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PREFACE. 

T  HE  Year  1796,  of  which  we  now  pre- 
fent  the  History  to  the  Public,  was  fertile 
in  important  events.  The  war,  which,  in  the 
preceding  campaign,  had  comparatively  lan- 
gu idled,  was,  in  this  campaign,  carried  on  with 
the  greatest  vigour,  by  the  newly-chofen  Rulers 
of  France.  By  thofe  Rulers,  a  vast  plan  was 
formed,  aiming  at  nothing  lefs  than  the  com¬ 
plete  humiliation  of  the  Emperor.  Though 
the  perfect  execution  of  this  plan  Avas  luckily 
prevented,  they,  neverthelefs,  reaped  incal¬ 
culable  advantages,  from  that  part  of  it  Avhich 
they  were  enabled  to  accomplidi.  By  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  Archduke  Charles,  Germany  indeed 
Avas  faved ;  but,  ‘on  the  other  hand,  Italy  was 
lost,  by  the  combined  Avant  of  means  and  of 
talent,  in  thofe  who  Avere  entrusted  with  its 
defence.  The  king  of  Sardinia,  the  Pope,  and 
vol.  xxxviii.  h  4  Tome 
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fome  of  the  minor  states,  defpoiled,  and  reduced 
to  the  condition  of  tributaries;  the  king  of 
Naples  compelled  to  fue  for  a  dangerous 
peace;  the  dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Austria 
irrevocably  wrested  from  that  Houfe  ;  the  foun¬ 
dation  laid  of  an  Italian  republic ;  and  an 
opening  made  for  the  ruin  of  the  Venetian  go¬ 
vernment  ;  were  the  fruits  obtained  by  the 
Trench,  from  their  exertions  in  Italy.  At 
home,  the  Directory  fucceeded  in  putting  an 
end  to  the  long  and  defperate  contest  with  the 
Royalists  of  Poitou. 

Details  of  military  operations  are  but  too 
generally  incorrect,  confufed,  and  confequently 
unintelligible.  In  our  account  of  the  Campaign 
of  1796,  it  has  been  our  endeavour  to  enable 
the  reader  to  form  a  clear  idea  of  the  defigns 
and  movements  of  the  contending  armies. 
Every  printed  document  which  we  could  pro¬ 
cure,  has  been  confulied,  and  much  has  been 
added  from  private  information.  We  flatter 
ourfelves  that  the  Narrative  will  be  found  to  be 
perfpicuous  and  accurate ;  and  we  think  that 
we  may  alfo  fafely  affirm  it  to  be  more  circum¬ 
stantial  than  any  which  has  previoufly  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Englifh  language.  Should  the 

reader 
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reader  chuse  to  trace  on  the  map  the  marches 
and  petitions  of  the  hostile  forces,  we  trust  that 
he  will  not  find  that  we,  like  others,  have  com¬ 
mitted  fuch  grofs  geographical  errors,  as  to 
fubstitute  Vienna  *  in  the  place  of  Vicenza. 

With  refpe£t  to  one  great  branch  of  the  war 
against  the  French  Republic,  namely,  the  war 
maintained  by  the  Royalists  of  Britanny  and 
Poitou,  little,  or  rather  nothing,  has  been  known 
in  this  country ;  though  its  extent  and  duration, 
the  vigour  with  which  it  was  fupported,  and  the 
beneficial  confequences  which,  with  proper 
care,  it  might  have  produced,  render  it  worthy 
of  particular  attention.  It  has,  however,  been 
pa  tied  over,  hy  former  waiters,  almost  or  en¬ 
tirely  without  notice ;  and  even  the  fcanty 
mention  which  has  been  made  of  it,  has  been 
replete  with  ablurdity  and  falfehood,  The 
history  of  it,  which  we  commenced  in  the 
volume  for  1794,  is  continued  in  the  prefent 
volume,  and  will  be  completed  in  that  for  the 

following 

#  This  curious  blunder,  which  is  to  be  found  in  a  History 
of  the  year  1 796,  is  faithfully  transferred  from  what  appears 
to  have  been  originally  a  typographical  error.  The  French 
printer  hifefted  Vienne ,  instead  of  Vicence ;  the  English  news-* 
papers  copied  the  mistake ;  and  the  hkioriauj  probably, 
copied  from  them. 
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following  year.  That  portion  of  it  which  we 
have  now  given  will,  we  trust,  be  found  to  pos- 
fefs  no  common  fhare  of  interest.  It  contains 
the  whole  of  the  contest  in  Britanny,  in¬ 
cluding  the  British  expedition  to  Quiberon, 
down  to  the  clofe  of  the  year  1795,  and  the 
final  struggles  of  the  loyal  party  in  the  province 
of  Poitou.  The  reader  will  here  find  the  caufe 
of  the  failure  of  the  Royalist  and  Britifh  efforts 
fully  and  truly  explained.  In  drawing  up  this 
part  of  our  Work,  we  have  had  recourfe  to  a 
variety  of  printed  authorities,  and  have  alfo 
received  an  abundance  of  valuable  information, 
from  perfons  connected  with,  or  engaged  in, 
the  fcenes  which  we  have  defcribed.  Among: 
thofe  publifhed  documents,  to  which  we  are 
chiefly  indebted  for  the  detail  of  the  Breton 
war,  we  must  mention  the  Memoirs  of  that  able 
and  upright,  but  foully  calumniated,  nobleman, 
the  Count  de  Puifaye .  From  letters  written 
by  the  late  Mr.  Windham,  and  fome  of  his 
colleagues  in  office,  and  from  feveral  conver- 
fations  with  Mr.  Windham  himfelf,  we  are 
enabled  to  bear  unequivocal  testimony  to  the 
fcrupulous  veracity  which  is  difplayed  in  thofe 
Memoirs. 
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The  concluding  divifion  of  the  Royalist 
history,  which  is  referved  for  our  next  volume, 
will  be  written  from  a  very  large  collection 
of  original  and  authentic  papers,  none  of  which 
have  hitherto  been  acceffible  to  any  writer, 
either  Englifh  or  French.  Tranflations  of  fome 
important  papers,  relative  to  this  fubjeCt,  and 
to  other  branches  of  the  French  history,  will 
likewife  be  given  in  our  department  of  State 
Papers,  for  that  volume. 

The  Narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  legiflature,  and  of  the  struggles  of  the 
contending  factions,  during  the  year  1796,  we 
have  postponed  till  our  next  publication.  To 
this  postponement  we  have  been  induced  by 
two  weighty  reafons.  In  the  first  place,  we  are 
promifed  afiistance  from  fome  gentlemen  who 
bore  a  confiderable  fhare  in  the  tranfaCtions  of 
that  and  the  fucceeding  year;  and,  fecondly, 
we  are  defirous  to  prefen t  our  Readers  with  a 
connected  and  unbroken  view  of  French  affairs, 
under  the  first  period  of  the  new  government. 
That  period  comprifes  the  whole  time  between 
the  installation  of  the  two  councils  in  OCtober 
1795,  and  the  change  which,  by  dint  of  the 
bayonet,  a  majority  of  the  Directors  effected,  on 
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the  1 8  th  of  Fru&idor,  or  4th  of  September  1797* 
To  break  the  Narrative  into  detached  pieces, 
from  a  blind  refpodt  to  strict  chronological 
arrangement,  would  be  nearly  as  abfurd,  as 
to  print  feparately  the  fccnes  or  acts  of  a 
drama.  From  the  tardinefs  of  our  publication 
there  refults  at  least  this  one  advantage,  that 
we  are  not  compelled  to  give  our  History  to 
the  world  in  disjointed  fcraps  and  fragments. 

Before  we  proceed  to  make  any  further 
promifes,  relative  to  the  future  condudt  of  our 
Work,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fay  a  word  or  two, 
on  the  fubjedt  of  thofe  promifes  winch  we  are 
determined  not  to  make.  We  will  not  promife  to 
write  in  Inch  a  manner  as  to  rival  Mr.  Burke* 
Deeply  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  tranfcem 
dent  talents  of  that  illustrious  character,  and  of 


the  comparative  humbleness  of  our  own  talents, 
we  will  not,  like  others,  tempt  or  provoke  the 
laughter  and  derifion  of  the  Public,  by  a  ludB 
crouQy  vain  annunciation  of  the  fp  lend  id  dif- 
play  of  abilities,  which  we  are  about  to  exhibit. 
Neither  will  we  promife  that,  almost  as  foon  as 
the  year  has  run  its  courfe,  the  History  of  it 
shall  iffue  from  the  prefs.  Such  histories  may 
be  a  little  more  authentic  than  the  Adventures 

of 


of  Robinfon  Cm  foe,  or  the  Arabian  Nights" 
Entertainments,  and  are  only  not  fo  amufing 
and  insiruddive  as  thofe  popular  produddions. 
We  have  always,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Dr. 
Robertfon,  believed  that  “  an  Historian  fliould 
“  feel  himfelf  a  witnefs  giving  evidence  upon 
“  oath/’  and  are  confequently  anxious  not  to 
give  our  evidence  without  proper  enquiry  into 
fadts,  and  deliberation  on  their  motives.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  a  knowledge  of  fa£ts  is  not  to  be 
gained  by  intuition  ;  and  we  are  much  difpofed 
to  believe,  that  thofe  rapid  writers,  who  pride 
themfelves  on  running  a  race  with  events,  are 
not  fo  much  in  the  fecret  of  courts  and  cabinets, 
as  to  be  made  instantly  acquainted  with  every 
state  tranfaddion,  and  its  hidden  caufe. 

For  our  own  part,  we  can  venture  to  promife 
nothing  more  than  that  we  will  continue  to  pay 
the  fame  religious  refpedd  to  truth,  and  to  exercife 
the  fame  industry  in  fearch  of  fafts,  as  we  have 
uniformly  hitherto  done;  and  that  we  will  talk 
our  powers  of  competition,  fuch  as  they  are,  to 
the  utmost,  to  render  The  Annual  Register 
not  unworthy  of  public  approbation.  We  hope, 
too,  that  our  readers  will,  ere  long,  have  no 
reafon  to  complain  of  our  flownefs.  The 
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Volumes  for  1797  and  1805  are  in  the  prefs ; 
and  others  are  in  preparation.  Thai  for  1805 
is  fo  far  advanced ,  that  it  will  appear  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  weeks ;  and  that  for  1797 
will  not  be  delayed  beyond  the  month  of 
January.  Every  exertion  will  like  wife  be  made, 
to  prevent  the  Work  from  being  any  further 
in  arrear  than  is  indifpenfably  neceffary,  to 
afford  us  an  opportunity  of  procuring  that 
correct  information,  which  alone  can  give  value 
and  permanent  existence  to  our  historical 
labours. 
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Continuation  of  the  Royal  if  War.  The  Breton ,  or  Chouan ,  War.  Ori* 
gin  of  the  denomination  of  Chouan.  Character  of  the  Count  de  Puifaye , 
He  takes  refuge  in  B ritanny ,  after  the  diffolution  of  the  Norman  Con - 
feder  cy.  Alone,  and  a  Stranger  in  the  Province,  he  determines  to  endea „ 
<vour  to  re  cfabhjh  the  Royal  if  Party,  which  had  been  broken  up  by  the 
d  ath  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Rename.  Reafons  which  induced  him  to  hope 
for fiiccfs.  Sketch  of  his  Pi  n.  Account  of  the  Rcyalif  Bauds  in  the 
Forefs  of  B ritanny.  M.  de  Fuifaye  is  invited  to  take  the  command  of 
the  Roy  ah  Pcs  in  the  Forf  of  Pertre.  The  Poitevin  Army  enters  the  Pro¬ 
vince  He  fets  out  to  join  it,  hut  is  obliged  to  return .  He  a  fumes  the 
command  in  the  Fo ref  of  Pertre.  Arrangements  made  by  him.  He  nar¬ 
rowly  ejcapes  from  the  Republicans,  who  attack  the  place  of  his  ref  deuce „ 
M.  ’  rigent  arrives  from  England  with  offers  of  fuccmr,  which  the  Count 
declines  fr  the  prefect.  He  is  j  dried  by  fever  at  difinguijbed  Poitevin 
officers.  Cruelties  of  the  Jacobins  in  Bri tunny.  They  induce  great  numbers 
of  the  natives  to  take  up  arms ,  and  put  them  [elves  under  his  orders He 
flans  the  fur  prize  of  Rennes.,  The  Plan  is  frufi  rated,  but  he  defeats 
the  Enemy  in  two  engagements.  March  of  the  Chouans  through  a  conji . 
derails  part  of  the  Province.  Their  fuccefs.  On  his  return  to  his  quar¬ 

ters  he  is  defeated  by  the  Republicans,  though  with  little  lofs.  Heath 
and  Character  of  M.  Focard.  The  Count  removes  to  Bain,  to  organize  the 
divifon  of  that  d fried .  The  Chevalier  de  Tinteniac  arrives  from  Eng¬ 
land.  Conferences  between  him  and  M.  de  Puisaye.  The  jacobin  Govern¬ 
ment  plans  the  invafon  of  England.  '  A  he  plan  is  rendered  abortive  by  the 
movements  of  the  Royal fs.  Fxtenfve  correfpondence  carried  on  by  M.  do 
Puifaye  with  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  He  extends  his  fyfem  over 
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Britanny ,  and  part  of  Anjou  and  Maine.  Character  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Department  of  the  Morbihan.  Character  of  Georges,  of  Mercier ,  and 
of  D’Allegre.  Military  Syflem  of  the  Royalifs.  Proclamation  addrejfed 
by  the  Royali/l  Chiefs  to  the  French  People.  Proclamation  addreffed  by 
them  to  the  Republican  armies.  Numbers  of  Deferters  join  the  Royalifs . 
The  Count  ref  olives  to  vijit  England  to  folicit fuccours.  Arrival  and  Cha¬ 
racter  of  M.  Cor  matin,  <who  is  chofen  Major-General  of  the  Breton  Roy - 
ahjls.  Departure  of  M.  dc  Puifaye  for  England. 


BEFORE  we  proceed  to  the 
checkered  and  eventful  hifto- 
r y  of  the  current  year,  it  will  be 
neceffary  for  us  to  continue  the 
fufpended  narrative  of  thofe  im¬ 
portant  events  which,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  momentous  conteft  between 
the  royalifs  and  the  republicans, 
took  place  in  the  weftern  provinces 
of  France.  In  our  volume  for 
1794,*  we  broke  off  at  that  period 
when,  after  the  moft  aftonifhing 
exertions,  and  fplendid  vidlor'ies, 
the  great  royalift  army  of  Poitou 
was  defeated,  difperfed,  and  al¬ 
ms  oft  annihilated,  and  from  its  ruin 
that  of  the  very  caufe  of  royalty 
itfelf  feemed  to  be  immediate  and 
inevitable. 

Only  the  hiftory  of  one  great 
branch  of  the  royalift  war,  namely, 
that  which  relates  to  the  courage¬ 
ous  efforts  made  by  a  part  of  the 
natives  of  Anjou  and  Poitou, 
down  to  the  clofe  of  1793,  has 
yet  been  given  to  our  readers. 
Another,  and  not  lefs  important, 
divifion  of  the  war  now  remains 
for  us  to  enter  upon,  ere  we  re- 
fume  the  feries  of  events  which 
occurred  in  Poitou,  fubfequently 
to  the  battles  of  Mans  and  Save- 
nay.  We  allude  to  the  conteft 
which  was  maintained  by  the  Bre¬ 
tons,  and  which  was  generally 


known  by  the  name  of  the  Chouan 
war. 

It  may,  perhaps,  not  be  wnne- 
ceffary  here  to  explain  whence  the 
term  Chouan  derived  its  origin. 
The  denomination  of  Chouans, 
given,  in  contempt  and  hatred, 
by  the  republicans  to  the  Breton 
royalifts,  and  which,  as  in  civil 
wars  has  more  than  once  happen¬ 
ed,  the  royalifts  at  length  adopted 
as  an  honourable  diftinction,  arofe 
from  a  numerous  loyal  family, 
of  the  name  of  Chouan,  which 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  foreft  of 
Pertre.  As  the  word  Chat-huanf, 
or  owl,  is  pronounced  by  the  pea- 
fants  of  Britanny  and  Maine  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  name 
Chouan,  the  individuals  of  the 
Chouan  family,  in  order  to  avoid 
being  taken  by  furprife  in  the 
woods,  adopted  the  cry  of  the  owl 
as  the  ftgnal  of  approach  and  call 
to  each  other.  Thefe  individuals, 
all  of  whom  were  known  as  honeft 
men,  the  republicans  falfely  re. 
prefen  ted  as  affaffins  and  plunder¬ 
ers,  and  then  endeavoured  to  de¬ 
grade  the  whole  royalift  party,  by 
giving  to  it  an  appellation  which 
was  considered  as  infamous. 

Britanny,  as  we  have  already 
feen  f  was  the  province  chofen  by 
the  marquis  de-  la  Rouarie,  as  the 


#  See  Ann,  Reg,  for  1794.  Hiftorical  Artisle,  p,  88, 
T  Ibid,  Ibid,  p,  6. 
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central  point  of  that  confederacy 
by  means  of  which  he  purpdfed  to 
reftore  to  the  royal  government  its 
legitimate  rights.  His  unfortu¬ 
nate  and  untimely  death  crufhed 
the  fcheme  in  its  infancy,  and  in¬ 
volved  in  ruin  the  majority  of  its 
fupporters.  It  was,  however,  re- 
fervad  for  a  nobleman  not  born  in 
Britanny,  nor  connected  with  it 
by  any  ties  of  property  or  alliance, 
to  tread  in  the  Heps  of  his  gallant 
predeceffor,  and  to  rally  the  Bre¬ 
tons  round  the  ilandard  of  his  de¬ 
throned  fovereign. 

O  » 

The  man  who,  in  defiance  of 
the  molt  adverfe  circumftances, 
had  the  noble  hardinefs  to  attempt 
to  carry  into  execution  the  plans 
of  the  deceafed  Breton  chief,  was 
not  unworthy  of  fucceeding  that 
illuftrious  character.  Born  in  the 
province  of  Perche,  of  an  ancient 
family,  which  held  a  confpicuous 
place  among  the  French  nobility, 
count  Jofeph  de  Puifaye  was  Hill 
lefs  diftinguifhed  by  high  birth 
than  by  thofe  advantages  which  he 
derived  from  nature  and  education. 
His  natural  talents,  of  no  common 
order,  had  been  cultivated  with 
the  greateft  affiduity,  and  with  a 
fuccefs  proportioned  to  the  care 
bellowed  upon  them.  Well-in¬ 
formed,  capable  of  laborious  appli¬ 
cation,  mailer  of  a  ready  and 
powerful  eloquence,  full  of  re- 
fources.  and  never  deferred  by  his 
prefence  of  mind,  nor  difcouraged 
by  difGouraging  events,  he  feemed 
deltined  to  be  the  leader  of  a  party. 
ri  o  thefe  montal  qualifications  he 
added  fome  corporeal  ones,  which, 
though  interior,  were  highly  ufe- 
ful.  His  manners  were  dignified, 
yet  prepollefling,  his  perfon  was 
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graceful,  and  his  ftature  was  tall 
and  commanding.  To  this  molt 
be  added,  that  he  was  now  in  the 
prime  of  life,  when  all  the  faculties’ 
are  in  full  vigour,  and  experience 
has  taught  wifdom,  without  giv¬ 
ing  rife  to  that  timid  caution  which 
is  fatal  to  fplendid  and  generous 
enterprife.  In  his  principles  the 
count  de  Puifaye  was  a  zealous 
royalill,  but  he  was  not  hollile  to 
fuch  wife  reforms  as  would  have 
begn  equally  beneficial  to  the  mo¬ 
narch  and  the  people.  By  the  vio¬ 
lent  partifans  of  a  purely  monar¬ 
chical  government  he  was  bitterly 
reproached  with  being  a  warm  ad¬ 
mirer  of  the  Englifh  conllitution  ; 
a  reproach  which  Englilh  readers 
will  probably  not  confideras  affix¬ 
ing  any  ftigma  upon  either  the 
wifdom  or  the  virtue  of  the  per¬ 
fon  againft  whom  it  was  direHed. 

It  was  under  aufpices  apparently 
the  moll  unfavourable  that  the 
count  de  Puifaye  firll  entered  the 
province  of  Britanny.  When,  al- 
moil  without  a  ftruggle,  the  con¬ 
federacy  of  the  Breton  and  Nor¬ 
man  departments  in  1793,  which 
he  had  hoped  to  render  beneficial 
to  the  caufe  of  monarchy,  was 
broken  up*,  he  was  advifed  to  re¬ 
tire  into  Britanny  ;  which  he 
accordingly  did,  with  two  inti¬ 
mate  friends,  M.  Focard,  and  col¬ 
onel  le  Roy.  By  thofe  who  thus 
advifed  him,  he  was  allured  that, 
although  the  Normans  had  yielded, 
the  Bretons  would  not  fail  to  make 
a  valiant  refiftance  to  the  jacobini- 
cal  government.  Seduced  by  thefe 
afiurances  he  diredled  his  fieps  to¬ 
wards  Britanny  ;  but,  on  hisarrival, 
fie  had  the  mortification  to  learn 
that,  except  by  a  few  fcanty  and  feat® 
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a  n.  fcefed  bands,  all  thoughts 
U^{\  of  refiftance  had  beert  dif- 
carded*  and  that  tile  ja¬ 
cobins  were  in  complete  poffeflion 
of  all  the  refources  of  the  pro¬ 
vince.  '1  'he  count  himfelf  has 
given  an  animated  picture  of  his 
Situation  at  this  moment;  Colo¬ 
nel  le  Roy  had  been  fortunate 
enough  to  find  a  fecure  afylum, 
and  M.  de  Puifaye  was  left  with 
]\1;  Focard,  who  could  not  endure 
even  the  idea  of  defer  ting  him. 
S(  The  night  being  come/'  says 
the  count,  t(  we  purfued  our  route, 
Si  and  met  our  melfenger  about 
6(  half  a  league  from  Ploermel. 

He  came  to  tell  Us  that  this  very 
st  day  a  price  had  been  fet  upon 
S(  my  head,  and  that  the  procla- 
((  m3tion,  offering  the  reward, 
((  was  polled  all  over  the  walls  of 
((  the  town.  Under  pain  of  death 
((  every  on®  was  forbidden  to  fhel- 
((  ter  us,  and  he  was  confequently 
((  dirmfled  to  let  us  know  that  the 
f<  houfe  which  had  been  promifed 
c<  to  us,  was  no  longer  at  our  dif- 
t(  pofal.  Thus,  behold  me  placed 
in  the  midft  of  Britanny,  a 
country  which  till  now  had  been 
totally  unknown  tome;  diftant 
(  more  than  eighty  leagues  from 
my  Own  country,  my  family, 
iC  and  my  friends ;  proscribed,  and 
“  an  accurate  defcription  of  my 
**  perfon  fent  to  all  the  polls  which 
covered  the  high  roads ;  having 
<S(  no  knowledge  of  the  bye-roads ; 
u  and  ignorant  of  the  language 
(C  which  was  fpoken  by  a  part  of 
the  natives.  Wherever  1  turn- 
i(  ed  my  eyes  ot  my  (leps  I  read 
S(  my  fentence  ;  every  where  I 
s(  could  expecff  to  meet  but  with 
**  certain  death.-” 

Surrounded  as  he 'was  by  perils 
ft  every  fide^  the  courage  and  fe. 


c ; 
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renity  of  M*  de  Puifaye,  feniat  fleet, 
nevefrthelefs,  unfhaken.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  too,  he  was  not  deflitute 
of  pecuniary  refources.  Forefee- 
ino-  the  llorm  which  was  about  to 

O 

burft  upon  France,  he  had,  before 
the  downfal  of  the  throne,  fold 
all  his  perfonal  property,  and  he 
had  now  in  his  poffeflion  a  con  ft- 
derable  part  of  the  money  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  fale.  Nor  was  he 
call  upon  a  hoftile  or  inhofpitable 
land.  In  the  vicinity  of  Baignoa, 
a  fmall  town  between  Ploermel  and 
Plelan,  on  the  road  from  Rennes 
to  Bred,  he  firft  found  a  fecure 
place  of  refuge*  Such  was,  how¬ 
ever,  rhe  inceffant  aflivity  of  the 
republicans,  that  it  was  not  poffible 
to  continue  long  in  one  fpot  with* 
out  imminent  danger.  The  count* 
therefore,  was  under  the  neceflity  of 
frequently  changing  his  refidence. 
In  the  courfe  of  two  months  he  thus 
became  acquainted  with  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  province.  By  the 
inhabitants,  in  all  quarters,  he 
was  teceived,  though  a  ftranger 
and  an  outlaw,  as  a  friend  and 
brother.  The. mod  unlimited  con¬ 
fidence  was  repofed  in  him  by  the 
Bretons*  and  no  efforts*  however 
perilous  to  thofe  who  made  them, 
were  omitted  to  enfure  his  fafety* 
He  foon  difcovered  that  a  vail  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  natives  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  were  royalifts*  and  that  they 
flood  in  need  only  of  a  leader  ca¬ 
pable  of  calling  them  into  a <51  ion 
with  wifdom  and  energy.  A  very 
fhort  period  had  elapfed  before  he 
had  connected  himfelf  with  thofe 
who  had  moft  influence  in  their 
refpeflive  diftri&s,  eftablifhed  a 
correfpondence  of  confiderable  ex¬ 
tent,  and  contrived  to  procure  tfie 
means  of  obtaining  intelligence 
of  the  plans  and  movements  of  the 
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Jacobin  magidrates  and  gene¬ 
rals.  His  own  eloquence  was  of 
infinite  tife  in  roufing  the  indolent, 
(encouraging  the  timid,  and  railing 
to  the  higheft  pitch  the  enthufiafm 
of  the  hold.  At  length  he  re- 
folved  to  put  to  the  trial  the  loy¬ 
alty  and  courage  of  the  Bretons. 
Independently  of  the  hatred  which 
they  manifefted  again ll  the  repub¬ 
lican?,  there  were  other  circum- 
dances  which  promifed  favourably 
to  his  efforts.  Thefe  we*e,  the 
abfence  in  Vendee  of  a  very  large 
portion  of  the  republican  army  ; 
the  peninfular  form  of  the  province; 
the  magnitude  of  the  population, 
confiding  of  two  millions  and  a 
quarter  of  fouls;  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  which,  interfered  by  ri¬ 
vers,  and  bv  larg^e  and  numerous 
foreds,  affords  a  variety  of  mili¬ 
tary  pofitions;  the  long  extent  of 
poad,  and  the  proximity  of  the 
inlands  of  Guernsey  and  Jerfcy,  by 
means  of  which  England  could  with 
,eafe  furnidi  fuccours  of  all  kinds 
to  the  Bretons  in  arms. 

The  plan  of  the  count  was  fra- 
ped  with  confummate  prudence. 
Fully  aware  that  any  precipitate 
meafures,  which,  by  prematurely 
calling  the  whole  of'  the  royalill 
party  at  once  into  the  field,  might 
.expofe  it  to  a  complete  defeat, 
would  probably  occafion  its  dido- 
la t ion,  and  would  certainly  retard 
its  fuccefs,  he  determined  to  com¬ 
mence  his  operations  by  carrying 
on  a  kind  of  war  calculated  to 
weaken  and  difpirit  the  enemy, 
,and  at  the  fame  time  to  prevent 
his  own  forces  from  furfering  any 
ferions  d-ifaders.  This  plan  con¬ 
fided  in  forming,  on  various  points, 
battalions,  called  fedentary  batta¬ 
lions,  which,  always  acting  in 
/mall  bodies  within  their  own  dif- 


trifts,  feifmg  every  advantage  rea 
ful ting  from  their  1  cal  knowledge, 
and  never  hazarding  a  general  en- 
gagementjwere  inceffantly  toharafs 
the  republicans,  and  compel  {hem 
to  difleminate  their  troops,  This 
petty  warfare,  dangerous  and  toil— 
fome  to  their  antagonids,  whofe 
military  fkill  it  rendered  ufelefs, 
would  accudom  the  peafantry  to 
combat,  and  would  lay  a  folid 
foundation  for  the  eftablifhment  of 
a  regular  army.  As  the  connect* 
ing  link  of  thefe  battalions,  he 
refolved  to  raife  a  permanent  and 
aftive  corps,  of  bold  and  enter* 
prifing  men,  proferibed  without 
hope  of  mercy  as  inveterate  roy- 
alids,  and  having  confequently  no 
refource  but  in  their  own  valour. 
With  this  corps  he  himfelf  defign-i 
ed  to  maintain,  fometimes  on  one 
fide,  fometimes  on  the  ether,  a 
war  of  continual  and  defultory  at¬ 
tack.  As  foon  as  it  entered  a  dip 
trift  it  was  to  be  joined  by  the 
dationary  battalion  of  that  didrift, 
which,  on  its  departure,  was  im¬ 
mediately  to  difperfe.  Each  pat*  . 
talion  was  thus,  in  its  turn,  to 
b.e  called  into  aftlon  in  one  body. 
This  organization  was  to  be  gra¬ 
dually  extended,  from  diftrift  tc? 
didrift,  till  jt  fprpa4°ver  Britann/ 
and  the  neighbouring  provinces,, 
and  formed  their  population  into  a. 
compaft  and  difeiplined  mafs,  ca* 
pable  of  aflerting  in  the  field  the 
rights  of  the  fovereign,  and  of 
giving  a  deadly  blow  to  the  jaco¬ 
bin  tyranny. 

Such  was  the  plan.  To  put  lit 
in  execution  it  was  neceffary  for 
the  count  to  chufe  a  portion  of  ter¬ 
ritory,  neither  fo  extenfive  as  tp 
make  communications  difHcult,  and 
movements  tardy,  nor  fo  circunj- 
feribed  as  not  tp  admit  of  fuch 
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numerous  and  trivial  infurreftions 
as  would  compel  the  enemy  to 
weaken  himfelf,  by  dividing  his 
forces.  The  fpot  on  which  he  at 
length  fixed  his  choice  contained 
the  eaftern  quarter  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Morbihan,  and  the 
weftern,  fouthern,  and  north  wef- 
tern  quarters  of  the  department  of 
the  1  lie  and  Vilaine. 

It  now  only  remained  to  procure 
that  corps,  at  the  head  of  which 
he  himfelf  intended  to  aft.  For¬ 
tunately,  this  was  eafy  to  accom- 
plilh.  In  fome  of  the  immenfe 
lorells  of  Britanny,  there  exifted 
bands  of  royalifts,  who  had  fled 
thither  to  efcape  the  rage  of  their 
perfecutors.  The  foreft  of  Lorgcs 
contained  one  of  thefe  bands,  which 
was  commanded  by  Bernard  de 
Villeneuve,  and  the  foreft  of  Fou- 
geres  was  the  refidence  of  another. 
But  the  mod  confidereble  was  poll¬ 
ed  in  the  foreft  of  Fertre,  which  is 
fevcral  leagues  in  circuit,  and  is 
fituated  between  Vitre  and  Laval. 

The  chief  part  of  the  royalilts 
who  inhabited  the  forefts  of  Fou- 
geres  and  Pertreiwere  men  admi¬ 
rably  calculated  for  the  kind  of 
warfare  which  the  count  intended 
to  adopt.  While  the  gabelle,  or 
fait  tax  exifted  in  France,  fait  was 
conftantly  fmuggled  from  Britanny, 
which  was  not  fubjeft  to  the  tax, 
into  the  neighbouring  provinces. 
So  ancient  was  the  praftice,  that 
more  than  twenty  thoufand  fami¬ 
lies  had  never,  from  generation  to 
generation*  had  any  other  means 
of  living  than  what  arofe  from 
this  contraband  traffic,  which  was 
not  confidered  as  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  immoral.  Every  ftratagem 
that  could  be  imagined  was  put  in 
praftice,  by  the  contraband  dea¬ 
lers*  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the 


innumerable  revenue  officers,  em¬ 
ployed  by  thofe  who  farmed  the 
produce  of  the  tax.  Dogs  even 
were  taught  to  convey  burthens  of 
fait  from  one  place  to  another,  to 
diftinguilh  their  purfuers  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  to  evade  them  by  hid¬ 
ing  in  the  woods,  Thefe  dogs 
were  oppofed  by  ethers,  which 
the  officers  had  trained,  and  battles 
not  unfrequent !y  took  place  be¬ 
tween  numerous  parties  of  thefe 
fagacious  animals.  Their  mailers 
were,  likewife,  in  a  Hate  of  perpe¬ 
tual  hoftility  ;  fcarcely  a  day  elap- 
fing  without  fome  blood  being  fpilt 
in  Ikirmifhes  between  them.  When 
the  gabelle  was  abolifned,  both  the 
fmugglers  and  the  officers  were 
fuddenly  left  without  fubfiftence. 
Great  numbers  of  them  were  en¬ 
rolled  by  the  co-operators  and 
agents  of  the  marquis  de  la  Rou- 
arie  ;  but,  on  the  dlfeovery  of  his 
plans,  many  of  the  inferior  clafs, 
and  the  majority  of  their  leaders, 
perithed  on  the  fcaffold.  Thofe 
who  could  .efcape  fought  refuge  in 
the  forefts,  where  they  were  quick¬ 
ly  joined  by  the  persecuted  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  neighbouring  vil¬ 
lages.  The  fugitives  in  the  for¬ 
eft  of  Pertre  were  without  a  chief, 
the  want  of  whom  they  ftrongly 
felt,  and,  having  heard  that  the 
count  was  in  Britanny,  they  fent 
deputies  to  requeft  that  he  would 
accept  the  command,  a  requeft  with 
which  he  gladly  complied. 

M.  de  Puifaye  was  on  the  point 
of  fetting  out  to  the  foreft,  when 
he  received  intelligence  that  the 
Poitevin  army  had  crofted  the 
Loire,  and  was  then  at  Laval,  on 
its  road  to  Normandy.  Convinced 
that  an  attempt  to  penetrate  into 
Normandy  c.ould  be  prodirftive  of 
nothing  but  difafter,  he  haftened  to 
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difpatch  a  letter  to  the  royalift 
chiefs,  to  difluadc  them  from  their 
projeft,  and  advife  them  to  march, 
again  ft  Rennes  ;  a  ftep  which  he 
aflurcd  them  would  quickly  put 
into  their  pofleftion  the  whole  of 
Bri fanny.  In  their  reply  the  Poi- 
tevin  leaders  earneftly  prefled  him 
to  join  them  without  delay.  He, 
accordingly,  with  a  few  trufty 
friends,  fet  out  to  Laval,  a  diftance 
of  fixty  leagues,  through  unfre¬ 
quented  roads.  On  his  reaching 
Laval  he  had  the  vexation  to  find 
that  the  royalift  army  had  moved 
onward  to  Fougeres.  Thither  he 
followed  it,  but,  before  he  could 
arrive  there,  it  had  proceeded  to 
the  Norman  coaft,  As  his  foie  ob¬ 
ject  was  to  prevent  the  chiefs  from 
entering  Normandy,  it  was  ufelefs 
for  him  to  run  any  farther  rifk; 
and  he,  therefore,  with  much  diffi¬ 
culty  and  peril,  returned  to  his 
former  afylum,  where  he  ftaid  a 
few  days,  to  recover  from  his  fa- 
tiguej  and  prepare  for  additional 
dangers  and  toils.  The  labour 
which  he  had  undergone  was  not 
wholly  unrewarded.  In  the  courfe 
of  his  journey  his  fmall  band  re¬ 
ceived  an  increafe  of  feveral  able 
and  gallant  royalifts.  Among 
thefe  was  Laurent,  a  farmer’s  fon, 
who,  afterwards,  as  his  domeftic, 
or  rather  humble  friend,  figna- 
lized  himfelf  by  an  almoft  unpa¬ 
ralleled  fidelity,  attachment,  and 
zeal. 

When,  at  length,  M.  dePuifaye 
arrived  at  the  foreft  of  Pertre,  he 
found  that,  out  of  fix  or  feven 
thoufand  men,  which  had  previ- 
oufly  compofe'd  the  Chouan  force, 
more  than  fivefixths  had  perifhed, 
fighting  in  the  ranks  ot  the  royal 
catholic  army,  which  they  had 
joined  in  its  progrefs  through  Bri- 


tanny.  Several  hundreds,  how¬ 
ever,  had  returned  to  the  foreft, 
and  fmall  parties  were  hourly  com¬ 
ing  in.  The  void  which  had  been 
made  in  the  corps,  by  the  arms  of 
the  republicans,  was  rapidly  filled 
up  by  their  cruelties.  The  re- 
lentlcfs  perfecution  to  which  the 
inhabitants  of  the  vicinity  were 
expofed,  compelled  whole  parifhes 
to  feek  an  afylum  among  the 
Chouans.  Every  day,  likewife, 
brought  fome  ftragglers..  who  had 
been  fepa rated  from  the  Poitevin 
army.  Of  provifions  the  Chouans 
had  an  abundance;  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  farmers  gladly  furnifhing  them 
with  whatever  they  ftood  in  need 
of,  that  the  remainder  might  be 
protected  from  the  jacobin  pilla¬ 
gers. 

The  firft  ftep  taken  by  the  count 
was  to  provide  for  the  better  fecu- 
rity  of  his  troops,  by  ordering 
that  the  cabin's  in  which  they 
dwelt,  and  which  were  too  widely 
fcattered,  fhould  be  brought  into 
a  fmaller  fpace.  Thefe  cabins 
were  formed  of  long  ftakes,  inter¬ 
woven  with  branches,  and  covered 
with  turf.  He  dire&ed  that  for 
the  future,  each  cabin  fhould  con¬ 
tain  feven  perfons,  one  of  whom 
was  to  be  the  leader  of  the  reft. 
To  every  feven  cabins  he  appoint¬ 
ed  an  officer,  with  the  title  of 
chief  of  a  cantonment,  feven  of 
which  cantonments  were  to  be  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  a  fuperior  of¬ 
ficer,  called  the  chief  of  a  divifion. 
He  alfo  made  a  variety  of  other 
regulations,  and  drew  up  an  oath, 
by  which  the  Chouans  bound  them- 
felves  to  be  faithful  to  their  king, 
their  religion,  and  their  chiefs  * 
to  wage  eternal  war  again!!  the 
republican  ufurpers ;  to  protect 
perfons  and  property  j  to  brave 
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every  danger  ;  and,  even  if  led  to 
the  fcaffold,  to  prefer ve  a  profound 
filerice  as  to  thofe  fecrets  ol  their 
party  of  which  they  poflc-ffed  any 
knowledge. 

The  jacobin  rulers  of  France 
were  not  without  alarm  as  to  the 
confequences  which  might  arife 
frqm  the  infurreCtion  of  the  Chou- 
ans.  They  gave  orders  to  gene¬ 
ral  Beaufort  to  move  from  the 
camp  of  Mortain  to  Fougeres, 
with  five  or  fix  thoufand  men,  and 
feverai  pieces  of  cannon,  and  to 
carry  fire  and  fvvord  into  the 
haunts  of  the  Chouans.  The  ge¬ 
neral  endeavoured  to  circumfcribe 
the  royalifls,  by  a  chain  of  poffs, 
{Lengthened  with  abbatis  and  re¬ 
doubts,  and  he  ravaged  fome  of 
the  villages,  but  he  did  not  deem 
it  prudent  to  venture  into  the 
for  efts  which  concealed  his  oppo¬ 
nents. 

The  count  had  not  been  long  at 
the  head  of  the  Chouans  before  his 
life  was  placed  in  imminent  dan¬ 
ger.  That  he  might  be  more  at 
leifure  to  carry  on  his  correfpon- 
dence,  which,  while  he  lived 
among  his  foidiers,  was  every  mo¬ 
ment  liable  to  interruption,  he 
chofe,  for  the  dwelling  of  himfelf 
and  his  friends,  at  the  difiance  of 
nearly  a  mile  from  the  camp,  a  fe_ 
parate  cabin,  which  had  formerly 
been  occupied  by  two  priefis.  To 
this  he  withdrew  in  the  afternoon, 
and  as,  in  front  of  if,  there  was  a 
fpace  whence  the  wood  had  been 
cleared  away,  he  di reded  that  his 
divifions  ffvould  march  there  in 
fuccefiion,  to  perform  their  exer- 
cife.  On  the  night  of  the  twenty, 
eighth  of  November, having 

*  given  orders  to  one  of  the 
,  '  chiefs  to  bring  a  divifion  to 

exerciffi  in  the  morning,  he,  and 
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his  five  friends,  retired  to  reff# 
He  had  been  informed  that  the 
village  of  Pertre  was  filled  writh 
conventional  troops,  but  this  intel¬ 
ligence  did  not  alarm  him,  as  eve¬ 
ry  precaution  had  been  taken  to 
guard  againfi  furprife,  neither  did 
he  believe  the  enemy  firong  enough 
to  hazard  an  attack  upon  the 
camp.  The  republicans  had,  in 
reality,  no  intention  of  attacking 
the  Chouans.  Their  fole.objed 
was  to  feife  the  two  priefis,  whom 
they  believed  to  be  ftill  refiding  in 
the  cabin  which  was  occupied  by 
M.  de  Puifaye  and  his  friends. 

Before  break  of  day  the  friends 
of  the  count  were  roufed  by  the 
voices  of  a  great  number  of  per. 
fons,  who  were  approaching  the 
cabin.  Believing  the  voices,  how¬ 
ever,  to  proceed  from  the  Chouan 
divifion,  which  was  under  orders, 
they  did  not  awaken  M.  de  Pui¬ 
faye.  They  were  fpeedily  unde¬ 
ceived.  On  opening  the  door, 
two  of  them,  La  Hechois  and 
the  elder  La  Maffue,  were  feifed 
by  the  collar.  La  Hechois  in- 
fiantly  freed  himfelf  by  cutting 
down  his  antagonift  ;  La  Maffue 
who  was  unarmed,  was  liberated 
by  a  (hot  from  the  mulket  of  Fo- 
card,  which  laid  the  republican 
dead  at  his  feet. 

Rufhing  to  the  outfideof  the  ca. 
bin,  Focard  fingly  kept  the  affail. 
ants  at  bay,,  and  gave  time  to  Ins 
friends  to  find  their  arms  and  am¬ 
munition.  “  Let  us  charge,”  he 
cried,  “  they  begin  to  give  way." 
The  republicans  were,  in  truth, 
daggered  by  a  refinance  which 
was  wholly  unexpe&ed.  One  of 
the  royal  iff,  party,  the  younger 
La  Maffue,  was  already  Rain  by 
the  fire  of  the  enemy;  the  re¬ 
mainder  now  ruffled  forth  upon 
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the  republicans,  who,  thinking 
that  they  had  been  led  into  a  fnare 
by  falfe  information,  were  feifed 
ivirh  a  panic  terror,  and,  after  a 
few  difcharges,  fled  in  all  direc¬ 
tions.  La  Hechois  was  pierced 
with  a  thoufand  balls,  and  Focard 
was  dangeroufly  wounded.  The 
fiirvivors  penetrated  with  their 
bleeding  companion  into  the  thick- 
eft  part  of  the  foreft,  where,  lof- 
ing  their  way,  they  wandered  for 
five  hours,  before  they  could  re¬ 
cover  the  path  which  led  to  their 
cabin.  The  count,  being  almoft 
naked,  was  covered  from  head  to 
Coot  with  fpiinters  and  thorns. 
When  they  reached  the  cabin  they 
found  there  the  faithful  Laurent, 
who,  by  a  fort  of  miracle,  had 
been  faved  from  death.  He  had 
been  taken  prifoner  by  the  repub¬ 
licans  as  they  were  approaching 
the  cabin,  and  was  already  placed 
on  his  knees,  and  the  mufket  lev¬ 
elled  at  his  breaft,  when  one  of  the 
officers  flopped  the  execution,  left 
the  noife  Ihould  alarm  the  two 
fuppofed  priefts,  and  induce  them 
to  efcape.  The  rapid  flight  of  the 
troops,  after  their  unexpected  re¬ 
ception,  did  not  allow  them  to 
think  of  murdering  or  carrying 
off  their  captive. 

After  having  provided  for  the 
fafety  and  cure  of  Focard,  the  count 
returned  to  his  camp,  where  he 
was  received  with  general  and  un¬ 
affected  joy.  On  his  return  he 
found  an  envoy  from  Jerfey,  with 
a  packet,  containing  feveral  letters, 
and  the  declaration  recently  ad-, 
dreffed  to  the  French  people,  by 
his  Britannic  mnjefty.  Among 
thefe  letters  was  one  from  Mr. 
Dundas,  and  another  from  the 
marquis  du  Drefnay,  announcing 
£hat  he  had  been  appointed,  by  the 
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French  princes,  to  fucceed  M.  de 
la  Rouarie,  as  chief  of  the  Bretons, 
In  the  letter  of  the  minifter,  nei¬ 
ther  flattering  commendations  nor 
warm  promifes  of  fupport  were 
fpared.  The  envoy,  M.  Prigenr, . 
alfo  informed  M.  de  Puifaye  that  a 
Britifh  fquadron  was  now  lying  in 
the  road  of  Gucrnfey,  which,  on 
the  firft  flgnal  made  by  the  royal- 
ifts,  would  fail  for  the  coaft  of 
France,  and  land  whatever  fuccours 
they  might  require.  It  was,  he 
faid,  only  neceflary  to  march  three 
thoufand  Chouans  to  the  point 
where  the  landing  was  to  be  ef- 
feffed. 

Gratified  and  encouraged  as  M. 
de  Puifaye  was  by  this  offer,  he 
did  not  think  that  good  policy  al¬ 
lowed  him  to  accept  it  at  the  pre- 
fent  moment.  Pie  was  not  certain 
that,  even  were  the  fuccour  fafely 
landed,  he  could  prevent  it  from 
fubfequemly  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  republicans,  who,  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  the  interior  of  the  province, 
might  unite  againft  him  all  the 
forces  with  which  they  had  lately 
overthrown  the  royalift  army  of 
Poitou.  Should  he,  at  the  very* 
outfet  of  his  intercourfe  with  the 
Britifh  minifters,  give  them  reafou 
to  believe  that  his  party  was  too 
weak  to  accompiifti  any  beneficial 
purpofe,  they  would  be  difeouraged 
from  affording  any  future  aid,  and 
he  would  thus  be  deorived  of  their 
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affiftance  at  a  period  when,  per¬ 
haps,  it  might  be  productive  of  de- 
cifive  advantage  to  the  royal caufe. 
There  wras  alfo  another  confider- 
ation,  which  had  great  weight  on 
his  mind.  He  did  not  wifh  the 
royalift  party  to  be  regarded  in 
any  other- light  than  that  of  a  va¬ 
luable  ally,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
yet  formidable  enough  to  affurne 

that 
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that  cha rafter.  He,  therefore, 
with  much  refpeft  and  gratitude, 
declined,  for  the  prefent,  the  Bri- 
tifh  fuccours  ;  affigning  as  his  rea- 
fon  that  he  could  not  guarantee 
their  arrival  in  fafety  to  their  ul¬ 
timate  deftination.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  defired  M.  Prigent  to  af- 
fure  the  minifters,  that  the  know¬ 
ledge  which  he  had  acquired  of 
their  friendly  intentions  would 
have  the  beft  effeft  upon  the  Bre¬ 
tons,  myriads  of  whom  it  would 
ftimulate  to  exertions  which  a  fear 
of  being  left  finely  to  encounter 
the  enemy,  had  hitherto  deterred 
them  from  making.  He  added 
that  he  would  drain  every  nerve  to 
extend  the  royalift  organization  to 
the  coaft,  fo  as  to  fecure  an  unin¬ 
terrupted  correfpondence  with  the 
ifland  of  Jerfey,  and  that  no  long 
period  would,  he  hoped,  elapfe, 
before  the  loyal  Bretons  would  be 
able  to  profit  by  the  friendfhip  of 
England. 

In  order  to  be  more  in  the  cenr 
tre  of  his  operations,  M.  de  Pui- 
faye  quitted  the  foreft  of  Pertre, 
and(eftablifhed  himfelfin  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Rennes.  Here  a  cir- 
cumflatice  occurred  which  was 
highly  favourable  to  his  plans.  A 
number  of  diftinguifhed  officers, 
belonging  to  the  Poitevin  army, 
who  had  not  been  able  fince  its 
defeat  to  return  to  Poitou,  now 
joined  him,  and  were  diftributed 
in  various  parts  of  the  province  to 
embody  and  train  the  royalift  po¬ 
pulation.  Among  thefe  were  M. 
Foreflier,  who  had  fgnalifed  him- 
felf  as  fecond  in  command  of  the 
Vendean  cavalry,  the  count  de 
Bellevue,  the  chevaliers  Chantreau 
and  Cacqueray,  and  meffieurs  du 
Perrat,  Guignard,  de  Poncet,  Fa- 
bre,  Brechard,  Jarry,  and  Tuffin 


d’Uffiy,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a 
near  relation  of  the  gallant  de  la 
Rouarie.  M.  B rechard  the  count 
retained  as  his  co-operator, in  which 
quality  he  rendered  effential  fer- 
vice,  as  he  was  acquainted  with 
the  bufinefs  of  the  commifTariate, 
and  was  likewife  endowed  with  a 
ready  perfuafive  eloquence,  and 
great  application. 

The  horrible  cruelties  which, 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1 793, 
were  hourly  committed  by  the  ja¬ 
cobins,  foon  furnifhed  the  royalift 
officers  with  an  abundant  fupply  of 
recruits.  Through  every  part  of 
the  province  daughter  raged  with 
unremitting  and  unrelenting  fury. 
In  Rennes  alone,  more  than  three 
hundred  viftims.were  ftaaghtered 
in  one  day,  and  their  blood,  min¬ 
gled  with  the  rain  and  the  dirt  .of 
the  ftreets,  covered  the  fnoes  and 
lower  garments  of  the  terrified 
and  difgufted  paffengers.  ‘  The 
place  of  executioner  in  that  city  be¬ 
ing  vacant,  the  competitors  for  it 
were  ordered  to  make  a  trial  of 
their  fkill,  and  the  moft  adroit  and 
barbarous  of  them  was  elefted, 
^and  carried  in  triumph  to  dine  with 
the  Conventional  deputies.  The 
guillotine,  however,  was  foon 
found  too  flow  in  it's  operations, 
and  the  more  rapid  mode  of  {hoot¬ 
ing  the  prifoners  in  mafs  was  adopt¬ 
ed.  Similar  feenes  took  place  in 
almoft  all  the  other  towns  of  Bri- 
tanny.  Thoufands  of  unfortunate 
beings  dragged  out  a  wretched  ex- 
iftence  in  caves  under  ground,  or 
narrow  niches  made  for  them  in 
walls,  which  they  never  quitted, 
except  to  take  fome  nourifhment, 
or  to  breathe  a  purer  air,  for  a  few 
minutes  during  the  dead  of  the 
night.  In  thefe  confined  places, 
where  they  had  not  room  to  turn 
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tHemfelves,  numbers  peri  The  d  by 
fuffocation.  The  jacobin  foldiers 
and  generals  were  not  inferior  in 
barbarity  to  their  mailers.  They 
fpread  defolation  and  terror  all 
around  them,  and  fome  of  the 
generals  even  carried  their  vvan- 
tonnefs  of  cruelty  to  fuch  a  length 
as  publicly  to  offer  a  large  reward 
to  whoever  would  bring  the  con¬ 
vincing  and  horrible  proof  of 
having  mutilated  the  perfen  of  a 
royal  ill. 

Thefe  dreadful  enormities  over¬ 
awed  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns, 
but  they  produced  a  very  different 
effe.fr  upon  the- hardy  peafamry. 
The  latter  were  exafperated  and 
driven  to  arms  by  them.  When¬ 
ever  the  Chouan  leaders  turned 
their  Heps,  they  were  greeted  by 
the  peafants  as  friends  and  deli¬ 
verers,  and  their  bands  received  a 
daily  and  formidable  acceflion  of 
flrength.  Every  one  was  eager 
to  communicate  to  them  the  deftens 
and  movements  of  the  conventional 
agents,  while,  on  the  contrary,  not 
a  man  could  be  induced  by  thofe 
agents  to  betray  the  fecreis  of  the 
royalifls.  The  compuifory  requi- 
fitions  of  young  men  for  the  re¬ 
publican  armies,  alfo  contributed 
to  augment  the  forces  of  M,  de 
Puifaye.  Placed  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  bearing  arms,  the  youth 
of  the  province  chofe  rather  to 
ferve  their  rightful  fovereign  than 
the  ufurpers  of  his  throne.  Thofe 
even  who  were  chained  and  carried 
off  to  the  frontiers,  contrived  to 
return  home,  and  join  the  Chouan 
bands.  The  fervice's  of  the  latter 
were  rendered  more  valuable  by 
their  having  been  dragged  from 
their  native  foil.  Accuflomed  to 
marches  and  to  fatigue,  the  re¬ 
turned  peafantry  no  longer  felt 


that  repugnance  to  lofe  fight  at 
their-  parith  lleeple,  which,  in  thole 
who  had  never  quitted  their  own 
roofs,  it  was  nearly  impofiible  to 
furmount,  and  which  often  proved 
a  ferious  ohllacle  to  the  projected 
enterprifes, of  their  chiefs, 

The  univerfal  hatred  which  the- 
Bretons  entertained  of  the  conven¬ 
tional  government,  enabled  M.  de 
Puifaye  to  procure  intelligence* 
and  to  carry  on  a  correfpoodence, 
in  all  quarters.  In  every  town  of 
■  Britanny,  Maine,  and  the  adja¬ 
cent  part  of  Normandy,  he  had 
numerous  partilans,  who  made  him 
acquainted  with  every  incident 
that  occurred.  Over  the  whole  of 
the  country  through  which  his 
fyftem  was  extended,  a  communica¬ 
tion  by  couriers  was  eftablifned, 
from  town  to  town,  and  aim-oil 
from  farm  to  farm.  Particular 
houfes  were  alfo  fet  apart  for  the 
reception  of  letters,  travellers,  and 
recruits  ;  and  others,  frill  more  re¬ 
tired,  for  the  refidence  of  the  fids; 
and  the  wounded. 

Before  the  fpring  of  the  year 
1794,  the  royalift  party  in  Bri¬ 
tanny  had  gained  fuch  ftrengtb, 
that  the  count  refolved  to  venture 
upon  an  enterprife  of  far  greater 
magnitude  than  any  which  he  had 
hitherto  undertaken.  This  was 
nothing  lefs  than  an  attempt  to 
make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  city  of 
Rennes.  That  city  was  protected 
by  entrenchments,  and  a  garrifon 
of  two  thou  fund  men  ;  bur,  with 
the  aid  of  his  numerous  friends 
in  the  place,  he  did  not  doubt 
that  iiis  troops,  having  filently 
•approached  through  unfrequented 
toads,  would  be  able  to  carry  it 
by  furprife.  The  night  on  which 
an  entertainment  was  to  be  given 
by  the  commifiioners  of  the  con. 
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ventidf^  and  the  ftaff-officers  of 
the  Republican  army,  was  fixed 
upon  by  the  count  for  the  accom- 
plilhment  of  his  fcheme.  Nine 
Royalift  columns  were  to  occupy 
the  nine  roads  which  le-d  to  the 
city,  while,  at  the  head  of  the 
Chouans  of  Gravelle  and  Vitre, 
the  bed  difciplined  of  all  the 
Breton  divifions,  he  himfejf  pe¬ 
netrated  to  the  fpot  where  the 
eommiffioners  and  officers  were 
caroufing.  To  endeavour  to  keep 
poffeffion  of  Rennes,  was  not  his 
intention  ;  he  having  judicioufly 
determined  that,  till  he  had  effec¬ 
tual  means  of  defending  them,  he 
would  never  retain  any  of  the 
towns  which  he  might  conquer,  as 
his  temporary  retention  of  them 
would  induce  fuch  of  the  citizens 
as  were  his  fecret  friends,  to  de¬ 
clare  their  principles  ;  and,  by  fo 
doing,  expofe  themfelves  to  the 
republican  vengeance.  The  time 
of  his  flay  in  Rennes  was,  there¬ 
fore,  '  limited  to  a  fingle  night. 
In  this  time  he  meant  to  feife  the 
jacobin  civil  and  military  officers, 
ipike  and  throw  the  cannon  into 
the  river,  carry  off  the  fmaller 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  rcftore 
to  their  liberty  the  imprifoned 
royal  ids. 

Every  thing  at  the  outfet  feem- 
cd  to  promife  a  favourable  iffue  to 
this  daring  enterprife.  After  a 
march  of  three  nights,  through 
fifteen  leagues  of  almod  impaffable 
roads,  the  Chouan  column  joined 
M.  de  Puifaye  at  la  Pleffis  de 
Vern,  not  more  than  two  leagues 
from  Rennes,  without  having  ex¬ 
cited  in  the  enemy  the  flighted 
alarm.  The  other  columns  alfo 
approached  the  fcene  of  adion  with 
equal  fecrecy.  They  were,  how¬ 
ever,  ordered  to  halt  at  fume 


didance,  and  wait  a  figna!  from  the 
general,  which  if  they  did  not 
receive,  they  were  to  difperfe,  and 
return  to  their  homes  before  the 
break  of  day. 

Unfortunately,  when  the  mo¬ 
ment  vvas  almod  arrived  for  its 
execution,  this  plan  was  frudrated 
by  one  of  thofe  cafual  circum„ 
dances,  which  have  fo  often  dif- 
concerted  the  calculations  of  wifi, 
4om  and  forefight.  Two  canno¬ 
neers  of  Rennes,  having  drayed 
into  the  wood  of  la  Pleffis  de 
Vern,  fell  in  with  a  party  of  fif, 
teen  or  fixteen  Chouans,  whom 
they  deceived,  by  profeffing  them¬ 
felves  royalids,  and  offering  to 
return  to  the  city,  to  procure  at 
fupply  of  cartridges,  an  article 
with  which  the  Chouans  were  very 
flenderly  provided.  The  count 
was  not  informed  of  this  incident 
till  the  cannoneers  were  gone. 
When  they  returned  with  the  car¬ 
tridges,  they  wepe  immediately 
fecured,  The  count  was  well 
aware  that  it  was  now  impra&ica-, 
ble  to  make  any  attack  -upon 
Rennes ;  but  he  did  not  defpair 
of  drawing  fome  advantage,  even 
from  the  difcovqry  which  the 
enemy  had  made,  He  clifpatched 
orders  to  the  columns  on  the  right 
and  left  to  join  him,  and  to  the 
other  column  s  to  retire  to  their 
homes.  Scattering  feme  fmalj. 
parties  in  his  front,  to  draw  the 
affailant§  forward  by  a  limulated 
flight,  he  polled  the  main  body  of 
his  column  in  ambufh,  behind  the 
underwood  of  the  ford!.  rfihe 
republicans,  to  the  number  of  fij? 
or  feven  hundred  men,  foon  made 
their  appearance,  and  fell  com¬ 
pletely  into  the  fnare  which  was 
fpread  for  them.  They  were  rout¬ 
ed,  fuffered  a  fevere  lofs,  and  aban- 
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tinned  to  the  vigors  their  horfes, 
ammunition,  and  arms.  As  foon 
as  the  remains  of  the  detachment 
reached  the  city,  the  drums  were 
beaten,  and  the  alarm  bells  rung. 
In  order  to  enfure  viffory  by  dint 
of  numbers,  the  republicans  march¬ 
ed  out  the  whole  of  the  yarrifon, 
to  which  th?}  added  an  immenfe 
crowd  of  peafants  and  citizens, 
better  qualified  to  fpread  coqfufion 
and  difmay  arriong  their  friends, 
1  than  among  their  adverfaries. 
This  fecond  corps  was  not  more 
fortunate  than  the  firft.  Animated 
by  their  fuccefs,  the  Chouans  at¬ 
tacked  if  with  fo  much  fury,  that 
jt  was  entirely  defeated  ;  and  fuch 
was  the  ardor  of  the  conquerors, 
.  that  three  hundred  of  them  pene¬ 
trated  into  Rennes  along  with  the 
terrified  fugitives.  The  count, 
however,  did  not  think,  it  prudent 
to  ptjfh  his  advantage  any  further, 
left  the  routed  troops  fhould  re¬ 
cover  from  their  panic,  and  difeern 
the  fcantinefs  of  his  force.  He, 
therefore,  called  off  the  purfuers, 
and  encamped,  for  the  inomenr,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Rennes. 

The  following  day  the  count 
was  joined  by  the  column  on  the 
left,  which  was  commanded  by 
Meffieurs  Foreftier,  la  M  a  flue 
and  Gfignard.  The  column  on 
the  right,  not  having  received  the 
order  fent,  the  preceding  evening, 
by  M.  de  Puifaye,  had  difperfed, 
according  to  the  original  inftruc- 
tions. 

The  reluctance  of  the  royalifts 
to  move  from  their  refpeTive  dif- 
tri<fts,  has  already  been  mentioned. 
Such,  however,  was  the enthufiafm 
excited  by  the  recent-  double  vic¬ 
tory,  that  the  two  columns  loudly 
declared  their  readinefs  to  follow 
tke  count,  wherever  he  might 


think  proper  to  lead  them.  This 
wiilingnefs  of  his  troops,  he  loft- 
no  time  in  turning  to  account.  lie  . 
was  defirous  of  trying  the  temper 
of  the  furrounding  country,  and 
alfo  of  perfonally  extending  his 
fyftem  to  the  department  of  the 
Morbihan,  in  which  he  firft  found 
an  afylam,  on  his  arrival  in  the 
province,  and  where  the  popula¬ 
tion  was  almoft  entirely  compofed 
of  the  partifans  of  royalty.  The 
prefent  was  as  happy  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  as  could  poffibly  occur. 
Having  given  the  Chouans  a  day's 
reft,  he,  therefore,  commenced  his 
march. 

During  their  progrefs,  they  had 
numerous  fkirmifhes  with  the  Jaco¬ 
binical  part,  (a  fmall  part)  of  the 
'national  guards,  and  with  the 
weak  garrifons  Of  the  towns  on 
their  route.  In  all  of  thefe  the 
Chouans  had  the  upper  hand.  A 
more  ferious  evil  than  thefe  trifling- 
encounters  was  the  difficulty,  not 
to  fay  impoffibility,  of  obtaining 
provisions,  to  which  they  were  at 
their  outfet  expofed,  but  which 
they  uniformly  bore  with  the  moft 
praiie-worthy  patience.  A  decree 
of  the  convention  threatened  with 
death  thofe  who  left  any  article  of 
fubfiftence  in  the  houfes  near  which 
the  royalift  bands  Were  expected 
to  pafs ;  and  the  Chouans  had  like* 
wife  been  painted  in  fuCh  horrible 
colours  to  the  Ample  country  peo¬ 
ple,  as  ferocious  robbers  and  mur¬ 
derers,  that  the  villages  and  ham- 
lets  were  generally  deferred,  even 
by  thofe  who  were  adverfe  to  the 
jacobin  government.  But  this 
prejudice  was  foon  removed. 
Several  towns,  confiding  in  their 
military  force,  ventured  to  re  lift 
the  entrance  of  the  Cuouans.  They 
were  carried  by  affault,  Inftead, 
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however,  of  differing  the  punifh- 
mem  which  ufually  attends  a  fruit¬ 
less  oppo fit  ion  to  To  peri  or  ftrength, 
{lie  Inhabitants,  no  lefs  tc  their 
furprife  than  gratification,  found 
Lhernfe.lv  es  treated  with  the  urmoft 
klndnefs  by  their  dreaded  con¬ 
querors.  A  fcrttpulous  refpedft  was 
Ik  own  by  the  latter  to  the  pc  rib  ns 
and  property  of  the  former.  Not 
an  article  was  taken,  which  was 
not  paid  for  at  its  full  value. 
This  exemplary  con due  i  was  fe- 
eonded  by  the  eloquence  of  the 
Count,  who  always  aifernbled  the 
towns- people,  and  explained  to 
them  the  real  views,  fentiments, 
and  feelimrs,  of  thofe  whom  he 
commanded.  He,  likewife,  with 
equal  policy  and  humanity,  fpared 
the  peafantry,  who  had  either  been 
fedoced  or  compelled  to  appear 
a^aind  him  in  the  field.  Thefe 
juft  and  generous  modes  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  received  their  proper  re¬ 
ward.  Far  from  taking  flight, 
the  country  people  thenceforth 
haftened  to  meet  the  troops  of  the 
count,  and  to  lavifh  on  them  every 
thing  which  their  rudic  Ivabira- 
lions  could  afford.  In  all  quar¬ 
ters  new  and  firenuouf  parti  fans 
were  gained  to  the  caufe  of  roy¬ 
alty. 

The  royal i ft  column  at  length 
arrived  in  the  department  of  the 
IVlorbihan,  and  baited  at  Baignon, 
the  fmall  town  which  had  crigi- 
nally  afforded  a  refuge  to  M.  de 
Poifaye.  The  day  of  its  arrival 
was  a  day  of  rejoicing.  The  tree 
of  liberty  had  been  cut  down  bv 
the  townfmen,  as  focn  as  they 
heard  of  the  approach  of  the  Chou- 
ans,  and  a  bonfire  was  now  made 
of  it,  round  which  young  and  old, 
women  and  children,  danced,  and 
sittcied  fit  outs  of  joy. 


At  th:s  place  the  court  was  in¬ 
formed  that  a  body  of  royalids, 
confifting  of  eight  thoufand  men, 
who  wiibed  to  join  his  danclard, 
was  formed  in  the  fbreft  of  Mau- 
lac,  between  Malefjroit  and  Van- 
ncs.  He  was,  in  confequence, 
preparing  to  advance  to  Maniac, 
when  his  fcouts  brought  him  in¬ 
telligence  that  the  enemy  were 
moving  in  great  force  from  all 
quarters,  and  that  he  was  on  the 
point  of  being  furrounded.  This 
intelligence  was  corredk  The 
republicans  had,  indeed,  the  mod 
urgent  motives  for  putting  a 
fpeetly  flop  to  his  progrefs.  As 
long  as  they  could  keep  the  dif- 
affedted  diflridfs  without  mutual 
intcrcourfe,  and  inful  a  ted  by  large 
tracts  of  at  lead  neutral  territory, 
fo  long  had  they  little  to* dread 
from  infurredions,  which,  being- 
only  partial ,  could  not  lie  ferioufly 
dangerous.  But  they  well  knew 
that,  if  the  barrier  were  once 
broken  down,  and  the  royalift 
pods  and  communications  extended 
regularly  over  the  country,  they 
had  every  thing  to  apprehend  from 
a  general  rifing  of  the  people. 

Refolved  that  their  efforts 
fhould  nor  be  frudrated  through  a 
want  of  troops,  the  republicans 
drew  out  the  garrifons  of  Rennes, 
Montfort,  Bains,  Redon,  and,  in 
fhort,  of  all  the  towns  within 
reach,  the  jacobins,  the  national 
guards,  and  a  levy  of  peafants, 
the  fatter  of  whom  were  armed 
with  pikes.  This  force  was  di¬ 
vided  into  feveraf  columns,  which 
moved  from  all  fides  towards 
Baignon,  to  envelope  the  royalift 
corps.  As  no  time  was  to  be  loft 
by  the  count,  in  breaking  through 
the  hoftile  circle,'  it  became  a 
fubject  of  confideration  againd 
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what  part  of  the  circle  the  attack 
fhould  be  directed.  The  great  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  enemy  being  to  prevent 
him  from  penetrating  into  the  in¬ 
terior  of  the  Morbihan,  he  con¬ 
cluded  that  their  principal  ftrength 
was  in  that  quarter.  In  addition 
to  this  circumftance,  there  was 
another,  of  not  lefs  weiglft,  which 
rendered  it  prudent  for  him  to  di- 
ref!  the  march  of  his  troops  back 
towards  their  native  diftri&s. 
Should  the  Chouans  be  defeated, 
they  would  find  it  difficult  to  reach 
home  through  an  unknown  coun¬ 
try,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  too, 
ufed  a  different  language  ;  the  low 
Ereton  being  univerfally  fpoken  in 
the  department  of  the  Morbihan. 
Nor  would  this  retrograde  move¬ 
ment  be  at  all  injurious  to  his 
plans,  as  he  had  already  efta- 
blifhed  his  line  of  communication, 
in  the  moft  effectual  manner. 

From  a  hill  between  Plelan  and 
Baignon,  the  count,  on  reconnoi¬ 
tring,  faw,  at  lefs  than  a  quarter 
of  a  league  diflance,  the  junction 
of  three  republican  columns,  con¬ 
fining  of  eighty  horfe,  and  nearly 
four  thoufand  fooit.  With  this 
body  he  determined  to  hazard  a 
combat.  The  republicans,  who 
did  not  imagine  that  their  adver- 
faries  were  fo  near  them,  marched 
in  diforder,  and  without  precau¬ 
tion.  M.  de  Puifaye  allowed  them 
to  advance  half  way  up  the  hill, 
and  then  ordered  his  men  to  attack 
with  fixed  bayonets.  The  Chou¬ 
ans,  with  loud  cries,  and  without 
firing  a  (hot,  rufhed  forward  upon 
the  enemy.  Their  unexpected  ap¬ 
pearance,  2nd  the  fury  of  the 
charge,  fo  terrified  the  republi¬ 
cans,  that  they  thought  of  nothing 
but  a  precipitate  flight,  during 
which  they  threw  away  their 


*  mufkets,  ftandards,  and  every¬ 
thing  elfe  which  could  impede 
their  efcape. 

Finding  the  Chouans  highly  ani¬ 
mated  by  this  fuccefs,  the  count 
led  them  to  encounter  the  co¬ 
lumns  which  were  advancing:  on 
the  lide  of  Ploermel.  He  occupied 
a  flrong  pofition,  upon  a  height, 
on  the  verge  of  the  foreft  of  Paim- 
po!.  The  enemy,  however,  having 
learned  the  defeat  of  the  other 
columns,  did  not  think  proper  to 
come  to  an  engagement  with  the 
conquerors.  The  two  parties 
watched  each  other  till  nip-ht, 
when  the  count,  finding:  that  the 
Chouans  were  nearly  barefoot, 
and  were  defirous  of  returning  to 
their  homes,  continued,  without 
any  obftacle,  his  retreat  to  Con- 
coret,  where  he  halted,  to  allow' 
them  a  few  hours  repofe.  At 
Concoret,  M.  de  Puifaye  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  enthufiaftic  joy,  and 
found  difpatches,  which  had  been 
left  there  for  him  by  five  deputies, 
fent  in  the  name  of  the  royalift 
inhabitants  of  the  department  of 
the  Morbihan,  to  declare  their 
wifh  to  ferve  under  his  command. 

Having  no  longer  any  neceffity 
to  fight,  nor  any  thing  to  gain  by 
fighting,  the  count,  on  hearing 
that  the  republicans  were  again  in 
motion,  continued  his  courfe,  .by 
Montforr  and  St.  Germain  fur  I  lie, 
towards  the  foreft  of  Rennes. 
During  the  march,  fuch'  of  the 
Chouans  as  were  near  their  homes, 
were  allowed  to  quit  the  divifion, 
and  return  to  their  families.  By 
this  means  the  troops  remaining 
with  M.  de  Puifaye,  were  reduced 
to  nine  hundred  men  when  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
foreft.  Thofe  who  continued  with 
him  had  ftilifeveralextenfiye heaths 
9  to 
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io  pafs,  before  they  could  reach 
Gravelle  arid  Vitre,  where  their 
journey  was  to  terminate.  This 
fpace,  too,  contained  feveral  pa- 
ridaes  thoroughly  tainted  with  ja- 
cobinical  principles.  By  the^time 
the  column  arrived  near  LifFre,  in 
the  for  eft,  the  enemy,  not  lefs  than 
ten  thoufand  ftrong,  were  in  arms 
all  around,  and  every  avenue  was 
guarded  with  the  ftrideft  care. 
The  alarm  bell  was  ringing  in  all 
quarters. 

In  this  fituation,  M.  de  Puifaye 
had  no  other  *refource  than  to  re¬ 
peat  the  experiment  which  had  fo 
lately  been  fuccefsful  Fortune, 
however,  was  not,  in  this  inftance, 
propitious.  His  column  had  dif¬ 
fered  a  {till  further  diminution, 
and  thofe  Chouans  who  remained 
were  exhaufted  by  fifteen  days  of 
inceffant  exertion.  Before  break 
of  day  the  count  made  an  attack 
upon  the  nearefc  republican  divi- 
iion,  but,  meeting  with  a  vigorous 
refinance,  his  foidiers  became  dif- 
heartened,  and,  in  fpite  of  his 
efforts  and  prayers,  betook  them- 
felves  to  flight,  nor  was  it  poffible 
to  bring  them  back  to  the  combat. 
Their  lofs  was  forty  men,  among 
whom  were  four  gallant  leaders, 
the  chevaliers  de  Troroux,  Tuffin 
d’Uffy,  Poncet,  and  Fabre. 
Luckily,  the  enemy,  fearful  of 
an  ambufcade,  did  not  venture  to 
purftie  them. 

The  count  was  left  alone  upon  a 
wide  plain,  and  it  was  not  till 
after  he  had  feveral  times  been  on 
the  point  of  falling  into  the  hands 
of  his  opponents,  that  he  fucceeded 
in  reaching  a  fequeflered  valley, 
where  four  or  five  hundred  of  the 
Chouans  had  been  at  laid  colleded 
by  their  officers.  Having  fecured 
a  guide,  capable  of  conducting 


the  royalifts  through  bye  roads, 
to  a  fpot  where  they  might  fafely 
difperfe,  M.  de  Puifaye  now  gave 
the  chiefs  i nil  ru fir  ions  for  their 
future  conduCt,  took  leave  of  them, 
and  departed  wirh  M.  Jar'ry,  to 
organize  the  divifion  of  the  latter 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bain,  where  he 
hoped  to  find  M.  de  Foreftier,  and 
Duperrat,  who  had  been  feparated 
from  him  in  the  courfe  of  his 
recent  march.  After  a  toilfome 
journey  on  foot,  of  more  than 
thirty  leagues,  the  count  and  his 
companion  arrived  at  the  place  of 
their  deftination.  They  had  the 
fatisfadion  to  find  that  the  two 
miffing  officers  were  •  already 
there. 

The  trifling  check  which  the 
Chouans  fu  fibred,  was  of  no  con- 
fequence,  further  than  the  lofs  of 
brave  men  with  which  it  was 
attended.  ,  From  their  march 
through  the  province,  the  haopieft 
effeds  refulted  to  the  roval  caufe. 
New  partisans  were  gained,  the 
old  ones  were  animated,  prejudices 
were  removed,  communications 
were  opened,  and  the  royalifts 
were  rendered  warlike,  and  inspir¬ 
ed  with  a  confidence  in  themfelves, 
while  their  adverfaries,  on  the 
other  hand,  were  taught  that  thofe 
whom  they  had  depifed,  as  mere 
wandering  and  lurking  outlaws, 
could  become  truly  formidable  in 
fair  and  open  conteft. 

By  the  count,  however,  thefe 
advantages  were  bought  at  a 
dreadful  expence  to  his  feelings. 
The  deareft  friend  of  his  bofom, 
the  companion  of  all  his  labours, 
was  one  of  the  viftims.  This  was 
James  Focard,  who,  as  we  have 
feen,  accompanied  him  into  Brl- 
tanny,  after  the  diffiolutlon  of  the 
Norman  confederacy.  Focard  was 
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brought  tip  to  the  profeffion  of 
medicine,  and  having  been  called 
from  Paris  to  attend  the  count, 
whofe  phylieian  he  was,  he  deter¬ 
mined  never  more  to  quit  him, 
but  to  (hare  all  his  perils,  though 
he  well  knew  that,  Ihould  he  be 
taken  by  the  republicans,  death 
would  inevitably  be  the  penalty  of 
his  attachment  to  his  friend.  With 
a  generous  and  affeftionate  heart, 
he  polTelfed  a  penetrating  and  cul¬ 
tivated  mind,  and  a  determined 
courage,  which,  though  he  was  yet 
young,  was  tempered  and  controul- 
ed  by  a  judgment  offuch  foundnefs 
as  is  rarely  to  be  met  with  even  in 
perfons  of  riper  years.  Such  was 
the  man  whofe  lofs  M.  de  Puifaye 
had  now  to  lament.  While  he 
made  a  Ihort  halt  in  the  fored  of 
Rennes,  where  he  was  furrounded 
by  the  enemy,  he  difpatched  Fo- 
card  and  Laurent,  to  obtain  pro- 
vifions,  for  the  enfuing  day,  from 
a  neighbouring  village.  Worn 
down  by  continual  fatigues,  the 
two  melTengers  fell  afleep  in  the 
yillage,  and,  while  they  llept,  their 
arms  were  taken  from  them  by 
fome  of  the  peafantry  of  the  levy, 
who,  however,  did  them  no  other 
injury.  Thev  were  thus  left  de- 
fencelefs,  and  the  event  was  fatal. 
A  patrole  cf  regular  troops  fell 
upon  them  by  furprife,  as  they 
were  returning  to  their  comrades. 
Amidft  a  fhower  of  bullets  Lau¬ 
rent  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape 
unhurt,  but  Focard  was  compelled 
to  furrender,  and  was  carried  pri- 
foner  to  Rennes.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  count  tried  every  pofiible 
means  to  accomplilh  his  liberation. 
The  gallant  and  unfortunate  Fo¬ 
card  was  led  out  to  death,  which 
he  faced  with  calm  intrepidity, 
and  the  lad  words  that  he  uttered 
Vol.  XXXVIII. 


were  prayers  for  the  happinefs  of 
his  fovereign  and  his  friend. 

While  the  count  de  Puifaye  was 
engaged  in  organizing  the  divifion 
of  the  diftriet  of  Bain,  the  che¬ 
valier  de  Tinteniac  arrived  at  the 
quarters  of  the  count,  on  a  million 
from  the  French  princes  and  the 
Britilh  government.  In  his  per¬ 
formance  of  this  fervice,  the  che¬ 
valier  had  encountered  infinite  dif¬ 
ficulty  and  danger.  Believing  the 
count  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Vitre,  he  had  firft  directed  his 
Heps  to  that  part  of  the  country, 
and,  difappointed  there,  had  track¬ 
ed  at  a  didance  the  Chouans  in 
their  late  march,  and  palled,  with 
perfedl  fafety,  thr®ugh  the  widely  - 
fcattered  polls  and  corps  of  the 
republicans,  which  were  every 
where  in  motion  to  intercept  the 
royalid  army.  Tinteniac,  indeed, 
had  been  always  more  than  com¬ 
monly  fortunate  in  his  perilous 
journies.  Though  conftantly  em¬ 
ployed,  and  though  frequently 
furrounded,  and  feemingly  cut  off 
from  efcape,  both  in  the  field,  and 
in  houfes  where  his  relidence  had 
been  betrayed  to  the  enemy,  he 
had  never  failed  to  force  a  palfage 
fword  in  hand,  and  had  never  in 
all  his  numerous  conflicts,  received 
even  the  flighted  wound. 

The  conferences  of  the  chevalier 
and  the  count  were  long  and  in¬ 
tending.  The  former  had  hither¬ 
to  been  unacquainted  with  the  vail 
magnitude  of  the  refources  which 
Britanny  was  capable  of  furnilhing 
to  the  royal  caufe  :  the  latter  had 
remained  in  a  happy  ignorance  of 
the  defpicable  intrigues  which,  to 
the  injury  of  that  caufe,  were 
carried  on,  out  of  the  kingdom, 
by  fome  of  the  partifans  of 
royalty. 
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The  count,  ampng  other  things, 
could  not  help  eXpreffing  his  fur- 
prife  that  he  had  not  been  joined 
by  any  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who, 
after  the  death  of  their  great  chief, 
the  inarquis  de  la  Rouarie,  had 
elfeded  their  efcape  into  foreign 
countries  ;  and  he  ftrongly  depided 
the  benefit  of  which  their  talents, 
their  influence,  and  their  local 
knowledge,  would  be  produdive 
to  the  royalift  party.  Fearing  that 
a  repugnance  to  combat,  in  their 
native  province,  under  the  orders 
of  a  general  and  of  officers  who 
were  not  natives  of  Britanny,  was 
the  caufe  which  deterred  them 
from  corning  forward,  he  declared 
the  readinefs  of  himfelf  and  his 
officers  to  yield  up  their  ft  at  ions 
to  thofe  who  had  a  natural  claim 
to  be  the  leaders  of  the  Bretons. 
Tinteniac,  however,  allured  him 
that  the  expatriated  Breton  officers 
were  incapable  of  being  ad.ua ted 
by  fuch  pitiful  motives.  They 
had  an  ardent  defire,  he  faid,  to 
lhare  the  glory  and  the  perils  of 
their  countrymen,  and  the  major 
part  of  them  had  taken  up  their  refi-r 
dence  in  Jerfey,  that  they  might  be 
enabled  the  more  eafily  to  reach 
the  F rench  coal! ;  but  their  ar¬ 
dour  was  rendered  of  no  avail 
by  particular  circumllances.  The 
Britilh  government  had  refolved 
to  raife  regiments  of  emigrants, 
and,  in  confequencc  of  this,  the 
perfons  who  were  to  head  the  new 
regiments,  eager  to  procure  their 
recruits  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  fe- 
cretly  threw  obltacles  in  the  way 
of  thofe  who  wilhed  to  quit  the 
ifland,  for  the  purpofe  of  joining 
the  royaiifts.  But  thefe  obltacles 
would,  he  added,  be  immediately 
removed,  if  the  count  would  re¬ 


quell  the  Britilh  miniltcrs  to  giviS 
the  necclfary  orders. 

The  condud  of  the  marquis  du 
Drefnay,  whom  the  French  princes 
had  appointed  as  fuccelfor  to  de  la 
Rouarie,  was  the  next  fubjed  of 
difculfion.  Six  months  had  elapfed 
fince  the  marquis  firft  announced 
his  appointment  ;  and  he  had  yet 
given  no  figns  of  life.  While 
thofe  of  whom  he  was  the  nominal 
head,  were  every  day  contending 
in  arms  with  the  enemy,  he  re¬ 
mained  at  his  eafe  ip  Jerfey.  It 
was  neither  proper  nor  poffible  for 
M.  de  Puifaye  to  conceal  that  this 
ftrange  and  unmilitary  condud  had 
excited  univerfal  difeontent.  Tin¬ 
teniac,  in  reply,  Hated  M.  du 
Drefnay  to  be  a  man  of  honor 
and  good  will,  but  weak  and 
with  llender  talents.  Two  things 
Hood,  he  faid,  in  the  way  of  his 
coming  into  Britanny,  to  alfume 
the  command.  He  had  unwifely 
quarrelled  with,  and  difgufted, 
the  friends  of  M.  de  la  Rouarie  ; 
and  he  was  the  colonel  of  one  of 
the  emigrant  regiments  now  raif- 
ing.  The  latter  was  the  principal 
caufe  of  his  abfence  ;  as  it  was 
more  his  intereft  to  remain  where 
his  fervices  were  to  be  paid,  than 
to  go  where  they  mull;  be  gratui¬ 
tous  y  afforded.  From  fuch  a 
leader  little  could  be  expeded. 
Ncverthelefs,  M.  de  Puifaye,  to 
manifclt  his  refped  for  the  orders 
of  the  princes,  caufed  M.  du 
Drefnay  to  be  acknowledged  as 
their  head  by  all  his  friends  who 
were  prefent,  and  gave  orders  that 
the  fame  acknowledgment  fliould 
be  made,  without  delay,  by  the 
whole  of  the  divifions. 

The  chevalier  was  exceedingly 
urgent  with  the  count  to  under-  I 

take 
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foke  a  voyage  to  England,  to  fo- 
licit  aid  from  the  minifters,  whom 
he  reprefen  ted  as  often  receiving 
fuch  perplexed  and  confradiftory 
information  on  the  royalift  affairs, 
that  they  were  at  a  lofs  in  what 
manner  to  aft.  A  perfonal  inter¬ 
view  of  an  hour,  between  the 
minifters  and  the  count,  would, 
Tinteniac  faid,  produce  more  be¬ 
neficial  effefts  than  volumes  of 
letters  and  memorials,  or  than  all 
the  efforts  of  the  moft  zealous  and 
intelligent  envoy. 

That  a,  voyage  to  England 
would  ultimately  be  politic,  the 
count  allowed,  but  he  was  of 
opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
undertaken  at  prefent.  ‘With  a 
becoming  pride  he  declared,  that 
both  the  intereft  and  the  dignity 
of  the  king  of  France  required 
that  the  royalift;  party  fhould  not 
be  regarded  by  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  light  of  an  hired  band, 
but  in  that  of  an  ally,  capable  of 
rendering  effential  fervice  to  Eng¬ 
land  herfelf,  in  return  for  the  fuc- 
cours  which  fhe  might  afford.  Till, 
however,  that  party  acquired  a 
real  weight  in  the  political  ba¬ 
lance,  it  mtift  never  hope  to  be 
looked  upon  in  that  charafter.  A 
very  fhort  time  would,  he  faid, 
bring  affairs  in  Bfitanny  to  fuch  a 
ftate  as  to  put  it  in  his  power  to 
claim  for  his  fovereign  the  alliance 
of  England.  A  ftill  fhorter  time 
would,  probably,  elapfe,  before  he 
fhould  have  an  opportunity  of  con¬ 
vincing  the  Englifti  cabinet  of  the 
value  of  rh'e  alliance.  The  jaco¬ 
bins  were  now  meditating  an  in- 
vafion  of  the  Britifh  iflands.  This 
projeft  he  would  compel  them  to 
abandon,  and  would  thus  prove 
to  England  that  the  royalifts  of 
Britanny  were  fufficiently  formi¬ 


dable  to  be  ranked  among  her 
allies. 

It  was  finally  fettled  that  Tin¬ 
teniac  fhould  perfonally  infotm  the 
French  princes,  and  the  Britifh. 
minifters,  of  the  fituatfon  of  affaire 
in  Britanny ;  that,  as  the  pecu¬ 
niary  refources  of  the  count  were 
nearly  exhaufted,  he  fhould  folicit 
from  the  minifters  an  afliftance  in 
-  money ;  and  that  he  fhould  en¬ 
force,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms. 


the  abfolute  necefiity  of  afting  in 
future  upon  one  uniform  fyftem. 

In  order  to  teftify  to  the  che¬ 
valier  at  once  the  gratitude  of  the 
Bretons,  and  their  moderation, 
the  count,  with  the  unanimous 
affent  of  the  other  chiefs,  con¬ 
ferred  on  him  previoufly  to  his 
departure,  the  rank  of  chief  of 
divifion.  As  Tinteniac  was  the  fe- 
nior  colonel  of  all  the  Breton  chiefs 
of  divifion,  who  had  formerly 
ferved  in  the  regular  army,  his 
new  rank  gave  him,  of  courfe,  the 
command  over  them.  He  now 
took  his  leave  of  the  count,  pro- 
mifing  to  return  when  he  had 
accomplifhed  his  miftion,  and  to 
bring  with  him  a  number  of  offi¬ 
cers,  who  were  his  friends,  and  who 
were  eager  to  take  a  fhare  in  this 
honourable  con t eft. 

The  predictions  of  M.  de  Pui- 
faye,  with  refpeft  to  an  invauon 
of  the  Britifh  territories,  were 
fpeedily  verified  by  the  jacobin 
rulers  of  France.  As  early  as 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1793,  the  committee  of  Public 
Safety,  and  its  military  com¬ 
mittee,  were  bufily,  though  fe~ 
cretly,  employed,  in  concerting 
the  plans,  and  making  prepara¬ 
tions,  for  a  defcent,  which,  they 
fondly  flattered  themfelves,  would 
give  a  fatal  blow  to  their  moft: 
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bated  and  dreaded  enemy.  Their 
navy  was  yet  untried,  and,  with 
infinite  arrogance,  they  antici¬ 
pated  for  it  a  fplendid  triumph 
over  the  navy  of  the  “  modern 
Carthage.”  ((  We  fhail  foon,” 
they  exclaimed,  “  punifh  England, 
and  avenge  France.” 

Filled  with  thefe  ideas,  they 
preflfed  forward  rhe  equipment  of 
the  Brefi  fleet,  corififting  of  thirty 
fail  of  the  line,  and  they  formed, 
-«*  i  at  Parame,  between  Can- 

_Cil  dale  and  St.  Malo,  in 
1 '  ^  fight  of  the  ifland  of 
Jerfey,  a  camp  of  twenty-four 
thonfand  chofen  troops.  Two  of 
the  conventional  deputies,  Ruamps 
and  Billaud  Varennes,  were  dif- 
patched  to  accelerate  the  preli¬ 
minary  meafures.  In  a  counci  1  of 
war,  it  is  faid  to  have  been  defini¬ 
tively  arranged,  that  Jerfey  and 
Guerhfey  fhould  be  the  firfl  obiedls 
of  attack,  and  that,  after  their  fur- 
rend  r,  and  the  defeat  or  flight  of 
the  Englifb  fquadron,  an  attempt 
fhould  be  made  upon  the  Ifle  of 
Wight.  It  is,  however,  highly 
improbable  that  their  views  ex¬ 
tended  no  further  than  merely  to 
rending  off  thefe  fmall  outlying 
portions  of  the  Britifh  empire. 
The  magnitude  of  the  force,  their 
ob  v;ous  intereft,  their  own  lofty 
language,  the  fanguinenefs  of  their 
hopes,  and  the  internal  fituation  of 
England  itfelf,  ail  compel  us  to 
believe  that  the  armament  was 
dettined  for  greater  purpofes  that* 
the  conqueft  of  three  comparative¬ 
ly  infignificant,  though  valuable, 
iflands. 

Some  of  the  royalift  chiefs  were 
of  opinion  that  it  would  be  more 
wife  to  allow  the  expedition  to 
fail,  and  thus  difembarrafs  the 
province  of  a  powerful  army,  than 


by  any  previous  hoftile  fieps, 
compel  the  jacobin  government  to 
relinquifh  its  fchemes  of  invafion, 
and  feat  ter  the  troops  through 
Britanny,  to  hold  the  Bretons  in 
fubjediion.  M.  de  Ptiifaye,  how¬ 
ever,  though  lie  was  well  aware  of 
the  momentary  advantage  which 
would  refult  from  the  departure  of 
the  republicans,  deemed  it  highly 
imprudent  for  the  royalifts  to  re¬ 
main  inadlive  at  this  critical  pe¬ 
riod.  If  England,  he  urged,  were 
vanquifhed  by  the  invaders,  all 
hope  would  be  extinguifhed  ;  for 
how  could  the  Bretons  exped!  to 
overcome  thofe  by  whom  fhe  had 
been  overcome  ;  but,  fhould  fhe 
prove  vidlorious,  with  what  face 
could  they,  who,  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  had  made  no  effort  in  her 
behalf,  apply  to  her  for  fuccour. 
This,  he  faid,  was  the  moment  to 
prove,  that  the  alliance  of  the  fo- 
vereign  of  France,  even  in  his 
prefent  unfortunate  flate,  could  be 
ferviceable  to  England.  The  ar¬ 
guments  of  the  count  were  allowed 
to  be  irrefragable,  and  it  was 
accordingly  refolved  to  fruftrate 
the  republican  projedt  of  inva- 
fiem# 

t  now  remained  to  decide  upon 
the  moft  proper  mode  ©f  carrying 
this  refolution  into  effedl.  To 
call  together  the  divifions  of  the 
Lower  Maine,  and  of  the  Ille  and 
Vilaine,  which  were  neareft  the 
feene  of  adtion,  and  to  march  them 
in  a  body  again!!  the  republicans, 
would  be  an  experiment  fraught 
with  danger.  A  defeat  in  a  battle 
might  produce  fatal  confequences, 
or,  at  leaf!,  fpread  difeouragement 
among  the  Bretons.  Befides,  the 
royalills  had  neither  artillery  nor 
cavalry,  and,  which  was  of  far 
more  importance,  they  would  find 

it 


5 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


it  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to 
procure  fubfiften.ee  for  any  length 
of  time,  when  removed  from  their 
homes.  Nor  was  this  all.  During 
their  abfence,  the  conventionalifts, 
who  were  now  obliged  to  fight 
for  every  mouthful  of  food,  and 
whofe  detachments  were  generally 
defeated,  would  fweep  off,  with¬ 
out  oppofition,  the  produce  of  the 
country,  and  thus  ftarve  at  once 
the  royalifts  in  arms,  and  thofe 
who  were  left  behind. 

A  plan,  lefs  hazardous  to  the 
loyal  Bretons,  and  more  deftru&ive 
to  the  enemy,  was  adopted  by  M. 
de  Puifaye.  It  confided  in  hold¬ 
ing  quiet  the  country  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  republican 
army,  and  forming,  at  confidera- 
ble  diftances,  divifions  of  a  fuffi- 
cient  ftrength  to  alarm  the  enemy, 
and  oblige  him  to  march  againft 
them.  Thefe  divifions,  however, 
were  never  to  come  to  an  engage¬ 
ment,  unlefs  under  circumftanees 
which  enfured  their  fuccefs.  They 
were  to  difperfe  on  the  approach 
of  the  hoftile  forces,  and  others 
were  to  be  called  out  at  twenty  or 
thirty  leagues  from  the  fpot,  in 
order  to  harafs  the  republicans  by 
keeping  them  in  continual  and 
fruitlefs  motion.  During  the 
march  of  the  latter,  they  were  to 
be  inceflfantly  annoyed,  on  their 
flanks  and  rear,  and  expofed  to 
ambufeades  and  ftratagems,  which, 
from  the  local  knowledge  of  thofe 
who  praciifed  them,  could  fcarcely 
fail  of  being  effe&ual. 

This  plan  was  executed  with 
equal  vigour  and  (kill,  and  pro¬ 
duced  thofe  confequences  which 
the  royalift  leader  expedled.  The 
republicans,  conftantiy  alarmed  by 
ipfurreCiions,  were  under  the  ne- 
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ceffity  of  fending  detachments  to 
quell  them,  and  fo  frequently  did 
the  demand  for  frefh  troops  recur, 
that,  by  the  beginning  of  the 
autumn,  not  more  than  three 
hundred  men  remained  in  the 
camp  of  Parame,  and  all  thoughts 
of  invading  and  over-running 
England  were  thenceforth  laid 
afide. 

Indefatigable  in  his  exertions, 
M.  de  Puifaye  devoted  every  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  exiftence  to  the  caufe 
which  he  had  cfpoufed.  Either 
the  pen  or  the  fword  was  for  ever 
in  his  hand.  The  correfpondence 
which  he  himfelf  had  to  carry  on 
in  Britanny  alone  was  immenfe. 
But  this  was  not  the  foie  corref¬ 
pondence  in  which  he  was  en¬ 
gaged.  He  kept  up  a  commu¬ 
nication  with  Paris*  Normandy, 
and  the  Southern  Provinces,  and 
procured  the  means  of  obtaining 
intelligence  from  every  part  of 
France,  where  any  difpofition  was 
fhown  to  throw  off  the  heavy  and 
degrading  yoke  of  the  jacobin  op- 
preflfors. 

For  the  toils  which  he  under¬ 
went,  the  count  found  an  ample 
compenfation  in  his  rapid  fuccefs. 
By  the  middle  of  the  fummer  of 
the  year  1794,  the  royalift  party 
had  acquired  an  extenfion  and 
ftrength,  which  almoft  furpafled 
all  that  he  had  dared  to  hope. 

The  department  ot  the  Ille  and 
Vilaine,  which  was  the  center  of 
his  operations,  was  completely 
organized ;  but  the  divifions  on  the 
right  and  left  of  the  river  Ranee 
were  ordered  not  to  make  the 
flighted:  movement,  as  their  com¬ 
mitting  hoftili ties  would  again 
draw  the  republican  troops  to  the 
coaft,  and  render  difficult  the  mu. 
[£3]  teal 
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tual  interceurfe  which  was  kept  up 
between  the  iiland  of  Jerfey  and 
the  continent. 

In  nearly  an  equal  date  of  for- 
wardnefs  was  the  department  of 
the  Cotes  du  Nord,  or  northern 
coafts,  which  extends  along  the 
Britifti  channel,  from  the  bay  of 
St.  Malo,  to  that  of  St.  Michael. 
The  firft  bands  of  Chouans  in  this 
quarter  were,  as  we  have  before 
Hated,  formed  in  the  foreft  of 
Lorges,  by  Bernard  de  Ville- 
neuve,  the  friend  of  la  Rouarie. 
Villeneuve,  however,  who  was 
Angularly  unambitious,  had  never 
•extended,  or  feemed  defirous  of 
extending,  his  efforts  or  his  au¬ 
thority  beyond  the  boundary  of 
the  foreft.  By  the  peifuafion  of 
"M.  de  Puifaye,  the  chevalier 
Charles  de  Boifhardy,  an  officer 
of  daring  courage,  and  poffeffing 
great  influence  over  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  northern  coafts,  was 
induced  to  affume  the  command. 
His  a&ivity  foon  extended  the 
royalift  organization  to  the  limits 
of  his  territory. 

The  friends  of  royalty  in  the 
department  of  Finifterre,  which 
comprehends  all  the  weftern  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  Breton  peninfuJa, 
were  not  lefs  numerous,  though, 
from  motives  of  policy,  they  were 
not  yet  called  into  adtion.  Every 
thing  was,  however,  prepared,  to 
make  their  fer vices  available,  when¬ 
ever  the  proper  moment  fliould  ar¬ 
rive. 

But,  ardent  as  were  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  the  Bretons  in  the  caufe 
of  their  Sovereign,  in  no  quarter 
was  greater  ardour  difplayed  than 
in  the  department  of  the  Morbi- 
han.  This  department,  which 
fakes  its  name  from  an  arm  of  the 


fea  deeply  indenting  tjhc  coaft,  has 
a  population  of  more  than  five 
hundred  thoufand  fouls,  defcended 
from  the  unconquerable  Veneti. 
Its  inhabitants  are  bold,  hardy, 
inured  to  fatigue,  accuftomed  to 
live  on  coarfe  and  fcanty  fare, 
defpifers  of  luxury,  and  enthufi- 
aftically  attached  to  their  ufages, 
laws,  and  religion.  Their  lan¬ 
guage  is  the  Low  Breton,  en¬ 
tirely  diftindf  from  the  French, 
and  derived  in  part  from  the 
ancient  Britifh.  Even  before  the 
period  when  the  natives  of  Mor- 
bihan  took  up  arms,  the  jacobin 
rulers  of  France  had  never  been 
able  to  deprive  them  of  their 
priefts  and  religious  ceremonies, 
nor  to  enforce  among  them  the 
circulation  of  aflignats,  nor  even 
of  fpecie  bearing  the  revolutionary 
enflgns.  The  fturdy  peafant6 
kept  guard  round  the  churches, 
while  divine  fervice  was  perform¬ 
ed,  and  they  refufed  to  fell  theif 
yattle  to  the  jacobin  commif- 
fioners,  unlefs  they  were  paid  in 
money,  ftamped  with  the  effigies 
of  the  kings  of  France.  Officers 
alone  were  wanting  to  giye  effect 
to  their  loyalty  and  fpirit.  Thefe 
were  at  length  obtained.  For  a 
Ihort  time  the  count  de  la  Bour. 
donnaye  held  the  chief  command, 
to  which  he  was  raifed  by  the 

unanimous  voice  of  his  country- 

/  •<  | 

men.  But,  on  the  return  of  the 
count  de  Silz  to  Britanny,  de  la 
Bourdonnaye,  with  that  modefty 
which  almoft  always  accompanies 
real  merit,  refigned  it  to  him,  a§ 
better  calculated  than  himfclf  to 
fill  it  with  advantage.  The  count 
de  Silz  had  under  him  his  brother, 
the  chevalier  de  Silz,  who  coul<j 
bring  three  thoufand  men  into  the 

field, 
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field,  the  count  de  Boullainvilliers, 
Guillemotte,  two  gentlemen  named 
Lantivy,  Bonfils,  Jean  Jean,  Bcr- 
thelot,  Robineau  de  St.  Regent, 
d’Allegre,  Georges  Cadoudal,  and 
Mercier,  of  Vendee. 

The  two  latter  officers,  and  ef- 
pecially  Georges,  became  fo  diffin- 
guifhed  among  the  royaliits,  that 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  enter 
fomewhat  more  into  their  charac¬ 
ters  than  iqto  thole  of  their  col¬ 
leagues.  Georges,  the  fon  of  a 
countryman,  was  fcarcely  more 
than  twenty  years  of  age,  and  had 
received  rather  an  imperfect  edu¬ 
cation,  a  misfortune  of  which  he 
was  fully  fenffble,  and  which  in¬ 
duced  him  fometimes  to  place  too 
much  confidence  in  others,  and 
top  little  in  himfelf.  Though  his 
manners  were  not  polilhed,  he  made 
ample  amends  for  this  defed,  by 
the  goodnefs  of  his  heart.  He 
poflefled  religious  principles,  a 
high  fenfe  of  honour,  a  found  un¬ 
demanding,  and  a  courage  which 
nothing  could  difmay.  When  the 
royal  catholic  army  traverfed  Bri- 
tanny,  he  joined  it  at  the  head  of 
a  corps  of  the  natives  of  the  Mor- 
bihan,  and  fought  with  fignal  va¬ 
lour. 

Mercier,  though  denominated 
Mercier  of  Vendee,  was  born  in  a 
town  of  Anjou,  and  was  the  fon  of 
a  citizen.  Few  men  had  talents 
and  virtues  better  calculated  to  in-  , 
fpire  at  once  confidence,  refped, 
and  affeclion.  Experience  was  all 
that  he  flood  in  need  ot  to  make 
him  nearly  per  fed — for  he  had 
barely  turned  his  eighteenth  year. 
Yet,  at  this  early  period,  he  had 
an  ardent  mind,  quick  talents,  and 
unufual  penetration.  Pious,  bene- 
.  %Tolent,  and.candid,  he  was  beloved 
'in  no  ccmjnon  degree  by  all  his 


companions.  His  military  pro¬ 
pensities  and  qualifications  marked 
him  out  as  born  to  (bine  in  the 
difficult  fcience  of  war.  All  his 
leifure  moments  were  devoted  to 
the  ftudy  of  tadics  and  fortifica¬ 
tion,  and,  in  his  marches,  journies, 
and  combats,  he  miffed  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  applying  to  the  ground, 
over  which  he  palled,  the  maxims 
which  he  had  learned.  To  the 
intrepidity  of  an  old  foldier  he 
added  that  rarer  gift,  prefence  of 
mind,  and  a  gaiety  which  never 
deferted  him,  even  in  the  nffdft  of 
adverfity  and  danger, 

Mercier  joined  the  Poitevin  ar¬ 
my  during  its  inarch  through  his 
native  province,  and  he  foon  con- 
traded  a  friendfhip  with  Georges, 
After  the  final  defeat  of  the  army, 
the  two  friends  fought  an  afylum 
with  the  family  of  Georges  in  the 
Morbihan ;  but  they  could  not 
elude  the  fanguinary  vigilance  of 
the  republicans.  They  were  feiz- 
ed,  and  fent  prifoners  to  Breft. 
It  was  in  the  prifon  of  that  city 
that  they  became  acquainted  with 
a  man  well  fitted  to  communicate 
to  them  that  knowledge  which 
circumftances  had  hitherto  pre¬ 
vented  them  from  acquiring.  This 
was  M.  d'Allegre,  a  native  of 
Marfeilles,  and  rich  planter  of  St. 
Domingo,  whofe  natural  talents 
had  been  feduloufiy  cultivated  by 
education,  and  who  allied  urbanity 
of  manners,  and  benevolence  of 
difpofition,  with  firmnefs,  fpirit, 
adivity,  and  fortitude.  Forefee- 
ing  the  utter  ruin  which  impended 
over  the  colony  of  St,  Domingo, 
he  quitted  the  ifUnd  with  his  fa¬ 
mily,  and  arrived  in  tne  fouth  of 
France,  at  the  raomer.'  when 
the  inhabitants  of  Marfeilles  were 
arming  againfi:  the  convention. 
[R  4]  Compelled^ 
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Compelled,  after  the  fubmiffion  of 
the  Marfeillefe,  to  take  fhclter  in 
Toulon,  he  was  one  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  which  conducted  the  nego¬ 
tiation  for  putting  the  town  into 
the  hands  of  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment.  .For  this  aft  he  was  out¬ 
lawed  by  the  jacobin  ufurpers.  He 
contrived,  however,  to  reach  Tu¬ 
rin,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Lon¬ 
don  ;  but,  anxious  to  bring  his  fa¬ 
mily  alfo  to  a  place  of  fafety,  he 
embarked  in  a  defencelefs  veflel, 
was  taken  by  a  republican  priva. 
teer,  and  carried  into  Bred.  Be¬ 
ing  an  outlaw,  he  was  not  entitled 
to  a  trial,  and  he  was  accordingly 
thrown  into  a  dungeon,  to  wait 
the  day  of  execution.  In  this 
dungeon  Georges  and  Mercier 
were  confined.  Happily  for  them 
all,  the  downfall  of  Robefpierre, 
which  took  place  at  this  period, 
gave  them  a  refpite,  and  induced 
their  keepers  to  allow  them  daily 
a  few  hours  of  air  and  exercife. 
This  indulgence  was  turned  to  ac¬ 
count  by  M.  d’Allegre.  He  drew 
a  plan  of  the  interior  of  the  prifon, 
and  fent  it  to  fome  friends,  who 
furnifhed  him  with  the  neceflary 
means  to  enfure  the  efcape  of  him- 
felf  and  his  companions.  During 
the  night,  the  three  prifoners  broke 
their  bonds,  and  direfted  their 
courfe  towards  the  Morbihan,  find¬ 
ing  every  where  proteftors  and 
guides  among  the  peafants,  by 
whom  they  were  efcorted,  from 
cottage  to  cottage,  till  they  fafely 
arrived  at  the  end  of  their  jour¬ 
ney. 

Under  thefe  officers,  and  the 
Others  whom  we  have  mentioned, 
ft ich  rapid  progrefs  was  made  in 
arrayii  g  the  department  of  the 
Morbihan,  that,  by  the  autumn  of 
17 94,  fourteen  divifions,  confiding 


of  as  many  thoufand  men,  were  in 
arms,  and  above  twenty  thoufand 
more  of  the  peafantry  waited  only 
for  arms  to  take  the  field  with 
their  comrades. 

The  country  between  the  Loire 
and  the  Vilaine,  from  Chateau 
Briant  to  Nantz,  comprehending 
the  larged  portion  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  lower  Loire,  was  un¬ 
der  the  direftion  of  the  vifeount  de 
Scepeaux,  a  zealous  and  gallant 
chief,  who  was  aided  by  the  cheva¬ 
lier  de  Dieuzie,  Turpin,  Moulins, 
Cacquereau,  and  many  others. 
The  didrift  of  the  vifeount  de 
Scepeaux  was  not  confined  within 
the  limits  of  Britanny  ;  it  in¬ 
cluded  all  the  fouth  of  upper  An¬ 
jou,  as  far  as  the  river  Sarte,  and 
the  borders  of  Maine, 

The  lower  Maine  had  very 
early  manifeded  its  attachment  to 
royalty,  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
province  was  now  called  into  ac¬ 
tion  by  lyl*  Tridan  PHermite, 
the  friend  of  the  count  de  Puifaye, 
Among  thofe  who  difplayed  the 
greated  zeal  in  feconding  Triftap 
l’Hermite  was  M,  la  Chandellier 
de  Pierreville,  an  officer  of  little 
ftatpre,  feeble  appearance,  and  de¬ 
licate  health,  but  gifted  with  an 
enterprifing  fpirit,  and  an  intrepi¬ 
dity  which  was  not  furpaiTed  by 
any  of  his  compatriots. 

The  whole  of  the  royalid  terri¬ 
tory  was  organised  by  the  count 
on  one  regular  military  fyftem, 
Each  department  was  formed  into 
feveral  divifions,  commanded  by 
a  general,  having  under  him  chiefs 
of  divifions,  who  bore  tfie  rank  of 
colonel.  To  each  divifion  be, 
longed  a  council,  compofed  of  fii$ 
members  and  a  treafuier.  Next  in 
authority  to  the  chiefs  of  divifions 
were  the  chiefs  of  cantons,  who 
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ranked  as  majors,  had  a  vote  in 
the  councils  of  the  diviftons,  and 
prefided  over  the  parochial  com¬ 
mittees.  Thefe  committees  con¬ 
fided  only  of  three  members.  The 
duty  of  the  chiefs  of  cantons  was 
to  raife  and  train  companies  from 
the  loyal  peafantry,  and  from  thofe 
foldiers,  and  young  men  of  the 
requifttion,  who  abandoned  the 
republican  ftandard. 

The  time  was  now  arrived  when 
having  gained  fufficient  ftrength, 
M.  de  Puifaye  found  himfelf  at  li¬ 
berty  to  hold  a  more  open  and  de- 
cifive  language  to  the  enemy  than 
he  had  hitherto  done.  Motives  of 
policy,  too,  called  upon  him  to 
fpeak  in  a  bolder  tone.  It  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  him  to  intimidate  the 
jacobins,  and  thus  check  the  cru¬ 
elties  which  they  exercifed  upon 
all  whom  they  fufpe&ed  of  favour¬ 
ing  the  Chouans.  Nor  was  it 
lefs  neceflary  for  him  to  put  an  end 
to  the  irrefoiution  of  thofe  who, 
toyalifts  in  their  hearts,  had  not 
courage  enough  to  avow  their  fen- 
timents,  and  hoped  to  efcape  from 
danger  by  preferving  a  cowardly 
neutrality. 

A  proclamation  was  accordingly 
iflued,  addrefled  to  the  French 
people,  and  figned  by  the  count  de 
Puifaye,  and  forty-three  of  the 
leaders.  Com¬ 
mencing  with  a  forcible 
and  juft  pidf  ure  of  the  de¬ 
graded  and  opprefted  ftate  of 
France,  it  declared  that  the  roy- 
alift  party  was  at  war  with  the 
ufurpers,  and  was  determined  ne¬ 
ver  to  lay  down  its  arms  till  reli¬ 
gion  and  monarchy  were  firmly 
re-eftablilhed.  Solemnly  calling 
round  the  ftandard  of  their  fove- 
reign  all  Frenchmen,  and  efpecially 
Che  natives  of  Britanny  and  the 
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neighbouring  provinces,  it  an¬ 
nounced  the  resolution  of  the  roy- 
alifts  to  confidtr  as  rebels,  and  to 
punifh  as  fuch,  with  death  and 
confifcation,  not  only  thofe  who 
efpoufed  the  caufeof  republicanifm, 
but  thofe  a.fo  who,  wavering  be¬ 
tween  two  parties,  dared  to  hope 
that  they  would  be  allowed  to 
perfevere  in  an  infamous  neutrality. 
Friendlhip  and  protefrion  was  of¬ 
fered  to  whoever  had  the  will  and 
the  courage  to  (hake  off  the  yoke 
of  tyranny.  The  proclamation 
likewife  authorized  the  opening  of 
loans  for  the  equipment  of  the 
troops,  and  forbade  all  tax-gather¬ 
ers,  and  receivers  of  public  money, 
to  pay  the  fums  in  their  hands  to 
any  other  perfons  than  the  trea- 
furer  and  commiffioners  of  the 
royalift  army. 

Deferters  now  beginning  to 
come  over  in  confiderable  num¬ 
bers,  the  count  and  his  colleague* 
addreffed  a  proclamation  to  the 
generals,  officers,  and  fol-  . 
diers  of  the  national  guards,  u^‘ 
and  of  the  republican  armies,  2C> 
It  was  drawn  up  in  a  ftyle  admi¬ 
rably  calculated  tc  produce  the 
deftred  eff'ed  ;  a  ftyle  of  affe&ionate 
remonft ranee,  ftrongly  depi&ing 
to  them  the  disgrace  which  they 
incurred,  by  fuffering  themfelves 
to  be  the  inftruments,  dupes  and 
flaves,  of  men  covered  with  infa¬ 
my,  and  guilty  of  the  moft  horrible 
crimes.  Not  only  pardon,  and  the 
retention  of  their  prefent  rank, 
but  honours  and  rewards  were  held 
out  to  all  who,  quitting  the  re¬ 
publican  banner,  (hould  affift  in. 
reftoring  the  fovereign  to  his  law¬ 
ful  rights.  At  the  fame  time,  to 
deter  the  republicans  from  perftft^ 
ing  in  the  cuftom  of  putting  to 
death  the  Chouans,  they  were  warn¬ 
ed 
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ed  that  they  themfelves  muft  not, 
henceforth,  expeft  to  receive  that 
quarter  which  had  hitherto  been 
granted  them. 

The  objeft  of  this  proclamation 
was  fully  anfwered,  as  far  as  re¬ 
lated  to  thinning  the  ranks  of  the 
Conventional  army.  The  defer- 
ters  (hortly  became  fo  numerous 
that  the  pecuniary  pefources  of  the 
royalifts  were  infufficient  to  furnifh 
the  neceffary  maintenance  and  pay, 
and  many  were,  in  confequence, 
palTed  to  their  homes  by  the  chiefs, 
with  orders  to  wait  there,  till  the 
moment  arrived  when  they  could 
be  embodied  and  brought  into  the 
field. 

During  the  period  which  had 
elapfed  fince  the  departure  of  the 
chevalier  de  Tinteniac,  the  count 
had  received,  by  means  of  M. 
Prigent,  feveral  difpatches,  from 
Lord  Balcarras,  at  Jerfey,  with 
affu ranees  of  friendfhip  and  fup- 
port,  but  they  were  unaccompanied 
by  any  fuccour,  nor  had  he  any 
intelligence  from  the  chevalier 
himfelf,  whom  he  knew  to  be  in 
the  Britilh  capital.  The  friends 
of  M.  de  Puifaye  now  began  to 
prefs  him  to  vilit  London  immedi¬ 
ately,  that  he  might  confer  with 
the  Englifh  minifies,  and  learn 
what  aid  the  royaliils  might  ex¬ 
peft  from  that  quarter.  Nor  >vas 
he  averfe  from  complying  with 
their  willies.  His  party. had  ac¬ 
quired  fuch  weight,  and  had  done 
fuch  fervice  to  England,  that  he 
might  well  hope  to  negotiate  for 
it  upon  honourable  terms.  He 
determined,  therefore,  to  delay 
no  longer;  and  accordingly  fet 
out  on  his  journey  towards  the 
coaft.  On  his  way  he  was  met  by 
M.  Prigent,  who  had  juft  landed 
.with  letters  from  Lord  Balcarras, 


the  Duke  of  Harcourt,  and  the 
marquis  du  Drefnay  ;  and  who 
likewife  informed  him  that  the 
che  valierde  Tinteniac  and  the  Bri- 
tifh  minifters  were  anxious  for  his 
arrival  in  London. 

With  M.  Prigent  arrived  three 
officers,  meffieurs  Solihac  and  de 
Jouette,  and  M.  Defotteux  de 
Cormatin.  The  fatally  confpicu- 
ous  part  which  the  latter  was  de- 
ftined  to  aft  in  the  royalift  affairs, 
renders  it  neceffary  that  the  reader 
fhould  have  fome  knowledge  of 
his  charafter,  and  of  his  preten- 
fions  to  that  celebrity  which  he 
afterwards  unfortunately  acquired, 
M.  Defotteux  was  the  fon  pf  ref- 
peftable  parents,  who  were  not  of 
the  clafs  of  nobles.  Yet  with  that 
fondnefs  for  title  which  is  the  fure 
indication  of  a  weak  mind,  he  affi 
fumed  the  rank  of  Baron,  and 
denominated  himfelf  the  Baron  de 
Cormatin,  from  an  eftate  which 
belonged  to  his  wife.  With  fome, 
though  llender  talents,  with  a 
merely  fuperficial  knowledge,  and 
with  little  penetration  or  judg. 
ment,  he  was  prefumptuous,  vain, 
obftinately  wedded  to  his  own 
opinions,  and  immeafurably  ambi¬ 
tious, 

M.  Cormatin  brought  with  him 
a  recommendation  from  the  French 
princes ;  and  from  the  marquis  d& 
Bouille,  whofe  adjutant-general 
he  had  been,  a  highly  flattering 
certificate  of  his  military  IkiJb 
and  perfonal  merits.  Thefe  tefti- 
rnonies  in  his  favour,  together  , 
with  a  defire  to  manifeft  refpeft  to 
the  princes,  and  kindnefs  to  the 
emigrants,  induced  M.  de  Puifay# 
to  propofe  to  the  royalift  chief* 
that,  duirng  his  own  abfence,  Cor¬ 
matin  fhould  take  the  command,  as 
major-general  of  the  Breton  royal* 
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jft  army.  To  this  prepofal  they 
readily  affented. 

In  order  to  lighten  the  talk 
which  his  fubftitute  was  to  per¬ 
form,  M.  de  Puifaye  eftablifhed  a 
council,  confining  of  four  chiefs 
of  divifion.  The  council  and 
the  new  major-general  both  bound 
themfelves  not  to  take  any  ftep  of 
importance,  without  waiting  to 
receive  the  confer  of  their  abfent 
leader.  They  were  intruded  to 
extend  as  far  as  pofiible  the  eftab- 
lifhed  fyftem,  and,  at  the  fame 
time  to  remain  wholly  on  the  de- 
fenfive,  avoiding  all  extraordinary 
movements  or  mufters  of  troops, 
which  might  alarm  the  republi¬ 
cans,  and  induce  them  to  pour 
frefh  forces  into  the  province. 
Above  all,  he  charged  them  to 
beware  of  doing  any  thing  which 
could  betray  the  fecret  of  his 
yoyage  to  England. 

Having  completed  his  arrange¬ 
ments,  M.  de  Puifaye,  on  the  thir¬ 
teenth  of  September,  commenced 
his  journey,  in  company  with 
meflieprs  Prigent,  Perfchais,  Lau¬ 
rent,  de  Bufnel,  and  the  countefs 
Gouyon,  a  lady  celebrated  in  Bri- 
tanny,  for  her  courage,  talents, 
and  ardent  attachment  to  the 
caufe  of  royalty.  Betrayed  by 
the  cowardice  of  one  of  the  emif- 
faries  of  the  Princes,  and  a  price  in 
confequence  fet  upon  her  head,  fhe 
was  prevailed  on  by  the  count  to 
feek  a  refuge  in  the  ifland  of  Jer¬ 
fey.  The  health  of  Ad.  de  Pui¬ 
faye  was  in  a  fhattered  ftate,  and 
the  journey  which  he  had  to  take 
was  on  foot,  through  bye-roads, 
impaflfabje  on  horfebapk.  This, 
however,  was  not  tlie  world  cir- 
cumftance  which  he  had  to  encoun¬ 
ter.  This  part  of  the  country, 
in  which,  that  his  correfpondence 
might  not  be  interrupted,  he  had 
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not  for  a  long'  while  allowed  his 
partifans  to  fire  a  mulket,  was 
now  ftridUy  fearched  by  the  re¬ 
publicans,  who  had  been  alarmed 
by  a  ikirmifh,  which,  through 
the  rafhnefs  of  M.  Cormatin  and 
his  companions,  took  place  when 
they  recently  landed.  By  the  care 
of  M.  Prigent,  the  count  and  hjs 
party  reached  the  coaft  without 
fuffering  any  accident.  Their 
vexations,  neverthelefs,  were  not 
yet  at  an  end.  The  veffel  which 
was  to  receive  them,  had  been 
compelled  by  the  enemy  to  quit  the 
coaft  before  their  arrival,  and,  they 
were  under  the  necefiity  of  grolling 
the  Ranee,  and  proceeding  along 
thefhore  to  St.  Briac,  in  the  hope 
of  finding  a  fiftnngffmack  to  convey 
them  to  Jerfey.  Here  again  they 
were  difappointed.  The  republi¬ 
cans  had  ordered  all  the  veffels  to 
be  moored  under  the  cannon  of  the 
forts.  At  length,  after  three 
days  of  anxiety,  they  found  on 
the  fand  a  fmall  open  boat,  which 
had  been  allowed  to  remain  there, 
as  being  too  old  for  ufe.  In  this 
fragile  boat,  with  a  fheet  for  a 
fail,  the  party,  which  had  by  this 
time  encreafed  to  ten  perfons, 
committed  themfelves  to  the  mercy 
of  the  waves.  During  the  night 
it  blew  a  ftorm,  which  carried 
away  their  fail,  and  put  them 
every  moment  in  danger  of  fink¬ 
ing.  At  the  break  of  day  they 
landed  on  the  Minquer  rocks, 
half  way  to  the  ifiand,  and,  their 
{battered  veffel  not  being  able  to 
proceed  in  fafety  with  fo  heavy  a 
burthen,  M.  Prigent  was  difpatch- 
ed  to  Jerfey,  to  procure  afli fiance. 
The  count  and  his  friends  finally 
reached  Jerfey  unhurt,  whence 
without  allowing  himfelf  to  think 
of  repofe,  he  almofi  immediately 
departed  for  the  Britifh  metropolis. 
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CHAP.  II. 


Hifiory  of  the  war  in  Poitou  and  Anjou  refumed.  Situation  of  Charette , 
after  the  royal  catholic  army  had  crqffed  the  Loire.  He  makes  himftlf 
Mafter  of  the  tfles  of  Bouin  and  Noirmoutier ,  The  wounded  D’Elbe'e 
retires  to  Noirmoutier,  Various  adions  between  Charette  and  the  repub  ~ 
licans,  Haxo ,  the  republican  general ,  begins  to  ad  with  great  vigour. 
He  retakes  the  ife  of  Bouin ,  and  clojely  preffes  Charette.  Imminent 
danger  and  fortunate  efcape  of  Charette .  The  royalif  chief  is  foiled 
in  an  attack  upon  Lege .  Charette  ref  elves  to  march  into  upper  Poitou, 

and  rally  the  royalif  s  round  his  fandard.  He  takes  by  affault  the  camp 
uatre  Chemins.  Obtains  the  chief  cpmmand  over  the  divifion  of 
jfoly.  On  his  arrival  at  Maidevrier,  he  finds  La  Roche  Jacquelin,  who 
is  juft  returned.  He  marches  back  to  lower  Poitou.  Republican  opera¬ 
tions  during  his  abfence.  Charette  endeavours  to  join  Le  Catheliniere ,  but 
is  prevented.  Recapture  of  Noirmoutier  by  the  republicans.  Majjacre 
of  the  garrifon  and  death  of  D’Elbe'e  and  his  friends.  Fury  of  the 
jfacebins  againjl  the  Poitevins .  Vigorous  operations  commenced  by  the 

republicans .  Plan  of  general  Turreau .  March  of  the  infernal  col¬ 
umns.  Horrible  devajlation  of  the  country  and  maffacre  of  the  inhabi¬ 

tants.  Charette  fill  keeps  his  ground  in  fpite  of  the  numerous  armies 
which  purfue  him .  Mode  of  warfare  which  he  adopted .  He  is  alter- 
liately  victorious  and  defeated.  He  joins  the  column  of  Sapinaud,  and  , 
cuts  off  the  garrfon  of  Lege'.  He  lofes  the  battle  of  the  bridge  of  Noy- 
ers.  Turreau ,  with  a  very  large  force  advances  againfi  him ,  but  is 
unable  to  bring  him  to  a  Cl  ion.  La  Catheliniere  takes  up  arms,  hut  is  foon 
made  prifoner  and  put  to  death.  Various  Jkirmifhes.  Battle  of  Venen- 
ceau,  in  which  Haxo  is  entirely  defeated,  and  fain.  The  republicans, 
difpirited  by  this  defeat,  abandon  the  territory  of  Charette  and  retire  into 
cantonments,  War  in  upper  Poitou  and  part  of  Anjou .  Struggles  of 
the  Poitevins  after  the  royal  catholic  army  had  marched  into  Bri - 
lany.  Return  of  fome  of  the  royalijl  leaders,  after  the  final  defeats 
of  Mans  and  Savenay.  Narrow  efcape  of  La  Roche  Jacquelin .  He 
and  the  other  royalif  chiefs  colled  the  fcattered  remains  of  the  Poitevin 
forces,  and  commence  a  defultory  war .  The  inhabitants  of  upper  Poitou 

are  driven  to  arms  by  the  barbarity  of  the  Infernal  columns.  La  Roche 
Jacquelin  puts  to  the  /word  the  garrifon  of  Chemille ,  and  defeats  the 
republicans  in  three  battles.  He  is  fain  by  an  affaffin,  Stojfiet  takes 
the  command  of  the  army  of  Anjou.  He  makes  himfelf  mafler  of  Choi  let, 
but  is  compelled  to  evacuate  it  by  the  arrival  of  fuccours  to  the  republi¬ 
cans.  The  royalfis  lofe  the  battle  of  Montrevault.  The  republican 
affairs  decline  daily .  They  are  compelled  to  evacuate  Chollet  and  Mor - 
tagne ,  and  thus  leave  upper  Poitou  in  the  power  of  the  royalifs.  Two 
new  commijjiontrs  fent  into  Poitou,  by  the  Convention ,  to  terminate  the 
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*rvat\  Abfurd  and  ineffectual  meafures  reforted  to  by  them •  Repeated 
*viSiories  gained  by  the  royalifs .  Republican  plan  of  reducing  the  royalifs 
by  the  efablijhment  of  entrenched  camps .  Compact  entered  into  by  the 
various  royal f  chiefs.  Murder  of  Bernard  de  Marigny  and  Joly.  The 
royal  if  armies  march  together,  but ,  after  being  re  pul  fed  at  C kalians,  they 
again  feparate.  Inactivity  of  the  republicans.  Military  and  civil  regu¬ 
lations  made  by  the  royalif  chiefs.  Chare  tie  carries  by  form  the  camps 


of  La  Rouliere  and  Treligne.  Clofe 

i  1  •  v 

FROM  Brit&nny,  where  the 
caufe  of  monarchy  was  daily 
gaining  ground,  and  the  friends  of 
that  caufe  only  waited  the  fignal 
to  take  the  field,  we  muft  now 
turn  to  Poitou  and  Anjou,  where, 
notwithftanding  the  deftru&ion 
of  the  royal  catholic  army  at 
Mans  and  Savenay,  and  the  power 
and  cruelty  of  their  oppreffors,  the 
loyal  natives  ftill,  with  undimi- 
nifhed  fpirit,  continued  their  re¬ 
finance  to  the  jacobin  govern¬ 
ment.  Our  attention  is  firft  called 
to  the  proceedings  of  Charette, 
after  his  compatriots  in  arms  had 
eroded  the  Loire,  and,  in  an  evil 
hour,  directed  their  march  to  the 
Norman  coal!. 

Milled  by  that  fatal  ambition 
which  induced  him  to  view  with 
jfnvious  eyes  a  fuperior,  or  even  an 
f  equal,  in  rank,  we  have  feen  *  that 
Charette,  in  fpite  of  the  folicita- 
tions  and  offers  of  D’Elbee  and 
Bonchamp,  withdrew  his  troops 
from  the  royal  catholic  army,  and 
refufed  to  fuccour  that  army  in  the 
day  of  its  greateft  peril,  when  the 
co-operation  of  his  forces  would, 
in  all  probability,  hare  enfured 
vi&ory  to  the  royalifts,  and  freed, 
for  a  long  time,  the  royalift  terri¬ 
tory  from  the  devafting  and  mur¬ 
derous  attacks  of  the  conventional 
invaders.  On  his  retiring,  how¬ 
ever,  into  lower  Poitou,  he  was 

*  See  Ann.  Reg.  for  1794.  Hiftorical 


of  the  campaign . 

not  without  rivals  in  that  quarter, 
whofe  ftrength  and  influence  were 
nearly  as  extenfive  as  his  own. 
Joly  held  the  command  over  a 
large  body  in  the  diftrift  of  Sables 
d’OIonne,  and  the  chevalier  la 
Cathaleniere,  one  of  the  firft  mo¬ 
vers  of  the  Poitevin  infurreClion, 
ruled  the  whole  of  the  Pays  de 
Retz,  which  comprehends  all  the 
country  between  the  bay  of  Bourg- 
neuf,  the  lake  of  grand  Lieu,  and 
the  left  bank  of  the  Loire.  The 
central  part  only  of  Lower  Poitou 
was  under  the  orders  of  Charette  j 
but  he  did  not  defpair  of  extend¬ 
ing,  fooner  or  later,  his  authority 
to  the  other  divifions,  and  ulti¬ 
mately,  perhaps,  to  the  furtheft 
bounds  of  the  royalift  provinces. 
Undoubtedly,  neither  Joly  nor  la 
Cathaliniere  was  pofieffed  of  ta¬ 
lents  which  could  be  placed  in 
competition  with  thofeof  Charette. 
The  winter  campaign  which  the 
latter  fupported,  and  which  we 
fhall  now  proceed  to  deferibe,  fur- 
Mifhes  conclufive  evidence  that,  in¬ 
ferior  as  he  certainly  was  to 
D’Elbee,  Bonchamp,  or  La  Roche 
Jacquelin,  his  abilities  were  of  no 
common  kind,  and  fully  entitled 
him  to  hold  a  diftinguilhed  place 
among  the  leaders  of  the  royalift 
party. 

While  the  great  mafs  of  the 
republican  forces  was  employed  in 

Article,  page  56. 
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SO 

combating  with  the  royal  catholic 
army,  and  the  Lower  Poitou  was, 
in  confequence,  almoft  entirely 
negleCted,  Charette  deemed  the 
opportunity  of  making  conquefts 
too  favourable  to  be  loft,  I  he 
ifles  of  Bouin  and  Noirmoutier 
were  objeCts  of  the  utmoft  import¬ 
ance  to  the  royalifts,  as  they  would 
afford  the  means  of  receiving 
fuccours  from  England,  and  be 
places  of  refuge,  feemingly  inac- 
cefiible,  in  cafe  of  diiafter.  The 
ifle  of  Bouin,  which  is  about  five 
miles  long,  and  four  broad,  is 
feparated  from  the  Continent,  by 
a  narrow  channel,  and  from  the 
ifle  of  Noirmoutier  by  a  part  of 
the  bay  of  Bourgneuf,  and  a  wide 
impracticable  iliarfh  called  the 
Pays  d’Anjoubert.  Seven  eights 
of  the  ifland  is  covered  by  fait 
pans,  and  it  contains  only  one 
frnall  town.  The  ifle  of  Noir¬ 
moutier  is  twelve  miles  in  length, 
but  it  is  no  where  more  than  four 
in  breadth,  and  in  fome  places  is 
fcarcely  a  mile.  In  its  narroweft 
part  it  approaches  very  near  to  the 
continent, from  which  it  is  divided 
by  a  ftrait,  denominated  the  Fro- 
mentine  entrance,  which  is  ford¬ 
able,  if  not  dry,  at  low  water. 
The  ifland  is  extremely  fertile, 
and  has  a  population  of  fix  thoufand 
inhabitants.  Except  in  its  vici¬ 
nity  to  the  Chore,  it  is  every  where 
furrounded  by  fands  and  rocks. 

Bouin  having  been  reduced  with¬ 
out  difficulty,  Charette  direded 
his  arms  againft  Noirmoutier. 
Favoured  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Barbatte,  who  guided 
his  troops,  he  effected,  during  the 
night,  an  unrefifted  landing  in  the 
ifland  with  his  infantry.  The 
riflng  tide  prevented  his  cavalry 
from  following  his  march.  A 


flight  refiftance  was  now  attempt¬ 
ed,  by  the  detachments,  at  forac 
of  the  batteries.  They  were, 
however,  compelled  to  retire,  and 
at  break  of  day  the  garrifon  fur- 
rendered,  and  were  fent  to  Bouin* 
as  prifoners  of  war. 

Charette  immediately  returned 
to  the  Continent,  to  procure  a 
fupply  of  provifions,  and  the  means 
of  fecuring  his  new  conqueft.  At 
Touvois  he  met,  borne  on  a  litter, 
D’Elbee,  who,  having  been  mor¬ 
tally  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Chollet,  was  now  coming  to  feek, 
in  the  territory  of  Charette,  an 
afylum,  where  he  might  breathe 
his  laft  undifturbed  by  the  enemy. 
Charette  recommended  to  him  to 
retire  to  Noirmoutier,  into  which 
he  threw  a  garrifon  of  eighteen 
hundred  men,  provided  with  what¬ 
ever  was  neceffary  for  the  defence 
of  the  ifland. 

Six  weeks  elapfed,  during  which 
the  republicans,  weakened  by  the 
march  of  the  chief  part  of  their 
forces  into  Britanny,  were  unable 
to  make  any  ferious  efforts  againft 
the  royalifts  of  Lower  Poitou. 
Frequent  fkirmiihes,  neverthelefs, 
took  place,  with  alternate  fuccefs. 
La  Catheliniere  was  defeated  at 
Port  St.  Pere,  and  Joly  at  St.  Gil- 
les  fur  Vic,  but  the  republicans 
gained  nothing  more  from  their 
victories  than  the  barren  honour 
of  having  beaten  their  enemies. 
Charette,  meanwhile,  was  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  forming  magazines,  col¬ 
lecting  reinforcements,  and  taking 
every  precaution  which  could  ena¬ 
ble  him  to  face  the  ftorrn,  which 
he  well'  knew  would  fpeedily  burft 
upon  him.  In  the  beginning  of 
December,  he  refolvcd  to  fend  the 
chevalier  la  Roberie  the  younger 
tQ  England,  to  folicit  a  prompt 

affiftanc« 
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aflrfiance  from  the  Britifh  mi-  month,  that  the  royalift  envoy 
mftry*.  Unfortunately,  it  was  could  find  an  opportunity  to  pro- 
not  till  towards  the  clofe  of  the  ceed  on  his  million. 

The 

*  The  following  memorial,  which  was  prefented  to  Mr.  Pitt  by  the  royalift  envoy, 
will  fhow  the  little  degree  of  attention  that  was  paid  to  the  royalift  party  by  the 
Britifh  minifters.  The  reader  will  fee,  not,  perhaps,  without  furprife  and  indignation, 
that  after  the  arrival  of  M.  de  la  Roberie  in  London,  a  fortnight  eiapfed,  during  which 
he  was  unable  to  obtain  an  audience  of  the  minifters,  or  even  any  notice  of  his  dif. 
patches.  The  memorial,  which  has  never  before  been  publifhed,  is  tranflated  troia  a 
«@py  given  by  M.  de  la  Roberie  himfelf  to  the  late  right  hon.  Edmund  Burke. 

Memorial  prefented  to  Mr.  Pitt ,  January  22cl,  1794. 

“  The  underfigned,  fent  by  the  chiefs  of  the  royalift  army  of  La  Vendee,  leftNoir- 
anoutier  on  the  23d  of  laft  December,  and  landed  at  Fifhgard  on  the  31ft.  Though 
♦barged  with  their  difpatches,  he,  and  all  the  crew  of  his  veffei,  were  arrefted  ©n  their 
arriva',  in  execution  of  the  laws  rendered  neceflary  by  the  war.  This  untoward  cir- 
cumftance  has  occafioned  a  delay,  which  is  unfortunate  under  the  prefent  eircuna- 
fta  nces.  His  difpatches  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Dundas,  procured  his  enlargement.  He 
arrived  in  London  on  the  eighth  of  January,  and  not  haviag  yet  been  able  to  obtain  an 
audience  from  the  minrftry,  and  the  minifterial  departments  having  given  him  only 
vasjue  replies  to  precile  difpatches,  every  thing  makes  him  fear,  as  to  the  fate  of  the 
royalift  army,  an  indifference  which  is  wholly  contradictory  to  the  declaration  of  his 
Britannic  majefty,  promiftng  “  fafety  and  protection  to  all  tliofe  who,  declaring  for  a 
“  monarchical  government,  fhall  {hake  off  the  defpotifm  of  a  fanguinary  anarchy.” 
Surely  it  is  not  to  abandon  them  to  the  cruelty  of  their  enemies,  that  all  Frenchmen 
have  been  invited  to  rally  under  the  ftandard  of  an  hereditary  monarchy. 

While  at  London  no  hope  whatever  has  yet  been  given  to  him,  he  learns  by  the 
French  papers,  the  capture  of  the  ifland  of  jMoinnoutier,  the  maffacre  of  his  friends,  of 
his  relations,  of  all  thole  in  fhort  who  had  a  right  to  reckon  among  their  means  of 
defence,  thofe  fuceours  which  he  is  commiftianed  to  folicit  for  them.  But  notwith¬ 
standing  this  unfortunate  event,  ail  is  net  loft,  and  the  underfigned  owes  it  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  repofed  in  him  by  tliofe  who  fent  him,  to  the  faithful  fubjeCts  of  evtiy  country, 
and  to  himfelf,  to  fulfil  his  million,  without  negleCting  any  means  which  may  enfurs 
its  fuccefs. 

The  chevalier  Charette  is  ftill  in  Poitou,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
inen,  which  would  be  inftantly  doubled,  by  a  fupply  of  mufkets,  ammunition,  and 
pfficers.  The  coafts  of  that  province,  from  Noirmoatier  to  Sables  D’Olonne,  are  dif- 
jpofed  to  receive  with  eagernefs  the  fuceours  which  may  come  to  the  royalifts.  There 
is  alfo  a  lpot,  which  the  underfigned  can  point  out,  where  tranfport  veffels  may  land' 
thofe  which  he  requires,-  The  timely  arrival  of  thefe  fuceours  would  reanimate  th# 
courage  ©f  the  army  of  Poitou,  too  long  abandoned,  and  facilitate  to  it  the  means  of 
iccomplifliing  more  furely  its  junftion,  which  has  already  been  attempted,  with  the 
armies  of  Britanny  and  Maine,  which  may  have  received  checks,  may  even  be  dif- 
perfed,  but  of  which  the  elements,  whatever  the  lying  papers  of  the  convention  may 
fay,  can  never  be  deftroyed. 

The  firft  fuceours  Ihould  be  fent  in  fmall  velfels  of  from  ieventy  to  a  hundred  tons 
burthen,  drawing  little  water,  becaule  thofe  velfels  can  more  eafily  approach  the  fhore, 
and  likewife  efcape  when  chaced  by  fhips  of  war.  Befides,  by  failing  from  the  Britilh 
channel,  direfting  their  courfe  to  the  weft,  and  then  to  the  fouth,  down  to  the  latitude 
pf_the  ifle  D’Yeu,  which  they  will  fall  in  with  by  tacking  to  the  eaft,  they  may  avoid, 
keeping  always  at  a  diftance  from  the  French  coaft,  the  ihips  and  privateers  which  may¬ 
be  cruifing  there,  except  at  the  landing  places,  where  it  is  only  by  chance  they  can 
fall  in  with  any,  fince  there  are  none  ftationed. 

Seventeen  of  the  moft  experienced  pilots,  ftill  confined  among,  the  prifoaers  taken 
from  their  enemies  the  regicides,  compofed  the  crew  of  the  veffei  which  brought  the 
anderfigned  to  England,  and  may  render  on  this  occafion  the  moft  important  fervices. 
in  the  while  he  defired  they  may  b?  fet  at  liberty* 

Lari 
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The  republican  general,  Haxo, 
an  officer  of  an  enterprifing  fpirit, 
who  commanded  in  Lower  Poitou, 
was  extremely  diffatisfied  with 
the  defenfive  warfare  to  which  he 
was  confined  by  the  fcantinefs  of 
his  refources.  Againft  Charette, 
whom,  in  particular,  he  was  ea¬ 
gerly  defirous  to  vanquifh ,  he  would 
have  hazarded  a  defperate  effort, 
even  without  waiting  for  additional 
troops,  had  he  not  been  reftrained 
by  Carrier,  who  was  then  at 
Nantz.  At  length,  having  been 
flrengthened  by  drafts  from  the 


neighbouring  garrifons,  he  was 
permitted  to  indulge  his  wifh  for 
a&ive  hoftilities. 

It  was  early  in  December,  that 
Haxo  put  his  forces  in  motion,  to 
advance  againft  Charette.  After 
a  flight  engagement  at  Beauvoir, 
in  which  his  opponent  had  the 
advantage,  Charette,  prevented  by 
the  tide  from  reaching  Noirmou- 
tier,  threw  himfelf  into  the  ifle  of 
Bouin,  where  he  was  fpeedily  in- 
veiled  by  the  republican  general. 
Haxo  flattered  himfelf,  that  his 
enemy  was  at  length  in  his  power. 


Lord  Moira  continuing  to  menace  the  coaft  of  Normandy,  and  occupying  there  the 
(enemies  forces,  will  facilitate  the  operations  on  the  coaft  of  Poitou,  and  foon  put  the 
royalifts  in  a  ftate  to  a£l  in  concert  with  him. 

Honour,  duty,  and  indignation,  armed  us  againft  the  tyrants  of  France.  For  a  long 
time  we  faw  vi&ory  fixed  t©  our  ftandards.  Dtring  ten  months,  we  alone  have  fup- 
ported  the  monarchy  in  full  vigour,  on  a  part  of  its  territory.  We  have  never  flat¬ 
tered  ourfelves  that  we  could  maintain  our  ground,  without  foreign  aid;  but  our  caufe 
being  the  caufe  of  all  the  foreign  powers,  we  had  a  right  to  reckon  on  their  fupport, 
and  particularly  on  that  of  England,  after  the  offers  which  Were  officially  made  to  us, 
on  its  part,  early  laft  Auguft. 

The  provinces  in  the  vicinity  of  our  armies,  are  defirous  to  join  us,  but  without  arms, 
•without  ammunition,  they  can  only  put  up  prayers  for  our  fucccfs ;  and  now  that  fome 
reverfes  have  deftroyed  our  refources,  and  that  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  threaten  to 
crufh  us,  all  thofe  who  wifh  to  declare  for  the  good  caufe,  fix  an  anxious  eye  on  the 
conduct  of  foreign  powers  with  regard  to  us,  and  principally  on  the  conduct  »f  that 
power,  which  alone,  from  its  local  fituation,  is  able  to  give  us  prompt  afliftance,  to 
difeover  whether  they  mult  yield  to  the  jacobin  yoke,  or  whether  they  may  indulge 
in  the  hope  of  breaking  it. 

The  fuccours  which  the  underfigned  demand*  are  urgent  :  without  them  we  fhall  be 
overpowered  by  the  republicans ;  with  them  we  fhall  add  to  the  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  men,  which  the  war  againft  us  has  already  coft  them,  the  deftru&ion  of  the 
armies,  with  which  at  this  moment  they  envelope  us.  We  ftand  in  need,  as  is  ex¬ 
plained  in  the  difpatches  delivered  to  Mr.  Dundas,  of  arms,  warlike  ftores,  provisions, 
cloatbing,  fhoes,  iron,  and  French  officers,  chefen  among  the  emigrant  royalifts,  as  all 
our  armies  fincerely  defire. 

If  the  government  will  indicate  to  us  a  port,  where  it  ■vyifhes  to  fend  to  us  more  pow¬ 
erful  fuccours,  we  will  make  our  laft  efforts  to  become  inafters  ©f  it,  and  to  fecure  a 
point  of  difembarkation. 

A  favourable  and  fpeedy  reply  may  yet  avert  the  misfortunes  which  menace  us.  But, 
whatever  that  reply  may  be,  the  underfigned  takes  the  liberty  of  requefting  that  it 
may  be  communicated  to  him  without  lofs  of  time.  |de  dares  to  hppe  that  it  will  be 
conformable  to  the  dignity,  the  generofity,  and  the  promifes  of  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment.  Should  his  expeftation  be  difappointed,  he  will  at  lead  haften  to  apprife  his 
unfortunate  fellow  countrymen,  that  they  have  no  longer  any  refource  but  in  their 
own  defpair,  and  he  may  perhaps  prevent  the  death  of  thofe  royalifts,  who  have  not 
yet  declared  themfelves,  by  letting  them  know,  that  all  the  world  has  abandoned 
them,  and  that  they  muft  bend  their  necks  beneath  the  yok.  ©f  the  regicide 
•onvention.” 
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At  break  of  day  two  Co¬ 
'S  r lumns  attacked  the  ifland 
1  i  on  the  fide  of  Beauvoir, 
1  793*  while  a  third  directed  its 
route  to  the  oppofite  quarter,  to 
cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  royalift 
chief.  This  plan  had  nearly  been 
crowned  with  luccefs.  While  Cha- 
rette  was  entjap-ed  with  the  columns 
in  his  front,  the  third  column  had 
furprifed  and  defeated  the  feeble 
royalift  polls,  and  was  penetrating 
to  his  rear.  There  feemed  to  be 
no  refource  left  but  to  open  a  paf- 
fage  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
and  he  had  already  given  orders  to 
make  the  perilous  attempt,  when  a 
peafant  pointed  out  to  him  a  pafs, 
of  two  leagues  in  length,  amidft 
the  marfhes,  which  was  unknown 
to  the  enemy,  and  confequently  un¬ 
guarded  .  Through  this  alraoft  im- 
practicable  pafs,  Charette,  with  in¬ 
finite  difficulty,  led  his  infantry, 
confifting  of  two  thoufand  men. 
He  was,  however,  compelled  to 
abandon  his  cannon,  ammunition, 
cavalry,  provifions,  and  baggage. 
Even  yet  he  was  delivered  only 
from  a  part  of  the  danger  which 
threatened  him:  he  was  ftill  fur- 
rounded,  though  by  a  wider  circle. 
Every  avenue  through  which  he 
could  make  his  way  into  the  inte¬ 
rior  was  barred  by  ltrong  divi- 
fions,  ftationed  to  intercept  him. 
In  this  emergency,  his  foldiers,  de¬ 
prived  of  ammunition,  and  dif- 
heartened  by  this  defeat,  were  kept 
to  their  colours  folely  by  his  ex¬ 
hortations,  and  the  firmnefs  which 
he  difplayed...  While  he  was  hefi- 
tating  on  which  fide  to  turn  his 
fteps,  two  prifoners  were  brought 
in,  who  gave  him  information, 
that  one  of  the  republican  polls,  of 
fix  hundred  men,  kept  a  negligent 
watch.  Thither  he  marched,  and 
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fo  completely  did  he  take  the  ene- 
my  by  furprife,  that  not  a  man  ef- 
caped ;  the  charge  made  by  the 
Poitevin  bayonets  being  the  firft 
notice  which  they  received  of  his 
arrival.  This  fortunate  event  not 
only  opened  his  paffage,  but  abun¬ 
dantly  furnifned  him  with  horfes, 
ammunition,  and  arms.  The  neigh¬ 
bouring  polls  haftened  to  fuccour 
that  which  was  affailed,  and  a  third 
fharp,  though  fhort,  aftion  enfued, 
in  which  the  republicans  were 
again  defeated.  After  this  con- 
teft,  the  royalift  chief  was  fuffer- 
ed  to  continue  his  retreat,  without 
further  moleftation. 

In  the  foreft  of  Touvois,  Cha¬ 
rette  was  joined  by  the  divifion  of 
Joly,  which  had  juft  routed  a  re¬ 
publican  detachment.  The  two 
chiefs  now  thought  themfelves 
ftrong  enough  to  attack  the  town 
of  Lege;  which  was  entrenched, 
and  garrifoned  by  three  thoufand 
troops.  The  aftault  continued  for 
live  hours,  and  the  royalift s  were 
on  the  point  of  carrying  the  place, 
when  a  republican  column  came  up 
from  Palluau,  and  obliged  them  to 
retire. 

In  a  council  of  war,  which  was 
held  at  Grand  Luc,  the  royalift 
chiefs  formed  the  bold  refolution 
of  marching  into  Upper  Poitou,  to 
rally  under  their  llandards  fuch  of 
the  loyal  inhabitants  as  had  not 
palled  the  Loire  with  the  royal  ca¬ 
tholic  army.  The  combined  di- 
viftons  advanced  as  far  as  les  Ef- 
farts  without  opposition.  At  a. 
fpor,  however,  called  Quatre  Che- 
mins,  or  the  four  roads,  where  the 
high  roads  from  Nantz  to  Lu^on. 
and  from  Sables  d’Olonne  to  Tho- 
uars,  crofs  each  offier  at  right  an¬ 
gles,  the  republicans  occupied  an 
entrenched  camp,  from  which  it 
[Cl  was 


341  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796- 


was  necefiary  for  the  royalifls  to 
drive  their  enemies  before  they 
could  purfue  their  route.  It  was 
arranged,  that  the  royalill  army 
fhould  a  (fault  this  camp,  and  that 
the  attack  (hould  be  commenced  by 
Joly,  on  the  fide  of  Sables  d’Olon- 
ne,  with  the  infantry  of  the  van¬ 
guard,  and  a  hundred  horfe.  The 
victory  was  fecured  to  the  royal- 
ids,  with  little  trouble  or  danger, 
by  a  trivial  incident.  Joly,  who, 
to  deceive  the  enemy,  had  placed 
the  three-coloured  cockade  in  his 
hat,  having,  at  the  head  of  the 
horfe,  left  his  infantry  confiderably 
behind,  fell  in  with  a  republican 
battalion,  the  foldiers  of  which, 
believing  that  Charette  had  no 
longer  any  cavalry,  miftook  Joly 
for  an  officer  of  their  own  party, 
and  quedioned  him  as  to  the  arri¬ 
val  of  reinforcements,  which  they 
were  expecting  to  receive.  I 
((  am  now  going  to  bring  them  up ; 
<(  remain  at  your  pods;”  aniwer- 
cd  Joly,  with  great  prefente  of 
mind,  and  immediately  hadened  to 
join  Charette,  who  was  advancing 
towards  the  camp  by  the  road  of 
Lu^on.  When  the  Poitevins  reach¬ 
ed  the  entrenchments,  they  were 
midaken  for  the  reinforcements, 
nor  were  the  republicans  unde¬ 
ceived  till  the  mufketry  and  the 
fhouts  of  the  affailants  convinced 
them  of  their  error,  when  there 
was  no  time  left  to  prevent  it 
from  being  fatal.  The  works 
were  (formed  in  an  indant,  the 
troops  were  either  flaughtered  or 
difperfed,  and  a  large  and  valuable 
booty  became  the  prize  of  the 
vigors. 

From  the  field  of  battle  the  Poi¬ 
tevins  proceeded  onward  to  Her- 
biers,  where  'a  circumltance  oc¬ 
curred  which  proved  extremely  fa¬ 


vourable  to  the  views  of  Charette. 
Not  lefs  ambitious  than  that  chief, 
joly  alfo  was  debrous  of  obtaining 
the  fupreme  command,  and  flattered 
himfelf  that  his  recent  fervices 
would  gain  him  the  fuffrages  of  a 
majority  of  the  army.  Nor  will¬ 
ing,  however,  to  betray  his  defigns, 
he  propofed  that  three  generals 
fhould  be  chofen,  the  principal  of 
whom  fhould  be  aflifled  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  others.  The  friends 
of  Charette  faw  through  the  mo¬ 
tives  of  Joly,  and  retaliated,  by 
propodng  that  whoever  was  will¬ 
ing  to  raife  Charette  to  the  flation 
of  fir  ft  in  command,  fhould  quit  the 
room  in  which  the  council  was  af- 
fembled.  joly,  harfh  and  paffion- 
ate  in  his  difpofition,  and  who  had 
lately  difgufted  his  foldiers  by  an 
acl  of  cruel  ty,foon  found  how  little 
influence  he  poflefled.  He  was  left 
with  his  fons  and  a  Angle  officer, 
and  Charette  was  proclaimed  gene¬ 
ral  amidft  the  joyful  acclamations 
of  the  troops. 

Charette  continued  his  p*ogrefs 
till  he  reached  Maulevrier,  in  the 
very  centre  of  the  territory  for¬ 
merly  occupied  by  the  royal  catho¬ 
lic  army.  On  his  way  he  addreflT- 
ed  a  proclamation  to  the  peafants, 
calling  upon  them  to  join  his  ftand- 
ard.  The  natives  of  Upper  Poitou 
and  Anjou,  however,  were  averfe 
from  following  the  fortunes  of  one 
whom  they  confidered  as  a  ftranger, 
and  againft  whom,  not  without 
reafon,  they  felt  fomewhat  of  pre¬ 
judice.  Had  they,  indeed,  la¬ 
boured  under  no  fuch  prejudice, 
there  was  a  forcible  reafon  to  deter 
them  from  fubmitting  t?>  the  fway 
of  Charette.  Their  beloved  and 
gallant  leader,  La  Roche  Jacque- 
iin,  was  once  more  among  them. 
On  the  fame  day  that  Charette  en¬ 
tered 
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tered  Maulevrier,  La  Roche  Jac- 
quelin  arrived  at  that  place.  The 
two  chiefs  had  an  interview,  which 
is  fa  id  not  to  have  been  fatisfadlory 
to  either  of  them  ;  and  Charette, 
knowing  that  it  was  in  vain  for 
him  to  attempt  to  rival  the  royalift 
generaliflimo,  determined  to  with¬ 
draw  from  Upper  Poitou,  and  re¬ 
turn  to  his  own  territory.  Un- 
oppofed  by  the  republicans,  he 
reached  the  foreft  of  Touvois, 
where  he  difmilfed  his  army  to  en¬ 
joy  a  few  days  repofe,  and  gave 
orders  to  his  officers  to  re-affiemble 
the  troops  towards  the  end  of  De¬ 
cember,  for  the  purpofe  of  effe&ing 
a  junction  with  La  Catheliniere, 
and  driving  the  republicans  from 
Lower  Poitou* 

During  the  abfence  of  Charette, 
the  republicans  were  not  inactive. 
They  made  fome  trifling  incurfions 
into  the  diftridl  occupied  by  La 
Catheliniere,  and  difperfed  a  few 
fmall  bodies  of  royalifts,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Paulx  and  St. 
Pazanne.  But  the  principal  enter- 
prife  which  they  undertook  was 
againft  that  portion  of  territory, 
which  lies  oppofite  to,  and  in  a 
manner  covers  from  approach,  the 
ifle  of  Noirmoutier,  and  which, 
from  the  fwampinefs  of  the  foil, 
bears  the  name  of  the  Marfh,  This 
fpot  is  feveral  miles  in  length,  and 
contains  one  large  village,  and  two 
or  three  fmall  ones.  It  was  at¬ 
tacked  on  the  14th  of  December, 
by  five  thoufand  republicans,  who 
made  themfelves  entirely  mailers 
of  it,  after  a  hard  conteft ;  and 
thus  paved  the  way  for  an  invafion 
of  Noirmoutier  itfelf,  which  they 
were  not  a  little  anxious  to  recover 
from  the  royalifts. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  December, 
Chacette  again  took  the  field,  with 
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the  intention  of  joining  La  Cathe¬ 
liniere,  and  relieving  Noirmoutier, 
By  this  time,  however,  the  vi&o- 
ries  of  the  republicans  in  Britanny 
had  enabled  them  to  draw  rein¬ 
forcements  from  their  armies  in 
that  quarter  into  Lower  Poitou. 
General  Turreau  had  juft  been  en- 
trufted  with  the  fupreme  command 
in  Poitou,  and  both  the  dread  of 
the  guillotine,  and  the  hope  of  re¬ 
ward,  combined  to  ftimulate  him  to 
vigorous  exertion.  To  prevent 
the  junction  of  Charette  and  La 
Catheliniere,  General  Carpentier 
was  ordered  to  march  againft  the 
former,  while  General  Haxo  com¬ 
pleted  the  preparations  which  he 
had  long  been  making  for  a  defcent 
on  the  iftand  of  Noirmoutier. 
While  Carpentier  was  traverfing 
the  country  in  fearch  of  Charette, 
the  latter  fell  upon  Machecoult, 
put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword,  and 
took  a  piece  of  cannon,  feveral 
waggons  of  flour,  and  fix  thoufand 
rations  of  bread. 

At  Machecoult,  Charette  deter¬ 
mined  to  wait  the  arrival  of  La 
Catheliniere’s  divifion.  The  ene¬ 
my  were  too  prudent  to  allow  him 
time  to  receive  the  expelled  fuc- 
cour.  Carpentier  was  ordered  to 
advance  by  forced  marches,  and 
give  him  battle.  Charette,  on  his 
fide,  did  not  decline  the  combat* 
Bor  awhile  the  royalifts  maintain* 
ed  their  ground  with  much  firm- 
nefs;  but  at  length  Charette,  find¬ 
ing  them  too  hardly  prefled  by  the 
enemy,  commenced  his  retreat, 
which  he  accomplifhed  without 
fuftaining  any  ferious  lofs.  On 
the  following  day,  however,  though 
a  part  of  his  foldiers  had  withdrawn 
to  their  homes,  he  returned  to  the 
charge,  and  a  fanguinary  eonflift 
enfued.  A  divifion  of  the  enemy 
[6  2]  ' 
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at  firft  gave  way,  and  the  royal- 
ids  had  reafon  to  hope  that  vitftory 
would  be  the  reward  of  their  ef¬ 
forts.  Order  was,  neverthelefs, 
reftored  among  the  republican 
troops  by  the  firrenefs  of  their  offi¬ 
cers,  and  the  fcaie  was  foon  deci¬ 
sively  turned  againfl  the  royalifts 
by  a  furious  attack  which  a  hoftile 
column  unexpectedly  made  upon 
their  flank  and  rear.  The  Poite- 
vins  were  broken,  and  driven  from 
the  field,  with  confiderable  daugh¬ 
ter.  Charette  himfelf,  foremofl  in 
the  fight,  narrowly  efcaped  from 
being  killed  or  taken  prifoner,  both 
in  this  and  the  preceding  aftion. 

All  dread  of  being  aflailed  by 
the  united  forces  of  La  Catheliniere 
and  Charette,  having  been  removed 
by  the  defeat  of  the  latter,  the  re¬ 
publicans  bent  all  their  efforts  to 
the  recovery  of  the  illand  of  Noir- 
moutier.  Carpentier  was  charged 
to  watch,  the  movements  of  Cha¬ 
let  te,  and  prevent  him  from  me¬ 
nacing  the  rear  of  the  republicans, 
while  General  Haxo,  with  four 
thoufand  men,  Seconded  by  Several 
frigates,  floops,  and  bomb  veffels, 
effefted  a  defeent  upon  the  illand. 
The  garriSon  of  Noirmoutier  now 
confided  of  about  eighteen  hundred 
men,  with  twenty  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  was  commanded  by  Alexander 
Pinaud,  Bernard  Maffip,  and  Ben¬ 
jamin  Dubois. 

The  attack  was  commenced  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  firft  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  by  a  cannonade  and  bombard¬ 
ment  from  the  fquadron  upon  the 
royalift  batteries.  The  commence¬ 
ment  of  their  operations  did  not 
afford  much  encouragement  to  the 
republicans.  So  hot  and  well  di¬ 
rected  a  fire  was  kept  up  in  return 
from  the  batteries,  that  the  frigate 
La  Nymphe,  being  completely  dis¬ 


abled,  was  carried  away  by  the 
currents,  and  ftranded  on  the  Shoals 
and  rocks.  This  difafter,  never- 
thelefs,  did  not  damp  the  courage 
of  the  affailants.  Early  in  the 
morning,  three  columns  embarked 
from  the  main  land,  and  fucceeded 
in  effecting  a  landing  upon  differ¬ 
ent  pafts  of  the  ifland.  They 
were  fhortly  after  joined  by  a 
fourth,  which  croffed  the  Fromen- 
tine  paffage,  on  the  retiring  of  the 
tide.  All  the  batteries  were  turn¬ 
ed  and  carried  by  the  republicans, 
with  a  trifling  lofs.  The  royal- 
ills,  preffed  on  all  Tides,  fell  back 
to  the  town  of  Noirmoutier,  under 
the  walls  of  <vhich  they  formed  in 
order  of  battle,  and  Seemed  dif- 
pofed  to  make  their  opponents  pur- 
chafe  their  conqueft  dearly.  This 
Semblance  of  refolution  difappeared 
as  the  republicans  puflied  forward. 
Stricken  with  that  panic  terror 
which  Sometimes  feizes  even  the 
braveft  men,  or,  more  probably, 
betrayed  and  difheartened  by  con¬ 
cealed  traitors,  they  began  to  par¬ 
ley,  and,  when  Summoned  to  Sur¬ 
render  at  discretion,  threw  down 
their  arms,  without  firing  or  re¬ 
ceiving  a  fhot,  though  a  thoufand 
examples  might  have  taught  them 
that  their  enemies  were  incapable 
of  feeling  pity,  and  their  hearts 
ought  to  have  told  them,  that. 
Since  efcape  was  impoffible,  it  was 
far  better  to  perifh  free  in  the 
field,  than,  loaded  with  chains,  to 
Suffer  a  difgraceful  and  Scarcely  la¬ 
mented  death  from  the  hands  of  an 
executioner. 

No  fooner  were  the  republicans 
in  poffeffion  of  the  ifland  than  fear¬ 
ing,  left  a  fingle  vid.im  fhould 
elude  their  vengeance,  they  began 
a  rigorous  Search  for  thofe  unfor¬ 
tunate  perfons,  who  had  endea¬ 
voured 
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voured  to  conceal  themfelves. 
Their  fearch  was  but  too  fuccefs- 
ful.  Great  numbers  of  priefts,  of 
women,  and  of  emigrants,  fell 
into  their  mereiiefs  hands.  In 
the  melancholy  lilt  of  captives 
were  likewife  feveral  chiefs  who 
had  ferved  with  diftinguifhed  re¬ 
putation  in  the  royal  catholic 
^army.  Among  thefe  was  the  gal¬ 
lant  D’Eibee,  who  was  confined 
to  his  bed  by  fourteen  wounds, 
which  he  received  in  the  battle  of 
Choliet.  His  fate  was  (hared  by 
his  wife,  his  friend  de  Boi ffy,  and 
his  brother-in-law  Duhoux  D’flau- 
terive. 

By  the  fanguinary  zeal  of  the 
conventional  commiflioners,  and 
their-  facellites,  nearly  two  thou¬ 
sand  prifoners  were  colledfed  toge¬ 
ther.  No  one,  who  was  fufpedted 
of  having  favoured  the  royal  ills, 
was-fuftered  to  retrain  at  liberty. 
A  few,  and  but  a  few,  of  the  cap¬ 
tives  were  daftardly  enough  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  pur  chafe  their  own 
Safety,  by  becoming  the  accusers 
of  others.  One  of  thefe  was  the 
bafe  and  cowardly  Bernard  Maffip, 
who  had  been  among  the  fir  ft  to 
throw  down  his  arms,  and  who 
hoped  to  fave  himfelf,  by  betraying 
a  young  emigrant,  for  whom  feme 
compaffionate  perfon  had  contrived 
to  procure  a  fafe  place  of,  refuge. 
Neither  his  double  treachery, 
however,  nor  his  imploring  on  his 
knees  for  mercy,  could  avert  from 
him  that  punishment  which  he 
dreaded,  and  which  he  fo  juftly 
defer  ved. 

At  the  fight  of  fucha  multitude 
of  prifoners,  even  feme  of  the  re¬ 
publicans  fhrunk  from  the  horrible 
idea  of  an  indifcriminate  malTacre, 
and  began  to  plead  for  pardon  to 
all  except  the  leaders,  and  the  mod 
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determined  partifans  ef  royalty. 
But  nox  moderate  ftream  could 
flake  the  third  of  blood  which 
was  felt  by  the  conventional  depu¬ 
ties,  and  efpecially  by  the  violent 
and  implacable  Bourbotte.  -When 
there  was  no  longer  any  hope  of 
obtaining  ufeful  information  from 
the  captives,  a  military  tribunal, 
or  rather  the  mockery  of  a  tribu¬ 
nal,  was  eftablifhed,  to  give  to 
murder  the  pretence  of  legality. 
Death  was  the  only  fen  fence  which 
it  pronounced.  The  common  pri¬ 
foners  were  heaped  together,  and 
mangled  and  torn  to  pieces,  by' 
vollies  of  mufket  and  grape  fhot. 
The  chiefs  were  facrificed  with 
greater  pomp.  Already  dying, 
D’Eibee  was  carried  to  the  foot  of 
the  tree  of  jacobin  liberty,  and 
round  him  were  ranged  his  friends 
and  companions,  Duhoux  D’Hau- 
terive,  de  Boi  fly,  Alexander  i- 
naud,  Rene  deTinguy,  and  Mark 
Anthony  Savin.  They  fell  by  the 
fire  of  a  company  of  grenadiers, 
and  difplayed,  in  their  laft  mo¬ 
ments,  the  fame  courage  which 
they  had  always  manifeited  at  the 
head  of  their  foldiers.  Exhaufted 
by  his  bodily  fufferings,  pierced 
to  the  heart  by  the  feeming  ruin 
of  his  party,  and  deeply  indignant 
at  the  recent  cowardice  of  the 
garrifon  of  Noirmoutier,  D’Eibee, 
fince  his  doom  was  foaled  by  the 
furrender  of  the  ifland,  had  looked 
on  death  as  a  bl effing,  but  a  tear 
had  fometimes  efcaped  him,  when 
he  thought  that  a  wife,  whom  he 
tenderly  loved,  mult  perifn  with 
him.  Perhaps  with  the  humane 
intention  of  making  the  ciofe  of 
life  lefs  painful,  feme  of  the 
mildeft  of  the  republicans  held  out 
hopes  to  him  that  Madame  D’Eibee 
would  be  {pared,  and  in  thefe 
.  [C  3]  hopes 
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hopes  he  found  all  the  confolation 
which  he  needed.  Thefe  hopes 
were  iliufive.  Madame  D’Elbee 
was  led  out  to  execution,  and  died 
with  the  firmnefs  which  became 
the  wife  of  fuch  a  hufband.  Ma¬ 
dame  'V'iaurin,  a  friend,  who  had 
given  her  an  afylum,  was  {hot  at 
the  fame  time,  and  behaved  with 
equal  fortitude.  The  only  favour 
which  the  two  friends  alked  from 
their  murderers  was,  that  their 
lifelefs  bodies  might  not  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  brutal  outrages  of  a 
licentious  foldiery. 

The  return  into  ^oitou  of  thofe 
numerous  armies  which  had  been 
employed  in  crufhing  the  royal 
catholic  army,  furnifhed  the  jaco¬ 
bins  with  the  means  of  indulging, 
to  the  fulleft  extent,  their  bound- 
lefs  love  of  devaftation  and  maffa- 
cre.  An  amnefty  was  propofed  by  a 
few  moderate  or  politic  indivi¬ 
duals,  but  the  very  thought  of  an 
amnefty,  or  of  indulgence  of  any 
kind,  threw  the  jacobins  into 
paroxifms  of  fury.  A  propofal 
to  tranfplant  republican  colonies 
into  Vendee,  was  received  with 
almoft  equal  abhorrence.  In  their 
infane  hatred  they  would,  had  it 
been  pofiible,  have  blotted  the 
country  itfelf  from  the  face  of  the 
globe.  “  There  has  nor,  ”  ex¬ 
claimed  they,  “  been  enough  of 
burning  in  Vendee.  The  firft 
ftep  which  we  ought  to  take,  is  to 
fend  there  an  incendiary  army. 
During  twelve  months  no  man,  no 
animal  ought  to  be  able  to  find 
fubfiftence  upon  that  foil !” 

It  was  in  perfect  accordance 
with  thefe  ideas  that  an  extenfive 
plan  of  operations  was  framed  by 
the  republican  general  Turreau. 
To  reftore  peace  by  making  a  de- 
fert  of  the  country,  was  the  feheme 


of  this  new  leader.  This  he  pur- 
pofed  to  accomplifh  by  cutting  off 
entirely  the  communication  of  the 
royalifts  with  England  and  Bri- 
tanny  ;  difarming  the  neighbouring 
diftrids  to  prevent  the  royalifts 
from  feifing  their  arms ;  expelling 
from  Vendee  all  the  natives  who 
had  not  engaged  in  the  conteft  ; 
removing  the  corn,  the  cattle,  and 
other  articles  of  fubfiftence,  de- 
ftroying  every  fpot  which  could 
afford  fhelter  or  refources  to  the 
enemy ;  drawing  a  chain  of  pofts, 
and  entrenched  camps  round  the 
feene  of  adion  ;  and,  finally, 
keeping  twelve  ftrong  columns  in 
continual,  rapid,  and  widely-ex- 
curlive  march,  to  carry  fire  and 
fvvord  into  every  corner  of  this 
devoted  territory,  without  allow¬ 
ing  the  Poitevins  a  Angle  inftant 
of  fafety  or  repofe.  Advancing 
from  various  points  of  the  circum¬ 
ference,  the  twelve  columns  were 
to  unite  at  Chollet,  in  the  centre 
of  Poitou. 

Thefe  columns  received  the  de¬ 
nomination  ot  the  Infernal  Co¬ 
lumns,  and  never  was  title  better 
merited,  nor  more  emphatically 
deferiptive.  To  the  chiefs,  who 
were  worthy  of  commanding  fuch 
troops,  orders  of  almoft  Spartan 
brevity  were  given.  They  were 
direded  t(  to  difpatch  all  the 
i(  Vendeans  with  the  bayonet,  to 
“  give  to  the  flames,  the  villages, 
“  farms,  forefts,  copfes,  and  in 
t(  general  every  thing  which  could 
“  be  confumed  ;  to  fend  before 
l(  each  column  forty  or  fifty  pio* 
“  neers,  for  the  purpofe  of  felling 
(i  the  woods  and  forefts,  to  fpread 
<(  the  flames;  and  to  take  all  fuch 
ft feeondary  meafures  as  circum- 
“  ftances  might  require.’ *  Only 
J.en  towns,  thofe  of  Saint  Vincent, 
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Argenton,  Fontenay,  Machecoulr, 
Challans,  Chantonay,  Lu^on,  Bref- 
fuire,  Chollet,  and  St.  Florent, 
were  excepted  from  the  dreadful 
lid  of  towns  and  villages  marked 
out  for  deftru&ion. 

Thefe  exterminating  columns 
werecommanded  by  Generals Grig- 
non,  Huchet,  Dufour,  Amcy,  and 
Cordellier,  men  vvhofe  names  it  is 
the  duty  of  hiftory  to  preferve, 
that  they  may  be  held  up  to  the 
deteftation  of  mankind.  Where- 
ever  thefe  monfterslcd  their  bands, 
the  earth  was  reddened  with  blood, 
and  the  Iky  with  flames.  The  old 
and  the  young,  the  women  and 
babes,  the  ftck  and  the  infirm,  all 
who  did  not  take  flight,  perilhed 
in  one  indifcriminate  maflacre. 
Even  the  republicans  were  not 
fpared.  On  all  tides  nothing  was 
feen  but  conflagration.  Populous 
towns  and  humble  cottages  were 
involved  in  one  common  ruin. 
With  a  malignity  truly  diabolical, 
the  troops  which  compofed  the  in¬ 
fernal  columns  delighted  in  tor¬ 
menting  not  only  their  human  vic¬ 
tims,  but  the  harmlefc  and  labori¬ 
ous  animals  which  fell  into  their 
power.  It  was  one  of  their  plea- 
fures  to  fet  fire  to  the  flails  of  the 
oxen,  and  to  liften  to  the  cries  and 
roarings  of  the  cattle  which  were 
fhut  up  in  the  flames. 

What  were  the  efledls  produced 
upon  the  minds  of  the  furviving 
Poitevins  by  thefe  barbarities,  we 
(hall  foon  have  occafion  to  relate. 
At  prefent  we  muft  follow  the  foot- 
fteps  of  Charette,  who,  inceflantly 
purfued  by  nearly  thirty  thoufand 
men,  ftill  maintained  his  ground  in 
Lower  Poitou,  and  feemed  to  ac¬ 
quire  frefh  flrength  even  from  the 
defeats  which  he  fuffercd.  The 
reader,  unlefs  he  is  acquainted  with 


the  mode  of  afting  adopted  by 
Charette,  will  find  it  difficult  to 
conceive  how  that  chief  was  able, 
for  feveral  months,  to  make  a  fuc- 
cefsful  Aand  againft  his  numerous 
and  active  enemies.  No  man  ever 
better  underftood  than  Charette  the 
duty  of  a  Ikilful  partifan,  or  was 
more  thoroughly  mafler  of  that 
kind  of  warfare  which  has  not  un¬ 
aptly  been  termed  the  ta&ics  of 
flight.  It  might  almoft  be  faid  of 
him,  in  the  words  of  our  great 
poet,  that  “  he  overcame  by  flight/* 
Avoiding  as  much  as  poffible  all 
decifive  aftions,  he  hung  on  the 
flanks  and  rear  of  the  republicans, 
aflailed  them  in  difficult  pafles  and 
defiles,  deftroyed  their  detached 
parties,  and  intercepted  their  con¬ 
voys.  He  fometimes  feemed  to 
accept  the  combat,  and  as  foon  as 
his  antagonifts  had  formed  in  order 
of  battle,  he  difbanded  his  troops, 
having  previoufly  ordered  them  to 
join  him  again  at  a  diftance  of  fe¬ 
veral  leagues.  The  moment  that 
to  make  incurfions,  o^  obtain  pro- 
vifioris,  the  republicans  again  di¬ 
vided  their  forces,  he  fell  upon 
them,  and  their  infulated  corps 
were  inevitably  loft.  Frequently 
when  they  marched  againft  him, 
believing  him  to  be  in  their  front, 
he  had  rapidly  withdrawn,  and  was 
polled  in  their  rear.  By  this 
means  he  completely  difarranged, 
and  fet  at  nought,  all  the  combi¬ 
nations  and  movements,  however 
well  imagined,  of  the  various  ge¬ 
nerals  who  were  oppofed  to  him, 
though  none  of  thofe  generals  were 
in  want  of  forces,  and  fome  of  them 
were  undoubtedly  poflefled  of  con- 
fiderable  military  talents. 

From  the  commencement  ofJ«- 
nuary,  Charette  was  inceflantly  in 
aftion.  After  having  twice  routed 
[C  4]  the 
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the  republicans  at  St.  Fulgent,  he 
was  himfelf  defeated  there,  in  a 
third  engagement.  At  Aifenay, 
La  Chambaudiere,  and  Brouzil,  he 
was  likewife  unfuccefsful.  Undif- 
mayed,  however,  by  his  reverfes, 
he  was  foon  in  a  condition  to  take 
ample  revenge.  Having  been  in¬ 
formed  that  Sapinaud  and  fome 
other  chiefs  were  collefting  a  body 
of  royalifts  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
didridt,  he  advanced  to  Chauche 
to  join  them,  and  fortunately  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  moment  when  their 
troops  were  flying  in  diforder  be¬ 
fore  the  enemy.  Three  hoftile  co¬ 
lumns  were  fucceflively  attacked, 
and  each  of  them  was  overthrown 
with  great  daughter.  The  lofs  of 
the  vanquifhed  was  not  lefs  than  a 
thoufand  men.  No  prifoners  were 
taken  bv  the  enraged  royalifts. 
Following  up  his  victory,  Charette 
affaulted  Lege,  and  drove  out  the 
garrifon,  confiding  of  between 
eight  and  nine  hundred  men,  who 
endeavoured  to  effect  their  retreat 
to  Nantz.  At  the  moment  when 
they  were  hemmed  in  between  two 
rivulets,  which  the  winter  rains 
had  converted  into  impaflable  tor¬ 
rents,  they  were  overtaken  by  their 
pur fuers,  and  nearly  the  whole  of 
them  were  put  to  the  fword.  In 
this  combat  the  three  fons  of  Joly 
were  Tain,  one  of  them,  and  the 
bed  beloved,  was  killed  at  his  fide. 
Lege  being  rendered  uninhabitable 
by  the  putrid  effluvia  of  feveral 
heaps  of  dead  bodies,  which  jud 
before  his  arrival  had  been  piled 
round  the  town  by  the  republicans, 
it  was  foon  abandoned  by  Cha¬ 
rette.. 

Irritated  by  the  victories  of 
Charette,  the  republican  command¬ 
er  i:  chief  gave  orders  to  General 
puqucfnoy,  to  follow  him  with  a 


drong  divifton,  and  compel  him  £<s> 
an  engagement.  Duquef-  «  . 
noy  came  up  with  his  oppo¬ 
nent  at  the  bridge  of  Noy.. 
ers,  near  St.  Co^ombin.  Charette, 
who  had  with  him  about  four  thou¬ 
fand  men,  refolved  to  hazard  a 
battle.  The  confiid  was  long  and 
cbdinate.  Three  defperate  charges, 
made  by  the  royalids,  were  with 
difficulty  repul  fed.  At  length  the 
enemy  having  turned  his  flanks, 
Charette  gave  the  fignal  to  dif- 
perfe,  and,  night  coming  on,  the 
republicans  were  unable  to  purfue 
the  fugitives.  Five  hundred  of 
the  Poitevins  were  left  dead  upon 
the  field. 

This  derile  fuccefs  was  not  that 
which  Turreau  was  defirous  to  ob¬ 
tain.  In  the  hope  of  gaining  a 
more  decifive  victory,  hq,  united 
his  own  divifions  with  thofe  of 
Cordellier  and  Duquefnoy,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  in  perfon  againd  Charette. 
He  directed  his  courfe  towards 
Grand  Luc,  where  he  believed  his 
antagonid  to  be  pofted;  b‘ut  Cha¬ 
rette,  with  the  rapidity  of  lighten¬ 
ing,  had  already  pa  fled  to  his  rear. 
By  ahady  countermarch  he  drove 
to  come  up  with  the  royalid  chief, 
who,  however,  once  more  eluded 
him  by  fuperior  celerity  of  move¬ 
ment.  Turreau,  neverthelefs,  con¬ 
tinued  the  fruitlefs  chace,  till  he 
was  compelled  to  defid  from  it  by 
the  receipt  of  an  order,  which  di¬ 
rected  him  to  fend  five  thoufand 
men  to  reinforce  the  republican 
army  in  Britanny.  Charette,  too, 
differed,  at  the  fame  period,  a  di¬ 
minution  of  his  forces,  by  the  fe- 
ceifion  of  the  troops  which  were 
under  the  command  of  Sapinaud. 

A  trifling  diverfion  was,  on  the 
other  hand,  made  in  his  favour  by 
the  divifion  of  the  Pays  de  Retz, 

which 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


which  now  commenced  hoftilities. 
La  Catheliniere,  judging  it  impru¬ 
dent  to  take  the  field  before  the 
fpring,  when  he  fuppofed  the  ene¬ 
my  would  be  called  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  had  hitherto  remained  inac¬ 
tive,  and  would  yet  have  continued 
fo,  but  for  the  reproaches  and  en¬ 
treaties  of  his  fubaltern  officers. 
After  feveral  fkirmifnes,  in  fome 
of  which  he  was  victorious,  he  was 
dangerOufly  wounded.  The  (hot 
is  faid  to  have  been  purpofely  fired 
by  one  of  his  own  men,  in  revenge 
for  his  having  fo  long  delayed  to 
lead  his  divifion  againft  the  enemy. 
His  death  quickly  fucceeded  this 
difafter.  Having  retired  to  a  re- 
mote  farm-houfe  to  be  cured,  he 
was  taken  prifoner  by  a  republican 
party,  carried  to  Nantz,  and  fhot. 
The  command  of  the  Pays  de  Retz 
devolved  on  Guerin,  who  was  de¬ 
voted  to  Charette;  and  thus  the 
latter  chief  became,  in  reality,  the 
foie  maker  of  Lower  Poitou. 

For  more  than  a  month,  during 
which  time  he  was  often,  when  he 
difmiffed  his  troops  to  their  fami¬ 
lies,  left  withonlv  a  fmall  band  of 
faithful  followers,  and  ceafelefsly 
purfued  by  the  republican  army,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  Haxo,  his 
rival  in  activity,  Charette  not  mere¬ 
ly  avoided  receiving  any  ferious 
defeat,  but  made  his  enemies  fuffer 
many  fevere  Ioffes.  Five  of  the 
enemy’s  infulated  columns  were 
routed,  three  of  them  in  one  day, 
with  great  daughter.  Thefe  diffi 
afters,  however,  did  but  fharpen 
the  wifties  of  Haxo  to  take  venge¬ 
ance  upon  his  ad  verfary.  “  I  pur- 
“  fue  him  inceffantly,”  wrote  he 
in  a  letter  to  the  Convention,  “and 
“  either  he  (hall  perimby  my  hand, 

or  I  will  fall  by  his.” 

The  day  which  Haxo  fo  much 
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deft  red,  and  which  was  to  accom¬ 
plish  one  half  of  his  prediction,  at 
length  arrived.  At  Veoenceau, 
near  La  Roche  fur  Yon,  he  came 
up  with  the  royalift  chief.  Cha¬ 
rette  was  refolved  torilk  the  chance 
of  a  battle.  “  Comrades,”  , 
exclaimed  he  to  his  foldiers,  arC 
“we  have  fled  too  long;  to  X9>T794 
“  day  we  muft  either  conquer  or 
“  die.”  Drawing  up  his  army  in 
four  divifions,  and  feizing  at  the 
fame  time  the  heights,  to  fecure  a 
retreat  in  cafe  of  need,  he  waited 
the  approach  ol  the  republicans. 
The  conteft  was  begun  by  the  gre¬ 
nadiers  and  cavalry  of  the  enemy, 
who  preffed  forward  with  much 
fpirit,  though  not  in  regular  order. 
Their  progrefs  was  quickly  flopped 
by  the  determined  courage  of  the 
royalifts.  The  cavalry  of  Cha¬ 
rette  made  a  vigorous  charge  upon 
that  of  the  enemy,  and  drove  it 
back  in  confuflon  upon  the  ranks 
of  their  infantry.  At  this  mo¬ 
ment  alfo,  the  royalift  leader  ex¬ 
tended  the'  wings  of  his  armvvto 
envelope  his  antagonifts.  The 
diforder  and  panic  occafioned  by 
this  menacing  movement,  and  by 
the  broken  cavalry,  were  fatal  to 
the  republicans.  The  grenadiers 
gave  way,  and  their  example  was 
followed  by  the  reft  of  the  troops. 
It  was  in  vain  that  Haxo  made  the 
braveft  exertions  to  rally  them, 
and  bring  them  back  to  the  com¬ 
bat  ;  they  were  deaf  to  every  things 
but  their  fears.  Deferted  by  his 
men,  and  feeing  fome  cavalry 
wheeling  round  to  intercept  his  re¬ 
treat,  he  was  retiring,  when  a  ball 
pierced  his  thigh,  and  killed  his 
horfe  under  him.  Finding  that  to 
efcape  was  impoffible,  and  fc.orning 
to  furvive  his  defeat,  he  placed  his 
back  to  a  tree,  and,  wounded  as  he 
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was,  defended  himfelf  with  un¬ 
daunted  bravery.  Charette,  who 
admired  his  talents  and  fpirit,  gave 
orders  to  make  him  prifoner.  The 
flubborn  refolution  of  Haxo  ren¬ 
dered  it  impracticable  to  yield  obe¬ 
dience  to  thefe  orders.  He  re¬ 
futed  to  furrender;  and,  after  he 
had  killed  or  wounded  feveral  who 
attempted  to  feize  him,  the  royal¬ 
ifts  were  reluClantly  compelled  to 
put  an  end  to  his  exiftence.  Haxo 
was  of  coloffal  ftature  and  warlike 
mien,  and,  along  with  the  praife  of 
valour  and  military  talent,  he  is 
faid  to  have  merited  the  hill  higher 
praife  of  being  humane  at  a  time 
when  all  his  colleagues  were  noto- 
rioufly  infamous  for  the  brutal  fe¬ 
rocity  of  their  conduct,  and  huma¬ 
nity  itfelf  feemed  to  be  confidered 
as  an  irremifiible  crime.  It  is  a 
Unking  teftimony  in  his  favour, 
that  he  was  almoft  equally  regret¬ 
ted  by  his  foldiers,  of  whom  he 
was  the  father,  and  by  the  royal¬ 
ifts,  of  whom  he  was  one  of  the 
moll  ardent  and  formidable  ene¬ 
mies. 

/The  difcomfiture  of  the  republi¬ 
cans  on  this  occafion  was  fo  com¬ 
plete,  and  their  lofsof  fuch  magni¬ 
tude,  that  their  fpirits  entirely 
funk  under  the  weight  of  the  dif- 
after,  Relinquilhing,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  the  carrying  on  of  offenfive 
operations,  they  withdrew  into 
cantonments,  and  abandoned  to 
Charette  the  poffeffion  of  that  ter¬ 
ritory,  for  which,  in  fpite  of  feem- 
ingly  infuperable  difficulties,  he 
had  perfeveringly  and  Ikilfully 
contended  during  a  campaign  pro- 
traded  through  the  long  period  of 
five  winter  months. 

Turning,  for  the  prefen t,  from 


the  lower  divifion  of  Poitou,  we 
mull  now  proceed  to  trace  thofe 
equally  important  events,  which, 
at  the  fame  time,  occurred  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  province,  and  in 
that  portion  of  Anjou  which  is 
fituated  on  the  left  of  the  Loire. 
When,  after  the  battle  of  Choller, 
the  royal  catholic  army  pa  fled  the 
Loire,  fuch  of  the  royalifts  as  re¬ 
mained  behind  were  left  without 
leaders  capable  of  giving  energy 
and  unity  to  their  efforts.  Yet, 
notwithftanding  this  difadvantage, 
they  were  not  inadive.  Affem- 
bling  in  fmall  bodies,  of  from  three 
to  five  hundied  men,  they  fell 
upon,  and  defeated,  feveral  detach¬ 
ments,  haraflfed  the  republican  polls, 
and  carried  off  the  convoys.  For¬ 
tunately,  their  antagonills  were 
too  much  weakened  by  the  abfence 
of  the  great  mafs  of  the  Conven¬ 
tional  armies,  to  undertake  at  this 
moment  any  vigorous  operations. 
Emboldened  by  their  fuccefs,  they 
colleded  in  larger  numbers  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  end  of  November, 
deftroyed  three  corps  which  were 
fent  againft  them,  and  Anally  at¬ 
tacked  adjutant-general  Defmares, 
who  was  polled  at  Jallais  with  a 
confiderable  force.  Though  they 
were  without  a  chief,  they  fup- 
ported  a  contell  of  three  hours; 
and,  at  length,  finding  their  exer¬ 
tions  fruitiefs,  retired  from  the 
field  without  fullaining  any  ferious 
lofs. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs 
in  Upper  Poitou  at  the  epoch  when 
the  royal  catholic  army  was  en¬ 
tirely  broken  to  pieces  by  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  Mans  and  Savenay.  In  a 
former  volume*,  it  has  been  feen, 
that,  when  the  royalifts  reached 


*  Annual  Remitter  for  1794,  Hiftorieal  article,  p.  85. 
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Ancenis,  their  generaliffimo,  La 
Roche  Jacquelin,  Stoffiet,  and  Tome 
other  of  their  chiefs,  committed 
themfelves  on  a  raft  to  the  mercy 
of  the  waves,  in  order  to  reconcile 
them  to  that  mode  of  eroding  the 
river,  and  that  a  fudden  panic  in¬ 
duced  the  royal  army  to  fly  from 
the  town,  and  give  up  their  defign 
of  repafling  the  Loire.  As  foon 
as  La  Roche  Jacquelin  and  his  com¬ 
panions  landed,  they  were  fallen 
upon  by  a  republican  detachment, 
and  compelled  to  difperfe.  Accom¬ 
panied  only  by  a  Angle  officer,  La 
Roche  Jacquelin  wandered  in  the 
woods,  till  he  was  on  the  point  of 
perifhing  with  hunger  and  fatigue. 
They  at  length  reached  a  farm, 
which  was  inhabited  by  a  royalift. 
Scarcely  had  they  retired  to  reft  in 
a  barn,  when  they  were  roufed  by 
the  farmer,  who  intreated  them  to 
fly,  as  the  enemy  were  arrived,  and 
intended  to  lleep  in  the  barn. 
ts  My  friend,”  anfwered  the  royal¬ 
ift  chief,  “  we  muft  have  reft,  even 
fhould  death  be  the  confequence. 
ee  Leave  us  then,  and  truft  to  pro- 
((  vidence  for  our  prefer vation.” 
The  republicans  in  a  few  minutes 
entered,  equally  fatigued ;  and, 
throwing  themfelves  on  the  ft  raw, 
funk  into  a  profound  dumber.  At 
break  of  day,  La  Roche  Jacquelin 
and  his  friend  quitted  the  place  un- 
difeovered  by  their  dangerous  com¬ 
panions.  At  length,  having  lived 
for  fome  days  concealed  in  the  fo- 
reft  of  Vezin,  the  royalift  general¬ 
iffimo  gathered  round  him  a  few  of 
his  partilans,  and  reached  Maulev- 
rier,  at  the  moment  when  Chare tte 
entered  that  place  with  the  forces 
of  Lower  Poitou. 

When  the  arrival  of  La  Roche 
Jacquelin  became  known,  the  Poi- 
Cevins  flocked  with  fuch  ardour  to 


join  his  ftandard,  that  he  was 
fpeedily  at  the  head  of  between 
two  and  three  thoufand  men,  al¬ 
ready  accuftomed  to  brave  every 
danger.  Stofflet  was  hardly  lefs- 
fuccefsful  in  his  efforts  to  raife  a 
divifion.  Other  corps  were  form¬ 
ed  by  General  Beauvais,  by  Ber¬ 
nard  de  Marigny,  Berard,  Prod- 
homme,  and  a  number  of  chiefs, 
who  had  efcaped  from  Britanny, 
after  the  deftruftion  of  the  royal 
catholic  army.  Such  of  the  fol- 
diers  too  of  that  army,  as  had  been 
able  t0  find  a  fhelter  in  the  woods 
and  marfhes  on  the  right  of  the 
Loire,  nightly  procured  the  means 
of  recroffing  the  river,  and  rallying 
under  the  banners  of  their  former 
leaders. 

The  republicans,  now  reinforced 
by  the  return  of  their  armies  from 
Britanny,  were  too  formidable  for 
the  Poitevins  to  think  of  encoun¬ 
tering  them  at  prefen t  in  a  general 
engagement.  La  Roche  Jacquelin, 
therefore,  refolved  to  carry  on, 
during  the  winter,  a  war  of  chi¬ 
cane,  which  would  harafs  and  weak¬ 
en  the  enemy,  without  fubje&ing 
his  own  party  to  any  heavy  misfor¬ 
tune.  In  this  kind  of  war  he  was 
eminently  fuccefsful.  The  repub¬ 
licans,  in  the  courfe  of  the  month 
of  January,  were  frequently  de¬ 
feated,  and  their  convoys  inter¬ 
cepted  ;  while  the  royalift s,  on  the 
other  hand,  though  fometimes 
worfted,  did  not  fuffer  any  dis¬ 
heartening  lofs. 

The  war,  however,  thanks  to 
the  barbarity  of  the  republicans, 
foon  affumed  a  more  ferious  afpeft. 
Through  their  exertions,  the  ranks 
of  the  Poitevin  army  were  fwelled 
by  thoufands  of  recruits,  burning 
with  indignation,  and  eager  for  re¬ 
venge,  It  was  upon  Upper  Poi¬ 
tou 
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tou  that  the  fury  of  the  infernal 
columns  was  chiefly  difcharged. 
In  their  march,  thofe  columns  maf- 
facred  thoufands  of  wretched  vie. 
timsj  but  tens  of  thoufands  had 
the  eood  fortune  to  efcaue  to  the 

O  i. 

forefts ;  and  there,  driven  from 
their  burning  homes,  an^  defpoiled 
of  their  property,  had  no  other  re- 
fouree  than  in  arms.  Their  op- 
preffors  were  not  long  before  they 
received  abundant  proof  to  what 
wonderful  efforts  men  may  be  Si¬ 
mulated  by  rage  and  defpair. 

While  the  columns  were  purfa- 
ing  their  defolating  march.  La 
Roche  jacquelin,  with  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  men,  penetrated  between  two 
of  them,  attacked  Chemille,  and 
put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword.  In 
conjunction  with  StofRet  and  Ber¬ 
nard  de  Marigny,  he  then  marched 
to  Gefte,  in  the  vicinity  of  Beau- 
preau.  To  this  place  he  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  republican  army,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  General  Cor- 
dellier.  Three  battles  enfued,  in 
all  of  which  the  royalifts  were  vic¬ 
torious. 

Thefe,  however,  were  the  laft 
laurels  gathered  by  La  Roche  Jac- 
-quelin.  Death  now  put  an  end  to 
his  gallant  career.  About  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  February,  having  routed 
the  enemy  in  a  Ikirmifh  near  Tre- 
mentine,  he  was  {lain  by  the  hand 
of  a  cowardly  afiaiiin,  while  he  was 
purfuing  the  fugitives.  A  repub¬ 
lican  foldier,  who,  throwing  down 
his  mufket,  had  implored  and  ob¬ 
tained  quarter  from  him,  took  up 
his  arms  when  the  general  was 
patted  by,  and  requited  the  mercy 
cf  his  generous  conqueror,  by  be¬ 


coming  his  murderer*.  His  vil- 
lainy  did  not  go  unpunifiied,  for 
he  was  inftantly  cut  to  pieces  by 
thePoitevin  troops.  In  La  Roche 
Jacquelin,  the  royalifts  loft  a  leader, 
than  whom  none  more  valiant,  more 
accomplifhed,  or  more  beloved, 
ever  appeared  at  the  head  of  an 
army. 

On  the  death  of  La  Roche  Jac¬ 
quelin,  StofRet,  with  the  aflent  of 
the  other  chiefs,  took  the  command 
of  that  part  of  the  royalift  forces, 
which  bore  the  name  of  the  army 
of  Anjou.  The  new  general  fig- 
nalized  his  afTumption  of  autho¬ 
rity,  by  gaining  two  victories  over 
the  republicans,  at  Coudrai-Mont- 
beau,  and  making  himfelf  matter  of 
Beaupreau.  He  then,  with  four 
thoufand  of  his  beft  troops,  march¬ 
ed  towards  Chollet,  which  was  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  younger  general 
Moulins,  with  five  thoufand  men, 
and  three  pieces  of  cannon.  The 
republican  outpofts  were  furprifed, 
the  town  was  aflaulted,  and  ^ 
the  garrifon  was  quickly 
thrown  into  diford er,  by 
the  vigour  of  the  royalift  onfet. 
Though  dangeroufly  wounded,  Ge¬ 
neral  Moulins  exerted  himfelf  to  the 
utmoft  to  rally  his  foldiers.  His 
efforts,  nevertheiefs,  were  fruitlefs, 
and  he  was  himfelf  thrown  from 
his  horfe,  and  on  the  point  of  be¬ 
ing  taken  prifoner.  Preferring 
death  to  falling  into  the  hands  of 
his  enemies,  he  drew  a  piftol,  and 
terminated  his  own  exiftence. 
While  a  detachment  of  the  victors 
was  purfuing  the  fugitives  on  the 
road  to  Nantz,  General  Cordellier 
arrived  with  his  divifion  from 


*  has  keen  affected,  that  La  Roche  Jacquelin  fell  the  vi£tim  of  his  own  ralhnefs, 
in  preffing.  forward  to  teize  a  republican,  who  was  taking  deliberate  aim  at  him.  This, 
however,  is  untrue.  The  account  now  given  was  communicated  to  the  author,  by  one 
of  the  royalift  chiefs,  and  may  be  relied  upon  as  ftriclly  coriedi. 

•Geftei 
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Cede,  and  renewed  the  conted. 
Too  weak  to  contend  with  the 
combined  forces  of  the  enemy, 
StofHet  evacuated  the  town,  and 
retired  to  the  heights  ofNouaille, 
about  four  miles  didant,  where  he 
remained  two  days,  without  the 
republicans  daring  to  advance 
againft  him. 

In  a  few  days,  however,  General 
Cordeliier  had  an  opportunity  of 
wiping  off  the  difgrace  which  the 
Conventional  troops  had  incurred 
by  their  defeat  at  Choilet.  At 
Montrevault,  near  Beaupreau,  a 
battle  was  fought  between  his  di- 
vifion  and  the  forces  of  Stoffiet. 
The  conted  was  not  terminated 
till  the  fecond  day,  when  the  royal- 
ids  were  at  lad  overcome,  and  dif¬ 
fered  feverely.  Several  hundreds 
of  them  were  left  on  the  field,  and 
many  were  drowned  in  attempting 
to  fwim  over  the  river  Erbre,  into 
which  they  were  driven.  Among 
thofe  who  fell  in  this  battle  was 
-the  Countefs  de  Bruc,  a  woman  of 
didinguidied  courage,  who  march¬ 
ed  at  the  ftead  of  the  Poitevins,  and 
was  one  of  the  fcremod  in  the  com¬ 
bat. 

This  viflory  was  produ-flive  of 
no  beneficial  effeid  to  thofe  by 
whom  it  was  gained.  Obliged  to 
hurry  from  one  pod  to  the  defence 
of  another,  haralTed  wherever  they 
turned,  and  diminifhed  in  numbers 
by  daily  and  hourly  engagements, 
the  republicans  rapidly  lod  ground 
in  Upper  Poitou.  Hcrbiers,  Chan- 
tonay,  and  other  towns,  were  fuc- 
ceffively  abandoned.  On  every 
fideffrefh  armies  of  royalids  feem- 
ed  to  rife  from  the  earth.  Rich¬ 
ard,  with  a  formidable  divifion, 
made  himfelf  mader  of  Cerifais, 
and  joined  the  army  of  Anjou. 
Bernard  de  Marigny  headed  a 


force  of  feveral  thoufand  men,  de¬ 
nominated  the  army  of  the  centre ; 
and  a  fecond  army,  of  the  fame 
name,  was  commanded  by  Sapi- 
naud. 

Shortly  after  his  defeat,  StofHet 
was  again  in  a  condition  to  refume 
his  operations,  with  more  vigour 
than  ever.  Early  in  March,  he  re¬ 
duced  Breffuire  and  Argenton  le 
Chateau,  and  once  more  led  his 
troops  againd  Choilet,  which  was 
occupied  by  the  columns  of  gene¬ 
rals  Pluchet  and  Gri^non.  The 
republicans  drew  up  in  order  of 
battle,  on  the  heights  near  the 
town,  but  were  in  a  fhort  time 
compelled  to  take  fhelter  in  the 
place,  where  they  were  inveded 
by  the  Poitevin  army.  Alarmed 
for  the  fafety  of  thefe  divifions, 
the  Conventional  commidioners 
gave  orders  for  the  evacuation  of 
Choilet ;  and  thefe  orders  were 
obeyed  with  fuch  precipitation, 
that  immenfe  magazines  of  corn, 
forage,  clothes,  and  military  dores, 
■Cvere  left  behind  by  the  retreating 
troops.  By  the  capture  of  Choilet, 
the  whole  of  the  territory  under 
StofHet  was  freed  from  the  prefence 
of  the  enemy. 

Bernard  de  Marigny  was  not 
lefs  fortunate  than  StofHet.  He 
formed,  in  the  beginning  of  March, 
the  blockade  of  Mortagne,  in  which 
place  the  republicans  had  a  garrifon 
of  a  thoufand  men.  So  clofe  was 
the  blockade,  that  the  defenders  of 
the  place  found  it  impoffible  to 
open  a  communication  with  the  re¬ 
publican  army.  To  heighten  their 
didrefs,  a  convoy,  dedined  for 
them,  was  taken  under  their  walls 
by  the  royalid  general;  and  the 
corps  which  efcorted  it,  was  com¬ 
pletely  dedroyed.  Bernard  de 
Marigny  now  refolved  to  make  an 

effort 
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effort  to  carry  the  town  by  nflault. 
He  was,  however,  repulfed,  after  a 
conflict  of  feven  hours.  Undif- 
couraged  by  this  check,  he  ordered 
his  forces  to  prepare  for  a  fecon-d 
aflault,  on  the  enfuing  morning. 
But  the  earrifon  did  not  deem  it 
prudent  to  rifk  the  confequences  of 
a  ftorm.  They  quitted  the  place 
in  the  night,  with  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  were  lucky 
enough  to  accomplifh  in  fafety  their 
retreat  to  Nantz.  Mortagne  was 
the  lalt  poll  which  the  republicans 
held  in  the  interior  of  the  royalift 
territory,  and  its  lofs  was  a  fubjcft 
of  great  regret  and  indignation. 

The  jacobin  government  was 
not  lefs  furprifed  than  mortified  at 
thefe  multiplied  difaffers.  It  found 
itfelf  ftill  further  than  ever  from 
the  reduction  of  Poitou.  In  its 
fplcen  and  anger,  it  did  not  hefi- 
tate  to  throw  upon  the  fhouldcrsof 
the  generals  the  blame  which  be¬ 
longed  to  itfelf.  To  that  Con¬ 
vention,  from  which  the  fhamelefs 
Barrere  had  fo  often  called  for  laws 
of  blood  and  fire  againft  the  royal¬ 
ifts,  he  had  now  the  audacity  to 
talk  of  the  bad  effetl  which  had 
been  produced  by  burning  farms 
and  villages,  and  by  the  <(  barbar- 
ous  and  exaggerated  execution” 
of  the  decrees  which  he  had  himfelf 
propofed.  To  remedy  the  evil, 
he  demanded  the  appointment  of 
two  new  commiffioners,  invefted 
with  unlimited  powers  to  adopt 
whatever  meafures  they  might  con¬ 
ceive  to  be  neceffary.  Feeling, 
perhaps,  a  confcioufnefs  how  ridi¬ 
culous  he  muff  appear,  in  being 
thus  compelled  to  announce  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  the  royalifts,  after  he  had 
fo  repeatedly  announced  their  ex¬ 
termination,  he  promifed  the  Con¬ 
vention  that  he  would  not  mention 


them  again,  during  the  whole  of 
the  campaign.  This  promife  he 
religioufly  kept. 

This  alteration  in  the  fyftem  of 
the  jacobin  government,  put  a  flop 
to  the  burning  of  houfes,  and  to  the 
wanton  maffacre  of  females,  chil¬ 
dren,  and  aged  pcrfons.  The  tardy 
and  compelled  mercy  now  fhown, 
excited, however,not  the  gratitude, 
but  the  fcorn  of  thePoitevin  royal- 
iffs,  who  well  knew  that  their  own 
valour,  and  not  the  principles  of 
their  oppreflors,  had  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  fuch  an  affonilhing  change. 

The  rulers  of  Fiance  were  not 
yet  cu**ed  of  the  folly  of  fixing  a 
day  for  the  termination  of  the  war. 
-Their  two  commiffioners,  Hentz 
and  Garreau,  were  ordered  to  put 
an  end  to  the  conteft  within  the 
period  of  a  month.  The  commif¬ 
fioners,  on  their  fide,  were  not 
backward  in  communicating  fimi- 
lar  orders  to  General  Turreau,  and 
in  threatening  him  with  a  perilous 
refponfibility,  in  cafe  of  difobedi- 
encc.  Unintimidated,  neverthe- 
lefs,  by  their  menaces,  he  refo- 
lutely  anfwered,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  accomplifh  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  royalifts  in  the  brief 
fpace  of  time  which  was  allowed. 
Nothing  fhort  of  extraordinary 
means,  and  the  moft  determined 
perfeverance,  would,  he  told  them, 
be  required,  to  bring  the  war  to 
a  favourable  conclufion.  Thefe 
difagreeable  truths  were  heard  with 
much  indignation  and  difguft  by 
thofe  to  whom  they  were  ad- 
drefied. 

Extraordinary  means  were  cer¬ 
tainly  reforted  to  by  the  commif¬ 
fioners,  to  effedl  their  purpofe. 
They  ifiued  a  mandate,  than  which, 
madnefs,  in  its  wildeft  mood,  never 
imagined  any  thing  more  infane. 

The 
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The  natives  of  the  royalift  terri¬ 
tory,  of  a  territory  nearly  thirty 
leagues  in  length,  and  as  many  in 
breadth,  and  containing  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  feveral  hundred  thoufand 
fouls,  were  commanded  to  quit  the 
country,  and  retire  with  their  pro¬ 
perty  into  the  interior  of  France, 
under  pain  of  being  punifhed  as 
rebels.  This  mandate  was  treated 
with  contempt  by  thofe  to  whom 
it  was  directed.  It  had  indeed  fuf- 
ficient  terror  in  it  to  drive  from 
their  homes  nearly  twenty  thoufand 
inhabitants  of  the  furrounding  de¬ 
partments.  A  ftep  lefs  abfurd  was 
likewife  taken  by  the  commiflion- 
ers.  They  offered  pardon  and  re¬ 
ward  to  fuch  of  the  royalifls  as 
would  betray  their  leaders;  but 
their  offers  and  their  mandates  were 
equally  defpifed. 

Depreffed  in  fpirit  by  their  res 
peated  difcomfitures,  and  the  me¬ 
lancholy  profpeft  of  an  intermina¬ 
ble  conteft,  the  republicans  ceafed 
to  aft  with  their  wonted  vigour. 
Their  operations  were  confined  to 
a  fruitlefs  attack  upon  the  Marfh 
did  rift  of  Lower  Poitou,  to  fome 
trifling  attempts  againft  the  royal¬ 
ift  polls  on  the  bank  of  the  Loire, 
and  to  an  incurfion  into  the  forefts 
of  Maulevrier  and  Vezin,  where 
they  burned  alive  the  wounded 
royalifls  whom  they  found  in  the 
hofpitals,  which  had  been  eftablifh- 
cd  there,  as  being  out  of  the  reach 
of  danger.  On  the  other  hand, 
they  received  fereral  defeats. 
They  were  once  routed  by  Cha- 
rette  at  Moutier  les  Maufai,  and 
thrice  by  Srofflet  at  Fief  des  Hou- 
leries,  Chemille,  and  St.  Florent, 

Foiled  in  every  mode  of  warfare 
which  he  had  hitherto  purfued, 
General  Turreau  gave  up  all 
thoughts  of  deftroying  the  Poite- 
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vins  by  meeting  them  in  the  field. 
He  reforted  to  the  plan  of  inverting 
their  territory  by  a  circle  of  camps, 
flrongly  entrenched  and  garrifoned. 
In  proportion  as  the  diftrifts  round 
thefe  camps  were  fubdued,  other 
camps,  further  advanced,  were  to 
be  eftablifhed ;  and  thus,  flowly 
moving  onward  to  the  centre  of 
Poitou,  he  hoped  in  time  to  reduce 
and  hold  in  fubjeftion  the  whole  of 
toe  province.  To  keep  up  the 
femblanceof  offenftve  warfare,  two 
columns  were  to  ntake  inroads  into 
the  country  occupied  by  the  royal- 
ifts,  and  the  troops  of  the  entrench¬ 
ed  camps  were  fometimes  to  Tally 
forth,  and  indulge  themfelves  in  a 
little  occafional  plunder  and  blood- 
fhed.  This  plan  was  grounded  on 
the  prefumed  inability  of  the  Poi- 
tevins  to  make  themfelves  mafters 
of  any  poll  which  was  defended  by 
fortifications. 

The  royalift  chiefs,  on  their 
fide,  feemed  difpofed  to  draw  clofer 
the  band  of  union  between  them, 
and  to  aft  more  in  concert  than 
they  had  hitherto  done.  In  a  con¬ 
ference  held  at  Jallais,  between 
Charette,  Stotflet,  Bernard  de  Ma- 
rigny,  and  other  royalift  leaders, 
it  was  agreed,  that  henceforth  no¬ 
thing  fnould  be  undertaken  with¬ 
out  the  concurrence  of  the  three 
armies,  and  that  thofe  armies  fhould 
immediately  commence  their  con- 
junft  operations,  by  expelling  the 
republicans  from  the  ports  which 
they  held  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Loire.  Till  this  expedition  was 
terminated  no  divifion  was  to  be 
difbanded,  nor  was  any  chief  to  be 
allowed  to  feparate  from  his  col¬ 
leagues.  The  limits  of  the  terri¬ 
tory  belonging  to  each  general 
were  alfo  definitively  fettled. 
This  compaft  was  fworn  to,  and 

figned, 
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figned,  bv  each  of  the  contracting 
parties;  and  the  puniihment  of 
treafon  was  denounced  againft  any 
one  who  (hould  be  guilty  of  its 
violation. 

Admirably  calculated  as  this 
compaCt  apparently  was  to  ft  length¬ 
en  the  royal  party,  the  foie  effed 
which  it  produced,  was  the  death 
of  two  of  the  warmed  and  mod 
gallant  friends  of  royalty.  Some 
have  affected,  and  there  fcems  but 
too  much  reafon  to  credit  the  affer- 
tion,  that  the  principal  motive  of 
thofe  who  framed  it,  was  the  fafe 
accomplilhment  of  their  criminally 
ambitious  purpofes.  Bernard  de 
Marigny  was  its  firft  viCtim.  This 
chief,  who  was  much  beloved  by 
the  Poitevins,  and  by  not  a  few 
was  confidered  as  the  legitimate 
fucceffor  of  La  P>.oche  Jacquelin, 
is  faid  to  have  been  looked  on  with 
a  jealous  eye,  both  by  StofRet  and 
Charette,  many  of  whofe  folaiers 
at  times  quitted  them  to  fight  un¬ 
der  his  banners.  A  pretext  was 
foon  found  to  get  rid  of  a  hated 
rival.  Irritated  by  the  unfair 
manner  in  which  the  commiffaries 
of  StofRet  didributed  the  provi- 
fions,  the  troops  of  Bernard  de  Ma¬ 
rigny  retired  during  the  night,  and 
their  General  having  hurried  after 
them  to  bring  them  back,  a  hady 
council  was  fummoncd,  by  which 
he  was  fentenced  to  die,  as  a  de- 
ferter  from  his  party.  This  ini¬ 
quitous  fentence  was  executed, 
without  his  being  allowed  to  fpeak 
a  word  in  his  defence,  or  beine  in- 
dulged  with  a  moment’s  refpite ; 
and  he  fell,  afferting  with  his  lad 
breath,  his  innocence  and  loyalty. 
Richard  and  Sapinaud,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  the  friend  of  Charette, 
and  devoted  to  him,  took  the 
command  of  the  army  of  the  cen¬ 


ter.  Numbers,  however,  in  re® 
venge  for  the  facrifice  of  their 
chief,  refufed  to  follow  his  fuccef- 
fors.  It  was  not  long  before  the 
fate  of  Bernard  de  Marigny  was 
fhared  by  Joly,  and  with  equal  in¬ 
juft  ice.  Tnefe  two  murders,  for 
murders  they  mud  be  called,  fixed 
a  deep  and  lading  ftain  upon  the 
characters  of  thofe,  by  whom  they 
were  at  once  inhumanly  and  un- 
wife  ly  committed.  No  talent,  no 
valour,  can  expiate  the  guilt  of 
wanton  bloodfhed. 

The  combined  armies  did  not 
perform  any  of  thofe  exploits 
which  were  naturally  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  them.  Each  of  the 
two  great  leaders  feemed  to  dread 
left  his  rival  (hould  acquire  an  in- 
creafe  of  reputation.  After  a  tri¬ 
vial  engagement  on  the  banks  of 
the  Loire,  they  marched  into  lower 
Poitou,  and  attacked  Challans, 
which  was  held  by  general  Dutruy, 
with  a  very  considerable  garrifon. 
The  con  ted  was  (harp  and  long, 
and  terminated  in  their  being  com¬ 
pelled  to  retreat,  with  the  lofs  of 
feveral  hundred  men.  ThePoite- 
vin  armies  now  feparated;  each 
returning  to  its  own  territory. 

A  fhort  time  before  the  battle 
of  Challans,  the  chevalier  Tinte- 
niac,  fent  by  the  Britilh  minifters, 
arrived  in  the  royalift  camp.  He 
brought  with  him,  compliments, 
and  promifes  of  aflidance  ;  but  no¬ 
thing  more. 

The  eftablllhment  of  entrenched 
camps  was  the  lad  aft  of  general 
Turreau,  againft  whom  the  con¬ 
ventional  commiffioners  entertain¬ 
ed  fuch  inveterate  prejudices,  that 
they  procured  his  difmiffion.  So 
inactive,  however,  were  the  re¬ 
publicans,  fubfcquenily  to  his  de¬ 
parture,  that  even  the  name  of  the 
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general  who  replaced  him  is  un¬ 
known.  Satisfied  if  they  were 
fuffered  to  remain  unattacked,  they 
no  longer  braved  their  enemies  in 
the  field.  The  royalift  chiefs, 
meanwhile,  negleded  -nothing, 
which  in  cafe  of  their  being  again 
attacked,  could  enable  them  to 
maintain  the  ground  which  they 
had  w'on.  They  introduced  a 
more  regular  organization  into 
their  armies  ;  appointed  commif- 
faries  to  provide  magazines  ;  ar¬ 
rayed  the  population  ;  formed  a 
chain  of  pofts,  reciprocally  fup- 
porting  each  other ;  and,  finally, 
eftablifhed  a  code  of  laws  for  both 
the  military  and  civil  government 
of  the  royalift  territory.  In  mak¬ 
ing  thefe  various  arrangements, 
Stofflet  had  the  advantage  of  be¬ 
ing  affifted  by  Bernier,  reftor  of 
St.  Laud,  a  man  poffefted  of  all 
thofe  qualities  which  are  required 
to  form  the  confummate  ftatefman. 
He  held  the  fituation  of  commif- 
fary-general  of  the  army  of  An¬ 
jou,  and  to  the  talents,  exertions, 
and  counfel  of  this  ecclefiaftic, 
Stofflet  was  indebted  for  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  his  high  reputa¬ 
tion. 

Two  important  riftories  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  royalifts,  clofed  this 
eventful  and  glorious  campaign. 
They  were  both  gained  by  Cha- . 
rette.  Among  the  numerous  en¬ 
trenched  camps  which  the  republi¬ 
cans  had  eftablifhed,  to  hem  in 
and  harafs  the  Poitevins,  was  one 
at  la  Rouliere,  on  the  road  from 
Nantz  to  Sables  d’Olonne,  and 
about  ten  miles  from  the  former 
place.  It  was  principally  garri- 
foned  by  the  national  guards  of 
Nantz,  who  fometimes  made  fai¬ 
lles,  and  carried  off  the  produce 
of  the  harveft  from  the  furround- 
Vol.  XXXVIII, 


ing  country.  This  thorn  in  the 
fide  of  his  friends,  Charer.te  deter¬ 
mined  to  remove.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  September,  therefore,  he 
fummoned  feveral  of  his  divisions 
to  meet  him  at  St.  Philbert  de  Bou- 
ans,  for  the  purpofe  of  attacking 
the  camp.  Only  the  advanced 
guard  of  his  troops  arriving  at  the 
appointed  time,  and  the  other  di. 
vifions  being  yet  at  a  confiderable 
diftance,  he  came  to  the  bold  de¬ 
termination  of  attempting  to  carry 
the  camp  by  furprife,  with  this 
handful  of  men.  tf  My  friends/" 
exclaimed  he  to  his  foldiers  whom 
he  had  affemhled  round  him,  ((we 
fhall  have  an  eafy  vidicry ;  we 
have  to  fight  with  nothing  but 
citizens,  covered  with  filk  and 
gold.  The  moft  valiant  of  you 
fhall  (hare  all  the  plunder.5*  Ani¬ 
mated  by  their  chief,  the  troops 
eagerly  demanded  to  be  led  to  the 
affault,  without  waiting  for  their 
abfent  companions.  The  fignal 
being  given,  they  rufhed  impetu- 
oufty  forward,  and  were  fortunate 
enough  to  reach  the  fcene  of  ac¬ 
tion,  before  the  republicans  had 
any  intelligence  of  their  approach. 
The  entrenchments  were  forced  in 
a  moment,  and  the  enemy,  who 
had  not  even  time  to  run  to  arms, 
fled  precipitately  on  all  lides,  leav¬ 
ing  an  immenfe  booty  in  the  hands 
of  the  conquerors. 

While  the  royalifts  wrere  bufy, 
in  fecuring  and  dividing  the  fpoil, 
a  republican  column  from  Mon- 
taigu  unexpectedly  appeared  in 
fight,  and  placed  them  in  a  peri¬ 
lous  fituation.  It  was  with  1'ome 
difficulty  that  their  officers  called 
off  their  attention  from  the  booty, 
and  collected  a  fufiicient  number 
to  make  head  again!!  the  enemy, 
who  were  now  drawing  up  their 
[£>]  forces 
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forces  for  battle.  At  this  critical 
moment,  the  royalift  divifions 
whioh  had  been  left  behind,  in¬ 
cluding  a  body  of  cavalry,  came 
up  to  their  affiftance.  The  repub¬ 
licans  were  attacked,  routed,  and 
purfued  with  a  terrible  daughter, 
as  far  as  the  gates  of  Nantz. 

Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs, 
Charette  prepared  lor  an  enterprife 
of  dill  greater  advantage,  and 
more  difficult  execution.  The 
camp  of  Freligr.e,  between  Lege 
and  Machecoult,  checked  his  move¬ 
ments,  and  interrupted,  in  fome 
degree,  his  communications  with 
that  part  of  the  country,  called  the 
Pays  de  Retz.  This  camp  was 
far  more  formidable  than  that  of 
la  Rouliere.  It  was  ftrongly  for¬ 
tified,  the  works  were  pailifaded, 
it  was  furrounded  by  broad 
and  deep  ditches,  and  contained 
a  garrifon  of  two  thoufand  well 
diiciplined  regular  troops,  who 
had  feen  much  fervice,  and  were 
commanded  by  Prat  and  Mermet, 
two  officers  of  acknowledged  cou¬ 
rage  and  ikill. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  adverfe 
circumftances,  Charette,  relying 
upon  the  valour  of  his  troops,  re- 
iotved  ta  hazard  an  aftault,  as  he 
irad  neither  time  nor  means  for  a 
liege,  and  there  was  no  hope  of 
falling  unawares  upon  an  alarmed 
and  vigilant  enemy.  The  Poitc- 
^  vins  attacked  the  camp  on 
^  *  three  fides,  but,  the  works 
having  been  imperfectly  re¬ 
connoitred,  the  principal  attack 
was  direded  againft  the  lead  vul¬ 
nerable  quarter.  The  aifailants, 
however,  advanced  with  the  ut- 
molt  bravery  to  the  palli  fades,  and, 
uncovered  as  they  were,  kept  up 
it  forty  yards  diftanee,  a  fire  upon 


the  enemy,  for  nearly  an  hour. 
They  fuffered  feverely  in  confe- 
quence  ;  feveral  officers  were  flam 
or  dangeroufly  wounded.  The 
royalifts  were  beginning  to  give 
way,  when  Charette  hurried  into 
the  hotted  of  the  fire,  and,  by  his 
voice  and  example,  rcflored  the 
failing  fpirits  of  his  foldiers.  The 
combat  was  now  renewed  with 
more  fury  than  ever.  Prat  hav¬ 
ing  fallen,  Mermet,  on  whom  the 
foie  command  devolved,  made  a 
Tally  upon  the  royalifts,  but  after 
having  difplayed  an  admirable  de¬ 
gree  of  intrepidity  and  talent,  he 
was  killed,  and  his  troops  were  dri¬ 
ven  in  dilbrder  to  their  intrench- 
ments.  The  republicans,  neverthe- 
lefs,  ftill  defended  their  works,  and, 
for  a  while,  held  the  royalifts  at 
bay.  At  length,  the  latter  broke  ia 
on  all  fides,  and  a  frightful  carnage 
of  the  enemy  took  place.  A 
number  of  the  fugitives  dire&ed 
their  flight  towards  St.  Chriftophe 
du  Ligneron,  but  did  not  efcape, 
for  they  there  fell  into  an  ambuf- 
cade,  and  the  whole  of  them  were 
put  to  the  fword.  The  vi&ory 

A  J 

was  not  bloodlefs  on  the  part  of 
the  royalifts.  Four  hundred  of 
them  remained  on  the  field,  and 
twice  that  number  were  wounded. 
Few  or  none  of  the  republicans 
were  faved.  'i  he  vigors,  after 
having  removed  their  plunder,  fet 
fire  to  the  camp.  Among  the 
victims  who  perifhed  on  this  oc¬ 
casion  was  one,  whofe  filial  piety 
deferves  to  be  recorded,  and  whofe 
fate  no  one  not  wholly  devoid  of 
humanity  can  fail  to  deplore. 
.This  was  the  fon  of  general  Mer¬ 
met,  a  youth  of  fourteen,  who, 
during  the  battle,  fought  gallant¬ 
ly  by  the  fide  of  his  father,  and, 

when 
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when  his  parent  fell,  perfifted  in  loped  in  the  flames  of  the  burning 
embracing  the  body,  till  both  the  camp, 
living  and  the  dead  were  ertVe- 


CHAP.  III. 


The  republicans  refolve  to  make  peace  with  the  royalifs.  Caufes  of  their 
ref  elution .  Diffentions  among  the  royalifs  favourable  to  the  defigns  of  the 
republicans.  Enmity  of  Charette  towards  Stoflet.  He  complains  of  the 
latter  for  not  attacking  the  republican  pojls.  Ifue  of  paper  money 
by  Stoflet.  Chafette  prevails  on  the  chiefs  of  the  army  of  the  center  to 
join  with  him,  in  a  manifefio  a^ainjl  Stoflet ,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  paper 
money ,  Spirited  reply  of  Stoflet.  Rage  of  Charette .  The  republicans 

iffue  pacific  proclamations.  Thefe  are  follovjed  by  the  publication  of  art 
amnefy ,  and  a  proclamation  flattering  the  royalifs.  Thefe  not  file cee dingy 
the  republicans  refolve  to  make  overtures  to  the  royalif  chiefs.  Charette 
agrees  to  an  armifice .  Stoflet  refufes  to  hear  of  a  treaty .  Animated  prom 

g  tarnation  adareffd  by  him  to  the  republicans.  Armifice  agreed  upon  in. 
Britanny,  by  Cormatin .  Charader  of  perfons  a  Ring  as  agents  for  the 

French  Princes.  Intrigues  of  the  Spanjh  Government.  Plan  of  bringing 

about  a  fimulated  peace ,  between  the  royalifs  and  republicans,  framed  by 
the  agents  of  the  Princes.  Charette  a?id  Cormatin  are  gain'd  over  to  adl 
according  to  their  plans.  Conferences  for  peace  opened  with  Charette  at  let 
Jaunais .  Cormatin  is  difpatched  from  Britanny  to  difuade  the  Poitevins 
from  peace,  but  ads  in  dired  oppoftion  to  his  infractions.  Charette  wifhes 
Stoflet  not  to  be  admitted  to  the  negotiation.  It  is,  however,  determined 
that  Stoflet /hall  be  invited.  Stoflet  declares  openly  that  he  will  not  confent 
to  treat ,  imlefs  the  ref  oration  of  monarchy  be  one  of  the  f filiations.  Difa* 

t  is  fad  ion  excited  among  his  troops  by  the  con  dud  of  Charette ,  Intrigues  of 
Charette,  to f educe  the  c fleers  of  Stoflet.  Departure  of  Stoflet .  Charette 
fgns  the  treaty  of  peace.  Terms  of  the  treaty.  Declaration  of  the  royalif 

chiefs, folemnly  recognizing  the  republic.  Triumphal  entry  of  Charette  into 
Nantz.  He  vifits  the  club  at  N ant  z.  Joy  of  the  Convention  on  the  con - 
clufon  of  the  treaty.  Vigorous  meafures  adopted  by  Stoflet.  The  republic 
can  armies  advance  againfi  Stoflet.  Battles  of  Chalonne  and  Si.  Flo  rent. 
The  Breton  chiefs  declare  their  reflation  to  break  of  the  co?:fercnces  if  an 
armifice  is  not  granted  to  Stoflet.  He  fe?ids  two  deputies  to  be  prefent  at 
the  conferences  in  Britanny.  Arts  employed  by  Cormatin  to  efied  his  pur~ 
pofes.  Conferences  of  la  Prevalaye.  Violent  debates  in  th e  c  .  until  which 
is  finally  to  decide  upon  peace  or  war.  Peace  refolve d  upon.  Perfi Pious 
condud  of  Cormatin.  Terms  of  the  treaty.  Only  a  very  /mail  number  of 
the  chiefs  put  their  names  to  the  treaty.  Stoflet  finding  himfelf  deferred  by 
the  other  royalif  armies,  concludes  a  treaty  with  the  republicans.  He  de¬ 
termines  to  remain  faithful  to  it,  as  long  as  the  republicans  do  the  fame. 
Probable  efieds  of  the  peace. 

[£  2]  NEAjEU.Tr 
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EARLY  two  years  of  a  def- 
perate  and  almoft  incefl’antly 
continued  war,  attended  with  the 
facrifice  of  between  two  and  three 
hundred  thoufand  foidiers,  an,d  fe- 
veral  million.-  of  money,  having 
failed  to  make  any  impreffion  upon 
the-royalifts  of  Poitou,  and  there 
being  now  the  gloomy  and  dis¬ 
heartening  profpeft  of  a  dill  more 
difficult  and  dangerous  additional 
war  in  Briranny,  the  .  rulers  of 
France,  however  painful  fuch  a 
change  might  be  to  their  feeling’s, 
deemed  it  prudent  to  abandon  the 
fyftem  of  coercion,  and  refort  to 
pacific  meafures.  The  tongue  and 
the  pen,  they  hoped,  might  fuc- 
ceed,  where  the  torch  and  the 
bayonet  had  failed.  It  was,  in¬ 
deed,  no  longer  poffible  for  them 
to  fupport  at  once  a  foreign  and 
domeftic  war.  If  they  rafhly 
perfifted  in  attempting  to  reduce 
the  royalifts  by  force,  they  muft 
withdraw  from  the  frontiers  a  part 
of  their  victorious  armies,  and 
thus  not  only  relinquifb  their  con- 
quefts,  but  give  the  coalefced 
powers  another  opportunity  of 
making  the  French  territory  itfelf 
the  fcene  of  hoftilities.  Should 
they  even  fucceed  in  vanquifhing 
their  internal  enemies,  their  tri¬ 
umph  would  be  a  lofing  triumph, 
as  it  would  be  obtained  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  a  large  portion  of  the  re¬ 
sources  of  France,  and  would  put 
into  their  hands  nothing  but  a  de- 
folated  and  depopulated  country. 
Their  fuccefs,  however,  was  any 
thin?  rather  than  certain.  Poi- 
tou  and  Anjou,  though  much  ex- 
haufted*  were  {fill  in  a  condition 
to  maintain  a  long  and  haraffing 
conteff.  But,  as  we  have  already 
feen,  it  was  not  with  the  (Length 


of  thefe  provinces  alone  which 
they  would  have  to  encounter* 
Britanny  was  on  the  eve  of  rifmg 
in, arms.  Formidable  as  were  the 
refources  of  the  Poitevins  and 
Angevins,  thefe  of  the  Bretons 
were  far  more  formidable.  I  his 
new  theatre  of  war,  nearly  two 
hundred  miles  in  length,  and  more 
than  a  hundred  in  breadth,  con¬ 
tained  a  bold  and  hardy  popula¬ 
tion,-  equal  in  numbers  to  that  of 
fome  independent  and  refpeCtable 
(fates,  and  poffeffed  the  great  ad¬ 
vantage  of  being  approachable  by 
the  conventional  armies  only  on  a 
fourth  of  its  frontier,  while  all 
the  remaining  part  of  that  frontier 
was  open  for  the  reception  of  fuc- 
cours.  The  republicans  were 
aware,  too,  that  fuccours  would 
not  be  withheld.  They  had,  by 
fome  means,  procured  information 
of  the  refidence  of  M.  de  Puifaye 
in  London,  and  likewife  that  Eng¬ 
land,  (lowly  wife,  had  at  length 
determined  to  make  a  vigorous 
exertion  in  behalf  of  the  royal 
caufe.  In  lefs  than  ten  days  from 
its  taking  the  field,  the  combined 
royalift  and  Englifh  army  might 
advance  to  within  forty  leagues  of 
Paris.  Thefe  were  the  circum- 
(fances  which  induced  the  rulers  of 
France  to  facrifice  their  pride,  and 
open  a  negotiation  with  the  roy¬ 
alift  party. 

The  moment  of  defeat,  is  not 
generally  the  moment  when  the 
defeated  party  can  hope  to  nego¬ 
tiate,  upon  honourable  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  terms.  In  the  prefent 
cafe,  however,  there  were  fome 
circumftances,  which  rendered  the 
period  not  umpropitious  to  the  re¬ 
publicans,  for  the  accomplilhment 
of  their  purpofes*  The  royalifts, 

it 
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it  is  true,  were  victorious,  affd, 
had  rl  leir  chiefs  been  firmly  united, 
the  wily  arts  of  the  enemy  would 
m  all  probability  have  been  as  in¬ 
effectual  as  his  arms  had  been. 
But,  inftead  of  that  clofe  and 
brotherly  union,  which  was  fo  ne- 
cefiary  to  the  well-being  of  the 
royalift  party,  the  two  great  lea¬ 
ders  of  the  party  in  Poitou  were 
animated  by  a  fpirit  of  envy  and 
difcord,  which  led  each  of  them 
to  regard  the  other  as  a  deadly  foe. 
In  this  unworthy  con  tell  much  the 
heavieft  (hare  of  the  blame  mud 
be  borne  by  Charette.  It  was  by 
his  unjuft  and  immeafurable  ambi¬ 
tion  that  the  friends  of  the  royal 
caufe  were  prevented  from  ading 
in  concert.  Though  Stoffiet  was 
one  of  thole  who,  with  D’Elbee, 
originally  formed  the  daring  plan 
of  roufing  the  Poitevins  to  arms  ; 
though  he  was  now  the  fe- 
nior  officer  of  the  royal  army  ; 
though  he  had  held  the  rank  of 
major-general  of  all  Vendee,  when 
Charette  was  only  at  the  head  of  a 
divifion  ;  though  his  fervices,  and 
the  fuffrages  of  his  countrymen, 
gave  him  an  undeniable  claim  to 
be  the  fuccefifor  of  La  Roche 
Jacquelin  ;  yet,  in  fpite  of  thefe 
numerous  titles  which  Stoffiet  pof- 
felfed  to  the  high  rank  which  he 
held,  Charette  unfatisfied  by  the 
portion  of  authority  which  he  had 
already  himfelf  uiurped,  eagerly 
defired  to  procure  the  fupreme 
command,  and  thought  that  he 
had  gained  nothing,  while  there 
was  any  part  of  Poitou,  which 
was  not  fubjed  to  his  controul. 

That  animofity  againft  Stofftet, 
which  he  had  hitherto  confined  to 
thoughts  and  words,  at  length  ma- 
nifefted  itfelf  in  ads  of  dired  hof- 
tility.  He  who  wifhes  to  coin- 
pence  a  quarrel  is  never  in  want 


of  a  pretext.  As  a  prelude  to 
matters  of  more  importance,  com¬ 
plaints  were  made  by  Charette, 
that  the  general  of  the  army  of 
Anjou  did  not  drive  the  republi¬ 
cans  from  thofe  polls  which  they 
held,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Loire. 
Thefe  complaints  came,  indeed, 
with  a  bad  grace  from  the  perfon 
who  had  withdrawn  his  army  into 
Lower  Poitou,  notw-ithftanding  it 
had  been  fettled  by  the  recent  corn- 
pad,  that  the  armies  fhould  remain 
united,  till  the  complete  expulfion 
of  thofe  polls  to  which  he  now  al¬ 
luded. 

It  was  not  to  be  expeded  that 
the  breach  between  the  two  chiefs 
would  not  daily  grow  wider.  An 
opportunity  was  foon  found  by 
Charette,  to  aim  what  he  hoped  - 
would  be  a  deadly  blow  againft 
the  authority  of  his  rival.  The 
v  extreme  heard ty  of  fpecie,  which 
was  felt  in  the  territory  occupied 
by  the  army  of  Anjou,  had  induced 
Stoffiet  and  his  council  to  fandion 
the  ilfue  of  notes  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufmd 
pounds.  This  new  paper  money, 
which  was  made  payable  on  the 
reftoration  of  peace,  was  deftined 
to  revive  the  internal  commerce, 
liquidate  the  debts  which  had  been 
contraded,  and  provide  pay  for 
the  foldiery,  and  fubfiftence  for  the 
widows,  orphans,  and  wounded. 
.The  circulation  of  thefe  notes  was 
enforced  by  the  threat  of  fines  and 
capital  punifhment,  againft  who¬ 
ever  refilled  to  receive  them. 

Confidefing,  or  affeding  to 
cotifider,  this  meafure  as  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  compad  figned  at  Jal~ 
lais,  Charette  haftened  to  turn  it 
to  his  own  advantage.  He  called 
at  Beaurepaire  a  council  of  the 
chiefs  of  his  army,  and  of  the 
array  of  the  centre,  over  which 

[/)  3]  alio 


54]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796. 


,  atfp  h's  influence  extend- 
^ec<  ed:  The  fit  ft  ftep  was 
t0  fommcn  Stoftlet,  to 
appear  and  juftify  his  conduct. 
Stoftlet,  however,  was  too  wife 
t,0  put  himfelf  in  the  hands  of  an 
enemy,  defirous  of  his  ruin  ;  and 
he,  therefore,  declined  attending, 
Had  he  imprudently  obeyed  the 
jfummons,  there  is  little  doubt  that 
he  would  have  fhared  the  fate  of 
Joly  and  Bernard  de  Marigny. 
As  any  perfonal  cenfure  or  vio¬ 
lence  was  rendered  impoftible, 
Charette  obtained  from  the  council 
a  fort  of  decree,  or  manifefto,  ad- 
dr  e  fled  to  Stoftlet,  and  couched  in 
the  moft  haughty  and  oftenfive 
language.  Among  other  things 
it  charged  the  latter  with  an  in- 
fraflion  of  the  compact  of  Jallais, 
with  defpotic  condubf,  with  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  his  word,  with  a  con¬ 
tempt  of  all  principles  of  honour, 
and  with  having  publicly  declared 
that  he  carried  on  the  war  foiely 
for  his  own  intereft.  It  ordered 
the  paper  money  to  be  fupprefled, 
pronounced  tfte  compact  of  Jallais 
to  be  henceforth  null  and  void, 
and  in  terms  indirebl,  but  eafily 
understood,  Simulated  the  chiefs 
of  the  army  of  Anjou  to  throw 
oft  their  obedience  to  their  leader. 
That  nothing  of  infiilt  might  be 
Wanting  in  this  tranfa&'on,  G'ha- 
retre,  in  pubb  thing  the  manifefto, 
afte&ed  to  conftder  Stoffier  as  a 
mere  private  individual,  and  not 
as^  the  general  of  a  royalilt  army, 
jt  was  addrefled  ie  to  Stoffiet’’ 
atone,  without  taking  ahy  notice 
of  the  rank  which  he  held. 

'I  his  infolent  and  impolitic  pro¬ 
ceeding,  was  refentcd  by  Stoftlet, 
with  a  proper  degree  of  dignity. 
In  his  name,  and  by  his  orders, 
Bernier  drew  up  an  anfwer,  which 


was  as  remarkable  for  eloquence 
and  fpirit,  as  the  manifefto  was 
for  rudeEefs  and  arrogance.  Nor 
was  it  lefs  fatisfa&oj-y  than  elo¬ 
quent.  It  vindicated  Stoftlet  in 
the  fulleft  manner,  from  al!  the  ca¬ 
lumnies  which  had  been  thrown 
out  againft  him.  Of  thefe  calum. 
nies,  the  bafeft  was  that  which  at¬ 
tributed  to  him  the  confeflion  that 
he  carried  on  the  war  merely 
from  felfifh  motives.  u  Such  an 
avowal/5  replied  he,  ‘‘  never 
came  from  my  lips ;  the  feeling 
which  could  prompt  it,  never  ex- 
ifted  in  my  heart  ;  that  heart  is 
not  degraded  by  grovelling  ideas 
of  intereft.  I  have  no  treafure, 
nor  property,  but  my  blood  and 
my  life,  and,  next  to  my  God, 
thofe  belong  to  my  King.55  With 
refpebf  to  the  paper  money,  he 
proved  that  its  iffue  had  been  fanc- 
ticned,  and  even  folicited,  by 
thofe  very  chiefs  of  the  army  of 
the  centre  who  made  it  a  fubjeift: 
of  complaint.  The  letter  clofed 
with  a  friendly  exhortation  to  S. 
ftribt  union,  and  with  a  promife  to 
fly  to  the  fuccour  of  his  mifmd  ac- 
cufers,  whenever  they  fhould  call 
upon  him  to  do  fo  ;  but  at  the 
fame  time,  it  ftated  his  firm  refo- 
lution  to  retain  that  rank  which 
had  been  granted  to  him  by  the 
eonfideiye  and  afteftion  of  his  fel¬ 
low  foldiers.  With  the  letter 
was  tranfmitted  a  refolution  of  the 
military  council  of  the  army  of 
Anjou,  which  bore  ftrong  teftimo- 
ny  to  the  merits  of  the  general, 
anci  threatened  with  punifhment 
thofe  perfons,  who  attempted  to 
difturb  the  harmony  and  good  or¬ 
der  exifting  in  the  territory  over 
which  he  commanded. 

Whatever  effect  this  reply  might 
have  ppon  the  minds  of  the  other 

chiefs. 
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chiefs,  it  only  ferved  to  irritate 
ftill  more  the  paflions  of  Charette. 
He  propofed  the  condemnation  of 
Stofflet,  but  he  was  unable  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  a  (Tent  of  his  colleagues. 
He  even  carried  his  blind  hatred 
to  fuch  a  length,  as  to  determine 
upon  marching  againft  him,  and 
trying  to  reduce  him  by  force  of 
arms ;  and  this  infane  purpofe  he 
would  have  carried  into  effeCi,  had 
he  not  met  with  a  vigorous  oppofi- 
tion  from  many  of  the  royaiift 
leaders. 

In  this  ftate  were  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  royalifts,  at  the  pe¬ 
riod  when  their  enemies  began  to 
think  of  accomplishing  by  peace, 
that  which  they  found  themfelves 
incapable  of  accornplifhing  by  war. 
The  firft  ftep  of  the  republicans 
was  to  publifh  proclamations,  an¬ 
nouncing  that  the  Poitevins  might 
get  in  the  harveft  without  fear  of 
moleftation.  Thefe  were  followed 
by  other  proclamations,  again  offer¬ 
ing  pardon  and  reward  to  fuch  of 
the  royalifts  as  would  betray  their 
leaders.  Neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  were  produ&ive  of  any  be¬ 
neficial  effeift. 

Finding  that  thefe  meafures  were 
of  no  utility,  the  committee  of 
public  fafety  refolved  to  make  a 
ftill  further  advance  towards  a 
peace  with  the  royalifts.  Accord¬ 
ingly  it  obtained  from  the  conven- 
-p.  tion,  a  decree,  offering  an 
ec*  2*  amnefty  to  all,  without  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  chiefs,  who  fhould 
lay  down  their  arms  within  the 
fpace  of  a  month.  Several  depu¬ 
ties  were  alfo  difpatched,  to  carry 
this  decree  into  execution.  At  the 
fame  time  a  proclamation  was  if- 
fued,  to  induce  the  royalifts  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  offers  which  were  made 


them.  It  was  compofed  in  that 
flowery  and  hyperbolical  ftyle, 
which  characterizes  and  difgraces 
fo  many  of  the  French  official  do¬ 
cuments.  In  fpite  of  an  affectation 
of  dignity  and  authority,  the  fears 
of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  penned 
were  fufficiently  apparent.  It 
talked  of  the  valour  of  the  u  mif- 
led  children”  of  the  country,  and 
promifed  thofe  children  an  affec¬ 
tionate  reception,  in  return  for  their 
fViendfhip.  England,  now  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  dread  to  the  authors  of  the 
proclamation,  was  pointed  out  to 
the  royalifts  as  the  proper  objed  of 
their  hatred;  and  they  were  called 
upon,  in  conjunction  with  the  re¬ 
publicans,  tf  to  carry  a  war  of  ex~ 
“  termina.tion,  with  all  its  fcour- 
“  ges,  from  the  banks  of  the  Loire, 
“  to  the  banks  of  the  Thames.” 

The  limited  time  being  nearly 
expired,  and  neither  the  amnefty 
nor  the  proclamation  having  in- 
'duced  the  royalifts  to  manifeft  any 
defign  of  carrying  the  fcourges  of 
war  to  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
or  even  of  difcontiriuing  hoftilities 
againft  the  republicans,  the  rulers 
of  France  found  themfelves  reduced 
to  the  neceffity  of  either  continu¬ 
ing  the  conteft,  or  Hooping  to 
make  a  direCt  application  for 
peace  to  the  royalifts  chiefs :  they 
chofe  the  latter  part  of  the  alter¬ 
native.  Towards  the  end  of  De¬ 
cember,  they  difpatched  an  emif- 
fary,  to  propofe  an  armiftice,  and 
pave  the  way  for  a  treaty  with 
Charette.  They  were  not  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  diflentions  between  this 
chief  and  Stofflet,  and  from  thefe  dif« 
fentions  they  not  unreafonably  ex¬ 
pected  to  derive  fome  advantage. 
Charette  confented to  an  armiftice, 
and,  in  concert  with  the  chiefs  of 
[©  4]  the 
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-  ^  the  army  of  the  centre, 
Jan*  difpatched,  towards  the 
1795*  middle  of  January,  Bejari 
and  Debruc  to  Nantz,  to  receive 
the  propofitions  of  the  republican 
deputies. 

in  their  attempt  to  conciliate 
Stoffiet  the  deputies  were  unfuc- 
cefsful.  He  rejected  their  offers 
with  difdain,  and  replied  that  he 
would  hold  no  parley  but  from  the 
mouths  of  his  cannon.  This  ftep 
was  followed  by  the  i  fitting  of  an 
animated  proclamation,  add  relied 
to  the  republicans,  in  the  name  of 
his  council,  calling  upon  them  to 
Seltify  the  fincerity  of  their  wifhes 
for  peace,  by  “  reftoring  to  the 
<i  heir  of  the  murdered  Lewis  his 
i(  crown  and  fceptre,  to  religion 
its  folemnities  and  its  minifters, 
sc  to  the  nobility  their  property 
e(  and  rank,  and  to  the  whole 
kingdom,  its  ancient  and  re- 
i(  fpeCtableconftitution,  freed  from 
i(  thofe  abufes  which  had  crept  into 
“  it  in  troubled  and  unfortunate 
t(  times. ’’  No  reconciliation,  mud, 
it  declared,  be  hoped  for  by  their 
enemies,  unlefs  thefe  indifpenfable 
conditions  were  prcvioufly  per¬ 
formed. 

In  Britanny  alfo,  now  the  chief 
fource  of  their  unealinefs,  the  repub¬ 
licans  difplayed  the  utmoft  anxiety 
to  bring  about  a  treaty.  The  com¬ 
mand  in  this  province  had  for  the 
lad  two  months  been  held  by  ge¬ 
neral  Hoche.  Deceived  by  the 
feeming  inadlivity  which  the  poli¬ 
cy  of  M.  de  Puifaye  had  prefcrihed 
to  the  Chouans,  the  general  at  dr  ft 
confidered  their  ftrength  as  con¬ 
temptible,  and  fpoke  of  them  in  a 
tone  of  derifion  5  but  he  was  not 
long  before  he  difcovered  his  error, 
did.  jultice  to  £de  wifdom  of  the 


plan  on  which  they  a  died,  and 
was  convinced  that  they  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  the  mod  formida¬ 
ble  enemies  of  his  party.  He  was, 
in  cpnfequence,  fincerely  defirous 
to  prevent  a  war  from  breaking  out 
in  this  quarter.  General  Humbert 
was  accordingly  ordered  by  him  to 
procure  an  interview  with  the  Che¬ 
valier  Boifhardy,  who,  next  to  the 
Count  de  Puifaye,  was  the  belt 
known  of  the  royalift  leaders. 
This  interview  led  to  a  conferenceat 
Montcontour  with  Cormatin  him, 
felf,  the  refu-lt  of  which  was  an 
agreement  for  an  armiftice,  which 
either  fide  was  at  liberty  to  termi¬ 
nate,  upon  giving  eight  days  no¬ 
tice. 

To  render  comprehenfible  the 
fuhfequent  conduct  of  dome  of  the 
royalift  chiefs,  it  will,  before  we 
proceed  further,  be  necefiary  to 
bring  the  reader  acquainted  with 
certain  perfons,  who,  unfortunately 
for  the  French  monarch,  and  the 
welfare  not  only  of  Fiance,  hut  of 
Europe,  now  began  to  bear  too  pro¬ 
minent  a  part  in  the  tranfiidfions 
of  the  royalifts.  The/e  were  men, 
ftvling  themfelves  agents  of  the 
French  princes;  and  having,  in 
reality,  obtained  powers  to  adt  in 
that  character.  For  the  powers 
granted  to  them  they  were  indebt¬ 
ed  to  the  weaknefs,  and  want  ©f 
difeernment,  of  the  counfellors  and 
confidental  friends  of  the  princes. 
ri  hefe  agents  pofiefled  none  of  thofe 
eminent  qualities,  which  are  indif- 
penfably  requifile  in  men  intruded 
with  the  difficult  million  of  fub- 
verting,  one  form  of  government, 
and  eftabiifh-ing  another  in  its 
place.  'I  heirs  was  none  of  that 
weli-difciplined  judgment,  which, 
undazzled  by  appearances,  looks  at 
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a  glance  beyond  the  fur  face  of 
things ;  none  of  that  far-feeing  and 
enlightened  policy,  which  com¬ 
bines  and  arranges  a  variety  of 
parts  into  one  harmonious  *’hole, 
and  provides,  as  far  as  human  wif- 
doin  can  provide,  againft  future 
contingencies  and  diffifters ;  none 
of  that  dignity  .and  noble  franknefs, 
which  gain  partifans,  by  infpiring 
confidence,  and  compel  even  an 
enemy  to  pay  the  tribute  of  re- 
fped  and  applaufe.  InAead  of 
thefe,  they  brought  to  their  talk,  a 
boundlefs  vanity,  which  while  it 
led  them  to  think  themfelves  capa¬ 
ble  of  performing  miracles,  made 
them  the  dupes  of  their  'watchful 
enemies  ;  a  vulgar  cunning  ;  a  love 
of  defpicable  intrigues;  and  a  habit 
of  attaching  importance  to  thole 
miferable  trifles,  and  petty  means, 
in  which  little  minds  delight,  and 
which  great  minds  defpife.  They 
had  always  in  their  pockets  plmns 

of  counter-revolutions,  which  were 
•  •  *  « 
to  be  carried  into  effed  by  armies 

hidden  in  the  cellars  and  garrets  of 

the  metropolis.  It  was  quite  ua. 

rural  that  fuch  beings  fhould  wifli 

to  bring  all  the  royalifl  leaders  to 

ad  under  their  authority,  and  that 

they  fhould  cherifh  a  rooted  hatred 

of  thofe  who,  with  fentiments  and 

feelings  more  elevated  than  theirs, 

refufed  to  fubmit  to  their  controul. 

The  Spanifh  government  is 
ftronglv  fufpedted  of  having,  at 
this  period,  been  engaged  in  car¬ 
rying  on  a  fort  of  negociation, 
with  fome  leading  members  of  the 
convention  ;  the  obied  of  which 
negociation  was  to  pave  the  way 
for  introducing  to  the  throne  of 
France,  or  at  lead  to  the  regency, 
the  defendants  of  Philip  the  filth, 
in  prejudice  to  the  rightful  claim¬ 
ants .  A  Spanifh  comipiflioner  at  Pa¬ 


ris,  nominally  for  the  exchange  of 
prifoners,  was  the  channel  through 
which  the  bufmefs  was  eonduded. 
To  conceal  this  intrigue,  the  Spa¬ 
nifh  court,  at  the  fame  time,  pro- 
felled  the  moll;  difinterefted  friend- 
fhip  for  the  exiled  Bourbons,  and 
the  greateil  deflre  of  refloring  Lewis 
the  feventeenih  to  the  throne;  and  its 
commiffioner  was  inflruded  to  hold 
out  an  offer  of  liberal  affiftance  to  the 
royalifl  party.  The  agents  of  the 
princes  were  in.clofe  correfpond- 
ence  with  this  commiffioner,  who, 
in  furtherance  of  his  real  objed,  is 
faid  to  have  betrayed  their  fecrets 
to  his  conventional  friends,  of 
whom  he,  in  his  turn,  was  molt 
probably  the  dupe. 

It  was  finally  arranged,  between 
the  agents  and  the  commiffioner, 
that  the  royalifl  chiefs  fhould  be 
induced  to  conclude  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  the  republicans,  in 
order  to  gain  time  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  ihofe  underhand  ma¬ 
noeuvres,  of  the  effed  of  which  the 
agents  had  fo  lofty  an  idea,  and  of 
which  they  believed  themfelves  to 
be  perfed  mailers.  This  treaty, 
the  authors  of  the  plan  had  no 
doubt  they  could  eafily  find  a  pre¬ 
text  for  breaking,  whenever  a  con¬ 
venient  moment  arrived. 

The  royalifl  chiefs  had  been  hi¬ 
therto  preferved  from  the  peflilen- 
tial  influence  of  thefe  intriguers. 
Entertaining  a  moil  prudent  regard 
for  their  own  fafety,  the  agents,  of 
the  princes  had  rigidly  abftained 
from  entering  Britanny  and  Poitou, 
while  there  was  a  fhadow  of  dan¬ 
ger  to  encounter.  The  din  of  war¬ 
fare  had  no  charms  for  them.  As 
foon,  however,  as  the  ceffation  of 
hoftiiities  opened  a  fate  road,  they 
haftened  to  exercife  their  talents 
on  this  new  feene,  and  mould  the 

royalifl 
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royalift  leaders  and  resources  to 
their  own  purpofes.  Rennes  and 
Nantz  became  the  centre  of  their 
operations. 

Their  fuccefs  was,  perhaps, 
equal  to  their  mod  fanguire  hopes. 
The  credentials  which  they  had 
received  from  the  French  princes 
fufliced  to  introduce  them  to  the 
royalift  chiefs,  and  their  arts  and 
promifes  completed  the  red.  It 
appears  certain  that  Charette  gave 
a  ready  aflent  to  their  plan  of  con¬ 
cluding  a  treacherous  peace,  and 
that  the  long-coveted  dignity  of 
generaliflimo  of  the  rovalifts,  was 
held  out  to  him  by  the  agents,  as 
the  reward  of  his  obedience.  With 
equal  facility  they  won  over  Cor- 
inatin  to  fecond  their  fchemes,  and 
z€t  under  their  orders.  The  lure 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  of  the 
fame  kind  with  that  by  which 
Charette  was  feduced.  It  was  the 
profpeft  of  obtaining  the  chief 
command  in  Britanny.  Hitherto 
Cormatin  had  folicited,  in  the  mod 
preding  manner,  the  Count  to  re¬ 
turn  immediately  from  England, 
and  had  breathed  only  war ;  but 
he  now  changed  his  tone,  drove 
by  every  means  to  prorraii  the  ab- 
fence  of  M.  de  Puifaye,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  conclude  a  treaty  with 
the  republican  deputies. 

The  cadle  of  la  jaunais,  a  league 
from  Nantz,  was  the  place  chofeo 
tor  the  meeting  of  the  republican 
deputies  and  the  Poitevin  chiefs. 
The  conferences  were  opened  on 
-die  fifteenth  of  February.  In 
the  councils  which,  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  were  held  by  the  royalift  lea¬ 
ders,  a  wide  difference  of  opinion, 
and  much  ill  blood  was  manifeded. 
Many  of  the  mod  gallant  of  the 
chiefs  were  indignant  at  the  idea 
of  negociating,  and  ftil.1  more  at 


the  idea  of  formally  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  republican  government.' 
Charette  and  his  partifans,  on  the 
contrary  were  loud  and  imperious 
in  their  cries  for  peace.  The 
louded  and  mod  a&ive  was  Cor¬ 
matin,  who  had  been  exprefsly  fent 
by  the  Breton  chiefs  to  difluade  the 
Poitevins  from  a  treaty,  and  to 
declare  that,  even  fhould  Poitou 
fubmit,  Britanny  would  dill  per- 
fid  in  fupporting  by  arms  the 
catife  of  its  Sovereign. 

It  was  not  th«  wifh,  nor,  in  his 
view  of  things,  the  intered  of 
Charette,  that  his  rival  fhould  be 
admitted  as  a  party  in  the  nego- 
ciation.  He  was  rather  dedrous 
that  Stofflet  fhould  be  reduced  by 
the  republicans,  in  which  cafe  he 
flattered  himfelf,  that  all  authority 
in  Poitou  would  ultimately  centar 
in  himfelf.  Accordingly,  when 
it  was  propofed,  in  a  council  of  the 
royalift  chiefs,  that  Stofflet  and 
his  officers  fhould  be  invited  to 
take  a  fhare  in  the  conferences,  the 
partifans  of  Charette  fucceeded  in 
procuring  the  proportion  to  be 
carried  in  the  negative.  The 
quedion,  however,  being  again  put 
in  a  fecond  council,  and  fome  of 
the  chiefs  having  had  leifure  to 
reflect  upon  the  difgrace  of  betray¬ 
ing  their  friends,  it  was  refolved 
chat  Stofflet  fhould  be  requefled  to 
join  the  chiefs  aflembled  .at  la 
jaunais,  and  conduit  the  negOcia- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  army  of 
Anjou.  This  invitation  was  ac¬ 
cepted  by  Stofflet,  who  imme¬ 
diately  fet  out  for  la  Jaunais,  with 
a  fbfflcient  number  of  friends  to 
protect  him  fiom  any  meditated 
treachery. 

Stofflet  had  no  fooner  arrived  at 
la  jaunais,  than  he  frankly  declared 
that  he  would  confent  to  no  treaty 
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©f  peace,  the  firft  article  of  which 
did  not  ftipulate  the  reftoration  of 
the  monarch.'  This  brave  and 
loyal  declaration  immediately 
drew  over  to  his  fide  a  number  of 
royalill  officers,  who  were  indig¬ 
nant  and  difgufted,  that  Charette 
and  his  friends  had  feduloufiy  avoid¬ 
ed  bringing  forward  any  ftipulation 
in  behalf  of  royalty.  It  was  in 
vain  that  thefe  officers  had  urged, 
that  common  decency  required  that 
thofe  who  had  fought  for  the 
throne  fhould  make  at  lead  a  de¬ 
mand  of  its  re-eftablilhment,  even 
though  they  had  the  certainty 
that  their  demand  would  not  be 
granted.  Their  remonftrances  had 
been  difregarded,  and  themfelves 
treated  with  infult. 

The  ftrange  conduct  of  Charette 
nearly  proved  fatal  to  him. 
Some  of  his  officers  having  refolved 
to  put  him  to  death,  as  a  traitor, 
he  narrowly  efcaped  from  becom¬ 
ing  their  vidtim  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
general  fermentation  that  he  was 
compelled  to  hurry  back  to  his 
head  quarters,  to  pacify  his  troops, 
who  were  on  the  point  of  refufing 
to  acknowledge  him  any  longer  as 
their  leader. 

While,  by  his  crooked  policy,  he 
was  alienating  from  him  the  really 
valuable  members  of  the  royalill 
party,  he  did  not  negledt  the  means 
of  deducing  to  his  faction  fuch  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  army  of  Anjou, 
as  were  capable  of  being  influenced 
by  defpicable  motives.  His  promi- 
fes,  and  the  gold  of  the  republicans, 
which  was  lavished  without  Hint, 
prevailed  upon  Trotouin,  Julien 
Pronhomme,  Renou,  and  fome 
other  officers  belonging  to  Stofflet, 
to  abandon  their  general,  and  ac¬ 
cede  to  the  treaty. 

Charette  was  not  long  embar- 


raffied  by  the  prefence  of  his  rival 
From  the  fervency  with  which 
Cormatin  pufhed  forward  the  con- 
clulion  of  peace,  Stofflet  had  been 
led  to  believe  that  the  Bretons  had 
refolved  not  to  enter  upon  a  war. 
He  was  now  undeceived  by  M, 
Solihac,  who  had  been  chofen  by 
the  central  council  of  the  Breton* 
to  accompany  Cormatin  to  Nantz. 
It  was  with  equal  joy  and  furprife 
that  he  learned  the  real  tenor  of  the 
orders  which  had  been  si  Fen  to 
Cormatin,  and  which  had  been  fo 
fhamefuliy  difobeyed.  All  his 
council  participated  in  his  fatisfac- 
tion  and  wonder.  The  call  was 
univerfal  for  an  inftant  rupture  of 
the  negociation.  Stofflet, according¬ 
ly  difpatched  Berard  to  Nantz,  to 
inform  the  deputies  of  the  enemy, 
that  they  mult  ceafe  to  infill  upon 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  republic 
by  the  troops  under  his  command. 
Well  knowing  what  their  ^nfwer 
would  be,  he  made  preparation  for 
his  immediate  departure  from  la 
Jaunais.  As  foon  as  Berard  rer 
turned  from  Nantz,  Stofflet  fprung 
on  horfeback,  called  his  friends 
around  him,  and  waving  his  hat 
over  his  head,  and  exclaiming, 
“  The  King  for  ever;”  galloped 
from  the  caftle  amidft  the  cheering 
plaudits  and  acclamations  of  a  croud 
of  royalills,  belonging  to  the  armies 
of  the  center  and  of  lower  Poitou. 

Every  check  upon  him  being 
now  removed,  by  the  abfence  of 
thofe  who  difapproved  his  prefent 
meafures,  Charette  did  not  delay 
to  bring  his  negociation  to  r>  t 
a  clofe.  In  conjunction  e 
with  the  chiefs  of  the  army  1  7* 
of  the  center,  he  ligned  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  republicans. 
Corraatin  alfo,  affixed  his  ligna 
ture,  but  with  the  condition  that 
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as  far  as  regarded  Britanny  the 
treaty  fhould  be  fubjeft  to  the  rati¬ 
fication  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Breton 
army. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this 
treaty  was  ever  drawn  up  in  a  re¬ 
gular  form.  The  conditions  of  it 
were  fcattered  through  feveral  de¬ 
clarations,  figned  and  published  by 
the  conventional  deputies.  Con- 
fidered  merely  in  an  abftraft 
point, of  view,  in  which,  however, 
it  is  manifeft  that  they  ought  not 
to  be  considered,  the  terms  were 
flattering. and  beneficial  to  the  na- 
tives  of  Poitou.  The  free  exercife 
of  religion  was  allowed  ;  all  fe- 
queftrated  property  was  reftored, 
even  to  thofe  Poitevins  who  were 
infcribed  on  the  lift  of  emigrants ; 
theyoung  men  of  Poitou  were  ex¬ 
empted  from  being  compelled  to 
ferve  in  the  conventional  armies  ; 
all  taxes  were,  for  the  prefent,  fup- 
preffed  ;  ample  fuccours  were  pro- 
mifed,  from  the  national  treafury, 
to  rebuild  the  houfes,  re-ftock  the 
farms,  and  repair,  as  far  as  poffible, 
all  the  Ioffes  fuftained  by  the  roy- 
alifts;  two  millions  oflivres  in  fpe- 
cie  were  to  be  paid  to  Charetfe 
and  his  colleagues  to  liquidate  the 
expences  incurred  during  the  war  ; 
and  a  body  of  two  thoufand  men, 
kept  up  at  the  expence  of  the  re¬ 
publican  government,  raifed  from 
the  Poitevin  forces,  and  bearing 
the  name  of  territorial  guards, 
was  to  be  under  the  command  of 
Charette,  and  his  fubordinate  offi¬ 
cers. 

1 1  has  been  afferted  that,  by  fome 
fecret  articles,  the  reftoration  of 
the  monarch  was  ftipulated.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  the  flighted: 
ground  for  this  affertion.  It  is 
true,  that  the  conventional  depu¬ 
ties  promifed  the  eftablifnment  of 


a  folid  government,  and  it  is  no& 
unlikely,  that,  to  -further  their 
purpofes,  they  made  life  of  an  am¬ 
biguous  language,  capable  of  being 
conftrued  in  whatever  manner  was 
molt  .pleating  to  their  hearers. 
Further  than  this  it  is  not  proba¬ 
ble  that  they  would  venture  to  go, 
and  this  would  be  amply  fufficient 
to  delude  men  who  were  willing  to 
be  deluded. 

The  declaration  of  the  royalift 
chiefs,  announcing  their  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  treaty,  bears  evident 
marks  of  having  been  compofed 
by  the  republican  deputies,  and  the 
ft  l  ength  of  its  expreffions  may 
juftify  us  in  believing  that  its 
framers  faw  through  the  motives 
which  induced  the  royalift  chiefs 
to  confent  to  a  peace,  and  were  anx¬ 
ious  to  bind  them  down  by  words 
fo  forcible  and  unequivocal,  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  evafion,  and  to 
make  any  breach  of  the  treaty,  not 
only  a  breach  of  faith,  but  an  aft  of 
rebellion.  “We  declare  foLemnly  to 
s‘  the  national  convention,  and  to 
C(  all  France/’  fay  the  figners  of  the 
declaration,  (e-  that  we  fubmit  to 
i(  the  French  republic,  one  and  in- 
“  divifible,  that  we  acknowledge 
“  its  laws,,  and  that  we  enter  into 
“  a  formal  engagement  not  to  vio- 
cc  late  them.”  As  if  this  were  not 
binding  enough,  they  add,  after  a 
promife  to  give  up  their  cannon 
and  artillery  horfes,  “  we  folemn- 
ly  engage  never  to  bear  arms 
againft  the  republic.” 

Nine  days  after  the  conclufion 
of  the  treaty,  Charette,  dreffied  in 
a  blue  uniform,  adorned  with  a 
white  fcarfand  plume,  and  mounted 
on  a  charger,  made  his  triumphal 
entry  into  Nantz,  amidft  the 
thunder  of  artillery,  the  found  of 
martial  mulic,  and  the  fhouts  of  an 
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innumerable  multitude.  He  was 
followed  by  four  of  his  principal 
chiefs.  After  thefe  came  a  groupe 
of  republican  officers,  and  this 
groupe  was  fucceeded  by  the  ftaff 
officers  of  Charette’s  army.  The 
ftaff  of  the  republican  army  inarch¬ 
ed  next,  and  this  heterogeneous 
cavalcade  was  clofed  by  a  train  of 
royalift  cavalry,  wearing  the  white 
cockade,  national  guards,  wearing 
the  three-coloured  cockade, and  two 
carriages  decorated  with  the  bon¬ 
net  of  liberty,  and  containing  the 
conventional  deputies  by  whom  the 
pacification  had  been  accoroplifh- 
ed.  The  proceffion  moved  llowly 
through  all  the  principal  parts  of 
the  city,  and  finally  flopped  at  the 
manuon  of  the  deputies,  where  a 
fplendid  repaft  was  prepared.  Not- 
withftanding  the  brilliancy  of  his 
reception,  Charette  was  evidently 
ill  at  eafe.  Though  he  drove  to 
difguife  his  feelings,  his  counte¬ 
nance  was  often  ftrongly  expreffive 
of  fadnefs  and  regret.  Itfeemed  as 
if  his  mind  was  haraffed  by  the 
confcioufnefs  of  wrong,  and  by 
gloomy  and  prophetic  forebodings, 
that  his  apparent  triumph  was  but 
a  prelude  to  ruin  and  death. 

Thofe  who  have  once  begun  to 
trend  the  downward  path  of  infin- 
ce  **  y  and  deception,  feldom  have 
it  in  their  power  to  avoid  going 
further  than  they  originally  in¬ 
tended.  Defirous-  of  obtaining 
every  poffible  proof  of  his  fubmif- 
fion,  the  conventional  deputies  fo- 
licited  Charette  to  pay  a  vifit  to 
the  popular  fociety  of  Nantz. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  a 
compliance  with  their  wifh  muft 
have  been  a  painful  facrifice  for 
him  to  make.  He  neverthelefs 
granted  their  requeft.  The  demo¬ 
crats  of  the  city  faw  with  furprife 
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Charette  defcanting  in  the  midft 
of  them  upon  the  neceffi  ty  of  union, 
concord,  and  an  interchange  of 
fervices,  between  the  citizens  of 
Nantz  and  their  neighbours  of 
Poitou,  A  blended  feeling  of 
fhame  and  indignation  muft  doubt- 
kfs  have  arifen  in  his  mind,  if, 
while,  he  thus  addreffed  them,  he 
remembered  how  often  they  had 
branded  him  with  the  opprobrious 
names  of  villain  and  robber,  and 
with  curfes  and  vociferations 
poured  forth  their  favage  prayers 
for  the  daughter  of  himfeif,  and 
thofe  whom  he  commanded. 

The  happy  clofe  of  the  negocia- 
tion  with  Charette  was  announced 
to  the  convention,  on, the  thirteenth 
of  March,  by  Delaunay  d’  Angers, 
one  of  the  negociators,  and  the 
news  was  received  with  an  enthu- 
ftaftic  joy,  which  plainly  (hewed 
how  deeply  interefted  that  body 
felt  itfelf  in  theconclufion  of  peace. 
The  light  of  the  royalift  banners, 
which  had  been  given  up  by  Cha¬ 
rette.  raifed  the  joy  of  the  con¬ 
vention  aim, oft  to  frenzy.  Nor  in 
this  is  there  any  caufe  for  wonder. 
The  republican  legiflators  had,  in¬ 
deed,  had  fmall  reafon  to  hope, 
that  they  would  ever  fee  laid  at 
their  feet  thofe  banners  under 
which  the  royalifts  had  fo  often 
been  led  to  honour  and  to  victory. 

Stoffiet  yet  remained  unconquer¬ 
ed  and  unfeduced.  Confiding  in 
the  co-operation  of  the  Bretons,  he 
refolved  to  profecute  the  war  with 
theutmoft  vigour,  and  to  take  an 
exemplary  vengeance  on  thofe 
chiefs,  who,  as  the  motives  of  their 
condutft  were  not  known,  were  not 
unreafonably  confvdered  as  havjng 
bafely  deferred  the  royal  caufe.  A 
council,  confiding  of  fifty-four 
chiefs,  which  was  held  at  Jallafs, 
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doomed  Charette,  Sapinaud,  Cor- 
marin,  Julien  Prodhomme,  and 
others,  to  death,  as  traitors  to  their 
fovereign.  Charette  and  Corma- 
tin,  however,  were  not  acceflible, 
and  Sapinaud  had  the  good  fortune 
to  efcape  from  the  troops  fent  to 
feize  him  ;  but  Prodhomme  was 
taken,  and  fuffered  the  fentence 
which  had  been  paffed  by  the  coun¬ 
cil.  The  afiembled  chiefs  alfo 
addrefled  to  the  Poitevins  and  An- 
gevins  a  fpiritcd  proclamation, 
calling  on  them  to  perfevere  in 
their  glorious  efforts,  and  threaten¬ 
ing  with  punifhment  whoever 
Ihotild,  in  any  manner,  be  inftru- 
mental  in  forwarding  the  republi¬ 
can  projects. 

The  republicans,  on  their  fide, 
having  increafed  their  forces  and 
their  hopes,  and  diminifhed  thofe 
of  their  antagonifls,  refolved  to 
pufh  forward  thewaragainft  Stof¬ 
flet.  Their  defigns  were  feconded 
by  the  difhono^urable  conduct  of 
Charette,  who  facilitated  their 
march  through  the  territory  which 
he  governed,  and  thus  enabled 
them  to  envelope  on  all  Tides  the 
gallant  army  of  Anjou. 

From  all  parts  the  republican 
columns  were  put  in  motion,  to 
penetrate  into  Anjou.  Stofflet,  ne- 
verthelefs,  continued  to  make  head 
againfl  his  enemies  with  undimi- 
nifhed  courage.  On  neither  fide 
was  any  decifive  advantage  ob¬ 
tained.  A  viftory  won  at  Gha- 
lonne  by  Stofflet,  was  counter¬ 
balanced  by  a  defeat  which  he  met 
with  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Florent. 
The  fuperior  numbers  of  the  re¬ 
publicans  would,  perhaps,  ulti¬ 
mately  have  triumphed,  had  not  a 
flop  been  put  to  their  progrefs  by 
the  vigorous  intervention  of  the 
Breton  chiefs,  who,  having  learned 


the  fituation  of  the  army  of  Anjou, 
threatened  to  break  off  their  con¬ 
ferences  with  the  republicans,  if 
the  troops  fent  againfl:  Stofflet  were 
not  withdrawn,  and  an  armiflice 
granted  to  that  general.  This 
meafure  produced  its  intended  ef¬ 
fect.  Hoflilities  were  fufpended, 
and  the  royalift  leader  was  invited 
to  fend  deputies  to  negociate  in 
concert  with  the  Breton  chiefs. 
As  his  envoys  Stofflet  chofe  M. 
Palierne,  and  M.  de  Beauvais,  both 
highly  diftinguifhed  for  their  loy¬ 
alty  and  courage. 

Cormarin,  on  his  return  to  Bri* 
tanny,  had  fpared  no  exertions, 
and  neglected  no  arts,  to  induce 
the  Breton  chiefs  to  lend  them- 
felves  to  the  furtherance  of  his  de¬ 
figns.  Though  he  had,  in  reality, 
thrown  off  the  authority  of  M.  de 
Puifaye,  he  was  well  aware  that  it 
was  only  under  his  authority  that 
he  could  exercife  any  influence  in 
Britanny  ;  and  he,  therefore,  either, 
himfelf  forged,  or  obtained  from 
the  agents  of  the  princes,  forged 
powers  in  the  name  of  the  count. 
By  his  intrigues  he  drew  over  to  his 
opinion,  with  refpeft  to  the  policy 
of  a  feigned  peace,  a  confiderable 
number  of  his  companions.  Others, 
who  detefted  the  very  idea  of  peace 
with  the  republicans,  were  not 
averfe  from  a  continuance  of  the 
truce  for  the  prefenr,  as  by  means 
of  it  they  hoped  to  gain  time  for 
the  arrival  of  their  general  and  the 
fuccours  from  England. 

More  than  fix  weeks  had  elapfed 
flnce  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty 
of  la  Jaunais,  and  the  Chouans  had 
not  yet  given  any  figns  of  their 
readinefs  to  accede  to  its  condi¬ 
tions.  The  republicans  mean  while, 
were  urgent  for  bringing  matters 
to  a  conclufloq.  They  carefully 
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Shunned,  however,  taking  any  ftep 
which  could  give  offence  to  ihe 
Ghouans,  and,  in  more  than  one  in. 
fiance,  fubmitted  to  the  moil  humi¬ 
liating  conceffions,  that  they  might 
avoid  a  rupture.  Hoche  himfelf, 
little  fubjeCt  as  he  was  to  feel 
alarm,  anxioufly  defired  to  fee  the 
pacification  concluded,  and  did  not 
diflemble  to  the  committee  of  pub¬ 
lic  fafety,  the  dangers  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended  from  a  war  with  the 
Bretons. 

The  conferences  were  at  length 
opened,  at  the  Chouan  camp  of  la 
Prevalaye,  near  Rennes.  A  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty- five  Chouan  offi¬ 
cers  attended.  When  the  terms 
were  in  part  fettled,  the  republican 
deputies  propofed  that  the  lignature 
of  the  treaty  Should  take  place  at 
la  Mabilais,  between  la  Preve- 
laye  arid  Rennes.  This  place  was 
chofen  by  them  as  being  what 
they  thought  proper  to  confider  as 
neutral  ground. 

The  council,  in  which  the  quef- 
tion  of  peace  or  war  was  to  be  de¬ 
finitively  fettled,  was  held  on  the 
eighteenth  of  April.  Thedebates 
were  warm  and  pro  trailed.  Num¬ 
bers  were  decidedly  hoftile  to  the 
conclufion  of  a  treaty.  Among 
its  rnoft  ftrenuous  opponents,  was 
M.  de  Beauvais,  who  delivered  to 
the  council  a  written  opinion,  for¬ 
cibly  pointing  out  the  nume¬ 
rous  deftruftive  confequences  to 
which  it  would,  in  all  probability, 
give  rife.  Animated  by  a  high 
fenfe  of  honour,  he  alfo  protefted 
againft  a  fimulated  peace,  made 
with  an  avowed  intention  of  being 
broken,  as  difgraceful  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  to  the  royalift  chara&er. 
Nor  did  he  content  himfelf  with  a 
bare  proteft  againft  the  meafure. 
He  boldly  declared,  that  M,  Cor- 


matin  having,  by  his  acceflion  to 
the  treaty  of  la  Jaunais,  fubmitted 
to  the  republic,  was,  thereby  incapa¬ 
citated  from  commanding  the  royal 
army  ;  and  he  accordingly  de¬ 
manded  his  fufpenfion,  till  frefh  in- 
ftruflions  could  arrive  from  the 
Count  de  Puifaye.  Cormatin, 
however,  having  fecured  the  votes 
of  a  majority  of  the  chiefs  then 
prefent,  the  queftion  was  ultimately 
carried  confonantly  to  his  wiihes. 

The  moment  the  votes  were 
collected,  and  the  decifion  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  for  the  conclufion  of 
peace,  and  the  acknowledgment  ©f 
the  republic,  Cormatin  drew  his 
fabre,  folemnly  fwore  to  take  up 
arms  on  the  firft  favorable  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  ordered  that,  till  the 
period  for  aftion  arrived, the  Chou- 
ans  fhould  preferve  their  military 
organization,  and  yield  to  their 
chiefs  the  fame  obedience  as  they 
had  hitherto  done.  His  want  of 
fincerity  was  not  unknown  to  the 
republicans.  They  had  already 
found  means  to  obtain  fatisfaclory 
evidence  of  his  intentions,  and  were 
determined  to  keep  a  ftrict  watch 
over  him  ;  and,  at  a  convenient 
time,  to  inflifl  on  him  a  fevere 
punilhment  for  the  duplicity  of  his 
condmft. 

The  ftipulated  articles  were  a 
literal  tranfeript  of  thofe  agreed 
upon  at  la  Jaunais,  with  the  tingle 
exception  of  the  fum  to  be  paid  for 
the  expences  of  the  war,  which  was 
fixed  at  a  million  and  a  half  of 
livres.  The  declaration  of  the 
chiefs  contained  likevvife  the  fame 
c  plicit  promife  of  obedience  to 
the  republic,  as  that  which  was 
publithed  in  the  name  of  Charette 
and  his  friends. 

On  the  twentieth  of  April,  both 
parties  fet  their  feal  to  the  treaty. 

At 
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At  this  important  moment,  Cor- 
matin  received  a  convincing  and 
mortifying  proof  how  little  influ¬ 
ence  he  poffefTed  over  theChouans, 
and  what  were  their  real  fenti- 
ments,  as  to  the  ffieps  which  he  had 
taken.  Of  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
live  royalifl  chiefs,  no  more  than 
twenty-two  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  put  their  names  to  the  declara¬ 
tion,  by  which  the  republic  was 
recognized  ;  and  fome  even  of  thefe 
were  induced  to  fubfcribe  folely  by 
the  dread  of  being  affaffinated,  in 
cafe  they  refufed  to  give  their  fig- 
natures. 

To  this  treaty  the  Vifcount  de 
Scepe'aux  and  his  officers  fubfe- 
quently  declared  their  affient. 

Stofflet  alone  now  remained  in  a 
Bate  of  hoftility  with  the  enemy  ; 
but,  on  the  return  of  his  envoys 
from  Brkanny,  with  the  melan- 
cholyncws  of  what  had  palled,  he 
was  convinced  that  an  attempt  to 
continue  the  conteft,  unfupported 
by  the  other  royalifl  armies,  would 
only  occafion  the  blood  of  his 
countrymen  to  be  Ihed,  without 
being  productive  of  any  benefit  to 
the  catife  of  royalty.  He.  there- 
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fore,  yefolved  to  negociate  with 
the  republicans.  Eager  to  com¬ 
plete  what  they  had  fo  happily 
begun,  the  conventional  deputies, 
however,  rendered  it  unneceffary 
for  him  to  wound  his  dignity,  by 
making,  the  firil  overtures.  They 
themfelves  requefled  an  interview, 
which  he  readily  granted.  It  took 
place  at  St.  Florent,  on  the  fecorid 
of  May,  and  the  treaty  was  imme¬ 
diately  concluded.  Shamefully 
abandoned  by  his  brother  chiefs, 
and  expofed,  ,as  he  confequen-tly 
was,  to  the  combined  attack  of-  all 
the  republican  forces,  Stofflet  ne- 
verthelefs,  obtained  the  fame  terms 


as  Charette  had  obtained  ifi  the 
moment  of  triumph.  Ardently  loy. 
al  Rs  Stofflet  was,  he  held  his  word 
to  be  facred,  and  he  accordingly 
figned  the  treaty  with  a  fir, cere  in¬ 
tention  of  keeping  it  inviolate, un~ 
lefs  the  republicans  themfelves,  by 
a  breach  of  faith  on  their  part, 
fhould  authorife  him  to  confider  it 
as  no  longer  valid. 

Though,  by  dint  of  arms,  and 
in  fpite  of  numberlefs  difaflers,  .to 
have  compelled  the  republicans  to 
treat  on  an  equal  footing  with 
rhofe  whom  they  had  branded  as 
rebels,  and  laboured  and  fworn  to 
exterminate,  was  doubtlefs  highly 
honourable  to  the  royalifls,  the 
pacification  was,  never  thelefs, 
fraught  with  ruinous  consequences 
to  the  royal  caufe.  The  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  republican  government, 
however,  that  recognition  might 
be  fimulated  or  difguifed,  was  in 
irfelf  a  circumfiance  which  could 
not  fail  to  be  productive  of  mif- 
chievous  effe&s,  as  it  in  fome 
meafure  legitimated,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  people,  an  ufurped  authority, 
and  furnifhed,  to  the  luke-warm 
and  to  the  indolent,  a  plaufible 
pretext  for  refufing  at  a  future 
time  to  draw  their  fwords  in  be¬ 
half  of  their  lawful  fovereign. 
But  this  was  not  the  only  evil  re- 
fulting  from  the  peace.  The  peace 
inevitably  weakened  the  bond  of 
union7  between  the  royalills  and 
their  leaders.  1  he  latter  could 
no  longer  claim  that  implicit  obe¬ 
dience  which  had  been  yielded  to 
them,  When  they  were  hourly  ex- 
pofmg  their  lives  for  their  religion 
and  their  king.  Nor,  in  the  event 
of  the  renewal  of  the  war,  to 
which  they  looked  forward,  could 
they  hope  to  rally  round  their 
llandard  the  fame  numbers  as  before, 

.  '  ’  It 
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It  was  manifeft  that  the  foftening 
habits  of  focial  lite,  and  the  ac¬ 
quirement  of  frefh  property,  would 
render  unwilling  to  take  the  field, 
many  of  thofe  who, while  accullom- 
ed  to  a  military  life,  and  fupport- 
ed  by  the  ardour  of  their  paflions 
and  their  zeal,  w*ere  among  the 
foremoft  to  brave  every  difficulty 
and  danger.  The  republicans,  on 
the  contrary,  Hill  preferved  their 
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force  entire,  and  had  now  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  eftablifhing  their  com¬ 
munications, acquiring  intelligence, 
making  arrangeme.  ts,  and  putting 
in  praTice  all  thofe  arts  of  reduc¬ 
tion  of  which  they  were  fuch  per¬ 
fect  mailers.  Of  thefe  advantages 
they  were  thoroughly  aware,  and 
fpeedily  availed  themfelves  to  the 
fulled  extent. 


CHAP.  IV. 


The  Count  de  Puifaye  arrives  in  London ,  and  has  an  interview  with  Mr . 
Pitt.  He  draws  up  a  memorial ,  containing  a  fiatement  of  the  ftuationy 
4he  flrengthy  and  the  wants  of  the  royalifis.  Second  memorial  and  plan  of 
attack.  The  Count  de  PuifayedifpatchesM.  de  St.  Morys  to  the  Count 
d’A,  ■toiSy  and  receives  full  powers  from  his  royal  highnefs.  Favourable  con¬ 
ference  with  Mr.  Pitt.  Many  of  the  emigrants  cab  7/  againft  M.  de  Puh 
faye.  Second  mijjion  of  M.  de  St.  Morys  to  the  Count  d’ Artois.  Manu~ 
fadory  of  ajjignats  eftablijhed  by  M.  de  Puifaye .  He  fends  Count  Frotte 

to  organize  the  royalifis  of  Normandy.  Slownrfs  of  the  Britijh  minif  ry. 
Dijfatisfadiion  of  the  Bretons.  The  minifers  at  length  refolve  to  ftnd  a  for¬ 
midable  fuccour  to  the  royalifis.  M.  de  Puifaye  is  dejirous  to  return  with  this 
favourable  intelligence,  but  is  withheld  by  the  Minifiers.  He  dif patches 
M.  de  Tinteniac  to  Britanny,  and  M.  de  la  Roberie  to  Poitou ,  with  the  news. 
Heath  of  M.  de  la  Roberie.  Earl  of  Moira  appointed  to  command  the  B^itifi? 
forces.  Plan  of  feconding  the  expedition  by  the  army  of  the  Prince  de  Co  de'. 
Corps  of  officers  formed  to  organize  a  Breton  army.  Intelligence  received  in 
England  of  the  peace  with  the  republicans  concluded  by  Cor  mat  in.  The 
Briti/h  minifiers  refolve  7iot  to  fend  any  Englijh  troops  to  Britanny,  till 
the  emigrants  have  obtained  a  footing  in  that  province.  M.  de  Puifaye 
confents  to  try  the  experiment  of  landing  with  the  emigrants  alone.  Emi¬ 
grant  regiments  recruited  from  the  prifons.  M.  d* Hervilly  appointed 
Jecond  in  command.  Intrigues  of  the  perfons  ailing  as  agents  to  the 
King  of  France.  They  prevail  upon  M.  d* Hervilly  to  fecond  their  plans. 
Meffiengers  difpatched  to  the  Bretons  and  Poitevins  by  M.  de  Puifaye . 
Emiffiaries  of  the  agents  prevail  on  Charette  to  remain  inalhve.  Pro - 

elamation  addreffied  by  M.  de  Puifaye  to  the  French.  Proceedings  in  Btitanny • 
Afiembly  of  royalifi  chiefs  convoked  at  Bazougers.  Folly  of  Cormatin . 
Cor  mat  in  and  M.  M.Jaryy ,  Solihac  and  Dufour ,  are  arrefied  by  the  repub¬ 
licans.  Maffiacre  of  the  Chevalier  de  Boifhardy  and  the  Count  de  Silz.  The 
expedition  fails  from  England.  M.  dy  Hervilly  refufes  to  acknowledge  the 
authority  of  the  Count  de  Puifaye  over  the  emigrant  regiments.  The  fleet 
Vol.  XXXVIII.  [E]  "  anchors 
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anchors  in  Ojiiberon  Bay.  Roy  a! if  officers  come  oh  hoard ,  and  fate  that 
the  dif embarkation  may  he  faftly  effected.  Refinance  of  M.  d’ lie  willy. 
D ij 'embarkation  effected.  Joy  of  the  Bretons .  Abfurd  conduct  of  M. 
d’  lie  willy  >  and  of fome  of  the  emigrants. 


WHILE,  led  aftray  by  the 
fatal  influence  of  vanity 
and  want  of  judgment,  Cormatin 
was  deeply  injuring  the  royal 
caufe,  the  Count  de  Puifaye  was 
draining  every  nerve  to  obtain  the 
means  of  fecuring  its  triumph.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  Count  in  London, 
he  was  immediately  admitted  to  an 
audience  with  Mr.  Pitt,  who  gave 
him  a  flattering  reception.  At 
the  clofe  of  a  long  conference,  it 
was  agreed,  that  his  refidence  in 
England  fhould  be  kept  fecrct  ; 
that  he  fhould,  without  delay, 
draw  up  a  memorial,  Hating  the 
numbers,  the  means,  and  the  wants 
of  the  Breton  royalifts  ;  and  that 
an  inftant,  though  fmall,  fuccour 
(hould  be  fent,  to  enable  them  to 
make  head  againft  the  enemy,  till 
more  effectual  meafures  could  be 
taken  in  their  behalf. 

Highly  animated  by  this  fa¬ 
vourable  interview,  the  Count  de 
Puifaye  prepared,  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  days,  the  required  memorial. 
It  detailed,  in  the  fulled  manner, 
every  circumftance  relative  to  the 
feelings  and  wifhesof  the  Bretons  ; 
the  plans,  fucceffes,  and  reverfea 
of  the  royalifts,  from  the  time 
v/hen  they  were  called  to  arms  by 
the  gallant  de  la  Rouerie  down  to 
the  prefent  period;  their  hopes, 
their  fituation,  and  their  refources  j 
the  ftrength  of  the  republican  ar¬ 
mies  ;  and  the  auxiliary  force  which 
would  be  neceftary  to  enfure  the 
complete  expulficn  of  the  latter  from 
every  part  of  the  province  of  Bri- 
tanny.  The  ftrength  of  the  enemy  he 
ftated  to  cotftiftofonly  twenty  thou- 


fancf  troops,  of  which  twelve  thou- 
fand  were  young  men  of  the  firftfe- 
quifttion,  conftantly  feeking  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  defert,  and  ready  to  range 
themfelves  under  the  banners  of  roy¬ 
alty,  as  foon  as  it  could  with  pru¬ 
dence  be  done.  An  army  of  ten  thou- 
fand  Britifn  he  reprefented  as  am¬ 
ply  fufficient  to  reftore  Britanny  to 
its  lawful  fovereign  ;  and  he  indi¬ 
cated  the  points  of  attack,  and 
promifed  that  the  difembarkatioa 
fhould  be  feconded  by  a  general 
infurre&ion  along  the  coaft,  and 
by  the  immediate  junction  of  a 
corps  often  thoufand  Bretons.  He, 
recommended,  however,  as  indif- 
penfable  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  enter- 
prife  that  it  fhould  be  undertaken 
before  thefetting  in  of  the  winter, 
even  if  a  lefs  force  muft,  in  confe- 
quence,  be  employed. 

The  Count  de  Pu  ifaye  was  now 
introduced  to  Lord  Grenville  and 
Mr.  Dundas ;  and  was  requefted 
to  furnifh  a  fecond  memorial,  con¬ 
taining  all  the  details  of  a  plan  for 
an  expedition.  The  requeft  wa§ 
complied  with  in  two  days.  This 
memorial  was  long,  entered  mi¬ 
nutely  into  the  fubjed,  and  dif- 
played  no  fmall  portion  of  know¬ 
ledge,  and  of  military  talent* 
Sailing  with  three  Britilh  diviftons 
from  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  while  a 
fourth  divifion,  confiding  of  emi- 
grants,  made  a  diverfion,  by  menac¬ 
ing  the  ccmft  of  the  Morbihan, 
he  propofed  to  make  good  a  land¬ 
ing  at  Plerin,  Pleneuf,  and  IffineaC, 
in  the  bay  of  St.  Brieuc ;  and 
thence  rapidly  to  pufh  forward  in 
two  columns  to  Rennes,  by  the 

roads 
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roiluS,  of  Sc.  Jouan  and  Dinan, 
leaving  behind,  in  advantageous 
pods,  fmall  detachments  to  fupport 
the  riling  of  the  peafantry,  and,  in 
cafe  of  need,  to  fecure  a  retreat. 
Of  a  reverfe,  however,  he  felt  lit¬ 
tle  apprehenfion.  The  army,  in 

fourdavs  after  its  difembarkation, 

¥  * 

would,  he  calculated,  arrive  before 
Rennes,  which,  filled  as  it  was 
with  the  partifans  of  royalty,  and 
prote&ed  merely  by  a  few  ill-con- 
ftru&ed  redoubts,  would,  probably, 
furrender  without  even  an  attempt 
at  refiftance*  The  pofTeflion  of  the 
capital  of  Britanny  would  be  de¬ 
cisive  of  the  fate  of  the  province, 
and  would  likewife  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  royal  party,  immenfe 
magazines  of  ammunition  and  pro- 
vifions,  and  a  formidable  train  of 
artillery.  After  leaving  an  ade¬ 
quate  garrifon  in  Rennes,  the  army 
was  to  divide  into  three  columns 
of  equal  ftrength;  two  of  which 
were  to  occupy  and  entrench  Fou- 
geres  and  Vitre,  in  order  to  flop 
the  enemy,  and  encourage  the  roy- 
alifts,  on  the  fide  of  Normandy  and 
Maine ;  and  the  third  was  to  take  the 
fame  fleps  at  Rhedon,  for  the  purpofe 
of  threatening  Nantz,  and  opening 
a  communication  with  the  gallant 
Poitevins.  By  thefe  means  the 
Count  de  Puifaye  flattered  himfelf 
that  the  republicans  might,  at 
leaft,  be  held  at  bay,  till  the  arri¬ 
val  in  the  fpring,  of  fuch  a  rein¬ 
forcement  as  would  flrike  againft 
them  a  terrible,  and,  perhaps,  deci- 
five  blow. 

But  it  was  not  on  force  alone 
that  he  relied. for  his  fuccefs.  He 
required,  not  lefs  wifely  than  hu¬ 
manely,  that  under  the  guarantee 
of  his  Majefty,  an  amnefty  fhould 
be  offered  to  all  perfons  whatever, 
as  the  reward  of  fubmiffion  ;  that 
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the  fold iery  fhould  preferve  a  rigid 
difcipline ;  and  that  for  any  injury- 
done  by  them  ample  compenfation 
fhould  be  made.  Laudably  mind¬ 
ful  of  his  duty  to  his  fovereign,  he 
likewife  demanded  that  the  pro¬ 
vince  fhould  be  taken  pofTeflion  of 
in  the  name  of  the  infant  Lewis 
the  feventeenth. 

This  memorial  was  accompanied 
by  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  requefting 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  deci- 
fion  of  minifters  with  regard  to  the 
expedition,  it  might,  at  leaft, 
be  prompt,  to  enable  the  Count  to 
return  to  his  expecting  companions, 
with  the  promifed  fuccour  of  mo¬ 
ney  arid  arms. 

The  Count  de  Puifaye  alfo  dif- 
patched  M.  de  St,  Morys  to  ap~ 
prife  the  Count  d’Artois  of  the 
meafures  he  had  already  taken, 
arid  to  give  affurances  that  he 
would  not  confent  ,  to  make  airy 
arrangement  with  the  Britifh  ml- 
niftry,  without  ,the  certainty  of 
obtaining  its  folemn  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  King  of  France  ;  a  de¬ 
claration  that  the  Englilh''  troops 
were  to  ferve  only  as  allies  ;  that 
all  conquefts  fhould  be  received  in 
truft  for  his  Chriftian  Majefty  ; 
and  that  the  means  fui table  to  his 
rank,  fhould  befurnifhed  to  Mon- 
fieur  the  Regent,  to  enable  him  to 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  roy- 
alift  armies.  M.  de  St.  Morys 
found  the  Count  d’Artois  at  Arn- 
heim,  was  admitted  to  an  inter¬ 
view,  and  returned  to  England 
with  an  approbation,  flatteringly 
expreflfed,  of  the  count  de  Puifaye’s 
paft  proceedings,  and  with  unli¬ 
mited  powers  for  the  future. 

In  confequence  of  his  fecond 
memorial,  the  Count  was  invited 
by  Mr.  Pitt  to  a  conference  with 
Lord  Cornwallis,  The  refult  was 
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favourable  to  his  object.  In  the 
cOurfe  of  the  conference  Lord 
Moira  was  mentioned  as  the  pro¬ 
bable  commander  of  the  forces  in 
the  projected  enterprife. 

The  count  de  Puifaye  was  not 
long  before  he  difcovered  that,  in 
his  prefent  fituation,  he  was  ex- 
pofed  to  circumftances  far  more 
painful  to  a  noble  mind,  than  the 
hardfhips  of  warfare,’  the  perils  of 
the  field,  or  the  profpeft  of  a  fcaf- 
fold.  The  manner  in  which  he 
was  treated  by  the  minifters,  and 
the  guarded  fecrecy  and  privacy 
which  he  preferved,  excited  the 
curiofity  of  many  of  the  emigrants, 
and  the  jealoufy  and  hatrec},  of  a 
Hill  greater  number.  All  the  herd 
of  intriguers,  who  fpeculated  upon 
bringing  about  a  counter  revolu¬ 
tion  in  the  way  moft  beneficial  to 
themfeLes,  or  fought  to  procure  a 
fubfiftence  by  a  difplay  of  zeal 
in  the  caufe  of  the  Bourbons,  were 
immediately  up  in  arms  againft 
him,  and  fpared  no  pains  to  dive 
into  and  thwart  his  plans,  and 
blacken  his  chara&er.  In  fuch 
perfons  this  conduct  was  quite  na¬ 
tural.  They  knew  that  they  fhould 
not  only  gain  nothing  by  his  fuc- 
cefs ;  but  that  it  would  put  an 
end  at  once  to  their  confequence 
and  their  trade.  This,  therefore, 
they  endeavoured  to  prevent,  by 
circulating  againft  him  the  darkeft 
calumnies. a  They  were  joined  by 
many  well  -  meaning  royal ifts, 
whofe  pride  was  wounded,  either 
by  his  power  being  fuperior  to 
their  own,  or  by  his  prudently 
declining  to  admit  them  into  his 
confidence.  Others,  though  not , 
with  a  criminal  intention,  were 
much  more  troublefome  than  his 
enemies.  Thefe  were  perfons  who, 
believing  him  to  have  unbounded 


influence,  urgently  requefted  its 
exercife  in  their  behalf,  or  who 
importuned  him  to  adopt  or  fe- 
cond  projects  which  they  had 
formed,  and  which  vanity  prompted 
them  to  confider  as  infallible  in 
their  operation. 

M.  de  St.  Morys  was  now  again 
difpatched  to  the  Count  d’  Artois. 
The  object  of  his  journey  was  fully 
accomplished.  He  brought  back 
letters  containing  'the  Prince’s 
fa nft ion  to  all  the  commiftions 
which  had  been,  or  might  be, 
granted  to  the  Breton  chiefs,  by 
the  royalift  committee  and  the 
Count  de  Puifaye  ;  and  likewife  a 
folemn  promife  that  all  republicans 
who  efpoufed  the  royal  caufe  fhould 
be  favourably  received.  The  lat¬ 
ter  had  been  particularly  requefted 
by  the  Count  de  Puifaye,  as  being 
of  the  utmoft  importance,  to  ex- 
tinguifh  that  fear  of  royal  ven¬ 
geance,  by  which  numbers  of  mif- 
led  perfons  were  prevented  from 
renouncing  their  errors.  On  the 
Count  the  rank  of  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  was  conferred  by  his  High- 
nefs,  who  again  a  {lured  him  that 
whatever  engagements  he  might 
enter  into,  or  meafures  he  might 
purfue,  fhould  be  fully  ratified. 

The  Count,  on  his  fide,  was  not 
neglectful  of  the  warits  of  the 
princes.  The  finances  of  the 
Count  d’ Artois,  being,  by  the 
maintenance  of  his  unprovided  fol¬ 
lowers,  entirely  exhaufted,  the 
Count  de  Puifaye  obtained  for 
him  a  confiderable  fum  from  the 
Britifh  government.  With  a  fpirit 
and  delicacy,  however,  highly 
praife- worthy,  Puifaye  did  not  re¬ 
ceive  the  money  as  an  alms,  but 
as  a  fubfidy  advanced  by  one  ally 
to  another,  in  aid  of  a  common 
caufe. 

The 
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The  life  led  in  the  Brltifh  capi¬ 
tal  by  the  Count  de  Puifaye,  was 
not  lefs  aftive,  and  was,  perhaps, 
more  laborious,  than  that  which 
he  had  led  in  Britanny.  With  the 
minifters,  and  particularly  with 
Mr.  Windham,  in  whofe  hands 
was  now  the  chief  management  of 
whatever  related  to  the  royal 
party,  he  was  compelled  to  have 
daily  interviews.  In  addition  to 
this  he  had  an  extenfive  corre- 
fpondence  to  carry  on  with  France, 
and  with  the  exiled  princes ;  num- 
berlefs  letters  and  memorials  to 
anfwer ;  purchafes  of  arms  and 
other  fuccours  for  the  royalills  to 
fu  per  in  tend  ;  officers  to  chufe,  and 
difpafch  to  the  French  coaft  ;  and 
emigrant  corps  to  form;  befides 
a  variety  of  fubordinate  objects  to 
attend  to,  and  the  perfidious  plans 
and  fuggeftions  of  his  enemies  to 
difcover  and  counterafl. 

Among  the  meafures  taken  by 
the  Count  was  the  eftablifhment  of 
a  manufaftory  of  affignats.  The 
affignats  of  the  convention  had  for 
fome  time  been  privately  and  clam, 
fily  forged  in  London,  by  feveral 
worthlefs  emigrants,  who  tranf- 
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mitted  them  to  France,  where  they 
were  fold  at  a  low  price,  and  pro¬ 
duced  the  moil:  fatal  confequences 
to  their  illiterate  poflelTors.  The 
wretchednefs  of  the  imitation, 
though  not  obvious  to  peafants 
who  were  unable  to  read,  expofed 
the  forgeries  to  inevitable  detec¬ 
tion.  and  their  unfortunate  owners 
to  the  penalty  of  death.  To  put 
an  end  to  this  deftrufiive  traffic,  to 
prov  ide  for  the  wants  of  the  royal 
and  catholic  army,  to  attach  to  the 
royal  caufe,  through  the  influence 
of  interefL  number  of  luke- warm 
perfons,  and  to  complete  the  down¬ 
fall  of  the  conventional  affignats, 
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the  Count  de  Puifaye  conceived  no 
means  to  be  more  effectual  than 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  public  and 
authorifed  manufactory  of  affignats, 
bearing  all  the  external  figns  of 
thofe  iffued  by  the  ufurping  go¬ 
vernment  of  France,  and  having  a 
fecret  mark,  by  which,  on  the  re- 
ftorationof  monarchy,  the  treafury 
of  the  Bate  would  be  enabled  to 
recognize  them,  in  order  to  pay 
their  value  to  the  holders.  This 
plan  was  accordingly  executed, 
and  was  openly  avowed  by  a  pro¬ 
clamation  in  the  name  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  council  of  the  Breton  army. 
The  new  affignats  were  quickly 
fpread  through  Britanny  and  the 
circumjacent  provinces  ;  were 
fought  after  with  avidity,  even 
by  the  jacobins;  and  the  refult 
was  fuch  as  had  been  expected  by 
the  framer  of  the  plan. 

Numbers  of  the  gentlemen  of 
Britanny,  landed  proprietors,  were 
enabled,  by  the  Count,  to  return 
to  their  eftates.  They  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  their  tenants,  the  far¬ 
mers,  with  a  zeal  and  gladnefs, 
which  was  honourable  to  both  par¬ 
ties.  Thefe  honeft  farmers  had 
carefully  faved,  and  now  'joyfully 
paid  them,  the  difference  between 
the  real  value  of  their  rents,  and 
that  which  they  had  been  compelled 
to  pay  in  affignats  to  the  receivers 
of  the  convention. 

It  was  not  alone  to  the  province 
with  which  he  was  immediately 
connected,  that  the  indefatigable 
Puifaye  extended  his  c^e.  To 
Poitou  he  fent  feveral  officers  of 
diftinguifhed  merit.  Normandy 
alfo  was  an  objeCt  of  his  attention. 
That  province  growing  hourly 
more  repugnant  to  the  republican 
yoke,  he  cormniffioned  the  young 
and  ardent  Count  Louis  de  Frotte,  * 
[£3]  :  .  and 
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and  the  Marquis  de  Bellefonds  and 
M.  de  la  Rofiere,  two  brave  and 
intelligent  officers,  to  give  exten¬ 
sion  and  confiftence  to  the  Norman 
infurreftion,  and  to  conneft  it  with 
the  maturer  infurreftions  of  Bri- 
tanny  and  Maine. 

Notwithftanding  the  repeated 
and  preffing  folicitations  of  M.  de 
Puifaye  for  a  fpeedy  decifion,  and 
notwithftanding  the  policy  ot  aft- 
ing  with  vigour  and  promptitude 
was  abundantly  obvious,  four 
months  elapfed  before  the  Britifh 
minifters  appear  to  have  ferioufly 
determined  upon  making  an  effort 
on  the  fide  of  Britanny.  The 
Pretons,  in  the  mean  time,  were 
loudly  calling  for  the  return  of 
their  leader  ;  and  they  manifefted, 
though  in  measured  language,  fome 
diffatisfaftion  at  the  tardinefs 
which  England  difplaycd,  in  af¬ 
fording  them  adequate  affiftance. 
The  circumftance  of  fuccour  hav¬ 
ing  fo  long  knee  been  promifed, 
could  not,  they  told  their  general, 
but  infpire  with  diftruft  a  people 
tired  of  hoping.  At  length,  how<- 
ever,  in  the  beginning  of  February, 
M.  d’Allegre  having  arrived  from 
Britanqy,  charged  by  the  Breton 
chiefs  to  prefs  the  departure  of 
M.  de  Puifaye,  and  obtain  defini¬ 
tive  information  as  to  the  defigns 
Of  England,  the  minifters  thought 
proper  to  direft  their  attention  to¬ 
wards  the  coaft  of  France.  After 
a  long  conference  with  M.  de  Pui¬ 
faye,  it  was  refolved  to  fend  a  for¬ 
midable  force  ro  aid  the  royalifts, 
and  this  resolution  was  communi¬ 
cated  to  them  by  letters  from  Mr, 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Windham. 

M.  de  Puifaye  ardently  wiffied 
to  be  himfeif  the  bearer  of  thefe 
happy  riding's  to  his  companions 
in  arms.  He  felt  that  his  pro- 


trafted  abfence  might  give  rife  to 
injurious  fufpicions  ;  and  he  wars, 
befides,  anxious  to  be  on  the  fpot, 
that  he  might  put  an  end  to  the 
truce,  which  Cormatin  had  agreed 
upon  with  the  republican  generals. 
But  as  minifters  were  averfe  Horn 
his  quitting  England,  until  he 
could  accompany  the  expedition, 
he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  re- 
lihquifhing  the  idea,  and  commit¬ 
ting  the  charge  to  others.  M. 
de  la  Roherie  and  the  Chevalier 
de  Tinteniac  were  the  perfons 
whom  he  felefted.  The  former 
was  no  lefs  beloved  and  trufted  in 
Poitou,  than  the  latter  was  in  Bri- 
tanny. 

The  two  envoys  we^e  landed 
in  fafety  on  different  points  of  the 
coaft.  But  the  fate  of  the  gallant 
de  la  Roherie  was  truly  lamentable. 
To  evade  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy, 
he,  and  thofe  who  were  with  him, 
attempted  to  crofs  a  morafs,  but  it 
not  being  firm  enough  to  bear 
them,  they  funk,  and  unfortunately 
periihed.  The  Chevalier  de  Tin¬ 
teniac  fucceeded  in  reaching  the 
place  of  his  deftination  ;  and,  with 
his  accuftomed  aftivity,  exerted 
hi  mfeif  to  accomplilh  the  objeft  of 
his  million. 

Fourteen  regiments,  compofed 
the  Britifh  force,  deftinedto  aft  in 
aid  of,  the  loyal  Bretons.  The 
command  was  conferred  on  the 
Earl  of  Moira.  This  army,  with 
a  part  of  the  French  corps,  was  to 
effeft  the  firft  landing,  and  was 
to  be  followed  by  the  remainder  of 
the  emigrants,  with  the  Count 
a} Artois  at  their  head.  The  ex¬ 
pedition  was  to  be  feconded  on  the 
Upper  Rhine,  by  the  army  of  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  which  was  to 
attempt  to  penetrate  into  Franche 
Comte  or  Alface,  as  foon  as  the 
4  combined 
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combined  Englifh  and  royalifts  had 
obtained  a  footing  in  Britanny. 

To  train  the  Bretons  to  regular 
warfare,  and  to  raife  from  them  an 
army  of  the  line,  conftituted  an 
effentiai  part  of  M.  de  Puifaye’s 
plan.  Tile  late  events  on  the 
Continent  had  driven  to  England 

*  O 

for  refuge  a  number  of  emigrants, 
capable  of  performing  perfectly  the 
duty  of  officers.  At  Jerfey  there 
were  likewife  two  bands  of  gentle¬ 
men,  under  the  orders  of  the  Prince 
de  Leon  and  the  Count  du  Trefor. 
M.  de  Puifaye,  therefore,  propofed 
to  the  government  that  two  bands 
of  a  fimilar  nature  fhould  be  form¬ 
ed  at  Guernfey  ;  and  that  each  of 
the  four  fhou'd  be  organized  into 
a  battalion  of  three  hundred  and 
twelve  men,  divided  into  four 
companies.  The  individuals  corn- 
poling  thefe  battalions  were  to 
ferve,  and  to  be  paid,  only  as  pri¬ 
vate  foldiers  till  their  arrival  ip 
France.  They  were  then,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  refpeCtive  ranks,  to 
be  placed  as  officers  in  the  royaliit 
divilions.  The  number  thus  raifed 
was  confidered  as  fully  fufficient 
for  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
men.  With  a  reference  to  the 
fervice  for  which  they  were 
intended,  the  denomination  of 
<(  Ikeletons”  was  given  to  the  bat¬ 
talions.  The  project  was  approved 
of  by  the  miniftry,  and  was  carried 
into  effeCt  with  promptitude  aud 
fuccefs.  So  eager  were  the  emi¬ 
grants  to  be  employed  in  this 
manner,  that  more  than  thrice  the 
number  required  made  an  offer  of 
their  fer vices. 

While  the  preparations  for  the 
expedition  were  going  forward, 
the  Britifh  minifters  received  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  peace  concluded 
with  the  republicans  by  M.  de 


Cormatin.  This  unfortunate  news 
at  once  threw  a  damp  upon  their 
ardour.  They  did  not,  indeed, 
refolve  to  give  up  ail  thoughts  of 
making  an  attempt  on  the  fide  of 
Britanny,  but,  with  a  cautious  ti¬ 
midity,  not,  perhaps,  dictated 
by  wifdom,  they  determined  to 
withhold  the  Britifh  army,  till  fuch 
time  as  it  could  be  fent  without 
being  expofed  to  any  rilk.  Mr. 
Windham  is  believed  to  have  been 
the  only  one  of  the  minifters  who. 
Bill  thought  it  advifable  to  carry- 
to  their  lull  extent  the  meafures 
originally  agreed  on  by  the  whole 
of  the  council. 

In  purfuance  of  this  change,  M0 
de  Puifaye  was  afked,  whether  with 
afuccour  of  arms,  ammunition,  and 
money,  and  with  the  French  regi¬ 
ments  in  the  pay  of  England,  and 
the  battalions  raifed  according  to 
his  fuggeftion,  making  together 
nearly  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
men,  he  could  accomplifh  a  landing, 
and  maintain  his  ground,  in  Bri¬ 
tanny.  For  many  and  weighty 
reafons  he  was  defiroos  of  an  auxi¬ 
liary  army.  His  whole  party  re¬ 
lied  upon  the  prefence  of  an  army  ; 
numbers  had  promifed  to  join  him 
only  on  condition  of  receiving 
fuch  fupport ;  and  the  garrifons  of 
the  cities  and  fortreffes  would  not, 
he  knew,  be  willing  to  open  their 
gates,  except  to  a  force  capable  of 
mediating  for  them  with  the  roy- 
alifts,  and  protecting  them  againft 
the  republicans.  As,  however,  a 
negative  anfwer  would,  perhaps, 
put  an  end  to  all  hopes  of  aid  from 
England,  and  as  M.de  Puifaye  had, 
befides,  no  doubt  that,  by  acting 
with  vigour  and  prompitude,  he 
fhould  be  able  effectually  to  operj 
the  way  for  the  Britifh,  he  unhefi- 
tatingly  confented  to  try  the  ex- 
[Fp]  periment 
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periment  which  was  propofed  to 
him. 

The  point  on  which  the  difem- 
barkation  {hould  be  made  now 
became  the  fubjePt  of  difcuffion. 
The  northern  coaft  of  Britanny 
was  recommended  by  M.  de  Pui¬ 
faye.  His  friends  in  that  quarter 
were  more  numerous,  had  been 
longer  trained,  and  were  personally 
attached  to  him,  from  his  having 
conftantly  (hared  all  their  Suffer¬ 
ings  and  dangers.  The  ministers, 
on  the  contrary,  preferred  the  coaft 
of  the  Morbihan.  It  afforded, 
in  the  bay  of  Quibercn,  an  advan¬ 
tageous  Station  for  the  fleet,  and  its 
proximity  to  the  iViores  of  Vendee, 
would  render  eafy  a  defcent  upon 
them,  to  aid  Charette,  in  cafe 
the  troops  (hould  be  repelled  from 
the  Breton  coaft.  As  a  landing 
in  the  Morbihan  was  not  without 
Some  advantageous  circumftances 
in  its  favour,  the  count  readily 
yielded  to  the  wifh  of  the  mini- 
fters.  „ 

The  troops  which  were  felefted 
to  combat  for  the  roval  caufe,  were 
not  the  moft  proper  that  could 
have  been  chofen  for  that  impor¬ 
tant  Service.  At  the  cojnmence- 
raent  of  \h e  war  the  emigrants, 
fired  by  enthufiafm,  and  anxious 
only  to  manifeft  their  fidelity  and 
zeal,  cared  little  in  what  rank  they 
wereplaced,  fo  that  anopportu;  ity 
was  given  them  of  ufing  their 
fwords  againft  their  inveterate 
enemies.  Even  the  flower  of  the 
French  nobility  gladly  endured  all 
the  hardships  and  privations  ofpri^ 
vate  Soldiers.  But  the  bafe  and 
cowardly  manner  in  which  the 
emigrants  had  been  repeatedly 
abandoned  to  the  executioner,  by 
the  allies,  had,  at  length,  taught 
them  not  to  wafte  their  exertions. 


and  hazard  their  lives,  when  nei¬ 
ther  advantage  to  their  Sovereign 
nor  themfelves  could  be  obtained 
by  their  loyalty  and  valour.  They 
were  no  longer  ready  to  fill  the 
humbleft  military  fttuation,  but 
fought  to  obtain  in  rank,  and  its 
confequent  refpedl  and  emoluments. 
Some  compenfation  for  the  rifk  to 
which  they  were  expofed.  This 
made  it  almoft  impoffibie  to  com¬ 
plete  the  French  regiments  in  Bri- 
tifh  pay.  An  expedient  was, 
therefore,  reforted  to,  of  a  dange¬ 
rous  kind.  The  regiments  were 
in  part  recruited  from  the  priso¬ 
ners  of  w  r,  among  whom  there 
were  fuppofed  be  many  royalifts  ; 
and  little  caution  is  Said  to  have 
been  roanifefted  in  the  choice  of 
the  recruits.  Had  thefe  regiments 
been  overawed  by  the  prefence  of 
a  Superior  Briufh*  force,  they 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  Safely 
employed;  but  without  Such  a 
check,  it  was  manifeilly  imprudent 
to  place  the  fate  of  the  expedition 
in  the  hands  of  men  of  at  leaft 
doubtful  fidelity,  whofe  treachery 
was  Sure  of  receiving  an  ample  re¬ 
ward,  and  would,  in  all  probabi. 
lity,  jDrove  definitive  to  thofe 
againft  whom  it  was  diredled. 

As,  even  fhould  it  be  found  im- 
poffible  to  difembark  the  troops, 
M.  de  Puifaye  was  fully  refolved 
to  land  and  join  his  party,  it  was 
neceffarv  to  provide  a  Second,  to  af- 
fume  the  command,  on  his  depar¬ 
ture.  The  Count  d'Hervilly,  an 
officer  of  known  courage,  and  well 
verfed  in  the  theory  of  his  profef- 
fion,  but  ungifted  with  genius, 
was  propofed  by  the  minifters,  and 
accepted,  though  not  without  fome 
relutance,  by  M.  de  Puifaye. 
This  relutance  did  not  arife  from 
any  perfonal  diflike  to  M.  d’Her- 

villy. 
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villy.  It  was  occalioned  by  the 
circumftance  of  his  having  for¬ 
merly  excited  ftrong  difguft  in  the 
Bretons,  by  the  rigid  execution 
of  his  military  duty,  at  the  period 
when  the  French  adminifiration 
HO  lefs  iniquitoufly  than  wantonly 
and  rafhlv  endeavoured  to  deprive 
the  people  of  Britanny  of  the  re¬ 
mains  of  their  ancient  and  revered 
conftitution.  M.  de  Puifaye  feared 
that  the  remembrance  of  this  con- 
dud:  would  prove  injurious  at  a 
time  when  every  thing  depended 
upon  affection  and  confidence.  He 
yielded,  neverthelefs,  to  the  defire 
of  the  minifters,  and  it  was  finally 
arranged  that,  as  foon  as  the  troops 
landed  in  Britanny,  he  fhonld  af- 
fume  the  fupreme  command,  but 
that  as  long  as  they  remaired  on 
board,  they  fhould  be  under  the 
orders  of  M.  d’Hervilly. 

While  M.  de  Puifaye*  was  exert- 
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Ing  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  vigour 
to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  his  enter- 
prife,  fome  of  his  expatriated  coun¬ 
trymen  were  equally  adive  in  their 
endeavours  to  render  it  abortive. 
Thofe  perfons,  who  by  their  in¬ 
trigues,  had  contrived  to  obtain 
powers  to  ad  as  agents,  in  the 
name  of  Lewis  the  18  th,  and  of 
whole  exiftencc  M.  de  Puifaye  was 
entirely  ignorant,  law  with  infinite 
vexation,  that  the  expedition  was 
deftined  to  a  quarter,  where  it 
would  neither  increafe  their  influ¬ 
ence,  nor  turn  to  their  private  ad¬ 
vantage,  Their  objed,  therefore, 
was  to  divert  it  to  the  coaft  of 
Poitou,  where,  from  the  afcendancy 
which  they  had  acquired  over 
Charette,  they  hoped  that  it  would 
be  entirely  under  their  own  con- 
troul.  To  accomplilh  this  deflr- 
able  objed  no  pains  were  fpared. 
Meafures  were  adopted  to  keep 


the  royalifls  of  Britanny  madive, 
and  even  to  take  away  the  life  of 
M.  de  Puifaye,  on  the  pretence  of 
his  being  a  traitor  to  his  fovereign. 
Their  mailer  ftroke,  however,  was 
their  inducing  M.  d’Hervilly  to 
ad  in  furtherance  of  their  plans. 
This  they  effededby  railing  in  him 
a  firm  belief  that  only  they  were 
the  confidential  organs  of  the 
French  monarch,  and  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  was  defirous  that  thefuceours 
fhould  be  landed  in  Poitou,  and  not 
in  Britanny.  Thus  milled,  he 
promifed  to  aflift  in  changing,  if 
poffible,  the  courfe  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion. 

To  prepare  the  royalifls  of  Brit- 
tanny  to  receive  the  coming  far¬ 
ceur,  and  thofe  of  Poitou  to  make 
a  diverfion,  M.  de  Puifaye  diU 
patched  trufty  officers  to  the  council 
of  Morbihan,  and  to  general  Cha¬ 
rette.  Unfortunately  the  meffen- 
gers  fent  by  the  Count  to  Charette 
were  unable  to  reach  him.  It  was 
ftill  more  unfortunate  that  two  of 
the  intriguing  agents,  who  had  fo 
far  gained  the  good  opinion  of  the 
Britilh  government,  as  to  be  en- 
trufted  by  it  with  the  cornmiffion 
of  ftimulating  hitn  to  take  up 
arms,  reached  his  camp  in  fafety, 
and,  inftead  of  performing  the  talk 
with  which  they  were  charged, 
mifreprefented  and  calumniated  in 
fuch  a  manner  the  intentions  of 
England,  and  of  the  Breton  leader, 
and  gave  fuch  aflurances  that  the 
fuccours  fhould  be  turned  from 
Britanny  to  Poitou,  that  Charette 
determined  to  remain  in  a  Hate  of 
inaction. 

Previoufly  to  his  departure,  M. 
de  Puifaye  drew  up  a  proclamation, 
to  be  publifhed  on  his  arrival  in 
France.  Breathing  a  conciliatory 
fpirit,  yet  not  deficient  in  dignity, 

it 
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it  was  well  calculated  to  make 
profelytes  from  the  republican 
party.  It  was  fubmitted  to  the 
Britifh  m milters,  and  met  with 
their  entire  approbation. 

We  mult  now,  lor  a  moment, 
fufperid  our  narrative  of  M.  de  Pui- 
faye’s  proceedings,  to  relate  the 
events  which  took  place  in  Rri- 
tanny,  fubfequent  to  the  conclution 
of  the  peace,  or,  more  properly 
fpeaking,  hollow  truce,  between  the 
republicans  and  royalifts.  Nei¬ 
ther  parry  was  the  dupe  of  this 
feigned  pacification.  The  repub¬ 
licans  continued  to  carry  off  by 
force  the  grain,  and  other  proper¬ 
ty  of  the  farmers ;  and  the  royalifts 
continued  to  collect  magazines,  to 
wear  the  white  cockade,  and  to 
make  attempts,  with  no  fmall  fuc- 
cefs,  to  gain  over  to  their  caufe  the 
conventional  troops.  Bickerings 
and  heart-burnings  naturally  foon 
arofe  between  the  two  parties ; 
-and  it  was  not  long  before  the 
royalifts  fullered  2n  injury,  which 
ftrongly  excited  their  indignation. 
Triftan  PHermite  and  Geflin,  two 
of  the  chiefs  who  had  figned  the 
treaty  of  la  Mabilais,  were  feized 
near  Laval,  dragged  to  that  city, 
and  maffacred  by  the  foldiers  of 
the  garrifon. 

To  arrange  meafures  of  defence, 
Cormatin  convoked,  at  Bazougers, 
an  aftembly  of  the  royalifts  chiefs. 
In  this  aftembly  it  was  determined, 
that  the  royalift  bands  Ihould  re¬ 
main  on  their  prefent  footing  till  the 
treaty  was  entirely  fulfilled  by  their 
enemies.  But  the  fnoft  fatal  enemy 
of  the  royalifts  was  Cormatin  him- 
felf.  Inftead  of  preferving  a  prudent 
filence  with  reipett  to  his  itrength 
and  his  projects,  he  frequently  in¬ 
dulged  himfelf  in  vaunts  of  his 
power,  and  threats  againft  the 


republicans.  He  feemed  to  delight 
in  betraying  every  fecret  which 
he  ought  to  have  concealed.  Nor 
did  he  difplay  a  larger  fhare  of 
perfonal  than  of  political  prudence. 
Unlike  Charette,  who  wifely  re¬ 
ft  dcd  in  his  camp,  Cormatin  took 
up  his  reftdcnce  in  Rennes,  where 
he  was  at  the  mercy  of  his  adver- 
faries.  Thofe  fharp-ftghted  ad- 
verfaries  vigilantly  watched  all  his 
actions*  Hoche,  in  particular,  whom 
he  had  excluded  from  the  confer¬ 
ences  for  peace,  and  by  that  means 
inexpiably  offended,  kept  his  eye s 
fixed  uponjiim,  and  never  ceafed 
to  denounce  him  as  a  traitor. 

The  republicans  at  laft  obtained 
written  proof  of  his  hoftiie  de- 
figns.  With  his  ufual  imprudence, 
he  acldrefled,  to  the  Count  de  Silz, 
a  packet,  containing  abundant 
evidence  that  he  intended  to  re¬ 
commence  the  war,  as  foon  as  his 
preparations  were  matured.  The  ufe 
which,  in  the  fuperfeription,  he 
made  of  a  prohibited  title,  gave 
the  conventional  commiflioners  a 
pretext  for  opening  the  packet. 
An  order  was  inftantly  ifiued  to 
feize  him.  Though  his  friends 
gave  him  timely  information,  he 
refufed  to  avoid  the  danger ;  his 
vanity  leading  him  to  believe  that 
the  republicans  would  not  venture 
to  take  a  ftep,  which,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  would  be  the  fignal  for  their 
extermination.  He  was,  in  con- 
fequence,  arrefted  at  Rennes,  with 
M.  M.  Solihac,  Jarry  and  Dufour, 
and  fent  to  the  prifon  of  Cher¬ 
bourg.  Many  of  the  chiefs  im¬ 
mediately  fled  ;  fome  from  France, 
and  fome  to  their  diftridts,  and  the 
general  council,  eftablifhed  by  M. 
de  Puifaye,  was  thus  broken  up. 

Unfortunately,  not  a  few  of  the 
royalift  chiefs  were  unable  to 

reach 
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reach  a  place  of  fafety.  The  camp 
of  la  Prevalaye  was  fuddenly  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  republicans ;  and 
molt  of  thofe  whom  it  contained 
were  11  a ughtered.  The  Chevalier 
de  Boifhardy  was  the  next  vidiin. 
He  was  living  quietly,  under  the 
faith  of  the  treaty,  when  his  houfe 
was  affaulted  by  two  hundred  men, 
who  cut  him  to  pieces,  and  carried 
his  head  in  triumph,  on  a  pike, 
through  the  neighbouring  towns. 
His  death  was  fpecdily  followed 
by  that  of  the  Count  de  Siiz,  who, 
with  thirteen  others,  was  flain,  in 
attempting  to  open  a  paffage 
through  a  divifion  of  the  enemy. 
Such  was  the  hate  of  affairs  in  Bri- 
tanny,  at  the  moment  when  the 
fuccours,  granted  by  Great  Britain, 
were  on  the  point  of  failing  for 
the  coaft  of  France. 

At  length,  on  the  ninth  of  June, 
the  expedition  put  to  Tea.  The 
military  force  confided  of  the  regi¬ 
ments  of  D’-Hervilly,  D’Heftor, 
Du  Drefnay,  LaChatre,  Rothalier, 
and  a  corps  of  French  engineers. 
It  was  convoyed  by  three  fail  of 
the  line,  and  feveral  frigates,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  John  Borlafe 
Warren.  On  board  the  veffels  was  a 
confiderable  fupply  of  arms,  ammu¬ 
nition,  clothing,  and  ftores,  to  equip 
the  Breton  royalifts.  M,  de  Pui¬ 
faye  was  accompanied  by  the  ve¬ 
nerable  Bifliop  of  Dol,  and  by 
many  emigrants  of  dihindlion.  The 
battalions  denominated  ikeletons, 
{fill  remained  at  the  iflands  of 
Guernfey  and  Jerfey.  It  was  de- 
.figned  that  they  (hould  follow  the 
count  to  Quiberon,  after  having 
made  a  feint  on  the  northern  coaft 
of  Britanny.  If,  however,  they 
received  any  propofitions  from  St. 
Malo,  in  which  town  he  had  a 
party,  they  were  to  difembark 


there,  and  join  him  in  the  interior 
of  the  province.  But  this  he  did 
not  expert,  as  thofe  with  whom 
he  had  carried  on  his  negotiations 
had  declared  that  he  muft  he¬ 
reafter  of  Rennes,  before  they  could 
pat  him  in  poffeffion  of  St.  Malo. 

M.  de  Puifaye  had  foon  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  difcover  how  little  he 
was  to  rely  on  the  cordial  co-ope¬ 
ration  of  M.  d’Hervilly.  At  fea 
he  communicated  to  the  latter  the 
inftru&ions,  and  letter  of  fervice, 
which  he  had  received  from  the 
Britifli  minifters.  They  gave  him, 
in  language  not  eafily  to  be  mif- 
underftood,  the  fupreme  command 
over  the  troops,  in  cafe  of  a  landing 
being  effected  in  Britanny.  M. 
d’Hervilly,  neverthelefs,  contended 
that  this  was  not  the  cafe,  and  that 
he  alone  was  refponfible  to  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  employment  of  the 
emigrant  regiments.  He  likewife 
repeatedly  expreffed  his  difbelief 
that  the  landing  would  take  place 
upon  the  Breton  coaft.  Dreading 
the  confequences  of  any  apparent 
difunion,  M.  de  Puifaye  forebore 
to  affert  his  authority,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  attach  M.  d’Hervilly  to 
him  by  friendlhip  and  confidence. 

After  a  long  and  difagreeable 
paffage,  the  fleet  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  25th,  anchored  in  Qui¬ 
beron  bay.  Aimoft  immediately  on 
its  arrival,  the  Count  de  Bois-Ber- 
thelot  and  the  Chevalier  de  Tinte- 
niac  came  on  board,  to  inform  M.  de 
Puifaye  that  every  thing  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  reception  of  the  fuc¬ 
cours.  They  brought  with  them  a 
minute  and  accurate  account  of  the 
ft  ate  and  pofttion  of  the  few  re¬ 
publican  troops  in  the  diftrift, 
and  alfo  of  the  ftrength  of  the  bat¬ 
teries  along  the  coaft,  the  cannon 
qf  which,  at  any  point  which  might 

be 
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be  indicated,  the  royalifis  pledged 
themfelves  to  throw  into  vhe  Tea. 
M.  de  Puifaye,  therefore,  requeu¬ 
ed  Sir  John  Warren  to  make  the 
neceffary  arrangements  for  landing 
the  forces  ere  break  of  day.  But 
in  this  meafure  he  was  oppofed  by 
M.  d’Hervilly,  who  declared  .hat, 
as  he  was  the  refponfible  officer, 
he  would  not  confent  to  run  he 
rifk  of  a  difembarkation.  till  he 
had  himfelf  previoufly  reconnoitred 
round  the  bay,  and  thus  enabled 
himfelf  to  form  a  proper  judgment. 
It  was  in  vain  that  M.  de  Puifaye 
reprefented  to  him  that  implicit 
reliance  might  be  placed  upon  the 
report  of  the  two  officers,  and  that 
nothing,  in  the  prefen t  cafe,  was  fo 
much  to  be  feared  as  a  lofs  of  time. 
DTIervilly  was  immovable,  and 
the  count  was  compelled  to  fubmit. 
Accordingly  M.  d’Hervilly,  on 
the  following  morning,  made,  in 
a  cutter,  the  circuit  of  the  bay, 
with  a  telefcope  in  his  hand,  and 
then  returned  on  board.  This 
ceremony  was  the  more  ridiculous, 
as  from  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
it  was  impolfible  for  the  leconnoi- 
tring  general  to  perceive' the  ene¬ 
my,  even  had  they  been  encamped 
at  an  inconfiderable  diftance. 

A  council  of  war  was  now  held. 
M*  d’Hervilly  confeflcd  that  every 
thing  feemed  favourable  to  the  de- 
feent,  but  he  hated,  neverthelefs, 
his  refolution  to  vote  againft  it, 
becaufe  appearances  were  often  de- 
l  ifive.  At  length,  though  not  till 
he  had  Parted  numberlefs  futile 
objections,  finding  that  he  flood 
alone,  he  defifted  from  his  oppofi- 
tion.  The  difembarkation  was 
refolved  upon,  and  M.  M.  Tinte 
niac  and  Bois-Berthelot  were  fen 
back  to  put  their  divifions  in  motion. 

All  the  neceiTary  preparations 


having,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night, 
been  made,  the  troops,  in  two 
fucceffi  <'e  divifions,  were  landed, 
on  the  27th,  in  the  bay  T 
of  Carnac.  The  garrifon  •’uriv' 
ot  Carnac,  confiftng  of  not  *  * 
mere  thm  two  hundred  men,  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  fiiore,  as  the  firft 
divifion  approached  it,  and  made 
a  femblance  of  an  intention  to  re- 
fift.  An  irregular  filing  on  the 
left  foon,  however,  apprifcd  the 
Count  de  Puifaye  that  a  body  ol 
Chouans  was  at  hand,  and  in  pur- 
fuit  c.f  a  routed  enemy.  It  was 
the  corps  commanded  by  D’Alle- 
gre,  which  had  defeated  rhe  repub- 
lican  troops  fern  from  Landevan  and 
Auray.  As  this  corps  advanced  the 
garrifon  of  Carnac  took  flight,  and 
the  emigrants  difembarked,  with¬ 
out  firing  a  (hot.  It  was  fpeedily 
followed  by  the  divifions  of  Lan- 
tivy,  St.  Regent,  Georges,  Mer- 
cier,  and  others,  the  whole  under 
the  command  of  the  Chevalier  de 
Tinteniac  and  the  Count  de  Bois- 
Berthelot.  The  royalifts  of  the 
Morbihan  had,  on  the  preceding 
night,  guarded  all  the  paffes  which 
led  to  the  coaft,  and  had  effectually 
prevented  the  junction  of  the  Con¬ 
ventional  forces,  which  were  fcat- 
tered  in  cantonments,  at  a  diftance 
from  each  other. 

The  enthufiafm  of  the  Bretons* 
on  this  occafion,  was  unbounded. 
With  loud  (houts,  and  expreffions 
of  attachment  to  their  religion  and 
fovereign,  they  hailed  as  liberators 
the  difembarked  emigrants.  Old 
and  young,  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren,  up  to  their  knees  in  the  fand, 
harneffed  themfelves  to  the  can¬ 
non,  and  dragged  them  on  fhore. 
Many  men  fwam  to  the  boats,  to 
aftift  in  unloading  from  them  the 
chelb  of  ammunition  and  arms.  From 
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all  parts  of  the  country  the  pea- 
fants  flocked  in  crowds,  bringing 
their  cattle,  and  their  carts  filled 
with  provifions,  for  which  they 
rejected  indignantly  every  offer  of 
payment. 

DTierviily  was  apparently  the 
only  perfon  who  did  not  partake 
of  the  general  joy.  His  feelings 
were  of  a  very  different  kind,  and, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  he  more 
than  once  manifefted  them  in  a 
manner  which  was  both  ridiculous 
and  impolitic.  M.  de  Puifaye  had 
diretfted  that  as  faft  as  thecheflsof 
mufkets  were  landed,  they  lhould 
be  opened  tofupply  with  arms  thofe 
royalifls  who  had  none,  or  who  were 
badly  armed.  In  the  confufion 
incident  to  fuch  a  feene  as  the  pre¬ 
fect,  a  chefl  belonging  to  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  D’Hervilly  had  been 
opened  by  miflake,  and  a  part  of 
its  contents  had  been  diftributed 
among  the  eager  Bretons."  An 
emigrant  ferjeant  having  difeover- 
ed  the  circurn.fi:  a  nee,  authoritatively 
endeavoured  to  obtain  back  the 
mufkets,  and,  as  he  was  as  ignorant 
of  the  Breton  language  as  the  Bre¬ 
tons  were  of  French,  a  mifunder- 
ftanding  enfued  ;  the  royalifls  be¬ 
lieving  that  there  was  an  intention 
to  difarm  them,  and  the  ferjeant 
miftaking  for  grofs  infults  their 
guttural  expreffions  of  furprife  and 
anger.  Informed  of  the  difpute, 
D’Hervilly  paffionately  command¬ 
ed  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms,  and, 
under  pretence  that  the  Chouans 
meant  to  affaffinate  his  foldiers, 
he  defired  that  the  boats  might  be 
kept  in  readinefs  to  re-embark. 
Before,  however,  M.  de  Puifaye 
could  reach  the  place  of  conteft  the 
mutual  error  had  been  done  away, 
and  on  the  approach  of  the  chiefs, 
they  found  that  the  foldiers  and 
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peafantry  had  again  mingled  toge¬ 
ther,  amidil  burfls  of  laughter,  and 
loud  acclamations  of  <(  Long  live 
the  King!”  This  yvas  a  new  fubjedt 
o!  difpleafure  to  M.  d  Kervilly, 
who  preffingly  requefted  M.  de 
Puifaye  to  put  an  end  to  the  fhouts 
and  laughter,  which,  he  fa  id,  were 
fubverfive  of  difeipline.  To  this 
abfurd  requeft  M.  de  Puifaye,  who 
well  knew  the  impropriety  of 
damping  fuch  a  noble  warmth  of 
mind,  made  the  only  proper  an- 
fwer,  by  waving  his  hat  over  his 
head,  and  joining  in  the  cry  of 
“  Long  live  the  King.” 

It  might  have  been  fuppofed 
that  years  of  exile,  of  mifery,  and, 
above  all,  of  experience  how  little 
influence  drefs  has  upon  the  refult 
of  battles,  would  have  taught  every 
emigrant  the  folly  of  defpiflng 
foldiers  for  not  being  tricked  out 
in  the  gaudy  habits  of  a  parade. 
But,  unfortunately,  upon  fame 
minds  even  the  fevereft  leflfons  of 
time  and  adverflty,  produce  no 
beneficial  effedl.  As  the  Chouans 
marched  in  review  before  their  re¬ 
turned  leader,  their  tattered  clothes 
and  worn-out  (hoes,  the  honour¬ 
able  teftimonies  of  their  fidelity 
and  facrifices,  excited  the  laughter 
and  fcurrilous  wit  of  many  of  the 
new  comers.  But,  for  this  they 
were  amply  indemnified  in  another 
quarter.  Their  chiefs  were  pre- 
fented  to  Sir  John  Warren,  by  the 
Count,  and  met  with  that  cordial 
reception  which  was  defer ved  by 
their  loyalty  and  valour. 

From  thefe  officers  M.  de  Pui¬ 
faye  learned  that  Cormatin  had 
been  arrefted,  and  the  general 
council  difperfed,  by  the  repub¬ 
licans.  To  prevent  the  dan¬ 
gers  which  might  refult  from  a 
want  of  concert  and  communica¬ 
tion. 
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tion,  he  immediately  difpatched 
an  order  to  the  council  of  Morbi- 
han  to  exercife  provifionally  the 
functions  of  the  general  council* 
He  like  wife  fent  ofFinftru&ions  to 
the  divifions  of  Britanny,  Maine, 
and  Normandy  ;  and  couriers  to 
Charette,  Stofflet,  andScepeaux,  to 
urge  thofe  chiefs  to  refume  their 
arms,  without  a  moment’s  delay. 

As  M.  de  Puifaye  knew  that 
difunion  would  inevitably  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  fatal  confequences,  lie 
feized  the  earlieft  opportunity  of 
being  in  private  with  M.  d’Her- 
villy,  to  remonftrate  with  him,  in 
the  moft  friendly  language,  and  to 
conjure  him,  by  every  confidera- 
tion  of  duty,  honour,  and  intereft, 
not  to  perfift  in  a  mode  of  conduct 
fo  injurious  to  the  royal  caufe. 
He  engaged  to  do  ample  juftice  to 
his  merits,  and  even  to  attribute 
to  him  the  glory  of  any  fuccefs  ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  candidly 
declared  that,  if  amicable  remon¬ 
strance  proved  ineffectual,  he  fhould 
be  compelled  to  requeft  the  Englifh 
ministers  to  confer  the  command  on 
an  officer  of  whom  they  had  at  firft 
given  him  the  choice,  and  whom 
they  had  authorised  him  to  fend  for 
whenever  he  thought  proper.  M. 
d’Hervilly  feemed  convinced  that 
he  had  aCted  erroneoufly,  promifed 
to  comply  in  future  with  the  in- 
ftruCtions  of  the  royalift  chief,  and 
agreed  to  prepare  for  marching 
forward  on  the  enfuing  day. 

In  his  letters  to  the  Englifh  mi- 
nifter,  the  Count  de  Puifaye  for¬ 
bore  any  mention  of  the  differences 
which  had  occurred.  He  thought 
it  necefiary,  however,  to  delire 
that  the  emigrant  troops  fhould, 


in  explicit  terms,  be  put  under  his 
orders. 

M.  de  Puifaye  had  quickly  rea- 
fon  to  repent  that  he  had  placed  fo 
much  reliance  upon  the  affuranceg 
given  by  M.  d’Herviliy.  The 
latter  (fill  manifeffed  the  fame  re¬ 
fractory  fpirit.  The  news  of  the 
death  of  the  infant  king  having 
reached  the  royalift  camp,  the 
Count  ordered  the  acceffion  of 
Lewis  the  eighteenth  to  be  cele¬ 
brated,  with  all  the  religious  fo- 
lemnity  and  pomp  which  circum¬ 
stances  would  permit.  This  would, 
he  knew,  have  a  powerful  effeCt 
upon  the  minds  of  a  people  ftrongly 
attached,  as  the  Bretons  .  were, 
to  the  Catholic  religion.  He, 
therefore,  arranged  with  M. 
d’Herviliy  that,  the  whole  of  the 
royal  forceshaving  been  affembled, 
mafs  fhould  be  faid  by  the  Bifhop 
of  Dol  ;  that  the  emigrant  regi¬ 
ments  fhould  lav  afide  the  the  black 
✓ 

and  affume  the  white  cockade  ; 
that  their  colours,  bearing  three 
fleurs  de  lys,  fhould  be  confecrated  ; 
and  that,  after  an  appropriate  ora¬ 
tion  had  been  made  by  the  Bifhop, 
the  new  fovereign  fhould  be  formally 
proclaimed.  This  plan  was,  ne- 
verthelefs,  fruftrated  by  M.  d'Her- 
villy,  who  kept  back  the  emigrant 
regiments,  to  attend  a  mafs  at 
Carnac,  during  which  the  name  of 
Lewis  the  eighteenth  was  never 
mentioned.  The  excufes  which 
he  made  were  unfatisfa&ory,  and 
even  frivolous.  An  apprehenfion 
that  the  fplendour  of  the  feftiva! 
would  relax  the  difcipline  of  his- 
troops  was  among  the  number  ©T 
thefe  nugatory  excufes. 


Chaf* 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [7.9 


CHAP.  V. 

’Terrors  of  the  republicans  in  Brifetnny,  and  of  the  French  government.  The 
Committee  cf  Public  Safety  difpatch  Tallien  and  Blad ,  to  take  me  a  fures  of 
defence .  Advance  of  the  emigrants  and  Chouans .  General  inf urre  Client 

of  the  Bretons  prevented  by  the  alls  of  the  intriguing  agents.  Fool  if 
wants  of  fome  of  the  emigrants .  Hoche  f  rains  every  nerve  to  colled 
a  jufficient  force  to  meet  the  royalifls.  M.  d' He  rv  illy  neglects 
f up  port  the  Chouans  with  regular  troops  and  artillery.  Fort  Fen « 
thievre  and  the  peninfula  of  Qjiiberon  reduced .  Hoche ,  while  M.  de 
Puifaye  is  reduemg  Qjiiberon }  attacks  the  Chouans;  who  are  compelled 
to  fall  back.  Plan  of  the  Count  de  Pufaye  to  reaver  the  ground. 
It  is  frufrated  by  M.  d'  IP rv illy .  The  Chouans  retire  into  the  penm- 

fula .  Hoche  encamps  on  the  heights  of  St.  Bar  be.  The  royalifls  fail 

in  an  attempt  to  fur p rife  his  camp.  The  Count  de  Puifaye  forms 
the  prejedi  of  difodging  Hoche ,  by  attacking  his  camp  at  once  in  front 
and  rear.  Two  divijions  of  Chouans  under  M.  M.  Tinteniac  and  Jean 
fean  landed  to  join  the  royal  if s  of  the  interior  and  attack  the  rear  of  Hoche. 
Count  Sombreuil  arrives  from  England  with  a  reinforcement ,  and  brings 
letters  from  the  Britijh  minfer ,  which  remove  all  doubt  of  the  fupreme 
command  being  entrufied  to  the  Count  de  Puifaye.  The  troops  march  from  the 
Peninfula  to  attack  Hoche  in  front.  They  are  repuljed  with  fevere  lofs . 
M.  d*  Her  v  illy  mortally  wounded.  Caufes  of  the  failure  of  M .  de  Buifaye’  $ 
plan.  Operations  of  M.  Tinteniac .  His  repeated  fucceffes.  He  is  killed. 

M.  Jean  Jean’s  diviflon  difbands.  M.  de  Puifaye  fill  hopes  to  penetrate 
into  the  interior.  Succours  from  England  kept  back  by  contrary  voinds. 
Defertions  begin  to  take  place.  Two  deferters  engage  to  introduce  a  body 
of  Hoche’ s  t  roops  into  the  fort.  Hoche  is  prevailed  upon  by  Tallien  t» 
make  the  attempt.  1  he  republicans  are  admitted  into  fort  Penthievre  by 
fome  traitors  in  garrifon .  The  lofs  of  the  fort  not  know7i  for  fome  time  by 
the  Count  de  Puifaye.  He  is  compelled  to  take  me  a  fures  to  re-imbark  the 
troops.  Count  de  Sombreuil  prejfes  him  to  go  in  perfon  to  bring  aid  frc7n 
the  Britijh  /qua  dr  on.  He  reluctantly  confents ,  and  leaves  Count  de  Som¬ 
breuil  to  cover  the  retreat.  The  Britijh  vejfcls fave  great  numbers  of  the 
troops.  The  Count  de  Sombreuil  capitulates.  Sir  John  Warren  fends  art 
Jhore  to  claim  the  prif oners,  but  the  republicans  deny  that  any  capitulations 
has  been  granted.  M.  de  Puifaye  forms  a  plan  for  the  recovery  of  the 
Beninfula .  The  difcourageme7it  of  the  troops  preve7its  him  from  executing 
it.  The  prifoners  marched  to  Auray  and  V annes  by  the  republicans.  In¬ 
famous  cooiducl  of  Tallien.  Heroic  behaviour  and  death  of  the  Cou7it  de 
Sombreuil •  Majfdcre  of  all  the  emigrant  prifoners , 

THE  arrival  of  the  long  extfLl  the  Morbihan.  Such  of  the  re¬ 

ed  fuccours  excited  a  general  publican  municipal  officers  as  had 
joy  throughout  the  department  of  rendered  themfelves  obnoxious, 

either 
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either  took  flight,  or  fought  to 
obtain  protedion  from  thofe  over 
whom  they  had  lately  tyran- 
nifed.  The  tribunals,  eltabliftied 
to  try  the  Chouans,  haftened  to 
fet  at  liberty  their  prifbners. 
Auray,  evacuated  by  the  enemy, 
fent  to  the  royalift  camp  the  whole 
of  its  national  guard,  conlifting  of 
four  hundred  men.  From  L’Orient 
a  meffenger  arrived,  commiffioned 
by  a  part  of  the  garrifon,  the  na¬ 
tional  guard,  and  the  inhabitants, 
to  allure  M.  de  Ptdfaye,  that  if  he 
would  guarantee  to  them  the  pro- 
mifes  made  in  his  proclamation, 
the  gates  of  the  town  fhould  be 
opened,  and  the  white  ftandard 
hoifted,  as  foon  as  he  had  pene¬ 
trated  a  few  leagues  into  the  inte¬ 
rior  of  the  province.  He  had  already 
in  that  place  another  party,  which 
only  waited  his  approach  to  declare 
in  his  favour.  So  eaoer  were  the 

O 

peafants  to  join  the  ftandard  of 
their  fovereign  that,  in  three  days, 
not  lefs  than  feventeen  thoufand 
were  fupplied  wnh  arms. 

Among  the  republican  troops  all 
was  dejection  and  diforder.  Many 
of  the  detachments  precipitately 
fled  towards  Rennes.  Vannes, 
and  its  magazines,  were  for  afhort 
time  abandoned.  Orders  were  if- 
fued  to  evacuate  all  the  polls  be¬ 
tween  the  Viiaine  and  L’Orient, 
to  lpike  the  cannon,  and  to  fall 
back  u,)On  Quimper,  in  order  to 
cover  Breft,  which  was  confidered 
as  one  of  the  objects  of  attack. 
To  heighten  the  confufion  and 
dread,  defertions  giew  daily 
more  numerous,  and  the  deferters 
became'  the  birterell  enemies  of 
their  former  comrades. 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety 
was  itruck  with  terror  on  hearing 
that  the  difembarkation  of  the 


emigrants  was  effected.  Camcf, 
pale  and  trembling,  broke  out 
into  exclamations  of  womanilh  fear, 
as  to  the  fate  which  awaited  him. 
His  colleagues,  more  filent,  were- 
equally  alarmed.  They  did  not, 
however,  negled  the  requifite  pre¬ 
cautions  to  avert  the  danger  which 
threatened  them.  Tallien  and  Blad 
were  difpatched  to  Britanny,  to 
colled  the  means  of  defence ;  and 
the  moll  Itrenuous  exertions  were 
made  to  fecond  their  efforts. 

On  the  morning  fubfequent  to 
the  landing  of  the  troops,  the 
Count  de  Puifaye  pulhed  forward 
three  columns  of  Chouans,  each  of 
twelve  hundred  men,  under  gene¬ 
rals  Tinteniac.  Vauban,  and  Bois- 
Berthelof.  The  left  took  poll  at 
Landevan,  the  centre  at  Mendon, 
and  the  right  at  Auray.  As  the 
centre  diviflon  was  the  point  of 
retreat  for  the  others,  the  Count 
direded  it  to  be  fupported  by  two 
pieces  of  cannon  and  four  hundred 
regulars,  from  the  emigrant  regi¬ 
ments.  During  the  march  of  the 
Chouan  columns,  to  occupy  the 
afligned  positions,  their  ftrengtfl 
was  more  than  doubled  by  the 
crowds  which  flocked  to  join 
them.  Several  of  the  Chouan  di- 
vifions  were  ordered  to  return  to 
their  refpedive  diftrids,  and  to 
harafs  the  enemy,  for  the  purpofe 
of  preventing  the  jundion  of  their 
fcattered  forces. 

It  mult  be  remembered  that 
boldnefs  and  promptitude  of  ac¬ 
tion  formed  the  very  foul  of  M.  de 
Puifaye’s  plan.  Every  thing  de¬ 
pended  upon  his  rapidly  advancing 
into  the  heart  of  the  province,  and 
accomplifhing  a  fimubaneous  rifing 
of  its  entire  population.  By  this 
means  the  republican  detachments, 
infuiated  as  they  were,  would  have 

been 
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been  affailed  in  all  quarters  by 
overwhelming  multitudes ;  and, 
interdidedfrom  fuccourand  retreat, 
muft  either  have  furrendered  or 
perilled.  In  this  fituation  a  great 
number  of  them  would,  he  knew, 
come  over  to  the  ftandard  of  their 
lawful  fovereign.  All  the  maga¬ 
zines  of  the  enemy  would  likewife 
fall  into  his  hands. 

If,  at  the  outfet  of  the  enterprife, 
celerity  of  motion  was  deemed  ne- 
ceffary,  it  had  fince  been  rendered 
more  neceffary  by  the  bafe  in¬ 
triguers  who  aded  as  agents  for 
the  princes.  Thefe  men  had  fent 
orders  in  the  name  of  Lewis  the 
eighteenth,  and  had  even  forged 
the  hand  writing  of  M.  de  Puifaye 
to  other  orders,  by  which  the  lea¬ 
ders  of  the  royalift  divifions  were 
ftridly  enjoined  not  to  take  up 
arms  till  they  received  intelligence 
that  the  expedition  had  arrived  on 
the  coaft  of  Poitou.  In  obedience 
to  thefe  orders  four-fifths  of  the 
Bretons  remained  in  a  date  of  in- 
adion.  Such  would,  perhaps, 
have  been  the  cafe  in  the  Morbi- 
han  alfo,  had  not  the  agents  paid 
lefs  attention  to  that  diftrid,  under 
the  idea  that  the  attempt  to  land 
would  be  made  in  a  diredly  oppo- 
fite  quarter.  The  reafon  of  this 
inadivity  M.  de  Puifaye  was  un¬ 
able  to  conjedure  ;  but  he  was 
convinced  that  his  appearance  in 
the  midft  of  the  province,  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  would  be  the 
fignal  of  general  infurredion.  He, 
therefqre,  flrongly  preffed  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  emigrant  regiments 
to  move  onward,  without  an  hour’s 
delay. 

M.  d’Hervilly,  milled  by  his 
fecret  inftrudions,  manifeded  no 
difpofition  to  comply  with  the  de¬ 
fire  of  M.  de  Puifaye.  In  this  he 
Vol,  XXXVIII. 
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was,  though  from  different  mo¬ 
tives,  but  too  well  feconded  by 
fome  of  the  emigrants.  Thefe 
gentlemen  difcovered  that  they  had 
numerous  wants,  which  mud  be 
fupplied  before  they  could  take  the 
field.  They  wanted  faddle  horfes, 
baggage  horfes,  and  a  thoufand  ac¬ 
commodations,  which  were  not  to 
be  obtained.  They  had  enrolled 
themfelves,  they  told  M.  de  Pui¬ 
faye,  to  make  war  in  a  regular 
way,  and  not  in  the  dyle  of  the 
Chouans.  At  the  fame  time  they 
treated  the  brave  and  honed  Chou¬ 
ans  as  beings  every  way  inferior 
to  themfelves.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  Count  allured  them  that, 
by  aiding  with  vigour,  they  might 
feize  the  magazines  of  the  enemy, 
and  procure  thofe  comforts  which 
they  fo  highly  valued.  They  con- 
fidered  his  language  as  a  proof 
that  he  was  utterly  ignorant  of 
military  affairs. 

Unfortunately  for  the  ivoyal 
caufe,  the  republicans  were  neither 
fo  delicate  nor  fo  dilatory.  Hoche, 
their  indefatigable  and  ardent  lea¬ 
der,  fpeedily  recovered  from  the 
terror  which  had  been  infpired  by 
the  landing  of  the  emigrants.  Col- 
leding  two  thoufand  men,  he  re¬ 
entered  Vannes,  fummoned  aid 
from  all  quarters,  and  omitted  no¬ 
thing  which  vigour  and  vigilance 
could  fugged,  to  put  a  dop  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  invading  enemy. 
All  his  talent  and  activity,  how¬ 
ever,  would  probably  have  been 
fruitlefsly  exerted,  had  the  condud: 
of  his  antagonids  been  governed 

by  wifdom. 

¥ 

The  Chouans  of  the  Morbihan 
had  been  trained,  and  organized 
into  bands,  at  a  later  period  than 
thofe  of  the  other  parts  of  Bri- 
tanny.  Of  courfe,  though  braver 
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and  enthufiaflic,  they  flood  in  need 
of  fupport  when  brought  into  the 
field  againft  veteran  troops,  pro¬ 
vided  with  artillery.  We  have 
feen  that  a  detachment,  with  can¬ 
non,  from  the  emigrant  regiments, 
was  directed  to  proceed  to  Men- 
don,  to  flrengthen  the  advanced 
guard.  This  detachment,  either 
from  negligence  or  defign,  was 
not  fent ;  and  the  Chouans,  dif- 
gufled  already  by  the  language  and 
manners  of  the  new  comers,  felt 
irritated  and  difcouraged  by  the 
omiffion.  General  Bois-Berthelot 
was,  in  confequence,  obliged  to 
evacuate  Auray,  and  retire  to  Lo- 
maria  en  Plumel.  M.  d’Hervilly 
having  again  promifed  that  the  de¬ 
tachment  fhouid  be  furnifhed,  M. 
de  Puifaye  ordered  Bois-Berthelot 
to  retake  Auray,  and  maintain  his 
ground  in  that  place.  The  Chou¬ 
ans  executed  this  talk  with  great 
gallantry.  They  drove  out  the 
republicans,  and  took  feveral  pri- 
foners  ;  but  not  learning  that  the 
regular  troops  were  arrived  at 
Mendon,  they  declared  themfelves 
betrayed,  and  once  more  fell  back 
to  Lomaria.  The  troops  had,  in 
reality,  been  fent,  though  no  intel¬ 
ligence  of  their  march  had  been 
given  to  the  divifion  at  Auray. 

As  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  obtain  immediate  poffeflion  of  a 
port  to  receive  the  expected  rein¬ 
forcements  from  England,  and  as 
the  negotiation  for  L’Orient  could 
not  yet  be  brought  to  a  termina¬ 
tion,  M.  de  Puifaye  refolved  to 
rnake  himfelf  mailer  of  the  penin- 
fula  ofQuiberon.  This  peninfula, 
which  forms  one  fide  of  the  bay  of 
Quiberon,  contains  two  fmall  vil¬ 
lages,  and  feveral  trifling  hamlets, 
and  is  about  four  miles  long,  and 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  wide.  It 
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is  joined  to  the  main  land  by  a 
very  narrow  neck  of  land,  called 
the  Falaife,  a  league  in  length. 
At  the  junction  of  the  Falaife  with 
the  peninfula,  and  covering  the 
whole  width  of  the  neck,  Hands 
Fort  Penthievre,  which,  on  the 
land  fide  is  tolerably  fortified. 
The  garrifon  confided  of  feven  hun¬ 
dred  men,  unfurnifhed  with  provi- 
fions,  and  many  of  them  well  af- 
fedled  to  the  royal  caufe,  to  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  peninfula 
were  all  devoted. 

When  the  attack  was  propofed 
to  M.  d’Hervilly,  he  objedled  the 
want  of  a  battering  train.  But 
M.  de  Puifaye  having  laughed1  to 
fcorn  the  idea  of  a  ftege,  and  inti¬ 
mated  that  he  could  reduce  the  fort 
with  the  Chouans  alone,  M. 
d’Hervilly  agreed  to  take  a  fhare 
in  the  fervice. 

The  weather  being  unfavourable, 
the  attack  was  deferred  till  the 
morning  of  the  fourth  of  July.  It 
was  arranged  that  M.  de  Puifaye 
fhouid  difembark  on  the  peninfula 
with  a  hundred  and  fifty  Englifh 
marines,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  of  the  loyal  emigrant  regi¬ 
ment,  and  two  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  Chouans,  and  march  towards 
Fort  Penthievre,  while  M.  d’Her¬ 
villy,  with  the  emigrant  regi¬ 
ments,  advanced  along  the  Falaife. 
The  fhips  were  moored  in  proper 
pofitions  to  extinguifh  the  fire  of 
the  batteries.  No  refiftance,  how¬ 
ever,  was  made,  and  the  Chouans 
landed  and  reached  the  fort,  with¬ 
out  a  fhot  having  been  fired. 

The  governor  of  the  fort  had, 
meanwhile,  had  an  interview  with 
M.  d’Hervilly,  and  perfuaded  him 
to  engage  that,  as  far  as  lay  in  bis 
power,  a  favourable  capitulation 
fhouid  be  granted.  When  the  ar¬ 
ticles 
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tides  were  prefented  to  the  Count 
to  be  ratified,  he  refufed  to  liften 
to  them,  and  infilled  upon  uncon¬ 
ditional  furrender.  “  Subjects,” 
he  told  the  republican  officer, 
“  could  not  capitulate  with  their 
ft  fovereign,  but,  as  his  children, 
<c  they-  might  hope  every  thing 
(t  from  his  clemency.”  He  then 
gave  the  governor  five  minutes  to 
deliberate,  declaring  that,  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  he  fnould  have 
recourfe  to  an  aflVult.  The  gates 
were  immediately  thrown  open. 
On  his  entrance  the  Count  ad- 
dreffed  the  garrifon,  promifing  to 
receive,  as  brothers,  thofe  who 
would  rally  round  the  ftandard  of 
their  fovereign,  and  to  confider  as 
prifoners  of  war,  and  to  treat  with 
kindnefs,  thofe  whom  apprehenfion 
for  the  fate  of  their  families  and 
friends  might,  at  this  moment, 
prevent  from  following  the  didates 
of  loyalty.  Tour  hundred  men 
inftantly  ranged  themfelves  on  his 
fide,  and  the  remainder  avowed 
that  they  would  willingly  do  the 
fame,  were  they  not  dererred  by 
the  fears  to  which  he  alluded. 
Two  of  the  prifoners  were  fet  at 
liberty  by  the  royal  ill  chief,  and 
lent  into  the  interior,  to  make 
known  to  their  comrades  the 
treatment  which  they  had  met 
with. 

As  foon  as  the  fort  was  in  the 
power  of  the  royalifts,  the  Britifh 
and  French  flags  were  hoifted  upon 
its  walls.  In  compliment  to  the 
Englifh,  M.  de  Puifaye  requefted 
that  a  detachment  of  marines  from 
the  fleet  might  mount  the  firft 
guard.  He  then  gave  orders  for 
the  eredion  of  fuch  works  as  were 
needful  to  flrengthen  the  weak  part 
of  the  fort,  and  fecure  his  conqueft. 
This  donq,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Pitt 


and  Mr. Windham,  to  apprife  them 
of  his  fuccefs,  and  to  prefs  the  in- 
flant  difpatch  of  a  Britifh  army, 
to  enfure  the  triumph  of  the  royal 
caufe.  Six  thoufand  infantry,  and 
at  lead  fix  hundred  cavalry,  was 
the  force  which  he  required.  He 
afked  too  for  money,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  for  arms,  but  above  all 
things  he  emphatically  and  re¬ 
peatedly  recommended  that  what¬ 
ever  was  refolved  upon  fhould  be 
carried  into  execution  with  the 
utmoft  celerity.  If  they  fulFered 
not  a  moment  to  be  loft,  they 
would,  he  told  them,  complete 
their  work,  and  be  the  faviours  of 
France. 

The  acquifition  of  the  peninfula 
was,  however,  heavily  counter¬ 
balanced  by  lofs  in  another  quar¬ 
ter.  While  M.  de  Puifaye  was 
engaged  in  reducing  the  peninfula, 
Hoche,  who  had  now  colle&ed  fix 
thoufand  men,  made  a  furious  at¬ 
tack  on  the  right  and  left  of  the 
Chouan  line,  at  Lomaria  and  Lan- 
devan.  M.  d’Hervilly  having 
unwifely  withdrawn  the  regulars 
and  cannon  from  Mendon,  to  co¬ 
operate  againft  Fort  Penthievre, 
the  Chouans,  thus  aflailed  by  dif- 
ciplined  troops,  and  feveral  pieces 
of  artillery,  were  unable  to  main¬ 
tain  their  ground.  One  of  the  di- 
vifions  was  broken  and  put  to 
flight ;  the  other  retired  in  good 
order ;  and  the  whole  fell  back 
upon  Mont  St.  Michel  and  Plumel. 
The  centre  and  left,  on  the  day 
after  the  next,  continued  their  re¬ 
treat  to  St.  Barbe  and  Carnac. 
The  enemy  then  advanced  to  Plu¬ 
mel. 

It  being  of  the  utmoft  impor¬ 
tance  to  recover  the  ground  which 
had  thus  been  loft,  the  Count  de 
Puifaye  ftrer.uoufly  prefled  M. 
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d’Hervilly  to  co-operate  in  mea- 
fures  for  its  recovery.  The  treat¬ 
ment  which  the  Chouans  had  re¬ 
ceived,  having  impreffed  them 
with  the  iclea  that  they  were  be¬ 
trayed  by  the  emigrants,  the  Count 
deemed  it  imprudent  to  place  them 
in  the  front  of  the  attack;  and  he, 
therefore,  propofed  that  ten  thou- 
fand  of  them  {hould  form  the  fe- 
cond  line,  while  the  fir  ft  {hould  be 
compofed  of  the  regiment  of  M. 
d’Hervilly  and  that  of  Loyal  Emi¬ 
grants.  In  this  prcpofal  M. 
d’Hervilly  pretended  to  acquiefce. 
So  far,  however,  was  it  from  his 
intention  to  a<ft  vigoroufly,  that 
he  had,  on  che  contrary,  refolved 
to  withdraw  his  troops  into  the 
peninfula,  and  had,  in  cenfequence, 
iffued  orders  relative  to  the  diftri- 
butien  of  their  quarters.  The 
royalift  leader,  on  his  return  from 
reconnoitring  the  enemy,  prepara¬ 
tory  to  the  intended  attack,  found, 
with  no  lefs  indignation  than  afto- 
nifhment,  M.  d’Hervilly  at  the 
head  of  the  troops,  in  full  retreat 
towards  Fort  Penthievre.  The 
only  anfwer  which  he  could  obtain 
to  his’  enquiries  as  to  the  caufe  of 
this  retreat,  confided  ofinveftives 
and  infulting  fpeeches,  equally 
falfe  and  brutal,  againft  the  Chou¬ 
ans.  Nor  was  this  all.  As  if 
their  retrogade  movement  had 
given  them  a  right  to  fuperior  ac¬ 
commodation,  fome  of  the  officers 
of  the  regulars  infifted  upon  feizing 
the  quarters  affigned  to  a  divifion 
©f  Chouans,  which  was  at  work  on 
the  fortifications.  But  this  the 
Count  de  Puifaye  very  properly 
refufed  to  fuffer.  If- one  part  of 
the  troops  mud  encamp  in  the  open 
air,  it  was,  he  told  them,  more 
proper  that  the  hardfhip  fhoiild  be 
encountered  by  thofe  who  were 
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paid  for  their  exertions,  than  by 
thofe  who  facrificed  eafe,  fortune, 
and  family,  andexpofed  their  lives 
from  the  moftdi  fi  nterefted  motives. 
This  well-merited  feproof  gave 
great  offence  to  thofe  by  whom  it 
was  received. 

This  retreat  was  productive  of 
the  fatal  confequences  which  were 
naturally  to  be  expeded  from  it. 
The  news  fpeedily  reached  the 
Chouans  at  St.  Barbe  and  Carnac, 
and  confirmed  the  fufpicion  and 
difguft  which  they  felt  of  their  new 
allies,  againft  whofe  cowardice 
and  treachery  they  now  poured 
forth  a  thoufand  imprecations.  At 
this  critical  moment  Hoche  appear¬ 
ed  advancing.  The  Chouans  re¬ 
fufed  to  engage,  unlefs  they  were 
fupported  by  a  fmall  regular  de¬ 
tachment,  with  two  pieces  of  can¬ 
non  ;  and,  as  this  reinforcement 
could  not  be  procured,  their  lea¬ 
ders,  the  Count  de  Vauban,  and 
M.  M.  Georges,  Mercier,  and 
D’Allegre,  were  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  falling  back  to  the  penin¬ 
fula.  As  the  republicans  moved 
forward  they  indulged  themfelves 
in  thofe  cruelties  for  which  they 
had  long  been  famous.  Happily, 
their  vidims  were  not  nume¬ 
rous.  The  peafantry,  on  their 
approach,  had  taken  flight.  More 
than  ten  thoufand  individuals,  of 
both  fexes,  had  abandoned  their 
houfes,  and  hurried  in  the  wildeft 
diforder  to  feck  a  refuge  in  the 
peninfula  of  Quiberon.  The  few 
women  and  children  who  lingered 
behind  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  the 
dwellings  were  fet  on  fire.  The 
Chouan  divifions,  meanwhile,  con¬ 
tinued  their  retreat,  which  lafled 
three  hours,  flowly  and  in  excel¬ 
lent  order,  though  in  the  face 
of  tile  enemy,  who  were  unable  to 
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make  the  flighted:  impreffion  on 
them.  When  they  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  fort  Penthievre,  they  found 
that  the  gates  had  been  barbaroufty 
fhut  againft  the  terrified  and  im¬ 
ploring  multitude.  Driven  a  1  moil 
to  madnefs  by  the  fight  before 
them,  they  rufhed  towards  the 
works,  tore  up  the  pallifades,  and 
in  an  inftant  forced  their  way  into 
the  fort,  and  admitted  their  unfor¬ 
tunate  countrymen,  Hoche  took 
poll  on  the  heights  of  St.  Barbe, 
and  thus  interdicted  all  communi¬ 
cation  between  the  peninfula  and 
the  interior  of  Britanny. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  rage 
of  the  royalift  leaders,  on  being 
abandoned  in  fuch  a  fhameful  man¬ 
ner.  The  Count  de  Puifaye,  how¬ 
ever,  though  equally  indignant 
with  themfelves,  had,  more  com¬ 
mand  over  his  temper,  and  he  not 
only  fuceeeded  in  calming  their 
anger,  but,  by  appealing  to  their 
pride  and  courage,  prevailed  on 
them  to  confent  to  an  immediate 
attack  upon  Hoche,  who  was  not 
yet  entrenched,  and  who,  lulled 
into  a  falfe  fecurity  by  his  recent 
fuccefs,  had  neglecled  to  take  the 
ufual  precautions  againft  a  1'urprife. 
On  being  told  that,  if  he  refufed  his 
aid,  the  Chou-ans  would  attack 
without  it,  M.  d’Hervilly  agreed 
that  the  .regular  trcqps  fhould  lend 
their  afliftance. 

At  half- pa  ft  two  in  the  morning, 
the  royalift  advanced  guard  pene¬ 
trated,  undifcovered,  into 
_  the  hoftile  camp,  where  its 
-  ’  appearance  Ip  read  the  ut- 

moft  confufion.  The  Chouans, 
charged  gallantly,  with  cries  of 
“  Long  live  the  King but  their 
prog  refs  was  ftopped  by  the  bra¬ 
very  ol  a  republican  corps.  Had 
they,  never  chelefs,  been  feconded, 


there  is  little  doubt  that  the  enemy 
would  have  fuftained  a  defeat* 
But  the  opportunity  was  thrown 
away  by  M.  d '  Her  v  illy.  One  of 
the  companies  of  his  regiment  fell* 
as  it  advanced,  into  a  momentary 
diforder,  from  which  it  inftantly 
recovered,  and  thefoldiers  earnefl- 
ly  requefted  to  be  led  to  the  charge. 
The  momentary  diforder  he  made 
a  pretext  for  ordering  a  retreat, 
which  it  became  neceffary  to  con¬ 
tinue,  as  before  the  Count  de  PuL 
faye  was  informed  of  what  M. 
d’Herviily  had  done,  the  army  of 
Hoche  had  got  under  arms.,  all  its 
batteries  were  opened,  and  any 
further  attempt  upon  it  was  evi¬ 
dently  hopelefs.  The  retreat  was 
effefled  without  moleftation. 

This  attack  operated  as  a  warn¬ 
ing  to  Hoche,  who  immediately 
began  to  cover  his  camp  with  for¬ 
midable  entrenchments.  At  the 
fame  time  he  fent  orders  to  the 
troops  in  all  parts  of  the  province 
to  join  him  by  forced  marches* 
His  intention  was  to  make  a  vigo¬ 
rous  effort  to  recover  the  peninfula, 
before  its  defenders  had  received 
fuch  reinforcements  as  would  ren¬ 
der  the  enterprife  impracticable. 

The  royalifts,  on  their  fide, 
took  fome  meafures  of  precaution. 
The  engineers  had  already  guaran¬ 
tied,  for  fix  weeks,  the  fafety  of 
the  peninfula.  Additional  works 
were  marked  out,  to  flrengthen 
the  fort,  but  they  were  carried  on 
flowly  ;  the  regular  troops  leaving 
to  the  Chouans  the  whole  talk  of 
their  erection.  Sir  John  Warren, 
on  the  contrary,  fpared  no  exer¬ 
tions  for  the  benefit  of  the  royal 
caufe,  and  his  example  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  all  the  officers  of  his 
fquadron. 

To  confine  himfelf,  however, 
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within  the  narrow  limits  of  the 
peninfula  was  not  the  defign  of  t  he 
Count  de  Puifaye.  He  was  fully 
determined  to  open  himfelf  a  paf- 
fage  into  the  interior  of  Britanny. 
The  Chouans,  too,  were  not  lefs 
eager  than  their  general  to  quit 
their  prefent  mortifying  fituation. 
A  plan  of  attack  to  dillodge  the 
enemy  was  accordingly  drawn  up  by 
the  Count.  It  was  well  combined, 
and  appeared  to  promife  complete 
fuccefs,  if  faithfully  executed. 
The  pofttion  of  Hoche,  on  the 
heights  of  St.  Barbe,  ftrong  by  na¬ 
ture,  and  rendered  ftronger  by  art, 
it  was  almoft  impoffibie  to  force  by 
an  aflault  in  front,  but  in  the  rear 
it  was  open,  and  eafily  afl'ailable. 
The  Count,  therefore,  propofed  to 
fall,  at  the  fame  moment,  upon  its 
rear  with  twenty  thoufand  roy¬ 
al  i  ft  s,  and  upon  its  front  with  the 
troops  from  the  peninfula.  Hoche, 
thus  placed  between  two  fires, 
would,  he  hoped,  fuffer  an  irrepa¬ 
rable  defeat.  M.  d’Hervilly,  flat¬ 
tered  with  the  idea  of  being  the 
means  of  gaining  a  fplendid  victory, 
approved  of  the  project,  and  pro- 
mi  fed  to  ftrain  every  nerve  to  carry 
it  into  effed. 

It  was  agreed  that,  on  the  night 
of  the  tenth,  general  Tin  teniae, 
accompanied  by  generals  D’ Alle¬ 
gro,  Georges,  and  Mercier,  with 
three  thoufand  five  hundred ’Chou¬ 
ans,  and  a  company  of  the  Loyal 
Emigrant  regiment,  fhould  fail 
from  Quiberon,  and  land  at  St. 
Jacques,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
bay  of  Morbihan  ;  while  another 
corps,  of  three  thoufand  Chouans, 
commanded  by  the  generals  Jean 
Jean  and  the  Count  of  Lantivy, 
Jhould  difembark  at  the  mouth  of 
tliQ  river  Ouimperie,  to  the  north 


of  L’Orient.  The  latter  corps 
was  ordered  to  detach  feven  hun¬ 
dred  men  to  Quimper,  to  liberate 
fifteen  hundred  Englifh  prifoners, 
who  were  confined  in  that  place, 
with  fcarcely  any  guard.  The 
two  divifions  were  to  rally  round 
them,  on  their  route,  all  the  roy¬ 
al  ifts  of  the  diftrift,  nearly  thirty 
thoufand  in  number,  form,  on  the 
fourteenth,  a  jundlion  at  Baud; 
occupy  the  forefts  of  Camors  and 
Lanvaux  ;  and,  on  the  night  of  the 
fifteenth,  encamp  at  the  diftance 
of  a  league  from  the  pofition  of 
Hoche.  Before  fun  rife  on  the 
fixteenth,  they  were  to  attack  the 
rear  of  the  republican  general, 
while  all  the  forces  in  the  penin¬ 
fula  made  a  vigorous  aflault  on  his 
front. 

While  preparations  were  mak¬ 
ing  for  their  departure,  the  Chou- 
an  chiefs  warmly  prefled  the  Count 
to  accompany  them.  He  would 
perifh,  they  told  him,  fhould  the 
pending  expedition  prove  unfuc- 
cefsful,  and  it  was  his  duty  topre- 
ferve  himfelf  for  his  army  and 
his  party.  But  honourable  feel¬ 
ings  prevented  him  from  yielding 
to  their  folicitations  and  his  own 
inclination.’  I  have  led  the  emi¬ 
grants  hither,  he  anfwered,  and  if 
they  are  doomed  to  perifh,  I  muft 
perifh  with  them. 

The  divifion  under  the  Chevalier 
Tinteniac  failed  at  the  appointed 
time,  and  was  fafely  landed  at  St. 
Jacques.  Immediately  on  its 
landing,  it  routed  a  republican 
corps  of  eight  hundred  men,  which 
had  four  pieces  of  artillery.  It  then 
continued  its  march.  From  the 
fcarcity  of  frnall  craft,  the  divifion 
led  by  Jean  Jean  did  not  fail  till 
twenty. four  hours  after  that  of 
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Tinteniac.  The  difembarkation 
was  completed  without  the  flighted: 
©ppofition. 

The  Count  de  Chatillon  was 
put  on  thore  with  the  divifion  of 
Tinteniac,  to  proceed  to  the  army 
of  the  yifcount  de  Scepeaux,  for 
the  purpofe  of  inducing  the  chiefs 
to  put  their  troops  immediately  in 
motion.  Officers  were  likewife 
difpatched,  with  the  fame  intent, 
to  Stofflet  and  Charette. 

On  the  fame  night  that  the 
troops  failed,  a  Tally  was  made 
from  the  peninfula,  by  a  body  of 
regulars  and  Chouans.  The  ob- 
jeft  of  it  was  to  difconcert  Hoche, 
who  was  fa  id  to  be  on  the  point 
of  attacking  the  royalifts.  This 
objeft  was  attained.  The  enemy 
were  driven  from  the  advanced 
camp,  and  fuftained  fome  lofs.  On 
this  occaiion,  as  on  a  former,  the 
Count  de  Puifaye  had  a  narrow 
efcape,  his  horfe  having  been 
wounded  under  him. 

In  the  interval  of  time  between 
the  formation  and  execution  of  the 
plan,  fome  reinforcements  arrived 
from  England  .  They  confided  of  the 
remainder  of  the  legions  of  Rohan, 
Salm,  Damas,  Beon,  and  Perigord, 
about  eleven  hundred  men,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  young  and  gallant 
Count  Charles  Sombreuil,  who, 
though  on  the  eve  of  matriage,  had 
quitted, at  the  call  of  duty,  theobjeft 
of  his  affeftion.  The  Count  land¬ 
ed  on  the  fifteenth,  and  had  an  in¬ 
terview  with  the  Count  de  Puifaye, 
He  brought  letters  from  the  Bri- 
tifli  miniflry,  which  left  M.  d’Her- 
villy  no  longer  room  to  conteft  the 
authority  of  the  royalift  leader. 
They  gave  to  M.  de  Puifaye  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-general  in  the 
Britifh  fervice,  and  declared  that 
$he  regular  troops  were  placed  en¬ 


tirely  under  his  orders.  M.d’Her- 
villy,  with  every  appearance  of 
fincerity,  expreffed  his  regret  that 
the  letters  had  not  been  fooner  re¬ 
ceived;  and,  from  that  moment, 
far  from  giving  any  eaufe  of  com¬ 
plaint,  he  was  anxious  only  to  ma, 
nifelt  his  bravery  and  zeal. 

To  delay  the  attack  till  the  re¬ 
inforcements  could  be  difembarked- 
Was  impoffible,  as  there  was  not 
time  to  fend  a  courier  to  the  roy¬ 
alifts,  under  Tinteniac  and  Jean 
Jean,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
hours,  were  to  affail  the  rear  of 
Hoche.  Count  Sombreuil,  how¬ 
ever,  requefted  to  aft  with  the 
troops  from  the  peninfula,  and  his 
requefl  was  granted.  To  add, 
during  the  approaching  ftruggle, 
to  the  embarraffment  of  the  enemy, 
it  was  fettled  that  a  diverfion  fhould 
be  made,  by  a  divifion.  under  the 
Count  de  Vauban.  This  divifion, 
confiding  of  two  thoufand  Chou¬ 
ans,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  Eng- 
lifh  marines,  fupported  by  fome 
gun  boats,  was  to  land  at  St.  Cle¬ 
ment,  furprife  the  republican  poll 
there,  carry  a  battery  on  the  fliore, 
and  then  move  againft  the  left  of  the 
camp  of  St.  Barbe.  The  corps 
being  compofed  folely  of  peafants 
recently  armed,  the  defeent  was  to 
be  effefted  during  the  night ;  and 
the  corps  was  ordered  to  retire,  in 
cafe  it  found  the  republicans  on 
their  guard,  A  rocket  was  to  be 
the  fignal  of  its  having  landed  ; 
a  fecond  rocket  the  fignal  that  it 
had  re-imbarked. 

Full  of  hope,  the  troops  in  the 
•  peninfula,  to  the  number  of  two 
thoufand  regulars  and  fixteen  hun¬ 
dred  Chouans,  marched  in  four 
columns,  two  hours  before  T  . 
day-light,  to  the  affault  of 
the  enemy’s  lines.  The  * 
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regulars  were  led  by  M.  d’Her- 
villy,  the  Chouans  by  the  Cheva¬ 
lier  de  St.  Pierre,  and  the  Duke 
de  Levis.  The  Count  de  Puifaye 
was  at  the  head  of  the  whole.  As 
the  columns  pafled  along  the  Fa- 
laife,  or  narrow  iftbmus  of  fand, 
they  faw  the  fignal  which  announc¬ 
ed  the  landing  of  the  Count  de 
Vauban.  A  fhort  halt  was  made,  to 
watch  for  a  fecond  rocket,  but  as 
a  fecond  did  not  appear,  the  gene¬ 
rals  concluded  that  the  Count  de 
Vauban  was  in  full  march  againft 
the  enemy.  It  was  now  light, 
and  fome  diforder  which  was  foon 
vifible  on  the  enemy’s  left,  and  a 
firing  which  was  heard  at  a  dif- 
tance,  convinced  them  that  Vauban 
and  Tinteniac  had  commenced  the 
afiaulf.  The  columns,  therefore, 
moved  rapidly  forward.  The  re¬ 
publican  advanced  polls,  at  the 
foot  of  the  heights,  were  driven  in 
diforder  to  the  entrenchments, 
which  were  conh ruffed  midway  on 
the  defcent,  and  furnilhed  with  a 
formidable  artillery.  The  royalifts 
entered  the  lines,  but  they  had 
fcatcely  entered,  before  a  fquadron 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  fell  back, 
and  unmalked  two  batteries,  which 
opened  a  mod  deftru&ive  fire  on 
the  front  and  flank  of  the  columns, 
into  which  bombs,  howitzer  (hells, 
grape  {hot,  and  mufketry  were 
poured  without  intermiflion .Whole 
ranks  were  carried  away  at  each 
difcharge.  The  royalifts,  never- 
thelefs,  were  unfhaken  ;  they  even 
perflfted  in  pufhing  onward.  To 
proceed,  however,  would  have 
been  madnefs,  as  no  figns  appeared 
that  Tinteniac  had  fallen  on  the 
rear  of  Hoche.  A  retreat  was  or¬ 
dered  by  the  Count  de  Puifaye. 
Unfortunately,  at  the  moment  when 
he  was  preparing  to  obey  this  or¬ 


der,  M.  d’Hervilly  was  mortally 
wounded  by  a  grape  fhot,  and  the 
officers  whom  he  had  fent  to  the 
columns  on  the  right  was  killed. 
By  thefe  accidents  the  columns  on 
the  right  were  expofed  a  while 
longer  to  the  enemy’s  cannon.  The 
retreat  was,  at  length,  effe&ed, 
and,  in  fpite  of  all  the  difcouraging 
circumftances,  was  conducted  in 
good  order,  as  well  by  the  Chouans 
as  by  the  regulars.  It  was  con- 
fiderably  favoured  by  the  activity 
of  .Sir  John  Warren,  who,  on 
perceiving  the  difaflrous  turn 
which  the  conteft  had  taken, 
lent  his  gun  boats  to  anchor  near 
the  (bore,  and  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  enemy.  He,  likewife, 
prudently  difpatched  a  detachment, 
under  Captain  Keats,  to  man  the 
works  in  front  of  Fort  Penthievre. 

On  this  fatal  day,  the  lofs  of  the 
royalifts  was  greac.  Fifty-three 
officers,  out  of  feventy-two,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  regiment  of  marine, 
were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
The  regiment  of  Dudrefnay  Offer¬ 
ed  as  much.  The  other  regiments, 
and  the  Chouans,  were  not  equally 
unfortunate,  but  their  lofs  was  far 
from  inconflderable.  Several  hun¬ 
dred  private  men  were  among  the 
flain. 

Various  caufes  concurred  to  pro¬ 
duce  this  calamitous  event.  Hoche 
had  received  from  deferters  full 
information  of  the  intended  attack 
upon  his  front,  and  had  prepared 
accordingly  to  receive  the  royalifts. 
The  Count  de  Vauban,  too,  did  not 
fail  from  Ouiberon  sufficiently  early 
to  reach  the  (bore  before  day -light. 
He  was  obliged  to  reimbark,  and 
he  gave,  in  confequence,  the  fignal 
agreed  on.  The  rifing  fun  pre¬ 
vented  the  flight  of  the  fecond 
rocket  from  being  feen  by  his 

friends 
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friends  on  the  ifthmus.  But,  it 
is  highly  probable  that,  neither 
the  intelligence  given  by  the  defer- 
ters,  nor  the  retreat  of  the  Count 
de  Vauban,  would  have  faved  the 
army  of  Hoche  from  captivity  or 
deft ru<ft ion,  had  the  royalifts  under 
Tinteniac  and  Jean  Jean,  attacked 
the  rear  of  the  camp  of  St.  Barbe. 

Thofe  two  chiefs  did  not  exe¬ 
cute  their  part,  the  moft  impor¬ 
tant  part,  of  the  enterprife.  They 
were  prevented  by  the  fatal  influ¬ 
ence  of  thofe  men  who  aded  as 
agents  for  Lewis  the  eighteenth. 
No  fooner  had  Tinteniac  landed  at 
St.  Jacques,  than  he  received  pofi- 
tive  orders,  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  to  proceed  to  Elven,  where 
further  orders  would  be  tranfmitted 
to  him.  Though  Elven  was  out 
of  the  line  of  march  traced  for  him, 
he  refolved  to  move  to  that  place, 
as  his  doing  fo  would  afford  him  an 
opportunity  of  joining  the  divifton 
of  the  Chevalier  de  Silz,  which 

was  three  thoufand  ftrong.  After 

<2> 

feveral  Ikirmilhes,  in  all  of  which 
they  were  vidorious,  the  Cheva¬ 
liers  Tinteniac  and  Silz  arrived  at 
Elven,  and  cut  in  pieces  the  whole 
of  the  garrifon.  There,  Tinte¬ 
niac  was  informed  that  the  bearers 
of  the  inftrudions  waited  for  him 
at  Coetlegon,  a  diftance  of  ten 
leagues.  Hoping,  probably,  that 
he  could  return  towards  the  coaft 
in  time  to  execute  the  plan  of  the 
Count  de  Puifaye,  he  direded  his 
march  on  Coetlegon.  At  Joffelin 
he  loft  feveral  hours  in  an  attempt, 
though  he  had  no  artillery,  to  make 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  caftle,  into 
which  the  garrifon  of  the  town 
had  retired.  He  was  compelled 
to  withdraw,  and  was  followed  by 
the  republicans,  whom,  however, 
he  completely  defeated.  A  hoftile 


corps  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  ported 
at  La  Trinite,  to  flop  his  progrefs, 
was  likewife  utterly  routed,  and 
loft  three  hundred  men.  When  he 
arrived  at  Coetlegon,  he  found 
there  feveral  females,  the  emifla- 
ries  of  the  agents,  who  defired  to 
have  a  private  interview  with  him 
and  the  Vifcount  de  Pontbellanger, 
one  of  the  emigrant  officers,  by 
whom  he  was  accompanied.  While 
the  emiflaries  and  the  royalift 
chief  were  at  dinner,  the  Chouan 
columns  were  attacked.  Tinte¬ 
niac,  on  hearing  the  firing,  haften- 
ed  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  men.  The  enemy  had  already 
been  repulfed  by  Georges,  D’Alle- 
gre,  and  Mercier,  but  one  of  the 
republican  lharp-fhooters,  lurking 
behind  a  hedge,  took  aim  at  Tin¬ 
teniac,  and  killed. him  on  the  fpot. 
The  royal  party  thus  loft  a  chief 
of  indefatigable  activity,  unbound¬ 
ed  zeal,  high  talents,  and  diftin- 
guilhed  bravery.  On  the  death  of 
Tinteniac,  the  Vifcount  de  Pont¬ 
bellanger,  who  was  in  the  fecret 
of  the  agents,  contrived  to  obtain 
the  command,  and  immediately  if. 
fued  orders  for  marching  to  the 
bay  of  St.  Brieuc,  to  join,  as  hefaid, 
the  corps  denominated  fkeletons, 
which  were  to  be  fent  to  that  bay 
from  Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  by  the 
Britifh  government.  The  devia¬ 
tion  of  Tinteniac  from  his  proper 
route:,  and  the  fubfequent  ftep  taken 
by  Pontbellanger,  entirely  ruined 
the  project  which  M.  de  Puifaye 
had  formed  for  the  overthrow  of 
Hoche. 

M.  Jean  Jean,  on  his  landing  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Quimperle,  was 
met  by  a  deputation,  from  twelve 
thoufand  royalifts  of  the  diftridf  of 
Concarneau,  requefting  him  to  ap¬ 
point  leaders  for  them.  In  his  way 

to 
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to  Concameau,  he,  alfo,  received 
from  the  agents  a  pofitive  mandate 
to  march  to  the  bay  of  St.  Brieuc. 
Little  difpofed  to  obey  the  mandate 
of  perfons  in  whom  he  had  no  con¬ 
fidence,  he  communicated  it  to  his 
officers,  and  they  to  their  foldiers. 
It  inftantly  produced  the  worft 
effeft.  The  Chouans  exafperated 
bv  their  late  treatment,  and  fuf- 
pediing  fome  fnare  in  this  meafure, 
no  longer  acknowledged  any  au¬ 
thority.  In  fpite  of  the  intreaties 
of  their  commander,  they  difband- 
ed,  and  each  individual  retired  to 
his  own  home. 

Joined  by  all  the  royalids  of  the 
Morbihan,  had  the  two  divifions 
of  Tinteniac  and  Jean  Jean  made  a 
vigorous  effort  upon  the  rear  of 
Hoche,  while  the  Count  de  Puifaye 
affailed  his  front,  there  feems  every 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  republi¬ 
can  general,  whole  force  was  barely 
ten  thoufand  men,  mud,  at  lead, 
have  been  driven  from  his  podtion, 
if  not  compelled  to  furrender.  The 
repeated  fucceffes  of  Tinteniac’s 
divifion,  the  numbers  which  docked 
to  it,  and  the  extent  of  territory, 
nearly  a  hundred  miles,  which  it 
victorioufly  traverfed,  afford  alfo 
an  abundant  proof  of  what  might 
have  been  achieved  by  the  army  of 
the  Count  de  Puifaye,  had  that 
army  been  enabled  to  penetrate 
into  the  interior  of  Britanny. 

Yet,  notwiihdanding  the  com¬ 
plete  failure  of  the  plan,  and  the 
heavy  lofs  fuftained  by  the  affail- 
ants,  M.  de  Puifaye  was  not  with¬ 
out  hopes  that  he  fhould  dill  ac- 
complifh  his  purpofe.  The  penin- 
fula  he  conddered  as  for  fome 
time  capable  of  bidding  dedance  to 
all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  and  he 
had  good  grounds  to  expedt  that 
long  before  any  impr&ffion  could  be 


made  upon  it,  there  would  arrive 
from  England  reinforcements  fo 
powerful  as  to  compel  the  enemy 
to  feek  for  fafety  in  a  hady  dight. 
Three  thoufand  Britilh  troops, 
under  Major  General  Graham, 
were,  indeed,  at  this  moment,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  reach  the  ihores  of 
Britanny.  A  far  larger  force  was. 
rapidly  preparing  to  fail,  under 
Lord  Moira,  and  the  ikeletons  of 
regiments,  to  organize  a  Breton 
army,  had  embarked  at  Plymouth, 
and  only  waited  for  a  favourable 
wind.  But  fo  adverfe,  for  nearly 
a  month,  was  the  wind,  that  the 
deet  which  conveyed  general  Gra- 
ham’s  divifion  found  it  impoflible 
to  clear  the  Channel. 

The  unavoidable  delay  of  the 
fuccours  proved  fatal  to  the  royal 
caufe.  It  gave  time  for  treafon  to 
accomplifh  that  which  force  would, 
probably,  have  attempted  in  vain. 
That  many  of  the  men  enlided  into 
the  emigrant  regiments  were  in 
their  hearts  hodile  to  royalty,  does 
not  admit  of  a  doubt.  Others,  of 
no  fixed  principles,  who  had  tine 
royalids  been  viTors,  would  have 
remained  faithful,  were  dilhearten- 
ed  by  the  profpedt  of  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  republicans,  and 
being  inevitably  put  to  death. 
Thefe  deemed  it  wife  to  make  their 
peace,  while  they  could  yet  claim 
a  merit  for  fo  doing.  In  this  they 
were  encouraged  by  the  concilia¬ 
tory  language,  which  fome  of  the 
republican  officers  had  artfully 
held,  on  meeting  with  an  emigrant 
reconnoitring  party.  Several  de- 
fertions,  in  confequeiice,  took 
place.  Thirty  men  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Hervilly,  which  was  qn 
guard  in  Fort  Penthievre,  went  in 
a  body  to  the  army  of  Hoche. 
During  the  night,  they  got  over 
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the  rocks  which  cover  the  left  of 
the  fort,  and,  at  low  water,  waded 
up  to  their  breads,  through  the  fea 
for  more  than  hall  a  league.  As 
foon  as  this  circumftance  was  com¬ 
municated  to  M.  de  Puifaye,  he 
omitted  no  precaution  to  guard 
againft  a  furprife.  He  ordered  the 
patroles  on  the  idhmus  to  be 
doubled,  and  to  be  inceffantly  in 
motion  ;  procured  from  Sir  John 
Warren  two  gun  vefiels  to  be  ila- 
tioneu  on  the  fide  where  the  fea 
was  fordable  ;  and  placed  in  the 
fame  quarter,  a  detachment  with 
two  cannon  on  the  little  ifle  of 
Teviec. 

Thefe  precautions  were  not  un- 
necelfary.  Among  the  thirty  defer- 
ters  were  two  ferjeants,  who  pro- 
pofed  to  Hoche  to  obtain  entrance 
into  the  fort,  at  that  part  of  it 
whence  they  had  made  their  ef- 
cape.  They  dated  that  their  com¬ 
rades,  who  would  be  on  duty,  were 
republicans  like  themfelves,  and 
had  agreed  to  malfacre  the  emi¬ 
grants  and  Chouans,  and  open  the 
gates  to  the  Conventional  army. 
An  advanced  guard  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  men,  to  which  they  offered 
to  ferve  as  guides,  and  for  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  which  into  the 
place  they  declared  their  willing- 
nefs  to  anfwer  with  their  heads, 
would,  they  faid,  be  li'fficient  to 
feize  the  works,  while  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  forces  followed 
along  the  idhmus,  to  complete  the 
conqueft.  The  didance  to  be  tra¬ 
veled  through  the  water,  they  re- 
prefented  as  much  fhorter  than  it 
really  was.  Hoche,  though  a  man 
of  the  mod  daring  courage,  felt 
the  greateft  reluctance  to  hazard 
his  troops  in  fuch  a  perilous  at¬ 
tempt  ;  but  he  was  finally  pre¬ 
vailed  on  by  Tallien,  to  engage  in 
the  enterprife. 


[91 

The  night  on  which  the  republi¬ 
cans  executed  this  plan  was  highly 
favourable  to  them.  The  rain,  which 
fell  in  torrents,  drove  the  royalift 
centinels  to  feek  for  fhelter ;  and  the 
howling  of  the  temped,  the  pealing 
of  the  thunder,  and  the  dadiing  of 
the  waves,  prevented  them  from 
hearing  the  march  of  the  Conven- 
tional  troops. 

The  divilion  of  three  hundred 
grenadiers,  commanded  by  adju¬ 
tant-general  Menage,  and  guided 
by  the  two  ferjeants  and  two  of 
their  comrades,  paffed  the  royalid 
advanced  pods  without  being  dif~ 
covered.  About  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  Menage  and  his  gre-  .  , 
nadiers  reached  the  foot  -  * 

J 

of  the  fort,  and  the  de- 
ferters  having  given  the  fignal, 
the  troops  were  admitted  by  the 
traitors  on  guard.  M.  de  Fol- 
mont,  the  governor,  and  the  emi¬ 
grants  in  garrifon,  were  imme¬ 
diately  put  to  the  fword. 

Hoche,  meanwhile,  who  was 
proceeding  along  the  idhmus,  at 
the  head  of  one  o'  the  columns, 
was  perceived  by  fome  Toulonefe 
cannoneers,  on  fervice  in  one  of 
the  batteries.  The  rain  having 
fpoiled  the  matches  and  the  prim¬ 
ing,  which  had  been  carelefsly  left 
expofed,  the  cannonneers  \yere  not 
able  to  difcharge  more  than  one  or 
two  of  the  pieces  againd  the  ene¬ 
my.  This,  however,  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  intimidate  the  republicans, 
who  imagined  that  they  had  been 
led  into  a  fnare.  Tallien  fled,  and 
even  Hoche  felt  alarm.  The 
troops  were  retiring,  when  an 
officer,  looking  back,  faw  the  tri¬ 
coloured  flag  on  the  ramparts  of 
fort  Penthievre.  The  columns 
taking  courage  immediately  puffied 
on  with  fixed  bayonets,  and,  fe- 
conded  by  the  grenadiers  of  Me- 
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nage,  and  a  hundred  traitors  of  the 
regiments  of  D’Hervilly  and  Du¬ 
el refnay,  got  complete  poffefiion  of 
the  exterior  entrenchments  and 
all  the  works  of  the  fort.  The 
cannon  of  the  works  were  in- 
ffantly  turned  towards  the  penin- 
fula. 

A  company  of  grenadiers  of  the 
regiment  of  D’Hervilly,  which 
was  cantoned  at  K’oflein,  being 
informed  of  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  and  imagining  that  the 
fort  was  yet  only  attacked,  haftem 
ed  to  affift  in  its  defence,  and  was 
cut  to  pieces.  Two  other  com¬ 
panies,  and  part  of  a  third,  joined 
the  enemy,  and  fired  upon  their 
own  officers. 

The  Count  de  Puifaye  was,  fdr 
fome  time,  ignorant  of  what  was 
paffing.  At  midnight  he  had  been 
allured  by  M.  de  Sornbreuil,  and 
other  officers,  that  every  thing 
was  in  the  beft  order,  and  that  no 
movement  had  taken  place  in  the 
enemy’s  camp.  Neither  had  the 
fignal  been  fublequently  heard, 
which  the  governor  of  the  fort 
was  to  give,  bv  firing  three  can¬ 
non  at  regular  intervals,  in  cafe  of 
an  attack.  The  negligence  by 
which  the  priming  and  the  matches 
were  expofed  to  the  rain,  ren¬ 
dered  it  impoffible  to  make  the  ap¬ 
pointed  fignal.  The  Count  de  Pui¬ 
faye,  however,  hearing  an  irregu¬ 
lar  fire  of  mulketry,  though  he  did 
not  believe  that  any  danger  was  at 
hand,  thought  it  proper  to  difpatch 
M.  de  Contades  to  Fort  Penthie- 
vre,  and  to  order  the  drums  to  beat 
to  arms.  He,  himfelf,  took  horfe* 
and  proceeded  towards  the  fort. 
On  his  way  thither,  he  was  inform¬ 
ed  that  it  had  been  for  two  hours 
in  the  power  of  the  republicans, 
to  whom  a  part  of  the  troops  had 
^one  over,  and  th^t  M.  de  Contades 


was  retiring  with  the  remainder 
into  the  peninfula.  His  fi iff  idea 
was  to  retake  the  fort,  but  that 
idea  he  was  foon  compelled  to  re- 
linquifh,  Diforder  and  difeourage- 
ment  were  evidently  too  widely 
fpread  to  allow  him  to  hope  that 
he  could  diflodge  a  numerous  and 
victorious  enemy.  Crouds  of  pea- 
fants,  men,  women,  and  children, 
the  aged  and  the  infirm,  were  hur¬ 
rying  to  the  Chore,  with  lamenta¬ 
tions  and  cries  of  defpair.  Several 
hundreds,  though  no  enemy  was 
yet  nigh,  rulhed  into  the  waves, 
ftruggled  to  reach  fome  boats  at  a 
diffance,  and  perifhed.  All,  then, 
that  could  be  done,  by  the  general 
in  chief,  was  to  embark  the  troops 
hnd  the  Chouans,  under  the  pro¬ 
tecting  fire  of  the  Britifh  fquadron. 
The  Count  flattered  himfelf  that 
this  embarkation  might  be  effected 
with  little  or  no  lofs,  if  the  can¬ 
non  of  the  fhips  could  be  fpeedily 
brought  to  bear  on  the  narrow  part 
of  the  peninfula,  in  the  rear  of  Fort 
Penthievre,  as,  in  that  cafe,  the 
republicans,  who  muff:  neceffarily 
march  out  of  the  fort  in  clofe  Co¬ 
lumns,  would  not  venture  to  expofe 
themfeves  to  the  enfilading  fire  of 
the  Britifh  vellels.  Unfortunately, 
the  fignal  agreed  on,  of  hoifting  a 
light  at  the  fiag-ftaff  head,  to  ap- 
prife  Sir  John  Warren  of  the  iitua- 
tion  of  the  royalifts,  had  not  been 
made;  and  the  fog  was  now  fo 
thick  that  from  the  fhips  it  was  not 
poffible  to  perceive  the  republican 
ftandard,  which  was  flying  on  the 
fort.  Having  dilpatched  a  meffen- 
ger  to  requefl  inftant  aid  from  the 
fleet,  M.  de  Puifaye,  finding  it 
impracticable  to  rally  the  Chouans 
around  him,  proceeded  to  the  divi- 
fion  of  the  Count  de  Sombreuil, 
which  was  cantoned  at  the  further 
end  of  the  peninfula.  This  aivi- 

fior. 
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Hon  he  dcflined  to  cover  the  em¬ 
barkation,  and  to  ferve  as  a  rally¬ 
ing  point  to  the  troops,  which 
were  retiring  before  the  enemy, 
and  he  accordingly  polled  it  in  an 
advantageous  pofition. 

M.  de  Sombreuil  preffed  the 
Count  to  go  himfeif  on  board  the 
Britifh  fleet,  to  haften  the  fuccours  ; 
but  this  the  Count,  dreading  the 
appearance  of  deferting  his  friends, 
abfolutely  refufed  to  do,  and  only 
lent  a  fecond  mefienger.  Some 
time  having  elapfed,  and  there 
being  no  fign  of  any  movement  in 
,  the  fquadron,  the  Count  de  Som¬ 
breuil  renewed  his  folicitations,  in 
language  fo  llrong  as  to  render  the 
Count  refponfible  for  the  fafety  of 
the  army,  and  compel  him  to  com¬ 
ply.  He  gave  orders,  therefore, 
to  M.  de  Sombreuil  to  defend 
-every  inch  of  ground,  to  retire 
upon  Port  Aliguen,  and,  above  all 
things,  to  be  convinced  that  any 
capitulation  was  impoflible,  or,  vif 
granted  by  the  enemy,  would  in¬ 
fallibly  be  broken. 

M.  de  Puifaye  reached  the  Po¬ 
mona,  the  Commodore’s  veflel,  at 
the  fame  moment  with  both  his 
mpflengers,  who  had  been  retarded 
by  the  general  confufion.  On  re¬ 
ceiving  the  calamitous  intelligence. 
Sir  John  Warren  difplayed  his  ac- 
cuftomed  a&ivity.  The  boats  were 
hoifted  out,  the  Ihips  moved  to¬ 
wards  the  fhore,  and  the  Lark  and 
Pomona  opened  a  tremendous  fire 
upon  the  enemy’s  column,  and 
flopped  its  progrefs.  Such  was 
the  alacrity  of  the  officers  and  fai- 
lors  conducting  the  boats,  that  in 
fpite  of  fhowers  of  grape  and  muf- 
ket  fhot,  they  fpeedily  embarked 
between  two  and  three  thoufand 
individuals.  While  they  were 
thus  employed,  and  the  cannonade 
was  kept  up  from  the  Lark  and 


Pomona,  an  officer  arrived  on 
board,  to  inform  the  Commodore 
that  M.  de  Sombreuil  had  obtained 
an  honourable  capitulation.  This 
information  M.  de  Puifaye  refufed 
to  credit.  The  furrender  of  the 
troops  was  foon,  however,  con¬ 
firmed  by  another  officer,  fent 
by  M.  de  Sombreuil  to  intreat 
the  Britifh  commander  to  flop 
the  firing,  as,  if  it  continued, 
the  royalitfts  would  be  put  to  the 
fword.  This  intreaty  was  com¬ 
plied  with. 

Hoche,  on  becoming  complete¬ 
ly  mailer  of  the  fort,  had  diT— 
patched  general  Humbert,  with  a 
column  of  eight  hundred  men,  to 
penetrate  into  the  peninfula.  This 
column  was  able  to  advance  but 
flowly.  It  was  held  in  check  by 
a  divifion,  formed  of  Chouans,  and 
fome  troops  of  the  line,  which  the 
Count  de  Contades,  and  the  generals 
de  Vauban,  and  Bois-Berthelot, 
had  colleded  from  the  remains  of 
the  garrifon  of  the  fort  and  the  en¬ 
trenched  camp.  This  divifion  re¬ 
tired  in  good  order.  Its  junction 
with  M.  de  Sombreuil  increafed 
his  force  to  three  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  men.  His  troops  being  preffed 
and  difordered  by  the  terrified 
crowds  which  fled  before  the  march 
of  Humbert,  M.  de  Sombreuil  was 
obliged  to  retire  to  Port  Aliguen, 
ere  the  boats  could  reach  the  fhore. 
There  he  endeavoured  to  {land  his 
ground,  but  the  royalifi:  foldiers 
were  unmanned  by  the  lamentations 
of  the  women  and  the  cries  of  the 
children,  and  took  flight  to  Fort 
Neuf.  On  their  arrival  at  Fort 
Neuf,  their  courage  was  reflored 
by  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  vef- 
fels.  They  loudly  demanded  to 
combat,  declared  that  they  would 
fell  their  lives  dearly,  and  drew  up 
feveral  ranks  deep,  round  the  en¬ 
trenchments 
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trenchments  of  the  fort.  Humbert, 
expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  veflels, 
and  apprehenfive  of  the  refult  of  a 
battle,  with  men  determined  to 
conquer  or  die,  thought  it  prudent 
to  refort  to  ftratagem.  He  defired 
a  conference  with  M.  de  Sombre- 
mi.  While  the  two  chiefs  were 
converfing,  a  republican  officer 
ruftied  from  his  port,  and  warned 
theroyalifts  not  to  truft  to  a  treaty, 
as  they  would  certainly  be  put  to 
death,  general  Humbert  negotiat¬ 
ing  only' to  deceive.  The  Count  de 
Sombreuil,  on  his  return,  directed 
his  men  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
declaring  that  he  had  entered  into 
a  capitulation  with  the  republican 
commander.  The  greateli  part  of 
his  divifion  obeyed.  Some,  who 
perfifted  in  defending  themfelves, 
were  maflacrcd  in  Fort  Neuf,  and 
many  put  an  end  to  their  own  ex- 
iftence,  by  falling  on  their  fwords, 
or  plunging  from  the  rocks  into  the 
fea. 

Nine  hundred  officers  and  men 
of  the  emigrant  regiments,  four¬ 
teen  hundred  Chouans,  and  eight 
hundred  peafants,  of  both  fexes, 
were  faved  from  the  enemy  by  the 
exertions  of  the  Britifh.  Among 
thofe  who  efcaped  was  M.  d’Her. 
villy.  He  died,  four  months  after, 
in  England,  and,  with  a  noble  can¬ 
dour,  never,  till  his  death,  ceafed 
to  atteft  the  merit  of  his  com¬ 
mander,  and  to  regret  that,  at  the 
outfet  of  the  expedition,  he  him- 
felf  had  been  milled  by  the  arts  of 
defigning  perfons. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Commo¬ 
dore  fent  two  officers,  with  a  flag 
©f  truce,  to  claim  the  prifoners. 
A  republican  general  anfwered  that 
no  capitulation  had  been  granted, 
and  that  any  future  flag  of  truce 
would  be  fired  upon.  During  the 


rert  of  the  day,  and  mort  of  the 
night,  the  Englifh  boats  hovered 
round  the  peninfula,  and  took  on 
board  numbers  who  had  hidden 
themfelves  among  the  rocks. 

O 

Grieved  but  undifmayed,  M.  de 
Puifaye,  amidft  the  tumult  and  dif- 
order  incident  to  fuch  a  difaftrous 
event,  meditated  the  means  of  re- 
trievinghis  lofs,  and  taking  ample 
vengeance  on  the  enemy.  He  re- 
prefented,  to  Sir  John  Warren, 
that  the  prifoners,  if  not  refeued, 
would  certainly  perifh,  and  that  it 
was  ftill  poflible,  not  only  to  ref- 
cue  them,  but  to  make  the  vidlors 
become,  in  their  turn,  the  van- 
quifhed.  Before  night  the  whole 
of  Hoche’s  foldiers  would,  he  faid, 
be  in  a  ftate  of  intoxication,  and 
utterly  incapable  of  defending 
themfelves,  as  they  would  greedily 
have  feized  upon  the  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  rum  which  was  left  in  the 
peninfula  ;  a  liquor  productive  of 
a  much  more  violent  effedh  upon 
Frenchmen  than  either  wine  or 
brandy.  Four  or  five  hundred 
picked  men,  favoured  by  the  night, 
he  deemed  fufficient  for  the  reco¬ 
very  of  the  fort.  The  Commo¬ 
dore  approved  of  the  projedt,  and 
promifed  to  fecond  it  in  perfon. 
On  examination,  however,  it  was 
found  that  the  troops  were  too 
broken  in  fpirit  to  make  the  at¬ 
tempt,  and  the  Count  was,  there¬ 
fore,  under  the  neceffity  of  relin- 
quilhing  all  thoughts  of  the  enter- 
prife.  This  circumftance  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  fubfequent  tefti- 
mony  having  proved  that,  during 
the  night,  the  army  of  Hoche  was 
in  the  very  fituation  which  M.  de 
Puifaye  had  forefeen. 

The  emigrants  and  Chouans  on 
board  the  vert'd s  were,  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  difembarked  on  the 
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ifland  of  Houat,  which  lies  mid¬ 
way  between  the  Continent  and 
the  illand  of  Belleifle. 

The  prifoners  made  by  the  re¬ 
publicans  were  fent,  under  a  feeble 
efcort,  to  Auray  and  Vannes.  On 
their  route  they  had  numberlefs 
opportunities  of  efcaping,  but  fuch 
was  their  infatuated  reliance  upon 
the  capitulation, that  fcarcely  any  of 
them  attempted  to  lave  themfelves. 
Many,  even,  who  from  fatigue  had 
dropped  behind  the  columns,  and 
loft  their  way,  compelled  the  pea- 
fants  to  conduct  them  to  Auray. 
By  the  inhabitants  of  Auray,  the 
prifoners  were  received  with  the 
refpeft  and  tendernefs  which  were 
due  to  their  virtues  and  misfor¬ 
tunes. 

Though  the  exiftence  of  a  capi¬ 
tulation  was  {hamelefsly  denied  by 
the  republicans,  there  was,  at  firft, 
fome  hope  that  the  majority  of  the 
captive  emigrants  would  be  fpared. 
Hoche  himfelf  recommended,  to 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
that  only  the  chiefs  fhould  fuffer. 
But  the  infamous  T allien  could  not 
endure  the  thought  of  lofmg  his  vic¬ 
tims.  He  hadfo  long  been  debarred 
from  blood,  that  his  thirft  of  it 
was  become  intenfe.  Afcending, 
on  the  twenty-feventh  of  July,  the 
tribune  of  the  convention,  he  made 
a  report,  in  the  true  revolutionary 
ftyle,  upon  the  events  which  had 
occurred  at  Quiberon.  To  irri¬ 
tate  his  colleagues  againft  the  emi- 
grants,  he  forged  a  lie,  fo  daring 
and  fo  bafe  that,  difgraced  as  he 
was,  it  covered  him  with  ftill 
blacker  difgrace.  He  affirmed 
that  the  emigrants  were  provided 
with  poinards,  one  of  which  he 
had  tried  upon  an  animal,  and 
found  to  be  poifoned.  This  falfe- 
hood  worked  its  deft  red  effeft. 
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The  unfortunate  exiles,  more  than 
eight  hundred  in  number,  were  ex¬ 
cluded  from  mercy. 

Military  commfffions  were  im¬ 
mediately  eftablilhed  at  Vannes 
and  Auray.  The  firft  of  the  pri¬ 
foners  who  were  called  to  trial  by 
the  commiffion  at  Vannes,  were  the 
Count  de  Sombreuil,  Count  Jofeph 
de  Broglio,  and  the  Bifhop  of  DoL 
After  having  replied  to  the  cuf- 
tomary  interrogatories  of  age  and 
name,  the  Count.de  Sombreuil  ad¬ 
ded,  “  I  have  lived,  and  (hall  die 
“  a  royalift.  Now,  that  I  am  on 
t(  the  eve  of  appearing  before  God, 
f(  I  fvvear  that  there  was  a  eapi- 
ft  tulation,  and  that  the  emigrants 
t(  were  to  be  treated  as  prifoners 
<(  of  war/’  Then,  turning  to  the 
republican  grenadiers  around  him, 
“  I  appeal,”  faid  he,  “  to  your 
<(  teftimony.  It  was  in  your  pre- 
“  fence  that  I  capitulated.”  Sen¬ 
tence  was  then  pronounced  upon 
him  and  his  companions. 

Amidft  the  tears  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  town,  they  were,  the 
next  day,  led  out  to  execu-  -  . 
don.  Sombreuil  marched  - li  ^ 
firft,  with  an  unaltered  ^°* 
countenance.  The  venerable  Bi¬ 
fhop  of  Dol,  who  was  more  than 
fcventy  years  of  age,  followed, 
with  truly  chriftian  calmnefs  and 
reftgnation.  When  at  the  place 
of  execution  he  uncovered  his 
head,  .the  multitude,  on  beholding 
the  ferenity  of  his  face,  could  not 
fupprefs  their  feelings  of  venera¬ 
tion  and  pity.  Sombreuil,  faith¬ 
ful  to  the  laft  to  the  heroic  bra¬ 
very  of  his  character,  refufed  to 
receive  death  kneeling,  or  to  place 
a  bandage  over  his  eyes.  “  I  like,” 
faid  he,  “  to  fee  my  enemy !  Aim 
more  to  the  right,”  added  he  to 
the  grenadiers,  who  were  levelling 

their 
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their  mulkets  to  perform  the  work 
of  murder.  In  a  moment  he  and 
his  friends  were  ftretched  lifelefs 
on  the  ground,* 

The  dying  declaration  of  Som- 
breuil  produced  fuch  an  efFeH,  that, 
although  Tallien  and  Blad  puhl idl¬ 
ed  a  denia)  of  its  truth,  the  mili¬ 
tary  commiffion  of  Auray  refufed 
to  fit  in  judgment  upon  the  emi¬ 
grants.  The  commiffion  was, 
therefore,  diffolved,  and  a  new 
one  was  formed,  compofed  entirely 
of  foreigners.  This  fanguinary 
tribunal,  and  that  of  Vannes, 
which  flood  not  in  need  of  any 
charge,  proceeded  rapidly  in  the 
afiaffination  of  the  prifoners. 
Bands  of  fifty  or  fixty  were  each 
day  led  out  to  be  (hot,  and,  in  a 
fhort  time,  the  whole,  with  the 


exception  of  thofe  who  had  emi¬ 
grated  before  the  age  of  fixteen, 
to  whom  Blad  granted  a  refpite, 
were  inhumanly  mafiacred.  So 
little  did  the  greateft  part  of  them 
anticipate  their  fate,  that,  when 
fummoned  to  the  place  of  execu¬ 
tion,  they  marched  with  their 
knapfacks,  believing  that  they 
were  only  going  to  be  removed 
to  another  prifon,  or  difmified  to 
their  homes.  They  died  with 
undaunted  courage,  and  their  lail 
prayers  were  for  the  happinefs  of 
France.  The  field  near  Auray,  in 
which  they  fuffered,  became  an 
object  of  pious  refpedl  to  the  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Morbihan*  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  name  of  the  Martyrs 
Field. 


CHAP.  VI. 


'  War  in  Poitou.  Charette  ads  in  clofe  union  with  the  agents  of  the  French 
princes.  Flattering  letter  to  him  from  the  Regent.  Hisanfiver.  Df agree - 
merits  between  the  republicans  and  the  royalifs.  Hof  He  ads  of  the  repub¬ 

licans.  Charette  refolves  to  recommence  the  war,  and  accordingly  affembles 
his  forces.  Republican  detachment  made  prifoners.  Manifefo  declaring  war, 
publijhed  by  Charette.  A  violent  manifefo  appears  in.  the  name  of  Stoffet. 
Republicans  defeated  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  Subfequent  inadion 
of  Charette.  Impolicy  of  his  condud.  He  puts  the  republican  prifoners  to 
death ,  in  retaliation  for  the  murder  of  the  emigrants  taken  at  Ouiberon.  The 
Count  de  Puifaye  induces  Sir  John  Warren  to  fend  a  confderable  fupply  of 
money ,  arms  and  ammunition ,  to  Charette ,  whom  it  reaches  in  fafety. 
Charette  receives  another  letter  from  Lewis  the  eighteenth .  Manfefo  of 

Lewis  the  eighteenth .  Another  armament  for  the  fuccour  of  the  royalifs  is 
got  ready  in  the  Britijh  ports.  The  agents  of  the  Bourbons  prevail  on  the 
Britifh  minifers  to  fend  it  to  Poitou.  Plan  of  operations.  The  expedition 
arrives  on  the  French  coafi.  Noirmoutier  refufes  to  furrsnder.  The  troops 

• 

*  After  his  death  the  republicans  publirfied  a  letter,  faid  to  be  addrefled  by  him  to  Sir 
John  Warren,  containing  a  violent  impeachment  of  the  conduit  of  the  Count  de  Pui- 
faye.  The  letter  bears  on  its  face  fufficieat  evidence  of  its  being  a  forgery. 

landed, 
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landed  on  tfle  Dieu.  Council  of  war,  vhich  refolvcs  to  delay  the  dis¬ 
embarkation.  Confernation  of  Charette.  1'he  royalif  s  attack  St.  Cyr} 
and  are  defeated'.  Death  of  Guerin.  Hoche  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  republican  army  in  Poitou.  Wife  plan  on  vjhich  he  refolves  to  aft. 
He  f  uel  an  addrefs  to  his  army ,  frilily  forbidding  pillage .  Conciliatory 
proclamation ,  addreftfed  by  him  to  the  Poitevins.  He  puis  his  army  in  motion 
to  prevent  Charette  from  joining  the  Pritijh  fuccours.  The  royalif  army  of  the 
center  commences  hofilities.  7  he  Britifb  expedition  quits  the  coa/i  of 
France.  Shameful  conduct  of  the  French  agents  towards  the  Count 
d*  Artois.  Succefsful  movements  of  Hoche .  Fhe  Foitevins  begin  to  fur  render 
their  arms.  Departure  of  Hoche  to  Paris  to  obtain  more  exte?ifve  powers „ 
Party  in  favor  of peace  formed  among  the  royalif  chiefs.  Heroifm and  death 
of  Prudent  la  Roberie.  Capture  and  death  of  feveral  royalif  chiefs . 
Defeat  of  the  republicans  at  (fiat  re  Chemins  and  the  cafle  of  I’Oie.  Fhe 
aft  airs  of  Charette  begin  rapidly  to  decline .  Fhe  peace  party  grows 
Jlronger,  Hoche  returns  from  Paris  with  unlimited  powers.  Charette 
utterly  routed  vohile  on  his  march  vjith  a  convoy  of powder  for  Stoffet,  Fhe 
republicans  compel  Stofet  to  recommence  hofilities.  Formidable  army  font 
againf  him  by  Hoche.  He  is  made  prifoner  and  put  to  death.  Fhe  cheva¬ 
lier  D'  Autichamp  fucceeds  him.  Great  numbers  of  the  Poitevins  lay  do  von 
their  arms.  Cabal  againf  Hoche ,  formed  by  fame  of  the  republicans . 
La  ft  and  ineffectual  f  ruggles  of  Charette.  Fie  is,  at  length ,  taken  prifoner  . 
His  heroifm ,  death,  and  character.  Fermination  of  the  war  in  Poitou. 
Attempt  to  excite  an  in  fur  re  Ft  ion  in  the  center  of  France.  It  is  rendered 
abortive  by  the  want  of  policy  in  the  leaders. 

the  moment  when  he  was  treating 
with  the  republicans  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  through  the  hands  of  the 
agents  a  letter  from  the  Regent, 
in  which  was  conferred  upon  him 
the  glorious  title  of  (t  the  fecond 
“  founder  of  the  monarchy.”  The, 
daily  flattery  of  the  agents  afford¬ 
ed,  too,  a  delightful  food  to  his 
vanity,  and  he  feerns  at  length  to 
have  ferioufly  believed  that  he  was 
the  only  individual  who  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  raifing  the  fallen  throne. 
His  behaviour,  even  to  his  oldeft 
officers,  is  faid  to  have  been,  in 
confequence,  diftinguifhed  at  times 
by  a  domineering  haughtinefs, 
which,  till  now,  he  had  never  dif- 
played,  and  which  excited  indig¬ 
nation  and  difguft. 

The  tone  of  his  reply  to  the 
letter  of  the  Regent,  clearly  fhew- 
[G]  ed 


WHILE  in  Britanny  the  per¬ 
fidy  of  the  agents  employ¬ 
ed  by  the  Bourbons  was  blafitng 
the  hopes  of  the  royal  caufe,  Cha¬ 
rette,  under  the  guidance  of  thofe 
agents,  was  carrying  their  abfurd 
and  fatal  plans'  into  effect  in  Poi¬ 
tou.  The  honours  which  they 
had  obtained  for  him,  and  the  pro- 
mife  which  they  had  made  him, 
that  all  the  royalift  chiefs  flrould 
be  fubjefted  to  his  authority,  had, 
in  truth,  rendered  him  their  blind 
and  devoted  infirument.  The 

i 

voice  of  reafon  was  entirely  over¬ 
powered  in  his  bread:  by  the  voice 
oi  pride  and  ambition.  It  would, 
indeed,  have  required  in  him  a 
more  than  ordinary  ftrength  of 
mind,  to  avoid  being  too  highly 
elated  by  the  praifes  and  rewards 
which  were  lavifhed  on  him.  At 
Vol.  XXXVIII. 
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ed  the  lofty  opinion  which  he  en¬ 
tertained  of  his  own  talents. 
Thofe  who  disapproved  of  the 
peace  which  he  had  concluded, 
were  treated  as  wretched  politi¬ 
cians,  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  ne- 
ceffity,  and  judging  merely  from 
appearances  ;  and  it  was  hinted 
that  hitherto  there  had  been  a 
want  of  connexion  in  rhe'royalift 
enterprifes,  but  that,  henceforth, 
there  would  be  more  regularity 
and  union,  and,  therefore,  a 
greater  probability  that  opera¬ 
tions  would  be  conduced  in  an 
efficacious  manner. 

Equally  infincere  in  the  peace 
which  they  had  concluded,  Cha- 
fette  and  the  republicans  foon  re¬ 
garded  each  other’s  movements 
with  doubt  and  fufpicion.  It  had 
been  agreed  that,  for  a  while,  he 
fhould  rule  his  territory  in  what¬ 
ever  mode  he  thought  mod:  proper 
to  conciliate  the  Poitevins  to  the 
new  order  of  things,  and  that  the 
government  fhould  not  attempt  to 
eftablifh  my  military  polls  in 
Poitou.  '1  he  republicans,  how¬ 
ever,  fpeedily  complained  that  the 
royalifts  had  violated  the  pacifi¬ 
cation,  by  intercepting  the  com¬ 
munications  with  Nantz,  and  by 
various  acts  of  pillage  and  hoftility. 
They,  on  their  fide,  in  contraven¬ 
tion  of  the  treaty,  eftablifhed  a 
port  at  La  Metre  Achard,  five 
leagues  from  Belleville.  Their 
next  ftep  was  to  feize  feveral  Poi¬ 
tevins,  on  the  charge  of  having- 
held  illegal  meetings.  Allard,  one 
of  the  royalift  chiefs,  and  feveral 
of  his  foldiers,  were  fhortly  after 
made  prifoners,  in  the  moil  trea¬ 
cherous  manner,  by  a  detachment 
which  had  vifited  them  as  friends. 
Some  of  the  foldiers  were  put  to 
death,  under  pretence  that  they 


had  been  guilty  of  murders,  arid' 
Allard  was  font  captive  to  the  caf- 
tle  of  Saurnur.  Thefe  meafures 
produced  remond ranees  from  Cha- 
rette,  and  excofes  from  Canclaux, 
the  latter  of  whom  was  defirous  of 
preventing,  at  lead  for  the  prefent, 
fiofbili ties  from  being  commenced. 
The  republican  general,  neverthe- 
lefs,  reinforced  the  poft  of  La 
Motte  Achard,  ftrengthened  his 
cantonments  round  the  royaliil:  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  formed  two  very  con- 
ftderable  camps  at  Palluau,  and 
les  Effards.  Charette,  on  the 
other  hand,  enlifted  deferters,  and, 
kept  his  troops  exercifed  by  their 
leaders.  Every  thing  indicated 
that  a  renewal  of  the  war  was  to- 
be  expected,  at  no  remote  period. 

Charette  had  refolved  not  to 
recommence  hoftilities  before  the 
month  of  July.  As  early,  how¬ 
ever,  as  the  beginning  of  June, 
the  agents  of  the  Bourbons  at  Pa¬ 
ris  fent  him  orders  to  make  himfelf 
mafter  of  Port  St.  Gilles.  It  is 
probable  that  he  did  not  then  think 
it  prudent  to  throw  off  the  mafic  • 
for  their  orders  were  not  carried 
into  execution.  Towards  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  the  month,  when  the 
Britifh  expedition  was  approaching 
the  coaft  of  Britanny,  he  appears 
to  have  thought  that  he  might 
fafely  avow  his  intentions,  and  he 
accordingly  fummoned  the  whole 
of  his  forces  to  meet  him  at  his 
head  quarters  at  Belleville.  His 
projects,  never thelefs,  remained  a 
fecret  within  his  own  breaft.  So 
little  did  his  officers  know  ef  his 
refolves  that,  on  the  very  day  on 
which  Charette  called  his  troops 
together,  Couctus,  his  fecond  iff 
command,  was  making  at  St.  Phi¬ 
libert,  public  proclamation  of  the 
continuance  of  peace.  Stofflet, 

too* 
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too,  was  left  in  utter  ignorance 
iipon  the  fubjedt. 

The  fummons  of  their  leader 
was  obeyed  by  twelve  thoufand 
Poitcvins,  eager  to  learn  the  caufe 
why  they  were  thus  affembled. 
At  the  moment  of  their  meetings 
Charette  was  informed  that  a  re¬ 
publican  detachment,  from  the 
camp  of  les  Effards,  was  advancing 
towards  Belleville.  Charette  went 
out  at  the  head  of  his  ftaff  to  meet 
them,  and  bidding  them  halt,  com¬ 
manded  his  troops  to  fire  on  them 
if  they  ventured  to  move.  The 
leader  of  this  detachment  was  the 
bearer  of  an  order  to  Charette,  to 
give  up  his  arms,  ammunition,  and 
magazines.  The  troops  compos¬ 
ing  the  detachment  were  imme¬ 
diately  made  prifoners.  A  few  of 
them  declared  that  they  were  roy- 
alifts,  and  pointed  out  fome  of  their 
comrades  as  officers  in  difguife, 
who  had  been  fent  to  carry  off 
Charette.  This  tale,  whether  falfe 
or  true,  was  fatal  to  thofe  unfortu¬ 
nate  perfons  of  whom  it  was  told. 
They  were  Sentenced  to  be  (hot, 
as  was  likewife  the  guide  who  had 
led  the  detachment. 

When  his  officers  were  gathered 
round  him,  Charette  declared  his 
purpofe,  and  ftrenuoufly  infilled 
upon  the  neceffity  of  refuming  their 
arms  without  delay,  to  avenge 
their  own  wrongs,  and  the  death 
of  their  fovereign,  who,  he  faid, 
had  been  poifoned  by  the  tyrants 
of  France.  Succours  would,  he 
allured  them,  be  afforded  by  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  a  French  prince  would 
put  himfelf  at  their  head.  At 
this  unexpected  declaration  the 
chiefs  regarded  each  other  with 
looks  of  furprife.  No  oppolition 
was  fhown  to  his  propofal,  but  it 
was  not  received  with  that  enthu. 


fiaffn  which  it  would  Once  have 
called  forth.  Peace,  and  its  con- 
fequent  enjoyments,  had  blunted  in 
many  that  warlike  ardour  by  which 
they  were  formerly  diftinguifhed. 

The  man i fed o  which  on  this  oc- 
cafion  was  i  fined  by  Charette,  did 
him  little  credit.  There  was  no¬ 
thing  of  dignity  or  of  eloquence  in. 
its  compofition.  It  was  belidesfull 
of  affections,  not  only  unfupported 
by  proof,  but  contrary  to 
fadt.  It  declared  that  the 
Conventional  commiffion- 
ers  had  promifed  that  the  reitera¬ 
tion  of  Lewis  the  feventeenth 
Ihould  take  place  within  fix 
months,  and,  as  a  convincing 
pledge  of  their  intention,  had  fur- 
nilhed  the  Poitevins  with  powder 
and  ammunition.  With  greater 
appearance  of  truth,  it  added,  that 
poifon,  adminidered  by  the  barba¬ 
rous  and  impious  fedt  which  defol¬ 
iated  the  kingdom,  had  been  bafe- 
ly  employed  to  cut  (hort  the  days 
of  the  infant  Monarch. 

About  the  fame  time  appeared 
another  manifelto,  of  equal  vio¬ 
lence,  and  equal  boldnefs  of  af- 

'  -A 

fertion,  in  the  name  of  Stofflet  and 
his  council.  Though  not  difavow- 
ed  by  him,  for  which  he  probably 
had  his  reafons,  it  was  generally 
believed  that  he  had  no  concern  in 
its  publication,  and  that  it  was 
fabricated  at  Paris  by  the  agents 
of  the  Bourbons.  Their  aim  pro¬ 
bably  was  to  irritate  the  repub¬ 
licans  into  fome  hafty  dep  againft 
him,  and  thus  compel  him  to  take 
up  arms  in  his  own  defence.  If 
this  was  really  their  fcheme  it  was 
fruftrated,  as  no  hoftile  movement 
was  made  on  either  fide. 

The  fird  operations  of  Charette 
gave  delufive  promife  of  a  vigor¬ 
ous  purfuit  of  the  war.  He  fent 
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a  part  of  his  army  to  reduce 
the  camp  of  ies  Elfards.  The 
republicans  were  fir  if  warned  to 
retire,  but  they  refufed  to  comply. 
The  royalifts  then  fell  upon  them 
with  fuch  fury  that  they  were 
fpeedily  defeated.  The  camp  was. 
plundered,  and  three  hundred  pri¬ 
soners  were  led  back  to  Belleville. 
A  divifion  under  Guerin,  and  the 
brother  of  Charette,  which,  at 
the  fame  time,  marched  towards 
Palluau,  routed  a  corps  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  made  between  two  and  three 
hundred  prifsners,  and  took  pof- 
fefiion  of  a  convoy.  The  convoy, 
however,  was  afterwards  retaken 
by  a  body  of  republican  cavalry. 

This  fpirited  commencement  was 
fuccecded  by  complete  inaction. 
Though,  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  M. 
de  Puifaye,  the  enemy  had  with¬ 
drawn  from  Poitou  every  foldier 
that  could  poflibly  be  fpared,  no¬ 
thing  was  done  by  Charette  during 
the  whole  of  the  month  of  July. 
He  was  doubtlefs  waiting  the  ar- 
rival  of  the  Britifh  expedition, 
which  the  agents  of  the  Bourbons 
had  promifed  to  lay  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  quitting  the  fit  ores  of 
Britanny  for  thofe-  of  Poitou,  and 
he  perhaps  dreaded  led  any  mark¬ 
ed  fuccefs  which  he  might  obtain, 
fhould  induce  the  enemy  to  recall 
from  Britanny  a  portion  of  their 
forces,  and  thus  frudrate  his  hopes, 
by  enabling  the  Bretons  to  fecond 
effectually  the  difembarked  emi¬ 
grants.  He  had,  indeed,  as-  we 
have  feen  in  a  preceding  chapter, 
promifed  the  two  agents  fent  from 
England,  that  he  would  remain  in¬ 
active,  and  that  promife  he  faith¬ 
fully  kept. 

It  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
agents,  if  they  were  not  equally 
true  to  their  word.  No  fooner  by 


their  deteftable  arts  was  the  plan 
of  the  Breton  leader  fruilrated, 
and  the  remains  of  the  troops  land¬ 
ed  at  the  idand  pi  Houat,  than  one 
of  their  emiiTari.es  who  had  accom¬ 
panied  the  expedition,  but  had  hi¬ 
therto  carefully  concealed  the  real 
purpofe  of  his  voyage,  threw  off 
the  malk,  and  wrote  to  the  Count 
de  Puifaye  and  the  Britifh  ad¬ 
miral,  to  demand  that  the  forces 
fhould  be- difembarked  on  the  Poi- 
tevin  coad.  Though  he  dated 
that  he  was  authorifed  to  make 
this  demand,  he  did  not  think  pro¬ 
per  to  produce  his  credentials  to 
the  general  and  admiral.  The 
contempt  which  he  merited  being 
all  that  he  gained  by  his  efforts, 
he  quitted  the  illand  by  Health, 
and  haftened  to  Paris,  to  join  his 
affociates,  and  calumniate  M.  de 
Puifaye.  j 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive,  as  he 
had  refolved  to  remain  for  the 
prefent  almoft  ina&ive,  what  were 
'the  motives  which  induced  Cha- 
refte  to  put  the  republicans  on 
their  guard,  by  his  premature  ex- 
pofure  of  his  hodile  intentions. 
Sound  policy,  we  fhould  think, 
would  rather  have  diClated  the 
concealment  of  his  defigns,  till 
the  moment  came  when  he  could 
carry  them  into  execution  with 
almoft  the  certainty  of  fuccefs* 
Whatever affurances  the  two  agents 
might  have  given  him,  it  was  by 
no  means  an  afeertained  fa<51,  that 
their  induftrious  and  laudable  ex¬ 
ertions  would  accomplifh  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  changing  the  deftination  of 
the  Britifh  armament  ;  and,  as 
his  troops  were  not  difbanded,  he 
would  have  loft  no  time,  had  he 
waited  in  filence  the  near  approach 
of  his  expefted  fuccours.  Having 
fo  long  placed  his  reliance  upon 

artifice 
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Artifice  and  diflimulation,  he  fee  ms 
grofsiy  to  have  erred  in  diicard- 
ing  their  afii (lance  at  the  very, 
if  not  only,  period  when  it  was 
likely  to  be  of  fome  utility. 

The  barbarous  maffacre  of  the 
prifoners  madeatOuiberon,  excited 
feelings  of  violent  indignation  in 
the  bofom  of  Charette,  and  roufed 
him  to  vtake  a  fignal  retaliatory 
vengeance  upon  the  republicans, 
who  had  become  his  captives. 
With  the  exception  of  ftx -perfons, 
all  his  prifoners  were  put  to  death 
at  Belleville.  The  furvi vers  were 
fent  to  a  republican  poll,  with  a 
letter,  in  which  Charette  lamented 
that  the  cruelties  of  his  enemies  had 
obliged  him  relu&antly  to  refort 
to  the  terrible  law  of  retaliation, 
in  order  to  prevent,  if  pofnble,  the 
future  cold-blooded  daughter  of 
the  friends  of  royalty.  He  con¬ 
cluded  by  declaring  that,  for  every 
emigrant  henceforth  murdered,  the 
life  of  a  republican  fhould  be  the 
certain  forfeit. 

Turned  as  the  chief  attention 
of  the  Count  de  Puifa.ye  naturally 
was  to  Britanny,  he  did  not  forget 
nor  negleft  his  brother  royalifts  of 
Poitou.  On  the  contrary,  he  was 
laudably  anxious  to  enable  them 
to  render  their  exertions  effectual. 
He  accordingly  propofed,  and  Sir 
John  Warren  confented,  to  dif- 
patch  to  Charette  a  very  coniider- 
able  fupply  of  fuch  articles  as  were 
moll  needed  by  that  general.  This 
fupply  confifted  of  five  thoufand 
pounds  in  dollars,  fix  thoufand 
mufkets,  as  many  fabres  and  piftols, 
a  quantity  of  clothing  for  the 
army,  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
twenty -two  barrels  of  powder. 
The  royalift  leader  having  dis¬ 
patched  fifteen  hundred  men  to 
the  coaft,  to  receive  the  fuccourj 


the  difembarkation  was  effected  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Jean  de 
Mont.  At  the  commence-  ^  „ 

ment  of  the  operation^  a  re-  ^ 

publican  corps,  ftationed  °* 

near  St.  Gilles,  endeavoured  to 
impede  it,  but  was  quickly  routed, 
and  loft  a  hundred  and  ten  men,  in 
killed  and  wounded.  It  was  not, 
however,  till  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  that  the  convoy  could  begin 
its  march  towards  Belleville.  In 
the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  col¬ 
lected  a  force  of  a  thoufand  men, 
with  which  they  attempted  to  in¬ 
tercept  the  convoy.  They  failed 
in  their  attempt.  Such  an  able 
difpofuion  had  been  made  of  the 
royalift  divifions,  that  the  republi¬ 
cans,  finding  themfelves  in  danger 
of  being  furrounded,  were  glad  to 
retreat,  without  coming  to  an  en¬ 
gagement,  and  thefuccours  arrived 
in  fafety  at  the  head  quarters  of 
Charette.  The  frigate  which 
brought  the  fuppiies  to  the  coaft, 
took  on  board  Charettefs  aid  de 


camp,  M.  Duohenier,  who  was 
the  bearer  of  an  .epiftle  of  thanks 
to  his  Britifh  Majefty,  from  Cha- 
rette  and  his  colleagues. 

About  this  period,  the  royalift 
leader  received,  from  Lewis  the 
eighteenth,  another  letter,  no  lefs 
flattering  than  the  former.  In  this 
the  title  of  general  of  the  royal 
catholic  army  was  given  him  by 
the  King.  Lewis  alfo  fent  a  ma- 
nifefto,  addrefled  to  the  French 


people  on  his  acceflion  to  the 
throne ;  which  manifeflo  the  roy¬ 
alift  leader  was  directed  to  publifh. 
It  was  a  moderate  and  conciliatory 
compofition,  promifing  pardon  to 
all  perfons,  except  thofe  who  were 
actually  guilty  of  the  murder  of 
Lewis  the  fixteenth  and  his  con- 
fort.  Some  good  effects  mightf 
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perhaps,  have  refulted  from  it,  had 
not  the  language  which  was  noto- 
rioufly  held  by  the  agents  been 
but  too  well  calculated  to  induce 
a  belief  that  the  apparent  modera¬ 
tion  of  the  fovereign  was  only- 
meant  to  enfnare.  Thefe  men, 
born  for  mifehief,  had  been  liberal 
of  their  threats  of  vengeance,  and 
had  repeatedly  affined,  that  “the 
“  king  would  pardon,  but  the  par- 
liaments  v/ould,  qevenhelefs, 
c(  caufe  juftice  to  be  putin  force/’ 
This  (bameful  affertion,  though 
wholly,  unauthorifed  by  Lewis  the 
eighteenth,  could  not  fail  of  (hut¬ 
ting  the  door  againft  repentance, 
and  compelling  thofe  who  had 
once  been  hoftile  to  the  throne,  to 
perfevere  in  their  heftility,  from 
the  powerful  motive  of  felf  prefer- 
vation.  It  is  obvious,  too,  that 
nothing  could  more  thoroughly 
degrade  the  monarch  in  the  eyes 
of  his  fubjeCts  than  the  belief  that 
he  was  capable  of  fuch  mean  du¬ 
plicity,  as  to  offer  a  delufive  par¬ 
don,  which  he  knew  v/ould  afford 
no  protection  to  thofe  by  whom  it 
was  received. 

Auguft,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
September,  paffed  away,  without 
either  the  royalifts  or  the  republi¬ 
cans  performing  any  thing  worthy 
of  notice.  A  fort  of  tacit  truce 
feemed  to  exift  in  Vendee.  All 
the  advantages  of  delay  were,  how¬ 
ever,  on  the  fide  of  the  republi¬ 
cans,  who  were  feduloufly  employ¬ 
ed  in  preparing  for  a  vigorous 
campaign. 

England,  meanwhile,  was  mak¬ 
ing  thofe  efforts,  which  an  en¬ 
lightened  policy  would  have 
prompted  her  to  make  at  an  early 
period  of  the  fpring.  Eler  exer¬ 
tions  too  frequently,  indeed,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  in  an  inverfe  propor¬ 


tion  to  the  probability  of  {beams, 

A  formidable  armament,  deftiried 
to  fuccour  the  royalifts,  was  got 
ready  at  Southampton  and  Ponf- 
mouth.  The  command  of  the  Bri- 
tifn  forces,  which  were  feveral 
thoufand  ftrong,  was  held  by  the 
Earl  of  Moira,  and  the  Count 
d’  Artois  himfelf  was  at  the  head 
of  the  French  troops.  The  fuc- 
cours  were  to  fail  in  two  divi- 
lions,  the  nrft  of  which  was  to  con- 
flit  of  four  thoufand  Englifh,  under 
general  Doyle.  This  divifion  was 
to  land  the  Count  d’ Artois,  and 
take  poll  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
keep  open  the  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  royalifts  and  the  coaft. 
It  was  fpeedily  to  be  followed  by 
the  fecond  divifion,  confifting  of 
the  emigrant  corps,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Englifh  troops,  led 
by  their  commander  in  chief. 

An  aid  fo  powerful  might  yet 
have  turned  the  fcale  againft  the 
republicans,  had  it  been  wifely  di¬ 
rected.  But,  unfortunately,  the 
French  agents  had  gained  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  Britifh  minifters, 
and  by  their  exaggerated  reprefen- 
tations  of  the  ftrength  of  Charette, 
had  induced  them  to  refolve  that 
the  landing  fhould  take  place  on 
the  coaft  ©f  Poitou.  The  change 
of  deftination  was  not  .the  foie 
folly  to  which  the  influence  of 
thefe  intriguers  gave  birth.  Affect¬ 
ing  to  confider  all  the  fubordinate 
chiefs  of  the  royalifts  as  low  and 
ignorant  perfons,  incapable  of 
commanding,  and  whofe  removal 
was  confequently  indifpenfible,  the 
agents  formed  a  ftaff  of  fuflicient 
magnitude  for  an  army  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  men,  without  referv- 
ing  a  (ingle  place  for  any  of  thofe 
brave  Poitevins,  who,  for  nearly 
three  years,  had  expofed  their  lives. 
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and  facrlficed  their  fortunes,  in  the 
caufe  of  the  monarchy.  Than  this 
■meafure  nothing  could  have  been 
better  contrived  to  convert  the 
Poitevins  and  emigrants  into  in- 
vetera  te  enemies  of  each  other,,  and 
in  a  fhort  time  to  accompliih  the 
deftruftion  of  the  royalift  party. 

The  plan  of  operations  is  faid  to 
have  been  laid  down  by  Charette. 
As  the  coaft  between  Bourgneuf 
and  Sables  d’Olonne  was  too 
ftrongly  guarded  to  admit  of  a 
defcent  being  attempted  there,  he 
propofed  that  the  Britifh  troops 
ihould  divert  the  enemy’s  atten¬ 
tion  by  an  attack  upon  the  ifland 
of  Noirmoutier,  while  with  his 
forces  he  marched  to  receive  the 
Count  d*  Artois,  on  that  part  of  the 
coaft  which  lies  oppofite  to  the  Ifle 
of  Rhe,  and  where  the  republicans 
were  lefs  numerous  than  in  other 
quarters. 

The  fleet,  with  the  fir  A  divifion, 
put  to  -fea  from  Portfmouth,  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  Augufi,  but  was 
delayed  at  St.  Helens,  for  feveral 
days,  by  contrary  winds.  The 
fame. caufe  rendered  its  paffage 
more  than  ufualiy  tardy.  It 
fleered  its  courfe  to  the  bay  of 
Quiberon,  whence,  after  a  fhort 
flay,  it  proceeded  to  the  coaft  of 
Poitou,  which  it  did  not  reach  till 
the  latter  end  of  September.  On 
the  twenty -feventh,  the  Britifh 
commodore.  Sir  John  Warr$n, 
Summoned  the  governor  of  Noir¬ 
moutier,  to  furrender  the  ifland. 
The  governor,  in  reply,  requefted 
a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for  twenty-four 
hours,  that  he  might  -confult  his 
fuperior  officer  on  the  continent  ; 
but,  this  being  refufed,  he  declared 
that  he  would  defend  his  charge  to 
the  laft  extremity.  From  the  fub- 


fequent  confeffion  of  the  republi¬ 
cans  it,  neverthelefs,  appears,  that 
the  governor  was  entirely  without 
the  means  of  a  protrafted  defence, 
and  that  he  aiked  for  a  fufpenfion 
of  arms  only  to  gain  time  for  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements.  Un¬ 
acquainted,  however,  with  the  flats 
of  the  governor  ’s  refources,  the  Bri- 
tifn  and  French  officers  did  not 
deem  it  advifable  to  hazard  an 
attack.  The  troops,  therefore, 
were,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  landed 
on  the  fmall  and  flerile  ifland,  cal¬ 
led  Ifle  Dieu,  which  is  fituared 
about  three  leagues  from  the  fliore 
of  Poitou. 

Before  the  fquadron  quitted  tlie 
bay  of.Quiberon,  a  council  of  war 
is  faid  to  have  been  held,  in  which 
it  was  refolved  that  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  attempt  adifembark- 
ation  with  fuch  an  inadequate 
force,  and  that  in  confequence  the 
troops  fhould  be  landed  at  Ifle  Dieu, 
to  wait  the  coming  of  the  remain- 
der  of  the  army.  An  officer  was 
difpatched  to  make  the  refolution 
known  to  Charette,  that  he  might 
aft  accordingly.  But  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  communication  was  be¬ 
come  fo  great,  that  he  did  not 
arrive  at  the  quarters  of  the  royalift 
chief  till  it  was  too  late.  Other 
meflengers,  whom  the  Count  d’ Ar¬ 
tois  afterwards  entrufted  with  let¬ 
ters,  announcing  the  intention  of 
the  Britifh  general  to  fupply  the 
Poitevins  with  arms,  ammunition, 
and  artillery,  were  equally  re¬ 
tarded.  The  republicans,  fince 
the  landing  at  St.  Jean  de  Moot, 
had  trebled  the  ft r eng thv  of  their 
pofts  along  the  maritime  frontier 
of  Poitou. 

Charette,  meanwhile,  had  affem- 
bled  an  army  more  numerous  than 
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on  any  former  occafion.  Many 
perfons  who  had  hitherto  remained 
neuter,  were  now  eager  to  ferve 
under  the  brother  of  their  monarch, 
and  obtain  a  (hare  of  the  favours 
which  it  would  be  in  his  power  to 
bellow.  By  this  means  the  army 
was  fweiled  to  nearly  fifteen  thou  - 
fand  men.  Charette  was  in  march 
■with  it  towards  the  coaft,  when 
he  was  met  by  the  envoy,  who 
had  been  fent  to  apprife  him  that 
the  defcent  was  poftponed.  Thrown 
into  the  deepell  conflernation  by 
this  unexpended  intelligence,  the 
rovalift  leader  declared  that  the 
non-performance  of  the  promife 
which  had  been  made  him  would 
inevitably  be  fatal,  and  that  as 
nothing  was  left  for  him  but  tofiy, 
or  to  fall  with  arms  in  his  hands, 
he  was  refolved  upon  the  latter. 

.  A 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  a 
council  of  war  was  held  at  Nefmy, 
to  decide  whether  the  forces  fhould 
he  difmifled  for  the  prefent,  or 
whether  they  fhould  be  kept  toge¬ 
ther  to  make  an  attempt  on  fome 
of  the  republican  pods.  The  lat¬ 
ter  meafure  was  adopted.  The 
royalift  chiefs  determined  to  attack 
the  poll  of  St.  Cyr,  on  the  road 
from  Lu^on  to  Sables  d’Olonne, 
the  pofleffton  of  which  would  open 
to  them  a  fertile  diftri£t  hitherto 
uninjured  by  contending  armies. 
St.  Cyr  was  defended  by  only 
four  hundred  men,  who  had  en¬ 
trenched  the  churqh,  fo  as  to  form 
a  kind  of  fort,  which  could  not 
’  eafily  be  forced  without  artillery. 
It  was  the  original  defign  of  the 
royalift  chiefs  to  carry  the  place  by 
furprife  ;  but  this  defign  was  frus¬ 
trated  by  their  foldiers  having 
carelefsly  fet  fire  to  a  wood  in  the 
yieirjity  of  the  place,  and  thus 


given  the  alarm  to  the  enemy 
Charette,  nevertheiefs,  though 
fome  of  the  chiefs  reprefentcd  to 
him  the  danger  of  the  attack,  re¬ 
folved  to  proceed.  He  divided 
his  army  into  three  parts,  one  of 
which,  led  by  Guerin  and  Lamoelle, 
was  to  a  fault  the  town,  while  the. 
other  olviftons  prevented  the  arri¬ 
val  of  fuccours  from  Sables  d’Olonne 
and  Lu^on. 

The  aflault  was  made  with 

great  refolution,  and  was  received 

with  no  lefs.  All  the  ad-  c 

‘  r  r  •  Sept, 

vantage  of  poiition  was,  f 

however,  on  the  fide  of  the  '>* 
enemy.  From  the  church  they 
directed  in  fafety  an  unerring  fire, 
which  fpread  death  among  the  roy¬ 
alift  ranks.  Guerin,  who  had  already 
had  two  horfes  killed  under  him, 
now  difmounted,  and  at  the  head 
of  a  part  of  his  men  endeavoured 
to  fcale  the  walls.  He  was  re¬ 
pul  fed,  and  two  of  his  officers  were 
ilain.  Confufion  began  to  fpread 
among  the  affailants,  and  it  was 
increafed  by  the  arrival  of  Cha- 
rette’s  divifton,  which  haftening  to 
their  fuccour,  was  miftaken  for  a 
republican  corps,  and  accordingly 
fired  upon.  Guerin  at  length  re- 
ftored  order,  and  was  preparing 
to  advance  again  to  the  aflault, 
when  two  balls  laid  him  dead  on 
the  fpot.  His  troops  immediately 
gave  way.  At  this  moment  the 
garrifon  of  Lu^on  fell  upon  and  put 
to  flight  the  divifton  which  was 
ftationed  at  Pont  Laclaic,  to  hold 
it  in  check.  Unable  to  maintain 
its  ground,  the  whole  royalift 
army  precipitately  retired  to  la 
Roche  fur  Yonne,  .leaving  four 
hundred  men  upon  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle.  The  difeouragement  and  dis¬ 
content  which  this  repulfe  occa- 
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fioned,  and  the  lofs  of  Guerin,  an 
officer  enthuliaftically  beloved  by 
ids  foldiers,  were  productive  of 
very  prejudicial  effects  to  the  roy- 
alilt  caufe. 

Never  had  fpirit  and  perfeft 
union  been  more  requifite  in  Cha. 
rette’s  army,  than  they  were  at 
fhis  period.  The  royalift  leader 
had  to  contend  with  an  adverfary 
of  greater  adivity,  talents,  and 
art,  than  any  to  whom  he  had  yet 
been  oppofed.  That  adverfary 
had,  too,  a  formidable  army  under 
his  command.  Hoche  was  the 
new  antagonift  of  Charette.  His 
fuccefs  at  Quiberon  induced  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  to. 
wards  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  to 
appoint  him  commander  of  the 
army  of  the  weft,  *  in  the  room  of 
Canclaux,  who  was  removed  to  the 
army  in  the  fouth.  On  the  twelfth 
of  September  he  affumed  the  com¬ 
mand. 

To  enable  him  to  aft  with  vi¬ 
gour,  fteps  were  taken  for  raifing 
his  army  to  fifty  thoufand  effeftive 
men.  All  the  troops  which  had 
been  employed  in  the  Weftern  Py¬ 
renees,  and  which  were  now  fet 
free  by  the  peace  with  Spain,  were 
deftined  to  reinforce  him.  But, 
however  powerful  was  the  army 
intruded  to  his  guidance,  he  relied 
lefs  upon  arms  than  upon  policy  for 
the  accomplifnment  of  his  purpofe. 
The  military  part  of  his  plan  con¬ 
fided  in  occupying  ftrongly  en. 
trenched  polls,  keeping  four  co¬ 
lumns  in  continual  motion  over 
the  royalift  territory,  and  difarm¬ 
ing  the  peafantry,  by  driving  off 
all  the  cattle  of  any  commune 
which  refilled  the  republicans, 
giving,  at  the  fame  time,  apromife 
jhat  the  cattle  lhould  be  reftored 
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as  foon  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
commune  furrendered  their  arms. 

The  more  efficacious  meafures 
of  policy,  which  were  to  be 
brought  in  aid  of  thefe  coercive 
meafures,  were  wifely  conceived. 
One  great  objeft  was  to  difunite 
the  peafantry  from  the  chiefs,  and 
the  chiefs  from  each  other.  To 
gain  over  the  peafantry,  pillage 
was  to  be  ftriftly  forbidden  ; 
children  and  old  men  were  to  be 
humanely  treated  ;  and  females  were 
to  be  won  by  an  excefs  of  kind- 
nefs,  by  flattery,  by  bribes,  and 
by  every  other  art  which  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  influencing  their  conduft. 
But  that  upon  which  Hoche  prin¬ 
cipally  relied,  to  bring  about  the 
fubrniffion  of  the  country,  was  an 
entire  change  in  the  mode  of  afting 
towards  religion  and  its  minifters. 
Hitherto  the  priefts  had  been  per- 
fecuted  with  unrelenting  malig- 
nlry.  Convinced  that  nothing 
was  to  be  hoped  while  this  perfe- 
cution  continued,  he  determined 
that  henceforth  it  lhould  nor  only 
be  difeontinued,  but  that  the  priefts 
lhould  even  be  Invited  to  per¬ 
form  their  religious  duties,  and 
lhould  receive  a  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  portion  of  attention  and  re- 
fpeft  from  thole  men  who  had  fo 
long  delighted  in  heaping  upon 
them  every  injury  and  indignity. 
As  to  the  royalift  chiefs,  fome  of 
them  might,  he  flattered  liirnfelf, 
be  gained  by  feauftion,  others  by 
fear,  and  the  remainder  be  either 
deftroyed  in  the  field,  or  betrayed 
into  his  hands  by  their  traitorous 
and  bribed  alfociates. 

In  purfuance  of  this  fcheme  he, 
as  foon  as  he  arrived  at  the  camp, 
ilfued  a  well  written  addrefs  to  his 
army,  threatening  with  the  feverell 
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puniihment  whoever  had  the  teme¬ 
rity  to  pillage,  or  be  guilty  of 
wanton  bloodshed.  Officers  were 
pointedly  warned  that  they  were 
personally  refporffible  for  the  ac> 
lions  of  their  Soldiers.  This  ad- 
drefs  was  followed  by  a  procla¬ 
mation,  to  the  inhabitants  or  Ven¬ 
dee,  drawn  up  in  language  of  the 
utmoft  moderation  and  mildnefs. 
While  it  defcribed  the  Poitevins 
as  being  naturally  good  and  hofpi- 
table,  it  artfully  threw  en  the 
chiefs  alone  the  blame  of  the  re- 

A  . 

newal  of  hoftilities.  The  retalia- 
toiy  vengeance,  lately  exercifed 
upon  the  republican  prifoners  by 
Charette,  was  considered,  though 
with  little  reafon,  as  an  aft  of  af- 
faffination.  Charette  himfelf  was 
fpoken  of  in  the  molt  inveterately 
hoftiie  and  infulting  manner;  and, 
to  fow  in  his  breaft  fufpicion  of  his 
officers,  it  was  roundly  afferted, 
that  fome  of  the  Poitevin  leaders 
detefted  his  character,  and  were 
anxious  for  his  downfall.  Thefe 
chiefs  were  invited  to  difcontinue 
th  eir  oppofition  to  the  republic, 
and  again  become  French  citizens. 
Nothing  more,  it  was  faid,  would 
be  required  of  them  than  to  lay 
down  their  weapons.  The  pea¬ 
sants  were  exhorted  to  rebuild  their 
cottages,  cultivate  their  fields, 
worlhip  their  Creator,  and  reft  af¬ 
fined  that  in  the  troops  they  fhould 
find  only  zealous  proteftors  and 
friends.  Abufe  of  the  Englifh 
and  emigrants  filled  up  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  this  wily  compofition. 

At  the  moment  when  the  Britifh. 
fquadron  appeared  off  the  coaft, 
Hoche  put  his  army  in  motion,  and 
advanced  upon  Belleville,  for  the 
purpofe  of  preventing  Charette 
from  feconding  the  difembarkation. 


When  he  reached  Belleville,  he 
found  the  place  deferted,  and 
learned  that,  fince  the  defeat  of 
the  royalift  army  at  St.  Cyr,  the 
divifions  had  been  difmiffed  to 
their  refpeftive  diftrifts.  Charette 
had  given  them  orders  to  keep  the 
enemy  conftantly  employed  on  all 
fides,  and  to  harafs  the  republican 
columns,  and  hinder  their  junftion. 
Hoche,  therefore,  his  end  being 
attained,  returned  with  his  forces 
to  the  quarters  whence  they  had 
marched.  The  troops  from  the 
weftern  Pyrenees  were  now  almoft 
on  she  borders  of  Poitou,  and  he 
refoived  to  fufpend  his  movements 
till  this  reinforcement  arrived.  It 
entered  the  fouth  of  Poitou  early 
in  the  month  of  Oftober. 

The  fyftem  upon  which  Hoche 
was  determined  to  aft  was  not  of  a 
nature  to  give  rife  to  thofe  fplen- 
did  events  which  are  common  in  a 
ft  ate  of  warfare.  Its  operation 
was  filent  and  gradual ;  not  af- 
faulting  but  undermining.  Cha¬ 
rette,  neverthelefs,  found  himfelf 
fo  much  preffed  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  republican  troops  held 
him,  as  it  were,  invefted,  that  he 
was  under  the  neceffity  of  urgently 
calling  upon  Sapinaud  to  make, 
with  the  army  of  the  centre,  2n 
immediate  diverfion  in  his  favour. 
Sapinaud,  who  had  till  now  worn 
the  femblance  of  being  pacifically 
difpofed,  complied  with  his  wifhes. 
He  furprifed  Mortagne,  and  ob¬ 
tained  fome  advantages  ;  which, 
however,  were  of  little  impor¬ 
tance.  Hoche,  as  foon  as  he  could, 
make  the  neceffary  arrange- 
ments,  fent  a  column,  under 
general  Willot,  into  the  2<^‘ 
territory  of  Sapinaud,  with  orders 
to  carry  off  all  the  corn  and  cattle. 


i 


\ 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [107 


snc!  to  publifii  a  proclamation, 
offering  to  reft  ore  what  had  been 
thus  taken,  if  the  inhabitants  of 
the  newly  revolted  dift  rifts  would 
furrender  their  arms. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  No¬ 
vember,  a  Hill  deeper  gloom  was 
thrown  over  the  profpefts  of  Cha- 
jette.  Thofe  fuccours  upon  which 
he  had  built  all  his  hopes  'were 
withdrawn  fromthecoaft  of  France. 
There  being  no  poffibili ty  of  ef- 
fefting  a  landing;  the  providing  of 
fubfilten.ce  for  the  troops  being  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  ;  and  the  feafon 
being  fo  far  advanced  as  to  render 
it  highly  imprudent  for  the  fqua- 
dron  to  remain  any  longer  on  the 
dangerous  thore  of  Poitou  ;  the 
Britifh  commanders  refolved  to  re- 
irnbark  the  army,  and  abandon  Me 
Dieu.  One  circumftance  affords 
a  ftriking  proof  of  the  impraftica- 
bility  ol  penetrating  into  the  inte¬ 
rior  of  Vendee.  A  furn  of  five 
thoufand  pounds,  deftined  for  Cha- 
rette,  was  obliged  to  be  fent  into 
Britanny,  that  it  might  reach  him 
in  fafety. 

WhQn  the  Count  d’Artois  firft 
arrived  at  Me  Dieu,  he  was  eager 
to  join  Charette,  and  would  wil¬ 
lingly  have  landed,  though  unac¬ 
companied  by  any  forces.  This 
ardent  defire  was,  however,  foon 
extinguifhed,  but  not  by  a  failure 
of  good  will  or  courage  on  his 
part.  The  change  in  his  conduft 
was  the  work  of  the  French  agents, 
Thofe  artificers  of  evil  did  not  ex¬ 
empt  from  their  calumny  even  the 
brother  of  their  fovereign.  No¬ 
thing  can  be  more  obvious,  than 
that  the  great  utility  of  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  a  prince  of  the  blood 
among  the  royalifts,  muft  confifl 
in  his  becoming  a  center  of  union, 
#nd,  by  his  fuperior  rank  and 


power*  being  enabled  to  put  an  end 
to  all  petty  rivalthips  and  difeord- 
ant  projefts.  But  the  Count  d' Ar¬ 
tois  was,  for  fome  reafon  or  other, 
probably  from  his  fuperior  talent 
and  difeernment,  exceedingly  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  agents,  who  did  not 
fcruple  to  infinuate  that  he  had 
defDns  on  the  throne.  To  humi- 
liate  him,  therefore,  they  formed 
the  ftrange  and  impudent  plan,  of 
putting  him  under  the  command 
of  Charette.  Nor  was  this  all. 
At  the  moment  when  they  be¬ 
lieved  him  to  have  joined  Charette, 
they  wrote  ro  the  royalift  chief  a 
letter,  malignantly  and  falfeiy  de¬ 
fending  in  the  blacked  colours, 
and  almoft  as  monfters  of  iniquity, 
all  the  chofen  friends  of  the  Count, 
and  recommending  that  the  fecrets 
of  the  p^rty  fhould  be  fcrupuloufly 
concealed  from  his  Royal  High- 
nefs.  This  letter  fell  into  other 
ha  ads  than  thofe  for  which  it  was, 
intended.  It  came  into  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Count  de  Puifaye,  by 
whom  it  was  tranfrnitted  to  the 
ilUftrious  perfonage,  who  was  tha 
objeft  of  its  ilander.  What  feel¬ 
ings  it  excited  may  be  eafiiy  ima¬ 
gined. 

In  the  beginning  of  December, 
Hoche  direfted  a  forward  move¬ 
ment  along  the  whole  of  his  line. 
He  made  himfelf  mailer  of  feverai 
polls,  feparated  the  army  of  Cha¬ 
rette  from  the  army  of  the  center, 
and  circumfcribed  the  forces  of 
Charette  within  the  narrow  limits 
of  that  clofe  and  woody  part  of 
Poitou,  which  bears  the  name  of 
le  Bocage.  No  royalift  chief  had 
yet  fubmitted  to  him,  but  many 
parifhes  had  brought  in  their  arms, 
and  promifed  to  remain  obedient, 
and  others  were  on  the  point  of 
following  their  example. 
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The  pofieffion  of  more  extenfive 
powers  was,  nevertheless,  ftill 
wanting,  to  enable  Hoche  to  carry 
his  plans  into  complete  execution. 
He  was  thwarted  in  his  meafures 
by  the  civil  authorities  of  the 
country,  which  frequently  favour¬ 
ed  the  royalitls,  and  thus  encou¬ 
raged  them  to  a  protracted  refin¬ 
ance.  It  was,  -likewife.  imprac¬ 
ticable  for  him  wholly  to  put  a 
flop  to  pillage,  as  long  as  his  army 
was  left,  as  it  now  fometimes  was, 
without  fubfiftence,  through  the 
negleCt  of  the  commiffaries,  over 
whom  he  had  no  ccntroul.  Yet, 
he  knew  it  to  be  impofiible  to  ter¬ 
minate  the  v/ar,  unlefs  the  Poite- 
vins  were  convinced  that  they  had 
xx)  longer  any  thing  to  dread  from 
the  rapacity  of  the  republican  fol- 
diers.  Cherin,  one  of  the  officers 
of  his  ftaffi,  was,  therefore,  dif- 
patched  to  the  capital,  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  Directory  a  projeCt,  for  re¬ 
moving  thofe  obftacles  which  Hood 
in  the  way  of  the  general.  Hoche 
himfelf  was,  in  confequence,  fum- 
moned  ftiortly  after  to  Paris,  to 
confer  with  the  members  of  the 
government,  and  the  command  of 
his  army  was  provifionally  con- 
tided  to  general  Willot. 

While  the  republican  leader  was 
abfent  at  Paris,  the  finifter  effect 
of  his  arts  became  daily  more  vifi- 
ble  in  Poitou.  He  had  brought  over 
to  his  fide,  numbers  of  the  pried s, 
and  women  poffeffing  influence. 
Towards  the  end  of  December,  a 
ftrong  party,  in  favour  of  peace, 
was  formed  among  the  chiefs.  It 
was  commenced  by  Dugat  and 
Bouffeau,  and  they  very  foon  pre¬ 
vailed  on  the  two  la  Roberies, 
Couetus,  the  younger  Guerin,  and 
feveral  royalifls  of  landed  property, 
to  join  them  in  the  fcheme  of  per- 


fuading  or  compelling  Charette  to 
difcontinue  the  con  ted.  The  par- 
tifans  of  peace  were  doubtlffs  in- 
creafed  bv  the  hopelefsnefs  of  fuc- 
cour,  which  the  departure  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  from  their  coads  mud 
have  occafioned.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  fome  time  before  any  of  them 
could  find  courage  to  make  their 
fentiments  known  to  Charette.  At 
length,  Prudent  la  Robcrie  under¬ 
took  to  deliver  to  their  general  a 
memorial,  containing  their  .opinions 
and  wifhes.  Charette  received  the 
memorial  with  indignation,  and 
overwhelmed  the  prefenter  of  it 
with  reproaches.  He  dwelt  on 
the  perddioufnefs  of  abandoning 
one  who  was  not  only  his  leader, 
but  his  friend  ;  reminded  him  that 
the  blood  of  his  parents  and  his 
brother  yet  cried  from  the  ground 
for  Vengeance;  and  warned  him 
not  to  throw  away,  in  a  moment, 
the  glory  which  he  had  acquired 
by  three  years  of  toil  and  combats. 
Unable  to  fuppon  the  anger  of  his 
general  and  friend,  la  Roberie 
threw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  Cha- 
rette,  promifed  not  to  quit  him  till 
death,  and  declared  that  he  would 
quickly  recover  his  efleem.  “  I 
i(  will  foon  afford  you  an  op- 
f<  portunity  replied  Charette, 
“  within  two  days,  I  (hall  attack 
i(  the  enemy.’5 

The  republicans  had  polled  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Boulogne,  a 
divifion  to  guard  the  paffage  of 
the  river.  A  royalift  column  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  march  againft  this 
divifipn.  When  the  orders  were 
given,  la  Roberie  exclaimed  in  a 
joyful  tone,  “  My  dying  day  is 
“  arrived  V*  It  was  in  vain  that 
Charette  charged  him  not  to  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  to  needlefs  danger. 
The  language  held  by  his  general 
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had  funk  too  deeply  into  his  heart, 
and  had  rendered  life  a  burthen. 
He  rufhed  foremoft  acrofs  the  river, 
into  the  thickeft  of  the  enemy,  and, 
after  prodigies  ol  valour,  fell, 
mortally  wounded,  before  his  men 
could  come  into  action.  His 
troops,  having  put  the  republicans 
to  flight,  carried  their  dying  chief 
to  the  hi- ad  quarters  of  Charette 
at  Saligne.  La  Roberie  had  only 
(Length  left  to  requeft  pardon  from 
his  general;  to  exprefs  a  hope  that 
his  death  would  wafh  away  the 
only  fpot  which  flained  his  cha¬ 
racter,  and  to  defire  that  his  arms 
might  be  buried  with  him.  In  la 
Roberie,  the  victim  of  a  high 
though  mi  (taken  fenfe  of  honour, 
the  royalift  army  loft  one  of  the 
braveit,  moft  aftive,  and  molt  be¬ 
loved  of  its  leaders. 

This  lofs  was  followed  by 
another  of  ftill  greater  feverity. 
A  republican  detachment  from 
Challans  furprifed  a  confiderable 
number  of  royalift  officers,  among 
whom  were  feveral  chiefs,  all  of 
whom  were  fentenced  to  die  by  a 
military  commiffion. 

In  want  of  provifions  and  fo¬ 
rage,  and  defirous,  befides,  of  fuc- 
couring  the  divifion  of  Cailleau, 
which  was  clofely  preffed  by  the 
enemy,  Charette  led  his  troops 
towards  Chantonay.  Having  ef¬ 
fected  his  junction  with  Cailleau, 
he  refolved  to  attack  two  republi¬ 
can  camps,  at  Quatre  Chemins,  and 
the  caftle  of  L’Oie.  Under  cover  of 
the  night,  the  royalifts  filently  ap¬ 
proached  the  camp  of  Quatre  Che¬ 
mins,  cut  off  the  advanced  polls 
without  giving  any  alarm,  and 
ftormed  the  camp,  many  of  the  de¬ 
fenders  of  which  were  put  to  the 
fword  before  they  were  well  awake. 
The  remainder,  nevertheless,  form¬ 
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ed  in  order  of  battle,  but  were 
rapidly  broken,  and  compelled  to 
feek  for  fhelter  in  the  camp  of 
L’Oie.  Thither  they  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  royalift  army,  and 
that  camp  alfo  was  carried  by  af- 
fault.  Six  hundred  of  the  republi¬ 
cans  were  flain.  Several  divisions 
being  by  this  time  in  motion  againft 
him,  Charette  fet  fire  to  the  camps, 
and  carrying  away  the  colours  and 
arms,  eftedted  his  retreat. 

This  was  the  laft  victory  which 
was  gained  by  Charette.  Hence¬ 
forth  his  fortunes  rapidly  declined. 
On  the  .very  next  day  he  was  foiled 
in  an  attack  upon  a  column  of  the 
enemy.  He  was  equally  unfortu¬ 
nate  in  an  attempt  upon  a  convoy, 
which  the  republicans  were  fending 
from  Grand  Luc  to  the  caftle  of 
Chatenay,  and  his  failure  was  ren¬ 
dered  ftill  more  difaftrous  by  the 
lofs  of  Pajot,  one  of  his  braveft 
officers,  in  whom  he  placed  an  unli¬ 
mited  confidence.  The  ranks  of 
his  army  were  now  thinned  every 
day  by  defertion,  or  death.  In 
this  emergency,  he  difpatched  Con- 
ftant  deSuzannet  and  D’Argens  to 
London,  to  defire  a  fpeedy  fuccour. 

Invigorated  by  thefe  circurn- 
ftances,  the  party  which  wifhed 
fot  peace,  and  which  had  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  been  filenced,  began  once 
more  to  entertain  hopes  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  conteft.  Some  of 
the  members  of  this  party  even 
withdrew  their  afllftance  from  their 
leader.  The  officers  of  the  Pays 
de  Retz  left  the  camp,  under 
pretence  of  aflembling  their  divi- 
fions  at  St.  Marc  de  Coute,  but 
inftead  of  affembling  their  fol- 
diers  they  gave  orders  for  difband- 
ing  them.  A  corps  of  Breton  vo¬ 
lunteers  alfo  quitted  the  army. 
Alarmed  by  thefe  defections,  Cha-u 

rette. 
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rette,  though  hoftile  as  ever  to  a 
treaty,  did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
prevent  Couetus,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  peace  party,  from  hav¬ 
ing  a  conference  with  the  republi¬ 
can  general  Gratien,  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  a  pacification.  At  the 
conclufion  of  the  interview,  Gra- 
tien  promifed  that  he  would  write 
to  imform  general  Hoche  of  the 
propofitions  which  had  been  made 
by  the  royalift  chiefs.  While, 
however,  to  learn  the  rcfult  of 
their  overtures,  Couetus  and  fome 
of  his  friends  were  waiting  at  the 
caftle  of  Lepinay,  they  were  per- 
iiduoufly  feized  by  the  republi¬ 
cans,  fent  before  a  military  com. 
million,  and  fentenced  to  death. 
Couetus  might,  perhaps,  have  es¬ 
caped,  had  he  not  confefled  when 
queftioned,  that  he  was  one  of  the 
officers  engaged  in  the  Jate  enter- 
prife  againft  the  camp  of  Onatre 
Chemins.  His  enemies  had  no 
proof  of  the  faft ;  but,  confidering  a 
ialfehood  as  an  aft  of  meannefs  un¬ 
worthy  a  man  of  honour,  he  chofe 
*  7 
to  perifli  rather  than  difgrace  him- 

felf.  This  impolitic  ftep  of  the 
republicans  produced  for  a  fhort 
time  the  effeft  of  keeping  the  roy¬ 
alift  chiefs  firm  to  their  general, 
as  it  taught  them  to  beiieve  that 
nothing  but  their  fwords  could 
enfure  their  fafety. 

The  new  year  opened  with  the 
return  of  Hoche  from  the  capital. 
He  was  invefted  with  authority 
even  more  extenfive  than 
he  had  hoped  to  obtain. 
The  diftatorfhip  of  the 
weftern  provinces  Was,  in  reality, 
entrufted  to  him.  The  three  ar¬ 
mies  of  Bred,  Cherburgh,  and 
the  Weft,  were  consolidated  into 
one  army,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
army  of  the  fhores  of  the  ocean. 


which  was  placed  under  his  com¬ 
mand.  A  military  police  and 
martial  law  were  eftablifhed 
throughout  the  territory  which  he 
governed  ;  he  was  amply  provided 
with  the  means  of  fubfifting  his 
troops  ;  and  was  empowered  to 
take' whatever  meafureshis  wifdom 
might  fugged  for  the  termination 
of  the  war.  Fifty  thoufand  men 
compofed  the  force  of  which  he 
was  at  the  head  in  Poitou. 

The  army  of  the  center  having 
been  fo  vigoroufly  preffed  by  the 
republicans,  that  its  chiefs  were 
compelled  to  attempt  to  gain  time 
by  pretending  to  negociate,  Cha- 
rette  could  look  only  to  the  army 
of  Anjou  for  afliftance.  ']  hat  army 
was  on  the  eve  of  taking  the  fiel$, 
but  it  was  in  want  of  ammunition. 
Charette,  therefore,  with  fome 
difficulty,  got  together  nearly 
three  thoufand  men,  to  efcort  a 
convoy  of  powder  for  Stofflet. 
The  royalifts  were  repeatedly  at¬ 
tacked  on  their  march,  and  at 
length,  were  completely  routed 
and  difperfed.  The  convoy  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  After 
this  defeat,  Charette  was  no  longer 
able  to  colleft  a  force  of  any  mag¬ 
nitude. 

We  have  already  obferved  that 
Stofflet,  when  he  figned  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  republicans,  re- 
folved  never  to  recommence  hofti- 
lities,  unlefs  compelled  by  the  bad 
faith  of  the  enemy.  On  their  part, 
however,  there  was  certainly  no 
intention  of  pierforming  the  ftipu- 
lations.  Accordingly,  they  nei¬ 
ther  eftablifhed  the  territorial 
guard,  nor  paid  the  fum  of  two 
millions  oflivres,  which  they  had 
agreed  to  piay  for  the  ex pences  of 
the  war.  Stofflet,  neverthelefs, 
was  unwilling  to  come  to  a  rup¬ 
ture,, 
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tare,  though  their  conduct  would 
have  fully  juftified  him  in  con  ft . 
dering  the  treaty  as  annulled.  It 
-is  probable,  that  his  pacific  difpo- 
fition  was  much  flrengthened  by 
the  juft:  indignation  which  he  felt, 
on  feeing  that  honours  and  rewards 
were  lavifhed  upon  Charette  by 
the  agents  of  the  Bourbons,  while 
his  own  fplendid  fer vices,  and* 
thofe  of  his  army,  were  recom- 
penfed  by  neglect  or  contempt. 
So  reluctant  was  he  to  renew  fhe 
war,  that,  though  he  fent  the  Che¬ 
valier  D’Autichamp  tp  i fie  Dieu 
to  confer  with  the  Count  d’ Artois, 
this  ftep  was  not  followed  up  by  any 
rneafures  hoftftle  to  the  republicans. 
In  December,  at  the  period  when 
Hoche  was  on  his  way  to  Paris, 
StofHet  even  folicited  a  conference 
with  him,  and,  in  the  molt  con¬ 
ciliatory  language,  befought  that 
general,  to  prevail  on  the  Direc¬ 
tory  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effetfL 
Hoche  himfelf  bore  teftimony  that 
the  royal  if!  chief  was  defirous  of 
peace.  But  the  Directory,  dread¬ 
ing,  perhaps,  his  influence,  feems 
to  have  refolved  upon  driving  him 
into  hoftilities.  The  treaty  was 
difregatded,  threats  were  thrown 
out  againft  him,  fome  parifhes  be¬ 
longing  to  his  territory  were 
forcibly  difarmed,  and  he  was,  at 
length,  compelled  to  unfheath  the 
fword  in  his  own  defence. 
On  the  twenty-fifth  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  he  iflued  a  procla¬ 
mation,  by  which  the  army  of 
Anjou  was  once  more  fummoned 
to  the  field.  He,  likewife,  dif- 
patched  the  Count  de  Colbert  to 
London,  to  requeft  that  the  Count 
d’ Artois' would  haflen  to  put  him¬ 
felf  at  the  head  of  the  royalift 
forces. 

A  counter  proclamation  wag  di. 


redly  publifned  by  Hoche.  It 
announced  that  thirty  thoufand 
men  were  entering  the  territory  of 
StofHet,  and  would  be  followed  by 
fifteen  thoufand  more;  the  whole 
of  which  force  fhould  be  fupported 
at  the  ex  pence  of  Anjou  and  Upper 
Poitou,  till  rhafe  countries  were 
completely  difarmed.  But,  to  di¬ 
vide  the  peafanrry  from  their 
leaders,  it  declared  that  nothing 
fhould  be  taken  from  thofe  pa¬ 
rifhes  which  immediately  fubmit- 
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ted,  or  which  betrayed  the  royalift: 
chiefs  and  emigrants  into  the  hands 
of  the  republicans.  Refped  was 
promifed  to  be  fhewn  to  religion, 
pillage  was  feverely  prohibited  to 
thefoldiery,  and  she  peafantry  were 
allured  that  they  fhould  not  be 
compelled  to  fcrve  in  the  republi¬ 
can  armies.  The  threats  of  Hoche 
were  not  impotent  threats.  The 
formidable  army  which  he  men¬ 
tioned  was  already  in  motion. 

A  very  fhort  time  decided  the 
fate  of  the  gallant  StofHet.  The 
peace,  and  the  arts  of  the  enemy, 
had  deadened  the  fpirit  of  his  once 
enthufialtic  troops,  and  the  hid¬ 
den  -  irruption  of  overwhelming 
numbers,  now  fpread  confternation 
even  among  thofe  who  yet  remain¬ 
ed  warm  in  the  caufe  of  royalty. 
He  was  riot  able  to  affemble  more 
than  three  or  four  hundred  men, 
and  was  inceffimtly  purfued  by  the 
republican  divifions.  On  the  twen¬ 
ty  third  of  February,  the  place 
where  he  was  holding  a  conference 
with  fome  of  his  chiefs  was  be¬ 
trayed  by  a  traitor,  and  a  detach¬ 
ment  was  in  confequence  fent  to 
feize  him.  The  detachment  was 
but  too  fuccefsful.  StofHet,  two 
of  his  officers,  and  fome  other  roy-, 
alifls  were  made  prifoners.  It 
was  in  vain  that  the  royalift  chief 
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endeavoured  by  defperate  exer¬ 
tions  of  valour  to  compel  his  an- 
tagonifts  to  put  him  to  death  on  the 
fpor.  He  was  conducted  to  An¬ 
gers,  tried,  and  executed,  together 
with  a  German  officer  named  Licit - 
tenheim,  who  might  have 
efcaped  at  the  moment  of 
-)*  their  capture,  but  who 
was  fo  ftrongly  attached  to  Stoffiet, 
that  he  was  determined  not  to  fur- 
vive  him.  Having  affectionately 
embraced  each  other,  they  faced 
their  executioners  with  the  utmoft 
intrepidity,  and  the  laft  words 
which  Stoffiet  uttered  were,  “Vive 
<c  le  Roi/’  Valiant,  loyal,  pof- 
feffed  of  great  military  fkill,  and 
endowed  with  a  noble  mind,  Stof¬ 
fiet  was  worthy  to  be  ranked  with 
D’Elbee,  Bonchamp,  Lefcure,  and 
the  reft  of  thofe  illuftrious  charac¬ 
ters,  whofe  names  fhine  molt:  con- 
fpicuous  in  the  eventful  hiftory  of 
the  royalift  war.  The  Chevalier 
D’Autichamp  fucceeded  to  the 
command  of  the  Army  of  Anjou. 

Charette  did  not  lone  furvive 
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the  rival  whom  he  hated.  The 
forces,  the  ftratagems,  and  the 
confummate  arts  of  Hoche,  but  too 
well  juftified  the  hopes  of  fuccefs 
which  they  had  infpired.  Dimi- 
niffied  in  numbers,  foftened  by 
peace,  and,  above  all,  won  over 
by  the  refpedt  fhewn  to  their 
priefts,  the  Poitevins  no  longer 
felt  any  inclination  to  continue  the 
fanguinary  conteft.  Parifh  after 
parifh  brought  in  its  arms,  and 
promifed  fubmiffion  ;  fo  that,  by 
the  commencement  of  February, 
no  lefs  than  feven  thoufand  five 
hundred  muffiets  had  been  furren- 
dered  in  Lower  Poitou  alone.  Of 
thofe  perfons  who  fubmitted,  many 
leemed  anxious  to  prove  their  fin- 
cerity  by  their  fervices ;  and  they 


accordingly  betrayed  t@  the  re¬ 
publicans  the  places  where  the  ma¬ 
gazines  and  ftores  of  the  royalift' 
leader  were  concealed.  By  this 
treachery  Hoche  obtained  poffef- 
fion  of  feven  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  balls  and  pow¬ 
der. 

Nothing  was  left  undone  by  the 
general,  or  his  mailers,  to  com¬ 
plete  the  difarming  of  the  Poi¬ 
tevins.  The  Directory  addreffed 
to  them  a  proclamation,  hypocriti¬ 
cally  breathing  the  moil  pacific 
and  fraternal  fentiments,  and 
fraught  with  flattery  and  promifes. 
Hoche,  on  his  fide,  promifed  that 
not  only  Charette  and  the  other 
chiefs,  but  even  the  emigrants, 
fhould,  if  they  wifhed,  be  furnifh- 
ed  with  the  means  of  retiring  to 
any  foreign  country  where  they 
ch.ofe  to  refide,  and  fhould  have 
the  produce  of  their  eftates  fecured 
to  them.  He  likewife  pledged 
himfelf,  that  the  young  men  of 
the  requifition  fhould  not  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  ferve,  and  he  again  gave 
the  ftridleft  orders  to  his  own 
troops  to  avoid  pillage  and  vio¬ 
lence,  under  pain  of  being  feverely 
punifhed  in  cafe  of  difobedience. 

It  would  manifeft  a  glaring 
want  of  impartiality  to  deny, 
that,  in  executing  the  difficult  talk 
affigned  to  him,  Hoche  difplayed 
equal  policy,  fpirit  and  modera¬ 
tion.  He  appears  to  have  been 
fincerely  defirous  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  war,  with  as  little  in¬ 
jury  as  poffible  to  the  country  ; 
and,  though  not  religious  himfelf, 
to  have  been  convinced  of  the  in- 
juftice,  as  well  as  imprudence,  of 
perfecuting  religion  in  the  perfons 
of  its  minifters.  Yet  he  could  not 
efcape  calumny  from  his  own 
party.  A  league  was  formed 

againft 
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againft  him  by  feveral  republican; 
who  poffeffed  eftates  in  Vendee. 
Some,  looking  only  to  his  firmnefs, 
^ccufed  him  of  wifhing  to  renew 
the  reign  of  terror;  others,  diffatif- 
fied  with  his  prudent  forbearance, 
accufed  him  of  protracting  the 
war,  by  his  want  of  vigour  ;  and 
all  joined  in  railing  their  voices  to 
demand  his  recaH.  He  himfelf, 
difgufted  by  their  repeated  com¬ 
plaints,  more  than  once  requeued 
leave  to  refign.  The  Directory, 
however,  had  the  wifdom  to  dis¬ 
regard  the  clamours  of  his  enemies, 
and  to  continue  to  place  in  him  an 
unlimited  confidence., 

Hoche,  meanwhile,  redoubled  his 
activity  in  purfuit  of  Charette, 
the  capture  of  whom  would,  he 
hoped,  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  low¬ 
er  Poitou.  Women  and  prieffs  were 
employed  as  fpies  upon  the  royalift 
chief,  huiTars  were  difguifed  as 
peafants,  and  ordered  to  wear  the 
white  cockade  in  order  to  entrap 
him,  and  numerous  fmall  columns 
of  troops,  and  efpecialiy  cavalry, 
were  kept  marching,  day  and 
night,  in  all  directions,  that,  to 
ufe  the  words  of  the  general  him¬ 
felf,  lf  their  prey  might  not  have 
time  to  breathe.” 

Hemmed  in  as  he  was,  and  al- 
moft  hunted  down,  it  was  in  vain 
that  fome  of  his  officers,  who  yet 
remained  faithful,  hut  who  were 
convinced  that  nothing  could  at 
prefent  be  effected  by  arms,  urged 
him  to  retire  to  England,  and 
wait  till  the  Poitevins  were  again 
driven  to  the  field,  by  thofe  ex¬ 
actions  and  violences  to  which 
they  would  moft  probably  be  ex- 
pofed  from  the  triumphant  repub¬ 
licans.  Pie  might  then,  they  to’d 
him,  return  with  fuccours,  and  re¬ 
new  the  conflict  with  better  hopes 
■  You.  XXXVIII. 


of  fuccefs.  Looking  on  his  de'fertron 
of  the  remains  of  his  party  as  an-aCb 
of  cowardice,  he  refufed  to  liften  to 
their  counfel.  For  the  purpofe, 
however,  of  gaining  time  to  rally 
round  him  a  few  of  his  foldiers,  he 
fignified  to  the  republican  general 
his  with  to  withdraw  from  France. 
Hoche  readily  acceded  to  the  pro- 
pofition,  and  offered  a  veffel  to 
convey  the  royalift  chief  and  his 
friends  to  Jerfey.  But  Charette,1 
as  fcon  as  he  had  accomplifhed  his 
defigrt,  haughtily  replied  that  all 
the  veffels  of  the  republic  would 
be  ihfufficient  to  convey  his  friends 
to  the  Britifh  territories. 

Unfortunately,  this  reply  was 
dictated  by  his  fpirit,  and  not  by 
his  fituation.  Every  day  deprived 
him  of  fome  of  his  panifans.  In 
the  courfe  of  February  p  , 
he  fuftained  feveral  heavy  ^  6  ^ 
Ioffes.  In  a  defperate  com- 
bat  at  Froidefont  with  the  corps 
of  adjutant  general  Travot,  one 
third  of  his  final!  band  perifhedr 
and  his  brother,  the  chevalier  La- 
jaille  and  two  chiefs  of  divifion, 
M.  M.  Beaumel,  and  Cailland* 
were  Plain  by  his  fide.  Lemoelle 
and  Dabbayes,  officers  of  merit, 
were  killed  in  other  aCtions,  and 
the  younger  Guerin,  and  the  fur- 
viving  brother  of  the  family  of 
La  Roberie,  with  the  troops  which 
they  commanded,  abandoned  the 
royal  caufe.  La  Roberie  is  even 
faid  to  have  difgraced  his  name 
and  character,  -by  volunteering  to 
guide  the  columns  which  were  in 
purfuit  of -his  general.  The  re¬ 
publicans  themfelves  could  not 
refrain  from  manifelting  their  con¬ 
tempt  of  this  defpicable  traitor, 

A  few  followers,  who  had  de- 
ferted  from  the  republican  army* 
were  nearly  all  that  now  remained 
\H  ]  with. 
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with  Charette.  IncefTantly  track¬ 
ed,  he  wandered  from  farm  to  farm, 
feeking  a  momentary  afyium.  At 
length  the  fatal  hour  arrived*  On 
the  twenty-third  of  March,  as  he 
was  palling,  with  only  fifty  men, 
between  la  Guyoniere  and  la  Sa- 
blcnd,  adjutant-general  Valentin, 
at  the  head  of  a  hundred  grena¬ 
diers,  fell  upon  him  by  furprife, 
difperfed  his  party,  and,  after  a 
chace  of  feveral  miles,  compelled 
him  to  take  fhelter  in  the  copfe  of 
la  Chabotiere  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  St.  Sulpice.  Here,  at 
noon,  he  was  difcovered  by  general 
Travof.  Exhaufted  by  fatigue 
and  his  wounds,  he  was  fupported 
by  two  of  his  foldiers.  A  volley 
from  the  enemy  laid  them  dead  at 
his  feet,  and  put  to  flight  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  followers,  with  the 
exception  of  a  German  deferter, 
who  was  zealoufly  attached  to 
him.  Even  now,  Charette  had 
nearly  eluded  his  foes.  His  faith¬ 
ful  companion  threw  himfelf  into 
the  hands  of  the  republicans,  de¬ 
claring  that  he  was  the  royalifl; 
chief;  and  Charette,  who  was  con¬ 
cealed  behind  a  dyke,  was,  perhaps, 
on  the  point  of:  efeaptng,  when 
another  deferter,  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  mercy,  pointed  him  out 
to  the  enemy.  The  grenadiers 
ruihed  upon  him,  but  Charette, 
ftill  prefer ving  his  dignity,  would 
furrender  only  to  general  Travot. 

The  captive  chief  had  arrived  at 
Angers,  on  his  way  to  Paris,  when 
Hnche  gave  orders  that  he  fliould 
be  conduced  toNantz.  The  rea- 
ion  afllgned  for  this  change  in  his 
defoliation,  was  the  neceflity  of 
convincing  the  incredulous  citizens 
of  Nautz,  and  through  them  the 
jPmtevlns,  of  the  reality  of  the 
capture  which  they  now  refufed 


to  believe.  It  is  probable  that  a 
defire  of  humiliating  Charette,  lit 
the  very  city  into  which  he  had 
once  made  a  triumphal  entry,  had 
at  leaft  an  equal  fhare  in  the 
change. 

Neither  fatigue,  lofs  of  blood, 
the  thought  of  his  fallen  ftate,  nor 
the  profpeff  of  certain  death,  could 
vanquifh  the  fpirit  of  Charette. 
After  having,  preparatory  to  his 
trial,  been  interrogated,  he  was  led 
back  to  prifon  on  foot,  through  a 
great  part  of  the  city,  guarded  by 
a  numerous  efcort,  amidfl:  an  im- 
menfe  concourfe  of  people".  If  his 
enemies  hoped  to  expofe  him  to 
infult,  they  were  difappointed  ;  for 
no  difpofition  was  fhewn  to  infult 
him.  His  flep  was  firm,  his  coun¬ 
tenance  unchanged,  and  his  whole 
demeanour  alike  remote  from  arro¬ 
gance  and  meannefs.  At  his  trial, 
before  the  military  commillien,  he 
behaved  with  the  fame  magnani¬ 
mity.  Thofe  who  hated  him 
could  not  refrain  from  bearing  tef- 
timony  to  the  calm  and  dignified 
courage  which  hedifplayed  While 
his  judges  were  abfent  to  draw  up 
the  fentence,  he  converfed  with 
the  perfons  round  him,  and  when 
they  Cxpreflfed  their  wonder  that 
he  had  not  put  an  end  to  his  own 
exiflence,  he  replied  that  fuicide 
was  contrary  to  his  principles,  and 
that  he  confidered  it  as  an  aff  of 
cowardice.  The  fentence  of  death 
produced  no  alteration  in  his  fea¬ 
tures.  It  was  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion  on  the  afternoon  of  his  *  *  , 

trial.  When  he  arrived  at  “ 
the  appointed  fpot,  he  re- 
fufed  to  kneel,  or  to  allow  his  eyes 
to  be  covered.  He  opened  his 
bcfom,  and  drawing  his  wounded 
arm  from  the  fling,  gave  the  fignal 
for  the  difcharge  of  mulketry, 

which 
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wtucll  numbered  him  with  the 
dead.  Like  StofHet  he  expired 
with  the  cry  of  “  Vive  le  Roi” 
Upon  his  lips. 

Thus  peri fhed  Charette,  in  the 
thirty. third  year  of  his  age;  and 
in  him,  though  his  ambition,  and 
his  hatred  of  owning  any  fu- 
perlor,  had  more  than  once  been 
productive  of  fmifter*  confequences, 
the  royal  caufe  loft ,  neverthelefs, 
©ne  of  its  mod  determined  and  va¬ 
luable  fupporters.  His  valour  and 
fortitude  were  invincible  ;  he  had 
confpicuous  talents  for  carrying  on 
the  kind  of  war  which*  circuiu- 
ftances  and  the  nature  of  the 
country  required;  he  was  fertile  in 
refources ;  and*  till  the  moment 
when  the  peace  weakened  the  band 
of  union,  which  held  the  Poirevins 
to  their  chiefs,  he  poke  Ted  the 
boundlefs  confidence  and  refpeCl  of 
thofe  whom  he  commanded. 

Hoche,  though  a  foldier,  and 
though  he  had  deemed  it  t  ong  mea- 
fures  neceffary  to  difarm  the  roy- 
alids,  was  no  friend  to  governing 
by  military  law.  As  foon,  there¬ 
fore,  as  he  learned  the  capture  of 
Charette,  which  he  regarded  as  a 
decifive  event,  he  re-eflablifhed 
the  civil  adminiftration  in  Vendee, 
and  in  fome  portions  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  departments.  He,  at  the  fame 
time,  took  a  ftep  which  was  dic¬ 
tated  by  the  foundeft  policy.  Num¬ 
bers  of  deferters  had  joined  the  Poi- 
tevins,  and  were  compelled  to  re¬ 
main  in  arms  by  the  dread  of  pu- 
mfhment.  An  amnefty,  and  the 
choice  of  fervinp;  in  which  ever 
they  chofe  of  the  republican  armies, 
was  now  offered  to  them  by  Hoche, 
and  the  meafure  fucceeded  nearly  to 
the  full  extent  of  his  wifhes. 

From  this  period  the  conteft  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Loire,  may  be 


confidered  as  at  an  end.  It  was 
in  vain  that  the  Chevalier  D’Au- 
tichamp  made  every  exertion,  of 
which  loyalty  and  valor  were  ca¬ 
pable,  in  behalf  of  the  royal  caufe.* 
The  want  of  fuccours,  the  over¬ 
whelming  multitude  of  republican 
troops,  and  the  dimimfhed  energy 
of  the  royalifts,  rendered  all  his 
efforts  unavailing.  It  was  not, 
however,  till  hope  was  entirely 
extinguifhed  that  he  confented  to 
fheath  the  fword,  and  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  the  enemy.  The 
.  Abbe  Bernier,  his  counsellor,  re¬ 
tired  into  Switzerland,  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  Autichamp  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  Sapinaud,  and  others  of  the 
royalift  chiefs,  and  before  the  clofe 
of  May,  the  republicans  were 
makers  of  the  whole  of  Poitou. 

While  Poitou  was  making  its  laft 
kruggles,  an  extenfive  plan  of  in- 
furredion,  in  the  centre  of  France, 
was  formed  by  the  agents  of 
Lewis  the  Eighteenth,  wTo  con¬ 
fided  the  execution  of  it  to  the 
Count  de  Rochecotte,  a  young 
man  of  fome  activity  and  (lender 
talents,  whom  they  had  poffeffed 
with  a  magnificent  idea  of  their 
lagacity  and  refources.  This 
plan  embraced  the  five  depart¬ 
ments  of  Loire  and  Cher,  In- 
dre,  Cher,  Nieyre,  and  Loirer, 
which  comprehend  the  ancient 
provinces  of  the  Orleanois,  Niver- 
nois,  and  Berry.  The  infurrec- 
tion  was  to  break  out  at  once,  on 
the  three  widely  feparated  points 
of  V endome,Sancerre,  and  Chateau- 
roux  ;  and  on  each  of  thefe  points 
was  to  confift  of  thirty  thoufand 
peafanrs.  The  Count  de  Befignan 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  to  attempt 
to  furprife  the  citadel  of  Befan^on. 
In  cafe  of  a  fuccefsful  commence¬ 
ment,  the  infur  re&ion  was  to  bs 
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extended  to  the  Bourbonnois,  and 
Auvergne  ;  the  latter  of  which 
provinces,  rude  and  mountainous, 
is  admirably  calculated  for  the 
feat  of  irregular  warfare.  The 
line  occupied  by  the  royalifts, 
would  thus  have  reached  acrofs  the 
middle  of  France,  from  the  fhores 
of  Britanny  to  the  rugged  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Languedoc/  on  the  one 
hand,  and  ol  Switzerland  on  the 
other,  and  have  entirely  cut  ofF 
the  communication  between  the 
northern  and  the  fouthern  depart¬ 
ments.  Had  fuch  a  projeft  been 
carried  into  effeft  when  the  Poi- 
tevins  were  victorious,  the  ruin  of 
the  republic  mull  inevitably  have 
enfued. 

It  is  manifeft,  however,  that  to 
mature  fo  vaft  a  fcheme  required 
confiderable  time,  profound  wif- 
dom  and  fecrefy,  and  a  concur¬ 
rence  of  favourable  circumflances. 
But  all  thefe  were,  in  reality, 
wanting.  Of  the  ninety  thoufand 
royalifis,  who  were  fo  largely 
reckoned  upon,  only  a  very  fmall 
part  exifted,,  except  on  paper, 
or  in  the  heated  imagination  of 
the  Parifian  agents.  Still,  a  con¬ 
fiderable  accdhon  of  flrength  might, 
perhaps,  have  been  gained  by 
patience,  delay,  and  petfeverance, 
had  not  the  moment  of  action  been 
precipitated  by  the  rafhnefs  of  the 
pcafants  of  the  did  rift  of  Chateau. 
roux,  and  the  want  of  firmnefs  in 
their  commander,  Dupin,  who 
confcnted  to  1  ad  them  into  the 
'  field,  even  before  the  too  early 
period  which  was  fixed  for  the 
general  riling  of  the  three  -pro¬ 
vinces.  The  reful t  was  fuch  a.s 
might  have  been  expefted.  The 
£mtdl  force  of  Du  pin  was  immedi¬ 
ately  routed.  Inibead  of  learning 
prudence  from  this  kfion,  and  cart* 


fully  refraining  from  hoffile  move¬ 
ments  till  every  thing  was  ready, 
feme  of  the  fubordinate  chiefs  in- 
difcreetly  haftened  the  infurreftioo 
of  Sancerre,  to  draw  off  the  repub¬ 
licans  from  Chateauroux.  Two 
thoufand  peafants  were  af-  . 
fembled  at  Jars  by  Philip-  ‘|rC  1 
peaux,  one  of  the  chiefs,  ^ 
and  with  this  force  he  marched 
againft  Sancerre,  of  which  he  made 
himfelf  matter  without  oppofition. 
He  remained  in  polfefiion  of  the  town 
eight  days,  which  time  the  repub¬ 
licans  employed  in  fending  troops 
from  all  quarters  to  the  feene  of 
action.  As  foon  as  they  had  col- 
lefted  a  fufficient  number,  they 
moved  towards  Sancerre,  which  he 
evacuated  on  their  approach.  To 
render  affairs  (till  more  defperate, 
difputes  now  arofe  among  the 
chiefs  of  the  infurreftion.  After 
a  trivial  aftion  at  the  village  of 
Sens-Beaujeau,  in  which  the  roy¬ 
alifts  were  put  to  the  rout,  they 
difperfed  to  their  homes  ;  and  thus 
terminated  a*n  enterprife  which 
at  firft  gave  infinite  alarm  to  the 
republicans,  and  which,  had  it  been 
founded  on  a  folid  bafis,  and  proper¬ 
ly  managed,  might  have  been  pro- 
duftive  of  fplendid  confequences  to 
the  royal  caufe. 

There  was  ftill  one  province  of 
France  in  which,  notwithftanding 
the  republicans,  and  thofe  more 
formidable  enemies,  the  agents  of 
Lewis  the  eighteenth,  the  royal-ill 
party  was  too  firmly  effablifhed  to 
be  deftroyed  by  any  ordinary 
means.  This  was  the  province  of 
Britanny,  where,  by  /dint  of  in- 
ceflant  exertion,  the  Count  de 
Puifaye  had  placed  affairs  in  a 
more  favourable  fituation  than  they 
had  been,  even  previoufly  to  the 
difaitrous  cataftrophe  which  oc¬ 
curred 
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currcd  at  Ouiberon.  As,  how¬ 
ever,  a  complete  narrative  of  the 
proceedings  in  Britanny,  would 
lead  us  into  the  year  1797,  and  as 
it  would  lofe  much  of  its  intereft 
by  being  divided  into  two  parts, 


[i  17 

we  ffiall  defer  it  till  our  next  vo¬ 
lume,  when  it  will  be  given  fully, 
and  from  authentic  documents, 
which  have  never  before  been  in 
the  poffeffion  of  any  hi  dorian, 
either  Eosdifli  or  French. 


CHAP.  VII, 

Military  Hifory.  Reflation  of  the  Directory  to  make  a  'vigorous  campaign 
agaiuf  the  allies.  Means  employed  to  f  r  eng  then  the  armies.  Plan  of 
campaign  formed  by  Carnot.  Intention  to  unite  the  republican  armies  of 
Italy  and  Germany  under  the  n walls  of  Vienna.  Changes  made  in  the 
generals  of  the  French  and  Aufrian  armies.  Moreau  eh  trifled  with  the 
re  publican  army  on  the  Upper  Rhine .  General  Clairfayt  replaced  by  the 
Archduke.  General  Buonaparte  placed  outer  the  French ,  and  Beaulieu  outer 
the  Aufrian  army  in  Italy.  Artful  means  employed  by  the  Directory  to  in - 
duce  a  belief  that  their  army  of  Italy  was  in  a  uveal  fate.  Firft  monte*, 
meats  of  Buonaparte.  Beaulieu  attacks  Cervoni  and  drives  him  from  Volf  rip 
One  of  his  dint if on  s  like  wife  attacks  the  French  center ,  but  is  flopped  by  the 
redoubt  of  MontenotU .  Aufriaus  defeated  at  the  battle  of  Mo/rtenotte , 
Buonaparte  advances,  Lieutenant-General  P  rover  a  is  furrounded ,  but 
defends  himfelf  gallantly  in  the  cafle  of  C  of  aria.  Battle  of  Dego ,  hi 

which  the  Andrians  are  defeated.  Second  battle  oj  Dego ,  in  which 
they  are  again  worfed.  Buonaparte  turns  his  force  agaiuji  the  Bled  mon¬ 
te]  e  armyf  which  he  drives  beyond  the  Stura.  Surrender  of  Cherajco, 
Fhe  King  of  Sardinia  concludes  an  armijlice ,  which  is  followed  by  a  peace. 
Perms  of  the  treaty .  Beaulieu  is  foiled  in  An  attempt  to  obtain  poffeffion  tf 
Alejfandria ,  Tortona ,  and  Palenza.  He  retires  behind  the  Ticino.  But. 
naparte,  by  a  rapid  march ,  pa fes  the  Po  at  Piacenza.  Allions  at  Foi  l „ 
bio  and  Codogno.  The  Duke  of  Parma  concludes  a  treaty  with  the  re¬ 
publicans.  Gomniencement  of the fyf  em  of  depriving  Italy  of  the  works  of 
art.  Battle  of  Lodi.  Horrible  lofs  fufained  by  the  French.  The 
Aufrian  army  retreats  behind  the  Mind.  The  republicans  become  m  af¬ 
ters  of  all  the  Milanefe.  Duke  of  Modena  treats  with  the  republicans. 
Buonaparte  makes  a  confderable  flay  at  Milan.  A  general  injurreclion. 
breaks  out  in  the  Milanefe.  It  is  quelled ,  and  the  revolters  are  Jeverely 
punfhed.  Buonaparte  paffes  the  Mindy  and  Beaulieu  retires  into  the  Tyrol. 
Gonfequences  of  Buonaparte' s  lofs  of  time  after  the  battle  of  Lodi.  Man¬ 
tua  invefed .  Buonaparte  prepares  to  march  to  the  South  of  Italy.  Armif- 

tice  concluded  by  the  King  of  Naples.  Buonaparte  takes  Bologna,  Fort 
U rhino,  and  the  citadel  of  Ferrara,  lhe  Pope  obtains  an  arm  if  ice  01$ 
very  difadvantageous  terms.  A  divijion  of  the  republican  army  enters 
Tu fenny ,  and  takes  poffion  of  Leghorn.  The  citadel  of  Milan  fur- 
renders.  Frfh  difurbances  break  out  among  the  Italians.  Infur  re  then 
in  the  Imperial  Fiefs.  It  is  fuppreffed.  An  injurre Ilian  breaks  out  in 
Romagna  y  which  alfo  is  fuppreffed.  Buonaparte  prepares  tu  bejiege  Man- 
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tua.  Dcfcription  of  that  fortrefs,  The  fege  commenced.  Gallant  de<» 
fence  made  by  the  governor ,  Count  Canto  d’  I rlas. 


TkyflLl'TARY  glory  may , 
jJVJL  doubtlefs,  be  juftly  con- 
fidered  as  the  firmed  fupport  of 
an  ufurpation.  Dazzled  and  fe- 
duced  by  the  fplendour  of  victory 
and  conqueft,  the  people,  though 
they  hate  the  tyrants,  are  but  too 
apt  to  tolerate  a  tyranny  which, 
by  fuccefsfu!  warfare,  flatters  their 
pride,  and  fee  ms  to  raife  their  na¬ 
tional  character.  In  the  fufferings 
which,  through  their  means,  their 
mailers  inflict  upon  other  countries, 
they  find,  too,  a  malignant  com- 
penfation  for  thofe  fufferings  which 
at  home  are  inflicted  upon  them- 
felves.  The  members  of  the  new 
French  government  were  not  ig¬ 
norant  of  this  important  truth,  and 
were  refolved  to  avail  themfelves 
of  it  to  the  fulled:  extent.  They 
hadlikewife  another  and  a  power¬ 
ful  ftimulus  to  itrenuous  exertion. 
This  ftimulus  was  the  natural  and 
not  illaudable  defire,  to  manifeft 
their  fuperiority  of  talent  over 
thofe  who  had  preceded  them  in 
the  pofifeffion  of  authority.  They 
had,  in  truth,  to  reftoie  the  luftre 
of  the  French  ‘''military  character, 
which  had  been  fomewhat  tarnifhed 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  reign  of 
the  Convention.  The  campaign 
of  s  795  had  been  exceedingly  dif- 
aftrous  on  the  Rhine ;  and  though, 
in  Italy,  it  had  been  ended  by  a 
victory,  that  tardy  victory  had  not 
been  productive  of  any  beneficial 
confequences.  While,  therefore, 
to  quiet  the  difturbances  in  the  in¬ 
terior  of  France,  the  Directory  em¬ 
ployed  e-very  refource  of  artifice 
and  arms,  they  prepared  aifo  to 
carry  on  the  mo  ft  vigorous  hoflili. 
ties  againft  their  foreign  enemies. 


Money,  one  of  the  main  nerves 
of  war,  was  liberally  voted  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  approaching  cam¬ 
paign,  by  the  French  legiflative 
bodies.  Early  in  the  year,  afumof 
fifty  millions  in  fpeeie,  or  an  equi¬ 
valent  fuin  in  aflignats,  was  placed 
by  the  two  Councils  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  Directory.  In  order 
to  raife  a  formidable  cavalry,  q 
law  was  iikewife  pafled,  to  feize 
on  all  horfes  employed  only  for 
pleafure,  and  even#to  levy  every 
thirtieth  horfe  which  was  ufed  for 
agricultural  purpofes.  The  great- 
eft  exertions  were-at  the  fame  time 
made,  to  put  the  republican  ar¬ 
mies  on  a  formidable  footing  ;  and 
fevere  threats  were  denounced 
againft  thofe  young  men  of  the  re- 
quifition,  who  refufed  to  join,  or 
deferted  from,  their  colours.  Con¬ 
fident  in  their  imnienfe  refources, 
th.e  Directory  declared  that  the 
next  ftioukl  be  a  b.jfy  campaign  ; 
and  they  gave  public  orders  to 
their  generals,  to  maintain  the 
troops  by  victory.  Nothing  in 
fact  had  been  omitted  which  could 

'  .  •  t  . 

enable  the  French  government  to. 
juftify  its  vaunts,  and  render  fuccefs- 
ful  the  plan  which  it  had  conceived. 

That  plan,  the  formation  of 
which  is  attributed  to  Carnot,  was 
ofa  gigantic  kind.  It  was  nothing 
lefs  than,  by  means  of  an  over¬ 
whelming  force,  to  dictate  terms 
of  peace  to  the  Emperor,  under 
the  walls  of  his  own  capital.  To 
accompiiih  this,  two  armies,  from 
the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine,  were 
to  match  on  Vienna  ;  and  were 
to  be  joined,  in  Bavaria,  by  the 
army  of  Italy,  which,  having  con¬ 
quered  Piedmont  and  Lombardy, 
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was  to  break  through  the  pa  lies  of 
the  Tyrolian  mountains.  It  was 
hoped  that,  if  the  three  armies  were 
once  united,  all  reliftance,  on  the 
part  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  would 
be  hopelefs,  and  his  humiliation  be 
fpeedy  and  complete. 

On  each  fide,  confiderable  chang¬ 
es  took  place  in  the  leaders  of  the 
armies.  Pichegru  having  become 
an  object  of  fufpicion  to  the  new 
government,  the  army  of  the  Up¬ 
per  Rhine  was  entrufted  to  general 
Moreau,  who,  in  the  year  1794, 
had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the 
Netherlands.  The  army  on  the 
Lower  Rhine  was  aeain  confided 
to  jourdan,  whofe  democratical 
principles,  and  former  triumphs, 
overbalanced  the  confideration  of 
his  recent  difafters.  Equal  alter¬ 
ations  were  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Auftrians.  Difgufted,  it  is  faid, 
with  the  Aulic  Council  of  war  at 
Vienna,  which  abfurdly  infilled  on 
diredino-  the  movements  of  the  ar- 
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mies,  the  victorious  Clairfayt  re- 
llgnedhis  command,  and  withdrew 
from  a<5live  life.  He  was  replaced 
by  the  Emperor's  brother,  the 
Archduke  Charles,  who  was  in¬ 
verted  with  fupreme  authority  over 
the  Auftrian  armies  on  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Rhine.  The  army  on 
the  Upper  Rhine  ftill,  however, 
remained  under  the  immediate 
orders  of  mat'fhal  Wurrafer.  In 
ltaly,therepublicanarmy  was  head¬ 
ed  by  general  Buonaparte,  whofe 
extraordinary  character  we  (hall 
have  a  future  opportunity  of  de¬ 
lineating  at  full  length.  Oppofed 
to  him  was  general  Beaulieu,  a 
leader  of  talents,  but  unbending, 
and  deficient  in  conciliatory  man¬ 
ners,  and  too  far  advanced  in  years 
to  be  capable  of  the  fame  vigorous 
and  incertant  exertion  as  his  young 
and  aftiye  antagonirt. 
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It  was  on  the  fide  of  Italy  this 
the  republicans  intended  to  begin 
the  campaign.  This  was  necef- 
fary,  to\gpve  the  French  army 
fufficient  time  to  force  the  partes  of 
the  mountains,  and  eftablifh  itfelf 
folidly  in  Piedmont  and  Lombardy, 
before  the  two  armies  on  the 
Rhine  had  begun  their  operations. 
While  they  were  meditating  the 
decifive  blow,  the  Directory,  with 
great  art,  contrived  to  lull  their 
enemies  into  a  falfe  fecurity,  with 
refpeft  to  the  fafety  of  the  Pied- 
montefe  territory.  During  the 
winter,  they  allowed  theirTtalian 
army  to  remain  in  apparently  a 
weak  and  undifeiplined  flare  ;  and 
they  not  only  gave  unlimited  per- 
miffion  to  all  difeontented  officers 
and  folders  to  quit  if,  but  even 
overlooked  the  departure,  without 
permifiton,  of  many  thoufands  of 
thofe  men  on  whofe  courage  or 
fidelity  they  could  not  fully  de¬ 
pend.  But,  at  the  fame  moment, 
they  took  meafures  to  fill  up,  with 
better  materials,  the  chafm  which 
was  occartoned  by  thefe  permitted 
abfences  and  defertions.  The  dif- 
turbances,  in  the  South  of  France, 
ferved  as  a  plaufible  pretext  for 
collecting  forty  thoufand  of  their 
bell  troops  in  the  Southern  Pro¬ 
vinces  ;  which  troops  were  filently 
and  fueceffi  vely  dsfpatched  to 
ftrengthen  the  army  of  general 
Buonaparte.  By  forced  marches, 
the  major  part  of  them  arrived  in 
theGenoefe  territory,  in  the  month 
of  March  and  the  beginning  ofApril. 
Before  the  middle  of  the  latter 
month,  Buonaparte  was  at  the  head 
of  more  than  fixty  thoufand  men. 

The  Au  Uriah  Cabinet  was 
doubtlefs  deceived  by  ■he  feem- 
ing  weaknefs  and  diforder  of 
the^republican  army,  Though.it  was 
repeatedly  and  urgently  foliated, 
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by  the  king  of  Sardinia,  to  fend 
enfeffual  reinforcements  to  the 
Imperial  Army,  it  did  not  make 
thofe  exertions  which  a  wife  policy 
would  certainly  haye  prompted. 
Some  troops  were,  indeed,  fent ; 
but, -even  after  their  arriyal,  gene¬ 
ral  Beaulieu  had  not  under  his 
command  more  than  thirty-five 
thoufand  men,  including  a  divifion 
cl  feven  thoufa-nd Neapolitans.  The 
Piedmontefe  army,  under  general 
Colli,  was  about  twenty  thoufand 
ftrong.  Another  corps,  of  fifteen 
thoufand  PiedmOntefe,  led  by  the 
Duke  of  Aorta,  made  head,  on  the 
fide  of  Savoy,  againfl  a  republican  - 
divifion  *  of  twenty-five  thou¬ 
fand  men,  called  the  Army  of 
the  Alps,  under  general  Keijer- 
man. 

While  the  republican  command¬ 
er  was  making  his  final  arrange¬ 
ments  for  invading  Piedmont,  the 
campaign  was  fuddenly  opened  by 
his  veteran  opponent.  Partly  with 
an  intention  of  fupporting  a  revo¬ 
lution,  which  he  expected  to  take 
place  in  Genoa,  and  partly  with  a 
wifh  or  inducing  Beaulieu  to  ex¬ 
tend  his  line,  which,  occupying 
twenty  leagues,  was  already  top 
extenfive,  Buonaparte  had  puffed, 
as  far  as  Voltri,  a  corps  of  ten  or 
twelve  thc-Ufand  men,  under  general 
Cervoni.  rj  he  declared  object  of 
This  movement  was,  to  penetrate 
by  the  Bocchetta,  and  make  a  di- 
verfbn  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
AleiTandria  and  Tortona,  while 
the  chief  force  of  the  republicans 
opened  a  way  into  Piedmont,  on 
the  fide  of  the  Monferrat.  Alarm¬ 
ed  by  this  meafure,  general  Bea.u- 
Jieu  fortified  the'  Bechet  fa,  font  a 
divifion  to  the  vicinity  of  Genoa, 
and  extended  his  right,  to  form  a 
clofer  communication  with  the 
Piedmontefe  army. 


To  rid  himfelf  more  effectually 
of  the  danger  that  threatened  him, 
he  determined  to  drive  back  the 
republican  right  wing  and  center 
from  the  politions  which  they  oc¬ 
cupied.  Accordingly,  he  gave 
inftrubtions  to  generals  Argenteau 
and  Roccavina,  to  attack  the 
French  ports  i;ound  Montenotte, 
while  he  himfelf  marched  to  dif— 
lodge  general  Cervofii  from  Voltri. 
On  the  ninth  of  April,  he  fell 
upon  Cervoni,  with  fo  much  im- 
petuofity,  that  the  latter  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  retire,  in  diforder,  and 
with  forne  lofs,  to  the  heights  of 
Savona.  Argenteau,  however,  in. 
{lead  of  attacking  on  the  fixth;  as 
he  had  been  directed,  did  not 
carrv  the  commands  of  his  general 
into  effebl  till  the  morning  of  the 
tenth,  by  which  time  the  ports  had 
been  coniiderably  reinforced.  The 
Auftrians,  never thelefs,  carried  ail 
the  pofitions,  except  the  redoubt 
of  Montenotte,  which  was  defend¬ 
ed  by  brigadier  Rampon,  with 
fifteen  hundred  men,  As  it  was 
late  in  the  evening  when  the  Auf¬ 
trians,  fatigued  with  the  toils  of 
the  day,  arrived  before  this  re¬ 
doubt,  Argenteau  and  Roccavi¬ 
na  deemed  it  proper  to  halt,  and 
reft  the  troops  previoufly  to  giv¬ 
ing  ap  affair! t.  It  was  refolved, 
therefore,  that  the  [forming  of  the 
redoubt  ffould  be  attempted  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night.  But  Rocca- 
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vina,  meanwhile,  receiving  a  dan¬ 
gerous  wound,  the  foie  command 
devolved  on  Argenteau,  who, 
cither  from  ignorance  or  treachery, 
decided  upon  poftnoning  till  the 
morning  the  projected  operation. 

The  time  thus  loft  by  the  re¬ 
publican  commander  was  carefully 
turned  to  account  by  Buonaparte. 
During  the  darknefa,  he  drew  to¬ 
gether,  in  the  viciaity  of  the  con- 
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tefted  redoubt,  all  the  troops  of 
bis  right,  under  general  Laharpe  ; 
while  he  himfelf,  with  a  part  of 
his  center  and  left,  marched  by 
Altare,  and  took  poft  on  the  right 
flank  and  rear  of  the  Auilrians.  At 
break  of  day,  Argenteau  advanced 
againft  the  redoubt  ;  but  he  foon 
experienced  the  fatal  confequences 
ot  his  delay.  He  was  turned  on 
his  left  by  Laharpe,  and  on  his 
.right 'by  Buonaparte;  and  the  Aus¬ 
trians  were,  at  length,  put  to  the 
rout,  and  fuftained  a  heavy  lofs  in-t 
killed  and  prifoners.  This  firft 
fuccefs  was  rapidly  followed  up 
by  Buonaparte.  He  eftablifhed  his 
head -quarters  at  Carcare,  and  fent 
divifions  to  occupy  Cairo,  and  the 
heights  of  Dego,  Bietro,  and  Saint 
Margaret,  the  poffeffion  of  which 
was  neceffary  for  the  execution  of 
his  plans.  His  intention  was  to 
feparate,  if  pollible,  the  Sardinian 
from  the  Imperial  army,  and,  thus 
divided,  to  overwhelm  each  of 
them  by  a  fuperiority  of  num¬ 
bers. 

At  dawn  of  day,  on  the  thir¬ 
teenth  of  April,  general  Augereau 
forced  the  defile  of  Milled  mo, 
while  generals  Menard  and  Joubert 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  fevcral 
pofi  tions,  and  enveloped  the  corps 
of  Lieutenant-general  Provera, 
which  confided  of  fifteen  hundred 
men.  Inltead  of  laying  down  his 
arms,  the  gallant  Provera  threw 
himfelf  into  the  old  caftle  of  Cof- 
faria,  which  Hands  on  a  hill,  and 
had  been  flightly  entrenched.  It 
was  in  vain  that,  in  tire  courfe  of 
the  day,  the  republicans  repeatedly 
aflaulted  this  petition.  They  were 
uniformly  repulfed  with  great 
daughter  ;  two  of  their  generals 
were  killed,  and  a  third  was 
wounded.  Buonaparte  now  had 
Jocou.rk  to  large  pecuniary  offers. 
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but  he  had  the  mortification  to  find 
that  Provera  was  not  lefs  incor¬ 
ruptible  than  brave.  His  offers 
were  difdainfully  rejeded.  Night 
coming  on,  he  difeontinped  the 
attack,  clofely  blockaded  the  caftle, 
and  raifed  feveral  batteries,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Aufirian  general  from 
breaking  fword  in  hand  through 
the  furrounding  republicans. 

On  the  following  morning,  Buo¬ 
naparte  determined  to  give  battle 

a  O 

to  the  Aufirian  army.  But  the 
ardour  of  his  troops  was  fo  much 
damped,  by  their  repulfe  at  Cofifa- 
ria,  that  it  became  neceffary  for 
him  to  reanimate  them  by  an 
harangue  ;  in  which  he  held  up  the 
riches,  the  luxuries,  and  the  women 
of  Italy,  as  the  reward  of  vidory. 
This  produced  the  defired  effed. 
Eager  to  indulge  in  pillage  and 
licentiouinefs,  the  republicans  de¬ 
clared  their  read  in  efs  ro  be  led  to  the 
field.  While,  therefore,  the  French 
left  wing  held  Provera  invefted,  the 
centre  and  right  attacked  the 
Aufirian  army.  The  battle  was 
long  and  obfiinate.  The  Imperil 
alifts  made  feveral  defperate  but 
fruitlefs  efforts  to  pierce  the  repub¬ 
lican  center.  The  vidory,  never- 
thelefs,  remained  feveral  hours  in 
fufpenfe.  It  was  finally  decided 
by  the  republicans  outflanking  the 
Auftrians,  and  pouring  down  on 
their  left  with  frefh  and  irrefiftible 
numbers.  General  Beaulieu  was 
then  compelled  to  quit  the  field, 
and  retire  beyond  Dego  ;  with  a 
lofs,  according  to  the  enemy’s  in¬ 
credible  ftatement,  of  ten  thoufand 
men,  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
prifoners.  All  hope  of  fuccour 
being  at  end,  general  Provera  ca¬ 
pitulated,  upon  honourable  terms. 

Notwithstanding  this  feveral 
defeat,  neither  the  fpirit  of  Beau¬ 
lieu,  nor  the  firerjgth  of  his  army 

was 


122]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1 796. 


was  fo  broken,  as  to  prevent  him 
from  forming,  on  the  fpot,  the  bold 
and  decifive  plan  of  recovering,  by 
an  unexpended  attack,  the  ground 
which  he  had  unfortunately  loft. 
He  calculated  that  the  republicans, 
giving  themfelves  up  to  a  moral 
and  phyfical  intoxication,  and  be¬ 
lieving  their  enemy  to  be  entirely 
crippled,  would  negleft  the  ufual 
precautions,  and  might  eafily  be 
taken  by  furprife.  Accordingly, 
before  dawn  the  next  morning,  he 
fell  upon  Dego,  with  a  chofen 
body  of  troops,  and  expelled  the 
French  from  it,  with  terrible 
{laughter.  Buonaparte,  who  felt 
all  the  value  of  this  poll,  ordered 
Maflena  to  recover  it.  In  three 
affaults,  however,  Maffena  was 
feverely  repulfed.  General  Caulfe 
next  led  up  a  divifion  to  the  com¬ 
bat,  but  was  ftill  more  unfortunate. 
He  was  flain,  and  his  troops  were 
driven  back.  The  conteft  lafted 
till  the  afternoon,  when,  by  dint 
of  bringing  forward  frefh  troops, 
and  making  inceffant  efforts,  Buo¬ 
naparte  fucceeded  in  regaining  the 
pofition.  Beaulieu  retreated  to¬ 
wards  Acqui,  with  the  fhattered 
remains  of  his  forces.  While,  on 
this  fide,  thefe  events  were  palling, 
generals  Rufca  and  Augereau, 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  feveral 
polls  in  the  valleys  of  the  Bormida 
and  Tanaro,  and  eftablilhed  a  com¬ 
munication  with  the  divifion  of 
general  Serrurier,  .  which  was  on 
the  Upper  Tanaro* 

Believing  that  the  Auftrian 
army  was  fufficiently  weakened  to 
hinder  it  from  afting  againft  him 
with  vigour,  Buonaparte,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  his  original  plan,  refolv- 
ed  to  direct  his  principal  efforts 
againft  the  Sardinian  army.  This 
fcheme  was  but  too  well  feconded 
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by  the  difunion  which  reigned  be¬ 
tween  generals  Beaulieu  and  Colli, 
who  accufed  each  other  of  having 
caufed  the  recent  difafters,  and 
who,  inftead  of  concentrating  and 
combining  their  armies,  perfifted 
in  keeping  them  fcparate,  and 
acting  without  concert. 

Leaving,  therefore,  a  part  of 
his  army  to  keep  Beaulieu  in  check, 
Buonaparte  marched  with  the  re¬ 
mainder,  and  joined  his  left  wing 
under  Serrurier,  which  was  already 
polled  in  the  vicinity  of  Ceva, 
In  front  of  Ceva,  the  Piedmomefe 
occupied  an  entrenched  camp  of 
eonfiderable  flrength.  On  the 
fixteenth,  the  French  attacked  this 
c^mp,  but  without  effect.  Find¬ 
ing,  however,  that  the  republicans 
were  preparing  to  turn  their  flank, 
the  Piedmontefe  in  the  courfe  of 
the  night,  abandoned  the  camp, 
threw  a  garrifon  into  the  citadel 
of  Ceva,  and  retired  to  a  ftrong 
pofition  at  the  conflux  of  the  Cur- 
faglia  and  Tanaro.  Here,  though 
vtgoroufly  attacked,  they  held  the 
French  at  bay  till  the  -twenty -firft, 
when  Buonaparte,  having  accom- 
plifhcd,  in  two  places,  the  paffage 
of  the  Tanaro,  general  Colli  found 
it  neceffary  to  retire  towards  Mon- 
dovi.  At  Vico,  however,  he  was 
overtaken  by  the  republicans,  and 
an  aftion  enfued,  in  which  his  army 
was  worfted.  The  French,  with 
their  wonted  exaggeration,  eftimat- 
ed  his  lofs  at  between  three  and 
four  thoufand  men.  Colli  then 
withdrew  behind  the  Stura  ;  his 
front  being  covered  by  that  river, 
his  right  by  Coni,  and  his  left 
by  Cherafco.  In  this  pofition, 
which  protedled  all  the  approaches 
to  the  plain  of  Piedmont,  he  hoped 
to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy, 
till  fuccours  could  arrive.  But 

his 


\ 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [123 


liis  expc6lations  were  difappointed, 
by  the  fall  of  Cherafco  ;  which, 
though  it  was  capable  of  a  good 
defence,  the  governor  chofe  to  eva¬ 
cuate,  before  a  cannon  had  been 
fired  againft.  it.  In  Cherafco  the 
French  found  a  large  quantity  of 
artillery  and  confidepable  maga¬ 
zines.  The  invaders  immediately 
began  to  throw  bridges  over  the 
Stura  j  and  Colli  deeming  his  poll 
no  longer  tenable,  fell  back,  acrofs 
the  Po,  to  Carignan,  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Turin. 

The  furrender  of  Cherafco,  and 
the  progrefs  of  the  republican 
invaders,  ft  ruck  the  Sardinian 
Monarch  with  difmay.  The 
French  were  within  feven  leagues 
of  the  capital,  and  the  king,  never 
pofieiTed  of  the  fpirit  of  his  great 
anceftor,  and  now,  perhaps,  render¬ 
ed,  by  his  advanced  age,  more 
than  ever  open  to  the  impreftion 
of  terror,  could  find  no  refource 
but  in  fubmiffion.  He  difpatched 
Plenipotentiaries  to  Genoa,  to  treat 
for  peace,  under  the  media- 
*  tion  of  the  Spanifh  court  ; 

2^’  and,  at  the  fame  time,  he 
ordered  general  Colli,  to  requeft, 
from  general  Buonaparte,  a  fufpen- 
fibn  of  arms.  This  requeft  the 
leader  of  the  French  army  refufed 
to  grant,  unlefs  the  king  would 
confent  to  deliver  to  him  two  out 
of  the  three  fortrefles,  of  Coni, 
Aleflandria,  and  Tortona. 

When,  however,  conferences 
were  opened  on  the  fubjeCt,  Buo¬ 
naparte  did  not  content  himfelf 
with  merely  the  delivery  of  two 
fortrelfes.  He  infilled  upon  the 
polfelfiorj  of  Coni,  Tortona,  and 
the  citadel  of  Ceva,  and  of  all  the 
country  which  he  had  conquered 
between  the  Genoefe  territory,  the 
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Tanaro,  the  Bormida,  and  the  Po. 
Till  Toftona  could  be  given  up 
to  him,  Alexandria  was  to  be 
garrifqned  by  the  French.  He 
likewife  obtained  the  liberty, 
which  he  did  not  mean  to  ufe,  of 
palling  the  Po  at  Valenza.  It  i$ 
laid  that  his  Sardinian  M  a  jelly  alfo 
agreed,  by  a  fecret  article,  to  join 
his  troops  with  thofe  of  the  repub¬ 
licans,  in  order  to  expel  the  Aus¬ 
trians  from  Piedmont,  if  the  lattet 
did  not  retire  within  eight  days. 
This  armiftice  was  figned  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  April. 

Thofe  who  place  themfelves  at 
the  mercy  of  a  cunning  and  in¬ 
veterate  enemy,  mull  not  expeT 
to  efcape  without  iofs  and  dif- 
honour.  The  conditions  on  which 
an  armiftice  had  been  fold  to  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  put  it  out  of  his 
power  to  refufe  any  terms  of  peace, 
which  the  Directory  were  difpof- 
ed  to  dictate.  The  treaty  *  was 
accordingly  figned  at  Paris,  on  the 
fifteenth  of  May  by  his  Ambaf- 
fador,  the  Chevalier  Tonfo  ;  and 
it  was  fuch  as  might  be  looked  for 
by  a  Sovereign  who  had,  in  reali¬ 
ty,  made  a,  virtual  furrender 
his  throne. 

That  the  ceFion  of  the  Duchy 
of  Savoy,  and  of  the  countries  of 
Nice,  Tende,  and  Beiuel,  Ihould 
be  required  by  the  republicans,  was 
not  wonderful  ;  and  had  their  de¬ 
mands  been  carried  no  further, 
there  would  perhaps  have  been, 
little  reafon  to  complain  of  their 
condu£l.  But  among  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  there  were  fome 
which  not  only  degraded  the  King 
of  Sardinia,  but  ftruck  at  his  very 
exillence  as  a  fovereign.  They 
clearly  proved,  indeed,  the  fixed 
defign  of  the  republican  rulers 
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to  reduce  him  to  a  fituation  fo 
helplefs,  as  to  make  it  impoffible 
for  him  to  refill  them,  whenever 
they  chofe  to  wreft  the  fceptre 
from  his  hand.  By  the  firfl  of 
thofe  articles,  they  fecured  to 
themfelves  formidable  allies  in  the 
heart  of  his  territories.  '  They 
obtained  a  full  and  entire  amnefty 
for  all  his  fubjeCts,  who  had  been 
profecuted  for  political  opinions’ ; 
the  revocation  of  all  the  fentences 
which  had  been  pa  fled  cn  rebels 
and  traitors,  and  the  immediate 
reftitution,  or  pay  ment  of  the  value 
of,  all  property  which  had  been 
feized.  That  no  obftacle  might  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  their  commu¬ 
nication  with  their  Piedmontefe 
allies,  they  ftipulated  that,  inde¬ 
pendently  of  the  fort refes  which 
they  held  under  the  terms  of  the 
annidice,  they  Ikon  Id  aifo  occupy 
thofe  of  Alexandria,  or  Valenza, 
ifBuonaparte  preferred  it,  Chateau- 
Dauphin,  Afiietie,  Exilles,  Bru¬ 
nette,  a»d  Sufa.  The  three  latter 
were,  however,  to  be  demolifhed, 
tat  the  expence  of  his  Majefty,  on 
the  return  of  a  general  peace  ;  and 
he  likewife  bound  himfelf  not  to 
eftabliih  or  repair  any  fortification, 
on  that  fide  of  his  dominions.  The 
meaning  of  thefe  articles  is  too  ob¬ 
vious  to  Hand  in  need  of  explana¬ 
tion,  It  will  be  remembered,  that 
Savoy  was  now  become  a  French 
pofTeiiion,  and  that  Sufa,  Brunette, 
and  Exilles,  which  are  fituated  on 
its  frontier,  are  not  more  than  ten 
leagues  di fiance  from  the  capital 
of  Piedmont.  Nor  were  the  red 
of  the  fort. relies  to  be  reftored  till  a 
new  frontier  line  was  marked  out; 
a  treaty  of  commerce  fettled  ;  and 
a  general  peace  concluded.  Am¬ 
ple  room  was  thus  left  for  chicane 
and  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the 


Directory.  By  another  article,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  country  which, 
according  to  the  armiftice,  was  to 
remain  in  the  occupation  of  the 
French  army,  fhould  be  fubjeCt  to 
military  contributions,  and  to  fup- 
ply  whatever  forage  and  provifions 
might  be  demanded  by  the  generals 
of  the  French.  A  free  pafl’age, 
through  the  Sardinian  States,  was 
alfo  granted  for  the  republican 
troops. 

Such  was  the  tenor  of  the  treaty 
which  was  made  public.  Onerous 
as  were  the  conditions  of  it,  there 
is  fome  reafon  to  believe  that  others, 
dill  more  fo,  remained  unpublifh- 
ed.  It  has  been  aliened  that  the 
Sardinian  Monarch  conferred  to 
fecret  articles,  two  of  which  were, 
that  he  fhould  fhut  the  ports  of 
Sardinia  again  ft  Englifn  veflels, 
and  that  he  fhould  reduce  his  army 
to  the  fcanty  number  of  twelve 
thoufand  men. 

After  the  disjunction  of  the 
Sardinian  and  Auftrian  armies,  the 
latter,  reduced  to  lefs  than  twenty- 
five  thoufand  men,  continued  its 
retreat  towards  the  Tanaro.  While 
Beaulieu  was  on  his  march,  he  re¬ 
ceived,  from  the  Imperial  Ambaf- 
fador  at  Turin,  a  difpatch  which 
informed  him  that  an  armiftice  was 
concluded  by  his  Sardinian  Majef- 
ty,  and  that  a  peace  would  necef- 
farily  follow.  This  was  a  fatal 
blow  to  the  Auftrian  general,  whofe 
army  was  utterly  incompetent  to 
oppofc  the  progrefs  of  the  victori¬ 
ous  republicans.  In  this  emer¬ 
gency,  he  refolved  upon  ftriking  a 
bold  ftroke,  to  enable  him  to  keep 
the  enemy  in  check,  till  fuccours 
could  be  lent  to  him  by  the  Auf¬ 
trian  government.  His  plan  was 
tfo  feize  the  three  throng  and  neigh¬ 
bouring  fortreflfes  of  Alexandria, 
i  TpftpfWj 
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Tor  ton  a,  and  Valenza,  and  thus 
keep  the  French,  for  a  while,  at 
lead,  from  pufhing  forward  into 
the  Milanefe.  Unfortunately,  this 
fcheme  failed  in  execution.  Va¬ 
lenza  was,  indeed  fccured,  but  the 
governors  of  Aleffandria  and  Tor- 
tona  were  on  their  guard,  and  fruf. 
trated  the  defigns  of  the  Auftrians. 
As  Valenza  alone  could  not  an- 
fwer  any  beneficial  purpofe,  it  was 
abandoned,  and  Beaulieu  withdrew 
behind  the  Ticino,  where  he  for¬ 
tified  himfelf ;  lefs  in  the  hope  of 
making  an  effediual  Hand,  than  for 
the  purpofe  of  gaining  time  to  re¬ 
move  the  magazines  from  Pavia 
and  the  city  of  Milan. 

The  moment  the  armiftice  was 
figned,  the  French  army  was  put 
in  motion  towards  the  Po.  We 
have  feen  that,  with  a  view  to 
millead  his  antagonift,  Buonaparte 
had  caufed  to  be  inferted  among  the 
conditions  of  the  armiftice,  an  arti¬ 
cle,  by  which  he  ftipulated  for  the 
liberty  of  crofting  the  Po,  at  Va¬ 
lenza.  This  feems  to  have  an- 
fwered  its  end,  by  inducing  Beau¬ 
lieu  to  direct  his  attention  almoft 
entirely  to  the  defence  of  the  Ti¬ 
cino.  The  real  purpofe  of  Buo¬ 
naparte  was  however,  to  crofs  the 
Po  by  furprife,  at  a  great  diftance 
from  Valenza,  turn  the  left  flank 
of  Beaulieu,  and  thus  nullify  all 
the  fteps  which  had  been  taken  for 
the  protection  of  Milan.  While, 
therefore,  Beaulieu  was  kept  in 
alarm,  by  feints  on  the  fide  of  Va¬ 
lenza,  Buonaparte,  by  a  rapid 
march,  reached  the  vicinity  of 
Piacenza,  on  the  feventh  of  May, 
with  a  diviflon,  confiding  of  five 
thoufand  infantry,  and  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  cavalry  ;  and  gained  poflfefiion 
of  a  fufficient  number  of  boats  to 
accomplifti  the  p^ffage  of  the  Po. 
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The  troops  crofted  the  river  with¬ 
out  encountering  any  oppofifion, 
and  were  followed,  in  the  coudeof 
the  day  by  all  the  other  republican 
divifions. 

As  foon  as  he  was  informed  that 
the  republicans  were  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Po,  Beaulieu  fenc 
againft  them  adivifion,  in  the  hope 
that  they  might  not  yet  be  in  fuf¬ 
ficient  numbers  to  maintain  their 
ground.  But  this  divifion  foon 
found  that  the  French  were  too 
numerous  to  be  attacked,  with  any 

chance  of  fuccefs  :  and  it  accord ingr- 
•  <-> 
iy  halted  at  the  village  ofFombio, 

where  it  entrenched  itfelf.  The 
French  now  ad  vended,  attacked 
the  village,  and  after  an  obftinate 
conteft,  compelled  the  Auftrians  to 
retreat  beyond  the  Adda.  An¬ 
other  divifion,  which  was  fent 
from  Cafal  Pufterlengo  to  the  fuc- 
cour  ol  the  routed  troop?,  came  up 
with  the  divifion  of  General  La- 
harpe  at  Codogno,  before  day¬ 
break,  on  the  following  morning, 
and  a  combat  enfiied,  in  which 
Laharpe  was  killed,  and  the  re¬ 
publican  out-pofts  were  driven 
back.  The  Auftrians,  neverthe- 
lefs,  foon  difeovered  that  it  was 
not  poftible  either  to  diftodge  their 
antagonifts,  or  retain  their  own 
pofition  ;  and  they  confequently 
withdrew.  The  Auftrian  army' 
now  retired  acrofs  the  Adda,  and 
took  poll  along  that  river,  oppofite 
the  town  of  Lodi,  which  town  was 
likewife  occupied  by  a  detachment 
of  Auftrian  troops. 

The  defection  of  the  Sardinian 
Monarch,  and  the  continued  tri¬ 
umphs  of  the  French,  naturally 
enough  fnfpired  the  Sovereigns  of 
the  f-naller  Stares  with  heavy 
fears,  refpefting  the  fate  of  their 
dominions.  The.  Duke  of  Parma 
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was  the  firft  to  follow  the  exam¬ 
ple  which  had  been  fet  him  by  the 
King  of  Sardinia.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  after  the  paffage  of  the  Po  by 
the  republicans,  he  folicited  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  arms,  which  was  grant¬ 
ed,  through  the  mediation  of  the 
Spanifh  Ambaffador  at  his  court. 
The  terms  upon  which  he  obtained 
this  favour  were,  among  other 
things,  that  he  fhould  pay  a  mili¬ 
tary  contribution  of  two  millions 
of  iivres,  and  furnifh  feventeen 
hundred  horfes  ready  equipped  for 
the  field,  two  thoufand  oxen,  and 
large  quantitiespf  forage  and  corn. 
It  was  here  that  commenced  the 
fyftem  of  defpoiling  Italy  of  thofe 
mailer-pieces  of  art,  which  had  fo 
long,  and  with  fo  much  juftice, 
been  her  boail  and  her  glory.  The 
Duke  was  required  to  give  up 
twenty  of  his  fineft  pisftures,  at  the 
choice  of'  the  republican  general. 
This  precedent,  notwithstanding 
the  remonft ranees  of  many  and 
even  French  artifts,  was  faithfully 
copied  in  every  fucceeding  treaty, 
and  the  major  part  of  the  wonders 
of  Italian  fculpture  and  painting, 
were  thus  fuccefiively  torn  from 
their  native  and  claffic  feats,  to 
gratify  the  vanity  and  rapacity  of 
the  modem  Gauls. 

The  road  to  Milan  was  now 
open,  but  was  not  fafe,  whije  Beau¬ 
lieu  retained  his  poution  behind 
the  Adda ;  on  the  right  bank  of 
which  river  Buonaparte  arrived 
on  the  tenth  of  May.  When  the 
French  advanced-guard  came  up, 
an  Auftrian  detachment  evacuated 
Lodi,  and  retired  to  the  main 
army.  Infteadof  breaking  down 
the  bridge,  as  he  might  eafily  and 
ought  to  have  done,  major  Mal- 
camp,  who  commanded  the  corps 
which  had  quitted  Lodi,  only  or¬ 


dered  feveral  pieces  of  cannon  to 
be  placed  at  the  end  of  it,  and 
others  on  the  right  and  left,  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  flanking  and  crofs  fire.  The 
republicans,  he  imagined,  would 
never  think  of  pa  fling  the  oridge, 
while  it  was  protected  by  fuch  a 
numerous  and  well-placed  artillery# 
In  this,  however,  he  was iniftaken. 
Prudence  and  feeling  would  cer¬ 
tainly  have  dilated  to  the  French 
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general  the  propriety  of  accom- 
plifhing  the  paffage  of  the  Adda 
by  means  of  manoeuvres,  and  he 
might  have  fo  accomplifhed  it  with, 
a  trifling  delay  ;  but  his  difregard 
of  the  lives  of  his  foldiers,  his 
impetuofity,  and  his  vanity,, 
prompted  him  to  prefer  a  paf¬ 
fage  by  main  force  over  the  bridge, 
to  the  lefs  brilliant  and  lefs  fan- 
guinary  mode  of  diflodging  his 
antagonift  by  dint  of  military  {kill. 
Accordingly,  having  affembled  his 
general  officers,  he  communicated 
to  them  his  defign  of  pafling  the 
bridge,  in  fpite  of  the  Auftrian 
batteries.  Finding  that  his  plan 
was  difapproved  of  by  all  the  offi¬ 
cers,  he  called  a  council  of  grena¬ 
diers,  to  whom  he  made  an  ani¬ 
mating  and  flattering  harangue. 
i(  Give  us  fotrse  brandy,”  exclaim¬ 
ed  the  grenadiers,  i(  and  we  will 
fee  what  can  be  done.”  The  bran¬ 
dy  was  liberally  fupplied,  and  the 
troops  in  confequence  prepared 
themfelves  for  the  perilous  attack. 

A  folid  column,  of  four  thou¬ 
fand  grenadiers  and  carabiniers, 
advanced  towards  the  bridge.  It 
no.  fooner  arrived  at  the  extremity, 
than  it  was  met  by  a  difeharge  of 
grape  fhot,  fo  terrible  as  to  com¬ 
pel  it  to  fall  back,  with  great 
daughter.  Twice  more  it  came 
on  to  the  charge,  and  each  time  it 
was  received  in  the  fame  manner, 

and 
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and  with  the  fame  efFeCt.  The 
carnage  was  enormous.  Bona¬ 
parte,  nevertheiefs,  perfided  in  his 
defign.  Freih  troops  were  order¬ 
ed  to  reinforce  thofe  which  had 
fuffered  fo  much.  Six  generals 
put  themfelves  at  the  head  of  the 
column,  and  by  their  prefence  and 
exhortations  gave  courage  to  the 
foldiers.  Seizing  a  favourable  mo¬ 
ment,  when  the  thicknefs  of  the 
fmoke  prevented  the  Audrians 
from  feeing  the  enemy,  and  mak¬ 
ing  a  general  difcharge,  the  re¬ 
publicans  rufhed  over  the.  bridge, 
and  were  fortunate  enough  to  over¬ 
throw  the  corps,  and  capture  the 
cannon,  by  which  it  was  guarded. 
The  remainder  of  the  French  ar¬ 
my  foon  followed  the  victorious 
column,  and  Beaulieu,  convinced 
that:  he  could  not  keep  his  ground, 
retired  in  good  order,  and  was  lit¬ 
tle  mclefled  in  his  retreat.  The 
lofs  fuftained  by  the  conqueror  was 
generally  edimated  at  four  thou- 
farid  men  ;  and  by  many  at  a  dill 
larger  amount. 

After  the  battle,  general  Beau¬ 
lieu  continued  his  retreat  to  the 
Mincio,  behind  which  he  eftablifh- 
cd  himfelf,  with  his  right  to  the 
lake  of  Garda,  and  his  left  near 
.Mantua.  Into  Mantua  he  threw 
a  ftrong  garrifon,  and  he  made  the 
greated  exertions  to  put  that  for- 
trefs  iri  a  date  of  defence,  and  to 
furnifh  it  with  the  neceffary  fup- 
plies. 

Cremona,  Pizzighitcne,  Pavia, 
and  Milan,  opened  their  gates  to 
the  republicans,  who  were  now  in 
podeffion  of  all  the  Milanefe,  with 
the  fmgle  exception  of  the  citadel 
of  Milan.  Buonaparte,  made  his 
triumphal  entry  into  Milan,  on 
the  fifteenth  of  May,  and  took  up 
Ms  reddens©  in  the  palace  of  the 


Archduke.  Here  he  waded  fe- 
veraldays  inballs,  feafts,  and  other 
pleafures.  A  contribution  of  twen¬ 
ty  millions  of  livres  was  laid  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  Lombardy  ;  and 
a  fufpenfion  of  arms  was  granted 
to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  at  the 
price  of  ten  millions  of  livres,  and 
twenty  of  his  fined  pidures. 

Having  fatiated  himfelf  with 
luxury  and  triumph,  Buonaparte 
prepared  to  march  againfl  the  Auf- 
trian  army.  By  a  proclamation  he 
called  on  his  troops  to  beware  of 
finding  a  Capua  in  Milan,  and  to 
remember  that  they  had  dill  inju¬ 
ries  to  avenge,  laurels  to  gather, 
and  the  Roman  people  to  deliver 
from  a  date  of  davery.  He  had 
reached  Lodi,  on  his  way  to  join 
his  army,  when  he  was  called  back 
by  an  unexpected  and  alarming 
event. 

The  heavy  contributions  im¬ 
peded  upon  the  Milanefe  j  the 
feizure  of  the  church  plate,  and 
of  the  property  belonging  to  the 
charitable  inltitutions  ;  and  the 
fpirit  of  pillage  and  cruelty,  and 
particularly  of  brutal  licentiouf- 
nefs  towards  the  women,  which 
was  difplayed  by  the  republican 
foldiery  ;  drove  the  people  of  the 
dutchy  of  Milan  to  defpair,  and 
infpired  them  with  an  unconquer- 
ble  dedra  of  revenge.  An  exten- 
dve  and  formidable  infurreCtion 
was  planned,  with  the  greateft  fe- 
crecy,  which,  on  the  ringing  of  the 
alarm-bell,  from  one  of  the  lleeples 
of  Milan,  was  to  commence  in  that 
city,  and  by  means  of  the  fame 
kind  of  dgnal,  was  almoft  inftan- 
taneoufly  to  be  fpread,  from  place 
to  place,  over  the  whole  of  the 
country. 

At  Milan  the  republicans  ob¬ 
tained  a  knowledge  of  the  plot  in 

time 
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time  to  take  precautions,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  alarm-bell  from  being 
rung.  The  populace,  neverthelefs, 
gathered  together,  trampled  the 
French  cockade  under  foot,  and 
endeavoured  to  pull  down  the  Tree 
of  Liberty.  The  republican  gar- 
rifon,  however,  after  a  fharp  drug¬ 
gie,  defeated  the  infurgents,  and 
.  put  numbers  of  them  to 
1  the  fword.  But  though 
the  fignal  had  not  been 
given  from  Milan,  the  alarm-bell 
*  was  almoft  generally  founded,  and 
the  people  flew  to  arms.  The 
Tree  of  Liberty  was  every  where 
torn  down,  and  thefcattered  fmall 
detachments  of  French  were  either 
killed  or  made  prifoners.  This 
fpirrt  raanifefted  itfelf  with  pecu¬ 
liar  vigour  at  Vareze,  Lodi,  and 
Pavia.  At  the  latter  place  the  in¬ 
habitants,  aided  by  about  five 
hundred  peafantry,  difarmed  and 
took  prifoners  the  republican  gar- 
rifon.  Every  thing  feemed  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  Italy  was  on  the  point 
of  once,  more  becoming  the  grave 
of  its  invaders. 

On  receiving  intelligence  of 
thefe  events,  Buonaparte  hurried 
back  to  Milan,  with  a  part  of  his 
forces.  Thence,  after  having  given 
fevere  orders  for  the  punifhment  of 
the  captive  infurgents,  he  marched 
towards  Pavia.  .  The  inhabitants 
of  the  village  of  Binafco,  about 
feven  or  eight  hundred  in  number, 
attempted  to  flop  the  march  of  the 
column,  but  they  were  inftantly 
routed,  and  many  of  them  flain. 
The  village  was  then  committed 
to  the  flames,  by  order  of  the  re¬ 
publican  general.  On  his  arrival 
at  Pavia,  the  citizens  fhut  the 
gates,  and  refufed  to  furrender. 
The  gates  were,  however,  fpeediiy 
broken  open  by  cannon,  the  citi¬ 


zens  were  defeated,  all  that  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  French  were 
put  to  thefword^  and  the  town  was 
delivered  over  to  pillage.  In  a 
fhort  time  refiftance  was  every 
where  quelled,  and  the  vigors  in¬ 
dulged  themfelves  in  a  cruel  ven¬ 
geance  for  the  dangers  to  which 
they  had  been  expofed.  Heavy 
contributions  were  levied,  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  difarmed,  and  fub- 
jedted  to  greater  infult  and  ex- 
a<Pions  than  before,  and  innumer¬ 
able  executions  took  place,  of  thofe 
who  had  been  concerned  in  the  re¬ 
volt,  or  were  fufpedted  of  being 
well-wilhers  to  the  Auftrian  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  Milanefe  being  once  more 
bent  under  the  yoke,  Buonaparte 
recommenced  his  march  ayainll  the 
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Auftrian  army.  Previoufly  to  his 
entering  the  Venetian  territory, 
he  iftiied  a  proclamation  in  which 
he  promifed  to  maintain  the  ftridl- 
eft  difcipline,  and  “  not  to  forget 
the  long  friendfhip  which  united 
the  two  Republics.1’  The  French 
army  reached  the  Mincio,  on  the 
twentieth  of  May,  and  drove 
acrofs  the  river  a  divifion  which 
was  ftationed  at  Borghetto.  As 
the  magnitude  of  Buonaparte’s 
army  put  it  in  his  power  to  attack 
Beaulieu  in  front,  and  at  the  fame 
time  cut  off  his  retreat  from  the 
Tyrol,  and  as  he  was  evidently 
making  movements  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  the  Auftrian  general  did  not 
attempt  to  defend  the  line  of  the 
Mincio,  but  retired  on  the  thirti¬ 
eth  to  the  Tyrol,  with  fourteen 
thoufand  men,  in  good  order,  and 
without  fuftaining  any  lofs. 

The  fifteen  days  which,  after 
the  battle  of  Lodi,  Buonaparte 
unaccountably  threw  away,  had 
enabled  Beaulieu  to  place  Mantua 

in 


\ 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


In  a  (late  to  refill  effectually  the 
republican  attacks.  Had  Buona¬ 
parte  prefled  clofely  upon  the  re¬ 
treat  of  the  Aullrian  commander, 
he  might,  perhaps,  have  obtained 
fome  decifive  advantage  over  him, 
and  would  certainly  have  hin¬ 
dered  him  from  {Lengthening  the 
works,  and  furnilhing  the  maga¬ 
zines,  of  Mantua. 

The  French  took  poffeflion  of 
Verona  on  the  firft  of  June,  and 
here  Buonaparte  gave  a  fplendid 
inftance  of  his  refpeCt  for  (i  the 
friendlhip  which  had  fo  long 
united  the  two  republics.”  At 
Verona  the  unfortunate  Louis  the 
eighteenth  had  for  fome  time 
found  a  refuge.  But  when  the 
French  opened  the  campaign,  and 
before  they  had  gained  their  firft 
fuccefles,  the  fenate  of  Venice 
caufed  it  to  be  intimated  to  him, 
that  he  was  expected  to  quit  the 
Venetian  territories.  This  mea- 
fure,  too,  was  rendered  more 
painful  to  him,  by  the  vulgar  and 
brutal  language,  in  which  the 
•podeffat  of  Verona  replied  to  his 
remonft ranees.  The  fugitive  fo- 
vereign,  however,  obeyed  the 
commands  of  the  fenate,  and  the 
.republicans,  therefore,  had  long 
ceafed  to  have  any  pretext  for 
complaint.  Yet  Buonaparte,  when 
he  entered  Verona,  did  not  feru- 
ple  to  exprefs  his  refentment  in 
the  molt  extraordinary  mode. — 
s<  I  did  not,”  fays  he,  in  his  dif- 
patch  to  the  Directory,  “  con¬ 
ceal  from  the  inhabitants,  that  if 
the  King  of  France  had  not  quit¬ 
ted  their  city  before  I  pafl'ed  the 
Po,  I  fhould  have  given  to  the 
flames  a  city  audacious  enough  to 
think  itfelf  the  capital  of  the 
French  empire  1  ”  It  would  be 
difficult  to  difeover  how  the  French 
Vot,.  XXXVIII. 
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general  could,  on  fuch  grounds, 
have  acquired  a  right  to  bum  a 
city  belonging  to  a  friendly  ftate. 
Nor  is  the  barbarous  infolence  of 
his  threats  more  wonderful  than 
the  manner  in  which,  writing  to 
a  republican  government,  he  gives 
Louis  the  title  of  King  of  France, 
and  ufes  the  phrafe  of  the  capital 
of  the  French  empire. 

It  was  on  the  fourth  of  June 
that  the  republicans  began  to  form 
the  inveftment  of  Mantua.  The 
heavy  artillery,  defigned  for  the 
fiege,  having  been  captured  by 
commodore  Nelfon,  they  could 
at  prefent  only  blockade  the  for¬ 
tress.  At  the  outfet  they  were 
fortunate  enough  to  drive  the 
Auftrians  from  the  fuburb  of  St. 
George,  and  fome  other  works  of 
lefs  importance,  and  thus  circum- 
feribe  them  within  fomewhat  nar¬ 
rower  bounds  than  they  could 
other  wife  have  done. 

Having,  for  fome  time  to  come, 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  Auftrians, 
Buo  naparte,  as  foon  as  he  had 
completed  the  inveftment  of  Man¬ 
tua,  refolved  to  turn  his  arms 
towards  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and 
compel  the  Pope,  and  the  King  of 
Naples,  to  fue  for  a  peace.  The 
latter  did  not  wait  for  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  republican  army,  to 
prompt  him  to  exprefs  a  den  re  of 
putting  an  end  to  holfili ties. — • 
Early  in  June,  he  concluded  with 
the  French  general  an  armiftiee, 
the  terms  of  which  were  moderate, 
becaufe  the  Neapolitan  refources 
were  yet  unbroken,  and  the  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  forbade  Buonaparte 
to  entangle  himfelf  too  far  in  the 
Italian  Peninfula.  The  reparation 
of  the  Neapolitan  from  the  Auf- 
trian  forces,  and  the  fending  an 
ainbalfador  to  Pareto  conclude  a 
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treaty,  were  the  foie  conditions 
which,  at  this  moment,  it  vva? 
deemed  prudent  to  require  from 
the  fovereign  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 

The  holy  Father,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  was  more  fafely  acccffible 
to  republican  vengeance,  and  was 
too  much  an  objed  of  hatred  to 
the  fanatical  irreligion  of  the 
French  rulers,  to  be  fuffered  to 
efcape  on  fuch  eafy  terms  as  had 
been  granted  to  his  ftronger  neigh¬ 
bour.  The  divifion  of  General 
Augereau  eroded  the  Po,  at  Bor- 
goforte,  on  the  fixteenth  of  June, 
and  arrived  on  the  nineteenth  at 
Bologna,  the  garrifon  of  which 
furrendered  without  refinance. — 
The  example  of  Bologna  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Fort  Urbino,  and  the 
citadel  of  Ferrara.  In  the  two 
latter  places,  the  conquerors  found 
nearly  two  hundred  pieces  of  heavy 
artillery  ;  a  capture  of  the  utmoft 
importance,  as  it  enabled  them  to 
convert  the  blockade  of  Mantua 
into  a  regular  fiege. 

Alarmed  by  the  rapid  progrefs 
of  the  enemy,  the  Pope  haftened  to 
feek  the  n\eans  of  faying  from  their 
rapacity  at  lead;  a  part,  of  his  do¬ 
minions.  Under  the  mediation  of 
the  Spanifh  ambaftador  at  Rome, 
an  armiftice  was  concluded  be¬ 
tween  his  holinefs  and  the  repub¬ 
lican  general.  Opprefiive  as  the 
terms  were,  they  would,  doubt- 
lefs,  have  been  ftili  more  fo,  had 
not  Buonaparte  been  anxious  to  free 
himfelf  from  all  oppofition  in  the 
fouth,  that  he  might  be  at  liberty 
to  dired  his  undivided  efforts 
againft  Mantua,  and  againft  that 
force  which  he  was  aware  would 
ere  long  be  difpatched  to  its  relief. 
Among  other  terms,  of  lefs  mo¬ 
ment,  the  Pope  agreed  to  pay  a 
contribution  of  twenty -one  milli. 


ons  of  livres ;  to  give  up  a  hun¬ 
dred  pictures  or  ftatues ;  and  five 
hundred  curious  manuferipts ;  to 
fend  a  plenipotentiary  to  Paris  ;  to 
clofe  his  ports  againft  the  fhips  of 
the  coalefced  powers  ;  to  Jeave  the 
French  in  pod'edion  of  the  legations 
of  Bologna  and  Ferrara  ;  and  to 
place  in  their  hands  the  citadel  of 
Ancona,  with  all  its  proviftons, 
artillery,  and  military  ftores. — • 
Thefe  articles  were  figned  at 
Bologna  on  the  twenty- third  of 
June. 

As  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany 
was  at  peace  with  the  French 
rulers,  he  might  not  unnaturally 
have  fuppofed  that  his  territories 
would  not  be  entered  by  their 
troops,  with  any  hoftile  deftgns. 
His  neutrality,  however,  proved 
but  an  ineffectual  protection  a- 
gainft  the  republican  avarice  and 
ambition.  Defirous  of  feizingr 

o 

upon  a  large  amount  of  Britilh 
property,  fhutting  out  the  Britifh 
commerce,  and  procuring  a  conve¬ 
nient  point  of  communication  with 
the  difeontented  Corficarcs,  the 
Diredory  inftructed  Buonaparte  to 
feize  upon  Leghorn.  A  column, 
commanded  by  general  Vaubois, 
entered  Tufcany,  under  the  pre¬ 
text  of  marching,  by  the  route  of 
Sienna,  againft  the  ftates  of  the 
Pope.  This  delufion  was  kept  up 
as  long  as  poftible,  to  prevent  the 
Englilh  in  Leghorn  from  taking 
alarm  and  removing  their  property. 
But  when  the  column  had  paifed 
Piftoia,  the  malk  was  thrown  off,  • 
and,  by  r- rapid  movement,  the 1 
republicans,  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  June,  took  pofleflion  of  Leg¬ 
horn.  This  ftep  was  announced  to 
the  Grand  Duke  by  a  letter  from 
Buonaparte ;  and  was  defended  on 
the  ground  that  the  neutrality  of 
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Leghorn  had  been  repeatedly  vio¬ 
lated  by  the  Englilh,  that  the 
French  merchants  were  infulted, 
and  that  his  royal  highnefs  had  not 
fufficient  power  to  punifli  thefe  al¬ 
leged  criminal  proceedings.  In 
one  of  the  great  obje&s  which 
they  had  in  view  the  republicans 
were  almoft  wholly  difappointed. 
The  vigilance  of  the  Britifh  mi~ 
nifter  at  Florence  had  difcovered 
their  intentions,  and  he  had  confe. 
quently  difpatched  fuch  timely 
information  to  Leghorn,  as  enabled 
the  merchants  to  carry  nearly  all 
their  property  on  board  their  vef- 
fels,  the  whole  of  which  failed 
from  the  harbour  before  the  arrival 
of  the  enemy.  Buonaparte  was 
fo  enraged  at  the  lofs  of  his  ex¬ 
pelled  prey,  that,  in  grofs  con, 
tempt  of  decorum,  he  fent  the 
governor  of  the  place  under  an 
arreft  to  Florence,  and  demanded 
that  he  fhould  be  brought  to  trial. 
The  pretext  for  this  outrage  upon 
decency  was,  that  the  governor 
had  favoured  the  Englilh,  that  he 
hated  the  French,  and  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  excite  againft  them  the 
populace  of  Leghorn. 

Whatever,  on  this  occafion, 
might  have  been  the  fentiments  of 
the  Grand  Duke,  he  did  not  mani- 
fell  any  figns  of  diflatisfaction. 
On  the  contrary,  when  Buona¬ 
parte,  and  feveral  of  his  Baff  offi¬ 
cers,  palled  through  Florence,  he 
invited  them  to  a  fplendid  dinner, 
and  treated  them  with  great  dif- 
tin&ion.  .  While  Buonaparte  was 
at  dinner  with  his  royal  highnefs, 
a  courier  brought  him  intelligence 
of  the  furrender  of  the  citadel  of 
Milan.  The  trenches  were  opened 
on  the  eighteenth  of  June,  and 
the  place  capitulated  on  the  twen¬ 


ty -ninth  ;  the  garrifon  of  two 
thoufand  eight  hundred  men  be¬ 
coming  prifoners  of  war.  A  large 
quantity  ®f  powder,  Bores,  and 
provilions  were  found  in  the  place. 
By  the  reduction  of  this  citadel, 
a  confiderable  additional  fecurity 
was  given  to  the  republican  poB- 
tion  in  Italy. 

While  Buonaparte  was  thus 
humiliating  the  foes,  and  extend¬ 
ing  the  conqueBs,  of  the  republic, 
he  was  again  expofed  to  danger, 
from  the  hatred  which  had  been 
excited  in  the  minds  of  the  Ita¬ 
lians,  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
republican  foldiery.  DiBurbances 
arofe  in  the  diBrids  called  the 
Imperial  Fiefs,  which  are  enclofed 
by  the  territories  of  Piedmont  and 
Genoa.  In  thefe  diBri(fls  armed 
bands  were  formed,  which  im¬ 
peded  the  communications,  killed 
the  couriers,  and  attacked  the 
convoys.  To  prevent  thefe  be¬ 
ginnings  of  revolt  from  growing 
to  a  more  alarming  magnitude,  and 
to  take  a  terrible  vengeance  for 
the  paB,  General  Lafnes  was  dif¬ 
patched  with  twelve  hundred  men  ; 
and  he  fully  carried  into  effeft  the 
commiffion  with  which  he  was 
charged.  He  Biot  numbers  of  the 
chiefs,  burned  feveral  villages, 
laid  heavy  contributions  on  the 
country,  and  fecured  obedience, 
by  depriving  the  people  of  their 
arms,  and  compelling  them  to  give 
hoBages  for  their  future  peaceable 
condudl. 

This  infurreftion  was  fcarcely 
fupprefled  before  another  broke 
out,  in  the  midB  of  the  province 
of  Romagna.  A  report  having 
been  fpread  that  the  Auftrians  had 
raifed  the  blockade  of  Mantua, 
and  were  advancing  into  the  papal 
[02}  dominioris. 
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dominions,  the  people  rufhed  to 
arms  for  the  purpofe  of  joining 
them,  and  in  a  few  days  feveral 
thoufand  men  were  affembled,  who 
fixed  their  head  quarters  at  Lugo* 
and  fell  upon  and  deftroyed  fome 
of  the  French  detachments  which 
.  were  devaluating  the  country.  A 
large  body  of  infantry  and  ca. 
valry  with  cannon,  under  General 
Augereau,  was  immediately  fent 
again  it  them.  The  populace,  how¬ 
ever,  were  not  intimidated  ^y  the 
danger  which  threatened  them. — 
They  boldly  marched  to  meet  the 
republicans ;  and  it  was  not  till 
after  a  defperate  and  fanguinary 
aftion  of  three  hours,  that  they 
were  at  length  broken  and  put  to 
flight.  Lugo  was  entered  fword 
in  hand  by  the  vigors,  and  was 
delivered  over  to  all  the  horrors  of 
pillage,  and  of  daughter.  To 
prevent  the  fpirit  of  oppofition 
from  again  manifefting  itfelf,  the 
moft  rigorous  meafures  were  a- 
dopted.  All  perfons  who  refufed 
to  deliver  their  fire-arms  within 
twenty-four  hours  were  fentenced 
to  be  (hot  ;  meetings  of  every  kind 
were  ftriftly  forbidden ;  and  all 
villages  which  fhould  revolt  were 
ordered  to  be  burnt,  as  were  like- 
'wife  all  towns  and  villages  in  which 
a  Frenchman  fhould  happen  to  be 
killed.  By  thefe  means  open  re¬ 
finance  was  prevented  ;  but  they 
could  not  fupprefs  the  defire  of  re¬ 
venge  ;  and  the  confequence  was, 
that  the  republican  ranks  were 
daily  thinned  by  the  murderous 
dilettoes  of  the  vanquiflied 
Italians. 

Having  thus  put  down  infur- 
reft  ion,  fecured  himfelf  from  at¬ 
tack  in  the  fouthern  quarters  of 
Italy,  and  obtained  by  his  con- 
^ucfls  a  fufficient  quantity  of  heavy 


artillery,  Buonaparte  refolved  to 
lay  regular  fiege  to  Mantua.— 
Before,  however,  we  proceed  to 
the  narrative  of  operations,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  give  the  reader 
fome  idea  of  the  local  and  artificial 
ftrengthof  that  celebrated  fortrefs. 

Defcending  from  the  lake  of 
Garda  towards  the  Po,  the  Min- 
cio  begins  to  widen  near  Ri- 
valta,  and  in  its  courfe  from 
thence,  gradually  expands,  till 
it  forms  a  marfhy  lake,  twen¬ 
ty  miles  in  circumference  and 
more  than  two  miles  broad,  in 
which  is  fuuated  the  city  of  Man¬ 
tua.  This  colle&ion  of  water  was 
partly  produced  by  the  means 
which,  amidft  the  diffentions  of  the 
twelfth  century,  the  citizens  of 
Mantua  employed,  for  the  purpofe 
of  obftru&ing  the  courfe  of  the 
river,  to  procure  to  their  walls  the 
defence  of  an  inundation.  They 
fucceeded  in  their  defign,  but  at 
the  expence  of  the  falubrry  of 
their  city  ;  Mantua  being  in  the 
fummer  feafon,  rendered  extremely 
unhealthy  by  the  ftagnation  of  the 
water  in  a  portion  of  the  lake. 

The  city,  and  the  flrongly  for¬ 
tified  fuburb  of  Borgo  del  Te, 
which  is  feated  on  an  illand  clofe 
to  the  city,  can  only  be  approached 
by  feveral  narrow  caufeways  of 
confiderable  length.  The  heads  of 
thefe  caufeways  on  the  main  land 
are  covered  by  various  works; 
the  principal  of  which  are  the 
citadel,  the  fuburb  of  St.  George* 
and  the  horn  work  of  Pradella.— 
Even  when  a  befieging  army  has 
mattered  thefe,  it  has  advanced  but 
little  towards  its  objedl ;  as  it  Hill 
has  to  encounter  the  difficulty  of 
carrying  on  the  trenches  along  the* 
confined  and  inadequate  fpace 
which  the  caufeways  afford.  It 
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is  obvious,  too,  that  the  beAegers 
muft  labour  under  many  disadvan¬ 
tages,  from  being  compelled  to 
Spread  their  forces,  in  order  to 
form  Such  an  extenfive  line  of  in- 
veftment  as  is  made  neceffary  by 
the  Angular  pofition  of  Mantua. 

During  the  time  which  had 
elapfed  Ance  the  inveftment,  the 
garrifon  of  Mantua  had  frequently, 
fallied  forth,  and  in  general  with 
fuccefs.  It  was,  indeed,  not  yet 
wholly  cooped  within  the  works  of 
the  fortrefs,  as  it  Hill  held  an  en¬ 
trenched  camp  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Suburbs.  Buonaparte  now  took 
Heps  to  conAne  i  t  within  narrower 
limits.  Previoufly,  however,  to 
making  any  attempt  on  the  camp, 
he  refolved  to  try  if,  by  means  of 
a  Sudden  nodlurnal  furprife,  he 
could  not  gain  pofleffion  of  the 
town ;  or  at  leaft  abridge  the  du¬ 
ration  of  the  Aege.  Accordingly, 
fight  hundred  grenadiers  were  em¬ 
barked,  on  the  night  of  the  Seven¬ 
teenth  of  July,  for  the  purpofe  of 
Seizing  one  of  the  gates.  This 
enterprise  was  fruftrated  by  a 
Sudden  fall  of  the  waters,  and  the 
French  general  was  consequently 
compelled  to  refort  to  other  mea¬ 
sures.  On  the  following  night  he 
attacked  the  entrenched  camp  in 
all  quarters,  and  Succeeded  in  ex¬ 
pelling  from  it  the  Auftrian  troops. 
At  the  Same  moment  the  trenches 
were  commenced,  within  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  Sixty  yards  of  the  place, 
and  a  terrible  Are  of  red  hoc. (hot 


and  (hells,  was  opened  from  three 
batteries,  conAfting  of  Ax  mortars 
and  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon.  A 
part  of  the  city  was  Speedily  in 
flames ;  the  cuftom-hQufe,  the  Col- 
lerodo  palace,  and  Several  convents 
were  reduced  to  afhes.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  Buonaparte 
imperioufly  Summoned  the  gover¬ 
nor,  Count  Canto  d’lrles,  to  Sur¬ 
render  the  fortrefs.  But  the  count 
was  not  to  be  intimidated  either 
by  the  threats  of  the  French  ge¬ 
neral,  or  the  fury  of  the  cannon¬ 
ade  and  bombardment.  Fie  laco¬ 
nically  replied,  that,  il  the  laws 
of  honour  and  of  duty  di&ated  to 
him  to  defend  to  the  laft  extremity 
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the  place  which  was  intruded  to 
his  care.'*  The  Aege  was,  there¬ 
fore,  continued  with  the  utmoft 
activity.  Showers  of  balls  and' 
(hells  were  inceiTantly  poured  into 
the  town  ;  in  a  few  days  the  Se¬ 
cond  parallel  was  completed  ;  and 
Buonaparte  began  to  indulge  hopes 
that  he  fhould  effeft  the  important 
objeft  of  reducing  Mantua,  before 
the  Aullrian  army,  which  was  now- 
preparing  to  take  the  field,  would 
be  able  to  advance  to  its  relief. 
It  will,  however,  in  the  following 
chapters,  be  Seen,  that  his  hopes 
were  too  fanguine,  and  that  he 
was  deftined  to  Aght  many  hard 
battles,  and  even  to  fuftain  Several 
heavy  Ioffes,  ere  he  could  crown 
the  conqueft  of  Italy  by  the  reduce 
tion  of  Maqtua0 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

* 

Exertions  made  b  the  Aufirian  government  to  reinforce  the  army  in  Italy, 
'The  command  of  that  army  is  conferred  on  marjhal  Wurmfer,  Plan  of 
-  operations.  He  commences  his  operations  againft  the  republicans,  Firf  fuc~ 
cejfes  of  the  various  Aufrian  divifions.  Genercd  Buonaparte  determines 
to  hear  do  von  with  the  whole  of  his  force  upon  the  army  advancing  againfi 
him  on  the  fide  op  Brefcta ,  and  commanded  by  general  Qjiofdanowich .  He 
is  compelled  to  raife  the  fie ge  of  Mantua ,  in  order  to  put  this  plan  into 
execution ,  Qytfdanowich  is  entirely  routedy  after  Jeveral  fanguinary 
encounters.  Progrejs  of  marjhal  Wurmfer.  Having  freed  himf elf  from 
Qjwfda n o w ic h ,  general  Buonaparte  returns  rapidly  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
Wurmfer.  Indecifive  battle  of  Cafiiglione.  Second'' battle,  in  which 
Wurmfer  is  defeated ,  with  great  lofs.  Buonaparte  compels  him  to  aban¬ 
don  the  line  of  the  Mincioy  and  retreat  into  the  Tyrol.  Lofs  of  the 
Jmpenalijis  and  French  in  thefe  various  ad  ions.  Hatred  Jhewn  to  the 
Republicans  by  the  ItalianSy  while  they  entertained  hopes  of  Wurmfer’ S 
fuccefs .  The  blockade  of  Mantua  refumed  by  Buonaparte.  Several 
fojls  taken  from  the  Aufirians.  Prefintation  of  the  captured  Aufirian 
Ji  and  a  rds  to  the  Diredory.  The  two  hnfhle  armies  receive  large  rein¬ 
forcements.  The  Diredory  hope  to  realize  their  plan  of  attacking  Vienna 
with  their  three  armieSy  and  they,  in  confluence ,  give  orders  to  Buona¬ 
parte  to  penetrate  through  theTyrol  into  Bavaria.  Shameful  proclamaiion9 
addrrff'ed  to  the  people  of  the  Tyrol  by  Buonaparte .  Plan  of  Wurmfer  to 
fruflrate  the  defigns  of  his  antagonifi.  Defcription  of  the  Aufirian  pofitions 
in  the  Tyrolefe.  Firfi  movements  of  the ■  Republican  ■  army.  The  Aufi 
trians  are  driven  from  their  advanced  pofts.  The  French  enter  Trent , 
after  having  defeated  the  Aufirians  with  great  lofs.  Buonaparte  marches 
againft  Wurmfer.  Battle  of  Baffano.  Wurmfer  throws  himf  elf  into 

M ant ua}  with  the  remnant  of  his  army.  Two  battles  of  St.  George ,  in 
the  lafi  of  which  the  French  are  vidorious.  Various  /allies  made  by 
Wurmfer  from  Mantua.  Diplomatic  proceedings  in  Italy.  Treaties 
concluded  by  the  Dtredory  with  the  King  of  Naples  and  the  Duke  of 
Raima.  Plan  of  Carnot  to  enlarge  the  territories  of  the  Duke.  ,  The 
Duke  of  Modena  deprived  of  his  dominions.  Commencement  of  the  defign 
oj  efiablijhing  a  republic  in  Italy.  Negotiation  with  the  Pope.  Hatred 
and  infolent  condud  of  the  Dire  dory.  1  hey  propofe  terms  which  it  is 

impnjfible  for  him  to  accept.  Preparations  made  by  the  Pope  for  the 
defence  of  his  dominions. 


IT  has  frequently  been  remarked 
of  the  Aufirian  government, 
that,  after  having  fuflained  fevere 
defeats,  far  from  being  difeouraged 
by  its  reverfes  of  fortune,  it  has 
been  flimulated  to  efforts  of  fuch 


magnitude  as,  if  they  had  been 
previoufly  made,  would  have  more 
than  fufficed  to  enfure  its  triumph. 
Such  was  certainly  its  conduft  on 
the  prefent  occasion.  No  fooner 
did  the  Emperor  find  that  his  fer¬ 
tile 
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tile  Italian  provinces  were  already 
in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  and 
were  even  on  the  point  of  being 
irrevocably  wrefted  from  him  by 
the  fall  of  Mantua,  than  he  deter-  . 
mined  to  fend  into  that  country 
reinforcements  fo  formidable,  that, 
had  they  been  difpatched  at  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  Savoy 
and  Nice  might  not  only  have 
been  recovered,  but  the  war 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  fuc- 
cefsfully  carried  into  the  territory 
of  France. 

Rclinquifhing  his  original  plan 
of  an  offenfive  campaign  on  the 
Upper  Rhine,  the  Emperor,  early 
in  June,  difpatched  thirty  thou- 
fand  men,  from  his  army  in  that 
quarter,  to  reinforce  his  defeared 
army  in  Italy.  Orders  were  alfo 
given  to  all  the  troops  in  Styria 
and  Carinthia  to  proceed  by  forced 
marches  to  the  Tyrol.  At  the 
fame  time,  the  Tyrolians,  having 
manifefted  an  ardent  defire  to  ferve 
their  country,  feveral  thoufands 
were  armed  and  formed  into  corps 
of  chaffs ufs.  The  remainder  of 
June,  and  a  confiderable  part  of 
July,  pafled  away,  before  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  this  force  could  reach 
the  feene  of  action,  and  recover 
fufficiently  from  its  fatigues  to 
rake  the  field  againfl  the  enemy. 
Marfhal  Wurmfer,  to  whom  the 
chief  command  in  Italy  was  now 
confided,  arrived  at  the  head 
quarters,  at  Roveredo,  in  the 
Trentine,  on  the  fourth  of  July. 

The  great  exertions  which  the 
French  were  making  againfl  Man¬ 
tua,  induced  Marfhal  Wurmfer  to 
refolve  upon  attempting  to  relieve 
the  place,  even  though  he  had  not 
yet  received  the  whole  of  his 
expelled  reinforcements.  Ten 
thoufand  of  the  troops  drawn  from 


the  Upper  Rhine  were  left  in  the 
bifhoprick  of  Infpruck,  to  watch 
a  French  corps,  which  threatened 
an  irruption  into  that  territory, 
from  the  fide  of  Swabia.  With 
the  reft  of  his  army,  confifting 
of  forty-feven  thoufand  men,  the 
marfhal  made  difpofitions  for 
a  fimultaneous  attack  on  three 
widely  feparated  points  of  the  re¬ 
publican  line.  On  his  left,  Gene¬ 
ral  Mezaros,  with  five  battalions 
and  feven  fquadrons,  was  to  move 
by  Legnano  towards  the  Po,  in 
order  to  turn  the  right  flank  of  the 
enemy.  At  the  other  extremity, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Quofdanowich,  at  the 
head  of  feventeen  battalions  and 
fourteen  fquadrons,  was  to  direft 
his  courfe  along  the  right  fhore  of 
the  lake  of  Garda,  by  Salo  on 
Brefcia,  to  aflail  the  enemy’s  left. 
The  centre,  which  was  compofed 
of  twenty-nine  battalions  and 
fourteen  fquadrons,  commanded  by 
Generals  Melas  and  Davidowich, 
under  the  marfhal  himfelf,  was 
divided  into  two  columns ;  the 
firft  of  which  was  to  force  all  the 
hoftile  polls  between  the  Adige 
and  the  lake,  and  to  be  fupported 
by  the  fecond,  on  the  other  bank 
of  Adige,  which  was  ultimately 
to  join  it,  between  Dolci  and 
Rivoli. 

The  feveral  columns  were  put 
in  motion  early  on  the  T  , 
morning  of  the  twenty-  ^  J 
ninth  of  July.  At  the  “9" 
commencement  of  their  operations 
the  plan  was  crowned  with  great 
fuccefs.  The  diviiion  of  General 
Quofdanowich  forced  the  polls  of 
Salo  and  Brefcia,  took  prifoners 
two  thoufand  men  and  three  gene¬ 
rals,  and  advanced  on  the  roads 
which  lead  from  Brefcia  to  Man¬ 
tua  and  Verona*  The  center  of 
[/ 4]  tU 
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the  Auftrians  was  equally  fortu¬ 
nate.  The  French  portion  of  La 
Corona,  on  the  funimit  of  Monte 
Baldo,  covered  bv  an  immenfe  ra¬ 
vine,  was  carried  by  the  Auftrians, 
who  eroded  the  ravine,  under 
General  Melas,  and  fealed  the 
eminence,  in  fpite  of  a  tremendous 
fire  of  grape  fhor  from  the  repub¬ 
lican  artillery.  The  narrow  pafs 
of  Brentino,  between  the  moun¬ 
tain  and  the  lake,  was  likewife 
attacked  with  equal  gallantry, 
and  with  equal  fuccefs.  Purfuing 
their  victorious  career,  the  Auf¬ 
trians,  on  the  fame  evening,  made 
themfelves  mafters,  by  a  {fault,  of 
Rivoli  and  La  Chiufa.  In  thefe 
various  encounters,  nine  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  fifteen  hundred  men, 
were  taken  by  the  Imperial  forces. 

The  victorious  Auftrian  center 
continued  its  march,  at  dawn  of 
day  on  the  following  morning, 
towards  Caftel  Nuovo  and  Pef- 
chiera.  The  republicans,  to  the 
number  of  between  twelve  and 
fifteen  thoufand  men,  endeavoured 
to  make  a  Hand  oh  the  heights  of 
Campara.  After  an  obftinate  re¬ 
finance,  they  were,  nevcrthelefs, 
compelled  to  retreat,  with  the  lofs 
of  tour  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
many  killed  and  prifoners.  The 
famefate  awaited  them  on  the  hem  h  t  s 

O 

of  Caimafino,  whence  they  were 
driven  by  the  Auftrian  advanced 
guard  under  general  Bajalitfch. 
in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  their 
detachments,  which  occupied  Ve¬ 
rona  and  Porto  Legnano,  finding 
themfelves  in  danger  of  beinu  cut 

e*  O 

off,  abandoned  thofe  places,  and 
fell  back  upon  Roverbella,  which, 
however,  they  quitted  the  ■  next 
day,  on  the  approach  of  Marfhal 
Wurmfer,  who  fixed  his  head¬ 
quarters  at  Valeggio. 


All  the  periloufnefs  of  his  fitua- 
tion  was  now  plainly  fee'n  by  ge¬ 
neral  Buonaparte.  He  learned  that 
the  divifion  of  general  Quofdano- 
wich  had  taken  Brefcia,  and  was 
advancing  to  Lonato,  to  fail  pro¬ 
bably  upon  his  rear,  while  he  was 
engaged  in  front  by  the  divifions 
under  marfhal  Wurmfer.  It  had 
at  firft  been  his  intention  to  give 
battle  to  the  marfhal ;  but  that 
defign  he  relinquiihed,  on  hearing 
of  the  progrefs  of  Quofdanowich, 
and,  with  no  lefs  judgment  than 
promptitude,  he  formed  a  new  and 
bolder  plan.  The  feparation  of 
the  two  parts  of  the  Auftrian  army 
gave  him  an  advantage  which  he 
fawjj  and  refolved  to  feize  without 
the  delay  of  a  moment.  Though 
fomewhat,  perhaps,  inferior  in 
ftrength  to  the  whole  of  the  Impe¬ 
rial  army,  his  central  pofition 
would  enable  him  to  direft  againfl 
either  of  the  hoftile  generals  a 
force  fuperior  to  that  which  they 
could  fingly  oppofe  to  him.  This 
advantage,  however,  would  be 
loft,  if  they  once  fucceeded  in  ef¬ 
fecting  a  junction.  He,  therefore, 
determined  to  unite  the  whole  of 
his  troops,  and,  by  a  rapid  move¬ 
ment  with  them,  to  cruih  the  divi¬ 
fion  of  general  Quofdanowich, 
before  marfhal  Wurmfer  could 
come  to  the  fuccour  of  that 
general. 

To  accomplifh  this  plan  it  was 
neceftary,  mortifying  as  fuch  a  ftep 
undoubtedly  was,  to  raife,  with 
the  utmoft  hafte,  the  fiege  of  Man¬ 
tua,  the  approaches  of  which  were 
by  this  time  pufhed  within  a  hun¬ 
dred  yards  of  the  covered  way* 
This  was  accordingly  done,  on  the 
night  of  the  thirty- fi rft  of  July* 
The  garrifon,  while  the  operation 
was  performing,  made  a  vigorous 

Tally, 
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fa-lljr,  in  which  they  took  fix  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners.  The  republicans 
were  compelled  to  leave  behind 
them  aJLl  their  battering  [rain  and 
ammunition;  confiding  or  134 
cannon  and  mortars,  and  190,000 
(hot  and  (hells.  In  order  to  con¬ 
centrate  his  army  dill  more,  Buo¬ 
naparte  alfo  withdrew  the  garrifon 
which  he  had  placed  in  the  citadel 
of  Ferrara. 

Intending  to  bear  down  Quof¬ 
danowich  with  nearly  the  whole 
weight  of  his  collected  ftrength, 
Buonaparte  only  left  a  corps  of 
eighteen  hundred  men  at  Caftigli- 
one  delle  Stivere,  to  watch  and 
retard  the  progrefs  of  Wurmfer, 
and  another  corps  at  Bozolo,  to 
cover  the  road  to  Cremona.  On 
the  night  of  the  thirtieth,  he  put 
all  his  remaining  divifions  in  mo¬ 
tion,  towards  the  points  ot  Brefcia 
and  Salo.  The  divifion  of  gene¬ 
ral  Quofdanowich  was,  at  this 
moment,  fplit  into  various  corps, 
which  occupied  Salo>  Brefcia,  Lo- 
nato,  Montechiaro,  and  Dezen- 
zano.  Thefe  corps  were  furioufly 
attacked  by  Buonaparte,  on  the 
thirty -fird,  and  the  conteft  was 
continued,  with  fhort  intervals, 
through  the  three  following  days. 
The  Auftrian  troops,  numerically 
inferior  as  they  were,  maintained, 
ileverthelefs,  a  gallant  druggie 
with  the  republicans.  In  fome  of 
the  a&ions  which  took  place  they 
even  defeated  the  latter  ;  particu¬ 
larly  at  Lonato  and  Dezenzano. 
The  frefli  and  overwhelming  force, 
which  was  continually  brought  up 
by  Buonaparte,  at  length  pre¬ 
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vailed.  The  various  corps  under 
general  Quofdanowich  were  en¬ 
tirely  routed,  and  fcattered  in  all 
directions,  and  the  broken  rem¬ 
nants  of  them  compelled  to  efcape 
in  the  bed  manner  they  could  to 
the  Tyrolian  mountains.*  Nearly 
one  half  of  general  Ouofdanowich’s 
divifion  was  either  killed  or  made 
prifoners  in  this  obdinate  and  fan- 
guinary  conflict.  The  French  on 
their  fide,  differed  greatly,  and 
lod  feveral  generals.  Twice  in 
the  courfe  of  the  con  ted,  Buona¬ 
parte  himfelf  was  on  the  point  of 
being  taken  prifoner,  and  he  es¬ 
caped  only  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  his 
horfe. 

The  difficulty  which  the  repub¬ 
lican  leader  experienced,  in  driving 
back  this  part  of  the  Auftrian  ar¬ 
my,  affords  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  refult  would  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  different,  had  general 
Quofdanowich  had  at  his  difpofal 
the  troops  which,  under  general 
Mezaros,  were  employed  in  the 
v/orfe  than  ufelefs  movement  on 
the  fide  of  Porto  Legnano.  They 
might,  at  lead:,  haye  enabled  him 
to  keep  his  pofition  till  he  was 
difeugaged  by  the  forward  march 
of  his  commander  in  chief. 

Marfhal  Wurmfer  was,  in  the 
mean  time,  making  every  exertion 
in  his  power  to  pufh  his  fird  fuc- 
cefs,  and  open  a  communication 
with  general  Quofdanowich.  His 
progrefs  was,  however,  impeded 
by  the  violent  heat  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  the  fatigue  which  the  troops 
had  undergone,  and  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  fupplies.  On  the 


*  We  have  not  noticed  in  the  text,  the  wonderful  ftory  told  by  Buonaparte,  of  his 
having,  by  the  mere  terror  of  his  threats,  compelled  4,000  Austrians  to  lay  down 
their  arms  at  Lonato.  The  ftory  is  nothing  mors  than  a  fort  of  military  romance, 
with  which  the  French  general  thought  proper  to  embellifh  his  dilpatch  to  the 
Dirudory. 
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fecond  of  Augml  he  removed  his 
head-quarters  to  Goito,  and  dif- 
pa tched  general  Liptaye,  with  an 
advanced  guard  of  about  three 
thoufand  rnen,  to  Caftiglione  delle 
Stivere,  in  the  hope  of  aiding 
Ouofdanowidds  operations.  Lip- 
raye  drove  the  republicans  from 
the  village,  made  two  or  three 
hundred  prifoners,  and  took  fome 
pieces  of  cannon. 

This  trivial  fuccefs  was  fpeedily 
followed  by  a  ferious  reverfe  of 
fortune.  Buonaparte,  having  ac- 
complifhed  the  firll  part  of  his  plan, 
was  now  rapidly  returning  to¬ 
wards  the  Mincio,  at  the  head  of 
twenty-eight  thoufand  men.  With 
this  force  he  fell  upon  general  Lip¬ 
taye,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Caftiglionc.  The  Auf- 
triun  general  retired  flow-  3* 
ly,  defending  every  inch  of  ground 
with  ftubborn  bravery,  that  he 
might  give  time  to  the  marfhal  to 
come  to  his  fuccour.  When,  how¬ 
ever,  he  reached  the  heights  in  the 
vicinity  of  Solfarino  he  was 
nearly  furrounded,  and,  defpairing 
of  affiftance,  he  came  forward  with 
his  officers,  to  propofe  to  fur  ren¬ 
der.  At  this  critical  moment  thfe 
cavalry  of  the  Auilrians  was  dif- 
Covered,  coming  up  at  full  gallop 
to  his  aid.  This  reinforcement 
gave  frefh  fpirits  to  his  troops, 
and  compelled  the  republicans  to 
retire  hailily4  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  a  new  pofitioo. 

While  this  was  paffing,  marfhal 
Wurmfer  arrived,  with  aconfide- 
rable  portion  of  his  army.  But, 
even  now,  he  had  not  on  the  held 
more  than  thirteen  thoufand  infan¬ 
try,  and  fifteen  hundred  cavalry, 
to  oppofe  to  double  that  number. 
Well  aware  of  the  great  advantage 
which  h$  flieuld  have  over  troops 
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who  had  made  a  long  and  fatiguing 
march,  under  a  hot  fun,  and  who 
were  unexpectedly  called  into  ac¬ 
tion,  Buonaparte  impefuoufly  at¬ 
tacked  the  Aufirians  as  they  came 
up,  and  before  they  were  able  to 
form  in  regular  order  of  battle* 
Yet,  notwithftanding  the  ground 
was  highly  difadvantageous  to 
them,  and  they  were  fo  far  out¬ 
numbered  by  the  republicans,  they 
refilled  all  the  numerous  charges  of 
the  f  rench  infantry  and  cavalry, 
till  night  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
tefl.  They  would  probably,  how¬ 
ever,  have  been  forced  to  give 
way,  had  not  the  well-fuppoTted 
fire  of  twelve  pieces  of  cannon, 
from  an  eminence  on  their  left, 
prevented  the  republicans  from 
penetrating  into  the  plain  between 
their  left  and  their  right.  The 
lofs  on  each  fide  was  about  two 
thoufand  fix  hundred  men. 

Both  armies  were  too  much  exv 
haufted  to  make  any  hoftile  move¬ 
ment  during  the  following  day.— 
In  the  courfe  of  it,  however,  Buo¬ 
naparte  received  a  feafonable  re¬ 
inforcement  from  the  Milanefe, 
Wurmfer,  though  manifeftly  not 
ftrong  enough  to  cope  with  his 
enemy,  could  not,  never  the  lefs, 
bring  himfelf  to  refolve  upon  mak¬ 
ing  a  timely  retreat  behind  the 
Mincio,  to  wait  the  coming  up  of 
fuccours,  and  to  colled:  the  fcavt- 
tered  remnants  of  Quofdanowich’s 
divifion,  the  bad  fuccefs  of  which 
he  mull  by  this  time  have  conjec¬ 
tured.  On  the  contrary,  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  his  defective  pofition, 
and  determined  to  attack,  on  the 
feventh,  the  republican  army. — - 
His  left  was  polled  in  the  vicinity 
of  Medoli,  extending  to  a  plain, 
and  his  right  occupied  the  high 
grounds  in  front  of  bolfarino. 

Buonaparte* 
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Buonaparte,  more  prompt  than 
bis  antagonift,  had  already  made 
difpofitions  to  drive  him  beyond 
the  Mincio.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  fifth,  he  began 
a  general  and  vigorous  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  whole  of  the  Auf- 
trian  line.  But  it  was  againft  their 
left,  which  he  hoped  to  furround 
and  overwhelm,  that  he  direded 
his  principal  efforts.  In  addition 
to  the  force  which  was  oppoled  to 
the  front  of  the  wing,  he  di reded 
a  ftrong  column,  under  general 
Serrurier,  to  march  from  Marca- 
ria,  by  San  Martino,  and  fall  upon 
the  rear.  This  combined  move¬ 
ment  was  executed  with  celerity 
and  fkill ;  and  had  very  nearly 
produced  its  intended  effed.  The 
left  wing  was,  in  confequence,  or¬ 
dered  to  change  its  front,  and 
fall  back  towards  the  high  ground 
which  was  occupied  by  the  right. 
While  this  was  performing,  the  re¬ 
publicans  compelled  fome  of  the 
battalions  on  the  right  to  give 
way,  and,  by  the  meeting  of  thefe 
battalions  with  the  retiring  left, 
much  confufion  was  occafioned. 
A  retreat  became  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  to  fave  the  Auflrian  army 
from  total  deftrudion.  In  this 
Hate  of  things,  the  peril  is  faid  to 
have  been  greatly  increafed,  by 
the  reludance  of  the  Marfhal  to 
give  orders  for  retiring  from  the 
field.  Colonel  Graham  at  length 
prevailed  on  him  to  difcontinue 
the  conteft.  The  Imperialifts  re- 
croffed  the  Mincio,  and  polled 
themfelves  at  Valeggio  ;  having 
loft  nearly  three  thoufand  men, 
a  hundred  and  twenty  ammunition 
waggons,  and  thirty  pieces  of  ar¬ 
tillery.  It  was  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumftance  that  the  vidors  were 
too  fatigued  to  continue  the  pur- 
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fuit  to  a  diftance  from  the  fcene  of 
ad  ion. 

The  jundion,  which  now  took 
place,  of  the  divifion  of  general 
Mezaros,  did  not  fufficiently 
ftrengthen  Marfhal  Wurmfer  to 
enable  him  to  defend  the  line  of 
the  Mincio.  On  the  fixth,  the 
republicans  drove  the  Auftrians 
from  the  entrenched  camp,  which 
the  latter  had  formed  in  front  of 
Pefchiera,  to  blockade  that  place, 
and  fupport  their  right ;  and,  on. 
the  fucceeding  day,  the  two  divi- 
fions  of  Augereau  and  Serrurier 
effeded  the  paffage  of  the  river. 
Marfhal  Wurmfer  was  compelled 
to  withdraw  haftily  to  his  former 
pofition  in  the  Tyrol,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  he  did  not  reach  without 
having  been  feverely  haraffed  by 
the  triumphant  republicans. 

This  difaftrous  expedition  coft 
the  Imperialifts  no  left  than  feven- 
teen  thoufand  men,  of  whom  near¬ 
ly  four  hundred  were  officers.  Nor 
did  the  republicans  buy  their  fuc- 
cefs  at  an  eafy  rate.  Their  lofs 
amounted  to  ten  thoufand  men  ; 
four  thoufand  of  whom  were  pri- 
foners.  Defeated  as  the  Auftrians 
were,  they,  neverthelefs,  acc'om- 
plifhed  one  great  purpofe  for  which, 
their  exertions  were  made.  Man¬ 
tua  was  effedually  relieved.  The 
communication  with  the  place 
having  been  open,  for  five  or  fix. 
days,  Marfhal  Wurmfer  had  time 
to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  be- 
fiegers,  remove  the  lick,  reinforce 
the  garrifon,  and  fupply  it  with 
fuchaftore  of  provifions  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  as  put  it  in  a  ftate  to  fet  the 
republican  efforts  at  defiance,  for 
a  very  confiderable  period. 

Had  Marfhal  Wurmfer  obtained 
a  decifive  advantage  over  the  re¬ 
publican  army,  Italy  would,  per¬ 
haps. 
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■  Ivaps,  have  once  more  merited  its 
ancient  character,  of  the  grave  of 
the  French.  On  the  news  of  the 
fjrft  reverfes  which  Buonaparte  had 
ftaffered,  the  Italian  populace  gave 
firong  proofs  of  the  hatred  which 
they  felt  again  11  their  republican 
Invaders.  At  Cafal  Maggiore, 
Cremona,  and  other  places,  crowds 
affembled,  inful  ted  thole  who 
wore  the  republican  cockade,  and 
gave  unequivocal  figns  of  their 
intention  to  take  fignal  vengeance 
on  their  enemies,  as  foon  as  the 
favourable  moment  arrived.  The 
lift  of  the  vi&ims,  who,  on  the 
Eear  approach  of  the  Auftrians, 
were  to  expiate  with  their  blood 
their  attachment  to  the  French, 
was  already  made  out,  and  even 
publicly  circulated,  at  Cremona. 

As  far  as  Milan,  Genoa,  and 
Rome,  the  tidings  of  Wurmfer's 
fuccefs  were  rapidly  fpread  ;  and 
excited  a  general  exultation,  and 
a  general  thirft  of  revenge.  In 
Rome,  it  was  with  infinite  diffi¬ 
culty  that  the  government  kept 
down  the  violence  of  the  people. 
At  Genoa,  fuperftition  was  called 
in  to  fiimulate  ftill  more  tire  paf- 
fions  of  the  multitude.  New 
miracles  were  laid  to  have  been 
lately  performed  in  that  city,  and 
thofe  miracles  were  confidered  as 
predi&ive  of  the  rout  and  deft  ruc¬ 
tion  of  the  republican  army.  God, 

'  It  was  declared,  had  now  profcrib- 
cd  the  French,  whom  he  had  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter  Italy  only  for  the 
purpofe  of  recalling  the  children  of 
the  church  to  penitence,  and  to 
the  practice  ot  the  chriflian  vir¬ 
tues.  Publications,  breathing  a 
ftmilar  fpiritj  were  alfo  profufely 
Scattered  in  all  quarters.  Had 
Buonaparte  been  compelled  to 
make  a  rapid  and  diforderly.  re¬ 


treat,  through  a  country  generally 
inflamed  by  fuch  doftrines,  hislofa 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  im- 
menfe  :  probably  his  ruin  would 
have  been  complete.  The  Sicili¬ 
an  vefpcrs  might  have  been  re¬ 
peated,  on  a  more  extend ve  and 
terrible  fcale.  The  partifans 
whom  the  French  had  gained,  not 
numerous  enough  to  afford  them 
effectual  affiftance,  would  only 
haveferved  to  Avell  the  number  of 
the  flam.  On  the  prefent  occafion, 
the  fears  of  thofe  partifans  were 
obvious  ;  and  in  fome  places,  the 
moll  a&ive  of  them  loudly  called 
for  arms,  that  they  might  join 
their  friends,  and  endeavour  to 
avert  the  danger  which  threaten¬ 
ed  them. 

The  blockade  of  Mantua  was 
now  refumed  by  Buonaparte.  Two 
combats,  however,  took  place,  at 
Governolo  and  Borgoforte,  be¬ 
fore  i he  garrifon  could  be  driven 
within  the  walls  of  the  fortrefs. 
Meanwhile,  two  diviftons  of  the 
republican  army,  led,  by  generals 
Maftena  and  Sore t,  had  attacked 
and  carried  the  pofts  which  Worm, 
fer  ftill  held  at  Rocca  d’Anfo,  on 
the  Jake  of  Idro  ;  and,  at  Mon- 
tehaldo,  Corona,  and  Preaboco, 
between  the  Adige  and  the  lake 
of  Garda.  According  to  their 
own  account,  they  made  in  thefe- 
various  affairs  nearly  two  thoufand 
prifonersc  Marfhal  Wurmfer  fell 
back  with  his  army,  behind  the 
city  of  Trent. 

The  ftandards,  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  Auftrian  general, 
were  fent  to  Paris,  to  be  laid  at 
the  feet  of  the  Directory.  The 
bearer  of  them  aifu red  the  five  So¬ 
vereigns  of  France,  that  the  de. 
feaied  army  was  the  laft  hope  of 
Auftria,  and  that  the  foie  ambition 
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*>fhis  comrades  was  to  extermin¬ 
ate  even  to  the  very  laft  of  the 
enemies  of  the  republic.  To  this 
fpeech  the  Prefident  of  the  Direc¬ 
tory  replied  in  a  ftyle  which  was 
not  a  little  bombaftic.  Among 
other  things,  he  declared  that  the 
prodigies  which  the,  republican 
•troops  had  performed  in  Italy, 
rendered  probable,  fince  they  fur- 
pafled,  thofe  which  were  related  in 
ancient  hiftory  ;  and  he  added  a 
fplendid  anticipatory  panegyric, 
upon  the  civic  virtues  which 
would  be  manifefted  by  the  war¬ 
riors  of  France,  whenever  they  re¬ 
turned  to  their  own  habitations. 

During  the  reft  of  Augutt  no 
movement  of  any  confequence  was 
made  on  either  fide.  Both  parties 
were  aftively  preparing  for  vigor¬ 
ous  hoftilities.  Very  confiderable 
reinforcements  were  fent  to  Mar- 
fhal  Wurmfer,  by  the  Auftrian  go¬ 
vernment  ;  fo  that,  by  the  clofe  of 
the  month  he  had  again  under 
his  command,  nearly  fifty  thou- 
fand  men.  General  Buonaparte 
likewife  received  an  equal  accef. 
{ion  of  ftrength.  From  the  army 
of  Keller, man  he  drew  frefh  fuc- 
cours  ;  and  his  army  was  daily  en- 
creafed  by  the  arrival  of  thofe 
troops  which  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
royalift  efforts  enabled  the  Direc¬ 
tory  to  detach  from  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  weft.  There  feems 
allb  reafon  to  believe  that,  during 
this  tranfient  paufe  from  active 
warfare,  he  was  bufily  employed 
in  extending  his  ufe  of  the  power¬ 
ful  auxiliary  of  corruption,  from 
which  he  had  already  derived 
many  important  benefits.  To  bribe, 
with  an  unfparing  hand,  the  fpies 
and  traitors  who  ferved  him,  and 
to  multiply  as  much  as  poffible 
their  number,  was  one  of  his  lead¬ 
ing  military  principles. 


The  Directory  believed  that 
the  moment  was  now  come  when 
they  might  accompli, fh  their  fa¬ 
vourite  projeft  of  uniting  the  three 
French  armies  in  the  heart  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  penetrating  to  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  Auftrian  monarchy. 
Moreau  was  at  this  moment  ad¬ 
vancing  into  Bavaria,  and  the  de¬ 
feats  of  Jourdan  not  being  yet 
known,  he  alfo  was  fuppofed  to  be 
triumphantly  pufhing  forward  in 
the  fame  direction.  Orders  were 
in  confequence  lent  to  Buonaparte, 
to  force  the  palfes  of  the  Tyrol, 
and  form  a  junction  with  Moreau* 
whofe  right  wing  extended  to¬ 
wards  the  Tyrolefe  frontiers. 

Previoufly  to  his  commencing^ 
his  operations.  Buonaparte  ad- 
d  re  fled  a  proclamation  to  the  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Tyrol.  Unlike  a 
former  addrefs  to  them,  . 
which  breathed  nothing 
but  foftnefs  and  flattery,  ^ot  * 
which  they  had  (corned,  it  was 
filled  only  with  menaces,  which 
proved  how  much  he  had  been  har- 
raffed  by  their  ftubbern  bravery. 
In  ludicrous  vaunting  of  the 
French  prowefs,  and  vulgar  con¬ 
tempt  ot  the  Auftrians  and  their 
fovereign,  it  was  fufficiCntly  la- 
vifh.  It  was,  in  truth,  a  mafter- 
piece  of  barbarity  and  brutal  in- 
iblence.  Regardlefs  that  the  con- 
ftirution  of  their  province  impofecl 
on  them  the  duty  of  taking  the 
field,  whenever  their  country  was 
threatened  with  an  invafion,  Buo¬ 
naparte  declared  that  every  Ty~ 
rolian  found  in  arms  fhould  be  in- 
ftantly  fhot ;  that  thofe  dill r ifts  of 
which  the  military  contingents  had 
not  leturned  before  the  arrival  of 
the  French,  fliould  be  given  to  the 
flames,  and  the  inhabitants  fent  as 
hoftages  fo  France  ;  and  that,  in 
the  dift rifts  which  fubmitted,  the 
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houies  of  all  the  Tyrolians  who 
were  bearing  arms  fhould  be  burn¬ 
ed,;  and  their  relations,  as  far  as 
the  third  degree,  fhould  be  im- 
prifoned  in  France  as  hoftages. 
One  other  paffage  of  this  difgrace- 
ful  compofition  has  been  rendered 
worthy  of  notice,  by  events  of  a 
long  fubfequent  date.  Declaim¬ 
ing  all  ideas  of  further  aggrandize¬ 
ment,  its  author  declared  that  na¬ 
ture  had  traced  the  limits  of 
France  by  the  Rhine  and  the  Alps, 
in  the  fame  manner  that  fhe  had 
marked  out  the  Tyrol  as  the  proper 
limits  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

Marfhal  Wurmfer  was  informed 
of  the  defign  of  Buonaparte  to 
force  his  way  through  the  Tyrol, 
into  the  Electorate  of  Bavaria,  and 
he  refolved  to  follow  a  plan  which 
was  well  calculated  to  baffle  the 
republican  general.  T  his  plan  con- 
lifted  ir*  leaving  about  a  third  of 
his  army  to  defend  the  entrance 
of  the  Tyrol,  while  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  he  marched  down  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Brenta,  to  turn  the  right 
Hank,  and  menace  the  rear  of  the 
French.  The  divifion  in  their 
front  was,  meanwhile,  to  fall  back 
as  ftowly  as  poffible,  and  to  be 
ftrengthened,  as  it  retired,  by  the 
Tyrolian  levy  in  mafs,  and  a  body 
of  regular  troops.  It  was  prob¬ 
able  that  the  enemy  would  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  abandon  their  defign.  If, 
however,  they  ftill  perfifted  in 
pulhing  forward,  he  would  be  en¬ 
abled  at  leaft  to  cut  off  their  com¬ 
munication  with  the  troops  which 
inverted  Mantua,  and  would  moft 
probably  fucceed  in  releafing  that 
place  from  the  clofe  blockade  in 
which  it  was  now  held.  In  ex¬ 
ecution  of  this  projeft,  Wurmfer 
moved  from  Trent  towards  Baffa- 
uo,  on  the  fame  day  that  Buona¬ 


parte  put  his  army  in  motion  t» 
invade  the  Tyrol. 

The  politions  held  by  the  Aus¬ 
trian  army,  wliich  protected  the 
entrance  of  the  Tyrol,  were  of 
fuch  ftrcngth,  as  to  juftify  the 
hope  that  they  would  not  be  forced 
by  the  enemy,  without  much  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  lofs  of  time.  The 
firft  of  thefe  was  about  two  mile3 
in  front  of  Roveredo,  and  the  whole 
line  of  defence  was  fcarcely  two 
miles  in  extent.  On  the  left  was 
the  narrow  and  almoft  impreg¬ 
nable  defile  of  Marco,  one  flank  of 
which  was  covered  by  mountains, 
and  the  other  by  the  Adige.  Be¬ 
yond  the  Adige,  on  the  right,  was 
the  ftrongly-entrenched  camp  of 
Mori,  the  flanks  of  which  alfo  were 
covered  by  the  mountains  and  the 
river.  In  the  rear  of  Roveredo, 
another  pofition,  ftill  more  formi¬ 
dable,  barred  the  paffage  to  the 
city  of  Trent.  This  was  the  de¬ 
file  of  Calliano.  In  this  place  the 
Adige  runs  between  lofty  and  in- 
accelfible  mountains,  which  leave 
only  a  narrow  pafs  on  one  fide,  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  ftream.  The 
pafs  was  clofed  by  the  village  of 
Calliano,  a  fort,  and  a  Wall,  which 
filled  the  whole  of  the  fpace  be- 
tweeen  the  water  and  the  rock. 
Behind  Trent,  at  the  town  of 
Lavis,  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Lavisio  and  the  Adige,  is  another 
pafs,  lefs  ftrong  than  the  former, 
but,  neverthelefs,  of  great  ftrength* 
All  the  intermediate  country  is 
likewife  rugged,  interfered,  and 
abounding  with  defiles,  and  iscon- 
fequently  of  a  kind  extremely  fa¬ 
vourable  to  defenfive  warfare.  The 
refources  of  nature  and  art  are, 
however,  lavished  in  vain,  when 
they  are  placed  at  the  difpofal  of 
cowardice  and  treachery. 

Buonapart® 
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Buonaparte  commenced  his  ope¬ 
rations  on  the  fecond  of  September. 
The  main  body,  led  by  Maffena, 
advanced  along  the  Adige,  by  the 
high  road  to  the  Tyrol,  while  an. 
other  divifion,  under  general  Vau- 
bois,  proceeding  between  the 
Adige  and  the  lake  of  Garda,  join¬ 
ed,  at  Torbole,  a  divifion  which 
had  been  landed  from  Salo,  At 
the  fame  time,  Augereau  was 
ordered  to  march  from  Verona, 
with  the  troops  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  and  take  poll:  on  the  heights 
between  Lugo  and  Rovere,  for 
thepurpofe  of  fupporting  Maffena, 
and  alarming  the  Auftrians  on  the 
fide  of  Vicenza. 

As  the  republicans  moved  for¬ 
ward,  they  fuccellively  drove  the 
Aullrian  outpofls  from  Alla  and 
Serravalle,  and  compelled  them  to 
retire,  with  the  lofs  of  three  or 
four  hundred  men,  to  Marco  and 
Mori.  At  fix  in  the  morning,  the 
two  latter  polls  were  attacked  by 
the  French,  and  by  noon  the  Auf- 
trians  were  not  only  expelled  from 
them,  but  were  purfued  through 
Roveredo,  as  far  as  the  defile  of 
Galliano.  Buonaparte  did  not 
paufe  for  a  moment.  He  ordered 
the  divifion  of  Maffena  to  advance 
immediately  againft  this  almoft 
impregnable  pafs.  The  order  was 
obeyed,  the  defile  was  carried,  and 
the  troops  which  defended  it  were 
thrown  into  utter  confufion,  with 
allonifhing  rapidity.  By  night¬ 
fall,  the  routed  Aullrian  army  was 
driven  beyond  Trent;  having,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  fuffered,  in¬ 
dependently  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  a  lofs  of  five  thoufand 
men  taken  prifoners,  twenty- five 
pieces  of  cannon,  feven  ftandards, 
and  a  profufion  of  ammunition  and 
baggage.  On  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  the  republicans  entered  Trent.; 
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to  which  place  no  French  army 
had  ever  before  been  able  to  pene¬ 
trate.  From  Trent  a  divifion  was 
difpatchcd  againft  the  pofition  of 
La  vis,  which  was  maftered  with  as 
little  trouble  as  either  of  the  for¬ 
mer. 

As  W urmfer expelled,  his  march 
upon  Baffano  fruftrated  the  defiga 
which  the  French  general  had 
formed  of  forcing  his  way  into 
Germany.  Buonaparte  was  too 
wife  to  entangle  himfelf  among  the 
intricate  paffes  of  the  Tyrol,  and 
leave  a  formidable  enemy  in  his 
rear.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  tak¬ 
ing  the  road  to  Infpruck,  he  re- 
folved  to  pufh  rapidly  down  the 
valley  of  the  Brenta,  and  deftror 
or  difperfe  the  remainder  of  the 
Aullrian  army.  This  talk  was 
not  an  eafy  one  ;  the  defiles  of  the 
Brenta  being  fcarcely,  if  at  all, 
lefs  difficult  of  accefs  than  thole  of 
the  Adige.  Here,  as  there,  the 
river,  for  a  eonfiderable  part  of 
its  courfe  Hows  confined  between, 
lofty  and  precipitous  mountains. 
But  here  alfo,  as  was  the  cafe 
there,  the  advantage  of  pofition 
was  rendered  ufelefs,  by  a  want  of 
courage,  or,  more  probably,  by 
a  want  of  fidelity. 

Leaving  a  divifion  beyond  the 
Lavifio,  to  watch  the  Aullrian 
corps  in  the  Tyrol,  Buonaparte, 
on  the  fixth  of  September,  entered, 
with  the  remainder  of  his  army, 
into  the  Valfugana,  which  is  the 
commencement  of  the  valley  of 
the  Brenta.  On  the  following 
morning,  he  arrived  at  the  village 
of  Primolano,  which  he  found  oc¬ 
cupied  and  entrenched  by  the  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  of  the  Auftrians. 
The  village  was  attacked  by  ge¬ 
neral  Augereau,  and  was  carried, 
after  fome  refinance.  That  part 
of  the  Aullrian  corps  which  ef- 
9  feCi 
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fefted  its  retreat, 'rallied  at  the 
fort  of  Cavelo,  which  Hands  at  no 
great  diftance  from  Primolano,  and 
completely  fhuts  up  the  road 
to  Baffiano.  From  this  ftrong 
poll,  however,  they  were  driven 
with  much  facility,  and  purfued  as 
far  as  Campo  San  Martino,  with 
fuch  fuccefs  that  few  of  them 
c leaped.  Nearly,  four  thoufand 
prifoners,  ten  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  nine  ftandards,  were  taken  by 
the  republicans.  Buonaparte  halt¬ 
ed  his  troops  for  the  night  at  the 
village  of  Cifmone. 

Half  the  difficulty  of  the  march 
Hill  remained  to  be  overcome. 
Between  Cifmone  and  Baffiano,  the 
defile  is  fo  rugged  that  feme  of  the 
French  generals  could  not  refrain 
from  expreffing,  in  the  prefence  of 
their  Chief,  their  aftoniffi  men  t  at  his 
having  ventured  to  lead  his  army 
into  a  fituation  of  fuch  apparent 
peril.  Buohaparte  replied  only 
*>y  an  evafive  fpeech  and  a  fmile. 
The  refult  juftified  the  confidence 
which  he  felt.  Early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  his  army  arrived  unoppofed 
at  Solagna,  where  the  defile  opens 
into  the  plain  of  Baffiano.  Here 
was  polled  an  Auflrian  corps ; 
which  was  fpeedily  overthrown 
by  an  impetuous  attack.  The 
republicans  followed  the  fugi¬ 
tives  on  both  fides  of  the  Bren- 
ta,  and  reached  Baffiano  before 
Marfhal  Wurmfer  was  informed 
of  their  approach.  An  entrance 
into  the  town  was  forced  in  all 
quarters ;  and  the  marlhal  had 
barely  time  to  provide  for  his  own 
fafety,  and  to,  fecure  the  military 
cheft  of  his  army.  The  fruits  of 
thefe  two  attacks  were  thirty-five 
pieces  of  cannon,  feveral  ftandards,  , 
large  magazines,  and  five  thoufand 
prifoners.  It  has  been  afferted,. 


that  an  officer  of  rank  in  the  Aufl 
trian.  army  withheld  from  his 
commander  the  intelligence  which 
he  had  received  of  the  rapid  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  republicans ;  and  this 
affertion  is  probably  well  founded, 
as.  unlefs  we  fuppofe  treachery  . in 
fome  of  his  officers,  it  is  almoft  im- 
poffible  to  account  for  the  com¬ 
plete  ignorance  in  which  the  mar¬ 
fhal  appears  to  have  been,  with 
rrfpecl  to  the  movements  of  Buo¬ 
naparte,  fubfequently  to  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  Trent. 

Only  one  part  of  Wurmfer’s 
army  was  yet  unbroken.  This 
was  a  column  of  about  nine  thou¬ 
fand  men,  under  general  Baron 
Otto,  which  he  had  previoufly  dif- 
patched  towards  Verona,  to  a<5t 
a^ainfl  the  rear  of  the  French  in 
the  Tyrol,  and  which  was  now  at 
Montebello,  not  far  from  Vicen¬ 
za.  To  throw  himfelf  into  Man¬ 
tua,  with  the  remnant  of  his 
forces,  in  order  to  protraft  as 
long  as  poffible  ,the  defence  of  that 
fortrefs,  and  thus  give  the  govern¬ 
ment  time  to  draw  together  new 
levies  for  its  fuccour,  was  the  ftep 
which  the  Aultrian  general  deter¬ 
mined  to  take  in  the  prefent 
emergency  ;  and  it  was,  indeed, 
almoft  the  only  one  which  was 
practicable,  as  his  retreat  toward 
Triefte  was  already  cut  ©fr  by  a 
republican  divifton. 

The  neareft  route  to  Mantua 
was  likewife  clofed  againft  him  ; 
Verona  being  held  by  a  trench 
garrifon,  which  had  recently  foiled 
all  the  efforts  of  general  Otto  to 
expel  it  from  that  city.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  by  a  forced  march,  defeended 
the  Adige  to  Porto  Legnano, 
which  he''  fortunately  found  unoc¬ 
cupied  by  the  enemy,  the  republi¬ 
can  commander  at  Verona  not 

having 
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having  been  able  to  fpare  a  detach¬ 
ment,  which  he  had  been  directed 
to  fend  to  fecure  Porto  Legnano, 
and  prevent  the  paffage  of  the  river. 
Hoping  ftili  to  intercept  his  vete¬ 
ran  antagonift,  either  on  the  Tar- 
taro,  the  Tione,  or  the  Molinello, 
Buonaparte  ordered  the  bridges  to 
be  broken  down,  and  put  three 
ftrong  divifions  in  motion,  to  oc¬ 
cupy  all  the  roads  to  Mantua. 
Wurmfer,  however,  pufhed  on  in 
fuch  a  rapid  manner  that  he  palled 
all  the  rivers,  defeated  two  of  the 
divifions  at  Cerea  and  Villa  Im- 
penta,  made  more  than  a  thoufand 
prifoners,  and  arrived  under  the 
walls  of  Mantua,  on  the  twelfth 
of  September.  The  force  with 
which  he  joined  the  garrifon  was 
little  (hort  of  ten  thouland  men. 

The  Auftrians  now  encamped 
on  the  outfide  of  the  fortrefs,  be¬ 
tween  Formagolb  and  the  fuburb 
of  St.  George.  In  this  pofition 
they  were  attacked,  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  by  two  divifions  of  the 
French  army.  The  conteft  was 
obftinately  maintained  on  both 
Tides ;  but  it  terminated  in  the  de¬ 
feat  of  the  republicans,  who  loft 
fifteen  hundred  prifoners,  and  ten 
pieces  of  cannon.  Buonaparte, 
neverthelels,  having  brought  up 
additional  divifions,  renewed  his 
efforts  next  morning,  to  make 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  fuburb  of  St. 
George,  and  the  poft  of  la  Fa- 
vorita,  the  poffefiion  of  which  by 
the  enemy  enabled  them  to  pro¬ 
cure  forage,  and  to  prevent  the 
place  trom  being  effectually  in- 
vefied  on  the  left  of  the  Mincio. 
After  a  fanguinary  conteft,  the 
center  of  Wurmfer’s  army  was 
broken,  the  fuburb  and  la  Favorita 
were  carried,  and  the  Auftrians 
were  compelled  to  retire  into  the 
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fortrefs,  leaving  behind  them 
twenty-five  pieces  of  artillerv* 
two  thoufand  prifoners,  and  many 
wounded  and  flain.  The  republi¬ 
cans  did  not  buy  their  fuccefs 
cheaply.  In  the  two  actions  no 
lefs  than  leven  generals  were  among 
the  wounded.  The  lofs  of  in¬ 
ferior  officers  and  of  men,  though 
not  fpecificd,  was  undoubtedly 
confiderable. 

The  great  change  of  circum- 
fiances  which  had  taken  place, 
made  it  neceffary  for  Buonaparte 
to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  purfuing 
his  vicarious  career  into  Germany. 
Leaving,  therefore,  a  corps  in  the 
bifhoprick  of  Trent,  and  another 
in  the  Trevigiano,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  enemy,  he  collect¬ 
ed  the  great  body  of  his  forces  irs 
the  vicinity  of  Mantua.  The  chief 
objeCf  of  Buonaparte  was,  of  courfe, 
to  confine  the  numerous  garrifon 
within  the  narrowed  bounds  ; 
while  that  of  Wurmfer,  on  the 
contrary,  was  to  break  continu¬ 
ally,  in  fome  part,  through  the 
chain  which  fur  rounded  him  ;  and 
to  procure  fubfiftence  and  forage, 
without  which  the  troops  that  he 
had  brought  with  him  would  only 
ferve  to  accelerate  the  fall  of  Man¬ 
tua.  ,  In  confequence  of  this,  the 
reft  of  September,  and  the  whole 
of  OCtober,  were  {pent  in  almoft 
daily  contefts  between  the  block¬ 
aded  and  the  blockading  army. 
Both  fides  fufferedfeverely.  Wurm¬ 
fer,  however,  though'  fometimes 
worded,  was  frequently  able  to 
accomplith,  and  to  a  confiderable 
extent,  his  purpofe  of  obtaining 
the  needful  fupplies.  In  other 
quarters  aCtive  military  operations 
were,  for  the  prefent,  fufpended. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French 
government  was  actively  cmploy- 
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ed,  in  concluding  treaties  with 
fome  of  the  Italian  princes,  and 
in  defpoiling  and  infulting  others, 
it  was  Buonaparte  himfelf  who 
fuggefted  to  the  Directory,  that 
policy  required  them  to  diminilh 
by  negociation  the  number  of 
enemies  with  which  the  republi¬ 
can  army  had  to  encounter. 
Ampng  thefe  enemies  the  moil  for¬ 
midable,  next  to  the  Emperor, 
was  the  King  of  Naples.  Hither¬ 
to,  indeed,  he  had  made  no  vi¬ 
gorous  efforts,  but  his  refources, 
it  properly  applied,  were  adequate 
to  the  railing  of  a  large  force,  and 
he  now  feemed  difpofed  to  bring 
thofe  refources  into  aflion,  unlefs 
he  could  obtain  a  peace  upon  rea- 
fonable  terms.  In  cafe  of  his 
being  compelled  to  recommence 
hoiltli ties,  his  troops  would  be 
joined  by  thofe  of  the  Pope  ;  and 
this  combined  army,  hanging  on 
the  right  flank,  and  even  the  rear 
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of  Buonaparte,  and  obliging  that 
general  to  divide  his  forces,  while 
he  was  fully  occupied  on  his  front 
and  left  bv  the  Auftrians,  would 
at  leaf!  occafion  much  embarraff- 
ment,  and  might  be  produftivc  of 
diiuilrous  coniequences  to  the  re¬ 
publican  caufe.  Befides,  till  the 
Kirrn  of  Naples  was  detached  from 
the  confederacy,  it  was  obvioufly 
not  practicable  to  accompiifn  the 
favourite  objeCt  of  humiliating  the 
Pope,  and  extorting  from,  him  the 
definitive  ceffion  of  a  part  of  his 
territories.  Rewbeli,  neverthe-- 
Ids,  who  was  the  Dire&or  charg¬ 
ed  with  the  diplomatic  concerns 
of  the  republic,  and  whofe  hatred 
to  kings  appears  to  have  blinded 
his  reafon,  was  flrongly  averfe 
from  ncgociating  with  rhe  Nea¬ 
politan  fovereign.  By  the  ex- 
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ertions  of  Carnot,  however,  a 
treaty  was  at  length  concluded. 
Ir  contained  no  ilipulation 

which  it  is  necefiary  to  ,* 

•  *  r>  .  ■  r  .  10th. 
notice*.  But,  m  a  lecrct 

article,  the  King  of  Naples  is  faid 
to  have  engaged  to  pay  eight  mil¬ 
lions  of  livres  ;  a  part  of  which 
fum  was  to  be  furnifhed  in  naval 
Bores. 

This  treaty  was  followed  by 
one  with  the  Duke  of  ^ 
Parmab,  which  procured  to  ^  j  * 
the  French  republic  fever- 
al  commercial  advantages,  but  re¬ 
quired  no  further  facrifcice  from 
his  Royal  Highnefs.  For  the 
mildnefs  of  the  terms  the  Duke 
was  entirely  indebted  to  the  me¬ 
diation  of  the  Spanlfh  monarch, 
to  whom  he  was  nearly  related. 
Carnot  even  propofed  to  cede  to 
him  a  portion  of  the  Papal  and 
Medenefe  territories,  in  exchange 
for  Florida  and  Louifiana,  which 
the  king  of  Spain  would  have 
given  up,  in  order  to  procure  an 
extenfiou  of  the  Duke’s  domi¬ 
nions.  In  propofingthis  arrange¬ 
ment,  Carnot  was  aftuated  by  the 
two-fold  motive  of  obtaining  the 
means  of  holding  the  United  States- 
in  awe  of  the  French,  and  of  fe- 
curing  Italy  againft  the  Emperor, 
by  making  the  King  of  Spain 
highly  interefled  in  the  protection 
of  that  country,  and  confequently 
deftrous  to  prevent  any  fhare  of  it 
from  returning  under  the  domina¬ 
tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  A 
republic  alone,  would  not,  th« 
Director  was  of  opinion,  form  a 
fufficient  barrier  againft  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty.  His  colleagues, 
however,  were  alarmed  left  his 
plan  fliould  lead  to  the  revival  of 
the  kingdom  of  ^Lombardy,  and 
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they  refufed,  therefore,  to  give  it 
their  concurrence*  In  this  in- 
ftance  Carnot  certainly  proved 
himfelfa  more  enlightened  politi-.' 
cian  than  any  of  his  affociates* 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
Duke  of  Modena,  whofe  domi¬ 
nions  the'French  Director  was  thus 
ready  to  transfer  to  another  fo- 
vereign,  had  purchased  an  armif- 
tice,  at  an  extravagant  price.  But, 
with  the  republican  rulers,  this 
was  no  valid  reafon  for  allowing 
him  the  benefits  of  neutrality. 
His  (fates  were  defUned  to  com- 
pofe  a  part  of  the  materials  for 
commencing,  on  a  fmall  fcale,  the 
long -intended  experiment  of  a 
new  republic  in  Italy.  Accord- 
ingly,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
Auguft,  the  populace  of  Reggio, 
the  birth-place  of  Ariofto,  were 
incited  to  revolt,  and  drive  out 
the  ducal  troops.  Their  example 
was  followed  by  other  towns;  and, 
at'  length,  on  the  eighth  of  Qffo- 
ber,  a  French  detachment  feized 
upon  the  city  of  Modena,  made 
prifoners  the  garrifon,  arrefted  the 
members  of  the  regency,  and  pro¬ 
claimed  that  the  Modenefe  were 
taken  under  the  protection  of  the 
French  republic. 

Bologna  and  Ferrara  had  al¬ 
ready  been  completely  revoluti¬ 
onized  ;  and  meafures  were  now 
adopted  by  the  revolted  natives, 
to  form  into  a  republican  ilate 
the  whole  of  the  revolutionized 
diftrirfts  which  were  fttuated  be¬ 
yond  the  Po.  Thefe  meafures  we 
(hall  relate  when,  in  our  next  vo¬ 
lume,  we  give  a  connerftea  view 
of  the  civil  proceedings,  which, 
under  the  controul  of  the  French, 
took  place  in  the  conquered  coun¬ 
tries  of  Italy,  down  to  the  period 
of  the  foundation  of  the  Cifalpine 
republic. 


The  hatred  which  the  Direrffory 
felt  againft  religion,  and  againft: 
every  thing  connected  with  it, 
had  from  the  beginning,  left  little 
room  for  doubt,  as  to  the  mannef 
in  which  they  would  adf  towards 
the  venerable  Pius,  as  foon  as  their 
victorious  armies  obtained  for 
them  a  complete  afcendency  in 
Italy.  One  of  them,  in  particular, 
regarded  the  head  of  the  Catholic 
Church  with  even  more  malignity 
than  did  the  reft  of  his  alTociates. 
ihis  was  LareVeiilere  Lepaux, 
who  was  ambitious  to  be  the  Pontiff 
of  a  new  fedl ,  denominated  the  Theo- 
philanthropiPcs  and  who  feerns  to 
have  con  fide  red,  and  detefled,  the 
Pope,  as  a  fort  of  rival  and  perfonal 
enemy.  Carnot,  equally  irreligious 
with  his  colleague,  but  lefs  fanati¬ 
cally  fo,  has  ludicroufly  deferibed 
him  as  being  “fo  much  afraid  of  the 
Pope,  that  he  continually  fancied 
he  faw  his  Holinefs  purfuing  him, 
and  holding  up  his  fingers  to  give 
him  his  benediction.”,  From  men 
like  thefe  the  Pope  could  not  pofii- 
bly  expect  any  other  than  thehardefl 
and  mod  humiliating  terms. 

The  very  outfet  of  the  negocia. 
tion  marked  the  haughty  and  in¬ 
ful  ting  fpirit  which  animated  the 
republican  rulers.  They  required 
that  the  Pope  fhould  not  fend  an 
ecclefiaftic  to  negotiate  with  them, 
as  they  would  net  hold  conference 
with  an  ecclefiaftical  character. 
Count  Petracci  was,  in  confe- 
quence,  fent  to  Paris  as  ambafta- 
dor,  immediately  after  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  the  arm:  ft  ice  by  Buonaparte. 
On  his  arrival,  a  feries  of  articles 
was  prefented  to  him  for  his  figna- 
ture  ;  the  tenor  of  feme  of  which 
rendered  it  impoflible  for  him  to 
fubferibe  t,o  them.  He  was,  there  * 
fore,  fpeedily  difraiffed, 
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The  Directory  now  pointed  out 
Salicetti  and  Garrau,  their  com- 
miflioners  with  the  array  of  Italy, 
.as  the  medium  through  which  the 
negotiation  might  be  continued. 
The  Pope  accordingly  nominated 
Monfignor  Galeppi,  as  his  pleni¬ 
potentiary,  to  proceed  to  Florence, 
for  the  purpofe  of  treating  with 
the  two  coramifli oners.  The  fame 
articles,  fixty-four  in  number, 
which  had  been  delivered  to  Count 
Petracci,  were  prefen  ted  to  M. 
Galeppi,  who  was  peremptorily 
informed,  that  the  whole  of  them 
mull  either  be  acceded  to,  or  ab- 
fclutely  refufed  ;  and  that,  if  he 
thought  it  necelfary  to  communi¬ 
cate  them  to  the  Pope,  a  delay  of 
oniy  fix  days  would  be  granted. 
If  that  time  were  differed  to  elapfe, 
without  their  being  affented  to, 
the  circumftance  would  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  refufal  on  the  part  of 
his  Holinefs.  This  was,  indeed, 
the  Gaul  throwing  his  fword  into 
the  fcale,  and  exclaiming,  woe  to 
the  vanquifhed. 

The  Directory  demanded  the 
renunciation  of  Avignon  and  the 
Comtat  Venaiffin  ;  the  cefiion  of 
the  legations  of  Bologna  and  Fer¬ 
rara,  and  the  duchies  of  Callro, 
Rcnciglione,  Benevento,  and  Pon- 
.te  Corvo;  the  privilege  of  fend¬ 
ing  troops  through  the  papal  terri¬ 
tories,  and  of  garrifoning  Ancona 
and  CivitaVecchia,  not  only  in 
the  prefent  but  in  all  future  wars ; 
the  payment  of  300,000  liyres 
monthly,  till  the  conclufion  of  a 
peace  with  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  Naples,  and  likewife  the 
payment  of  5,00,000  livres,  as  an 
atonement  for  the  murder  of  Baffe- 
ville  ;  a  provifion  for  all  French 
priefts,  friars,  and  nuns,  who 
c’nofe  to  relide  in  his  States  ;  a 


promife  never  to  profecute  or  rm- 
prifon  any  perfon  for  religious 
tenets  ;  and  the  fetting  at  liberty, 
and  re  do  ring  to  their  properties, 
all  perfons  punifhed,  fmee  1788, 
for  political  opinions,  particular¬ 
ly  fuch  of  his  own  fubjefts  as  had 
fuffered  for  that  caufe.  Exorbi¬ 
tant  rights  and  immunities  were 
likewife  claimed  for  French  mer¬ 
chants,  and  perfons  invefied  with 
a  diplomatic  or  confular  character* 
The  claufe  which  called  upon  the 
Pope  to  cede  the  duchies  of  Caftro, 
Ronciglione,  Benevento,  and  Pon¬ 
te  Corvo,  plainly  {hews  that,  even 
in  a  treaty  of  peace,  the  Dire&ory 
were  anxious  to  lay  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  future  war,  and  to  procure 
the  means  of  future  fubverfion  and 
plunder.  Thefe  fmall  and  inhi¬ 
bited  difiridts,  the  two  former 
fituated  on  the  frontier  of  Tuf- 
cany,  and  the  two  latter  within 
the  Neapolitan  dominions,  could 
only  have  been  coveted  from  there 
being  a  poffibility  of  converting 
them  into  a  kind  of  places  of  arms, 
whence  the  Pope,  the  Grand  Duke 
of  Tufcany,and  the  King  of  Naples, 
might  at  all  times  be  watched  and 
menaced  by  the  republican  forces. 
Had  the  Di redory,  as  was  na¬ 
turally  to  be  expelled,  looked  to 
the  magnitude,  compa&nefs,  and 
intrinfic  value,  of  the  ceiRon 
which  they  infilled  on,  they  would 
not  have  required  thefe  fcattered 
duchies,  but  the  province  of  Ro¬ 
magna,  which  joins  to  the  legations 
of  Bologna  and  Ferrara.  But  they 
well  knew  that  the  pofifefiion  of 
Cafiro  and  Roncglione  would  en¬ 
able  them,  without  the  trouble  of 
croffing  the  Alps,  at  once  to  in¬ 
vade  Tufcany,  and  to  feize  on  the 
Roman  capital,  which  they  w©uld 
in  a  manner  overlook,  at  a  dif- 
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tance  of  fomewhat  lefs  than  thirty 
miles.  Small,  too,  as  were  the 
other  duchies,  they  would,  in  fuch 
hands,  afford  to  France  ample  means 
of  becoming  a  dangerous  neighbour 
to  the  Neapolitan  monarch. 

Yet,  though  thefe articles  would, 
an  reality,  have  left  nothing  but 
the  fhadow  of  fovereignty  to  the 
Pope,  fuch  was  his  love  of  peace, 
that  there  is  every  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  they  would  have  obtained 
his  affent,  had  they  not  been  ac¬ 
companied  by  others,  which  it  was 
impoflible  for  him  to  fandion, 
without  violating  one  of  the  moft 
firmly  eftablifhed  maxims  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  ftriking  a 
deadly  blow  at  the  very  root  of 
his  fpiritual  authority.  The  firft 
and  moft  prominent  of  thefe  feems 
to  have  been  ftudioufiy  drawn  up 
in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  obnoxi¬ 
ous  language.  (<  His  Holinefs,” 
it  is  faid,  u  acknowledges,  in  the 
moft  pointed  terms,  that  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy  have  abufed  his  confi¬ 
dence,  and  impofed  on  his  religion, 
as  a  plea  for  iffuing,  publifhing, 
and  diffeminating,  in  his  name, 
different  edids,  of  which  the  prin¬ 
ciple  and  the  effed  are  equally 
contrary  to  his  true  intentions, 
and  to  the  refpediv'e  laws  of  na¬ 
tions.  His  Holinefs,  therefore, 
difapproves,  revokes,  and  annuls, 
all  fuch  bulls,  briefs,  apoftolical 
mandates,  circular  or  other  letters, 
monitors,  inftrudions  from  the 
paftoral  ftaff,  and  in  general  all 
other  writings  iff\ied  from  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Holy  Chair,  and 
from  every  other  authority,  as  re¬ 
late  to  the  affairs  of  France,  from 
the  year  1789,  to  this  day.”  In 


addition  to  this,  there  were  feveral 
articles  of  an  alraoft  equally  offen- 
five  and  inadmiffible  charader. 

In  an  affembiy  of  Cardinals, 
which  was  convened  by  the  Pope, 
it  was  unanimoufly  determined 
that,  imminent  as  was  the  danger 
which  menaced  the  ecclefiaftical 
ftates,  thofe  articles  which  con¬ 
cerned  relip  ion  muft,  at  all  hazards, 
be  rejeded.  A  fruitlefs  attempt 
was  again  made  by  the  Pope,  to 
obtain  better  terms,  through  the 
mediation  of  the  Chevalier  Az- 
zara,  the  Spanifh  AmbaiTador  at 
Rome.  But  the  commiffioners  re- 
fufedeven  to  allow  of  the  ambaffa- 
dor’s  intervention.  The  negoti¬ 
ation  was,  therefore,  broken  off; 
and  the  Pontiff,  forely  lamenting 
that  his  pacific  efforts  had  been 
baffled,  reludantly  prepared  to 
abide  by  the  deciffon  of  thefword. 
He  took  meafures  for  increaffng 
his  army  to  as  great  an  extent  as 
poffible  ;  intreated  afliftance  from 
the  Emperor  ;  called  on  his  fub- 
jeds  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of 
their  country  ;  and  did  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  ftimulate  into 
vigorous  adion  their  enthufiafm 
and  loyalty.  His  exhortations 
were  not  addreffsd  to  deaf  ears 
nor  cold  hearts.  A  patriotic 
fpirit  was  very  generally  difplay. 
ed  by  the  Romans.  The  Princes 
Colonna,  Borghefe,  Guiftmiani, 
and  others  engaged  to  raife  regi¬ 
ments  ;  while  individuals  of  hum¬ 
bler  rank  haftened  to  form,  or  to 
enrol  themfelves  in,  volunteer 
corps.  Offers  of  money  and  va¬ 
luable  effeds  were  likewife  libe¬ 
rally  made  by  bankers  and  opulent 
perfons. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Great  exertions  made  by  the  Emperor  to  fuccour  Mantua.  His  army  is 
raifed  to Jifty  thoufand  men ,  the  command  of  which  is  given  'to  General 
Alvinzi,  who  has  under  him  General  Davidovich .  Situation  of  the 
republicans.  Plan  of  attack  formed  by  the  Aufrians.  General  Davi¬ 
dovich  drives  the  French  General  Vaubois  from  Trent  to  Rove  redo.  Ad¬ 
vance  of  Alvinzi.  Buonaparte  colic 3s  his  forces  and  attacks  Alvinzi. 
Sanguinary ,  hut  hide c five  battle.  Davidovich  carries  the  defile  of  Calia- 
7io,  and  forces  Vaubois  to  retire  to  Rivoli.  Buonaparte  concentrates  his 
army  and  withdraws  behind  the  Adige.  He  threatens  to  burn  Vicenza , 
becaufe  the  children  of  the  towns-people  haa 1  infinite  d  him.  Alvinzi  fol¬ 
lows  him  clofely  on  his  retreat.  He  attacks  the  Aufrians,  but ,  after  a 
hard  contcfi,  is  repul  fed.  He  forms  a  plan-  for  turning  the  left  of  the 
Aufrians,  and  carrying  off  their  artillery  and  baggage .  He  is  dij ap¬ 

pointed,  by  Alvinzi  having  fiationed  troops  in  the  village  of  Ar cole. 
Strength  of  the  village.  Buonaparte  determines  to  carry  Arcole  by  an 
affaidt  on  its  front.  He  is  repufed,  with  terrible  flaughter,  after  re¬ 
peated  attacks.  The  cantefi  unfuccefsfully  renewed  on  the  fecond  day. 
The  Aufrians  attack  the  French  on  the  third  day,  but  are  defeated  after 
a  hard  fought  battle.  Succejfes  of  General  Davidovich.  Buonaparte 
marches  againf  him,  and  compels  him  to  retire.  Errors  of  the  Aufrian 
generals.  Sallies  made  from  Mantua  by  Marfhal  Wurmfer.  Inadion 
of  the  hoflile  armies  during  Noveniber  and  December.  New  contributions 
required  from  the  Italian  States.  Dififention  between  Buonaparte  and 
his  generals.  Buonaparte  receives  reinforcements.  Exertions  mades  by 
the  Imperial  government  to  recruit  the  a+my  in  Italy.  Movements  of 
Alvinzi.  Seizure  of  the  Citadel  of  Bergamo  by  Buonaparte.  Alvinzi 
prepares  to  attack  the  Republicans.  March  of  General  Provera  on  the 
Fewer  Adige.  Alvinzi  drives  the  French  from  la  Corona.  Battle  of 
Rivoli .  The  Aufrians  are  defeated,  after  having  nearly  obtained  the 
vidory.  Buonaparte  hurries  to  Mantua  to  (lop  the  pro grefs  of  Provera. 
ff  Gilbert  defeats  the  Aufrians  on  the  Upper  Adige.  Battle  under  the  walls 
of  Mantua.  Provera  compelled  to  lay  down  his  arms.  The  Aufrians 
are  compelled  to  fall  back  in  all  quarters.  Surrender  of  Mantua.  Honourable 
terms  of  capitulation  granted  to  Marfhal  Wurmfer.  Clofe  of  the  campaign  in 
Italy.  R efiedi ons . 

IT  was  not,  however,  his  own 
exertions,  but  thofe  of  a  much 
more  formidable  power,  which 
faved  the  Pope  for  a  while  from 
the  republican  refen t men t  and  ven¬ 
geance.  Convinced  that  the  fur- 
render  of  Mantua  would  fhut  the 
gates  of  Italy  againfl  him,  the 


Emperor  {trained  every  nerve  to 
put  his  army  in  a  fituation  at 
lead  to  relieve  that  fortrefs,  i£ 
not  to  obtain  advantages  of  (till 
greater  confequence.  The  regi¬ 
ments  which  had  fuffered  in  the 
late  battles  were  completed,  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  additional 

troops 
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troops  were  fent  into  the  Tyrol 
and  the  province  of'  Friuli.  By 
this  means  his  army  was  again 
raifed  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
fifty  thoufand  men.  In  Mantua 
were  more  than  twenty  thoufand, 
under  the  orders  of  Wur  infer. 
The  force  deltined  to  fuccour 
Mantua  was  divided  into  two 
parts;  one  of  which,  confining  of„ 
about  twenty  thoufand  men,  was 
confided  to  lieutenant-general  Da¬ 
vidovich,  while  the  other  w  as  led 
by  lieutenant-general  Alvinzi,  as 
.commander- in  -chief. 

To  cope  with  this  force,  the 
republicans  had  fixty  thoufand 
men ;  twenty-five  thoufand  of 
whom  blockaded  Mantua,  while 
Mafiena,  with  fifteen  thoufand* 
guarded  the  banks  of  the  Brenta, 
and  Vaubois,  with  ten  thoufand, 
was  polled  behind  the  Lavifio,  to 
watch  the  movements  of  the  Auf- 
trians  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Trent. 
The  remainder  were  employed  to 
garrifon  Bologna,  Ferrara,  Leg¬ 
horn,  and  Milan.  A  native  corps, 
under  the  title  of  the  Lombard  Le¬ 
gion,  was  now  railing,  in  aid  of 
the  French,  by  the  revolutionary 
adminiftration  of  Lombardy.  The 
diltricts  beyond  the  Po  were’alfo 
preparing  to  furnilh  their  military 
contingent. 

According  to  the  plan  which 
was  arranged  with  general  Alvin¬ 
zi,  the  army  under  his  command 
was  to  march  through  the  Tre¬ 
vigiano,  upon  Baffano,  force  the 
palfage  of  the  Brenta,  and  advance 
to  the  Adige,  whilfl  the  army 
under  general  Davidovich,  de¬ 
scending  the  valle5r  of  the  Adige, 
and  carrying  fiscceifi  vely  the 
French  poll t ions  at  Trent,  Cali- 
ano,  Roveredo,  Corona,  and  Ri* 
voii,  fnculd  proceed  towards  the 
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point  of  junction  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Verona j  Here  we  fee  a 
repetition  of  that  erroneous  mea- 
fure,  which  had  already  been  fo 
fatal,  of  purfuing  operations  with 
divided  iirength  upon  difian-t 
points,  and  thus  putting  it  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy  to  crulh  his 
antagonists  feparately,  by  rapid 
movements  from  his  central  fta- 
tion.  Inflead.  too,  of  chufing,  as' 
commander- in-chief,  a  general  vh 
gorous  both  in  body  and  mind, 
the  Auftrian  government  felefted 

u 

a  man  who,  whatever  might  be 
his  talents,  was  feventy  years  of 
age,  and  confequendy  could  not 
be  expected  to  aft  with  that 
prompt  and  daring  fpirit,  which, 
circutaaftances  imperioully  required. 

At  the  commencement  of  No¬ 
vember,  the  Aultrian  army  took 

the  field.  General  Davidovich 
% 

led  the  way.  On  the  fecond  and 
third,  he  routed  the  republicans, 
made  a  thoufand  prifoners,  re¬ 
covered  Trent,  and  compelled 
general  Vaubois  to  fall  back  to- 
wards  Roveredo.  Alvinzi,  on 
the  other  hand,  advanced  to  the 
Brenta.  on  t-hejfourth,  and,  driving 
before  him  the  detached  corps  of 
the  enemy,  fecured  the  palfages  of 
that  river.  With  twelve  thoofand 
men  fee  himfelf  occupied  Balia  no, 
and  he  fent,  under  lieutenant- 
general  Pro  v  era,  an  equal  number 
to  Fontenina  ;  the  remainder  of 
his  army  being  employed  on  his 
Hanks,  to  cover  his  left,  and  to 
communicate  with  the  array  in  the 
Tyrol. 

Buonaparte  did  not  long  fuifer 
the  Aultrians  to  proceed  nnoppof- 
•ed.  With  his  mfual  celerity,  he 
called  together,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  oi  Vicenza,  the  divifioos 
which  were  featured  in  the  polls 
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of  Legnano,  Ferrara,  Montebello, 
and  Verona.  Quirting  Vicenza 
in  the  nighty  he  began,  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  fixth,  a  fu¬ 
rious  attack  upon  the  corps  under 
Ptovera,  and,  fhortly  after,  he 
Jikewife  fell  upon  general  Alvin- 
zi’s  divihon  at  Baffano.  The  bat¬ 
tle  raged  through  the  whole  of 
the  day,  and  along  the  whole  of 
the  line.  In  fpite,  however,  of 
the  impetuofity  of  the  French, 
they  were  unable  to  gain  any 
ground.  They  merely  fucceeded 
in  breaking  down  the  bridge 
which  Provera  had  thrown  over  the 
Rozza,  a  branch  of  the  Brenta. 
The  night  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
teft  ;  leaving  each  party  in  the 
fame  polition  which  it  held  in  the 
morning.  In  this  indecifive  but 
fanguinary  battle,  four  thoufand 
republicans,  and  as  many  Auftri- 
ans,  were  {lain  or  wounded. 

While  general  Alvinzi  was  thus 

O 

engaged  on  the  Brenta,  general 
Davidovich  was  pufhing  forward 
on  the  Adige.  Vaubois,  after  his 
expulfton  from  Trent,  polled  him- 
felf  in  the  defile  of  Caliano,  which 
be  carefully  entrenched  ;  hoping 
that  the  ftrength  of  the  pofition 
would  put  it  in  his  power  to  flop 
the  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  till  he 
could  obtain  aid  from  his  com¬ 
mander- in-chief.  He  was  fuc- 
cefsful  in  baffling  the  repeated 
efforts  which  the  Auitrians  made 
on  the  fixth  ;  but  when,  on  the 
following  day,  they  returned  to 
the  charge,  his  good  fortune  de- 
ferted  him.  His  troops  were  com¬ 
pletely  defeated,  and  driven  from 


the  pa-fs,  with  the  lofs  of  two 
thoufand  killed,  a  thoufand  prifon- 
ers,  and  five  pieces  of  cannon. 
'The  beaten  general  retired  to 
the  heights  of  Riyoli  and  La  Co¬ 
rona* 


Informed  of  the  advantages 
which  Davidovich  had  gained, 
Buonaparte  haftened  to  cencentrate 
his  forces.  He  accordingly  broke 
up  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Vi¬ 
cenza,  and,  without  even  attempt¬ 
ing  to  defend  the  flrong  pofition 
of  Montebello,  retired  acrofs  the 
Adige,  at  Verona.  The  necefflty 
of  making  this  retrograde  move¬ 
ment  feeins  to  have  foured  his 
temper,  and  a  circumflance  which 
occurred  during  his  retreat  irri¬ 
tated  him  flill  more,  and  occafion- 
ed  him  to  burft  into  one  of  his 
charafteriftic  and  violent  fits  of 
pafflon.  On  his  quitting  Vicen¬ 
za,  to  attack  Alvinzi,  he  had 
vauntingly  declared,  to  a  deputa¬ 
tion  of  the  nobility,  that  he  was 
going  to  lead  his  viftorious  army 
to  Triefle.  The  vaunt  was  foon 
generally  known,  and  when,  on 
his  retreat,  he  palled  through  the 
city,  fomeof  the  children  fportive- 
ly  exclaimed,  welcome  back  from 
Triefle,  Senior  Buonaparte.  This 
Tally  of  childifh  indiferetion  he  bad 
the  weaknefs  of  mind  to  confider 
as  a  public  infult  ;  and,  having 
ordered  deputies  to  be  fent  to  him 
from  the  towns -people,  he  threat¬ 
ened  to  burn  the  place,  if  they 
did  not  filence  the  juvenile  fcoffers. 
One  of  the  deputies,  however,  had 
the  fpirit  to  reply,  that,  if  he 
dared  attempt  to  carry  into  exe¬ 
cution  an  aft  of  fuch  flagrant  bar¬ 
barity  and  injuftice,  the  alarm-bell 
fhould  be  rung  from  all  the  church¬ 
es,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  fifty 
thoufand  peafants,  who  detefted 
him,  would  affemble  to  exterminate 
his  army. 

Relying,  perhaps,  on  the  great 
ftrength  of  the  pofitions  which 
Vaubois  now  held  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Trentine,  Buonaparte  de¬ 
termined  to  rid  himfelf,  if  pofflble, 

pf 
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of  Alvinzi,  before  he  turned  his 
arms  againfl  Davidovich.  In  his 
retreat  he  had  been  clofely  follow¬ 
ed  by  Alvinzi,  who  arrived,  on  the 
eleventh,  at  Villa  Nova,  between 
Verona  and  Montebello.  The 
next  morning  the  republican  ge¬ 
neral,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
preceding  evening,  had  advanced 
from  Verona,  and  taken  poll  in 
the  mountains,  commenced  an  uni- 
verfal  and  defperare  attack  upon 
the  Auftrian  line.  The 
I  ’  battle  lafted  throughout  the 
lztA'  day,  and  the  aflailants 
gained  at  firft  fome  unimportant 
advantages ;  but  they  were  finally 
worfled  by  a  fkilful  manoeuvre  of 
the  Imperiaiill  general.  While  the 
French  were  bending  all  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  drive  back  his  front,  he 
difpatched  two  columns,  to  fall 
upon  their  flanks.  As  foon  as  thefe 
columns  reached  the  defiined  fpot, 
the  republicans  precipitately  re¬ 
tired.  In  this  action  the  French 
general  Launay  was  killed,  another 
general  was  taken  prifoner,  and 
two  were  wounded.  The  lofs  in 
men  was  fevere  on  both  fides. 

-«  Undifcouraged  by  this  repulfe, 
and  ever  active,  Buonaparte,  while 
bis  army  was  repofing  lor  a  day, 
formed  the  defign  of  taking  a 
heavy  revenge  upon  the  Imperial- 
ift  army.  His  intention  was  to 
crofs  the  Adige  unawares,  turn  the 
Auftrian  left,  feize  their  baggage 
and  train  of  artillery,  which  were 
at  Villa  Nova,  and  attack  them 
"at  once  in  flank  and  rear.  At 
all  events,  he  1  toped  that  this 
meafure  would  induce  general  Al¬ 
vinzi  to  direct  the  greateft  part 
of  his  force  towards  the  Lower 
Adige,  and  thus  prevent  him  from 
aCting  in  concert  with  general  Da¬ 
vidovich, 
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In  purfuance  of  this  project  he 
marched,  during  the  night  of  the 
fourteenth,  with  the  columns  of 
Augereau  and  MjilTena,  along  the 
Adige,  and  conftruCted  a  bridge 
of  boats  at  Ronco.  The  Auftri- 
ans  had,  however,  taken  precau¬ 
tions,  by  which  he  was  fruftrated 
in  his  principal  object.  Alvinzi 
had  fortunately  obtained  fome  in¬ 
formation  of  the  republican  move¬ 
ments,  and,  for  the  purpofe  ©f 
covering  his  left,  had  fent  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  Croats,  and  a  body  of 
Hungarians,  to  poft  themfelves  in 
Arcole ;  which,  from  its  fixa¬ 
tion  in  the  midft  of  marfhes  and 
canals,  is  exceedingly  ftrong  and 
difficult  of  approach.  In  its  front 
is  the  fmall  river  Aldego  or  Al- 
pon,  over  which  is  abridge.  The 
paflage  of  this  bridge  the  Impe- 
rialifls  had  rendered  almoft  im¬ 
practicable,  by  railing  batteries, 
and  by  piercing  all  the  adjacent 
houfes  with  loop-holes,,  whence  the 
foldiers  might  fire  in  fecurity,  and 
with  a  deadly  aim. 

In  fpite  of  all  thefe  obflacles, 
Buonaparte  ordered  the  village  to 
be  carried  by  aflault.  The  troops 
advanced  to  the  bridge  with  the 
utmofi:  courage,  but  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  fuch  a  ftorm  of  muiket 
and  cannon  (hot,  that  they  were 
fpeedily  driven  back.  It  was  :n 
vain  that  they  repeatedly  return¬ 
ed  to  the  charge,  and  that  each 
time  the  generals  marched  fore- 
moll,  to  Simulate  their  efforts. 
After  feveral  of  the  generals  had 
been  killed  or  wounded,  Auge¬ 
reau  feized  a  ftandard,  and  ruffled 
on  the  bridge,  where  he  remained 
feveral  minutes.  His  example 
produced  no  effect.  He  continu¬ 
ed  alone.  Buonaparte  next  put 
jiimfelf  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 

and. 
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and,  reminding  them  of  the  bridge 
of  Lodi,  called  on  them  to  fol¬ 
low  him.  Animated  by  his  pre¬ 
fence,  they  again  moved  forward 
to  within  thirty  paces  of  the 
bridge,  when  they  were  once  more 
broken  and  difperfed  by  the  Auf- 
trian  fire.  In  their  hurry  the 
fugitives  overturned  Buonaparte 
into  a  marfhy  ditch,  whence  he 
was  not  extricated  without  much 
difficulty.  A  Negro  foldier  is 
faid  to  have  been  his  prefer ver. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  day 
was  confumed  in  thefe  ufelefs  and 
murderous  attacks,  before  the  pride 
of  Buonaparte  would  allow  him  to 
defift  from  his  plan  of  penetrating 
into  Arcole  by  the  front  of  the 
village.  At  length  he  difpatched 
a  column,  under  general  Guieux, 
to  crofs  the  Adige  at  Albaredo, 
and  fall  upon  the  village  in  flank. 
This  movement  was  fuccefsful. 
The  republicans  obtained  poffef- 
fion  of  the  place,  which,  however, 
for  fome  unknown  reafon,  they 
thought  proper  to  abandon  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night.  Before  day¬ 
break  the  Auflrians  again  occupied 
it,  with  a  more  eonflderable  force. 

With  the  return  of  light  the 
combat  recommenced,  and  it  con¬ 
tinued,  without  intermiffion,  from 
•one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other, 
till  it  was  terminated  by  the 
darknefs.  On  the  republican  left, 
Maffena  gained  fome  trifling  ad¬ 
vantage.  Augereau  was  not  fo 
fortunate  on  the  right.  In  re¬ 
peated  a  flan  Its  upon  Arcole  he  was 
tonftantly  repulfed,  with  terrible 
{laughter,  Buonaparte  was  like- 
wife  baffled  in  an  attempt  to  crofs 
the  marfhes  and  canals,  and  turn 
the  extremity  of  the  Auftrian 
left.  / 

Irritated  by  his  Ioffes,  and 
dill  obffinately  determined  upon 


carrying  this  point,  the  republican 
general  fpent  the  night  in  throw¬ 
ing  bridges  acrofs  the  canals  and 
marfhes,  and  fending  over  the  di- 
viflon  of  Augereau.  The  Auftri- 
ans,  however,  did  not  wait  to  re¬ 
ceive  battle.  At  ten  in 
the  morning  they  fell  upon 
the  French  army  with 
great  impetuofity.  The  fi  rffc  ef¬ 
fort  was  directed  againff  the  cen¬ 
ter,  which,  at  length,  they  drove 
back.  They  next  affaiied  the 
republican  right,  commanded  by 
Augereau,  which  they  alfo  com¬ 
pelled  to  give  way,  and  retire  in 
confuflon  as  far  as  the  bridge  of 
Ronco.  At  this  important  mo¬ 
ment,  when  victory  feemed  to  be. 
declaring  in  their  favour,  their 
progrefs  was  arrefted  by  a  charge 
which  a  part  of  the  French  left 
wing,  placed  in  ambufli  in  a  wood, 
made  upon  the  flank  of  their  ad¬ 
vancing  center.  By  this  unex¬ 
pected  charge  their  center  was 
thrown  into  confuflon  ;  and  the 
remainder  of  the  republicans,  hav¬ 
ing  now  rallied,  became  in  their 
turn,  the  aflailants.  The  Auflri¬ 
ans,  neverthelefs,  retired  flowly, 
till  they  were  attacked  in  the  rear 
by  a  column,  which  Buonaparte 
had  ordered  to  march  from  Porto 
Legnano.  This  column  completed 
their  defeat.  They  were  finally 
driven  from  the  long-contefled 
poft  of  Arcole  ;  but  the  approach 
of  night,  and  the  fevere  lofs  which 
the  victors  had  fuftained,  pre¬ 
vented  the  purfuit  from  being  con¬ 
tinued  further  than  San  Bonifacio, 
a  Ihort  difiance  from  the  field  of 
action. 

In  thefe  obflinate  battles  the 
lofs  on  both  fides  was  enormous. 
The  republican  general  efiimated 
that  of  his  antagoniffs  at  eight 
thoufand  killed  or  wounded  and 
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between  four  and  five  thoufand 
prifoners ;  while  general  Berthier 
rated  their  killed  and  wounded  at 
only  three  thoufand.  It  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  very  great.  His  own 
lofs,  Buonaparte  prudently  for¬ 
bore  to  eftimate.  It  was  certain¬ 
ly  not  lefs  than  that  of  the  Aus¬ 
trians.  This  will  eafily  be  be¬ 
lieved,  when  it  is  known  that 
thofe  who  had  the  means  of  pro¬ 
curing  authentic  information  have 
declared,  that  four  thoufand  men 
were  facrificed  in  the  multiplied 
and  fanguinary  affaults  which  were 
made  upon  the  village  of  Arcole 
alone.  Buonaparte  himfelf  con- 
feffed  that  twelve  or  fifteen  of 
his  generals  and  ftaff  officers  were 
killed  ;  that  there  was  not  one 
who  had  not  his  clothes  perforated 
with  bullets ;  and  that  he  had, 
indeed,  fcarcely  any  generals  left. 

From  the  purfuit  of  Alvinzi, 
who,  though  defeated,  was  ftili 
formidable,  the  attention  of  Buo¬ 
naparte  was  fuddenly  called  off 
to  another  quarter.  After  an 
unaccountable  paufe  of  ten  days, 
general  Davidovich  feems  to  have 
remembered  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  bear  a  part  in  the  attempts  to 
throw  fuccour  into  Mantua.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  on  the  feventeenth, 
while  the  other  divifion  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  army  was  making  its  laft 
firuggles  at  Arcole,  he  put  his 
forces  in  motion.  Early  in  the 
morning  he  attacked  Vaubois,  who 
was  entrenched  on  the  heights  of 
Rivoli.  For  feven  hours  the 
French  made  a  ftrenuous  refiftance, 
but  they  were,  at  laft,  entirely 
defeated,  and  purfued  as  far  as 
Campara,  leaving  twelve  pieces 
ot  cannon,  two  generals,  and 
eleven  hundred  men  prifoners,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Aultrians.  In 
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the  night,  the  republicans  received 
reinforcements.  Thefe,  however, 
were  not  fufficient  to  enable  them 
to  keep  their  ground.  Davido¬ 
vich,  on  the  following  day,  again 
attacked  them,  and  was  again  vic¬ 
torious.  He  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  the  heights  of  Campara,  and 
compelled  the  routed  enemy  to  re¬ 
tire  beyond  Pefchiera.  At  the 
clofe  of  the  conteft  he  encamped 
between  the  Adige  and  the  lake 
of  Garda,  and  within  little  more 
than  twenty  miles  of  the  fort  refs 
of  Mantua. 

Fully  aware  of  the  danger  which 
would  arife  from  fuffering  general 
Davidovich  to  pufli  any  further, 
Buonaparte  left  only  a  fmall  corps 
to  watch'  Alvinzi,  and  hurried 
with  a  confiderable  part  of  his 
army  to  Cartel  Novo  ;  difpatching, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  divifion  of 
Augereau  towards  Dolce,  to  in¬ 
tercept  the  Auftrians  in  their  re¬ 
treat.  On  the  twenty-firft  he  at¬ 
tacked  the  Imperialifts  on  the 
heights  of  Campara.  Too  in¬ 
ferior  in  ftrength  to  think  of 
hazarding  a  decifive  battle,  Davi¬ 
dovich,  after  a  flight  engagement, 
retired  to  Rivoli,  and  from  thence 
to  Dolce,  Peri,  and  Alla.  For¬ 
tunately  the  divifion  which  had 
been  lent  to  cut  off  the  retreat  or 
the  Auftrian  general,  and  which 
confifted  of  four  thoufand  men, 
was  baffied  by  the  firmnefs  and 
{kill  of  colonel  Lufignan,  who, 
with  no  more  than  eight  hundred 
troops,  kept  it  in  check,  till  his 
commander-in-chief  had  fafely  ar¬ 
rived  at  Alla,  with  the  whole  of 
the  baggage  and  artillery. 

While  Buonaparte  was  repelling 
Davidovich,  general  Alvinzi  ap¬ 
peared  difpofed  to  make  a  move¬ 
ment  againff  Verona,  which  place 
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Iiad  only  a  feeble  garrifon,  and 
was  full  of  the  foldiers  wounded  in 
the  late  engagements.  This  move¬ 
ment  would  have  placed  Alvinzi 
on  the  right  flank  of  the  troops 
with  which  Buonaparte  was  preff- 
ing  the  divifion  of  Davidovich. 
The  menace  of  it  was  fufficient  to 
compel  the  republicans  to  fall 
back  towards  Rivoli,  from  the 
pofition  of  Peri.  Alvinzi,  how¬ 
ever,  to  the  great  diffatisfa&ion 
of  his  army,  countermanded  the 
orders  which  he  had  given,  and 
retired  to  Vicenza.  It  is  cer¬ 
tainly  difficult  account  to  for  this 
conduft,  as,  though  he  had 
loft  the  recent  battle,  he  had 
really  loft  nothing  but  the  field 
of  battle,  and  was  ftill  com¬ 
paratively  as  ftrong  as  he  was 
before. 

Such  was  the  refult  of  the  third 
effort  to  raife  the  blockade  of 
Mantua.  This  refult  was  the  na¬ 
tural  confequence  of  a  defective 
plan,  which  plan  was  rendered  far 
worfe  by  the  want  of  union  in  the 
generals  who  were  to  carry  it  into 
effeCt.  It  is  evident  that  widely 
feparated  attacks,  upon  the  pofi¬ 
tion  of  a  general  fo  rapid  as  Buo¬ 
naparte,  could  have  no  chance 
whatever  of  fuccefs,  unlefs  they 
were  executed  almoft  at  the  fame 
inftant,  in  order  to  tie  him  down 
on  all  fldes,  and  thus  prevent  him 
from  recurring  to  his  favourite 
meafureof  concentrating  his  forces, 
and  crushing  with  fuperior  weight 
his  infulated  antagonifts.  Had 
general  Davidovich  preffed  vigor, 
oufly  forward,  at  the  moment 
when  Buonaparte  firft  led  his  army 
againft  Arcole,  he  would,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  either  have  compelled 
the  French  commander  to  with¬ 
draw  a  large  part  of  his  troops 
from  that  quarter,  in  which  cafe 


general  Alvinzi  might  have  ad¬ 
vanced  ;  or  he  would  have  over¬ 
whelmed  the  weak  divifion  of 
Vaubois,  which  was  not  then  re¬ 
inforced,  and  would  confequently 
have  fucceeded  in  the  grand  ob¬ 
ject  of  opening  a  communication 
with  Mantua.  We  have  feen  that, 
even  when  he  made  his  tardy  mo¬ 
tion,  on  the  feventeenth,  he  was 
able  to  bear  down  the  reinforced 
Vaubois,  and  move  onward  as  far 
as  Pefchiera.  Alvinzi,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  equally  blameable, 
in  refufing  to  join  Davidovich,  by 
a  forced  march  in  the  night,  when 
the  latter  had  reached  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Rivoli,  and  no  feri- 
ous  obftacle  exifted  to  hinder  thft 
two  armies  from  accomplifhing 
their  junction.  It  has  already 
been  remarked  in  what  manner  he 
abandoned  his  meditated  enter- 
prife  upon  the  city  of  Verona. 

Though  the  Auftrians  could  not 
accomplifli  the  fuccour  of  Man¬ 
tua,  their  exertions  were  not 
wholly  unproductive  of  benefits 
While  tfie  bulk  of  the  republican 
army  was  occupied  in  repelling 
them,  marlhal  Wurmfer  made,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twenty -third, 
twofallies,  with  the  major  part  of 
his  force,  on  San  Antonio  and  La 
Favorita,  and  was  fortunate  enough 
to  introduce  into  the  fortrefs  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  provifions. 
We  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to 
wonder  that,  with  more  than 
twenty  thoufand  men,  twice  the 
number  requilite  to  fuftain  a  fiege, 
he  did  not  attempt  to  ftrike  a  de* 
cifive  blow  againft  fame  quarter 
of  the  enemy’s  lines,  fince,  as 
we  have  before  dated,  from  the 
local  fituation  of  the  place,  thofe 

lines  were  of  immenfe  ex¬ 
tent,  and  the  communications 

were  in  confequence  more  than 

ufuuliy 
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ufually  difficult.  The  lines,  too, 
were  not  yet  fo  ftrongly  for¬ 
tified  as  at  a  fubfequent  period, 
and  were  guarded  by  lefs  than 
thirty  thoufand  men.  The  gain 
of  a  battle  would  have  produced 
at  leaft  a  temporary  railing  of  the 
fiege ;  the  lofs  of  a  battle  would 
not  have  endangered  the  fafety  of 
Mantua, 

Thefe  violent  efforts  were,  on 
both  fides,  fucceeded  by  ina&ion. 
At  firft,  caufes  which  have  never 
been  explained,  and  which  it  would 
not  be  eafy  to  conjecture,  and 
afterwards  the  fetting  in  of  the 
rigorous  feafon,  prevented  the  Auf- 
trian  army  from  making  any  hof- 
tile  movement  during  the  remain¬ 
der  of  November,  and  the  whole 
of  December.  It  occupied  a  fe- 
mi-circular  line,  extending  from 
the  upper  end  of  the  lake  of  Garda 
as  far  as  the  Piavego.  The  French 
were  chiefly  polled  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Adige. 

But,  though  not  engaged  in  the 
field,  Buonaparte  was  far  from  in¬ 
active.  His  army  was  in  want  of 
equipments,  cloathing,  and  almoft 
of  fubfiflence.  The  vaft  contri¬ 
butions  which  had  been  raifed  were 
all  exhaufted,  and  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  was  not  in  a  financial 
condition  to  furnifh  the  requifite 
fupplies.  Exhaufted,  therefore, 
as  Lombardy  was,  fey  public  mili¬ 
tary  exactions,  and  the  fhamelefs 
pillage  in  which  the  generals  in¬ 
dulged,  Buonaparte  was  compelled, 
in  the  beginning  of  December,  to 
call  together  at  Milan  an  affembly 
of  the  nobility  and  clergy  of  the 
duchy,  in  order  to  procure  the 
means  of  continuing  the  war.  A 
new  contribution  of  about  two 
hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds 
was  impofed,  and  a  levy  was  or- 


•  dered  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
men.  Similar  demands  were  made 
upon  the  Ferrarefe,  Bolognefe, 
and  other  conquered  countries. 
Thefe  frelh  extortions  excited  loud 
murmurs,  and  the  ftiletto  would 
doubtlefs  have  been  more  fre- 
quently  ufed  than  it  even  was,  had 
not  the  Italians  been  fomewhat 
reftrained  by  the  well-founded 
dread  of  the  republican  torch  and 
bayonet.  In  fome  places  the  dif- 
content  broke  out  into  aCts  of  re- 
fiftance.  Lodi  was  fo  confpicuous 
in  its  oppofition,  that  it  was  de¬ 
clared  in  a  ft  ate  of  fiege. 

While  Buonaparte  was  thus  em- 
barraffed  in  obtaining  the  two 
main  nerves  of  war,  he  is  faid  to 
have  been  involved  in  difputes 
with  his  generals  and  ftaff  officers, 
at  the  head  of  whom  was  Berthier. 
The  caufes  of  their  diflatisfaClion 
were,  his  haughtinefs,  and  his  la- 
vifli  wafte  of  the  blood  of  his  foi- 
diers.  Thefe  diflfentions  were, 
however,  fuppreffed  by  the  fupe- 
rior  authority  of  the  Directory, 
which  was  interpofed  in  good  time 
to  prevent  any  ferious  confequences. 

At  this  period  the  Directory 
difpatched  general  Clarke,  through 
Italy,  to  Vienna,  to  prevail  on  his 
Imperial  Majefty  to  enter  into  a 
feparate  negotiation.  This  ftep 
was  not  productive  of  the  defired 
effeCt ;  the  Emperor  even  refuting 
to  allow  the  negotiator  to  proceed 
to  the  Auftrian  capital. 

The  late  hard-fought  battles 
had  made  fuch  havock  in  the  ranks 
of  Buonaparte’s  army,  that,  not¬ 
withstanding  his  levies  from  the 
conquered  countries,  he  was  under 
the  necefiity  of  preffing  the  Direc¬ 
tory  to  fend  him  immediately  at 
leaft  fifteen  thoufand  men,  to  put 
him  in  a  condition  to  cope  with 
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the  Imperial  forces.  His  wifhes 
were  more  than  complied  with  by 
the  director  Carnot,  who  was  en- 
trufted  with  the  care  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  department.  Thirty  thoti- 
fand  troops  were  ordered  to  march 
without  delay  from  the  army  of 
the  Rhine,  of  which  number  one 
half  was  to  be  replaced  by  drafts 
from  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe.  In  the  courfe  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  a  very  confiderable  part  of 
thefe  troops  arrived  at  their  defti- 
nation,  together  with  a  large  train 
of  battering  artillery  from  Pied¬ 
mont. 

The  Imperial  government, 
meanwhile,  was  indefatigably  ac¬ 
tive  in  making  preparations  for  a 
fourth  effort  to  deliver  Mantua. 
General  Frolich,  with  fix  thoufand 
men,  and  a  battalion  of  volunteers, 
raifed  in  Vienna,  whofe  colours 
were  embroidered  by  the  Emprefs, 
were  fent  to  join  the  army  in  Italy, 
all  the  regiments  of  which  were  once 
more  recruited  to  their  full  compli¬ 
ment.  Sanguine  hopes  were  enter¬ 
tained  that  fortune  would  at  length 
prove  propitious.  Thefe  hopes 
were  not  unauthorized  by  reafon. 
The  Au ft ri an  army  again  amounted 
to  nearly  fifty  thoufand  men,  while 
that  of  the  French  was  fomewhat 
inferior  in  number.  Experience, 
too,  it  might  have  been  expected, 
would  have  taught  the  generals  to 
avoid  thofe  errors  which  had  proved 
fatal  on  former  occasions.  Even 
in  the  refult  of  the  laft  attempt  to 
fuccour  Mantua  there  was  nothin? 

o 

abfolutely  difeouraging.  In  their 
great  objeft  the  Auftrians,  it  is 
true,  had  been  foiled ;  but  their 
army  had  not  been  broken  to 
pieces ;  their  honour  had  not  been 
tarnifhed ;  they  had  not  fuffered 
more  than  the  republicans ;  and 


they  had  recovered  no  inconfide- 
ra'ole  portion  of  territory,  as  well 
on  the  fide  of  the  Trevigiano  and 
Vicentino  as  on  that  of  the  Tyrol,, 
They  could  now  fet  out  from 
points  which  they  did  not  reach 
before  without  many  obftinate 
combats. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  De¬ 
cember,  the  Auftrian  general  began 
to  make  fome  movements,  for  the 
purpofe  of  dividing  the  attention 
of  his  republican  adverfary,  and 
*  inducing  him  to  diffeminate  his 
forces.  From  his  left  wing  he 
detached  a  corps  acrofs  the  Adige  * 
at  Boara,  and  through  the  Pole- 
fine  de  Rovigo,  to  alarm  the 
enemy  for  the  duchies  of  Bologna 
and  Ferrara,  protect  in  fome  mea- 
fure  the  Papal  territories,  and  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  junction  of  his  troops 
with  thofe  of  the  Pope,  which 
were  collefting  at  Faenza.  On 
the  other  extremity  of  his  line  he 
ordered  general  Laudohn,  a  ne¬ 
phew  of  the  celebrated  field-mar- 
fhal,  to  pufh  a  corps  between  the 
lakes  of  Ifeo  and  Garda,  in  order 
to  lead  the  French  to  believe  that 
their  enemies  meant  to  carry  the 
war  between  the  Oglio  and  the 
Adige,  as  prince  Eugene  had  for¬ 
merly  done.  Laudohn  advanced 
as  far  as  Brefcia,  but  only  met 
with  a  few  of  the  republican 
out-pofts. 

Thefe  movements  did  not  in¬ 
duce  Buonaparte  to  make  any  im¬ 
portant  change  in  the  pofition  of 
his  army.  It  was  moft  probably, 
however,  the  march  of  Laudohn 
which  prompted  him,  on  the  twen¬ 
ty-eighth  of  December,  to  feize 
the  citadel  of  Bergamo.  This 
additional  violation  of  the  Vene¬ 
tian  territory  he  defended,  on 
the  pretext  that  the  Venetians 
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had  (hewn  a  marked  kindnefs  to 
Alvinzi’s  army,  that  a  committee 
for  fpreading  ridiculous  news  was 
eftablifhed  at  Bergamo,  and  that 
the  natives  of  the  Bergamafco  af- 
faffinated  his  foldiers,  and'  affifted 
by  every  means  in  their  power  the 
efcape  of  the  Auftrian  prifoners. 
He  likewife,  with  better  reafon, 
{fated  thatthisftep  was  necefiary,to 
fecure  from  the  Auftrian  parties  the 
communication  between  the  Adige 
and  the  Adda.  On  taking  poffef- 
fion  of  the  citadel,  general  Bara- 
guay  d’-Hiiliers,  who  was  charged 
with  this  commiffion,  ififued  a  pro¬ 
clamation,  filled  with  thole  pro- 
mifes  of  good  difcipline,  friend- 
fliip,  and  refpeft  to  perfons  and 
property,  which  the  French  had 
uniformly  made,  and  as  uniformly 
broken.  Among  other  ft  range 
things,  general  d'Hilliers  allured 
the  people  of  the  province,  that 
they  need  not  fear  the  republican 
bayonets;  thofe  bayonets  never 
being  employed  but  to  ftrike  the 
criminal,  and  vanquifti  the  foes 
of  liberty. 

To  lengthen  out  as  much  as 
poflible  his  ftock  of  provifions, 
nurfnal  Wurmfer  made  feveral  Tal¬ 
lies,  in  the  eourfe  of  December. 
The  moft  fuccefsful  of  thefe  were 
on  the  eleventh  and  fourteenth, 
when  he  captured  foine  boars,  laden 
with  provifions  and  ammunition 
for  the  republican  army.  Never- 
thelefs,  in  fpite  of  all  his  exer¬ 
tions,  and  of  the  ftricleft  econo¬ 
my,  fubfiftencG  grew  fo  fcanty 
that  he  found  it  requifite  to  ap¬ 
prize  general  Alvinzi  that  the 
garrifon  could  not  poftibiy  hold 
out  beyond  the  end  of  January. 
Accordingly,  on  the  night  of  the 
twenty-ninth,  under  cover  of  a 
vigorous  Tally,  colonel  Graham, 


who  had  followed  the  marfhal  after 
the  battle  of  Bafiano,  quitted  the 
fortrefs  to  proceed  to  Alvinzi’s 
head-quarters,  which  he  reached 
in  fafety  on  the  fourth  of  January, 
though  not  without  having  en¬ 
countered  infinite  difficulty  and 
danger.  The  Tally,  during  which 
he  made  his  way  through  the  ene¬ 
my,  though  deftruclive  to  the 
republicans,  who  loft  great  num¬ 
bers  in  killed  and  prifoners,  was 
not  of  much  benefit  to  the  befieg- 
ed,  the  environs  of  Mantua  being 
by  this  time  nearly  exhaufted. 

At  this  moment  Buonaparte  was 
at  Bologna  to  which  place  he  had 
marched  with  a  column  of  two 
thoufand  men,  in  the  double  view 
of  intimidating  the  Pope,  and  of 
putting  the  finifhmg  ftroke  to  a 
negotiation,  or  rather  a  fcheme  of 
extortion,  which  he  had  fet  on 
foot,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
from  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany, 
two  millions  of  livres,  as  a  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  expences  incurred  by 
the  republic,  in  defending  againft 
the  Englifh  the  port  of  Leghorn. 
From  Bologna,  and  his  unfmiftied 
negotiation,  he  was,  however, 
imperioufly  called  away,  by  the 
hoftile  movements  of  the  Auftrian 
forces.  / 

The  information  received  from 
colonel  Graham  feems  to  have 
prompted  general  Alvinzi  to  com¬ 
mence  operations  earlier  than  was 
either  neceffary  or  prudent.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  without  waiting  for 
the  approach  of  the  Papal  troops, 
who  were  to  ftrengthen  His  left 
wing,  he  put  his  army  in  motion. 
His  plan  was  to  alarm  the  repub¬ 
licans  on  various  points,  and  to 
hold  them  in  fufpsnfe,  as  long  as 
poffible,  as  to  thofe  which  were 
really  in  danger;  but  to  attack 
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with  the  bulk  of  his  force  on  the 
fide  of  the  lake  of  Garda,  while 
general  Provera,  with  a  convoy  of 
proviflons,  forced  a  paflage  over 
the  Lower  Adige,  and  haftened  to 
reach  Mantua. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  gene¬ 
ral  Provera  fet  out,  from  the  vici- 
j  nity  of  Padua,  on  the  fe- 
~  '  venth  of  January,  with 

3  797*  ten  thoufand  men,  and  di¬ 
rected  his  march  upon  Porto  Leg- 
nano.  On  the  following  day  he 
drove  the  French  from  Cafe  11  a, 
Meclara  and  Salvara,  to  Bevila- 
qua.  There  the  republicans  ob¬ 
tained  fuccours,  which  enabled 
them  to  make  an  attempt  to  re¬ 
cover  the  polls  they  had  loft.  In 
this  attempt  they  failed.  They 
were  even  expelled  from  Revilaqua, 
and  obliged  to  fall  back  towards 
Porto  Legnano.  The  next  day 
Provera  continued  to  advance, 
and  with  the  fame  vigour  and  fuc- 
cefs.  He  chaced  the  enemy  from 
Menerbe,  San  Zeno  and  Plofca, 
to  Porto  Legnano  and  Bona  vigo. 
In  the  various  engagements,  dur¬ 
ing  thefe  two  days,  he  took  feve- 
ral  hundred  prisoners,  and  three 
pieces  of  cannon.  He  was  nw 
arrived  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Adige,  where  we  {hall,  for  the 
prefent,  leave  him,  that  we  may 
erace  the  march  cf  the  other  divi- 
fions  of  the  Auftrian  army. 

On  t],re  twelfth,  general  Alvin- 
^i  attacked,  almoft  at  the  fame 
moment,  the  center  and  the  left 
of  the  republican  pofition.  The 
attack  on  the  center,  at  the  village 
of  San  Michel,  was  only  intend¬ 
ed  to  keep  the  enemy  occupied  in 
this  quarter.  It  lafted  throughout 
the  dav,  with  alternate  fortune, 
but  without  any  decifive  confe- 
quences.  Buonaparte  arrived  at 


Verona  while  the  two  parties  were 
warmly  engaged,.  The  principal 
attack  was  made  by  Alvinzi  in 
perfon,  on.  the  Upper  Adige,  a- 
gainft  the  French  redoubts  on  the 
heights  of  La  Corona.  Some  of 
the  works  the  Auftrians  carried. 
They  failed,  kowever,  in  their  at¬ 
tempts  to  mailer  the  main  redoubts. 
They  fucceeded  better  on  the  en- 
fui  ng  morning,  when,  having  fent 
round  a  column  by  Montagna  and 
Caprino,  to  turn  the  flank  of  the 
republicans,  they  compelled  the 
latter  to  fall  back  on  Rivoli,  with 
a  confiderable  lofs. 

Buonaparte  had  hitherto  re¬ 
mained  in  the  center,  at  Verona* 
doubtful  on  which  point  Alvinzi 
defigned  to  penetrate  with  the 
chief  part  of  the  Auftrian  army. 
His  uncertainty  was  now  at  an 
end,  and  he  wTas  convinced  that 
the  Upper  Adige  was  to  be  the 
grand  feene  of  action.  The  mo¬ 
ment  he  was  fatisfied  on  this  head, 
he  ordered  Maflena  to  march  to 
Rivoli  with  his  divifion,  and  ge¬ 
neral  Rey  to  proceed  rapidly  to 
the  fame  place,  with  another  divi¬ 
fion,  which  was  in  the  vicinity  of 
Dezenzano.  Accompanied  by  the 
whole  of  his  flafr,  he  himfelf  fet 
off  poll  for  Rivoli,  where  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 

Alvinzi,  meanwhile,  was  en¬ 
tirely  ignorant  that  general  Jou- 
bert,  who  commanded  at  Rivoli, 
had  received  any  reinforcements  ; 
and  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he 
flioula  fucceed  in  furrounding  and 
capturing  the  whole  of  that  gene¬ 
ral^  divifion.  The  difpofitiorfs 
which  he  made  to  accompliih  his 
purpofe  were  well  conceived. 
To  turn  the  French,  and,  by  get¬ 
ting  in  their  rear,  ftuit  up  the  road 
from  Rivoli  to  Cailei  Novo  and 

*  Pefc- 


X 


t 


\ 


-  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  '  [161 


Pefchiera,he  fent  over  the  mountains 
a  column  of  four  thoufand  men, 
which  was  intended  to  arrive  on 
the  other  fide  of  Rivoli,  ‘at  the 
critical  moment  when  the  repub¬ 
licans  were  attacked*  in  front  by 
all  the  remainder  of  his  forces. 
Preparatory  to  their  attack  in 
front,  the  Auftrians  had  already 
carried  the  important  poll  of  San 
Marco,  the  polfeflion  of  which  was 
highly  necelfary  to  their  fubfe- 
quent  operations,  as  it  was  the 
foie  point  by  which  they  could 
,  bring  into  effedive  adion  their 
cavalry  and  artillery.  The  pro¬ 
jected  attack  was  to  be  carried 
into  execution  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth. 

At  four  in  the  morning,  how- 
ever,  while  he  was  prepar¬ 
ing  to  begin  the  conteft, 

*  Alvinzi  was  difagreeably 
undeceived,  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  force  with  which  he  was  to 
encounter.  The  falling  on  of  the 
French  upon  his  advanced  polls, 
and  the  recapture  of  San  Marco, 
which  Buonaparte  on  his  reaching 
Rivoli  had  inftantly  taken  mea- 
fures  .to  recover,  convinced  him 
that  his  enemy  had  been  reinforced. 
But  his  difpolitions  for  the  combat 
were  partly  executed,  and,  though 
his  lituation  was  no  longer  as 
advantageous  as  before,  it  was 
too  late  to  form  any  new  arrange¬ 
ments.  At  five  the  battle  com¬ 
menced.  The  French  right  at¬ 
tacked  the  Aullrian  left  near  San 
Marco,  but  while,  without  mak¬ 
ing  any  progrefs,  it  was  hotly 
engaged,  the  Auftrians  fell  with 
fuch  impetuofity  on  the  republican 
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left,  that  they  compelled  it  to 
give  way,  and  retire  from  height 
to  height.  The  Auftrians  next 
affailed  the  center  of  their  ene¬ 
mies,  which,  alfo,  was  obliged  to 
retreat,  though  more  flowly.  By 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Imperialifts  on 
the  left,  the  republican  center  was 
in  great  peril,  its  flank  being  un¬ 
covered,  and  nearly  turned.  At 
the  fame  time,  the  right,  alarmed 
by  the  retrograde  movements  of  the 
left  of  the  line,  began  to  yield 
ground.  All  would  have  been 
loft,  had  not  Maflena  opportunely 
arrived  on  the  field,  with  his  di. 
vifion  from  Verona.  This  divi- 
fion  Buonaparte  immediately  or¬ 
dered  to  the  fuccour  of  his  left 
wing,  to  which  he  himfelf  flatten¬ 
ed,  leaving  the  center  under  the 
•are  of  Berthier.  Aided  by  this 
di vifion,*  the  defeated  left  re¬ 
turned  to  the  charge,  and,  after  a 
hard  ftruggle,  regained  fome  of 
the  polls  which  had  been  wrefted 
from  it. 

But,  while  the  left  was  thus 
advancing  to  its  former  ftation, 
the  right  and  center  were  on  the 
verge  of  deftrudion.  The  cen¬ 
ter  maintained  a  feeble  and  preca¬ 
rious  hold  of  the  polls  which  it 
occupied,  and  was  every  inftant  in 
danger  of  being  enveloped  and 
overwhelmed,  by  the  rapid  pro¬ 
grefs  of  the  Auftrians  on  its  right 
flank.  The  right  wing  was  driven 
in  diforder  as  far  as  Rivoli,  and 
the  Auftrians  were  already  inaf- 
ters  of  fome  of  the  entrenchments, 
and  were  preparing  to  aflault  the 
reft:  The  main  point  for  them  to 
feize  was  a  height,  with  a  flat 


*  It  was  on  this  occafion  that  Maflena  obtained  the  flattering  appellation  of  the 
fjjoilcd  child  of  vidt«ry;”  his  title  to  which  has  fince  been  annihilated  by  Britilh 
jenius  and  Britifh  valour. 
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fummit,  near  Rivoli,  which  com¬ 
manded  the  whole  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  pofitions,  A  vigorous  at¬ 
tack  gave  them  the  pofleftion  of 
this  valuable  poll,  and  drove  the 
republicans  to  their  lalt  redoubts, 
beyond  the  village  of  Rivoli. 
Juft  at  this  juntfure,  the  column 
which  had  been  difpatched  to  come 
upon  the  enemy’s  rear,  was  feen 
forming  in  order  of  battle  on  the 
hills  in  the  diftance.  It  had 
inarched  two  days  and  nights, 
without  halting,  over  mountains 
covered  with  fnow,  where  not  a 
bufh  could  be  found  to  make  a  fire  ; 
and  it  now  feemed  to  have  arrived 
in  time  to  throw  a  decifive  weight 
.into  the  Auftrian  fcale. 

To  recover  the  height  near 
Rivoli  was  indifpenfibly  neccflary, 
in  order  to  prevent  his  utter  ruin. 
.Buonaparte,  therefore,  after  leav¬ 
ing  a  fuffieient  force  to  check  the 
column  in  his  rear,  attacked  the 
Auftrians,  with  fuch  numbers  and 
fpirit,  that  he  regained  the  height. 
Equally  aware  of  its  importance, 
the  Auftrians  once  more  rufhed  to 
the  charge,  and  again  eftablifhed 
themfelves  on  its  fummit.  Deter¬ 
mined  by  a  defperate  effort  to  ex¬ 
pel  them  from  it,  Buonaparte  col- 
letfted  more  forces,  and  arranged 
a  combined  attack.  It  is  faid, ' 
with  what,  degree  of  truth  we 
know  not,  that  to  gain  time  for 
executing  his  projedled  movements, 
he  requefted  from  Alvinzi  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  arms  for  an  hour,  that 
they  might  enter  into  a  treaty  ; 
and  that  as  foon  as  his  purpofe  was 
accomplilhed,  and  while  his  anta- 
gonift  was  unprepared,  he  fuddenly 
reuewed  the  conteft.  Berthier 
with  the  cavalry,  was  dire&ed  to 
charge  the  Auftrians  in  the  plain, 
while  he  himfelf  marched  againft 
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the  height.  After  a  fanguinary 
ftruggle  the  Auftrians  were  de¬ 
feated  on  both  fides,  and  compelled 
to  retire  with  precipitation. 
While  this  was  palling  on  the 
right,  Maflena,  with  the  republi¬ 
can  left,  impetuoufly  bore  down  on 
the  right  flank  of  the  Auftrians, 
and  threw  them  into  diforder. 
Thefe  two  fuccefles  decided  the 
battle  in  favour  of  the  French, 
Alvinzi  drew  off  his  fhattered 
army,  and  retreated  to  a  fhort 
diftance  from  the  fcene  of  adlion. 

By  the  difcomfiture  of  the  Auf¬ 
trian  army,  the  column  which  had 
been  fent  againft  the  republican 
rear  was  left  alone,  hopelefs  of 
fuccour  or  efcape,  Buonaparte 
fpeedily  began  to  hem  it  in  with 
an  overpowering  fuperiority  of 
force.  Yet,  though  it  was  with¬ 
out  cannon  or  cavalry,  it,  never- 
thelefs,  made  a  gallant  refiftance, 
and  endeavoured  fword  in  hand  to 
open  a  way  through  the  enemy.  It 
was  at  length  broken  ;  andalmoft  all 
thofe  who  compofed  it  were  either 
killed  or  made  prifoners, 

Buonaparte,  however,  could  not 
flop  to  follow  up  in  perfon  the 
advantages  which  he  had  gained. 
Provera,  he  was  informed,  was 
rapidly  marching  towards  Mantua, 
and  threatened  to  deprive  him  of 
the  fruits  of  the  battle  of  Rivoli. 
He,  therefore,  ordered  a  part  of 
his  troops  to  hurry  back  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mantua ;  to 
which  quarter  he  likewife  fet  out, 
on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth, 
leaving  the  command  in  the  hands 
of  Joubert. 

In  obedience  to  his  inftrudlions, 
Joubert,  on  the  following  morn- 
ing,  engaged  the  retreating  Auf¬ 
trians.  In  the  courfe  of  the  night 
he  had  difpatched  a  column,  by  a 
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circuitous  route,  to  turn  tlie  poll 
of  La  Corona,  and  cut  off  their 
retreat.  This  column  reached 
the  fpot  at  the  appointed  time, 
and  produced  the  expected  effed. 
When  the  Auftrians,  purfued  by 
Joubert,  and  already  difcouraged 
and  worn  out,  found  themfelves 
anticipated  at  La  Corona  by  the 
French  column,  and  aflailed  in 
flank,  they  were  thrown  into  con- 
fufion,  and  eafily  defeated.  Great 
numbers  were  made  prifoners ;  and 
the  remainder  continued  their 
flight  to  the  defiles  of  the  Tyrol. 

Turning  now  to  follow  the 
march  of  Provera,  we  (hall  fee 
that  it  was  not  without  good  rea- 
fon  that  Buonaparte  haftened  from 
Rivoli,  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  that 
general,  .  The  firft  fuccefles  of 
Provera  had  brought  him  to  the 
banks  of  the  Adige,  but  the  chief 
obftacle,  the  paflage  of  the  river 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  ftill  re¬ 
mained  to  be  overcome.  To  ef¬ 
fect  this,  and  deceive  Augereau, 
who  Was  oppofed  to  him,  he  made 
various  feints  on  different  parts  of 
the  river,  from  Ronco  to  Legnano ; 
and,  while  the  attention  of  the 
republicans  was  thus  diftraded, 
he  raifed,  during  the  night  of  the 
thirteenth,  a  formidable  battery 
oppofite  to  Anguiari,  under  the 
protedion  of  which  he  completed 
his  bridge,  notwithftanding  the 
ftrenuous  refiftance  of  the  French, 
His  troops  then  crofted  the  river, 
and  drove  the  enemy  from  Angu¬ 
iari,  Well  knowing  that  rapidity 
of  motion  could  not  be  difpenfed 
with,  he  called  in  his  detachments, 
and  proceeded  with  fuch  expedi¬ 
tion,  through  Cerea,  Sanguinetfo, 
Nogara  and  Caftellara,  that,  by 
noon  on  the  fifteenth,  he  arrived 
before  the  fuburb  of  San  Giorgio, 


which  the  blockading  army  had 
ftrongly  fortified.  He  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  generals  Guieux  and 
Augereau,  who  cut  off  his  rear 
guard,  and  made  prifoners  two 
battalions,  which  he  had  left  on 
the  Adige  ;  fo  that  on  his  reaching 
the  vicinity  of  Mantua  he  had 
little  more  than  five  thoufand  men. 

finding  the  fuburb  much  too  i 
well  entrenched  to  allow  of  his 
venturing  an  aifault,  Provera,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  evening,  con¬ 
trived  to  communicate  with  mar- 
fhal  Wurmfer,  and  to  agree  with 
him  on  the  plan  of  a  conjoint 
attack,  which  was  to  be  made, 
early  the  next  day,  on  another 
part  of  the  republican  lines,  which 
was  fuppofed  to  be  of  inferior 
ftrength.  The  pods  of  Montada,  * 
and  La  Favorita  were  thofe  which 
the  two  generals  determined  to 
attack.  In  the  night,  however, 
Buonaparte  and  Maffena  came  up 
with  the  divifions  from  Rivoli, 
and  loft  no  time  in  reinforcing  the 
points  which  were  menaced  by  the 
Auftrians.  The  French  were  now 
feventeen  thoufand  ftrong,  and 
were  hourly  increafing  in  numbers. 

Before  dawn,  murftial  Wurmfer 
marched  out  of  the  citadel,  car¬ 
ried  the  poft  of  San  Antonio,  and 
advanced  againft  that  of  La  Favo¬ 
rita,  which  he  vigoroufly  aflailed. 
At  the  fame  moment,  general  Pro¬ 
vera  alfo  fell  upon  La  Favorita 
with  equal  bravery.  But  all  the 
daring  exertions  of  the  two  generals 
were  entirely  fruitlefs.  Neither 
of  them  was  able  to  gain  an  inch 
of  ground  ;  yet  without  the  pof- 
feflion  of  this  poft  it  was  impoffible 
to  form  a  jundion.  Wurmfer  was 
finally  obliged  to  return  to  the 
citadel.  In  the  mean  time,  Buo¬ 
naparte  was  (hutting  in,  on  every 
[£  2]  fide 
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fide,  the  fmall  army  of  general 
PrOvera.  At  length  the  Auftrian 
commander  was  completely  fur- 
rounded.  Hopelefs  as  his  fitua- 
tion  was,  he  for  a  long  while 
gallantly  defended  himfelf,  and 
made  a  terrible  daughter  of  his 
antagonifts  ;  nor  did  he  furrender 
till  his  troops  were  worn  down 
by  fatigue,  their  cartridges  were 
exhaufted,  and  they  were  over¬ 
borne  by  the  growing  numbers  of 
the  republicans.  The  remains  of 
his  divifion  were  prifoners  of  war, 
but  the  officers  were  allowed  to 
return  home  on  their  parole.  In 
this  obftinate  engagement,  as  in 
all  thole  which  preceded  it,  the 
V  ienna  volunteers,  though  fo  new¬ 
ly  raifed,  highly  diltinguifhed 
themfelves  by  their  valour  and 
conduft. 

The  refult  of  the  few  laft  days 
\vas  decifive  as  to  the  fate  of 
Italy.  Broken  and  reduced  as  the 
Auftrian  army  now  was,  it  could 
not  renew  the  eonteft,  nor  even 
keep  the  field,  without  a  certainty 
of  being  deftroyed.  It  had  loft 
about  twenty  thoiifand  men,  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners  ; 
and  the  reft  were  thoroughly  dif- 
couraged  by  their  repeated  misfor¬ 
tunes.  Buonaparte,  on  this  oc- 
cnfion,  owed  his  viftories,  and  the 
Auftrians  their  defeats,  to  a  ft  rift 
adherence  to  their  former  modes  of 
aftion.  The  one  perfifted  in  di¬ 
viding  ;  the  other  in  concentrat¬ 
ing.  Perhaps,  too,  the  French 
genera]  was  largely  indebted  for 
his  fuccefs,  to  his  lavifh  expendi¬ 
ture  among  fpies  and  traitors.  It 
is  certain  that  he  was  perfeftly 
well  informed  of  the  plans  of  the 
Auftrian  generals ;  and  was  thus 
enabled  always  to  move  readily 
So  the  quarter  which  was  endan¬ 


gered,  and  to  aft  at  the  critical  mo¬ 
ment  with  promptitude  andeffeft. 

Having  allowed  his  army  a 
Ihort  repofe,  of  which  it  flood 
greatly  in  need,  Buonaparte  put  it 
in  motion  againft  the  difpirited 
Auftria»s.  -  While  one  part  of  it 
advanced  up  the  valley  of  the 
Brenta,  and  chafed  the  Imperial 
forces  from  Bafiano  and  Carpanedo, 
another  part  pufhed  up  the  valley 
of  the  Adige,  carried  all  the  pofi- 
tions  as  far  as  Trent,  and  took 
poll  on  the  Lavifio.  In  all  di- 
reftions  the  Auftrians  retired  be¬ 
fore  their  enemies.  They  finally 
halted  behind  the  Piave  ;  their 
line  extending  from  the  mouth  of 
of  that  river  to  Botzen,  in  the 
mountains  of  the  Tyrol. 

At  length  the  republican  general 
gathered  the  fruits  of  his  good 
fortune  and  long  perfeverance. 
Though,  after  the  defeat  of  Al- 
vinzi,  all  hope  of  fuccour  was  at 
an  end,  marfhal  Wurmfer  never- 
thelefs  protrafted  the  defence  of 
Mantua  for  more  than  a  fortnight, 
Neceffity  then  compelled  him  to 
terminate  his  refiftance.  All  the 
horfes  in  the  place  were  nearly 
eaten  up,  and  a  very  fhort  time 
would  leave  his  troops  without  the 
fmalleft  means  of  fupport ;  befides, 
his  garrifon  was  now  reduced  to 
eighteen  thoufand  men,  of  whom 
fix  thoufand  were  in  the  hofpitals, 
and  the  reft  were  weakened  by 
difeafe,  want,  and  inceffant  fa¬ 
tigue  ;  while  the  republicans,  on, 
the  contrary,  were  increafed  in 
numbers,  and  too  ftrongly  in¬ 
trenched  on  all  fides  to  allow  him 
to  expeft  that  he  could  penetrate 
their  lines.  The  environs  of  the 
place  were  likewife  fo  exhaufted,. 
that  little  could  be  procured  from 
them,  even  by  fuccefsful  fallies. 
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In  this  ftate  of  things,  nothing 
was  left  for  him  but  to  preferve  the 
remnant  of  his  force,  by  a  fpeedy 
and  honourable  capitulation.  Ac- 
p,  ,  cordingly,  on  the  fecond  of 
e  *  February,  he  figned  the 
1 797 •  fourteen  articles  which  put 
the  French  in  pofleffien  of  Man¬ 
tua.  Buonaparte,  with  a  moder¬ 
ation  and  generofity  which  his  pad 
eonduft  had  afforded  little  reafon 
to  look  for,  granted  highly  fa¬ 
vourable  terms,  in  order  to  manifeft 
his  refpeft  for  the  conftancy  and 
courage  difplayed  by  his  veteran 
antagonift.  The  garrifon  were  to 
inarch  out  as  prifoners  of  war,  but 
were  to  be  immediately  fent  into 
the  Imperial  States,  and  exchanged 
in  preference  to  all  others.  The 
marlhal  himfelf,  his  generals,  and 
ftaff  officers,  together  with  two 
hundred  cavalry,  and  five  hundred 
perfons  chofen  by  the  marfhal, 
were  permitted  to  retire,  with¬ 
out  being  confidered  as  prifoners ; 
and  to  carry  away  with  them  fix 
pieces  of  cannon  accompanied  by  the 
neceffary  number  of  artillery-men. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  city  were 
likewife  fecured  in  the  exercifc  of 
their  religion,  and  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  their  property,  and  of  all 
their  peculiar  rights  and  privileges. 
To  thofe  who  preferred  emigrating 
into  the  dominions  of  the  Em¬ 
peror,  a  year  was  allowed  to  re¬ 
move  or  difpofe  of  their  effects,  ft 
was  alfo  flipulated  that  none  of  the 
citizens  fhould  be  molefted  for 
the  military  fervice  which  they 
had  rendered  to  their  Sovereign, 
during  the  continuance  of  the 
liege. 

In  Mantua,  the  conquerors 
found  nearly  fix  hundred  pieces  of 
artillery  of  various  calibres,  and 
an  enormous  quantity  of  arms, 


ammunition,  and  warlike  ftores. 
The  fall  of  this  celebrated  fortrefs, 
which  put  the  leal  on  the  republi¬ 
can  conquefts  in  Italy,  excited  an 
enthufiaftic  joy  in  the  minds  of 
the  Diredory,  and  of  their  par- 
tifans  ;  but  fo  tired  of  the  war 
were  the  people  of  France,  and 
fuch  a  leaning  towards  peace  began 
to  appear  in  the  two  councils, 
that  fome  of  the  vidorious  gene¬ 
ral’s  ardent  admirers,  who  wilhed 
to  confer  on  him  by  a  legiflative 
decree  the  furname  of  Italicus,  did 
not  dare  to  bring-  forward  the  mo- 

o 

tion,  left  it  fhould  be  rejeded,  or 
at  leaft  carried  only  by  a  fmall 
and  confequently  degrading  ma« 
jority. 

This  event  clofed  the  long  and 
fortunate  campaign  againft  the  Im¬ 
perial  forces  in  Italy.  For  their 
fuccefs  the  republicans  were  at 
leaft  as  much  indebted  to  the  faults 
of  their  enemies,  as  to  the  talents 
of  their  leader.  Had  the  Em¬ 
peror  fufficiently  reinforced  his 
army  at  the  opening  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  or  had  the  King  of  Sardi¬ 
nia  poffefTed  the  fpirit  and  conftan¬ 
cy  of  his  illuftrious  anceftor,  Buo¬ 
naparte  would,  in  all  probability, 
never  have  penetrated  as  far  as  the 
walls  of  Mantua.  It  appears,  too, 
from  what  has  been  related,  that, 
even  after  the  French  had  obtained 
a  footing  in  the  country,  the  fate 
of  Italy  might  have  been  fufpend- 
ed,  if  not  averted,  by  a  judicious 
employment  of  thofe  immenfe 
means  which  were  brought  for¬ 
ward  by  the  Auftrian  Cabinet. 
The  troops  fucceffively  fent  againft 
the  republicans,  after  the  retreat 
of  Beaulieu  into  the  Tyrol, 
amounted  to  the  number  of  nearly 
eighty  thoufand  men.  But,  in¬ 
dependant  of  the  great  and  obvious 
[X  3]  crr«r&,. 
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errors,  which  we  have  already  no¬ 
ticed,  of  widely  fcattering  in- 
ftead  of  concentrating  the  forces, 
and  employing  generals  too  old  to 
difplay  the  neceffary  vigour  and 
activity,  there  was  another  funda¬ 
mental  error  which  the  Imperial 
government  committed,  and  which 
was  productive  of  equally  fatal 
confequences.  With  ftrange  and 
almoft  infane  arrogance,  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  war  at  Vienna  did  not  mere¬ 
ly  furnifh  the  generals  with  the 
plan  of  the  campaign,  but  like- 
wife  rigidly  diClated  the  manner 
in  which  all  the  minute  and  local 
points  of  it  lhould  be  carried  into 
effeCt.  No  argument  is  requifite 
to  {hew  the  folly  of  fuch  conduCl. 
To  difcover  and  to  feize  the  fleet¬ 
ing  opportunity  offered  by  mo¬ 
mentary  circumftances,  and  rapid¬ 
ly  to  adapt  his  meafures  to  the 
changes  of  his  fituation,  are  among 
the  chief  merits  of  a  commander. 
But  the  council  of  war  left  no¬ 
thing  to  the  difcretion  of  the  ge¬ 
nerals  ;  and  by  fending  them  thus 
fettered  into  the  field,  robbed 
them  of  more  than  half  their  pow¬ 
ers.  The  plans  of  the  council 
were  not  bad  in  all  their  parts, 
when  abftraCtedly  confidered  ;  and 
they  would,  perhaps,  have  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  had  the  re¬ 
publican  general  aCted  precifely 
according  to  the  mode  in  which 
ir  was fuppcfed  he  would  ad.  Buo¬ 
naparte,  however,  was  not  com- 
plaifant  enough  to  enfure  his  own  , 
defeat,  by  adopting  the  fchemes  of 
the  council. 

If  we  turn  to  the  other  fide,  to 
enquire  what  {hare  of  praife  is  due 
to  the  republican  general,  we  fhall 
find  that,  dazzled  by  his  victories 
and  conquefts,  his  eulogifts  bellow¬ 
ed  on  him  a  fplendid  reputation, 


which  he  certainly  did  not  earn  by 
any  extraordinary  difplay  of  ta¬ 
lents  during  the  prefent  campaign. 
He  feemed  in  their  eyes  to  leave 
behind  every  leader  of  ancient  and 
modern  fame.  Yet,  throughout 
the  whole  of  his  Italian  career, 
we  feek  in  vain  for  any  of  tliofe 
mafter-ftrokes  which  characterize 
genius,  and  almoft  appear  to  have 
been  prompted  by  a  fort  of  infpi- 
ration.  In  Caefar,  reducing  Afra- 
nius  and  Petreius  to  extremity  on 
the  banks  of  the  Segro  ;  in  Tu- 
renne,  burfting  unexpectedly  into 
Alface,  and  driving  before  him  a 
ftronger  enemy  ;  in  Eugene,  has¬ 
tening  from  the  banks  of  the 
Adige  to  thofe  of  the  Doria,  and 
bearing  down  every  obftacle  in 
order  to fuccour Turin  ;  we  at  once 
recognize  the  tranfcendant  warrior. 
But  there  is  nothing  in  the  exploits 
of  Buonaparte  which  might  not, 
with  the  fame  means,  have  been 
achieved  by  a  third  or  fourth-rate 
general.  Italy,  notwithftanding 
its  many  fortreffes,  fubdued  in  nine 
months,  ftrikes  at  firft  as  a  wonder¬ 
ful  event  ;  but  the  wonder  vanifh- 
es,  when  we  call  to  our  recolleClion 
that,  of  all  thofe  fortreffes,  the 
French  were  under  the  neeeflity  of 
befieging  only  Mantua  and  the 
citadel  of  Milan.  It  muft,  at  the 
fame  time,  be  remembered,  that 
the  Auftrian  army  was  always 
weaker,  than  the  French,  except  in 
one  inftance  ;  and  in  that  one  in- 
ftance,  the  advantage  of  fiiperiour 
numbers  was  thrown  away  by  a 
faulty  diftribution.  Buonaparte 
had,  too,  an  unbounded  com¬ 
mand  of  money  to  gratify  his  nu¬ 
merous  fpies,  and  he  fcattered  his 
rewards  to  them  with  a  wife  pro- 
fufion.  Treachery,  and  the  grofs 
errors  of  his  antagonifts,  like  wife 
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warred  in  his  favour.  He,  never- 
thelefs,  committed  miftakes,  which 
would,  perhaps,  warrant  no  fmall 
feveriry  of  military  criticifm.  It 
may  not  indeed,  be  too  much  to 
aflert,  that  his  merit  confided  en¬ 
tirely  in  the  occafional  rapidity  of 
his  movements,  and  in  his  care¬ 
fully  availing  himfelf  of  his  corn- 
pad  and  central  polition.  Not 
to  have  feen  and  turned  to  account 
the  advantages  of  that  polition 
would  have  betrayed  an  uncom¬ 
mon  degree  of  culpable  negli¬ 
gence,  or  equally  culpable  ignor¬ 
ance. 

When,  turning  from  the  com¬ 
binations  of  the  campaign,  we 
come  to  examine  attentively  the 
various  adions  which  he  fought, 
we  difcover  that  little  if  any  thing 
was  acccmplilhed  through  the  ufe 
of  thofe  mafterly  manoeuvres,  by 
which  thofe  who  are  really  great 
generals  confound  and  overwhelm 
their  adverfaries.  We  never  fee 
him,  like  Frederic  at  Leuthen, 
fupplying  the  want  of  numbers  by 
confummate  military  Ikill.  The 
higher  power  of  mind  was  feldom 
brought  in  aid  of  his  grofler  in- 
ftruments.  Force,  and  force  alone, 
was  almoft  conftantly  employed. 
Nor,  while  we  are  considering 
this  part  of  the  fubjed,  can  it 
fail  to  be  remarked,  with  what 
an  invariable  and  iniquitous  indif¬ 
ference  Buonaparte  poured  forth 
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the  blood  of  his  foldiers.  His 
companions  in  arms  were  looked 
upon  as  of  no  greater  value  than 
the  powder  and  Ihot  which  they 
expended.  No  one  ever  played 
the  dreadful  game  of  war  with  a 
wilder  extravagance.  His  laurels 
were  won  by  the  fall  of  between 
fixty  and  feventy  thoufand  of  his 
countrymen.  That  eccafions  may 
occur  in  which,  however  painful 
it  may  be  to  his  feelings,  a  ge¬ 
neral  Js  not  merely  authorized,  but 
called  on  by  duty,  to  make  the 
facrifice  of  thoufands,  and  that 
fuch  a  facrifice  may  be  the  trueil 
humanity,  it  is  impoffible  to  deny. 
A  decisive  battle  may  prevent 
a  tedious  and  deftrudive  cam¬ 
paign  ;  or  even  reftore  the  blef- 
fings  of  peace.  But  he  who  la- 
vifhes  the  lives  of  his  men,  with¬ 
out  an  important  objed  to  juftify 
him,  is  only  a  murderer  on  a 
larger  fcale.  Such  was  the  con- 
dud  of  Buonaparte  at  Lodi,  at 
Arcole,  and  at  other  places.  On 
the  whole,  we  may  fafely  pro¬ 
nounce,  that  had  he  been  oppofed 
to  a  Marlborough,  an  Eugene,  a 
Saxe,  ora  Frederick,  or  even  to 
many,  their  inferiors  in  military 
renown,  he  would  never  have  en¬ 
tered  Italy,  or  having  entered, 
would  have  been  fpeedily  fcourged 
back  from  it  with  lofs  and  dis¬ 
grace* 

*  •- 
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Campaign  in  Germany.  Strength ,  plans ,  and  pojitions  of  the  Auftrjdn  and 
French  armies.  The  Auflrians  put  a?i  end  to  the  armifice.  The  French 
commence  hojlilities  on  the  Lower  Rhine.  The  Prince  of  IVirtembcrg 
driven  from  the  Sieg  by  geneal  Kleber.  Pie  is  again  defeated  at  Alten - 
kirchen.  The  Prince  of  Wirtemberg  retires  beyond  the  Lah?i .  General 
fourdan  c ruffes  the  Rhine  at  Neuwied .  The  Archduke  Charles  quits  hit 
f  oft  ion  in  the  Hun  dj ruck ,  and  marches  to  ?neet  the  French  Q?t  the  Lahn * 
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Pofition  of  the  left  wing  of  the  French,  under  Lefehre ,  on  the  Lahn  and 
JO  tile.  An  objlinate  battle  is  fought  in  which  the  French  are  defeated, 

four  dan  raifes  the  blockade,  of  Ehrenbreitftein,  and  retrofit  the  Rhine. 
General  Kleber  retires  with  the  left  wing ,  toward  Duffeldorf.  General 
Kray,  with  a  far  inferior force ,  defeats  him .  Kleber  reaches  the  lines  of 
Duffeldorf.  Operations  on  the  Upper  Rhine.  The  Auftrian  army  m 
that  quarter  weakened  by  detachments  to  Italy .  The  Aujlrian  general 

withdraws  into  an  entrenched  camp  before  Manheim.  Attacks  upon  the 
entrenched  camp.  The  French,  under  General  Moreau,  effect  the  paffage 
cf  the  Rhine  oppofite  Strafburgh ,  and,  through  the  cowardice  of  the 
Swabian  troops,  carry  the  redoubts  of  Kekl,  and  eftabhjh  themfelves 
firmly.  Cowardice  or  treafon  of  General  Stein,  the  Swabian  commander. 
The  French  drive  the  Swabians  from  the  camp  of  Wilfiet.  They  make 
themfelves  mafiers  alfo  of  the  camp  of  Bihel.  General  Latour  defeated  on 
the  Renchen .  The  French  army  divided  into  two  feparate  bodies.  Flan 
of  the  French.  Moreau  carries  the  important  pofis  of  the  Kniebis  and  of 
Freudenfiadt.  The  Archduke  Charles  haftens  from  the  Lower  Rhine, 
leaving  General  W artenfleben  with  thirty  thoufand  men,  to  oppofe  the 
enemy,  fourdan again  advances  on  the  Lower  Rhine.  General  War* 
tenjleben  obliged  to  retire  over  the  Lahn.  Several  a  A  ions.  General  Warm 

tenflcben  retires  to  Frankfort.  Saves  his  magazines  at  that  place.  The 
French  enter  Frankfort.  Surrender  of  Konigflein .  Proceedings  on  the 
Upper  Rhine.  General  Latour  defeated  on  the  Murg.  The  Archduke 
Charles  affumes  the  command.  Intends  to  attack  Moreau,  who,  however, 
anticipates  him.  Second  battle  on  the  Murg.  The  Auftrian s,  though  they 
repel  the  enemy  on  their  center  and  right ,  are  force  don  their  left,  and  confe- 
equently  compelled  to  retire.  I  he  Archduke  quits  the  Rhine »  after  throwing 

firong  garrifons  into  Manheim  and  Philipfburg ,  and  retreats  to  Pfortzheim* 
Continuation  of  his  retreat .  French  repulftd  at  Canfiadt,  and  at  Ef~ 
l ingen .  The  Archduke  continues  his  retreat  through  the  Swabian  Alps. 
Progrefs  of  the  republican  force  under  General  Ferino.  Jourdan  preffes 
onward,  and  Wartenfleben  flowly  retires  before  him  to  Amberg.  The 
Duke  of  W irtemberg ,  the  Margrave  of  Baden,  and  the  circles  of  Swabia 
and  Franconia  enter  into  treaties  with  the  republicans.  The  Elettor  of 
Saxony  retires  from  the  coalition.  The  Archduke  Charles  retreats  to 
Nordlingen.  Ferino  continues  to  advance  on  the  right  of  the  Danube . 
Gallant  condu/l  of  the  emigrants  at  Kamlach .  Plan  formed  by  the 
Archduke  Charles.  Battle  of  Nercfheim.  Change  in  the  Archduke* S 
plan.  Conduit  of  the  French  in  Germany. 


r'jpHE  campaign  in  Germany 
JL  was  not  lefs  adive,  and  was 
ft  ill  more  chequered  with  alter¬ 
nate  vidory  and  defeat,  than  the 
campaign  in  Italy.  Before  the 
opening  of  it,  the  Auftrians,  whofe 
itvpngth,  including  the  contin¬ 


gents  of  the  Empire,  did  not  reach 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men, 
appeared  to  entertain  thoughts  of 
carrying  on  offenfive  operations, 
either  on  the  fide  of  the  Saar,  or 
of  Alface.  To  obferve  the  French 
on  the  Lower  Rhine,  they  ftation- 
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ed,  on  the  Sieg,  an  army  of  lefs 
than  twenty  thoufand  men  under 
Prince  Ferdinand  of  Wirtemberg. 
The  remainder  of  their  forces  oc¬ 
cupied  the  Palatinate,  the  Hundf- 
ruck,  and  part  of  the  Duchy  of 
Deux-Ponts,  from  the  lines  of 
Spire  to  Bacharach  on  the  Rhine. 
It  was  divided  into  two  armies  ; 
that  which  was  polled  in  the  Pa¬ 
latinate,  was  commanded  by 
Marlhal  Wurmfer,  under  the  or¬ 
ders  of  the  Archduke  Charles,  who 
commanded  in  perfon  the  army  in 
the  Hundfruck. 

The  French,  on  the  other  hand, 
were,  as  we  have  already  feen, 
refolved  to  carry  the  war  not  only 
into  the  Empire,  but  into  the  very 
heart  of  the  Emperor's  dominions, 
and  to  compel  him  to  accept  of 
an  humiliating  and  ruinous  peace. 
Since  the  formation  of  this  plan, 
their  fuccelfes  in  Italy  had  given 
additional  ftrength  to  their  hopes 
of  accomplifhing  it.  Their  ar¬ 
mies  on  the  German  frontier, 
which  were  more  than  a  hundred 
and  lixty  thoufand  ftrong,  were 
ready  for  aclion,  and  impatiently 
waited  the  fignal.  The  army 
of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe  was 
polled  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  from 
Coblent z  to  Dulfeldorf,  before  the 
latter  of  which  places  it  had  an 
entrenched  camp.  The  army  of 
the  Rhine  and  Mofelle  was  polled 
in  Alface,  and  a  part  of  the  Duchy 
of  Deux-Ponts,  and  oppofed  to 
the  Imperialills,  under  Marlhal 
Wurmfer. 

By  the  agreement,  made  at  the 
clofe  of  the  lalt  campaign,  it  was 
llipulated  that  ten  days  notice 
Ihould  be  given,  on  either  fide, 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  hos¬ 
tilities.  The  Aullrians  were,  on 
this  occafion,  the  readielt  to  ap¬ 


peal  to  the  fword.  On  the 
twenty-firl!  of  May,  they  made 
known  to  the  republicans  that  the 
armillice  mull  ceafe  to  exill  at  the 
expiration  of  the  fixed  period.  To 
the  Aullrian  troops  the  rupture  of 
the  armillice  was  announced  by 
an  animated  proclamation  from  the 
Archduke,  calling  upon  them  to 
difplay  their  wanted  valour,  and 
declaring  that  a  peace  was  ren¬ 
dered  impofiible  by  the  unjull  and 
extravagant  pretenfions  of  the  re* 
publican  government. 

Hollilities  were  commenced  by 
the  French,  on  the  very  inllant 
that  the  armillice  expired.  In  the 
Hundfruck,  fome  fharp,  but  not 
important,  actions  took  place  ;  in 
all  of  which  they  were  worlled. 
It  was  not,  however,  to  that 
quarter  that  they  intended  to  di¬ 
rect  their  great  efforts.  The  com¬ 
paratively  unprotected  Hate  of  the 
Lower  Rhine  and  the  Sieof  indue- 
ed  them  to  chufe  thofe  points  for 
the  theatre  of  their  operations- 
They  knew,  too,  that  if  they 
could  ootain  a  firm  footing  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Lower  Rhine, 
the  Hundfruck  and  the  Palatinate 
would,  almolt  certainly,  be  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  Aullrians. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan.  Ge¬ 
neral  Kleber,  with  a  confidcrable 
part  of  the  army  of  the  Sambre 
and  Meufe,  marched,  on  the  laft 
of  May,  towards  the  Sieg.  The 
advanced  polls  of  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand  of  Wirtemberg  were  in  front 
of  that  river.  On  the  full  of  June, 
General  Kleber  attacked  the  Aufi, 
trians  along  the  whole  of  their 
line  ;  and,  after  an  obllinate  en¬ 
gagement  of  feveral  hours,  forced 
all  their  pofitions,  and  compelled 
them  to  retire  to  Uckerath.  The 
lofs  of  the  Aullrians  was  aliened 
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by  the  republicans  to  be  two 
thoufand  four  hundred  men,  of 
whom  a  thoufand  were  prison¬ 
ers. 

The  pofition  of  Uckerath  is  un¬ 
commonly  ftrong  in  front,  and  the 
Auftrian  general  might,  perhaps, 
have  maintained  himfelf  there,  had 
he  been  allowed  time  to  receive 
reinforcements,  and  to  take  proper 
meafures  of  defence.  Aware  of 
this,  and  of  the  difficulty  and 
peril  of  attacking  in  front,  Kleber, 
on  the  enfuing  morning,  availed 
himfelf  of  his  vaft  Superiority  of 
numbers,  to  turn  the  pofition  on 
both  its  flanks.  The  Prince  of 
Wirtemberg,  finding  himfelf  on 
the  eve  of  being  Surrounded, 
quitted  Uckerath,  and  took  poft 
at  Altenkirchen. 

Following  up  his  fuccefs,  Kle¬ 
ber  rapidly  advanced  to  Alten- 
kirehen,  and  again  gave  battle  to 
,  a  the  Auitrians.  Their  re- 
^u!ie  fiftance  was  of  the  molt 
^tl*  gallant  kind;  but,  in  fpite 
©f  their  bravery,  they  were  finally 
overpowered  by  the  multitude  of 
their  affailants.  Altenkirchen  was 
carried,  and  the  republicans,  if 
their  report  may  be  credited,  made 
three  thoufand  prifoners,  took 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  part  of 
the  Auftrian  baggage,  and  which 
was  far  more  valuable,  feveral  well- 
ftored  magazines.  Prince  Ferdi- 
cland  retired  behind  the  Lahn, 
where  he  was  joined  by  fome  re¬ 
inforcements. 

While  his  left  wing,  under 
Kleber,  was  purfuing  its  trium¬ 
phant  progrefs,  Jourdan,  the  re¬ 
publican  commander-in-chief,  was 
preparing  to  pafs,  with  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  army  of  the  Sambre 
and  Meufe,  to  the  right  bank  of 
the  Rhino,  The  bridges  being  at 


length  eftablifhed,  at  Neuwied,  he, 
on  the  twelfth,  effe&ed  his  paffage. 
The  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitftein  was 
now  clofely  invefted. 

The  rapid  advance  of  the 
French  to  the  Lahn,  rendered  it 
neceffary  for  the  Auftrians  in  the 
Hundfruck  to  relinquifh  the  idea 
of  afting  on  the  fide  of  Alface  or 
the  Saar,  and  to  haften  to  the  relief 
of  Germany.  As  foon,  therefore, 
as  the  Archduke  learned  the  re- 
verfes  which  had  been  fuftained  by- 
Prince  Ferdinand,  he  broke  up  from 
his  pofition,  and  leaving,  behind 
the  Seitz,  a  considerable  divifion 
under  General  Mercantin,  he  crofted 
the  Rhine  with  his  army  at 
Mentz,  and  pufhed  forward  to  the 
Upper  Lahn.  To  prevent  the 
enemy  from  moving  over  the 
Lower  Lahn,  he  polled  a  ftrong 
corps  at  Limburg,  and  two  of 
inferiour  ftrength  near  Weilburg 
and  Naflau. 

The  left  wing  of  the  republicans, 
now  commanded  by  General  Le- 
febre,  extended  towards  the  Dille, 
which  falls  into  the  Lahn  oppofite 
Wetzlar,  and  the  hills  on  the  right 
bank  of  which  are  woody,  fteep, 
and  confequently  of  difficult  ac- 
cefs.  By  occupying  thefe  hills, 
and  likewife  the  pofition  between 
Hermanftein  on  the  Dille  and  Al- 
tenberg  on  the  Lahn,  the  enemy 
would  have  precluded  the  Auftri¬ 
ans  from  pafling  the  Lahn  at 
Wetzlar,  and  compelled  them  to 
effe6l  the  paffage  higher  up,  and 
to  manoeuvre  circuitoufly  towards 
the  fources  of  the  Dille. 

This  ground  was  not  yet  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  French,  and  the  Arch¬ 
duke  Charles,  who  had  refolved 
to  turn  their  left  flank,  flattered 
himfelf  that  he  fhould  be  able  to 
feiz*  upon  it  before  they  could 
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arrive.  General  Werneck’s  corps 
was  deftined  to  perform  this  fer- 
vice,  and  was  to  be  feconded  by 
a  Saxon  divifion.  The  advanced 
polls  eroded  the  Lahn  and  the 
Dille  on  the  fourteenth,  and  were 
followed,  on  the  next  day,  by  the 
whole  of  the  corps.  General  Le- 
febre,  however,  who  had  received 
orders  from  Jourdan  to  crofs  the 
Lahn,  and  was  now  in  motion  for 
that  purpofe,  was  beforehand  with 
the  Auftrians.  The  heads  of  his 
columns  met,  on  their  march,  the 
Auftrian  advanced-guard,  and  a 
defperate  conteftenfued.  Atlaft,  too 
weak  to  continue  their  Hand,  the 
Auftrians  fell  back,  and  the  difput. 
edpofition  was  gained  by  the  enemy. 

This  pofition  confifted  of  a 
range  of  heights,  the  ground  in 
front  of  which  was  broken  by 
hollow  ways  and  ravines.  A 
iwood,  reaching  from  the  Dille  to 
!the  Lahn,  covered  the  heights  in 
an  angular  form,  the  falient  angle 
of  it  being  on  the  face  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  point  of  the  heights.  General 
Lefebre  loft  none  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  the  polition  afforded 
him.  In  the  falient  point  of  the 
wood,  he  polled  a  formidable  body 
of  infantry,  and,  on  his  right,  he 
occupied,  with  ftrong  divifions  of 
infantry,  the  heights  and  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Altenberg.  The  principal 
part  of  his  cavalry  was  formed  on 
his  left,  on  a  height  above  Her- 
manftein,  and  was  fupported  by 
infantry,  which  held  the  woodxin 
the  rear.  His  artillery  was  dif- 
pofed along  the  front,  foas  to  com¬ 
mand  and  enfilade  the  difficult  and 
rugged  approaches.  In  this  pofture 
General  Lefebre  waited  the  com¬ 
ing  up  of  the  remainder  ofhis  troops, 

The  Auftrians,  meanwhile, 
though  repulfed,  had  maintained 


themfelves  at  the  foot  of  the 
heights,  whence,  from  a  battery 
of  twelve  pounders,  they  replied 
to  the  enemy’s  fire.  The  Arch¬ 
duke,  knowing  that  if  he  gave 
time  for  the  whole  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  left  wing  to  arrive,  he  could 
not  hope  to  dillodge  it,  determined 
to  commence  the  aCtion  as  foon  as 
he  was  reinforced  by  the  Saxon 
cavalry,  which  was  advancing  to 
join  him.  It  was  not  till  feven  in 
the  evening  that  the  junction  took 
place.  Difpofitions  were  immedi¬ 
ately  made  for  the  attack.  It  was 
arranged  that  the  Auftrian  left 
Ihouid  be  held  back,  or,  in  mili¬ 
tary  language,  refufed,  and  that 
the  enemy’s  center,  in  the  falient 
part  of  the  wood,  fhould  be  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  Auftrian  grenadiers, 
while  the  cavalry  regiment  of 
Karaczay,  fupported  by  that  of 
Naflau,  Ihouid  charge  the  left,  and 
the  Saxon  cavalry  the  front,  of 
the  heights  above  Hermanftein. 

Before  the  Saxon  cavalry,  or 
the  grenadiers  deftined  to  attack 
the  woou,  could  get  into  adion, 
the  regiment  of  Karaczay  forced 
its  paflage  through  the  ravines  and 
hollow  ways,  afeended  the  heights, 
and  charged  the  enemy  with  the 
moft  daring  intrepidity.  Being, 
however,  fomewhat  disordered  by 
the  ruggednefs  of  the  ground  over 
which  it  had  advanced,  and  being 
received  by  a  numerous  and  well- 
polled  cavalry,  it  was  repulfed.  It 
neverthelefs  rallied,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  regiment  of  Naftau, 
which  had  by  this  time  afeended 
the  fummit-,  and  formed.  The 
two  regiments  then  charged,  and, 
after  a  brief  but  fevere  conteft, 
broke  the  republican  cavalry,  and 
put  it  utterly  to  the  rout.  The 
infantry  of  the  French  center, 
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which  was  placed  in  the  angle  of 
the  wood,  finding  itfelf  taken  in 
flank,  alfo  abandoned  its  poll  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation.  The 
two  victorious  regiments  purfued 
the  fugitives,  cut  to  pieces  a  bat¬ 
talion,  which  endeavoured  to  make 
a  (land,  and  captured  feveral  pieces 
of  cannon  ;  but,  pulhing  on  too 
far,  found  themfelves  in  front  of 
the  fecond  line  of  French  in¬ 
fantry,  which  poured  in  upon 
them  fo  hot  a  fire  that  they  were 
obliged  to  quit  the  wood,  in  order 
to  form  again.  The  Auftrian  gre¬ 
nadiers  coming  up  at  this  moment, 
attacked  the  French  infantry,  de¬ 
feated  it,  and  drove  it  from  the 
wood. 

The  battle  being  loft,  Lefebre 
withdrew  his  right  from  the 
heights  of  Altenburg,  and  ftation- 
ed  it  in  the  wood  on  the  rear  of 
the  heights.  To  cover  the  retreat 
of  his  routed  left,  he  placed,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Burghaufen, 
three  battalions,  and  a  battery  of 
artillery,  on  a  commanding  height, 
at  the  foot  of  which  was  an  almoft 
iropradlicable  ravine.  Determin¬ 
ed  to  have  their  fhare  in  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  day,  four  fquadrons 
of  Saxon  cavalry,  feconded  by  a 
fquadron  of  the  regiment  of  Ka- 
raczay,  without  waiting  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  infantry  or  cannon,  re- 
folutely  pufhed  their  way  through 
the  ravine,  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  gained  the  height,  and, 
though  not  till  they  had  futfered 
feverely,  deftroyed  the  battalions, 
and  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
cannon.  The  fall  of  the  night 
put  an  end  to  the  battle.  The 
vidiory  coft  the  Imperialifts  about 
five  hundred  men.  The  lofs  of 
the  vanqailhed  was  much  more 
confide  r  able. 


The  Archduke,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  after  the  battle,  was  joined  at 
GrefFenftein  by  General  Kray,  who 
had  croffed  the  Lahn  at  Lehun. 
The  corps  at  Limburg,  Naflau, 
and  Weilburg,  likewife  croffed  the 
Lahn,  and  advanced  againft  the 
army  of  Jourdan. 

The  refult  of  the  engagement 
was  decifive  as  to  the  retreat  of 
the  French.  The  left  of  Jourdan 
being  completely  turned,  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  make  a  ftand, 
and  he,  therefore,  raifed  the  block¬ 
ade  of  Ehrenbreitftein,  and,  with 
the  four  divifions  which  he  led  in 
perfon,  retired  haftily  to  Neuwied, 
at  which  place  he,  on  the  eigh¬ 
teenth,  recrofted  the  Rhine. 

The  republican  left  wing,  con¬ 
fiding  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
men,  of  which  Kleber  had  refumed 
the  command,  diredled  its  retro¬ 
grade  march  towards  the  Sieg* 
This  wing  was  tracked  fo  clofely 
by  its  purfuers,  that  General  Kle¬ 
ber  having  made  a  (hort  halt,  on 
the  heights  between  Kirchrup  and 
Uckeraih,  to  give  time  to  his  re- 
ferve  ammunition  and  baggage  to 
pafs  the  Sieg  ;  the  Auftrian  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  of  eleven  thoufand 
men,  under  General  Kray,  came 
up,  and  a  battle  enfued.  The  com¬ 
bat  was  begun  by  the  Auftrians. 
But  general  Kleber,  quickly  dif- 
covering  the  {lender  numbers  of  hi£ 
opponent,  became,  in  his  turn,  the 
aflailanr.  Advancing  with  the 
whole  of  his  force,  he  carried  fe¬ 
veral  points  of  the  Auftrian  pofi- 
tion,  and  would,  perhaps,  have 
gained  a  complete  vi diary,  had  he 
not  been  flopped  in  his  progrefs 
by  the  gallantry  of  three  Auftri¬ 
an  battalions.  Nine  republican 
battalions,  and  a  body  of  cavalry, 
fupported  by  a  formidable  artillery, 
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moved  again (l  the  Auflrian  center, 
where  the  three  battalions  were 
polled.  The  three  battalions  ne¬ 
ver  fired  till  the  French  were 
within  a  hundred  paces  of  their 
line.  They  then  gave  a  general 
and  definitive  volley,  and  rufhed 
forward  with  fixed  bayonets. 
This  intrepid  condut  changed  and 
decided  the  fate  ©f  the  day.  The 
republicans  were  broken  ;  and  the 
Auflrian  cavalry  opportunely  fall¬ 
ing  on,  the  fuccefs  was  perfet  in 
the  center.  The  victors,  never- 
thelefs,  were  not  fufiiciently  ftrong 
to  follow  up  the  blow,  and  attack 
the  pofition  of  the  French.'  Dur¬ 
ing  the  evening  general  Kieber 
withdrew  his  right  wing  from  the 
ground  which  it  had  gained  at  the 
commencement  of  the  engagement. 
At  the  extremity  of  his  left,  a 
battalion,  which  he  had  difpatched 
to  turn  the  Auflrian  right,  was 
cut  off,  and  obliged  to  furrender. 
Between  five  and  fix  hundred  of 
the  Imperialifls  were  killed  or 
wounded  ;  the  republicans  had  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  men  wounded  or  flain, 
and  left  feven  hundred  prifoners  in 
the  hands  of  the  conquerors.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  night  Kieber  paf- 
fed  the  Sieg,  and  precipitately  con¬ 
tinued  his  retreat  to  the  lines  of 
Duffeldorf. 

Severe  as  was  the  lofs,  and  mor¬ 
tifying  as  was  the  difappointment, 
of  the  republicans  on  the  Lower 
Rhine,  they  were  amply  com  pen- 
fated  by  the  fuccefs  which  attend¬ 
ed  their  operations  on  the  Upper 
Rhine.  From  time  Auflrian  army 
in  the  latter  quarter,  the  Imperial 
government  was,  as  we  have  feen, 
compelled,  at  the  opening  of  the 
campaign,  to  draw  a  force  of  thir¬ 
ty  thoufand  men,  which  was  def¬ 
ined  to  proceed,  by  forced 
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marches,  to  Italy,  to  oppofe  the 
alarming  progrefs  of  Buonaparte. 
The  commander  of  the  army  of 
the  Rhine  and  Mofelle  was  fo  well 
ferved  by  his  fpies  in  the  cabinet 
of  Vienna,  that  he  received  intel¬ 
ligence  of  this  draft  from  the  Aus¬ 
trian  army,  even  before  the  Auf- 
trian  general  himfelf  was  apprized 
of  it,  and  he  accordingly  prepared 
to  take  advantage  of  the  diminifhed 
flrength  of  his  opponent. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  the 
firfl  Auflrian  column  began  its 
march  towards  Italy.  Too  weak 
to  preferve  his  extenfive  politico 
in  the  Palatinate,  marfhal  Wurm- 
fer,  on  the  night  of  the  feveoth, 
withdrew  his  main  body  to  the 
right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  leaving 
a  divifion  on  the  left  bank,  in  an 
entrenched  camp,  oppofite  to  Man- 
heim.  This  camp  was  chofen  with 
great  fkill.  It  extended  from 
Frankendai  to  the  Rehbach,  and, 
both  on  the  flanks  and  in  front, 
was  covered  by  rivulets,  canals, 
and  deep  inundations. 

It  wa„  not  on  this  fide  that  the 
French  general  defigned  to  acl„ 
To  occupy,  however,  the  attention 
of  marfhal  Wurmfer,  arfd  to  pre¬ 
vent  him  from  flrengthening  thofe 
points  which  were  really  menaced, 
he  made,  on  the  fourteenth  and 
twentieth  of  June,  two  confiderable 
attacks  upon  the  entrenched  camp. 
Several  hundred  men  were  flain  in 
thefe  attacks.  On  the  Auflrian, 
camp  no  impreffion  was  made. 
As  foon  as  the  fecond  attack  was 
ended,  general  Moreau  left  a  fmail 
corps  to  watch  the  Auflrian  camp, 
and  marched  rapidly  to  Strafburgh 
with  the  remainder  of  his  force. 

The  preparations  for  the  paffage 
of  the  Rhine  had  long  been  carry¬ 
ing  on  at  Strafburgh,  v/ith  the 

greateft, 
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greateft  celerity  and  fecrecy.  The 
point  which  Moreau  fixed  on,  for 
the  difembarkation  of  the  main 
body  of  his  troops,  was  a  little 
above  the  fort  of  Kehl.  Another 
divifion,  of  ten  thoufand  men,  was 
to  effect  a  landing,  lower  down 
the  Rhine,  oppofite  to  Gamblheim, 
in  order  to  take  polfeffion  of  the 
road  to  Raftadt,  and  intercept  any 
fuccours  which  might  be  fent  from 
the  Auftrian  army,  which  was  now 
commanded  by  General  de  la 
Tour,  marlhal  Wurmfer  having 
been  difpatched  to  aflfume  the  com¬ 
mand  in  Italy.  Thefe  two  real 
attacks  were  to  be  feconded  by 
feveral  falfe  ones,  both  above  and 
below  Stralburgh,  and,  by  a  warm 
cannonade, along  the  whole  left  fhore 
of  the  Rhine,  from  Huningen  to 
Manheim. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  night  three 
thoufand  troops  were  filently  em¬ 
barked  in  the  narrow  branch  of 
the  Rhine,  near  Stralburgh,  and 
-  before  break  of  day  they 
^une  landed  on  feveral  fmall 
illands,  at  a  Ihort  diftance 
from  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 
The  troops  who  guarded  thefe 
illands  were  completely  taken  by 
furprife,  and  fled  without  making 
any  refiftance.  They  even,  in  re¬ 
treating,  negledled  to  break  down 
the  bridges,  an  operation  which 
might  have  been  performed  in  an 
inftant,  as  the  bridges  confifted  of 
only  a  few  loofe  planks.  The 

French  availed  themfelves  of  this 
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negledt,  haftened  to  pafs  over,  and 
attacked  the  redoubts  of  the  fort 
of  Kehl,  which  wrere  occupied  by 
fome  troops  of  the  circle  of  Swa¬ 
bia.  Though  the  French  had  no 
artillery,  the  cowardly  Swabians 
were  almolt  as  quickly  routed  as 
attacked  j  and  the  alfailants  be¬ 


came  mailers  of  the  works,  in 
which  were  fifteen  pieces  of  can¬ 
non.  By  ten  in  the  morning  the 
republicans  had  obtained  a  firm 
footing  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine.  The  attack  on  the  fide  of 
Gamblheim  not  having  fucceeded, 
the  troops,  who  had  been  engaged 
in  it,  were  difpatched  to  join  their 
comrades  at  Kehl,  During  the 
whole  of  the  day  the  French  wej-e 
bufily  employed  in  eftablilhing 
bridges  between  Kehl  and  Straf- 
burgh. 

A  few  days  previoufly  to  the 
palfage  of  the  Rhine,  a  camp  of 
fix  thoufand  Swabian  troops,  under 
general  Stein,  had  been  formed  at 
Wilftett,  not  more  than  three 
leagues  from  Kehl.  Had  general 
Stein  marched  againll  the  invaders 
while  they  were  yet  few  in  num¬ 
ber,  unprovided  with  cavalry  and 
cannon,  and  their  communication 
with  Stralburgh  was  precarious, 
he  would,  it  is  probable,  have 
prevented  them  from  accomplilh- 
ing  their  purpofe.  Inllead  of 
taking  this  obvious  Hep,  he  re¬ 
mained  ina&ive  in  his  camp* 
This,  and  his  fubfequent  condudl, 
expofed  him  to  a  charge,  appa¬ 
rently  well-founded,  of  having 
fold  to  the  enemy  thofe  polls  which 
he  was  entrulled  to  defend. 

By  noon  on  the  twenty-fifth, 
the  bridges  between  Kehl  and 
Stralburgh  were  completed.  The 
remainder  of  the  republican  army 
now  eroded  to  the  German  fhore 
of  the  Rhine.  On  the  enfuing 
day,  Moreau  began  to  move  for¬ 
ward  in  every  direction.  General 
Ferino,  with  the  right  wing,  paf- 
fed  the  Schmutter,  and  advanced 
to  Honhurll  and  Langenhurll,  to 
force  back  the  corps  of  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  A  divifion,  under  ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  Saint  Suzanne,  moved,  in 
the  oppofite  quarter,  to  Lings,  on 
the  road  to  Raftadt,  A  third  di- 
vifion,  led  by  general  Beaupuy, 
was  ordered  to  attack  the  camp  of 
AVilftett.  The  latter  divifion, 
while  the  head  of  it  was  forming, 
after  the  paffage  of  a  defile  at  the 
village  of  Korch,  was  vigoroufly 
attacked  in  flank  by  two  fquadrons 
of  the  regiment  of  Anfpach  cui- 
raffiers.  By  this  timely  and  fpi- 
rited  charge  all  the  troops  which 
had  pa  fled  the  defile  were  over¬ 
thrown,  and  a  great  number  of 
them  were  cut  to  pieces.  General 
Beaupuy  himfelf  was  dangeroufly 
wounded.  The  cuirafliers,  how- 
ever,  were  not  fufficiently  numerous 
to  obtain  any  permanent  advan- 
|  tage.  Th£  republicans  having,  at 
length,  rallied,  and  compelled  them 
to  retreat,  continued  their  march 
I  to  Wilftett,  and  drove,  with  little 
or  no  difficulty,  the  Swabians 
j  from  the  camp. 

The  Prince  of  Conde,  mean¬ 
while,  had  made  a  rapid  march 
with  his  corps,  to  fecure  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Kintzig.  He  arrived 
at  Offenburg,  and  joined  the  troops 
of  the  circles,  and  fom,e  Auftria'n 
detachments.  The  united  force, 
which  did  not  exceed  fifteen  thou- 
fand  men,  occupied  a  camp  at  Bi- 
hel,  about  half  a  league  in  front  of 
Offenburg,  To  drive  it  from  this 
pofition,  general  Moreau  put  in 
motion  the  greateft  part  of  his 
army.  His  intention  was,  to  at¬ 
tack  the  camp  on  all  fides.  For¬ 
tunately,  the  progrcfs  of  fome  of 
his  columns  was  retarded  by  rain, 
and  by  ikirmifhes ;  and  the  Auf- 
trians  had  time  enough  to  abandon 
their  camp,  and  effect  an  unmo- 
lefted  retreat.  The  republicans 
took  poffeffion  of  Offenburg. 


General  Latour,  on  hearing  that 
the  French  had  eroded  the  Rhine, 
collected  the  troops  which  were 
neareft  the  feene  of  adlion,  and 
marched  to  flop,  or  at  leaft  retard, 
the  career  of  the  enemy.  He  ported 
himfelf  in  a  good  pofition  on  the 
Renchen.  The  left  wing  of  the 
republican  army,  commanded  by 
Defaix,  was  ordered  to  diflodge 
him.  The  Auftrians  fought 
with  much  gallantry,  and, 
inferior  as  they  were  in 
rtrength,  even  made  feveral  defpe- 
rate  efforts  to  turn  the  flanks  of 
their  opponents.  They  were, 
however,  ultimately  defeated,  and 
compelled  to  relinquifh  their  pod, 
with  the  lofs  of  ten  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  and  feveral  hundred  men. 

The  republican  army,  eighty 
thoufand  ftrong,  had  hitherto  afted 
in  one  body.  It  was  now  divided 
by  general  Moreau,  The  right 
wing,  confiding  offomewhat  more 
than  twenty  thoufand  men,  was 
formed  into  a  feparatearmy,  which 
was  entrurted  to  general  Ferino* 
It  was  deflined  to  expel  the  Auf¬ 
trians  from  the  Brifgaw,  open  the 
partes  of  the  valleys  of  Kint¬ 
zig  and  St,  Peter,  and  of  the  foreft 
towns,  and  penetrate  between  the 
Upper  Danube  and  the  lake  of 
Conftance,  The  center  and  right, 
meanwhile,  led  by  general  Moreau 
himfelf,  were  to  defeend  the  right 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  and,  after  hav¬ 
ing  difperfed  or  driven  back  the 
Imperial  army,  were  to  proceed  by 
the  route  of  Stutgard,  through 
the  duchy  of  Wirtemberg,  to  the 
left  bank  of  the  Danube,  Ulm 
was  the  point  where  the  whole  of 
the  French  army  was  to  reunite, 
in  order  to  invade  Bavaria, 

Loflng  fight,  for  the  prefent,  of 
the  army  of  Ferino,  we  muff  turn 

to 
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to  follow  the  operations  of  the 
main  army,  under  Moreau*  It 
was,  as  we  have  Hated,  the  delign 
of  Moreau  to  move  down  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Rhine,  and.  round  the 
flank  of  the  Black  Mountains,  by 
the  route  of  Stutgard.  That  he 
might  make  this  movement  with 
fafety,  it  was  neceffary  for  him  to 
fecure  thofe  paflfes  of  the  Black 
Mountains,  by  which,  from  the 
Upper  Neckar,  the  Auflrians 
might,  if  they  retained  them,  me¬ 
nace  his  rear,  and  'interrupt  his 
communications.  He  difpatched, 
therefore,  a  part  of  his  center,  to 
attack  the  almofl  unavailable  polls 
of  the  Kniebis  and  of  Freudenfladt, 
which  were  held  by  a  corps  of  the 
Wirtemberg  and  Swabian  troops. 
Thofe  troops  made  a  better  defence 
than  they  had  made  at  Kehl,  but 
they  were,  at  length,  routed,  and 
the  French  remained  mailers  of 
both  the  pofitions. 

While  thefe  events  were  taking 
place,  the  Archduke  Charles,  who, 
from  theweakened  Hate  ofthe  Auf- 
trian  army  on  the  Upper  Rhine, 
anticipated  difaller  in  that  quar¬ 
ter,  was  hurrying  towards  Swabia, 
to  prevent,  or  remedy,  that  which 
he  dreaded.  For  the  defence  of  the 
Lower  Rhine  he  was  unable  to 
leave  more  than  thirty  thoufand 
troops,  the  command  of  which  he 
gave  to  general  Wartenfleben. 
On  his  way  he  was  informed  of 
the  lofs  of  Kehl,  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  advance  of  the  republicans. 
Before,  however,  we  trace  his 
operations  againfl  Moreau,  it  will, 
to  preferve  the  unity  of  the  narra¬ 
tive,  be  expedient  to  detail  the 
effeCls  of  his  departure  from  the 
provinces  which  he  had  fo  recently 
liberated. 

The  prog  refs  of  the  French  in 


Swabia,  and  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
force  which  general  Wartenfleben 
commanded,  were  productive,  on 
the  Lower  Rhine,  of  the  natural 
confequences.  In  that  quarter 
alfo  the  republicans  purfued  the 
war  with  redoubled  energy.  The 
divilion  of  general  Grenier  pafled 
the  Rhine,  at  Cologne,  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  June,  and  joined 
the  divilion  of  general  Kleber* 
which  had  marched  from  Duflel- 
dorf  on  the  preceding  day.  Thefe 
columns,  together  with  a  third, 
under  general  Lefebre,  which 
moved  upon  Siegen,  advanced  to¬ 
wards  the  Sieg,  which  they  crofled 
without  difficulty,  the  Auflrians 
haying  merely  an  inconfiderable 
number  of  light  troops  pofled  on 
that  river.  Jourdan  himfelf,  with 
a  divifion,  pafled  the  Rhine,  at 
Neuwied,  on  the  fecond  of  July. 
The  Auflrian  general,  Fink,  who 
was  Hationed  to  guard  the  paflage, 
fullered  himfelf  to  be  taken  by  fur- 
prife,  and  confequently  made  no 
oppofltion  to  the  invaders.  He 
was  even  on  the  point  of  falling 
into  their  hands.  The  four  repub¬ 
lican  divifions  now  effeCled  a  junc¬ 
tion.  Their  Hrength  was  flxty- 
five  thoufand  men;  a  quite  fuffi- 
cient  number  to  authorize  their 
fanguine  hopes  of  rapid  and  bril¬ 
liant  fuccefs. 

The  fuperior  force  of  general 
Jourdan  enabled  him  to  manoeuvre 
with  effeCl  on  the  flanks  of  general 
Wartenfleben,  and  even  to  menace 
his  rear.  All  that  the  Auflrian 
commander  had  it  in  his  power  to 
do,  was  to  difpute  the  ground,  as 
long  as  prudence  would  allow,  and 
by  that  means  gain  time  for  the 
arrival  of  fuccoufrs,  and  for  the 
execution  of  the  meafures  planned 
by  the  Archduke  Charles.  To 
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gain  time  was,  indeed,  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  affairs,  an  object  of 
the  utmoft  importance. 

Notwithftanding  their  numbers, 
the  republicans  were  not  uniformly 
fuccefsful  in  their  attempts  to  pufli 
forward.  On  the  third  of  July, 
one  of  their  divifions  was  defeated 
near  Montabauer,  by  general  Wer- 
neck,  who  took  from  them  fome 
cannon,  and  feveral  hundred  pri- 
foners.  This  advantage,  however, 
was  not  of  fufficient  magnitude  to 
produce  any  beneficial  effetft.  It 
was  counterbalanced,  too,  by  a 
defeat  which  an  Auftrian  diviffon 
fuffered  near  Willerfdorf.  This 
defeat  rendered  it  impracticable  for 
general  Wartenffeben  to  maintain 
any  longer,  without  imminent 
danger  of  being  furrounded,  his 
entrenched  camp  at  Neukirchen. 
In  confequence,  he  quitted  his  po» 
fftion  during  the  night,  and  re¬ 
tired,  unmolefted,  acrofs  the  Lahn. 

The  republicans  effected,  on 
the  ninth,  the  paffage  of  the 
Lahn.  A  fevere  engagement  took 
place  between  their  left  wing,  and 
the  Auftrian  diviffon,  under  gene¬ 
ral  Kray,  which  was  polled  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Butzbach.  The 
republicans  were  defeated.  This 
defeat  did  not  prevent  them  from 
advancing,  on  the  following  day, 
againft  the  Auftrian  pofftion  at 
Friedberg.  As  the  pofftion  was 
threatened,  both  in  the  front  and 
rear,  general  Wartenffeben  quitted 
it,  and  took  another  between  Al¬ 
len  Fauerbach  and  Rofbach,  where 
he  made  a  gallant  ftand,  but  whence 
he  was  ultimately  driven.  In  an¬ 
other  quarter,  likewife,  the  Auf- 
trians  were  over-maft^red.  After 
a  whole  day’s  combat,  they  were 
expelled  from  the  pofftion  of  Efch, 
At  the  clofe  of  the  con  tell  the 
‘  Vol.  XXXVIII. 
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Auftrian  commander  retired  to 
Frankfort,  The  fort  of  Konig- 
ftein  was  immediately  inverted  by 
the  French..  Its  fupply  of  water 
being  cut  off,  it  furrendered  in  a 
few  days.  The  troops  in  garri- 
fon  were  allowed  to  return  home, 
on  condition  of  not  ferving  again 

*  O  O 

till  they  had  been  exchanged. 

In  Frankfort  were  the  principal 
magazines  of  the  Auftrians,  the 
laving  of  which  was  of  the  greateff; 
confequence.  The  place,  though 
fecured  by  a  rampart  and  ditch 
from  any  hidden  attack,  was  ut¬ 
terly  incapable  of  holding  out 
againft  a  fiege.  The  Auftrians, 
neverthelefs,  put  on  the  femblance 
of  a  refolution  to  defend  it  to  ex¬ 
tremity.  The  magiftrates  were, 
on  the  thirteenth,  fummoned  by 
the  republicans  to  open  their  gates, 
but  with  this  fummons  it  was  ob- 
vioufty  not  in  their  power  to  com. 
ply.  Batteries  were,  therefore, 
ereCled  by  the  enemy,  and  a  warm 
cannonade  and  bombardment  was 
commenced,  which  fet  fire  to  the 
town  in  feveral  places.  On  the 
renewed  intreaties  of  the  terrified 
inhabitants  and  magiftrates,  gene¬ 
ral  Wartenffeben  at  length  con- 
fented  to  enter  into  a  treaty  for 
the  evacuation  of  Frankfort.  For¬ 
ty-eight  hours  were  allowed  for 
his  troops  to  quit  the  place;  and 
thus  his  great  object  of  faving  his 
magazines  was  completely  attained. 
The  Auftrian  general  di reeled  his 
retreat  towards  Afchaffenburg, 
and  the  republicans,  on  the  leven- 
teenth,  entered  Frankfort,  upon 
the  citizens  of  which  they  irripofed 
a  contribution  of  eight  millions  of 
livres.  Before  he  quitted  the  vi- 
cinity  of  the  Rhine,  M.  de  War- 
ten  11  eben  took  the  wife  precaution 
of  {Lengthening,  very  confidefably, 
[M  J  thf 
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the  garrifons  of  the  two  important 
fortreffes  of  Ehrenbreitdein  and 
Mentz. 

We  mud  now  return  to  the 
Upper  Rhine.  The  Archduke 
Charles  reached  that  quarter  at  the 
commencement  of  July  ;  and,  on 
the  third,  affembled,  near  Graben, 
the  troops  which  he  had  brought 
to  encounter  the  republican  gene¬ 
ral.  Before,  however,  he  could 
make  the  needful  arrangements  for 
adion,  the  French  gained  a  new 
advantage.  General  La  tour  oc¬ 
cupied,  in  front  of  the  Murg,  a 
good  pofition,  extending  from 
Gerfbach  to  Rail  ad  t.  In  this  po¬ 
rtion  he  was  attacked,  on  the 
fifth,  by  Moreau,  with  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  French  army.  The 
attack  commenced,  in  the  valley 
of  the  Murg,  on  the  Audrian 
left,  and  the  engagement  quickly 
became  univerfal  and  animated. 
The  battle  lalted  the  whole  of  the 
day,  and  the  carnage,  on  both 
fides,  was  terrible.  Not  a  Tingle 
pod  was  relinquiflied  by  the  Auf- 
trians,  without  tbs  mod  vigorous 
refidance,  nor,  when  lod,  without 
repeated  defperate  efforts  for  its 
recovery.  At  length,  through 
the  progrefs  which  the  French  had 
made  on  their  flanks,  their  fi tua- 
tion  becoming  perilous,  they  crof- 
fed  the  Murg,  and  retired,  during 
the  night,  to  Etlingen,  where  they 
were  joined  by  the  reinforcements 
brought  by  the  Archduke  Charles. 
The  command  of  the  whole  was 
afiumed  by  his  Royal  Highnefs. 

On  the  evening  of  the  battle  of 
Radadt,  the  Archduke  received 
intelligence  of  the  lofs  of  the  im¬ 
portant  pods  of  Freudendadt  and 
the  Kniebis.  This  lofs  was  even 
more  painful  to  him  than  the  lofs 
©f  the  recent  battle.  It  enabled 


the  enemy  to  aft,  with  great  ef- 
fed,  againd  his  left  flank  ;  it  cut 
off  his  communication  with  the 
^Prince,  of  Ccnde,  and  with  general 
Frolich,  who  was  flationed  in  the 
Brifgaw  ;  expofed  to  imminent  ha¬ 
zard  the  Auflrian  magazines  at 
Rotweil  and  Villingen  ;  and  open¬ 
ed  to  the  republicans  an  entrance 
into  the  duchy  of  Wirtemberg. 
It  alfo  compelled  him  to  weaken 
his  already  too  weak  army,  by 
fending  a  drong  corps  into  the 
mountains  on  his  left,  to  cover  his 
flank,  and  re-open  his  communica¬ 
tion  with  general  Frolich  and  the 
Prince  of  Conde. 

In  this  date  of  affairs,  ren¬ 
dered  dill  more  embarraffing  by 
the  events  which  had  occurred  on 
the  Lower  Rhine,  the  Archduke 
was  convinced  that  nothing  fhort 
of  a  decifive  vidory  would  enable 
him  to  maintain  his  ground  ;  and, 
therefore,  inferior  as  his  army  was 
in  drength  to  that  of  Moreau,  he 
determined  to  hazard  a  battle. 
The  defign  of  the  Archduke  was 
to  attack  Moreau  in  front,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  turn  his  right, 
and  menace  his  rear,  by  marching 
a  confiderable  force  through  the 
valleys  of  the  Murg,  the  Olbach, 
and  Cappel.  Precious  as,  under 
the  prelent  circumdances,  every 
moment  was,  he  was  obliged  to 
defer  the  projeded  attack  till  the 
tenth,  as  all  his  troops  were  not 
arrived. 

Moreau  was  too  fkilful  not  to 
be  aware  that  the  Archduke  would 

t 

make  a  drenuous  effort,  to  compel 
him  to  repafs  the  Rhine  ;  and  he 
deemed  it  more  prudent  to  be  him- 
felf  the  aflailant,  than  to  wait  for 
the  attack,  efpecially  as  his  anta- 
gonid  was  not  yet  joined  by  the 
whole  of  the  Imperial  forces. 
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He,  therefore,  ordered  General 
St.  Cyr  to  form  a  junction  with 
him,  by  the  valley  of  the  Murg, 
leaving,  on  the  Kniebis  and  at 
Freudenftadt,  merely  a  fufficient 
number  of  men  to  guard  thofe 
polls.  Intending  to  attack  the 
Aullrian  line  on  all  points,  it  was 
againll  the  left  of  that  line  that  he 
meant  to  dired  his  moll  vigorous 
exertions. 

The  Auftrians,  meanwhile,  had 
made  a  movement,  in  advance, 
towards  the  Murg  ;  and  the  Arch¬ 
duke  was  engaged  in  completing 
his  difpolitions,  in  order  to  give 
battle  on  the  following  day.  The 
approach  of  the  republicans,  on 
the  morning  of  the  ninth,  put  an 
end  to  his  plan. 

The  pofition  held  by  the  Auf¬ 
trians  began,  on  the  right,  at  Dur- 
merlheim,  on  the  rivulet  called 
the  Pfederbach,  and  extended,  by 
Malfch  to  the  heights  of  Roten- 
fohle,  on  the  left,  near  the  abbey 
of  Frawenalb.  At  the  extremity 
of  the  left,  a  corps  of  Saxons  was 
marching  to  Wildbaden,  on  the 
Entz,  to  ad,  on  the  enfuing  day, 
againll  the  enemy’s  right. 

The  combat  between  the  hod ile 
armies  foon  began.  The  center 
and  left  of  the  French  attacked 
the  Aullrians  with  great  fpirit. 
[The  village  of  Malfch  was  thrice 
taken  and  retaken.  All  the  dif- 
pofable  infantry  of  each  party  was, 
■ill  ten  at  night,  fucceffively  em¬ 
ployed  in  endeavouring  to  conquer 
Pr  recover  this  poll,  which  finally 
'emained  in  the  power  of  the  Auf- 
viaos.  The  French  were  equally 
oiled  in  their  attempts  upon  every 
>ther  point  of  the  Imperial 
center  and  right.  The  day  con¬ 
cluded  without  their  having  there 
gained  a  fingle  inch  of  ground. 


The  Imperial  left  wing,  under 
General  Keim,  though  it  difplayed 
no  lefs  courage  than  the  other  di- 
vifions,  was  lefs  fortunate.  To 
penetrate  in  this  quarter  being  his 
main  objed,  Moreau  devoted  to 
the  attack  of  General  Keim  a  large 
portion  of  the  republican  army. 
The  attack  was  entrufted  to  Ge¬ 
neral  St.  Cyr,  one  of  the  moll 
didinguifhed  officers  in  the  French 
fervice.  The  combat  began  on 
this  fide  by  the  French  falling  on 
the  feparate  corps  of  Saxons,  which 
they  defeated,  and  forced  to  re¬ 
tire  to  Pfortzheim.  They  then 
marched  againll  the  Imperialills, 
whom,  with  confiderable  difficulty, 
they  drove  from  the  poil  of  Her- 
nalb.  This,  however,  was  only 
the  commencement  of  their  toils. 
It  was  neceffary  for  them  to  carry 
the  Aullrian  pofition,  on  the  flat 
fummit  of  the  Peep  and  woody 
mountain  of  Rotenfohle.  In  four 
aflaults  they  were  repulfed,  and 
purfued  to  the  foot  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  with  great  daughter.  A 
fifth  affault  was  now  made  by  an 
entirely  frelh  and  more  numerous 
body  of  troops,  which  had  been 
kept  in  referve  by  St.  Cyr.  The 
Auftrians  fought  with  the  utmoft 
obftinacy,  but,  wearied  and  out¬ 
numbered,  they  were  finally  ex¬ 
pelled  from  the  long-contefted  poll. 
General  Keim,  neverthejefs,  ef¬ 
fected  his  retreat  to  Pfortzheim, 
in  fpite  of  the  warm  purfuit  o£ 
the  enemy. 

This  aftion  coft  the  Imperialills 
two  thoufand  men  ;  of  whom  one 
half  were  taken  prifoners.  The 
French  purchafed  their  victory  by 
a  lofs  at  leaft  equal  to  that  of  their 
opponents. 

The  defeat  of  his  left  wing 
giving  the  enemy  pofteflion  of  all 
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the  paflfes  in  the  mountains,  it  was 
no  longer  poffible  for  the  Arch¬ 
duke  to  maintain  his  ground  bn 
the  Rhine.  Nor  was  it  prudent 
even  to  delay  a  retreat,  as  General 
St.  Cyr,  on  the  morning  after  the 
battle,  defcended  the  valley  of  the 
Entz,  as  far  as  Newenburg,  and 
threatened  to  cut  off  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  Auftrians  with  the 
Neckar.  The  archduke,  therefore, 
fell  back,  on  the  tenth,  to  Pfortz- 
heim.  But,  previoufly  to  his 
quitting  the  Rhine,  he  threw 
ftrong  garrifons  into  Manheim 
and  Philipfburgh,  well  knowing 
that,  either  in  cafe  of  his  fuccefs 
or  defeat,  the  force  which  was 
thus  left  on  the  Rhine,  (by  himfelf 
and  General  Wartenfleben),  could 
not  fail  of  being  productive  of  in¬ 
finite  embarraflment  to  the  enemy. 
That  force  was,  indeed,  of  refpec- 
table  magnitude.  In  the  four 
garrifons  of  Manheim,  Philipf- 
burg,  Mentz,  and  Ehrenbreit- 
ftein,  it  was  little  fhort  of  twenty- 
five  thoufand  men. 

At  Pfortzheim,  the  archduke 
made  a  halt  of  three  days  ;  but 
finding  that  the  republicans  ftiil 
prefixed  forward,  and  that,  to  cut 
off  his  communication  with  the 
Prince  of  Conde  and  General  Fro- 
lich,  they  were  preparing  to  attack 
him,  he  withdrew  in  the  night 
of  the  fourteenth,  and  took  a  po- 
fition  at  Vahingen,  on  the  river 
Entz.  As  the  enemy  continued 
to  advance  upon  Stutgard,  his 
royal  highnefs  next  moved  to 
Ludwigfburg,  and  detached  two 
corps,  to  feize  the  bridges  over 
the  Neckar,  at  Canftadt,  Ober 
Turckheim,  and  Efiingen,  in 
order  to  cover  his  left  flank,  and 
fegure  the  great  road  to  Ulm,  by 


which  he  communicated  with  his 
principal  magazines. 

The  republicans  entered  Stut¬ 
gard,  on  the  eighteenth,  j  j 
and,  at  four  in  the  after-  J 
noon,  they  made  a  flrenuous 
effort  to  diflodge  thofe  Auflrian 
corps,  which  covered  the  bridges 
over  the  Neckar,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Canftadt,  and  alfo  the  high 
road  to  Ludwingfburg.  In  their 
attacks  upon  the  corps  on  the  left, 
which  under  General  Baiilet,  de¬ 
fended  the  heights  of  Canftadt, 
they  were  thrice  repulfed,  and  were 
ultimately  compelled  to  deflft. 
On  the  right,  which  was  headed 
by  Prince  John  of  Lichtenftein, 
and  was  pofted  between  Canftadt 
and  Feurbach,  they  at  flrft  made 
a  ferious  impreflion.  Prince  Lich¬ 
tenftein,  not  having  a  fufticient 
number  of  troops  to  occupy  fully 
a  commanding  ground,  on  his  right 
flank,  the  enemy  became  matters 
of  it,  enfiladed  his  line,  which 
they  at  the  fame  moment,  attacked 
vigoroufly  in  front,  and  were  with 
difficulty  prevented  from  penetrat¬ 
ing  into  his  rear.  The  Auflrian 
general,  neverthelefs,  determined 
to  defend  himfelf  till  the  laft 
moment,  that  he  might  give  time 
for  the  arrival  of  General  Devay, 
who  was  marching  to  his  fuccour. 
Devay,  at  length  came  up,  and 
drove  the  republicans  from  the 
height,  while  Prince  Lichtenftein 
affailed  them  in  front.  Thefe 
movements  decided  the  conteft  in 
favour  of  the  Auftrians.  At  nine 
in  the  evening,  the  enemy  quitted 
the  field  of  battle;  having  fuftained 
a  lots  of  fifteen  hundred  men. 
The  lofs  of  the  Auftrians  was 
about  nine  hundred. 

For  the  purpofe  of  faving  his 
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magazines  on  the  upper  Danube, 
and  more  perfectly  covering  his 
communication  with  Ulm,  the 
Archduke  now  croffed  the  Neckar, 
with  his  army,  and  encamped 
between  the  Rems  and  the  Fils, 
leaving  a  corps  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Neckar,  in  front  of  Eflingen. 
As  a  preliminary  Hep  to  driving 
his  royal  highnefs  from  this  po¬ 
rtion,  Moreau  refolved  to  attack 
the  corns  which  remained  on  the 

i 

left  of  the  Neckar,  under  Ge-  ' 
neral  Hotze.  Fortunately,  the 
Archduke  obtained  information  of 
Moreau’s  defign,  early  enough  to 
reinforce  Hotze,  and  to  enable 
that  general  to  take  the  neceflary 
meafures  for  a  vigorous  defence. 
On  the  twenty-firft,  at  feven 
in  the  morning,  the  republicans 
commenced  the  projefted  attack. 
To  conceal  their  real  purpofe, 
they  made  feints  along  the  whole 
front,  and  on  the  right,  of  the 
Auftrian  line.  But  it  was  againft 
the  pofition  of  Ellingen  that  they 
fpeedily  diredfed  their  principal 
efforts.  In  that  quarter,  the  con- 
tefl  continued  till  eight  o’clock  in 
the  evening.  Their  inceffantly 
renewed  onfets  were,  however, 
repulfed  by  the  Heady  bravery  of 
the  AuHrians,  who  fought  under 
great  difad  vantages  ;  fome  of  them 
having  been  under  arms,  and 
others  having  marched,  all  the 
preceding  night.  A  battalion  of 
the  Hungarian  regiment  of  Spleny, 
particularly  diHinguifhed  itfelf  on 
this  octalion.  It  combated  from 
the  beginning:  to  the  clofe  of  the 
battle,  without  being  relieved, 
or  driven  from  its  poH,  notwith¬ 
standing,  it  fuHained  a  lofs  of 
between  three  and  four  hundred 
xnen.  This  hard-contefted  affair. 
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coH  the  AuHrians  a  thoufand  men, 
and  their  antagoniHs  nearly  double 
that  number. 

This  check  was  not  of  confe- 
quence  enough  to  prevent  Moreau 
from  adling  with  as  much  vigour 
as  before.  On  the  following  day, 
he  made  a  general  movement, 
from  his  left  to  his  right,  with 
the  defign  of  eroding  the  Neckar, 
above  Ellingen,  turning  the  left 
of  the  AuHrians,  and  gaining:  be- 
fore  them  the  road  of  Donawert, 
and  the  paffes  which  lead  through 
the  Alb  mountains,  or  Swabian 
Alps.  The  Archduke,  however, 
penetrated  into  the  fcheme  of  his 
adverfary,  and  rendered  it  nuga¬ 
tory,  by  a  timely  retreat.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  he  quitted 
the  Neckar,  and  matched,  in  two 
columns,  by  the  valleys  of  the 
Rems  and  the  Fils,  to  Schorndorf, 
and  thence  to  Gemund,  at  which 
latter  place  he  fixed  his  head 
quarters. 

While  thefe  events  were  palling 
in  the  Duchy  of  Wirtemberg, 
the  corps  under  Ferino  was  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  right  bank  of  the 
Danube.  This  force  was  oppofed 
by  three  divifions,  of  inadequate 
Hrength,  commanded  by  Generals 
Staray  and  Fro  ich,  and  the  Prince 
of  Conde.  After  feveral  fmart 
conteils,  Ferino  compelled  the 
AuHrians  to  abandon  the  valley 
of  the  Kintzig,  and  retire  to 
Villingen.  On  the  fixteenth,  he 
was  reinforced  by  two  additional 
divifions,  the  one  of  which  palled 
the  Rhine  at  Brifach,  and  the  other 
at  Huningen.  The  fir  if  of  thefe. 
moved  forwards,  by  the  vallies  or 
Hell  and  St.  Peter;  the  latter  took 
the  route  of  the  foreH  towns*  and 
pufhed  onward  to  the  lake  of 
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Conftance.  As  the  republicans 
advanced,  the  Auftrians  retired 
Howly,  and  with  trifling  lofs. 
Towards  the  clofe  of  the  month, 
General  Staray  joined  the  Arch¬ 
duke  ;  and,  in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft,  the  Prince  of  Conde  and 
General  brolich,  took  port  behind 
the  Iller  and  the  Roth,  the  former 
at  Memmingen,  and  the  latter  at 
Weiflenhorn. 

At  the  other  extremity  of  the 
vaft  line  of  operations,  Jourdan 
prefled  on  with  equal  fuccefs.  He 
was,  neverthelefs,  much  retarded, 
by  the  {kill  of  General  Wartcn- 
lleben,  who  not  merely  withdrew 
undefeated,  and  in  excellent  order, 
but  even  gained  fome  advantages 
over  his  antagonift.  Wartenfleben 
retired  by  the  route  of  Wurtzburgh, 
Schweinfurt,  Bamberg,  and  For- 
cheim,  to  LaufF,  on  the  Pegnitz, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  he 
detfgned  to  make  a  ftand.  Finding, 
however,  that  Jourdan  was  making 
formidable  preparations  to  attack 
him,  and  that  his  pofltion  was  a 
bad  one,  he  continued  his  retreat 
to  Amberg,  at  which  place  he 
arrived  on  the  eleventh  of  Auguft, 
having  compelled  the  republicans 
to  fpend  nearly  a  month  in  open- 
their  way  from  Frankfort  to  the 
vicinity  of  Amberg. 

The  republicans  fpeedily  reaped 
a  part  of  thofe  advantages  which 
they  expe&ed  from  the  invafion  of 
Germany.  Intimidated  by  the  pro- 
grefs  of  theFrench  armies,  fome  ol  the 
German  princes  and  ftates  haftened 
to  purchafe  a  daftardly  peace,  at 
the  expence  of  enormous  films  of 
money,  their  honour,  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  their  common  country. 


The  way  was  led  by  the  Duke  of 
Wirtemberg,  who  obtain-  j  . 
ed  an  armiftice  from  Gene-  **  ^ 

ral  Moreau,  on  condition 
of  withdrawing  his  contingent 
from  the  imperial  army,  paying 
four  millions  of  livres,  and  fur- 
nifhing  the  invaders  with  pro- 
viflons,  and  other  articles  of  which 
they  were  in  great  want.  This 
armiftice  was  neceflarily  followed 
by  the  conclufion  of  a  peace  be¬ 
tween  his  royal  highnefs  and  the 
French  republic.  By  the  treaty  *, 
the  duke  not  only  ceded  to  the 
republic  all  the  territories  which 
belonged  to  him  on  the  left  ,  bank  of 
the  Pdiine,  and  gave  an  unlimited 
permiflion  for  the  enemy  to  make 
his  dominions  the  feat  of  war,  but 
broke  off  all  connection  with  the 
Germanic  body,  for  the  defence 
of  which  he  promifed  never  more 
to  furnifh,  on  any  pretext,  the 
flighteft  afliftance. 

The  example  of  the  Duke  was 
followed  by  the  Margrave  T  . 
of  Baden.  The  price  of  the  *'U  ^ 
armiftice  granted  to  him  2-<*‘ 
was,  twenty-height  thoufand  pair 
of  Ihoes,  a  thoufand  horfes,  two 
thoufand  facks  of  oats,  four  thou¬ 
fand  quintals  of  grain,  and  two 
millions  of  livres.  The  armiftice 
was  fucceeded  by  a  treaty  f,  of  a 
fimilar  tenor  with,  but  even  more 
difgraceful  than,  that  concluded 
by  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg. 
The  Margrave  did  not  merely 
give  up  his  territories  on  the  left 
bank.  He  alfo  yielded  to  the 
French,  under  the  difguife  of  a 
towing  path,  a  narrow  portion  of 
territory  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine. 


*  See  Slate  Papers,  p.  *259* 
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The  two  petty  foverelgns  did 
not,  however,  fell  their  honour 
and  their  country,  without  ftipu- 
lating  to  receive  for  them  a  va¬ 
luable  confideration.  By  private 
articles,  in  the  treaties,  it  was 
agreed  that,  at  the  conclufion  of 
peace  with  the  Germanic  body, 
the  duke  and  the  margrave  fhould 
obtain  an  indemnification  at  the 
expence  of  the  dominions  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  ecclefiaflical  princes  of 
the  empire.  The  republicans, 
bound  themfelves  to  infift  upon 
the  fecularizing  of  the  territories 
of  Oberkirchen,  Zwieralten,  and 
Elwangen,  as  a  reward  to  the 
-  Duke  of  Wirtemberg.  The 
Margrave  of  Baden  was  to  obtain, 
as  his  (hare  of  the  fpoil,  a  part  of 
the  bifhoprics  of  Conftance  and 
Spire,  the  abbey  of  Reichenau, 
the  provoftfhip  of  Ochringen,  the 
bailliages  of  Schlingen  and  Et- 
tenheim,  and  the  city  of  Slingen- 
ftadt,  with  fome  adjacent  diftricfs. 
For  thefe  and  a  few  minor  benefits, 
the  margrave,  in  addition  tp  the 
ceffions  which  he  made  by  the 
public  articles  of  the  treaty,  con- 
fented*:o  furnifh  an  immenfe  quan¬ 
tity  of  fhip-timber ;  to  cede  the 
fortrefs  of  Kehl,  and  fifty  acres  of 
land,  in  front  of  the  bridge  head 
of  Huningen  ;  and  likewife  to 
pay  a  monthly  contribution  of 
twenty  thoufmd  livres,  till  the 
figning  of  preliminaries  of  peace 
between  the  French  republic  and 
hisnmperial  majefly. 

The  circle  of  Swabia,  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  was  the  next 
that  fued  to  the  conqueror.  It 
abandoned  the  caufe  of  the  empire, 
and  agreed  ta  furnifh  to  the  re¬ 
publicans,  a  hundred  thoufmd  pair 
of  {hoes,  a  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 


fand  quintals  of  hay,  a  hundred 
thoufand  facks  of  oats,  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  quintals  of  corn, 
five  thoufand  oxen,  eight  thou¬ 
fand  four  hundred  horfes,  and  the 
enormous  fum  of  nineteen  mil¬ 
lions  of  livres.  Thefe  contribu¬ 
tions  were  exclufive  of  thofe  fup- 
plied  by  Wirtemberg  and  Baden. 

The  circle  of  Franconia  was 
not  lefs  hardly  treated.  It  was 
compelled  to  provide  two 
thoufand  horfes,  and  ten 
millions  of  livres.  Exclu- 
fively  of  which,  twelve  millions 
of  livres,  and  articles  to  am  equal 
amount,  were  extorted  from  only' 
the  four  towns  of  Bamberg,  Wurtz- 
burgh,  Schweinfurt,  and  Nurem¬ 
berg. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  period,  the 
elector  of  Saxony,  under  the  me. 
diation  of  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
concluded,  with  the  French  re¬ 
public,  a  treaty  of  neutrality,  in 
confequence  of  which  his  con¬ 
tingent,  confiding  of  nine  thou¬ 
fand  men,  was  recalled  from  the 
Auftrian  army. 

The  value  of  the  contributions 
drawn  by  the  French  from  the 
provinces  of  Swabia  and  Fran¬ 
conia  alone,  not  including  the  kill 
more  opprefiive  item  of  plunder 
amounted  to  nearly  two  millions 
and  a  half  fterling  ;  a  fum  which, 
had  it  been  expended  as  it  ought 
to  have  been,  would  have  been 
amply  fufficient  to  raife  and  pay 
an  army,  capable  of  making  re¬ 
publican  France  find  employment 
enough  for  her  troops  within  the 
limit  of  her  own  territory.  So 
true  it  is,  that  the  price  of  ruin 
and  difgrace,  is  far  more  coftly 
than  that  of  fafety  and  honour. 

We  mull  now  return  to  trace 
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the  movements  of  the  hoftile  ar¬ 
mies.  The  progrefs  of  Jourdan 
on  the  Mayn,  and  of  Ferino  on 
the  Danube,  made  it  necefiary  for 
the  Archduke  to  break  upfiom- 
Gemund,  on  the  twenty  fixth  of 
July,  and  continue  his  retrograde 
march  through  the  Alb  mountains, 
towards  the  frontier  of  Bavaria, 
On  his  route,  he  received  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  treaty,  which  the 
circle  of  Swabia  had  concluded 
with  the  enemy  ;  and  he,  in  con- 
fequence,  ordered  General  Frolich 
to  furround  and  difarm  the  Swa¬ 
bian  troops,  and  oblige  them  to 
difperfe,  behind  the  line  of  opera¬ 
tions.  He  fell  back  fucceffively, 
by  Heydenheim  and  Nerefheim, 
to  Nordlingen,  at  which  place  he 
arrived  on  the  third  of  Auguft, 
and  refolved  to  paufe,  and  take 
meafures  for  executing  a  plan  of 
attack  upon  the  republicans, 

Moreau  cautioufiy  followed  the 
Heps  of  the  Archduke,  through  the 
crooked  defiles  of  the  Swabian 
Alps.  Little  acquainted  with  the 
country,  the  mountainous  nature 
of  which  forced  him  to  march  his 
army  in  feparare  bodies,  and  ren¬ 
dered  the  communication  between 
them  exceedingly  difficult,  he  was 
more  afraid  of  being  affailed,  than 
difpofed  to  become  the  affailant. 
'Nothing,  therefore,  occurred  but 
Ikirmifhes,  in  all  of  which  the 
,  advantage  remained  on  the  fide  of 
>  the  Auftrians. 

On  the  right  bank  of  the  Da¬ 
nube,  Ferino  could  only  gain 
ground  in  proportion  as  tire  main 
army  advanced  on  the  oppofite 
bank;  and  his  progrefs  was  confe- 
quently  flow.  By  the  eleventh  of 
Auguft,  he  had  merely  obliged  the 
Pjrince  pf  Conde  to  retire  from  the 


Iller  to  the  Mindel,  on  which 
latter  river  the  prince  took  poll, 
inTront  of  Mindelheim. 

While  the  prince  held  this  po, 
lition,  a  gallant  action  was  fought 
at  Ober  Kandach,  which  reflected 
great  honour  on  the  emigrant 
corps.  Two  thoufand  two  hun¬ 
dred  of  the  battalions  of  infatiterie 
noble  attacked,  and,  after  a  hard 
and  fanguinary  conteft,  overthrew 
five  thoufand  republicans.  The 
lofs  of  the  emigrant  corps  amount¬ 
ed  to  feven  hundred  men ;  four 
hundred  of  whom  belonged  to  the 
battalions  of  infanterie  noble.  In 
this  adlion  the  troops  were  led 
on,  amid  the  botteft  of  the  fire, 
by  the  Duke  d’Enghein.  The 
fuccefs  was,  however,  produdfive 
only  of  honour.  The  fuperiority 
of  the  enemy’s  numbers,  and  the 
courfe  of  events  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Danube,  made  it  prudent 
for  the  Prince  of  Conde  to  break 
up  from  Mindelheim,  and  continue 
his  retreat  towards  the  Lech,  in  the 
direction  of  Landfberg.  The  circle 
of  Swabia  was  thus  left  entirely 
in  pofieffion  of  the  republicans. 

By  referring  to  the  map  of 
the  feat  pf  war,  and  tracing 
lines,  from  Cologne  and  Strafburgh, 
to  the  frontier  of  Bavaria,  it 
will  be  feen  that,  at  the  opening 
of  the  campaign,  the  French  and 
Auftrian  armies  commenced  their 
operations  at  the  oppofite  points 
of  the  bafe  of  a  triangle,  along 
two  fides  of  which  triangle,  the 
latter  fucceffively  retreated,  and 
the  former  advanced,  till  they 
had  now  nearly  reached  its  apex. 
From  this  apex,  however,  the 
Auftrians  were  ncceffiarily  lefs  dis¬ 
tant  than  their  enemies,  and, 
confeqtiently,  had  a  Ihorter  line  to 
8  move 
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move  over,  when  they  wifhed  to 
aft  in  conjunftion,  againft  either 
of  the  republican  armies.  Of  this 
circumftance  the  Archduke  fkilfully 
determined  to  avail  himfelf,  in 
order  to  bring  an  overpowering 
force  to  bear  againft  the  one  or 
the  other  of  his  opponents.  With 
this  view  he  had,  early  in  the 
month,  fent  inftruftions  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Wartenfleben,  at  Bamberg, 
to  approach  clofer  to  him  with 
his  army.  But  Wartenfleben 
having  been  under  the  neceflity 
of  continuing  his  retreat  to  Am. 
berg,  thefe  inftruftions  could  not 
immediately  be  carried  intoeffeft; 
nor  could  the  Archduke  be  ap¬ 
prized  in  time  of  the  change  which 
had  taken  place. 

Having  fafely  pafled  the  defiles 
of  the  Swabian  Alps,  Moreau 
direfted  his  march  upon  Nordlin- 
gen,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
which  place  the  Archduke  was 
encamped.  Several  lkirmifhes, 
with  various  fuccefs,  took  place 
between  fmall  divifions  of  the 
two  armies.  On  the  approach  of 
Moreau,  the  Archduke  moved 
from  Nordlingen,  and,  to  cover 
more  effeftually  the  roads  from 
that  city  and  Oettingen  to  Do- 
nawerf,  he  occupied  a  pofttion 
acrofs  the  Eger  rivulet,  his  right 
being  near  Allerheim,  his  center 
near  Mettingen,  and  his  left  to¬ 
wards  Hohen- Altheim.  An  ad¬ 
vanced  guard,  under  General 
Hotze,  was  ftationed  behind  the 
village  of  Eglingen.  The  repub¬ 
licans  pofted  themfelves  in  front 
of  Nerefheim  ;  their  right  wing 
being  at  Difchingen,  their  center 
at  Dunfelchingen,  and  their  left 
wing  near  the  village  of  Schwein- 
dorif.  On  the  right  and  left, 
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they  had  flanking  corps,  at  Ober 
Meldingen  and  Bopfingen. 

The  Archduke  now  refolved  to 
make  fuch  a  vigorous  effort  againft 
the  army  of  Moreau,  as  fhould, 
perhaps,  compel  that  army  to 
meafure  back  haftily  at  leaft  a 
part  of  the  ground  over  which  it 
had  advanced.  The  republicans, 
however,  having  yet  a  fuperi- 
ority  of  numbers,  he  deemed  it 
proper  to  make  his  attack  by 
furprife.  The  marches  of  the 
troops  were,  in  confequence,  fo 
arranged,  that  the  columns  might 
be  in  motion  to  the  points  of 
attack  before  daj^-break,  on  the 
morning  of  the  eleventh.  While 
thefe  preparations  were  carrying 
on,  the  French  made,  upon  Ge¬ 
neral  Hotze’s  corps,  feveral  vehe¬ 
ment  but  fruitlefs  affaults,  which 
did  not  induce  the  Archduke  to 
depart  from  his  intention. 

The  plan  of  the  Archduke  was 
to  bend  his  principal  exertions 
againft  the  center  and  right  of  the 
republicans,  to  turn  th^r  right, 
and  compel  them  to  make  their 
retreat  by  bad  and  circuitous  roads. 
Unfortunately,  a  violent  ftorm, 
which  lafted  feveral  hours,  ren¬ 
dered  the  night  fo  dark,  and  the 
roads  fo  heavy,  that  the  troops 
and  artillery  could  not  perform 
their  movements  in  lefs  than 
double  the  calculated  time.  The 
motions  of  the  Auftrians  were  dif- 
t  covered  by  the  French,  who 
adopted  meafures  of  defence,  and 
thus  all  the  advantages  were  loft 
of  an  attack  by  furprife.  Con¬ 
fiding  in  the  valour  of  his  foldiers, 
the  archduke,  never thelefs,  perfe- 
vered  in  the  fcheme  which  he  had 
formed. 

The  battle  began  at  feven  in 
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the  morning.  Three  Auftrian  co¬ 
lumns  aflailedthe  republican  center 
and  right,  while  a  fourth  column, 
under  General  Riefe,  turned  their 
right,  and  moved  towards  their 
rear.  The  conflict  was  of  the 
moft  obftinate  kind.  On  feveral 
points  of  the  republican  front,  the 
Auftrians  gained  confiderable  ad¬ 
vantages.  A  part  of  thefe,  how¬ 
ever,  they  were  compelled  to  re- 
linquifh,  by  General  Moreau 
bringing  up  his  referve,  and  fall¬ 
ing  on  their  flank.-  But  the  corps 
led  by  General  Riefe,  was  com¬ 
pletely  fuccefsful*  It  defeated  the 
divifion  oppofed  to  it,  advanced 
as  far  as  Heydenheim,  in  the  rear 
of  Moreau,  and  compelled  the 
republicans  to  remove  precipitately 
their  magazines  of  ammunition  to 
Kceningfbrun  and  Aalen,  at  a  great 
diftance  from  the  army  of  Moreau, 
which  was  thus  left  almoft  with¬ 
out  ammunition.  While  the  Arch¬ 
duke  was  preparing  to  renew  the 
conteft,  he  received  information 
that  Wartenfleben  had  retired  to 
Amberg,  and  that  Jourdan  had 
arrived  at  Nuremberg.  As,  even  if 
vi&orious,  his  Royal  Highnefs 
would  now  be  under  the  necefiity* 
of  retreating  to  Donawert,  and  if 
he  were  unfuccefsful,  a  retreat 
might  be  followed  by  difaftrous 
confequences,  he  determined  to 
difcontinue  the  battle,  and  begin 
his  march  towards  Donawert. 
His  lofs  on  this  occafton  did  not 
exceed  fifteen  hundred  men  ;  that 
of  the  French  was  double  the 
number,  of  whom  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  were  prifoners. 

In  the  prefent  flate  of  things, 
Jourdan  was  the  general  whofe 
progrefs  it  was  moft  neceflary  to 
arreft  without  delay.  The  arch- 
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duke,  therefore,  refolved  to  effect 
a  junction  with  Wartenfleben,  and 
to  fall  upon  Jourdan,  with  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Auftrian  force; 
leaving,  for  the  defence  of  Ba¬ 
varia,  an  army  juft  fufficient  to 
retard  the  march  of  Moreau,  long 
enough  to  give  time  for  his  royal 
highnefs  to  return  to  the  protection 
of  the  hereditary  ftates.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  on  the  evening  of  the  battle, 
the  Archduke  withdrew  to  the  pe¬ 
tition  which  he  had  occupied,  pre- 
vioufly  to  his  advancing  againft 
Moreau,  whence,  on  the  following 
morning  he  continued  his  retreat 
to  Donawert,  where  he  was  joined 
by  Generals  Hotze  and  Riefe. 
On  the  part  of  the  republicans  no 
attempt  was  made  to  interrupt  this 
retreat. 

Before  we  follow  the  march  of 
the  Archduke  Charles,  we  muft 
ftop  for  a  while,  to  notice  the 
conduCl  of  the  republican  armies, 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  Fran¬ 
conia  and  Swabia.  That  conduft 
was  fo  infamous  that  language  has 
no  terms  fufficiently  ftrong,  to 
deferibe,  or  to  reprobate  it.  Ne¬ 
ver  was  the  irruption  into  any 
country,  of  a  horde  of  even  the 
moft  ferocious  fa  vages,  marked  by 
afts  of  fuch  deteftable  wickednefs, 
as  diftinguiflied  the  invation  of 
Germany,  by  the  monfters  in  hu¬ 
man  fhape,  who  aflumed  the  title 
of  the  foldiers  of  liberty.  It 
feemed,  indeed,  as  if,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  renovated  French  were 
anxious  to  prove,  beyond  the 
poflibility  of  difpute,  their  pre¬ 
eminence  in  bafenefs  and  cruelty. 

That  plunder  (hould  be  indulged 
in  by  an  invading  enemy,  was 
certainly  rather  a  fubjeft  of  regret 
than  of  wonder.  But,  not  con¬ 
tent 
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tent  with  the  common  modes  of 
depriving  the  Germans  of  their 
property,  nor  with  difinterring  the 
dead,  and  tearing  open  the  bodies 
to  fearch  for  gold,  the  republi¬ 
cans,  with  a  truly  diabolical  ma¬ 
lignity,  took  delight  in  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  every  thing  which  cir. 
cumftances  prevented  them  from 
turning  to  advantage.  The  fur¬ 
niture  of  houfes,  and  the  imple¬ 
ments  of  agriculture,  were  fre¬ 
quently  broken  into  fragments  ; 
the  veffels  were  ftaved  in  the  cel¬ 
lars  ;  the  winter  ftores  of  bread 
and  corn,  which  could  not  be 
eaten  or  carried  away,  were  de¬ 
filed  with  fand,  allies,  and  ordure ; 
and  the  oxen  and  other  animals 
were  either  harnftrung,  mutilated, 
firangled,  or  hacked  in  pieces. 
Happy  indeed  would  it  have  been, 
had  the  barbarity  of  the  invaders 
been  exercifed  only  on  brute  and 
inanimate  objetts.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  the  cafe.  Children 
and  old  men  were  treated  with  the 
utmoft  inhumanity  ;  and  the  ftck, 
and  thofe  who  were  on  the  point  of 
death,  were  often  dragged  from 
their  beds,  kicked,  buffeted,  and 
wounded.  But  it  was  the  female 
fex  which  was  compelled  to  fuffer 


the  larged:  fliare  of  torment  and 
mifery.  Neither  the  tendered  nor 
the  mod:  decrepid  age,  nor  the 
mod  loathfome  difeafe,  could  fhield 
females  from  the  lull  of  a  ferocious 
foldiery.  Decency  forbids  a  de- 
fcription  of  many  of  the  difgufting 
enormities  which  were  committed. 
It  is  fufficient  to  date,  that  the 
republicans  publicly  and  indifcri- 
minately  violated  girls  who  were 
fcarcely  more  than  infants,  aged 
perfons,  women  in  childbed,  the 
dying,  and  the  dead  !  Hufhands, 
fathers,  and  children,  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  witnefs  thefe  horrible 
fcenes.  To  crown  the  whoie,  the 
churches  were  made  the  theatres  of 
the  vileft  blafphemy  and  obfcenity, 
the  mmifters  of  religion  were  un¬ 
relentingly  perfecuted,  the  crofs 
was  trampled  under  foot  or  burned, 
and,  in  one  place,  the  figure  of 
Satan  was  cut  from  a  pifture,  and 
triumphantly  ere&ed  on  the  altar 
ol  the  Deity.  Such  was  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  republicans.  We  muff 
now  proceed  to  relate  the  meafures 
which  the  Archduke  adopted,  to 
drive  them  from  thofe  provinces 
which  they  had  oppreffed  and  out¬ 
raged  by  their  monfirous  exactions 
and  criities. 


CHAP.  XI. 

March  of  the  Archduke  Charles  againf  General  Jour  dan.  He  leaves  Qe- 
neral  La  tour,  with  a  part  of  his  army,  to  defend  Bavaria,  General 
W irtenfleben  compelled  to  retreat  to  the  Naab.  Movements  oj  the  Arch¬ 
duke.  Defeat  of  General  Bernadotte.  The  Archduke  forms  a  plan  of  at¬ 
tack  upon  J  our  dan' s  army.  Jour  dan  precipitately  retires.  He  is  defeat¬ 
ed  at  Amberg.  The  Archduke  makes  himfelf  mafler  of  JVurtzburgh,  be¬ 
fore  Jourdan  can  arrive.  Battle  of  JVurtzburgh  ,  The  Trench  are  entire . 
ly  defeated.  The  citadel  of  JVi urtzburgh  capitulates.  Count  Meerfeldt  de¬ 
tached  to  form  a  corps  on  the  enemy' s  rear.  Jourdan  defigns  to  p&Ji  him¬ 
felf  at  Bergen.  The  Aitftrians  defeat  a  republican  corps  at  Afchaffenburgh , 
and  prevent  him .  He  continues  his  retreat ,  in  the  utmojl  diforder,  to  the 
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Lahn.  Hatred  of  the  peaf ants  againft  his  army.  He  quits  the  Lahn ,  and 
retreats  to  the  Sieg.  His  rear-guard  is  defeated ,  and  General  Marceaii 
mortally  wounded  and  made  prifoncr .  Conclufi on  of  fourdan’ s  retreat. 
The  Archduke  marches  towards  the  Upper  Rhine .  Operations  of  Mo¬ 
reau  and  Latour  in  Bavaria.  General  Latour  is  defeated  at  Friedberg , 
and  compelled  to  retire  behind  the  Ifer.  Ceffation  of  hofidtties  between  the 
French  and  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  fritical  fituation  of  Moreau.  He  is 
attacked  by  the  Aujlrians ,  but  repulfes  them .  He  is  defeated  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  force  the  paffage  of  the  Ifer.  Alarmed  at  his  fituation ,  Mcreatt 
refolves  to  fall  back.  He  fendsy  but  in  vain ,  a  corps  over  the  Danube  to 
harafs  the  rear  of  the  Archduke.  Commencement  of  his  retreat .  Opera¬ 
tions  of  an  Auflrian  corpsy  under  General  Petrarfchy  in  Swabia.  Ge¬ 
neral  Petrarfch  defeats  the  French  in  fcveral  engagementsy  and  advances 
to  Kehl.  He  carries  Kehly  by  affuuliy  hut  unfortunately  is  foon  dfiodged 
fro?n  it  by  the  republicans.  He  marches  to  the  Neckary  to  hang  on  the  flank 
of  Moreau , 


IN  purfuance  of  the  plan  which 
he  had  formed,  the  Archduke 
Charles  eroded  the  Danube,  at 
Donawert,  on  the  thirteenth,  and 
employed  the  next  day  in  making 
preparations  for  his  march.  To 
general  Latour  he  confided  a  con- 
liderable  part  of  his  ariiiy,  for  the 
defence  of  Bavaria.  With  the  re¬ 
mainder,  confiding  of  about  twenty 
thoufand  of  his  bed  troops,  he,  on 
the  fifteenth,  quitted  Donawert, 
the  bridge  at  which  place  he  or¬ 
dered  to  be  burnt,  and  proceeded 
rapidly  along  the  right  bank  of  the 
Danube.  He  repaded  the  river,  on 
the  feventeenth,  at  Neuburg  and 
Ingoldadt,  near  which  places  he 
halted  for  a  day.  Ingoldadt  being 
defenfible,and,  in  confequence  of  its 
bridge,  the  head  of  which,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  was  forti¬ 
fied,  being  adcantageoudy  fituated 
to  keep  open  his  communication 
with  Latour,  or  to  adt  on  the 
dank  of  Moreau,  the  Archduke 
threw  into  it  a  fufficient  gar- 
rifon. 

While  thefe  movements  were 
effecting,  a  change  had  taken  place 
in  the  podtions  of  the  armies  of 


General  Wartenfleben  and  General 
Jourdan,  which  rendered  it  necef- 
fary  for  the  Archduke  to  alter  the 
line  of  his  march.  General  War- 
tendeben  was  no  longer  at  Am. 
berg.  He  had  abandoned  that 
place,  and,  after  dubbornly  defend¬ 
ing  every  inch  of  ground,  had 
retired  behind  the  Naab,  where  he 
was  now  poded. 

At  this  moment,  the  main  body 
of  Jourdan’s  army  was  in  front  of 
the  Naab,  oppofed  to  the  army  of 
Wartendeben.  On  the  rear  of  his 
right,  at  the  village  of  Teining, 
midway  between  Ratifbon  and  Nu¬ 
remberg,  was  a  ftrong  dividon  un¬ 
der  General  Bernadotte. 

It  had  originally  been  the  in¬ 
tention  of  his  royal  highnefs  to 
move  with  his  right  column  from 
Ingoldadt  towards  Belugriefs, 
while  Lieutenant-General  IJotze, 
with  a  column  which  had  eroded 
the  Danube  at  Neuburg,  proceeded 
confiderably  to  the  left.  But,  dnee 
Jourdan  had  advanced  to  the 
Naab,  and  Bernadotte  to  Teining, 
this  movement  had  become  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous ;  as  the  com¬ 
munication  of  the  Archduke  with 
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Geseral  Wartenfleben  would  have 
been  very  precarious,  and  a  retreat, 
in  cafe  of  difafter,  exceedingly  dif¬ 
ficult,  the  enemy  having  it  in  his 
power  to  preverft  the  retreat  from 
being  made  on  the  fide  of  Ratif- 
bon. 

Changing,  therefore,  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  his  march,  the  Archduke 
advanced  on  the  right  to  Hemmau, 
when  he  was  joined  by  Major- 
General  NauendorfF,  with  four  bat¬ 
talions  newly  arrived  from  Auftria, 
and  fome  light  troops.  This  corps 
had  been  detached  from  Ratifbon, 
to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  republi¬ 
can  force  under  Bernadotte.  The 
column  led  by  Lieutenant-General 
Hotze  moved  to  Belugriefs,  and 
covered  the  left  of  the  Archduke. 
By  thefe  movements  the  road  to 
Ratifbon  was  effectually  fecured. 

In  this  pofition  the  Archduke 
was  compelled  to  paufe  for  a  day 
or  two,  in  order  to  obtain  certain 
intelligence  of  the  fituation  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Wartenfleben,  and  make  ar¬ 
rangements  with  him  for  a  com¬ 
bined  attack. 

The  republican  column,  headed 
by  Bernadotte,  was  attacked  at 
Teining,  on  the  twenty-fecond,  by 
Major-General  NauendorfF,  and 
was  driven  back  to  Neumark.  On 
the  following  day  the  conteft  was 
renewed  with  {till  greater  vigour. 
The  corps  of  the  Archduke  and 
Lieutenant-General  Hotze,  having 
again  united,  advanced  in  feveral 
columns,  fell  upon  Bernadotte  at 
Neumark.  defeated  him,  and  pur- 
fuedhim  as  far  as  Altdorff.  At  the 
fame  time  his  royal  highnefs  dif. 
patched  a  confiderable  body  of 
cavalry,  with  fome  light  infantry, 
to  occupy  the  road  to  Nuremberg. 
The  right  of  the  Auftrians  en¬ 
camped  at  Neumark, 


By  the  retreat  of  Bernadotte  the 
rig  ht  flank  of  Jourdan’s  army  was 
wholly  uncovered,  and  the  Auf¬ 
trians  were  even  placed  in  the  rear 
of  that  flank.  The  Archduke 
haftened  to  take  advantage  of  this 
propitious  circumflance,  and  to 
put  in  execution  the  plan  which 
he  had  concerted  with  General 
Wartenlleben.  The  objefl  of  this 
plan  was  to  bring  on  a  decifive 
battle,  by  a  general  attack  upon 
the  front  'and  flank  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  army. 

It  was  arranged  that  the  force 
under  General  Wartenlleben  fbould 
advance  in  four  columns  again!!  the 
republican  front.  The  column  on 
the  right  was  to  advance  towards 
Weyer,  while  the  other  three  co¬ 
lumns  moved  from  Schwartzfeld 
and  Schwandorff  towards  Amberp, 
in  the  vicinity  of  which  place  they 
were  to  unite.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  right  of  the  Archduke’s  army 
was  to  puih  forward  from  Neu¬ 
mark,  by  Caftel,  and  form  a  junc¬ 
tion  with  the  three  columns  at 
Amberg,  while  two  diviiions  on 
his  left,  conducted  by  Lieutenant- 
Generals  Sraray  and  Hotze,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Herfprueh  and  Lauffen, 
on  the  river  Pegnitz. 

On  the  twentyffourth,  the  whole 
of  the  columns  moved  for- 
ward.  The  prudence  of 
Jourdari  prevented,  how- 
ever,  the  Archduke  from  reaping 
all  the  expected  fruits  of  this  well- 
concerted  plan.  No  fooner  was 
the  republican  general  informed  of 
the  defeat  of  Bernadotte,  and  the 
movements  which  were  making 
again!!  himfelf,  than  he  thought 
it  indifpenlibly  neceffary  to  take 
Heps  to  evade  the  impending  dan¬ 
ger.  He  was  fully  convinced  that, 
badly  polled  as  he  was,  and  having 
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to  retire  through  a  difficult  coun¬ 
try,  peopled  by  inveterate  enemies, 
the  lofs  of  a  battle  would,  perhaps, 
occafion  the  deftruftion  of  his  ar¬ 
my.  His  only  refource  was  a 
fpeedy  retreat  from  the  perilous 
ground  which  he  occupied.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  on  the  night  of  the 
twenty-third,  he  quitted  with  the 
utmoft  precipitation,  all  his  por¬ 
tions,  and  .  retired,  through  Am- 
betg,  towards  Sulzbach.  But, 
expeditious  as  he  was,  he  did  not 
excape  without  lofs.  In  the  de¬ 
files  of  Amberg  the  Auftrians  came 
up  with  his  rear  guard,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  maintain  its  poll:  as 
long  as  poffible,  and  which,  in  con- 
fequence,  buffered  feverely.  Two 
battalions  of  it  were  cut  to  pieces 
by  the  Auftrian  cavalry,  and  near¬ 
ly  a  thoufand  men  were  made  pri- 
foners. 

The  Archduke  having  thus  de¬ 
prived  Jourdan  of  the  power  to 
combine  his  operations  with  thofe 
of  Moreau,  and  finding  himfelf 
more  than  firong  enough  to  purfue 
his  fuccefs,  now  difpatched  Major- 
General  Nauendorff,  with  ten 
thoufand  men,  to  reinforce  General 
La  tour,  who  by  this  time,  had 
been  compelled  to  give  way  to 
Moreau’s  immenfe  fuperiority  of 
force,  and  to  recede  from  the  banks 
of  the  Lech  to  the  banks  of  the 
Ifer. 

The  retreat,  or  rather  flight, 
of  Jourdan  was  continued  for  fe- 
veraldays  with  the  fame  rapidity 
with  which  it  was  beomn.  As  the 
occupation  of  Nuremberg  by  the 
Auftrians  rendered  it  impoffible 
for  him  to  reach  Wurtzburgh  by 
the  beft  and  (horteft  road,  he  was 
compelled  to  diredl  his  march  upon 
Forcheim,  and  thence  upon  Bam¬ 
berg.  The  Auftrians  followed 


clofely,  but  the  nature  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  extremely  hilly,  woody,  and 
interfered,  made  it  impracticable 
for  them  to  employ  their  cavalry, 
and  enabled  Jourdan  to  avoid  being 
forced  to  a  general  engagement. 
They  neverthelefs,  haraffed  him 
greatly,  intercepted  his  couriers, 
and,  in  a  defile  between  Velden 
and  Hohenftadt,  captured  or  de- 
ftroyed  a  corifiderable  column  of 
his  baggage.  Early  on  the  thir¬ 
tieth,  his  army  croffed  the  Mayn, 
at  Hallftat  and  Eltman,  and,  at 
laft,  made  a  halt  in  the  neighbour- 
hocdof  LauringenandScbweinfurt. 

Wurtzburgh  was  the  point  to 
which  the  efforts  of  both  armies 
were  direfted.  Jourdan  hoped 
that,  if  he  could  reach  it  in  time, 
he  might  yet  maintain  his  ground 
in  Franconia,  and  he  knew  that, 
even  if  he  failed  in  keeping  his 
ground,  his  being  mafter  of  Wurtz¬ 
burgh  would  enable  him  to  make 
a  lefs  circuitous  and  lefs  difaftrous 
retreat.  The  Archduke,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  eager  to  feize 
upon  Wurtzburgh,  in  order  to 
compel  his  antagonift  to  abandon 
the  Mayn,  and  retire,  by  the  road 
of  Fulda,  towards  the  Upper 
Lahn. 

The  advantage,  in  point  of  dis¬ 
tance,  was  on  the  part  of  the  Auf¬ 
trians.  Between  Bamberg,  Schwe- 
infurt,  and  Wurtzburgh,  the  Mayn 
forms  a  lai;ge  angle,  along  two 
fides  of  which  the  republicans,  in 
confequence  of  their  having  been 
driven  to-  the  right  of  the  Mayn, 
were  compelled  to  march,  while 
the  Auftrians  had  to  traverfe  only 
the  remaining  fide  of  the  triangle. 
While,  the  republicans  were  mov¬ 
ing  round  the  Mayn  by  Schwein- 
furt,  the  Archduke  pufhed  rapid¬ 
ly  on  with  his  army  towards 
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Wurtzburgh.-  His  advanced  guard, 
ted  by  General  Hotze,  entered  the 
place  on  the  firft  of  September,  and 
the  French  garrifon  withdrew  into 
the  citadel,  called  the  Marien- 
burg.  General  Staray  alfo  eroded 
the  Mayn,  with  a  divifion,  and 
took  poll  at  Kintzingen  to  fupport 
General  Hotze,  The  other  divi¬ 
fion  halted,  on  the  left  of  the 
river,  at  Ober  Schwartzbach  and 
Gerolzhoffen. 

The  republicans  marched  with 
fuch  expedition  that  they  reached 
Kornack,  about  three  leagues  from 
Wurtzburgh,  only  a  few  hours 
after  General  Hotze  had  taken 
poffeffion  of  the  town.  As  the 
whole  of  the  Auftrian  army  was 
not  yet  come  up,  Jourdan  flattered 
hirnfelf  that  he  might  ftill  attain 
his  objedl.  Accordingly,  on  the 
following  day,  he  fell,  with  the 
greated  impetuofity,  upon  the 
corps  commanded  by  General  Star- 
ay.  He  fucceeded  in  forcing 
jfome  of  that  general’s  polls,  but, 
all  his  efforts  to  diflodge  him  from 
his  chief  pofitions  proving  fruitlefs, 
he  retired  in  the  evening  to  his 
camp  at  Kornach. 

Undifcou raged  by  his  difaders, 
Jourdan  refolved  not  to  relinquish 
his  conqueds,  without  a  further 
druggie.  A  vi&'ory  would  re- 
ilore  to  him  all  that  he  had  loll ; 
and  he  hoped,  belides,  that,  at  all 
events,  the  progrefs  of  Moreau 
would,  at  length,  compel  the  Arch¬ 
duke  to  haften  back  to  the  Danube, 
He,  therefore,  prepared  to  run  the 
rilk  of  a  battle. 

The  polition  in  which'he  waited 
for  the  Archduke  was  cholen  with 
no  mean  Ikill.  Extending  to,  and 
Ranked  by,  the  Mayn,  his  right 
wing  was  llationed  on  a  very  com¬ 
manding  eminence,  the  front  of 
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which  was  rendered  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult  of  accefs,  by  a  fmall  river 
with  deep  banks.  A  long  narrow 
wood,  Ikirting  the  bottom  of  a 
chain  of  heights  was  occupied  by 
the  fird  line  of  his  center  ;  and  the 
fecond  line  waspodedon  the  ridge 
of  the  chain.  Confiding  almod  en¬ 
tirely  of  cavalry,  his  left  wing  was 
placed  in  the  fpacious  plain  in  front 
of  Kornach,  but  thrown  confider- 
ably  back,  that  it  might  at  once 
give  to  and  receive  from  the  infan¬ 
try  in  the  wood  a  more  efficient 
fupport.  Along  the  principal  points 
of  the  front  was  dillributed  a  nu¬ 
merous  artillery.  The  divifion  of 
General  Lefevre  was  left  behind 
Schweinfurt  to  keep  open  the  road 
to  Fulda,  and  the  communication 
between  his  divifion  and  the  army 
was  maintained  by  a  fmall  inter¬ 
mediate  corps. 

Formidable  as  was  the  pofitioa 
of  Jourdan,  the  Archduke  deter¬ 
mined  to  give  him  battle.  Cele¬ 
rity  was,  in  truth,  the  very  foul  of 
his  royal  highnefs’s  operations. 
There  was  an  abfolute  neceffity  for 
him  to  prefs  the  army  of  Jourdan, 
without  allowing  it  a  moment’s 
refpite ;  and,  by  a  decifive  blow, 
to  drive  it  to  the  Lower  Rhine, 
that  he  might  have  fufficient  time 
to  carry  into  effect  the  plan  which 
he  had  formed  againd  the  army  of 
Moreau. 

Preparatory  to  the  combat, 
bridges  were  thrown  over  the 
Mayn,  at  Dettelbach  ;  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Geroltzhoffen.  The 
army  was  divided  into  three  co¬ 
lumns.  The  left,  under  General 
Staray,  was  to  attack  the  right 
wing  of  the  French  ;  the  center, 
commanded  by  General  Warten- 
deben,  paffing  the  bridge  at  D&t- 
telbach,  was  to  fall  upon  the  center 
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of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  right,  led 
by  General  Kray,  was  to  crofs  the 
Mayn,  near  Geroltzhoffen,  and 
turn  the  republican  left. 

The  a&ion  was  commenced  by 
o  t  General  Staray,  who, 
^  fhortly  after  day-break, 

^  *  advanced  with  his  column, 
and  drove  in  fome  of  the  enemy's 
pods.  The  advantage  which  he 
had  gained  was  fpeedily  loft.  The 
two  other  columns  having  a  con- 
fiderable  march  to  make,  and  the 
paflage  of  the  Mayn  having  taken 
up  more  time  than  it  had  been  ex¬ 
pected  to  do,  General  Staray  was 
overpowered  by  the  fuperior  num¬ 
bers,  which  Jourdan  drew  from 
his  unaffailed  divifions,  and  was 
not  only  driven  from  the  ground 
which  he  had  won,  but  was  in 
danger  of  being  forced  in  his  own 
pofition. 

This  moment  was  truly  critical. 
The  Archduke,  however,  aCted 
with  a  promptitude  and  fkill  with¬ 
out  which,  perhaps,  the  battle 
would  have  turned  againft  the  Auf. 
trians.  He  fent  orders  to  General 
Wartenfleben  to  ford  the  river 
with  the  whole  of  his  cavalry,  and 
advance  inftantly  againft  the  re¬ 
publican  left.  This  manoeuvre  was 
executed  with  precifion,  and  was 
fortunately  productive  of  the  de- 
fired  effeCt.  Menaced  on  his  weak- 
eft  point,  Jourdan  withdrew  from 
his  right  the  troops  with  which 
he  was  prefftng  Staray,  and  the 
latter  was  enabled  to  re-eftabliftt 
himfelf  in  his  port. 

By  the  charge  of  the  Auftrian 
cavalry,  the  left  of  the  enemy  was 
driven  from  its  ground,  and  obliged 
to  take  fhelter  behind  the  wood. 
The  aftailants,  neverthelefs,  were, 
in  their  turn,  compelled  to  retire, 
by  the  tremendous  fire  of  grape 


fhot  and  mulketry,  to  which  they 
were  expofed.  They  made  a  fe- 
cond  attempt  to  advance,  but  met 
with  no  better  fuccefs.  As  the 
enemy  would  not  be  drawn  into 
the  plain,  and  the  pofition  could 
not  be  forced  without  infantry,  the 
Archduke  determined  to  wait  the 
arrival  of  the  remaining  part  of 
General  Wartenfleben’s  column. 

The  infantry  from  Dettelbach, 
and  the  column  of  Kray,  from  Ge- 
roltzhoften,  at  length  appeared  ad¬ 
vancing  ;  and  at  the  fume  time  the 
divifton  of  Staray  made  a  move-- 
ment  forward.  A  combined  attack 
was  ordered  by  the  Archduke. 
Regardlefs  of  a  fw arm  of  fharp- 
fhooters  and  light  troops  which 
harafied  them,  eight  battalions  of 
grenadiers,  with  fixed  bayonets, 
pufiied  onward  impetuoufly,  yet  in 
excellent  order,  reached  the  wood, 
without  returning  a  fhot,  and,  in 
fpite  of  the  fire  of  the  batteries, 
drove  the  enemy,  in  a  few  minutes, 
not  only  from  the  wood,  but  like- 
wife  from  the  heights  above  it. 
This  charge  was  decifive  of  the 
fate  of  the  day.  His  center  broken, 
and  his  wings  in  the  utmoft  danger, 
Jourdan  perceived  that  there  was 
not  a  moment  to  be  loft  in  com. 
mencing  a  retreat,  already  diffi¬ 
cult,  and  which,  if  longer  delay¬ 
ed,  would,  probably  ^become  im- 
poffihle. 

At  firft,  under  the  protection  of 
his  light  artillery,  and  of  his  ca¬ 
valry,  which  ft  ill  prelerved  a  toler¬ 
able  countenance,  the  retreat  of 
Jourdan  was  conducted  with  fome' 
degree  of  regularity.  The  Auf-. 
trians,  however,  prefled  upon  him 
too  furioufly  to  allow  of  that  re-' 
gularity  being  maintained.  The 
repeated  attacks  of  their  huflars, 
and  the  dreadful  fire  of  their  artil- 
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lety  from  the  heights  in  their  pbf- 
feflion,  finally  threw  the  retiring 
French  into  the  utmoft  cdnfufion. 
Ic  was  now  not  a  retreat,  But  a 
flight.  Darkhefs,  and  the  exceffive 
fatigue  which  the  Aiiftrians  had 
tindergone,  alone  faved  the  repub¬ 
licans  from  total  deftruction. 

To  the  cool  courage  of  the 
Archduke  ;  to  the  fkill,  rapidity, 
and  precifion  of  his  manoeuvres  ; 
and  to  the  animating  example 
which  he  fet  his  foldiers,  by  being 
foremoft  wherever  there  was  peril ; 
may,  in  a  great  meaftire,  be  attri¬ 
buted  the  fuccefsful  termination  of 
this  important  con tfeil . 

Two  thoufand  of  tlie  vanquifhed 
Were  flain  or  wounded,  and  three 
thoufand  two  hundred  made  prifon- 
ers,  excluflve  of  the  number  killed 
or  brought  in  after  the  battle,  by 
the  military  and  the  peafants. 
Omy  eight  hundred  Auftri&ns  were 
killed  or  wounded.  Two  ftandards 
and  ten  cannon  were  taken  from 
the  French  on  the  field.  But, 
though  they  carried  off  the  greateft 
part  of  their  artillery,  they  fpeedily 
difcovered  that  it  was  too  great 
an  impediment  to  their  flight,  and 
they  accordingly  abandoned  fixty 
pieces  in  Freudenberg,  and  ninety- 
in  Schweinfurt. 

On  the  following  morning,  the 
citadel  of  Wurtzburgh  capitulated. 
The  garrifon,  confiding  of  feven 
hundred  men,  commanded  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Belmont,  remained  prifoners 
of  war.  Fifteen  pieces  of  cannon, 
a  hundred  and  twenty -feven  am¬ 
munition  waggons,  a  military 
cheft,  and  immenfe  magazines  of 
ftores,  ammunition,  and  provifions, 
were  the  prize  ot  the  conqueror. 

rIhe  Archduke  now  detached 
Count  Meerfeldt,  with  ten  fqua- 
drons  of  light  cavalry,  to  forma 
Vol.  XXXV11I. 


junction  with  a  part  of  the  gar- 
rifons  of  Mentz  and  Manheim. 
The  purpofe  of.  this  meaftire  was 
to  form  a  corps  of  ten  or  fifteen 
thoufand  men,  which  might  be 
brought  to  a <51  in  the  rear  of  Jour- 
dan,  or  marched  up  the  Rhine, 
feize  the  Swabian  paffes,  and  inter¬ 
cept  the  retreat  of  Moreau. 

After  the  lofs  of  the  battle  of 
Wurtzburgh,  Jottrdan  dire&ed  hia 
march  to'  Kamelburg,  whence  he 
moved,  acrofsthe  country  of  Fulda, 
to  the.  Upper  Lahn.  It  was  his 
intention,  however,  ftill,  if  poffi- 
ble,  to  maintain  himfelf  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  the  Mayn.  He  hoped  to 
reach,  before  the  Archduke  could 
come  up,  the  ftrong  pofition  of 
Bergen,  where,  in  the  year  1759, 
Prince  Ferdinand  was  foiled  in  an 
attempt  to  diflodge  the  Duke  de 
Broglio.  There,  reinforced  by 
4he  two  divifions  which  he  had  1  ft 
near  Frankfort,  he  thought  it 
would  be  practicable  to  check  the 
ptogrefs  of  the  Auftrians. 

The  Archduke  followed  up  his 
victory  with  fuch  rapidity  that  he 
rendered  abortive  the  plan  of  the 
republican  general.  On  the  fifth 
he  lent  Lieutenant-general  Kray, 
with  a  ftrong  advanced  guard,  to 
fecure  the  paffes  of  the  Speffart,  an 
extenftve  and  mountainous  foreft, 
which  fills  a  raft  curve  formed  bv 
the  Mayn  between-  Afchaffenburg 
and  Gemunden,  and  through  which 
is  carried  the  road  from  Frankfort 
to  Wurtzburgh.  Kray  arrived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Afchaffen- 
burgh  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fixrh, 
and  found  the  enemy,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  two  thoufand  men,  ported  to 
defend  the  pafs  from  the  foreft. 
The  aft  ion  was  begun  by  a  warm 
cannonade,  which  lafted  a  conft- 
derable  time.  The  Auftrian  gel 
|  N  J  neral 
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iieral  then  attacked  the  enemy 
with  fo  much  fpirit  that  he  drove 
them  from  their  advantageous  po¬ 
rtion.  They  were  purfued  through 
the  town  by  his  cavalry,  and  dif- 
perfed  in  the  woods,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Mayn.  Their  lofs  was 
a  thousand  men,  fix  hundred  of 
whom  were  prifoners. 

The  Archduke  himfelf  reached 
AfchafFenburgh  on  the  enfuing  day, 
and,  finding  that  the  enemy  had 
abandoned  Frankfort,  pulhed  for¬ 
ward  his  advanced  guards  to  the 
JCintzing  and  the  Nidda.  Jour^ 
dan,  meanwhile,  had  arrived  by 
forced  marches  at  Schlietern,  a  few 
miles  from  Fulda,  on  the  road  to 
Frankfort.  Here  he  learned  that 
the  Archduke  was  already  mailer 
of  AfchafFenburgh,  and  that  the 
fcheme  of  taking  poll  at  Bergen 
was  in  confequence  frullrated.  He 
turned  off,  therefore,  to  the  right, 
and  bent  his  courfe  to  Vv'etzlar,  on 
the  Lahn,  where  he  meant  to  col- 
left,  and  re-organize,  his  fcattered 
Torces.  His  fuccefsful  antagonill 
proceeded,  on  the  tenth,  to  Win-* 
decken,  and  occupied  with  his  ad¬ 
vanced  corps  the  important  point  of 
Friedberg,  midway  between  the 
Mayn  and  the  Lahn.  The  Arch¬ 
duke  was  here  joined  by  ten  thou¬ 
fand  men,  from  the  garrifon  of 
Mentz,  who,  on  their  way,  took 
polfelfion  of  the  fort  of  Konigftein, 
Which  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
enemy. 

From  Wurtzburgh  to  the  Lahn 
the  retreat  of  Jourd-an’s  army  was 
condufted  with  a  precipitation  and 
diforder  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled  in 
military  annals.  The  republican 
force  fcarcely,  indeed,  deferved  the 
name  of  an  army.  Ail  difeipline 
was  entirely  at  an  end.  The  fe- 
parate  corps,  without  magazines. 


and  without  fixed  points  of  tetteitj 
were  deaf  to  their  officers,  retired 
in  what  direction  they  pleafed,  and 
layed  walte  the  country  as  they 
palfed  along.  In  their  advance 
they  had  frequently  pillaged  and 
dellroyed  merely  from  that  malig¬ 
nant  wantonnefs  which  is  a  cha- 
rafterillic  quality  of  their  nation  5 
they  now  pillaged  and  dellroyed 
from  hunger  and  refentment.  Their 
bitterell  and  moll  formidable  ene¬ 
mies  were  the  peafantry,  who  ea¬ 
gerly  embraced  the  opportunity  to 
take  revenge  upon  their  opprelfors. 
In  all  quarters  the  alarm-bell  was 
rung  upon  the  approach  of  the 
French,  the  peafants  hurried  to 
feize  whatever  weapons  they  could 
find,  felled  trees  acrofs  the  roads, 
gave  information  to  the  Aufirians, 
haraffed  and  impeded  the  enemy, 
and  killed,  made  prifoners,  or  dis¬ 
armed  all  llragglers,  and  parties 
which  were  not  llrong  enough  to 
open  a  palfage.  The  inveteracy 
of  the  peafants,  and  the  clofe  put- 
fuit  of  the  Aullrians,  fpeedily  in- 
fpired  the  French  with  fuch  & 
panic  that  a  great  part  of  the  infan¬ 
try  threw  away  their  arms,  and 
every  thing  which  could  impede 
their  flight  ;  and  many  inftances1 
occurred  in  which  forty  or  fifty  of 
them  tamely  furrendered  to  one- 
tenth  of  their  number.  The  lofs 
fullained,  by  fatigue,  want,  defer- 
tion,  capture,  and  the  fword,  in 
the  retreat  from  the  Naab  to  the 
Lahn,  was  generally  ellimated  a t 
more  than  twenty  thoufand  men. 

In  the  hope  that  the  French 
would  defend  the  pofition  of  the 
Lahn,  the  Archduke,  who  had  en¬ 
camped  at  Weyer,  alfemhled  his- 
army,  before  day-break  on  the 
feventeenth,  between  Limburg  and 
Dietz,  with  the  intention  of  mak¬ 
ing 
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trig  a  general  attack  upon  the 
enemy.  But  fucli  was  ft  ill  the 
confufed  and  heartlefs  ftate  of  the 
republican  force,  that  jourdan, 
although  he  had  been  reinforced  by 
the  divifton  of  Marceau^  and  part 
of  the  army  of  the  north,  did  not 
think  itadvifable  to  rifk  a  battle, 
A  thick  mift,  which  prevailed  in 
the  rriorning  of  the  feventeenth, 
at  once  flopped  the  advance  of  the 
Auftrians,  and  covered  his  retreat. 
When  it  cleared  away,  he  was 
found  to  be  at  fo  great  a  diftance, 
as  to  leave  the  Auftrians  no  hope 
Of  bringing  him  to  action.  His 
left  and  centre  marched  towards 
the  Sieg,  his  right,  and  the  corps 
which  had  blockaded  Ehrenbre- 
itftein,  eroded  the  bridge  of  boats 
eftablifhed  at  Neuwied. 

The  Hying  French  were  eagerly 
purfued  by  the  Auftrians.  On 
the  nineteenth,  Lieutenant-general 
Hotze  came  up,  at  Hochftebachj 
with  their  rear-guard  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Marceau,  who  made  a  Hand, 
to  give  the  reft  of  the  army  time 
to  pafs  the  defiles  of  Altenkir- 
chem  After  a  gallant  refiftance, 
Marceau  was  defeated,  mortal¬ 
ly  wounded,  and  made  prifon- 
ery  When  he  fell*  his  officers 
and  foidiers  crowded  round  him 
weeping,  while  he,  with  unfnaken 
fortitude,  endeavoured  to  confole 
them.  Every  care  and  attention 
was  lavifhed  by  the  Auftrian  chiefs 
on  the  captive  general,  who, 
though  only  twenty-feveri  years 
of  age,  was  one  of  the  moft  ac- 
eomplifhed,  intelligent,  and  brave 
of  the  French  officers  j  and  was 
not  lefs  humane  than  able  and  cou¬ 
rageous.  On'  the  twenty -firft  he 
expired,  and  his  body  was  reftored 
to  his  country raeri  by  the  Arch¬ 
duke,  on  condition  that  the  Auf¬ 


trians  fhould  have  notice  of  the 
time  of  his  funeral,  that  they 
might  join  in  paying  to  him  thofe 
military  honours  which  he  juftly 
defer ved.  He  was  buried  in  the 
entrenched  camp  at  Coblentz  ;  and, 
during  the  interment,  difcharges 
of  artillery  were  fired  by  the  hof- 
tile  armies  011  the  oppoftte  banks 
of  the  Rhine. 

On  the  twenty-ftrft  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  French  terminated  their 
ruinous  and  difptaceful  retreat.  The 

O  # 

main  body  of  their  army  retired 
into  the  entrenched  camp  before 
Dufleldorf,  and  two  diviftons  crofth 
ed  the  Rhine  at  Bonne.  Only  a 
trifling  guard  of  light  troops  was 
Rationed  on  the  Sieg*  Thus,  in 
five  and  twenty  days,  they  loft 
more  than  a  hundred  leagues  of 
territory,  half  their  army*  all 
their  former  partifans  in  Ger¬ 
many,  and  much  of  that  military 
reputation  which  had  hitherto 
facilitated  theig  conquefts,  by  de~ 
preffing  the  fpirits  of  their  rivals. 

Another  talk  yet  remained  for 
the  Archduke  to  perform.  One 
part  of  Germany  ft  ill  remained 
unliberated.  Leaving,  therefore. 
General  Werneck,  with  forry 
thousand  men,  for  the  defence  of  the 
Sieg,'  he  began  his  march,  towards 
the  Mayh,  on  the  twenty-fecond 
of  September,  with  the  intention 
of  proceeding  to  the  Upper  Rhine. 

HctCj  for  the  prefen t,  we  mint,' 
leave  him,  and  return  to  trace  the 
operations  of  Generals  La  tour  and 
Moreau,  fubfequently  to  his  de¬ 
parture  from  the  Danube,  '  The 
movement  of  the  Archduke  againft 
jourdan  had  been  accomplithed 
with  fuch  feereey,  that  Moreau 
was  entirely  ignorant  of  it,  and 
was  fully  perfuaded  that  the  whole 
of  the  Auftrian  army  was  concern 
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trated  behind  the  Lech,  for  the 
defence  of  Bavaria.  Under  this 
idea,  he  refolved  to  bend  his  way 
to  the  right  bank  of  the  Danube. 
The  bridge  at  Donawert  being 
deftroyed,  he  was  Compelled  to 
make  a  retrograde  march,  in  order 
to  crofs  the  river  at  Hochllett, 
Dillingen  and  Lau ingen.  The 
palfage  was  effeCled  on  the  nine¬ 
teenth  of  Auguft,  and  on  the  fame 
day,  the  French  army  took  a  po¬ 
ll  tion  behind  the  Zufam,  whence 
on  the  following  day,  it  advanced 
to  the  Schmutter.  A  republican 
divifion  was  polled  on  the  left  of 
the  Danube,  to  keep  open  a 
communication  with  the  army  of 
Jourdan. 

General  Latour,  meanwhile, 
had  llationed  his  army  on  the 
Bavarian  lide  of  the  Lech.  His 
right  wing,  under  General  Mer- 
cantin,  was  between  Rain  and 
Pefenbruck,  his  center  on  the 
heights  of  Friedberg,  and  his  left, 
confiding  of  the  corps  of  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  at  Landfberg. 
A  feparate  divifion,  led  by  Gene¬ 
rals  Frolich,  St.  Julienand  Wollf, 
was  placed  at  the  extremity  of  his 
left,  near  Wa-ngen,  to  oppofe  the 
right  of  the  French,  and  commu¬ 
nicate  with  the  Tyrol. 

The  Archduke  had  been  gone 
nearly  a  week  before  Moreau  was 
apprized  of  his  march.  As  foon 
as  the  latter  was  informed  of  it, 
he  determined  to  attack  General 
Latour ;  hoping  that  the  Auftrian 
army  would  now  be  too  feeble  to 
oppofe  an  effeClual  refiftance,  and 
that,  if  it  were  defeated,  the  Arch¬ 
duke  would  be  compelled  to  return, 
to  Hop  the  progrefs  of  the  republi¬ 
cans  towards  the  hereditary  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  Emperor. 

The  divifion  of  Latour,  at  Fried¬ 


berg,  though  more  flrongly  ported 
than  either  of  the  others,  was  that 
which  Moreau  refolved  to  attack, 
becaufe  he  expected  to  find  the 
fords  of  the  Lech  more  practicable 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Augfburg 
than  in  any  other  quarter.  The 
necefifary  preparations  being  made, 
the  French  army  inarched,  on  the 
twenty-fourth,  in  three  columns. 
The  right  wing,  led  by  General 
Ferino,  pafifed  the  river  unper¬ 
ceived,  oppofite  Haurftetten,  at  a 
ford  which  the  Auftrians  had  ne¬ 
glected  to  guard.  By  the  rapidity 
of  the  current  feveral  men  were 
drowned,  among  whom  was  Ad  ju¬ 
tant-General  Houel.  While  this 
column  pufhed  forward  towards 
Othmaring,  and  menaced  Latour’s 
left,  General  St,  Cyr,  with  the 
republican  center,  paffed  the  river 
above  and  below  Lechhaufen,  made 
himfelf  mailer  of  that  village,  and 
advanced  towards  Friedberg.  The 
republican  left  meantime  had  crof- 
fed  the  Lech  at  Langwiet,  and 
joined  the  other  divifions.  The 
Auftrians,  now  preffed  on  all  fides, 
and  unable  to  maintain  their 
ground,  had  retreated  by  the  road 
of  Munich.  To  the  French  the 
immediate  fruits  of  this  viClory 
were  fevemeen  pieces  of  cannon, 
fifteen  hundred  prifoners,  and  the 
pofleffion  of  confiderable  maga¬ 
zines,  which  the  Auftrians  had  not 
time  to  remove. 

General  Latour  retired  behind 
the  Ifer,  and  occupied  a  pofition 
which  extended  along  that  river, 
from  Landfhut,  on  the  right,  to 
Neidetk,  oppofite  Munich,  on  the 
left.  In  front  of  his  center,  and 
on  the.  other  bank  of  the  Ifer,  he 
llationed  a  corps  at  Freyfing, 
The  French,  on  their  fide,  moved 
towards  the  Ifer,  and  their  ad¬ 
vanc’d 
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vanced  guard  entered  Munich,  on 
the  thirtieth  of  Auguft, 

The  hazardous  march  of  the 
French  into  Bavaria  was  produc¬ 
tive  to  them  of  one  important  be¬ 
nefit,  It  fo  much  alarmed  the 
Eleftor  as  to  induce  him  to  fue 
for  an  armiftice,  which,  after  a 
negotiation  of  feveral  days,  was 
granted,  upon  the  mod  onerous 
conditions.  By  the  treaty  it  was 
ftipulated  that  he  fhould  withdraw 
his  troops  from  the  Imperial  army; 
fhould  pay  ten  millions  of  livres 
to  the  French  republic  ;  and  furnifh 
its  forces  with  three  thoufand 
"three  hundred  faddle  and  draft 
horfes,  twO  hundred  thoufand  quin¬ 
tals  of  grain,  two  hundred  thou¬ 
fand  quintals  of  hay,  a  hundred 
thoufand  facks  of  oats,  a  hundred 
thoufand  pair  of  {hoes,  ten  thou¬ 
fand  pair  of  boots,  and  thirty 
thoufand  ells  of  cloth.  He  like- 
wife  engaged  to  allow  the  French 
government  to  choofe  twenty  pic¬ 
tures  from  the  galleries  of  Munich 
and  Duffeldorf.  To  colupiete  the 
whole,  he  promifed  to  fend  to  Pa¬ 
ris,  without  delay,  a  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  conclude  a  feparate  peace. 
On  thefe  terms  his  Bavarian,  Fran¬ 
conian,  and  Weftphalian  dominions 
were,  for  the  prefent,  to  be  treated 
as  neutral. 

A  little  conftancy  would  have 
rendered  thefe  facrihces  unnecef- 
fary.  Moreau  had  now  nearly 
reached  the  bound  of  his  conquefts. 
Every  hour  made  his  lituation  more 
critical.  He  was  ignorant  of  the 
jdrength  and  movements  of  the 
Auftrian  army  oppofed  to  him,  and 
was  equally  ignorant  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  Jourdan,  all  communi¬ 
cation  with  whom  was  entirely 
intercepted,  by  the  light  troops  of 
Archduke,  and  tHe  armed  peafan. 


try.  The  pofition  which  he  oc¬ 
cupied  was  extremely  dangerous. 
The  right  was  at  Dachau  on  the 
Amper,  the  center  at  Pfaffenhoffen, 
and  the  left  at  Frienhaufen,  on  the 
Paar.  The  advanced  pods  of  the 
left  extended  to  Puech,  Riecher- 
zoffen,  and  Giefenfeld.  His  right 
wing  was  expofed  to  be  .turned  on 
the  fide  of  the  Tyrol,  his  left  was 
endangered  by  the  Imperialids 
holding  poffeflion  of  Ingoldadc 
and  its  bridge  head,  and  his  cen¬ 
ter  could  not  advance  towards 
Ratifbon,  without  being  taken  in 
dank  by  the  Audrian  corps  which 
was  poded  at  Landdiut. 

To  ameliorate  his  pofition,  he 
determined  that  a  part  of  his  right 
fhould  compel  Generals  Wolff  and 
St.  Julien  to  retire  further  into 
the  Tyrol,  while  the  other  part 
paffed  the  Ifer,  above  Munich, 
and  drove  the  Andrians  in  that 
quarter  behind  the  Inn ;  that  a 
divificfn  of  the  center  fhould  make 
itfell  mader  of  Freyfing,  and 
the  bridges  on  the  Ifer  ;  and  that 
a  conuderable  portion  of  the  left 
fhould  attack  the  bridge  head  at 
Ingoldadt,  anddedroy  the  bridge. 

While,  on  the  firft  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  his  troops  were  in  motion,  to 
execute  the  projected  attacks,  the 
Audrians  were  advancing  againfl 
his  left  wing.  At  break  of  day, 
after  one  part  of  that  wing  had 
marched  againff  the  bridge  head  of 
Ingoldadt,  the  other  part  was  vi- 
goroufly  affailed  by  Generals  Nau- 
endorff  and  Mercantm,  entirely 
routed,  and  purfued  feveral  miles, 
as  far  as  Langenbruck  and  the 
chapel  of  St.  Gaft.  There  the 
fugitives  rallied,  took  an  advan¬ 
tageous  pofition,  and  were  rein¬ 
forced  by  the  troops  which,  in  the 
interim,  had  been  recalled  from 
[A3]  th$ 
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the  attack  upon  the  bridge  head. 
The  Auftrians  made  feveral  daring 
efforts  to  carry  the  new  pofition  ef 
fhe  French,  but  all  their  efforts 
were  fruitlefs.  Their  cavalry, 
being  entangled  in  fome  marfhy 
ground,  differed  greatly.  At 
'  length,  the  Austrian  generals 
thought  proper  to  direft  a  retreat, 
which  was  effected  in  the  beft  or¬ 
der.  This  repulfc  was  amply 
compenfated  by  the  defeat  which 
the  French  fuftained,  on  the  fame 
day,  in  aq  attempt  to  force  the 
paffage  of  the.  IfeL  near  Munich. 
It  mud  be  obferved  alfo,  that  the 
defign  of  the  French  upon  the 
bridge,  at  Tngolftadt,  was  fruftrat. 
cd  by  the  onfet  of  the  Auftrians. 

On  the  third,  Moreau  made 
liimfelf  mailer  of  Freyfing,  and, 
on  the  Seventh,  his  center  and  left 
advanced  to  Mainburg,  on  the 
Ambs,  and  Neuftat,  on  the  Da¬ 
nube.  This  was  the  limit  of  his 
progrefs.  Even  at  the  moment 
when  his  center  and  left  were 
moving  onward,  his  right  was 
turned  by  a  part  of  the  corps  of 
General  Frolich,  which  penetrated 
to  his  rear,  and  carried  off  from 
Dachau  a  park  of  artillery. 

Moreau  now  began  to  be  feri- 
pufly  alarmed  at  his  fituation. 
From  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe  he  received  no  tidings. 
The  Auftrian  force  ' in  his  front 
was  every  day  increafing  by  rein¬ 
forcements  from  Bohemia  and 
Auftria;  and  that  on  his  right 
threatened  to  deprive  his  flank  of 
the  fupport  of  the  lake  of  Con~ 
fiance,  The  peafants  behind  were 
in  infurre&ion,  and  would,  he 
feared,  intercept  his  convoys,  and 
there  was  great  danger  that  the 
Archduke,  rapidly  returning, 
might  come  upon  his  rear,  and 


envelope  his  army.  Fie,  at  length* 
therefore,  refolved  to  fall  back* 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  difpatch 
a  ftrong  corps  over  the  Danube, 
towards  Nuremberg,  to  hang  on 
the  rear  of  the  Archduke,  cut  off 
his  convoys,  and  compel  him  to 
relinquifh  the  puffuit  of  Jour- 
dan.  '  .  - 

With  a  large  body  of  cavalry* 
drawn  from  the  left  wing,  General 
Defaix  eroded  the  Danube  at  Neu- 
burg,  on  the  tenth  of  September.- 
He  pufhed  forward,  to  Aichftaft, 
levied  a  heavy  contribution  upon 
that  town,  and  fpread  confternation 
through  Franconia,  his,  corps  be¬ 
ing  fuppofed  to  be  the  vanguard  of 
the  French  army.  The  fame  night 
Moreau  commenced  his  retrograde' 
march.  Difafter  attended  upon  his 
ftrft  movement.  In  quitting  the 
vicinity  of  Munich  his  rear  guard 
was  defeated  by  the  Auftrians, 
who  killed  or  took  prlfoners  more 
than  tvvo  thoufand  men.  The 
whole  of  the  French  army  retired 
between  the  Paar  and  the  Lech, 
and  was  followed  by  General  La- 
tour,  who  took  poll  at  Reichej- 
zoffen  and  Schrobe.nhaufen, 

The  inftant  Latour  was  informed 
of  Defaix’s  march,  he  difpatched 
the  diviflon  of  General  Nauendorff 
to  the  left  bank  of  the  Danube, 
The  enemy,  imagining  that  the. 
major  part  of  the  Auilrian  force 
had  croffed,  moved,  in  confe¬ 
rence,  nearly  the  remainder  of 
their  left,  and  a  pprtion  of  their 
center,  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
river.  The  Auftrians  feized  this, 
opportunity  to  attack,  on  the  four¬ 
teenth,  .the  weakened  republican 
diviflon  poked  at  Neuburg,  which 
they  completely  defeated,  making 
a  thoufand  prifoners.  Another 
diviflon,  lUtioqed  at  Pottmes,  was 
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Kkewife  attacked  on  the  fame  day, 
and  was  equally  overthrown. 

Finding  it  utterly  impoffible  to 
effect  any  thing  againft  the  Arch- 
!  duke,  and  fearing  that  the  divifion 
of  Defaix  jnight  even  be  cut  offby 
General  Nauendorff,  Moreau  now 
recalled  Defaix  to  the  right  bank 
of  the  Danube.  His  whole  army 
being  reunited,  he  determined  no 
longer  to  delay  a  retreat,  which 
was  already  become  not  a  little 
dangerous.  At  this  moment  he 
was  fo  clofely  preffed  by  the  ene¬ 
my,  that  it  was  neceflary  for  him 
to  drive  them  back,  that  he  might 
obtain  fufficient  fcope  of  ground  to 
accomplifh  in  fafety  the  p3(fage  of 
the  Lech.  He  accordingly,  on  the 
feventeenth,  made  a  movement 
forward,  compelled  the  Auftrian 
advanced  pofts  to  retire,  and  ex¬ 
tended  his  line  from  Landfberg  to 
Rain. 

While  he  was  thus  making  ar¬ 
rangements  to  fecure  his  retreat, 
the  Auftrians  were  purfuing  mea^ 
fures  in  his  rear,  to  bar  entirely 
his  paflage  into  France,  or,  to 
compel  him,  at  lead,  to  take  a 
route  fo  circuitous  and  fo  difficult, 
as  to  expofe  him  to  infinite  peril. 
As  foon  as  the  fir  ft  fuccefies  of  the 
Archduke  Charles  were  known, 
General  Petrarfch,  who  commanded 
in  Manheim,  drew  from  Philipf- 
burg  and  from  Manheim  a  conli- 
derable  part  of  their  gaprifons, 
and,  feconded  by  a  body  of  armed 
peafants,  inceffantly  attacked  and 
harafled  the  corps  of  obfervation, 
under  General  Scherb,  which  was 
poked  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bruchfal.  Being  now  joined  by 
Count  Jyleerfeldt,  with  the  de¬ 
tachment  of  ten  fquadrons  of  light 
cavalry,  he  commenced  ferious 
operations,  and  puttied  forward 


with  fuch  vigour,  that  he  routed 
the  enemy  in  feveral  partial  en¬ 
gagements,  made  a  great  number 
of  prifoners,  and  finally  compelled 
them  to  abandon  the  mar^ravate 

O 

of  Baden,  and  (belter  theinfelves 
within  the  ramparts  of  Kehl. 

The  pofieffion  of  the  fort  of 
Kehl  was  an  object  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  the  Auttrians,  as  it 
would  effe&ually  enable  them  to 
preclude  Moreau  from  accomplifti- 
ing  his  retreat  upon  Strafburgh, 
As  the  works  were  yet  in  an  un- 
finifhed  (late,  they  entertained 
ftrong  hopes  that  the  fort  might 
be  carried  by  a  (fault.  ~ 

Before  break  of  day,  on  the 
feventeenth  of  September,  two 
columns  advanced  to  the  a(fault9 
while  a  third  favoured  their  ad¬ 
vance  by  a  falfe  attack.  The 
fuccefs  was  complete.  Though 
the  republicans  were  on  their 
guard,  the  whole  of  the  works 
were  carried  by  the  Auftrians,  and 
the  republicans  were  driven  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  R.hine,  with  the 
lofs  of  twelve  hundred  (lain  and 
eight  hundred  prifoners.  The 
enemy’s  cavalry  was  almoft  en* 
tirely  deftroyed. 

Unfortunately,  however,  thefcale 
was  foon  turned  againft  the  vic¬ 
tors.  One  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Auftriam  columns  having  been 
killed,  and  the  other  taken  pri- 
foner,  the  fubordinate  officers  dif- 
played  a  want  of  capacity,  and 
indeed  of  common  fenfe,  which 
produced  fatal  confequences.  By 
negle&ing  to  break  down  imme-s 
diately  the  bridge  over  the  Rhine, 
they  gave  the  French  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  returning  to  the  conteft 
with  overpowering  numbers.  Of 
this  circumftance  the  enemy  avail¬ 
ed  themfelves.  A  republican  force. 
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of  t’h'ree  thoufand  men,  palled  the 
river  from  Strafburgh,  and  fell 
upon  the  Auftrians.  The  ftruggle 
was  of  the  molt  obltinate  kind. 
At  length,  after  an  adion  of  feve- 
ral  hours,  during  which  they  were 
feveral  times  repulfed,  the  French 
made  themfelves  once  more  mailers 
of  the  fort,  and  all  the  other 
works  from  which  they  had  been 
driven.  General  Petrarfch,  ne- 
verthelefs,  determined  not  to  retire 
without  trying  another  effort. 
He  rallied  the  battalions  which 
had  been  repulfed,  fupported  them 
by  frefh  troops,  and  again  attacked 
the  fort ;  but  it  was  now  too 
ftrongly  guarded  for  him  to  make 
any  imprelfion.  He  was  finally 
compelled  to  defill,  with  the  lofs 
of  fome  hundred  men.  Finding 
that  nothing  more  could  be  done, 
he  left  a  divifion  to  blockade  the 
fort,  and  retired  about  nine  miles 
to  Bifchofszheim,  on  the  Holchen, 
whence  he  fent  detachments  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  valley  of  the  Kintzig, 
and  likewife  the  defile  of  the  Kni- 
ebis  mountain,  which  forms  the 
conned ing  pafs  between  the  vallies 
of  the  Rer.chen  and  the  Murg. 
The  valley  of  the  Renchen  was 


already  occupied  by  two  battalions 
under  Colonel  d’Afpre,  who  ha4 
been  inftrudled  to  fhut  up  the  val¬ 
ley  with  abbatis,  fo  as  to  render 
it  impradicable  for  the  enemy  to 
penetrate.  With  the  remainder  of 
his  army  General  Petrarfch  marched 
to  Stutgard  and  Canftadt,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  twenty-fourth. 
By  thefe  meafures  he  frcured  the 
northern  paffes  of  Swabia,  placed 
himfelf  in  the  rear  of  Moreau, 
broke  that  general's  dtred  commu¬ 
nication  with  Strafburgh,  forced 
him  to  dired  his  retreat  toward? 
the  South,  intercepted  the  cou¬ 
riers  and  conyoys  of  the  French, 
and  feized  the  magazines  which 
they  had  formed  in  the  duchy  of 
Wirtemberg. 

Aware  that  Kehl  vyould,  in  all 
probability,  be  attacked.  General 
Moreau  had,  as  early  as  the  eighth 
of  September,  ordered  a  corps  to 
proceed  by  rapid  marches  to  its 
fupport.  lie  was/  however,  too 
late.  The  Auftrians  had  polled 
themfelves  fo  ftrongly  in  the  vaflley 
of  the  Kintzig,  that  the  French 
corps  was  repulfed,  and  obliged 
to  retire  by  the  route  ofFriburg. 


CHAP.  XII. 

Continuation  of  Moreau’s  retreat.  He  is  foiled  in  his  plan  to  retreat  through 
the  Duchy  of  Wirtemberg .  His  army  is  harajfed  by  the  armed peafan- 

.  try.  He  refolves  to  attach  General  Latour,  to  check  the  purfuit  of  the 
Aufirians.  Battle  of  Bi  be  rack .  Gallantry  of  the  Prince  of  Conde\ 

Lcitour  is  defeated.  Moreau  continues  his  retreat ,  forces  the  p  'ajfes  of  the 
valley  of  Hell,  and  arrives  Jafely  at  Friburg.  Arrival  of  the  Jrch„ 
duke.  Moreau  refolves  to  encounter  him .  The  Archduke  attacks  him , 

defeats  him ,  and  drives  him  over  the  Eitz.  Moreau  retires  to  the  p  oft  ion 
oj  Schliengen.  The  pofition  df crib  eft.  The  French  are  defeated  in  th,e 
battle  of  Schliengen .  They  finally  retreat  over  the  Rhine.  O pe  nations 

on  the  Lower  Rhine.  After  fame  trivial  a  ions,  an  armifiice  is  conclude  ft 

in  that  quarter.  Siege  oj  Keht.  Defer  ip  t  ion  of  the  fort  and  entrench  eft 

camp 
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camp  of  R  chi.  Def per  cite  Jolly  7ncide  hy  the  hefeged.  Difficulty  of  the 
(i.e?y.  Various  ajj'aulls.  The  forty  at  lengthy  furrenders .  Siege  arid 
fur  render  f  the  bridge  head  of  Huningen.  C  onclufion . 


ON  the  fame  day  that,  prepa¬ 
ratory  to  his  retreat,  Mo- 
eau  drove  back  the  advanced 
>ofts  of  Latour,  his  right  was 
ompletely  turned  by  General  Fro- 
ich,  who  occupied  Inmenftadt 
md  Kempten,  and  then,  advan¬ 
cing  to  Ifay,  attacked  the  repub- 
icans,  whom  he  defeated,  making 
ive  hundred  prifoners,  and  dif- 
)erfing  into  the  woods  the  remain- 
ler  of  the  routed  corps.  General 
Kfauendorff  had  alfo  proceeded,  on 
he  left,  to  Nordlingen,  whence  he 
:ook  pofleflion  of  Donawert  and  the 
'ainous  pofition  of  Schellenburg. 
Fiis  detached  parties  were  pufhed 
1G  Dillingen,  Ulm  and  Gemund, 
and  his  light  troops  communicated 
ivith  thofe  of  General  Petrarfch, 
on  the  Neckar. 

Moreau  quitted  the  Lech,  on 
the  nineteenth,  and  retired  behind 
the  Iller.  It  was  his  intention  to 
crofs  the  Danube  at  Ulm,  and  di- 
red  his  retreat  through  the  duchy 
of  Vvirtemberg,  by  Stutgard  and 
Canftadt,  With  this  view  he  fent 
forward  fix  coinmiffaries  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  a  part  of  the  army 
bakers  to  prepare  bread  for  his 
army  at  the  two  latter  places,  but 
they  were  captured  on  the  road. 
To  prevent  Moreau  from  penetrat¬ 
ing  in  that  quarter,  NauendorfF 
haitily  quitted  Nordlingen,  and 
feized  the  heights  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Ulm,  juft  as  the 
French  entered  the  city.  The 
republican  left  wing,  under  Defaix, 
marched  out.  But  finding  all  the 
weights  ftrongly  occupied,  it  made 
PQ  attempt  to  force  them.  The 


next  morning  the  Auftrian  general 
attacked  the  enemy,  and  drove 
them  to  the  gates  of  Ulm. 

Convinced  that  the  pafles  of  v 
Vvirtemberg  were  rendered  impe¬ 
netrable,  Moreau,  ordered  Defaix 
to  abandon  Ulm,  and  rejoin  the 
army.  The  Auftrians  found  in 
the  place  a  large  magazine,  and  a 
confide rable  number  of  pontoons. 
Defaix  recrofled  the  Danube  at 
Ehingen*  and  the  whole  of  the 
French  force  arrived,  on  the 
twenty-ninth,  behind  the  Feder 
See,  where  it  halted,  and  took  up 
a  pofition,  extending  from  Ra~ 
venfburg  on  the  Schuflen  to  the 
Danube. 

Informed  that  Moreau  had  re- 
linquifhed  his  defign  of  retreating 
through  Wirtemberg,  General 
Petrarfch  moved  from  Horb  to 
Rotweii  and  Viilingen,  and  Ge¬ 
neral  NauendorfF  proceeded  to 
Heckingen,  in  order  to  co-operate 
with  him.  Their  united  ftrength, 
thus  hung  upon  the  rear  of  Moreau, 
whofe  front  was  clofely  preffed  by 
Latour. 

The  clofe  purfuit  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  rugged  nature  of  the 
country,  were  not  the  foie  diffi¬ 
culties  with  which  the  republican 
general  had  to  contend.  The 
heavy  contributions  which  the 
French  had  raifed  fince  their  fir  ft 
entrance  into  Swabia,  and  ft  ill 
more  their  innumerable  robberies 
and  barbarities,  had  irritated  the 
Swabians  almoft  to  madnefs.  While 
the  French  were  victorious,  the 
natives  fmo.thered  their  hatred ; 
but  no  fooner  did  the  foriper  begin 

to 
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to  fufFer  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  than 
the  latter  gave  proofs  how  much 
they  detefted  them.  As  in  Franco- 
nia,  they  flew  to  arms,  maffacred,  or 
took  prifoners  the  French  detach¬ 
ments,  feized  their  magazines,  and 
inceffantly  annoyed  them.  The 
Auftrian  generals  availed  them- 
felves  of  this  favourable  difpofi- 
tion.  They  placed  experienced 
officers  at  the  head  of  the  peafants, 
and  poked  them  in  the  defiles, 
woods,  and  mountains,  which  lay 
in  the  route  of  the  enemy. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  there 
appeared  to  Moreau  to  be  only  one 
ff  ep  which  he  could  take,  to  enable 
him  to  conclude  his  retreat  without 
fuftaining  a  ruinous  lofs..  It  was 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  impoflible  for 
him  to  retire  fafely,  through  a 
rugged,  hoflile  country,  while  the 
Auftrian  armies  were  hanging  clofe 
upon  his  footfteps,  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  every  favourable  mo¬ 
ment.  To  fight,  and  to  be  vic¬ 
torious,  that  he  might  have  time 
and  fpace  lor  his  ulterior  move¬ 
ments,  was  his  foie  refource. 
Circumftances  were  not  wanting 
to  authorize  a  hope  that  he  fliould 
fucceed  in  a  vigorous  effort  againft 
his  adyerfaries.  In  one  particular, 
he  had  a  marked  advantage.  His 
force  was  concentrated  in  the 
centre  of  a  circle,  while  that  of  the 
Auftrians  was  diffeminated  round 
the  circumference. 

The  army  of  General  Latour, 
was  tha t  which  moft  endangered 
him,  and  againft  which  he  could 
move  with  the  moft  facility. 
Againft  that  army,  therefore.  Ge¬ 
neral  Moreau  determined  to  di- 
yed  his  attack.  As  a  preliminary 
to  the  execution  of  his  plan,  he 
difpatched  his  fick,  wounded^  and 


part  of  his  baggage,  under  an  ef- 
cort,  ‘into  Switzerland,  by  the 
way  of  Schaffhkifen,  The  troops, 
on  their  arrival  in  Switzerland, 
were  difarmed,  andfent  to  France, 
acrofs  the  cantons  of  Zurich, 
Berne  and  Soleure. 

With  three  divifions  of  his 
army,  Moreau,  on  the  morning 
of  the  thirtieth,  fell  upon  the 
advanced  guards  of  the  columns  of 
Generals  Latour  and  Mercantin, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stein- 
haufen,  as  they  were  marching  to¬ 
wards  Schuffenried.  A  very  ob- 
ftinate  engagement  took  place. 
General  Latour,  however,  bring¬ 
ing  up  his  whole  corps  to  fuppor-t 
the  affailed  troops,  the  French 
were  ultimately  repulfed,  with 
lofs.  The  Auftrians  loft  fix  hun¬ 
dred  men,  four  hundred  and  twenty 
of  whom  belonged  to  the  corps  of 
the  Duke  of  Enghein,  which  bore 
the  brunt  of*  the  a&ion.  The 
duke  diftinguilhed  himfelf  greatly, 
on  this  occafion,  by  his  ability  and 
valour. 

This  attempt  having  failed, 
Moreau  refolved  to  make  one  ftill 
more  formidable,  on  all  points  of 
the  Auftrian  line.  His  plan  was, 
to  turn  the  right  and  left  of  the 
Auftrians,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  attack  their  center.  In  the 
nieht  of  the  firft  of  Oftober,  De- 
faix,  with  the  republican  left  wing, 
eroded  the  Danube,  at  Reidlingen, 
and  re. crofted  the  river  at  Mun- 
derkingen.  The  Auftrian  right 
wing,  between  the  Feder 
See  and  the  Danube,  was 
commanded  by  Major- 
General  Kofproth,  who  exercifed 
fo  little  vigilance,  that,  at  dawn 
of  day,  he  was  furprifed  by  De- 
faix,  and  entirely  defeated.  Two 
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pf  his  battalions  were  cut  off* ; 
the  remainder  fled  in  the  direction 
of  Biberach.  Moreau  then  at¬ 
tacked  the  Auftrian  center,  con¬ 
fiding  of  the  divifions  of  General 
Latour,  and  of  the  Princes  of  Furf- 
temburg  and  Conde.  Latour  made 
an  ©bitinate  refiftance  ;  but  his 
ri?h?  being  uncovered,  and  his 
rear  expofed,  by  the  defeat  of 
Jvoforoth,  he  fell  back  to  Ochfen- 
haufen,  and  his  example  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Prince  of  Furftem- 
burph.  The  Prince  of  Conde 
alone  flood  firm,  notwithftanding 
the  efforts  of  the  whole  French 
center  were  bent  againft  his  fmall 
corps.  To  cover  the  retreat  of 
the  Auftrians,  his  royal  highnefs 
took  a  pofition  before  Schwe  i- 
haufen,  which  he  defended  with  fo 
much  valour,  that  he  flopped  the 
republicans,  and  gave  the  routed 
ffivifions  time  to  fave  their  bag¬ 
gage  and  moft  of  their  artillery, 
and  retire  beyond  the  Rothem- 
bach,  By  this  time  the  Auftrian 
left,  under  General  Mercantin, 
had  alfo  been  compelled  to  give 
way,  and  to  make  a  retrograde 
movement  to  Muhlhaufen,  and 
thus  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  fl tui¬ 
tion  became  ftill  more  perilous. 
Yet  he  continued  to  maintain  his 
ground.  The  Duke  of  Enghein, 
at  the  head  of  the  cavalry,  thrice 
charged  the  republicans,  and  took 
from  them  a  piece  of  cannon.  At 
length,  the  Auftrian  army  having 
accompliihed  its  retreat,  the  prince 
withdrew  from  the  field,  (lowly  and 
in  excellent  order,  applauded  even 
by  the  men  whofe  principles  render¬ 
ed  them  his  inveterate  enemies. 

The  Auftrians  buffered  feverely 
in  this  battle.  Their  total  lofs 
y/as  not  lefs  than  five  thoufand 
men.  Eighteen  cannon  and  two 


ftandards  were  taken  by  the  vic¬ 
tors. 

The  freedom  of  his  movements 
being  thus,  in  fome  meafure,  fe* 
cured,  Moreau,  on  the  fifth,  re¬ 
commenced  his  retreat,  There 
was,  in  truth,  no  time  to  lofe,  as 
the  Archduke  wras  already  arrived 
on  the  Repchen,  with  the  troops 
which  he  had  led  from  the  Lower 
R-hine.  Moreau  deftined  a  part 
of  his  center  to  repel  Latour, 
whenever  that  general  fhould 
again  move  forward,  which,  in 
the  courfe  of  two  or  three  days 
he  began  to  do.  With  a  confi- 
derable  portion  of  his  army,  he 
difpatcbed  Defaix  over  the  Danube 
at  Riedlingen  and  Sigmaringen,  to 
difiodge  the  divifion  of  NauendorfF 
from  Rotweil  and  Villingen,  A  de- 
mi-brigade  was  fent  to  conduct  the 
baggage,  through  the  foreft-towns, 
to  Huningen.  The  republicans 
fucceeded  in  making  themfelves 
makers  of  Rotweil  and  Villingen, 
and,  on  the  tenth,  the  whole  of 
their  army  approached  the  entrance 
of  the  valley  of  Hell.  Through  that 
valley,  or  through  the  valley  of 
the  Kintzig,  it  was  neceflary  for 
them  to  force  a  paflage,  before 
they  could  reach  the  Rhine.  That 
of  Kintzig  was  too  well  fecured 
to  allow  of  their  making  any  au 
tempt  upon  it. ' 

The  valley  of  Hell  erodes  the 
Black  Mountains  between  Neuftat 
and  Friburg,  It  is  a  gloomy  and 
terrible  defile,  fix  miles  in  length, 
fhut  in  on  each  hand,  by  lofty, 
pointed,  woody  rocks,  and  in  fome 
places,  not  more  than  a  few  fa¬ 
thoms  wide.  At  the  bottom  rufhes 
a  torrent.  It  was  through  this 
valley  that,  in  1702,  the  intrepid 
Villars  refufed  to  penetrate,  when 
he  was  prefled  to  do  it  by  the 
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Eleftor  of  Bavaria.  (l  Your  high  - 
nefs  mull  excufe  me,”  he  replied, 
(C  I  am  not  a  devil  to  go  by  fuch  a 
road.*’ 

Through  the  valley,  which 
Villars  had  declined  traverfing, 
Moreau,  however,  refolved  to  pafs. 
Fortunately  for  him  the  Auftrians, 
unwifelv  placing  too  great  a  re¬ 
liance  on  its  natural  ftrength,  had 
occupied  it  with  but  a  Bender 
force.  Colonel  d’Afpre  had  only 
two  battalions  for  its  defence. 

Forming  his  right  and  left  into 
one  body,  to  keep  his  purfuers  in 
check,  Moreau,  on  the  tenth,  at¬ 
tacked  with  his  centre,  the  Au- 
Brians,  in  the  valley.  Unable  to 
refill  fuch  an  immenfe  fuperiority 
of  numbers,  colonel  d’Afpre  was 
driven  from  all  his  pofitions  fuc- 
eeflively,  and  compelled  to  retire, 
defperately  wounded,  to  Emmen- 
dingen.  The  victors  reached  Fri- 
burg  on  the  thirteenth,  and  on 
the  three  fucceeding  days  the  right 
and  left  wings  cleared  the  defile, 
and  the  whole  army,  with  indef- 
cribable  joy,  found  itfelf,  once 
more,  in  fight  of  the-  Rhine,  and 
delivered  from  the  hazard,  which 
it  had  long  run,  of  being  fur- 
rounded,  and,  perhaps,  reduced  to 
fubmit  to  a  difgraceful  capitula¬ 
tion.  By  this  retreat,  planned 
with  a  forefight  and  Ikill,  and  con¬ 
duced  with  a  coolnefs,  courage, 
and  perfeverance,  that  have  fel- 
dom  been  furpafled,  Moreau  fully 
efiablifhed  his  title  to  be  ranked 
among  thofe  genera’s,  who  have 
the  molt  dillinguiihed  themfelves 
in  their  arduous  profeffion. 

An  antagonift  worthy  of  him 
was  at  hand.  The  Archduke,  eager 
to  complete  his  work  of  freeing 
the  empire  from  the  prefence  of 
its  invaders,  was  now  arrived  at 


Herbolzheim,  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  Eltz,  and  had  formed  a  junc¬ 
tion  with  the  divifions  of  Petrarfch, 
NauendorfF,  and  Latour.  During 
his  march  to  the  Upper  Rhine,  his 
royal  highnefs  detached  nine  thou- 
fand  men,  under  General  Hotze, 
to  make  an  irruption  into  the  Pa¬ 
latinate  and  Alface,  and  prevent 
fuccour  from  being  fent  to  the 

O 

army  of  Moreau. 

Unfatisfied  by  the  honour  which 
he  had  already  gained,  or,  more 
probablv,  afting  upon  orders  from 
the  Die  Bor}’,  Moreau,  inftead  of 
clofing  his  toilfome  campaign, 
thought  only  of  keeping  the  field,  . 
and  acquiring  frefh  laurels.  It 
was  his  intention  to  march  along 
the  Rhine,  towards  Kehl,  raife 
the  blockade  of  that  fort,  give 
battle  to  the  Archduke,  and,  in 
cafe  of  a  viCory,  to  maintain 
himfelf  in  the  Brifgaw.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  took  the  neceflary  Heps 
to  open  the  way  into  the  valley 
of  thq  Kintzig.  One  divifion  he 
polled  atWaldkirch,  on  the  Eltz,  } 
to  cover  his  right  flank,  and  he 
ordered  another  divifion  to  feize 
upon  Eltzach,  higher  up  the  river, 
whence  a  road  pafies  into  the 
upper  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
Kintzig.  Eltzach,  however,  was 
found  to  be  too  ftrongly  occupied 
by  the  Auftrians,  to  admit  of  his 
wrelling  it  from  them. 

The  line  held  by  the  main 
army  of  the  Auftrians  extended 
from  the  Rhine,  on  the  right,  to 
the  mountains  of  Simonfwald,  on 
the  left.  The  corps  of  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  and  General  Frolich, 
which  hadfollowedMoreau  through 
the  Black  Foreft,  were  advanced 
before  the  extremity  of  the  left, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  valleys  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Mergen. 
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Following  the  courfe  of  the 
Eltz,  the  French  line  reached 
tom  Riegel,  on  the  left,  to 
Waldkirch,  on  the  right;  and  fe¬ 
rrate  corps  guarded  the  valleys  of 
Hell,  St.  Mergen,  and  St.  Peter, 
[n  front  of  their  left  the  repub- 
icans  alfo  held  ports  at  Kindriegen, 
Emmeldingen,  and  on  the  heights 
)f  Nlalterdingen,  beyond  the  Bret- 
ten  or  Millach,  a  little  ftream 
vhich  runs  parallel  with  the  Eltz  ; 
tnd  ' falls  into  it,  nearly  oppofite 
Riegel. 

The  Auftrians  did  not  remain 
[na&ive.  On  the  eighteenth  the 
Duke  of  Enghein,  at  the  head  of 
the  Prince  of  Conde’s  van-guard, 
Irove  the  French,  with  very  con- 
iderable  lofs/from  the  ports  of  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Mergen,  and  the 
Fill  more  formidable  port  of  the 
IHohlegraben,  the  higheft  and  moft 
:ommanding  point  of  that  part  of 
the  country.  General  Frolich  was 

! ike  wife  fuccefsful,  in  forcing 
bme  of  the  moft  important  paffes 
)f  the  valley  of  Hell. 

This  was  but  the  prelude  to 
pttions  of  greater  importance.  The 
Archduke  was  refolved  to  complete 
the  expulfion  of  the  republicans 
Prom  the  German  territory.  To 
accomplilh  this,  he  prepared  for  a 
general  attack  upon  the  whole  of 
their  line.  Three  columns  were 
affigned  to  drive  them  from  the 
ports  in  front  of  the  Eltz.  The 
right,  under  Latour,  was  to  fall 
upon  Kindriegen  ;  the  center,  led 
by  Wartenfleben,  to  carry  the 
heights  of  Malterdingen  ;  and  the 
left,  commanded  by  Petrarfeh,  to 
march  by  Heimbach  to  Emmen- 
ingen,  while  Major-General 
Meerfeldt,  with  one  brigade,  at¬ 
tacked  the  woods  upon  his  left, 
ind  Prince  Frederic  of  Grange, 


with  another  brigade,  endeavoured 
to  turn  the  right  of  the  pofltion, 
by  making  his  way  over  the  higheft 
parts  of  the  mountains.  The  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  French  right  was, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  be  affailed  by 
NauendorfF,  with  a  divifion  from 
Eltzach. 

Before  day  break,  on  the  nine¬ 
teenth,  the  troops  intended  for 
thefe  operations  marched  from  the 
camp  near  Kentzingen ;  but  the 
ground  was  fo  difficult,  and  the 
roads  were  fo  bad,  that  it  was 
almoft  noon  ere  they  reached  the 
different  points  at  which  ~  _ 
they  were  to  aflemble.  The 
aftion  began  at  noon.  At 
Kindriegen  the  column  of  Latour 
met  with  the  moll  determined 
refiftance.  It  was  repulfed,  and 
fuffered  feverely.  But  Prince 
Charles,  having  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  they 
returned  furioufly  to  the  charge, 
and,  at  length,  expelled  the  ene¬ 
my  from  the  village,  with  great 
lofs. 

The  left  and  centre  columns, 
were  oppofed  with  equal  vigour 
by  the  enemy.  It  was  not  with¬ 
out  infinite  labour  that  Major- 
General  Meerfeldt  made  himfelf 
partly  mafter  of  the  wood,  above 
Heimbach.  The  ground  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  favourable  to  the  enemy, 
who  defended  every  ftep  of  it. 
They  were  even  not  wholly  driven 
from  it  till  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
after  a  toilfome  march,  through  an 
almoft  impenetrable  country,  ap¬ 
peared  above  Emmendingen,  and 
began  to  attack  their  right  flank. 
This,  movement  decided  the  vic¬ 
tory.  The  republicans  immedi¬ 
ately  quitted  the  field,  eroded  the 
Bretten  and  Eltz,  at  Emmen¬ 
dingen  and  Dedingen,  and  broke 
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down  the  bridges  to  cover  their 
retreat* 

On  the  fide  of  Waldkifch  the 
Auftrians  were  not  lefs  fortunate. 
At  the  moment  his  column  was 
aflembled,  General  NauendorfF  was 
fallen  upon  by  a  considerable  body 
of  the  enemy,  led  by  General  Mo¬ 
reau.  He,  however,  vigoroufly 
repulfed  the  French  general,  drove 
him  beyond  the  river,  and  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  Waldkirch. 
Three  battalions  of  the  enemy 
were  furrounded,  of  which,  two 
were  difperfed  in  the  woods,  and 
the  third  laid  down  its  arms. 

This  viftory  did  not  coft  the 
Auftrians  more  than  a  thoufand 
men.  Among  their  wounded  was 
General  Wartenfleben,  whofe  arm 
was  broken  by  a  grape  (hot.  Two 
thoufand  prifoners  were  taken  from 
the  French,  and  the  number  of 
their  killed  and  wounded  was 
fcareeiy  inferior.  They  likewife 
abandoned  feveral  pieces  of,  ar¬ 
tillery.  Their  defeat  they  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  death  of  General 
Beaupuy,  who  commanded  their 
left  wing.  That  general  had  re¬ 
ceived  an  order  to  retire  over  the 
Eitz,  as  foon  as  the  Auftrians 
advanced  againft  him  ;  but  he  was 
flain  at  the  beginning  of  the  com¬ 
bat,  and  the  army,  ignorant  of 
that  order,  continued  the  engage¬ 
ment  in  a  difadvantageous  pod- 
don. 

After  the  battle,  Moreau  fell 
back  behind  the  Blotter,  polling 
his  right  from  the  rear  of  Langen 
Dentzling  to  fome  rnarfhy  ground 
beyond  the  village  of  V erfletten, 
and  his  center  at  Nieuburg. 

To  oblige  him  to  quit  this 
pofition,  the  Archduke,  on  the  en* 
fuing  day,  again  moved  forward. 
He  gave  orders  to  Latoiu  to  pafs 


the  Eltz  at  Deningen,  with  the 
right  wing,  while  he  himfelf 
with  the  left,  and  the  divifion  of 
NauendorfF  proceeded,  by  Lan- 
gen-Dentzling,  towards  Friburg. 
From  Langen- Dentzling  the  van 
of  the  archduke's  column  eafily 
diflodged  the  enemy  ;  but  Latoux 
having  been  ftrenuoully  oppofed, 
and  having  found  much  difficulty  in 
re-eftablilhing  the  bridge,  undei 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery, 
evening  came  on  before  the  paflage 
of  the  river  could  be  forced  ;  and 
the  Archduke,  therefore,  (as  only 
one  part  of  the  army  could  b« 
brought  into  adlion),  deemed  i\ 
inexpedient  to  commence  a  genera! 
affair,  and  refolved  to  delay  the 
attack  till  the  following  morning 
In  thecourfe  of  the  day,  the  Prince 
of  Furftemburgh,  who  conducted 
the  rio;ht  of  La  tour’s  column  hac 
fucceeded  indriving  the  enen\y  frou 
Riegel,  and  he  now  menaced  the 
high  road  to  Brifach. 

Moreau  had  not  fufficient  confi. 
dence  in  his  prefent  pofition  t( 
induce  him  to  receive  battle  in  it 
During  the  night  he  broke  up  hi: 
camp,  and  bent  his  way  toward 
Huningen,  having  previoufly  fen 
Defaix  with  a  divifion  acrofs  tin 
Rhine  at  Brifach,  to  march  rapidly 
down  the  river,  recrofs  it  a 
Kehl,  and  menace  the  rear  of  th 
archduke’s  army.  He  was  follows 
by  the  Auftrians,  who  enterei 
Friburg  on  the  twenty-ftrft,  a 
the  moment  when  the  diviftons  c 
the  Prince  of  Conde  and  genera 
Frolich  were  defeending  from  th 
mountains  to  that  place.  Th 
united  force  of  the  Auftrians  no^ 
prefled  fo  clofely  on  the  French 
that  continual  combats  took  plac 
between  the  van  of  the  one  army 
and  the  rear  of  the  other. 

Morea 
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Moreau  had  flattered  himfelf 
that  the  meafure  of  detaching  De- 
faix  to  Kehl,  would  compel  the 
Archduke  to  weaken  the  Auftrian 
army,  by  fending  a  part  of  it  to 
oppofe  the  republican  detachment. 
In  this  cafe  he  thought  he  fhould 
ftill  be  able  to  keep  his  footing  on 
the  right  bank  of  ,  the  Rhine. 
Under  this  idea,  he  ported  him¬ 
felf,  about  twelve  miles  from  Hu- 
ningen,  in  the  almoft  inexpugnable 
pofition  of  Schliengen,  and,  re- 
lying  upon  its  ftrength,  calmly 
waited  the  approach  of  his  adver- 
fary. 

This  pofition  confifts  of  a  chain 
of  abrupt  and  woody  heights, 
commencing  at  Candern,  and  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  Rhine  at  Steinftadt, 
where  they  terminate  in  an  inac- 
ceffible  declivity.  Along  the 
whole  of  the  front  runs  a  rivulet, 
which  rifes  in  the  lofty  mountain 
of  Hohen  Blauen,  and  flowing  by 
Ober  and  N'ieder  Eggenen,  Liel, 
Schliengen,  and  Steinftadt,  falls 
into  the  Rhine,  near  the  latter 
place.  The  right  fide  of  the  ri¬ 
vulet  is  in  all  points  overlooked 
by  the  heights  on  the  oppofite  fide. 
Rifing  alfo  in  the  Hohen  Blauen, 
but  taking  a  different  courfe  to 
reach  the  Rhine,  another  rivulet, 
called  the  Candern,  pafles  by  Sit- 
zenkirchen  and  Candern,  and  covers 
the  right  of  the  pofition. 

It  was  on  this  chain  of  heights 
that  Moreau  took  port,  his  right 
being  ftationed  at  Candern,  his 
center  above  Liel  and  Schliengen, 
and  his  left  on  the  eminence  above 
Steinftadt,  flanked  by  the  Rhine. 
All  the  villages  on  the  rivulet 
were  ftrongly  occupied  ;  and,  ad¬ 
vanced  in  front  of  the  center,  a 
ftrohg  corps  of  infantry  was  placed 
On  the  heights,  and  in  the  vine- 
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yards,  between  Schliengen  anti 
Feldberg. 

It  was  poflihle  to  diflodge  the 
enemy  from  this  pofition,  without 
a  battle,  by  marching  circuitoufly 
a  part  of  the  army  through  the 
mountains  on  the  left  of  the  Can- 
dern,  to  defcend  into  the  valley  of 
the  Wiefen,  and  threaten  his  com¬ 
munication  with  Huningen ;  but 
this  operation  would  have  taken 
too  much  time,  and,  as  the  roads 
were  rendered  very  bad  by  the 
rain,  would  have  been  exceedingly 
difficult.  The  Archduke,  there¬ 
fore,  in  fpite  of  all  the  obftacles 
which  he  had  to  overcome,  deter¬ 
mined  to  gain  his  point  by  opera 
force..  He  relied,  and  not  without 
good  reafon,  upon  that  confidence, 
and  even  enthufiafm,  with  which 
he  had  infpired  his  troops  by  his 
valour  and  fuccefies. 

The  enemy's  line  from  Schli¬ 
engen  to  the  Rhine  being  entirely 
unaffailable,  at  leaft,  with  any 
hope  of  a  favourable  refult,  the 
archduke  refolved  to  make  in  that 
quarter  only  falfe  attacks,  for  -the 
purpofe  of  keeping  the  enemy  em¬ 
ployed,  and  preventing  him  from 
detaching  fuccour  to  thofe  parts- 
which  were  really  in  danger.  It 
was  againft  the  heights  occupied  by 
the  French  right  wing  that  he  de- 
figned  to  direct  the  weight  of  his 
efforts.  If  he  fucceeded  in  forcing 
thofe,  the  way  would  be  opened  to 
his  further  progrefs,  and,  proba¬ 
bly,  to  a  complete  victory. 

The  Archduke  divided  his 
army  into  four  columns.  The 
Prince  of  Conde’s  corps,  headed  by 
the  Prince,  and  its  van  led  by  the 
D  uke  of  Enghein,  formed  the  co¬ 
lumn  on  the  right.  Nine  batta¬ 
lions  and  twenty-fix  fquadrons 
compofed  the  fecond,  which  was 
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commanded  by  the  Prince  of  Furf- 
temburgh.  The  third  column, 
which  was  led  by  General  Latour, 
confifted  of  eleven  battalions,  and 
a  brigade  of  cavalry  ;  and  the 
fourth,  which  was  confided  to 
Major-general  NauendorfF,  com- 
prifed  the  whole  van-guard  of  the 
army. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  affem- 
bled  his  column  at  Neuburg,  and 
advanced  to  Steinftadt. 
g’  Though  they  had  no  orders 
to  affault  the  village,  his 
troops  were  fo  eager  to  fignalize 
themfelves,  that  they  carried  the 
place  with  fixed  bayonets,  and 
maintained  themfelves  in  it  the 
whole  of  the  day,  notwithftand- 
ing  they  were  expofed  to  an  incef- 
fant  and  terrible  fire  from  the  ene¬ 
my,  by  which  an  officer  was  killed, 
while  he  flood  between  his  royal 
Highnefs  and  the  Duke  of  Berry. 

The  column  of  the  Prince  of 
Furfienburgh  marched  from  Muhl- 
heim,  and  ported  itfelf  on  the 
heights  oppofite  Schliengen,  of 
which  it  kept  pofleffion,  in  defi¬ 
ance  of  a  heavy  cannonade  from 
the  French  divifions  oppofed  to  it. 

The  column  of  General  Latour 
proceeded  from  Vegeffieim  through 
Feldberg,  and  then  feparated  into 
two  columns,  the  right  of  which 
fell  upon  the  republicans  in  the 
vineyards  between  Feldberg  and 
Schliengen,  and,  at  lart,  compelled 
them  to  retire  behind  Liel,  while 
the  left  drove  them  from  Egcnnen, 
parted  the  ravine,  and  attacked, 
and  partly  gained  poffeffion  of,  the 
woody  hills  behind  it.  This  was 
not  accomplifhed  without  a  hard 
ilruggle;  as,  favoured  by  the  ground, 
the  French  everywhere  defended 
themfelves  with  the  utmoft  ob- 
fljnacy.  The  whole  of  the  column. 


after  its  fuccefs,  occupied  a  line  ex¬ 
tending,  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  feldberg,  by  Nieder  Eggenen, 
towards  Feurbach. 

The  greateft  fhare  of  the  labour 
of  the  day  fell  to  the  column  which 
was  led  by  General  Nauendorff. 
That  column  was  obliged  to  march 
all  the  preceding  night.  As  far  as 
Feldberg  it  moved  in  the  fame 
dire&ion  with  the  corps  of  Gene- 
ral  Latour;  but  it  there  turned 
off  the  left,  by  the  caftle  of  Bur- 
glen,  to  penetrate  to  the  fource  of 
the  Candern  rivulet.  The  roads 
having  been  rendered  nearly  im- 
paffable  by  the  rain,  it  was  two  in 
the  afternoon  before  Nauendorff 
could  come  fully  into  adlion.  Di¬ 
viding  his  column  into  feveral 
fmall  columns,  he  attacked,  and, 
notwithftanding  the  determined 
oppofirion  of  the  enemy,  made  him- 
felf  marter  of,  the  villages  of  Sitz- 
enkirchen,  and  Candern,  and  all 
the  high  ground  between  Can¬ 
dern  and  Feurbach.  By  this  means 
he  was  enabled  to  eftablifh  a  com¬ 
munication,  near  Feurbach,  with 
the  left  of  General  Latour. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  be¬ 
fore  all  this  could  be  effeded,  A 
thick  mift  now  came  on,  and  was 
followed  by  a  violent  rtorm*  which, 
lading  till  dark,  put  an  end  to  the 
conteft.  At  the  clofe  of  the  battle, 
the  left  of  the  Auflrian  army  oc¬ 
cupied  a  line  which  pafled  ob¬ 
liquely  acrofs  the  extremity  of  the 
republican  right. 

The  right  of  the  French  pofition 
having  thus  become  untenable,  the 
republicarr  right  wing  confequently 
fell  back  to  the  heights  of  Tannen- 
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kirchen,  a  port  fcarcely  lefs  formi¬ 
dable  than  that  which  it  had  aban¬ 
doned.  Moreau,  however,  did 
not  chufe  to  hazard  another  en¬ 
counter, 
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Counter,  in  which  a  defeat  might 
prove  fatal.  He  quitted  the  heights 
in  the  night,  and  arrived  the  next 
morning  at  Haltingen.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  next  day,  his 

6^*  army,  under  the  protection 
of  a  ftrong  rear-guard, 
crofled  the  Rhine  at  Huningen, 
without  lofs  ;  the  Auftrian  infan¬ 
try  not  having  been  able  to  come 
up  in  time  to  interrupt  its  retreat. 
Moreau  placed  a  garrifon  in  the 
bridge  head  of  Huningen,  left  his 
right  wing  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town,  and  marched  with  the 
remainder  of  his  force  toward 
Strafburgh,  near  which  city,  in  the 
village  of  Illkirch,  he  eftabliftied 
his  head- quarters. 

The  fort  of  Kehl,  and  the 
bridge-head  of  Huningen,  were 
the  only  fpots  which  the  French 
now  retained  on  the  German  fide 
of  the  Upper  Rhine.  Before,  how¬ 
ever,  we  proceed  to  narrate  the 
lieges  of  thofe  forts,  we  muft  re¬ 
turn  to  trace  the  final  operations 
©f  the  contending  armies  on  the 
Lower  Rhine. 

The  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe  was  no  longer  under  the 
command  of  Jourdan.  That  Ge¬ 
neral  had,  towards  the  clofe  of  his 
retreat,  entirely  loft  the  confidence 
of  the  republican  rulers,  of  whom  he 
had  once  been  the  favourite.  His 
bitter  complaints  againft  the  plan 
of  the  campaign,  the  want  of 
means  in  which  he  had  been  left, 
the  mifconduCt  of  his  commiflaries, 
and  the  infubordination  of  his 
troops ;  a  demand  which  he  made, 
of  extraordinary  and  unlimited 
powers  to  reftore  difeipline  ;  but, 
above  all,  the  difafters  which  he 
had  fuftained,  were  the  caufe  of 
this  change  in  the  fentiments  of 
the  Directory.  He  was  temQYcd 
V«L.  XXXVIII, 
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from  his  command,  and  Beurnon- 
ville,  who,  after  his  releafe  from 
Olmutz,  had  been  placed  over  the 
army  of  the  north,  was  fubftituted 
in  his  place.  Beurnonville  brought 
with  him,  to  his  new  command,  a 
part  of  the  army  of  the  north* 

The  difmifiion  of  Jourdan  did 
not  reftere  order  to  the  army. 
Defertion  became  even  more  pre* 
valent,  and  many  of  the  fubaltern 
officers,  and  fome  of  the  generals, 
chofe  to  fhare  his  difgrace.  The 
army,  indeed,  was  Ui  want  of  every 
thing  which  diftinguifhes  an  army 
from  a'  confufed  multitude.  It 
wanted  provifions,  clothes,  horfes, 
artillery,  and  arms.  The  Direc¬ 
tory,  neverthelefs,  was  anxious 
for  it  immediately  to  recommence 
offenfive  operations ;  that,  before 
the  moment  was  gone  by,  a  diver- 
fion  might  be  made  in  favour  of 
Moreau.  Beurnonville  did  all  in  his 
power  to  gratify  their  withes. 
He  remonftrated,  he  difmifled,  he 
cafhiered,  he  (hot ;  but  all  this 
Only  wafted  time  which  was  pre¬ 
cious,  without  putting  an  end  to 
the  diforders  which  palfied  the 
ftrength  of  his  army. 

Meanwhile,  General  Werneck, 
to  whom  the  Archduke  had  en- 
trufted  the  Auftrian  army  on  the 
Lower  Rhine,  took  every  precau¬ 
tion  which  prudence  could  fuggeft, 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  once 
more  penetrating  into  the  empire. 
His  advanced  polls  were  on  the 
Sieg,  and  his  head-quarters  at 
Uckerath.  In  the  fear  that  he 
might,  perhaps,  be  compelled  t<p 
quit  the  pofition  of  the  Sieg,  he 
improved  the  pofition  of  the  Lahn, 
by  uniting,  with  entrenchments, 
the  towns  of  Limburg  and  Monta- 
baur,  to  the  fortrefs  of  Ehren- 
breitftein.  But,  left  even  this  line 
[QJ  &oul4 
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jfhould  be  broken  through,  he  form¬ 
ed  a  fecond  line  of  defence,  by  for¬ 
tifying  the  town  of  Friedberg, 
which  Hands  on  the  Ufe,  a  fmall 
flream  that  falls  into  the  Wetter. 

The  force  which,  under  Gene¬ 
ral  Hotze,  had  been  difpatched 
from  Manheim  by  the  Archduke, 
fpread  confternatfon  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine.  One  divifion 
deftroyed  the  lines  of  Germer- 
fheim,  and  penetrated  into  Alface, 
almoft  to  the  gates  of  Strafhurgh, 
levying  contributions,  and  taking 
hoftages.  Another  divifion  march¬ 
ed,  in  an  oppofite  direction,  as  far 
as  Kaiferflautern  and  Baumholder. 
Alarmed  by  this  irruption,  the  re¬ 
publicans  withdrew,  to  reinforce 
the  garrifon  of  Landau,  the  troops 
which  had  been  hitherto  employed 
in  watching  Mentz.  General  Neu, 
the  governor  of  Mentz,  now  pufh- 
ed  on  to  theNahe,  with  a  part  of 
his  garrifon,  defeated  fome  fmall 
corps  on  that  river,  took  pofTeflion 
of  Bingen,  and  other  important 
polls,  and  threatened  to  advance 
into  the  Hundfruck.  Thefc  move¬ 
ments  excited  fo  much  apprehenfion 
in  General  Beurnonville,  that  lie 
hajfened  to  fend  into  the  Hundf- 
ruck  four  divifions  of  his  army, 
which  was  thus  too  much  weaken¬ 
ed  to  make  any  attempt  againft 
the  army  of  General  Werneck. 

On  the  twenty-ftrft  of  October, 
General  Werneck  fent  feveral  fmall 
detachments  acrofs  the  Rhine,  both 
above  and  below  Coblentz.  His 
defign  was,  to  alarm  the  enemy  on 
the  left  bank,  and  to  deftroy  the 
bridge  of  boats  at  Neuwied,  which 
was  already  much  damaged  by 
floods,  and  by  trees  and  heavy 
bodies  floating  down  the  river. 
The  deflrutftion  of  the  bridge  was 
accomplished.  The  detachment 


recrofled  the  Rhine,  after  feveral 
fmart  aflions,  with  the  lofs  of  only 
two  hundred  and  eighty -four  men. 
This  affair  furiiifhed  Beurnonville 
with  an  opportunity  of  difplaying 
thofe  talents  for  mifreprefentation 
and  gafeonade  which  he  had  fo 
Arikingly  manifefted,  when  he 
gave  an  account  of  his  difaftrous 
campaign  in  1 793.  He  converted 
this  trivial  attack  into  an  impor¬ 
tant  engagement,  and  flared  the 
lofs  fuflaiped  by  the  Auflrians  at 
four  thoufand  men,  of  whom  a 
thoufand,  he  faid,'  were  prifoners. 

A  fevere  a&ion  took  place,  the 
fame  day, between  the  Auflrian  and 
republican  advanced  guards,  on  the 
Sieg.  It  ended  in  the  defeat  of 
the  latter,  who  fufFered  greatly. 

The  divifions  fent  from  the 
army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe 
enabled  the  republicans  to  recover 
their  ground  in  the  Hundfruck, 
where  the  Auflrians  were  polled, 
with  their  right  at  Bingen,  ancLtheir 
left  near  Kreutznach.  On  the  twen- 
ty-fixth  the  Auflrians  were  attack¬ 
ed,  but  they  maintained  their  poll- 
tion.  The  attack  was  renewed 
the  next  day,  and  the  French  en¬ 
deavoured  to  turn  the  left  of  their 
opponents.  This  attack  was  not 
more  fuccefsrul  than  the  former. 
As,  however,  the  pofleflion  of  this 
ground  was  not  of  the  flighteft 
military  importance,  the  Auftrian 
generals  retired,  in  the  evening, 
behind  the  Seitz.  The  flain  and 
wounded  on  each  fide  were  about 
three  hundred.  Two  hundred  pri¬ 
foners  were  taken  by  the  Inw 
perialifts. 

In  the  mean  time,  another 
French  divifion  marched  toward; 
Kaiferflautern,  as  did  likewife  a 
divifion  from  the  army  of  Moreau 
to  compel  the  corps  under  genera 
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Ho  tee  to  retire.  On  their  ap¬ 
proach,  that  general  fell  back  to 
the  entrenched  camp,  before  Man- 
helm.  Here,  on  the  feventh  of 
November,  he  was  attacked  by 
the  enemy  ;  but,  notwithstanding 
their  efforts  were  continued 
through  the  greateft  part  of  the 
day,  they  were  unable  to  make 
any  impreflion  upon  the  pofition 
which  he  occupied. 

This  was  the  laft  affair  of  any 
confequence  which  occurred  be¬ 
tween  the  hoftile  armies.  The 
badnefs  of  the  weather,  the  break¬ 
ing  up  of  the  roads,  the  imprafti- 
cable  nature  of  the  country  in  fuch 
a  feafon,  and  the  inceffant  fatigue 
which  the  troops  had  undergone, 
combined  to  induce  both  the 
French  and  Auftrian  generals  to 
clofe  the  campaign.  On  the  fixth 
of  December,  a  fufpenfion  of  arms 
was  accordingly,  agreed  upon,  be¬ 
tween  General  Kray  and  General 
Kleber.  The  Auftrians  were  to 
retire  behind  the  Sieg  ;  the  French 
behind  the  Wipper.  The  latter 
were  to  evacuate  the  bridge-head 
of  Neuwied,  carying  away  their 
cannon,  and  leaving  only  a  guard 
of  twenty-five  men.  The  river 
Nahe  was  to  feparate  the  two  ar¬ 
mies,  on  the  fide  of  Mentz.  Either 
party,  on  giving  ten  days  notice, 
was  at  liberty  to  put  an  end  to 
the  armiftice,  and  to  re-occupy 
the  pods  which  it  held  before  the 
agreement  was  concluded.  In 
purfuance  of  this  arrangement,  the 
French  withdrew  their  troops  and 
artillery  from  the  bridge-head,  on 
the  tenth  of  December,  and  the 
armies  on  both  fides  went  into 
winter  quarters. 

It  was  not  a  little  lingular, 
that  this  fufpenfion  of  hoftilitie3 
was  formally  difavowed  by  the 
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French  and  Auftrian  governments, 
yet  was,  neverthelefs,  ftri&ly  car¬ 
ried  into  execution.  What  could 
induce  the  republicans  to  be  diffa- 
tisfied  with  it  is  not  eafily  to  be 
difcovered.  On  the  fide  of  the 
Auftrians  the  difavowal  is  thought, 
and  with  apparent  reafon,  to  have 
been  a  ftroke  of  policy  in  the  Arch¬ 
duke,  to  prevent  the  troops  with 
which  he  was  befieging  Kehl,  and 
which  were  fuffering  the  greateft: 
hardlhips,  from  making  painful, 
and,  perhaps,  difpiriting  compa- 
rifons,  between  their  own  fituation, 
and  that  of  their  fellow -foldiers 
on  the  Lower  Rhine. 

That  the  reader  may  form  fome 
idea  of  the  toils  which  the  army  of 
the  Archduke  had  to  encounter,  it 
will  be  proper  to  give  a  defcription 
of  the  place  againft  which  its  ope¬ 
rations  were  dire&ed.  The  fort 
of  Kehl  is  fttuated  on  the  German 
fide  of  the  Rhine,  oppofite  the  cita¬ 
del  of  Stralburgh,  and  between  the 
Kintzig  and  the  Rhine.  It  was 
originally  conftrucled,  on  thefcite 
of  fome  old  forts,  by  the  celebrat¬ 
ed  Vauban,  after  the  feizure  of 
Stralburgh,  in  1681,  by  Lewis  the 
fourteenth.  The  body  of  the 
place  confifted  of  four  baftions, 
which  were  covered  by  two  horn- 
works,  called  the  hornworks  of  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Rhine.  Between 
the  twohornwoks,  and  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Kintzig,  was  a  large 
lunette,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
river.  In  1703,  the  fort  was 
taken,  in  twelve  days,  by  Marfhal 
Villers,  and,  in  1733,  it  held  out 
ten  days  againft  the  Duke  of  Ber¬ 
wick,  Having  been  reftored  to 
the  empire,  by  the  treaty  of 
Baden,  the  works  were  fubfequent- 
ly  demolilhed  to  the  level  of  the 
ground,  and  the  ditches  filled  up  ; 
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but,  the  foundations,  and  their 
facings  of  mafonry,  were  left  un¬ 
injured. 

Previoufly  to  the  paflage  of  the 
Rhine,  by  Moreau,  the  Auflrians 
had  thrown  up  a  few  field-works, 
to  guard  againft  furprife  in  this 
quarter,  and  to  command  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  iilands.  The  fort  they 
had  ft  ill  allowed  to  remain  in 
ruins*  The  French,  however,  as 
foon  as  they  got  a  footing  in  Swa¬ 
bia,  hailened  to  re-eft  ablilh.  Kehl, 
and  to  add  immenfely  to  its 
flrength.  On  the  left  of  the  place 
they  threw  up  entrenchments,  in 
the  ifles  of  the  Kintzig,  and  occu¬ 
pied  a  ftar  redoubt,  which  had 
been  raifed  by  the  Imperialifts. 
Rut  it  was  on  the  right  that  they 
made  their  great eft  exertions. 
Here  they  formed  an  entrenched 
camp,  of  great  fize  and  ftrength, 
which  completely  precluded  all  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  fort.  It  extended, 
femicircularly,  from  the  horn- 
work  of  the  Upper  Rhine,  to  the 
ifland  of  Erlen-Rhin,  one  of  thole 
innumerable  iilands  with  which  the 
Rhine  is  thickly  Town,  in  the 
whole  of  its  courie  between  Swa¬ 
bia  and  Alfaee.  Its  left  was  co¬ 
vered  in  front  by  a  marfh  ;  and  at 
the  extremity  by  a  redoubt, 
named  the  redoubt  of  the  burying 
ground,  which  had  a  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  hornwork  of  the 
Upper  Rhine.  In  the  centre, 
flanked  by  many  fnaaller  works, 
was  a  formidable  redoubt,  with 
two  derm-baftions,  called  by  the 
French  the  wolf-trap  redoubt,  and 
by  the  Auftrians,  the  Swabian  re¬ 
doubt.  It  was  palifaded ;  its 
ditches  were  deep  ;  and  it  was  fur- 
rounded  by  two  rows  of  thofe 
conical  pits  termed  wolf-traps, 
from  which  it  acquired  its  French 


denomination.  The  right  of  th’E 
camp  was  carried  along  an  ancient 
dike,  and  terminated  oppofite  the 
ifland  of  Erlen-Rhin.  In  the 
ifland  itfelf  a  hornwork  was  erect¬ 
ed,  communicating  with  the  right 
of  the  camp,  by  means  of  a  bridge 
of  boats,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
a  large  and  ftrong  redoubt.  Still 
further  to  the  right,  clofing  the 
line,  was  another  confiderable 
work,  which  covered  redoubts, 
raifed  in  fome  finall  iilands,  beyond 
and  behind  the  Erlen-Rhin*  The 
approaches  to  all  thefe  works  were 
enfiladed  by  numerous  and  power¬ 
ful  batteries,  along  the  left  bank  of 
the  river.  In  the  rear  of  Kehl,  on  an 
ifland,  was  a  camp  of  referve  ;  and 
the  communication  between  Straf- 
burgh,  the  fort,  and  the  Erleru 
Rhin,  was  kept  open  by  three 
bridges,  fo  placed  that  it  was 
almoft  impcflible  for  the  Auftrians 
to  cannonade  them,  till  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  entrenchments  was 
far  advanced.  To’  fecure  thefe 
bridges  from  the  effedl  of  fire-fliips 
and  heavy  veflels,  fent  down  the 
current,  the  republicans  barred  the 
paffage  of  the  Rhine,,  with  a 
barrier  of  piles.  Forty  battalions, 
under  General  Defaix,  compofed 
the  garrifon  of  Kehl,  and  its  aux¬ 
iliary  works  ;  and  this  large  force 
was  obvioufly  capable  of  an  inde¬ 
finite  increafe. 

The  lines  of  contravallatiori 
were  commenced  by  the  beftegers, 
on  the  twenty-fixth  ef  October, 
and  were  of  great  extent  and 
ftrength ;  confining  of  numerous 
redoubts,  connected  by  curtains* 
The  conftru&ion  of  them  was  not 
interrupted  by  the  garrifon  of 
Kehl,  which  was  too  bufily  en¬ 
gaged  in  completing  its  own 
works  to  think  of  making  Tallies* 
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In  finiftung  thefe  lines,  in  col- 
leHing  magazines,  and  taking 
other  preliminary  fteps  to  begin 
the  liege,  more  than  half  the 
month  of  Novemberwas  employed. 
The  Archduke  took  up  his  quarters 
at  Offenburgh,  that  he  might  be 
at  hand  to  fuperintend  and  encou¬ 
rage  his  troops.  On  the  eleventh 
of  November  the  place  was  fum- 
moned,  but  without  effeH. 

The  trenches  were  opened  on 
the  night  of  the  twenty-firft,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Kintzig. 
Not  a  ftiot  had  yet  been  fired. 
This  calm,  however,  was  the  pre¬ 
lude  of  a  ftorrn.  The  republicans 
were  preparing  for  a  formidable 
attack  upon  their  antagonifts. 

At  day-break,  on  the  twenty- 
fecond,  fixteen  thoufand  infantry, 
and  four  thoufand  cavalry.  Tallied 
forth  from  the  fort  and  camp,  ad¬ 
vanced  rapidly  and  filentiy  to  the 
left  wing  of  the  firft  line  of  the 
Auftrians,  and  carried  three  re¬ 
doubts  and  the  village  of  Sund¬ 
heim,  almoft  before  their  approach 
was  known.  Three  redoubts  of 
the  frit  line  yet  remained  untaken. 
Thefe  they  impetuoufiy  alfaulted, 
with  a  part  of  their  infantry, 
while  the  remainder  marched  a- 
gainft  the  fecond  line.  Here  their 
progrefs  was  flopped,  chiefly  by 
the  gallantry  of  Prince  Frederick 
of  Orange.  He  rallied  his  bri¬ 
gade,  placed  a  portion  of  it  be¬ 
hind  a  dyke,  and  refilled  the  moll 
defperate  .efforts  of  the  enemy, 
though  fome  of  their  divifions  had 
aftually  penetrated  into  his  rear. 
The  remaining  redoubts  of  the 
firfl  line,  alfo,  notwithflanding 
they  were  furrounded  by  the  re¬ 
publicans,  who  affailed  them  with 
it  fury  bordering  upon  madnefs, 
were  defended  with  a  valour  which 


has  never  been  exceeded.  Their 
ditches  were  filled  with  the  flain. 
Time  was  thus  given  to  General 
Latour,  to  bring  the  referve  into 
action.  He  retook  the  village  of 
Sundheim,  and  maintained  it,  in 
fpite  of  all  the  reiterated  efforts  of 
the  French  to  diflodge  him.  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Stader  likewife 
recovered  the  redoubt  to  the  left 
of  Sundheim,  and  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  moving  forward  againft 
the  column  which  he  had  fo  nobly 
repelled,  routed  it,  and  won  back 
the  redoubts  which  it  had  carried. 
The  Archduke  was  every  where 
prefent,  animating  and  leading  on 
his  troops.  After  a  combat  of 
four  hours,  the  republicans  retired 
into  their  entrenched  camp. 

This  fanguinary  engagement 
cofl  the  Auftrians  thirteen  hundred 
men,  and  the  French  more  than 
two  thoufand.  The  latter  had 
four  generals  wounded,  among 
whom  was  General  Moreau. 
They  yarried  off  five  pieces  of 
cannGn,  and  fpiked  a  few  in  the 
redoubts. 

The  refult  of  this  Tally  having 
convinced  the  French  of  the  im- 
pojfjlbili ty  of  compelling  the  Auf¬ 
trians  to  raife  the  liege,  they  con¬ 
fined  their  efforts  to  keeping  up  an 
incefifant  fire,  and  to  making  fmall- 
er  failles,  calculated  to  harafs  the 
befiegers,  and  to  retard  the  pro¬ 
grefs  of  the  works.  In  thefe  ral¬ 
lies  they  were  uniformly  repulfcd, 
before  they  could  do  any  injury. 

The  batteries  to  the  right  of  the 
Kintzig  were  opened  againfl  the 
place  on  the  twenty-eighth  of 
November.  This,  however,  was 
meant  only  for  a  falfe  attack,  to 
divert  the  enemy’s  attention  from 
the  true  attack,  which  was  to  be 
conducted,  between  the  Schucte? 
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and  the  Rhine,  againft  the  en¬ 
trenched  camp.  The  batteries 
began  to  fire  on  the  fixth  of  No¬ 
vember,  and,  on  the  fame  day,  the 
Auftrians  made  themfelves  mailers, 
by  a  {fault,  of  one  of  the  iflands 
beyond  the  Erlen  Rhin,  and  of 
the  large  work  by  which  it  was 
covered. 

In  the  night  of  the  ninth  they 
attacked  fome  w  ,>rks  which  the 
French  had  eftablifhed,  before  the 
camp,  among  the  ruins  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Kehl.  This  gave  rife  to 
an  obftinate  aftion.  Thrice  the 
Auftrians  were  repulfed  ;  at  laft, 
they  fucceeded.  *  They  did  not 
long  retain  their  prize.  The 
French,  on  the  following  morning, 
returned  to  the  charge,  and  expel¬ 
led  them  from  the  works.  The 
Auftrians  made  two  more  attacks 
upon  them,  on  the  two  enfuing 
days,  and  were  defeated  in  both. 
Two  efforts  to  ftorm  the  hornwork 
in  the  Erlen  Rhin,  were  equally 
unfortunate.  Much  blood  was  ihed 
in  thefe  fruitlefs  contefts. 

d  he  fecond  parallel  was  now 
begun.  f  he  conftruftion  of  it  was 
attended  with  the  utmoft  labour 
and  difficulty.  The  trenches  were 
fo  filled  with  water  from  the  rains, 
the  thaw,  and  the  confequent  over¬ 
flowing  of  the  Schutter  and  the 
JCintzig,  that  it  was  fcarcely  pof- 
iiole  to  remove  the  heavy  artillery 
from  the  one  parallel  to  the  other. 
Ihe  troops,  expofed  to  the  incle¬ 
mency  and  changeftdnefs  of  the 
feafons,  to  an  almoft  continual 
cannonade  and  bombardment,  and 
f  requen  ilj.  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
who  never  reJinquifhed  an  inch  of 
giound  without  a  combat,  were 
worn  down  by  fatigue  and  difeafe, 
from  which,  as  much  as  from  the 
fwpfdj  grpat  numbers  periftied. 


Nothing,  perhaps,  but  the  animat¬ 
ing  example  of  the  Archduke,  and 
the  afcendancy  which  he  had  ac¬ 
quired  over  the  affe&ions  of  his 
foldiers,  could  have-  induced  them 
to  continue  their  toils  with  fuch 
an  unmurmuring  conftancy  as  they 
uniformly  cfifplayed. 

The  new  batteries  were  opened 
on  the  eighth  of  December,  and, 
on  the  fame  day,  the  befiegers 
ftormed,  and,  at  length,  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  republican  entrench¬ 
ments  in  the  village  of  Kehl.  On 
this  occafton  they  made  two  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners,  and  took  two  ho¬ 
witzers  and  four  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  obftinacy  of  the  French  de¬ 
fence  arifing  entirely  from  the 
continual  reinforcements  which 
Strafhurgh  furnifhed,  the  Arch¬ 
duke  caufed  feveral  ftrong  firefhips 
to  be  fitted  up,  in  the  hope  that, 
when  they  were  fent  down  the 
Rhine,  their  weight  or  their  ex- 
piofion  would  deftroy  the  bridges, 
between  the  city  and  the  fort. 
Several  of  thefe  veffels  were  launch¬ 
ed  at  different  times,  but  the 
barrier  of  piles,  and  the  watchful- 
nels  of  the  enemy,  prevented  them 
from  reaching  their deftined  objedt. 

To  fave,  as  much  as  poffible, 
the  lives  of  the  foldiers,  the  ap¬ 
proaches  proceeded  by  the  flow  but 
certain  mode  of  fap.  Thefapwas 
pufhed  forward  towards  the  Erlen 
Rhin,  the  right  of  the  camp,  and 
the  Swabian  redoubt,  By  the  end 
of  December  it  was  carried  with¬ 
in  two  hundred  paces  of  the  camp, 
and  the  Archduke  gave  orders  for 
an  affaulf. 

The  new  year  was  nfhered  in  by 
this  a  {fault.  Four  battali-  T 
ons,  led  by  the  Prince  of  ~  n' 
Ora  nge,  were  directed  to  I?97‘ 
attack  the  right  of  the  camp,  and 
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four  other  battalions,  under  Major- 
general  Zopf,  to  matter  the  Swa¬ 
bian  redoubt.  The  Prince  of 
Orange  advanced  again/t  the  en¬ 
trenchments,  carried  them  with 
fixed  bayonets,  and,  prompted  by 
Ills  wonted  courage,  pufhed  on¬ 
ward,  took  fome  other  works,  and 
followed  the  routed  republicans 
even  into  their  camp.  The  latter 
being  there  reinforced  by  the  re¬ 
feree.  and  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  occafioning  confufion,  the 
Prince  of  Orange  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  keep  his  advanced  po¬ 
rtion.  He,  therefore,  fpiked  fif¬ 
teen  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fell  back 
to  the  works  which  he  had  firft 
taken,  where  he  now  kept  his 
ground  againft  all  the  efforts  of 
the  enemy. 

General  Zopf,  meanwhile,  had 
driven  the  French  from  the  formi¬ 
dable  Swabian  redoubt,  with  great 
daughter,  and  purfued  them  to¬ 
wards  their  camp.  He  turned 
their  artillery  againft  them,  and 
gave  time  to  the  workmen  to  form 
lodgments  in  the  captured  redoubts 
and  lines,  and  to  conned:  them 
with  the  trenches.  By  the  fuccefs 
of  this  aftault  the  communication 
between  the  right  and  left  of  the 
republican  camp  was  inter¬ 
rupted. 

The  fame  evening  the  Andrians 
alfo  a  {faulted  the  works  in  the 
bland  of  Erlen  Rhin.  They  car¬ 
ried  the  lefler  redoubts,  but  failed 
to  obtain  poffeffion  of  the  horn- 
work. 

The  lofs  was  great  on  both 
fides.  That  of  the  Auftrians  was 
more  than  a  thoufand  men  ;  that 
of  the  French  was  double  the 
number. 

Anxious  to  bring  this  toil- 
fome  fiege  ,to  a  conclufion,  the 
Archduke  refolved  to  drive,  on 


the  fixrh,  the  republicans  from  the 
Erlen  Rhin,  that  he  might  be 
completely  maker  of  the  right  of 
the  camp.  The  enemy,  however, 
did  not  deem  it  wife  to  wait  the 
approach  of  the  Auftrians.  On 
the  night  of  the  fifth  they  aban¬ 
doned  the  hornwork,  and  its 
dependencies,  and  retired  to 
Strafburgh. 

The  left  of  the  camp  was  the 
only  part  of  it  that  v/as  now  held 
by  the  French.  It  was  flormed 
on  the  night  of  the  fixth.  The 
affailants  iell  at  once  upon  the  re¬ 
doubt  of  the  burying  ground,  the 
minor  redoubts  on  the  left,  and 
the  hornwork  of  the  Uppef 
Rhine.  They  carried  all  the  re* 
doubts,  but  the  French  fucceeded 
in  regaining  the  redoubt  of  the 
burying  ground. 

The  Auftrians  were,  at  laft, 
enabled  to  dired  their  fire  upon 
the  bridges  between  Kehl  and 
Stralhurgh.  The  batteries  opened 
upon  them,  on  the  eighth  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  and  with  fuch  effed,  that 
fome  of  the  boats  were  immedi¬ 
ately  funk,  and  others  damaged. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  next  twelve 
hours  great  progrefs  was  made  to¬ 
wards  their  deftrudion  ;  and  the 
republicans  became  convinced  that 
their  communication  was  on  the 
eve  of  being  cut  off,  and  that  it 
was  not  poftible  to  preferve  Kehl 
any  longer,  without  expofing  the 
garrifon  to  the  rifk  of  being  put 
to  the  fword.  General  Defaix 
was,  in  confequence,  fent  out  t» 
arrange  a  capitulation. 

Twenty- four  hours  were  allow¬ 
ed  to  the  French  to  retire  from  the 
fort.  On  the  tenth,  they 
withdrew,  taking  with 
them  their  arms,  bag- 
gage,  artillery,  and  even  the  plat¬ 
forms,  pali fades,  and  fplinters  of 
[O4]  the 
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the  bombs.  Kehl  when,  after 
forty-nine  days  open  trenches,  it 
was  entered  by  the  Auftrians,  was 
little  more  than  a  heap  of  ruins. 

The  Icfs  of  lives  on  each  fide, 
during  the  liege,  was  immenfe ; 
and  it  fell  chiefly  on  the  flower  of 
the  Aullrian  and  French  infantry. 
Nearly  ten  thoufand  men  of  each 
army  found  a  grave  in  Kehl,  and 
a  narrow  circle  round  it.  The 
lofs  could  not  but  be  feverely  felt 
by  both  parties,  but  it  was,  be¬ 
yond  all  comparifon,  more  fatal  in 
its  fubfequent  effedls  to  the  Aus¬ 
trians,  than  it  was  to  their  anta- 
gonifts. 

The  bridge  head  of  Huningen 
was  the  foie  point  now  retained  by 
the  French  upon  the  right  bank  of 
the  Upper  Rhine.  It  confilted  of 
a  large  hornwork,  in  afandy  illand 
of  the  Rhine,  called  the  Shufter 
Infel,  feparated  from  the  German 
Khore  by  a  very  narrow  channel. 
The  front  of  the  hornwork  was 
covered  by  a  llrong  lunette  on  the 
right  bank.  But  the  chief  defence 
<of  this  work  was  drawn  from  the 
fortrefs  of  Huningen  itfelf,  and 
the  numerous  batteries  above  and 
below  it,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  which  commanded  the  ap¬ 
proaches  on  both  flanks  of  the 
bridge-head.  To  add  to  the 
flrength  of  the  polition,  the  re¬ 
publicans  had  likewife  commenced 
an  entrenched  camp,  on  an  elevated 
ground,  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
lunette.  This,  however,  the  ra¬ 
pid  advance  of  the  Auflrians  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  difcontinue. 

Thirteen  Aullrian  battalions, 
and  twelve  fquadrons,  under  the 
command  of  the  Prince  of  Furf- 
temburgh,  encamped,  towards  the 
latter  end  of  Gftober,  on  the 
heights  of  Weil  and  Haltingen, 


inverted  the  bridge-head,  and 
raifed  feveral  batteries  on  the  ad¬ 
jacent  high  grounds,  to  intercept 
the  communication  with  the  town. 
The  trenches  were  opened  on  the 
eighteenth  of  November,  and,  o# 
the  twenty-eighth,  eight  batteries 
being  ready,  the  republican  com¬ 
mander,  General  Abatucci,  was 
fummoned  to  furrender.  On  his 
refufal,  a  heavy  cannonade  was 
commenced  againft  the  town,  the 
hornwork,  and  the  bridge.  In 
the  courfe  of  three  hours  the  bridge 
was  entirely  deftroyed.  Hoping 
that  the  garrifon,  thus  cut  off  from 
fuccour,  would  be  intimidated, 
the  Prince  of  Furftemburgh  lent 
a  fecond  fummons,  but  without 
effedf. 

As  the  garrifon  was  left  to  its 
own  ftrength,  the  Aullrian  general 
determined  to  try  what  could  be 
done  by  a  vigorous  aflault.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  on  the  night  of  tha 
thirtieth  of  November,  the  Impe¬ 
rial  troops  were  put  in  motion  in 
three  columns.  The  lunette  was 
carried,  after  a  defperate  conteft, 
and  the  republicans  were  compelled 
to  retire  into  the  hornwork.  A 
part  of  the  aflfailants  then  advanced 
againft  the  hornwork,  which  they 
turned,  and  penetrated  as  far  as 
the  barrier.  Unfortunately,  one 
of  the  columns,  which  was  to  have 
fcaled  the  right  flank  of  the  work, 
loft  its  way,  fo  that  only  a  fmall 
portion  of  it  could  be  brought  up 
in  time  to  the  aflault.  The  Aus¬ 
trians  were,  in  confequence,  over¬ 
powered  by  the  fuperior  numbers 
of  the  French,  and  driven  back 
into  the  lunette,  where  they  flat¬ 
tered  themfelves  they  fhould  be 
able  to  maintain  their  ground. 
After  a  fhort  panfe,  Abattucci 
made  a  la lly,  with  the  whole  of 
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the  garrifon,  to  recover  the  lu¬ 
nette.  The  aftion  was  obftinate 
and  bloody,  but  he  was  finally 
fuccefsful.  The  Auftrians  were 
expelled  from  the  lunette,  and  ob¬ 
liged  to  retreat  to  their  camp, 
with  the  lofs  of  eight  hundred 
men.  The  French  did  not  fuffer 
lefs  feverely.  Their  greateft  lofs, 
however,  was  in  the  brave  and 
Ikilful  Abattucci,  who  was  mor¬ 
tally  wounded  towards  the  clofe  of 
the  ftruggle. 

Motwithftanding  the  deftruftion 
of  the  bridge,  the  republicans  ftill 
continued  to  keep  open  the  com¬ 
munication  with  the  hornwork, 
by  means  of  boats,  which  Hole 
acrofs  at  night,  under  favour  of 
the  darknefs.  Convinced  that  the 
furrender  of  Kehl  would  produce 
that  of  the  bridge-head  of  Hunin- 
gen,  the  Prince  of  Furftemburgh 
refolved  not  to  expofe  the  lives  of 
his  men,  by  making  defperate  at¬ 
tempts.  He,  therefore,  confined 
himfelf  to  pufhing  on  his  trenches, 
s  and  keeping  up  a  vigorous  cannon¬ 
ade  and  bombardment.  By  the 
letter  the  town  of  Huningen  was 
\  feveral  times  fet  on  fire,  much 
j  damage  was  done,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  were  nearly  all  driven  away. 
The  French,  too,  were  not  inac¬ 
tive.  They  made  many  fallies,  in 
which,  however,  they  were  gene¬ 
rally  defeated  ;  and  they  strength¬ 
ened  their  pofition,  by  throwing 
up  two  redoubts  on  the  flanks  of 
the  lunette.  But  the  period  foon 
arrived  when  it  was  evident  that 
any  further  refiftance  would  be 
worfe  than  ufeiefs.  By  the  latter 
end  of  January,  the  befiegers  had 
completed  their  batteries,  and 
mounted  the  heavy  artillery  which 
they  had  received  from  Kehl.  The 


French,  therefore,  on  the  fecond 
of  February,  made  an  offer  to  ca¬ 
pitulate.  They  were  allowed  the 
fame  terms  as  the  garrifon  of  Kehl, 
and,  on  the  fixth,  they  retired  to 
Huningen,  leaving  the  Auftrians 
in  complete  pofleflion  of  the  right 
bank  of  the  Upper  Rhine. 

By  tliefe  fevere  difafters  of  their 
armies,  on  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Rhine,  the  vaft  project  of  the  re¬ 
publicans  was  rendered  abortive. 
For  their  difappointment,  how¬ 
ever,  they  found  fome  confolation 
in  the  circumftance  of  their  having 
levied  heavy  contributions  upon 
the  empire,  fubfifted  and  paid  their 
legions  without  expence ;  and  de¬ 
tached  from  the  Confederacy  feve- 
ra!  of  the  German  princes.  But 
they  were  prudently  filenf,  as  to 
the  la vifh  price  at  which  this  con- 
folation  had  been  purchafed*  It 
was  bought  at  the  coft  of  a  large 
portion  of  their  beft  troops,  of  their 
military  ch  a  rafter,  and,  above  all, 
of  that  popularity  which,  till  the 
epoch  of  this  baffled  invafion, 
French  principles  had  too  exten- 
fively  enjoyed  in  Franconia,  and 
Swabia,  but  which  was  now  anni¬ 
hilated  by  the  profligate  and  brutal 
conduft  of  the  foldiers  of  liberty. 

Throughout  the  campaign,  the 
Amchduke  difplayed  talents  and 
fkill,  which  would  have  done  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  moft  experienced  ge¬ 
neral.  Too  much  praife  cannot 
be  given  to  the  flownefs  and  order 
of  his  retreat ;  to  his  ability  in 
preventing  his  opponent  from 
gaining  any  important  advantage; 
to  the  readinefs  with  which  he 
himfelf  feized  every  favourable 
opportunity  ;  to  the  foundnefs  of 
judgment  which  diftated  the  plan, 
and  pointed  out  the  happy  moment, 
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of  refuming  the  often  five  ;  and  to 
the  rapidity  and  fpirit  with  which 
he  pufhed  forward  his  operations, 
when  his  firft  fuccefs  againft  Jour- 
dan  had  given  him  the  afcendancy 
over  his  lately  viflorious  antago- 
nifts.  Of  all  his  meafures,  during 
this  arduous  campaign,  only  the 
fiege  of  Kehl,  appears  liable  to 
ferious  obje&ion.  The  French 
armies,  after  their  repeated  defeats, 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  excite 
alarm  for  the  fafety  cf  the  empire, 
even  had  the  feafon  for  aftion 


been  lefs  advanced  ;  and  had  the 
Auftrians,  therefore,  confined  them- 
felves  to  a  flridd:  blockade  of  Kehl, 
not  only  the  ten  thoufand  lives, 
which  were  loll  in  the  fiege,  might 
have  been  faved,  but  fuch  numerous 
reinforcements  might  have  been 
difpatched  to  Mantua,  as  would, 
perhaps,  have  decifively  turned  the 
fcale  againft  Buonaparte,  and  en¬ 
titled  the  archduke  to  be  named 
the  deliverer  of  Italy,  as  well  as  of 
Germany.  ( , 


CHAP.  XIII. 

Britift  ■  Domeftic  Hiftory.  Continued  hatred  manifefted  againft  the  Britift 
government  by  the  republican  rulers.  Defire  cf  peace  felt  by  Mr.  Pitt , 
and  the  greatejl  pari  of  the  cabinet.  Oppoftte  opinion  of  My.  Windham, 
Opening  of  the  SeJJion  of  Parliament .  The  Speech  from  the  Throne  difplays 
a  leaning  towards  peace.  Violent  attack  made  upon  it  by  Mr.  Sheridan. 
Mr.  Fox  moves  an  amendment  to  the  Addrefs ,  calling  for  an  immediate 
negotiation  voith  the  enemy .  He  cenfures  the  condudi  of  the  Minifters 
vith  great  feverity .  The  Addrefs  is  defended  by  Mr.  Pitt.  He  avows 

his  belief  that  the  new  French  conftifuiion  may  be  able  to  give  fecurity 
fir  the  permanency  of  a  peace .  The  amendment  is  negatived.  Debate  in 
the  Honfe  of  -  Lords.  Amendment  moved  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford ,  but 

with  drawn.  Meffage  from  his  Majeftyy  declaring  his  willingnefs  to  treat 
with  the  French  republic.  Amendment  to  the  Address ,  moved  by  Mr. 
Sheridan.  It  is  negatived  after  an  animated  debate.  Minifters ,  in  both 
Hcufes,  explicitly  declare  their  wijh  for  peace ,  if  it  can  be  obtained  upon 
honourable  terms.  Earl  Fitzwi'liam  exprefifes  his  decided  disapprobation 
of  the  fent  intents  of  the  meffage.  Violent  and  infilling  language  ufed 
towards  this  country  by  the  French  Directory.  The  Brit  if?  Min  fen 
perfevere  in  hoping  that  a  peace  may  be  obtained.  They  fignify  to  the 
royal  ft  chiefs  that  a  negotiation  will  probably  be  opened  with  the  re. 
publicans.  Mr.  Grey  brings  forward  a  motion  to  compel  them  to  negotiate 
immediately .  It  is  negatived  by  a  large  majority.  Attempt  made  to  opn 
a  negotiation .  Note  from  Mr.  Wickham  to  M.  Barthelemi.  Haughty 
reply  of  the  French  Directory .  The  failure  of  the  attempt  is  made  know?, 
by  the  Brit  ft  minfter3  in  a  note  adder  fed  to  the  ambaffadors  from  foreign 
courts. 
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A  MONG  the  powers  with 
^  which  republican  France  was 
in  a  ftate  of  hoftility,  Gjeat  Bri¬ 
tain  was  the  power  which  (he  re¬ 
garded  with  the  moft  inveterate 
and  deadly  hatred.  After  the  fall 
of  Roberfpierre,  fome  degree  of 
decorum  was  generally  obferved  in 
fpeaking  of  other  governments  ; 
but  that  of  this  country  was  ftill 
the  conftant  object  of  violent  me¬ 
naces,  and  of  coarfe  inventive  'and 
abufe.  It  was  branded  as  u  proud 
and  defpotic,  abject  in  adverfity, 
infolent  and  cruel  in  profperity, 
purfuing  a  Machiavelian  and  de- 
teftable  policy,  and  folely  animated 
by  an  infulting  and  greedy  ambi¬ 
tion.  ” — <(  The  detraction  of  its 
commerce,  cn  which  alone  was 
faid  to  hang  its  political  exigence, 
the  ruin  of  its  colonies,  and  the 
plunging  of  it  into  a  fhameful 
bankruptcy,  ”  were  declared  robe 
in  contemplation,  in  order,  among 
other  ends,  11  to  gratify  and  fa- 
tiate  the  juft  cravings  of  revenge, 
which  every  French  republican 
was  anxious  to  vent  againft  it.’* 
in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  decrees,  of  the  nineteenth 
of  November,  and  the  fifteenth  of 
December,  the  Britifh  people  were 
appealed  to  againft  their  rulers  ; 
and,  in  reality,  though  not  in  direct 
language,  were  ftimulated  to  re¬ 
bellion.  They  were  defired  to 
be  l(  convinced  of  the  pcrfidiouf- 
nefs  of  their  government,  and  to 
fee  the  dread  gulph  into  which  that 
government  would  infallibly  plunge 
them.”  Some  hopes  were  alfo  ex- 
prefled  that  they  “  began  to  open 
their  eyes,  and  would  not  fail  to 
Uifmaftf  its  manoeuvres  to  their 
fellow  citizens.”  It  was,  in  truth, 
not  folely  to  gratify  the  cravings 
of  revenge,  but  alio  to  produce. 


in  the  Britifh  people,  a  full  con¬ 
viction,  and  completely  to  clear 
their  fight,  that  the  annihilation 
of  their  commerce,  the  ruin  of  their 
colonies,  and  the  reducing  of  them 
to  a  bankrupt  ftate,  were  fo  phi- 
lanthropically  propofed.  This  lan¬ 
guage  was  not  held  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when,  though  Roberfpierre 
had  fallen,  authority  was  ft  ill  in 
the  hands  of  the  jacobinical  fac¬ 
tion.  It  was  delibe- 
* 

rately  ufed,  more  than 
twelve  months  after ; 
when  the  new  conftitution  was. 
completed,  and  France  was  in  con- 
fequence  claiming  to  be  again 
ranked  among  the  regular  govern¬ 
ments  of  Europe. 

L 

While  fuch  were  the  fentiments 
of  the  heads  of  the  republic,  the 
members  of  the  Britifh  cabinet, 
with  one,  and  we  believe,  but 
one  exception,  were  fincerely  de- 
firous  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
conteft.  By  the  violence  of  the 
enemy,  the  premier  had  been 
driven  into  a  war,  which  he  had 
long  hoped  to  avoid  ;  and  upon 
fleering  clear  of  which  he  had 
built  many  flattering  calculations 
of  national  profperity  andincreafed 
revenue.  It  is  highly  probable, 
that,  while  the  allied  arms  were 
yet  fuccefsful,  he  was  not  at  all 
averfe  from  a  continuance  of  efforts, 
which  afforded  a  reafonable  ex¬ 
pectation  that  The  vaft  expence  at 
which  they  were  made  would,  in 
fome  meafure,  he  counterbalanced, 
by  an  addition  to  the  territory  of 
this  country,  and  by  a  reduction 
of  the  ftrengthand  influence  of  her 
ancient  rival.  But  the  ftate  of 
affairs  was  now  fatally  changed ; 
and  he  feerns  to  have  thought  that 
there  was  no  longer  any  profpect, 
that  a  perfeverance  in  hoftilities 
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would  obtain  conqueils  offufficient 
magnitude  to  compenfate  for  the 
wafte  of  men  and  treafure  ;  or  for 
the  vexation  which  he  experienced, 
from  the  ceafelefs  attacks  of  his 
political  opponents,  and  from  the 
fufpenfion  of  his  commercial  and 
financial  projects.  He  was,  there¬ 
fore,  anxious  for  a  peace  ;  that  he 
might  again  fhine  in  that  fphere 
in  which  he  certainly  (hone  the 
brighteft.  The  danger  of  living 
in  the  vicinage  of  revolutionized 
France  he  was  willing  to  en¬ 
counter.  Nearly  all  the  remainder 
of  the  cabinet  are  believed  to 
have  entertained  fimilar  opinions. 
Mr.  Windham  alone,  differed  en¬ 
tirely  from  his  colleagues,  and  con¬ 
tended  that,  under  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  it  was  neither  wife  to 
feek  a  peace,  nor  practicable  to 
obtain  it.  The  haughtinefs  of  the 
enemy  would,  he  declared,  moft 
probably  render  fruitlefs  every 
attempt  to  negociate  ;  and,  even 
if  it  fhould  not,  their  principles 
were  of  that  malignant  and  conta¬ 
gious  nature,  their  hatred  to  the 
government  and  conflitution  of 
Great  Britain  was  fo  rooted,  and 
their  defigns  againil  them  were  fo 
irrevocably  refolved  upon,  that, 
while  the  fyftem  exifted  in  France, 
whatever  rnalk  it  might  wear,  no 
peace  could  be  made,  which  would 
riot  inevitably  be  fraught  with 
great  and  immediate  peril  to  our 
very  exigence  as  an  independent 
people.  It  was  not  to  acquire  a 
fugar  or  a  fpice  Bland,  that  he 
wifhed  to  carry  on  the  war;  it 
was  to  preferve  the  fafety  and 
honour  of  the  empire,  which  he 
was  convinced  could  be  preferved 
in  no  other  manner  than  by  a 


vigorous  refifFnce  to  the  for¬ 
midable  arms,  and  fill  more 
formidable  arts,  of  republican 
France. 

That  our  readers  may  have  a 
full  and  connected  view  of  the  fub- 
jeCt,  we  fhall,  in  this  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  chapter,  lay  before  them 
the  whole  proceedings,  both  in 
Parliament,  and  on  the  part  of  the 
cabinet,  which  occurred  relative 
to  peace,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  feflion,  down  to  the  abrupt, 
though  fcarcely  unexpected,  clofe 
of  Lord  Malmefbury’s  negotiation 
at  Paris,  with  the  French  Direc¬ 
tory. 

The  meeting  of  the  parliament, 
which  took  place  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  OTober,  ^  *  “9s 
was,  of  courfe,  the  fignal  I79 5* 
for  renewing,  between  the  two 
parties,  the  conteft  on  the  queflion 
of  peace.  The  fpeech  from  the 
throne  *  was  evidently  intended 
to  filence  the  clamours  of  op- 
pofition,  and  to  pave  the  way  for 
opening  a  negotiation  with  the 
French  republic.  After  having 
flared  the  fatisfaCtion  felt  by  his 
Majefly,  that  the  fituation  of 
affairs  had  been  materially  im¬ 
proved  in  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
it  declared  that,  “  the  diffraction 
and  anarchy,  which  had  fo  long 
prevailed  in  France,  had  led  to  a 
ciifis,  of  which  it  was  as  yet  im- 
poffible  to  forefee  the  iffiie ;  but, 
which  mull,  in  all  human  proba¬ 
bility,  produce  confequences  highly 
important  to  the  interefts  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  Should  that  crifis  terminate 
in  an  order  of  things,  compatible 
with  the  tranquillity  of  other 
countries,  and,  affording  a  reafon- 
able  expectation  of  fecurity  andper^ 


*  See  State  Papers,  Annual  Regifter,  1795,  ?•  *171* 
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roanence  in  any  treaty  which  might 
be  concluded,  the  appearance  of  a 
difpofidon  to  negotiate  for  a  general 
peace,  on  juft  and  reafonable  terms, 
would  not  fail  to  be  met,  on  his 
Majefty’spart,  with  an  earneft  de- 
fire  to  give  it  the  fulleft  and  fpee- 
dieft  effedl.55  At  the  fame  time,  it 
recommended  the  making  vigorous 
efforts  for  the  profecution  of  the 
war,  as  being  the  beft  means  of 
bringing  the  war  to  a  fpeedy  and 
honourable  termination.  It  clofed 
by  briefly  noticing  various  objefls 
of  importance  ;  and  by  calling  on 
the  two  Houfes  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  their  wifdom  might  fug- 
geft,  to  alleviate  the  diftrefs  arifing 
from  the  prefen t  fcarcity,  'and  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  poflible,  the  re¬ 
currence  of  embarraffments  of  a 
fimilar  kind. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
addrefs  was  moved  by  the  Earl  of 
Dalkeith,  and  feconded  by  the 
honourable  Mr.  Stewart.  Their 
fpeeches  were  extremely  concife; 
touching  upon  few  points,  and 
upon  thofe  but  lightly.  The  ex- 
haufted  ftate,  and  immenfe  ex¬ 
penditure,  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
ftrength  and  favourable  financial 
fituation  of  this  country,  were  the 
prominent  topics.  In  one  part  of 
his  fpeech,  however,  the  mover  of 
the  addrefs,  held  language  which 
was  certainly  not  in  unifon,  either 
with  the  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
or  with  the  fubfequent  opinions 
delivered  by  minifters.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  time  was  come 
for  treaty,  or  that  the  conftitution 
of  France  was  fuch  as  to  enfure  lia¬ 
bility  to  a  treaty. 

The  members  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  were  not  at  all  propitiated,  by 
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the  manner  in  which  his  Ma jelly 
had  expreffed  himfelf  with  refpedl 
to  a  peace.  Mr.  Sheridan  was 
the  firft  to  declare  his  difappro- 
bation  of  the  addrefs,  and  to  pour 
forth  a  vehement  philippic  againft 
the  minifters.  Attacking  the 
whole  of  their  condudl,  he  dwelt 
with  peculiar  bitternefs  on  two 
heads  of  accufation.  Thefe  were 
the  war  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
the  declaration  *  iffued  by  Louis 
the  eighteenth.  The  former  he 
coniidered  as  having  been  neg- 
ledled  in  the  moft  criminal  manner* 
and  the  latter  as  penned  under  the 
direction  of  minifters,  and  indicat¬ 
ing  their  intention  to  re-eftablilh 
the  old  unqualified  fyftem  of  def- 
potifm  in  France;  an  intention 
which,  he  faid,  conftituted  them 
traitors,  and  for  which  they  de¬ 
ferred  to  lofe  their  heads. 

General  Tarleton  and  Mr.  M. 
Robinfon  having  fpoken  againft 
the  addrefs,  and  Mr.  Jenkinfon  in 
vindication  of  it,  Mr.  Fox  moved 
an  amendment,  cenfuring  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  war,  affirming  the 
capability  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  maintain  the  accuftoined 
relations  of  peace  and  amity,  and 
praying  his  Majefty  to  diredt  his 
minifters  to  offer  immediately  fuch 
terms  to  the  French  republic,  as 
fhould  be  confrftent  with  the 
honour  of  his  crown,  and  with 
the  fecurity  and  interefts  of  his 
people. 

The  neceftity  of  adopting  this 
amendment  was  infilled  upon  by 
the  honourable  mover,  in  a  fpeech 
which  lafted  two  hours,  and  which 
■was  fraught  with  the  fevereft  in- 
vedlive.  He  once  more  re-pro¬ 
duced  all  the  old  beaten  arguments^ 


*  For  the  declaration,-— See  Annual  Regifter  forl;95.  State  Papers,  p.  260* 
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which  he  and  the  members  of 
his  party  had  fo  often  urged  on 
former  occafions.  The  fatisfac- 
tion  which  his  Majefty  was  made 
to  exprefs  he  ireated  as  an  infult, 
and  the  mention  of  the  improved 
Hate  of  affairs  he  termed  an  impu¬ 
dent  falfehood.  Thefcarcity  was, 
he  maintained,  aggravated  by  the 

war,  and  the  refloration  of  peace 

was,  he  thought,  the  mofl  likely 
way  to  bring  back  its  companion, 
plenty.  On  the  two  expeditions, 
to  Quiberon  and  Ifle  Dieu,  but 
efpecially  on  the  former,  he  lavifh- 
ed  the  mofl  opprobrious  epithets 
with  which  his  memory  could  fur- 
nifh  him.  The  fallacy  of  contend¬ 
ing  that  the  fall  of  the  afiignats 
mufl  put  an  end  to,  or  palfy,  the 
republican  exertions,  he  expofcd 
with  much  force  ;  and  he  remind¬ 
ed  his  hearers  that  France,  when 
her  paper  currency  was  at  the  laft 
gafp,  had  made  a  brilliant  and  fuc- 
cefsful  campaign.  ri  he  language 
of  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  he 
defcribed  as  vague  and  infignificant, 
and  as  holding  out  no  hope  that 
the  contefl  would  be  fpeedily  ter¬ 
minated.  In  the  ufual  manner,  he 
threw  on  this  country  the  blame 
of  the  origin  of  the  war.  The 
war  he  confidered  as  having  been 
entered  into  to  fupprefs  certain 
opinions  in  France  ;  and  not  be- 
caufe  there  was  any  real  danger 
apprehended  from  the  republic. 
"With  refped  to  the  famous  decree 
of  the  nineteenth  of  November, 
he  affirmed  that  we  might  have  got 
rid  of  it  by  negotiation.  On  what 
evidence  he  thought  proper  to  af¬ 
firm  this,  he  did  not,  however,  ex¬ 
plain.  Nor  did  he  give  his  rea- 
fons  for  afferting  that  miniffers 
might  have  negociated  with  the 
enemy,  at  every  moment  fince  the 


commencement  of  the  war.  For 
himfelf,  he  would,  he  faid,  have 
treated  with  Roberfpierre,  or  with 
any  fet  of  men  in  power  ;  he  would 
willingly  treat  even  with  a  people 
who  had  feven  conflitutions  pet 
week.  All  the  different  govern, 
ments  in  France  had  been  capa. 
ble  of  maintaining  the  relations  of 
peace  and  amity  ;  and  of  this  theii 
behaviour  to  Sweden  and  Prufiia 
was  a  fufficient  proof.  On  thefe 
and  fimilar  grounds,  he  argued  that 
theHoufe  ought  to  rejed  the  origi¬ 
nal  addrefs,  and  give  its  fandionto 
the  amendment  which  he  propofed. 

The  amendment  was  flrenuoufly 
combated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  deemed  it  fo  ex. 
traordinary  and  objedionable,  that 
he  could  fcarcely  believe  it  to  be 
ferioufly  offered.  It  was  fuch,  he 
hinted,  as  a  minifter  could  not 
have  brought  forward,  without  de. 
ferving  to  be  impeached.  In  an- 
fwer  to  Mr.  Sheridan’s  comments 
upon  the  fatisfadion  teftified  by 
his  Majefly,  he  defired  the  Houfe 
to  contrail  the  prefent  Hate  of  af¬ 
fairs  with  the  Hate  of  affairs 
at  the  opening  of  the  laH 
feffion,  and  then  decide  whether 
there  was  no  improvement,  no  rea- 
fon  for  fatisfadion.  Among  the 
moft  prominent  of  the  reafons 
which  he  conceived  to  exin,  was 
the  obvious  diminution  of  the  re¬ 
publican  refources  for  continuing 
the  war.  The  enemy  were  now, 
he  faid,  in  a  fituation  in  which 
they  felt  a  greater  neceflity  than 
ever  for  peace  ;  and  in  which  it 
was  apparent  they  had  a  much 
Hronger  difpoHtion  for  it.  They 
had  likewife  abjured,  in  a  con. 
Hderable  degree,  thofe  dangerous 
dodrines  which  they  had  formerly 
profefied,  arid  propagated  with  fa 
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much  ardour.  The  afiertion  that 
all  the.  former  governments  of 
France  had  maintained  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  peace  and  amity  with  neu¬ 
tral  powers,  and  had  confequently 
been  capable  of  maintaining  them 
with  England,  was,  he  contended, 
incorreft  ;  and,  in  proof  that  it 
was  fo,  he  inftanced  the  treatment 
which  Geneva  had  received,  and 
the  attempts  made  to  ftir  up  re¬ 
bellion  in  America.  Adverting 
to  the  new  confiitution,  he  declar¬ 
ed  that  the  principles  of  it  would 
admit  of  folid  and  internal  perma¬ 
nence,  in  any  treaty  which  might 
be  formed,  and  might  be  able  to 
give  good  fecurity  that  a  treaty 
would  not  be  violated,  if  that 
confiitution  was  once  fairly  put  in 
aftivity,  our  objections  to  nego¬ 
tiate  would  be  at  an  end  ;  and  peace 
might  be  obtained,  provided  the 
enemy  were  willing  to  conclude 
it  upon  equitable  and  honourable 
terms.  He  clofed  Ms  fpeech  by 
cenfuring,  as  both  falfe  and  per¬ 
nicious,  the  language  which  had 
been  ufed  refpefiing  the  fcarcity, 
and  promiiing  that  his  Majefiy’s 
afinifiers  would  employ  every 
means  in  their  power  for  reducing 
the  high  price  of  grain,  and  for 
tendering  more  comfortable  the 
fituation  of  the  poor. 

After  a  few  obfervations,  from 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Windham,  and  Mr. 
Sheridan,  the  queftion  being  put, 
the  amendment  was  rejected,  by 
240  affirmative  againfi:  59  negative 
voices. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  a  warm 
debate  arofe  upon  a  fimilar  amend¬ 
ment,  w'hich  was  moved  by  the 
Duke  of  Bedford.  The  amend¬ 
ment  was  fupported  by  the  Dukes 
of  Norfolk  and  Grafton,  the 
Marquis  of  Lanfdowne,  and  the 
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Earl  of  Lauderdale;  and  was  oppofed 
by  Lord  Grenville,  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  the  Earl  of  Mansfield,  and 
Earl  Spencer.  The  arguments  on 
each  fide  were  neceflarily  almofi:  the 
fame  with  thofe  which  were  advanc¬ 
ed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The 
topic  of  the  fcarcity  occupied,; 
however,  a  larger  fhare  of  the 
aifcuffion  in  the  Upper  than  in  the 
Lower  Houfe.  The  Duke  of 
Bedford,  at  length,  in  a  very 
handfome  manner,  confented  to 
withdraw  his  motion ;  declaring 
that  he  meant  nothing  unfair  or 
unparliamentary,  and  that  he  did 
not  wifh  to  clog  the  rainifiers,  if  he 
could  fee  any  profpecb  of  their 
aCling  on  a  pacific  fyftem.  The 
addrefs  was  confequently  carried, 
without  a  divifion. 

Neither  the  language  which  had 
been  held  from  the  throne,  nor  that 
which  had  been  ufed  on  the  fame 
fubjeft  by  the  minifters,  being, 
however,  fatisfadlory  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  in  oppofition,  Mr.  Grey,  on 
the  twenty-third  of  November, 
gave  notice  of  a  motion,  tending 
to  a  pacification  with  the  prefenc 
government  of  France.  The  bring¬ 
ing  forward  of  this  motion  he,  ne^ 
verthelefs,  twice  pofiponed  ;  and  at 
length  was  induced  to  fufpend  for 
an  indefinite  period,  in  confequence 
of  the  meffage  which  was  deliver¬ 
ed  from  his  Majefty  to  the  two 
Houfes. 

This  meffage  which  was 
brought  down  to  the  Commons  on 
the  eighth  of  December,  and  to 
the  Lords  on  the  following  day, 
while  it  recommended  to  them  to 
make  provifion  for  defraying  any 
extraordinary  expences,  informed 
them  “  that  thecrifis  which  was  de¬ 
pending  at  the  commencement  of 
the fefuon,  had  led  tofuchanorderof 

things 
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things  in  France  as  would  induce 
his  Majefty,  conformably  to  the 
fentiments  which  he  had  already 
declared,  to  meet  any  difpofition 
for  negotiation  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  with  an  earneft  defire  to 
give  it  the  fulleft  and  fpeedieft  efs. 
feft,  and  to  conclude  a  treaty  for 
a  general  peace,  whenever  it  could 
be  effe&ed  on  juft  and  honour¬ 
able  terms,  for  himfelf  and  his  al¬ 
lies.  **  It  ended  by  exprefiing  the 
wiihes  of  his  Majefty  that  “  the 
fpirit  manifefted  by  parliament, 
the  recent  fuccefles  of  the  Auftrian 
armies,  and  the  continued  and 
growing  embarraflments  of  the 
enemy,  might  fpeedily  conduce  to 
the  attainment  of  this  objeft,  on 
fuch  grounds  as  the  juft  ice  of  the 
caufe  in  which  the  country  was  en¬ 
gaged,  and  the  fituation  of  affairs, 
might  entitle  his  Majefty  to 
expert.” 

The  Addrefs  of  Thanks,  which, 
of  courfe,  was  merely  an  echo  of 
the  meflage,  was  moved  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  in¬ 
troduced  it  with  a  few  words,  in 
which  he  merely  pointed  out  the 
conformity  of  fentiment  in  the 
meflage  and  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  and  declared  his  hope  that 
the  prefen t  communication  would 
be  received  with  pleafure  by  the 
Houfe. 

Little  pleafure  was,  however, 
felt  by  the  gentlemen  hoftile  to  the 
miniftry.  The  meafure  was  not 
llrong  enough  to  meet  with  their 
approbation.  An  amendment  was, 
in  confequence,  propofed  by  Mr. 
Sheridan.  It  regretted  that  the 
internal  order  of  things  in  Fiance 
had  ever  been  confidered  as  an  ob- 
ftade  to  negotiation,  and  prayed 
“  that  the  .form  of  government, 


dr  internal  order  of  things,  In 
that  country,  whatever  they  now 
were,  or  fliould  become,’*  might 
be  no  bar  to  the  reftoration  of 
peace  ;  and  it  likewife  prayed  his 
Majefty  to  give  diftinft  dire&ions 
that  an  immediate  negotiation 
might  be  entered  into  for  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  that  falutary  object. 

The  fpeech  of  Mr.  Sheridan, 
though  (hort,  abounded  in  bitter- 
nefs.  He  believed  that  the  mef- 
fage  had  been  brought  forward  to 
anticipate  and  defeat  the  intended 
motion  of  Mr.  Grey  ;  that  the 
minifter  was  infincere  ;  and  that 
he  had  Ijill  fome  fubterfuge  in 
ft  ore,  and  hoped  to  find  a  pretext 
to  juftify  him  in  continuing  the 
conteft,  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
eftablilhing  the  old  French  def- 
potifm.  Ridiculing  the  idea  that 
the  minifter  had  acquired  in  a 
fingle  week,  or,  at  the  molt,  within 
the  laft  five  weeks,  fuch  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  character  of  the  new 
republican  government,  as  induced 
him  to  believe  that  a  peace  might 
be  fafely  made,  Mr.  Sheridan 
alked  whether  the  heads  of  the 
new  government  were  not  men 
who  had  voted  for  the  death  of. 
Lewis  the  fix  teen  th,  and  of  whom 
it  had  been  faid  that  they  were  the 
caufe  of  the  war,  and  that  no  fet¬ 
tled  order  of  things  could  take 
place  in  France,  till  they  had  fallen 
under  the  fword  of  juftice.  Did 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
change  his  opinion  merely  becaufc 
forms  were  altered,  becaufe  the  old 
men  now  fat  in  one  place,  and  the 
young  ones  in  another  ?  Far  from 
thinking  this  government  to 
be  better  than  its  predecelTors, 
Mr.  Sheridan  confidered  it  as  much 
worfe  ;  and  he  intimated  that  the 
republican  rulers  had  conciliated 
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the  good  opinion  of  the  Britifli 
minilters  entirely  by  their  having 
adopted  the  fydem  of  felf-eleftion, 
eftablilhed  their  authority  by  mi¬ 
litary  force,  taken  all  power  into 
their  hands,  and  treated  with  con¬ 
tempt  the  rights,  opinions,  and  in- 
terefts  of  the  people.  In  the  ad- 
drefs  there  was,  he  faid,  one  word, 
that  which  afferted  the  judice  of 
the  war,  which  alone  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  prevent  him  and  his 
friends  from  giving  their  aflent. 
His  great  objeflion,  however,  to 
the  addrefs  he  dated  to  be,  that  it 
was  fo  worded  as  to  afford  minif- 
ters  an  opportunity  of  continuing, 
or  renewing,  hodilities,  if  any 
change  fhould  now  or  hereafter  be 
made  in  the  government  of  France* 
On  this  ground  he  moved  his 
amendment. 

The  fame  fentiments  were  avow¬ 
ed,  though  with  lefs  afperity  of 
manner,  by  Mr.  M.  Robinfon,  and 
Mr.  Grey.  There  was  one  cir- 
cumdance  on  which  all  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  drongly  animadverted,  and 
which,  as  we  fhall  foon  fee,  became 
afterwards  a  frequent  fource  of 
warm  debate,  and  unbounded  cen- 
fure.  It  was  the  peculiar  time  at 
which  the  meffage  was  brought 
down  to  the  houfe,  and  which  was 
confidered  as  having  been  fixed  on 
for  the  purpofe  of  putting  an  enor¬ 
mous  profit  into  the  pockets  of  the 
loan  contractors. 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  as  might  be 
expefled  from  his  known  wifh  for 
peace,  and  attachment  to  the  -mi- 
nifters,  was  the  fird  to  defend  the 
original  motion,  and  to  condemn 
the  amendment,  as  unneceflary, 
unconditutional,  and  likely,  if  ear¬ 
ned,  to  prove  highly  injurious  to 
the  public  intered.  With  much 
force  of  argument  he  contended, 
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in  reply  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  the 
order  of  things  edablifhed  in 
France  was  infinitely  fuperior  to 
every  thing  which  had  preceded 
it ;  and  he  pointed  out  many  fink¬ 
ing  indances  of  its  great  and  indif- 
putable  fuperiority. 

The  propriety  of  the  addrefs, 
and  of  his  own  conduft,  was  vindi¬ 
cated,  in  an  eloquent  and  elaborate 
fpeech,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  After  forcibly  com¬ 
menting  upon  the  want  of  candour 
and  confidency  difplayed  by  his 
opponents,  and  (hewing  that  the 
propofed  amendment  was  highly 
improper,  he  went  over  all  the  va¬ 
rious  grounds  of  objection  which 
had  been  urged  againd  himfelf  and 
his  colleagues.  He  denied,  in  the 
mod  unequivocal  terms,  that  he 
had  ever  laid  down,  as  a  fine  qua 
non,  the  redoration  of  monarchy 
in  France,  or,  refolved  to  carry  on 
an  internecine  war,  unlefs  that  re¬ 
doration  was  accomplifhed.  The 
war  had  been  carried  on  Solely 
to  preferve  ourfelves  from  the  dis¬ 
organizing  principles  of  the  French 
revolutionids.  That,  by  confent- 
ing  to  treat,  he  had  b,een  guilty  of 
any  derelifiion  of  principle,  was, 
he  faid,  contrary  to  faff.  On  all 
former  occafions  he  had  dated,  that 
he  would  confent  to  a  peace,  when¬ 
ever  there  was  a  reafonable  expec¬ 
tation  of  fecurity  for  its  continu¬ 
ance.  The  quedion,  therefore, 
was,  whether  that  fecurity  might 
now  be  expeffed.  This  led  him  to 
compare  the  prefen  t  and  the  pad 
order  of  things  in  France,  and  to 
fliew  that  the  former,  however 
difiant  it  might  be  from  what  he 
could  wifh,  had,  neverthelefs, 
greatly  the  advantage  over  the 
latter,  irt  many  points  of  momen¬ 
tous  importance.  But  he  did  not 
[-FJ  red 
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reft  on  the  form  of  government  all 
his  hope  of  fecuriry  for  a  peace. 
He  argued  that  the  exhaufted 
condition  of  the  republican  re- 
fources  afforded  reafon  to  believe, 
that  a  fafe  peace  might  be  conclud¬ 
ed  ;  ai  d  this  argument  he  likewife 
urged  in  anfwer  to  thofe  who 
feemed  to  fear  that  a  change  in 
the  French  conftitution  would  pro¬ 
duce  a  renewal  of  the  conteft.  It 
was,  he  thought,  not  probable  that 
any  fet  of  men,  who  might  come 
into  power,  would  deem  it  politic 
to  reject  a  treaty  concluded  with 
thofe  who  were  at  this  moment  at 
the  head  of  the  republic.  Peace, 
therefore,  might  be  made,  if  the 
enemy  was  pacifically  difpofed  ; 
and  the  whole  of  the  queftion  would 
row  depend  on  the  terms  of  the 
treaty. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  anfwered  by  Mr. 
Fox,  who  once  more  retraced  the 
ufual  circle  of  accufations,  refped- 
jng  the  origin  of  the  war,  and  the 
faults*  inconfiftency,  and  inftnccri- 
ty,  of  the  minifters.  He  was  re¬ 
plied  to  by  Mr.  Dundas,  who  de¬ 
clared  minifters  to  be  perfectly 
ftncere  in  their  wifhes  for  peace  ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  cautioned 
the  Houfe  and  the  country  againft 
believing  that  an  immediate  peace 
muft  be  the  neceffary  confequcnce. 

The  amendment  fuggefted  by 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  negatived,  with¬ 
out  a  diviiion. 

In  the  Lords,  his  Majefty’s  mef- 
fage  produced  only  a  fnort  debate. 
The  addrefs  was  agreed  to,  with¬ 
out  a  divifton  ;  the  Duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford  having  declined  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  an  amendment  which  he  had 
prepared.  Some  fevere  cenfur.es 
were,  however,  p’affed  on  minifters, 
by  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  and 
#ie  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  They  were 


replied  to  by  Lord  Grenville,* 
With  refped  to  the  fincerity  of 
himfelf  and  hjs  co-adjutors  in  of¬ 
fice,  he  fpoke  in  the  fulleft  and 
plaineft  language.  Lie  pledged  his 
honour,  and  declared  that  he  would 
rifk  his  character  and  life  upon  if, 
that  minifters  were  ftncere  ;  at 
leaf!  for  his  part  he  was  ;  and  he 
believed  the  crifis  was  arrived 
when  w7e  might  treat,  if  propofals 
were  made. 

This  eagernefs  which  the  mi¬ 
nifters  teftifLd  to  treat  with  the 
republican  government,  could  not 
fail  ro  excite  the  diflatisfadion  of 
thofe  who  were  of  opinion  that  the 
principles  of  the  rulers  of  F  ranee  were 
ftill  unchanged,  and  that  the 
proximity  of  a  revolutionary  power 
was  incompatible  wfith  the  fafety 
of  the  Britifh  Conftitution.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  a  few  days  after  the  ad- 
drefs  had  been  carried,  Lord  Fitz- 
wiiliam,  who  when  it  was  brought 
forward  was  abfent  from  town,  and 
unapprized  of  its  nature,  took  an 
opportunity  to  declare  his  entire 
ckftent  from  the  fentiments  which 
were  avowed  in  the  melfage. 
The  original  objed  of  the  war, 
into  which  the  country  had  been 
forced,  was,  hefaid,  to  reftore  order 
to  France  ;  and  on  that  ground 
alone  had  he,  and  the  friends  with 
whom  he  added,  been  induced  to 
give  it  their  fupport.  The  recent¬ 
ly  eftablifhed  government  he  con- 
ftdered  as  being  ftill  a  pure  unqua¬ 
lified  democracy,  containing  the 
feeds  of  diftention  and  anarchy,  and 
offering  no  fecurity  for  religion, 
property,  or  order. 

Nearly  at  the  moment  when 
the  Britifh  minifters  were  employ¬ 
ed  in  framing  his  Majefty’s  mef¬ 
lage,  the  French  Diredory  was 
fending  down  to  the  Council  of 

Five 
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Five  Hundred  a  meffage  of  a  very- 
different  nature.  In  this  meffage, 
delivered  on  the  third  of 

ec'  ^  December,  and  which 
1 795-  related  to  the  navy,  the 
Directors  defcribed  the  Britifh 
people  as  <(  thofe  cruel  and  im¬ 
placable  enemies,  whofe  per¬ 
fidious  policy  fo  well  julliftes  our 
hatred,  and  calls  for  all  our  ven¬ 
geance.”  They  did  not,  indeed, 
declare  againft  peace.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  expreffed  their  defire 
of  a  fpeedy  peace  ;  but  they  took 
care  alfo  to  add,  that  it  mud  be 
((  founded  on  the  defeat  and  hu¬ 
miliation  of  their  maritime  ri¬ 
vals.”  “  Such,  faid  they,  is  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  all  our  wifhes,  fuch  will 
be  the  end  of  all  our  efforts,  and 
fuch  is  the  cry  of  the  whole  French 
nation.” 

It  may  be  fuppofed,  however, 
that  this  was  only  the  language 
of  men  of  paflionate  minds,  irrita¬ 
ted  by  hoftility,  and  believing 
themfelves  compelled  to  carry  on, 
for  their  own  fafety,  an  interne¬ 
cine  war  ;  and  that,  confequently, 
when  they-  difcovered  that  their 
fuppofed  cruel  and  implacable 
enemies  were  willing  to  fheathe 
the  fword,  they  would  rejoice  at 
being  undeceived,  and  would  ea¬ 
gerly  embrace  an  opportunity  to 
put  a  flop  to  the  melancholy  effu- 
fion  of  human  blood.  Not  fo  the 
rulers  of  France.  Inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  foftened,  they  feem  to  have 
been  rendered  more  intractable  and 
ferocious,  by  our  pacific  declara¬ 
tions.  No  direct  notice  was  ta¬ 
ken  of  the  purport  of  the  King's 
meffage,  but,  after  fome  weeks 
had  elapfed,  the  Directory  found 
an  occafion  of  indireCtly  noticing 
it,  in  terms  of  the  moft  unqualified 
bitternefs  and  infult*.  To  a 


meffage,  which  they  fent  to  the 
council  of  Five  Hundred, 
to  recommend  an  extra-  , 
ordinary  levy  of  horfes  ™ 
for  the  approaching  campaign, 
they  prefixed  a  preamble,  which 
was  evidently  intended  as  an  offici¬ 
al  reply  to  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment.  i(  The  enemies  of  France,” 
faid  they,  ((  have  fpoken  of  peace, 
but  it  was  to  relax  our  prepara¬ 
tions,  while  they  themfelves  re¬ 
doubled  their  efforts  to  continue 
the  war.  They  wifhed  to  weaken 
the  courage  of  our  defenders,  by 
lulling  them  with  the  hope  .of  an 
approaching  peace,  which  they 
themfelves  do  not  ceafe  to  eiude  by 
evafive  forms  and  frivolous  pre¬ 
texts.  This  perfidy  is  not  a  new 
thing  on  their  part.”  Of  the  eva- 
fions,  pretexts,  and  perfidy,  thus 
roundly  charged,  they  did  not 
condefcend  to,  offer  proof.  Think¬ 
ing,  perhaps,  that  it  was  neceffary 
to  fay  fomething  of  their  own  feel¬ 
ings  as  to  a  termination  of  the  war, 
they  declared  that  “  they  would 
make  peace  with  the  coalefced* 
powers,  on  conditions  as  moderate 
as  were  confident  with  the  nati¬ 
onal  dignity.”  As  this  llrange 
and  hitherto  unheard-of  ftandard, 
for  regulating  the  terms  of  a  treaty, 
might  probably  not  be  fully  efti- 
mated  by  thofe  to  whole  wrong  it 
was  to  be  applied,  the  Directors 
took  care  to  give,  in  a  (ingle, 
ffiort,  but  ernphatical  paragraph, 
a  clear  explanation  of  its  nature 
and  extent. 

((  The  French,”  faid  they, 
<f  fhould  know  that  they  can  have 
no  peace  with  their  enemies,  till 
they  have  rendered  it  impoffible 
for  them  to  piirfue  their  wretched 
projects.” 

As  far  as  regarded  England, 
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this  was,  in  reality,  only  a  repe¬ 
tition  of  what  they  had  already 
Hated,  in  their  meflageof  the  third 
of  December.  It  is  obvious  that 
a  power  reduced  to  an  incapability 
of  defending  itfelf,  for  fuch  is  the 
plain  meaning  of  their  language, 
mull  bend  to  the  mercy  of  the  con¬ 
queror  ;  and  that  in  their  vocabulary 
the  word  peace  can  be  adequately 
tranflated  by  no  other  than  that  of 
fubjugation. 

Notwithflanding  this  mefiage 
mull  have  been  feen  by  the  Britifh 
minifters,  they  Hill  cherifhed  hopes 
that  the  French  rulers  might  be 
induced  to  entertain  pacific  fen- 


timents.  As  far  back  as  the 
eighteenth  of  December,  they  had 
apprized  the  Duke  d’Harcourt, 
who  added  in  this  country  as  the 
agent  of  Louis  the  eighteenth,  of 
the  probability  of  a  negociation 
being  entered  into  with  the  repub¬ 
lican  government.  A  limilar  com¬ 
munication  *  was  now  made  to 
the  royalift  chiefs  of  Britanny  and 
Poitou. 

But,  however  ardent  for  peace 
were  the  wifhes  of  the  minifters, 
their  efforts  for  the  attainment  of 
that  objedt  were  not  fufticiently 
adtive  to  fatisfy  the  party  in  op- 
pofition.  In  confequence  of  this, 


*  This  document  has  never  before  been  made  public.  The  following  tranflation  of 
jt  is  from  the  original,  figned  by  Lord  Grenville. 

T r  an f  alien  of  an  Official  Note ,  from  Lord  Greti,villei  to  the  Royalijl  Chiefs  of  Britanny 
and  Poitou.  ' 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  brave  and  generous  efforts  of  the  royalifts  of  Bri¬ 
tanny  and  Vendee,  the  Britifh  government  has  always  wifhed  to  furnifh  the  royalifts 
with  all  the  fuccours  which  it  was  polfible  to  convey  to  them.  The  repeated  attempts 
which  it  has  made  for  this  purpofe,  afford  an  unequivocal  proof  of  its  difpofitioH  on  this 
head,  notwithflanding  thofe  attempts  have  in  part  failed,  in  confequence  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  obftaclcs  which  have  arifen,  and,  above  all,  from  the  very  effential  want  of  a  fea- 
port,  by  the  pofleflion  of  which  all  the  communications  would  have  been  facilitated 
and  fecured. 

But,  as  far  back  as  the  eighteenth  of  December,  it  deemed  it  proper  to  make  known 
to  the  Duke  D’Harcourt  that  the  (late  of  things  now  exifting  in  France',  however  dif- 
tant  it  might  be  from  that  which  his  Majefty  could  have  wifhed  to,  have  feen  eftablifhed 
there,  feemed  to  him,  neverthelefs,  no  longer  to  oppofe  infurmountable  obftacles  to 
a  negotiation  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  a  general  peace,  on  a  fuitable  footing,  pro¬ 
vided  his  enemies  were  really  difpofed  to  it  5  a  lentiment  of  which  no  indication  has 
yet  appeared  on  their  part,  but  which  may,  from  day  to  day,  be  expected  to  be  pro¬ 
duced,  by  their  ftiil  increaling  embarraffments. 

Unforefeen  obilacles  have  till  now  hindered  this  communication  from  being  conveyed 
to  fctee  royalifts.  For  this  reafon,  England,  while  at  this  moment  it  takes  meafures  ta 
fend  them  new  fuceours,  thinks  it  right  alfo  to  forewarn  them  of  the  poffibility  that  a 
segotiation  fora  general  peace  may  arife  out  of  the  esfcifling  circumftances, 

While  it  continues  to  be  at  war,  the  Britifh  government  will  gladly  continue  its  fuc¬ 
cours  to  the  royalifts.  It  believes  that  it  cannot  give  a  more  evident  proof  of  it  than 
by  the  meafures  which  it  now  takes  for  that  ©bje£t.  It  will  lofe  no  favourable  occafion 
toencreafe  its  efforts.  And  if  the  moment  fliould  arrive  when,  in  confequence  of  the 
negotiations  entered  into,  it  muft  ceale  to  affift  the  royalifts,  it  will  endeavour  to  warn 
them  of  it  beforehand.  But,  at  all  events,  it  deems  it  proper  to  give  them  this  previous 
notice. 

The  Count  de  Bot^herel  is  commiftioned  to  be  the  bearer  of  this  communication  to 
the  refpedtive  chiefs  oi  the  different  armies  of  Britanny  and  Vendee,  and  to  affine  them 
of  the  efteem  and  admiration  which  are  infpired  by  their  valour  and  their  generous 
efforts  for  the  happinefs  of  th&ir  country. 

London,  February  13,  1796* 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Grey  now  brought  forward 
the  motion  which  he  had  an¬ 
nounced,  and  fubfequently  poft- 

Feb  Pone^  at  an  early  period  of 
the  feflion.  It  was  for  an 
1^’  addrefs  to  the  King,  praying 
him  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  he  might 
deem  proper,  “  for  communicat¬ 
ing  direftly,  to  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  French  republic, 
his  Majefty’s  readinefs  to  meet  any 
difpofition  on  the  part  of  that 
government  with  an  earneft  defire 
to  give  it  the  fulleft  and  fpeedieft 
effeft.” 


The  debate  on  this  occafi- 
on  was  conduced,  on  both  fides, 
with  more  moderation  than  had 
been  ufually  difplayed  by  either 
party,  when  arguing  on  fimilar 
topics.  The  houfe  was  thinly  at¬ 
tended  at  the  opening  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  and  only  three  members  took 
a  lhare  in  the  difculfion.  The  ho¬ 
nourable  mover  fpoke  briefly,  and 
with  far  lefs  of  warmth  and  afpe- 
rity  than  he  was  accuftomed  to 
do.  He  took  it  for  granted,  in¬ 
deed,  that  the  minifters  merely 
meant  to  delude  the  country  with 
hopes  of  peace,  and  on  this  pre- 
lumption  he  grounded  the  neceflky 
of  fanftioning  his  addrefs.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  he  declared  rhat  if  mi- 
aifters  would  give  a  Angle  favour- 
ible  affurance  that  they  were  ne¬ 
gotiating,  or  that  there  was  any  folid 
R)pe  of  a  peace,  he  would  wil- 
iingly  relinquifh  his  purpofe.  A 
iired  and  unequivocal  acknow- 
edgement  of  the  French  republic, 
ind  an  offer  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
'dth  it,  were,  however,  the  only 
fledges  which  he  would  confer) t  to 
jceire,  of  the  fmcerityof  the  Bri- 
hh  government. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by 
he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 


as  xmnecefiary  and  impolitic.  It 
would,  he  urged,  bind  the  govern¬ 
ment  hand  and  foot,  and  compel  it 
to  negotiate  in  that  difgraceful 
pofture.  With  refped  to  the  fin- 
cerity  of  minifters,  and  the  pro- 
grefs  which  they  had  made  in 
opening  the  way  to  a  treaty,  he 
fpoke  in  a  full  and  explicit  man¬ 
ner.  He  informed  the  Houfe  that, 
fmee  the  bringing  down  the  mef- 
fage  of  the  eighth  of  December, 
every  thing  had  been  done,  which 
could  poflibly  be  done,  to  enable 
his  Majefty  to  embrace  any  oppor¬ 
tunity,  either  to  meet  overtures 
for  negotiation,  or  to  make  fuch 
overtures  as  might  be  found  ex¬ 
pedient.  A  peace,  he  faid,  but 
an  honourable  peace,  he  ar¬ 
dently  deflred.  No  etiquette, 
as  to  who  fhould  make  the  firft 
overture,  no  difficulty,  as  to  the 
mode  of  making  it,  would  be 
confidered  by  the  government  as 
an  obftacle  to  negociation,  if  in 
other  refpefts  there  appeared  to  be 
a  probability  of  obtaining  proper 
terms.  .Meafures  had  been  taken 
to  afeertain  thefe  points,  and  were 
now'  in  train  ;  and  if  the  enemy 
were  fincere,  a  fpeedy  negotiation 
would  be  the  confequence.  It 
would  not  be  the  fault  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  minifters,  if  it  did  not  ter¬ 
minate  in  a  treaty.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  teftified  his  fears,  that 
the  rulers  of  the  republic  were 
little  difpofed  to  aft  upon  mode¬ 
rate  and  equitable  principles  ;  and 
be  referred  to  the  language  which 
they  had  recently  held,  as  afford¬ 
ing  proof  of  the  haughty  and 
unpacific  fpirit,  by  which  they 
were  at  prefen  t  infpired. 

The  motion  was  fupported  by 
Mr#  Fox,  who  blamed  the  ftownefs 
of  the  minifters,  dwelt  on  the  wif- 
[Pj]  *  ‘  dom 
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dom  of  putting  an  end  to  the  con- 
teft,  and  declared  his  belief  that 
the  governors  of  the  French  peo¬ 
ple  would  not  dare  to  refufe  rea¬ 
sonable  terras  ;  or,  if  they  did 
dare  to  refufe  them,  would  foon  be 
replaced  by  other  men,  of  oppofite 
characters. 

On  a  divilion  the  motion  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  339; 
the  noes  being  189  to  only  50 
ayes. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  con¬ 
duct  of  tire  French  rulers  amply 
juftified  the  fears  which  Mr.  Pitt 
had  manifefted,  in  his  reply  to  Mr. 
Grey.  The  neceffary  previous 
communication  having  been  made 
to  the  emperor,  the  Britiih  cabinet 
inftrufted  Mr.  Wickham,  ambaf- 
fador  to  the  Helvetic  body,  to 
found  the  difpofition  of  the  Direc¬ 
tory,  through  the  medium  of  M. 
Barthelemi,  their  ambaffadcr  in 

■«  —  ,  Switzerland.  An  official 

March  _  -  •  r  ■ 

g  note  *,  was,  in  conle- 

■  *  quence,  tranfmitted  to  M. 
Barthelemi,  by  Mr.  Wickham. 
It  requeued  M.  Barthelemi  to 
procure  information  whether,  in 
the  firft  place,  France  was  dif- 
pofed  to  fend  miniffiers  to  a  con- 
grefs,  to  negotiate  for  the  re¬ 
ek  abli  lb  men  t  of  a  general  peace  ; 
fecondly,  whether  (he  would  com¬ 
municate  to  the  allies  the  outline 
of  fuch  a  pacification  as  lire  might 
be  willing  to  propofe  ]  and, daftly, 
whether,  in  cafe  of  her  difapprov- 
ing  the  mode  which  was  fuggefted, 
(he  would  point  out  any  other 
way  whatever,  for  arriving  at  the 
fame  defirable  end.  At  the  fame 
time  Mr.  Wickham  apprized  M. 
Barthelemi  that  he  himfelf  was  not 
authorized  to  enter  into  negotia¬ 


tion  or  difcuflion  upon  thefe-  ftib* 
j  eft's. 

Had  there  really  been,  as  there 
undoubtedly  was  not,  fomefhing 
irregular  in  this  manner  of  making 
advances  towards  a  reconciliation* 
the  French  rulers  would  have  over¬ 
looked  the  informality,  if  they 
had  been  animated  by  a  liberal 
and  pacific  fpirit.  Above  all 
things,  they  would  have  been  care¬ 
ful  not  to  lofe,  by  the  ufe  of  ir¬ 
ritating  language,  (he  favourable 
opportunity  which  was  offered,  oi 
putting  an  end  to  the  numerous 
and  heavy  calamities  of  war. 

The  Directory,  however,  had 
evidently  no  inclination  to  (heatht 
the  fword.  To  the  note  of  Mr, 
Wickham,  they  replied  in  a  ftyle 
which  equally  ihewed  their  difi 
like  of  peace,  and  their  con, 
tempt  of  decorum.  They,  never- 
thelefs,  thought  it  politic  to  be¬ 
gin  their  anfwer,  byprofefling  then 
ardent  defire  to  obtain  a  juft,  ht). 
nourable,  and  folid  peace.  Having 
done  this,  and  given  England  2 
fort  of  leffion,  as  to  its  real  jyjarcjl 
interefts,  they  proceeded  ^ 
to  declare  their  difibelief 
of  the  fincerity  of  the  Britifh 
cabinet.  The  reafons  for  theii 
difhelief  were,  that  Mr.  Wickham 
was  not  commiffioned  to  nego¬ 
tiate  ;  that  England  had  propofed 
a  congrefs,  the  natural  refult  of 
which  muft  be  to  render  negotia. 
tion  endlefs;  and  that  (he  had,  in 
a  vague  manner,  called  on  the 
French  government  to  point  out 
any  other  way  to  attain  the  ob- 
jeft  of  a  general  pacification.  As 
if  this  were  not  fufficiently  insult¬ 
ing,  they  repeated  it  in  the  inter¬ 
rogative  form,  and  alked  wbethei 


*  For  thefe  documents,  See  State  Tapers,  p.  *303-10-11. 


3 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE 


the  Britifh  minifters  had  not  taken 
this  ftep,  merely  with  a  view  of 
procuring  for  themfelves  the  fa¬ 
vourable  impreffion  which  always 
arifes  from  making  the  firft  over¬ 
tures  for  peace ;  and  whether  it 
was  not  accompanied  with  the 
hope  that  the  overtures  would  pro¬ 
duce  noefFedt  ?  *  Then,  vaunting 
their  own  opennefs  and  good  faith, 
they  dated,  that  they  would  not 
confent  to  the  alienation  of  that 
which,  according  to  the  exifting 
laws,  conftituted  the  territory  of 
the  republic;  but  that,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  countries  not  united  to 
France,  they,  with  other  interefts, 
commercial  and  political,  might 
become  the  fubjedi  of  a  negotia¬ 
tion.  What  terms  they  were  will¬ 
ing  to  grant  to  the  fupplications 
of  the  allied  powers,  they  did 
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not  chufe  to  explain.  They  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  vaguely 
faying,  in  words  fimilar  to  thofe 
which  we  have  recently  quoted, 
that  the  Directory  was  ready  to 
receive  any  overtures  which  were 
juft,  reafonable,  and  compatible 
with  the  dignity  of  the 'republic. 

The  failure  of  this  attempt  to 
negociate  was  announced  to  the 
minifters  of  foreign  courts,  by  an 
official  note,  in  which  Ids  Majefty 
lamented  the  hoftile  fpirit  of  the 
republican  rulers,  and  declared 
that,  whenever  they  fhould  mani- 
feft  more  pacific  fentiments,  he 
would  at  all  times  be  eager  to 
concur  in  thofe  fentiments,  by 
lending  himfelf,  in  concert  with 
his  allies,  to  all  fuch  meafures  as 
fhould  be  belt  calculated  for  the 
reftoration  of  tranquillity* 


CHAP.  XIV. 

The  yoppoftion  are  dijfatisfied  with  the  condutt  of  the  Minifters  in  the  late 
attempt  to  open  a  negociation.  Mr .  Fox  brings  forward  a  voluminous 
motion  for  an  AddreJ's  to  his  Majefy ,  calling  for  a  change  in  the  external 
politics  of  the  country .  Severe  language  of  the  addrejs.  Speech  of  Mr.  Fox. 
He  inffts  upon  the  inf  ncerity  of  Minifters.  Reply  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  He  defends  the  Cabinet  in  a  fatisfattory  manner .  The 
motion  is  rejetted  by  a  very  large  majority .  A  / imilar  motion  is  brought 
forward ,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lordsy  by  the  Earl  of  Guildford.  It  is  rejetted 
by  a  fill  more  dccifve  majority .  Violent  proclamation  of  the  French 
Direttory ,  abujing  the  Britijb ■■  Government  and  the  Emperor .  The  Mi - 
niflers  make  an  attempt  to  obtain  the  mediation  of  the  King  of  Prufjia  ;  but 
are  unfuccefsful.  They  make  an  attempt  to,’ obtain  pajfports  for  an  am - 
bafador  through  the  medium  of  the  Danijb  charge  d'affaires  at  Paris. 
Haughty  reply  of  the  Direttory.  The  Minifters  make  a  dirett  application . 
The  pajfports  are  granted .  Ojfenjive  notes  pullifbed  by  the  Directory  y 

*  So  deffious  were  the  minifters  to  end  the  war,  that  Mr.  Windham,  not  anticipating 
the  infolent  conduct  of  the  Directory,  believed  that  peace  would  be  concluded.  In  a. 
letter,  to  one  of  the  malt  diftinguilhed  of  the  royalift  chiefs,  dated  the  fee  end  of 
March,  and  written  entirely  with  his  own  hand;  (from  which  letter  we  now  tranf- 
late)  he  fays,  “  If  unfortunately^  which  f@r  my  part  I  believe  will  be  the  cafe,  a 
peace  fhould  be  made  with  the  regicides,  we  will  endeavour  to  comprehend  you  in  it  5 
•rt©  put  yauin  affiliation,  as  far  as  money  can  doit,  to  make  conditions  for  youffelves. 

[P4]  with 
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nvith  refpeil  to  the  wifh  of  the  Britifh  cabinet  to  open  a  negotiation.  They 
avow  that  a  peace  would  be  fatal  to  England.  Lord  Malmejbury  arrives 
at  Parity  as  the  Britijh  plenipotentiary.  The  Directory  appoint  M.  Dela¬ 
croix  to  negotiate  on  their  part.  Unprom  Jin g  commencement  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation.  Lord  Malmejbury  propofes  to  admit  the  principle  of  compenfation , 
as  the  bafis  of  the  treaty.  Reply  of  the  Directory.  Sufpenjion  of  the  negoti¬ 
ation  It  again  proceeds.  Infolent  conduit  of  the  Directory.  Lord 
Malmejbury  prefents  two  confidential  memorials  to  M.  Delacroix y  containing 
proportions  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  He  has  a  conference  with  M . 
Delacroix .  7  he  Directory  order  him  to  quit  Paris  in  forty -eight  hours • 

He  departs  for  England.  Paper  publifhed  in  vindication  of  the  Directory • 
Declaration  of  the  Britijh  courty  with  refpeii  to  the  rupture  of  the  nego¬ 


tiation. 

A  FTER  our  pacific  overtures 
•H&-  had  been  repul  fed  in  this 
haughty  and  infulting  manner,  by 
the  French  rulers,  it  might  not 
unnaturally  have  been  expected, 
that  Britifh  pride  would  be  roufed 
by  the  fpornful  rejection  of  its  ad¬ 
vances,  and  that,  whatever  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  might  dill  be  en¬ 
tertained  with  regard  to  the  juftice 
of  the  war  in  its  origin,  there 
could  be  none  as  to  the  prefent 
infolence  of  our  republican  enemies, 
and  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  conted,  with  vigour, 
till  they  themfelves  thought  pro¬ 
per,  or  were  compelled,  to  dif* 
play  fomewhat  lefs  of  a  hodile 
and  rancorous  fpirit.  But  rooted 
habits  and  prejudices  are  powerful 
mifleaders.  The  members  of  the 
oppofition'had  fo  long  been  accuf- 
torned  to  lock  on  France  as  in¬ 
jured,  that  they  did  not  hefitate, 
even  on  this  occafiom,  to  hand  for¬ 
ward  as  her  advocates,  and  to  fanc- 
tion  the  contumelious  and  arrogant 
language  which  had  been  ufed  to 
the  Britifh  government  by  the 
French  Direftory.  With  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  wonder,  a  vaft  majority 
of  the  nation  now  faw  them  intro¬ 
duce,  into  both  hordes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  a  motxop  for  an  addrefs  to 


his  Majcfiy,  containing  a  laboured 
j unification  of  our  inveterate  ene¬ 
mies,  and  praying  that  a  change 
might  take  place  in  our  fydem  of 
external  politics. 

This  motion,  which  was  made 
on  the  tenth  of  May,  was  more 
than  ufually  voluminous.  It  con¬ 
fided  of  twelve  or  thirteen 
pages,  three  fourths  of  which  were 
filled  by  a  colle&ion  of  mod 
of  the  common-place  alfertions, 
which  had  fo  often  been  urged, 
and  fo  often  refuted,  with  refpeiT 
to  the  guilt  of  the  commencement 
and  continuance  of  the  war  being 
entirely  attributable  to  the  Britifh 
miniflry.  To  this  trite  fubjedt 
fome  variety  was  given,  by  an 
attack  upon  the  partition  of  Po¬ 
land  j  an  event  which  was  in- 
finuated  to  have  been  a  confequencq 
of  the  con  ted  with  France.  Pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  late  attempt  at 
negotiation,  and  cenfuring  the 
llownefs  with  which  it  had  been 
entered  into,  the  addrefs,  fpeaking, 
it  mud  be  remembered,  in  the 
name  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  concluded  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  words :  - 

i(  With  equal  furprife  and  con¬ 
cern  they  have  obferved,  when  a 
fair  and  open  conduft  was  fo  pecu- 
*  -  '  '  '  Barty* 
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liarly  incumbent  on  his  Majefty's 
minifters,  confidering  the  preju¬ 
dices  and  fufpicions  which  their 
previous  conduct  mull  have  excited 
in  the  minds  of  the  French;  that 
inftead  of  adopting  the  open  and 
manly  manner  which  became  the 
wifdom,  the  character,  and  the 
dignity  of  the  Britifh  nation,  they 
adopted  a  mode,  calculated  rather 
to  excite  fufpicion,  than  to  infpire 
confidence  in  the  enemy.  Every 
exprefiion  which  might  be  con- 
ftrued  into  an  acknowledgement  of 
the  French  republic,  or  even  an 
allufion  to  its  forms,  wasftudioully 
avoided  ;  and  the  minifter,  through 
whom  this  overture  was  made,  was, 
in  a  molt  unprecedented  manner, 
inftrufted  to  declare,  that  he  had 
no  authority  to  enter  into  any  ne¬ 
gotiation  or  difcuflion,  relative  to 
the  objefts  of  the  propofed  treaty. 

i(  That  it  is  with  pain  we 
refleft,  that  the  alacrity  of  his 
majefty's  minifters  in  apparently 
breaking  off  this  incipient  nego- 
tation,  as  well  as  the  ftrange  and 
unufual  manner  in  which  it  was 
announced  to  the  minifters  of  the 
various  powers  of  Europe,  affords ' 
a  very  unfavourable  comment  on 
their  relu&ance  in  entering  upon 
it,  and  is  calculated  to  make  the 
moll  injurious  impreflion,  refpeft- 
ing  their  fincerity,  on  the  people 
of  France.  On  a  review  of  many 
inftafices  of  grofs  and  flagrant  mif- 
conduft,  proceeding  from  the  fame 
pernicious  principles,  and  directed 
with  incorrigible  obftinacy  to  the 
fame  mifchievous  ends,  we  deem 
ourfelves  bound  in  duty  to  his 
Majefty,  and  to  our  conftituents, 
to  declare,  that  we  fee  no  rational 
hope  of  redeeming  the  affairs  of 
the  kingdom,  but  by  the  adoption 
of  a  fyfteip,  radically  and  funda¬ 


mentally  different  from  that  which 
has  produced  our  prefent  calami¬ 
ties  Until  his  Majefty’s  minifters 
fhali,  from  a  real  conviction  of 
paft  errors,  appear  inclined  to  re¬ 
gulate  their  conduft  upon  fuch  a 
fyftem,  we  can  neither  give  any 
crcdt  to  the  fincerity  of  their 
profeffions  of  a  wifi  for  peace,  nor 
repofe  any  confidence  in  their  ca¬ 
pacity  for  conduChng  a  negotia¬ 
tion  to  a  profperou*  iffue.  Odious 
as  they  . are  to  an  eremy,  whomuft 
(till  believe  them  ftriftly  to  cherifh 
thofe  unprincipled  and  chimerical 
projects,  which  they  have  been 
compelled  in  public  to  difavow, 
contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe,  from  the  difplay  of  in- 
fincerity  and  incapacity  which 
has  marked  their  conduft,  our 
only  hopes  reft  on  his  Majefty’s 
royal  wifdom,  and  unqueftioned 
affeftion  for  his  people,  that  he 
will  be  gracioufly  pbafed  to  adopt 
maxims  of  policy  more  fuited  to 
the  circumftances  if  the  times 
than  thofe  by  which  his  minifters 
appear  to  have  been  governed, 
and  to  direft  his  fervants  to  take 
meafures,  which,  by  differing 
effentially,  as  well  in  their  ten., 
dency,  as  in  the  p;incipie  upon 
which  they  are  founded,  from  thofe 
which  have  hitherto  marked  their 
conduft,  may  give  this  country 
fome  reafonabie  hope,  at  no  very 
diftant  period,  of  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  peace,  fuitable  to  the 
interefts  of  Great  Britain,  and 
likely  to  preferve  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe.” 

In  the  Houfe  of  Ccmmons,  Mr. 
Fox  was  the  mover  o:  this 
pithy  and  moderate  addrefs, 
upon  which  the  grea ceil  part 
of  his  fpeech  was  little  more  than 
an  elaborate  and  exDapded  corn- 

men  t  ary  ; 
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mentary;  adorned,  however,  with 
all  the  charms  of  his  mafterly 
eloauence.  Much  of  his  ar<ju- 
ment  was  direfled  to  prove  that 
France  was  not  the  aggreffor,  and 
that  the  minifter  had  never  really 
believed  that  the  triumph  of  re¬ 
publican  principles  in  France  was 
dangerous  to  the  JBritifh  conftitu- 
tion.  In  proof  of  the  latter,  he 
referred  to  the  hope  of  fifteen 
years  peace  wlich  Mr.  Pitt  had 
held  Out  in  1792,  and  the  men- 
fure  which  that  gentleman  had 
then  taken,  of  funding  at  a  lofs  in 
the  four  per  certs,  under  the  idea 
that  the  three  per  cents  would 
rife  to  par.  If  up  to  that  period 
the  minifter  believed  in  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  peace,  there  was,  Mr, 
Fox  contended,  nothing  in  the 
fubfequent  events  which  ought  to 
have  produced  a  change  in  that 
belief.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
events  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  and 
the  fecond  of  September,  difgrace- 
ful  as  they  were,  which  leffened 
the  probability  of  continued  peace ; 
jacobin  principles  having,  previ- 
oufly  to  thofe  events,  been  fully 
eftablifhed  in  France.  As  to  the 
two  obnoxious  decrees,  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  Britilh  traitors  by  the 
French  legiilature,  and  the  opening 
of  the  Scheldt,  he  confidered  them 
as  things  which  might  eafily  have 
been  explained  away,  if  the  Britifh 
cabinet  had  been  amicably  dif- 
pofed.  Fond  as  he  was  of  neu¬ 
trality,  he,  however,  blamed  the 
minifter,  for  not  having  interfered 
as  a  mediator  between  France  and 
the  coalefced  powers,  at  the  time 
when  the  treity  of  Pilnitz  was 
concluded.  England  might  then, 
he  imagined,  have  mediated  with 
dignity,  and  with  the  happieft  effect; 
Looking  at  the  period  fince  the 


war,  he  cenfured  them,  for  not 
having  negociated,  when  the  arms 
of  the  allies-  were  crowned  with 
fuccefs.  On  one  point  he  dwelt 
with  peculiar  force.  The  great 
defedt  of  the  war  was,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  the  want  *of  a  determinate 
objedt  for  which  we  were  con¬ 
tending.  We  had  neither  carried 
on  war  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring 
monarchy,  nor  for  our  own  advan¬ 
tage  ;  and  had  thus  loft  the  benefit 
which  might  have  refulted  from 
either  of  thefe  modes  of  conduct. 
We  had  difgufted  all  parties  by  our 
manner  of  treating  them  ail.  Even 
the  royalifts  could  not  cordially 
join  us,  while  they  were  uncer¬ 
tain  whether  we  were  fighting  for 
monarchy,  or  for  plunder.  Thofe 
that  had  joined  us,  had  not,  he 
thought,  been  fairly  dealt  with  ; 
but  had  been  duped  by  ambiguous 
declarations.  He  then  proceeded 
to  the  queftion  of  obtaining  peace 
at  the  prefent  moment.  To  con¬ 
tinue  the  war,  in  the  expe&ation 
that  the  republic  would  be  over¬ 
thrown  by  the  failure  of  her  finan¬ 
cial  refources,  he  conceived  to 
be  the  height  of  folly.  France, 
he'  faid,  had  been  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  bankruptcy ;  but  that 
bankruptcy  was  paft  ;  the  inconve- 
niencies  of  it  were  over;  and  fhe 
had  now  the  full  refources  of  the 
country  to  bring  forth  againft  her 
enemies.  As  to  the  late  over¬ 
tures,  which  Mr,  Wickham  had 
been  inftruTed  to  make,  he  con¬ 
tended,  that  they  were  made  in 
the  hope  that  they  would  not  be 
accepted.  We  ought  to  have  re¬ 
nounced  Lewis  the  eighteenth, 
formally  and  unequivocally  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  republic,  and 
offered  terms  of  peace,  in  the 
name  of  ourfelves  and  our  allies, 

the 
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the  latter  of  whom  did  not  appear 
to  have  beer  at  all  consulted  on  the 
late  occafton.  The  language 
held  by  the  French  Directory, 
with  refpeCt  to  the  retention  of 
fuch  of  their  conquefts  as  were  in¬ 
corporated  with  the  French  re¬ 
public,  he,  however,  blamed,  as 
unjuft.  Having  hinted  that  the 
prefent  minifters  could  not  make 
a  peace ;  recommended  a  change  of 
adminiftration;  difclaimedany  wifh 
for  power;  and  drawn  a  gloomy 
picture  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  ;  he 
clofed  hisfpeech  by  reprobating,  in 
juft  and  animated  terms,  the  lhame- 
ful  partition  of  the  Polifh  territory. 

In  his  reply,  Mr,  Pitt,  while  he 
remarked  on  the  ufelefnefs  of  re- 
trofpeclion  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
deemed  it,  never thelefs,  proper  to 
notice  fome  points  of  the  long  re- 
trofpeCl  which  had  been  taken  by 
the  preceding  fpeaker.  He  re- 
afferted  the  juftice  of  the  war, 
avowed  his  having  hoped  to  pre- 
-  ferve  peace,  and  vindicated  him- 
felf  for  not  having  cfFered  the  me¬ 
diation  of  England.  To  have  un¬ 
dertaken  the  office  of  mediator 
would,  he  thought,  have  been 
hazardous,  where  both  parties 
were  not  ready  to  agree.  It  would 
have  expofed  us  to  difficulties  and 
difputps,  if  we  had  been,  as  we 
ought,  determined  to  enforce  it  on 
the  party  which  refufed  to  admit 
it.  But,  fuppofing  peace  had  been 
thus  obtained,  were  we  to  go  to 
war,  to  prevent  the  partition  of 
Poland  ?  That  partition,  flagrant¬ 
ly  iniquitous  as  it  was,  did- not 
overturn  the  balance  of  power ; 
the  country  being  almoft  equally 
divided  between  three  great  ftates. 
He  reminded  the  Houfe,  too,  that 
when  attempts  had  been  made  to 
prevent  the  partition  of  Turkey, 
they  were  disapproved  of,  though 


they  had  for  their  objedl  to  pre¬ 
vent  that  very  partition  of  Poland 
which  was  now  the  fubje&of  fuch 
vehement  inveTive. 

To  the  charge,  ro  often  repeated 
by  his  opponents,  that,  flnee  ho 
had  declined  to  treat  for  peace, 
either  when  England  was  fuccefs- 
ful,  or  unfuccefsful,  there  muft  be 
fome  fee  ret  caufe  which  led  him 
not  to  treat  at  all,  he  anfwered, 
that  he  thought  it  impolitic  to 
treat,  either  when  we  had  not  been 
fufficiently  victorious  to  procure 
a  full  fecurity  that  peace  would  be 
kept,  or  when  we  had  fuffered  fuch 
reveries  of  fortune  as  left  us  no 
profpeft  of  obtaining  equitable  and 
honourable  terms.  Something,  he 
faid,  we  had  certainly  gained,  by 
a  continuance  of  our  efforts.  Had 
we  made  a  peace  in  1 793,  we  fliould 
have  nude  it  before  France  had 
loft  her  trade  ;  before  fhe  had  ex  • 
haufted  her  capital  ;  before  her 
foreign  poffeffions  were  captured, 
and  her  navy  was  deftroyed.  As 
to  the  objeCt  of  the  war,  he  denied 
that  it  was,  as  fome  had  faid, 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  monarchy  ; 
though  he  certainly  thought  that 
re-eftablifhment  a  defirable  thing. 
While  fpeaking  on  this  head,  he 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  no¬ 
ticing  the  difference  of  opinion 
which  exifted  between  Mr.  Burke 
and  the  minifters  with  refpetft  to 
the  war  ;  and  of  cenfuring  the  un- 
fairnefs  of  thofe  who  chofe  to  con- 
fider  the  warm  and  unguarded  affer- 
tions  of  individuals  as  declarations 
of  minifters. 

Arriving,  at  length,  at  the  fub- 
jecl  of  the  late  abortive  attempt 
to  negotiate,  he,  with  much  full- 
nefs  and  force  of  reafoning,  aflerted 
the  Sincerity,  and  defended  the 
condud,  of  the  cabinet.  No 
blame  could,  lie  fhowed,  be  at¬ 
tached 
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tached  to  the  delay  ;  as  neither 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  nor 
the  meffage,  went,  in  reality,  any 
farther  than  to  invite  the  enemy  to 
make  the  firft  advances.  In  mak¬ 
ing  themfelves  the  firft  advances, 
minifters  had,  he  faid,  gone  be¬ 
yond  any  pledge  which  had  been 
given  by  them.  He  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  examine  the  validity  of 
the  remaining  obje&ions  which 
had  been  brought  forward.  Thefe 
objeftions  were  that  minifters  had 
not  a&ed  in  concert  with  our  allies ; 
that  they  had  not  recognized  the 
republic  ;  that  they  had  not  pro- 
pofed  terms  ;  and  that  they  had 
not  authorized  Mr.  Wickham  to 
enter  into  a  negotiation.  The 
ftrft  he  did  away  entirely,  by  ftat- 
ing  that  it  was  founded  in  error  ; 
and  that,  in  fa<ft,  the  ftep  was  not 
taken  till  after  previous  communi¬ 
cation  with  our  allies ;  though  they 
were  not  formally  made  parties  to 
the  propofal.  As  to  the  minifters 
npt  having  recognized  the  French 
republic,  Mr.  Pitt  farcaftically  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  was  truly  generous 
for  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
to  find  out  for  the  French  an  ob¬ 
jection,  which  they  jthemfelves  did 
not  difeover.  If  the  Directory 
had  looked  on  our  not  recognizing 
the  republic  as  an  inful t,  they 
would  have  given  no  anfwer  at  all. 
But,  in  truth,  the  propofal  to 
treat  implied  a  recognition.  Sup- 
poftng,  however,  that  it  did  not, 
ft  ill  there  was  no  inful  t  offered, 
and,  in  proof  that  there  was  not, 
he  inftanced  the  example  of  Den¬ 
mark,  to  which  his  opponents  had 
fo  often  alluded,  in  the  language 
of  praife.  He  reminded  them  that 
it  was  not  till  the  prefent  year  that 
the  French  republic  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  that  court,  which  had 
been  defenbed  as  the  wife,  neutral* 


and  amicable  court!  of  Denmark. 
With  refpeft  to  propofing  terms, 
he  contended  that  it  was  not  our 
bufinefs  to  do  it ;  and  that  it  would 
have  been  ridiculous  to  talk  of 
terms,  before  we  knew  whether 
the  enemy  were  difpofed  to  treat. 
The  remaining  article  he  proved  to 
be  equally  groundlefs  with  the 
others  ;  and  to  mamfeft,  befides, 
an  ignorance,  or  forgetfulnefs,  of 
diplomatic  proceedings.  It  had 
never,  he  faid,  been  known  that  the 
perfon  employed  to  found  the 
difpofitions  of  the  enemy,  was  the 
perfon  employed  to  conduft  the 
negotiation.  But  there  were  two 
additional  reafons  why  powers 
were  not  given  to  Mr.  Wickham. 
It  would,  in  the  firft  place,  have 
been  the  height  of  folly  to  entrufl 
the  management  of  a  negociation 
of  fuch  uncommon  moment  to  the 
diferetion  of  an  individual,  and  at 
fuch  a  diftance  ;  and,  fecondly,  it 
was  neceffary  to  convince  our  allies 
that  we  did  not  go  beyond  the 
line  of  arrangement  concerted  with 
them,  and  that  we  had  no  feparate 
objedl,  and  would  not  proceed  a 
ftep  without  their  concurrence. 
We  wifhed  to  avoid  every  thing 
which  could  excite  the  flighteft 
fufpiciou  that  we  were  difpofed  to 
negotiate  feparately  ;  which  was 
what  France  would  wifh,  and  what 
had  been  her  uniform  policy  dur¬ 
ing  the  prefent  conteft.  It  was 
with  a  view  to  the  fame  open  deal¬ 
ing,  that  minifters  had  publifhed 
the  mefiage  and  the  anfwer ;  that 
the  world  might  judge  of  the  mo¬ 
deration  of  the  allies,  and  the 
haughtinefs  of  the  enemy  .Their  hav¬ 
ing  done  fo  would  likewife  produce 
the  important  confequence  of  unit¬ 
ing  England,  and  dividing  France. 

In  refutation  of  the  charge  of 
infincerity,  whiph  fhe  Directory 

had 
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had  built  upon  our  fuggefting 
a  congrefs,  Mr.  Pitt  remarked 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  laft 
two  treaties,  a  congrefs  was  the 
only  mode  by  which,  ever  fince 
the  peace  of  Munfter,  wars  had 
been  concluded,  in  cafes  wherein 
allies  were  concerned.  With  the 
Directory  itfelf,  the  plea  of  infin- 
eerity  was,  he  faid,  nothing  but  a 
pretence.  Had  they  really  thought 
minifters  infincere,  their  policy 
would  have  been  to  have  convict¬ 
ed  them  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe, 
by  making  juft  and  moderate  de¬ 
mands.  He  clofed  his  fpeech  by 
appealing  to  the  fenfe  and  fpirit 
of  Englifhmen,  againft  the  arro¬ 
gance  of  the  enemy  ;  and  by  once 
more  declaring  that  minifters  would 
always  be  found  ready  to  treat, 
whenever  the  republicans  feemed 
inclined  to  a  treaty,  upon  fair  and 
honourable  terms. 

After  a  fnort  reply  from  Mr. 
Fox,  in  which  he  feemed  to  think 
that  the  Directory  had  no  intention 
to  aCt  upon  their  avowed  princi¬ 
ple  of  retaining  the  incorporated 
conquefts,  the  queftion  was  put, 
and  the  motion  rejected,  by  216 
ayes  againft  only  42  noes.  On 
this  occafion  a  few  members,  who 
ufually  voted  with  the  oppofttion, 
voted  with  the  minifter,  on  the 
ground  that  the  fpirit  manifefted 
by  the  French  Directory  was  fuch 
as  to  give  little  room  to  hope  that 
a  peace  could  be  obtained. 

In  the  Lords,  a  fimilar  motion 
was  made,  and  gave  rife  to  a  warm 
debate.  It  was  brought  forward 
by  the  Earl  of  Guildford,  and 
fupported  by  the  Dukes  of  Bedford 
and  Grafton ;  the  Marquis  of 
Lanfdown,  and  the  Earl  of  Lau¬ 
derdale.  The  oppofers  of  it  were 
Lord  Grenville,  the  Lord  Prefi- 


dent,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Earls  of  Mansfield  and  Carnarvon  ; 
and  Lords  Hawkefbury,  Sydney, 
and  Mulgrave.  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam  was  likewife  among  its  moft 
ftrenuous  oppofers,  though  from 
very  different  motives.  lie  again 
folemnly  protefted  againft  any 
treaty  with  the  republic,  and  con- 
fidered  it  as  an  article  of  charge 
againft  the  minifters  that  they  had 
been  ready  to  negotiate.  A  con- 
fiderable  fhare  of  eloquence  was 
difplayedon  the  queftion,  both  by 
the  minifters  and  their  opponents  ; 
but  no  talent  could  give  novelty  of 
argument  to  fo  hackneyed  a  fub- 
jeCt.  To  analyfe  the  debate 
would,  therefore,  be  merely  to  re¬ 
peat  that  which  has  already  been 
laid  before  the  reader.  The  mo¬ 
tion  was  finally  negatived  by  1 10 
diffentient  againft  10  affirmative 
voices. 

The  republican  rulers,  whom  the 
gentlemen  in  oppofition  Were  anxi¬ 
ous  that  minifters  fhoufyl  conciliate 
by  fuch  lavifti  concCffions,  and 
with  whom  minifters  themfelves 
fhewed  fuch  an  alacrity  to  treat, 
did  not,  on  their  fide,  difplay  a 
more  conciliating  fpirit  than  they 
had  hitherto  done.  Their  calum¬ 
ny  and  abufe  Were  poured  forth, 
without  bounds,  even  upon  the 
Britifh  people,  whom  they  deemed 
it  decorous  to  ftigmatize,  in  the 
vileft  terms.  A  proclamation, 
which,  at  this  period,  they 
a^drefied  to  the  army  of 
the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  on 
the  rupture  of  the  armiflice,  is 
worthy  of  notice  ;  not  only  for 
the  manner  in  which  it  mentions 
this  country,  but  likewife  for  its 
revolutionary  tenor  and  phrafeolo- 
gy,  which  will  bear  a  comparifon 
with  any  thing  that  can  be  found 
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in  the  moft  violent  manifeftos  of 
the  jacobin  fa&ion,  when  that  fac¬ 
tion  was  at  the  height  of  its 
power  and  fury.  After  accufing 
the  Emperor  of  fitting  at  a  fafe 
diftance  from  the  terrible  bayonets 
oi  the  French ,  and  “  calculating 
in  his  madnefs  how  many  thou- 
fands  of  men  muft.  perifh,  how 
many  tears  muft  flow,  and  how 
many  groans  muft  be  ftifled,  before 
he  could  be  reached  by  thofe  bay¬ 
onets,’ •'  it  proceeds  in  the  follow, 
ing  ft  rain  :  “  governed  by  the 

ferocious  Englifh,  too  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fuch  horrible  caleula- 
lions,  he  receives  their  gold  and 
their  contempt  as  the  price  of  his 
fubmiflion,  and  the  blood  of  his 
braveft  warriors.  Put  an  end,  ye 
French  foldiers,  to  thefe  frightful 
bargains;  let  the  republican  bay¬ 
onet  at  length  make  tremble,  even 
on  their  tottering  thrones,  the 
monfters  coalefced  againft  the  hu¬ 
man  race  ;  let  your  burning  cou¬ 
rage  overthrow  every  obftacle  in 
an  inftant  ;  bring  to  a  fpeedy  ter¬ 
mination  that  ft ruggle,  which  has 
lafted  too  long,  of  the  liberty  of 
the  people  againft  tyranny  ;  and 
let  the  haughty  defpots,  who  Hill 
dare  to  combat  that  liberty,  be 
compelled  to  humiliate  themfelves 
at  the  fight  of  the  republican  ban¬ 
ners.”  Such  fentiments,  expreffed 
in  fuch  language,  feem  to  have' 
been  but  ill  calculated  to  convince 
the  Sovereigns  oi  Great  Britain 
and  Germany  of  the  practicability 
of  obtaining  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace  from  the  Directorial  govern¬ 
ment. 

ExpeCting,  perhaps,  to  be  better 
received  through  the  interceflion  of 
a  monarch,  whofe  fervices,  and 
fubfervience,  to  the  enemy,  might 
be  fuppofed  to  have  given  him 


fome  influence  with  them,  the 
Britifh  cabinet,  in  the  courfeof  the 
fummer,  d’fpatched  Mr.  Hammond 
to  Berlin;  to  folicit  the  mediation  of 
the  King  of  Pruflia.  Here,  again, 
they  were  unfuccefsful.  Whether  his 
Pruflian  Maiefty  was  apprehenfive 
of  offending  the  rulers  of  the  French 
republic,  or  whether  he  had  an 
antipathy  to  performing  any  part 
for  which  he  was  not  to  be  fub- 
fldized,  remains  unknown  ;  but  it 
is  certain  that  he  did  not  confent 
to  fill  the  mediatorial  office  which 


he  was  requefted  to  affume. 

Baffled  in  all  their  endeavours, 
the  Britifh  minifters,  neverthelefs, 
would  not  relinquifh  their  hope 
of  overcoming  the  ftubborn  hatred 
of  the  republican  government,  and 
at-length  opening  the  way  for  the 
negotiation  of  a  treaty.  Their 
hope  feem,  indeed,  to  have  been  of 
that  hardy  kind  which  fets  difap- 
pointment  at  defiance.  They  refolv- 
ed  to  make  a  third  effort.  ^ 

Count  Wedel  Jarlfberg,  JP* 
the  Danifh  Ambaflador  at 
London,  was  requefted  to  trartf, 
mit,  through  the  medium  of  M. 
Koenemann,  the  Danifh  charge 
d’affaires  at  Paris,  a  note  from 
Lord  Grenville,  foliciting  paffports, 
to  enable  an  Englifh  plenipotenti¬ 
ary  to  proceed  to  the  French  me¬ 
tropolis. 

Anxious  to  do  all  that  was  in  his 
power  to  facilitate  a  peace,  M. 
Koenemann,  who  was  then  indif- 
pofed  at  his  country-houfe,  loft  no 
time  in  fet ting  'off  Paris,  to  de¬ 
liver  the  note  of  Lord  Grenville 
to  M.  Delacroix,  the  republican 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs.  M. 
Delacroix  promifed  to  lay  the 
communication  before  the  Direc¬ 


tory,  and  return  an  immediate  an- 
fwer,  Having,  however,  waited 

three 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[239 


three  days,  without  receiving  any 
reply,  M.  Koenemann  thought 
proper  to  have  an  interview  with 
the  minifter.  He  was  informed 
by  M.  Delacroix,  in  a  dry  tone 
quite  congenial  with  the  fubj&ft, 
that  the  Dire&ory  had_  forbidden 
him  to  return  a  written  arffwer,  and 
had  direfted  him  to  anfwer  ver- 
bally,  that  “  they  would  not  re¬ 
ceive  any  confidential  overtures, 
or  papers,  conveyed  through  any 
intermediate  channel,  from  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  republic;  but  that,  if 
thofe  enemies  would  fend  perfons 
fumilhed  with  full  powers  and  offi¬ 
cial  papers,  thefe  might,  upon  the 
frontiers,  demand  the  paffports  ne- 
ceffary  for  proceeding  to  Paris. ,y 
It  was,  therefore,  not  without  ob¬ 
vious  reafon  that,  in  making  known 
to  Count  Wedel  Jarlfherg  the  re- 
fult  of  the  recent  application,  Mr. 
Koenemann  expreffed  his  fears  that 
the  period  at  which  better  fuccefs 
might  be  hoped  from  pacific  over¬ 
tures  was  yet  at  a  great  diftance. 

But  to  have  their  folicitations 
rejected,  and  {till  to  renew  them, 
had  now  become  a  fort  of  habit 
in  the  Britifh.  miniilers.  The  re- 
pulfe,  which  they  had  juft  met 
with,  did  not  deter  them  from 
perfifting  in  their  ufual  courfe. 
The  mode  which  was  pointed  out 
by  the  enemy,  they  did  not,  it  is 
true,  entirely  adopt.  They  did 
not  fend  their  negotiator,  to  wait 
humbly  on  the  beach  at  Calais,  till 


it  was  decided,  at  the  palace  of 
the  Luxemburgh,  whether  he 
Ihould  be  fuffered  to  proceed  on 
his  journey.  Four  days  after 
they  had  learned  the  fate  of  their 
laft  attempt,  they  made  a  0 
direft  demand  of  paff-  ^ePt# 
ports* ;  declaring,  at  the  27* 
fame  time,  in  their  official  note, 
that  his  Majefty  would  not  leave 
to  his  enemies  the  fmalleft  pretext 
for  eluding  the  difcuffion,  and  that* 
as  foon  as  the  paffports  arrived, 
he  would  fend  an  ambaffador,  with 
full  powers,  to  put  an  end  to  the  . 
war,  by  a  juft,  honourable  and 
folid  pacification,  calculated  to 
reftore  rcpofe  to  Europe,  and  to 
enfare,  for  the  time  to  come,  the 
general  tranquillity. 

It  was  now  impoffible  for  the 
Dire&ory  any  longer  to  repel  our 
overtures,  without  making  an 
explicit  avowal,  that  they  were 
determined  to  carry  on  the  war, 
till  they  had  reduced  us  to  the 
ftate  of  a  conquered  country. 
The  paffports,  therefore,  ~ 
were  granted,  '  and  the  * 
grant  was  exprefsly  ftated  ^°* 
to  be  a  proof  of  the  defi re  which 
they  entertained  to  make  peace 
with  England. 

On  the  very  next  morning, 
however,  after  they  had  given 
this  proof  of  their  pacific  defires, 
they  publiftied  an  official 
note!,  drawn  up  in  lan-  w  * 
guage  of  fuch  dark  malig- 

nity, 

*  See  State  Papers,  p.  *213. 

+  The  two  Notes,  of  the  nrft  and  fifth  of  O£lober,  not  having  been  inferted  in  the 
State  Papers,  are  given  here,  that  the  reader  may  forma  judgment  for  himfelf,  with 
refpedt  to  their  language  and  tendency. 

Official  Note,  extracted  from  the  Journal  of  the  Defenders  of  the  Country ,  Oflober  1. 

“  Different  journals  have  afierted  that  an  Englifh  Plenipotentiary  had  reached  Paris* 
and  had  prefented  himfelf  to  the  Executive  Directory,  but  that  his  propofitions  not' 
paying  appeared  fatisiaftory,.  he  had  received  orders  inftantly  to  quit  France. 
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hity,  and  brutal  infult,  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a  parallel 
For  it  in  the  diplomatic  annals  of 
Europe.  This  note  has  been  jufUy 
defcribed,  by  Mr.  Burke>  as  a 


diplomatic  curiofity.  Perfidy, 
intrigues,  fubtile  duplicity,  and 
the  ufe  of  the  Punic  ftyle,  were 
charged  upon  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment ;  and  the  prefent  overtures 


<f  All  thefe  affertions  are  equally  falfe, 

“  The  notices  given,  in  the  Englifh  papers,  of  a  minifter  having  been  fent  to  Pari? 
there  to  treat  of  peace,  bring  to  recolledtion  the  overtures  of  Mr.  Wickham,  to  the 
Ambaffador  of  the  republic  at  Bafle,  and  the  rumours  circulated  relative  to  the’miffion 
of  Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Court  of  PrulTia. 

“  The  infignificance,  or  rather  the  fubtle  duplicity,  the  punick  ftile  of  Mr.  Wick¬ 
ham’s  note,  is  not  forgotten.  According  to  the  partifans  of  the  Englifh  miniftry,  it 
was  to  Paris  that  Mr.  Hammond  was  to  come  to  fpeak  for  peace :  when  ftis  deftination 
became  public,  and  it  was  known  that  he  went  to  Pruffia,  the  fame  writer  repeated  that 
it  was  to  accelerate  a  peace,  and  notivithftanding  the  objedt,  now  well  known,  of  this 
negotiation,  was  to  engage  Pruffia  to  break  her  treaties  with  the  republic,  and  to  return 
into  the  coalition. — The  Court  of  Berlin,  faithful  to  its  engagements,  repulfed  thefe  per¬ 
fidious  propofitions.  But  in  converting  this  intrigue  into  a  million  for  peace,  the 
Englifh  miniftry  joined  to  the  hope  of  giving  a  new  enemy  to  France,  that  of  juftifying 
the  continuance  of  the  war  in  the  eyes  of  the  Englifh  nation,  and  of  throwing  all  the 
odium  of  it  on  the  French  government.  Such  was  alfo  the  aim  of  Mr.  Wickham's 
note.  Such  is  ftili  that  of  the  notices  given  at  this  time  in  the  Englifh  paoers. 

“  This  aim  wiil  appear  evident,  if  we  refiedt  how  difficult  it  is,  that  the  'ambitious 
government  of  England  mould  fincerely  wifh  for  a  peace  that  would  fnatch  from  it  its 
maritime  preponderancy,  would  re-eftabliffi  the  freedom  of  the  feas,  and  would  give  a 
new  impulfe  to  the  Spanifh,  Dutch,  and  French  marines,  and  would  carry  to  the  high- 
eft  degree  of  profperity  theinduftry  and  commerce  of  thofe  nations  in  which  it  has  al¬ 
ways  found  rivals,  and  which  it  has  confidered  as  enemies  of  its  commerce,  when  they 
were  tired  ofbeing  its  dupes.  J 

ffi  But  there  wiil  no  longer  be  any  credit  giveta  to  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  Engliffi 
minifti  v,  whenit  is  kno  n,  that  its  gol  d  and  its  intrigues,  its  open  p  radii  ces;  and  its  in- 
finuations,  befiege  more  than  ever  the  Cabinet  of  Vienna,  and  are  one  of  the  principal 
obftacles  to  the  negotiation,  which  that  Cabinet  would  of  itfelf  be  induced  to  enter  on 
for  peace. 

“  T'hey  will  no ’longer  be  credited,  finally,  when  the  moment  of  the  rumour  of 
thefe  overtures  being  e.rculated  is  confidered.  The  Englifh  nation  fupports  impatiently 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  a  reply  mull:  be  made  to  its  complaints,  its  reproaches  •  the 
parliament  is  about  to  r,e-open  its  fittings,  the  mouths  of  the  orators  who  will  declaim 
againft  the  war  muft  be  lhut,  the  demand  of  new  taxes  rauft  be  juftified  ;  and  to  ob¬ 
tain  theie  relults,  it  is  necelTary  to  be  enabled  to  advance,  that  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  refufes  every  reafonable  propofition  of  peace. ’’  6 

Official  Note  cf  the  5  th  of  0 Elder. 

An  Official  Note,  dated  Weftminfter,  21ft  September,  1796,  old  ftyle,  3d  of  Ven- 
demiare,  year  V.  tranfmitted  on  the  gth  of  this  month  (September  27.)  to  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  Dirediory,  required  paflports  for  an 
Envoy  of  the  Britiih  Cabinet,  who  is  to  be  fent  to  Paris,  to  make  overtures  of 
peace. 

The  Executive  Diredory  immediately  paffed  a,  refolution,  by  which  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  Affairs  is  charged  to  deliver  the  paffports  to  the  Britiffi  Ambaffador ;  who 
is  expected  to  come  turnifhed  with  full  powers,  not  only  to  prepare  and  negotiate’peace 
between  the  French  Republic  and  Great  Britain,  but  to  conclude  it  definitively  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries.  . 

If,  then,  the  Englifh  government  adts  with  good  faith  ;  if  this  ftep,  like  all  thofe 
which  it  has  hitherto  taken  as  to  the  fame  objedl,  is  not  intended  to  produce  a  belief 
that  it  is  compelled  to  carry  on  the  war;  (that  by  producing  fuch  belief  it  may  have  a 
pretext  for  demanding  the  funds  which,  with  regret,  the  Englifh  people  fees  it  fquan- 
denng;  1  if  that  government  abjures  an  unjuft  hatred;  if  it  yields  to  the  wifh  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  whofe  interefts  and  happinefs  are  entrufted  to  it ;  if  this  be  the  cafe  there  will 

no  longer  exift  any  impediment  to  the  fpeedy  conclufion  of  a  peace. 
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«»f  that  government  were  fa  id  to 
be,  as  all  its  former  had  been, 
merely  deceptions,  unworthy  of 
credit,  and  intended  to  reply  to 
the  complaints  and  reproaches  of 
the  Englith  nation,  which  bore 
with  impatience  the  Continuance 
of  the  war.  The  reafon  which  it 
affigned  for  difbelieying  the  fince- 
jrity  of  the  Britifh  minifters  is 
worthy  of  remark,  as  it  fhows 
that  the  Dire&ory  had  refolved 
not  to  give  their  enemies  a  fecure 
and  honourable  peace.  The  ne- 
ceffary  confequences  of  a  peace,  it, 
with  much  franknefs,  declared  to 
be,  to  raife  up  formidable  commer¬ 
cial  and  naval  rivals  to  this  coun-' 
fty;  to  fnatch  from  us  our  mari¬ 
time  preponderancy ;  and,  of courfe, 
to  reftore  that  which  it  W3s  pleafed 
to  denominate,  the  freedom  of  the 
feas.  What  portion  of  this  new¬ 
fangled  freedom  Britifh  veifels 
would  be  permitted  to  enjoy,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  conjecture. 

In  lefs  than  a  week,  this  note 
qxi  was  followed  by  another, 
of  the  fame  ofFenlive  te- 
•*'  nor.  In  this  fecond  note, 
however,  the  Directory,  more 
openly  than  in  the  former,  made 
the  true  revolutionary  diftinCtion 
between  the  governors  and  the 
governed  ;  and  took  upon  them- 
felves  to  declare  that  the  Britifh 
people  wifhed  for  peace,  and  faw 
with  regret  the  minifters  fquander- 
ing  the  fupplies  which  had  been 
granted.  The  Britifh  government 
was  likewife  called  upon  to  abjure 
its  unjuft  hatred,  and  to  open  its 
ears  to  the  voice  of  humanity  ; 
and  it  was  warned  that  it  muft 

authorize  its  ambaffador  to  fign  a 
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definitive  treaty  between  the  two 
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powers ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
it  muft  abandon  its  allies. 

The  republican  rulers  had  not 
even  yet  exhaufted  their  ftock  of, 
inveCtive.  In  a  meffage  to 
the  Council  of  Five  hun-  ^  * 
dred,  defiring  that  Eng- 
lifh  merchandize  might  be  prohi¬ 
bited,  they  feized  the  opportunity 
of  again  attributing  perfidy  to  the 
Britifh  cabinet,  and  affirming;  that 
the  overtures  which  it  had  made, 
were  onlyffor  the  purpofe  of  in¬ 
ducing  the  parliament  to  vote  the 
fupplies  which  were  wanting  for 
another  campaign. 

It  was  under  thefe  finifter  auf- 
pices  that  the  Britifh  pie. 
nipotentiary  arrived  in  the 
French  capital.  The  talk  22’ 
of  negotiating  wras  entrufted  to 
Lord  Malmelbury  ;  who  had  al¬ 
ready  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  fe- 
veral  embaffies,  and  whofe  talents 
and  manners,  had  not  the  declared 
fentiments  and  principles  of  the 
enemy  been  fuch  as  we  have  feen, 
miglit  have  juftified  the  moft  fa¬ 
vourable  hopes  of  his  bringing  the 
treaty  to  a  fuccefsful  conclufion. 
To  coriduft  the  bufinefs  on  their 
parr,  the  Directory  nominated 
their  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
M.  Delacroix. 

The  cuftomary  exchange,  of  cre¬ 
dentials  having  been  performed, 
the  negotiation  was  opened  by  the 
delivery  of  a  memorial*, 
in  which  Lord  Malmef- 
bury  propofed  that,  as  a 
preliminary  ftep,  the  principle  of 
compenfation  ftiould  be  admitted, 
to  form  the  bafis  of  the  definitive 
arrangements.  On  this  principle, 
he  declared,  that  his  Majefty  was 
willing  to  make,  from  his  con- 


*For  the  Papers  relative  to  the  Negotiation,  fee  State  Papers,  page  *211  to  page  *'239. 
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queFs,  proportionable  reFitutions 
for  thofe  which  France  would  be 
called  on  to  make,  in  order  to  fa- 
tisfy  his  allies,  and  preferve  the 
balance  of  Europe.  The  applica¬ 
tion  ot  this  principle  to  the  various 
objects  of  difcuffion,  would,  he 
added,  be  more  particularly  ex¬ 
plained,  as  foon  as  the  principle 
itfelf  was  agreed  to  by  the  Direc¬ 
tory.  M.  Delacroix  having  en¬ 
quired  whether  his  Lordihip  was 
furnifhed  with  powers  to  treat  for 
the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  Lord 
Malmefbury  informed  him  that, 
on  the  Diredory  acceding  to  the 
proportion  which  he  had  made,  he 
would  difpatch  couriers,  to  receive 
inFrudions  from  the  different 
courts. 

Two  days  after  this  memorial 
was  prefented  to  them,  the  Direc¬ 
tory  ordered  their  miniFer  to  com¬ 
municate  their  reply,  which  Teems 
to  have  been  Fudioufly  drawn  up 
in  the  molt  offenfive  terms.  It 
would,  indeed,  have  fufficien tly 
juFified  the  Britifh  ambaffador  in 
demanding  to  receive  immediately 
either  a  retradation  and  apology, 
or  paflports  to  return  to  England. 
Commencing  with  an  affertion  that 
the  propofal  of  his  Lordihip  offered 
nothing  but  dilatory  or  very  dis¬ 
tant  means  of  bringing  the  nego¬ 
tiation  to  a  elefe,  it  cenfured  him 
for  not  confenting  to  a  feparate 
treaty  ;  denied  his  right  to  treat 
for  the  allied  powers  ;  and  fhewed 
a  manifeft  difinclination  to  fuffer 
thofe  powers  to  become  parties  to 
any  treaty  between  England  and 
France,  Proceeding  in  a  Fill 
xudgr  flrain,  it  more  than  infinu- 
ated  that  his  Lordihip  was  a  thing 
under  a  mafk ;  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  fecret  inFrudions,  of  a 


nature  holtile  to  his  oflenfible 
ones ;  and. that  the  Britilh  govern, 
ment  negotiated  only  for  the  pur- 
pefe  of  preventing,  by  partial 
proportions,  the  general  propofi. 
tions  of  other  Fates,  and  of  ob¬ 
taining  from  the  people  of  Eng. 
land,  the  means  of  continuing  the 
war,  by  throwing  on  the  republic 
the  odium  of  a  delay',  which  wa< 
occafioned  by  themfelves.  The 
principle  of  retrocelfions  was  faid 
to  be  prefented  in  a  vague  and 
infulated  manner ;  and  confe- 
quently  not  admiffible  as  a  bafis  oi 
negotiation  ;  and  a  plain  hint  was 
given,  that  England  was  not  now 
in  a  fituation  to  defend  thofe  con. 
queFs  which  fhe  had  made  when 
fhe  was  feconded  by  the  forces  ol 
all  the  coalefced  fovereigns.  The 
Directory,  however,  condefcended 
fo  much,  as  to  declare  that,  when 
Lord  Malmefbury  fhould  have 
produced  fufficient  authority  to 
treat  for  the  allies  of  Great  Bri. 
tain,  and  a  promife  from  thofe 
allies  to  fubferibe  the  conditions 
agreed  upon,  they  would  haFen  tc 
give  an  anfwer  to  the  fpecific  pro¬ 
portions  which  his  Lordfhip  fliould 
fubmit  to  them,  and  that  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  Fiouid  be  removed,  as  far 
as  might  be  confiFent  with  the 
fafety  and  dignity  of  the  French 
republic. 

The  necefiity  of  communicating 
to  the  Britifn  cabinet  this  Frange 
note  from  the  Diredory,  fufpended, 
for  more  than  a  fortnight,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  bufinefs.  The  jour¬ 
nals  notorioufly  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  republican  rulers, 
were,  in  the  mean  time,  lavifh  in 
their  libellous  comments  on  the 
condud  of  the  Britifh  ambaflador, 
and  the  BritiFi  government.  On 
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,T  r  the  return  of  the  courier 

1  0V*  from  London,  Lord  Mai- 
1 2  J 

mefbury  haftcned  to  refume 

the  negotiation.  The  temperate 
tone  of  the  note  which  he  deli¬ 
vered  on  this  occalion,  formed  a 
ftriking  contrail:  to  the  haughtinefs 
and  rudenefs  of  that  to  which  he 
replied.  Language  fomewhat 
more  ftrong  than  it  employed, 
would,  perhaps,  have  been  neither 
unfuitable  nor  impolitic.  Refer¬ 
ring  to  the  offenfive  and  injurious 
iniinuations,  as  they  were  juftly 
called,  which  had  been  thrown 
out  by  the  Diredory,  it  ftated 
that  his  Majefty  deemed  it  far 
beneath  his  dignity  to  permit  an 
anfwer  to  be  made  to  them ;  and 
it  reminded  the  republican  govern-, 
ment,  that  a  fincere  with  to  ac- 
complifh  the  great  work  of  peace, 
was  not  to  be  evinced  by  recipro¬ 
cal  inveCtives,  nor  by  revolting 
and  groundlefs  reproaches.  With 
refped  to  a  feparate  treaty,  it 
declared,  that  the  powers  of  his 
Lordfhip  did  not  authorize  him 
to  accede  to  it,  as  they  had  been 
erroneoufly  faid  to  do  ;  and  that 
his  inftrudions  ftridly  enjoined 
him  to  liften  to  no  propofal  which 
tended  to  divide  the  interefts  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  from 
thofe  of  the  fovereigns  in  alliance 
with  him.  It  remarked,  that  a 
very  ufelefs  delay  would  be  cre¬ 
ated,  by  refufmg  to  difcufs,  even 
provifionally,  the  principles  of  the 
negotiation,  before  a  formal  and 
definitive  authority  was  received 
from  the  allies  of  his  Majefty. 
At  the  fame  time  his  Majefty 
hoped  that  he  fhould  find  in  the 
Emperor  the  fame  difpofition  to 
treat,  upon  an  equitable  balls,  of 
which  that  monarch  had  given  fo 
ftriking  a  proof,  at  the  moment 
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of  opening  the  campaign;  and, 
on  his  part,  he  promifed  to  omit 
nothing  which  couid  dTpofe  his 
allies  to  facilitate  the  return  of 
peace,  on  juft,  honourable,  and 
permanent  conditions.  The  Di¬ 
rectory,  on  their  fide,  were  called 
upon  to  give  a  precife  and  frank 
explanation,  as  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  principle  of  compensation, 
which  had  been  propofed  by  his 
Lordlhip,  as  the  ground-work  of 
the  treaty. 

To  this  note  the  Directory  re¬ 
plied  inftantly,  and  in  a  manner 
which  furpaffed  all  that  they  had 
hitherto  done.  The  ftyle  which 
they  thought  proper  to  adopt  was, 
however,  generally  reprobated, 
even  by  the  partifans  of  a  repub¬ 
lican  government.  They  required 
Lord  Malmefbury  to  point  out  ex- 
prefsly,  and  without  the  fmalleft: 
delay,  the  objeCts  of  reciprocal 
compenfation  ;  and  they  likewife 
called  on  him  to  fhow  what  difpo- 
lition  to  treat  had  been  manifefted 
by  his  Imperial  Majefty,  they 
being  entirely  ignorant  of  any 
fuch  difpofition. 

To  thefe  demands  his  Lordfhip 
anfwered,  that  the  objeCls  of  com¬ 
penfation  could  not  be  pointed  out 
till  the  principle  itfelf  was  ad, 
mitted  ;  and  that  the  manifeftation 
of  the  Emperor’s  readinefs  to  treat 
might  be  found  in  a  note  of  the 
Baron  d’Egelman,  prefented  on 
the  fourth  of  June,  after  the  ar- 
miftice  was  broken  on  the  Rhine. 

Willing  to  hope  that  the  Direc¬ 
tory  might  be  brought  to  give 
a  more  decorous  reply  to  his 
former  communication.  Lord 
Malmefbury  requefted  to  know 
whether  the  brief  note  which  he 
had  received  muft  be  confidered  as 
their  anfwer.  He  was  laconically 
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told,  in  a  billet  of  five  lines,  that 

4  * 

it  was  to  be  fo  confidered.  An¬ 
other  billet,  equally  laconic,  en¬ 
quired  whether  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  difpatch  a  courier 
to  his  court,  lor  fpecial  inft ruc¬ 
tions,  every  time  that  an  official 
communication  was  made  to  him 
from  the  Directory.  Nearly  five 
weeks  now  elapfed,  during  which 
the  negotiation  was  entirely  at  a 
hand.  Ac  length,  the  Directory 
having  explicitly  admitted  the 
principle  of  compenfatipn,  the  bu¬ 
ll  nefs  again  went  forward.  A 
conference  with  the  French  pleni¬ 
potentiary  was  obtained  by  Lord 
-p.  ^  Malmefhury.  In  the  courfe 
of  it  his  Lordfhip  pre- 
3 1 ' '  fen  ted,  to  M.  Delacroix, 
two  confidential  memorials,  on 
the  principal  objects  of  reft  i  tut  ion, 
compenfation,  and  reciprocal  ar¬ 
rangement,  between  the  allied 
powers  on  the  one  fide,  and  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland,  on  the  other. 
They  were  accompanied  by  an 
official  note,  in  which  his  Lord¬ 
fhip  declared  his  rcadinefs  to  enter 
into  every  proper  explanation,  and 
to  difeufs,  with  frank nefs  and  a 
conciliatory  spirit,  the  propofi- 
tions  which  be  had  offered,  or  any 
counter-projeft,  which  might  be 
tranfmitted  to  him  on  the  part  of 
the  Dire&ory. 

The  firft  memorial  related  en¬ 
tirely  to  England  and  France.  It 
propofed  the  reftiturion  of  the 
whole  of  the  Emperor's  dominions, 
on  the  footing  of  the Jiatus  ante  hel¬ 
ium  ;  the  re-eftabliftnnent  of  peace 
with  the  empire,  the  arrangements 
for  which  fhould  be  negotiated 
with  the  Emperor,  as  legitimate 
head  of  the  Germanic  body  ;  and 
the  evacuation  of  Italy  by  the 
French  troops,  with  an  engage¬ 


ment  not  to  interfere  in  the  inter¬ 
nal  affa  rs  of  that  country,  which 
fhould  be  placed,  as  far  aspoffible, 
in  the  fame  fituation  as  they  wers 
before  ihe  war.  The  admiffion  of 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  the 
Queen  of  Portugal,  ir>  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  and  without  any  burthen- 
fome  condition  being  required  from 
the  latter  fovereign,  was  likewife 
demanded.  In  return  for  thefe 
coneeffions,  his  Majefty  offered  to 
reftore  all  the  conquefts  which  he 
had  made  from  France  ;  referving, 
however,  to  himfelf  the  power  of 
claiming  a  compenfatory  equiva¬ 
lent,  in  eafe  be  fhould  confent  to 
waive  the  right  which  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  gave  him,  to  oppefe 
the  transfer  of  the  Spanifti  portion 
of  St.  Domingo  to  the  French 
republic.  The  removal  of  all 
fequeftrations,  and  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  the  juft  claims  which  indivi¬ 
duals  on  either  fide  might  have  to 
make  upon  the  refpe&ive  govern¬ 
ments,  were  the  laft  points  which 
the  memorial  indicated  for  infec¬ 
tion  in  the  future  treaty. 

The  fecond  memorial  laid  down 
the  bafts  on  which  his  Majefty 
was  ready  to  negotiate  with  Spain 
and  Holland.  With  refpeift  to 
the  former,  it  obferved,  that  no 
conquefts  having  been  made  by 
either  of  the  fovereigns,  the  only 
queftion  to  enter  into  was  the  mere 
re-eftablifhment  of  peace,  without 
any  ceffion  or  compenfation  what¬ 
ever  ;  except,  perhaps,  fuch  as 
might  refult  from  the  effefl  of  ap¬ 
plying  the  principle,  already  men¬ 
tioned,  with  regard  to  the  tranf- 
fer  of  Spanifh  St.  Domingo.  As 
to  the  republic  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  it  Hated,  that  the  allies 
were  too  much  interefted  in  the 
political  fituation  of  thofe  provin¬ 
ces, 
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ce$,  to  be  able  to  co^fenf  in  her 
favour  to  the  re-eitablilhmen't  of 
the Jintus  ante  helium  with  refpeht 
to  terri tor  a!  poftefti  'ns,  unlefs 
France  could,  on  her  part,  rein¬ 
flate  them  in  the  fame  political  fu 
tuation’  in  which  they  flood  before 
the  war.  If  it  were  poflible  to 
reftore  in  thofe  provinces  the  an¬ 
cient  conftitu  ion,  and  form  of 
government,  his  M  neftv  might 
then  relax  very  confid  raby  in  his 
demands  ;  but  not  othcrwife  ;  and 
if  the  republic  of  Holland  was  to 
continue  in  its  prefent  ftate,  no 
reftitutions  of  any  kind  could  be 
admitted,  except  in  as  far  as  they 
were  compenfated  by  arrangements 
calculated  to  contribute  to  the 
fafety  of  the  Auftrian  Nether-i 
lands.  The  ceffions  which  France 
had  exuded  from  Holland,  were 
referred  to,' as  furniftiing  the  means 
of  making  thefe  arrangements. 
In  conclufion,  the  memorial  lightly 
touched  on  the  neceffitv  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  intereft  and  the 
rights  of  the  He  fe  of  ‘'  range. 

The  memotiai  which  related  to 
England  and  France  was  the  fir  ft 
which  Lord  MaJmefbury  pre¬ 
ferred  to  M.  Delacroix.  It  was, 
at  the  very  outfet,  con  fide  red  by 
the  French  minifter  as  liable  to 
infurmoun  table  objedlions.  He 
firft  pleaded,  that  the  French 
conftit.ution,  as  it  was  interpreted 
by  the  bail  publicifts,  rendered  it 
impoffible  for  the  republic  to  do 
that  which  it  was  required  to  do  ; 
and  he  expreffed  his  furprife,  that 
the  Bridlh  government,  fhould 
make  the  retrocefiion  of  the  Aufi. 
trian  Netherlands  a  governing 
condition  of  the  treaty,  when  it 
well  knew  that  the  territory  in 
quefiion  ivas  irrevocably  annexed 
to  France.  This  reafoning  was 


combated,  at  feme  length,  and 
with  great  force  of  argument,  by 
Lord  Mabnefbury,  who,  among 
other  things,  reminded  him  that 
France,  at  the  time  when  (he  made 
her  conftitution,  well  knew  the 
treaties  by .  which  England  and 
Auftria  were  reciprocally  bound, 
and  by  which  the  former  power 
guaranteed  the  dominions  of  the 
latter.  M.  Delacroix  now  fhifted 
his  ground,  and  argued  that  it  was 
neceffary  for  France  to  retain  the 
Low  Countries,  in  order  to  have 
a  counterpolfe  to  the  vaft  acqui- 
fi tions  which  had  been  gained  by 
many  of  the  ofher  European  pow¬ 
ers.  He  Teemed  to  eoufider  our 
Indian  empire,  and  our  extended 
trade,  or,  as  he  called  it,  mono¬ 
poly  of  trade,  as  alone  fufficient 
to  juftify  the,  retention  for  which 
he  contended.  In  the  next  place 
he  urged  the  advantage  of  leaving 
this  territory  in  the  poffeffion  of 
the  republic.  The  Rhine  was,  he 
faid,  the  natural  boundary  of 
France,  and  her  extending  her  li¬ 
mits  to  that  river  would enfure  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe  for  two 
centuries  to  come.  Laftly,  he 
threw  out  the  idea  of  indemnifying 
the  Emperor  by  an  equivalent  ; 
which,  however,  was  not  to  be 
found  in  any  thing  belonging  to 
France,  but  in  the  fecularization 
of  the  three  ecclefiaftical  eledto- 
torates,  and  of  feveral  bifhoprics 
in'  Germany  and  Italy.  This 
feemed  to  be  a  favourite  projeft 
with  him;  and,  though  it  had 
been  immediately  rejected  by  Lord 
Mabnefbury,  he  again  brought  it 
forward  in  the  coutfe  of  the  con- 
yerfatiun.  On  ail  thefe  points  he 
was  fully  anfwered  by  the  Britifti 
ambafiador,  Lord  Malmefbury 
having  declared  that  the  Nether« 
[0  3]  lands 
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lands  could  not  be  given  up,  M. 
Delacroix  terminated  this  brahch 
of  the  conference,  by  exprefling 
bis  fears  that  the  point  which 
they  had  been  difcuffing  would 
prove  an  infuperable  bar  to  the 
conclufion  of  a  treaty, 

The  mention  of  Portugal  and 
Ruffia  naturally  led  M.  Delacroix 
to  fpeak  of  the  allies  of  France; 
and  this  gave  Lord  Malmefbury 
an  opportunity  of  prefen  ting  the 
fecond  memorial..  The  ceffion  of 
the  Spanifh  part  of  St.  Domingo 
was  the  firft  objed  of  difcuflion. 
This  his  Lordfhip  {hewed  to  be 
diredly  in  violation  of  the  treaty 
of  Ur  reeht.  To  that  treaty,  how¬ 
ever,  M.  Delacroix  did  not  pay 
much  refped.  Holland  was  the 
next  fubjed  of  debate.  On  this 
bead  M.  Delacroix  enlarged  very' 
much;  contending,  that  if  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Trinco- 
male  were  ceded  to  Great  Britain, 
they  would  more  than  counter¬ 
balance  the  acquifition  of  the 
Netherlands  by  the  French  re¬ 
public. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  conference 
be  reverted  to  the  fubjed  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  alked  whether 
the  principle  which  his  Lordfhip 
bad  laid  down  with  regard  to 
them  would  not  admit  of  being  in 
fome  manner  modihecf!  To  this 
bis  Lordfhip  anfwered,  that  if 
I1  ranee  would,  in  a  counter  pro- 
jed,  point  out  a  practicable  and 
adequate  way  of  effecting  the  fame 
purpofe,  hill  keeping  in  view  that 
the  provinces  mufl  not  he  French, 
nor  likely  to  become  fo,  the  pro- 
pofal  would  certainly  be  taken 
into  confideration,  M.  Delacroix, 
however,  did  not  himfelf  hope 
that  the  efult  of  the  bufmefs 

*  This  article,  having  been  omitted  in  th< 
be  inferted  among  thofs  of  the  volume  for  17 


would  be  favourable  *  as  he  again 
repeatedly  declared,  that  the  diffi¬ 
culty  refpeding  the  Netherlands 
was  one  which  could  never  be 
overcome. 

M.  Delacroix  was  but  too  well 
juftified  in  his  fmifler  prognoflics. 
On  the  following  day,  the  Direc¬ 
tory  fent  to  require  peremptorily 
that  Lord  Malmefbury  wou  d  fign 
the  two  confidential  memorials, 
and  that  he  would  deliver  his  ulti¬ 
matum  within  twenty -/our  hours. 
To  the  fuff  demand  his  Lordfhip 
demurred  ;  alleging,  that  it  was 
quite  unufual  to  fign  memorials 
which  were  accompanied  by  a 
figned  note.  But,  at  length,  un¬ 
willing  to  leave  a  pretext  for 
breaking  off  the  negotiation  on  a 
mere  pundilio,  he  confented  to 
give  his  fignature.  The  ultima¬ 
tum  he  neceffarily  refufed,  as  im- 
poffible  to  be  given  in  the  prefent 
pollute  of  affairs.  At  the  fame 
time  he  once  more  preffed  the 
Diredory  for  a  counter-projed, 
which  he  promifed  fhould  be  dif- 
cuffed  with  a  candid  and  pacific 
fpirit. 

The  reply  was,  an  order  to 
leave  Paris  in  eight  and  forty 
hours.  It  was  infultingly  added, 
that,  if  the  Britifh  cabinet  wifhed 
for  peace,  the  Diredory  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  continue  the  negotiation, 
by  the  reciprocal  channel  of  cou¬ 
riers.  Lord  Malmefbury  had  now 
no  alternative  but  to  fubmit  t©  the 
mandate  of  the  republican  rulers, 
and  he  accordingly  quitted  the 
French  capital  on  the  twenty-firft 
of  December. 

Three  days  after  the  departure 
of  his  Lordfhip,  there  appeared,  in 
the  newfpaper  employed  and  paid 
for  by  the  Diredory,  an  article*' 

State  papers  of  the  prefeat  volume,  will 
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intended  to  vindicate  their  recent 
condutf  ,  and  which  evidently  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  themfelves.  This 
curious  compofition  was,  from  be¬ 
ginning  to  end,  a  tiffue  of  vio¬ 
lence,  abfurdity  and  falfehood. 
The  firft  half  of  it  was  occupied 
by  a  repetition  of  the  common 
charges  of  infincerity  and  perfidy 
againft  the  Britifh  government, 
and  by  a  virulent  perfonal  attack 
upon  the  Britifh  a^nbaffador,  who 
was  defcribed  as  being  generally 
known  for  his  duplicity  and  in¬ 
trigue.  Almoft  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  was  taken  up  with  a 
laboured  perverfton  of  the  meaning 
of  the  two  memorials,  which  were 
artfully  infinuated  to  have  been 
the  ultimatum  on  the  part  of  Lord 
Malmefbury,  No  pains  were 
fpared  to  mifreprefent  them,  and 
to  hold  them  up  to  the  indignation 
of  the  French  people,  as  imperi- 
oufly  demanding  nothing  lefs  than 
the  facrifice  of  the  national  inte- 
refls  and  honour.  The  clofe  of 
this  (late  paper  was  worthy  of  all 
the  other  parts.  It  lavifhed  the 
fouled  abufe  on  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment,  and  predicted  that  Auftria 
would  foon  be  compelled  to  relin- 
quifh  the  conteft  ;  and  that,  then, 
England  {landing  by  itfelf,  and 
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juftly  expofed  to  all  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  French,  would  not  be 
able  to  difiemble  its  weaknefs,  and 
would  receive  with  more  gentlenefs 
a  peace  which  it  now  dared  to 
difdain,” 

The  rupture  of  the  negotiation 
was  officially  announced  by  the  ^ 
Britiftr  cabinet,  in  a  long  and  L  * 
eloquent  note* ;  which  was,  in  '  ’ 
truth,  a  finifhed  hiftory  of  the  info- 
lence  of  the  French  rulers,  and  the 
fubmiffive  patience  of  the  Britifh 
government.  It  demonftrated, 
that  the  former  had  omitted  no¬ 
thing  which  could  manifeft  their 
haughtinefs  and  hatred,  and  that 
the  latter  had  fhown  a  ftubborn 
and  almoft:  unaccountable  perfeve- 
ranee  in  difregarding  the  numerous 
and  goading  infults  with  which  it 
had  been  loaded.  This  note  did 
not  clofe,  as  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pelled,  by  calling  on  the  country 
to  put  forth  all  its  flrength  to 
chaftife  and  humble  the  pride  of 
the  enemy,  but  by  lamenting  that 
which  had  happened,  and  by  giv¬ 
ing  a  new  and  folemn  pledge  that 
his  Majefty  would  be  ready  again 
to  negotiate,  whenever  it  pleafed 
the  republicans  to  manifeft  an  equi¬ 
table  and  conciliatory  fpirit. 
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ate  of  the  public  mind.  Various  claffes  of  difcontented perfons .  Difcon - 
tent  increafed  by  fever e  fcnrcity.  Riots  in  confluence  of  the  fcarcity ,  and 
of  abufes  in  the  mode  of  entitling  for  the  a rmy .  Adivity  of  the  Loytjj&n 
CorreJ ponding  Society.  It  calls  a  7?ieeting  of  the  populace  in  St.  George’ s 
Fields.  Addrefs  to  the  Nation  and  the  King  voted  by  the  multitude. 
Eight  refolutious  paffed.  Inflammatory  language  employed  in  the  Addrejfes • 
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The  Reflations  contain  an  implied  cenfure  of  hath  Houfes  of  Parliament. 
The  Society  calls  a  fecond  meeting ,  •which  is  held  in  a  field  near  Copen * 
hagen  Houfe.  Tre  (finable  pamphlets  fold  at  the  meeting.  The  multitude 
vote  an  Addrrfs  to  the  Nation ,  a  Remonfirance  to  the  King,  and  fifteen 
Kefoluiions.  The fame  inflammatory  language  is  ufed,  as  on  the  former  oc- 

cafion.  Opening  of  Parliament.  The  King  is  infulted,  and  fired  at  >  on 
his  <way  to  the  Houfe.  He  is  expofcd  to  great  danger  on  his  return 
from  St.  fa  mips  to  Buckingham  Houfe,  Addrefs  to  his  Majefiy, 
rooted  by  both  houfes.  Two  Proclamations  iffued  by  government ;  the 
one  offering  a  reward  for  the  apprehenfion  of  thofe  who  committed  the 
out  rag,  s  agaii.fi  his  Majcfly  ;  and  the  other  conneStino;  thofe  outrages  with 
the  previous  proceedings  of  the  London  Corref 'ponding  Society.  The  Minij- 

ters  refilve  to  bring  forward  rcprejfive  meajures.  Tvjo  Bills  are  framed , 
the  one  for  the  protection  of  his  Majefiy’s  perfon ,  and  the  other  for  pre¬ 
venting  f  editions  meetings.  Principal  claufes  of  the  firfi  bill.  The  Bill 

is  introduced  into  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  by.  Lord  Grenville .  It  is  fiverely 

attacked  by  Lord  Lauderdale,  the  Duke  of  Bedford ,  and  others,  as  de- 
i  flruSiive  of  Britifh  liberty ,  Speech  of  Lord  Grenville ,  on  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill.  The  bill  is  again  firenuoufiy  oppofed  by  Lord  Lau¬ 
derdale,  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  It  is  defended  by  the  Earl  of  Mans- 
field.  Speeches  of  various  peers  on  the  do  Sir  ine  of  refijlance.  The  fecond 

reading  is  carried.  Warm  debate  on  the  bill  in  the  Committee.  Various 
amendments  propofed .  Lord  Thurlow  expmjfes  his  difapprobation  of fime 
of  the  claufes.  Reply  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Offence  given  by  the 
language  of  the  Bfihcp  of  Rockefier.  Brief  debate  on  the  report  of  the  bill . 
Spirited  debate  on  the  third  reading.  The  bill  is  vehemently  oppojed  by 
the  eppfition  Lords,  but  is  finally  paffed  through  the  Upper  Houfe. 


INVOLVED  in  a  harafiing, 
expenfive,  and  feetringly  inter¬ 
minable  war,  with  an  enemy  not 
lefs  inveterate  than  powerful,  the 
Britifh  government  "had  at  home 
to  guard,  with  an  inceifant  vigi_ 
Jance,  againft  the  projefls  and  at. 
tempts  of  a  numerous,  active,  and 
flrongiy  holtile  fadtOn.  The  cry 
of  diicontent  and  difaffeclion  a;ew 

'  O 

more  violent  from  day  to  day. 
Many  of  thofe  who  were  adverfe 
to  the  prefent  fiate  of  things  were, 
doubtlefs,  only  defirous  to  obtain  a 
reform  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; 
others  were  excited  to  opp'ofition 
folely  by'  the  burthens  and  pri¬ 
vations  which  the  war  Occafioued  ; 
but  the  majority  of  the  malecon- 
£enrs,  though  they  covered  them. 


felves  with  the  malk  of  parliamen¬ 
tary  reform,  certainly  confided  of 
perfons  thoroughly  imbued  with 
democratical  principles,  and  who, 
notwithftanding  the  dreadful  ex¬ 
ample  of  France,  were  ready,  at 
all  hazards,  to  tread  in  the  fan- 
guinary  footfteps  of  the  French  re- 
volutionifts.  By  this  latter  party 
no  arts  were  neglected,  which  could 
four  and  pervert  the  public  mind. 
Hand-bills,  ballads,  and  cheap 
pamphlets,  with  titles  calculated  to 
catch  the  populace,  were  lavifhly 
diftributed  ;  and  inflammatory  lec¬ 
tures  and  harangues  were  as  liber¬ 
ally  employed,  in  aid  of  the  prefs. 
Unfortunately,  thefe  exertions  were 
but  too  well  leconded,  by  a  fear- 
city,  approaching  to  famine,  which 

bore 
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bore  heavily  on  the  lower  dalles, 
and  which  they  were  carefully 
taught  to  confid  *r  as  being:  entire- 
ly  occalioned  by  the  prefent  faulty 
fyftem  ol  government,  and  the 
Cornell  with  the  French  republic, 
which  conteft  hnci  long  been  repre- 
fented  to  them  in  the  light  of  a 
wicked  corifpiracy  againll  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  human  race.  From 
want  of  inltrudion,  rather  than 
from  malignity,  the  poor  have,  at 
all  times,  been  fufficietitly  ready  to 
attribute  to  their  rulers  thofe  evils 
which  they  fuflfer  from  natural 
caufe's.  On  this  occafion,  when  to 
the  ftimulus  of  want  was  daily  ad¬ 
ded  the  ftimulus  of  Jacobinical  doc¬ 
trines,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered, 
that  their  feelings  broke  out  into 
ads  of  violence.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  fummer,  various  riots  and 
tumultuous  alfemblies  occurred,  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  in 
confequence  of  the  dearnefs  of  pro- 
vifions  ;  while,  in  the  metropolis 
other  difturbances  took  place, 
which  were  excited  by  the  truly 
objectionable  manner  in  which 
men  were  inveigled  into  the  mili¬ 
tary  fervice,  by  the  recruiting 
agents,  or  crimps,  as  they  are  com¬ 
monly  denominated,  bo  irritated 
were  the  populace  againll  the 
crimps,  that  they  nearly  demolilh- 
ed  feveral  houfes,  and  entirely  de- 
ftroyed  the  furniture,  of  fome  of 
the  obnoxious  individuals;  nor 
could  thefe  tumults  be  fupprelfed, 
till  an  armed  force  was  called  in, 
and  even  then  not  without  con- 
fiderable  difficulty. 

It  will  naturally  be  fuppofed 
that,  in  fuch  a  Hate  of  things,  the 
London  Correfpcnding  Society,  the 

*  For  the  AddreiTes,  fee  Appendix  t< 
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great  center  and  rallying  point  of 
the  dTcontented,  was  not  idle. 
There  was,  indeed,  no  pretext  to 
accufe  the  fociety  of  indolence.  In¬ 
dependently  of  its  fecret  though 
not  lefs  ftrenuous  and  effective 
operations,  it  convened  two  alfem- 
blies  of  the  populace,  for  the  bene¬ 
volent  purpofe  of  enlightening 
them,  as  to  their  rights  and  fuf- 
ferings,  and  giving  them  an  oppor-i 
tun  icy  to  exprefs  their  diffatisfac 
tion.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  held 
in  St.  George’s  Fields.  * 

An  addrefs  to  the  nation,  ^une  29> 
and  another  to  the  king,  J795'  . 
were  brought  forward  by  fome 
members  of  the  fociety,  and  voted 
by  the  multitude. 

I  he  addrefs  to  the  nation  was 
bombaftic  and  contemptible,  with 
regard  to  ftyle,  but  was  fraught 
with  dreadful  meaning.  It  feems 
fcarcely  poffible,  by  any  ft  retch  of 
charitable  candour,  to  believe,  that 
the  propofers  of  it  did  not  defign 
to  ftimulate  the  people  to  take  up 
arms.  The  people,  among  other 
things,  were  informed  “  that  fome- 
'  thing  muft  be  done  that  “their 
chief,  perhaps  their  only  hope  was 
in  themfelves  that  their  “men¬ 
tal  energy  would  focn  be  feconded 
by  determined  refolution that 
i(  they  would  not  much  longer 
permit  their  fellow-citizens  to  be 
dragged  from  their  peaceful  occu¬ 
pations  to  fight  againll  the  liberties 
of  mankind,  nor  fuller  their  wives 
and  children  to  be  robbed  of  that 
fcanty  loaf,  which,  inftead  of  pre- 
ferving  them  from  flarving,  was 
fent  to  feed  fublidized  cut-throats 
and  fore’gn  mercenaries  and  it 
was  added,  that  they  muft  “away 

the  Chronicle,  p.  *137,  top.  *140. 
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with  cold  calculations  of  fafery  or 
prudence, — with  paltry  expedients 
and  ill-timed  fears.”  That  they 
might  not  be  at  a  lofs  to  difcover 
the  proper  victims,  they  were  re¬ 
minded  of  “  the  fhameful  negli¬ 
gence  of  thofe  who  held  that  power 
which  ought  to  be  entrufted  to  none 
but  their  real  reprefen tatives 
they  were  allured  that  <£  the 
IVlin  fters  exported  their  food  to 
foreign  mercenaries  and  fi rally 
their  vengeance  was  prompted 
agairvfl  the  cultivators  of  the  foil, 
by  an  infidious  mention  of  the  fe. 
vere  “  extortions  of  private  ava¬ 
rice  and  monopoly.”  After  this, 
they  were  gravely  advifed,  to  en¬ 
deavour,  “  by  every  legal  and 
conftitutional  mode,  to  procure  their 
natural  and  undoubted  rights 
which  rights  were  aliened  to  be 


to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  the  fame 
anathema  which  had  previoufly 
been  denounced  againll  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  One  of  them  de¬ 
clared  that,  the  “  conduct  of  citi¬ 
zens,  Earl  Stanhope,  and  R.  B. 
Sheridan,  had  (hewn  the  people 
that  they  had  one.  honed  man  in 
each  houfe  of  parliament.”  That  the 
ding  of  this  profe  epigram  might 
not  be  overlooked,  it  was  printed 
in  italic  letters. 

Three  days  previoufly  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  parliament  was  the  period 
which  the  fociety  chofe,  for  the  fe- 
condtimeofcalling  together  its  par- 
tizans.  The  meeting  was  heldr  in  a 
field,  near  Copenhagen  oaober 
Houle,  and  was  more  nu-  ^ 
meroufly  attended  than 
the  former.  Not  lefs  than  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  perfons,  of  both 


“  univerial  fuffrage  and  annual  fexes,  are  faid  to  have  been  prefent. 


parliaments.” 

The  general  tenor  of  the  addrefs 
to  the  king  was  lefs  offend  ve.  But, 
though  this  addrefs  was  drawn  up 
in  ftudioufly  guarded  terms,  fo 
difficult  was  it  for  them  to  hide 
their  real  fentiments,  that  the 
framers  of  it  more  than  once  de¬ 
viated  into  the  language  of  infult 
and  menace.  His  Majefty  was 
fneeringly  told,  that  the  addreffers 
£<  were  convinced  that  reflection 
and  experience  are  not  always  ba- 
nifhed  from  kingly  bofoms  ;”  and 
he  was  warned  that  to  put  an  im¬ 
mediate  period  to  the  war  was  ef- 
fentially  neceflary  for  his  own 
i(  perfonal  fecurity.”, 

The  bndnefs  of  the  day  was 
concluded  by  the  palling  of  eight 


The  proceedi  ngsalfo  were  of  a  more 
daring  kind  than  thofe  which 
took  place  in  June,  Harangues  of 
greater  violence  were  delivered, 
and  pamphlets  of  the  moll:  incendiary 
and  treasonable  nature  were  openly 
fold.  Among  thefe  was  one  in 
favour  of  regicide,  and  another, 
which  bore  the  title  of  The  reign 
of  George  the  Laft.”  The  regu¬ 
lar  bufinefs  of  the  day  was  opened 
by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Binns, 
who  propofed  an  addrefs  to  the  na- 
N  tion,  *  a  remonftrance  to  the  king, 
and  fifteen  refolutions. 

In  its  addrefs,  the  fociety,  after 
Some  preliminary  remarks,  and  a 
brief  mention  of  its  increafing 
numbers,  proceeded  to  complain, 
that  its  petition  to  the  king  had 


refolutions,  of  a  tendency  fimilar  either  been  fupprefled,  or  palled 
to  the  preceding  addreffes.  In  one  over  with  contempt.  If  the  firft 
infl.ince,  however,  they  went  to  a  were  the  cafe,  the  minifters  had 
greater  length.  They  extended  been  guilty  of  high  treafon  againft 


*  See  Appendix  to  Chronicle,  p.  *140  to  *146. 
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the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  na¬ 
tion  ;  but  if  the  latter  was  the 
cafe,  his  Majefty,  it  was  faid, 
fhould  recoiled  that,  when  he 
cealed  to  confult  the  interefts  and 
happinefs  of  the  people,  he  would 
ceafe  to  be  refpecled.  Then,  hav¬ 
ing  drawn  a  frightful  picture  of  the 
date  of  the  country,  the  addrefs 
once  more  held  out  monopoly  and 
parliamentary  corruption  as  the 
foie  caufes  of  the  bufferings  of  the 
people.  The  charge  of  monopoly, 
in  particular,  was  urged  with  per- 
fevering  malignity,  and  the  poor 
were  taught  to  believe,  that  the 
late  harvefl  had  been  abundant, 
but  that  its  bleffings  were  with¬ 
held  from  them  by  infatiable 
avarice.  Reform  was  loudly  call¬ 
ed  for,  and  it  was  fig-nificantly 
added,  i{  we  cannot  anfwer  for 
the  ftrongand  all-powerful  impulfe 
of  neceffity,  nor  always  reftrain 
the  aggravated  feelings  of  inful  ted 
human  nature.  If  ever  the  Britifh 
nation  fhould  loudly  demand  flrong 
and  decifive  meafures — we  boldly 
anfwer — i(  we  have  lives’" — asd 
are  ready  to  devote  them,  either 
feparately  or  collectively,  for  the 
falvationof  our  country.”  After 
this  unequivocal  and  daring  lan¬ 
guage,  the  piece  concluded  by  a 
politic  profeffion  of  a  defire  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  reform  by  peaceable  methods 
alone. 

The  remonftrance  to  the  king 
was  full  of  infinuations,  affcrtions, 
and  allufiops,  which  could  only  be 
meant,  and  could  not  fail,  to  of¬ 
fend  the  monarch,  and  excite  the 
people  to  regard  him  with  hatred 
or  contempt.  A  want  of  gratitude, 
of  regal  virtue,  and  of  prudence,  in 
the  fovereign,  was  more  than 
hinted  by  thefe  decorous  remon- 
ftratorsj  who  ended  by  advifmg 


him  to  t{  think  of  the  abyfs  be¬ 
tween  ^application  and  defpair;” 
and  by  giving  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  nothing  fhort  of  a  reform  in 
parliament,  the  removal  of  the 
minifters,  and  a  fpeedy  conclufion 
of  a  peace,  could  fave  the  country, 
or  fecureto  him  the  attachment  of 
the  people. 

In  the  refolutions,  monopoly, 
the  war,  the  national  debt,  and 
univerfal  fuffrage  and  annual  par¬ 
liaments,  occupied  a  confpicuous 
place.  But  it  was  in  the  ninth, 
tenth,  and  eleventh  of  thefe  refolu¬ 
tions,  that  the  principles  and 
views  of  the  Society  were  molt 
clearly  vifible.  By  thefe  it  was 
diftinftly  affirmed  that  little  was 
to  be  expeded  from  the  executive 
part  of  the  government  ;  that  the 
period  was  not  far  diftant  when 
Britons  muff  no  longer  depend  upon 
any  party  of  men,  for  the  recovery 
of  their  liberties  ;  and  that  the 
only  hope  of  the  people  was  in 
themfelves. 

Before  the  ferment,  which  fitch 
a  meeting  and  fuch  language  mud 
naturally  have  excited  in  the  minds 
of  the  lower  dalles,  had  had  time 
to  fubfide,  his  IVIajedy  went  down 
to  the  Parliament  Houfe,  „ 
for  the  purpofe  of  open-  ^tober, 

ing  the  feffion.  An  un-  29* 
precedentcd  multitude  of  people 
affembled  on  this  occafion.  By 
half  pad  two  o’clock,  the  park, 
and  the  ftreets  as  far  as  the  par. 
liament  houfe,  were  crowded  by 
more  than  a  hundred  tboufand  per- 
fons,  of  both  fexes,  and  of  various, 
deferiptions.  rI  he  crowd  was, 
doubtlefs,  increafed  by  a  rumour, 
which,  for  obvious  purpofes,  had 
previoufly  been  fpread,  that  a  riot 
was  likely  to  take  place. 

As  his  Majelfy  paffed  along,  he 

was 
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was  received  with  inceflant  hides, 
hootings,  groanings,  and  number- 
lefs  exclamations,  among  which 
were  <(  no  Pitt,”  “  no  war,” 
i(  no  famine/*  “  give  us  bread, ” 
lt  no  King,”  and  ‘c  down  with 
George.’'  The  latter  cries  were 
feconded  by  aCtual  violence.  Se¬ 
veral.  ftones,  and  other  miffiles, 
were  dung  at  the  carriage,  and, 
when  it  reached  St.  Margaret 
Street,  one  ct  the  windows  was 
perforated  by  fome  fubftance, 
which,  from  the  abfence  of  ex- 
plofion,  the  rapidity  of  its  flight, 
and  its  having  made  only  a  circu¬ 
lar  aperture  in  the  glafs,  mull 
have  been  a  bullet  di (charged  by* 
an  air-gun.  On  his  way  back  to 
St.  James’s  the  lame  outrages  were 
praCtifed  by  the  populace..  After 
he  had  quitted  the  (late  carriage  it 
was  difpatched  to  the  Mews,  but, 
before  it  could  reach  there,  it  was 
nearly  demolifhed.  When  the  fo- 
vereign  had  already  been  expcfed 
to  fuch  imminent  danger,  from  the 
fury  of  a  deluded  mob,  it  is  not  a 
little  aftonifhing,  that  thofe  who 
were  about  his  perfon  fhould  not 
only  have  taken  no  precautions, 
but  fhould  have  expofed  him, 
unprotected,  to  danger  ftill  more 
alarming.  Such,  however,  was 
the  cafe.  The  king  was  Offered 
to  return  to  Buckingham  Houfe,  in 
his  private  carriage,  with  only 
two  footmen  to  attend  him. 
Scarcely  had  the  carriage  proceed¬ 
ed  a  hundred  yards,  when  it  was 
flopped  by  a  band  of  ruffians,  the 
doors  were  torn  open,  and  his 
Majefly  would,  perhaps,  have 
fallen  a  viCtim,  had  he  not  been 
laved  by  the  coming  up  of  fome 
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cavalry,  who  had  jufl  been  reliev¬ 
ed  from  guard. 

Throughout  the  perils  of  the 
day,  the  King  manifefted  the 
cooleft  courage.  Even  the  fhot 
which  was  fired  at  him  did  not  pro¬ 
duce  the  fmalleft  change  of  coun¬ 
tenance.  He  is  faid,  however,  to 
have  been  much  affected  by  the 
bafe  inj  lift  ice  of  being  treated  as 
the  enemy  of  his  people. 

As  foon  as  the  fpeech  had  been 
read  from  the  throne,  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  ordered  to 
be  cleared,  and  the  Peers  went  into  a 
Committee  of  Privilege,  to  enquire 
refpecfling  the  recent  infults  which 
had  been  offered  to  his  Majefly. 
Witneffes  were  examined,  and 
fome  of  the  offenders  were  ulti¬ 
mately  fent  to  prifon.*  An  ad- 
drefs  to  his  Majefly  was  voted  by 
the  Lords,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  Commons.  In  the  converfa- 
tion  which  took  place,  upon  this 
addrefs,  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown 
acrimonioully  cenfured  the  conduct 
of  the  minifters,  and  attributed  the 
treafonable  proceedings  of  the  day 
to  a  fcheme  planned  by  miniflers 
themfelves,  for  the  purpofe  of  ter¬ 
rifying  the  people  into  weak  com¬ 
pliances,  and  retaining  that  abufed 
power  of  which  they  ought  to  be 
divefted. 

On  the  part  of  the  government, 
two  proclamations  were  iffued. 
The  fir  ft,  which  appeared  on  the 
thirty- firft  of  October,  offered  a 
reward  of  a  thoufand  pounds,  for 
the  apprehenfion  of  any  perfon 
concerned  in  the  late  outrages. 
The  fecond  was  publifhed  on  the 
fourth  of  November.  It  afferted 
a  connection  between  the  meeting 


*  h'or  the  trial  of  KyJ  Wake,  one  of  thefe  offenders,  fee  Appendix  to  the  Chonicle, 
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at  Copenhagen  Houfe  and  the  at¬ 
tack  upon  his  Majefty,  and  called 
upon  all  mag  ill  rates,  and  others, 
to  affift  in  difcouraging  and  fup- 
pr effing  feditious  aftemblies,  and 
in  apprehending  thofe  who  might 
be  guilty  of  delivering  inflamma¬ 
tory  harangues,  or  oh  diftribut- 
ing  feditious  and  treafonable  pub¬ 
lications. 

The  minifters  had  long  watched, 
with  ferious  and  well-founded 
alarm,  the  growing  ftrength  and 
audacity  of  the  difcon tented  party, 
and  are  believed  to  have  deliber¬ 
ated  upon  repreffive  meafures.  Un¬ 
willing  to  encounter  the  popular 
odium,  which,  in  a  free  country, 
naturally  attaches  to  thofe  who 
bring  forward  retlridive  laws,  it 
is  probable,  however,  that  they 
would  not  have  called  for  anv  ad- 
ditional  enadments,  had  not  .the 
recent  defperate  attack  on  his  Ma- 
jefty  ftimulated  them  to  take  fuch 
vigorous  fteps,  as  fhould  enable  them 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  fimi- 
lar  feenes,  and  bring  criminals  to 
juftice  with  greater  fpeed  andeffed. 
Hav  ing  at  Jaffc  refolved  to  call  on 
the  legiflature  for  more  extenfive 
powers,  they  loft  no  time  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  call.  Two  bills  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  framed,  for  the  coniider- 
ation  ol  parliament.  The  one  wa's 
entitled  <c  an  Aft  for  the  fafety  of 
his  Majefly’s  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment,  againft  treafonable  and  fedi¬ 
tious  practices  and  attempts;”  the 
other  was  named  “  a  Bill  for  the 
more  effectually  preventing  fedi¬ 
tious  meetings'  and  affemblies.” 
The  fir  ft  of  thefe  was  introduced 
into  the  Houfe  of  Peers  by  Lord 
Grenville ;  tlie  fecond  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons, by  Mr.  Pitt.  No 
meafure  ever  excited  more  debate  in 
both  houfes  than  thefe  two  bills,  or 
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produced  a  more  powerful  effed 
upon  the  public  mind. 

By  the  principal  claufe  of  Lord 
Grenville’s  bill,  it  was  provided 
that  any  perfon  or  perfons  who 
fliould  “  within  the  realm  or  with¬ 
out,  compafs,  imagine,  devife,  or 
intend,  death  or  deftrudion,  or 
any  bodily  harm  tending  to  death 
or  deftrudion,  maim  or  wounding, 
imprifonmer  t  or  reftraint  of  the 
fovereign  or  his  heirs,  or  fhould 
move  or  ftir  any  foreigner  or 
ftranger  to  invade  his  Majefty’s  do- 
.minions,  and  fuch  cotnpaffing, 
imaginations,  inventions,  devices, 
and  intentions,  fhould  exprefs,  ut¬ 
ter,  or  declare,  by  any  printing, 
writing,  preaching,  or  malicious 
and  advifed  fpeaking,”  fliould  be 
adjudged  to  be  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  high  treafon.  The  bill  fur. 
ther  provided  that  any  perfon, 
who  “  malicioufly  and  advifedly, 
by  writing,  printing,  preaching, 
or  other  fpeaking,  fliould  exprefs, 
utter,  or  declare  any  words,  fen. 
tences,  or  other  thing  or  things,  to 
incite  or  ftir  up  the  people  to  hatred 
or  difiike  of  the  perfon  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty,”  fhould  be  liable  to  the  pe¬ 
nalty  inflided  on  high  mifdemean- 
ours,  and,  in  cafe  of  a  fecond/ 
offence,  fhould  bp  tranfporred  for 
feven  years.  Till  the  clofe  of  the 
next  feffion  of  parliament,  after  a 
demife  of  the  crown,  was  the  period 
fixed  for  the  duration  of  rbL  law. 

When  he  brought  forward  the 
bill,  Lord  Grenville  declined  en¬ 
tering,  for  the  prefent,  into  any 
difeuffion  upon  its  pro.  T 
vifions.  He  merely  flat- 
ed  that  the  late  procla¬ 
mations,  iifued  by  government, 
were  to  be  conflder.d  as  the 
ground-work  of  it,  and  that  it 
followed  the  precedents  of  ads 

paffed 
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paffed  in  approved  times,  namely, 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  the 
commencement  of  the  .reign  of 
Charles  the  Second.  From  thofe 
precedents  it  had  no  further  vari 
ations  than  fuch  as  exiFing  circum. 
Fances  and  the  temporary  danger 
required.  The  bill  he  conceived 
to  be  indifpenfibly  neceffary,  to 
Hop  the  progirefs  of  thofe  practices, 
which  endangered  the  life  of  the 
fovereign,  and  the  fafety  of  the 
Fate.  He  then  moved  that  the 
bill  fhould  be  printed,  and  the 
Lords  fummoned  for  the  fecond 
reading. 

The  meafure  was  attacked  by 
Lord  Lauderdale,  in  terms  of  the 
fever  eft  reprobation.  It  was,  he 
faid,  propofed  to  them,  without 
there  being  a  tittle  of  evidence  to 
prove  that  it  was  neceffary  ;  it  in¬ 
troduced  a  variety  of  new  crimes 
and  treafons  into  the  criminal  code 
of  the  country,  and  totally  alter¬ 
ed  the  exiFing  laws  refpebiing 
treafon  ;  it  would,  it  agreed  tor 
annihilate  every  liberty  and  privi-. 
lege  which  Englifhmen  now  pof- 
felfed  ;  and  what  rendered  it  Fill 
more  alarming  was,  that  it  was 
manifeFIy  intended  for  a  permanent 
law.  And  who,  he  alked,  were 
the  minifters,  who  were  to  be  en- 
truFed  with  fuch  extraordinary 
powers  ?  Men  who  had  already 
Frained  the  penal  Fatutes  to  their 
utmoF  limit,  involved  the  people 
In  a  ruinous  and  deFrublive  war, 
and  pertinacioufly  continued  to  abl 
upon  a  perilous  arid  in  fane  fy  Fem. 
In  the  old  conFitut.on  of  France 
there  was,  he  declared,  nothing 
more  defpotic,  nothing  more  incon- 
fiFent  with  the  freedom  of  Britons, 
than  this  bill  was  intended  to 
create. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  alfo  ex- 
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preffed  his  difapprobation  of  it  in 
a  brief  but  pointed  fpeech';  and 
hoped  that,  while  they*  could  yet 
do  it,  the  people  would  affemble, 
and  dlfplay  fo  marked  and  deciFve 
an  hoftility  to  the  bill,  that  their 
Lordlhips  would  be  induced  to  give 
it  an  early  rejeblion. 

In  anfwer  to  Lord  Lauderdale, 
Lord  Grenville  denied  that  the 
bill  interfered,  in  the  ilighteF  de¬ 
gree,  with  the  right  of  the  people  to 
meet,  in  legal  and  peaceable  affem- 
blies.  In  principle,  the  law  now 
propofed  to  be  enabled  had,  he  af- 
ferted,  been  for  many  years  the 
law  of  the  country,  and,  far  from 
being  an  offence  againF  the  people, 
it  was  intended  for  their  protection. 
The  bill  was  nothing  more  than  a 
bill  to  prevent  treafon,  and  none 
cbuld  be  made  to  fuffer  by  it,  ex¬ 
cept  perfons  whole  condubl  and  in¬ 
tentions  were  really  wicked. 

Lord  Radnor  took  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  law  of  treafon.  The  Fatute  of 
the  twenty-fifth  of  Edward  the 
Third  he  confidered  as  not  fuffici. 
ently  definite,  it  having  been 
thought  to  give  encouragement  to 
the  doblrine  of  conFrublive  treafon. 
Strange  as  his  language  might,  he 
Laid,  appear,  he  was  fo  far  from  be¬ 
ing  afraid  of  conFituting  new  trea¬ 
fons,  that  he  rather  wifhed  to  do 
fo  than  not  ^  as,  by  accurately  de¬ 
fining  what  were  treafonable  of¬ 
fences,  men  would  be  taught  to 
know  all  the  extent  of  their  danger, 
and  would  confequentlyjee  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  condubling  themfelves 
with  prudence.  Adverting  to  the 
recent  Fate  trials,  he  at  the  fame 
time  Fated  that,  abling  as  a  jury¬ 
man,  and  upon  Chief  JuFice  Eyre’s 
add  refs  to  the  jury,  he  would  have 
acquitted  the  defendants,  even 

though 
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though  every  article  of  the  charge 
had  been  diieftly  brought  home  to 
them. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the 
printing  of  the  bill  was  carried. 

The  lecond  reading  of  the  bill 
was  moved,  by  Lord  Grenville, 
on  the  tenth  of  November.  Con- 
nefting  the  meeting  at  Copen¬ 
hagen  Houfe  vyith  the  outrages 
committed  againft  his  Majefty, 
he  argued,  that  the  law  which  he 
propofed  was  obvioufly  requilite, 
to  proteft  the  perfon  of  the  king, 
and  the  conftitution  of  the  country, 
from  the  recurrence  of  fimilar  at¬ 
tacks.  Except  in  fome  unimpor¬ 
tant  points,  ariftng  out  of  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  circumftances,  the  pro- 
vifions  of  the  bill  varied  in  no  ways 
from  thofe  which  had  been  adopted, 
as  prudent  and  wife,  by  our  ancef- 
tors.  They  were,  as  he  had  before 
dated,  drawn  from  enaftments  in  the 
reigns  of  Elizabeth,'  and  of  Charles 
the  Second.  Difficulties  having 
fometimes  occurred,  as  to  the  man¬ 
ner  of  conftfuing  the  ads  now  in 
force,  the  variations  from  them, 
in  this  bill,  were  intended  to  af- 
certain  precifely  the  meaning 
which  was  to  be  given  to  the  whole 
of  the  treafon  laws.  Save  that 
the  bill  propofed  to  include  trea- 
fonable  publications  and  difcourfey 
as  being  equally  criminal  and  dan¬ 
gerous  with  thofe  offences  already 
denominated  treafon,  there  were 
no  punifhments  created  for  crimes 
which  were  not  acknowledged  as 
fuch  by  the  exifting  laws.  One 
alteration,  that  of  omitting  the 
words  “  malicious  and  advifed 
fpeaking,”  he  would  move  in  the 
Committee,  in  order  ,to  bring  the 
bill  to  a  ftill  clofer  conformity 
with  the  laws,  as  they  at  prefen t 
ftood.  With  regard  to  the  claufe 
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relative  to  fedition,  it  neither  in¬ 
terfered  with  the  known  ftatutes, 
nor  prohibited  legal  meetings.  It 
merely  provided  a  more  adequate 
punifhment  than,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things,  could  be  infliftcd, 
upon  eftablifhed  guilt.  All  the 
other  claufes  of  the  bill  were  fa¬ 
vourable  to  accufed  perfons.  He 
would,  therefore,  make  no  further 
obfervations,  but  wait  to  hear  on 
what  grounds  thofe  noble  Lords 

O 

proceeded,  who  had  oppofed  the 
rneafure,  in  fo  high  a  tone,  on  its 
intrcduftion  into  the  Houfe, 

The  noble  Lords  to  whom  he 
alluded,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and 
Lord  Lauderdale,  were  not  back¬ 
ward  in  taking  up  the  gauntlet, 
which  he  had  thrown  down  to  them. 
They,  and  efpecially  the  latter,  at¬ 
tacked  the  bill,  in  all  its  parts, 
with  conf derable  vehemence.  In 
the  firft  place  they  urged,  that  no 
cafe  had  been  made  out,  nor  even 
a  folitary  iota  of  evidence  pro¬ 
duced,  tojuftify  the  bringing  for¬ 
ward  of  fuch  a  manifeflly  obnoxi¬ 
ous  rneafure.  The  whole  rcfted  on 
the  noble  mover’s  bare  affertions, 
of  the  notoriety  of  the  fads,  and 
the  connection  between  the  meeting- 
at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  and  the  out¬ 
rages  committed  againft  his  Ma- 

o  o 

jelly’s  perfon.  On  a  former  oc¬ 
casion,  when  the -Habeas  Corpus 
aft  was  fufpended,  there  was,  at 
leaft,  the  femblance  of  previous 
deliberation,  and  of  evidence. 
But  now,  the  ftrongeil  of  mea- 
fures,  and  the  moft  deftruftive  of 
Britifh  liberty,  were  to  be  paffied, 
without  proof  or  enquiry.  With 
refpeft  to  the  criminality  of  thofe 
who  had  infulted  the  monarch,  and 
the  ftrong  abhorrence  which  ought 
to  be  felt  of  their  conduft,  the  no¬ 
ble  Lords  declared  that  two  opini¬ 
ons 
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ons  could  not  exift ;  but  they 
pointedly  denied  that  there  was 
even  the  'remoteft  connexion  be¬ 
tween  the  London  Correfponding 
Society  and  the  riotous  mob. 
Looking  at  the  meafure  itfelf, 
which  profeffed  to  be  to  protect 
his  Majefty,  they  affirmed  that, 
though  potent  for  the  deifrudlion 
of  freedom,  it  gave  no  additional 
fecurity  to  the  perfon  of  the  fove- 
reign.  It  was  impotent  for  good. 
As  to  the  precedents,  on  which 
the  noble  Lord  relied,  they  treat¬ 
ed  them  with  little  deference. 
They  neither  thought  that  prece¬ 
dents  drawn  from  the  times  of  Eli¬ 
zabeth  and  Charles  were  fuch  as 
ought  to  be  reforted  to  by  thofe 
who  admired  the  principles  of  our 
revolution;  nor,  fuppofing  the  pre¬ 
cedents  to  be  praife-worthy,  that 
they  were  at  all  applicable  to  the 
prefent  period.  Why  did  not  mi- 
nifters,  they  alked,  recur  to  better 
times,  and  take  the  fhitute  oi  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Third  for  their  model  ? 
Eefides,  experience  had  fhewn, 
that  to  vifit  with  fevere  punifh- 
ments  was  not  the  fared:  way  to 
promote,  in  the  hearts  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  the  real  love  of  the  king, 
w  hich  was  a  monarch’s  bed  pro¬ 
tection.  Lord  Grenville  was  far- 
callically  thanked,  for  having 
given  up  one  drong  point  of  the 
bill  ;  and  a  hope  was  expreffed, 
that  a  drenuous  oppofition  would 
induce  him  to  give  up  more. 

Bad,  however,  as  was  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  related  to  trea- 
fons,  they  confidered  as  dill  worfe 
that  part  of  it  which  related  to 
mlfdemeanours ;  becaufe,  in  cafes 
of  treafon,  where  the  life  of  a  man 
w,as  at  flake,  judges  and  juries  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  more  caution,  and  con- 
fequently  the  fubjekt  was  better 


guarded  than  in  cafes  of  mifdetoearf- 
our.  From  the  wording  of  this? 
claufe  they  contended,  in  contra- 
dudion  to  the  noble  mover,  that  it 
created  new  crimes  by  new  phrafes. 
Words  were  ufed  in  it,  which  had 
never  been  ufed  before,  and  which 
were  not  capable  of  being  accurate¬ 
ly  defined.  Such  were  the  words 
conditution  and  people,  which  were 
contained  in  no  former  akt.  A 
dill  more  dangerous  innovation  ap¬ 
peared  to  them  to  be  the  referva- 
tion  made  in  favour  of  members  of 
parliament ;  a  refervation  which 
indicated  a  defign  to  redrain  liber¬ 
ty  of  fpeec.h  to  the  members  alone* 
To  give  latitude  to  judges,  by  any 
new  powers,  was  alfo  contended  to 
be  liable  to  ferious  objection. 

By  Lord  Lauderdale,  who  dood 
foremod  in  oppofing  the  bill,  it  was 
a’ifo  urged,  in  addition,  that  it  was 
imprudent  to  drain  laws  to  an  op* 
prefiive  extent,  or  ena<d  others, 
fukverfive  of  liberty  ;  as,  in  fuch 
cafes,  the  people  might  naturally 
be  expected  to  refort  to  force.  This 
fentiment  feeming  to  difpJeafe  fome 
of  his  hearers,  he  vindicated  it, 
and  reminded  them,  that  great  and 
well-known  authorities  bore  him 
out  in  faying  that  certain  times 
and  circurnftances  would  not  only 
judify  refiflance,  but  render  it  a 
duty.  Returning  to  the  bill,  he 
remarked  that  it  omitted  a  claufe, 
which  was  found  in  rail  preceding 
bills  of  a  fimilar  kind  ;  a  claufe 
which  direkted  that  peers  fhould  be 
tried  at  the  bar.  This  omiffion 
might  become  hard  upon  the 
Scotch  peers,  as  fhould  any  one  of 
them  be  tried  for  mifdemeanours, 
under  this  bill,  he  would  be  very 
differently  fituated  from  an  Eng- 
lidi  peer.  He  might,  by  the  law 
of  Scotland,  be  fentenced  to  be 
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tranfporfed*  for  fourteen  years, 
for  the  offence  of  fedition,  the 
punifhment  of  which,  in  this  part 
of  the  kingdom,  was  limited,  even 
upon  a  fecond  conviftion,  to  a 
tranfporration  for  feven  years. 

The  defence  of  the  hill  was  un¬ 
dertaken  by  the  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
who,  admitting  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  great  jealoiify  (hewn  of  en- 
trufting  the  executive  government 
with  extraordinary  powers,  was 
ft  ill  convinced  that  the  propofed 
bill  was  a  wife  and  falutary  mea- 
furei  It  had,  he  faid,  ever  been 
the  practice,  to  accommodate  the 
laws  of  treafon  to  the  circumftances 
which  occurred,  and  to  enaft  filch 
regulations  as  were  required  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  cafe.  Adverting 
to  the  cenfure  which  had  been 
thrown  upon  the  precedents  for  the 
bilb  he  declared  that  he  had  heard 
with  much  furprife  the  arguments 
which  had  been  adduced  upon  that 
head.  With  regard  to  the  ftatute 
of  Elizabeth*  he  called  to  the  re- 
colle&ion  of  their  Lordfhips  that 
it  had  received  a  fandtion  fince  the 
revolution*  by  the  principles  which 
it  contained  having  been  copied 
into  the  ftatute  of  Queen  Anne. 
Reprobated,  too,  as  were  the  times 
of  Charles  the  Second*  he  would, 
neverthelefs,  venture  to  affert,  that 
they  were  good  timest  It  ought 
tU  be  remembered  that,  at  the  era 
alluded  to,  the  ininifter  was  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  a  man  who, 
by  his  attachment  to  it,  and  by 
his  virtues,  had  effentially  contri¬ 
buted  to  preferve  the  conftitution; 
and  whole  conduct  exhibited  a 
model,  worthy  of  being  copied  by 
fcvery  minifter.  Arguing  upon  the 
queftion  of  applicability,  he  main¬ 
tained  the  precedent  of  Charles  the 
Second  to  be  ftridtly  applicable  to 
Vol.  XXXVIII. 
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the  prefent  period ;  as,  in  the 
reign  of  that  monarch,  much  of 
the  leaven  of  republicanifm  ft  ill  re- 
mained;  and  there  were  alfo  the 
fifth  monarchy  rtien,  who  differed 
indeed  from  modern  republican?, 
who  would  tolerate  no  king  what¬ 
ever*  while  the  fifth  monarchy 
men  were  willing  to  admit  of  a 
king,  of  a  certain  defcription.  It 
had  been  afferted  that  the  ftatute 
of  Edward  the  Third  was  fuffici- 
ent,  but  this  affertion  he  conceiv- 
ed  to  be  incorreft ;  that  ftatute 
furnifhing  too  many  evafions,  and 
being  liable  to  too  many  uncertain¬ 
ties,  to  be  a  fui table  remedy,  for 
fuch  an  attack  as  had  been  madd 
upon  his  Majefty.  Nor  would  he 
admit  that  the  language  of  the 
bill  was  improper.  The  word  con¬ 
ftitution,  which  had  been  criticifed 
and  cenfured*  he  affirmed  to  be 
perfeftlp  correft  and  parliamentary. 
He  then  defended  the  eonduft  of 
the  Scotch  tribunals,  from  the 
charge  of  harihnefs  which  had  been 
infmuated  againft  them*  and  de^ 
dared  his  belief  that  the  claufe,  to 
which  Lord  Lauderdale  had  ob* 
jedled,  interfered  with  none  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Scotch  Lords, 
but  left  them  exaftly  as  it  found 
them.  He  was  likewife  of  opinion 
that  no  new  treafons  were  created 
by  the  bill,  and  that  the  punifh¬ 
ment  of  tranfportatiori,  during 
feven  years,  was  not  too  rigorous 
for  a  fecond  offence,  of  fuch  a  dan¬ 
gerous  kind  as  fedition. 

Lord  Grenville*  in  a  concife  re¬ 
ply  to  Lord  Lauderdale,  having 
intimated  that  the  doftrine  of  re¬ 
finance  was  one  on  which  as  little 
as  poflible  ought  to  be  faid,  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  fpoke  in  defence 
of  the  doftrine,  which,  he  con¬ 
tended,  was  a  principle  of  the  con- 
[^]  ftitution; 
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fli tutlon  ;  the  principle  to  which 
the  Houfe  of  Brunfwiek  was  in¬ 
debted  for  its  prefent  elevated  fitu- 
ation.  The  principle,  it  was  true, 
ought  not  to  be  mifapplied,  nor 
would  he  attempt  to  define  the 
criiis  when  it  would  be  proper  to 
ad  upon  it ;  but  it  ought,  never- 
thelefs,  to  be  always  held  in  re¬ 
membrance  by  every  lover  of  li¬ 
berty.  Some  meafure  might  eafily 
have  been  proposed,  to  prevent  his 
Majefty  from  being  difturbed  in 
his  paflbge  to  Parliament,  an  of¬ 
fence  which  was  rot  fufficiently 
guarded  againft  by  the  ftatute  of 
Edward ;  but  fo  thoroughly  ob- 
jjeftionable  was  the  meafure  now 
brought  before  them,  that  he  found 
himfelf  compelled,  he  laid,  to  give 
his  vote  in  the  negative. 

After  fome  obfervations  from 
the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  the  Duke 
of  Leeds,  and  Marquis  Townf- 
hend,  the  two  former  of  whom 
exprefled  their  diflike  of  the  bill, 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  clofed  the 
debate,  by  a  brief  fpeech,  in  which 
be  declared,  that  if  the  meafure 
paffed  into  a  law,  it  would  be  fuch 
an  infringement  of  the  conftitution, 
as  no  man  could  contemplate  with¬ 
out  feelings  of  horror.  The  quef- 
tion  being  put,  the  fecond  reading 
was  carried  by  feventy-nine  con¬ 
tents  againft  eight  not-contents  ; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
committed,  on  the  followingday. 

The  Houfe  having,  at  the  time 
fixed,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee,  Lord  Grenville  made  a 
motion,  which  was  agreed  to,  to 
omit  the  words  ((  malicious  and 
advifed  {peaking.”  The  Duke  of 
Leeds  then  moved  to  infert  certain 
words  of  the  ftatute  of  Edward 
•the  Third,  the  chief  purpofe  of 
which  was,  to  make  it  necsflary, 


in  the  indiftment,  to  charge  an 
overt  aft  of  treafon.  After  a  long 
and  learned  difcuffion,  in  which 
many  peers,  particularly  the  law 
lords,  took  a  part,  the  amendment 
was  withdrawn,  and,  on  the  fug- 
geftion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to 
the  words  t(  any  printing,  wri¬ 
ting,”  were  added  the  words  “or 
other  overt  aft.”  When  the  fe¬ 
cond  claufe  came  under  debate,  the 
Duke  of  Leeds  moved  to  fubfti- 
tute  the  phrafe,  “  eftablifhed  con¬ 
ftitution  of  this  realm,  confifting 
of  king,  lords,  and  commons,” 
inftead  of  the  expreHion  the  “  ef- 
tablifhed  government  and  conftitu¬ 
tion  of  this  realm  as  being  lefs 
liable  to  mifconftruftion.  The 
propriety  of  this  amendment  was, 
however,  doubted  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  thought  that  it 
would  leave  an  opening  for  artful 
feditious  perfons  to  write  atrocious 
libels  on  each  feparate  branch  of 
the  conftitution,  without  incurring 
the  penalties  of  the  law. 

Lord  Thu rlow,  on  the  other 
hand,  agreed  with  the  noble 
mover  of  the  amendment  ;  and 
infilled  on  the  difficulty  of  defi¬ 
ning,  with  logical  preeifion,  the 
terms,  government  and  conftitu¬ 
tion.  As  to  the  penal  enaftment 
of  the  claufe,  he  thought  it  would 
be  infinitely  too  fevere,  in  many 
cafes,  to  which  it  might  be  ap¬ 
plied.  Was  it,  he  aiked,  fo  very 
criminal  in  any  one  to  fay  that  it 
was  an  abufe  for  twenty  acres  of 
land,  below  Old  Sarum  Hill,  to 
fend  two  members  to  Parliament  ? 
Yet  this  might  be  conftrued  a* 
tending  to  produce  a  diflike  of  the 
eftablilhed  conftitution.  He  was 
convinced  that  the  laws  of  the 
country,  as  they  now  flood,  were 
fully  adequate  to  the  reftraint  and 

punifti* 


I 


History  of  Europe.  [§59 


puniflhment  of  thofe  crimes  againft 
which  the  claufe  was  directed  ; 
and  if  thofe  crimes  had  been  com¬ 
mitted,  and  alfumed  a  threatening 
afpeCt,  as  they  indifputably  had, 
it  was  not  for  want  of  proper  laws, 
but  becaufe-the  laws  had  not  been 
vigilantly  enforced,  by  the  execu¬ 
tive  authority.  Severe  enaftmentsj 
he  believed,  in  general,  to  be  very 
ill  calculated  to  attain  their  pur- 
pofe.  In  the  prefect  cafe,  juries 
would  probably  rather  acquit, 
than  expofe  an  individual,  profe- 
cuted  under  this  bill,  to  a  feven 
year’s  tranfporration.  He  was 
like  wife  ftrongly  adverfe  to  the 
claufe  which  left  it  to  th$  difcre- 
tion  of  minifters,  whether  they 
would  prolecute  or  not.  That  the 
minifters  now  in  office  would  abufe 
this  power  he  did  not  fufpeCf ; 
but  it  was  undoubtedly  open  to 
great  and  dangerous  abufe ;  as 
fome  future  minifter  might  protect 
one  culprit,  and  launch  all  the 
vengeance  of  the  law  upon  ano¬ 
ther,  or  might,  for  finifter  ends, 
employ  his  creatures  to  commit  tref- 
paffes,  from  the  punilhment  due  to 
which  he  would  be  enabled  to 
fhield  them.  His  lordfhip  was, 
therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  whole 
of  the  claufe  ought  to  be  expunged. 
-  Thefeobfer  vat  ions  were  by  no 
means  pleafing  to  fome  of  the 
noble  lords  on  the  minifterial  ftde. 
They  were  commented  upon  by 
lords  Mansfield  and  Grenville,  the 
latter  of  whom  pleaded  that  the 
laws  now  in  being  were  not  fuffi- 
cient,  and  that  minifters  were  re- 
fponfible  for  any  abufe  of  their 
power.  But  the  principal  notice 
ot  them  was  taken  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  In  behalf  of  the 
claufe,  he  urged  the  magnitude  of 
the  crimes  which  it  was  intended 


to  reftrain,  and  the  daily  daring 
commiffion  of  them.  Did  the  bill, 
he  alked,  really  puniih  with  too 
much  feverity,  thofe  who  taught 
that  royalty  was  an  ufurpation, 
that  ariftocracy  was  a  nuifance, 
and  that  the  people  wefe  Haves, 
who  ought  to  break  their  chains  ? 
With  refpecl  to  the  claufe  which 
provided  that  no  prrfon  fhould  be 
profecuted,  except  by  order  of  the 
king  or  his  council;  he  thought  it 
fo  far  from  being  objectionable, 
that  he  admired  it,  becaufe  it  pre¬ 
vented  the  odium  from  attaching 
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upon  any  particular  individual, 
and,  by  rendering  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  the  council  refponiible 
for  the  indidlnient  of  every  perfbn, 
it  became  a  check  upon  govern¬ 
ment,  and  retarded  profecution. 
Under  filch  circumftances,  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  and  the  Council 
would,  of  courfe,  be  cautious  in 
what  manner  they  aCted.  The 
difcretionary  power,  which  was 
the  fubjeCt  of  alarm  and  complaint, 
was,  he  faid,  already.;  in  truth, 
poffeffed  by  the  government.  The 
Attorney-General  might  file  an 
information,  and  follow  it  up  by 
an  indictment,  and  then;  with  a 
writ  ©f  noli  profejui ,  all  further 
proceedings  might  be  qualhed. 
The  claufe  was,  therefore,  for  the 
reafons  before  given,  rather  bene¬ 
ficial  than  otherwife. 

Thefe  arguments,  however,  were 
not  deemed  conclufive  by  the  Earl 
of  Lauderdale,  who  contended  that 
the  reafonings  of  Lord  Thurlow 
remained  unfhaken.  The  difcre- 
tion  which  was  allowed  to  minif¬ 
ters  he  perfifted  in  treating  as 
highly  improper,  and  he  declared 
that  he  would  rather  truft  it  to  the 
Attorney-General  than  to  minif¬ 
ters  ;  the  Attorney-General  being 
l^R  2 J  a  man 
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a  man  accuftomed  to  exercife  his 
reafon,  and  examine  and  compare 
fads,  previoufly  to  drawing  his 
conclufions ;  while,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  members  of  the  Privy 
Council  were,  from  habit,  difpofed 
to  fee  things  through  a  medium. 
Alluding  to  a  cafe,  which  will  be 
noticed  in  the  next  chanter,  he 
alleged  that  it  was  eafy  to  conceive 
that  there  might  be,  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  men  who  would  punifn  with 
mercilefs  fury  the  libeller  of  one 
branch  of  the  conftitution,  while 
they  would  cherifh  and  reward  the 
libeller  of  the  other ;  men  who 
would  profcribe  and  hunt  down  the 
friends  of  thofe  principles  which 
placed  his  Majefty  on  the  throne, 
while  they  would  openly  extend 
their  patronage  to  the  flavifh  ad¬ 
vocates  of  high  prerogative  doc¬ 
trines. 

After  fome  debate,  the  amend¬ 
ment  propofed  by  the  Duke  of 
Leeds  was  negatived  ;  and,  with 
refpefl  to  the  duration  of  the  pu- 
nifhment,  an  amendment  was  adopt¬ 
ed,  leaving  it  to  the  judgment  of 
the  court,  to  tranfport  for  any  pe¬ 
riod,  not  exceeding  feven  years. 

In  the  fubfequent  converfation, 
the  bifhop  of  Rochefter  gave  great 
offence,  by  his  unguarded  and  un- 
conftitutional  language.  Common 
fpeculative  and  philofophical  dif- 
quifitions  mighr,  he  faid,  ftill  be 
written  and  publifhed  ;  though  he 
always  thought  they  did  more 
harm  than  good.  The  bill  was 
merely  directed  againft  thofe  idle 
and  feditious  meetings,  for  the 
difcuffion  of  the  laws,  where  the 
people  were  not  competent  to  de¬ 
cide  upon  them.  In  faCt,  he  did 
not  know  what  the  mafs  of  the 
people,  in  any  country,  had  to  do 
with  the  laws,  but  to  obey  them. 


This  fpeech  called  forth  a  pointed 
cenfure,  from  the  Earl  of  Lauder¬ 
dale,  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 
The  latter  attributed  it  to  the 
noble  prelate’s  fcanty  knowledge 
of  the  conflitution  of  his  country  ; 
aud  the  former  declared  that,  had 
he  heard  it  in  Turkey,  from  the 
mouth  of  a  Mufti,  he  fhould  have 
accounted  for  it  from  the  fpeaker’s 
ignorance,  his  religious  doCtrines, 
or  the  defpotic  nature  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  ;  but  to  hear  it  in  a  Bri- 
tifh  Houfe  of  Peers,  from  a  Britifh 
bifhop,  excited  his  utmofl  wonder. 

In  explanation,  the  bifhop  ftated 
that  any  body  of  individuals,  who 
felt  themfelves  oppreffed  by  any 
partial  Jaw,  had  a  right,  he  con¬ 
ceived,  to  meet  and  reprefent  their 
grievances  to  the  legiflature ;  as 
had  formerly  been  done  by  the  fnuff 
manufacturers,  and  the  Weft  India 
planters,  with  refpeCt  to  the  Have 
trade,  and  the  excife  on  fnuff. 

The  houfe  having  divided  upon 
the  claufe,  it  was  carried  by  forty- 
five  votes  againft  three  ;  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  was 
ordered  to  be  received  on  the 
morrow. 

When  the  report  was  brought 
up,  the  duke  of  Leeds  again 
propofed  his  amendment,  but  with¬ 
out  fuccefs.  The  debate  on  the  re¬ 
port  was  fhort,  and  marked  by  lef* 
afperity  than  the  preceding  debates. 
The  principal  fpeaker  was  the  duke 
of  Bedford,  who  contended  that 
the  laws,  as  they  now  flood,  were 
fufficiently  ftrong,  and  lamented 
that  we  fhould  be  extending  our 
criminal  code,  at  the  very  period 
when  all  other  civilized  countries 
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were  contracting  theirs. 

When,  however,  the  final  read* 
ing  of  the  bill  came  on,  the  noble 
lords,  who  had  been  the  chief  op¬ 
ponents 
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ponents  of  the  meafure,  renewed 
their  oppofition,  with  increafed  vi¬ 
gour.  At  the  opening  of  the  dif- 
euflion,  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale 
moved  for  a  copy  of  any  examina¬ 
tion  taken  by  the  fecretary  of  ftate, 
or  before  the  privy  council,  on  the 
fubjeCt  of  the  attack  made  on  his 
Majefty’s  perfon.  Id  is  objeCI  he 
Hated  to  be,  to  obtain  fome  evi¬ 
dence  which,  by  connecting  the 
focieties  with  the  aflailants  of  the 
fovereign,  might  juftify  the  palling 
of  the  prefen t  extraordinary  bill. 
The  motion  was  refuted  by  Lord 
Grenville,  and  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  on  the  ground  that  minif- 
ters  hoped  to  trace  the  crime  to 
its  fource,  and  that  it  would,  there¬ 
fore,  be  highly  imprudent  to  pub- 
lifn  fuch  evidence  as  might  warn 
the  culprits  of  their  danger.  It 
was,  at  length,  withdrawn  by  the 
noble  propofer ;  but  not  without 
his  having,  in  ftrong  terms,  ex- 
prelfed  a  firm  conviction  that  the 
minifters  had  no  expectation  of 
making  any  difcoveries,  and  only 
ufed  the  pretence,  for  the  purpofe 
of  deluding  the  Houfe. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Lord 
Lauderdale  moved  a  claufe,  to  ex¬ 
tend  its  operation  to  Scotland  ;  or 
rather  to  prohibit  any  profecutions 
being  inftituted  there,  otherwife 
than  under  this  aCt,  for  any  offence 
which  came  within  the  provifions 
ot  the  aCt.  This  claufe  was  in¬ 
tended  to  prevent  the  crime  of  fe- 
dition  from  being  punifhed  with, 
greater  fe verity  in  Scotland  than 
in  England  ;  there  being  a  proba¬ 
bility  that,  by  indicting  at  com¬ 
mon  law,  inftead  of  proceeding  on 
this  ftatute,  the  Scotch  tribunals 
would  be  enabled  to  infliCt  a 
double  quantum  of  punifhment. 
This  obvious  infinuation  againft 
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the  Scotch  tribunals  was  animad¬ 
verted  upon,  by  Earl  Mansfield, 
who  contended  that  the  claufe  was 
brought  forward  in  an  irregular 
manner,  and  was  wholly  unnecef- 
farye;  there  being  no  reafon  what, 
ever  to  interfere  with  the  long 
eftablilhed  Scotch  fyftem  of  crimi¬ 
nal  juftice,  under  which  the  people 
had  lived  happy  and  contented, 
and  againft  which  they  had  not 
prefented  a  fingle  petition.  The 
Earl  of  Hopetoun  was  of  a  fimilar 
opinion.  In  reply.  Lord  Lauder¬ 
dale  feverely  cenfured  the  prcfent 
Scotch  fyftem,  denied  it  to  be  the 
real  law  of  the  land,  and  charged 
the  defenders  of  the  cenfured  fyf¬ 
tem,  with  a  defign  to  introduce  it 
into  England,  at  no  diftant  period. 
The  claufe  was  then  negatived, 
without  a  divifion. 

The  houfe  having  difpofed  of 
thefe  attempts  to  modify  the  bill, 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  rofe,  and, 
at  confiderable  length,  again  ar¬ 
raigned  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
So  overwhelming,  he  declared,  was 
his  anxiety  of  mind,  and  fo  power¬ 
fully  did  his  feelings  impel  him  to 
make  another  Itruggle,  that  he 
could  not  remain  filent,  although 
he  defpaired  of  urging  much  that  was 
new  in  point  of  reafoning,  or  of 
producing  any  beneficial  effeCl. 
He,  accordingly,  once  more  went 
over  thofe  arguments  which  he  had 
formerly  urged,  and  which  he  now- 
laboured  to  place  in  as  ftriking  a 
light  as  poflible.  The  mold  con- 
fpicuous  of  thefe  arguments  were, 
the  total  want  of  evidence  to  juftify 
the  bill;  the  nullity  of  the  bill, 
as  far  as  related  to  its  avowed 
purpofe,  the  protection  of  the  King's 
perfon  ;  the  folly  of  fuppofing  that 
exceflive  feverity  was  the  belt  mode 
of  deterring  from  the  commiffion  of 
3]  offences  | 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796. 


262] 

offences  ;  the  danger  of  erftfufling 
minifies  with  fuch  extravagant 
powers  ;  and,  laftly,  the  nature  of 
the  meafure  ltfelt,  which  meafure 
was  defcrihed  to  be,  not  merely  an 
extenfion  of  the  genera]  law,  but  a 
flab  to  the  conftitution,  and  a 
daring  attempt  to  ftrike  at  the  very 
foundation  of  the  liberties  of 
Englifhmen.  Not  only  was  there, 
he  faid,  no  proof  that  the  bill  was 
requifite,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
there  were,  in  the  conduct  of 
minifters,  pofitive  circumftances, 
which  gave  room  to  fufpeft  that 
they  did  not  believe  their  own  a f- 
fertions.  Referring  to  what  had 
been  pleaded,  with  refpeft  to  the 
notoriety  of  feditious  meetings  and 
pra&ices,  he  again  argued  that  the 
known  law  of  the  land  was  fuffici- 
ent  for  the  punilhinent  cf  fuch 
practices  ;  and,  consequently,  that 
the  minifters  had  either  been  g^i- 
ty  of  a  fhameful  negleft  of  duty, 
in  not  bringing  the  feditious  to 
juftice  ;  or  that  they  pretended  a 
belief  in  the  exiftence  of  fedition, 
merely  to  have  a  pretext  for  in¬ 
troducing  a  meafure  calculated  to 
work  the  deftrudtion  of  freedom. 
Much  ft  refs  having  been  laid  on 
the  example  of  the  French  revolu- 
lution,  his  Grace  contended  that 
it  was  neither  brought  about  by 
the  harangues  of  held- preachers, 
nor  the  difeuffions  of  political 
clubs.  It  was  caufed  by  the 
profligate  manners  of  a  licentious 
court,  and  by  a  corrupt  and  un¬ 
principled  fuccefiion  of  minifters, 
who  involved  the  ftate  in  an  un- 
juft  and  unneceflary  war  ;  fquan- 
dered  the  refonrees,  and  irretriev¬ 
ably  ruined  the  finances,  of  a 
Jflouriihing  nation ;  and  ftretched 
the  Severity  of  the  Jaw  beyond 
the  fufferance  of  human  nature. 


Though,  in  this  country,  the  vir- 
tuousand  amiable  character  of  the 
fovereign  banifhed  the  licentious 
immorality  of  the  French  court, 
yet,  n  the  compofitio.n  of  the  ca¬ 
binet,  and  the  proceedings  of  cor¬ 
rupt  and  wicked  minifters,  would 
be  found  rhe  fame  revolutionary 
caufes  which  contributed  to  the 
downfal  of  the  French  monarchy. 
His  Grace  then  indulged  in  a  fe~ 
yere  attack  upon  the  penfion  grant¬ 
ed  by  his  Ma  jefty  to  Mr,  Burke  j 
whom  he  reprefented  as  havings 
by  his  writings,  contributed  in  as 
eminent  degree  to  create  and  conti¬ 
nue  the  war,  and  all  its  confequent 
enormous  expences.  Fie  clofed  hi§ 
fpeech  by  predicting  that  the  moft 
finifter  efFeCts  would  refult  from 
the  loolifh  and  dangerous  conduct, 
which  was  perfeveringly  followed 
by  his  Majefty’s  Minifters. 

In  reply,  Lord  Grenville  vin¬ 
dicated  the  bill,  on  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples  as  he  had  before  done.  He 
infifted  that  the  notoriety  of  the 
feditious  pra&ices  was  fuch,  thaf; 
there  did  not  exift  a  perfon  in 
the  metropolis  who  was  ignorant 
on  the  fubjeCl  ;  and  this  noto¬ 
riety  he  held  to  be  fufficient  evi¬ 
dence  for  the  houfe  to  proceed 
upon.  Equally  obvious  was,  in 
his  judgment,  the  connexion  be¬ 
tween  the  focieties  and  the  com¬ 
mitters  of  the  fcandalous  outrage 
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again  ft  his  Majefty.  The  danger¬ 
ous  doCtrines,  which  were  taught 
at  the  meetings  of  thofe  focieties* 
fended  to  irritate  the  minds  of  an 
ignorant  and  infatuated  multitude, 
a>nd  to  excite  in  them  an  utter  dif» 
like  of  every  form  of  government. 
That  the  law  was  already  ftrong 
enough  to  punifh  offenders,  he 
again  pofitively  denied  ;  and  ftated, 
on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  even 

ridiculoufly 
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ndiculoufly  ineffe&ive.  The  pre¬ 
fect  bill,  however,  he  would  once 
more  affert,  did  not  create  any 
new  crimes,  did  not  conftitute  any 
new  treaions ;  it  only  altered  the 
punifhment  which  was  inflicted, 
under  the  exifting  laws.  As  far 
as  refpefted  the  origin  of  the 
French  revolution,  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  in  a  great  meafure,  agreed 
with  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ;  and 
he  iikewife  unequivocally  declared, 
that  the  government  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  far  from  deprecating  that  re¬ 
volution,  had,  at  its  commence¬ 
ment,  looked  upon  it  in  a  favour¬ 
able  point  of  view,  under  a  be¬ 
lief  that  it  afforded  a  profpeCl  of 
increafing  the  felicity  of  a  great 
nation,  and  contributing  to  the 
continuance  of  the  tranquillity 
which  then  exifted  throughout 
Europe.  The  principles  promul¬ 
gated  by  the  French  clubs,  and 
other  meetings,  had,  he  faid,  per¬ 
verted  that  revolution,  and  brought 
on  all  the  robberies,  affaffinations, 
horror  and  blood,  by  which  France 
was  fubfequently  defolated  and 
difgraced.  It  was  well  known 
that,  in  England,  political  affem- 
blies  had  been  held,  which  openly 
profeffed  to  imitate  the  clubs  of 
France  ;  and  therefore,  it  was  in¬ 
cumbent  on  the  Minifters  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  clubs  of  this  country  from 
fcattering  their  -firebrands,  and 
ultimately  producing  the  fame 
dreadful  effeCt  which  a  fimilar 
mode  of  conduCt  had  produced  in 
France. 

Unconvinced  by  the  reafoning 
of  Lord  Grenville,  the  Earl  of 
Lauderdale  made  a  long  and  ve¬ 
hement  fpeech,  in  which  he  re¬ 
peated  all  that  had  been  formerly 
urged  againft  the  bill,  by  himfelf 
and  his  noble  friends.  He  like- 
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wife  took  occafion  to  pafs  a  fevere 
cenfure  on  the  lack  of  talent  which 
the  Minifters  difplayed,  in  their 
conduct  of  the  war.  Nor  did 
he  lefs  feverely  animadvert  on  their 
grofs  negleCt,  in  fuffering  the  King 
to  return  to  Buckingham  Houfe, 
without  a  sufficient  guard,  after 
they  were  apprized  of  the  flagrant 
inful ts  which  he  had  experienced, 
on  his  way  to  the  Parliament 
Houfe.  On  -this  point  he  fpoke 
with  much  feeling  and  energy  ;  de¬ 
claring  that  had  he,  on  that  day, 
had  the  honour  of  attending  his  Ma- 
jefty,  a  dagger  ftiould  have  pierced 
his  own  breaft,  before  any  ruffian 
fhould  have  reached  the  perfon  of 
his  fovereign,  Among  the  heavi- 
eft  of  the  charges  which  he  brought 
againft  the  Minifters,  was  that  of 
their  having  advifed  the  grant  ©f 
a  penfion  to  Mr.  Burke  ;  whom 
his  Lordfhip  deemed  it  decorous  to 
ftigmatize,  by  name,  which  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  had  not  done, 
as  an  apoftate,  and  a  man  who  was 
labouring  to  inculcate  do&rines 
that  tended  to  extinguifh  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  freedom.  This  attack 
ori  Mr.  Burke  was  followed  by 
an  attack  on  the  Biftiop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  in  which  the  learned  Pre¬ 
late  was  treated  with  no  fmall 
fhare  of  acrimony,  and  was  de- 
fcribed  as  a  new  convert,  willing 
to  atone  for  paft  errors,  by  prefen t 
zeal  of  an  oppofite  kind.  His 
Lordfhip  after  ted  that  the  Bilhop 
had  once  been  a  friend  to  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform,  and  had  attended  a 
meeting  held  for  the  attainment  of 
that  objeCt  ;  but  his  opinions  had 
changed  with  cireumftances,  and 
he  could  not  now  do  lefs  than 
read  his  public  recantation.  The 
noble  Earl  clofed  his  harangue  by 
a  fort  of  indirect  prediction,  that  a 
f  4.]  continuance 
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continuance  of  fuch  meafures  as 
the  Miniflers  were  at  this  moment 
purfuing  would,  at  length,  have 
the  certain  effetd  of  driving  the 
people  to  defpair,  and  to  the  con¬ 
sequent  adoption  of  rafh  and  vio¬ 
lent  means,  for  the  punilhment  of 
their  opprdfors. 

The  cenfure  which  the  two 
noble  Lords  had  thrown  on  Mr. 
Burke,  called  forth,  on  that  illuf- 
trious  chara&er,  a  warm  and  elo¬ 
quent  panegyric,  from  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  who  declared  that  he  was 
proud  to  boaft  of,  and  ready  to  be 
refponfible  for,  thefhare  which  he 
had  taken  in  recommending  the 
grant  of  apenfion,  fo  welldeferved 
by  the  moll  eminent  and  merito¬ 
rious  fervices.  The  Bilhop  of 
fiocheller  likewife  vindicated  him- 


felf,  at  confiderable  length;  and 
declared  that  he  had  no  remem¬ 
brance  of  ever  having  been  at 
fuch  a  meeting  as  the  noble  Lord 
deferibed.  With  refped:  to  the 
doftrine,  which  he  had  advanced 
on  a  preceding  night,  he  now  ex¬ 
plained  and  limited  it  in  fuch  a. 
manner  as  to  render  it  nearly,  if 
not  wholly,  unobje&ionable. 

The  queflion  was  then  put,  and 
the  bill  was  palled  by  a  large  ma¬ 
jority  ;  there  being  only  feven 
non-contents,  againft  fixty-hx  of 
oppofite  fentiments.  A  proteft, 
ftrongly  deprecating  the  bill,  as 
unneceifary  and  unconftitutional, 
was  entered  on  the  journals  by  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  Earls 
of  Derby  and  Lauderdale, 


CHAP.  XVI. 

Bubjlance  of  the  Bill  for  preventing  Seditious  Meetings  and  Affemblies.  Mr . 
Pitt  moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill.  He  is  vigoroufy  oppofed  by  Mr* 
Foxy  Mr.  Sheridan ,  and  others.  Leave  given  to  bring  in  the  hill ,  Mo¬ 
tion  agreed  to  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  Strong  oppoftion  to  the  firf  read¬ 
ing  of  the  bill.  Lord  William  Ruffe l  moves  an  adjournment.  The  ad- 
jour  urnent  is  negatived ,  and  the  bill  read  a  frji  time.  Bill  for  the  preten¬ 
tion  of  the  King’s  ptrfon  brought  doewn  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The 
frf  reading  oppofed  by  Mr.  Sheridan  y  'who  moves  for  a  Committee  to 
enquire  into  the  exifence  and  extent  of  the  danger  of  Seditious  Meetings. 
W arm  debate  on  the  occafon.  His  motion  is  negatived ,  and  the  bill  read . 
P roceedingSy  in  the  mean  timey  out  of  Parliament.  Circular  letter  and  ad- 
drefs  of  the  Correfponding  Society.  Extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Whig 
Club.  Meeting  of  the  Corref ponding  Society  •  Add  refs  to  the  Kingy  and 
petitions  to  the  tvoo  Houfes  voted  by  the  perjons  affembled.  Numerous 
meetings  and  petitions  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Petition  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  Corref  ponding  Society  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Sturt. 
Profecution  of  Mr.  Reeves,  Second  reading  of  the  Bill  to  prevent  Seditious 
Affembhes.  it  is  again  Jtrenuoufy  oppofed.  Lord  Mornington  attacks  the 
Landon  Correfponding  Society.  The jecond  reading  carried  by  a  very  large 

majority .  Bill  for  the  protection  of  his  Majefy’s  perfon  read  a  fecond 
time.  Reply  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  te  Lord  Mornington* s 

attack  s, 
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attach.  Declaration  of  their  principles.  Mr.  Fox  ?nahes  a  fruitlefs  at¬ 
tempt  to  put  off  the  further  reading  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Cur-wen >  with 
equal  ill  fuccefs,  moves  an  adjournment .  The  Houfe  refolves  itfelf  into 
a  Committee ,  on  the  Bill  for  presenting  Seditious  Meetings.  The  Houfe 
refolves  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  protesting  the  King's  perfon . 
Debate  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Seditious  Meeting  Bill.  Bill 
read  a  third  time ,  and  paffed.  Bill  for  protecting  the  King’s  perfon  read 
a  third  time ,  and  paffed.  Petitions  for  and  againft  the  two  Bills.  Meet - 
ing  of  the  London  Cor  ref  ponding  Society.  Addrefs ,  Petition ,  and  Refla¬ 
tions  ot  the  Society .  Animated  debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  bill  to 
prevent  Seditious  Meetings.  The  bill  is  paffed.  Two  Protefs  a  gain  ft  ity 
entered  on  the  journals ,  by  the  Peers  in  op p  oft  ion.  Meeting  and  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  Whig  Club. 


WHILE  the  Bill  for  the  pro- 
tedion  of  his  Majefty’s 
perfon  was  palling  through  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Bill  for  pre¬ 
venting  Seditious  Meetings  was 
brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  latter  bill  con- 
lifted  of  numerous  claufes,  the  firft 
of  which  provided  that  no  meeting, 
compofed  of  more  than  a  certain 
number  of  perfons,  Ihould  be 
holden,  to  confider  of  any  petition 
or  remonftrance  or  to  deliberate 
upon  any  grievance  in  church  or 
ftate,  without  previous  notice  by 
advertifement,  which  advertife- 
ment  Ihould  be  figned  by  individu¬ 
als  who  were  at  leaft  refident 
houfeholders.  By  the  two  fol¬ 
lowing  claufes,  all  meetings  held 
in  contravention  of  this  law  were 
declared  to  be  illegal  ;  and  all 
perfons  attending  them,  who  did 
not  difperfe  in  a  given  time,  on 
being  commanded  fo  to  do  by  the 
proper  authority,  were  to  be  fub- 
jed  to  punifhment*  The  next 
enadments  ftated  that  if,  at  any 
meeting  legally  called,  illegal 
modes  of  altering  the  prefent  laws 
were  propofed,  or  if  fuch  meeting 
in  the  judgment  of  two  or  more 
juftices  of  the  peace,  or  of  other 


fpecified  civil  authorities,  Ihould, 
by  reafon  of  any  fpecial  circum- 
ftances,  become  dangerous  to  the 
public  peace,  then  fuch  juftices, 
or  other  civil  authorities,  were 
authorized  to  declare  the  meeting 
an  unlawful  affembly,  and  to  dif- 
parfe  it  by  force,  if  neceflary  ; 
and  were  indemnified  for  the 
maiming  or  death  of  individuals 
who  endeavoured  to  refill  them. 

The  concluding  part  of  the  ad 
related  to  places  in  which  feditious 
ledures  were  delivered.  By  the 
claufes  of  this  part,  a  licence  was 
made  requifite  for  houfes,  rooms, 
or  fields,  where  money  was  taken 
for  admifiion  to  hear  difcourfes  or 
ledures;  the  licence  was  made  re¬ 
vocable  by  the  juftices  ;  unlicenfed 
houfes  and  rooms  were  fubjeded  to 
the  penalty  levied  on  diforderly 
houfes  ;  and  juftices  of  the  peace 
were  empowered  to  demand  admif- 
fion  into  any  room,  houfe,  or  field, 
in  which  they  had  reafon  to  fuf- 
ped  that  difcourfes  or  ledures 
were  delivered,  contrary  to  the 
provifions  of  the  ad. 

When  he  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  bill,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  declined  —  T 

•  ’  i  NoV. 

entering,  at  that  moment, 
on  any  extended  difcuf- 

fion 
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fion  of  the  meafure.  The  two  pro¬ 
clamations  of  his  Majefty  having 
been  previoufly  read,  he  ground¬ 
ed  his  motion  on  the  neceffi ty  of 
preventing  the  recurrence  of  fuch 
outrages  as  they  defcribed.  Thofe 
outrages  he  confidered  as  having 
undoubtedly  had  their  origin  from 
the  feditious  affemblies ;  which 
ferved  as  vehicles  to  faction  and 
difloyalty,  fanned  and  kept  alive 
the  flame  of  difaffedion,  and  filled 
the  minds  of  the  people  with  dif- 
content.  Never  were,  he  faid, 
the  Commons  of  England  more 
loudly  called  on  by  the  withes  and 
prayers  of  an  anxious  community, 
than  they  now  were  by  the  whole 
people  of  England,  to  avert  the 
ruin  with  which  the  country  was 
menaced  from  thofe  affemblies. 
With  refped  to  the  public  affem¬ 
blies,  he  confidered  them  as  a  mere 
pretext  for  their  plea  of  meeting  to 
obtain  a  parliamentary  reform ; 
and  though  he  acknowledged,  in 
the  fulled  manner,  that  no  en¬ 
croachment  ought  to  be  made  on 
the  people’s  undoubted  and  valua¬ 
ble  right  of  difcuffion  and  petition, 
he  yet  deemed  it  indifpenfably 
neceffary  to  prevent  the  exercife 
of  that  right  from  being  pervert¬ 
ed  to  the  mod  finider  purpofes. 
Great  caution,  he  owned,  would 
be  required,  in  order  to  avoid, 
on  the  one  hand,  an  infringement 
of  the  right,  and,  on  the  other, 
the  fufferance  of  fuch  an  abufe  of 
it  as  would,  in  the  end,  operate 
to  the  dedrudion  of  the  right  it- 

O 

felf.  But  though  there  was  a  cori- 
fiderable  difficulty,  there  was  not 
an  infuperable  one.  It  appeared 
to  him,  that  the  defired  end  might 
be  anfwered,  by  enabling  the  ma- 
gidrate  to  keep  a  watchful  eye 
over  public  meetings ;  and  inved. 


ing  him  with  a  power  to  difperfe 
them,  as  foon  as  they  became 
likely  to  be  productive  of  evil 
confequences.  As  to  the  more 
private  meetings,  at  which  fedi¬ 
tious  ledureswere  given,  he  pro. 
pofed  to  apply  to  them  regulations 
fimilar  to  thofe  contained  in  the 
ad  called  Mansfield’s  ad,  by  which 
houfes  where  improper  meetings 
were  held  on  Sundays  were  to  be 
treated  as  diforderly  houfes  ;  and, 
to  prevent  any  evafion,  he  thought 
the  law  fiiould'  apply  .to  every 
houfe,  wherein  any  perfons  met, 
exceeding,  by  a  number  to  be 
hereafter  fixed,  the  real  family  of 
the  houfe.  He  concluded  by 
making  the  ufual  motion,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  redridion  on  meetings  in 
private  houfes  excited  violent 
murmurs,  and  cries  of  hear  him,  on 
the  fide  of  the  oppofition.  As 
foon  as  the  fpeaker  had  read  the 
motion,  Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and  op. 
pofed  it,  with  his  wonted  warmth 
and  eloquence.  Both  the  bills  he 
confidered  as  wholly  grounded  on 
the  gratuitous  affumptions,  that 
the  focieties  were  the  promoters 
of  the  outrage  againd  his  Majedy, 
and  that  the  laws  were  infufficient 
for  the  punifhment  of  feditious  and 
treafonable  offences.  There  was 
not  the  fliadow  of  a  proof  brought 
forward,  in  fupport  of  thefe  af¬ 
fumptions.  The  plan  of  the  Mi. 
niders  infpired  him,  he  faid,  with 
horror,  and  was  of  the  mod  de- 
tedable  nature.  Its  authors  feem. 
ed  to  exped  to  bring  the  people  to 
fubmit  to  rigid  defpotifm.  The 
public  meeetings  for  the  difcuffion 
of  public  fubjeds,  to  which  this 
bill  was  defigned  to  put  an  end, 
were  not  merely  lawful ;  they  were 
agreeable  to  the  very  effence  of  the 
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Britifh  confutation ;  and  to  thofe 
meetings,  indeed,  \ye  were  indebt¬ 
ed  for  much  of  the  liberties  which 
we  enjoyed,  under  that  conftitu- 
tion.  But  they  were  not,  it  was 
faid,  to  be  prevented  ;  they  were 
only  to  be  regulated.  “  Regu¬ 
lated  exclaimed  the  honourable 
member.  “  Attend  to  the  regu¬ 
lation  !  I  thought  I  knew  the 
rights  of  men, — aye,  and  the 
rights  of  Englifhmen.”  This 
fentence  having  given  rife  to  a 
loud  cry  of  hear,  hear, — Wha t ! 5  * 
continued  he,  (C  that  is  a  flip  you 
fuppofe,  The  rights  of  man  is  a 
fentence  without  meaning.  Do 
you  fay  that  men  have  no  natural 
rights  ?  If  fo,  Englilhmen’s  rights 
can  have  no  exiftence  ;  nay,  this 
houfe  would  have  no  exiftence. 
The  rights  of  man,  I  fay,  are 
clear  ;  man  has  natural  rights, 
and  he  who  denies  it  is  ignorant  of 
the  bails  of  a  free  government  ;  he 
is  ignorant  of  the  beft  principles  of 
cur’s  ;  for  thofe  rights  are  natu¬ 
rally  conne&ed  with  the  beft  parts 
of  the  hiftory  of  our  country.” 
Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded  to  ani¬ 
madvert,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
on  the  power  of  diflfolving  public 
meetings,  with  which  the  magif- 
trate  was  to  be  in  veiled  ;  and  he 
denied  that  any  ftate  could  be 
free  in  which  fuch  a  monftrous 
power  was  fuffered  to  exift.  Was 
it  freedom,  to  he  compelled  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  a  magiftrate,  for  a  li¬ 
cence  to  meet  and  fpeak ;  or 
was  it  freedom,  to  be  prevented 
from  fpeaking  by  that  ma¬ 
giftrate,  whenever  he  thought 
proper  to  imagine  that  what  was 
fpoken  had  a  tendency  to  difturb 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
realm?  To  call  a  ftate  free, 
mnder  fucR  reftridlions,  was  a 
i mockery,  and  a  grofs  infult  on 
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the  feelings  and  underftandings  of 
mankind.  It  would  be  far  better 
to  declare  at  once  that  a  free  con- 
ftitution  was  no  longer  fui table  to 
the  circtimftances  of  England.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  people 
would  never  furrender  their  rights; 
that,  while  they  yet  were  allowed 
to  meet,  they  would  affemble  and 
exprefs  their  abhorrence  of  thefe 
bills.  Thofe  who  negledled  this 
duty  would  be  traitors  to  their 
country.  By  their  negligence  the 
peaceable  means  of  obtaining  a 
redrefs  of  grievances  would  be  for 
ever  ioft.  Suppofing,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  which,  however,  he  did  not 
believe,  that  the  minifters  had  no 
other  objetft  in  view  than  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  revolution,  he  contended 
that  the  mode  which  they  adopted 
could  only  be  prompted  by  the 
worft  and  moft  defperate  frenzy. 
What  but  madnefs  could,  in  that 
cafe,  have  urged  them  to  proceed 
on  a  plan  which  had  no  regard  for 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  no  re¬ 
regard  for  the  glorious  efforts  of 
their  anceftors,  no  regard  for  their 
maxims,  no  efteem  for  the  experience 
to  be  derived  from  a  perufal  of  our 
hiftory,  no  efteem  for  the  principles 
and  the  conduct  which  had  made  us 
what  we  were  ?  If  the  revolutions 
which  had  happened,  in  England 
and  in  France,  were  referred  to, 
it  would  be  found  that  they  had 
not  been  occafioned  by  the  ficility 
of  popular  meetings,  or  the  free¬ 
dom  of  popular  opinions.  No  ; 
they  were  occafioned  by  caufes  of 
an  oppofite  kind  ;  by  the  ftrong 
means  which  were  adopted,  to 
prevent  the  people  from  manifeft- 
in g  their  fenriments  on  ihe  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  government.  To 
avoid  fimilar  diftrefs,  we  fhould 
avoid  fimilar  meafures.  While 
Engliftimen  poffefied  a  legal  mode 
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of  making  known  their  feelings 
ana  grievances,  there  would  be 
nothing  to  fear  from  them  ;  but  if 
that  legal  mode  were  taken  away, 
they  would  be  brought  to  the  le¬ 
vel  of  thofe  who  have  no  alterna. 
tive  between  an  abjeft  fubmiffion 
to  the  mo  ft  oppreffive  tyranny,  and 
a  remedy  by  violence  and  force  of 
arms.  Either  alternative  was 
dreadful  ;  and,  therefore,  he  once 
more  exprefled  his  hope,  that  the 
people  would  affemble,  and,  by  a 
decided  rnanifeftation  of  their  ab¬ 
horrence,  put  a  flop  to  meafures 
which  would  be  deftruftive  of  their 
liberties.  For  himfelf,  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  fhould  conceive 
that  he  betrayed  the  truft  repofed 
in  him,  if  he  did  not  move  for  a 
call  of  the  houfe,  that  every  mem¬ 
ber  might  attend,  and,  by  his  vote, 
become  refponfible  to  his  country, 
for  the  part  taken  by  him,  on  this 
momentous  and  alarming  fubject. 

The  bringing  in  of  the  bill  was 
likewife  oppofed  by  Mr.  Stanley, 
Mr.  Haihed,  Mr.  Maurice  Ro- 
binfon,  and  Mr.  Cur  wen.  The 
full  of  thefe  members  fpoke  with 
much  warmth,  declaring,  that  if 
the  bill  paffed  into  a  law,  England 
was  on  the  eve  of  a  revolution. 
He  reminded  the  Minifters  that 
Montefquieu  had  conftdered  an 
enormous  increafe  of  penal  laws  to 
be  one  of  the  fu reft  proofs  that  a 
country  was  verging  on  ruin.  That 
opinion  he  alfo  held,  and  for  that 
alone,  even  were  there  not  nu¬ 
merous  other  and  more  powerful 
reafons,  he  would  oppofe  the  mea- 
fure.  The  principal  arguments  ad¬ 
vanced  by  Mr.  Haihed  were,  that 
there  was  no  evidence  whatever  of 
the  guilt  of  the  focieties  ;  that  the 
laws  in  being  were  competent  to 
deleft  and  punifh  crimes  j  and  that 


the  minifters  were  induced  to  take 
thefe  fteps  folely  for  the  twopurpofes 
of  cruftiing  all  attempts  to  bring 
about  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  of 
making  themfelves  mailers  of  all 
the  eleftors  of  Great  Britain,  and 
confequently  of  the  new  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  was  expesfted  to  be 
called  at  an  early  period.  By  Mr. 
Robinfon  and  Mr.  Curwen  it  wai 
argued  that  the  bill  would  alien, 
ate  the  people  from  the  monarch, 
and  that  the  neceftily  of  it  was 
contradided  by  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  which  had  borne  tefti. 
mony  to  the  general  moderation 
and  loyal  behaviour  of  the  people. 
It  was,  on  the  other  fide,  ad. 
mitted,  by  Sir  William  Pulteney, 
that  any  femblance  of  an  infringe, 
ment  of  the  privileges  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  ought  to  be  regarded  by  them 
with  the  deepeft  jealoufy  ;  but  it 
did  not  appear  to  him  at  prefent 
that  the  meafure  before  the  houfe 
was  deferving  of  cenfure.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  in  its  future  ftages,  it  were 
proved  to  be  hoftile  to  freedom,  it 
might  be  hindered  from  palling 
into  a  law.  He  thought  that, 
even  if  fuch  aflemblies  as  the  bill 
was  direfted  againft,  were  entirely 
fupprefled,  the  liberty  of  the  prefe 
would  be  lully  adequate  to  prevent 
the  conftitution  horn  being  vio¬ 
lated.  That  liberty  could  neither 
exift  in  a  republic,  nor  under  a 
defpotifm;  it  could  exift  only  un¬ 
der  a  limited  monarchy,  like  our 
own  ;  and  it  ought  to  be  carefully 
preferved.  The  danger  of  in¬ 
flammatory  meetings  was,  that  the 
audience  heard  but  one  fide  of  the 
queltion,  and  their  paftions  and  their 
ignorance  ftimulated  them  into  ac¬ 
tion,  without  their  having  confider- 
ed  what  might  be  faid,  in  confuta¬ 
tion  of  the  doftrines  which  had 
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inflamed  them.  It  was  erroneous 
to  look  on  it  as  a  hardftiip  to  have 
the  magiftrate  prefent  at  public 
affemblies.  In  America,  the  free 
Hate  ol  which  had  been  fo  much 
vaunted  and  praifed,  no  affembty 
could  beheld,  without  the  prefence 
of  the  magiftrate.  The  propriety 
of  this  was  obvious.  It  enfured 
a  fair  hearing  to  thofe  who  were 
»ot  of  the  fame  fentiments  as  the 
majority,  and  who,  otherwife, 
would  be  in  danger  of  being  torn 
to  pieces,  if  they  ventured  to  de¬ 
liver  their  opinions.  But  it 
might  he  objected  that  the  magif¬ 
trate  would,  perhaps,  exceed  his 
powers.  To  this  he  deemed  it  a 
Sufficient  reply  that,  in  that  cafe, 
the  party  aggrieved  might  apply 
to  the  court  of  King’s  Bench, 
where  he  would,  doubtlefs  find 
able  and  willing  advocates,  and 
ample  red  refs. 

A  more  elaborate  vindication 
was  entered  into  by  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  ;  who,  however,  de¬ 
claimed  the  idea  of  pledging  him- 
felf  to  the  fupport  of  every  parti¬ 
cular  provifion  of  the  bill.  Call¬ 
ing  on  the  houfe  to  take  a  review 
of  all  that,  within  the  laft  three 
years,  had  occurred  on  this  fub- 
jedl,  he  reminded  his  hearers  that 
the  perfons,  againft  whofe  linifter 
exertions  the  meafure  was  defigned 
to  gviard,  had,  during  all  that 
time,  been  feduloufly  employed  in 
poifoning  the  minds  of  the  people, 
inftilling  into  them  falfe  jealoufies 
and  fufpicions,  and  exciting  a  con¬ 
tempt  for  the  Britifh  Conftitution, 
and  an  attachment  to  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  of  fpurious  liberty,  which 
had  produced  fuch  extenfive  and 
horrible  calamities  in  France, 
JNor  had  they  imported  French 
politics  alone  ;  they  had  imported 


269] 

French  philofophy  alfo.  Their 
numerous  publications  avowed  as 
much  hoftility  to  the  religion 
as  to  the  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain  ;  they  displayed  a  marked 
hoftility  to  eveiy  thing  which  was 
facred.  Various  means  had  been 
vainly  tried,  to  put  a  ftop  to  their 
proceedings.  They  redoubled  their 
efforts,  and  preffed  onward,  with  in- 
creafed  audacity.  Seditious  and  in¬ 
flammatory  le&ures  and  harangues 
were  delivered,  and  the  mod  atro¬ 
cious  hand-bills  and  prints  were 
circulated.  The  daring  and  brutal 
attack  on  his  Majefty  rendered  it 
too  certain  that  thefe  multiplied 
efforts  had  not  been  without  their 
natural  efFeft.  Was  it  prudent, 
then,  to  fuffer  thefe  men  to  pur- 
fue  their  plans  ;  plans  evidently 
digefted  with  care,  and  carried  into 
execution  with  undeviating  and 
unremitting  confiftency  and  regu¬ 
larity  ?  Ought  they  to  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  follow  up,  in  all  the  great 
manufa&uring  towns,  the  fyftem, 
which  they  had  already  begun  in 
fome  of  them,  the  fyftem  of  popu¬ 
lar  affemblies,  debating-clubs,  and 
feditious  harangues,  fuch  as  it  was 
organized  in  the  metropolis  ? 
Certainly  not;  and,  therefore,  he 
thought  the  government  deferved 
thanks,  for  endeavouring  to  arreft 
the  progrefs  of  the  growing  mif- 
chief.  Yet,  he  owned  that,  it 
was  not  willingly  that  he  reforted 
to  this  bill.  All,  however,  that 
was  left  him  was  a  choice  of  dif¬ 
ficulties  ;  and,  in  weighing  the 
difadvantages  and  advantages  of 
the  plan,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  latter  were  preponderant. 

He  then  proceeded  to  conlider 
the  bill  as  it  related,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  the  great  popular  meet¬ 
ings  ;  and,  i»  the  fecond,  to  the 
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fmaller  meetings  and  focieties. 
With  refpeft  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
divifions,  he  thought  that  the 
plan  laid  no  reftraint  on  the  con- 
ftitutional  modes  of  di feuding  pub¬ 
lic  queftions,  and  flaring,  and  ob¬ 
taining  redrefs  for,  national  griev¬ 
ances.  It  left  untouched  the 
grand  conlli national  organs  which 
the  wifdom  of  our  forefathers  had 
provided  for  the  difeuffion  of  po¬ 
litical  matters,  and  the  making 
known  to  parliament  the  national 
will.  Nap,  he  was  convinced 
that  it  would  give  them  new  life 
and  vigour,  bp  regulating  thofe 
affemblies  which  had  encroached 
on  their  province,  and  ufurped 
their  powers.  It  folelp  a&ed  to 
avert  thofe  evils  which  were  like- 
Ip  to  refult  from  tumultuous  affem- 
blies  ;  and  it  did  this  in  the  moll 
unexceptionable  vap,  bp  bring¬ 
ing:  alfemblies  under  the  cogni- 
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zance  of  the  law,  and  enabling  the 
magifti'ites  to  perform  their  dutp. 
As  to  the  focieties  and  minor 
meetings,  the  cafe  appeared  to  him 
to  be  of  a  flill  clearer  kind.  There 
could  not,  he  imagined,  be  two 
opinions  on  the  fubjeft.  Thep 
might  do  much  harm  ;  thep  could 
do  no  good.  Inltead  of  promot¬ 
ing  the  caufe  of  truth  and  fair  in- 
veftigation,  thep  were  the  fure 
parents  offalfehood,  prejudice,  and 
paffion.  While  reafoning  on  this 
head,  he  took  occafion  to  contro¬ 
vert  the  pofition  advanced  bp  Mr. 
Fox.  that  thep  ought  to  be  fuf- 
fered,  as  vents  for  the  humours  of 
the  bodp  politic,  and  that  the  re¬ 
volutions  of  England  and  France 
were  occafioned  bp  the  want  or 
the  restraining  of  fuch  kinds  of 
aifemblie''.  The  Houfe  ol  Com¬ 
mons,  Mr.  Wilbtrforce,  on  the 
oontrarp,  held  to  be  that  popular 


alfemblp  where  all  popular  griev¬ 
ances  might  be  fafelp  and  freelp 
difeutfed,  to  which  the  people 
fhould  be  encouraged  to  bring, 
without  fear,  their  complaints, 
and  where  thep  might  alwaps  ex¬ 
pert  to  find  thofe  who  would 
Hand  forth,  to  plead  the  caufe  of 
the  injured  or  opprefifed.  This 
was  the  grand  prefervative  of  the 
Bririfh  Constitution ;  and  here 
all  the  national  humour  might 
without  danger,  be  fuffered  to  fer¬ 
ment.  France  poffeSfed  no  fuch 
bodp  ;  and,  in  confequence,  all 
the  national  difeontent,  which  had 
long  been  working  fecretlp,  burft 
forth  at  length  like  a  torrent,  and 
with  the  greater  violence  from 
its  having  been  fo  long  reprefled.  ' 
In  like  manner,  all  the  misfortunes 
of  our  firft  Charles  might  be  traced 
to  his  difcontinuance  of  parlia¬ 
ments,  for  a  period  of  eleven  pears. 
Here  were  the  caufes  of  the  two 
revolutions,  and  not  in  the  fcarcitp, 
difeouragement,  or  fuppreflion  of 
meetings  and  focieties.  In  reply  i 
to  an  argument,  which  had  been 
ufed  bp  two  of  the  fpeakers  in  op- 
pofition,  namely,  that  this  bill,  in  t 
truth,  accufed  all  the  Britifh  peo¬ 
ple  of  difaffe&ion,  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne  had  borne  teftimonp  to 
their  loyalty,  Mr.  Wilberforce 


contended  that  nothing  could  be 


more  groundlefs  than  this  argu¬ 
ment  ;  for,  if  the  difaffe&ion  were 
general,  the  preventive  remedy 
mult  be  too  late.  But,  in  truth, 
this  was  precifelp  the  time  to  in¬ 
terfere,  before  the  poifon  had  ge¬ 
nerally  diffufed  itfelf,  and  while 
the  public  mind  was  in  a  favour¬ 
able  and  healthy  Hate.  On  the 
whole,  he  folernnlp  declared  it  to 
be  his  confcientious  opinion,  that, 
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in  voting  for  the  meafure,  Tub j eft 
to  fuch  improvements  as  it  might 
receive  in  the  committee,  he  fliould 
be  lending  his  aid  to  invigorate 
the  ftamina  of  the  Britifh  C  on  ft  i  tui¬ 
tion. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Wilberforce  had 
concluded,  Mr.  Sheridan  rofe,  but 
for  a  far  different  purpofe  than  to 
declare  himfelf  convinced  by  the 
reafoning  which  he  had  heard. 
His  fpecch  was,  on  the  contrary, 
even  of  a  more  caufticand  farcaftic 
tone  than.ufual.  Mr.  Wilber¬ 
force  was  treated  in  it  with  little 
forbearance,  and  rhe  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  with  none  at  all. 
The  latter,  becaufe  the  fpeech  of 
Mr.  Fox  had  not  induced  him  to 
abandon  his  projeft  entirely,  or  at 
leaf!  tofubftitute  one  of  a  lefs  ob¬ 
noxious  nature,  was  treated  as  in¬ 
capable  of  contrition  and  fhame. 
The  propofed  bill  was  affirmed  to 
fee  a  direft  attack  on  the  fifth  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  Bill  of  rights,  which 
confirmed  the  right  of  petitioning. 
The  power  which  was  to  be  con¬ 
fided  to  the  mag  ift  rates,  Mr. 
Sheridan  deemed  enormous,  uncon- 
ftitutional,  and  liable  to  be  abufed, 
in  the  groffeft  manner,  by  magis¬ 
trates  who  were  dependent  on  the 
miniftry,  like  thofe  of  Weftmin- 
fter,  whom  he  defcribed  in  the 
moll  opprobrious  terms.  In  fsft, 
the  law  would,  he  thought,  have 
the  certain  and  fatal  effect  of  mak¬ 
ing  refpeftable  and  independent 
men  alhamed  of  belonging  to 
the  magifli'acy,  and  would  in¬ 
duce  them  to  refign  their  feats  ; 
by  which  means  the  njagiftracy 
would  ultimately  be  compofed 
of  only  hired  and  venal  crea¬ 
tes.  As  to  the  remedy  which, 
m  cafe  a  ma'giitrate  exceed¬ 
ed  his  authority.  Sir  William 
Fnlteney  had  pointed  out,  Mr, 
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Sheridan  maintained  that  the 
trouble  and  expence  of  feeking  it 
would  render  it  unattainable.  Jr>. 
common  with  all  the  members  of 
his  party,  he  denied  that  there  was 
any  conneftion  between  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  focieties,  and  the  tu¬ 
multuary  proceedings  which  occur- 
ed,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  Seffion. 
Thofe  tumults  he  firmly  believed  to 
have  been  railed  by  the  vafl  army  of 
fpies  which  had  been  diffianded.  It 
was,  he  laid,  but  natural  tofuppofe 
that,  finding  the  community  peace¬ 
able  and  loyal,  and  knowing  that  the 
minifters  would  be  glad  of  an j 
handle  to  lop  away  the  liberties  of 
the  country,  the  fpies  themfelves 
committed  the  violent  outrages, 
which  they  had  induflrioufly  and 
bafely  attributed  to  others.  Such 
a  libel  as  this  bill,  would  not,  he 
hoped,  be  fuffered  to  pafs.  If, 
however,  it  did  pafs,  he  fhould 
think  it  an  unworthy  aft  to  make 
ufe  of  that  exclusive  privilege 
which  members  of  parliament 
were  to  enjoy ;  the  privilege  of 
being  the  prattling  reprefentatives 
of  a  dumb  and  enllaved  people. 

Nearly  fimilar  fentiments,  and 
with[equalbitternefs,were  expreffed 
by  Mr.  Martin,  who  likewife  fe~ 
verely  cenfurcd  the  great  encreafe  of 
the  military  force,  and  of  barracks, 
within  the  kingdom.  Such  a  mi¬ 
litary  force  was,  he  faid,  eftablifh- 
ed  in  the  country,  that  he  feared 
much  blood  would  be  fhed,  before 
the  nation  could  regain  its  liber¬ 
ties,  and  defend  the  conftitution. 
Why  this  fhedding  of  blood  was 
to  take  place,  or  how  it  was  to 
tend  to  the  defence  of  the  con  flit  u. 
tion,  he  did  not  explain.  With 
refpeft  to  the  bill  brought  forward, 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  he  declared  that  he  remem¬ 
bered  the  day,  when  no  member 
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of  the  lioufc,  no  minift'er,  however 
bold  he  might  have  been,  Would 
have  dared  to  propofe  it. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  gentlemen, 
the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham,  defended  the  meafure  with  a 
warmth  fully  equal  to  the  warmth 
of  their  attack.  The  cry  which 
had  been  railed,  that  the  liberties 
of  the  country  were  gone,  and  that 
the  people  were  enflaved,  he  con- 
fidered  as  having  been  little  j ulli- 
fied  by  any  thing  like  reafoning, 
on  the  part  of  thofe  by  whom  it 
had  been  fo  loudly  clamoured.  But, 
he”  farcaftically  obferved,  that,  as 
the  feelings  of  the  honourable 
perfons  in  oppofition  had  fo  long 
been  in  unifon  with  the  feelings 
of  the  perfons  who  compofed  the 
focieties,  it  was  no  wonder  that 
thofe  gentlemen  fhould,  on  this 
ocCafion,  ufe  the  fame  language  as 
the  members  of  the  focieties.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  more  certain  than 
that  a  number  of  men  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  defign  to  fubvert 
the  Conftitu.tion  ;  and,  therefore, 
though  it  was  with  regret  that  he 
attempted  a  remedy,  if  the  laws 
actually  exi  fling  were  not  fufficicnt 
to  reach  the  hoftile  focieties,  new 
laws,  capable  of  reaching  them, 
muft  be  framed.  Whether  certain 
doctrines  had  made  a  progrefs  in 
England,  and  whether  they  were 
attended  with  danger,  or  likely  to 
be  fo,  was,  he  fa  id,  the  point  at 
iflue,  and  on  which  he  called  for 
judgment.  He  would  maintain 
the  affirmative.  The  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe 
feemed  to  have  forgotten  the  ex- 
i lienee  of  fuch  a  thing  as  the 
French  revolution,  which  had  been 
triumphantly  reprefented  as  the 
greateft  fabric  ever  founded  on 
human  virtue  by  human  wifdom. 


Was  it  not  manifeft  that  the  au* 
thors  and  followers  of  the  Gallic 
fyllem  were  ambitious  to  produce  a 
greater  change  in  the  world  than 
was  produced  by  its  converfion 
from  paganifm  to  chriftianity,  or 
by  the  Saracens  under  the  ftimu- 
lating  influence  of  the  tenets  of 
Mahomet  ?  Had  they  not  tram¬ 
pled  under  foot  the  fettled  law  of 
nations,  laughed  at  all  the  bonds 
of  treaties, '  endeavoured  to  exter¬ 
minate  all  traces  of  ancient  inlti- 
tutions,  and  to  compel  the  civi¬ 
lized  world  to  adopt  new  maxims 
and  new  principles  ?  Was  there  a 
country  in  Europe  which  was  fate 
from  the  poifon  of  thofe  principles, 
and  which  had  not  felt  the  direful 
effects  of  the  great  democracy  ? 
In  particular,  was  it  not  notorious, 
that,  in  this  country,  there  was  a 
fet  of  men,  who  openly  profefled 
attachment  to  the  French  republi¬ 
cans,  invariably  advocated  their 
caufe,  prayed  for  their  fucccfs,  and 
only  waited  for  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  to  co-operate  with  and 
to  join  them  ?  Such  being  clearly 
the  cafe,  it  was  evidently  necef- 
fary,  as  he  had  before  > urged,  that 
the  progrefs  of  laws  and  of  crimes 
fhould  go  hand  in  hand.  I  he 
foie  queftion  was,  whether  the  fo 
cietics  were  to  be  fuffered  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  as  far  as  they  pleafed,  in 
preaching  fedition  and  -treafon. 
There  never  yet  was  a  ftate  which 
permitted  fuch  meetings.  Nay, 
the  glorious  fyflem  of  French  liber¬ 
ty  did  not  permit  them,  but  re- 
preffed,  and  with  an  extreme  fe- 
verity,  all  proceedings  which  were 
hoftile  to  the  falety  of  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Windham  was  anfwered  by 
Mr.  Grey,  in  a  fpeech,  which, 
thoudl  ingenious  and  replete  with 

afperity. 
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afperity,  added  nothing  to  the 
flock  of  argument'  which  had  al¬ 
ready  been  brought  forward.  Tt 
confided,  indeed,  chiefly  of  cenfure 
on  Mr.  Windham,  for  his  change 
of  party,  and  of  infin'uations  and 
invc&ives  againft  his  colleagues 
in  adminiftration,  who  were  de¬ 
ferred  or  alluded  to  in  the  dark- 
elt  colours.  After  a  few  brief 
remarks  from  Mr.  Montague,  Mr, 
Buxton,  and  Mr,  Bouverie,  the 
debate  was  clofed,  and,  the  queffi 
tion  being  put,  for  bringing  in  the- 
bill,  it  was  carried  by  a  large 
majority  ;  there  appearing  only 
forty-two  diflentient  agaihft  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  approving 
voices. 

Mr.  Fox  now,  of  courfe,  made 
the  motion,  which  he  had  announc¬ 
ed,  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  The 
language  which  the  Minifters  held, 
on  this  fubjedl,  gave  rife  to  a  de- 
fultory  converfa tion,  which  was 
carried  on  with  much  fpirit.  Mr. 
Dnndas  declared,  that,  although  he 
conceived  a  call  to  be,  in  general, 
either  h, trading  or  nugatory,  he 
would  not  only  not  oppofe  it,  at 
this  lime,  but  even  thought  it 
proper  ;  as  he  was  willing  to 
own  that,  unlefs  the  majority  of 
the  people  concurred  in  the  bill, 
it  ought  not  to  receive  the  func¬ 
tion  of  parliament.  Such  concur¬ 
rence  he  doubted  not  that  it  would 
teceive  ;  he  having,  for  fcveral 
months  pad,  been  actually  befieged 
in  his  office,  by  felicitations  for 
fuch  a  meafure,  and  it  having,  at 
length,  been  brought  forward  in 
confequence  of  advice  from  a  num¬ 
ber  of  gentlemen, 

I  his  fpeech  immediately  called 
^p  Mr,  Sheridan,  and  furnifhed 
him  with  an  opportunity  to  urge 
againft  the  minifters  a  charge  of 
Vot.  XXXVIII, 
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inconfiftency  and  falfehood.  It 
was,  he  faid,  now  clear  that  the 
late  outrage  on  his  Majefty  was, 
as  the  members  in  oppofition  had 
affirmed  it  to  be,  a  mere  pretext; 
one  of  the  Minifters  having  can¬ 
didly  confefted,  that  the  plan  was 
in  contemplation,  before  that  out¬ 
rage  took  plage.  He  likewifc 
animadverted  on  the  manner  in 
which  the  planners  and  promoters 
of  the  meafure  were  kept  concealed 
from  the  public  view  ;  and  he  ex- 
preffed  a  fanguine  hope,  that  the! 
voice  of  the  people  would  be  loudly 
and  pointedly  raifed,  againft  a  bill 
which  ft  ruck  a  deadly  blow  at  the 
root  and  foundation  of  their  acknow¬ 
ledged  and  invaluable  liberties. 

In  anfvver  to  the  charge  of  in¬ 
confiftency,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  replied,  that  by  the  re- 
cent  atrocious  attack  the  produce 
tion  of  the  bill  had  been  expedited, 
and  the  fentiment  of  its  immedi¬ 
ate  neceffity  rendered  more  gene¬ 
ral  ;  but  that,  as  previous  ,to 
that  event,  many  gentlemen  of 
high  authority  had  deemed  it  ex¬ 
pedient  and  politic,  it  might,  pro* 
bably,  have  been  introduced,  even 
had  fuch  an  attack  never  occurred. 
The  call  he  would  not  oppofe, 
though  he  held  it  to  be  unneceiTa- 
ry;  but  he  certainly  would  not  allow* 
of  any  delay  in  the  ftages  of  the 
bill.  It  was  his  intention  that 
the  bill  fhould  be  twice  read,  and 
proceed  through  the  committee, 
prcvioufly  to  the  call,  of  the  houfe. 

After  feveral  amipadverfions, 
from  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey,  and 
Mr.  Sheridan,  on  this  improper 
haftc,  as  it  was  conftdered,  the  call 
was  agreed  to,  and  was  fixed  fof 
that  day  fortnight. 

On  the  night  appointed  for  the 
firft  reading  of  the  bill,  the  Chan- 
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cellor  of  the  Exchequer  not  being 
prefent  when  bufinefs  commenced, 
Lord  William  Ruffel  made  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  adjournment.  This  occa- 
fioned  a  converfation,  in  which 
feveral  members  took  a  part,  and 
in  thecourfeof  which  the  gentle¬ 
men  hoftile  to  the  minillry  vehe¬ 
mently  cenfured  the  proposed 
meafure,  and  complained  of  the  ra¬ 
pidity  with  which  it  was  intended 
to  be  carried  through  the  houfe. 
The  queftion  of  adjournment  was, 
however,  negatived. 

The  queftion  being  put,  that  the 
bill  be  read  a  firft  time,  a  warm, 
though  rather  defultory  debate  en- 
fued.  The  firft  readirg  was  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Lambton,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  Mr.Duncombe,  Mr. Cur- 
wen,  Mr.  Grey,  Generals  Tarle- 
ton  and  Smith,  Mr.  Stanley,  Mr. 
M.  Robinfon,  Sir  William  Mil¬ 
ner,  and  Lord  William  Rufifel.  In 
argument  they  chiefly  relied  on 
the  total  want  of  proof  that  the 
bill  was  necelfary,  or  that  the  fo- 
cieties  had  any  (hare  in  the  recent 
outrage  ;  and  they  again  enlarged 
on  the  ruin  which  mull  inevitably 
fall  on  the  conftitution,  if  a  law  fo 
hoftile  to  liberty  were  to  receive 
the  fanCtion  of  parliament.  Mr. 
Curwen,  neverthelefs,  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  mode  of  conduct  pur¬ 
ified  by  the  focieties,  whofe  impru¬ 
dence,  he  thought,  afforded  a  co¬ 
lour  to  the  Premier,  for  producing 
a  plan  which  (truck  at  the  root  of 
freedom. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  neceflity 
and  conftitutional  nature  of  the 
bill  were  aflertedby  Mr.  Canning, 
Mr.  Alderman  Lufhington,  and 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  on  the  fame 
ground  as  had  been  taken,  by  va¬ 
rious  fpeakers,  in  the  preceding 
debate,  Mr,  Lufhington,  how¬ 


ever,  did  not  wifh  that  the  meafure 
fhould  be  made  a  permanent  law, 
but  only  an  annual  regulation. 

Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon  having- 
told  the  Houfe  a  vague  ftory, 
which  he  had  heard  on  his  way  to 
town,  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
having  promifed  an  individual  of 
the  Correfponding  Society  the 
loan  of  his  phaeton,  to  harangue 
the  populace  from  ;  Lord  William 
Ruffel  feized  this  opportunity  to 
move  an  adjournment,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  giving  time  to  enquire  into 
the  faCt.  This  motion  was  fup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Lambton, 
and  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  former  of 
whom  pleaded  that  an  enquiry 
would  be  proper,  as  the  honour¬ 
able  member  had  feemed  to  be¬ 
lieve  the  ftory,  and  as  the  con¬ 
nection  of  perfons  of  rank  with  fe- 
ditious  affemblies  had,  befides,  been 
affigned,  in  other  quarters,  as  a 
ftrong  reafon  for  affenting  to  the 
bill.  The  adjournment  was,  not- 
with  (landing,  negatived,  by  a 
large  majority  ;  and  the  bill  was 
then  read  for  the  firft  time.  The 
fecond  reading  was  alfo  carried  by 
a  hundred  and  twenty- nine  ayes, 
again!!  twenty- three  noes.  The 
claufe  relating  to  private  families, 
which,  when  the  meafure  was  firft 
propofed,  gave,  and  not  unnatu¬ 
rally,  fo  much  offence,  was  ex¬ 
punged  by  the  framers  of  the  bill, 
previoufly  to  the  firft  reading. 

When  the  bill  for  the  protection 
of  the  King’s  perfon  was  brought 
into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it 
was  refilled,  with  even  more  vi¬ 
gour  and  acrimony  than  it  had 
been  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Mr. 
Sheridan  oppofed  the  firft  ^QV 
reading,  which  was,  how-  ^  ^  * 
ever,  carried,  by  a  great 
majority.  On  the  queftion  of  the 
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fecond  reading,  he  again  divided 
the  houfe,  and  was  again  unfuc- 
cefsful.  Foiled  in  thefe  two  at¬ 
tempts,  he,  nevertheless,  made 
a  third.  He  moved  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  be  appointed,  to  enquire 
into  the  exigence  and  extent  of  the 
danger  of  the  feditious  meetings, 
as  referred  to  in  his  Majefty’s 
proclamation,  laid  before  the  houfe, 
by  his  Majefty’s  miniftcr,  on  the 
fourth  of  November. 

A  long  and  animated  debate  was 
produced  by  this  motion.  The 
necelfity  of  appointing  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  ftrongly  infilled  on  by 
the  mover  himfelf,  and  alfo  by 
Mr.  Jekyl,  Mr.  Curwen,  and 
Mr.  Fox.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
was  as  ftrongly  contended  to  be 
wholly  unneceftary,  by  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  At¬ 
torney  General,  the  Secretary  of 
war,  Mr.  Powys,  Mr.  Hawkins 
Browne,  and  Sir  Francis  Ballet, 

The  mover  urged,  as  had  fo 
often  been  urged  before,  that  no 
proof  had  been  brought  forward, 
yet  that  proof  was  indifpenfable,  to 
juftify  parliament  in  palling  two 
fuch  rigorous  bills.  He  did  not, 
however,  believe  that  any  evidence 
could  be  produced  in  their  behalf. 
On  the  contrary,  he  unequivocally 
charged  the  Minifterswith  making 
affertions  which  they  knew  to  be 
falfe,  relative  to  the  feditious  na¬ 
ture  of  the  meetings,  and  thus 
creating  an  alarm,  for  the  foie  pur- 
pofe  of  libelling  the  country,  and 
depriving  it  of  its  liberties.  He 
once  more  adduced,  in  fupport 
of  this  opinion,  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  which  had  teftified  to 
the  good  conduCl  of  the  people. 
H,  as  fome  affirmed,  the  doftrine  of 
King  killing  was  preached,  at  Co¬ 
penhagen  Houfe,  why,  he  alked, 
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did  not  the  government  do  their 
duty,  and  profecute  the  offenders  ? 
But  the  faeft  was,  that,  far  from 
diffeminating  pernicious  dotirines, 
the  Correfponding  Society,  though 
hoftile  to  the  Minifters,  and  friend¬ 
ly  to  reform,  profeffed  to  be 
animated  by  a  fpirit  of  loyalty  to 
his  Majefty.  With  refpeft  to 
the  hand-bills  and  inflammatory 
papers,  which  were  declared  to 
have  been  circulated,  there  was, 
he  faid,  no  evidence  that  they  were 
circulated,  or  approved  of,  by  the 
focieties.  It  rather  appeared  to 
him  that  they  were  the  work  of 
the  minifterial  agents,  the  fpies 
and  informers  ;  men  who  had  a 
palpable  intereft  in  forging  fuch 
productions,  and  attributing  them 
to  the  perfons  vvhofe  ruin  they 
were  contriving.  On  this  head 
he  fpoke  at  conftderable  length, 
and  with  much  acrimony  ;  main¬ 
taining  that  all  the  plots  which 
had  been  talked  of,  and  profecuted, 
fince  the  original  plot  in  1792, 
were  mere  inventions  of  the  hired 
hoft  of  informers  and  fpies,  or  of 
their  employers,  the  Minifters; 
againft  the  latter  of  whom,  he  did 
not  hefitate  to  infinuate  an  accufation 
of  their  having  forged  one  of  the 
plots,  for  the  purpofe  of  influencing 
the  minds  of  juries,  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  individuals,  who  were  then 
about  to  be  brought  to  trial,  on 
a  charge  of  treafon. 

A  fimilar  line  of  argument  was 
adopted  by  the  reft  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  who  called  for  the  nomination 
of  a  committee.  Mr.  Jekyl, 
however,  more  perfonaliy  attack¬ 
ed  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  ;  and,  with  even  more  plain- 
nefs  than  Mr.  Sheridan,  laid  at  the 
door  of  the  Minifters,  the  feditious 
papers  which  had  been  publifhed. 
[Sz]  The 
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The  cafe  of  Titus  Oates,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  he 
cited  as  a  cafe  in  point.  In  that, 
as  in  this,  plots  had  been  encourag¬ 
ed  or  originated  by  Miniilers,  for 
finilter  ends.  The  fupinenefs  of  the 
Attorney  General  likewife  feemed 
to  him  to  ftrcngthen  the  idea  that 
the  libels  complained  of  proceeded 
from  the  complainants  themfelves. 
Sentiments  of  the  fame  tenor  were 
avowed  by  Mr. Cur  wen,  who,  never- 
thelefs,  again  expreffed  hisdiflikeof 
fome  of  the  proceedings  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  focieties. 
The  fpeech  of  Mr.  Fox  was  long, 
eloquent,  and  animated,  feldom  de¬ 
viating  into  any  over  warmth  of 
language  ;  but  it  was  not  marked 
by  any  peculiar  novelty  of  reafon- 
ing  or  illuflration.  Britifh  free¬ 
dom  he  conceived  to  have  been 
greatly  abridged,  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  reign  ; 
and  he  thought  that  it  would  even 
have  ceafed  to  exift ,had  not  the  enor¬ 
mous  influence  of  the  crown  been 
cduntera&ed,  by  the  liberty  of 
fpeech,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs.  l'nftead  of  reftribtive  laws, 
and  feverity,  he  recommended 
treating  the  people  with  refpeft 
and  gentlencfs  ;  and  he  reminded 
the  miniilers  that  terror  could  al¬ 
ways  be  applied  to,  but  never 
without  danger,  fince,  when  it 
once  failed,  it  ever  after  infpired  no 
other  feeling  than  that  of  contempt. 

It  was,  on  the  other  fide,  argu¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Powys,  that  the  no¬ 
toriety  of  the  fedicious  meetings 
was  fufficient  to  juftify  the  legis¬ 
lature  in  refer  ting  to  ftrong  re¬ 
gulations,  to  avert  the  peril  which 
menaced  the  Hate.  rI'he  riot-aft 
was,  he  alleged,  unanimouf- 
!y  pa  flea,  on  the  foie  evidence 
of  public  notoriety.  The  libel 


which  had  been  handed  about  at 
Copenhagen  Houfc,  and-  which  had 
been  fathered  on  the  Miniilers,  he 
Hated  to  have  iffued  from  the  prefs 
of  a  man  who  was  ufually  employ¬ 
ed  by  the  Correfponding  Society  ; 
and  he,  therefore,  called  on  the 
vindicators  of  the  fociety  to  prove 
that  it  had  not  authorized  the 
printer  to  publifh  the  libel  in  quef- 
tion.  But  the  documents  and  au¬ 
thorities  of  the  focieties  themfelves 
furnifhed  evidence,  that  the  perfons 
compofing  thofe  focieties  did  not 
wifh  merely  for  a  parliamentary 
reform,  but  that  they  defired  to 
overturn  the  government,  and  ef- 
tablilh  another,  modelled  on  the 
fyftem  of  the  republic  in  France. 
The  laws  in  being  were  not  ade¬ 
quate  to  reach  the  crimes  of  thefe 
perfons,  and,  confequently,  new 
laws  ought  $)  be  enatfbd,  before 
the  plans  of  the  feditious  were  con- 
fummated,  by  the  ruin  of  the 
country.1 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  and  Sif 
Francis  Ballet,  agreed  with  Mr, 
Powys,  that  general  notoriety  was 
a  fufficient  juflification  -of  the  bill 
under  debate  ;  and  the  former 
thought  that  no  petfon,  who  read 
th^  reports  of  the  Parliament  and 
the  proceedings  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
could  doubt  that,  though  acquitted 
of  high  treafon,  the  individuals 
tried  in  1794.,  had  been  guilty  of 
great  mifdemeapours,  V  ranee,  he 
maintained,  had  been  reduced  to  a 
calamitous  fituation  by  clubs  and 
focieties,  and  it  behoved  this  court, 
try  to  guard  againft  limilar  ltd  ft 
chief  being  produced,  by  flmilar 
caufes. 

The  fame  opinions,  delivered 
wbh  his  wonted  eloquence,  were 
held  by  the  Chancellor  01  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  who  likewife  animad¬ 
verted 
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V'erted  feverely  on  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Fox,  controverted  his  aflfer- 
tion  that  freedom  had  been  di¬ 
minished  during  the  prefent  reign, 
•and  warned  him  that  the  focieties 
aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than  to  de¬ 
ft  roy  the  conftitution,  and  that, 
if  he  perfifted  in  being  their 
champion,  he  would,  without  his 
confent,  be  tifed  as  a  powerful  in- 
ftrument  for  attaining  their  de¬ 
structive  ends. 

Called  up  by  the  cenfures  which, 
in  feme  of  the  preceding  fpeeches, 
had  at  leaft  been  implied  againlf 
him,  the  Attorney  General  enter¬ 
ed  into  a  vindication  of  himfelf, 
and  of  the  meafure  which  was  now 
before  the  houfe.  He  fhowed 
clearly  that,  with  refpeCt  to  the  ftate 
trials  in  1794,  he  had  ft  rid  ly  per¬ 
formed  his  duty,  without  falling 
fhort  of  or  going  beyond  it.  I11  an- 
fwer  to  the  reproach  of  difplaying 
fupinenefs  at  the  prefent  moment, 
he  replied  that  he  had  neitlwr  had 
time  to  profecute  the  numerous 
libels  which  were  publifhed,  nor 
power  to  profecute  them  in  the 
manner  moil  advantageous  to  the 
country.  Thofe  libels  were  mul¬ 
tiplied  to  infinity,  and  diffemi- 
nated  in  the  moil  artful  mode,  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  grappling 
with,  and  rendering  nugatory,  the 
pro'vifions  of  the  law.  The  ftatutes 
in  exiftence  were,  he  faid,  utterly 
incapable  of  punifhing,  or  flopping 
the  progrefs  of,  the  libellous  pub¬ 
lications.  In  order  to  fhow  the 
virulence  of  the  libels  which  re~ 
fCeived  the  fanCtion  of  the  focieties, 
he  read  to  the  houfe  extracts  from 
two  hand-bills,  publifhed  by  “  the 
printer  of  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing  Society,  at  the  Britifn  Tree 
ot  Liberty. ”  The  firft  of  thefe, 
entitled  “  The  Summary  of  the 


Duties  of  Citizenfhip,”  declare^ 
that  “  the  tyrants  of  Englan 
might  be  divided  into  fevcral 

v_> 

claftes ;  that  the  moil  fatal  to  the 
felicity  of  the  country  are  gover¬ 
nors  of  all  deferiptions,  priefts,  fol- 
diers,  and  lawyers.’ *  It  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  vilify  the  monarch,  and 
added  “  we  are  perplexed  with 
another  defeription  of  tyrants — 
men  who  hallow  the  Divinity. 
The  books  of  Mofes  and  of  Chrift, 
anfwer  to  the  cobweb  charters  of 
ftate,  produced  in  fupport  of  pious 
fraud,  and  were  never  written  by 
the  men  whofe  names  they  bear  : 
thefe  men  have  been  in  all  ages 
the  defenders  of  defpotifm  ;  let  us 
go  on  in  enlightening  the  coun¬ 
try.”  The  fecond  of  thefe  pro¬ 
ductions  was  called  “  the  Rights 
of  Kings,”  and  ftated  that  “the 
curfe  of  the  Almighty  to  man  is 
kingly  government.  Wherever 
that  is  eftablifhed,  the  country 
grows  pale,  and  the  inhabitants 
enervated  through  fubjeCtion  and 
depravity.”  The  Attorney  Ge¬ 
neral  next  adverted  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  feditious  aflemb- 
blies  themfelves,  and  called  to  the 
recollection  of  his  hearers,  that 
the  focieties,  as  far  back  as  the 
year  1792,  had  circulated  the 
works  of  other  men,  in  which 
works  it  was  contended  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  King  in  this 
country,  titat  annual  parliaments 
and  univerfal  fuffrage  are  unalien¬ 
able  rights  of  men,  and  that  par¬ 
liament  is  but  an  ufurper  of  the 
rights  of  men.  He  likewife  re¬ 
minded  the  houfe,  that,  after  the 
death  ot  the  French  monarch,  the 
Correfponding  Society  addrefted 
the  Regicidal  Convention,  and 
avowed  their  hope,  that  France 
would  fhon  have  to  fend  congratu¬ 
lations 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  17.95. 


278] 

lations  to  a  National  Convention 
in  England.  Nor  had  the  fedi- 
tious  flopped  here.  They  had 
avowed  their  refolution  no  longer 
to  petition  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  whom  they  fly  led  their 
“  enemies,  plunderers,  and  op- 
preffors,”  but  to  refort  to  mea- 
fures  of  another  kind.  Such 
men  could  not,  he  urged,  be 
fullered  to  proceed  in  their  pro- 
jefls,  without  imminent  hazard  to 
the  Hate,  and,  therefore,  it  was 
neceffary  that  the  legislature  (hould 
provide  an  efficient  remedy  for  the 
growing  evil.  Afier  a  fpirited 
but  defuitory  rejoinder,  from  Mr. 
Sheridan,  in  which  he  introduced 
a  variety  of  topics,  not  immedi¬ 
ately  connected  with  the  fubjefl ; 
the  houfe  divided,  and  the  motion 
fora  committee  was  negatived,  by 
a  hundred  and  fixty-feven  voices 
agaiuft  twenty-two. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  public 
mind  was  thrown  into  a  ftate  of 
extraordinary  fermentation,  by  the 
debates  in  parliament,  and  Hill 
more  by  the  Heps  which  were  taken 
out  of  doors,  either  to  render  the 
bills  obnoxious  to  the  people,  or 
to  procure  for  them  the  popular 
alien t.  Greater  exertions  were, 
however,  made  by  the  foes  than 
by  the  friends  of  the  propofed 
laws.  Both  the  regular  opposition 
to  miniftry,  and  the  clubs,  were 
indefatigable  in  their  efforts,  to 
prevent  the  bills  from  being  fanc- 
tioned  by  the  legiflature  ;  or,  fail¬ 
ing  in  that,  to  brand  them  at 
lead  with  the  lligma  of  being 
paffed  in  contradiction  to  the  na¬ 
tional  voice. 

The  day  fubfequent  to  that  on 
which  Lord  Grenville’s  bill  was 
introduced  into  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 


the  London  Correfponding  Society 
addreffed  a  circular  letter  to  all  its 
affiliated  focieties  ;  *  and,  to  the 
Britifn  nation,  a  reply  to  what  it 
was  pleafed  to  denominate  the  ca¬ 
lumnies  propagated  by  perfons  in 
high  authority.  The  circular 
announced  that  the  bill  would  be 
vigoroully  oppofed,  by  an  union 
of  all  the  parties  which  felt  any 
attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
and  it  fixed  a  day  for  a  general 
meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
fociety.  The  reply  vehemently 
attacked  the  minifters,  and  the 
meafure  now  before  the  lords  ; 
treated  as  obvious  and  judicially 
proved  falfehoods  the  charges 
brought  againfi:  the  friends  of  re¬ 
form  ;  and  difavowed  and  repro¬ 
bated  the  recent  attack  which 
w*as  “  faid  to  have  been  made  on 
the  perfon  of  the  chief  niagiflrate.’* 
The  tone  of  this  production, 
though  haughty,  was  more  guard¬ 
ed  than  that  of  the  former  papers 
which  had  iffued  from  the  fame 
quarter. 

On  the  part  of  the  regular  op- 
pofition,  an  extraordinary  meeting 
of  the  Whig  Club  was  held,  in 
which  the  bills  were  reprefented 
to  be  of  the  moft  obnoxious  na, 
ture  ;  and  fundry  refolutions  were 
unanimoufiy  paffed.  By  thefe  re¬ 
folutions,  the  bafe  outrage  com¬ 
mitted  againfi:  the  fovereign  was 
marked  with  proper  cenfure,  and 
the  people  were  called  on,  to  haften 
and  exercife  their  right  of  peti¬ 
tion,  for  the  purpofe  ot  inducing 
the  parliament  to  rejeCl  propofi- 
tions  which  firuck  at  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs,  and  the  freedom  of 
public  difcuffion.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  meeting,  the  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk  mentioned*  in  terms  of  cen¬ 
fure, 


*  See  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle  p.  *133.  134. 
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Aire,  the  rafh  proceedings,  violence 
and  uproar  of  fome  cf  the-focieties, 
and  lamented  that  they  had  ex¬ 
cited,  in  a  con fiderab.le  part  of  the 
community,  an  indifpofition  to 
every  itep  which  was  defigned  to 
oppofe  the  meafures  of  their  govern¬ 
ment. 

Previously  to  their  meeting,  the 
London  Correfponding  Society 
published  an  advertifement,  recom¬ 
mending  to  their  partifans  to  be¬ 
have  in  a  peaceable  manner,  and  to 
offer  no  refiftance,  even  fliould  any 
of  them  be  taken  into  cuftody. 
The  meeting,  which  was  as  nu¬ 
merous  as  the  former,  was  held, 
on  the  twelfth  of  December,  in  a 
held  near  Copenhagen  Houfe,  and 
palled  without  any  dillurbance 
taking  place.  An  addrefs*  to  the 
King,  and  feparate  petitions,  to 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  praying 
them  to  rejedt  the  pending  bills, 
were  voted ;  as  were  likewife 
feveral  refolutions,  thanking  the 
Whig  Club  and  certain  members 
Of  parliament ;  accufmg  the  minif- 
ters  of  calumny  and  tyrannical  de- 
figns  ;  and  declaiming  and  repro¬ 
bating  the  tumultuary  exceiles, 
which  occurred  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  feffion.  With  very 
few,  and  thofenot  highly  ofFenhve 
exceptions,  the  language  ©f  the 
petitions  and  addrefs  was  not 
liable  to  blame,  on  the  fcore  of  in¬ 
temperance. 

From  every  corner  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  the  Metropolis  and  Weflmin- 
fter  having  fet  the  example,  peti¬ 
tions  were  now  poured  on  the  table 
of  the  houfe,  on  the  fubjedt  ol  the 
bills.  Many  were  friendly,  but 
a  large  majority  were  indifputably 


and  flrongly  hoflile.  Scarcely  a 
petition  was  prefented  which  did 
not  give  rife  to  fome  pointed  re¬ 
marks,  from  the  one  fide  or  the 
other,  refpedting  the  fhare  of  at¬ 
tention  which  was  due  to  it,  and 
the  mode  by  which  it  had  been 
procured.  Not  unfrequently,  the 
petitions  originated  debates  of 
fome  extent,  during  which  aecufa- 
tions  of  having  ufed  unfair  arts,  to 
obtain  fignatures,  were  interchang¬ 
ed,  with  mutual  afperity,  between 
the  contending  parties. 

When  the  petition  of  the  Cor¬ 
refponding  Society  was  brought 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by 
Mr.  Sturt,  a  circumflance  occurred, 
which  afforded  a  Ihort  and  inglo¬ 
rious  triumph  to  the  focieties,  and 
the  party  in  oppofition.  In  the 
courfe  of  an  exceedingly  violent 
harangue,  Mr.  Sturt  quoted  a 
paffage  from  a  pamphlet,  entitled 
i(  Thoughts  on  the  Englifh 
government,”  written  by  Mr, 
Reeves,  whofe  laudable  and  effec¬ 
tive  exertions,  in  the  year  1792, 
had  naturally  rendered  him  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  inveterate  hatred  to  all 
thofe  individuals  whofe  opinions 
he  had  cenfured  and  controverted, 
or  whofe  projects  he  had  defeated. 
This  paffage,  objedionable  only- 
in  as  far  as  it  was  capable  of  being 
twilled  into  an  improper  meaning, 
defcribed  the  Britifh  government 
under  the  metaphor  of  a  tree,  of 
which  the  monarchy  was  the  trunk, 
and  the  two  legiflative  bodies  the 
branches  ;  the  former  able  to  exift 
without  the  latter,  while  the  lat¬ 
ter,  on  the  contrary,  could  not  for 
a  moment  exift,  but  in  conjun&ions 
with  the  former.  +  This  affertion, 

/  hiltorically 


*  See  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  p.  746,  Sc c. 

4  The  following  is  the  whole  of  the  paffage  which  was  the  fubjedt  of  animadverfiort. 
■i(  With  the  exception  of  tbe  advice  and  confent  of  the  two  howfes  ol  parliament,  and  the 
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hiflorically  and  legally  true*  was 
confidered  by  Mr.  Sturt  as  not 
merely  a  libel,  but  as  direft  and 
defperate  treafon,  the  author  of 
which  defer ved  to  be  vi  fired  by 
heavy  punifhrrienf.  The  cry  raifed 
by  him  was  immediately  fwelled 
by  the  voices  of  all  the  gentlemen 
of  his  party,  who  lavifhed  on  the 
palfage  quoted,  and  on  its  author, 
every  expreffidn  of  reproach  and 
involve  which  their  memory 
could  fugged.  Even  the  minifters 
and  their  friends,  with  one  excep¬ 
tion,  filently  abandoned  the  writer 
to  the  fury  of  his  enemies,  or  join* 
ed  in  ufing  the  language  of  repro¬ 
bation.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  himfelf,  as  if  anxious  to 
propitiate  his  adverfaries,  and  wipe 
off  the  ftigma  ofcherifhing  uncon¬ 
stitutional  principles,  took*  On  this 
occafion,  a  hoftile  part  in  the  de¬ 
bate.  Mt.  Windham  alone  main¬ 
tained  that  Mr.  Reeves  had  affert- 
e.l  nothing  which  was  erroneous  or 
criminal,  and  had  folely  erred  in 
not  more  carefully  guarding  his 


words  from  the  poflibiiity  of'  mi'f* 
cond ruftion.  But  his  arguments  had 
no  other  edetd  than  to  fubjeft  him 
to  farcafm  and  reproof.  Various 
motions  were  made  againd  the 
pamphlet,  the  burning  of  which 
feme  recommended,  while  others 
called  for  the  profecution  of  its 
author.  At  length,  the  refultwas 
the  nominating  of  a  committee,  to 
afeertain  the  writer  ;  a  previous 
dep  which  was  neceffary,  before 
any  thing  further  could  with  pro¬ 
priety  be  done,  the  work  having 
originally  been  published  without 
its  author’s  name*  After  the  forma¬ 
lity  of  three  reports  from  the  Com* 
mittee,  and  feveral  debates  on 
the  bed  mode  of  proceeding,  a  vote 
ol  the  houfe  declared  the  pamphlet 
to  be  libellous,  and  ordered  a  pro* 
fecution  to  be  indituted  againd 
Mr.  Reeves,  by  the  Attorney  Ge¬ 
neral.  T.  hefe  debates  afforded,  to 
the  members  in  oppofition,  an  ex* 
cellent  opportunity  to  give  free 
fcope  to  their  hodility  againd  the 
minidry,  and  of  that  opportunity 


interpofitioh  of  juries,  the  government,  and  the  adminifbratioh  of  it  in  all  its  parts,  may 
be  laid  to  relb  wholly  and  lolely  on  the  King,  and  thole  appointed  by  him.  Thole 
two  adjuncts  of  parliaments  and  juries  are  lubfidiary  and  occafional  5  hut  the  Kind’s 
j^ower  is  a  fubftantive  one,  always  vifibie  and  active.  By  his  officers,  and  in  his 
tname,  every  thing  is  tranfa&ed  that  relates  to  the  peace  of  the  realm  and  the  pro* 
teftion  of  the  fubject.  I  he  fubject  feels  this,  and  acknowledges  with  thankfuinefs,  a 
iupenntending  fovereignty,  which  alone  is  congenial  to  the  fentiments  and  temper  of 
Englilhmen.  In  fine,  the  government  ol  England  is  a  monarchy  5  the  monarch  is  the 
ancient  fbock  from  which  have  fprung  thofe  goodly  branches  of  the  legiflature,  the 
Lords  and  Commons,  that  at  the  fame  time  give  ornament  to  the  tree ;  and  afford  [belter  to 
thofe  who  fee  k  frote&iw  under  it.  But  the  fe  are  fbill  only  branches,  and  derive  their 
(origin  and  their  nuti  iment  from  thecommon  parent  :  they  mayjae  lopped  off,  and  the 
tiee  is  a  nee  lbill  ;  [horn,  indeed ,  of  its  honours,  but  not,  like  them,  calb  into  the  fire.  The 
Kingly  government  may  go  on,  in  all  its  functions,  without  Lords  or  Commons  :  it 
has  heretofore  done  fo,  for  years  together,  and  in  our  times  it  does  fo  during  every  re- 
cels  of  parliament  5  but,  without  the  King,  his  parliament  is  no  more.  The  King, 
therefore,  alone,  it  is  who  neceffarily  fubfifbs  without  change  or  diminution;  and  from 
him  alone  we  unceafingly  derive  the  protection  of  law  and  government  ”  Notwith¬ 
standing  a  trifling  ambiguity  of  language,  it  feems  evident,  that  the  writer  of  this  paf- 
age  rea  y  intended  nothing  more  than  to  reprefent  the  monarch  as  poffeffing  a  per¬ 
manent  action,  and  the  Lords  and  Commons  only  an  occafional  action,  in  the  gteat 

machine  of  government  :  a  pofition  fo  palpably  true  that  it  does  not  admit  of  contra¬ 
diction. 
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they  availed  themfelves  to  the 
fulled  extent.  Mr.  Sheridan,  in 
particular,  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
by  the  bitternefs  of  his  remarks. 
The  trial  of  Mr.  Reeves  did  not 
come  on  till  the  following  May, 
when  the  verdid  of  a  jury  ac¬ 
quitted  him  of  criminal  intention, 
but  cenfured,  neverthelefs,  his 
work,  as  an  improper  publication. 
On  what  ground  the  jury  mingled 
this  cenfure  with  the  verdid  of 
acquittal,  their  foreman  did  not, 
perhaps,  think  it  necellary  to 
explain. 

We  mud  now  return,  to  follow 
the  progrefs  of  thofe  bills,  out  of 
the  difeuffion  on  which  this  trial 
arofe.  The  great  dand  of  the 
©ppofuion,  againd  the  bill  for  pre¬ 
venting  feditious  afiemblies,  was 
made  on  the  quedion  of  the  fecond 
reading.  The  bill  was  defended 
by  the  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  An- 
ftruther,  Lord  Mornington,  Mr. 
Oundas,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  ;  and  was  redded  by 
Mr.  Erfk'ine,  and  Mr.  Mil  bank, 
Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and 
Mr.  Fox. 

The  debate  was  opened  by  the 
Solicitor  General,  Sir  John  Mit- 
ford,  who,  at  confiderable  length, 
vindicated  and  explained  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  tendency  of  the  bill. 
The  public  notoriety  of  feditious 
proceedings,  he,  like  his  colleagues, 
aeemed  a  fufficient  ground  for 
calling  on  the  legidature  to  pro¬ 
vide  additional  fecurities  to  guaid 
the  conditution  ;  and  he  complain¬ 
ed  that  the  bill  fcarcely  went  far 
enough  to  accomplifh  its  purpofe. 
Admitting  that  the  right  of  En- 
glifhmen  to  difeufs  public  griev¬ 
ances,  and  to  petition  againd  them, 
ought  to  be  held  facred,  he  main¬ 
tained  that  the  bill  left  the  right 
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untouched,  and  folely  provided 
againd  any  ahufe  of  the  right.  In 
proof  that  the  prefence  of  a  raa- 
gidrate  would  have  no  prejudicial 
eifed,  he  urged  that  the  freed 
dates  which  had  exided,  even  the 
Roman  republic  itfelf,  in  the 
zenith  of  its  liberty  and  fame,  had 
never  permitted  the  people  to  af- 
femble,  except  in  a  regular  body, 
under  the  controul  of  the  magis¬ 
trate.  The  providons  of  the  bill 
were,  he  contended,  confident 
with  the  fpirit  of  our  laws,  and 
the  pradice  of  our  government.  It 
having  been  pleaded,  in  bar  to  the 
bill,  that  the  community  at  large 
were  loyal,  and  that  the  number 
of  factious  pepfons  was  too  in  con* 
fiderable  to  judify  the  houfe  in 
giving  its  function  to  fo  reftridive 
a  law,  the  Solicitor  General  it* 
plied,  that  few  in  number  as  were 
the  feditious,  they  were  capable  of 
doing  infinite  mifehief;  and,  on 
this  head,  he  drengthened  his  ar¬ 
gument,  by  reminding  his  hearers 
that  the  revolutionary  writers  had 
laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  all 
revolutions  are  sfreded  by  minori¬ 
ties  ;  it  being,  according  to  them, 
an  indilpu table  fad,  that  the  pet- 
fevering  adive  fpirit  of  the  few 
will  always  triumph  over  the 
peaceable  inadive  difppdtion  of 
the  more  numerous  clafs  of  the 
people.  No  minority  could,  he 
fa  id,  be  more  incefiantly  adive 
than  the  minority  in  this  country  ; 
and,  confequently,  drong  meafures 
were  required,  to  put  a  dop  to 
their  progrefs.  He  concluded  by- 
giving  it  as  his  deliberate  opinion, 
that  the  prefent  laws  were  flagrant¬ 
ly  infufScient,  either  for  prevention 
or  punifhment. 

Mr.  Erlkine,  who  had  hitherto 
remained  in  the  back  ground,  now 

took 
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took  the  lead  in  oppofition,  and 
feemed  well  difpofed  to  make  up 
for  his  paft  filence,  by  his  prefent 
exertions.  His  fpeech  was  long, 
acute,  fevere  ;  but  difplayed  more 
of  forenfic  than  of  fenatorial  elo¬ 
quence.  Much  of  it  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  legal  difquifition  and  de¬ 
duction,  and  reference  to,  or  quo¬ 
tation  from,  legal  and  parliamen¬ 
tary  authorities.  Much  of  it  was 
alfo  employed  in  vindicating  the 
life  of  the  word  equality,  in  deny¬ 
ing  that  his  clients  in  1794  were 
confpirators,  in  recommending 
peace,  and  in  laying  down  the 
caufes  which  produced  the  revo¬ 
lution  in  France.  Thofe  caufes 
he  aflerted  to  be,  an  infamous  def- 
potifm,  a  profound  fuperftition, 
and,  above  all,  the  ftrifl  repara¬ 
tion  of  the  people  into  two 
dalles  ;  the  one  being  a  pam¬ 
pered,  haughty,  profligate  nobi¬ 
lity,  the  other  a  low,  miferable, 
and  abjed  rabble.  In  this  coun¬ 
try,  fuch  a  reparation  had,  he 
thought,  been  for  fome  time 
taking  place,  on  the  part  of  the 
higher  clafTes.  The  bill  before 
the  boufe,  he  defcribed  as  an  ad 
abrogating  and  annulling  the  con- 
ftitution ;  an  ad  to  which  the 
people  of  England  ought  not  to 
fubmit,  and  to  which  they  would 
not  fubmit,  unlefs  they  had  become 
loft  to  all  fenfe  of  freedom,  and  of 
national  honour.  The  right  of 
the  fubjed  to  petition  was  abfo- 
lutely  deftroyed  by  it.  On  the 
power  entrufted  to  magiftrates,  he 
animadverted  with  vehemence  ; 
reprefenting  it  as  enormous,  ty¬ 
rannical,  and  calculated  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  meeting  whatever  from 
taking  place.  It  was  intended  to 
ftifle  the  voice  of  the  country7. 
Magiftrates,  he  faid  would  never 


be  at  a  lofs  for  a  pretext  to  break 
up  a  meeting  ;  one  of  their  own 
hirelings  could,  in  an  inftant,  fur- 
nifti  them  with  a  pretext.  Nor 
could  any  punifhment  be  inflided 
on  them  for  exercifing  a  power, 
which  the  words  of  the  bill  proved 
to  be  entirely  difcretionary .  If 
thirty  or  forty  of  the  mod  refped- 
able  magiftrates  in  the  kingdom, 
if  even  the  twelve  judges  of  Eng¬ 
land,  were  to  join  in  a  meeting, 
two  hired,  hungry,  jobbing  juf- 
tices  might,  with  impunity,  dif- 
perfe  them  all.  No  criminal  in¬ 
formation  could  be  filed  againft 
thofe  juftices,  for  this  exercife  of 
their  difcretion.  Mr.  Erfkine 
wound  up  his  fpeech  by  affirming 
that  the  laws  were  already  ftrong 
enough  to  punifh  thofe  offences  at 
which  the  bill  profefled  to  be 
aimed  ;  and,  in  fuppor t  of  this 
affirmation,  he  took  an  extenfive 
view  of  the  various  ftatutes  which, 
from  the  period  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second  down  to  the 
prefent  times,  had  been  enadcd, 
for  the  difcouragernent,  difperfion, 
or  punifhment  of  illegal  and  tumul¬ 
tuary7  affembiies. 

Mr.  Erfkine  was  fully  replied 
to,  by  Mr.  Anftruther,  and  Lord 
Morning  ton.  The  firft  of  thefe 
gentlemen  rc-ftated,  and  placed  in 
a  ftrong  and  luminous  point  of 
view,  moil  of  the  arguments  which 
had  before  been  urged,  and  he, 
with  much  acutenefs,  controverted 
many  of  the  pofitions  which  had 
been  relied  on  by  Mr.  Erfkine,  as 
well  relative  to  the  novelty7  as  to 
the  tyranny  and  danger  of  the 
meafure.  The  danger  and  tyran¬ 
ny  he  {bowed  to  have  no  exiftence, 
but  in  imagination  :  and  the  no- 
vclty  he  denied,  producing,  at  the 
fame  time,  feveral  inftances,  in 

which 
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which  parliament  had  pafled  fimi- 
lar  reftriftive  laws,  upon  extraor¬ 
dinary  emergencies. 

The  fpeech  of  Lord  Morning- 
ton  was  of  eonfiderable  length,  and 
polifhed  eloquence,  clofely  reafon- 
ed,  and  principally  intended  to 
demonftrate  the  necefiity  of  the 
law.  He  traced,  minutely  and 
accurately,  the  proceedings  of  all 
the  focieties,  pointed  out  the  dan¬ 
gerous  conduft  and  language  which 
they  had  held,  and  fupported  his 
charges  againft  them,  by  quoting 
books  and  pamphlets,  which  were 
publifhed  by  perfons  notorioufly 
of  their  body,  and  recommended  by 
them  to  the  public  as  patriot 
bookfellers.  Among  the  numer¬ 
ous  extracts,  quoted  by  the  no¬ 
ble  fpeaker,  was  one  which  con¬ 
tained  a  direct  call  on  the  people, 
to  feize  and  divide  between  them 
the  property  of  the  rich,  and  to 
murder  the  proprietors  in  cafe  of 
refiftance ;  and  another,  which 
taught  the  dodtrine  of  king-killing, 
and  claimed  for  notorious  regi¬ 
cides  the  reverence  of  mankind. 
To  the  favourite  idea  of  fome 
gentlemen,  that  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  numbers  of  the  difaffedted  was 
an  objection  to  any  extenfion  of 
the  laws  ;  his  lordfhip  replied  by 
defiring  them  to  remember  that  the 
men  who  excited  the  commotions 
in  Geneva,  who  accomplifhed  the 
dreadful  maffacres  of  September, 
and  even  who  brought  about  the 
French  revolution,  were  contemp¬ 
tible  in  numbers  ;  and  he  afked 
thofe  gentlemen  whether,  becaufe 
the  conftitutions  of  the  people  of 
England  were  ftrong,  they  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  fed  with  poifon  ? 

The  debate  was  continued  till  a 
late  hour,  and  an  admirable  dif- 
play  of  eloquence  was  made,  bg 
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Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Fox,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  No¬ 
thing  new  in  reafoning  was,  how¬ 
ever,  or  indeed  could  be,  urged, 
on  either  fide  of  the  queftion.  A 
varied  arrangement,  and  addition¬ 
al  ornament,  was  all  that  could  be 
expefted.  A  eonfiderable  fhare  of 
the  debate  was,  in  reality,  con- 
fumed  in  perfonal  attacks,  and  in 
bitter  recrimination,  between  the 
contending  parties,  each  of  which 
feemed  anxious  to  paint  in  the 
darkeft  colours  the  whole  political 
life  of  the  party  oppofed  to  it.  At 
length,  on  a  divifion  being  called 
for,  the  fecond  reading  was  car¬ 
ried,  by  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
againft  forty- three  voices. 

On  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to 
proteff  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign, 
no  debate  occurred.  Mr.  Fox, 
in  a  brief  fpeech,  oppofed  it,  on 
the  ground  that  many  members 
were  abfent  ;  but  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing  was,  neverthelefs,  agreed  to, 
by  fixty-four  ayes  againft  twenty- 
two  noes. 

The  pointed  attack  which  Lord 
Mornington  had  made  on  it,  com¬ 
pelled  the  London  Correfponding 
Society  to  take  fome  fteps,  to  clear 
its  chara&er.  It  accordingly  iffii- 
ed  a  declaration,  addrefted  to  the 
Britifh  people,  in  which  it  folemn- 
ly  denied  that  it  had  publifhed, 
fan&ioned,  or  connived  at  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  any  other  works  than 
feven,  the  names  of  which  it  enu¬ 
merated.  The  declaration  like- 
wife  difclaimed  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  books  quoted  by  hi« 
lordfhip,  and  afferted  that  the  per 
fon  who  publifhed  thofe  books  was 
not  a  member  of  the  fociety.  This 
affertion  was  repeated  by  Mr* 
Sturt,  in  the  houfe  of  Commons. 

It 
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It  is  certain,  rotwithftanding, 
that  he  ft  y  led  himfdlf  one  of  the 
focietyk  bookfellers,  and  that  his 
hoiife  was  one  of  the  houfes  which 
it  appointed  for  the  reception  of 
flgnatures,  againlf  the  pending 
bills*  His  name  was  even  ofhci- 
fillp  inferred,  in  the  lift  of  receiv¬ 
ers  of  fignatures,  on  the  day  fob- 
to  the  date  of  the  fociety’s 
ration.  From  this  circum- 
.  it  is  obvious,  that  his  in¬ 
tend  iar  y  condtift  was  not  regaril. 


ftance 


€tl  with  any  great  degree  of  abhor* 


fence , 
fed  any 


thole  who  now  difavow- 
participation  in  his  pam- 
and  rejefted  fome  of  his 
principles* 

This  declaration  was  fpeedily 
followed  by  a  fecond  *,  entitled  an 
explicit  declaration  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  and  views  of  the  London  Cor- 
fefponding  Society,  addrefied  to 
the  parliament  and  people  of  Great 
firitain.  It  was  elaborate,  not 
intempera tely.  written,  and  con* 
tinned  little  that  could  give  rife 
to  Tenons  objection.  It  certainly 
fpoke  a  very  different  language 
from  fome  oi  the  former  manifeftos 
the  Correfponding  Society. 

In  proportion  as  the  bills  pro* 
ceeded  in  their  progrefs  through 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  both  par¬ 
ties  feem  to  have  heated  by  continu¬ 
al  debate,  and  to  have  grown  lefs 
Cautious  than  ufual  in  their  choice 
of  expreftions.  On  the  twenty- 
third  of  November,  in  announcing 
the  days  on  which  he  wilhed  the 
bills  to  go  into  their  refpeStive 
Committees,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  laid  againft  the  members 
on  the  contrary  fide,  a  charge  of 
Ihamefully  mifreprefenting  the  pro¬ 
ofed  meafures,  and  of  having  ufed 
inflammatory  language,  and  the 


rnoft  unfair  dealing,  for  the  pUf- 
pofe  of  fwelling  the  number  of3 
petitions.  Inis  accufation  was 
not  liftenedto  with  much  patience 
by  thofe  againft  whom  it  was 
made.  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Curwen, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr.  Fox,  an- 
Lvered  it,  with  equal  afperity,  and 
a  fevere  altercation  in  confequence 
enfued.  In  the  courfe  of  the  con* 
teft,  Mr.  Fox  moved  to  poftpone, 
for  eight  days,  the  further  confi- 
deration  of  the  bills.  His  fpeech 
was  more  than  commonly  pointed 
and  indignant.  The  bills  he  ftig- 
matized,  as  pofitively  repealing 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  cutting  up 
by  the  roots  the  whole  of  the 
Conftitution,  by  changing  our 
limited  monarchy  into  an  abfolute 
defpOtifm.  Parliament  would  not, 
he  triifted,  fanftion  them,  contrary 
to  the  declared  fenfe  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  people.  But  if, 
in  fpi  te  of  that  declared  fenfe,  mi- 
niflers  fhould  be  fo  refolute  in  their 
fpirit  of  deftrudlion,  as  to  carry 
them  through,  by  means  of  their 
corrupt  influence  in  the  two  houfes, 
and  fhould  attempt  to  put  them  in 
force,  then,  were  the  people  to 
afk  his  opinion,  he  Ihould,  he  faid, 
reply  to  them  that  obedience  was 
no  longer  a  queftion  of  morality 
and  duty,  but  of  prudence.  It 
would  be  a  cafe  of  extremity, 
which  would  juftify  refiftance, 
and  the  foie  queftion  would  be, 
whether  that  refiftance  was  pru¬ 
dent.  This  he  repeated,  as  his 
deliberate  opinion.  With  refpeft 
to  amendment,  he  declared  that  no 
mending  could  render  the  bills  lefs 
execrable.  It  might  cover  the 
poiion  ;  it  might  make  them  more 
palatable  ;  and  this  would  be  fo 
much  the  worfe.  For  his  own  part, 
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he  wifhed  the  pe  ople  to  fee  the  at- 
tack  upon  the  conftitution,  in  all 
its  glaring  open  treafon,  that  they 
might  be  ro.ufed  to  the  defence  of 
their  liberties  ;  ar.d,  therefore,  he 
would  not  lend  his  aid  to  qualify 
the  atrocious  wickednefs  which 
diftirijniifhed  the  bills. 

Thefe  hardy  expreflions  were 
immediately  caught  up,  by  the 
minifterial  fide  of  the  houfe,  and 
commented  upon  in  terms  of  the 
bittereft  reprobation.  The  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  confidered 
them  as  nothing  fhort  of  advice 
to  the  people,  to  appeal  to  the 
{word  ;  and  he  declared  that  they 
infpired  him  with  the  deeped  in¬ 
dignation  and  horror.  Though 
he  did  not  exprefsly  give  them  the 
name  of  treafon,  he  plainly  inti- 
mated  that  they  had  an  undoubted 
Claim  to  be  called  bv  that  appel¬ 
lation.  The  Secretary  at  War, 
too,  concurred  in  the  opinion  of 
his  colleague  ;  and  added  that,  if 
'  Mr.  F  ox,  who  relied  on  no  ma¬ 
jority  but  that  of  force,  had  de¬ 
termined  to  refort  to  that  majority, 
he  would  find  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
minifters  were,  on  their  part,  de¬ 
termined  to  exert,  in  refiftancg  to 
him,  a  vigour  more  than  law. 

The  fentiments  of  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  excited,  among  the  members 
in  oppofition,  as  much  clamour  as 
thofe  of  Mr.  f  ox  had  dqne,  among 
the  friends  of  the  mmiftry.  They 
were  vehemently  een fared,  and 
thofe  ot  IVfr.  Fox  vindicated,  and 
fully  coincided  in,  by  Mf.  Grey 
ar-,d  Mr.  Sheridan  ;  the  latter  of 
whom  inllnuated  g  companion  be? 
tween  ffqbefpierre  and  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  pre¬ 
dicted  the  fame  fate  to  the  latter 
had  been  ihifemf  by  the  fa  f  me  fc 


At  theclofeof  the  debate,  Mr.FoxN 
amendment  was  negatived,  and  the 
motion  of  the  Premier  was  adopted. 
Notwithstanding  the  defeat  of 
Mr.  Fox’s  attempt,  the  party 
bolide  to  the  bills  determined  to 
make  another  effort,  to  retard 
them  at  lead,  and  to  gain  time  fop 
procuring  againfl  them  a  more  full 
raanifeftation  of  the  public  hatred. 
Accordingly,  amotion,  to  adjourn 
the  difeuffion  for  a  week,  was, 
made,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  No? 
vember,  by  Mr.  Cur  wen,  and  was 
fupported  by  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr, 
Whitbread,  Mr.  Tambtcn,  and 
Mr.  Fox.  The  necefli  ty  of  pro? 
ceeding  with  flownefs,  iq  order  to 
afford  the  people  an  opportunity 
ot  expreiTing  their  fentiments  j  the 
horrible  nature  of  the  bills;  {help 
being  wholly  unnecefiary,  and  like- 
wife  ineffectual  for  their  oftenfibig 
purpofes  ;  and  the  dreadful  cpnfe? 
quences  which  might  arife,  from 
their  being  palled  into  laws  ; 
the  main  arguments  which  were 
urged  in  favour  of  delay.  Ii$ 
bringing  them  forward,  a  brillkml 
difplay  of  oratory  was  made,  efpe- 
dally  by  Mr.  Fox.  v/hofe  fpeepfi* 
particularly  towards  its  cl^fe,  how- 
ever  it  might  fail  to  convince* 
could  not  fail  to  give  pieafm-e  by 
its  glowing  eloquence.  The  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  oppofition  did  not  (deny 
that  they  were  actuated  by  a  \yi(f| 
to  thfow  ail  pofllble  impediment# 
in  the  way  of  the  meafures.  Op 
the  contrary,  they  gloried  in  being, 
fb  aclua ted.  They  would,  they 
fa  id,  entrench  rhomfelves  in  all  the 
forms  which  were  \yifely  allowed 
by  the  houfe,  and  they  felt  a 
firm  conviction,  that  every  day, 
every  hour,  every  moment,  thg{ 
they  protpTted  the  palling  gf  the 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796, 


286] 

bills,  was  a  day,  an  hour,  a  mo¬ 
ment,  preferred  to  the  freedom  of 
the  people. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by- 
Mr.  Wallace,  Mr.  W.  Adding¬ 
ton,  and  Mr.  Grant.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  fhare  in  ihe  debate  was, 
however,  taken  by  the  latter  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  fpoke  with  an  acute- 
nefs,  elegance,  and  animation,  to 
which  even  his  opponents  bore  ho¬ 
nourable  teftimony.  He  ingenu- 
oufly  avowed,  that  the  bills  did, 
in  fome  degree,  trenclT  upon  the 
conflitution,  and  were  fuch  as,  if 
brought  forward,  in  time  of  peace, 
merely  as  a  fpeculative  improve¬ 
ment,  he  would  rejeCfc,  without  a 
moment’s  hefitation.  But  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  him,  that  the  legillature 
was  reduced  to  a  choice  between 
two  evils.  It  mult  either  fanc- 
tion  the  bills,  or  fuller  the  fedi- 
tious  to  accomplifh  the  ruin  of  the 
Conflitution  itfelf.  In  this  ardu¬ 
ous  dilemma,  he  would  vote  for 
the  Idler  evil,  for  an  evil  it  certainly 
was.  The  houfe,  he  faid,  had  been 
advifed  to  try  conciliation,  and  to 
reclaim  the  difaffeCled,  by  gentle- 
nefs  and  a  reform  of  abufes.  But 
he  denied  that  conciliatory  con¬ 
duct  could  be  productive  of  any 
beneficial  effeCt.  On  this  head, 
he  went  into  an  elaborate  detail, 
to  prove  that  the  reformers,  as 
they  were  called,  would  admit  of 
no  compromife;  They  held  our 
government  to  be  an  ufurpation  of 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the 
adminifi:  ration  of  it  to  be  altoge¬ 
ther  corrupt,  ridiculed  our  confti- 
tution  as  a  fyftem  of  flavery,  dif- 
liked  every  form  which  bore  a  re- 
femblance  to  it,  entertained  a 
gloomy  and  fanatic  averfion  to  all 
that  was  Englifh,  and  would, 
therefore,  befatisfied  with  nothing 
fhort  of  a  furrender  of  cur  religion. 


our  property,  and  all  our  ancient 
and  cherifhed  laws  and  inftitu- 
tions.  They  would  accept  nothing 
lefs  than  the  whole  of  what  they 
were  pleafed  to  denominate  the 
rights  of  man.  It  was  true  that, 
fince  parliament  had  deliberated  on 
reprefiive  meafures,  they  had  turn¬ 
ed  fhort  round,  changed  their 
tone,  and  profeffed  an  extravagant 
and  romantic  reverence  for  the 
conflitution;  but  the  purpofe  of 
this  fudden  change  was  too  obvi¬ 
ous  not  to  be  perceived  at  the  firft 
glance,  and  ought  to  be  fruftrated 
by  the  vigilance,  promptitude,  and 
wifdom  of  the  legiflature. 

On  the  queilion  being  put,  the 
motion  for  adjournment  was  ne¬ 
gatived,  by  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  noes  againft  feventy  ayes. 
The  houfe  again  divided,  on  the 
queflion  of  the  fpeaker  leaving 
the  chair,  which  was  carried,  by 
a  majority  of  two  hundred 
and  one.  The  Houfe  then  went 
into  a  committee,  on  the  bill 
for  preventing  feditious  meet¬ 
ings,  the  chairman  reported  pro- 
grefs,  and  the  difcuflion  was 
pollponed,  till  the  day  after  the 
morrow. 

When,  on  the  day  appointed, 
the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee,  to  confider  the  claufes, 
and  fill  up  the  blanks,  of  the  bill 
for  preventing  feditious  meetings, 
all  the  leading  members  of  oppo- 
fition,  Mr.  Sheridan  alone  except¬ 
ed,  faithful  to  their  refolution  of 
lending  no  aid  to  mitigate  the  ri¬ 
gour  of  the  meafure,  immediately 
rofe,  and  quitted  the  houfe  in  a 
body.  Even  Mr.  Sheridan  re¬ 
mained  behind  only  to  indulge  in 
farcafm  and  reproach. 

In  filling  up  the  blanks  of 
the  fecond  claufe,  it  was  fet¬ 
tled  that  the  number  of  perfons, 
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Tequifite  to  conftitgte  an  illegal 
meeting,  mull  exceed  fifty.  When 
the  third  cLaufe  was  read,  making 
it  criminal  for  twelve  perfons  to 
remain  one  hour  together,  after  an 
order  to  difperfe  had  been  pro-, 
claimed,  the  folicitor  general  pro- 
pofed  that  the  penalty  fhould  be 
death,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 
To  many  friends  ol  the  bill  this 
appeared,  and  certainly  on  good 
grounds,  to  be  too  fevere  ;  and  an 
amendment,  providing  that  tiif- 
obedience  fttould  only  be  punifhed 
as  a  miftiemeanour,  was  in  con.fe- 
queuce  moved,  and  was  warmly 
fupported  by  Mr.  Wiiberforce, 
Mr.  Stanley,  Mr.  Banks,  and  Sir 
William  Dolben.  But  their  bene¬ 
volent  efforts  were  unfuccefsful. 
The  heavier  penalty  was  adopted, 
by  a  majority  of  eighty'  againft 
thirteen.  One  great  improvemetst 
was,  however,  made  in  the  bill, 
by  fir  iking  out  the  whole  of  the 
claufe,  which  originally  empowered 
the  magiftrates  to  dilfolve  a  meet¬ 
ing,  whenever,  by  reafon  of  fpecial 
circumftances,  it  lhould,  in  their 
judgment,  become  dangerous  to  the 
public  peace  *.  The  duration  of 
the  bill  was  the  laft  point  which 
came  under  debate.  Three  years 
was  the  period  which  was  fixed 
on,  by  the  folicitor  general.  Mr, 
Stanley,  on  the  contrary,  con¬ 
tended  for  limiting  the  time  to  a 
year  ;  but,  this  being  overruled, 
he  fuggefted  the  term  of  two  years. 
On  the  latter  queflion  the  houfe 
divided,  and  the  folicitor  gene- 
ral's  motion  was  carried,  by  forty- 
fix  affirmative  againft  only  two 
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negative  voices.  .  The  bill  then 
puffed  the  committee,  the  report 
was  immediately  received,  and  a 
day  was  appointed,  for  taking  it 
into  confideration. 

The  bill  for  the  protection  of 
the  king’s  perfon  did  not  pals  fo 
fmootnly  through  the  committee. 
On  the  order  of  ihc  day  being- 
moved,  for  the  houfe  to  refolve  it- 
feli  into  a  committee,  it  was 
warmly  o  pofed  by  Mr.  Edkine 
and  Mr.  Fox  ;  particularly  by 
the  former,  who,  in  a  long  fneech, 
fraught  with  legal  learning  and 
difquifition,  objected  to  the  bill, 
on  the  fcorc  of  its  loofenefs  of  lan¬ 
guage,  its  inutility,  and  its  harfu 
and  unconftitutional  fpirit.  It 
went,  he  fa  id,  to  create  new  and 
unneceffary  t  reafon  s,  to  difor- 
ganize  the  fyflern  of  our  civil 
jurifprudencc,  to  alter  and  render 
opprefilve  the  prefent  libel  law, 
and,  by  fan&ioning  grievous  and 
vexatious  meafures,  to  excite  dif- 
affedion,  and  to  engender  difeord. 
Thefe  affertions  were  controverted, 
by  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls,  and 
the  Attorney  General,  who  con- 
ftdered  them  as  entirely  without 
foundation.  The  commitment  of  the 
bill  was  finally  carried,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
three.  A  motion  was  made,  by 
Mr.  Stanley,  to  limit  the  duration 
of  the  bill  to  three  years ;  but  it 
was  negatived,  and  the  period 
of  the  King’s  life  was  adopted  as 
the  term,  by  a  hundred  and 
twenty -nine  voices  againft  only 
fix  diftentient.  The  reft  of  the 
claufes  were  then  read,  and  agreed 


*  In  a  workf  which  profefTes  to  be  a  hiftory  of  the  year  1796,  this  claufe  is  erroneouf- 
ly  Rated  to  have  received  the  fanCtion  of  the  houfe. 
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fe>,  with  merely  the  difference  of 
feme  trifling  technical  altera¬ 
tions. 

When  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  on  the  feditious  meeting 
hill*  was  received,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Grey,  and  Mr.  Sheridan  Hated  a 
variety  of  objections*  to  particu¬ 
lar  parts  of  the  bid,  but  they  {till 
peril  it  ed  in  declining  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  any  amendments.  Mr.  Fox, 
however,  moved  that  the  reading 
Of  the  report  fhould  be  delayed, 
fill  the  next  day  ;  and  this  being 
negatived,  without  a  divifion,  he, 
and  all  the  members  of  his  party, 
again  left  the  houfe,  After  their 
departure,  the  report  was  gone 
through,  and  a  lew  changes  and 
additions,  of  little  moment,  were 
Made  in  force  of  the  claufes. 

The  final  reading  of  the  (editi¬ 
ons  meeting  bill  took  place  on  the 
third  of  December.  The  bill  for 
the  protection  of  the  King’s  per- 
fon  Was  not  read  the  third  time, 
fill  the  tenth  of  the  fame  month. 
On  both  thefe  occafiom,  the  party 
in  oppofition  rallied  all  their 
firength,  and  made  a  vigorous  re¬ 
finance.  'I  he  nr  it  of  the  bills 
was,  nevertheiefs,  palled  by  a 
large  majority  ;  mere  oeing  only 
fifty-one  noes,  againit  two  hundred 
and  fix  tv- fix  ayes.  The  bill  was 

V  v  j 

immediately  fent  up  to  the  lords, 
pnd  Was,  on  the  fpot,  read  a  ftrft 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  fecond  bill  was  alfo  palled, 
without  it  divifion,  after  an  animated 
debate,  Mr.  Sheridan  propofed  a 
eiaufe,  to  extend  the  provisions  of 

.  -  i. 

the  bill  to  Scotland,  m  order  to 
deprive  the  Scotch  judges  of  that 
arbitrary  and  thfcretional  power, 
which  they  had  fo  obnoxiouliy  ex- 


ercifed;  but  his  claufe  wa$  iiega* 
tived,  by  a  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  ayes,  againll  twenty-feven 


noes. 


During  the  whole  of  the  dif- 
cuffron,  petitions  continued  to  flow 
in,  from  all  parts  of  the  Country, 
on  the  fpirit  ftirring  theme  of  the 
bills ;  and  to  be  the  fruitful  fource 
of  fharp  difpute,  between  the  con¬ 
tending  parties.  In  point  of  num¬ 
ber  ol  fignatures,  the  petitions 
againll  the  bills  certainly  main¬ 
tained,  till  the  laft,  a  fuperiority 
over  thofe  of  a  contrary  nature. 
There  is,  however,  reafon  to  fqp- 
pofe  that  the  great  weight  of  pro¬ 
perty,  and  even  of  intelleCI,  rvas 
indifptitably  on  the  fide  of  thofe 
who  were  friendly  to  reftriClions, 
At  the  fame  time,  it  mull  in  can, 
dour  be  dated,  that  very  many 
perfons,  who  thought  it  neceffary 
to  check,  without  delay,  the  pro, 
grefs  of  (edition,  were  alfo  ol  opi. 
nion,  that  this  might  be  accom. 
plifhed  by  laws  lefs  unfavourable 
to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeCl  that 
thofe  which  were  adopted. 

After  the  bill  for  preventing 
feditious  meetings  had  been  fen' 
up  to  the  lords,  the  London  Cor 
responding  Society  convoked,  it 
Mary-le -bone-fields,  an  -p. 
affembly  of  their  parti-  CC'  ^ 
fans,  which  w7as  numeroully  at 
tended.  An  addrefs  to  the  na 
tion  *,  a  petition  and  remonftranc 
to  the  King,  and  various  refoln 
tions,  were  voted  by  the  multi 
tude.  Seemingly  tired  of  thei 
recently  affumed  moderation,  th 
fociety  now  threw  off  the  mails 
and  again  {poke  the  languagl 
of  defianc  e  and  men  tee.  No| 
thing  could  be  of  a  more  ir 


*  See  the  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  p.  154*,  Sec, 
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flammatory  tendency  than  their 
addrefs.  It  held  up  to  the  hatred 
of  the  country,  as  fanguinary, 
corrupt,  profufe  and  tyrannical 
the  whole  fyftem  of  foreign  and 
domeftic  policy,  on  which  the  go¬ 
vernment  had  a&ed,  for  the  laft 
half  century  ;  in  covert  but  eafily 
underflood  terms,  it  ftimulated  the 
people  to  refill  the  continuance  of 
that  fyflem,  unlefs  they  wifhed  to 
become  the  feoff  of  mankind  ;  and 
it  ftrenuoufly  laboured  to  with¬ 
draw  from  their  duty  the  failors 
and  foldiery,  by  teaching  them 
that  they  were  reduced  to  the  vile 
condition  of  flaves,  and  unjuflly 
and  wantonly  fubjefted  to  the  moft 
ignominious  punifhments.  The 
laws  before  parliament  were  drawn 
in  the  darkeft  colours,  as  certain 
to  be  productive  of  the  direft  con- 
fequences  to  the  happinefs  and 
fafety  of  Englifhmen,  and  left  this 
fhould  not  be  fufficient  to  roufe 
the  people,  it  was  falfely  and  in- 
fidioufly  added,  that  they  were 
faid  to  be  only  a  part  of  a  regular 
digefted  feries  of  defpotic  enact¬ 
ments.  Then,  with  that  mockery, 
or  cunning,  which  they  had  before 
difplayed,  the  fociety  clofed  their 
addrefs,  with  a  recommendation  of 
circumfpeCtnefs  and  temperance. 
The  petition  to  the  King  was  couch¬ 
ed  in  more  guarded  words,  and  ex- 
prefied  a  hope  that  he  would  put 
his  negative  on  the  bills,  difmifs 
his  minifters,  and  reftore  the  blef- 
fings  of  peace.  The  principal  of 
the  refolutions  were  of  a  fimilar 
tenor  with  the  addrefs  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  were  obvioufly  meant  to 
lead  the  community  to  believe 
that,  by  attempting  to  carry  the 


bills  into  effeCl,  the  government 
would  violate  the  compaCf,  made 
at  the  revolution  of  i  688,  and,  by 
fo  doing,  would  juftify  an  open 
refiftance  on  the  part  of  the  peo¬ 
ple. 

In  the  courfe  of  its  paffage 
through  the  Hotife  of  Peers,  the 
bill  againft  feditious  meetings  was 
vigoroufly  oppofed,  by  the  Dukes  of 
Bedford,  Norfolk,  and  Leeds,  the 
Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  the  Earls 
of  Moira,  Derby,  Lauderdale, 
and  Abingdon,  and  by  Lord 
Thurlow.  The  latter,  efpecialiy, 
contended  againft  it  with  much 
warmth,  and  with  all  the  weight  of 
his  acknowledged  abilities.  On  the 
other  fide,  it  was  as  ftrongly  de¬ 
fended  by  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Earls  Spencer,  Mansfield,  and 
Weftmoreland,  and  Lords  Gren¬ 
ville,  Boringdon,  Mulgrave,  and 
Hawkelbury.  It  was  finally 
palled  *,  on  the  fourteenth  of 
December,  by  a  majority  of  forty- 
three  ;  there  being  fifty -feven  con¬ 
tents  againft  fourteen  who  voted 
for  its  rejeClion.  Two  fpirited 
protefts  againft  it  were  entered, 
by  its  opponents,  on  the  journals- 
of  the  houfe. 

The  laft  public  proceeding,  to 
which  thefe  bills  gave  birth,  was 
an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the 
Whig  Club,  in  which  it  was  re- 
folved  to  form  an  afibciation,  for 
the  foie  purpofe  of  obtaining  their 
repeal.  An  argumentative  and 
well  written  declaration  b,  of  the 
motives  and  principles  of  the  club, 
was,  likewife,  fubfequently  pub- 
lifhed,  by  order  of  a  general  com¬ 
mittee,  at  which  Mr.  Fox  pre- 
fided. 


*  ^or  a  Sketch  of  the  bill,  as  palled,  fee  the  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  p.  173*. 
t  See  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  p.  160*. 
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Of  the  two  laws,  the  theme  of 
fo  much  reproach,  invediive,  and 
gloomy  prediction,  the  one  expired, 
and  the  other  has  continued  to 
cxift,  without  having,  in  a  fingle 
inftance,  been  brought  into  aCtion. 
Still,  however,  it  affords  caufe  for 
regret,  that  circumftances  fhould 
have  been  fuch  as  to  make  necef- 
fary  their  enadlment.  Indepen¬ 
dently  of  the  ftrong  objection 
which  lies-  againft  any  extenfion 
of  our  penal  code,  already  too  vo¬ 
luminous,  and  too  profufe  of  life, 
there  is  fomething  peculiarly  and 
juftly  obnoxious  in  laws  which 
circumfcribe  within  narrower 
bounds,  or  render  more  difficult  the 
ready  exercife  of,  the  liberties  of  the 
fubjeCt.  Succeffive  encroachments, 
each  of  them  perhaps  trifling  in 
itfelf,  at  length  have  the  fatal 
effedf,  of  both  wearing  down  the 
rights,  and  deftroying  rhefpirit  of 
the  people.  Each  encroachment 
aCts  as  the  pioneer  for  that  which 
follows  its  footfleps.  Even  when 
the  benevolence,  or  the  timidity, 
of  a  minifler  forbears  to  put  re- 
ftriCtive  ftatutes  in  force,  they  yet 
operate  injudicioufly,  by  deprefling 
the  vigour  and  high  feeling  of  the 
public  mind.  They  can,  likewife, 
always  be  called  into  formidable 
aefion,  by  a  fubfequent  minifler, 
of  lefs  tendernefs,  or  more  courage ; 
who,  under  the  fhieki  of  laws 


which  have  prefeription  in  their 
favour,  may  venture,  and  with  a 
fmaller  fliare  of  odium,  to  go 
farther  than  he  would  have  thought 
of  going,  had  it  been  neceflary  for 
him  to  require,  from  a  probably 
jealous  legifiature,  new  powers  to 
fandlion  his  proceedings.  Nor 
does  the  repeal,  or  natural  death, 
of  fuch  ftatutes  deprive  them  of 
ail  their  noxious  qualities.  They 
furnifh  plauflble  precedents  to  thofe 
who  are  defirous  of  narrowing  the 
limits  of  freedom  ;  and  this  alone 
would  render  it  an  evil  for 
them  to  have  exifted,  as  it  too  often 
happens  that  a  precedent,  however 
abfurd  it  may  be,  has,  with  many 
perfons,  an  over-powering  weight 
of  influence,  which  ought  never  to 
be  allowed  but  to  the  deductions 
of  reafon.  Had  not  the  daring 
projects  of  the  Britifh  partifans  of 
republican  or,  more  properly 
fpeaking  anarchical  France  com¬ 
pelled  the  minifters  of  this 
country  to  devife  reftriCtive  mea- 
fures,  fuch  laws  would  either  never 
have  been  projected  by  them,  or 
would  have  been  negatived  by 
parliament ;  and  this  circumftance 
affords  another  ftrong  inducement, 
to  every  Englifh  lover  of  freedom, 
to  regard  with  a  bitter  hatred  the 
diforganizing  principles  of  the 
French  revolution.  1 


CHAP.  XVII, 

Committee  of  Supply.  A  hundred  and  ten  thovfand  feamen  voted .  Gene - 
ral  Macleod  moves  for  returns  of  the  'whole  military  force  of  the  country . 
Motion  acceded  to .  Mr.  Windham  brings  forward  the  army  efimates . 
Debate  upon  the  fubjed,  The  oppofitmt  animadverts  frongly  on  the  con- 
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daft  of  Minifters.  They  complain  of  the  enormous  amount  of  the  efi - 
mates ,  and  of  the  negltft  in  fending  out  medicines  to  the  Weft  Indies.  Re¬ 
ply  of  the  Minifters.  Debate  on  the  Fencible  Cavalry.  The  oppofttion 
declare  the  eftallijhment  of  fencible  cavalry  to  be  expenftye ,  unconftitu- 
tional,  and  intended  to  introduce  a  military  government.  General  Smith 
moves  the  recommitment  of  the  report.  The  oppofttion  cenfure  the  expedition 
to  Quiberon ,  the  condud  of  minifters  to  old  officers,  and  the  ftownefs  with 
which  the  reinforcement  had  been  got  ready  for  the  Weft  Indies.  The 
minifters  reply  with  great  fpirit  to  the  various  charges  brought  againfl 
them.  The  motion  for  the  recommitment  of  the  report  is  negatived .  De¬ 
bate  on  bringing  up  the  report  on  the  Army  extraordinaries.  The  extenfive 
erettion  of  barracks  is  feverely  reprobated  by  the  oppofttion.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  moves,  but  without  fuccefs,  to  leave  out  of  the  report  the  fum  ex¬ 
pended  on  barracks.  Motion  ref  pelting  barracks  brought  forward  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Smith.  He  moves  for  a  Committee  of  Enquiry.  Mr.  Windham 
enters  into  an  elaborate  defence  of  the  barrack  fyftem.  General  Smith’s 
motion  fupported  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor,  Mr.  Grey,  and 
Mr.  Fox.  The  motion  is  negatived. 


THE  bufinefs  of  providing  for 
the  defence  of  the  State,  and 
of  raifing  the  fums  applicable  to  that 
defence,  commenced  on  the  fourth 
of  November,  when  Lord  Arden, 
in  a  committee  of  fupply,  moved 
that  a  hundred  and  ten  thoufand 
feamen,  including  eighteen  thou¬ 
fand  marines,  fhould  be  employed 
for  the  naval  fervice  of  the  year 
179 6,  and  that  a  monthly  fum  of 
four  pounds  per  man  fhould  be  al¬ 
lowed  for  thirteen  months.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to.  A  com¬ 
plaint  was  made  by  Mr.  M.  Ro- 
binfon  that,  in  confequence  of  the‘ 
faulty  mode  of  ftowage^  a  great 
mortality  had  taken  plaCe  among 
the  troops  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
The  complaint,  however,  was  af- 
ferted,  by  Mr.  Dundas,  to  be 
wholly  unfounded. 

The  Houfe,  on  a  fubfequent  day, 
granted  624,0001.  for  the  ordinary 
pay  of  the  navy,  including  the  ma¬ 
rines  ;  and  alfo  a  fum  of  708,4001. 
for  building  and  repairing  (hips  of 
war. 


Next  in  order  were  the  army 
eftimates,  which  were  brought  for¬ 
ward,  on  the  twentieth  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  by  Mr.  Windham.  Previ- 
oufly  to  the  difciaflion  of  them. 
General  Macleod  moved  for  re¬ 
turns  of  all  the  military  force  of 
the  country.  It  was,  he  faid,  one 
of  the  molt  important  duties  of  the 
houfe,  to  keep  a  vigilant  guard 
over  the  purfe  of  the  people,  to 
watch  the  conduct  of  minifters  in 
carrying  on  the  war,  to  fee  that 
the  means  of  thofe  minifters  were 
equal  to  their  ends,  and  that  they 
were  not  bufied  in  forming  idle, 
extravagant,  and  impracticable 
projects.  The  objeCt  of  his  mo¬ 
tion  was  to  procure  an  enquiry,  as 
to  what  purpofe  the  money  of  their 
conftituents  was  iflued,  how  it  was 
applied,  the  number  of  men  that 
were  paid,  and  the  allowance  grant¬ 
ed  to  each.  He  intimated  alfo 
that,  if  the  returns  were  granted, 
the  houfe  would  fee  that  gallant 
and  experienced  ojficers  had  been 
negleCted,  and  truft  had  been  com- 
[ T  2 ]  mitted 
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mitted  to  officers  who,  neither  from 
age  nor  military  (kill,  were  qua¬ 
lified  to  di  (charge  it  with  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  country. 

The  charges  urged  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  were  repelled  by  the  minif- 
ters,  who  contended,  that  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  government  had  been  a&ive 
and  vigilant  in  their  exertions  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  country,  that 
never  had  the  military  ftrength  of 
Great  Britain  been  more  ample 

1 

than  at  prefent,  nor  ever  had  bet¬ 
ter  military  arrangements  been 
made  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
conftitution  and  laws.  Some  of 
the  returns  moved  for  could  not, 
they  faid,  be  given,  becaule  they 
did  not  exiil,  but  on  the  other 
heads  they  were  willing  to  give 
all  the  information  in  their  power, 
being  convinced  that  the  refult.  of 
that  information  would  be  found 
to  do  them  honour.  The  motions 
fiightly  modified,  were  then  carried. 

iVJr.  Windham  now  entered  upon 
the  army  eftimates.  The  firft  re- 
folution  which  he  moved  was, 
that  207,000  men  fhould  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  fervice  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  year.  Under  two  articles 
was  comprehended,  he  laid,  the 
whole  land  force  of  the  country. 
The  firft,  that  of  guards  and  gar- 
rifons,,  included  the  army  on  the 
continent,  when  there  was  any, 
all  the  troops  in  Scotland,  England, 
and  Ireland,  and  thofe  who  ferved 
on  (hip-board,  and  was  in  reality 
fynonimous  with  our  home  army. 
By  withdrawing  the  army  from 
the  continent,  this  branch  of  our 
force  was  decreaftd  to  42,21  q. 
The  fecond  article,  that  of  colonies 
and  plantations,  comprized  ail 
the  troops  not  contained  in  the 
firft  i  the  troops  at  Gibraltar,  Cor- 


fica,  and  elfewhere.  In  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  augmentation  of  the 
army  in  the  Weft  Indies,  this  di- 
vifion  of  our  force  had  arifen  from 
3?, 000  men,  to  77,868.  The 
Weft  India  Staff  alfo  was  encreafed, 
but  he  defired  the  committee  to 
recoiled!  that  the  medical  ftaff  was 
included  in  the  increafe.  The  ge¬ 
neral  refult  of  the  whole  he  dated 
to  be,  that  the  army,  which  ne» 
verthelefs,  was  found  equal  to 
every  purpofe  of  defence,  had  un¬ 
dergone  a  redu&ion  of  twenty -five 
thoufand  men,  and  that  a  faving  of 
817,000b  had,  in  confequence,  ac¬ 
crued. 

The  eftimates  called  forth  many 
objections  from  fome  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  in  opposition.  General  Tarle- 
ton  confidered  them  as  much  larger 
than  might  have  been  expeded  in 
the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
war.  To  the  whole  ftatement  of 
the  fencible  cavalry  he  particu¬ 
larly  objected,  and  declared  that 
he  did  not  fee  the  utility  of  fo 
much  cavalry  within  the  kingdom, 
in  addition  to  the  regulars  and 
yeomanry  cavalry.  The  increafed 
number  and  ex  pence  of  general  and 
ftaff  officers  was  alfo  a  fubjeCl  of 
complaint.  He  remarked,  too, 
that  though  the  body  of  Ame¬ 
rican  reduced  officers  had  been 
leffened,  the  charge  on  that  head 
was  as  great  for  the  prefent  year 
as  the  la  ft.  On  the  progrefiive 
augmentation  of  the  land  force, 
and  the  confequent  burthens  fuf- 
tained  by  the  people,  he  expreffed 
great  alarm.  From  the  year  1792, 
to  the  end  of  1794,  the  expendb 
ture  had,  he  faid,  accumulated  in 
the  extraordinary  ratio  of  from 
one  million  to  eleven  ;  and  if  the 
country  went  on  upon  this  plan  of 
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increafing  profufion,  ruin  inuft  be 
the  inevitable  confequence. 

Much  blame  was,  by  General 
Macleod  and  others,  thrown  upon 
minifters,  with  refpect  to  the  army 
in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  medi¬ 
cines  for  that  army  had,  it  was 
faid,  been  fent  out  in  the  moft  ex¬ 
traordinary  manner ;  they  had 
been  fent  in  a  fmgle  fh  ip,  which 
was  captured  by  Viiftor  Hugues. 
The  negligence  of  minifters  in  this 
inftance  might  be  productive  *  of 
the  moft  fatal  effects.  It  was  alio 
aflerted,  that  there  was  but  too 
great  reafon  to  fear  that  the  ftorms 
would  prevent  the  reinforcements, 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  fiom  ever 
reaching  their  deftination. 

The  minifters  defended  them- 
fel  ves  from  the  accufation  of  nee- 
Jed  by  ftating  that  the  magnitude 
of  our  naval  force  in  the  weftern 
hemifphere  was  fuch  as  to  render 
the  capture  of  the  medicine  fh  ip 
a  matter  of  furprize  ;  and  they  add¬ 
ed,  that  no  exertion  had  been  omit¬ 
ted  to  repair  the  lofs,  as  foon  as  it 
was  known.  In  proof  that  no¬ 
thing  had  been  forgotten  which 
■could  contribute  to  the  comfort  of 
the  troops,  they  appealed  to  a  let¬ 
ter  of  the  commander-in-chief, 
bearing  teflimony  in  their  favour. 
The  fears  which  oppofition  had 
exprefled  for  the  fafety  of  the 
•troops  they  removed  by  producing 
recent  difpatches,  which  announced 
the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  without  any 
lofs. 

When  the  refolution  was  put, 
to  vote  480,0001.  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  10,000  fencible  cavalry, 
a  warm  debate  enfued.  It  was 
contended  that  minifters  could  a f- 
ftgn  no  pla'ufible  reafon  for  the 
'keeping  up  of  fuch  a  force.  ""That 
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force  could  not  be  meant  to  repel 
foreign  invafion,  as  the  fuperiority 
of  our  navy  made  the  idea  of  in- 
valion  an  abfurdity  too  great  to 
enter  imo  the  mind  even  of  an  old 
woman.  It  was,  in  reality, 
meant  to  fupport  the  machiavelian 
policy  of  the  minifter,  and  to  com¬ 
pel  the  people,  by  military  execu¬ 
tion,  tofurrender  their  rivhts  and 
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liberties.  Minifters,  however,  were 
warned  that  the  experiment  might 
be  fraught  with  danger  to  them, 
and  were  advifed  to  look  back  to 
the  time  of  the  fecond  James. 

By  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  and  the  Secretary  at  War 
it  was  anfwered,  that  government 
conftdered  the  whole  of  the  cxift- 
ing  force  as  not  more  than  fuffici- 
ent  to  place  the  country  on  a  re- 
fpeftable  footing  with  regard  to  its 
foreign  enemies,  and  infure  its  in¬ 
ternal  tranquillity.  I  am  forry  to 
declare,  faid  the  fecretary,  that 
there  has  been  occafton  for  the  fen- 
cibles,  and  if  the  opinions  of  cer¬ 
tain  gentlemen  Ihould  be  followed, 
there  is  likely  to  be  a  great  deal 
more  occafton  for  them. 

On  this  queftion  the  oppofition 
divided  the  houfe.  It  was,  no£- 
withftanding,  carried,  by  62  voices 
againft  14. 

The  debate  was  renewed,  when 
the  report  of  the  committee  of 
fupply  was  brought  up,  on  the  fe¬ 
cond  of  December.  General  Smith 
moved  the  recommitment  of  the 
report,  on  the  ground  that  time 
ought  to  be  given  for  a  minute 
examination  of  the  eftimates.  The 
motion  was  fupported  by  General 
Macleod,  General  Tarleton,  Mr, 
Grey,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  William 
Smith.  Among  the  moft  promi¬ 
nent  objefts  of  their  animadverfion 
was  the  fencible  cavalry.  It  was 
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again  reprefented  as  fhamefully  ex- 
penftve,  ufelefs  for  any  good  end, 
and  defigned  to  enable  the  minifters 
to  ruin  the  confutation,  and  efta- 
blifh  a  tyranny  over  the  country. 
A  comparifon  was  drawn  between 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  Lewis  the  four¬ 
teenth.  The  fyftem  of  Lewis  the 
fourteenth,  it  was  faid,  was  dra¬ 
gooning  thofe  whom  he  thought  re- 
ligioufly  difaffeCted  ;  the  minifter’s 
fyftem  was  dragooning  thofe  whom 
lie  thought  politically  difaffetfted 
to  his  meafures. 

Complaint  was  made  that  regi- 
Tnents  upon  the  eftablifhment  had 
been  given  to  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  the  difgraceful  purpofe 
of  patronage  and  corruption.  Old 
officers  of  great  merit  and  experi¬ 
ence  had  been  obliged  to  fell  out, 
or  remain  broken-hearted  under  the 
command  of  raw  boys,  who  were 
ignorant  of  even  the  commoneft 
military  manoeuvre.  Such  officers 
alfo  thought  themfelves  ill  treated, 
in  not  being  preferred  to  command 
the  fencible  corps,  inftead  of  per¬ 
sons  who  were  wholly  inexperi¬ 
enced. 

The  expedition  to  Quiberon 
was  cenfuredin  the  ftroneeft  terms. 
It  was  aifo  urged  that-the  expence 
which  the  nation  had  incurred  on 
account  of  the  emigrant  corps,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  emigrants 
were  employed,  ought  to  be  made 
31  fubjeCt  of  enquiry.  In  one  re¬ 
giment,  of  not  more  than  270 
men,  it  was  affirmed,  that  ninety 
ferjeants  were  enrolled.  The  fer- 
vices  of  thofe  corps  were  no  longer 
wanted;  and,  therefore,  it  was 
proper  that  they  fhould  be  dif- 
banded. 

The  conduct  of  the  minifters 
with  refpedl  to  the  Weft  Indian- 
expedition  was  likewife  an  objeft 


of  bitter  animadverfion.  They 
were  charged  with  having  been 
fcandaloufty  dilatory  in  collecting 
troops  for  the  expedition,  with 
having  kept  the  men  lingering  in 
tranfports  till  death  relieved  them 
from  their  fufferings,  with  having 
delayed  the  failing  of  the  fleet, 
and,  finally,  with  having  dif- 
patched  it  at  a  feafon  when  it 
would  naturally  have  to  encounter 
the  tempefts,  and  when,  if  ever  it 
arrived  fafely  in  port,  the  fit  pe¬ 
riod  for  military  operations  would 
be  gone  by. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  the  op- 
pofition  contended  that  the  efti- 
mates  were  unreafonably  high,  and 
that  minifters  were  guilty  of  greater 
extravagance  than  the  moft  extra¬ 
vagant  of  their  predeceffors.  The 
juftiee  of  the  war,  in  its  origin, 
they  alfo  denied,  and  maintained 
that  Europe  for  the  laft  twelve 
months  might  have  enjoyed  the 
bleffings  of  tranquillity,  had  it  not 
been  prevented  by  the  machina¬ 
tions  of  Britifh  minifters.  Mr. 
Fox  went  fo  far  as  to  tell  the  houfe 
that  Great  Britain  appeared  to 
Europe  in  the  moft  odious  and  de- 
teftable  light ;  as  by  its  ohftinacy 
it  had  kept  alive  the  flames  of  war, 
which,  but  for  its  efforts,  would 
have  fubfided. 

The  recommitment  of  the  re¬ 
port  was  oppofed  by  Lord  Bel- 
grave,  the  Secretary  at  War,  Mr. 
jenkinfon,  Mr.  Sergent,  Mr.  Dun* 
das,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer, 

With  regard  to  the  fencible  ca¬ 
valry,  it  was  anfwered,  by  the  mi- 
nifters  and  their  friends,  that,  on 
a  general  view  of  the  force  of  the 
country,  the  cavalry  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  out  of  proportion  to  the 
reft  of  the  army.  It  was  alfo,  they 
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faid,  to  be  obferved  that  the  ails'- 
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mentation  of  that  cavalry  was  not  a 
new  meafure  ;  it  took  place 
before  Midfummer  laft,  at  a  pe¬ 
riod  when  the  fituation  of  the 
country  was  relatively  different. 
Indeed,  a  reduction  had  taken  place 
in  this  refped,  the  troop  which 
confided  of  eighty  being  reduced 
to  fifty- five  men.  A  great  num¬ 
ber  of  dragoons  had  alfo  been  fent 
out  of  the  country,  and  as  it  was 
neceffary  to  keep  up  a  certain  force 
in  the  kingdom,  it  feemed  to  make 
little  difference  whether  that  force 
were  compofed  of  infantry  or  ca¬ 
valry,  nor  did  it  appear  that  the 
force  kept  up  was  at  all  larger 
than  was  requifite. 

The  charge  of  giving  away  re¬ 
giments  for  corrupt  purpofes  was 
aliened  to  be  untrue.  The  reafon, 
it  was  faid,  why  old  officers  had 
not  been  preferred  into  fencible 
corps  was,  that  the  recompence 
would  not  have  been  adequate  to 
their  merits,  as  the  officers  in  thofe 
corps  had  no  half- pay,  nor  any  of 
the  advantages  afforded  by  the  re¬ 
gular  fervice.  The  plan,  too,  of 
employing  men  of  large  fortunes  in 
their  refpedive  counties  was  more 
conducive  to  the  public  benefit,  as 
they  eafily  procured  men,  and  the 
corps  partook  more  of  the  nature 
of  a  militia  than  of  regular  troops. 

As  to  the  Quiberon  expedition 
miniftcrs  declared  themfelves  rea¬ 
dy,  upon  a  proper  occafion,  to 
prove  that  the  meafure  itfelf  was 
wife,  feafonable,  and  practicable  ; 
.and  that  nothing  had  been  left  un¬ 
done  to  enfure  its  fuccefs.  The 
(emigrant  corps,  they  laid,  had, 
from  their  firft  being  raifed,  behav¬ 
ed  bravely,  and  done  very  effen- 
tial  fervice  ;  and,  fo  far  were  they 
from  being  now  ufelef.,  that,  hav¬ 
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ing  been  recruited  and  completed, 
they  were  embarked  with  the  ex. 
pedition  to  the  Weft  Indies.  The 
circumftance  of  there  being  fo  large 
a  proportion  of  officers  in  one  re¬ 
giment  was  explained  to  have 
arifen  from  the  regiment  having 
been  formed  during  the  heat  of  the 
campaign  ;  fo  that  no  provifion 
had  been  made  to  fill  up  the  places 
of  the  men  who  were  flain  in 
battle. 

In  giving  this  explanation,  the 
phrafe  of  “killed  off”  was  ufed 
by  Mr.  Windham,  when  he  fpoke 
of  thofe  who  had  fallen.  The 
phrafe  was  noticed  by  fome  cf  the 
members  with  difapprobation,  as 
betraying  careleffnefs  and  levity  ; 
and  cut  of  the  houie  it  was  induf- 
trioufly  employed  to  render  the 
honourable  gentleman  unpopular. 
By  the  party-writers  and  declaim¬ 
ed  of  the  day,  it  was  dwelt  upon, 
as  an  irrefragable  proof  that  Mr. 
W  indham  had  no  feelings  of  hu¬ 
manity  for  thofe  who  were  the 
vidims  of  war-.  That  fuch  a 
charge  againft  him  was  highly  ca¬ 
lumnious  there  is  not  the  fh  a  dow¬ 
el  a  doubt ;  bur  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  ardour  ©f  his 
mind,  or  his  love  of  ftrong  para¬ 
doxical  language,  fometimes  led 
him  to  ufe  expreffions,  which, 
though  innocently  meant,  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  receiving  from  his  ene¬ 
mies  a  malevolent  conftrudion. 

'I  he  vindication  of  minifters, 
on  thefcore  of  the  Weft  India  ex¬ 
pedition,  was  principally  under¬ 
taken  by  Mr.  Dundas.  He  con¬ 
tended  that  r.o  delay  had  taken 
place,  or,  at  leaft,  no  delay  which 
could  poffibly  have  been  avoided. 
The  fending  away  a  great  arma¬ 
ment  of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufancj 
men  had  been  talked  of,  he  laid, 
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as  lightly  as  if  the  queftion  was 
merely  as  to  fending  a  machine  out 
of  the  country.  The  many  pre¬ 
parations  which  were  neceflary  for 
it  had  never  been  confldered.  The 
expedition  depended  upon  drafts 
from  the  continent  and  various  for¬ 
mer  fervices  ;  the  regiments  when 
landed  required  time  to  refit,  to 
repofe,  to  recruit,  and  to  get  the 
many  reinforcements  neceffary  ; 
ordnance,  provifions,  ftowage,  am¬ 
munition  of  all  kinds,  and  a  thou- 
fand  other  things,  were  to  be  pro¬ 
vided.  Every  thing  had,  however, 
been  got  ready  in  time,  and  the 
expedition  had  been  prevented 
from  failing  only  by  the  contrary 
winds,  for  which  minifters  were 
certainly  not  refponfible.  The 
late  hurricane  was  undoubtedly  a 
ferious  and  expenfive  difafter,  but 
never  had  a  great  misfortune  been 
fo  fpeedily  repaired.  At  this 
moment  the  fleet  was  completely 
equipped  and  refitted  ;  it  waited 
for  nothing  more  than  a  fair  wind, 
and  he  trufled  it  would  yet  arrive 
at  its  deftination  in  fufficient  time 
to  be  produtftive  of  the  mod 
important  and  beneficial  confe- 
quence. 

The  attack  of  Mr.  Fox  upon 
the  juftice  of  the  war,  and  the 
character  of  the  Britifh  nation, 
called  forth  the  indignant  elo¬ 
quence  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  made  a 
fplendid  panegyric  on  the  confti- 
tution  and  exertions  of  this  country, 
and  confldered  the  conduft  of  Mr. 
Fox  as  arrogant  and  prefumptu- 
ous,  in  oppofing  his  individual 
judgment  to  the  repeated  and 
folemn  judgments  which  had  been 
given  by  the  houfe  on  the  fubjedt 
of  the  war. 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Fox,  in  ex¬ 
planation,  was  at  once  fpirited  and 


moderate.  The  queftion  being 
now  loudly  called  for,  the  motion 
for  the  recommitment  of  the  re¬ 
port  was  put,  and  negatived 
without  a  divifion. 

The  report  of  the  army  extra¬ 
ordinaries,  which  was  brought  up 
on  the  fourth  of  December,  pro¬ 
duced  a  debate  of  fome  length  and 
animation.  A  number  of  articles 
of  minor  importance  were  animad¬ 
verted  upon,  but  there  was  one 
article  which  excited  particular 
attention.  Jealous  as  the  oppo- 
fition  were  of  all  miniflerial  mea- 
fures,  there  was  no  meafure  which 
they  viewed  with  greater  jealoufy 
than  the  ereftion  of  barracks, 
which  had,  for  a  conflderable  time, 
been  carried  on,  in  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  The  report  on 
the  army  extraordinaries  necef- 
farily  brought  this  fubjedt  under 
difcuflion. 

An  amendment,  to  leave  out 
the  fum  paid  for  the  eredtioo 
of  barracks,  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Whitbread.  He  was  fupported 
by  General  Smith,  Mr.  Grey,  Mr. 
M.  A.  Taylor,  General  Tarleton, 
Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr  Sheridan,  and 
Mr.  Fox.  It  was  faid  that  the 
fum  of  330,600  pounds  was  on 
this  occafion  called  for,  without  a 
Angle  document  being  produced  to 
prove  the  expenditure,  and  was 
enormous  ;  that  the  building  of 
barracks  was  carried  on  to  an  un- 
conftitutional  length ;  that  bar¬ 
racks  were,  in  truth,  fortreffes ; 
were  -calculated  to  diflociate  the 
foldier  from  his  fellow  citizens, 
to  overthrow  freedom,  and  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  fyftem  of  military  go¬ 
vernment. 

In  reply,  it  was  urged  that  the 
article  of  barracks,  in  the  eftimate, 
included  forage  to  cavalry,  addj- 
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tional  allowance  to  inn-keepers, 
and  coals,  candles,  and  beer,  fur- 
nifhed  to  the  foldiers  ;  that  in 
point  of  economy,  the  fyftem  of 
barracks  was  completely  defen- 
iible  ;  and  that,  for  the  bike  of 
difcipline  and  the  prefervauon  of 
public  tranquillity,  it  was  expe¬ 
dient  to  follow  the  fyftem  which 
was  fo  loudly,  yet  unjuftly  con¬ 
demned. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Whitbread 
was  negatived  by  feventy.four 
voices,  ugainfl  twenty  .eight.  Ge¬ 
neral  Smith  was  equally  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  a  motion  for  recommit¬ 
ting  the  report.  The  debate  ter¬ 
minated  by  Mr.  Grey  and  Mr. 
Sheridan  moving  for  feveral  pa¬ 
pers,  relative  to  the  ex  pences  of 
barracks.  Thefe  papers  were  or¬ 
dered  by  the  houfe. 

The  whole  of  the  papers  thus 
ordered,  were  not  laid  on  the  table 
before  the  feventh  of  March  ;  a 
circumftance  which  furnifhed  the 
oppofition  with  occafion  of  fre¬ 
quent  complaint.  At  length,  on 
the  eighth  of  April,  General  Smith 
came  forward  with  a  motion,  that 
u  it  be  referred  to  a  committee, 
to  inquire  into  the  amount  of  the 
expenditure  in  ere&ing  barracks, 
to  inveftigate  by  what  authority 
the  public  money  has  been  fo 
applied,  and  to  report  the  evi¬ 
dence  with  their  opinion  to  the 
houfe.’  * 

No  apology  was  neceflary,  he 
faid,  for  calling  the  confideration 
of  the  houfe  to  a  fubjeft  of  fueh 
importance.  The  expence  of  erect¬ 
ing  barracks  was  alarmingly  enor¬ 
mous  ;  it  amounted  to  more  than 
half  the  fum  faved  by  Mr.  Burke’s 
bill  for  the  reform  of  the  civil  lift. 
The  whole  money,  expended  and 
to  be  expended,  would  be  nearly 
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1,400,000k  Nor  was  the  expence 
all.  The  fyltem  of  barracks  put 
an  immenfe  influence  into  the 
hands  of  the  minifters.  There  were 
forty-fix  barrack-mafters,  a  bar- 
rack-mafter  general,  and  nineteen 
officers,  with  falaries,  amounting 
in  all  to  eleven  thoufand  pounds. 
Barrack-mafters  had  even  been  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  enjoyed  ample  fala¬ 
ries,  before  the  barracks  were 
built.  The  conduct  of  minifters 
was,  he  contended,  a  grofs  vio’a- 
tion  of  Mr.  Burke’s  bill.  Bur  the 
expence,  great  as  it  was,  was  a 
trifling  object,  when  compared 
with  the  unconftitutional  nature 
of  the  meafure.  Barracks  were 
already  erected  capable  of  con¬ 
taining  thirty-four  thoufand  men, 
which  was  double  the  number  of 
the  ufual  peace  eftablifhment.  It 
was  clear  from  this,  either  that 
the  minifters  had  betrayed  their 
truft,  by  ufelefsly  fquandering  the 
public  money  in  building  barracks 
that  were  not  wanted,  or  that  they 
meant  to  maintain  a  Handing  army, 
fufficient  to  enable  them  to  exer- 
cife  i(  a  vigour  beyond  the  law.’# 
The  conftitucion  had,  he  declared, 
been  violated  and  endangered  by 
fuch  a  mifapplication  of  the  na¬ 
tional  treafure,  without  the  con- 
fent  of  Parliament,  and  he,  there¬ 
fore,  called  upon  the  houfe  to 
direct  an  inveftigation.  If  the 
houfe  did  not  do  fo,  what  he 
aiked,  was  to  become  of  the  rights 
of  the  people,  and  who  were  to  be 
'  conftdered  as  their  protestors  ? 

The  leading  part  in  the  defence 
of  the  miniftry  was  taken  by  the 
fecretary  at  war.  The  expence 
of  the  barracks  was  the  firft 
point  to  which  he  replied. 
He  admitted  its  magnitude  ;  con¬ 
tending,  at  the  ffime  time,  that 
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the  proper  Hate  of  the  quefiion 
was,  not  whether  there  was  a  great 
expence,  but  whether  there  was  a 
comparative  proportion  between 
the  greatnefs  of  the  expenditure, 
and  the  importance  of  the  objed. 
On  the  fullefi  invefiigation  being 
made,  he  was  confident  that  no¬ 
th  ing  would  appear,  but  ceconomy 
and  good  management  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  interefi.  Not  an  abufe  could 
be  pointed  out  which  when  known, 
or  even  fufpeded,  had  not  inftantly 
'been  remedied  or  guarded  againft. 
It  had  been  faid  that  a  permanent 
cxpence  was  entailed  upon  the 
people.  This  was  not  the  fad. 
The  heavy  ex  pence  was  at  an  end, 
and  there  would  only  remain  the 
annual  expence  of  barrack-mafiers, 
which  would  be  inconfiderable. 
There  would,  on  the  other  hand, 
be  a  permanent  faving.  Including 
the  additional  allowance  to  inn¬ 
keepers,  the  yearly  charge  to  the 
public  would  be  heavier  under  the 
old  fy Rem  than  under  the  efiab- 
lifhment  of  barracks.  He  was 
certain  that  barracks  were  cheaper 
in  time  of  war,  and  he  believed 
that  they  would  alfo  prove  cheaper 
in  time  of  peace. 

The  pradice  of  billeting  foldiers 
on  inn. keepers  was,  he  faid,  an 
old  abufe  ;  a  pradice  ft  range,  and 
unknown  in  any  other  country. 
The  foldiers  of  the  Rate  were  not 
provided  at  the  colt  of  the  Rare  ; 
but  at  the  coR  of  a  particular  clafs 
of  inhabitants.  It  was  not  eafy 
to  fhew  why  fucha  burthen  fhould 
be  laid  upon  inn- keepers  any  more 
than  upon  attornies,  (hop-keepers, 
or  any  ether  clafs  of  people.  When 
the  pradice  commenced,  the  f®l- 
dierUs  pay  was  greater  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  price  of  commodities, 
and  he  then,  perhaps,  might  have 


been  able  to  pay  for  his  fare  as 
well  as  any  other  guefl.  In  pro- 
grefs  of  time,  however,  when 
there  was  no  proportion  between 
the  pay  of  the  foldier  and  his  ex¬ 
pen  ccs  at  an  inn,  the  infiitution 
became  oppreflive  to  the  inn¬ 
keepers,  fo  much  fo  at  length, 
that,  laR  year,  it  had  been  found 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  pafs  an  ad 
for  their  relief.  It  might  be 
urged,  indeed,  that  innkeepers 
made  travellers  pay.  Still  the 
expence  was  of  oppreflive  opera¬ 
tion,  and  borne  either  by  inn¬ 
keepers  or  travellers,  or  both. 
There  was  alfo  another  flrong 
objedion,  which  was,  that,  when 
the  troops  were  in  motion  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  they  were, 
in  travelling,  obliged  to  follow, 
with  infinite  inconvenience,  the 
courfe  of  the  inns,  and  as  the  num¬ 
ber  of  capital  inns  had,  for  fome 
time,  been  confiderably  on  the 
decreafe,  the  grievance  became 
more  intolerable  to  thofe  which 
remained.  In  fad,  all  circum- 
flances  combined  to  render  the- 
eredion  of  new  barracks  indif- 
penfably  neceffary. 

Adverting  to  the  objedion  that 
the  expence  had  been  incurred 
without  being  fubmitted  to  the 
judgment  of  parliament,  he  faid, 
that,  unlefs  it  became  a  quefiion  of 
mere  form,  another  quefiion  would- 
arife,  built  upon  the  fpirit  and 
meaning  of  our  conRitution,  and  up¬ 
on  truewifdom.  That  there  had  beep 
a  departure  from  form  he  would 
readily  allow.  The  quefiion  then 
was,  whether  minifiers  had  milled 
the  public  judgment,  or  whether 
the  expence  had  been  bona  fids  in¬ 
curred  for  the  public  fervice,  and, 
from  incidental  circumfiances,  not 
regularly  fubmitted  to  the  houfe. 

He 
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He  infilled  that  no  public  incon¬ 
venience  had  arifen  from  the  mode 
of  expenditure,  nor  was  there  any 
reafon  to  think  that  the  public 
judgment  had  been  milled.  It 
could  not,  in  reality,  be  maintained 
that  the  expence  was  gone  into 
without  the  knowledge  of  the 
houfe.  Though  the  queftion  had 
not  come  before  the  houfe  regu¬ 
larly,  it  had  been  difcufted  in 
other  forms,  and  having,  on  fuch 
occafions,  the  approved  judgment 
of  the  houfe,  it  could  not,  be  faid, 
to  come  unawares  upon  the  na¬ 
tion.  In  the  year  1793,  it  had 
come  before  the  houfe,  to  be  dif- 
tindly  conftdered,  and  he  had  a 
right  to  plead  the  event  of  that 
difcuffion,  as  a  virtual  approbation 
of  the  meafure.  The  houfe,  there¬ 
fore,  had  been  fubftantially  appriz¬ 
ed  of  the  meafure,  and  as  to  any 
eftimates  or  details  which  could 
have  been  given,  they  would  have 
been  a  compliance  with  mere  form. 
In  no  part  of  the  expenditure  could 
the  amount  of  the  expence  have  been 
eafily  afeertained.  Much  had  been 
con  traded  on  the  fpur  of  the  occa- 
fion.  Any  eftimates  which  could 
have  originally  been  prefented, 
would,  he  repeated,  have  been 
merely  vague  conjectures. 

The  honourable  general,  he  faid, 
had  ftated  that  three  or  four  years 
ago  there  were  no  fuch  things  as 
barracks.  Did  he,  indeed,  know 
fo  little  of  the  matter,  as  to  make 
it  neceffary  to  tell  him  that 
barracks,  capable  of  containing 
20,000  men,  had  been  ereCted 
many  years  fince,  and  were  now  in 
ufe  !  Perhaps  it  would  be  faid  that 
there  was  the  lefs  neceffity  for  new 
barracks.  To  this  he  would  an- 
fwer  that  the  old  barracks  were 
calculated  only  for  infantry,  and 
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that  they  were  placed  in  fituations 
not  fit  for  the  commodious  arrange- 
nient  of  troops  throughout  the' 
kingdom. 

What  peace  eftablifhment  it 
might  be  neceffary  to  keep  up,  he 
would  not  venture  to  fay,  but  it 
did  not  follow,  as  had  erroneoufly 
been  inferred,  that  becaufe  bar¬ 
racks  exifted,  thofe  barracks  mud 
neceffarily,  in  time  of  peace,  be 
filled  with  troops.  The  furplns 
barracks  would,  on  the  breaking- 
out  of  a  new  war,  be  eminently 
tifeful.  If,  inflead  of  the  perma¬ 
nent  barracks,  ad  min  ill  rat  ion  had 
been  contented  with  temporary 
erections,  repeated  expences  might 
be  incurred,  and  repeated  incon- 
veniencies  fuftained.  It  was  wife, 
therefore,  to  fubrnit  to  a  firfl  large 
expence.  Thefe  barracks,  how¬ 
ever,  were  not  capable  of  main¬ 
taining  any  extraordinary  increafe 
above  the  peace  eftablifhment. 
The  cavalry  of  the  la  ft  peace  efla¬ 
blifhment  amounted  to  3700  men  ; 
the  barracks  built  for  cavalry 
would  contain  5400  men,  and  he 
appealed  to  the  houfe  whether  the 
trifling  addition  could  afford  any 
reafon  for  alarm. 

The  patronage  which  it  was 
affirmed  the  barrack  fyftem  would 
put  into  the  hands  of  minifters,  he 
denied  to  be  as  extenfive  as  it  had 
been  reprefen  ted,  and  lie  defended 
himfelf  and  his  colleagues  from 
the  charge  of  having  walled  the 
public  money  by  paying  falaries 
to  thofe  who  had  no  duty  to 
perform.  Far  from  the  fituation 
of  the  newly  appointed  barrack- 
makers  being- extremely  lucrative, 
many  of  then^  con  fide  red  it  as  fo 
much  beneath  their  expectation,  that 
they  were  every  day  refigning.  The 
places  of  the  officers  under  the  bar¬ 
rack 
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filers  were  any  thing  but 
fir.ecures.  The  holders  of  them 
were  obliged  to  conftant  attend¬ 
ance,  and  had  no  perquifites. 
They  were  commonly  half- pay 
officers,  and  he  was  glad  that  there 
was  fuch  a  receptacle  for  ancient 

A 

and  wounded  officers,  who  had 
grown  grey  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country. 

Looking  at  the  queftion  in  a 
conftitutional  point  of  view,  the 
fyftem  of  barracks  was,  he  con¬ 
tended,  forced  upon  the  govern¬ 
ment,  by  the  prefent  fate  of 
things.  It  was  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffary  to  withdraw  the  fokiiery 
from  the  contagion  of  feditious 
principles,  and  this  could  not  be 
done  if  they  were  fuffered  to  take 
up  :heir  refidence  in  the  houfes  of 
publicans. 

Mr.  Windham  doted  his  fpeech 
by  an  elaborate  defence  of  an  ex- 
preffion  ufed  by  him  on  a  former 
occafion,  and  to  which  General 


Smith  had  alluded  in  bringing  for- 
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ward  the  prefent  motion.  The  ex- 
preflion  of  a  vigour  beyond  the 
law,  was,  he  faid,  perfectly  cor- 
red  as  he  had  applied  it.  He  had  faid 
no  more  than  what  was  conveyed 
in  the  maxim  Silent  leges  inter  arma , 
when  it  is  impoffible  to  preferve 
the  forms  of  law,  becaufe  the  op- 
pofite  party  appeals  to  another 
decifion.  A  recourte  to  arms  had 
been  fecfn’ngly  recommended,  and 
he  had,  therefore,  replied  that, 
in  cafe  the  recommendation  was 
adopted,  it  would  be  requifite  for 
the  government  to  maintain  its 
authority  by  difplaying  a  vigour 
beyond  the  law. 

General  Smith’s  motion  was 
fupported  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr. 
M.  A.  Taylor,  Mr.  Fox,  and 
Mr.  Grey:  by  Mr.  Courtenay  in 


a  ftrain  of  ludicrous  and  ironical 
language,  by  the  other  members 
and  particularly  by  Mr.  Fox,  with 
much  argument,  and  much  elo¬ 
quence. 

It  was,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
denied,  that  parliament  had  given 
an  implied  fanftion  to  the  barrack - 
fyftem.  The  cafe  which  was  re¬ 
ferred  to,  as  affording  proof  of 
the  fandtion,  did  not  afford  any 
fuch  proof.  The  motion,  which 
at  that  time  was  made,  was  for 
the  pafling  of  a  refolution  that 
fuch  a  fyftem  of  erefting  barracks, 
as  was  then  entered  upon,  was 
contrary  to  the  practice  and  ex¬ 
ample  of  our  anceftors.  The  houfe 
did  not  negative  the  motion  :  it 
got  rid  of  it  by  the  order  of  the 
day.  The  moft  that  could  be 
drawn  from  this  decifion  was,  that 
it  did  not  difapprove  of  what  was 
immediately  doing  ;  but  certainly 
the  decifion  gave  no  countenance 
whatever  to  the  unauthorized  ex¬ 
penditure  of  public  money.  There 
was,  indeed,  not  a  doubt  that  if 
Parliament  had  known  the  extent 
to  which  minifters  intended  to  go, 
it  would  have  put  a  decided  ne¬ 
gative  upon  the  plan,  as  it  had 
formerly  done  upon  the  Duke 
of  Richmond’s  plan  of  fortifica¬ 
tion. 

It  was,  alfo,  urged,  that  it  was 
not  a  mere  form  which,  in  this 
inftance  was  violated  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  a  fundamental  principle 
of  the  conftitution.  The  confti- 
tution  forbade  money  to  be  raifed 
or  applied  without  the  content  of 
parliament.  Money,  however,  had 
been  fo  applied  by  the  minifters. 

The  patronage  which  the 
barrack  fyftem  gave  to  the 
minifters,  was  afferted  to  be  by 
no  means  an  unimportant  confi- 
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deration,  and,  it  was  added  that, 
there  was  reafon  to  believe  that  a 
part  of  this  patronage  had  been 
exercifed  with  a  view  to  a  general 
eledion. 

The  pretext  that  barracks  were 
neceflary  to  preferve  the  fold  is  rs 
from  f  ditious  principles  was  treat¬ 
ed  as  ridiculous.  Did  foldiers,  it 
was  alked,  never  go  out  when  they 
were  in  barracks  ?  Were  they 
always  kept  under  lock  and  key  ? 
Always  fattened  to  a  chain,  and 
guided  by  their  leaders  ?  Did 
they  never  live  with  their  fami¬ 
lies,  never  mingle  with  the  world 
as  citizens,  and  (hare  alike  the 
Wettings  of  fociety  ?  Was  it  ab- 
folutely  impolfible  to  fcatter  fedi- 
tious  papers  in  the  barracks  ?  Or 
were  minifters  not  inverted  with 
fufficient  power  topunifh  thofe  who 
endeavoured  tofeduce  the  military 
from  their  duty  ? 

The  plan  of  fecluding  the  fol¬ 
diers  from  all  communication  with 
their  fellow  citizens,  was  repre- 
fented  as  unconftitutional,  abomi¬ 
nable  and  highly  dangerous.  It 
tended  to  make  them  mere  ma¬ 
chines,  unfit  for  the  defence  of  a 
free  country.  That  they  ought 
not  to  be  taught  difobedience  was 
admitted  :  but  it  was,  on  the  other 
hand  contended,  that  indifcriini- 
nate  obedience  was  not  the  duty 
of  an  Englifhman,  whether  a  fol- 
dier,  or  any  other  citizen.  The 
example  of  France  was  like  wife 
held  up  as  a  warning  againft  the 
barrack  fyftem.  It  was  contended, 
that  the  mode  in  which  the  French 
army  was  cantoned  out  in  barracks, 
was  a  principal  operative  caufe  in 
producing  the  revolution. 

Our  ancettors,  it  was  faid,  were 
particularly  careful  to  guard  againft 
the  eredion  of  baracks  and  in¬ 
land  fortreflfes  j  and  there  was  cer¬ 
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tainly  no  reafon  why  we  fliould  be 
lefs  fo.  We  feemed,  however,  to 
have  thrown  away  all  that  confti- 
tutional  jealoufy,  which  ought 
ever  to  be  awake  in  a  free  ftate. 
We  had  facrificed  it  to  a  falfe 
alarm.  Yet  the  exorbitant  power 
and  influence  of  the  crown,  in  this 
country,  mutt:  ever  be  pregnant 
with  danger  to  its  liberties.  In 
better  times  the  opinion  was  that 
it  ought  to  be  curtailed,  and  in 
the  prefent  day  was  there  no 
ground  for  a  continual  and  watch¬ 
ful  jealoufy  ? 

The  accounts  of  the  expenditure 
were  not  lefs  clofely  criticized 
than  the  principle  of  the  expen¬ 
diture  itfelf.  They  were  faid  to 
be  vague,  confufed,  and  contra¬ 
dictory.  In  proof  of  this  fome 
items  were  pointed  out  by  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr. 
Grey. 

The  barrack  fyflem  was  warmly 
defended  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  maintained  that 
it  did  not  feparate  the  foldiers 
from  the  reft  of  the  community, 
that  it  was  not  a  novelty  unautho- 
rifed  by  the  conftitution,  and  that 
it  had  in  fad,  though  not  in  words, 
received  a  parliamentary  fandion. 
Mr.  Steele  vindicated  the  accounts 
from  the  charge  of  inaccuracy  and 
inconfiftencv,  and  ftated  the  fum 
which  had  been  expended  in  the 
preceding  year. 

The  houfe  than  divided.  The 
motion  was  loft  by  a  majority  of 
feventy -four ;  the  ayes  being 
twenty-four,  and  the  noes  ninety- 
eight. 

The  fubjed,  neverthelefs,  did 
not  entirely  drop  here.  It  was 
more  than  once  introduced  in  fub- 
fequent  debates,  and  a  motion  was 
even  brought  forward  by  General 
Macleod,  to  procure  the  removal 
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of  foldiers  from  barracks,  in  places 
were  an  election  was  held  for  a 
member  of  parliament.  This  mo¬ 


tion,  however,  the  general,  on  the 
advice  of  his  friends,  was  induced 
to  withdraw. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 


Debates  relative  to  finance.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  announces- 
the  Budget  at  an  early  period.  Petition  from  Mr.  Morgan .  The  Budget 

opened.  New  Taxes.  The  Minifler’s  fate  merit  of  the  reafons  which 
induced  him  to  abandon ,  in  raifing  the  Loan ,  the  principle  of  competition, 
D  iff  a  tisfa  dl  ion  of  the  Members  of  Oppoftion ,  with  rejpedl  to  the  Loan, 
Mr.  TV.  Smith ,  Mr.  Fox ,  and  others ,  controvert  the  fatements  of  the 
Minijhr.  Motion  of  Mr.  IT.  Smith  for  the  Chairman  to  leave  the  Chair, 
It  is  carried  in  the  negative.  Debates  on  the  new  Taxes.  Some  of  the 
Taxes  are  adopted ,  with  little  oppoftion .  Strenuous  oppoftion  to  the  tax 

eu  Legacies.  It  puffs  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  It  is  oppofed  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords ,  but  finally  paffis.  The  Bill  for  taxing  the  collateral 
fucceffian  to  Real  Efiates  meets  with  fuch  a  vigorous  ref  fiance,  that  it  is 
withdrawn  by  the  Minifier.  Mr.  Sheridan  fads  in  an  attempt  to  obtain 
the  fufpenfon  of  the  Legacy  Bill.  Tax  on  Dogs  propofed  by  Mr.  Dent. 
Spirited  and  witty  Debates  in  confequence.  Mr.  Dent's  Bill  is  thrown 
out.  Mr.  TV,  Smith  moves  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to 
enquire  into  the  circumfiances  of  the  late  Loan.  Mr,  Pitt  oppofes  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe ,  and  moves  for  a  Committee  above  Stairs , 
which  is  carried.  The  Lean  Bill  attached  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The 
JMinfiers  require  a  vote  of  Credit  for  Two  Millions  and  a  Half.  W arm 

Debates  in  confequence ,  and  fever e  cenfure  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  Vote  of  Credit  Bill  is  finally  carried.  Protefi  of  the 
Earl  of  Lauderdale  againfi  the  meafure .  > 


T^HE  financial  affairs  of  the 
country  engaged,  during 
th  is  fefhon,  a  very  confiderable 
lhare  of  the  attention  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  gave  rife  to  numerous 
and  animated  debates.  As  early 
as  the  eighteenth  of  November, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
announced  his  purpofe  of  fhortly 
bringing  under  the  view  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  Ways  and 
Means,  or  Budget,  of  the  year. 
Previoufly,  however,  to  the  day 
named  by  the  minifter,  a  petition, 
which  became  fubfequently  a  caufe 
©f  warm  difcuflion,  was  prefen  ted 


to  the  houfe  by  Mr.  W.  Smith.  It 
was  ftgned  by  nearly  two  hundred 
perfons,  who  had  joined,  under 
the  management  of  Mr.  Morgan, 
as  fubferibers  to  a  loan  lift,  on 
the  principle  of  competition,  and 
who  now  complained  that  the  Loan 
had  been  unfairly  difpofed  of 
to  Meffrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  by 
which  ferious  injury  had  been 
done  both  to  themfelves  and  to 
the  public.  They,  therefore, 
called  upon  the  houfe  to  withhold 
its  fan&ion  from  the  contradl, 
which  had  been  entered  into  with 
Meffrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  by  the 

Chancellor 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
The  confideration  of  this  petition 
was  poftponed,  till  the  fitting  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  Budget  was  opened,  on  the 
feventh  of  December,  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  No¬ 
ticing,  in  a  brief  exordium,  the 
difficulty  of  making  at  fo  early  a 
period  an  eftimate  of  the  expences 
of  the  year,  he  affigned  as  his 
jeafon,  for  now  coming  forward 
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with  the  Budget,  that  a  beneficial 
effect  would  moft  probably  be  pro¬ 
duced,  by  (hewing  the  enemy  that 
we  were  amply  provided  with  the 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war. 
Then,  after  having  rapidly  con- 
trafied  the  wretched  fituation  of 
the  French  finances,  and  the  fleu- 
rifhing  fituation  of  the  Britifh,  he 
proceeded  to  lay  before  the  houfe 
the  following  ftatement  of  the 
neceflary  fupplies. 


SUPPLIES. 


Navy — 1 10,000  feamen  -  £.5,720,000 

Ordinary  -  £\  624,1 5  2  1  8 

Extraordinaries  £’.708,400  o  o 


Army — guards,  garrifon,  &c.  "1 
Chelfea,  See*  See,  J 
Extraordinaries 
Foreign  corps 
Sardinian  fubfidy 

Further  extraordinaries  computed  at 


Ordnancce 

Mifcellaneous  fervices,  plantatio; 

Vote  of  credit 

Exchequer 

Annual  addition  to  finking  fund 
Deficiencies  of  grants 


,552  1  8  £. 

s. 

a. 

7*°JM52 

1 

8 

6,104,452 

J4 

$ 

2,646,990 

19 

IQ 

300,000 

200,000 

350,000 

850,000 

0 

O 

*>744,4-7 1 

8 

I 

8c c.  See ,  360,616 

8 

$ 

2,500,000 

0 

O 

-  3,500,000 

0 

O 

200,000 

0 

O 

2>333>00° 

0 

O 

al  £".27,292,083 

1 2 

5 

The  minifier  next  touched  on 
i  each  head  of  the  Ways  and  Means, 


to  meet  this  expenditure,  and  then 
fummed  up  the  whole  as  follows : 


WAYS 
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WAYS  AND  MEANS. 


Land  tax  -  -  4 

Malt  <  -  - 

Growing  produce  of  confolidated  fund  on 
5th  Jan.  1796,  computed  at 
Money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  Dutch  prizes 
Impreft  - 


} 


£. 2,000,000 
750,00® 


2,395,000 

1,000,000 

200,000 


3,595,000 

DeduCl  from  half  year's  interefl  on  new  flock  360,000 

■ - 3, 235, doe 

Exchequer  bills  -  3,500,000 

Loan  -  r  1 8,000,000 


Total  £'.27,485,000 


The  further  fums,  which  would 
Require  to  be  provided  for,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  feflion,  were,  he 
faid  the  Navy  Debt,  which  had 
increafed  to  8,coo,ocol.  in  confe- 
quence  of  circumftances  which  were 
not  likely  to  arife  again.  The 
purchafe  of  India  flips,  and  the 
employment  of  numerous  tranf- 
ports,  had  been  the  chief  caufes  of 
this  increafe.  In  the  enfuing  year, 
however,  he  looked  to  a  faving  of 
at  leaf  two  millions  and  a  half  in 
this  branch.  The  army  extraor¬ 
dinaries  wrould  not  he  thought, 
exceed  the  fumof  two  millions  and 
a  half.  The  whole  fum,  beyond 
the  eftimates,  to  be  incurred  on 
thefe  two  heads,  during  the  year, 
would  be  four  millions.  To  this 
was  to  be  added  a  million  for  corn 
bounties,  though  it  was  very  likely 
that  the  whole  of  it  would  not  be 
expended.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  was  a  fund,  which  might  be 
looked  to  with  confidence,  if  the 
houfe  was  difpofed  to  refer  to  it, 
in  aid  of  the  public  fervice.  This 


was  the  provifion  made  by  the  lot¬ 
tery  for  the  American  loyalifts, 
which,  on  an  average  of  three 
years,  had  produced  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  annually,  and 
from  which  only  twro  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  would  be  due 
after  the  prefent  year.  The  ex* 
ifting  taxes,  both  old  and  new,  he 
declared  to  be  fully  productive, 
and  equal  to  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  were  raifed.  It  only  re¬ 
mained,  therefore,  for  him  to  find 
taxes  to  pay  the  yearly  fum  of 
1, 1 1 1,500k  which  was  the  interefl 
at  61.  3s.  6d.  percent,  on  the  loan 
of  eighteen  millions  for  the  fervice 
of  179 6. 

The  firft  which  he  projeofed  was 
a  tax  on  legacies.  In  Holland, 
this  tax,  he  faid,  hadexifted  with¬ 
out  hardfhip  or  complaint,  and  the 
principle  of  it  was  recognifed  in 
England,  where  a  duty  on  certain 
kinds  of  legacies  had  been  raifed 
for  a  confiderable  time.  It  was 
his  intention  to  extend  it  to  all 
legacies,  except  thofe  to  widows 
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ind  to  lineal  defcendants.  The 
:ax  would  operate  on  the  capital 
jequeathed,  and  the  proportion 
vould  be  two  per  cent,  on  the  firft 
:ollateral  branch  ;  three  per  cent, 
an  firft  coufins ;  four  per  cent,  on 
fecond  coufins ;  and  fix  per  cent, 
an  more  remote  relations,  and  on 
Grangers.  In  calculating  at  the 
lowed;  rate  the  property  of  the 
kingdom,  he  computed  the  value 
of  the  landed  property  to  be  feven 
hundred  millions,  and  of  the  per- 
fonal  property  to  be  fix  hundred 
millions.  By  reference  to  the  re¬ 
cord*  of  the  ecelefiaftical  courts 
of  Canterbury  and  York,  it  had, 
he  faid,  been  found,  that  one-fifth 
of  the  former  property,  and  one 
third  of  the  latter,  went  to  colla¬ 
teral  branches.  Taking,  there¬ 
fore,  the  medium  of  one-fourth, 
the  tax  would  give  two  hundred 
and  ninety-four  thoufand  pounds, 
from  which  muft  be  deduced  the 
prefen t  legacy  duty,  of  forty-four 
thoufand  pounds,  leaving  for  the 
amount  of  the  new  tax  the  fum  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds. 

The  fecond  tax  which  he 
brought  forward  was  an  addition 
of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  affeffed 
taxes,  which  would  produce  one 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds. 

From  doubling  the  duty  on 
horfes  ufed  for  pleafure,  he  expect¬ 
ed  a  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
pounds,  and  from  a  fmall  tax,  of 
two  fhillings,  on  horfes  kept  for 
induftry,  the  fum  of  a  hundred 
thoufand  pounds, 

Tobacco  he  confidered  as  clear¬ 
ly  an  article  of  luxury.  1  he  con- 
fumption  of  it  had  increafed,  and 
he,  therefore,  thought  it  would 
bear  an  additional  import  of  four 
pence  per  pound ;  which  would 
'Vos..  XXXVIII, 
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give  an  increafe  of  a  hundred  and 
feventy  thouCnd  pounds  to  the 
revenue. 

A  new  duty,  of  two  pence  half¬ 
penny  per  yard,  upon  primed  ca¬ 
licoes,  he  eftimated  at  a  hundred 
and  thirty-five  thoufand  pounds. 

From  a  regulation  of,  which 
would  not  be  an  addition  to,  the 
duties  on  fait,  he  looked  for  thirty- 
two  thoufand  pounds. 

The  laft  article  was  fugar.  By 
reducing  only  one-fourth  the  draw¬ 
back  upon  this  commodity,  a  hav¬ 
ing  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  pounds  would,  he  faid, 
be  effedled. 

The  total  amount  of  thefe  taxes 
was  eleven  hundred  and  twenty- 
feven  thoufand  pounds,  which, 
however,  he  fet  down  at  only  ele¬ 
ven  hundred  and  twenty  .T.oufand  ; 
being  five  thoufand  pounds  more 
than  would  be  wanted  to  difcharge 
the  intereft  of  the  loan. 

Having  gone  through  this  part 
of  the  fubjedl,  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded 
to  a  defence  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  adled  with  refpedl  to 
the  late  bargains  for  the  loan, 
which  as  we  have  feen,  was  Itrong- 
ly  impeached  by  the  petition  re¬ 
cently  prefented  to  the  houfe.  The 
terms,  upon  which  the  loan  had 
been  obtained,  he  held  up  as  high¬ 
ly  advantageous  to  the  country. 
The  yearly  intereft  was,  he  faid, 
only  four  pounds  thirteen  fhillings 
and  fixpence,  which  together  with 
the  proviiion  for  the  gradual  re¬ 
duction  of  the  capital,  made  the 
whole  fum  amount  to  little  more 
than  fix  per  cent.  Contrafting 
thefe  terms  with  thofe  of  the 
loans  made  during  and  after  the 
American  war,  and  likewife  with 
the  terms  of  the  loan  for  1795, 
he  contended  that  they  were  wor- 
[C/]  .  thy 
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thy  of  praife,  for  their  extraordina¬ 
ry'  cheapnefs ;  and  he  confidered  it 
as  a  fubjeft  of  triumph,  that,  in 
the  fourth  year  or  an  expend ve 
war,  he  had  been  able  to  procure  a 
loan  of  eighteen  millions  at  fuch 
jeafonable  intered. 

With  refpeft  to  the  circurndance 
which  he  was  aware  would  excite 
moll  animadverfion,  that  of  his 
having  abandoned  the  principle  of 
competition,  he  Hated  that  he  was 
under  the  necefhty  of  doing  fo,  or 
©f  breaking  in  upon  a  principle  of 
public  fakh,  materially  connected 
with  our  permanent  credit.  It 
was  originally  his  wilh  that  the 
prefent  loan,  like  former  loans, 
fhould  be  conduced  in  the  way  of 
competition.-  Some  time-  ago, 
however,  he  had  heard  it  fugged- 
ed,  that  the  gentlemen  connected 
with  the  laft  loan  had  a  right  to 
a  preference  in  any  loan  to  be 
made,  till  all  the  dividends  of  the 
preceding,  loan  were  paid  off.  He 
had  lately  received1  a  formal  notice 
of  the  pretenfions  of  the  contrac¬ 
tors.  The  pretenfions  were  reded 
on  two  grounds  ;  fird,  that,  in  no 
indance  had  a  new  loan  been  ccn- 
tratfled  for,  till  all  the  payments 
of  the  former  loan  had  been  dis¬ 
charged  ;  and  fecondly,  that  he 
fiimfelf,  in  negotiating  the  lad 
loan,  had  promifed,  on  condition’ 
of  their  paying  the  final  dividend 
at  an  earlier  period  than  ufual,  that 
he  would  not  negotiate  another 
loan  before  their  contract  was  ful¬ 
filled.  By  a  reference,  he  faid,  to 
the  governor  ol  the  bank,  he  found 
that  the  fa£fsj  were  accurately 
dated  by  the  contractors,  and  he 
was,  therefore,  convinced  that  he 
could  not,  confidently1  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  public  faith,  and  to 
hi  3  own  character,  con  trad  for  a 


new  loan  without  their  con  fen 
Yet  he  confidered  it  as  politic,  by 
an  early  difplay  of  our  refrurces,  to 
drike  terror  into,  and  thus  difpofe 
to  peace,  an  enemy  who  was  already 
tottering  on  the  very  verge,  or 
rather  fallen  into  the  very  gulph  of 
bankruptcy.  A  loan  mud  confe- 
quently  be  raifed  without  delay. 
In  this  fit  nation  of  things  the  con» 
tradors  were  willing  to  enter  into' 
a  competition  of  offers,  referving 
to  themfelves  the  option  of  taking 
the  loan  on  terms  one-half  percent, 
more  beneficial  to  the  public  than 
the  lowed,  terms  offered  by  any 
rival  contrador ;  or,  in  cafe  this 
fhould  prevent  others  from  bidding, 
they  were  willing  to  take  the  loan 
on  fuch  terms  as  fhould  be  fixed  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
himfelf.  When  the  negotiation 
was  opened,  Mr.  Morgan  refufeci 
to  bid,,  and  the  bargain  was,  there¬ 
fore,  concluded  with  Meffrs.  Boyd* 
and  Co.,  according  to  the  mode 
which  they  had  fuggeded.  . 

The  dateinent  made  by  the  mi- 
nider  was  lidened  to  with  much 
fcepticifm  by  the  members  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe.  Mr.  W, 
Smith  took  the  lead  in  oppofition, 
and  was  powerfully  feconded  by 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Sheridan, Mr,  Huf- 
fey,  and  Mr.  Jekyl,  alfo  joined  in 
pointedly  animadverting  on  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt.  With  the 
view  of  entering  on  an  enquiry 
into  the  manner  in  which,  the  loan 
had  been  contradled  lor,  Mr.  W« 
Smith  moved  that,  after  the  refo- 
1  ut ion  for  granting  eighteen  mil¬ 
lions  was  agreed  to,  the  chairman 
fhould  report  progrefs,  and  leave 
the  chair.  This  gave  rife  to  a 
warm  debate. 

Though  the  opponents  of  the 
ioan  difelaimed  the  idea  of  charg- 

iog 
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ing  the  minifter  with  fraud,  they 
maintained  that  the  tranfa&ion  was 
liable  to  great  fufpicion,  and  that 
the  reafons  which  he  had  urged  in 
his  defence  were  by  no  means  fatis- 
fa&ory.  That  the  loan,  even  fupa 
pofing  the  bufinefs  to  have  been 
fairly  conduced,  was  procured  on 
advantageous  terms,  they  ftrenu- 
oufly  denied  ;  affirming,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the.  money  might 
have  been  borrowed  at  two  per 
cent,  lefs  ;  and,  in  fupport  of  this 
affertion,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mor¬ 
gan  was  read  to  the  houfe.  The 
railing  of  the  whole  eighteen  milli¬ 
ons  in  the  three  per  cents*  was  alfo 
cenfured.  They  refufed  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  abandoned  the 
principle  of  competition  merely 
becaufe  he  thought  himfeif  bound 
by  the  promile  which  he  had 
given,  on  a  former  occafion  ;  and 
they  j ullified  their  difbelief  by 
remarking  that  it  was  highly  im¬ 
probable  that  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  could  have  forgotten  fuch  a 
a  promife,  if  it  had  really  been 
made.  That  he  had,  however, 
forgotten  it  was  certain,  both 
from  his  own  confeffion,  and  from 
his  having  originally  intended  to 
obtain  the  loan  by  open  compe¬ 
tition.  With  refpeft  to  the  amount 
of  the  final  payment  which  re¬ 
mained  due  upon  the  loan  of  1795, 
and  which  had  been  Hated  at  five 
millions,  they  contended  that  it 
was  in  reality  no  more  than 
477,0o°l.  j  as  though  there  was  a 
fum  of  five  millions  which  was  not 
wtiiten  on  the  bank  books,  it  was 
well  known  that  more  than  fonr 
millions  had  been  difpofed  of  in 
the  market.  The  only  lofs,  there¬ 
fore,  which  could  poffibly  have 
been  fuftained,  would  have  been 
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upon  lcfs  than  half  a  million.  They 
remarked,  too,  that  none  of  the 
fubferibers  to  the  preceding  loan 
had  come  forward  to  complain.  It 
was,  however,  the  fubferibers  alone, 
not  the  contra&or,  merely  an  often- 
fible  perfon,  who  could  have  any 
right  of  complaint.  To  them,  if 
to  any  body,  rhe  promife  muft,  in 

fad,  have'  been  given.  Yet  the 
loan  had  been  bellowed  on  Meffrs. 
Boyd  and  Co.  who  this  year  had 
an  entirely  different  lift  of  fubferib¬ 
ers  ;  fo  that  the  engagement,  faid 
to  have  been  entered  into,  was 
fubftantially,  though  not  apparently 
violated.  If  any  preference  were 

due,  it  was,  they  laid,  due  to 
Mr.  Morgan,  who,  three  years  ago, 
had  fuftained  lofs  by  the  minifter 
negociating  a  fecond  loan  before 
the  firft  was  completed.  Several 
circumftances  in  the  tranfa&iora 
were  likewife  noticed  by  them,  as 
affording  caufe  for  fufpicion.  A 
rumour  had,  they  faid,  been  long 
prevalent,  that  Meffrs.  Boyd  and 
Co.  were  fure  of  the  loan.  They 
alfo  thought  it  ftrange,  that  the 
minifter  had  inftantly  clofed  the 
bargain,  inftead  of  allowing  the 
ufual  time  to  intervene  between 
the  beginning  and  the  conclufion  of 
it  ;  and  they  added  that  there  was 
fomething,  not  eafilv  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  in  Mr.  Boyd  ventur* 
ing  to  allow  the  minifter  to  dictate 
the  terms  of  the  loan.  Such  ex¬ 
treme  generofity,  fuch  a  boldnefs 
of  confidence,  feemed  to  prove  ra¬ 
ther  too  much.  Mr.  Jekyl  fpoke 
with  more  plainnefs,  and  nfferted 
politively  that  Mr.  Boyd  had  been 
favoured  on  this  occafion  in  con- 
quence  of  his  having  previously  af- 
fifted  the  minifter,  by  negociating 
certain  illegal  bills,  the  circulation 
of  which  was  a  fcandalous  and  dif- 

[U  2]  graceful 
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graceful  trick,  unworthy  of  a 
ftat<  fman. 

The  queftion  being  put,  that  the 
chairman  fhould  leave  the  chair, 
it  was  negatived,  bv  a  majority 
of  2  i o  ;  the  ayes  being  27  and 
the  noes  237. 

Some  difeuffion  rook  place  on  the 
following  day,  whi  n  the  report  of 
the  refolutions  was  brought  up  by 
Mr.  Hobart,  from  the  committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  The  tax  on 
horfes  was  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.Curwen,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner,  and 
o  hers,  as  likely  robe  productive  of 
•very  injurious  confequences  to. agri¬ 
culture,  unlefs  greatly  modified, 
before  it  received  the  fanCtion  of 
the  houfe.  With  refpeCt  to  the 
duty  on  tobacco,  Mr.  Fox  urged 
that  to  tax  luxuries  was  certainly 
light,  if  the  tax  could  be  framed 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fall  on  the 
rich  alone.  In  the  prefent  cafe, 
the  rich  and  the  poor  were  fo 
blended  togerher,  as  confumerj 
of  tobacco,  that  the  former  could 
not  be  taxed  without  the  latter. 
His  mind,  he  faid,  revolted  above 
all  things  againft  inflicting  tax¬ 
ation  upon  the  innocent  luxuries  of 
the  poor.  So  narrow  was  the 
circle  of  their  enjoyments,  that  to 
break  in  upon  them  was  an  aCt  of 
cruelty.  By  a  few  of  the  mem* 
hers,  conneded  with  the  Weft 
India  commerce,  obfervations  were 
made  on  the  propofed  diminution 
of  drawback  upon  fugars,  but 
no  oppofttion  was  offered  to  the 
meafure.  The  tax  on  collate¬ 
ral  fucceflron  was  not  fo  fortunate. 
It  called  forth,  from  various  quar¬ 
ters,  feveral  remarks,  which  plainly 
fhewed  that  it  would  not  be  fuf- 
fered  to  pafs  into  a  law,  without 


encountering  a  powerful  refift* 
ance. 

When  the  refolution  for  allow® 
ing  fix  (hillings  arid  fixpence  long 
annuity  to  the  loan  fubferibers 
was  moved,  Mr.  Hufley  moved 
an  amendment,  to  reduce  to  four 
(hillings  and  fixpence,  the  fum  to 
be  allowed.  This  amendment 
was  fupporred  by  Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Grey,  who 
re-ftared  their  former  arguments 
againft  the  manner  in  which  the 
bufinefs  of  the  loan  had  been  fet¬ 
tled.  The  amendment,  however, 
was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 
In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeeeh,  Mr, 
Grey  farcaftically  obferved,  that 
various  parliaments  had  been  cha¬ 
racterised  by  various  epithets  5 
one  had  been  called  parliamentian 
dodum^  another,  parhamentum  in- 
dodum  ;  the  prefent  ought  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  denomination  of  parlia¬ 
ment  tim  incorruptum ,  as  deferving 
of  peculiar  confidence,  fince  it 
had  refuted  all  enquiry’  into  fuf. 
picious  loans,  or  whatever  elfe 
might  reafonably  be  confidered  as 
an  objeCt  of  fufpicion. 

When  the  taxes  came  feparately 
under  the  view  of  the  houfe,  feveral 
objections  were  again  ftarted.  The 
tax  on  tobacco  was  refilled,  as  be- 
fore,  on  the  ground  of  its  bearing 
hard  upon  the  pooreft  claftes,  whom 
it  deprived  of  an  innocent  luxury. 
On  the  fuggeftion  of  general  Tarle- 
ton,  claufes  were  added  to  extend 
to  foldiers,  on  board  tranfports, 
the  privilege,  already  enjoyed  by 
the  navy,  of  purchasing  tobacco 
free  from  duty.  In  the  horfe  duty 
bill  claufes  were  a Ifo  introduced, 
tc  exempt  horfes  of  trifling  value, 
and  farmers  of  fmall  property, 
from  the  operation  of  the  tax. 

,  The 
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■The  red uft ion  of  (he  drawback  on 
fugar  was  agreed  to,  with  the 
fingle  d  ifT'nting  op  nion  of  Sir 
William  Pultenev,  who  repr  fenred 
it  as  beirg  in  effect  a  heavy  land 
tax  upon  the  whole  of  our  Weft 
Ind  an  polfeflions. 

Looktng  torward,  perhaps,  to 
the  confequences  which  u  rimately 
hap.ened,  ’he  m:nifter  divided  the 
collateral  fucceftion  duty  into  two 
branches,  each  of  which  was  made 
the  fubjeft  of  a  feparate  bill. 
The  oill  tor  taxing  legacies  was 
the  firft  which  was  introduced,  and 
was  ftreneoufly  refilled  in  every 
ftage  of  its  progrefs.  Mr.  Alder¬ 
man  Newnham  took  the  lead  in 
oppofmg  it,  and  he  was  powerfully 
feconded  by  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey, 
and  other  members.  They  con¬ 
tended  chat  the  meafure  was  at 
once  unnatural,  opprelfive,  and  in¬ 
quisitorial,  and  that  it  was  meant 
to  pave  the  way  for  a  tax  upon 
property,  defcending  in  a  d  reT 
line.  No  reafon,  indeed,  could, 
they  faid,  well  he  given,  why  the 
princ  p  e  fhould  not  be  applied  to 
dired,  as  well  as  to  collateral  fuc- 
ceflion.  It  was  unnatural,  becaufe 
it  was  a  heavy  tax  on  the  bounty 
of  a  raa  to  a  faithful  friend,  or 
domeftie  and,  whfch  was  far  worre, 
on  his  parental  affeCTon  for  a  na¬ 
tural  child,  who  by  this  bill  was 
placed  in  the  fame  fi  tuition  as  a 
perfed  ftranger.  Befid  s,  they 
urged  that  this  circumftance  of 
confidering  an  illegitimate  child 
as  a  ftranger  would  be  produdive 
of  a  fcene  of  confufion,  and  of  end- 
lefs  litigation  ;  fince,  as  the  ad 
made  a  difference  in  the  rate  of 
taxation,  between  remote  rela¬ 
tions,  and  perfons  having  no 
affinity  with  the  teftator,  it  would 
be  neceflary  to  afcertain  the  legi- 
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timucy  of  the  grand-father,  as  well 
as  of  the  father  of  a  legatee.  That 
if  was  oppreffive,  a  ihoufand  ar¬ 
guments  might,  they  declared, 
be  brought  to  prove.  One,  how¬ 
ever.  would  be  fufficient.  By  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  deaths  in  a 
family  the  fame  property  might  be 
liable  to  be  taxed  five  or  fix  times 
in  a  year.  In  rbe  cafe  of  officers, 
expofed  to  the  epidem  cal  diforders 
of  tropical  climates,  the  whole 
of  their  property  might  be  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  the  tax.  England, 
rhey  faid,  was  perhaps  the  beft 
country  in  the  world  to  live  in, 
but,  if  the  bill  paTed,  it  would 
certainly  be  the  worft  ro  die  in. 
But  it  was  the  inquifitorial  nature 
of  the  meafure,  which  met  with 
the  largeft  lhare  of  reproba¬ 
tion,  There  were,  it  was  urged, 
many  circumftances  which  men 
engaged  in  mercantile  concerns 
might  fairly  and  prudently  wifh 
to  conceal,  even  from  a  partner  in 
trade ;  yet,  by  this  bill,  every 
thins*  was  to  lie  expofed  to  the 
public  at  large.  W1  en  any  part¬ 
ner  m  a  bufinefs  died,  and  left  his 
property  among  his  relations,  go¬ 
vernment,  if  unfatisfied  with  the 
ftatements  given  by  the  executors, 
might  infift  upon  examining  the 
whole  of  the  accounts.  Every 
man’s  warehoufe  might  be  fearch* 
ed,  the  books  in  his  counting- 
houfe  infpedted,  and  the  cxa& 
ftate  of  his  affairs  difclofed  to  the 
world.  The  worft  confequences 
might  refult  from  fuch  a  difclo- 
fure  In  addition  to  all  this,  it 
w<;s  contended  that  the  tax  was  in 
reality  a  tax  upon  capital,  a  fort 
of*  tax  which  the  beft  writers  upon 
political  economy  condemned  as 
of  the  moft  objectionable  kind. 
On  thefe  grounds,  and  likewife 
3]  that 
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that  the  other  bill,  which  was 
the  counter-part  of  this,  might  be 
brought  together  under  the  view 
pf  the  houfe,  the  opponents  of  the 
meafure  moved  for  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  debate,  after  having 
been  foiled  in  an  attempt  to  get 
entirely  rid  of  the  bill. 

The  defence  of  the  tax  was  un¬ 
dertaken  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  attorney  and 
folicitor  general,  Witti  refpeft 
to  the  principle  of  the  tax,  they 
alleged,  that  it  was  fully  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  exifting  legacy  duty. 
The  prefen t  bill  had  moreover 
the  merit  of  removing  feveral 
difficulties,  which  flood  in  the  way 
pf  the  execution  of  former  legacy 
laws.  That  any  intention  was  en¬ 
tertained  of  laying  an  import  upon 
direct  fucceffion  was  unequivocally 
difclaimed.  As  to  the  inquirtto- 
rial  nature  of  the  plan,  they  re¬ 
plied,  that  if  the  right  of  infpec- 
tion  into  private  concerns  was  an 
evil,  it  was  an  evil  to  which 
mercantile  men  were  already  fub- 
jefted,  and  which  had  not  yet 
produced  thofe  fatal  effects  to  com¬ 
mercial  credit,  which  were  now 
predicted  as  a  neceflary  confe- 
quence.  But  they  denied  that  the 
bill  before  the  Houfe  gave  inquifi- 
torial  powers  to  the  commiffioners 
pf  rtamps.  The  commiffioners  were 
only  authorized  to  concur  in  an 
enquiry,  when  it  was  demanded  by 
the  legatee,  and  therefore,  if  there 
was  any  hardfhip  it  muft  be  volun¬ 
tary.  The  objection  which  was  made 
with  refpeft  to  natural  children, 
was  particularly  anfwered  by  the 
Attorney  General,  who  declared, 
that  the  aft  was  lenient,  when 
compared  with  other  ads,  fince 
if  the  tertator  ftated  the  legatee 
to  be  his  child,  though  illegiti¬ 


mate,  it  would  enjoy  the  except 
tionin  favour  of  the  lineal  defeen-r, 
which,  as  the  law  actually  flood, 
was  not  the  cafe.  No  claufe, 
however,  of  this  purport,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  bill.  Nor  does  it 
appear  probable  that  the  law  would 
confider  the  declaration  of  a  fa¬ 
ther,  as  Efficient  to  give  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  legitimacy  to  his  natural 
children.  The  motion  for  ad¬ 
journment  was  negatived,  and  the 
bill  parted  through  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

In  the  Lords,  the  bill  called 
forth  great  afperity  of  cenfure 
from  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale.  His 
lordfh ip  not  only  re-urged,  with 
much  forefe,  the  objections  brought 
forward  in  the  other  houfe,  hut  at¬ 
tacked  the  whole  fcheme,  as  hav¬ 
ing  an  inevitable  tendency,  and  as 
being  perhaps  dertgned,  to  deftroy 
the  dignity  and  independence  of 
the  peerage,  by  reducing  the  Peers 
to  beggary.  In  procefs  of  time 
the  tax  would,  he  faid,  fwallow  up 
and  annihilate  the  fortunes  of 
their  lordfhips’  collateral  heirs, 
who  might  fucceed  to  their  titles. 
Lord  Grenville  and  the  Bifhop  of 
Rochefter  defended  the  tax,  and 
the  latter  fhewed  by  calculations 
that  the  fears  entertained  by  Lord 
Lauderdale  of  the  impoverifhment 
of  the  nobility  were  wholly 
groundlefs.  The  bill  finally  parted 
without  a  divifion. 

When  the  bill  for  taxing  the 
fucceffion  to  real  ertates  was 
brought  in,  which  was  not  till 
late  in  the  feffion,  it  was  ftill  more 
decidedly  oppofed  than  its  com¬ 
panion  bill  had  been.  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Francis,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  Mr.  Baftard,  and  Sir 
William  Pultcney  were  among  its 
mort  active  opponents.  All  thofe 
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rffijedUons  which  had  been  urged 
againft  the  former  bill,  and.  which 
could  be  brought  to  bear  againft 
this,  were  re- urged  with  in  ere  a  fed 
energy.  To  thefe  were  added 
fuclt  as  were  peculiar  to  the  m ca¬ 
l' u  re.  The  tax  was  affirmed  to  be 
a  partial  and  bad  mode  of  levying 
a  land  tax,  which  the.perfons  com¬ 
ing  into  poffeffion  of  landed  pro¬ 
perty  would  be  unable  to  pay, 
without  mortgaging  their  eftates. 
The  fyftem  on  which  it  was  form¬ 
ed,  if  adled  upon  to  its  full  extent, 
and  who  could  fay  that  this  would 
■not  be  done,  would,  they  faid, 
enable  the  ft  ate  to  feize  upon  the 
whole  property  of  the  -country 
gentlemen,  and  to  make  them  be¬ 
come,  for  a  livelihood,  the  tools 
of  a  minifter.  Of  all  the  fpeeches 
on  this  occafton,  that  of  Mr. 
Francis  was  moft  diftinguilhed  for 
eloquence  and  argument.  Concur, 
ring  in  all  the  reafons  which  his 
friends  advanced  againft  the  bill, 
he  chiefly  oppofed  it  on  the  high 
ground  of  its  being  dangerous  to 
the  freedom  and  conllitution  of  the 
country.  He  remarked,  in  the  fkil 
place,  that,  not  operating  immedi¬ 
ately,  but  applying  to  cafes  and 
htuations  which  did  not  inftantly 
exift,  and  which  individuals  might 
therefore  hope  were  remote  from 
themfelves.,  it  annihilated  that  juft 
and  rational  check,  which  the  con- 
ftitution  relied  on,  in  favour  of  the 
■fubjedl,  namely,  that  the  repre- 
fentative  would  not,  without  a 
clear  neceffity,  impofe  exorbitant 
taxes  on  his  conftituents,  as  long 
as  he  fhared  diredlly,  and  alike 
with  thofe  who  were  to  pay.  The 
members  of  the  houfe,  however, 
would  not  bear  this  equal  fhare, 
as  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
already  inpoffeffion  of  all  they  had 


ever  expedled.  In  the  fecond 
place  be  obferved,  that  another 
check  upon  unjuft  taxation  was  sre- 
moved,  by  the  tax  not  adting  at 
once  on  the  whole  community, 
but  fucceffively  upon  individuals, 
and  thus  preventing  that  united 
opposition  which  all  would  make 
to  an  iniquitous  impoft,  when  all 
were  at  the  fame  moment  aggrieved 
by  it.  But  the  worft  evil  of  the 
meafuxehe  confldered  to  arife  from 
the  tax  being  intended  to  operate 
hereafter,  in  (lead  of  at  prefen  t. 
If  we  could,  he  .faid,  fhift  the 
burthens  off  our  own  fheulders, 
what  guard  would  there  be  left 
againft  the  moft  profligate  wafte  of 
the  public  fortune  ?  Were  it  poffible 
to  provide  for  the  expences  of  a  war, 
'by  taxes  -which  were  not  to  be 
paid  till  twenty  years  hence,  few 
perfons,  he  feared,  would  care 
what  was  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
, pence,  or  what  were  the  pernicious 
confequences  which  refulted  from 
the  war. 

The  friends  of  the  meafure  were 
few  in  number,  and  did  not  make 
any  vigorous  exertions.  They 
contended  that  many  of  the  ob_- 
jediions  which  bad  been  urged 
againft  the  bill  were  without  foun¬ 
dation,  and  that  others  were  greatly 
exaggerated,  and  they  infilled  that 
the  tax  could  not  prove  eppreffive- 
or  injurious  in  the  High  reft  degree. 
On  each  divifton  the  majority  of 
the  minifter  was  diminifhed  in 
numbers,  and  when  the  queftion 
was  put  for  the  third  reading,  it 
was  carried  by  only  two  votes  ; 
the  noes  being  fcriy-fix,  and  the 
ayes  forty-eight.  Mr.  Sheridan 
then  moved  to  poll  pone  it  for 
three  months,  which  was  negatived 
by  a  Angle  vote.  A  motion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to 
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put  off  till  next  day  the  third 
reading,  was  carried  by  the  call- 
ing  vote  of  the  fpeak  r. 

On  the  next  day  the  minifter 
himfelf  moved  the  poflponement 
for  thiee  months,  which  was  agreed 
to.  The  fuccefsful  refiftance  made 
in  this  cafe,  induced  the  members 
in  oppofition  to  attempt  to  obtain 
a  bill  for  virtually  repealing  the 
tax  on  perfonal  property  ;  which, 
they  contended,  ought  not  to  be 
enforced,  while  landed  property 
was  exemut  from  taxation.  in 
this,  however,  they  met,  both  in 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  with  a 
complete  failure,  the  bills  brought 
in  by  them  being  rejected  without 
a  divifi  n.  A  profeft  was,  on 
this  occafion,  entered  on  the 
journals  of  the  Lords  by  the  Earl 
Lauderdale. 

It  is  not  often  that  the  dry 
and  repulfive  fubjed  of  taxation 
affords  an  opportunity  for  the  dis¬ 
play  of  pleafantry  and  wit.  Such 
an  opportunity  was,  however, 
now  afforded  by  a  financial  pro- 
pofition  in  aid  of  the  fupplies.  The 
proportion  was  for  a  tax  upon 
dogs.  T  he  id<“a  was  fuggeffed  in 
the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
by  Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner,  and 
was  taken  up  by  Mr.  Dent,  who 
difplayed  „n  almoft  ludicrous  eager- 
nefs  upon  ihe  fubjed,  and  feemed 
difpo'ed  to  preach  a  general  ex- 
terminarory  crufade  again!!  the 
canine  r  ice.  He  himfelf  eflimated 
at  a  million  the  number  of  dogs 
which  would  be  deftrpyed.  in  con¬ 
fluence  of  the  tax,  A  confider- 
able  proportion  of  the  tax  he  pro- 
poled  to  apply  tp  parochial  pun- 
pofes.  Petitions  again!!  the  dogs 
were  procured  from  feveral  'owns  ; 
and  the  danger  of  hydrophobia,  the 
great  ddlrudipn  of  fheep  by  vi¬ 


cious  curs,  and  the  monftrous  ex- 
pence  of  maintaining  the  prefent 
multitude  of  dogs,  were  vehement- 
lv  urged  in  argument  by  the  par- 
tifa  ns  of  the  tax.  For  a  poor 
man  to  keep  a  dog  they  confidered 
as  an  ad  of  unpardonable  extra¬ 
vagance,  and  their  avowed  defign 
was  to  compel  ihe  flaugh  er  of 
thofe  dogs  which  belonged  to  the 
poorer  clafles  of  the  people. 

This  fweep  ng  fentence,  de¬ 
nounced  again!!  the  dogs  of  the 
poor,  was  fatal  to  the  bill.  Mr. 
Pin,  Mr,  Windham,  Mi.  Sheridan, 
and  Mr.  Courtenay  forcibly  re¬ 
probated  the  barbarity  of  obliging 
the  poor  man  to  dpfttpv  his  faith¬ 
ful  companion,  and  the  play-fellow 
of  his  children.  Mr.  Sheridan, 
in  particular,  attacked  the  bill 
withfuch  poignancy  of  wit  that  the 
houfe  was  in  a  roar  of  laughter, 
during  the  whole  of  his  fpeech. 
Nor  was  he  kfs  fuccef  fill  in  ex- 
poling  its  abfurdity  ad  cruelty. 
It  was  unanimoufly  thrown  our. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
however,  fubfequently  brought 
forward  the  tax,  with  modifica¬ 
tions,  by  which  it  was  rendered  an 
unobjedionable  meafure, 

Piflatisfied  as  the  members  on 
the  lide  of  oppofition  were  with 
the  mode  in  which  the  loan  had 
been  negoejated,  no  additional 
ftimqlus  was  neceflary,  to  induce 
them  to  enter  into  a  more  regular 
and  detailed  inveftigation  of  the 
fubjed!  than  they  had  been  able  to 
do  on  the  night  when  the  budget 
was  opened.  If,  however,  fuch 
a  flimulus  had  been  wanting,  it 
would  have  been  abundantly  fup. 
plied  by  the  circumftance  of  the 
mil  ifter  bringing  down  to  the 
houfe  the  meflage  refpedling  peace, 
which  we  have  mentioned  in  a  pre-, 
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ceding  chapter.  The  natural  ef¬ 
fect  of  this  meflage  was  an  imme¬ 
diate  and  great  rife  in  the  price  of 
flocks,  and  a  confequent  enormous 
profit  to  the  loan  contradors  and 
iubfcribers. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  December, 
Mr.  W.  Smith  brought  forward  a 
motion  for  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  enquire  into  the 
fads  of  the  loan.  He  was  fupport- 
ed  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan, 
the  latter  of  whom  aflerted  that 
the  loan  was  replete  with  foulnefs, 
falsehood,  tiick,  and  connivance. 
The  melTage  refpeding  peace  was 
a  fubjed  which  particularly  called 
forth  the  moft  pointed  animadver- 
fions. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  vindicated  his  condud,  and 
confented  to  an  enquiry,  declaring 
that  he  was  thankful  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  mover  for  bringing  for¬ 
ward  the  motion.  To  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  whole  houfe,  however, 
he  faid,  that  he  could  not  agree, 
as  fueh  a  committee,  by  putting 
a  flop  to  other  bufinefs,  would  be 
attended  with  much  public  incon¬ 
venience.  He  therefore  propofed 
a  committee  above  flairs,  at  which 
all  who  pleafed  to  attend  fhould 
have  votes. 

This  propofal  of  a  committee  up 
flairs  by  no  means  met  with  the 

j 

approbation  of  fome  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  in  oppofition.  A  committee 
of  that  kind  would,  they  predicted, 
produce  nothing  but  a  partial  re¬ 
port,  and  would  certainly  defeat 
enquiry.  Mr.  Smith’s  propofition 
was,  neverthelefs,  negatived  by  a 
majority  of  thirty-feven,  and  that 
ot  the  minifler  was  adopted. 

The  party  hoftile  to  adminiftra- 
tion  having  fucceeded  in  making 
the  loan  a  particular  fubject  of 
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difeuffion,  the  loan  bill  was  fufFered 
to  pafs  unoppofed,  through  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  In  the  Lords, 
however,  the  bill  was  warmly  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale, 
who  thought  the  bufinefs  fufficient. 
ly  important  to  authorife  his  mov¬ 
ing,  that  the  peers  fhould  be  fum- 
moned  to  attend  upon  the  fecond 
reading.  When  the  bill  was  read 
a  fecond  time,  his  lordfhip  re¬ 
flated  at  fome  length,  many  of  the 
arguments  which  had  been  urged  in 
the  other  houfe,  and  particularly 
dwelt  upon  the  meflage  refpeding 
peace,  the  bringing  dovvn  of  which 
to  the  houfe,  at  fuch  a  period,  he 
confidered  as  a  preconcerted  fcheme, 
coriuptly  intended  to  put  money 
into  the  pockets  of  the  minifter’s 
favourites,  who  had  a  concern  in 
loan.  The  terms  upon  which  the 
loan  was  raifed  were  defended  by 
Lord  Grenville,  who,  likewife,  de¬ 
nied  that  there  was  any  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  charge  of  miniflers 
having  brought  forward  the  mef- 
fage  from  corrupt  motives. 

The  bill  patTed  without  further 
oppofition. 

Before  the  coming  on  of  the 
final  debate  on  the  loan,  another 
clrcumftance  occurred,  which,  in 
both  houfes,  gave  rife  to  much  fe- 
vere  animadverfion.  It  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  ufual  for  the  miniflers 
to  wait  till  nearly  the  clofe  of  the 
fefiion,  before  they  called  upon  the 
houfe  to  grant  them  the  cuftomary 
vote  of  credit.  On  the  prefent 
occafion,  however,  little  more  than 
half  the  fefiion  had  elapfed  when 
the  vote  of  credit  bill  was  brought 
forward.  Such  a  departure  from 
long  eftablilhed  practice  was  not 
likely  to  efcape  the  notice  of  thofe 
gentlemen  who  were  hoftile  to  ad- 
miniftration.  Nor  did  it.  Ac- 

coidingly. 
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cordingly,  on  the  nineteenth  of 
February,  when  the  order  of  the 
•day  was  moved  far  the  third  read¬ 
ing  of  the  report  on  the  vote  of 
credit  bill,  Mr.  Grey  made  a 
motion,  that  the  confideration  of 
the  report  fhouid  be  adjourned  for 
three  weeks.  Votes  of  the  kind 
now  propofed  were,  he  reminded 
the  houfe,  meant  folely  to  provide 
for  fuch  exigencies  as  were  left 
uncovered  by  a  deficiency  of  the 
Supplies,  or  were  not  forefeen  at 
the  time  of  voting  fup plies,  and 
consequently  they  were  never  re¬ 
quired  till  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
fedion..  This  early  calling  for 
the  vote  of  credit  induced  him, 
therefore,  to  believe  there  was  too 
much  truth  in  the  rumour  that  the 
public  expenditure  had  exceeded 
the  firms  granted  ;  that  there  was 
rt o-  department  of  government  in 
which  the  public  Service  was  not 
in  arrear  ;  and  that  the  eflimates 
of  1796  went  to  pay  the  deficien¬ 
cies  of  the  preceding  year.  He 
was  led,  he  laid,  to  fufpeft  that 
the  money  for  which  the  credit  was 
sow  to  be  voted  was  intended  to 
cover  pafl  expences  in  dead  of  fu¬ 
ture,  and  for  this  reafon  he  wiflved 
the  houfe  by  Some  drift  provifion 
to  tie  up  and  limit  to  profpetdive 
Services,  the  application  of  its 
grants. 

None  of  the  minifters  being 
prefent,  the  tafk  of  explanation 
fell  upon  Mr.  Pvofe,  who  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  concife.  The  truth  of 
the  fads  which  had  been  dated,  he 
feemed,  indeed,  to  admit,  by 
faying  that  he  believed  the  fub- 
Jed  of  arrears  v/ould  foon  come 
jegukrly  before  parliament  ;  and 
w  ith  refped  to  the  pradice  of  Satis- 
lying  the  deficiencies  of  one  year 
with  the  grants  of  the  others  he  de¬ 


fended  it,  by  aderting  that  it  had 
always  been  the  pradice,  and  that 
it  was  a  matter  of  very  triding 
import  from  what  fund  the  defici¬ 
encies  were  Supplied.  In  conclu¬ 
sion,  he  requeded  Mr.  Grey  would 
not  prefs  his  motion,  as  much  troci- 
hie  and  inconvenience  might  arife 
from  delay.  The  motion  for 
podponement  was  negatived,  and 
the  original  motion  was  carried. 

The  language  ufed  by  Mr. 
Pvofe  only  confirmed  the  fufpicions 
of  the  oppofition,  and  prompted 
them  to  bring  the  fubjed  again 
under  difcufiion.  When  the  bill 
itfelf  was  on  the  point  of  being 
read  the  third  time,  Mr.  Grey  re¬ 
newed  his  motion  for  pod  pairing 
the  reading  till  that  day  three 
weeks.  After  having  re-dated  his 
former  objections  to  granting  the 
vote  at  fo  early  a  period,  and 
proved  from  the  records  of  the 
houfe  that  all  former  votes  of  the  kind 
had  been  paffed  within  a  few  days 
of  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  he  called 
upon  the  members  to  confide r  the 
magnitude  of  the  Sum  which  was 
demanded  by  the  minider.  In  no 
preceding  war  had  the  Sum  been 
more  than  a  million.  In  1793* 
however,  the  minider  called  for  a 
million  and  a  half,  and  for  each  of 
the  three  fubfequent  years  he  had 
required  the  fum  of  two  millions 
and  a  half.  By  granting  money 
in  this  random  manner  many  evils 
were  produced.  The  houfe,  he 
faid,  deprived  itfelf  of  its  peculiar 
prerogative  to  guard  the  public 
purle  ;  miniders  were  rendered  lefs 
careful  and  accurate  in  their  ac¬ 
counts  ;  and  parliament  was  pre¬ 
vented  from  fairly  feeing  the  ex¬ 
pences  of  the  war,  a  full  view  of 
which  might,  perhaps,  induce  it 
to  accelerate  a  peace. 


The 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  did  not  attempt  to  difpute  the 
fad  of  the  vote  of  credit  having 
always  hitherto  been  deferred  till 
the  clofe  of  the  feftion,  but  he  bold¬ 
ly  claimed  a  right  of  altering  the 
pradice,  and  he  even  vindicated, 
on  the  ground  of  its  merit,  the 
change  which  he  had  made. The  new 
mode  was,  he  contended,  the  moll 
economical,  and  the  belt  fuited  to 
give  parliament  an  opportunity  of 
free  and  open  inveftigation,  He 
had,  he  fa  id,  ftated  the  vote  of 
credit  in  the  budget,  as  an  article 
of  fupply  for  the  year,  and  had 
provided  for  it  in  the  Ways  and 
Means.  It  could,  therefore,  be 
applied  or  not,  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  cafe  might  require,  like 
any  other  public  fund  ;  while,  at 
the  fame  time,  it  would  conftitute 
a  floating  capital.  That  it  was 
economical  could  not  be  denied, 
as  it  prevented  feparate  funds  from 
lying  idle  till  the  fervices  to  which 
they  were  peculiarly  appropriated 
fhould  need  them. 

This  reafoning  gave  little  fatif- 
fadion  to  the  members  on  the  op- 
pofite  flde  of  the  houfe,  and  was 
controverted  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Sheridan.  The  former  declared 
that  he  did  not  fee  how  the  vote  of 
credit  and  the  eftimates  of  the 
year  could  be  blended  without  ma- 
nifeft  confufion.  A  vote  of  credit 
was  defigned  to  provide  for  ex¬ 
pences  incurred  while  parliament 
was  not  fitting,  and  it  ought  not 
to  be  diverted  to  any  other  pur- 
pofe.  If  unforefeen  expences  oc¬ 
curred  while  parliament  was  fit¬ 
ting,  the  minifter  ought  to  ftate 
the  fad;  to  the  houfe,  that  it  might 
make  a  regular  provifion  for  them. 
As  to  the  argument  of  economy 
drawn  from  the  prudence  of  not 


allowing  feparate  funds  to  lie  idle, 
Mr,  Fox  crulhed  it  at  once,  by 
reminding  the  minifter  that  in  a 
vote  of  credit  the  money  was  not 
iffued  till  it  was  wanted,  and  that 
the  mo#ey,  purpofely  provided  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  given  eftimates, 
was  ready  for  all  the  common  cur¬ 
rent  expences  of  the  year..  By 
Mr.  Sheridan  it  was  urged,  that 
if  the  houfe  alfented  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple,  aded  on  by  the  minifter,  it 
in  fad  refigned  its  prerogative  of 
guarding  the  public  purfe  ;  gave 
the  minifters  the  foie  difpofal  of 
the  public  money ;  and  left  itfelf 
no  fecurity  for  its  being  convened. 
If  it  once  forfeited  that  preroga¬ 
tive,  inevitable  ruin  would  be  the 
confequence.  He  likewife  objed- 
ed  to  the  vote  being  for  a  fum  of 
fuch  magnitude  as  two  millions  and 
a  half,  and  deft  red  to  know  how 
parliament  could  be  fure  that 
the  minifter  would  not  keep  in- 
creafing  in  his  demands,  till 
the  fum  amounted  to  feveral  mil¬ 
lions. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  argu¬ 
ments,  the  bill  was  carried  by  a 
triumphant  majority  ;  the  ayes 
being  102,  and  the  noes  only  25. 

When  the  bill  came  into  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  it  was  vehemently 
oppofed  by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale, 
who  made  a  motion  fimilar  to  that 
which  had  been  negatived  in  the 
Commons’  Houfe.  This  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  the  refources  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  he  conftdered  as  not  only  a 
grofs  violation  of  the  law,  but  as  a 
palpable  fraud  attempted  to  be 
pafted  upon. parliament.  In  fubftancc 
his  arguments  were  the  fame  a$ 
thofe  which  where  ufed  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  ;  but  on  the  head  of 
the  mifapplication  of  the  public 
money  to  fernces  for  which  it  was 
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not  voted,  he  fpoke  much  more  at 
length,  and  with  more  explicit- 
rtels,  than  either  Mr.  Grey,  Mr. 
Fox,  or  Mr.  Sheridan  had  done  ; 
and  he  pledged  himfelf  to  pro¬ 
duce  proof  of  the  fad,  and  alfo 
that  government  had  been  com¬ 
piled  to  raife  money  by  the  mod 
difgraceful  and  illegal  practices. 

The  meafure  was  defended  by 
Lord  Grenville,  on  the  fame 
ground  as  had  been  taken  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but 
in  a  Hill  more  decided  tone.  The 
motion  for  podponing  the  reading 
of  the  bill  was  negatived  without 
any  divifion. 


On  the  third  reading  of  ffte  bill, 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  joined 
by  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  by 
Lord  Thurlow,  the  latter  of 
whom  declared  it  to  be  unconftitu- 
tional,  and  dreaded  1  d  it  fhould 
be  productive  of  the  mod  mifehiev* 
ous  confequences.  After  a  (harp 
and  defultory  conv^rfation,  the 
quedion  for  paffing  the  bill  was 
put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
A  prof ed,  confiding  of  feven  heads, 
and  embodying,  in  a  concife  and 
ftriking  form,  all  the  objections 
agai;  ft  the  meafure,  was  en  ered 
on  the  journals  by  the  Earl  of 
Lauderdale, 


CHAP.  XIX. 

.Motion  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  by  Mr.  M.  Robin/on ,  againf 
Members  of  Parliament  being  concerned  in  loans  to  foreign  powers.  It  is 
negatived .  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  circum - 
fiances  of  the  late  loan .  Strange  claim  ?nade  by  the  coi.trador s.  Mr.  IV, 
Smith  moves  thirty -nine  reflations ,  declaring  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  facrifced  the  public  inter  ef  in  the  negotiation  of  the  Loan , 
His fpeech  in  fupport  of  the  charge.  Mr.  Pitt  is  defended  by  Mr.  Doug - 
las,  who  moves  counter- rej olutions  approving  his  conduct ,  Reply  of  Mr. 
Francis .  Mr.  Pitt  vindicates  the  fleps  which  he  had  taken.  He  is  an- 
jwered  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan.  The  refolutions  of  Mr.  W.  Smith 
are  got  rid  of  by  the  previous  quefion,  and  thofe  of  Mr.  Douglas  are  car - 
vied.  Motion  made  by  Mr.  Jehyl  to  cenfure  the  Mini  ft  r  for  the  negotia¬ 
tion  of  certain  Bills ,  called  the  Hamburgh  Bills.  It  is  negatived  Mr. 
Grey  moves  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe ,  to  enquire  into  the  fate  of 
the  nation.  In  his  fpeech  he  charges  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequt  r  with 
feveral  violations  of  duty.  The  M infer  is  d fended  by  Sir  W.  Pulteney , 
Mr.  J  enkinfon ,  Mr.  Steele ,  and  others.  The  motion  is  negatived  by  a 
large  majority .  Penfon  granted  by  his  Majefy  tv  Mr.  Burke.  It  is  fre - 
quently  and  feverely  alluded  to,  by  the  members  in  oppoftion  iti  both  houfe  s , 
The  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  makes ,  in  confequence ,  a  motion  ref pe fling  the 
four  and  a  half  per  cent  duties.  It  is  re  jelled  by  a  confderable  majority • 

February,  Mr.  M.  Robinfon  mov¬ 
ed  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to 
prevent  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  from  becoming  a  parry, 
either  as  principals  or  by  an  agent, 


A  JEALOUSY  and  difiike  of 
*■  loans  of  every  fort  was,  at 
this  moment,  a  predominant  feel¬ 
ing  among  the  members  of  the 
oppofition.  On  the  eleventh  of 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  fji  7 


in  the  negotiation  of  any  loan  to 
a  foreign  fovereign  or  ftate.  His 
fpeech  difplayed  little,  or  rather 
nothing,  either  of  reafoning  or 
eloquence.  It  was  unconnected, 
and  abounded  in  allufions  and  com- 
parifons,  which  had  no  reference 
to  the  fubjeCt.  The  only  argu¬ 
ment,  if  argument  it  may  be  called, 
which  he  brought  forward  was, 
that  it  was  faid  one  member  of  the 
houfe  had  twelve  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  the  lad  reprobated 
loan,  and  ihat  it  was  aftVrred  that 
feveral  members  had  made,  and 
every  member  who  chofe  it  might 
have  made,  twelve  hundred  pounds 
on  the  loan  to  the  emperor.  Of 
a  war,  carried  on  by  this  coun¬ 
try,  in  any  other  manner  than  - 
by  fea,  he  declared  his  difappro- 
b.ttion. 

The  motion  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Fox,  and  oppofed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
pronounced  it  to  be  ufelefs,  or  only 
calculated  to  clog  and  impede  the 
meafure  of  a  foreign  loan.  On  a 
divifton,  it  was  rejedfted  ;  the  noes 
being  feventy,  and  the  ayes  but 
nineteen. 

The  committee,  which  had  been 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  cir- 
cumflances  of  the  loan,  met  repeat¬ 
edly,  and  entered  into  a  clofe  ex¬ 
amination  of  feveral  witnefles. 
By  feme  of  the  members,  an  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  fix  the  charge 
of  corruption  upon  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and,  in  order 
to  procure  proof  of  this  charge, 
the  lift  of  fubferibers,  formed  by 
Meflrs.  Boyd  and  Co,  was  called 
for,  and  obtained.  Nothing,  how¬ 
ever,  appeared  on  the  face  of  it  to 
criminate  the  minifter.  In  the 
courfe  ol  the  examination  of  the 
witnefles,  the  mod  remarkable  cir- 
cuinftance  was  an  incomprehenfible 


claim,  urged  by  Mr.  Boyd,  with 
much  pertinacity,  and  loftinefs  of 
language.  The  fubferibers  to  the 
loan,  that  is  to  fay,  the  perfons 
who  ftirnifhed  him  with  the  m  >nev, 
he  coiifidered  merely  as  individu¬ 
als  on  whom  he  had  conferred  a 
fignal  favour,  to  whom  he  owed 
no  duty,  and  who  hud  no  pretence 
to  interfere  in  any  o'  his  proceed¬ 
ings ;  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  held  himfelf  up,  in  his  abftract 
quality  of  contractor,  as  h.ving  a 
certain  *f  exclusive,  inherent,  and 
inalienable  right,”  ari!in°-  from 
hts  ‘‘fuprior  trouble,  andgr*arer 
rifk,”  on  which  he  groan  lei  and 
juftified  his  oppofition  to  the 
raifmg  of  another  loin,  as  long  as 
any  of  the  payments  on  the  old 
loan  remained  undischarged.  This 
new-fangled  right  heft'll  retained, 
he  faid,  though  he  fold  or  alienat¬ 
ed  his  fhare  of  the  loan.  Such 
language  and  fuch  pre  enfions  it  is 
not  eafy  to  characterize  in  terms 
expreftive  of  their  nature,  yet  free 
from  afperity. 

The  report  of  the  committee 
was  prefented  to  the  houfe,  on  the 
ninth  of  February,  and  a  day  was 
appointed  for  taking  it  into  con¬ 
fide  rat  ion. 

On  the  appointed  day,  Mr.  W. 
Smith  ca  ne  forward  with  a  t-  1 

r  •  r  1  •  .  r  en. 

leries  oi  thirty. nine  re- 
folutions,  ftrongly  incul¬ 
pating  the  conduct  of  the  mi¬ 
nifter.  Thirty-eight  of  thefe 
refolutions  contained  a  fort  of  his¬ 
toric  ll  fummary  of  the  circum- 
ftances  which  occurred  durmg,  or 
were  at  all  connected  with,  the 
negotiation  of  the  loan.  From 
moft  of  them  inherences  of  crimina¬ 
lity  were  deduced.  It  was, 
however,  the  thirty-ninth  which 
pointed  and  comprefled  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  whole.  It  ft  a  fed 

"  that 
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S(  that,  in  every  part  of  the  tranf- 
aclion  of  the  late  loan,  the  public 
intereft  had  been  facrificed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  and 
that  the  profits  to  the  contribu¬ 
tors,  at  the  expence  of  the  nation, 
had  been  fo  exorbitantly  dwelled, 
as  10  have  rifen,  even  before  the 
depofit  was  made  thereon,  to  an 
amount  greatly  exceeding  the  de¬ 
pofit  itfelf,  viz.  on  a  loan  of 
eighteen  millions,  to  the  enormous 
and  incredible  fum  of  two  millions 
one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling." 

In  the  exordium  of  the  fpeech 
by  which  he  prefaced  his  motion, 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  adverting  to  the 
report  then  before  the  houfe,  dif- 
claimed  any  (hare  in  the  attempt 
which  had  been  made,  to  fix  upon 
the  miniller  the  charge  of  making 
the  loan  an  inftrument  of  corrup¬ 
tion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
This  part  of  the  proceedings  he 
explained  to  have  originated  with 
another  member  of  the  committee, 
who  was  now  prefent.  The  view 
which  he  himfelf  took  of  the  fub- 
jedl,  rendered  it,  he  faid,  little 
neceffary  for  him  to  fufpeft  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  reforted  to  the  clumfy  mode 
of  corrupting  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  by  means  of  a  loan,  when, 
having  in  his  power  the  difpofal  of 
fuch  an  innumerable  number  of 
places,  civil  and  military,  he  pof- 
feffed  fuch  ample  means  of  gratify¬ 
ing,  in  a  lefs  grofs  and  offenfive 
manner,  thofe  who  were  defirous 
of  being  gratified  ;  and  when,  too, 
he  could  fhower  down  ribbands 
and  liars  on  thofe  who,  by  fortune 
or  natural  difpofition,  were  placed 
beyond  the  influence  of  pecuniary 
temptation.  Neverthelefs,  he  would 
not,  he  declared,  pretend  to  believe 


that  the  loan  had  not  been  happily 
dillributed  among  thofe  who  were 
mod  open/ to  that  kind  of  influence. 
The  miniller  could  offer  no  more 
fedu&ive  retainer  to  thofe  whofe 
habits,  inclinations,  and  interefis, 
would  otherwife  prompt  them  to 
be  clamorous  for  peace. 

Having  laid  it  down  as  an  efta. 
blilhed  principle,  that  fair  and  open 
competition  was  the  mode  by 
which  a  loan  could  be  obtained  on 
the  moll  favourable  terms  to  the 
public,  Mr.  Smith  proceeded  to 
examine  the  validity  of  the  claim 
which  had  been  fet  up  by  Mr.  Boyd, 
and  by  which  the  miniller  had  been 
induced  to  abandon  the  principle 
of  competition.  He  remarked, 
that  the  claim  itfelf,  when  fird 
urged  on  the  twenty- third  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  was  not  affented  to  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  who,  on  the  contrary,  re- 
folved  that  the  loan  Ihould  be  an 
open  loan.  In  this  fituation  the 
affair  continued  till  the  twenty- 
third  of  O&ober,  when,  a  formal 
annunciation  having  been  made  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  loan  was 
to  be  raifed,  Mr.  Boyd  became 
alarmed,  and  obtained  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  minider,  in  which 
he  dated  his  claim.  This  claim 
he  fubfequently  re-dated,  by  let¬ 
ter.  It  was  bottomed  on  a  fup- 
pofed  engagement,  entered  into 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  that  no  public  loan  fnould 
be  negotiated  till  the  period  fixed 
for  the  payment  of  the  preceding 
loan  had  elapfed.  His  right  Mr. 
Boyd  afferted  to  be  a  right 

founded  on  jullice  and  the  nature 
of  things,  recognifed  by  condant 
practice,  and  public  opinion,  and 
which  he  could  not  relinquilh 
without  evident  lofs  and,  in 
proof  of  this,  he  affirmed  that  there 

was 
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was  ftill  floating  in  the  market  a 
fum  of  five  millions  of  money  in 
fcrip,  which  remained  to  be  con¬ 
verted  into  flock.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  palpable  pains  and 
care  with  which  this  letter  had 
been  written,  it  was,  Mr.  Smith 
laid,  fall  of  confufion  in  argument, 
and  of  misftatemenr  in  point  of  hid. 
With  refpeft  to  the  bold  allega¬ 
tion  that  the  right  was  recognifed 
by  conuant  praftice  and  public 
opinion,  he  deemed  it  a  fufEcient 
arrfwer  to  fay  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  who  had  been 
concerned  in  more  loans  than  Mr. 
Boyd,  was  evidently  of  a  contrary 
opinion.  If  fuch  a  practice  had 
exifted,  the  minifter  could  not,  for 
a  moment,,  have  hefitated  or  doubt¬ 
ed,  when  the  claim  was  brought 
forward.  It,  therefore,  did  not 
exifl.  Nor  was  the  contraftor 
rearer  to  truth  in  his  affertion 
concerning  the  amount  of  fcrip,. 
which,  inflead  of  being  five  mil¬ 
lions,  did  not  reach,,  at  the  utmoft, 
to  the  fum  of  a  million  and  a  half. 
As  to  the  exclufive  claim  of  the 
contra&ors,  arifing  from  their  fupe- 
rior  rifle,  greater  trouble,,  and  fpe- 
cial  duties,  Mr.  Smith  confidered 
it  as  entirely  ground lefs.  That 
they  encountered  no  rifle  he  faris- 
fa&orily  proved.  Their  peculiar 
duties  he  confeifed  himfelf  at  a  lofs 
to  difeover  and  as  to  their  trou¬ 
ble,  it  lay  folely  in  waiting  on  the 
minifier,  and  in  putting  down  the 
names  of  fuch  friends  as  they  chofe 
to  favour  with  a  fhare  in  the  loan. 
Contra&or  was  even,  he  reminded 
his  hearers,  a  term  unknown  to 
parliament  ;  parliament  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  no  other  term  than 
that  of  contributor.  He  wound 
■Up  this  branch  of  his  fubjedt,  by 
calling  on  the  houfe  to  remember 
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that,  in  1794,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  bargained  with  Mr* 
Boyd  for  a  new  loan,,  a  month  be¬ 
fore  the  laid  payment  on  the  Loan 
of  Meftrs.  Morgan  and  Co.,  and 
he  alked,  whether  Mr.  Boyd  then 
thought  fuch  a  meafure  contrary 
to  juflice,  to  uniform  pradlice,  and 
the  public  opinion  ? 

Admitting,,  however,  for  the 
fake  of  argument,  the  exclufive 
tight  of  the  contractors,  the  ho¬ 
nourable  mover  proceeded  to  ex¬ 
amine  whether  the  minifter  had 
been  compelled  by  an  irreliftible 
rreceftity  to  bargain  for  a  loan,  be¬ 
fore  the  period  of  their  privilege 
was  expired.  This  queftion  he 
decided  in  the  negative.  There 
was,  he  contended,  no  immediate 
want  of  money.  Notwithstanding 
the  terms  were  fettled  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  November,  the 
fubferibers  were  not  called  upon 
make  good  their  depofiit  till  die 
tenth  of  the  following  month ; 
though,  in  former  cafes,  it  had  been 
the  rule  to  require  the  depofit 
within  four  days,  at  the  lateft.  The 
money,  therefore,  could  not  have 
been  wanted.  In  the  p-refent  in- 
fiance,  had  the  minifter  waited,  till 
he  was  releafed  from  his  onerous 
prom  lie  to  Mr.  Boyd,  he  would 
only  have  had  to  wait  till  the 
fifteenth  of  January.  Had  he,  i  li¬ 
the  mean  time,  been  prefted  for 
money,  he  might  have  ftated  his 
fituation  to  the  houfe-,  and  obtained 
a  vote  of  credit.  Whatever  others 
might  think,  the  minifter  could 
not-,  arter  a  recent  decifion,  har¬ 
bour  any  fcruples  capable  of  deter¬ 
ring  him  from  demanding  a  vote 
or  credit.  But,  if  fuch  a  vote  had 
not  been  deemed  eligible,  a  Abort 
loan  of  two  or  three  millions  might 
eaftly  have  been  raifed.  If  this 

had 
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ha d  been  done,  a  lofs*  would  at 
word  have  been  fuftained  merely 
on  three  millions,  in  dead  of  on  fix 
times  that  fum.  The  credit  of 
the  national  refoiirces  would,  alfo, 
have  been  rather  enhanced  than 
injured,  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  na¬ 
tions,  by  the  minifief  making 
known  to  parliament  that  thiee 
feparate  parties  were  anxious  to 
hid  for  the  loan  of  eighteen  mil¬ 
lions,  and  that  a  punctilio  prevent¬ 
ed  him,  for  the  moment*  from 
availing  himfelf  of  their  offers. 

The  terms  on  which  the  loan 
had  been  obtained,  he  reprefented 
as  highly  rdifadvantageous  to  the 
public.  Laying  it  down  as  a 
principle  that,  when  the  bonus 
was  a  little  under  or  over  four  per 
cent.,  the  terms  might  be  confider- 
ed  as  fair  for  both  parties,  he  Hat¬ 
ed  that  the  prefen t  loan  came  out 
at  feven  and  a  quarter  premium. 
Mr.  Boyd  himfelf  eflimated  the 
bonus  at  61.  15s.  96.  percent.  On 
the  very  firft  view  of  it,  there¬ 
fore,  the  bargain  Was  manifeftly 
an  improvident  one  ;  the  premium 
being,  at  the  outfet,  three  per 
cent,  higher  than  it  ought  to  have 
been.  Mr.  Smith  likewife  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  given  an  erroneous 
account  of  the  rateofintereft,  which 
was  to  be  paid  on  the  fum  bor¬ 
rowed,  and  he  entered  into  a  cal¬ 
culation,  to  prove  that  it  was  con- 
fiderably  higher  than  the  houfe  had 
been  led  to  imagine.  The  firft 
lofs  fuftained  on  the  loan  by  the 
public,  he  ftated  at  half  a  million. 
By  the  bringing  down  the  King’s 
meffage  refpedling  peace,  a  further 
fum  of  nine  hundred  thoufand 
p(  unds  had  been  put  into  the  pock¬ 
ets  of  the  fubferibers.  Whether, 
on  the  twenty. fifth  of  November, 


the  purport  of  this  meffage  was  of 
was  not  forefeen  he  could  not 
tell  ;  but,  in  either  cafe,  he  might 
juftly  cenfure  the  minifter,  as  there 
was  no  neceffity  to  fix  the  terms 
of  the  loan  before  the  fifth  of  De¬ 
cember,  by  which  time  the  minif¬ 
ter  might  poffibly  have  ascertained 
whether  fuch  a  rneffage  was  to  be 
delivered  to  parliament,  and  any 
pecuniary  benefit,  refulting  from 
its  effect  upon  the  flocks,  would, 
confequently,  have  been  reaped  by 
the  public. 

Another  circumftance  which 
called  forth  his  animadverfion  was 
that  of  the  capital  being  entirely 
created  in  the  three  per  cents., 
which  feemed,  he  faid,  to  have 
been  done  purpofely  to  avoid  ob¬ 
taining  a  favourable  bargain  for 
the  public.  It  was,  he  urged,  an 
obvious  principle  of  common  policy 
to  give  the  fubferibers  a  portion  in 
that  flock  the  value  of  which  had 
been  raifedj  by  the  purchafes  made 
by  the  commiflioners  for  liquidat¬ 
ing  the  national  debt.  The  con¬ 
duct  of  the  minifter  had,  however, 
been  diredtly  the  revet fe  of  what 
it  ought  to  have  been.  Though 
accuftomed  to  purchafe  from  the 
three  per  cents.,  the  commiflioners, 
juft  before  the  negotiation  of  the 
loan,  bought  from  the  four  per 
cents.,  and,  though  in  all  former 
loans  the  terms  were  partly  in  the 
four  percents.,  the  minifter,  on  this 
occafion, created  the  capital  wholly 
in  the  three  per  cents. 

The  transaction  relative  to  the 
Hamburgh  bills  he  briefly  but  fe- 
verely  mentioned  ;  declaring  that 
the  money  obtained  on  them  was 
obtained  in  a  manner  which  was 
difgraceful  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Smith  clofed  his  fpeech  by 
forcibly  depicting  the  dangerous 
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confequences  which  frequent  loans, 
Specially  when  made  worfe  by  a 
wafteful  mode  of  borrowing,  muft 
produce  on  the  commerce,  and, 
through  that,  on  the  fafety  and 
glory  of  the  kingdom,  by  inducing 
merchants  to  withdraw  thqir  pro¬ 
perty  from  trade,  and  converting 
them  into  ftock -jobbers  and  gam¬ 
blers  ;  by  accumulating  enormous 
wealth  into  few  hands  ;  by  dimi- 
nifhing  the  number  of  moderate 
fortunes,  and  confequently  the 
quantity  of  individual  comfort,  of 
general  profperity,  and  of  private 
rind  public  virtue;  and  by  render¬ 
ing  utterly  impracticable,  or  at 
[call  putting  off  to  an  indefiniteperi- 
ad,  the  redemption,  which  was  foanx- 
ioully  defired,  of  the  national  debt. 

As  foon  as  the  refolutions  had 
been  read,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  rofe,  and,  declaring 
bimfelf,  at  the  fame  time,  not  unpre¬ 
pared  tor  an  inflant  reply,  fuggeft- 
-d  that  it  would  be  proper  to  ad¬ 
journ  the  debate,  that  the  refolu- 
dons  might  be  printed.  This  was 
iflented  to  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  the 
lebate  was  accordingly  poftponed 
or  three  days. 

When  the  debate  was  refumed, 
Mr.  Smith  moved  his  nrft  refolu- 
don,  and  requeued  leave  to  make 
n  three  others  fome  flight  alter- 
ttions,  which,  he  faid,  were  re- 
juifite,  to  preclude  the  friends  of 
he  minifter  from  grounding  argu¬ 
ments  on  mere  matters  of  miftake. 

1  he  defence  ot  the  minifler  was 
v  a  truly  undertaken  by  Mr.  Syl- 
■  efter  Douglas,  in  a  long  and  ela¬ 
borate  jpeech,  which,  however, 
tartook  too  much  of  the  manner 
bf  the  bar,  and  was  rather  ingeni¬ 
ous  than  eloquent.  He  fet  out  by 
Larging  Mr,  Smith  with  a  want 
if  conftlleucy.  That  gentleman, 
Voi.  XXXVIII. 
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he  faid,  had  fanftioned  the  report, 
before  the  houfe,  which  hated 
that  (S  on  the  infpeCLon  of  the 
lifts,  as  well  as  from  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  parties,  the  committee 
faw  no  ground  to  fuppofe,  that  any 
interference  took  place,  on  the  part 
of  any  perfons  connected  with  go¬ 
vernment,  in  the  diftribution  of 
any  part  of  the  loan.”  Yet,  not¬ 
withstanding  this,  which  was  a 
complete  vindication  of  the  mi¬ 
nifter  and  his  friends,  the  framer  of 
the  refolutions  infmuated  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
bribed  the  merchants  and  bankers 
of  London  to  function  his  meafures, 
by  making  them  a  gift  of  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  money. 

As  in  the  refolutions  there  was 
nothing  analogous  to  the  opinion 
which  he  had  cited  as  given  by  the 
committee,  Mr.  Douglas  declared 
that  he  intended  to  meet  for ae  of 
them  by  counter-refolutions,  ex¬ 
prefling  an  approbation  of  the  mi- 
nifter’s  conduCt  ;  and  that  on  the 
reft  he  would  move  either  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion  or  adireCl  negative. 

Aftbming  that  it  was  on  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Morgan  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  charge  was 
grounded,  Mr.  Douglas  took  no 
fmall  pains  to  prove  that  this  evi¬ 
dence  was  unworthy  of  credit. 
He  endeavoured  to  fnew,  that  tha 
anfwers  of  that  gentleman,  to  the 
queftions  put  to  him  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  were  contradictory  ;  and 
he  reprefented  him  not  only  as  a 
perfon  whofe  memory  and  judg¬ 
ment  were  by  no  means  accurate, 
but  likewife  as  one  who  had  milled 
his  friends,  by  inducing  them  to 
believe  that  he  had  a  chance  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  loan,  though  he  knew 
at  the  fame  time  that,  in  reality, 
he  had  no  chance  at  all.  That 
[.Y]  Mr. 
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Mr.  Morgan  would  have  contrad- 
ed  for  the  loan  on  terms  as  moder¬ 
ate  as  had  been  afiferted,  he  did 
not,  he  faid,  believe ;  nor  did  he 
feem  to  think  that  it  was  poffible 
for  any  one  to  believe  it.  But,  even 
admitting  that  the  country  might 
fave  a  few  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  by  breaking  the  con¬ 
tract  with  Mr.  Boyd,  he  contend¬ 
ed  that  the  faving  would  not  com- 
penfate  the  injury  which  public 
credit,  and  the  credit  of  govern¬ 
ment,  would  receive  from  fuch  an 
unprecedented  procedure. 

The  claim  of  MefiTrs.  Boyd  and 
Co.  to  the  new  loan,  he  confidered 
as  having  been  fatisfadorily  efta- 
blifhed  ;  and  he  maintained  alfo, 
that  the  rights  which  they  infilled 
on,  as  mere  contractors,  were 
founded  on  jufiice.  As  to  the 
principle,  laid  down  by  Mr.  Smith, 
that  no  bonus  ought  to  exceed 
four  or  five  per  cent.,  he  treated  it 
as  a  Itrange  and  whimfical  idea, 
which  was  not  defer ving  of  a  fe- 
rious  refutation. 

On  the  fubjed  of  the  Hamburgh 
bfills  he  fpoke  at  fome  length.  That 
the  negotiation  of  them  had  been 
the  caufe  of  Mr.  Boyd  having  the 
loan,  he  denied  ;  and,  though  he 
partly  owned  that  the  tranfadion 
was  not  ftridly  commercial,  he 
affirmed  that  it  was  perfectly  fair. 
But,  among  all  the  charges,  there 
was  no  one  which  fo  lirongly  ex¬ 
cited  his  indignation,  as  that  which 
feemed  to  infinuate  that  corrupt 
motives  had  induced  the  commiffi- 
oners  to  purchafe  in  the  four  per 
cents.,  inllead  of  the  three  per 
cents.,  at  the  moment  when  the 
loan  was  raifed.  He  declared  that 
he  was  fnocked  by  it,  and  that  it 
was  an  outrage  upon  common 
fenfe,  and  an  Infult  upon  the 


commiffioners,  whofe  combined 
and  individual  charaders  he  de- 
fcribed  as  being  fuperior  to  calum¬ 
ny,  and  above  temptation.  In 
their  defence  he  deemed  it  fuffici- 
ent  to  fay,  that  the  fad  was,  that 
the  books  of  the  confols  were  Unit, 
at  the  time  when  their  purchafes 
were  made. 

The  charge  built  on  the  time 
of  bringing  down  the  meflage  from 
his  M  a  jelly,  was  the  laft  upon 
which  he  touched,  and  this  he 
anfwered  by  faying,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
agent  of  the  public,  high  in  office, 
and  of  unimpeachable  integrity, 
had  afierted  that  an  earlier  com¬ 
munication  of  the  mefifage  was  not 
in  his  power  ;  and  that,  therefore, 
he  could  not  but  give  implicit  cre¬ 
dit  to  fuch  an  aflertion.  He  even 
exprefied  more  than  doubts,  whe¬ 
ther  the  effed  of  fuch  a  melfage 
mud  neceffarily  be  to  produce  a 
rife  in  the  funds.  The  meafure 
which  had  been  recommended,  of 
railing  a  Ihort  loan,  lie  held  to  be 
in  a  high  degree  objedionable. 
To  refort  to  fuch  a  meafure  would, 
he  faid,  be  ading  on  very  (hallow 
policy,  and  be  calculated  to  aug¬ 
ment  the  confidence  and  infolence 
of  the  enemy,  by  giving  him  a 
mean  idea  of  the  refources  which 
we  polfelfed  for  the  continuance  of 
the  war. 

After  dating  that  the  mere  re¬ 
futation  of  the  refolutions  by  £ 
vote  of  contempt,  by  an  unanimou; 
negative,  was  not  enough  ;  bui 
that  it  was  indifpenfable  for  the 
houfe  to  approve  the  condud,  t( 
vindicate  the  integrity,  of  the 
minifter,  and  to  convince  the1 
country  what  fenfe  they  entertain 
ed  of  his  honour  and  judgment 
Mr.  Douglas  concluded  by  mov 
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ing  an  amendment  to  the  firft  re- 
folution.  This  amendment  jufti- 
fied,  on  the  over-ruling  neceftity 
of  the  cafe,  the  late  departure  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
from  the  principle  of  competi¬ 
tion. 

This  lofty  tone  could  not  but 
irritate  ftill  more  thofewho  thought 
that  they  had  already  abundant 
caufe  of  complaint  againft  the  per- 
fon  in  whofe  behalf  it  was  adopted. 
Mr.  Francis  was  the  firft  who  rofe 
to  reply.  The  fpeech  which  he 
delivered  could  not  fail  of  being 
admired,  even  by  the  friends  of 
the  minifter,  for  the  arrangement 
and  connection  of  its  parts,  the 
clofenefs  of  its  reafoning,  and  the 
vigour  and  propriety  of  its  ftyle. 
Much  of  the  argument  which  he 
ufed,  had,  of  courfe,  been  before 
urged,  by  the  mover  of  the  refolu- 
tions ;  but  he  almoft  gave  to  it 
the  charm  of  novelty,  by  his  man¬ 
ner  of  Hating  it.  Much,  however, 
was  new,  and  was  well-applied. 

As  the  preceding  fpeaker  had 
relied  very  much  on  that  part  of 
the  report  which  appeared  to  ex¬ 
culpate  the  minifter  from  having 
made  a  corrupt  ufe  of  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  loan,  Mr.  Francis  be¬ 
gan  by  a  refutation  of  the  conclu¬ 
sions  which  had  been  drawn  from 
that  fource.  He  remarked,  in 
the  firft  place,  that  the  honoura¬ 
ble  gentleman  had  perpetually,  and 
not  without  a  purpofe,  digreffed 
from  the  queftion,  and  had  argued 
as  if  ihe  perfonal  corruption  of  the 
minifter  were  the  foie  objeCt  of  en¬ 
quiry,  while,  in  fad,  no  fuch 
charge  had  been  made  ;  the  movers 
of  the  enquiry  having  repeatedly 
and  explicitly  difavowed,  as  he 
himfelf  now  difavowed,  every  idea 
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of  making  it.  At  the  fame  time, 
he  muft,  he  faid,  deny  that  the 
opinion  fo  much  trufted  to  was 
given  with  the  unanimous  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  committee  ;  or,  that 
if  it  had  been  fo,  it  would  be  a 
conclufive  proof  of  the  minifter’s 
innocence.  Neither  he  norfeveral 
others  had  affented  to  it  ;  nor  had 
he  even  known  that  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  given.  It  was  the 
work  of  the  minifter’s  friends,  and 
was  not  added  to  the  report  till 
juft  at  the  doling  of  the  committee, 
when  he,  for  one,  did  not  attend, 
becaufe  he  confidered  the  bufinefs 
to  be  concluded.  But,  whether 
unanimoufly  voted  or  #not,  it 
proved  nothing  in  favour  of  the 
perfon  who  was  its  objeCf.  Even 
waving  the  decifive  objection  that 
the  committee  when  appointed  w7as 
exprefsly  interdicted  from  giving 
any  opinion,  and  was  confined  to 
reporting  evidence,  he  contended 
that  the  opinion  was  delivered  in 
fuch  terms,  and  was  drawn  from 
fuch  imperfeCt  evidence,  as  ftill 
to  leave  really  undecided  the  quef¬ 
tion  of  the  minifter’s  innocence  or 
guilt.  Nor,  he  urged,  would 
the  fulled  acquittal,  pronounced 
by  men  who,  like  the  majority  of 
the  committee,  were  the  friends 
or  dependents  of  the  accufed,  have 
the  weight  of  a  feather  in  the 
mind  of  any  well-informed  and  un¬ 
prejudiced  perfon. 

Having  previoufly  vindicated 
the  credibility  of  Mr.  Morgan  as 
a  witnefs,  and  reminded  the  Houfe 
that  Mr.  Melliftr,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Morgan,  had  fufpe&ed  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  meant 
to  abandon  the  principle  of  compe¬ 
tition,  Mr.  Francis  dated  the 
main  point  of  thefubjeft  under  de- 
[X  2]  bate 
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bate  to  be,  whether  the  minifter 
had  wilfully  facrificed  the  public 
intereft  in  every  part  of  the  late 
tranfaCfion .  That  the  public  in¬ 
tereft  had  been  fo  facrificed,  he 
maintained  to  be  indifputab'le. 
Here,  retracing  the  ground  which 
had  been  trodden  by  Mr.  Smith, 
he  ftrongly  dwelt  on  the  improba¬ 
bility,  not  to  fay  impoftibility,  of 
the  minifter  forgetting  a  ftipulation 
of  the  kind  which  he  was  faid  to 
have  entered  into  with  Mr.  Boyd, 
when  he  negotiated  the  loan  for 
tile  year  1793*.  He  particularly 
remarked,  too,  upon  the  circum- 
ftance  of  the  minifter  treating  the 
flipulation  fo  lightly  when  it  was 
fir  ft  recalled  to  his  memory  by 
Mr.  Boyd.  T  he  high  language 
in  which  the  contractors  afferted 
their  exclufive  claim  he  lafhed 
with  poignant  ridicule,  and  their 
appeal  to  conftant  practice  he 
flowed  to  be  over-thrown  by  the 
Governor  of  the  Bank,  and  by  the 
pradice  itfelf. 

To  the  defence  that  had  been 
fet  up  with  refpeCt  to  the  fufpi- 
cious  period  at  which  the  commif- 
fioners  began  to  purchafe  in  the  four 
per  cents.,  he  replied,  that  it  was 
no  defence  at  all.  That  the  books 
were  fhut  was  true.  The  books 
were  invariably  fhut  at  the  fame 
time  of  the  year.  But  why  did 
not  the  fame  difficulty  occur  be¬ 
fore  ?  How  did  it  happen  that  the 
commiffioners  never  purchafed  in 
the  four  per  cents,  previoufly 
to  laft  November  ? 

With  this  change  in  the  fund 
purchafed  from,  he  conneCfed  the 
king's  meffage,  the  Hamburgh 
bills,  and  the  delay  of  twelve  days 
between  the  fettiement  of  the  loan 
and  the  opening  of  the  budget, 
and  inferred  from  the  whole,  that 
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the  minifter  was  guilty  of  the 
charge  which  was  brought  againft 
him.  To  the  time  which  elapfed 
between  the  loan  and  the  budget 
he  more  particularly  called  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Houfe,  as  a  ftriking 
and  important  circumftance ;  and 
he  even  went  fo  far  as  to  declare 
that  if  the  minifter  would  give  a 
fatisfaCtory  reafon  for  having, 
when  the  money  was  obvioufy 
not  wanted,  fo  precipitately  and 
ftrangely  clofed  .the  bargain,  with 
Mr.  Boyd,  he  would  wave  every 
other  objection,  and  concur  in  a 
vote  of  acquittal.  He  conceived 
it,  however,  impoflible  to  give  any 
fair  reafon  why  the  minifter  did 
not  wait  a  few  days,  in  the  expec¬ 
tation  that  fome  one  would  come 
forward  to  bid  on  his  own  new 
plan  of  a  qualified  competition. 
In  anfwcr  to  the  argument  which, 
on  this  head,  had  been  deduced 
from  the  wifdom  of  intimidating 
the  enemy  by  an  early  difplay  of 
our  great  refources,  he  allied  how 
it  came  to  pafs  that,  if  this  policy 
of  difplaying  our  refources  were 
really  fo  excellent,  and  fo  calcu¬ 
lated  to  produce  an  appalling 
effeCt,  the  minifter  had  tied  him- 
felf  up  from  freely  ufing  it  again, 
and  had  thu3  difarmed  himfelf  of 
a  powerful  inftrument  of  terror  f 
Why  had  he  now,  for  the  firft 
time,  introduced  into  the  loan 
contraCI  a  claufe,  that  no  pay¬ 
ment  on  any  new  loan  fhould  be 
made  till  after  the  laft  payment 
on  the  prefen t  ?  Might  not  frefh 
fums  be  neceflary  for  the  fervice 
of  the  ftate  before  that  laft  pay¬ 
ment,  and,  in  that  cafe,  muft  not 
the  confent  of  the  contractors  be 
purchafed  by  the  gift  of  another 
loan,  which  they,  perhaps,  would 
truft  to  the  minifter's  candour,  and 
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take,  as  they  fafely  might,  on  his 
own  terms  ? 

He  wound  up  his  fpeech  by  in- 
treatirg  his  hearers  to  remember, 
that  they  atfted  as  truftees  for  the 
nation,  and  were  accountable  for 
the  t ruft  repofed  in  them  ;  that  the 
evidence  was  before  the  public, 
who  would  compare  it  with  the 
verditt,  and  judge  accordingly  ; 
and  that,  though  the  miniiter 
might  efcape  by  a  vote,  the  Houfe 
would  not  be  acquitted  .in  the 
judgment  of  mankind. 

Th^  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  did  not  troll  his  vindication 
entirely  to  the  zeal  and  talents  of 
his  friends.  After  a  few  obferva- 
tions  in  his  behalf,  from  Mr.  Steele, 
he  rofe,  and  defended  himfelf  at 
confiderable  length,  and  with  his 
aeculfomed  eloquence.  His  exor¬ 
dium  was  chiefly  employed  in 
animadverting  upon  the  inconfift- 
encies  of  his  opponents,  and  in 
proving  that  the  Committee  of  en- 
quiry  had  performed  its  duty,  and 
was  not  liable  to  the  cenfures  and 
inflnuations  which  had  been 
thrown  out  again!!  it.  He  thought 
himfelf  entitled,  he  faid,  to  aflame 
the  benefit  of  the  opinion  given 
by  the  Committee,  and  to  confider 
it  as  a  clear  full  and  decided  tef- 
timony,  that  there  was  no  diftri- 
bution  of  the  loan  for  the  purpofe 
ot  corrupt  influence.  The  deci- 
fion  which,  on  this  branch  of  the 
fubjett,  had  been  come  to  by  the 
Committee,  was,  he  declared, 
highly  grateful  to  his  character 
and  feelings.  Undoubtedly,  ad¬ 
ded  he,  there  is  no  charp-e  which 
can  be  brought  again!!  the  tranf- 
action  of  the  loan,  there  is  no  in- 
ftance  of  negled,  there  is  no  error 
of  judgment,  there  is  no  want  of 
providence,  which  I  fhould  not 
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mo!!  ferioufly  and  feverely  regret  ; 
but  ft  ill  I  fhould  confider  fuch 
charges  as  light,  compared  with 
that  which  forms  the  prominent 
point,  and  the  mo!!  weighty  one, 
in  the  prefent  accufation,  namely, 
that  in  the  negotiation  of  the  late 
loan  I  adted  on  motives  of  cor¬ 
ruption,  partiality,  and  undue  in¬ 
fluence,  to  anfwer  political  and  in- 
terefted  purposes,  both  within  doors 
and  without. 

Turning  now  to  a  confideration 
of  the  evidence  which  had  been 
brought  forward  as  affording  Among 
prefumptive  proof  of  his  guilt,  he 
fir  ft  explained  the  circumitance  of 
the  Hamburgh  bills,  of  which  fuch 
repeated  mention  had  been  made. 
He  ftated  chat,  though  large  fums 
had  been  paid  up,  laft  year,  on  the 
loan,  ftill  the  public  exigencies 
had  been  fuch  as  to  render  addi¬ 
tional  fupplies  neeeflary  ;  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  terms  were 
not  fufficiently  tempting,  to  induce 
individuals  to  come  forward  with 
their  money  ;  nor  could  the  aid  of 
parliament  be  obtained,  without 
calling  it  together,  at  great  public  - 
and  private  inconvenience.  In 
confequence  of  that  emergency, 
he  entered  into  a  negotiation  with 
a  mercantile  houfe,  to  which  he 
offered  treafury  warrants,  but  Mr. 
Boyd  informed  him  that  bills  of 
exchange  were  a  more  mercantile 
commodity.  To  avoid  the  heavy 
expence  of  flamps,  which  would 
have  been  incurred  on  inland  bills, 
the  bills  were  dated  at  Hamburgh, 
to  make  them  foreign  bills  of  ex¬ 
change.  They  were,  in  reality, 
nothing  more  than  mere  forms  of 
fecurity  to  the  lenders  of  the  mo¬ 
ney  ;  and  though  fuch  a  tranf- 
action  would  be  difcreditable  to  a 
merchant,  as  indicating  a  defi- 
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ciency  of  capital,  it  was  not  fo  to 
government ;  the  fums  having  been 
already  voted,  and  funds  provided 
for  the  payment  of  the  bills. 
There  was,  he  urged,  nothing  fuf- 
picicus  or  queftionable  in  the  bufi- 
nefs }  nor  was  the  fervice  of  a  na¬ 
ture  or  magnitude  to  give  Mr. 
Boyd  any  claim  to  didlate  the 
terms  of  a  future  loan.  Mr.  Boyd 
himfelf  had  not  grounded  on  it  any 
claim  of  the  kind.  With  refpedl 
to  the  teftimony  of  Mr.  Morgan, 
to  the  contrary  effedt,  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  confidered 
it  as  inconfiftent  with  itfelf,  and 
unfupported  by  any  evidence  from 
fadfcs. 

Proceeding  to  the  charge  drawn 
from  his  having  abandoned  the 
principle  of  competition,  he  replied 
that  he  had  clung  to  that  principle, 
till  he  was  compelled  to  abandon 
it,  by  his  being  convinced  that  he 
could  not  refill  the  claims  of  Mr. 
Boyd,  without  being  guilty  of  in- 
juftice.  When  the  loan  of  1795; 
was  made,  it  was  propofed,  by  the 
contractors,  that  there  lhould  be 
no  payment  on  any  new  loan,  till 
the  February  of  the  fucceeding 
year  ;  and  this  he  readily  promifed, 
under  the  idea  that  no  more  mo¬ 
ney  would  be  wanting  for  the 
public  fervice  till  after  that 
period.  Of  that  promife  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Bank  reminded  him, 
during  the  laft  loan  negotiation  ; 
and  he  was,  he  faid,  confirmed  in 
its  propriety,  by  finding  that, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  no  new 
loan  had  ever  taken  place,  even 
when  no  affurance,  direCl  or  im¬ 
plied,  had  been  given.  He  was, 
therefore,  forced  to  yield  to  a 
claim  which,  though  there  was  no 
exprefs  legal  agreement,  was  bind¬ 
ing  upon  him,  in  honour  and 


juftice.  Had  there  been  an  ex¬ 
prefs  agreement  it  would  have 
been  prefent  to  his  recollection: 
bur,  the  fact  was,  that,  in  tranf- 
adting  all  loans,  there  mail  be  pre¬ 
liminary  points  of  converfation ;  a 
good  deal  of  difcuffion  naturally 
took  place,  fome  points  of  which 
were  committed  to  memorandums, 
and  others  fuffered  to  pafs  more 
loofely.  The  confequence  of  fuch 
a  mode  had,  in  this  inftance,  been, 
that  he  had  not  fixed  in  his  me¬ 
mory  all  the  conditions,  on  which 
the  loan  of  1795  had  been  obtained. 
In  anfwer  to  the  obfervations, 
which  had  been  made  on  Mr. 
Boyd’s  letter,  Mr.  Pitt  urged 
that  it  was  not  his  duty  to  confider 
whether  Mr.  Boyd’s  claims  were 
pleaded  in  a  proper  manner,  but 
whether  they  were  fuch  as  in  fair- 
nefs  lhould  be  allowed.  He 
thought,  too,  that  the  contractors, 
as  being  refponfible  for  the  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  the  bargain,  llood,  with 
refpedt  to  government,  in  a  fitua- 
tion  difrindt  from  the  fcrip-holders, 
and  which  gave  them  particular 
claims.  As  to  the  terms  of  the 
loan,  he  vindicated  them,  as  being 
the  bell  which  could  then  be  pro¬ 
cured  for  the  public,  and  he  main¬ 
tained  that,  after  they  were  finally 
arranged,  a  delay  of  forty-eight 
hours  in  completing  the  bufinefs, 
could  be  productive  of  no  other 
than  injurious  effedts.  The  delay 
which  took  place,  between  the 
time  when  the  loan  was  made  and 
the  time  when  it  was  announced 
to  the  Houfe,  he  accounted  for,  by 
his  having  been  difappsinted,  in 
bringing  forward  the  budget,  as 
he  originally  intended,  on  the 
fecond  of  December. 

With  regard  to  the  time  of 
bringing  down  the  King’s  meifage, 
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he  declared  that  thofe  who  knew 
him  bed,  knew  that  it  was  not  in 
his  mind  when  the  bargain  was 
concluded.  But,  had  he  forefeen 
it,  he  could  not  have  forefeen  the 
rife  in  the  flocks.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  rife  was  produced 
by  the  meffage  only.  Exclufive 
of  the  meffage,  there  were  col¬ 
lateral  caufes  for  the  fudden  rife ; 
among  thefe  were  the  Auflrian 
victories,  and  the  growing  dif- 
treffes  of  the  enemy,  which  might 
lead  to  an  idea  that  they  were  not 
able  to  continue  the  war.  After 
all,  the  rife  had  been  but  a  tem¬ 
porary  one,  of  four  days.  The 
benefit  to  the  contractors,  and  the 
lofs  to  the  public,  had,  he  faid, 
been  greatly  overrated.  It  had 
been  afferted,  that  the  profit  on 
the  loan  amounted  to  twelve  per 
cent.  ;  whereas  the  faCt  was  no- 
torioufly  otherwife,  as  the  whole 
fum  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  loan 
ought  not  to  be  charged  as  the 
amount  gained  by  the  rife ;  it  not 
being  poffible  that  in  a  few  hours, 
for  tour  days,  fo  large  a  fum  could 
be  brought  into  the  market.  The 
Chancellor  clofed  his  fpeech  by 
reading  the  refolution,  which 
eflimated  at  above  two  millions 
the  gains  of  the  contractors,  and 
by  declaring  that  he  thought  it 
needlefs  to  do  more  than  to  requeft 
that  the  Houfe  would  attend  to 
the  wild  extravagance  of  this  af- 
fertion. 

The  defence  of  the  minifter  did 
not  appear  fatisfadtory  to  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  ;  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom,  however,  explicitly 
acquitted  him  of  perfonal  corrup¬ 
tion.  But  even  improvidence, 
.which  he  had  feemed  to  treat  as  a 
mere  peccadillo,  they  held  to  be 
no  fmall  crime,  in  a  minifler  of 


finance.  They  argued,  that,  if  a 
promife  had  been  given  to  Mr. 
Boyd,  it  was  highly  improbable 
that  Mr.  Pitt  fhould  fo  far  forget 
it,  as  to  announce  another  loan, 
on  the  principle  of  competition  ; 
and  they  urged  that  the  ftatements 
of  Mr.  Boyd  himfelf,  on  fome  im¬ 
portant  points,  were  in  contradic¬ 
tion  with  thofe  of  the  minifler. 
The  claim  of  the  contractor,  mere¬ 
ly  as  contractor,  they  confidered  as 
unworthy  even  of  refutation. 
Nor  did  they  deem  at  all  fatisfac- 
tory  the  account  which  was  given 
of  the  bufinefs  of  the  Hamburgh 
bills  ;  which  they  flill  held  to  be 
connected  with  the  negotiation  of 
the  loan,  and  to  be  in  iifelf  difcre- 
ditable.  They  likewife  diffented 
from  the  reafoning  on  the  King's 
meffage,  and  re-afferted  the  cor- 
reCtnefs  of  the  calculation,  that  a 
clear  profit  of  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent,  had  been  made  on  the 
omnium.  It  was  alfo,  remarked, 
by  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  no 
ground  to  triumph  in  his  acquittal 
by  the  Committee ;  that  Com¬ 
mittee  being  chiefly  compofed  of 
his  own  perlonal  friends. 

After  a  few  words,  in  explana¬ 
tion,  from  Mr.  Douglas  and  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Douglas's  amendment 
was  carried,  by  a  majority  of  a 
hundred  and  forty-eight.  The 
fir  ft  thirty-feven  refolutions  were 
then  got  rid  of,  by  the  previous 
queltion ;  the  thirty-eighth  and 
thirty-ninth  were  negatived ;  and 
two  refolutions,  approving  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  conduit,  were  adopted  by 
the  Houfe. 

The  fubjeCt  of  the  Hamburgh 
bills,  which  had  fo  often  and  fo 
bitterly  been  alluded  to,  and  the 
mention  of  which  had  more  than 
[X  4]  once 
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once  rallied  the  temper  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  was,  at  length,  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe,  in  a  regular  form. 
Mr.  Jekyll,  on  the  twenty  ninth 
of  February,  moved  three  crimi¬ 
natory  refolutions  ;  the  firft  two  of 
which,  gave  an  account  of  the 
tranfaftion,  and  the  third  declared 
that  it  was  <c  illegal  and  unconftitiT- 
tional,  and  had  brought  the  public 
credit  into  difrepute  and  fufpi- 
cion.J> 

In  bating  and  fupporting  his 
charge,  the  honourable  mover  was 
by1  no  means  {'paring  of  fevere  and 
irritating  language.  Fie  denomi¬ 
nated  the  bills  a  fwindling  tranf- 
action,  and  declared  that  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had,  in 
bis  public  capacity,  afted  in  a 
fraudulent  and  difhonourable  man¬ 
ner,  had  brought  the  acceptances 
of  his  Majefty’s  treafury  into  dis¬ 
grace,  and  had  laid  the  foundation 
for  future  frauds  and  collufion,  in 
the  public  money  tranfadtions  of 
government.  Other  expreffions, 
of  equal  afperity,  were  profufely 
fcattered  throughout  his  fpeech. 

That  Mr.  Boyd  had  obtained 
the  loan  in  confeouence  of  his 
having  negotiated  the  Hamburgh 
bills,  and  that  the  negotiation  of 
thofe  bills  was,  in  the  miniiier,  a 
difcreditable  att,  Mr.  jekyll  con- 
fidered  as  firmly  eftabliihed,  by 
the  evidence  which  MefFrs.  Giles, 
Mellifn,  and  Morgan  had  given 
before  the  Committee.  The 
tranfadlion  bore,  he  repeated,  the 
concomitant  marks  and  badges  of 
fraud.  It  was,  in  the  fi rib  place, 
conduced  with  the  utmoll  fecrecy. 
In  the  next  place,  the  bills  were  an¬ 
tedated;  and  thirdly,  though  pre¬ 
tended  to  have  been  drawn  by  Mr, 
Walter  Boyd,  at  Hamburgh,  they 
were  dtrtwp  in  England,  and,  the 


better  to  make  them  pafs  as  foreign 
bills,  they  were  drawn  upon  un¬ 
damped  paper.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  had  the  bills  been 
brought  into  a  court  of  juftice, 
the  parties  holding  them  would 
have  been  nonfuited,  and  the  bills, 
together  with  the  right  of  adiion, 
would  have  fallen  to  the  ground. 
Indeed,  he  feemed  to  confider,  and 
almoft  affirmed,  the  bills  to  be 
forgeries,  and  the  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  in  fabricating  them  to  be 
liable  to  the  fevere  penalty  de¬ 
nounced  by  the  law  againft  the 
crime  of  forgery. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  argument, 
he  likewife  contended  that  the 
money  obtained  by  them  had  been 
illegally  difpofed  of;  it .  having, 
by  order  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury,  been  paid  diredily  into 
the  hands  of  the  Pay  maker-gene¬ 
ral  of  the  forces  ;  whereas,  by  the 
ftatute  of  the  twenty-third  of  his 
Majefty,  it  ought  to  have  paiTed 
to  the  Pay  maker,  through  the  me¬ 
dium  ot  the  Bank.  Nor  had  any 
explanation  ever  been  given  of  the 
fervice  to  which  the  money  was 
applied.  He,  Lilly,  endeavoured 
to  difprove  the  affiertion,  made,  oil 
a  former  evening,  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
that,  before  the  bills  were  drawn, 
funds  were  provided  for  their  pay¬ 
ment.  On  the  contrary,  he  main¬ 
tained,  by  a  comparifon  of  dates, 
that  no  funds  would  have  exifted, 
had  not  the  minifler  hurried  on 
the  loan  w’ith  Mr.  Boyd,  and  thus 
enabled  that  gentleman  to  repay 
himfelf  out  of  his  own  money. 

In  reply,  Mr.  Charles  Long 
gave  the  fame  account  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
lately  given,  refpedting  the  origin 
of  the  bills.  No  irregularity  had, 
he  faid,  been  committed,  except 
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in  dating  the  bills  from  Hamburgh, 
inftead  of  London ;  which  was 
done  folely  with  the  view  of  faving 
expence  and  time.  The  fecrecy, 
with  which  the  bufinefs  had  been 
conducted,  was  not  meant  to  cover 
any  fraudulent  intention,  but  was 
recommended  by  Mr.  Boyd  hirn- 
felf,  to  prevent  the  knowledge  of 
the  circumftance  from  caufing  a 
fcarcity  of  money.  That  the  loan 
was  haftily  negotiated,  to  enable 
the  minilter  to  meet  the  bills,  Mr. 
Long  denied  ;  and  he  entered  into 
a  detail,  which  fhewed  that,  inde¬ 
pendently  of  any  payment  on  the 
new  loan,  there  was  a  more  than 
fufficient  fund,  to  provide  for  the 
bills,  at  the  period  of  their  be¬ 
coming  payable.  As  to  what  re¬ 
garded  the  violation  of  the  ad:  of 
parliament,  Mr.  Long  appeared 
to  doubt  whether  he  had  not  in¬ 
fringed  the  letter  of  the  ad,  but  he 
expreffed  a  hope,  that  he  had  not 
offended  againft  its  fpirit.  He 
underftood,  he  faid,  that  balances 
were  not  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  Paymafter-general,  but  he 
did  not  underftand  that  money  was 
not  to  be  paid  in  his  name  ;  for 
that  had  always  been  the  regular 
mode ;  though  the  money  did  not 
remain  there,  but  was  carried  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  Bank,  and  placed 
to  his  account.  It  amounted,  in 
the  end,  to  precifely  the  fame  thing, 
whichever  mode  was  adopted.  In 
conclufton,  he  declared,  that  he 
had  a  perfect  remembrance  of  the 
ftipulation  which  was  entered  into, 
in  1795,  that  Mr.  Boyd  fhould 
have  a  preference,  in  cafe  of  a  new 
loan  being  called  for  previoufly  to 
the  laft  payment  having  been  made 
on  the  old. 

A  long,  and  rather  tedious,  de¬ 
bate  now  enfued,  in  which  feveral 


members,  on  each  fide,  took  a 
part.  The  chief  {hare  in  it  was 
borne  by  Mr.  Grey,  who  treated 
the  negotiation  of  the  bills  with 
great  feveritv,  and  affirmed  that 
the  minifter  had  additionally  bro¬ 
ken  the  law,  by  allowing  Mr. 
Boyd  five  per  cent,  on  the  bills, 
inftead  of  three  per  cent,  which 
was  the  legal  allowance  of  dif- 
count,  on  inftalments  of  the  loan. 
It  was,  he  thought,  highly  proba¬ 
ble,  that  the  public  had  even  paid 
five  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the 
three  per  cent,  which  was  allowed 
by  law. 

Mr.  Jekyll  having  replied,  the 
Houfe  divided,  when  the  previous 
queftion  was  carried,  on  the  firft 
two  refolutlons,  by  a  hundred  and 
nine  ayes  againlf  twenty-four  noes. 
The  third  refolution  was  nega¬ 
tived,  by  a  majority  of  a  hundred ; 
there  being  only  eight  who  voted 
for  it,  againft  a  hundred  and  eight 
who  oppofed  it. 

Having  been  defeated  on  all 
thefe  points,  the  oppofition  reforted 
to  a  ftep  which  they  had  taken, 
without  fuccefs,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  feffion  of  1795.  This  ftep 
confifted  in  moving  for  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation. 
On  the  former  occafion,  the  tafk 
was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Fox.  It 
was  now  performed  by  Mr.  Grey, 
who  had  made  two  preliminary  mo¬ 
tions,  for  the  requisite  financial  do¬ 
cuments.  The  quellion  was  de¬ 
bated  on  the  tenth  of  March. 

In  his  exordium,  the  honourable 
mover  drew  a  gloomy  pi&ure  of 
the  ftate  of  the  country  ;  reminded 
his  hearers  that  it  was  a  duty  in¬ 
cumbent  on  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  watch  carefully  over  the  pub¬ 
lic  purfe  ;  enlarged  on  the  necelfity 
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of  economy  ;  and  lamented  that,  on 
fo  important  a  fubjed,  the  difeuffion 
fhould  be  attended  by  fuch  fcanty 
numbers  as  he  then  addreffed.  The 
war  he  affirmed  to  have  been  marked, 
above  all  others,  by  an  enormous 
prodigality  of  expenditure ;  the 
foie  fruits  of  which  had  been  dif- 
after  and  difgrace.  Already  we 
had  added  feventy-feven  millions 
to  our  unfunded  debt  ;  indepen¬ 
dently  of  a  floating  debt,  to  the 
amouRt  of  twenty-two  millions : 
while,  in  the  American  w'ar, 
which  had  always  hitherto  been 
looked  on  as  a  war  of  the  wildeft 
-^profufion,  and  in  which  we  had 
fupported  immenfe  armies,  and 
carried  on  vigorous  hoftilities,  in 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  and  in 
America,  the  debt  contraded  in 
£x  years  did  not  exceed  a  fum  of 
forty- three  millions.  In  order  to 
provide  for  the  intereft  of  the  new 
funded  debt  alone,  taxes  muft  be 
impofed,  to  the  vaft  extent  of  two 
million  fixhundred  thoufand  pounds. 

The  various  items  of  expendi¬ 
ture  he  clafted  under  the  three 
heads  of  army,  navy,  and  ordnance ; 
and,  on  each  of  thefe  heads,  he  en¬ 
tered  into  detail,  to  prove  that  the 
minifter  had  not  only  fquandered 
the  public  money,  with  carelefs  and 
unexampled  extravagance,  but  had 
alfo  expended  much  of  it  without 
eftimate,  without  notice,  and 
without  the  confent  of  parliament. 
In  the  article  of  the  navy,  he  elti- 
mated  at  nearly  fourteen  millions, 
the  excefs  of  the  expenditure  be¬ 
yond  the  votes ;  in  that  of  the 
army,  at  more  than  an  equal 
amount;  and  in  that  of  the  ord¬ 
nance,  at  three  millions;  making  a 
total  of  thirty-one  millions.  The 
fums  voted  were  thirty-five  millions. 
Yet,  with  the  difpofal  of  ftxty-fix 


millions,  the  minifters  had  done 
nothing  which  tended  to  the  glory 
or  intereft  of  the  Britifh  nation. 
Our  navy,  indeed,  had  eftablifhed 
its  fuperiority  over  that  of  the 
enemy ;  but  never,  in  any  war, 
had  our  trade  been  fo  ill  proteded  ; 
and  with  regard  to  our  military 
department,  we  had  not  a  fingle 
vidory  to  comfort  us,  for  all  the 
heavy  expence  of  treafure  and  of 
blood. 

Various  charges  of  unconftitu- 
tionai  practices,  were  next  urged 
againft  the  minifters  by  Mr.  Grey. 
The  firft  of  thefe  was  the  building 
of  barracks,  on  which  he  dwelt, 
with  much  earneftnefs,  as  being 
contrary  to  law,  and  highly  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
country.  Forty  thoufand  he  af- 
ferted  to  be  the  number  of  men 
which  the  barracks,  built  fmce 
1 790,  would  contain  ;  and  he  efti- 
mated  atnotlefs  than  eleven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  the  money  which 
had  been  fpent  in  thefe  erections. 
Striking  abufes  had  likevvife,  he 
faid,  been  committed,  with  refped 
to  the  falaries  and  appointments 
of  many  of  the  barrack  mafters. 
In  the  civil  adminiftration  of  the 
navy,  and  in  the  tranfport  fervice, 
he  alfo  complained  that  new  boards 
had  been  ereded,  at  confiderable 
expence,  and,  as  he  feemed  to  in¬ 
timate,  for  corrupt  purpofes.  He 
contended,  too,  that  the  vote  of 
credit  had  been  mifapplied  ;  that 
money  had  been  improperly  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Bank,  and  by 
fictitious  bills;  and  that  the  ad 
of  appropriation  had  been  violated, 
by  applying  money  to  ufes  for 
which  it  had  not  been  voted  by 
the  houfe ;  while  fervices,  for 
which  the  votes  were  pafled,  were 
left  fhamefully  in  arrear>  The 

military 
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military  fervice  he  mentioned  as 
among  the  number  in  arrear.  He 
doled  his  fpeech  by  declaring  that, 
even  were  a  peace  to  be  immediate¬ 
ly  procured,  our  eftablifhment 
could  not  poffibly  be  kept  up  for 
lefs  than  twenty  two  millions  an¬ 
nually  ;  that  the  revenue  would 
not  produce  more  than  nineteen 
millions  and  a  half ;  that  we 
(hould  confequently  have  to  raife 
additional  taxes,  to  the  amount  of 
two  millions  and  a  half,  to  fupply 
the  deficiency  in  the  regular  re¬ 
venue  ;  and  that  the  Houfe  ought, 
therefore,  to  perform  its  duty  to 
its  conftituents,  by  acceding  to  his 
propofition,  of  going  into  a  Com¬ 
mittee  to  inveftigate,  among 
other  things,  the  fituation  of  the 
finances. 

The  moll  prominent  part  in 
the  defence  of  the  minifters  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Jenkinfon  and  Mr. 
Steele,  who  were  aided  by  Sir 
William  Pulteney,  Mr.  M.  Mon¬ 
tague,  and  Sir  Gregory  Page 
Turner.  The  order  of  the  day, 
on  Mr.  Grey’s  motion,  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Jenkinfon. 

Fully  agreeing  with  Mr.  Grey, 
that  the  houfe  ought  to  keep  a 
watchful  eye  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  public  money,  and  that, 
wherever  ground  for  fufpicion  ap¬ 
peared,  it  ought  alfo  to  inllitute 
an  enquiry,  Mr.  Jenkinfon  denied 
that,  on  this  occaiion,  a  fufficient 
cafe  had  been  made  out,  to  induce 
the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  the 
propofed  Committee.  That  which 
the  honourable  mover  had  cenfured 
as  extravagance,  he  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  maintained  to  be  the  natural 
confequence  of  unavoidable  cir- 
cu tri fiances.  Every  war  had  been 
more  expenfive  than  that  which 
preceded  it.  When,  to  private 
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individuals,  all  articles  cofl  nearly 
double  their  former  price,  was  it 
not  to  be  expected,  that  they 
would  be  proportionably  expenfive 
to  Government  ?  Betides,  the  ex¬ 
pence  was  greatly  encreafed,  by  the 
neceffity  of  keeping  pace  with  the 
ftrenuous  exertions  of  an  adverfary 
who  cared  not  what  expence  he  in¬ 
curred,  and  who  facrificed  all  the" 
commerce  of  his  country,  and  five- 
lixths  of  its  fpecie,  to  carry  on  the 
war.  The  compaiifon  which  had 
been  drawn,  between  the  money 
fpent  in  the  prefent  and  in  the 
American  war,  was,  he  faid,  er¬ 
roneous  ;  and,  in  proof  that  it  was 
fo,  he  brought  forward  a  calcula¬ 
tion,  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  fums  borrowed,  in  the  laft  four 
years  of  the  American  war, 
amounted  to  fixty-four  millions 
and  a  half,  and  that  not  more  than 
fifty-one  millions  had  been  ex¬ 
pended,  fince  the  commencement 
of  hoftilities  with  France.  A 
contrail  with  the  lavifh  expences 
of  the  enemy  was,  he  declared,  Hill 
more  favourable.  He  then  took 
a  review  of  the  revenue  and  com¬ 
merce  of  Great  Britain,  of  the 
profperity  of  which  he  drew  a 
highly  gratifying  picture  ;  affirm¬ 
ing  that  the  revenue  was  as  great 
as  ever,  and  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country  was  confider- 
ably  increafed.  The  terms  on 
which  money  had  been  raifed 
for  the  conteft,  he  Hated  to  be 
more  advantageous,  by  one  and 
a  half  per  cent,  than  the  terms  ob¬ 
tained  during  the  American  war  ; 
and  he  feized  this  opportunity  to 
make  a  warm  panegyric  on  the 
wifdom  difplayed  by' Mr.  Pitt,  in 
eftablilhing  a  finking  fund,  with  an 
annual  million,  for  the  redemption 
of  the  national  debt.  On  the 
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queftion  whether  the  exertions  of 
the  mi  miters'  had  been  proportioned 
to  the  magnitude  of  thefums  which 
they  had  fpent,  he  ftrongiy  argued 
in  the  affirmative  expatiating  on 
the  vaft  increafe  of  our  naval  and 
military  force,  and  the  vigorous 
efforts  which  had  been  made,  both 
by  fea  and  land  ;  and  enumerating, 
in  a  triumphant  tone,  the  conqueils 
which  we  had  gained, by  dint  of  rhole 
eftbr'ts.  The  railing  of  funis,  with¬ 
out  the  fan&ion  of  parliament,  he 
owned  to  be  a  proceeding  of  which 
he  disapproved  in  principle,  but 
which,  in  this  inftance,  was  juftified, 
by  the  complication  of  the  efti- 
mates,  and  the  war  being  carried 
on  in  fuch  different  quarters.  The 
wide  fphere  occupied  by  die  war, 
was  the  reafon,  too,  which  he  al¬ 
igned  for  the  want  of  corre&nefs 
in  the  eflimates  themfelves.  With 
refpeft  to  barracks,  he  deemed  it 
fufficient  to  anfwer,  that  parlia¬ 
ment  had  approved  of  the  fyftem, 
as  prudent  and  wife,  and  that  the 
Statement  of  expence,  on  that  head, 
had,  for  the  laft  five  years,  been 
annually  prefented  to  the  houfe. 

The  reafenings  of  Mr.  Jenkin* 
fon  were  backed  by  Mr.  Steele, 
who  entered  more  fully  into  fuch 
points  as  had  only  been  touched  on 
by  his  colleague.  The  navy  debt 
he  eftimated  fomewhat  lower  than 
Mr.  Grey  had  done,  and  he  al¬ 
leged  that  for  eleven  millions  and 
a  half  of  it,  out  of  thirteen  mil¬ 
lions,  provifion  was  already  made. 
But  the  debt  contracted  for  the 
military  fervice,  he  afferted  to  be 
only  feven  millions  and  a  half,  in. 
Head  of  fourteen  millions.  On 
the  whole,  he  thought  that,  under 
the  head  of  extraordinaries,  lefs 
had  been  expended  in  this  than  in 
any  former  war.  Arrears  had. 


he  owned,  been  due  to  the  army; 
but  they  were  now  difeharged, 
with  the  exception  of  an  infignifi. 
cant  fum,  of  fcarcely  fevemeen 
thoufand  pounds.  To  the  charge 
againft  minifters,  of  having  violat¬ 
ed  the  appropriation  aft,  he  ad¬ 
verted  in  carelefs  language,  as  be¬ 
ing  of  trivial  importance.  If  they 
had  violated  it,  they  had,  he  faid, 
done  no  more  than  their  prede- 
ceffors  had  done.  The  fame  dis¬ 
regard  of  it  had  always  been  fhewn, 
and  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
this  urns  deferving  of  blame.  He 
likewife  affirmed,  that  the  maxims 
advanced,  on  the  opponte  fide, 
with  regard  to  the  vote  of  credit 
were  erroneous,  and  that  the  mi¬ 
nifters  had  atfted  with  propriety, 
in  the  difpofal  of  the  Turns  which 
were  granted  by  the  vote.  La  Il¬ 
ly,  he  maintained,  that  the  new 
taxes  would  be  Efficiently  pro¬ 
ductive,  not  merely  to  meet  the 
eftimates,  but  alfo  to  cover,  with 
an  exception  of  about  two  mil¬ 
lions,  the  fums  which  would  be 
wanted  to  difeharge  the  intereft 
of  the  unfunded  debt. 

The  motion  for  a  Committee  was 
briefly  fupported  by  Mr.  Curwen, 
Mr.  Martin,  and  Mr.  M.  Robin- 
fon.  At  length,  after  a  reply  from 
Mr.  Grey,  in  which  he  vindicated 
the  correflnefs  of  his  ftatements 
and  arguments,  the  houfe  divided, 
and  the  motion  for  palling  to  the 
order  of  the  day  was  carried,  by 
two  hundred  and  feven  ayes, 
againft  forty-five  noes. 

The  rigid  ferutiny  entered  into, 
by  the  party  in  oppofition,  was 
not  confined  to  the  great  heads  of 
national  expenditure,  but,  at  leaft 
in  one  inftance,  was  extended  to  the 
munificence  fhewn  by  the  fovereign 
to  a  private  individual.  On  the 

retire. 
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retirement  of  Mr.  Burke  from 
public  life,  rich  only  in  fame 
and  the  confcioufnefs  of  having 
faithfully  performed  his  duty  to 
his  country,  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  reward  his  fervices,  as 
far  as  money  could  reward  fuch 
fervices,  by  the  grant  of  a  penfion. 
This  grant  was  piyable  out  of  the 
four  and  a  half  per  cent  fund, 
which  arifes  from  duties  levied  in 
Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  iflands. 
We  have  already  incidentally  no¬ 
ticed  one  or  two  inftances,  in  which 
this  penfion  was  commented  upon, 
with  much  vehemence,  in  both 
houfes  of  parliament.  But,  in  fad, 
fcarcely  a  debate  occurred,  on  the 
fubjeds  of  finance  and  the  confti- 
tution,  in  which  it  was  not  alluded 
to,  or  defcanted  on  ;  fometimes 
in  decorous  terms,  but  oftener  in 
language  which  was  difgraceful  to 
thofe  by  whom  it  was  employed. 
One,  however,  of  the  higheft  in 
rank  among  the  cenfurers  of  the 
grant,  received,  from  the  glowing 
and  indignant  pen  of  Mr.  Burke,  a 
chaftifement  which  mult  have  given 
him  ample  reafon  to  repent  the 
rafhnefs,  and  want  of  generous 
feeling,  which  he  had  difplayed  in 
his  attack. 

In  order  to  pave  the  way  for  a 
parliamentary  difcuffion  of  the 
King’s  bounty  to  Mr.  Burke,  the 
Earl  of  Lauderdale,  at  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  feffion,  moved  for  cer¬ 
tain  papers,  relative  to  grants, 
which  had  been  charged  on  the 
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four,  and  a  half  per  cent  duties. 
The  refult  of  this  was  a  defultory 
converfation,  carried  on  with  fo 
much  heat  and  perfonal  bitternefs, 
particularly  on  the  part  of  Lord 
Lauderdale,  that  Lord  Sydney 
ftrongly  expreffed  his  doubts,  whe¬ 
ther  he  had  not  got  into  Bedlam, 
inftead  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 
Here  the  bufinefs  refled,  till  after 
the  recefs,  when  Lord  Lauderdale 
again  brought  it  forward,  in  a 
different  and  lefs  hoftile 
form.  He  now  moved  that  wrCn 
an  addrefs  fhould  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  praying  him 
to  difpofe  of  the  produce  of  the 
four  and  a  half  per  cent  duties,  in 
fortifying,  and  otherwife  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  fafety  of,  the  Leeward 
Iflands.  As  the  ground  of  his  mo¬ 
tion,  he  affuined  that  the  duties 
were  originally  voted  for  the  pur- 
pofes  to  which  he  was  defirous  they 
fhould  be  applied,  and,  therefore, 
could  not  legally  be  diverted  to 
any  other;  and  this  he  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  prove,  by  a  variety  of  argu¬ 
ments.  But  his  arguments  were 
confuted  by  Lord  Grenville,  who 
fhevved,  from  authentic  and  irre¬ 
fragable  documents,  that  the 
Crown  had  a  right  to  apply  the 
duties  to  whatever  fervice  it 
might  deem  expedient.  On  a  dj- 
vifion,  the  motion  of  Lord  Lau¬ 
derdale  was  negatived,  by  forty- 
two  non-contents,  againft  only  fix 
contents. 


CHAP.  XX. 

Mr.  Pitt  brings  forward  a  fcond  budget.  Tax  on  printed  cottons  abandoned, 

and  replaced  by  the  Dog  Tax .  New  Tax  upon  Hats ,  and  upon  Wine • 
Statement  of  fervices  unprovided  for.  Meafure  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt  to 

s  relieve. 
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relieve  the  i iff  refs  cc  Caftans  d  by  the  fear  city  of  money.  Favourable  terms  of 
the  loan .  Mr.  Pitt  gives  an  highly  advantageous  account  of  the  re - 

fourees  of  the  country.  Reply  of  Mr.  Grey .  He  ce?fures  the  minfier 
with  the  utmoff  fevertty ,  animadverts  upon  the  enormous  amount  of  unpro¬ 
vided fervices ,  and  predicts ,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the fum  now  raijed  will 
not  be fufficient  to  f apply  the  deficiency.  He  is  fupported  by  Mr.  Fox ,  who 
cautions  the  houfe  not  to  be  deluded  by  the  idea  that  the  dowsifal  of  the 
French  fyfiem  of  finance  would  produce  the  ruin  of  the  republic.  Mode 
of  raifing  the  loan  cenfuredby  fome  members.  Reply  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The 
tax  bills  paffed.  Converfations  refpeiling  the  Sardinian  fubfidy ,  and  the 
probability  of  another  Imperial  Loan.  Severe  attach.  made,  in  the  upper 
houfe ,  upon  minifiers ,  by  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdownc.  He  moves  feveral 
ref  elutions ,  grounded  upon  the  celebrated  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
refpeiling  the  increafed  influence  of  the  Crown.  He  points  out,  and  firongly 
animadverts  upon ,  various  abufes ,  in  different  departments  of  the  fate.  De¬ 
fence  of  the  minifiers  undertaken  by  Lord  Grenville.  He  is  anfwered  by 
Lord  Lauderdale.  Elaborate  fpeech  of  Lord  Auckland ,  proving  the  re- 
four  ces  of  the  country  to  be  in  a  highly  prof perous flat e.  It  is  controverted 

by  Lord  Lauderdale.  The  reflations  are  rejected  by  a  very  large  ma¬ 
jority.  Mr.  Grey  moves  certain  reflations ,  accufing  the  minifiers  of  mif 
applying  the  public  money ,  and  deceiving  the  houfe ,  by  falfe  accounts. 
Reply  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Rejoinder  of  Mr.  Fox.  7  he 
reflations  are  got  rid  of,  by  the  previous  quefiion.  Speech  of  the  Earl  of 
Moira ,  on  Finance,  and  confequent  converfation,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers . 
The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  moves  various  financial  reflations.  Debate  upon 
the  motion.  The  previous  quefiion  is  paffed  on  his  refiolutions , 


TV1  LY  haraffed  as  he  was, 
by  the  financial  animadver- 
fions  of  his  Opponents,  and  know¬ 
ing  as  he  did  the  finiiler  effed 
produced  upon  the  public  mind  by 
every  additional  pecuniary  bur¬ 
then,  it  mult  have  been  with  no 
frnall  reludance  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  fubmitted  to  the 
fiecefiiry  of  propofing  to  the  houfe, 
during  the  fame  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  unprecedented  meafureof 
a  fecond  budget  and  a  fecond 
loan.  Such,  however,  was  the  ex¬ 
pend  venefs  of  the  war  in  which 

A  the  country  was  engaged 

that  he  bad  no  refource  but 

I  ' 

to  bring  forward  the  mea¬ 
sure. 

The  rmnifter  did  not  diflemble 
that  he  felt,  on  this  occafion,  a 


confiderable  portion  of  anxiety  and 
folicitude.  But  he  declared  that, 
neverthelefs,  after  a  deliberate, 
careful,  and  minute  examination, 
he  approached  the  fubjed  of  that 
night's  debate  with  a  fincere  and 
rooted  confidence  in  the  ability  ol 
the  nation  to  maintain  the  prefent 
conteft  ;  and  he  added  that,  if  he 
fhould  be  able  to  do  juftice  to  the 
truth  of  the  fads,  he  doubted  not 
the  houfe  would  allow  that  his 
confidence  was  well  founded,  and 
that  we  had  the  fureft  grounds  to 
indulge  in  a  hope  of  our  ultimate 
fuccefs. 

The  three  principal  points  to 
which  he  meant  to  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe,  he  {fated  to  be 
the  fiubftitution  of  new  ways  and 
means,  in  place  of  fome  which  he 
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had  adopted  in  his  former  budget, 
but  which  he  now  thought  it  policy 
to  relinquifh  ;  the  ftatement  of, 
and  means  of  providing  for,  fuch 
fervices  as  had  not  been  forefeen  ; 
and  the  plan  which  he  deemed  it 
advifable  to  follow,  in  order  to 
give  facility  to  commercial  credit, 
and  remove  the  diftrefs  which  had 
arifen  from  the  temporary  demand 
for  money. 

In  his  former  ftatement  of  Ways 
and  Means  he  had  propofed  to 
raife  the  fum  of  135,000b  by  a 
tax  upon  printed  cottons  and  cal- 
licoes  :  that  tax  he  now  intended  to 
relinquilh  To  make  up  the  deficienc  y 
he  would  in  the  firft  place  apply  the 
furplus  produce  of  the  dog  tax, 
which  he  eftimated  at  100,000b 
The  remainder  of  the  defalcation 
he  intended  to  cover  by  a  change 
in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  duty 
upon  hats.  The  duty  was  at  pre- 
fent  colle&ed  through  the  medium 
of  a  paper  ftamp,  and  was,  in  con- 
quence,  fo  eafily  evaded,  that  the 
produce  had  funk  to  nearly  no¬ 
thing.  To  prevent  the  evafion, 
he  defigned  that  the  lining  of  the 
hat  ftiould,  for  the  future,  be 
ftamped.  By  this  alteration  the 
amount  of  the  duty  would,  he  cal¬ 
culated,  be  raifed  to  40,000b  The 
two  films  would  more  than  replace 
that  which  had  been  expected  from 
the  duty  upon  calicoes  and  linens. 

The  minifter  now  entered  upon 
the  head  of  fervices  for  which,  they 
not  having  been  forefeen,  it  was 
become  neceflary  to  make  provi- 
fton.  With  this  head,  he  faid, 
was  conne&ed  the  meafure  which 
he  intended  to  propofe  for  giving 
relief  to  the  general  ftate  of  credit 
in  the  country,  and  which  con- 
fifted  in  taking  out  of  the  market 
a  great  proportion  of  fohe  paper 


conftituting  the  unfunded  debt, 
and  thus  relieving  the  bank  from 
the  advances  that  it  had  made, 
and  enabling  it  to  allot  a  larger 
fum  of  money  to  commercial  dif- 
counts.  This  operation  would 
caufe  fome  encreafe  of  the  public 
burdens,  as  the  debt,  when  funded, 
would  bear  a  higher  intereft  than 
it  bore  while  in  its  floating  ftate. 

The  fervices  unprovided  for  he 
ftated  to  be,  army  extraordinaries, 
fince  the  31ft  of  December 
535,000b;  ordnance  200,000b; 
additional  fum  for  barracks 
267,000b  ;  fecretfervice  1 00,000b; 
and  ways  and  means  deficient  in 
the  laft  fupply  177,000b;  making 
together  a  fum  of  1,279,000b 
To  this  he  would  add,  he  faid,  a 
further  fum  of  1,221,000,  which 
would  be  required  to  cover  the 
whole  of  the  army  extraordinaries 
up  to  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1796.  The  whole  amount  being 
2,500,000b 

He  then  proceeded  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  an  account  of  the 
provifion  which  would  be  required 
for  funding  that  part  of  the  navy 
debt  which  remained  unfunded, 
and  alfo  the  debt  which  it  would 
be  requifite  to  incur,  fuppofing  the 
war  to  be  continued  to  the  clofe 
of  the  year  1796.  The  debt  al¬ 
ready  contracted,  and  the  probable 
debt,  he  eftimated  at  4,000,000b 

The  next  head  of  charge  arofe, 
he  faid,  from  the  neceffity,  under 
the  prefent  circumftances,  of  dimi- 
nifhing  the  unfunded  debt,  by  tak¬ 
ing  out  of  the  market  3,500,000b 
in  exchequer  bills.  While  this 
unfunded,  debt  continued  in  the 
market  it  prevented  the  bank  from 
giving  to  trade  that  affiftance 
which  it  ufually  gave.  Money, 
therefore,  muft  be  borrowed  for 

the 


336]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  17 96. 


the  payment  of  the  bills.  1  he 
intereft  of  the  borrowed  money 
being  one  and  a  half  pfcr  cent, 
more  than  that  of  the  bills,  and 
one  per  cent,  being  devoted  to  the 
finking  fund,  taxes  muft  be  impofed 
to  cover  the  additional  yearly 
charge,  which  would  amount,  he 
flared,  to  87,500b  * 

The  loan  which  he  had  raifed 
he  flated  at  7,500,000b  Of  this 
fum  two  millions  and  a  half  was 
deftined  for  extraordinary  fervices ; 
three  millions  and  a  half  for  the 
purcbafe  of  exchequer  bills  ;  half  a 
million  for  the  purchafe  of  navy 
bills  from  the  bank  ;  and  a  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  re-payment  to  the  bank 
of  advances  which  it  had  made  in 
exchequer  bills,  on  the  fecurity 
of  the  confolidated  fund. 

The  intereft,  which  muft  be 
provided  for  by  taxes,  was 
575,900b  This  fum  he  propofed 
to  '  raife  by  an  additional  duty,  of 
twenty  pounds  per  ton,  on  wine. 
The  confumption  of  wine,  he  in¬ 
formed  the  houfe,  far  from  finking 
under  the  duty  of  laft  year,  had 
very  materially  encreafed  ;  nor  did 
he  believe  that  the  prefent  addi¬ 
tion  would  produce  any  diminu¬ 
tion  of  the  quantity  imported.  As 
thirty  thoufand  tons  were  annually 
confumed,  the  produce  would  be 
6oo,ocob  ;  which  would  be  more 
than  fufficient  to  cover  the  intereft 
of  the  loan. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  fum  in 
ready  cafh,  to  pay  the  bank  i t  s 
(hare  cf  the  navy  debt,  it  was  his 
intention  that  the  prefent  tax, 
like  the  former,  fhould  attach  im¬ 
mediately  upon  the  vender.  1  he 
quantity  of  the  flock  on  hand 
would,  he  thought,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  bring  from  350,000,  to 
360,000  pounds  into  the  treaiury. 


The  produce  this  year,  towards 
the  fum  neceffary  to  be  permanent¬ 
ly  borrowed,  would,  therefore,  be 
from  900,000b  to  a  million  ;  and 
as  a  conflderable  portion  of  the 
expenditure,  particularly  on  ex¬ 
traordinaries,  would  not  be  paid 
in  the  prefent  year,  there  would 
be  a  large  furplus  of  cafh  applica¬ 
ble  to  the  purpofes  which  he  had 
mentioned. 

Having  concluded  this  detail, 
he  proceeded  to  lay  before  the 
houfe  the  terms  upon  which  he 
had  been  enabled  to  obtain  the 
loan.  The  bonus  which  he  had 
given  for  the  loan  was,  he  believed, 
the  leaft  that  had  ever  been  given 
for  any  loan  in  this  country.  It 
was  only  il.  19s.  9d.,  to  which 
muft  be  added  half  the  ufual  dif- 
count,  in  confequence  of  the  more 
rapid  payment  of  inftalments,  ail 
of  which  were  to  be  completed  in 
the  courfe  of  half  a  year.  The 
whole  bonus  was  but  3b  6s.  9d. 
Thefe  terms,  highly  advantageous 
as  they  were  in  themfelves,  were 
alfo  made  fubjetft  to  the  diferetion 
of  the  houfe,  in  cafe  it  fhould 
think  proper  to  avail  itfelf  of  a 
further  loan  of  three  millions  to 
the  Emperor.  Terms  fo  low  and 
fo  favourable,  made  too  at  a  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  people  were  difap- 
pointed  in  their  hopes  for  peace, 
and  tire  cup  was  dafhed  from  their 
lips  by  the  proud  unjuftiftabie,  do¬ 
mineering  pretenfions  of  the  French 
Directory,  were,  he  contended,  a 
demonftrative  proof  of  the  ftourifh- 
ing  ftate  of  our  refources,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  monied  men. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  Mr, 
Pitt  had  already  touched  upon  the 
fcarcity  of  money.  Owning  that 
it,  in  part,  proceeded  from  the 
great  expences  of  the  war,  he  de- 
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rued  that  they  were  its  princi¬ 
pal  caufe.  On  the  contrary,  he 
contended  that,  inftead  of  being 
the  refult.of  poverty  and  decreafe 
of  trade,  it  mainly  arofe  from  the 
increafed  commerce  of  the  king- 
dcm.  It  was  conne&ed  with  our 
large  growing  refources,  and  rich 
increafing  profperity.  Deep  and 
acute  politicians  well  knew  that 
the  circulating  medium  of  a  coun¬ 
try  mud  bear  a  certain  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  a<5Iive  capital,  to 
the  extent  of  commercial  fpecula- 
tion.  This  proportion,  generally 
true,  applied  more  particularly  at 
prefent  to  Great  Britain.  The 
evident,  the  acknowledged,  extent 
of  our  trade  had  encreafed  a  de¬ 
mand  for  money,  for  the  purpoies 
of  additional  fpeculations,  and  had 
called  for  a  large  quantity  of  me¬ 
dium.  But,  when  there  was  a 
great  unfunded  debt,  a  part  of  that 
medium  was  fwallowed  up,  and  the 
current  of  commerce  was  chained  ; 
becaufe  monied  men  chofe  rather 
to  lay  out  their  ready  cadi  on  the 
difcount,  then  highly  gainful,  of 
the  debt,  than  apply  it,  as  they 
otherwife  woulddo,  to  manufactur¬ 
ing  or  mercantile  purpofes. 

The  terms  upon  which  the  loan 
had  been  obtained  were,  he  faid, 
a  ftrong,  but  not  the  only,  proof 
of  the  magnitude  of  our  refources. 
The  produce  of  the  taxes,  far  from 
diminifhing  in  confequence  of  the 
^ar,  had  encreafed  much  beyond 
its  eftimated  amount,  and  the 
yearly  value  of  our  exports  and 
imports  abundantly  fhewed  that 
pianufaftures  and  commerce  were 
m  a  flourifhing  ftate. 

The  permanent  revenue  of  the 
country  he  eftimated  to  exceed,  bv 
nore  than  three  hundred  thoufand 
rounds  annually,  the  fum  offixteen 
Vo l.  XXXVIII. 
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millions,  which  had  been  calculat¬ 
ed  as  neceffary  tor  the  fupport  of 
a  peace  eftablifhment.  To  this 
furplus  was  to  be  added  three 
hundred  thoufand  a  year  from  the 
lottery,  and  five  hundred  thoufand 
per  annum,  from  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  which,  though  not  paid 
during  the  war,  would  be  applica¬ 
ble  to  the  public  fervice  in  time 
of  peace.  So  fully  did  he  reckon 
upon  this  latter  refource,  that  he 
declared  it  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  a  part  of  the  folid  and  perma¬ 
nent  income  of  the  country,  and  he 
paid  a  high  compliment  to  Mr. 
Dundas,  who  had  managed,  with 
fo  much  wifdom  and  fuccefs,  the 
affairs  of  the  company. 

On  the  finking  fund,  to  which, 
in  a  great  degree,  he  attributed 
our  ability  to  carry  on  hoftilities, 
he  made  a  fplendid  panegyric  ;  not 
forgetting,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
hint  that  our  anceftors  had  betray¬ 
ed  a  want  of  fpirit  or  fagacity,  in 
negletfting  to  avail  themfelves  of 
fuch  a  powerful  means  of  faving 
their  defendants  from  the  burthen 
of  taxation. 

From  the  favourable  circum- 
ftances  which  he  had  brought  for¬ 
ward  to  the  houfe,  Mr.  Pitt  con¬ 
fide  red  himfelf  authorifed  to  draw 
the  conclufion  that  nothing  ought 
to  difeourage  us  from  perfe.vering 
in  a  war  fo  laudable  in  its  end, 
and  which  involved  our  dears  ft  and 
moft  complicated  interefts.  Al¬ 
luding  pointedly  to  the  members 
on  the  other  fide,  he  declared  his 
con vklion  that  the  enemy  in  keep- 
up  their  haughty  port,  and  en¬ 
deavouring  .to  d  fta'e  terms  toGre;  t 
Britain,  thought  themfelves  war¬ 
ranted  by  the  abjedl  manner  in 
which  fome  gentlemen  had  ftated 
the  refources  of  this  country. 

[V]  Then 
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Then,  after  {lightly  touching  on 
the  ruined  date  of  the  French 
finances,  he  concluded  by  predict¬ 
ing  that,  if  we  were  not  wanting 
to  ourfelves,  the  ultimate  lflue  of 
the  canted  would  be  glorious,  and 
that,  by  the  bleffing  of  providence, 
we  ftiould  deliver  ourfelves  from 
the  word  of  dangers,  and  tranfmit 
to  pofterit/  the  valuable  lefibn 
that  a  bankrupt,  turbulent,  and 
lawlefs  nation  can  never  meafure 
itfelf  with  the  fpontaneous  and 
well-regulated  energy  of  a  free 
and  a  loyal  people. 

The  tone  of  confidence,  and 
even  of  triumph,  with  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ad- 
drelled  the  houfe,  was  not  differed 
to  pafs  unreprobated  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  opposition.  Mr.  Grey,  in 
particular,  animadverted  upon  it 
witfi  his  ufual  feverity.  Had  the 
minifter,  he  indignantly  faid,  in- 
flead  of  coming  forward,  for  the 
third  time  in  fourteen  months,  to 
lay  frefh  burthens  upon  the  nation, 
come  forward  to  fay  that  he, was 
enabled  to  alleviate  the  diffrefs  of 
that  nation,  and  to  relieve  it  from 
feme  of  its  imports  ;  had  he,  indead 
of  having  blotted  the  annals  of  the 
country,  and  tarnilhed  the  glory 
of  the  prefent  reign,  had  he 
brightened  the  regal  diadem,  and 
furnilhed  to  Britifh  hidory  an 
epoch  exempt  from  misfortune, 
mifery,  and  difgrace  ;  then,  indeed, 
he  might,  with  feme  judice,  have 
afiumed  that  triumphant  air  with 
which  he  no\v  vainly  attempted  to 
cover  his  inability  and  mifeondudk 
On  fuch  a  day  as  this  of  humili¬ 
ation,  both  to  the  houfe  and  the 
country,  it  would  better  have  be¬ 
come  him  to  have  made  a  confeffi- 
on  of  contrition,  than  to  have  in¬ 
dulged  in  farcaftic  or  idle  decla¬ 


mation.  One  thing,  howevef> 
the  fpeech  of  the  minider  proved, 
and  that  was  the  complete  fallacy 
of  all  his  former  affertions  and 
ftatements.  He  had  been  told  that 
the  provifion  made  for  the  demands 
of  the  year,  extravagant  and  enor¬ 
mous  as  it  was,  would,  neverthe- 
lefs,  be  inadequate,  he  had  denied 
if,  but  was  now  compelled  to 
come  to  the  houfe,  and  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  it  was  fo.  Enquiry 
had  been  called  for,  he  had  refilled 
ir,  but  had  now  fhewn  that  it  was 
then  necedary,  and  was  become 
more  neceffary  than  ever. 

On  the  fubje£l  of  the  increafe  of 
commerce  Mr.  Grey  at  prefent 
declined  a  difeuffion.  He  remark¬ 
ed,  however,  that  the  arguments 
which  had  been  urged  to  prove 
that  increafe  were,  in  fome  parts 
fallacious,  and,  on  the  whole, 
were  by  no  means  fo  conclufive  as 
the  minifter  appeared  to  imagine. 
But,  granting  them  to  their  ut- 
moft  extent,  Hill  an  increafed  com¬ 
merce  was  no  excufe  for  an  increaf¬ 
ed  extravagance,  nor  could  it  fu- 
perfede  the  neceflity  impofed  by 
their  duty,  upon  the  members  of 
the  houfe,  to  enquire  into  the 
amount  and  the  fairnefs  of  the  bur¬ 
thens  to  which  their  conftituents 
were  fubje&ed. 

On  the  propofed  taxes  the 
honourable  member  made  few  ob¬ 
servations.  His  principal  objec¬ 
tion  was  that,  in  both  inftances, 
the  minifter,  had  rated  the  pro¬ 
duce  much  higher  than  he  was 
warranted  in  doing. 

The  new  demands  for  un¬ 
provided  fervices  amounting  to 
1,279,000k  he  looked  upon  with 
a  jealous  eye  ;  and  he  reminded  the 
houfe  that  the  n  ’nifter,  when  he 
brought  forward  his  budget  in 

December, 
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December,  allured  them  that 
abundant  provifion  was  made  for 
all  the  expences  of  the  enfuing 
year.  Since  then  no  unforefeen 
neceffities'  had  arifen,  no  frefh 
claims  had  occurred,  to  juftify  the 
impofition  of  frefh  burthens.  The 
hoftile  difpofition  of  the  enemy, 
the  continuance  of  theconteft,  had 
then  been  calculated  upon  ;  they 
were  not  difeoveries  of  yeflerday, 
and  could,  therefore,  furnifh  no 
apology  for  the  exorbitant  demands 
which  were  now  made. 

Yet,  exorbitant  as  were  the 
prefen t  demands  upon  the  public, 
Mr.  Grey  contended  that  they 
were  not  fufficient  to  cover  the 
whole  of  the  deficiency.  If  the 
miniller,  he  faid,  had  afted  with 
that  manlinefs  and  fairnefs  for 
which  he  took  credit,  he  ought  to 
have  provided  intereft  for  a  fum  of 
at  lead  fourteen  millions.  In  fup- 
port  of  this  affertion  he,  from  a 
calculation  of  the  expenditure  of 
1794  and  1795,  argued  that  the 
unfunded  navy  debt,  eftimated  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
at  only  1,640,000!.,  would  not  be 
lefs  than  feven  millions,  and  that 
the  fum  of  four  millions  would  be 
found  inadequate  for  the  fervice  of 
the  current  year.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  army  and  the  civil  lift 
were  in  arrear,  and  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  ftate  had  fuffered  from 
the  mifmanagement  of  its  con- 
du&ors.  If  the  houfe  would  go 
into  an  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of 
the  finances,  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
make  it  appear  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  monftrous  loan  of  twenty- 
five  millions  which  had  been  voted, 
the  minifter  had  not  provided  in¬ 
hered  for  the  outftanding  debt. 
Under  fuch  circumftances,  he 
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thought  Mr.  Pitt,  inftead  of  afTum- 
ing  a  high  and  haughty  tone,  ought 
to  have  come  down  to  implore  the 
houfe  to  grant  a  bill  of  indemnity 
for  his  errors,  extravagance  and 
mi  fcon  duff. 

He  clofed  his  fpeech  by  advert¬ 
ing  to  what  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  mentioned,  with 
refpedl  to  the  amount  of  a  peace 
eftablifhment.  That  eftablifhment, 
Mr.  Grey  aflerted,  could  not  be 
dated  at  lefs  than  twenty-two  mil¬ 
lions  annually ;  while  the  taxes, 
even  fuppofing  them,  contrary  to 
all  probability,  not  to  fall  off  in 
their  produce,  would  not  reach 
within  two  millions  and  a  half  the 
fum  required.  New  taxes,  there¬ 
fore,  muft  be  laid  on  to  fupply  the 
defalcation.  In  a  committee  of 
enquiry,  for  which  he  once  more 
called,  he  would,  he  faid,  prove, 
in  a  farisfaCtory  manner,  the  truth 
ofhis  affertions. 

Mr.  Grey  was  feconded  by  Mr* 
Fox,  who  dwelt  upon  the  fame 
topics,  with  fomewhat  lefs  of 
cauftic  feverity,  but  with  his  ufual 
eloquence.  Some  of  the  points  he 
urged  more  ftrongly,  fome  he 
placed  in  different  lights,  and  the 
whole,  hackneyed  as  they  had 
been  in  the  houfe,  he  rendered  at¬ 
tractive  by  the  force  and  anima¬ 
tion  of  his  language.  On  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  French  finances,  which 
had  not  been  touched  by  his 
honourable  friend,  he  entered  with 
great  animation,  and  conjured  the 
houfe  not  to  be  deluded  with  the 
idea  that  the  downfal  of  the  French 
paper-money  would  be  the  inevita¬ 
ble  caufe  of  the  downfal  of  France* 
Aflignats  had  fallen,  mandats 
might  follow  them,  and  fome- 
thing  elfe  fucceed  them,  of  which 
[T  2]  we 
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we  could  know  nothing;  :  but  the 
republican  government  might,  not¬ 
withstanding,  remain  unfhaken. 

The  arrears  which  government 
were  under  to  various  branches  of 
the  public  fervice,  Mr.  Fox, 
likewjfe,  very  forcibly  animad¬ 
verted  upon.  Even  the  fmallell 
penfions  were,  he  faid,  in  arrear. 
Even  the  miferable  pi  trance  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  the  daily 
fubfiilence  of  the  miferable  French 
emigrants  was  in  the  fame  filia¬ 
tion. 

A  few  obfervations  were  alfo 
made  by  Mr.  Alderman  Newnham, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  General  Smith, 
the  latter  of  whom  denied  that  the 
Eaft  India  Company  would  ever 
be  able  to  pay  any  part  of  the  half 
million  for  which  credit  had  been 
taken  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

The  mode  in  which  the  loan 
had  been  raifed  was  another  fub- 
jeCI  of  cenfure.  The  loan  was 
afferted  to  be  a  clofe  and  Ihut-up 
loan,  raifed  in  defiance  of  the  ap¬ 
proved  fyftem  of  competition,  and 
notwithstanding:  competition  had 
been  offered  by  fifteen  or  fix  teen 
refpeClable  houfes  in  the  metro¬ 
polis.  When  would  the  loan  levK 
athan,  it  was  afked,  be  fatisfied,  or 
how  long  was  he  to  have  loans  on 
his  own  terms  ? 

A  fpiritedand  fa  tb  factory  reply 
was  made,  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  With  refpeft  to 
the  clofe  nature  of  the  fecond  loan, 
he  ftated  that  it  arofe  from  the 
agreement  made  with  MefTrs.  Bqyd 
an  I  Ben.fi  eld  for  the  fir  it  loan,  by 
which  he  was  tied  up  from  making 
an  additirnal  loan  uii  the  payments 
on  the  firff  were  completed.  That 
agreement  left  him  no  alte  native 


but  to  clofe  with  the  prefent  con¬ 
tractor®. 

The  objections  of  Mr.  Grey 
to  his  ftatement  of  the  probable 
amount  of  the  navy  debt,  he  an- 
fwered  at  fome  length,  at  d  main¬ 
tained  the  corrednefs  of  the  cal¬ 
culation  from  which  his  own  ftate¬ 
ment  was  drawn.  He  contended, 
too,  that  the  idea  which  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  lormed  of 
our  future  peace  eftablilhment,  and 
the  incompetency  of  our  taxes  to 
fupport  it,  was  erroneous,  and  that 
we  had  fufficient  means  to  anfwer 
all  future  demands,  which  could 
poffibly  be  forefeen. 

The  refolutions  were,  at  length, 
put,  and  agreed  to,  without  a  di- 
vifion.  In  their  paffage  through 
the  houfe,  the  various  bills,  found¬ 
ed  upon  the  refolutions,  gave  rife 
to  fome  defultory  and  pointed  con- 
verfation,  but  not  to  any  remark 
or  difeuflion  which  has  a  claim  to 
be  recorded. 

To  the  fubjeCl  of  fubfidies  the 
members  of  oppofition  more  than 
once  called  the  attention  of  the 
houfe.  rl  he  fituation  of  affairs 
in  Italy  induced  them  to  call  upon 
the  minifter  for  explanations  as  to 
the  continuance  of  the  fubfidy  to 
the  King  of  Sardinia  ;  nor  did  they 
confxder  his  anfwer  as  at  all  fatis- 
faCIory.  They  were  equally  ur¬ 
gent  to  obtain  information  from 
him,  as  to  the  probability  of  an¬ 
other  loan  to  the  Emperor,  ar.d 
were  equally  difpleafed  at  his  re- 
fufal  to  comply  fully  with  their 
demands.  He  would  not,  he  told 
them,  bind  himfelf  to  give  up  an 
'  Auftrian  loan' this  year,  he  would 
only  fay  that  he  fhouf<4  not  propofe 
it  in  the  courfe  of  this  feflion.  This 
reply  was  fo  offenfive  to  Mr. 
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Grey  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  they 
declared  they  would  move  a  refo- 
lution  that  to  apply  money  during 
the  recefs,  for  a  loan  to  the  Em¬ 
peror,  was  a  high  crime  and  mif- 
demeanotir.  This  threat,  how¬ 
ever,  they  did  not  carry  into  exe¬ 
cution. 

The  next  attack  noon  minifters 

L 

was  made  in  the  upper 
houfe,  by  their  ftrenuous 
opponent,  the  Marquis  of 
Lanfd  own.  H  is  motion  was 
grounded  upon  the  famous  refolu. 
tion,  palled  during  the  American 
war,  that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
had  increafed,  was  increafing,  and 
ought  to  be  diminifhed.  Many  of 
theprefent  adminiftrarion,  he  faid, 
had  fupported  that  refolution,  and 
the  meafures  to  which  it  gave  rife, 
among  the  moft  prominent  of 
which  was  a  commillion  of  public 
accounts  ;  and  he  now  offered  them 
an  opportunity  to  vindicate  their 
characters,  and  fatisfy  the  public 
opinion,  by  proving  that  they  (till 
kept  firm  to  the  facred  pledge 
which  was  then  given  by  them. 
If  they  had  kept  firm,  it  was  not 
proper  that  they  fhould  be  the 
victims  of  mifreprefentation.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  had,  in¬ 
deed,  violated  that  pledge,  defert- 
ed  the  principles  which  they  once 
held,  and  apoflatized  from  the  caufe 
which  they  fet  out  by  efpoufing,  it 
was  juft  and  proper  that  the  public 
fhould  be  in  pofifeflion  of  documents 
upon  which  to  form  a  correct 
and  impartial  eftimate  of  their 
character. 

The  reports  formerly  prefented 
to  the  houfe,  by  the  commiffion  of 
public  accounts,  were  the  materials 
from  which  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  reafoning  of  the  noble  Marquis 
was  drawn.  He  began  by  calling 


the  attention  of  the  peers  to  the 
fecond  report.  That  report  re¬ 
commended  the  corvfolidntion  of  all 
the  different  boards  into  one,  and 
had  received,  in  the  year  1782, 
the  warmeft  approbation  which 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  be¬ 
llow.  By  the  plan  of  confolida- 
tion,  fifteen  our  of  twenty-five 
places  would  be  abolifhed,  the  na¬ 
tional  expence  receive  a  eonfider- 
able- redtrftion,  and,  which  was  of 
much  higher  importance,  influence 
would  be  greatly  diminifhed,  as 
each  of  the  places  might  be  fup- 
pofed  capable  of  gaining  a  member 
of  parliament,  if  members  could 
poflibly  be  gained. 

The  ninth  report,  to  which  he 
next  referred,  related  to  the  pay 
of  the  army,  which  it  ftated  to  be 
a  compofition  and  decompofition 
of  myflery,  ambiguity,  and  fraud. 
The  language  of  his  lordfhip  was 
fcarcely  lefs  forcible  than  that  of 
the  report.  He  feverelv  arraigned 
the  exifting  intricate  mode  of 
keeping  a  hundred  feparate  and 
diftindl  accounts,  inftead  of  com- 
prifing  the  whole  under  the  two 
fimple  heads  of  fubfiftence  and 
arrears.  By  this  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  it  was  impofnble  for  any 
part  of  the  army,  from  the  fbldier 
to  the  general,  to  know  whether 
it  was  impofed  upon  or  not.  It 
could,  in  reality,  only  be  followed 
for  the  purpofes  of  fraud  and  con¬ 
cealment,  to  fupport  idle  clerks  by 
the  fvveat  of  a  deferving  foldiery, 
and  enable  minifters  to  apply, 
without  detection,  the  public  mo¬ 
ney  to  other  ufes  than  thofe  for 
which  it  was  voted  by  parliament. 
If  this  were  not  the  cafe,  why  had 
not  the  clear  and  eafy  plan  been 
adopted,  which  was  fuggeited  by 
the  commifiioners. 
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The  eleventh  report,  relating  to 
the  unfunded  debt,  he  faid,  was 
defigned  to  acquaint  the  people 
with  the  real  extent  of  the  bur¬ 
thens  incurred  by  them  during 
war,  and  to  prevent  the  debt  from 
increafmg  more  rapidly  than  the 
means  of  payment  ;  but,  like  every 
other  beneficial  pfopofition,  it  had 
been  rejected  by  the  miniders. 

On  the  fourteenth  report,  refpe<5l» 
jng  the  patent  officers  of  the  board  of 
cuftoms,  he  fpoke  at  much  length. 
The  report  divided  the  offices  into 
four  daffies,  the  illegal,  the  ufelefs, 
thofe  which  were  executed  by  de¬ 
puty,  and  thofe  which  might  be 
confolidated  ;  and  it  recommended 
the  abolition  of  all  fuch  offices  as 
were  needlefs.  To  obtain  that 
abolition  was,  the  noble  Marquis 
faid,  one  object  of  the  refolutions 
which  he  intended  to  move.  The 
number  of  officers,  utterly  ufelefs, 
in  the  port  of  London  and  the  out- 
ports,  he  dated  to  be  two  hundred 
and  eighteen,  receiving  annual  fala- 
ries  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
andfixty-fix  thoufand  pounds.  Nor 
would  the  faving  of  thefe  falaries  be 
the  only  benefit  derived  from  the 
extinction  of  thofe  offices.  The 
offices  themfelves  were,  he  afferted, 
prejudicial  to  trade  and  to  the  re¬ 
venue,  and,  in  fupport  of  this  affier- 
tion,  he  produced  fome  indances, 
which  had  occurred,  of  a  driking 
and  ludicrous  nature.  Yet  even 
this,  he  faid,  was  not  the  word. 
An  abufe  exided  of  the  mod  auda¬ 
cious  kind,  and  which  no  well  re¬ 
gulated  government  would  tolerate. 
Offices  originally  defigned  as  checks 
upon  each  other,  were  all  accumu¬ 
lated  in  a  fingle  individual,  who 
erformed  at  once  the  different  and 
oftile  duties  of  commiffioner,  col- 
}eCtor;and  comptroller,  AJ1  this  was 


differed,  notwithdanding  a  bill,  to 
remedy  it,  had  been  ratified  by  the 
board  of  cuftoms,  fan&ioned  by  or  e 
ot  his  Majefty’s  law-officers,  and 
fupported,  at  one  period,  by  all  the 
influence  of  the  crown.  That  bill, 
for  the  reform  of  patent  offices,  was 
yet  to  be  found  in  the  office  of  the 
fecretary  of  date,  but  why  it  had 
been  differed  to  deep  there,  was  not 
eafily  to  be  imagined. 

The  mint,  he  faid,  dood  in  need 
of  reform  ;  and,  after  what  had 
been  urged  on  the  fubjeft  of  crown 
lands,  he  fhould  have  expeCled  fome 
improvement  on  that  {core,  or,  at 
lead,  not  to  have  heard  of  any 
more  grants  of  thofe  lands  being 
made  to  individuals. 

From  thp  crown  lands  he  turned 
to  confider  the  influence  of  the 
erowm,  which,  he  contended,  had 
augmented  to  a  great,  enormous, 
and  alarming  degree.  He  remind¬ 
ed  the  houfe  that  no  fmaller  a  fum 
than  t, 300,0001.  had  been  expend¬ 
ed,  without  the  confent  of  the  le- 
gidature,  upon  objecds  unheard  of 
in  the  hidory  of  the  country,  upon 
the  ereftion  of  barracks,  which,  in 
reality,  were  nothing  lefs  than  arm¬ 
ed  fortreffes.  Barracks,  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent,  he  allowed  might  be 
neceffiary  and  ufeful,  but  that  ad- 
miffion  would  not  difprove  that,  to 
their  prefent  extent,  they  might 
not  fubvert  the  conditution.  In  all 
the  departments  of  the  army 
might,  he  faid,  be  perceived  the 
alarming  increafe  of  crown  influ¬ 
ence.  It  feemed  the  fyflem  of  this 
reign  to  pay  all  attention  to  the 
army.  An  augmentation  of  pay, 
and  a  variety  of  douceurs,  were 
given  to  the  foldiery  by  the  king. 
The  credit  of  this  was  to  be  enjoy¬ 
ed  by  the  fovereign  :  the  expence, 
however^  wras  kindly  placed  to  the 
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account  of  the  nation.  Formerly, 
•only  the  younger  branches  of  fami¬ 
lies  embraced  the  military  profef- 
{ion  ;  now,  whole  families  were  en- 
lifled  ;  and  their  conftitutional 
knowledge  was  negle&ed,  and  their 
duty,  in  truth,  deferted,  by  thofe 
elder  Tons  of  families  who,  leaving 
to  their  younger  brothers  the  ftudy 
of  military  fcience,  ought  to  be  the 
guardians  of  the  national  liberty, 
and  the  public  truft. 

The  ufual  article  of  army  extra¬ 
ordinaries,  in  the  annual  accounts 
called  forth  all  the  feverity  of  the 
•noble  marquis.  Thofe  accounts, 
he  laid,  were  fo  my  fteiioufly  drawn 
out  that  it  was  altogether  impoffi- 
fole  for  a  human  being  to  make  any 
thing  of  them.  No  accidental  am¬ 
biguity,  no  difficulty  naturally  to 
be  expeded  in  the  elucidation  of  a 
complicated  fubjed,  was  the  caufe 
of  myftery  in  thefe  accounts.  In¬ 
genuity,  of  no  mean  kind,  had  been 
required  to  envelop  them  in  their 
Grange  obfcuriry.  According  to 
the  fyftem  now  purfued,  any  thing 
might  come  under  the  head  of  army 
extraordinaries.  In  looking  over 
thofe  accounts,  gre?t  fervices 
would,  in  fome  mftances,  be  found 
performed  at  a  nominally  fmall  ex- 
pence;  in  other  inftances,  thoufands 
alter  thoufands  would  appear  fquan- 
dered  upon  inlignificant  objeds. 
There  might  be  found  fame  expend¬ 
ed  under  the  general  title  “  for  the 
public  fervice/*  with  Xi  ditto/* 
frequently  repeated ;  and,  in  one 
cafe,  the  noble  fpeaker,  had  difco- 
vered,  he  laid,  a  fum  paid,  ic  for 
the  public  good. By  this  way  of 
proceeding,  miniftere,  while  they 
pompoully  minuted  down  the  pur- 
chafe  of  a  two  penny  medicine 
cheft,  could  difpofe,  at  their  plea- 
fure4  of  thirty  or  forty  thoufand 


pounds  without  the  confent  of  par¬ 
liament.  Yet  defective,  bewilder¬ 
ing,  mutilated,  as  thefe  accounts 
were,  they  were  never  produced, 
as  they  ought  to  be,  on  the  hr  ft  day 
of  the  feffion  ;  they  were  always 
held  back,  till,  at  a  late  period  of 
the  fittings  of  the  legislature,  they 
were  absolutely  extorted  from  the 
relufiant  mini  dry. 

The  re-eftablifhment  of  the  of¬ 
fice  of  third  feeretary  of  ftate,  by 
thofe  who  had  voted  the  abolition 
of  that  office  ;  the  appointment  of 
a  tranfport  board  ;  the  India  bill  » 
and  the  bill  for  the  Weftmmfter 
police;  were  all,  in  turn,  touched 
upon,  by  the  noble  fpeaker,  with 
no  mean  eloquence,  and  with  fhll 
greater  feverity.  Time,  he  de¬ 
clared,  would  fail  him  to  go  through 
the  catalogue  of  abides  which  had 
been  introduced,  or  faufUoned,  by 
the  prefent  adrainiftration* 

But  what  feemed  to  him  the  moR 
ferio^s  evil  of  the  whole,  was  the 
unlimited  credit  upon  the  bank, 
which  had  been  voted  to  the  minif- 
ter  in  a  bill,  repealing  that  ftatute 
of  William  and  Mary,  whereby 
the  credit  of  the  government  upon 
the  bank  was  placed  under  falutary 
reftriftions.  That  repeal  left  the 
bank  at  liberty  to  ftretch,  as  far  as 
it  pleafed,  its  credit  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  placed  within  the  reach 
of  the  -mkdiier  ao.  ample  refource, 
of  which  'he  might,  upon  occafioa, 
avail  himfelf,  without  the  confent 
of  parliament.  The  bank,  on  the 
prefent  fyftem,  might  be  converted 
into  a  citadel  in  the  midft  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  {land  in  the  place  of  Par¬ 
liament,  between  the  king  and  the 
nation.  -• 

Declaring  that  it  was  not  his.  in¬ 
tention  to  enter  at  prefent  upon  the 
fubjecl  of  finance,  which  would  be 
[3"  4]  to® 
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too  voluminous,  he  clofed  his  fpeech 
by  moving  a  feries  of  resolutions, 
Hating  that,  as  there  appeared  no 
intention,  on  the  part  of  mirufters, 
to  realize  tli£  meafures  of  reform 
propofed  by  the  reports  of  the  com. 
million,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  houfe 
to  enquire  whether,  lines  thofe  re¬ 
ports,  any  new  offices  had  been  cre¬ 
ated,  any  old  fajaries  increafed  on 
flight  pretences,  granted  for  fpecial 
purpofes,  or  continued,  though  the 
reafons  for  them  had  ceafed;  whe¬ 
ther  any  warrants  for  beneficial 
grants  had  been  dire&ed  ;  and,  on 
the  whole,  whether  the  public  ex- 
pences  had  exceeded  the  (applies 
which  had  been  annually  granted. 
The  refolutions  alfo  fpoke  of  the 
war,  as  a  conteft  without  a  plan  or 
objedl,  bloody  and  expenfive  be¬ 
yond  example,  ruinous  to  our  trade, 
exhaufting  to  our  refources,  and  ul¬ 
timately  tending  to  the  deftru&ion 
of  our  finances. 

The  lead  in  reply  was  taken  by 
Lord  Grenville,  who  animadverted 
upon  the  inconfiftency  of  the  noble 
marquis,  in  declaring  that  he  would 
not  enter  into  a  difeuffion  on  the 
finances,  yet,  at  the  fame  time, 
pointedly  introducing  them  into 
the  refolutions  which  he  had  moved. 
The  motion  itfelf  was  altogether 
the  moll  extraordinary  which  had 
ever  been  made,  and  wasfainconfo- 
nant  with  the  introdudory  haran¬ 
gue, that  it  was  not  eafy  to  reply  to 
them  in  the  fame  fpeech. 

To  the  charge  that  none  of  the  re¬ 
forms  pointed  out  by  the  reports  had 
been  effeded,  he  anfwered  by  ap¬ 
pealing  to  various  ads  of  the  legi fila¬ 
ture,  which  had  been  grounded  on 
the  fiuggellions  of  thofe  reports. 
With  refped  to  the  army  extraor¬ 
dinaries,  for  inllance,  he  muft,  he 
laid,  call  to  the  recolledion  of  the 


houfe  the  bills  and  regulations  made 

O 

ir  the  pay  office,  both  by  Mr. 
Burke,  and  Colonel  Barre,  which 
had  afforded  in  that  department 
much  beneficial  reform. 

The  noble  lord  remarked  that 
though  various  reforms  might,  at 
that  time,  appear  expedient  to  the 
commiffion  .ry  it  by  no  means  fol¬ 
lowed  that  they  were  expedient 
under  the  prefent  circumstances. 
With  regard  to  the  confolidation 
of  fome  of  the  public  offices  of  re¬ 
venue,  he  would  fay,  without  go- 
ing  into  minute  details,  that  from 
the  large  increafe  of  the  revenue, 
he  thought  the  plan  impracticable, 
and  that  no  let  of  men  deferved 
better  of  the  public,  for  zeal  and 
alacrity  of  duty,  than  the  gentle¬ 
men  holding  thofe  places  which  the 
noble  marquis  wilhed  to  fee  abo- 
lifhed. 

In  anfwer  to  what  the  noble 
mover  had  Hated  concerning  the  af- 
certainment  of  the  unfunded  debt, 
Lord  Grenville  replied  that,  in 
former  times  the  unfunded  debt  of 
the  navy  and  ordnance  ufed  to 
Hand  over,  but  that,  fince  the  pall¬ 
ing  of  an  aCt  which  forbade  their  fo 
doing,  they  had  always  been  as¬ 
certained,  and  the  account  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  within  the  courfe  of  the 
year. 

As  to  the  army  extraordinaries, 
he  Hated  that,  in  war,  they  could 
not  always  be  afeertained.  In  the 
articles  of  provifions  and  (lores,  for 
example,  it  was  impoffible  to  form 
calculations,  and,  therefore,  a 
fpeedy  audit  of  accounts,  which  the 
commilfioners  had  recommended, 
was  the  molt  effential  Hep  that 
could  be  taken.  This  fpeedy  audit 
was  the  bell  check  upon  fraud,  and 
minifters  deferved  the  credit  of  at¬ 
tending 
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tending  to  it  more  ftri&ly  than  any 
that  had  gone  before  them. 

The  patent  offices  were,  he  faid, 
held  by  a  legal  tenure,  and  could 
not  be  taken  away  without  mak¬ 
ing,  to  the  holders,  a  compenfarion 
more  onerous  to  the  public  than 
fuffering  them  to  retain  their  places 
Their  exiftence  gave  no  influence 
to  the  prefen t  government,  by 
which  they  were  not  created,  and, 
as  fafi  as  they  became  vacant,  they 
would  certainly  be  abolilhed.  Had 
miniflers,  indeed,  renewed  any  that 
became  vacant,  a  charge  might 
have  been  brought  againft  them, 
but  this  they  had  not  done. 

The  attack  on  the  fcore  of  bar¬ 
racks,  as  an  innovation,  his  lord- 
fhip  repelled  by  appealing  to  the 
lift  on  the  table,  which  proved  that 
by  the  old  fyftem  there  were  bar¬ 
racks  for  twenty  thoufand  men  in 
time  ot  peace,  while  by  the  new 
fyftem  there  were  barracks  for  only 
fifteen  thoufand. 

The  appointment  of  a  third  fe- 
cretarv  of  ftate,  the  eftablifhrnent  of 
a  tranfport  board,  and  of  the  Weft- 
minfter  police,  were  defended  by 
Lord  Grenville,  on  the  ground  of 
public  utility.  Great  advantages 
had  accrued  from  them,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  ftill  greater  would 
accrue.  Much  evil,  he  faid,  had 
been  anticipated  from  the  circum- 
ibnee  of  the  rninifter  being  enabled 
to  procure  from  the  bank  any  fum 
which  he  wanted.  The  evil  was 
merely  imaginary,  for  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  rninifter  to  do  fo  did  not 
exift,  the  governor  and  directors 
being  in  poffemon  of  a  diferetionary 
power. 

.  All  the  ftatemenfs  of  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  were  ftrongiy  controverted 
by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  who 
rc-ftated  and  illuftrated,  with  great 
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ability,  moft  of  the  points  which 
had  been  touched  upon  by  the 
Marquis  of  Lanfdown.  Miniflers 
he  accufed  ot  having,  in  numerous 
inftanceSj'been  guilty  of  mifinanage- 
ment,  and  want  of  economy.  The 
giving  the  leafe  of  the  money  mar¬ 
ket  to  one  man,  and  thus  squander¬ 
ing  two  millions  of  the  public  mo¬ 
ney,  which  might  have  been  faved, 
lie  quoted  as  a  recent  and  ftriking 
example  of  their  contempt  of  eco¬ 
nomy.  The  benefit,  affirmed  to 
have  arifen  from  the  formation  of 
the  tranfport  board,  he  denied  to 
have  been  produced ;  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  third  fecretary,  he  treat¬ 
ed  with  blended  cenfure  and  ridi¬ 
cule  ;  and  the  account  given  by  the 
noble  lord  of  the  extent  of  the  bar¬ 
rack  eftablifhrnent,  he  contended 
to  be  grofsly  erroneous. 

The  miniflers  were  vindicated 
by  Lord  Kinnoul,  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  Earl  Spencer  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  between  the  latter  of 
whom  and  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale 
an  altercation,  tinctured  with  fome 
afperity,  took  place. 

Eut  the  moft  elaborate  foeaker 
on  the  fide  of  miniflers  was  Lord 
Auckland,  who,  having  expecled 
the  debate  to  turn  chiefly  on  the 
financial  fituation  of  the  country, 
came  down  to  the  houfe  furnifhed 
with  all  the  neceflary  documents  to 
fliow  that  our  resources  were  in  the 
moft  flouriihing  ftate,  and  that  the 
war  might,  consequently,  be  carri¬ 
ed  on  without  fear  of  a  falling  off 
in  the  revenue,  and  with  every 
hope  of  an  ultimate  triumph.  To 
d.-monftrate  the  improienent  of 
our  refhurces,  he  gave  a  compara¬ 
tive  view  of  certain  public  circum¬ 
stances  in  the  refpe£tive  periods  of 
1783-1  and  1 795-6.  In  this  view 
nothing  was  omitted  which*  could 

enable 
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enable  bis  hearers  to  form  an  acciN 
rate  judgment  upon  the  fubjeCt. 
The  price  of  flocks,  the  value  of 
manufactures  and  of  exports  and  im¬ 
ports,  the  quantity  of  (hipping,  the 
Eaft  India  revenue,  and  the  amount 
qf  the  permanent  taxes,  were  con- 
traded,  for  the  two  periods,  and 
the  refult  mani  felted  to  be  deci- 
fively  favourable  to  the  latter  pe¬ 
riod.  The  finking  fund  he  repre- 
lented  as  aCting  with  a  vigour 
which  promifed  a  rapid  extinction 
of  the  public  debt,  and  he  held 
forth  the  more  than  probability, 
pm  the  return  of  peace,  of  an  annual 
for  pi  us  of  a  million,  beyond  the  fum 
which  would  be  required  for  a 
peace  eftablilhmenf. 

This  favourable  reprefentatiorr, 
however,  was  not  admitted  to  be 
correCl  by  the  peers  in  oppofition. 
JLord  Moira  exprelfed  a  brief  but 
decihve  dident,  and  Lord  Lauder¬ 
dale  pledged  himfelf  to  prove,  on 
forne  future  day,  that  in  the  event 
of  a  peace,  fo  far  from  our  having 
to  boalt  of  a  furplus  of  revenue, 
there  would  certainly  be  found  a 
dark  and  gloomy  deficiency. 

A  few  remarks  upon  the  various 
arguments  Urged  againft  his  propo¬ 
rtion  were  made  by  the  Marquis 
of  Lanfdown.  The  refblutions 
were  then  put,  and  negatived  by  a 
large  majority  ;  there  being  only 
twelve  peers  who  voted  for  them, 
againft  a  hundred  and  four  who 
voted  for  their  rejection. 

The  fertile  fubjeCt  of  thedifpo- 
fal  of  the  public  money,  afforded 
the  members  in  oppofition,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  another  oppor¬ 
tunity,  before  the  clofe  of  the  fef- 
fion,  to  call  down  on  the  mini  iters 
the  cenfure  of  the  legiflature.  We 
have  already  feen  that,  in  mov¬ 
ing  for  a  committee,  to  enquire 


into  the  date  of  the  nation,  Mr, 
Grey  accufed  the  mi  Hitters  of  hav¬ 
ing  mifapplied  the  fums  which  had 
been  confided  to  them.  Having 
previoufly  obtained  feveral 
financial  documents,  he  now 
embodied  his  charges,  in 
the  fhape  of  fifteen  refblutions ; 
fourteen  of  which  enumerated  a  fe¬ 
ll  es  of  faCts,  and  the  fifteenth  de¬ 
clared  that,  in  the  cafes  recited, 
“  his.  roajefty’s  mintfters  had  been 
guilty  of  prefenting  falfe  accounts, 
calculated  to  miflead  the  houfe,  of  a 
flagrant  violation  of  various  aCts  of 
parliament,  and  of  a  grofs  mifappli- 
cation  of  the  public  money.’* 

The  two  aCts,  which  he  afferted 
to  have  been  violated,  were  the 
Appropriation  A  Cl,  and  the  aCt 
patted  for  regulating  the  office  of 
pay  matter  general  of  the  forces.  It 
was  to  conceal  their  infraction  of 
the  law  that  the  minifters  had, 
he  faid,  prefented  falfe  accounts 
to  parliament  ;  and  on  thefe 
offences  he  was  defirous  to  call 
down  the  heaviefi  cenfure  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

In  fupport  of  the  charge,  refpeCt- 
ing  the  aft  of  appropriation,  he 
brought  forward  feveral  inftances, 
in  which  monies  had  not  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  fpecific  purpofes,  for 
which  they  were  voted.  The  vio¬ 
lation  of  this  aCt  he  confidered  as 
indefenfible,  on  any  folid  or  even 
fpecious  ground.  On  the  fubjeCt 
of  extraordinaries  he  likewife  en¬ 
tered  very  fully,  and  fpoke  in  terms 
of  decifive  reprobation.  Proceed¬ 
ing  to  the  next  charge,  he  contend¬ 
ed  that,  in  contravention  to  theaCt 
for  regulating  the  paymafter  gene¬ 
ral’s  office,  fums  had  been  iffued  to 
the  pay  matter  himfelf,  inftead  of 
being  lodged  in  the  bank  ;  and  ba¬ 
lances,  to  the  amount  of  eighty- 

three 
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three  fhoufand  pounds,  had  been  al¬ 
lowed  ro  remain  in  his  hands.  His 
fall  topic  v/as  the  difpofition  paper, 
a  document  the  contrivance  of 
which  originated  in  the  reign  of 
the  fecond  Charles,  and  which  was 
intended  to  contain,  for  the  ufe  of 
parliament,  a  real  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  government 
had  expended  the  iupplies.  This 
p  per  he  arraigned,  as  being  now  a 
mere  form,  a  tiffue  of  falfehoods, 
winch  all  cried  fums  to  have  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  various  branches  of  fervice, 
when,  in  lad:,  no  fums  had  been  if- 
fued,  and  thofe  fervices  were  fill  in 
arrear.  This  converting  the  difpo¬ 
fition  paper  into  a  falfe  and  fraudu¬ 
lent  account,  he  held  to  be  a  crime 
of  no  fmall  magnitude;  and  he  de- 
fcribed  it  as  an  infult  and  an  impo- 
fition  on  the  houfe,  and  as  equally 
contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conlli- 
tution,  and  the  clear  letter  of  pofi- 
tive  laws. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  vindicated  himfelf,  with  much 
copioufnefs  and  temper,  from  the 
charges  which  had  been  alleged  by 
his  opponent.  He  did  not  deny 
that  the  letter  of  the  appropriation 
ad  had  been  violated,  but  he  jufti- 
fied  ,  on  the  plea  of  imperious  necef- 
fity,  the  deviation  from  the  Uriel 
commands  of  the  law,  and  he  urged 
that  fuch  deviations  had  been  in  a 
manner  fandioned,  by  ancient  prac¬ 
tice,  and  the  confent  of  the  houfe, 
lo  the  queftion  of  extraordinaries, 
he  devoted  a  conliderable  portion 
of  his  fpeech,  in  order  to  (hew  that 
they  had  always  been  permitted, 
that  they  could  not,  indeed,  be 
avoided,  and  that,  he  had  not,  on 


this  head,  been  guilty  of  greater  ex- 
cefs  than  any  of  his  predeceffors. 
With  regard  to  the  payment  faid  to 
have  been  made  to  the  pay  mailer 
general,  and  the  balance  left  in  his 
hands,  he  gave  a  full  and  fatisfac- 
tory  explanation.  The  fums  al¬ 
luded  to  had,  he  faid,  been  ilTued 
in  Exchequer  bills,  but  the  bank 
would  not  take  charge  of  any  thing 
except  cafh,  and  had  refufed  to  re¬ 
ceive  them.  The  paymafter  had* 
confequently,  been  placed  under 
the  neceffity  of  dilpofing  of  them 
himfelf.  An  arrangement  had, 
however,  been  iince  concluded,  by 
which  the  bank  agreed,  in  future, 
to  receive  bills  as  cafh.  As  to  the 
difpofition  paper,  he  pointed  out 
fome  important  errors,  into  which 
Mr.  Grey  had  fallen,  by  not  care¬ 
fully  examining  it  ;  and  he  main¬ 
tained  that,  from  the  earliefl  period 
when  fuch  a  document  was  known, 
therp  never  was  one  which  was  not 
liable  to  the  fame  objeftions  which 
had  been  advanced  againll  thofe  of 
the  prefen t  epoch.  Precifdy  the 
fame  manner  and  form  had  always 
been  followed  in  drawing  up  this 
document,  and,  therefore,  it  was 
obvious,  that  the  charge,  of  his 
wifhing  to  deceive  the  houfe,  muff 
fall  completely  to  the  ground. 

The  reafonings  of  the  miniflfer 
were  controverted  by  Mr.  Fox, 
after  which,  the  divifion  being  call¬ 
ed  for,  the  previous  queltion  was 
carried,  by  two  hundred  and  nino 
ayes,  againll  thirty-eight  noes. 

In  the  Hcufe  ol  Peers,  the  tri¬ 
umphant  Hatement,  which  had  re¬ 
cently  been  given,  by  Lord  Auck¬ 
land  %  with  refped  to  the  profper- 

ous 

It  Is  laid  that,  o:t 
the  portions  which  he  had  ad- 
cntcre.d  into  a  great  variety 


*  In  a  work  to  which,  in  a  note  to  Chapter  XVI.  we  have  alludet 
this  occafion  “  Lord  Auckland  laboured  to  maintain 
vanc«d  in  the  preceding  debate,  and  that  Lord  Lauderdale 
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of  expenditure  and  revenue,  the 
noble  earl  difplayed  great  powers 
of  ftatement  and  of  calculation. 
The  picture  which  he  delineated, 
of  the  affual  and  future  ftate  of  the 
country,  was  gloomily  fhaded.  It 
formed,  in  truth,  through  all  its 
parts,  a  perfect  and  ftriking  con¬ 
trail:  to  that  which  Lord  Auckland 
had  recently  drawn.  The  motion 
of  Lord  Lauderdale  wms  oppofed 
by  Lords  Grenville,  Hawkefbury, 
and  Auckland,  and  was  fupported 
by  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  and 
Lord  Moira.  It  was  at  length 
got  rid  of  by  the  previous  queftion, 
which  was  carried,  without  a  divi. 
fion. 


CHAP.  XXI. 

B arlianwitary  proceedings  on  Baft  and  Weft  Indian  fubjeSls.  Mr.  Wilber - 
Joyce  once  more  brings  forward  his  Motion  for  the  abolition  oj  the  Slave 
Trade,  It  is  •vehemently  oppofed  by  the  friends  of  the  trade.  General 
Tarleton  moves,  but  without  effeft,  the  order  of  the  day.  A  Committee 
appointed  to  prepare  the  bill.  Attempt  to  throw  out  the  bill  by  fur p rife  on  the 
fecond  reading.  It  fails.  General  Tarleton  moves  that  it  be  poftponed  for 
four  months .  His  Motion  is  negatived.  Strenuous  oppoftion  made  to  tkt\ 
Bill  going  into  a  Commit  tes.  Mr.  Dent  contends  that  the  Bill  is  contrary 
to  Magna  Charta,  Reply  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair.  Third  reading  of  tht 
Bill.  The  friends  of  the  Slave  Trade  fucceed  in  throwing  out  the  Bill , 
Mr.  Francis  mr-ves  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  improve  the  Condition  oj 
the  Negroes.  Outlines  of  his  plan.  He  propofes  to  give  the  flaves  a  legal 
allotment  of  a  cottage  and  piece  of  ground.  Severe  cenfure  pojfed  by  Mr, 
Francis  upon  the  colonial  laws.  The  Motion  is  ftrenuoufly  oppofed ,  aru, 
finally  negatived .  Slave -carrying  Bill  dropped,  for  want  of  a  fufpcien, 

number  of  Members  to  conftitute  a  Houfe.  A  at  ice  given,  by  Genera. 
Macleod ,  of  a  Motion  to  enquire  into  the  employment  of  the  Cuba  blooa 
hounds,  againft  the  Jamaica  maroons.  Diffatisfa di ion  of  the  oppoftior 
with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  Minifters  had  conduced  the  IV ej 

of  particulars  to  prove  the  juftoefs  of  his  rfcfearchfs  and  computations.”  The  fail  is 
that  Lord  Auckland  was  not  prefent,  and  that  Lord  Lauderdale  did  not  enter  into  an; 
particulars.  In  the  opening  of  his  fpeech,  Lord  Moira  mentioned  that  he  had  writtei 
to  Lord  Auckland,  and  had  received  an  anfwer,  aligning  reafons  why  that  noble  Lon 
could  not  attend  the  debate.  So  much  for  the  care  and  fidelity  «f  the  bif^rian. 

Indian 


©us  ftate  of  our  finances,  was  call¬ 
ed  in  queftion,  on  the  tenth  of  May, 
by  the  Earl  of  Moira.  It  was  de¬ 
fended  by  feveral  of  the  minillerial 
lords,  particularly  by  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  and  a  converfation  took  place, 
which  was  not  remarkable  for  any 
peculiar  acutenefs  of  argument,  or 
warmth  of  eloquence. 

The  final  effort  of  the  oppofition 
party  was  tried  on  the  thirteenth 
of  May,  when  Lord  Lauderdale 
moved  a  feries  of  fifteen  refolutions, 
refpeding  the  ftate  of  the  finances. 
The  fubjeft  appears  to  have  grown 
fo  trite  and  irkfome,  that  only 
twenty-four  peers  attended  the  dif- 
cuffion.  In  his  elaborate  fpeech, 
which  embraced  moft  of  the  topics 
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Indian  war.  Mr.  Sheridan  makes  a  Motion  for  a  variety  of  papers , 
criminatory  of  Minifers.  'The  debate  twice  adjourned.  Severe  attack 
made  on  the  Minifers  by  Mr.  Sheridan.  Vindication  of  their  conduct  by 
Mr.  Dun  das.  Conner  fa  {ion  on  the  ability  of  the  Eaf  India  Company  to 
pay  annually  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  Government.  Mr.  Dundas 
ajfirts  the  Company  to  be  competent  to  the  payment ,  and  their  affairs  to  be 
in  the  mofi  flour  ijhing  fate. 


URING  the  whole  of  this  fit¬ 
ting  of  parliament,  the  colo- 
lies  and  enterprizes  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  in  the  weftern  heffiifphere  af¬ 
forded  but  few  occafions  of  vigo¬ 
rous  and  eloquent  debate.  The 
[lave  trade,  and  the  expedition  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  were  the  foie  ob¬ 
jects  of  difeuffion. 

Faithful  to  his  principles,  and  to 
the  caufe  of  humanity,  Mr.  Wilber- 
Eorce,  previously  to  the  Chriftmas 
recefs,  took  an  opportunity  to  re¬ 
mind  the  houfe  that  the  Sirft  day  of 
the  enfuing  year  had  been  fixed,  by 
the  refolution  of  1792,  as  the  pe¬ 
riod  when  the  flave  trade  Should 
be  abolifhed  ;  and  he  likewife  gave 
notice  that,  foon  after  the  holidays, 
be  would  once  more  bring  forward 
the  fubjedl  to  the  confideration  of 
his  hearers.  The  intention  of  Mr, 
Wilberforce  was  applauded  by  Mr. 
Fox,  who  hinted  fome  degree  of 
blame  upon  the  lords,  for  their  not 
having  yet  noticed  the  documents 
relative  to  the  trade,  which  had 
been  fent  up  to  them  from  the  Com¬ 
mons. 

In  the  Upper  Houfe,  the  tardi- 
nefs  complained  of  by  Mr.  Fox, 
produced  a  Similar  complaint  from 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdale.  A  con¬ 
versation  enfued,  which,  however, 
was  dropped,  without  any  Satisfac¬ 
tory  anfwer  having  been  made  to 
the  noble  Lord.  Several  of  the 
peers,  neverthelefs,  exprelfed  their 
Sentiments  in  favour  of  an  aboli¬ 
tion,  The  Duke  of  Clarence  alone 


manifefted  his  heftility  to  the  mea- 
fure. 

Paft  experience  had  fufficiently 
taught  the  friends  to  the  abolition 
of  the  flave  trade  that,  to  defeat 
their  plans,  the  moft  ftrenuous  ef¬ 
forts  would  be  made  by  prejudice 
and  intereft.  But  had  they  been 
poSTefted  of  nofuch  knowledge  they 
would  now  have  difeovered  how 
formidable  and  determined  were  the 
fupporters  of  the  traffic.  It  was  on 
the  eighteenth  of  February  that 
Mr.  Wilberforce  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolifh  the 
trade  in  a  limited  time.  He  like¬ 
wife  moved  that  a  committee  Should 
be  appointed  to  confider  the  faid 
motion.  In  his  fpeech,  which  was 
highly  animated  and  pathetic,  the 
honourable  mover  conjured  the 
houfe,  by  all  the  various  considera¬ 
tions,  of  juftice,  honour,  Tonfift- 
ency,  and  even  fafety  and  pride, 
no  longer  to  uphold  an  iniquitous 
fyftem,  which  violated  the  moft 
precious  rights  of  mankind,  and 
threw  a  ftain  of  infamy  upon  the 
British  chara&er.  They  had  them- 
felves,  after  full  inquiry  and  difeuf¬ 
fion,  pronounced  a  juft  and  equita¬ 
ble  fen  fence  againft  that  fyftem,  and 
he  called  upon  them  to  give  the 
fentence  effect,  and  to  carry  it  into 
immediate  execution-  On  their  af- 
fent  or  diSTent  depended  the  fate, 
nay  the  existence,  of  millions  of 
their  fellow-creatures. 

The  motion  was  ably  and  elo¬ 
quently  fupported  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr. 

Fox, 


'Ww\ 
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r.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Ser. 
jeant  Adair,  Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr. 
Buxton,  and  Sir  Richard  Hill. 

On  this  occafion  the  advocates 
of  the  traffic  convinced  their  oppo¬ 
nents  that  they  had  not  loft  any  of 
their  wonted  intrepidity.  The 
lead  in  oppofing  the  motion  was 
taken  by  General  Tarleton,  on  the 
ground  of  the  inexpedience  and 
injuftice  of  the  propofed  abolition. 
There  was  little  or  nothing  wor¬ 
thy  of  remark  in  his  fpeech,  ex¬ 
cept  his  fingular  mode  of  defend¬ 
ing  the  firft  ftage  of  the  com¬ 
merce.  As  far  as  related  to  Africa, 
there  was,  he  faid,  lefs  of  cruelty 
in  the  commerce  than,  perhaps, 


s:entlemen  gave  themfelves  time  to 

O 


confider.  It  engaged  the  atten- 


rion  of  the  petty  princes,  and  pre¬ 
vented  their  turning  it  to  mutual 
wars  and  maffacres.  He  moved, 
in  conclufion,  the  order  61  the 
day. 

The  fame  fide  of  the  queftion 
was  adopted  by  Sir  William 
Young,  Mr.  Barham,  Mr.  Dent, 
Mr.  Jenkinfon,  Mr.  Addington, 
and  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas.  The 
three  latter  gentlemen,  however, 
did  not  pretend  to  vindicate  the 
trade  in  the  abftraft,  but  objefted 
to  its  immediate  abolition,  as  a 
xneafure  which  was  pregnant  with 
the  moft  dangerous  and  ruinous 
eonfequences. 

When  the  divifion  took  place, 
the  motion  of  adjournment  was 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  only 
twenty-fix;  there  being  67  votes 
for,  and  93  againft  it.  A  Com¬ 
mittee  was  then  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  a  firft  time 
without  any  conteft  between  the 
hoftile  parties.  On  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  facond  reading,  an 


attempt  was  made  to  throw  6ut 
the  bill  by  furprife,  in  a  thin 
houfe,  and  at  an  early  period  of  the 
day,  when  many  of  its  moft  power¬ 
ful  friends  were  abfent.  This 
ftratagem  failed.  Mr.  Wilber- 
force  then  moved  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing,  and  was  oppofed  by  General 
Tarleton,  who  propofed  to  poll, 
pone  it  for  three  months.  After 
fome  keen  animadvferfions  from 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  the  houfe  divi¬ 
ded,  and  the  friends  of  the  aboli¬ 
tion  carried  their  point.  The 
poftponement  was  negatived  by 
64  ayes  againft  33  noes.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  debate,  a  petition 
againft  the  bill  was  prefented, 
from  a  body  of  Weft  India  planters, 
by  Mr.  Lulhington. 

The  bill  indeed  was  not  allowed 
to  move  a  ftep  onward  without 
meeting  a  firm  refiftance.  Mr. 
Wilberforce  having  propofed  for 
the  fpeaker  to  leave  the  jyjarcjT 
chair,  that  a  committee 
of  the  houfe  might  be  7* 
formed,  to  introduce  fome  altera¬ 
tions  into  the  aft,  the  propofition 
was  combated  by  Mr.  Addington, 
Mr.  Barham,  Mr.  Dent,  and 
General  Tarleton.  The  latter 
urged,  among  other  things,  that 
the  merchants  of  Liverpool  had, 
at  a  great  expenfe,  built  fhips,  of 
a  peculiar  conftruftion,  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  the  trade,  which  would 
be  rendered  ufclefs,  and  for  which 
they  ought  to  receive  an  indemni¬ 
fication,  if  the  bill  before  the 
houfe  were  palled  into  a  law.  He, 
however,  declared,  that  in  time  of 
peace,  and  when  the  prefent  fiuftua- 
tion  had  fubfided,  he  himfelf  would 
vote  for  a  gradual  abolition.  Mr. 
Barham  ferioufly  complained  that 
thofe  gentlemen  who  exclaimed 
againft  the  hard  ufage  of  the  Haves, 

did 
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did  not  them felves  vifit  the  colo¬ 
nies,  to  be  eye  witneffies  of  fads  ; 
and  he  went  fo  far  as  to  affirm  his 
readinefs  to  prove,  by  evidence  at 
the  bar,  that  the  flave  trade,  as  it 
then  exifted,  was  a  mere  non¬ 
entity,  a  gratuitous  rifle,  and  that, 
therefore,  there  was,  at  all  events, 
nothing  to  be  gained  by  the  bill. 
Mr.  Denqfpoke  of  the  abolition 
as  unjuft  and  impolitic,  and  con¬ 
tended,  but  without  giving  any 
reafcn  for  his  opinion,  that,  far 
from  ferving  the  caufe  of  freedom 
and  humanity,  it  would  encourage 
difaffedion  and  rebellion,  and  in- 
ftead  of  being  any  real  advantage 
to  the  Haves  themfelves,  it  would 
prove  to  them  a  misfortune.  Not- 
withftandiog  thefe  arguments,  it 
was  carried,  by  a  majority  of  454 
that  the  houfe  fhould  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee. 

The  filling  up  of  the  blanks  in 
the  bill  produced  another  conteft. 
The  firft  of  March  1797  was  the 
period  which  Mr.  Wilberforce 
fuggefted  for  the  final  abolition  of 
the  trade.  Mr.  Dent  maintained 
that  the  time  allowed  was  too 
fhort ;  it  being  little  more  than 
eight  months.  This  error  in  cal¬ 
culation  having  called  forth  fome 
remarks  from  Sir  William  Dolben, 
Mr.  Dent  was  fo  irritated  by  them 
that  he  branded  the  bill,  and  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings,  as  a  dif- 
grace  to  the  country.  Than  this 
affertion  nothing  could  be  more 
ftrange,  except  the  argument 
which  he  adduced  in  its  {unifica¬ 
tion.  The  very  principle  of  the 
bill,  he  faid,  was  hoftiie  to  Magna 
Charts.  It  was  an  immediate 
overthrow  of  the  rights  of  proper¬ 
ty.  Some  decree  of  wonder  being; 
excited  by  his  thus  bringing  for¬ 
ward,  io  defence  of  Havery,  the 
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palladium  of  Britifh  liberty,  Mr, 
Dent  proceeded  to  vindicate  the 
truth  of  what  he  had  afiferted. 
The  words  of  the  Great  Charter 
were,  he  ftated,  that  i(  right 
fhould  neither  be  fold,  delayed,  nor 
denied.”  But  if  the  bill  paffibd 
would  not  right  be  fold,  delayed, 
and  denied!  What  was  the  Com¬ 
mittee  now  doing,  he  afked,  but 
felling,  delaying,  and  denying  the 
rights  of  the  Weft  India  planters? 
Left,  however,  this  pithy  reafoning 
fhould  not  have  its  proper  weight 
with  his  hearers,  he  added  that 
the  committee  would  ad  with 
indelicacy  if  it  fent  up,  a  bill  ro 
the  upper  houfe,  before  the  Lords 
had  come  to  any  determination 
upon  the  former  refolutions. 

Mr.  Dent  was  ably  anfwered  by- 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair.  He  well  re¬ 
collected,  he  faid,  the  paffage  of 
Mag  na  Charta  which  'the  honour¬ 
able  member  had  quoted.  He 
thought,  too,  that,  in  one  way, 
it  was  not  inapplicable  to  the  bill. 
Right  fhould  aifuredly  not  be 
either  fold,  delayed,  or  denied. 
But,  before  a  right  was  talked  of, 
its  exiftence  muff  be  eftablifheiL 
He  would  not  admit  the  exiftence 
of  our  right  to  enflave  others  ;  he 
knew  no  origin  to  the  right  of  fla¬ 
very  in  this  country  ;  he  knew  no 
power  in  the  Britifh  legiflature  to 
proted  the  flave  trade;  and,  he 
muff  proteft  againft  the  authority, 
if  any  fuch  there  was,  for  its  pro- 
tedion.  Yet,  he  would,  agree 
that,  in  this  cafe,  right  was  fold, 
delayed,  and  denied.  Right  was 
fold  when  the  Africans  were  fold; 
right  was  delayed  when  the 
abolition  of  the  Have  trade  was 
delayed  ;  right  would  be  denied 
when  the  legiflature  of  this  country 
fhould  refufe  to  put  an  end  to  a 

traffic. 
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traSc,  which  created  mifery,  and 
promoted  murder. 

The  claufe  for  terminating  the 
trade  on  the  firft  of  the  enfuing 
March,  was  carried,  as  were  feve- 
ral  others,  among  which  was  a 
clanfe  to  puniftt,  with  tranfporta- 
tion  for  fourteen  years,  thole  who 
fhould  be  convicted  of  violating 
the  act  by  a  continuance  of  the 
trade. 

So  far  the  bill  had  proceeded 
vi&orioufly,  though,  as  we  have 
feen,  not  without  extreme  difficul¬ 
ty.  The  friends  of  the  trade  now 
determined  to  exert  all  their 
ftrength  to  prevent  it  from  making 
any  further  progrefs.  They  made 
their  final  ft  and,  on  the  fifteenth  of 
March,  when  Mr.  Wilherforce 
moved  for  the  houfe  to  confider 
the  report  of  the  Committee.  Sir 
William  Young  was  their  leader 
on  this  occafion.  He  fpoke  of  the 
bill  in  terms  which  would  have 
feemed  abundantly  fevere  had  they 
been  applied  to  fome  of  the  word 
edicts  of  the  worft  of  the  Roman 
emperors.  The  preamble,  he 
faid,  added  infult  to  injury ;  the 
manner  in  which  the  law  was  to 
be  enforced,  loft  fight  of  every 
principle  of  right  and  juftice  ;  and 
tyranny  and  oppreftion  prevailed 
in  every  claufe.  The  enactment 
which  directed  violators  of  the  law 
to  be  brought  to  trial  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Middlefex,  he  confidered  as 
an  intolerable  hardfnip,  and  he 
pathetically  expatiated  upon  the 
cruelty  of  condemning  offenders  to 
fourteen  years  transportation  to 
JBotany  Bay.  Thofe  offenders  he 
feemed  to  think  would  moft  proba¬ 
bly  be  gentlemen  of  education,  of 
extenfive  connections,  of  polifhed 
manners,  and  of  rank  in  fociety. 
lie  lamented  aifo  that  the  bill 


would  put  an  end  to  all  /pint  of 
adventure,  all  incitement  to  induf- 
try,  all  thirft  of  emulation.  Biue- 
coat  boys  and  apprentices,  who 
went  out  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
became  overfeers,  mult,  henceforth, 
never  expeCt  to  rife,  he  faid,  in 
the  world,  as  their  predeceftbrs 
had  done,  by  faving  part  of  their 
wages,  to  purchafe  negroes  for  the 
purpofe  of  letting  out  to  hire  to 
the  planters.  Prom  blue-coat 
boys,  apprentices,  and  difappoint- 
ed  overfeers,  his  compaflion  rofe 
to  the  planters  themfelves.  The 
bill  would,  he  predicted,  be  their 
ruin,  and  would  at  the  fame  time 
operate  to  our  own  injury.  It 
might  be  called  a  bill  of  general 
foreclofure,  and  every  mortgagee 
in  England,  upon  Weft  India 
property,  would  have  the  whole 
of  his  fecuritv  withdrawn.  Having 
indulged  in  a  little  fplenetic  Tally 
againft  this  country,  which,  he 
declared,  had,  by  this  bill,  for¬ 
feited  its  title  to  the  appellation  of 
mother  country,  he  became  fome- 
what  more  moderate,  and  urged 
the  claim  of  the  coloniits  to  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  trade,  on  the 
fcore  of  the  fer vices  which  they  had 
rendered  in  railing  3,000  blacks, 
to  ferve  as  pioneers,  and  fave  the 
health  of  the  army.  In  fine,  he 
afferted  that  the  meafure  would  be 
productive  of  the  moft  fhocking 
bloodfiied  and  horrors  on  the  coafl 
of  Africa,  as  the  Haves  would  be 
put  to  immediate  death,  if  the 
commerce  were  fuddenlv  to 
ceafc. 

General  Smith,  General  Tarle- 
ton,  and  Mr.  Dent  oppofed  the 
meafure  with  their  ufual  energy. 
Their  arguments  were  rot  nume- 
rous.  They  principally  relied 
upon  a  few  fimple  circumflances. 

Parliament 
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Parliament  in  1709 — 10  had 
granted  103,000!.  to  encourage 
the  importation  of  negroes  and 
the  cultivation  of  new  lands  ; 
dry  docks  had  been  built  at  Liver¬ 
pool,  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
African  trade;  Liverpool  would 
be  ruined  ;  the  merchants  would 
have  a  right  to  a  compenfation  for 
their  lodes ;  and  a  revenue  of 
3,600,000b.  and  upwards  would, 
by  the  abolition  of  the  Have  traffic, 
be  put  to  imminent  hazard.  Gene- 
ral  Tarleton,  therefore,  moved  that 
the  further  confideration  of  the  bill 
fnould  be  poftponed  for  four 
months. 

In  Mr.  Dundas  the  meafure  rriet 
.with  a  more  formidable,  becaufe 
a  more  logical  and  lefs  paffionate, 
adverfary.  Declaring  himfelf  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  fafety  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  required  asfpeedy  an  abolition 
as  poffible,  he  difapproved  both  of 
the  mode  and  the  time  which  were 
now  propofed.  The  very  outfet 
of  his  fpeech,  however,  damped  all 
hopes  of  the  poffibility  of  a  fpeedy, 
and,  indeed  of  any,  abolition  ;  as 
he  explicitly  Hated  that  he  did  not 
think  England  could  abolifh  the 
traffic,  unlefs  other  powers  alfo 
would  confent  to  do  the  fame.  He 
likewife  deemed  the  confent  and 
co-operation  of  the  merchants  and 
planters  to  be  equally  neceflfary. 
If  thefe  two  points  were  not  previ- 
oufly  obtained,  the  traffic  would 
continue,  as  it  was  not  practicable, 
by  any  number  of  cruizers,  to  pre¬ 
vent  an  importation  of  flaves  from 
the  neighbouring  iflands.  Argu¬ 
ing  on  the  ground  that  the  fcheme 
now  brought  forward  would,  per¬ 
haps,  produce  the  disjunction  of 
the  colonies  from  the  parent  ftate, 
he  dwelt  very  ftrongly  upon  the 
lofs  which,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  our 
riches,  revenues,  and  navigation, 
Vol.  XXXVIII. 
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would  fuftain*  Scarcely  any  of 
the  topics,  which  had  been  fo  re¬ 
peatedly  urged  in  favour  of  the 
longer  continuance  of  the  trade, 
were  left  untouched  upon  by  Mr. 
Du  ndas;  and  it  is  but  jultice  to 
acknowledge  that  if  fuch  a  caufe 
had  b  sen  fufceptible  of  a  good 
defence,  it  would  not  have  flood 
in  need  of  a  more  able  defender. 

The  bill  was  vindicated  by  the 
united  and  ftrenuoudy-exerted 
powers  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair, 
and  Mr.  M.  Montague.  The  two 
great  political  rivals,  in  particular, 
diftinguiihed  themfelves  by  fplen- 
did  eloquence  and  weighty  argu¬ 
ment.  To  every  objedton  which 
had  been  darted  they  replied  with 
th  tir  wonted  aeutenefs,  and’ placed 
the  advantage,  and  even  neceffitv, 
of  an  abolition,  in  the  cleared 
points  of  view.  The  Secretary  at 
War,  Mr.  Windham,  likewife  vo¬ 
ted  for  the  bill,  though  he  ex- 
prelfed  himfelf  doubtful,  as  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  prefen t  plan,  and 
thought  that  a  fyftem  long  flnce 
framed  by  the  capacious  mind  of 
Mr.  Burke,  was  much  better  cal¬ 
culated  to  aecompliih  the  purpofe. 

On  a  divifion.  the  friends  of  the 
trade  were  triumphant.  The  bill 
was  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of 
four;  there  being  74  ayes  for 
General  Tarleto.Ts  amendment, 
againd  only  70  diflentient  voices. 
Thus,  in  open  contempt  ofits  own 
folemn  and  recorded  refolutions, 

•  did  the  Houfe  of  Commons  once 
more  protraH  the  miferies  of  the' 
Africans,  by  giving  its  fanftiori 

<  J  o  O 

to  a  trade  confecrated  to  infamy^ 
and  fcarcely  lefs  hodiie  to  found 
'  policy  than  to  every  noble  feeling, 
and  to  every  principle  of  religion 
and  morality. 

[2]  But 
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But  though  the  friends  of  the 
abolition  were  defeated  in  their 
grand  effort  to  put  a  period  to  the 
wrongs  of  Africa,  fome  of  them 
indulged  a  hope  that  they  might 
meet  with  better  fuccefs  in  an 
attempt  of  lefs  magnitude;  that 
they  might,  at  lead,  blunt  if  they 
could  not  break  the  weapon  of  op- 
preffion,  and  make  the  heavy  hand 
of  tyranny  fall  with  a  little  lefs 
weight  upon  its  unfortunate 
victims.  Animated  by  this  hope, 
Mr.  Francis,  on  the  eleventh  of 
April,  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  amend  the  condition  of 
negroes,  and  other  haves,  in  the 
British  colonies.  The  fpeech 
which  he  delivered  on  this  occafion 
was  ffirited,  forcible,  and  dif- 
tinguifhed,  at  once,  by  ftrong 
fer'.fe,  and  feeling.  His  plan,  he 
faid,  would,  he  flattered  himfelf, 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  all 
parties ;  as  even  the  friends  of  the 
have  trade  could  not  but  vote 
with  him,  if  they  were  really 
fmcere  in  the  defire  which  they 
had  expreffed,  to  improve  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  negroes.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  warned  them  not  to  be  too 
vain  of  their  late  triumph,  nor  to 
believe  that  the  queftion  of  aholifh- 
ing  the  tradewas  forever  put  to  reft. 
It  was  not  at  reft,  it  never  had 
been,  and  it  never  fhould  be  while 
he  had  a  feat  in  the  bloufe.  Fie 
would  Hand  up  for  it,  were  he  to 
Hand  fingle,  and  were  it  to  die, 
he  would  revive  it.  The  incon- 
fiftency  of  theHoufe,  in  its  various 
votes,  he  farcaftically  touched 
upon,  and  he  more  than  hinted 
doubts  of  the  minifter’s  fmcerity 
in  the  caufe  of  the  injured  Afri¬ 
cans. 

It  might  be  afked,  he  Hid, 


whether,  by  his  prefent  motion,  he 
yielded  to  the  trade  and  to  llavery  ? 
His  reply  would  be,  that  he  did 
not  ;  that  he  only  yielded  to  ne- 
ceffity.  Since  he  could  not  at  this 
moment  obtain  the  greateft  degree 
of  good,  he  chofe  rather  to  obtain 
fome  good  than  none  at  all. 

It  was  not  his  d“fign  to  emanci- 
pate  the  negroes ;  nor  to  give 
them  equal  rights,  which  in  truth, 
would  be  equivalent  to  giving 
them  emancipation.  Nor  did  he 
mean  to  confer  on  them  the 
benefits  of  law,  government,  mar¬ 
riage,  morals  or  religion.  They 
were  not  in  a  ft  ate  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving  them.  A  capacity  muft  firft 
be  creared  in  the  negroes  to  receive 
thofe  benefits,  the  enjoyment  of 
which  was  compatible  only  with 
a  certain  degree  of  mental  im¬ 
provement,  and  political  civili¬ 
zation.  Neceffary  as  religion  it- 
felf  undoubtedly  was  to  the 
very  exiftence  of  fociety,  it  was 
equally  true  that  fome  degree  of 
mental  improvement  was  neceffary 
to  the  exiftence  of  religious  princi¬ 
ples.  Mankind  could  not  be  in- 
ftru&ed  in  the  knowledge  of  reli- 
gion  as  long  as  they  remained  in  a 
ftate  of  favage  barbarity.  “  When 
an  attempt,”  faid  Mr.  Francis,  al¬ 
luding  to  what  had  formerly  been 
faid  on  the  fubjeT  of  giving  in- 
ftru&ion  to  the  blacks,  “  wher 
an  attempt  is  made  to  teach  an  un¬ 
informed  negro  to  pray,  it  fhouk 
be  remembered  that  defpair  and 
abandoned  guilt  never  pray.  Iij 
the  parable  of  the  pharifee  ant; 
the  publican,  the  publican  hid  hi 
face.  If  you  would  have  negroe 
pray,  you  muft  firft  teach  them  t 
hope,  or  they  will  never  do  it 
Y ou  baptize  them,  when  you  ©ighj 
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as  well  baptize  your  dogs  and  your 
horfes  ;  for  what  can  they  fee  in 
the  Ruler  of  the  univerfe,  but  a  be¬ 
ing  whofe  benefits  are  intercepted 
from  them  ;  who  has  Iavifhed  all 
his  ghod  things  upon  white  men, 
and  who  has  dealt  out  nothing  but 
flavery  and  oppreffion  to  the  blacks  ? 
Such  a  being,  a  negro,  unin- 
ftruded  as  he  is,  would  be  more 
ready  to  conceive  a  demon  than  a 
fpirit  of  love.  The  baptifm  of 
negroes,  therefore,  is  the  laft  ad 
of  human  impiety.”  Infupportof 
this  dodrine  he  quoted  that  part  of 
the  parable  of  the  fovver  and  the 
feed,  which  fays,  “  the  only  feed 
which  brought  forth  fruit  was  that 
which  fell  upon  good  ground.” 
The  meaning  of  this  was,  that  the 
mind  mull  be  capable  of  inftrudion ; 
it  mull  be  prepared. 

His  objed  was  to  give  the  flaves 
every  benefit  which  was  confiftent 
with  a  rational  and  profitable  de¬ 
mand  upon  their  fervice*  He  did 
not  mean  to  abolifh  fervice;  for 
to  do  that,  man  muft  be  aboliihed; 
but  to  improve  their  minds,  and, 
by  fo  doing,  improve  thofe  of  their 
matters  alfo.  He  defired  to  make 
them  good  fervants,  inftead  of  bad 
ttaves. 

The  leading  principle  of  his 
meafure  was,  to  give  the  flaves  a 
legal  allotment  of  a  cottage  and  a 
piece  of  land,  to  be  held  for  life, 
with  time  and  implements  to  culti¬ 
vate  it,  and  fecurity  for  the  pro¬ 
duce.  Property,  he  remarked, 
was  the  foundation  of  fociety.  It 
originated  in  cultivation,  and,  out 
of  that  Angle  ad,  all  the  reft  would 
gradually  proceed,  or  might  be 
engrafted  on  it.  In  fociety,  or  in 
contad  with  fociety,  property  was 
infinitely  more  neceffary  to  the 
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Have  than  to  the  freeman,  as  with¬ 
out  it  the  former  was  incapable  of 
receiving  any  foeial  benefit,  or 
modern  improvement,  while  the 
latter  might  do  without  it,  becaufe 
he  was  free.  The  idea,  he  fa  id, 
which  he  held  forth,  was  not  new 
even  to  the  planters ;  for  they  con¬ 
tended  that  rheir  flaves  poflcfiVd  a 
certain  portion  of  property.  He 
referred  alfo  to  the  Helots  of 
Sparta,  and  Zemindars  of  India, 
as  cafes  in  point. 

The  fubordinate  parts  of  his 
plan  were  next  flightly  traced  out 
by  Mr.  Francis.  He  propofed  to 
reftrain  planters  from  keeping  more 
Haves  than  their  eftates  would 
feed,  to  take  the  whip  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  overfeer,  and  to  fuffer 
no  perfon  to  ad  as  an  overfeer, 
who  was  not  married,  and  of  a 
certain  age.  The  wife  of  the 
overfeer,  ought,  he  faid,  to  be  en- 
trufted  with  the  care  of  the  female 
flaves.  Offences  committed  by  a 
negro,  he  would  have  tried  by  a 
negro  jury,  one  of  the  members  of 
which  ffiould  inflid  the  punifhment. 
The  overfeer  might  be  allowed  to 
mitigate  the  fenrence,  but  not  to 
pafs  nor  execute  it.  There  was  no 
fear  that  a  negro  jury  would  be 
too  lenient.  Experience,  in  cafes 
very  fimilar,  had  taught  that  there 
was  more  reafon  to  fear  a  too  great 
fe verity.  That  the  idea  was  prac¬ 
ticable  he  proved  b\  the  example 
of  the  Sepoys,  and  by  a  ftiil 
ftronger  example  from  the  Weft 
Indies.  The  flaves  of  Sir  Philip 
Gibbs,  he  faid,  were  furnilhed 
with  land  and  flock,  were  en¬ 
couraged  to  marry,  and  were  aifo 
tried  and  punifhed  by  a  jury  of 
their  comrades ;  and  the  confe- 
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q nence  of  their  mailer’s  wifdom 
w^s  that  they  did  double  work. 
He  lilcevvife  fug  veiled,  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  appoint  magis¬ 
trates  of  the  market,  on  the  coafl 
of  Africa,  to  diminifn,  in  Some 
Small  dc  gree,  the  Sufferings  of  the 
negroes,  by  preventing  the  Separa¬ 
tion  of  the  hufband  from  his  wife, 
and  of  the  mother  from  her  child. 

In  con  fide  ring  the  qn  eft  ion, 

through  what  medium  the  plan 

.  i 

Should  be  executed,  he  declared  that 
he  would  not  leave  the  execution 
to  the  colonial  legislatures,  which 
he  confidered  as  disqualified  by  the 
Spirit  and  tendency  of  their  laws, 
even  if  it  were  probable,  which  it 
was  riot,  that  the  afiemblies  of  fo 
many  iflands  could  he  brought  to 
a 61  in  conjunction.  I  he  general 
Spirit  of  their  laws  was  to  enforce 
not  to  pro  reft  ft  a  very.  For 
wickednefs  their  laws  were  like 
the  laws  of  Pandemonium,  and,  for 
ignorance  and  folly,  like  the  laws 
of  Bedlam.  If  the  eye  of  a  Slave 
were  beaten  out,  or  his  arm  broken, 
th  oSe  laws  direfted  cornpenfation  to 
be  made,  not  to  the  llave,  but  to  the 
mailer,  who  was  held  to  be  the  ag¬ 
grieved  perfon,  becaufe  he  had 
been  injured  in  his  property.  An¬ 
ticipating  the  objection  that,  with 
the  inStance  of  America  before  our 
eyes,  we  ought  not  to  hazard  the 
confequence  of  legislating  for  the 
colonies,  he  replied  by  pointing 
out  the  wide  difference  between 
the  two  cafes.  In  the  one  cafe  we 
had  not  juftice  on  our  fide;  in  the 
other  we  Should  have  it.  To 
legiflre  Sor  the  good  of  an  objeft, 
and  to  legiflale  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  money  from  it,  were  things 
eilentiaUy  different.  America  in 
the  courfe  of  time,  mull,  from  the 


increafe  of  her  numbers  and  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  her  coafl,  have  become  in¬ 
dependent  ;  but  the  iflands  were 
incapable  of  making  any  extenlive 
prog  refs.  Their  limits  were  fixed 
by  the  fea,  and  their  powtr  was 
circu-mfcribed  by  the  nature  of 
their  population.  They  did  not 
poffefs  the  means,  even  had  they 
the  inclination,  to  fecede  from, 
and  refill,  the  mother  country. 
That  we  ought  not  to  legiflate  cu- 
pricioufly  for  them  he  admitted, 
but  he  maintained  that,  on  all  im¬ 
portant  and  adjudged  points,  we 
had  an  indifputabie  right  to  ex- 
ercife  over  them  our  legislative  an- 
thority. 

The  motion  was  Supported  by 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mi. 
Windham,  and  Air.  Robinfon.  In 
oprofition  to  it,  the  friends  of  the 
trade  contended  that  the  plan  was 
flagrantly  unjuft,  as  it  robbed  the 
planters  of  their  property  ;  and 
they  threw  out  very  clear  hints, 
that  the  colonies  would  renounce 
their  allegiance,  if  it  were  carried 
into  effeft.  It  was,  likewife,  Hid 
to  be  unnecefTary  ;  the  negroes  be- 
ing  in  general  happier  and  more 
comfortable  than  the  poor  people 
of  this  country.  Throughout  the 
iflands  there  were  religious  con¬ 
gregations  of  negroes,  and  itine¬ 
rant  preachers  in  abundance,  and 
the  negroes  were  allowed  portions 
of  ground,  which  they  cultivated 
as  their  own  property.  Among 
the  foremoft  opponents  of  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  Mr.  Dundas,  who  in¬ 
dulged  himfelf  in  a  ft  rain  of  cri¬ 
minatory  language  not,  perhaps, 
quite  confillent  with  parliamentary 
decorum,  and  certainly  devoid  of 
candour.  He  did  not  Scruple  to 
affirm  that  the  bill  was  brought 

forward 
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forward  for  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  produce  an  immediate  and  dan¬ 
gerous  quarrel  between  this 
country  and  her  colonies.  The 
cenfure,  too,  which  Mr,  Francis 
and  others  had  pallid  upon  the 
colonial  laws,  excited  his  indigna¬ 
tion.  While  they  were  abiding 
colonial  legifla tion,  they  ought, 
he  faid,  to  have  remembered  that 
they  were  abufing  the  king  and 
council,  as  thofe  laws  had  all  been 
affientei  to  in  England.  Mr. 
Robinfon,  in  reply,  expreffed  his 
aftonifhment  at  hearing  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  confefs  that, 
as  a  Bririfh  privy  councellor,  he 
had  given  his  a  dent  to  laws  fo 
fanguinary  and  oppreffive  that  it 
was  difficult  to  credit  their  exig¬ 
ence  in  a  civilized  lhate.  It  was 
a  miferable  defence  for  a  man  high 
in  office  to  confcfs  that  he  had 
neglected  the  duties  of  his  iituation; 
yet,  unfortunately,  it  was  the  only 
defence  which  Mr.  Dundas  could 
make,  as  the  eircumftance  of  his 
giving  his  fan&ion  to  thofe  laws 
would  admit  of  no  excufe,  if  he 
were  not  ignorant  of  their  na. 
ture. 

The  friends  of  the  Have  trade 
were,  however,  not  the  only  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  motion.  The  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr. 
Serjeant  Adair,  were  hoftile  to  it. 
The  former  was  of  opinion  that  the 
meafure  was,  in  reality,  a  meafure 
taxing  the  colonies,  and,  therefore, 
dangerous.  The  latter,  agreeing 
fully  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
deemed  the  plan,  though  wife  in 
parts,  an  experiment  not  likely  to 
fucceed,  and  declared  that  nothing 
fhort  of  a  total  abolition  of  the 
traffic  would  be  productive  of  be¬ 
neficial  effefts. 

The  queftion,  after  a  brief  reply 
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from  Mr.  Francis,  was  put,  and 
negatived  without  a  di virion. 

So  little,  indeed,  did  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  at  this  period,  feem  ciifpofed 
to  pay  any  attention  to  the  (ab¬ 
ject,  that- the  annual  Have  carrying 
bill,  to  regulate  the  conveyance  of 
the  negroes  from  Africa  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  though  introduced 
this  feafon  as  early  as  the  latter 
end  of  February,  was,  after  numer¬ 
ous  delays,  finally  dropped,  for 
want  of  the  attendance  of  a  ef¬ 
ficient  number  of  members  to  con- 
ftitute  a  Iloufe. 

It  has,  in  our  la  ft  volume,  been 
feen  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  finding  it  impoffible  by  any 
military  means  to  reach  the  Ma¬ 
roons  in  their  impenetrable  faft- 
nefifes,  came  to  a  rdohmon  to  fend 
to  Cuba,  for  the  purpofe  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  afliftance  of  the  Spanifh 
blood-hounds  and  Chaffeurs,  This 
ftep  was  nat  buffered  to  pafs  with¬ 
out  being  animadverted  upon  in 
the  Britifh  fenate.  Notice  of  a 
motion,  for  an  enquiry  into  it, 
was  given  by  General  Macleod, 
who  leprobated  the  employment  of 
the  Cuba  hounds,  as  a  circumftance 
calculated  to  freeze  the  blood,  and 
make  the  mind  of  every  man  fh ud¬ 
der  with  indignation  and  horror. 
This  notice,  however,  was  given 
at  fo  late  a  period  of  the  fitting  of 
parliament,  that  the  feffion  clofed 
before  the  honourable  member 
could  obtain  an  inveftigation  of 

u 

the  fubjeef.  General  Macleod  hav¬ 
ing,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeecb, 
been  compelled  to  mention  the 
hi  ail  of  Balcarras,  Governor  of 
Jamaica,  his  Lordfhip,  though 
not  mentioned  with  any  difrefpeff, 
felt  fo  much  irritated,  that,  in  a 
letter,  addreffed  to  Mr.  Yorke, 
and  publifhed  in  the  royal  Jamaica 
[z  3]  Gazette, 
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Gazette,  he  alluded  to  the  general 
with  considerable  afperity,  and 
warmly  defended  the  mode  which 
had  been  adopted  to  bring  the 
Maroon  war  to  a  fuccefsful  termi¬ 
nation.  An  angry  correspondence, 
in  the  public  papers,  between  the 
general  and  Mr.  Yorke,  was  the 
confequence  of  this  letter. 

The  difaflers  which  had  been 
fuftained,  in  the  Well  Indies, 
during  the  year  1795,  were  re¬ 
garded  with  very  indignant  feel¬ 
ings,  by  the  gentlemen  in  opposi¬ 
tion,  and  were  aScribed  by  them 
wholly  to  the  negligence  and  in¬ 
capacity  of  their  political  rivals. 
At  length,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
April,  after  numerous  menaces  and 
reproaches  had  been  thrown  out  in 
thecourfeof  the  feffion,  the  fubjeft 
was  regularly  brought  before  the 
TIoufe  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  who 
moved  for  an  immenfe  variety  of 
papers;  exprefiing,  at  the  fame  time, 
his  furprife  in  having  found,  fihcc 
he  came  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  , 
minillers  intended  to  opppfe  his 
motion.  In  reply,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  made  Some 
fevere  remarks  on  Mr.  Sheridan, 
whom  he  accufed  of  having  aided, 
on  this  occafion,  with  his  ufual 
want  of  candour.  The  honoura¬ 
ble  member,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  had 
given  Several  months  general,  and 
Some  weeks  fpecific,  notice  of  his 
motion  ;  on  the  very  day  before  it 
was  to  come  on,  he  came  down  to 
move  for  papers ;  and,  when  allied 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  pa¬ 
pers  which  he  required,  he  gave  a 
Statement,  not  containing  one  tenth 
part  of  the  papers  which  he 
wanted.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
remarks,  Mr.  Sheridan  agreed  to 
poftpone  the  debate  lor  a  week. 

When,  on  the  twenty  fir  ft,  the 


debate  was  refumed,  Mr.  Sheridan 
amply  revenged  himfelf,  for  the 
recent  attack  made  on  him,  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  Reviewing  the  whole 
condufl  of  the  minillers,  with 
refpebt  to  the  war  in  the  Well 
Indies,  he  found  nothing  but  deci- 
five  proofs  pf  the  moll  culpable 
carelefsnefs,  and  deplorable  imbeci¬ 
lity.  He  contended  that  the  com¬ 
fort  and  health  of  the  Soldiers  had 
been  disregarded,  both  abroad  and 
on  board  the  tranSports  ;  that  op¬ 
portunities  ofSending  reinforcements 
had  been  buffered  to  pafs  by ;  that 
the  fafety  of  the  colonies  had  been 
left  to  chance  ;  and  that  forces, 
which  ought  to  have  been  dis¬ 
patched  to  the  Weft  Indies,  had 
been  employed  in  ridiculous  and 
impracticable  projects.  Hisfenti- 
ments  were  efpoufed  by  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Francis,  and 
General  Tarleton*  Some  conver- 
fation  took  place,  which  ended  in 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  for 
another  week. 

On  the  debate  being  renewed, 
the  defence  of  the  minillers  was 
undertaken  by  Mr.  Dundas,  who 
refilled,  on  the  fccre  of  impolicy, 
the  production  of  fome  of  the  pa¬ 
pers,  but  acceded  to  the  gr  in  ing 
of  others.  His  vindication  of 
himfelf  and  his  colleagues  was 
copious  and  forcible.  By  a  re¬ 
ference  to  dates,  and  the  number 
of  troops  employed  at  various 
periods,  and  by  a  clear  liatement  of 
thofe  circumllances  which  had 
rendered  it  impoffible  to  make 
greater  or  more  rapid  exertions, 
he  repelled  the  charges  of  criminal 
negledl,  which  Mr.  Sheridan  had 
brought  forward.  He  lik  wife 
(hewed,  that  nothing  had  been 
omitted,  which  could  contribute  to 
the  comfort  and  health  of  the 

troops. 
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troops.  Relative  to  our  recent 
conqueft  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  which  towards  the  clofe  of 
his  fpeech,  he  incidentally  men¬ 
tioned,  he  ufed  language  which, 
among  the  party  in  opposition,  ex¬ 
cited  feme  exclamations  of  fur- 
prife.  He  hoped,  he  faid,  that  we 
fhould  always  keep  it,  and  that  no 
minifter  would  ever  dare  to  give 
it  up. 

The  buflnefs  terminated  by  the 
granting  of  many  of  the  papers, 
and  the  refufal  of  others.  Mr. 
Sheridan  fubfequently  gave  notice 
of  a  motion,  grounded  on  thefe  do¬ 
cuments  ;  but  the  parliament  being 
Shortly  after  diflolved,  the  motion 
was  never  made. 

The  prefent  feffion  pa  fled  over 
without  the  occurrence  of  any  de¬ 
bate  upon  the  affairs  of  our  oriental 
pofleffions.  Even  the  India 
budget,  though  announced,  was 
not  brought  forward.  A  Angle 
Aiort  converfation  took  place, 
between  General  Smith  and  Mr. 
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Dundas,  upon  the  ability  of 
the  company  to  pay  the  annual 
half  million  to  government.  By 
the  General  it  was  ftrenuoufly  af- 
ferted,  that  the  company  would 
be  incapable  of  paying  the  ftipu- 
lated  fum.  It  was,  on  the  other 
hand,  kill  more  peremptorily  af- 
ferted  by  Mr.  Dundas,  that  the 
fum  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
fecure  to  the  ftate  as  any  part  of 
its  internal  refources  and  revenues. 
The  whole  of  the  participation 
money  had,  he  faid,  been  paid  in 
1794  and  1795,  by  the  company, 
and  lour  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
had  been  paid  for  the  current  year. 
Every  hour,  he  declared,  realized 
to  him  that  fituation  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  affairs  which  he  anticipate^ 
in  1792  ;  and  he  was  warranted  in 
affirming  that  there  was  enough  of 
furplus  for  the  yearly  dividend  of 
500,000  pounds,  after  a  provifion 
had  been  made  for  defraying  all 
expences,  eftablifhments,  and  ciir 
cumflances  whatever. 


CHAP.  XXII. 


Domejlic  bufinefs  of  the  S  effort.  Proceedings  on  the  Scarcity.  A  SI  to  pro¬ 
hibit  the  Exportation  of  Corn.  Various  Bills  brought  in,  and  a  fete  Si 
Committee  moved  for,  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Debates  on  the  Scarcity,  Report  of 
the  feleSi  Committee.  Bounty  given  for  the  Importation  of  Corn.  En¬ 
gagement  to  eat  mixed  bread,  framed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  for  its  concurrence.  It  is  treated  with  derifion 
by  feveral  noble  Lords.  Miller’s  Regulation  Bill.  Several  Motions  made 
by  Mr.  Lech  me  re.  The  Board  of  Agriculture  paffet  Reflations  in 

favour  of  a  general  inclofnre  of  voafie  Lauds.  Bill  brought  in  by  Sir  John 
Sinclair ,  but  abandoned,  Mr.  Whitbread  brings  in  a  Bill  for  the  relief 
of  Labourers  in  Hufbandry .  Speech  of  Mr,  Pitt ,  on  the  Poor  Laves. 
He  pledges  himfelf  to  bring forward  fame  meafure  upon  the  fubject.  Mr, 

Whitbread's  Bill  is  reieEied.  Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt,  hut  not  pro¬ 
ceeded  on.  Adi  to  relieve  the  Boor  at  their  ovuu  Houfe s.  Alt  to  alter  the 
Shooting  Seafon.  ft  brings  on  a  difeuffion  upon  the  Game  Laves.  Mr. 

4]  Curve?: 
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Cur  wen  introduces  a  Bill  for  a  thorough  reform  of  thofe  Laws.  He 
fates  them  to  he  in  the  highef  degree  ahfurd  and  tyrannical.  Bill  dropped, 
and  a  Committee  appointed  to  confide r  the  Laws.  A  Jirong  oppeftion  to. 
any  change  is  made  by  federal  Members.  Mr.  Cut-wen  finding  that  he 
cannot  Jticceed  in  the  Committee ,  again  brings  forward  his  Bill.  It  is 
rejected.  An  at  tempt  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  only  a  part  of  the  Game  Laws , 
is  equally  luij uccej  fid.  A  Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  for  the 
relief  of  Quakers  in  cafes  of  Tythe.  It  paffies  the  Lower  PDuJe,  but  is 
ih  rown  out  in  the  Lords.  Adi  for  the  further  fupport  of  Curates.  Grant 
to  the  Veterinary  College.  Committee  appointed  to  confder  the  propriety  of 
purchaf  ng  Dr.  John  Hunter  s  Mufeum.  Mr.  Joddrel  mooses  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bdl  to  give  to  the  Surgeons ,  for  dijfediion,  the  bodies  of 
Highwaymen  and  Hor/f  breakers.  The  Motion  meets  with  great  oppofm 
ftin,  and  is  reiinqujhed  by  the  mover.  Spirited  Debate  on  the  renewal 
of  the  Wejhnini filer  Police  Bill.  Attempt  made  by  Lord  Moira,  to  obtain 
a  reform  of  the  Debtor  Laws.  The  meafure  vehemently  oppojed  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor ,  and  the  Lords  Thur(ow  and  Kenyon.  The  Bill  is  nega¬ 
tived.  Clofie  of  the  SeJJion,  by  a  Speech  from  the  Throne ,  announcing  the 
intention  of  his  Majejry  to  call  a  new  Parliament , 

and  palled  through  all  its  Rages 
with  the  utmoft  expedition.  The 
propriety  of  allowing  a  bounty 
was,  upon  this  occaflon,  fuggefted, 
but  the  plan  was  confidered,  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  as  imprudent  and  impo- 
Uric. 

On  the  third  of  November  fur¬ 
ther  fieps  were  taken.  Mr.  Pitt 
moved  four  bills,  to  alter  the  ex¬ 
iting  laws  relative  to  the  affize  of 
bread,  to  forbid  the  manufacture  of 
ftarch  from  wheat  and  other  arti- 
ticles  of  provifion,  to  continue  an 
adi  for  prohibiting  the  diftillation 
of  fpirits  from  all  kinds  of  gram, 
and  to  prevent  the  obR ruction  of 
the  free  palTage  of  grain  within 
the  kingdom.  He  aifo  obtained 
the  appointment  of  a  feledt  com¬ 
mittee  to  enquire  into  the  caules 
of  the  high  price  of  corn.  The 
aft  for  altering  the  laws  of  aflize, 
he  Rated  to  be  in  a  great  meafure 
propofed  with  a  view  to  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  ufe  of  a  mixed  bread, 
which,  when  brought  into  general 
confumption,  would  be  found  to 


T  ¥  AVI-NG,  in  the  preceding 
JL  .1  chapters,  given  an  account  of 
the  debates-  which  took  place,  and 
the  meafures  which,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  feflion,  were  adopted, 
rehuive  to  the  political,  financial, 
and  colonial  affairs  of  the  country, 
it  now  remains  for  us  to  clofe  the 
parliamentary  hiftory  of  the  year 
by  a  fuccindt  Ratement  of  thofe 
difeufliohs  and  laws,  many  of  them 
of  no  mean  confequcnce,  which  had 
their  rife  from  interefts  and  ob¬ 
jects  of  a  nature  wholly  do¬ 
med  ic. 

The  fcarcity  of  grain  was  among 
the  RrR  things  to  which  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  parliament  was  turned. 
On  the  very  day  of  its  meeting, 
the  Lower  Houfe  refolved  irfelf 
into  a  committee,  to  take  into 
confederation  the  high  price  of 
corn.  An  adt,  continuing  an  act 
of  laft  feflion,  to  prohibit  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  corn,  meai,  flour,  and 
potatoes,  and  to  permit,  duty  free, 
the  importation  of  corn  and  provi¬ 
sions,  was  immediately  brought  in. 
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be  a  valuable  rcfource  againft  the 
evil  which  Was  now  the  fubjedt  of 
complaint. 

Some  converfation,  but  no  de¬ 
bate,  occurred  on  thefe  propor¬ 
tions.  The  monopoly  of  farms, 
and  the  practice  of  jobbing  in  corn, 
were  con  fide  red  by  Air.  Lechmere, 
as  the  caufes  of  the  fcarci ty  ;  and 
he  warmly  recommended  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  public  granaries  for  the  fup- 
ply  of  the  poor,  and  the  compel - 
ing  the  farmers  to  bring  to  market 
not  Iels  than  a  bufhel  of  corn  as  a 
fample.  Thefe  ideas,  partly  errone¬ 
ous,  and  partly  impracticable,  were 
left  unnoticed  by  the  Houfe. 

With  refpeCx  to  the  mixed  bread, 
Mr.  Fox,  agreeing  with  the  mi¬ 
nister  that  it  might  probably  be  as 
palatable  and  wholefome  as  other 
bread,  pointed  out  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceflity  of  providing  that  it  fhould 
not  be  deficient  in  the  article  of  nu¬ 
triment,  as  bread  was  the  chief 
fuftenance  of  the  poorer  dalles. 

The  bills  for  Hopping  the  diftil- 
leries,  preventing  the  making  of 
If  arch  from  corn,  and  promoting 
the  free  circulation  of  grain,  pa  (Ted 
through  the  two  Houfes  without 
an}'  debate. 

The  feledt  committee,  mean¬ 
while,  was  indefatigable  in  hearing 
evidence,  and  collecting  informa¬ 
tion,  upon  the  fubjed  which  it  was 
appointed  to  invettigate.  Its  firft 
report  Hated  that,  except  in  the 
article  of  wheat,  the  crops  had 
been  fo  abundant  that,  by  a  pro¬ 
per  ufe  and  mixture  of  them,  a 
great  alleviation  of  the  fcarcity 
might  be  obtained.  With  refped 
to  the  fupply  by  importation,  it 
recommended  to  leave  the  trade 
perfectly  open,  and  to  grant  fuch  a 
bounty  as  would  ffimulate  the  mer¬ 
chants  to  exertion.  At  the  fame 
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time,  however,  it  remarked  that 
the  fupply  from  foreign  markets 
mutt  not  be  relied  upon,  and  that 
there  was  an  abfolute  necefSty  to 
enforce  the  fir  idle  ft  economy  in 
the  confumption  of  wheat,  and  to 
adopt  the  wifdl  precautions  and 
experiments  to  letted  that  confump¬ 
tion,  by  the  fubftitution  of  other  ar¬ 
ticles. 

The  fuggeftions  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  were  approved  of  by  the  Boole, 
and  a  law  was  fpeedily  enabled, 
offering  a  liberal  bounty  upon  the 
importation  of  corn. 

Idle  Commit  tv  e  next  fent  up  to 
the  Houfe,  to  be  ttgned  by  the 
members,  a  form  of  an  engamel 
ment,  to  reduce  by  at  leatt  one 
third  of  the  ufual  quantity,  the 
confumption  of  wheat  in  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  the  perfcns  fubfcpibing. 
This  engagement,  which  it  was 
hoped  would  fet  an  example  to  the 
people,  was  to  continue  in  force 
till  fourteen  days  after  the  enfm’mr 
fefiion  of  parliament,  unlcfs  wheat 
fhould  before  that  period  be  re¬ 
duced  to  a  fpecified  price.  The 
purpofe  of  reduftion  was  to  be  ef¬ 
fected  either  by  limiting  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  fire  wheaten  bread  ufed  by 
each  individual,  or  by  confirming 
only  mixed  bread,  or  bread  made 
of  wheat  from  which  not  more  than 
five  pounds  of  the  bran  had  been 
excluded.  Paltry  was  likewife 
prohibited. 

1  he  engagement  excited  but  few 
remarks  in  the  lower  Houfe,  and 
generally  acceded  to.  When, !  ow- 
ever,  it  was  fent  up  to  the  Peers 
for  their  concurrence,  it  was  treat¬ 
ed  by  feveral  noble  lords  as  a  ridi¬ 
culous  and  nugatory  meafure,  and 
a  paltry  attempt  to  catch  at  popu¬ 
lar  favou  .  Lord  Thurlow  was 
one  of  its  moft  fevere  cenfurers. 

Ho 
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He  declared  it  to  be  filly,  futile, 
and  even  ludicrous  ;  equally  novel 
and  irregular.  It  was  little  more 
than  arefolution  of  the  members  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  not  to  eat 
tarts.  The  exigency  of  the  occa- 
fion  demanded,  he  faid,  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  fomething  more  efficacious 
than  this  .contemptible  engage¬ 
ment.  The  Marquis  of  Lanfi. 
down,  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
follovved  him,  in  the  fame  Hrain  of 
reprobation  and  ridicule,  and  the 
former  pointed  out  to  the  Houfe  a 
flrange  blunder  in  the  paper  before 
them.  The  paper,  he  remarked, 
began  with  the  words  u  We  the 
underfigned,”  but  had  no  iigna- 
tures,  and,  therefore,  did  not  come 
before  their  Lordlhips  as  an  aft  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  either  col- 
leftively  or  individually. 

The  engagement  was,  at  length 
adopted  by  the  Lords ;  not,  how¬ 
ever,  without  another  debate,  much 
animadverfion  and  farcafm,  and 
fome  unavailing  attempts  to  intro, 
duce  amendments.  Many  lords 
refufed  to  join  in  it,  and  repeated 
their  prediftions  that  it  would  foon 
be  difcovered  to  be  unproduftive 
of  any  benefit  to  the  public. 

In  order  to  furnilh  the  means  of 
carrying  this  engagement  into  ef¬ 
fect,  an  aft  was  palled  to  permit 
the  bakers  to  make  mixed  bread, 
provided  two  thirds  of  it  confifted 
of  wheat.  Some  doubts  were,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  difcuffion,  ex- 
preffed,  whether  the  mixed  bread 
would  be  Efficiently  nutritious, 
and  whether  it  would  ever  be 
brought  into  general  ufe.  Of  thefe 
doubts  the  latter,  at  leaH,  was 
abundantly  juHifiedby  the  event  of 
the  experiment. 

Two  other  reports  were  prefent- 
cd  by  the  Committee.  Among 


other  things  they  recommended 
that  corn  Ihould  thenceforth  be  fold 
by  weight,  and  that  regulations 
Ihould  be  made  to  prevent  the 
frauds  of  millers.  An  aft  for  the 
latter  purpofe  was  palled  ;  but  an 
aft  to  order  corn  to  be  weighed  in- 
lfead  of  meafured,  met  with  fome 
oppofition,  and  was,  in  confe- 
quence,  relinquilhed. 

During  the  difcuffions  which 
arofe  cut  of  this  fubjeft,  Mr. 
Lechmere  diHinguilhed  himfelf  by 
his  aftivity  and  his  benevolence  of 
intention.  The  fuggeftions,  how¬ 
ever,  which  he  flarted  on  various 
occafions,  did  not  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Houfe.  His 
attempts  to  bring  in  bills  to  regu¬ 
late  the  leafing  of  farms,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  confolidation  of  fmali 
farms  into  larger  ones,  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  corn,  and  the 
felling  of  corn  by  fample,  to  en¬ 
force  the  bringing  of  corn  to  pub. 
lie  markets,  and  to  prevent  the 
exhibiting  of  adulterated  flour  for 
fale,  were  all  of  them  llrenuoufly 
combated,  and  negatived  without 
a  divifion. 

A  board  of  agriculture  having 
been  eftablilhed,  in  the  year  1794, 
it  natural  iy  turned  its  atten¬ 
tion,  at  this  crilis,  towards  the 
means  of  preventing  the  recurrence 
of  fuch  a  fcarcity  as  that  under 
which  the  kingdom  now  laboured. 
The  refult  of  its  invefligation  was 
a  feries  of  refolutions.  Hating  that 
a  conflderable  portion  of  the  united 
kingdom  Hill  remained  wafte  and 
unproduftive,  though  capable  of 
great  improvement  ;  that  it  would 
bo  highly  expedient  for  the  legif- 
lature  to  pafs  a  general  bill  of  in- 
clofure ;  and  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  Ihould  be  requefled  to 
appoint  a  Committee,  to  delibe- 
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rate  upon  the  fubjeft.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  was  moved  for  by  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  the  prefident  of  the  board, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  with¬ 
out  any  objection. 

A.  report  on  the  date  of  the  watte 
lands  having  been  made  by  the 
Committee,  Sir  John  Sinclair 
brought  in  a  bill,  to  facilitate  the 
dividing  and  enclofmg  of  certain 
watte  lands  and  commons,  and  for 
removing  legal  difabdities  towards 
effecting  that  object,  by  making 
arrangements  withperfons  concern¬ 
ed,  The  meafire  he  defcribed  as 
pregnant  with  incalculable  advan¬ 
tages,  He  traded  that  the  happy 
refult  of  it  would  be  that  the  coun¬ 
try  would,  in  future,  be  faved  the 
expence,  diltrefs,  and  danger  of 
fcarcity,  by  not  only  having  plen¬ 
ty  at  all  times,  but  likewife  a 
dock  in  hand  to  meet  the  exigency 
ol  unproductive  years. 

In  favour  of  this  plan  feveral 
■petitions  were  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  The  bill,  at 
firft,  proceeded  fmoothly,  but.  fome 
difficul  ties  having  arifien  in  ad j tid¬ 
ing  its  provifions,  the  felTron  be¬ 
ing  far  advanced  before  it  could  be 
rendered  perfect,  and  fome  mem¬ 
bers  objecting  to  its  being  puthed 
forward  till  the  opinion  of  the 
country  could  be  collected  upon  it, 
the  honourable  mover  was  induced 
to  lay  it  adde  for  the  p refen t ;  de¬ 
claring,  however,  his  intention  to 
bri  ng  it  mad  r  the  difcufiion  of  the 
Houle  at  a  future  period. 

The  hard  flips  which  were  felt 
by  all  the  lower  orders  of  fociety, 
were  felt  by  no  ciafs  with  more  fe~ 
verity  than  by  that  ciafs  vvhofe 
bufinefs  it  is  to  raife  from  the  foil 
the  fubfidence  of  the  whole  com¬ 
munity.  Convinced  of  this,  Mr. 
Whitbread,  junior,  introduced  into 


the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  labou  rers  in  hufbandry. 
The  bill  was  grounded  upon  the 
flat  ate  of  the  fifth  of  Queen  Eliza- 
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beth,  which  authorifes  magidrates 
to  fix  the  maximum ,  but  not  the 
minimum ,  of  the  price  of  labour. 
The  plan  of  Mr.  Whitbread  pro- 
pofed  ro  give  them  the  latter  pow¬ 
er,  as  well  as  the  former,  and  it 
alfo  contained  other  regulations, 
favourable  to  the  body  of  men  in 
vvhofe  behalf  it  was  framed.  The 
honourable  member  dated  that, 
feeling  as  much  as  any  man  how 
greatly  it  was  to  be  dell  red  that 
legifiative  interference  in  matters 
of  this  nature  (hould  be  avoided, 
and  the  value  of  labour,  like  every 
other  commodity,  left  to  find  its 
own  level,  he,  neverthelefs,  found 
himfelf  compelled,  by  the  impe¬ 
rious  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  to  bring 
the  lubjed  before  parliament.  Ex¬ 
perience  had  demondrated  that,  in 
this  indance,  mere  theory  was 
deceitful.  The  wages  of  the  la¬ 
bourer  were  inadequate  to  Ids  fup- 
port  ;  not  merely  in  times  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  prefifure,  but  even  in 
ordinary  times.  In  proof  of  this, 
Mr.  Whitbread  urged,  on  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Dr„  Price,  that,  from 
the  beginning  pf  the  fixteenth  to 
the  eighteenth  century,  bread  had 
rifen  feven  fold  in  price,  and  other 
articles  fifteen  fold,  while  the  price 
ol  labour  had  only  encreafed  in  a 
five-fold  proportion.  A  heavy 
addition  to  the  poor’s  rates  was  the 
confequence  of  this  disparity.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  cen¬ 
tury  thofe  rates  did  not  exceed  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  at 
this  moment  they  were  more  than 
four  times  that  fum. 

The  under  value  of  labour  was 
alfo,  Mr.  Whitbread  faid,  the 

caufe 
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caufe  of  a  worfe  evil  than  the  rife 
of  rates.  It  depreffed  and  kept 
down  population.  Marriage  was 
now  difcouraged  among  the  poor, 
and  the  birth  of  a  child,  inftead  of 
being  3ia lied  as  a  bleffing,  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  curfe.  The  objedt  of 
his  bid  vvas  to  take  the  labourer 
out  of  that  date  of  abjedl  and  11a- 
vifh  dependence  to  which  he  was 
consigned,  to  enable  him  to  enjoy 
a  (liare  of  the  plenty  which  he 
created,  to  make  the  married  man 
look  upon  a  family  as  a  bleffing, 
not  as  a  curfe,  and  to  prevent  the 
youthful  part  of  our  agricultural 
clafs  from  flying  into  the  army  or 
navy,  or  feeking  in  large  towns 
that  fubfidence  which  was  denied 
them  in  the  country. 

Anticipating  the  dread  and  the 
charge  ol  innovation,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  contended  that  in  the  meafure  - 
which  he  propofed  there  was  no  de¬ 
parture  from  eftablifhed  precedents, 
no  introduction  of  unknown  prin¬ 
ciples.  In  fupport  of  this  argu¬ 
ment  he  quoted  datutes  of  Eliza¬ 
beth,  James,  and  the  prefent  fo- 
vereign,  all  of  which  were  enadt- 
ed  to  regulate  the  price  of  labour. 
To  thofe  datutes  he  owned  he  was 
not  friendly,  as  he  thought  they 
had  been  a  clog  upon  induftry,  but 
their  exigence  fufficiently  proved 
that  the  idea  upon  which  he  adted 
\  was  by  no  means  a  novel  one.  The 
magift rates  now  held  a  power  which 
might  be  exercifed  oppreffi vely  ; 
and  all  that  his  bill  delired  to  do 
was  to  give  them  an  additional 
power,  ol  which  they  were  to 
make  ufe  to  redrefs  the  grievances, 
and  promote  the  comforts,  of  the 
labouring  daffies. 

The  bill  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Honey  wood,  Mr.  Lechmere,  Mr. 


Noel  Edwards,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr* 
Huffey,  and  Mr.  Fox. 

A  few  defultory  remarks,  in 
difapprobation  of  the  meafure,  were 
made  by  Mr.  Buxton,  Mr.  Van- 
fittart,  and  Mr.  Burdon.  But  the 
mod  formidable,  the  mod  elo¬ 
quent,  and  the  bed  reafoned  oppo- 
dtion  to  it  came  from  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  en¬ 
tered  at  great  length  into  the  fub- 
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jedt  of  the  poor  laws. 

To  the  honourable  mover  of  the 
bill  he  gave  the  utmod  credit  for 
the  rediitude  of  his  intentions,  and 
the  benevolence  of  his  heart, 
though  he  differed  from  him  entire¬ 
ly  as  to  the  propriety  of  his  plan. 
After  controverting  the  datement 
of  Dr.  Price,  and  the  argument  in 
favour  of  the  bill,  which  Mr. 
W7hitbread  had  drawn  from  the  fta- 
tutes,  he  proceeded  to  confider, 
in  an  enlarged  point  of  view,  the 
queftion  of  the  poor. 

That  the  prefent  fi'tuation  of  the 
labouring  poor  was  not  fuch  as  could 
be  wifhed,  upon  any  ground,  either 
of  humanity  or  policy,  he  admit¬ 
ted  in  the  fulled  manner.  But  he 
was  not  of  opinion  that  a  remedy 
for  the  evil  would  be  provided  by' 
the  plan  of  the  honourable  mover, 
which  violated  the^_  fundamental 
principle,  that  labour,  like  other 
commodities,  fhonld  be  differed  to 
find  its  own  level.  Even  if  the 
remedy  fucceeded,  according  to  the 
mod  fanguine  expectations,  it  only 
edablifhed  what  would  have  been 
better  effected  upon  principle ; 
while,  if  it  failed,  it  might,  on, 
the  one  hand,  produce  the  fevered 
oppreffion,  and,  on  the  other,  en¬ 
courage  the  mod  profligate  extra¬ 
vagance  and  idlenefs.  Would  it 
not,  then,  be  wifer  for  the  ho  ufe 
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to  confider  the  operation  of  gene¬ 
ral  principles,  and  rely  upon  their' 
unconfined  exercife  ?  Would  it  not 
be  wifer  to  reflect  what  remedy 
could  be  adopted,  at  once  more 
general  in  its  principle,  and  more 
comprehend ve  in  its  object,  lefs 
exceptionable  in  its  example,  lefs 
dangerous  in  its  application  ?  Was 
it  not  advifable  to  look  to  the  in- 
ftances  where  interference  had 
fhackled  induftry,  and  where  the 
bed  intentions,  had  produced  the 
mod  pernicious  effe&s  ? 

The  poor  laws,  wife  as  they 
were  in  their  original  inftitution, 
had,  he  fa  id,  contributed  to  fetter 
the  circulation  of  labour,  and  to 
fubditute  a  complicated  fydem  of 
abufes  in  the  room  of  thofe  evils 
which  they  meant  to  redrefs ; 
ana  by  engrafting  defective  reme¬ 
dies  on  a  defective  plan,  had  pro¬ 
duced  nothing  but  confufion  and 
diforder.  In  proportion  as  the 
wife  regulations  made  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  had  been  fa- 
perfeded  by  fubfequent  enaflments, 
the  utility  of  the  inditution  had 
been  impaired,  and  the  benevo¬ 
lence  of  the  fyftem  rendered  fruit¬ 
less. 

The  laws  of  Settlement  prevent¬ 
ed  the  workman  from  going  to  that 
market  where  he  could  difpofe  of 
his  induftry  to  the  greateft  advan¬ 
tage,  and  the  capitalist  from  em¬ 
ploying  the  perfon  mod  qualified  to 
procure  him  the  bed  returns  for  his 
advances.  They  had  at  once  aggra¬ 
vated  the  burthens  of  the  poor, 
and  taken  from  the  collective  re- 
fources  of  the  date,  to  fupply  wants 
caufed  by  their  own  operation,  and 
to  alleviate  a  poverty  which  they 
tended  to  perpetuate. 

To  promote  the  free  circulation 
of  labour,  and  to  remove  the  ob- 
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dacles  which  prohibited  induftry 
from  availing  itfelf  of  its  powers, 
would,  he  declared,  go' far  to  re¬ 
move  the  evils  complained  of,  and 
diminifh  the  neceflity  of  applying 
for  parifh  relief.  He  wifhed, 
therefore,  that  an  opportunity 
might  be  afforded  of  redoring  the 
pridine  purity  of  the  poor  laws, 
and  removing  thofe  corruptions  by 
which  they  had  been  obfcured. 

Even  this,  however,  would  not 
be  enough.  The  great  complaint 
was,  that  the  labourer  was  unable 
to  fupply,  by  his  wages,  his  own 
neceffities,  and  thofe  of  his  chil¬ 
dren,  when  his  family  was  nume¬ 
rous.  It  was,  too,  a  grand  de¬ 
fect  of  the  poor  laws  that  they  did 
not  diditiguifh  the  cafes  where  the 
perfon  was  difabled  by  misfortunes 
from  fupporting  his  family,  or 
where  poverty  was  the  confequence 
ofdiffipation.  By  this  means,  the 
adidance  which  they  gave,  often 
became  the  premium  of  idlenefs, 
and  reward  of  doth.  To  prevent 
this  abufe,  to  remove  the  degra¬ 
dation  annexed  to  receiving  cha- 
rity  from  the  poor’s  rates,  and 
thus  to  maintain  that  independence 
of  fentiraent  which  ought  always 
to  characterize  a  Britifh  fubjeCt, 
he  thought  the  aid  bellowed  ftiould 
be  rendered  an  honourable  diftinc- 
tion,  and  a  matter  of  right,  which 
a  perfon  might  claim,  when  he  was 
really  unable  to  provide  for  all  his 
children.  It  fhouid  be  confidered 
as  a  reward,  which  he  had  merited 
from  his  country,  by  the  fervices 
which  he  had  performed  in  the  in- 
creafe  of  its  wealth  and  population. 
At  the  fame  time  fomething  ought 

to  be  done  to  difcourage  unnecef- 
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fary  applications  for  relief.  It 
would  alfo  be  defirable  to  fupply, 
by  giving  the  aid  in  labour,  or 

finding 
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finding  employment,  the  neceffitics 
of  thole  who  required  aid,  as  this 
mode  would  not  only  afford  a  tem¬ 
porary  fuccour,  but  would  induce 
habits  of  indufiry  and  frugality. 

The  law  which  forbade  giving 
relief  where  any  vifible  property 
remained  ought,  he  declared,  to 
be  abolifhed.  So  degrading  a  con* 
dition  mult  be  withdrawn*  No 
temporary  preffure  ought  to  force  a 
Britifh  fubjedi  to  part  with  the  laft 
{hilling  of  his  little  capital,  and 
compel  him  to  defcend  to  a  ftate  of 
wretchednefs  from  which  he  could 
never  recover,  merely  that  he 
might  be  entitled  to  a  cafual  fuc¬ 
cour* 

To  prevent  removals  at  the  ca¬ 
price  of  pari fh  officers,  to  patronize 
and  extend  the  eftablifhment  of 
friendly  focieties,  to  grant  relief 
according-  to  the  number  of  chil-’ 
dren,  to  turn  the  induftry  of  chil¬ 
dren  to  the  profit  of  their  parents, 
by  employing  them  early  in  manu¬ 
factures,  and  to  advance  to  the  la¬ 
borious  poor,  frnall  capitals,  which 
might  be  repaid  in  two  or  three 
years,  were  the  means  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  deem¬ 
ed  the  molt  proper  to  amend  the 
condition  of  the  lower  orders  of 
the  people.  But  no  plan,  he  juftly 
obferved,  however  deeply  matured, 
or  Skilfully  arranged,  could  be  of 
any  fervice,  if  it  were  not  honeftly 
/  and  correCtly  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion,  by  thofe  who  were  appointed 
for  that  purpofe.  To  excite  emu¬ 
lation  among  thofe  who  were  fo  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  to  make  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  poor  a  regular  yearly 
iuhjeCl  of  parliamentary  difcuflion, 
be  confidered  as  the  moft  likely 
way  to  fecure  a  perfeCt  execution 
of  an  amended  fyffem.  He  con¬ 
cluded  by  giving  an  indirect;  kind 


of  pledge  to  bring  forward  fome 
plan  of  reform  for  the  confideration 
of  the  Houfe* 

Mr.  Whitbread  fpoke  briefly,  in 
reply  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  and  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion,  if  the  bill  were  negatived, 
of  moving  to  repeal  the  ftatute  of 
the  fifth  of  Elizabeth,  and  then  for 
a  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  poor  laws.  The  quef- 
tion  was  now  put,  and  the  bill  was 
rejeCled. 

Finding,  however,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  a 
ferious  intention  to  take  up  the 
bufinefs,  Mr.  Whitbread  refigned 
it  into  his  hands.  Mr.  Pitt  ac¬ 
cordingly,  on  the  fir  ft  of  March, 
obtained  permiftion  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  to  amend  and  enforce  the  exift- 
ing  laws,  for  the  more  effectual  re¬ 
lief  and  employment  of  the  poor. 
But  here  unfortunately  terminated, 
for  the  prefent,  all  difcuffion  of  this 
queftion.  The  preffure  of  public 
bufinefs  was,  during  the  remainder 
of  the  feflion,  too  great  to  allow 
the  Houfe  time  to  enter  on  an  affair 
of  fuch  magnitude,  and  likely  to 
give  rile  to  fo  much  difference  of 
opinion,  as  the  projected  reforma¬ 
tion. 

The  poor  laws,  neverthelefs, 
received  in  fome  points,  a  flight 
modification  by  twoaCts;  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  which  was  introduced  by 
Sir  William  Young,  for  the  bene¬ 
volent  purpofe  of  enabling  over- 
feers  to  extend,  relief  to  the  poor  at 
their  own  houfes,  and  thus  prevent 
the  breaking  up  of  indigent  fami¬ 
lies. 

Among  the  meafures  of  precau 
tion  to  which  the  fcarcity  gave  rifi 
was  An  aCt  to  alter  the  fhootind 
feafon ;  which  was,  thenceforth 
to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  in. 
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[lead  of  the  firfi  of  September,  and 
to  clofe  on  the  1 2  th  indead  of  the  id 
of  February.  Theobjedof  this  bill 
was  the  prefervation  of  the  Hand¬ 
ing  corn.  It  occafioned  fome  de¬ 
bate,  and  two  divifions,  in  the 
Upper  Houfe,  but  finally  paffed. 

This  bill  led  the  way  to  a  dif- 
cufiion  upon  the  wdiole  of  the  Game 
Laws,  and  to  an  attempt  to  obtain 
in  them  a  complete  reform.  The 
talk  of  introducing  the  reformation 
was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Curwen. 

The  laws  of  which  he  urged  the 
repeal  were  the  twenty-fecond  and 
twenty-third  of  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond,  the  firft  of  James  the  Firfi, 
the  fourth  and  fifth  of  William  and 
Mary,  the  fifth  and  ninth  of  Ann, 
and  the  twenty -eighth  of  George 
the  Second.  In  the  place  of  thefe 
laws  he  propofed  to  fubftitute  other 
provifions  for  the  better  Security 
and  protection  of  the  game. 

In  the  opening  of  his  Speech  he 
Severely  animadverted  upon  thofe 
laws,  and,  grounding  himfelf  on 
the  authority  of  Sir  William  Black- 
ftone,  reprefented  them  as  being 
repugnant  to  every  principle  of  juf- 
tice.  Had  laws  fo  contradictory 
to  the  Spirit  of  the  Britifh  conftitu- 
tion  been  executed,  he  Said,  in 
their  full  extent,  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  for  them  to  have 
exifted  till  this  time.  But  they 
had  only  been  put  in  force  Suffi¬ 
ciently  to  keep  alive  the  refentment 
of  the  country,  and  not  to  ftimu- 
late  the  nation  to  call,  with  one 
united  voice,  for  their  repeal.  If, 
however,  the  laws  could  not,  and 
ought  not  to,  be  enforced,  it  did 
not  become  the  legillature  to  Suffer 
them  to  remain  upon  the  ftatute 
books.  It  was  the  boaft  of  Eng- 
lifhmen  that  they  held  their  liberty 
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as  a  right,  and  not  as  a  boon  ; 
and,  therefore,  they  ought  not  to 
reft  upon  forbearance  alone  their 
Security  from  the  oppreffive  aCtion 
of  thefe  univerfally  execrated  laws  ; 
laws  which,  for  more  than  Seven 
hundred  years,  had  been  to  the 
kingdom  a  conftant  Source  of  griev¬ 
ance  and  complaint. 

Tracing  the  obnoxious  ftatutes 
from  their  origin,  in  the  reign  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  down  to 
the  prefent  period,  he  forcibly- 
pointed  out  their  tyranny  and  ab- 
furdity ;  but  among  them  he  more 
particularly  marked  two  of  them 
with  reprobation.  By  the  firfi;  of 
thefe  even  a  game-keeper  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  feize  any  dog  or  ret, 
and  to  enter  any  houfe  he  might 
fufpeft,  thus  deftroying  the  proud 
boaft  of  an  Englishman,  that  his 
houfe  was  his  caftle  ;  by  the  Se¬ 
cond,  the  profecutor  who  fued  for 
the  penalty  upon  killing  game, 
had  his  choice  whether  he  would 
appeal  to  the  magiftrate,  or  the 
courts  of  Weftminiter.  In  the  lat¬ 
ter  cafe  the  penalty  became,  per¬ 
haps,  to  the  offender,  an  imprison¬ 
ment  for  life  ;  as  the  cofts  would 
Swell  to  a  Sum  of  between  Sixty 
and  Seventy  pounds. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  argument  he 
controverted  the  dodrine  advanced 
by  Sir  William  Blackftone,  and 
others,  of  the  right  of  the  crown 
to  the  foie  property  of  the  game, 
either  as  lord  of  the  foil,  or  in  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  royal  title  to  all  things 
which  have  no  owner. 

The  impolicy  of  the  laws  he 
fhowed  to  be  equal  to  their  ini¬ 
quity.  They,  in  reality,  tended 
to  the  deftrudion,  not  to  the  pre¬ 
fervation,  of  the  game.  So  general 
was  the  difguft  and  abhorrence 

which 
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which  they  excited,  that  no  means 
were  left  unemployed  to  deftroy 
the  game  by  a  very  large  propor¬ 
tion0  of  the  landholders  and  far¬ 
mers. 

The  remedy  which  he  would 
propofe,  had  in  it,  he  laid,  nothing 
of  novelty  or  innovation.  It  was 
merely  to  refiore  the  property  of 
the  game  to  the  landholders  at 
jarp-e  ;  a  property  which  they  pof- 
fefled,  till  they  were  robbed  of  it 
by  the  tyranny  and  ufurpation  of 
Willi  m  the  Conqueror.  Every 
proprietor  would  thus  have  an  in- 
lereft  in  its  protection,  and  poach¬ 
ing  would,  in  confequence,  be 
nearly  abolifhed,  as  the  ride  would 
be  incalculably  increafed  by  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  number  of  perfons 
who  would  watch  over  the  game. 
Yet,  as  individuals  would  always 
be  found  who  would  give  high 
prices  for  game,  poachers  would 
{bill  exift,  though  in  fmaller  num¬ 
bers.  To  put  an  end  to  them  en¬ 
tirely,  he  thought  the  beft  mode 
would  be  to  fuffer  game  to  be 
brought  openly  to  market.  The 
reduSion  in  price,  which  this 
would  occafion,  would,  he  was 
convinced,  entirely  remove  the 
temptation  to  poaching.  .  After 
hating  the  provifions  which  he 
deemed  neceffary  to  proted  the 
proprietors  from  trelfaflers,  he 
concluded  by  moving  the  repeal  of 
the  ftatutes  Which  we  have  already 
enumerated. 

Mr.  Cur  wen  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  JJuxton, 
and  others  ;  and  a  debate  of  fome 
length  took  place.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  defend  the  game  laws 
themfelves,  but  thofe  who  were 
adverfe  to  the  motion  chiefly 
grounded  their  hoftility  on  the 
dread  of  innovation,  and.  the,  ne. 


cefiity  of  deliberating  fully,  before 
the  Houfe  agreed  to  abolifh  a  long- 
eftablilhed  fy idem.  Some  mem¬ 
bers,  who  were  friendly  to  the 
meafure,  appeared,  neverthelefs,  to 
wifn  that  the  laws  in  queftion 
might  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
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of  the  whole  Houfe,  previoufly  to 
any  other  flep  being  taken  upon 
them.  With  this  wifn  Mr.  Cur- 
wen  refolved  to  comply,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  moved  for  a  Committee, 
which  was  granted  without  oppo- 
fition. 

When,  however,  a  few  days 
fubfequently,  Mr.  Curwen  moved 
that  the  Speaker  fhould  leave  the 
chair  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee,  fome  of  the 
friends  of  the  game  laws  came  for¬ 
ward  in  their  behalf.  Mr.  Wal¬ 
lace,  Mr.  Cocks,  and  Sir  John 
Rous,  declared  themfelves  decided¬ 
ly  hoftile  to  a  repeal.  They  con¬ 
tended  that  if,  after  the  example 
of  France,  any  feudal  privilege 
tranfmitted  by  our  anceftors  were 
refigned,  there  would  be  no  point 
at  which  concept  on  ought  to  flop. 
The  abolition  of  the  game  laws 
would  be  the  forerunner  of  a  dif- 
folution  of  all  property.  The 
hardfhips  which  had  been  talked 
of  were,  they  faid,  merely  the¬ 
oretical;  the  laws  having  been  ad- 
miniftered  with  the  utmoft  mild- 
nefs.  As  to  the  idea  of  making 
game  the  property  of  the  land- 
owners,  they  treated  it  as  nuga¬ 
tory  ;  it  not  being  the  quality  of 
game  to  fix  upon  one  man’s  land 
more  than  upon  another’s.  The 
motion  lor  the  Speaker  leaving  the^ 
chair  was  carried  by  a  majority  ol 
only  nine. 

Mr.  Curwen  then  moved  a  refo- 
lution,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee  that  the  exifting 
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game  laws  were  oppreflive  in  their 
operation  and  inadequate  to  the 
effeft  for  which  they  were  in¬ 
tended. 

The  refolution  was  immediately 
objected  to,  as  inducing  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  adopt,  without  neceffiry, 
an  abftraft  proportion.  Mr.  Fox, 
therefore,  feeing  that  the  refolu- 
tion  would  moll  probably  not  be 
carried,  advifed  the  honourable 
mover  to  abandon  it,  and  revert 
to  his  original  plan,  of  proceeding 
by  bill.  At  the  fame  time  he 
feverely  cenfured  the  un  fair  nefs 
with  which  his  friend  had  been 
treated,  by  the  opponents  of  the 
meafure.  The  advice  given  by 
Mr.  Fox  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Curwen. 

On  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  it  met  with  a  determined  op. 
pofition.  It  was  treated  as  ab- 
furd,  founded  on  falle  principles, 
and  opening  a  door  to  perpetual 
quarrels  between  landholders.  The 
laft  charge  was  drawn  from  a  claufe 
which  allowed  a  perfon  to  follow 
game  which  he  had  farted  upon 
his  own  eftate.  The  enemies  of 
the  bill  denied,  too,  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  manner,  that  game  was  natu¬ 
rally  the  property  of  the  perfon 
on  whofe  lands  it  was  found.  Pro¬ 
perty,  they  faid,  was  the  creature 
of  law  ;  and  the  law  had  not  given 
any  right  over  game  to  landholders 
in  general.  They  mged,  and 
with  more  femblance  of  reafon, 
that  it  was  found  policy  to  pre- 
ferve  the  game,  in  order  to  induce 
gentlemen  to  refide  in  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  if  the  meafure  now  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe  were  adopted,  the 
game  would  undoubtedly  be  ex¬ 
terminated.  Nor  was  the  argu- 
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ment  drawn  from  the  example  of 
France  forgotten  upon  this  occa- 
Vol.  XXXVIII, 


fon.  Mr.  Cocks  even  went  fur¬ 
ther  than  before,  and  thought  pro¬ 
per  ferioufly  to  treat  the  propofu 
tion  as  an  attempt  to  introduce  a 
change  in  our  whole  fyiiem  of  law-s¬ 
and  government.  On  thefe  grounds, 
a  motion  was  made  that  the  read¬ 
ing  oi  the  bill  fhould  be  pollponed 
till  that  day  rhree  months. 

The  futility  of  the  obj editions 
was  fully  expofed,  both  from  fafts 
and  reafonings,  by  the  advocates 
of  the  bill.  The  adverfaries  of 
the  meafure  were,  neverthelefs/ 
fuccefsful.  On  a  divifion  the  bill 
was  throwm  out  by  a  very  confi- 
derable  majority. 

Though  foiled  in  his  endeavours 
to  obtain  a  thorough  reform  of 
the  game  laws,  Mr.  Curwen  kill 
flattered  himfelf  that  he  might  oh-* 
tain  a  partial  amendment  of  them. 
He  accordingly  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  feme  ob¬ 
noxious  parts  of  the  ftatutes  of  the 
eighth  of  George  the  Firft,  the 
twenty-fixth  of  George  the  Second, 
and  the  fecond  of  George  the 
Third.  He  was,  however,  not 
more  fortunate  on  this  than  on  the 
former  occafion,  the  queftion  for 
leave  being  negatived  by  the 
Houfe. 

The  law  of  tithes  having  been 
found  to  bear  hard  upon  the  Qua¬ 
kers,  a  bill  for  their  relief  was 
framed  by  Mr,  Serjeant  Adair. 
By  an  exiting  aft,  juftices  of  the 
peace  were  authorized,  when  the 
fum  did  not  exceed  ten  pounds,  to 
make  an  order  for  the  fale  of  a 
quaker’s  goods,  in  order  to  pay 
the  tythes  demanded  from  him  ; 
but  in  cafes  where  the  claim  was 
to  a  larger  amount,  the  claimant 
pofTeffed  the  power  of  imprifoning 
the  defendant.  Mr.  Adair  pro- 
pofed  to  extend  the  aftion  of  the 
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exifting  law  to  fums  above  ten 
pounds,  and  to  take  from  the 
plaintiff  the  right  of  lei  zing  the 
perfon  of  the  defendant,  whenever 
the  latter  had  property  fufficient  to 
pay  the  demand.  It  was  alfo  a 
part  of  his  plan  to  admit  qu.ikers 
to  be  examined,  upon  their  affirm¬ 
ation,  as  well  in  criminal  as  in  ci¬ 
vil  cafes.  His  motion  lor  bring¬ 
ing  in  the  bill  was  Seconded  by 
Mr.  Wilbr  force,  fupported  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
met  with  general  approbation  from 
the  Houle. 

The  bill,  the  operation  of 
which,  on  the  luggeftion  of  Sir 
William  Scott,  was  limited  to  live 
years,  puffed  through  the  Com¬ 
mons  with  little  or  no  oppofition* 
It  was  not  fo  fortunate  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  The  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  and  the  Bifhop  of 
Rochefter,  oppofcd  it,  principally 
on  the  ground  of  its  having  been 
hurried  through  the  Lower  Houfe 
with  an  unufual  and  improper  pre¬ 
cipitancy.  They  pleaded  that,  in 
juftice  to  the  clergy,  whofe  inter- 
efts  it  ferioully  affected,  a  fufficient 
time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  its 
confideration.  The  power  which 
clergymen  exercifed,  of  feizing,  in 
a  cafe  of  tythe,  the  perfon  inftead 
of  the  property  of  the  defendant, 
appeared  to  them  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
claim.  By  the  biihop  of  Rochef- 
ter  the  religious  fc tuples  of  the 
quakers,  on  the  lubjedl  of  tythe, 
were  treated  as  a  pretence,  or,  at 
leaf!,  as  an  abfnrdity.  It  was, 
therefore,  moved  by  the  Archbi¬ 
fhop  of  Canterbury  that  the  bill 
fhould  be  read  a  fecohd  time  on  that 
day  three  months. 

The  bill  wrts  defended  by  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  and  the  Lord 


Chancellor;  the  latter  of  whom 
fully  replied  to  the  objedions  of 
the  reverend  prelates.  It  had,  he 
faid,  been  amply  difcuffed  in  the 
other  Houfe,  and  conducted  in  the 
faired  manner  by  thofe  who  brought 
it  forward.  Nor  did  it  injure  the 
in te reft 3  of  the  clergy.  Yet,  con- 
vinced  as  he  was  of  its  equity,  and 
its  benevolent  effects,  hewouldnot 
refill  the  motion  of  the  riuht  reve- 
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rend  prelate,  as  he  was  certain  that 
when  his  g race  had  ‘  thoroughly 
examined  the  bill,  and  weighed 
the  probable  operation  of  its 
chunks,  he  would  find  that  it  con¬ 
tained  nothing  in  the  lead  Excep¬ 
tionable.  The  quedion  was  then 
put,  and  the  motion  of  podpone- 
ment  was  carried. 

The  attention  of  parliament  was 
this  year  directed  to  increafe  the 
comforts  of  a  mod  important  and 
meritorious  body  of  men,  the  in¬ 
ferior  order  of  the  clergy.  A  bill 
was  introduced  for  the  further  fup- 
port  and  maintenance  of  curates. 
It  originated  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  through  which  it  palled, 
without  any  animadverfion.  In 
the  Commons  houfe  it  met  with  a 
flight  oppofition,  under  the  idea 
that,  being  a  money  bill,  it  ought 
npt  to  have  been  propofed  by  the 
Lords.  This  objection  was,  how¬ 
ever,  fatisfaftorily  removed,  and 
the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

Something  was  likewife  done  for 
the  benefit  of  fcience.  A  fum  of 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  was  voted, 
in  aid  of  the  Veterinary  college, 
and,  on  the  petition  of  Dr.  John 
*  Hunter’s  executors,  a  feleft  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  make  a 
report,  as  to  the  propriety  of  pur- 
chafing,  for  the  nation,  his  valu¬ 
able  mufeum. 

With  a  view  to  put  a  flop  to  the 
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practice  of  dealing  dead  bodies 
from  church-yards,  Mr.  joddrell 
made  an  effort  to  obtain  a  bill  to 
increafe  the  punifhment  inflifted  on 
the  offences  ol  burglary  and  high¬ 
way  robbery.  He  propofed  that 
the  bodies  of  highwaymen  and 
houfebreakers  (hould,  like  thofe  of 
murderers,  be  delivered  over  to  the 
furgeons  for  diffeftion,  But  this 
proportion  was  very  generally  dif- 
approved.  Its  antagonifts  forcibly 
urged  that  it  was  both  impolitic 
and  unjuft.  It  might,  perhaps, 
though  that  was  by  no  means  cer¬ 
tain,  leffen  the  number  of  burgla¬ 
ries  and  highway  robberies,  but 
would,  on  the  other  hand,  almoft 
certainly  increafe  the  number  of 
murders.  To  confound  punifh- 
ments  naturally  led  to  the  con¬ 
founding  of  crimes,  becaufe  all  dif- 
tinftion  ‘in  guilt  was  taken  away. 
The  criminal  code,  they  faid,  was 
even  now  too  fevere.  It  too  libe¬ 
rally  difpenfed  the  punifhment  of 
death  to  crimes  not  of  the  higheft 
degree  of  atrocity.  What  then 
would  it  be  when  it  fubjefted  thofe 
offences  to  the  foie  additional  pe¬ 
nalty  with  which  we  could  vifiu  the 
crime  of  the  vileft  murderer. 

Finding  that  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe  was  decilively  againft  him, 
Mr.  Joddrell  withdrew  his  motion. 
In  the  debate  which  took  place 
upon  this  fubjeft,  a  revifion  and 
amendment  of  the  criminal  code 
was  warmly  recommended  by  Mr. 
Fox. 

The  only  domeftic  occafion 
which  produced  a  debate  carried  on 
with  any  thing  of  a  party  fpirit 
was  the  bringing  in  of  an  aft  to 
render  permanent  the  Weftminfter 
police  bill,  which  was  now  about 
to  expire.  That  aft,  on  its  firft 
introduftion  in  1792,  was  feverely 
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cenfured  by  the  members  of  oppo. 
fition,  as  an  endeavour  to  increafe, 
by  indirect  means,  the  power  of 
the  crown.  The  prefent  motion 
to  perpetuate  it  was  not  received 
with  more  favour  by  the  adverfa- 
ries  of  the  bill.  The  old  objec¬ 
tion,  that  the  meafure  would  ex¬ 
tend  the  influence  of  the  crown,  was 
again  urged,  and  with  additional 
vigour.  The  plan  was  alfo  faid  to 
be  unproductive  of  any  good,  to 
be  fhnmefully  expenfive,  to  encou¬ 
rage  perjury,  and  to  confer  on  the 
magiftrates  an  authority  unknown 
to  the  Conftitution.  That  it  func¬ 
tioned  the  mod  corrupt  eftablifh- 
rnent  that  could  be  inftituted,  was, 
its  opponents  faid,  the  only  merit 
by  which  it  was  recommended  to 
the  minifters. 

The  partifans  of  the  bill  con¬ 
tended  that  the  charges  brought 
againft  it  were  wholly  groundlefs, 
the  mere  creatures  of  the  imagina¬ 
tion  ;  and  that,  after  a  fair  trial, 
it  had  been  found  produftive  of  the 
moft  beneficial  effefts.  It  had  dif- 
couraged  litigation,  and  diminifh- 
ed  the  number  of  robberies.  In 
proof  of  this  they  appealed  to  the 
records  of  the  different  offices. 
The  trading  juftices,  they  faid, 
had,  previouffy  to  the  palling  of 
the  aft  in  1792,  received  every 
complaint,  and  encouraged  every 
crofs  complaint  by  way  of  retali¬ 
ation,  and  had  thereby  fwelled  the 
iffue  of  warrants  and  taking  of  re- 
cognifances  to  fuch  an  enormous 
amount,  that,  by  this  means  alone, 
they  drained  from  the  pockets  of 
the  pocreft  and  moft  miferable 
wretches  in  fociety  a  fum,  which 
was  now  faved,  of  not  lefs  than  fix 
thoufand  pounds  a-year.  Before 
the  inftitution  of  the  new  police 
there  had  been  nearly  twenty-two 
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thoufand  recognifances  in  two 
years,  while,  in  two  years  of  its 
operation,  they  were  reduced  to  one 
third  of  that  number.  Formerly, 
lik  wife,  two  thoufand  perfons  had 
been  annually  difeharged,  for  want 
of  profeeution  or  evidence,  whereas 
there  were  not  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  difeharged  under  the  prefen t 
iyftem.  The  gangs  of  pickpockets, 
once  fo  daring  and  formidable,  had, 
alfo,  been  completely  broken  up, 
by  the  unremitted  vigilance  of  the 
magiilrates  and  officers. 

The  act  was  palled  ;  but,  in. 
Head  of  being  made  perpetual,  its 
duration  was  limited  to  five  years. 
The  limitation  was  fuggelfed  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

An  effort  was  this  feffion  made, 
by  the  Earl  of  Moira,  to  procure 
fome  alteration  in  the  barbarous 
and  abfurd  code  of  debtor  and  cre¬ 
ditor  laws.  The  meafure  which 
he  propofed  he  Fated  as  merely  a 
meafure  of  experiment,  to  be  tried 
for  one  or  two  years  as  the  Houle 
thought  proper,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  it  might  be  dropped, 
continued,  or  modified,  according 
to  the  experience  of  its  effects.  Its 
leading  principle  was  the  compul- 
fory  ceflion  of  the  debtor’s  proper¬ 
ty,  to  fatisfy  his  creditors,  and 
exonerate  his  own  perfon  from  the 
penalty  of  imprifonment. 

On  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  it  was  FrenuouFy  oppoled  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  treated 
the  meafure  as  a  dangerous  innova¬ 
tion  upon  a  fyftem  under  which  the 
country  had  flourifhed.  This  fyf¬ 
tem  he  is  reprefen  ted,  perhaps  er- 
roneoully,  to  have  deferibed  as 
having  exiFed,  in  its  prefent  Fate, 
from  the  remoteF  period  of  which 
we  have  any  accurate  legal  hiFory. 
H«  likewise  thought  it  almoF,  if 


not  quite,  impra&icable  to  carry 
into  execution  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  directed  the  furrender  of  the 
debtor’s  property  ;  and  appeared  to 
confider  as  certain  that,  even  if  it 
were  executed,  debtors  “  would 
yield  up  little  or  nothing,  and  in 
a  fhort  time  would  appear  in  afflu¬ 
ence  while  their  creditors  were 
Farving.”  Having  uttered  this 
liberal  fentiment,  made  a  panegy¬ 
ric  upon  the  liberality  of  creditors, 
and  confcffed  that  the  circumFance 
of  mefne  procefs  might  be  im¬ 
proved,  his  Lordfh ip  concluded  by 
declaring  that  he  defpaired  of  an 
effeCtual  reform  of  the  debtor  laws, 
and  that  any  alteration  in  them 
would  be  hurtful  to  the  debtors 
themfelves,  inafmuch  as  it  would 
render  credit  more  difficult  to  be 
obtained. 

In  his  oppoftion  to  the  bill  the 
Lord  Chancellor  was  joined  by 
Lords  Kenyon  and  Thurlow.  Like 
him,  the  former  argued  that  the 
projected  law  would  be  highly  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  mercantile  part  of 
the  community  ;  and  he  urged,  as 
an  additional  caufe  of  his  diflike  to 
it,  that  it  would  enable  arreFed 
gamblers  and  feducers  to  efcape  the 
punifhment  due  to  their  crimes. 
His  lordfnip  feems  not  to  have  been 
aware  that,  in  thus  reafoning,  he 
was  reafoning  from  the  exception 
inFead  of  the  rule.  Even  in  cri¬ 
minal  cafes,  it  is  a  benevolent  prin¬ 
ciple  or  Englith  juFice,  that  it  is 
better  many  guilty  perfons  fhould 
efcape  than  that  one  innocent  per¬ 
fon  fhould  fufrer.  But  his  Lord- 
fhip  appears  to  have  thought  it 
more  equitable  that  the  great  mafs 
of  debtors,  guilty  only  of  being 
unfortunate,  fhould  be  fubjedl  to 
all  the  punifhment  of  atrocious 
criminality,  than  that  a  few  gam¬ 
blers 
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biers  and  feducers  fhould  remain 
unchailifed.  It  mult  be  owned, 
however,  that  Lord  Moira  him- 
felf,  by  reprefen  ting  as  fraudulent 
nineteen  debtors  out  of  twenty, 
afforded  the  noble  lord  a  pretext 
for  extending  his  cenfure  to  the 
whole  of  the  debtors. 

The  fe verity  of  Lord  Thurlow 
was  carried  ro  a  far  greater  length, 
lie  fuggefted  the  propriety  of 
making  imprifonment  penal,  and 
confining  the  debtor  to  jail  allow¬ 
ance.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
fuch  an  idea  could  gain  admittance 
into  any  humane  and  noble  mind. 
The  propofmg  fo  rigorous  a  mode 
of  adding,  certainly  affords  great 
countenance  to  the  general  opinion, 
that  the  practice  of  the  laws  has  a 
ftrong  tendency  to  harden  the 
heart.  For  creditors,  indeed,  his 
Lordfhip  difplayed  much  feeling, 
and  confidered  it  as  a  harfh  mea- 
fure  to  deprive  them  of  that  fe- 
curity  which  the  legiilature  itfelf 
had  led  them  to  believe  was  their 
right,  and  on  the  faith  of  which 
they  had  been  induced  to  give  cre¬ 
dit.  With  refpedt  to  the  latter 
aifertion  we  (hall  only  obferve,  that 
to  the  authority  of  Lord  Thurlow 
may  be  oppofed  the  higher  autho¬ 
rity  of  Mr.  Burke,  who  has  fully 
reluted  the  argument,  if  argument 
it  can  be  called,  that  the  creditor 
gives  credit  becaufe  he  poffeffes  a 
fecurity  in  the  body  of  the  debtor. 

The  bill  was  ably  defended  by 
Lord  Moira.  In  anfwer  to  the 
objeftion  that  it  was  a  bold  and 
hazardous  innovation,  he  replied 
that  the  bill  of  1794  had,  in  real¬ 
ity,  innovated  as  much  as  the  pre- 
fent  intended  to  do.  That  the 
law,  as  it  now  flood,  had  exifted 
for  centuries,  he  confidered  as  no 
argument  againfl  his  propofitiun. 


Perfevdion  was  not  concentrated  in 
our -anceflors,  and,  therefore,  thofe 
who  lived  in  a  more  enlightened 
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age,  and  had  the  benefit  of  expe¬ 
rience,  might  make  beneficial 
changes  in  ancient  laws.  Nor  was 
the  bill  injurious  to  creditors.  On 
the  contrary,  it  infured  to  them, 
from  the  innocent,  an  indemnity, 
as  far  as  indemnity  could  poffibiy 
be  procured  ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  fraudulent  debtors  were  ex- 
prefsly  excluded  from  the  benefit  of 
its  provifions.  That  it  would 
check  the  giving  of  credit  he  con- 
fidered  as  a  circumflance  flrongly 
in  its  favour.  To  obtain  fuch  a 
cheek  upon  giving  credL  was  an 
objedt  which  he  defined  to  effedl. 
When  perfons  of  fmall  incomes 
found  it  impradiicable  to  procure 
credit,  they  would  modern  e  their 
habits,  and  learn  to  live  within 
the  bounds  of  their  incomes.  Tn 
aid  of  his  opinion  refpe&ing  the 
debtor  laws,  his  Lordfhip  brought 
forward  the  weighty  authority  of 
Dr.  Jehnfon,  and  the  ftubborn  evi¬ 
dence  of  fadls,  particularly  of  one 
fadl  among  feveral,  which  had 
come  within  his  own  knowledge. 
A  reform,  he  contended,  was  ab- 
folutely  neceffary,  and  fo  convin¬ 
ced  was  he  of  its  neceflity,  that  he 
pledged  himfelf  never  to  difeon- 
tinue  his  efforts  till,  in  one  fhape 
or  other,  he  had  fucceeded  in  ren¬ 
dering  it  palatable  to  his  noble  col¬ 
leagues. 

On  a  divifion  the  bill  was  re- 
jefled  by  a  majority  of  feven.  It 
is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  only 
eleven  p^ers  attended  the  difeuffion 
of  a  fubjedl  fo  important  to  the 
happinefs,  and  even  to  the  ex  ill  - 
ence,  of  no  inconfiderable  portion 
of  the  Britifh  people. 

The  whole  of  the  national  bufi- 
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nefs  in  the  two  Houfes  being: 
brought  to  a  conclufion,  the  Seffion 
was  clofed,  on  the  nineteenth  of 
May,  by  the  cuttomary  fpeech 
from  the  throne.  The  fpeech  con¬ 


tained  nothing  of  importance,  ex¬ 
cept  the  annunciation  of  his  iVl  a  - 
jetty’s  dettgn  to  fummon  a  new 
parliament. 


CHAP.  XXIII, 


Naval  and  Colonial  operations.  Succefs  obtained  by  feveral  Britijh  Naval 
Officers.  1 Sir  Sydney  Smith.  Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren.  Sir  Edward 
Pellew.  Gap  tains  Martin  and  Williams.  Captain  Trollope.  Captain 
Bo-wen.  Activity  of  the  republican  Privateers.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  made 
Prifoner  in  the  Mouth  of  the  Seine.  Admiral  Richery  efcapes  from  Cadiz, 
with  his  Squadron ,  and  ravages  the  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  coajls. 
Briti/h  conjunct  naval  and  military  operations.  Porto  Ferrajo  taken 
pojfffion  of  by  a  diviffion  of  troops  from  Baftia.  Corfca.  Turbulent  dift 
.  pofitton  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  if  and.  Their  reffance  to  the  Britijh 
authority.  The  if  and  is  evacuated  by  the  Britijh.  Events  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  Expedition  prepared  for  the  recovery  of  the  iflands  loft  in  the 
preceding  year.  1  he  fleet  ftffiers  feverely  from  dreadful ftor  ms ,  and  is 
drive 71  back.  It  again  fails.  Arrival  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Commence - 
ment  of  military  operations .  Surrender  of  the  colonies  of  I)  e  me  r ary  and 
Berbice.  Landing  effected  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia.  Failure  of  attacks 
on  fame  of  the  enemy’s  batteries.  The  republicans  are  at  length  compelled 
to  capitulate.  A  divifion  fails  to  recover  St.  Vincent* s^' and  another  to 
recover  Grenada.  Succeffies  of  the  drench  in  thofe  funds  at  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  year .  Reduction  of  St.  Vincent's  by  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie. 

M  off  a  ere  of  the  white  prij oners  in  Grenada  by  the  Mulatto  leader.  Gre¬ 
nada  reconqut  red .  Affairs  in  St.  Domingo.  Failure  of  the  Britijh  at¬ 
tempt  upon  Leogane.  Arrival  and  wretched  fituatiori  of  a  reinf or  cement. - 
Bombarde  taken  pqffejjien  of  and  then  abandoned.  Activity  of  the 
enemy.  Defeat  of  the  enemy  at  Poft  Raimond.  They  raife  the  ftege  of 
Jrois.  Port  au  Prince  is  blockaded  by  them.  Removal  of  the  remains  of 

Columbus  to  the  Havaunah .  Affairs  in  Jamaica.  Termination  of  the 
Maroon  war.  Tranfportation  oj  the  Maroons  to  Nova  Scotia.  Opera¬ 
tions  in  the  Eaftern  Hemifphere .  The  Batavian  government  fends  a 
f quadroon  with  troops  to  recover  the  Cape.  This  force  is  compelled  to  fur - 
rend  r  to  Admiral  Elphinftone.  Gonqueft  of  Ceylon  completed  by  the  Jur - 
re  der  of  Cdumbo,  Surrender  of  Amboy na  and  Banda  to  Admiral 
Rainier. 


WITH  the  foie  exception  of 
the  expedition  againtt  Ire¬ 
land,  which  was  not  fent  to  fea  till 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  and  the  refult 

i 


of  which  we  fhall  ftate  when,  in  a 
future  volume,  we  take  a  compre- 
henfive  view  of  Irifh  affairs,  the 
enemy  did  not,  in  the  courfe  of 
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1796,  make  any  of  thofevaft  mari¬ 
time  exertions  which  are  almoft 
neceffirily  productive  of  fplendid 
and  decifive  encounters.  His  ut- 
raoft  efforts  were  limited  to  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  gainful  but  inglorious  war 
upon  the  commerce  of  this  country, 
and  it  was  feldora  that  he  ventured 
to  truft  from  the  protedion  of  his 
ports  any  equipment  of  more  con- 
fequence  than  a  fmall  fquadron  of 
frigates.  Even,  however,  in  the 
confined  fphere  of  adion  to  which 
the  naval  officers  of  Great  Britain 
were  thus  reduced,  they  gave  feve¬ 
rs!  remarkable  infiances  of  their  ta¬ 
lents,  adivity  and  courage. 

Among  the  moil  remarkable  of 
thefc  inftances,  the  firft  in  order  of 
time  was  a  gallant  attack  which 
was  made  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  in 
the  Diamond,  affifted  by  Lieute¬ 
nants  Mac  Kinley  and  Goffer,  in 
two  luggers,  upon  a  republican  flo- . 

March  conflfting  of  a  cor- 
J7* 

which  had  been  chafed  into  the 
harbour  of  Herqui,  in  tl*e  bay  of 
Sr.  Brieuc,  where  they  lay  under 
the  protedion  of  a  body  of  regular 
troops,  and  of  three  batteries,  ered- 
ed  on  commanding  rocky  promon¬ 
tories,  at  the  entrance  of  the  port. 
As  it  was  not  pradicable  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  enemy’s  veffels  before 
the  batteries  were  filenced,  the  ma¬ 
rines  and  boarders,  under  Lieute¬ 
nant  Pine,  were  landed,  in  fpite  of 
a  warm  fire  of  mufketry  from  the 
republican  troops,  a  precipice  was 
fcaled,  the  batteries  were  carried, 
and  the  guns  rendered  unfervicea- 
ble.  From  the  falling  of  the  tide, 
only  two  of  the  fhips  could  be  de- 
ftroyed  ;  but,  as  foon  as  it  again 
rofe,  the  attack  was  renewed,  and 
the  remainder  of  them  were  burnt, 


vette,  two  luggers,  four 
brigs,  and  two  hoops, 


except  one  armed  lugger,  which 
had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape. 

In  lefs  than  a  week  the  republi¬ 
cans  received  another  proof  of  their 
naval  inferiority.  Sir  John  Bor- 
lafe  Warren,  with  the  Pomona,  Ar¬ 
tois,  Galatea  and  An'.on 
frigates,  difcovered,  off  the  1  arCi‘ 
Saints,  an  enemy  s  fqua¬ 
dron,  of  much  fuperior  force,  es¬ 
corting  a  convoy.  A  fhort  adion 
enfued,  which  terminated  in  their 
taking  flight,  leaving  in  thepoffef- 
fion  of  the  Britifh  a  frigate  of  thirty 
guns,  and  four  of  the  merchant  vef¬ 
fels.  Nothing  but  their  proximity 
to  the  fhore  faved  the  whole  of  the 
fugitives  from  being  captured  by 
their  conquerors. 

Sir  Edward  Pellew  met  wdth  an 
antagonift  in  every  refped  more 
worthy  of  him.  While  cruizing 
with  his  fquadron  off  the  Lizard 
point,  he  defcried  a  frigate, 
which  he  purfued  with  the 
Indefatigable,  the  Amazon, 
and  La  Concorde.  The  hoftile  fit  ip 
was  La  Virginie,  of  44  guns,  one 
of  the  fine  ft  and  fafteft  failing  vef- 
felsin  the  French  fervice,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Bergeret.  It 
was  not  till  midnight,  after  a  chace 
of  fifteen  hours,  and  a  hundred  and 
fixty-eight  miles,  that  the  Indefa¬ 
tigable  came  up  with  the  enemy, 
and  brought  him  to  adion.  The 
conteft  was  continued,  under  a  prefs 
of  fail,  for  nearly  two  hours.  Every 
refource  which  gallantry  and  con- 
fummate  naval  fkili  could  afford  him 
was  exhaufted  by  the  republican 
captain.  Though  his  veil'd  was 
much  crippled,  had  four  feet  water 
in  her  hold,  and  had  almoft  fifty 
men  killed  or  difabled,  he  refufed 
to  yield,  till  the  coming  up  of  La 
Concorde  made  it  obvious  that  all 
further  refiftance  mull  be  an  ad  of 
\_A  a  4]  hopelefs 
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hopelefs  temerity.  Ke  then  haul¬ 
ed  down  his  lights,  as  a  fignal  of 
furrender.  Fortunately,  not  an 
officer  or  man  was  f  1  a i n  or  wound¬ 
ed  on  the  fide  of  the  Britifh,  in  this 
lharp  engagement. 

In  the  north  fea,  the  frigates 

_  '  u 

forming  a  part  of  Admiral  Duncan’s 
fleet,  captured  the  Dutch 
x  frigate  the  Argo,  of  thirty  - 
fix  guns,  the  Mercury,  of 
fixteen  guns,  and  drove  the  Echo, 
of  eighteen  guns,  and  De  Gier,  of 
fourteen  guns,  afhore,  about  ten 
leagues  from  the  Texel.  The  Argo 
ididnot  flrike  till  fire  had  loft  thirty- 
four  of  her  crew,  in  an  engagement 
with  the  Phoenix,  commanded  by 
Captain  Halfted. 

A  fmall  fquadron,  confiding  of 
th  ree  frigates,  and  a  corvette  of 
twenty-two  guns,  which  failed 
from  Breft,  early  in  June,  under  the 
orders  of  Commodore  Moultfon,  arj 
American,  was  ftill  more  unlucky 
than  its  predeceflbrs.  Two  of  the 
friga  tes,  and  the  corvette,  were 
-r  fallen  in  with,  to  the  weft- 
*'Une  ward  of  Scilly,  by  Captains 
Martin  and  Williams,  in 
the  Santa  Margaritta  and  Unicorn. 
INotwithftanding  the  enemy  were 
punch  fuperior  in  force,  the  Britifh 
officers  did  not  hefuate  to  give  bat¬ 
tle.  The  enemy,  however,  were 
not  equally  ready  to  receive  it, 
They  endeavoured  to  efcape,  and  a 
long  chafe  enfued.  The  Santa 
Margaritta  at  length  overtook  La 
Tamile,  of  thirty-fix  guns,  and 
compelled  her  to  ftrike,  after  a 
conflict  of  twenty  minutes,  in  which 
more  than  fifty  of  her  crew  were 
killed  or  wounded  ;  while  the  Iofs 
of  the  Englifh  was  only  two  flain, 
and  as  many  hurt.  The  conqueft 
of  the  largeft  fh ip,  which  was  La 
Tribune,  of  forty-four  guns,  under 


Commodore  Moultfon  htmfelf,  was 
accomplifiied  with  more  difficulty. 
Moultfon  manoeuvred  in  fuch  a 
mafterly  manner,  and  his  veflel  was 
fo  well  conftrufted  for  failing,  that 
he  protra&ed  the  chafe  for  ten  hours 
longer.  But,  after  a  purfuit  of 
two  hundred  and  tep  miles,  the 
Unicorn  fhot  alongficle  her  adver- 
fary,  and  brought  her  to  clofe 
combat.  The  French  comraanfer 
now  fhowed  as  much  bravery  as  he 
had  before  fiiown  Ikill.  His  exer¬ 
tions,  neverthelefs,  were  fruitlefs. 
In  thirtyr-five  minutes  his  fh  ip  was 
disabled,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
fubmit.  His  lofs  was  fifty-twq 
men  -}  of  the  Englifh  not  a  man  was 
hurt.  The  third  frigate.  La  Pra- 
ferpine,  of  forty -two  guns,  had  fe- 
pgrated  from  the  fquadron,  during  a 
fog,  on  the  preceding  day  ;  but  fhe 
fpared  the  fate  of  her  companions, 
being  captured,  op  the  thirteenth, 
by  Lord  Amelius  Beauclerck,  in 
the  Dryad,  after  having  made  a  vi¬ 
gorous  refiftanc.e  of  three  quarters 
of  an  hour,  and  had  thirty  killed 
and  forty-five  wounded.  The  cor¬ 
vette,  La  Legere,  was  alfo  cap¬ 
tured,  on  the  twenty-fecond,  by  the 
Doris  and  the  Apollo. 

But  in  no  inftance  was  the  infe¬ 
riority  of  the  enemy’s  marine,  and 
the  daring  valour  of  Britifh  officers, 
more  decifively  fhown  than  in  a 
conteft  which  Captain  Trollope,  in 
the  Glatton  of  fifty-fix  guns,  main¬ 
tained,  off  Helvoetfluys,  with  a 
French  fquadron  of  fix  frigates,  a 
brig,  and  a  cutter.  The  largeft  of 
thefe  frigates  mounted  nearly  fifty 
guns  ;  the  two  next  in  fize  thirty- 
fix  guns,  and  the  three  fmalleft 
about  twenty  guns  each.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  immenfe  difparity  of 
numbers  and  ftrength.  Captain 
Trollope  bore  down  into  the  midft 
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of  them,  and  commenced  fb  clofe 

r  .  an  engagement,  that  the 

16^  ^arC^  arms  f^e  hoftile 
vefTels  touched  each  other. 
In  lefs  than  twenty  minutes  the  re¬ 
publicans  were  thrown  into  confu- 
lion,  and  deemed  it  prudent  to 
Iheer  off.  Captain  Trollope  en¬ 
deavoured  to  follow,  andbrinp-  them 
once  more  to  action,  but  his  mails 
and  rigging  had  fuffered  to  fuch  a 
degree  that  he  could  not  accomplifh 
his  purpofe,  and  he  had,  in  confe- 
quence,  the  mortification  to  fee  the 
flying  foe  reach  the  harbour  of 
Flushing,  without  his  being  able  to 
prevent  them.  In  this  combat, 
where  every  man  diftinguilhed 
himfelf,  Captain  Strangeways,  of 
the  marines,  was  among  thofe  who 
were  molt  confpicuous  for  their 
bravery.  After  having  received  a 
Ihot  through  the  thigh,  he  returned 
to  the  deck,  with  the  tourniquet 
on,  and  perfifted  in  remaining  at 
his  poll,  and  encouraging  his  men, 
till  Captain  Trollope  feeing  him 
grow  faint  with  the  lofs  of  blood, 
ordered  him  to  be  again  carried  be¬ 
low. 

In  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  Sir 
John  Warren  chafed  into  Douarne- 

a.  a  nez  Bay  a  convoy  often 
„  fail,  confiding  of  a  tranf- 

7and22-port  of  fix  hundred 
tons,  five  brigs  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  tons  each*  a  dogger  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  tons,  two  chafl'e  marees  of 
ninety  tons,  and  a  fchooner  of 
eighty  tons,  which  were  under  the 
protection  of  a  thirty  gun  frigate 
and  a  brig  of  eighteen  guns.  The 
whole  of  thefe,  with  the  exception 
of  the  frig  ate,  were  defiroyed  ; 
part  by  being  driven  on  Ihore  and 
bilged,  the  remainder  by  the 
enemy,  who  fet  them  on  fire,  to 
prevent  them  from  falling  into  the 


hands  of  the  Britifh.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  month  he  like  wife  drove 
on  ill  ore  and  burnt,  near  Arcafion, 
a  very  fine  frigate  of  forty-eight 
guns,  named  the  Andromache,  and 
captured  or  confirmed  ten  fail  of 
merchantmen,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Garonne. 

The  la  ft  naval  encounters  which 
claim  our  attention,  in  the  annals 
of  this  year,  took  place  oft'  the  Spa- 
nifti  coaft.  Two  of  them  occurred 
in  tire  Mediterranean,  and  were 
fough?  between  the  Britifh  and  their 
newly-declared  enemies  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  The  firft  of  thefe,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  was  marked  by  circum- 
ftances  which  refled:  honour  on  both 
parties.  While  cruizing  off  Car- 
thagena,  on  the  watch  for  the  S  a- 
nifh  fleet,  Captain  Bowen,  of  the 
Terpfichore,  perceived  a  large  vef- 
fel  bearing  down  upon  him,  and 
making  ready  for  battle.  As  he 
had  left  thirty  men  Tick  in  the  hof- 
pital,  and  had  on  board  more  than 
that  number  either  dangeroufiy  ill 
or  extremely  weak,  and  as  he  was 
fo  near  to  rheSpanilh  coaft,  and  pro-  . 
bably  to  the  fleer,  as  to  make  it 
very  doubtful  whether  he  ftiould 
be  able  to  bring  off  his  prize  if 
victorious,  orfave  his  own  Ih ip  if 
worked,  he  did  not  tempt  an  en¬ 
gagement,  but  continued  ftanding 
on,  without  altering  his  courfe.  At 
half-pall  nine  the  enemy 
came  within  hale,  and 
proved  to  be  the  Mahonefa, 
of  thirty-four  twelve  pounders, 
befide  brafs  cohorns  and  fwivels, 
commanded  by  Don  Thomas  Ayal- 
de.  The  force  of  the  Engliih  fhip, 
was  much  inferior  ;  confuting  of 
only  thirty-two  fix  and  twelve 
pounders.  A  defperate  engage¬ 
ment  commenced,  which  lafted  an 
hour  and  forty  minutes.  By  the 

end 
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end  of  that  time,  the  wade  guns  of 
the  Spanifh  (hip  were  rendered  un- 
ferviceablc,  her  rigging  was  greatly 
damaged,  her  niafts  were  every  in- 
Ham  in  danger  of  going  by  the 
board,  and  a  terrible  (laughter  was 
made  among  her  crew.  Yet,  even 
in  this  (ituation,  and  though  he 
could  rally  round  him  but  a  few  of 
his  men,  Don  Thomas  Ayalde  was 
with  much  difficulty  prevailed  on 
to  put  an  end  to  the  carnage,  by 
firiking  his  colours.  In  the  oublic 
difpatch  of  Captain  Bowen  to  his 
admiral.  Sir  John  Jervis,  the  cou¬ 
rage,  conduft  and  zeal,  of  the  gal¬ 
lant  Spaniard  were  defervedly  men¬ 
tioned  in  terms  of  the  warmed  ad¬ 
miration.  It  was  not  more  ffirange 
than  fortunate,  that  a  vi&ory  over 
fuch  a  determined  enemy  fhould  be 
achieved  without  the  lofs  of  a  tin¬ 
gle  man ;  the  number  of  the  wound¬ 
ed  was  only  four  perfons. 

On  a  fubfequent  occafion,  equal 
bravery  and  fk.il!  were  difplayed, 
sgainil  a  French  enemy,  by  Captain 
Bowen,  though  untoward  circum- 
ftances  deprived  him  of  the  fruits  of 
his  victory.  Cruizing  off  Cadiz,  he 
~  fell  in  with  La  Vedale,  of 
6  *  36  guns,  and,  after  a  pur- 
fuit  of  twenty-four  hours, 
fucceeded  in  bringing  her  to  aCtion. 
The  eonteft  continued  for  an  hour 
and  a  quarter,  when  the  republicans 
hauled  down  their  colours  ;  having 
ftidained  the  lofs  of  their  captain 
and  forty  men  killed,  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  wounded  ;  a  number  nearly 
equal  to  the  crew  of  Captain  Bo¬ 
wen’s  veffel.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
night,  however,  a  temped  arofe, 
by  which  the  prize  was  driven  on 
the  Span  fh  (bore,  where  fhe  was 
taken  poffeffion  of,  and  towed  into 
Cadiz,  by  the  Spanifh  boats. 

In  the  Mediterranean,  the  Mi¬ 


nerva  and  the  Blanche,  commanded 
by  Captains  Cockburne  and  Pref- 
ton,  under  the  orders  of  Commo¬ 
dore  Nelfon,  captured  the  p. 
Sabina,  o:  forty  guns,  and  '  £C* 
another  Spanifh  frigate; 
but  were  fubfequently  compelled  to 
abandon  them,  by  the  coming  up 
of  a  Spanifh  fquadron,  confiding  of 
two  fail  of  the  line  and  two  fri¬ 
gates.  In  this  engagement,  the 
captain  of  the  Sabina,  Don  Jacobo 
Stuart,  did  not  furrender,  till,  after 
a  refillance  of  two  hours,  his  mads 
were  gone  by  the  board,  and  nearly 
two  hundred  of  his  crew  were 
wounded  or  (lain. 

The  republicans,  on  their  fide, 
were  more  fuccefsful  in  procuring  a 
compenfation  for  their  Ioffes,  than 
in  winning  trophies  to  remove,  or 
leffen,  the  difgrace  of  their  nume¬ 
rous  defeats.  Their  privateers 
committed  great  depredations  on 
the  Britifn  commerce,  which, 
fwelled  as  it  was  to  an  extent  be¬ 
yond  all  former  example,  and  co¬ 
vering  the  feas  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  could  not  poffibly  receive 
entire  protection  againd  the  attacks 
of  an  aCtive  and  vigilant  enemy. 

In  one  indance  the  revengeful 
and  malignant  feelings  of  the  re¬ 
publicans  were  unexpectedly  and 
highly  gratified,  by  the  capture  of 
an  Englidi  officer,  whofe  general 
zeal,  intrepidity,  and  fpirit  of  en- 
terprize,  but  particularly  his  dif- 
play  of  thofe  qualities  at  Toulon, 
had  rendered  him  an  object  of  ter¬ 
ror  and  deteftation.  This  officer 
was  Sir  Sidney  Smith.  Having 
gone,  with  a  detachment  from  his 
crew,  on  board  of  a -veffel,  which 


in  the  mouth  of  the  Seine,  ^ 
the  retiring  of  the  tide  pre- 
vented  him  from  getting  out  to 
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fea,  and  afforded  time  to  the  enemy 
to  fend  againft  him,  from  Havre, 
an  overpowering  force,  to  which 
he  was  obliged  to  furrender,  after 
a  gallant  refinance.  He  was  im¬ 
mediately  fent  to  Paris,  thrown 
info  the  temple,  threatened  with 
death  as  an  incendiary,  and  treated 
with  a  degree  ofrigour  and  infolence, 
which  at  once  attefted  his  merit, 
and  the  bafenefs  and  cruelty  of  the 
Direftorial  government. 

One  folitary  achievement,  if  n- 
deed  it  may  be  called  by  that  name, 
was  all  that  the  French  navy  could 
boaft  of  during  the  year  ;  and  for 
this  it  was  indebted  to  good  for- 
tune,  and  the  utter  want  of  defen- 
five  means  at  the  points  which 
were  the  objeCls  of  attack.  The 
fquadron  of  Admiral  Richery,  con¬ 
futing  of  feven  fail  of  the  line,  had, 
together  with  the  prizes  made  by  it 
the  preceding  year  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  been  for  feveral  months 
elofely  ftiut  up  in  the  harbour  of 
Cadiz  by  the  Britifh  fleet.  At 
length,  under  the  protection  of  two 
Spanifli  fquadrons,  and 

while  the  Britiih  fleet  was 
2  7 

' *  abfent,  it  ventured  to  quit 
the  friendly  place  of  refuge  which 
had  laved  it  from  a  compulfory  vi- 
fit  to  an  Englifh  port.  When  it 
feparated  from  its  efcort,  it  made 
fail  for  America,  and  reached  New¬ 
foundland  on  the  firfl  of  September. 
There  it  captured  a  confiderable 
number  ofveffels,  ravaged  thofe  fi(h- 
ing  eftabliihments  which  were  not 
guarded  by  a  military  force,  and  de- 
itroyed  warehoufes,  merchandize, 
and  other  property,  to  a  large 
amount.  Two  men  of  war  and  a 
frigate  detached  from  it,  likewife 
did  fome  mifchief  on  the  Labrador 
coaft.  After  this  exploit  it  fleered 
tor  Prance,  without  attempting  any 


thing  further,  and  was  fortunate 
enough  to  arrive  in  fafety  at  Roch- 
fort,  on  the  fifth  of  November. 

We  muft  now  take  a  view  of 
thofe  proceedings  in  which  the  mi¬ 
litary  as  well  as  the  naval  force  of 
Great  Britain  had  a  (hare,  and,  in 
doing  this,  our  attention  will  be 
firfl  turned  to  thofe  events  which 
occurred  in  the  Mediterranean  fea. 
In  that  quarter  the  fcale  had,  un¬ 
fortunately,  an  indifputable  pre¬ 
ponderance  on  the  fide  of  the  repub¬ 
licans. 

As  foon  as  the  viceroy  of  Cor- 
fica  was  apprized  of  the  feizure  of 
Leghorn  by  the  French,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  anticipate  th^m  in  the 
plan,  which  he  had  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  they  had  formed,  of  obtaining 
poffeffion  of  the  fortrefs  of  Porto 
Ferrajo,  in  the  ifland  of  Elba.  A 
body  of  troops,  under  the  command 
of  Major  Duncan,  convoved  bv  a 
fquadron  under  Commodore  Nel- 
fon,  was  accordingly  dispatched 
from  Buftia.  On  the  arri-  T  1 
val  of  this  force  before  the 
place,  the  two  Britiih  offi-  10* 
cers  fummoned  the  governor  to  de¬ 
liver  the  town  and  torts  into  their 
power,  to  be  held  till  the  conclu- 
ficn  of  a  peace,  or  till  all  apprehen- 
fions  of  danger  were  at  an  end  from 
the  French.  At  the  fame  time  they 
prepared  to  Form  the  town  by  fea 
and  land,  in  cafe  of  a  negative  re¬ 
ply  being  given.  The  governor, 
however,  accepted  the  terms  with¬ 
out  hefitation,  and  the  town  and 
forts  were,  in  coniequence,  peacea¬ 
bly  occupied  by  the  Englifn  troops. 

Corfica  itfelf  did  not  long  remain 
under  the  Britiih  dominion.  The 
Corficans,  inconftant  and  turbulent 
in  their  difpofitions,  and  impatient 
of  controul,  foon  became  anxious  to 
throw  off  that  allegiance  which  they 
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fiad  lately  fworn.  Their  difafrec- 
tion  was  carefully  fomented  by 
French  emiffaries,  who,  in  fpite  of 
the  vigilance  of  the  government, 
found  means  to  enter  the  ifland. 
The  brilliant  fuccefies  of  General 
Buonaparte,  their  countryman,  con¬ 
tributed  alfb,  in  no  fmall  degree, 
to  inflame  their  pride,  and  to  in¬ 
duce  a  portion  of  them  to  be  de  (ir¬ 
ons  of  breaking  off  their  connec¬ 
tion  with  England,  and  placing 
tliemfelves  under  the  fway  of  re¬ 
publican  France.  Independence, 
however,  was  mod  probably  at  this 
epoch  the  general  wifh. 

From  the  evidence  afforded  by 
an  addrefs  of  General  Paoli  to  his 
countrymen,  it  feems,  indeed,  that 
fame  ground  for  complaint  had  been 
given  to  the  Corficans,  by  the 
enactment  of  laws  and  regulations 
tinfuited  to  their  manners  and  cir- 
cumftances,  and,  flill  more,  by  the 
mifeondud  of  individuals,  who 
were  employed  in  fubordinate  na¬ 
tions  under  theBritifh  government. 
As -he  poffeffion  of  power  generally 
converts  men  of  weak  minds  into 
tyrants,,  it  is  probable  that  thefe  in¬ 
dividuals  aded  in  the  exercife  of 
their  fundions  with  a  haaghtinefs 
:rd  rigour  which  could  ill  be  borne 
by  people,  like  the  Corficans,  little 
accudomed  to  yield  implicit  obedi¬ 
ence  to  fuperior  authority. 

Nothing  official  has  been  pub- 
Hfned  with  refped  to  thofe  events 
which  took  place  in  Corfica  ;  nor 
lias  the  communieativenefs  of  pri¬ 
vate  perfons  made  up.  for  the  filence 
of  the  government.  It  appears, 
however,  that  at  leafl  as  early  as 
the  middle  of  1795,  a  rebellious 
fpirit  was  manifested  by  the  Corfi- 
cars,  who,  in  many  places,  had  al¬ 
ready  gone  to  fuch  lengths,  that, 
sot  fausfied  with  refuling  to  pay 


the  taxes,  which  their  parliament 
had  voted,  they  burned  the  public 
magazines,  and  menaced  the  lives 
and  properties  of  their  loyal  fellow- 
citizens,  if  they  refufed  to  join  in 
ads  of  outrage  and  vio¬ 
lence.  On  this  occafion 
the  viceroy  iffued  a  mild  1 '95* 
and  conciliatory  proclamation,  in 
the  hope  of  inducing  the  malecon- 
tents  to  return  to  their  duty. 

At  this  period,  notwithflanding 
his  fervices,  and  his  eharader,  Ge¬ 
neral  Paoli  himfelf  was  regarded  by 
the  government  with  a  fufpicious 
eye.  Calumny,  for  calumny  it  un¬ 
doubtedly  was,  did  not  fcruple  to 
charge  him  with  being  one  of  the 
principal  authors  of  the  feditious 
proceedings  which  had  occurred. 
This  charge  was,  perhaps,  ground¬ 
ed  on  the  ftrong  alfedion  which 
was  manifefted  for  him.  by  even 
many  of  the  difaffeded  Corficans. 
So  deeply  had  the  prejudice 
againft  him  taken  root  in  the 
breads  of  the  ruling  powers,  that 
he  deemed  it  neceffary  to  publiffi 
that  addrefs,  which  we  have 
mentioned,  to  vindicate  his  own 
condud,  and  exhort  his  fellow- 
citizens  to  refped  the  laws,j 
and  to  preferve  their  fidelity  to 
the  fovereign  whom  they  had  freely 
chofen.  This  addrefs  was  written 
with  a  fpirit  of  loyalty,  candoui 
and  moderation,  which  was  honour¬ 
able  to  its  author.  Whether  he 
received  an  intimation  that  Ilia 
abfence  would  be  conducive  to  the 
public  tranquillity,  or  whether,  at 
he  naturally  might  be,  he  was  defir- 
ous  to  quit  the  feene  of  difeord, 
we  know  not,  but  he  fhortly  after 
bade  a  final  adieu  to  his  na- 
tive  ifland.  He  retired  firft  * 
to  Leghorn,  and  thence  to 
England;  in  which  latter  country 
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he  pafled  the  remainder  of  his 
days. 

If  his  departure  were  required 
by  the  viceroy,  it  certainly  did  not 
anfwer  its  intended  purpofe.  Dif- 
affe&ion  fpread  conftantiy  wider, 
and  acquired  additional  boldnefs. 
The  clofing  months  of  1795,  and 
the  greateft  part  of  the  fucceeding 
year,  feem  to  have  been  fpent  in 
conftant  hoidllities  between  the 
troops  and  the  revolted  Corficans. 
A  committee  of  rebel 'fugitives  from 
the  ifland,  fat  at  Leghorn,  after  the 
capture  of  that  city  by  the  French, 
and  kept  up  an  in  cedant  corref- 
pondence  with  their  countrymen  in 
arms,-  to  whom  they  promifed  the 
fpeedy  arrival  of  effediual  fuccours. 
The  Bririfh  minidry  at  length  grew 
weary  of  a  poffeifion  which  occa- 
ficned  infinite  expence  and  trouble, 
and  was  confidered  as  productive  of 
little  advantage.  An  order 
f  was  fent  to  the  viceroy,  to 
I79J*  evacuate  the  ifland.  This 
order  was  carried  into  execution 
about  the  middle  of  Odtober,  and, 
if  the  accounts  publifhed  by  the 
enemy  may  be  credited,  was  exe¬ 
cuted  with  a  blind  hade,  and  with 
a  want  of  caution,  which  were  ex¬ 
ceedingly  difgraceful  to  all  the  per- 
fons  concerned.  It  is  faid  that  a 
large  part  of  the  troops  in  garrifon 
at  JBaftia  and  other  places  were 
made  prifoners,  and  that  feveral 
magazines  and  pieces  of  artillery 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Corficans, 
and  of  a  fmall  republican  divifion 
which  had  landed  from  Leghorn. 
No  obvious  reafon  appears  to  have 
exifted  for  this  precipitate  and 
lhameful  flight  before  an  undifeu 
plined  enemy.  It  may  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  too,  whether  the  government 
displayed  an  enlightened  policy  in 
its  final  meafures,  and  whether 
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feme  arrangement  might  not  have 
been  made,  which,  leaving  the 
Corficans  irdependent,  would  have 
fecured  to  Great  Britain  nearly  all 
the  benefits  arifing  from  fove. 
reignty,  while  at  the  fame  time  it 
exonerated  her  from  all  the  conco¬ 
mitant  burthens  and  duties  which 
are  impofed  upon  Hates,  by  the  pof- 
feffion  of  fove  reign  authority. 

In  the  weflern  hemifphere  the 
lodes  of  the  preceding  year  were  in 
fome  meafure  compenfated  for,  by 
the  conquefls  of  the  prefen t.  Anxi¬ 
ous  to  retrieve  the  reputation  of  the 
Britifh  arms  in  that  quarter,  the 
minifters,  in  the  fummer  of 
refolved  to  fend  to  the  Weft  Indies 
an  expedition,  formidable  enough  to 
ftrike  a  decifive  blow  againft  the 
republican  colonies.  For  this  fer- 
vice,  twenty-feven  thoufand  men, 
to  be  divided  into  two  bodies,  the 
one  fifteen  the  other  twelve  thou- 
fand  ftrong,  were  originally  defi- 
tined.  This  number  was,  however, 
very  greatly  diminifhed,  by  fnbfe- 
quent  events.  A  part  of  the  force 
was  intended  to  fail  from  England, 
and  the  remainder  from  Ireland. 
The  command  in  chief  was  confer¬ 
red  on  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie, 
from  whofe  known  talents  the  hap- 
pieft  rcfult  was  expe&ed. 

The  fummer,  and  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  autumn,  palled  away, 
in  the  neceffary  preparations  for  am 
enterprize  of  fuch  magnitude.  On 
the  fifteenth  of  November,  Admi¬ 
ral  Chriftian  departed  from  Spit- 
head,  with  a  convoy  of  tranfport 
and  other  veffels,  confifting  of  more 
than  two  hundred  fail.  He  had, 
however,  proceeded  but  a  fmall 
diftance,  down  the  channel,  when 
he  was  affailed  by  a  dreadful  tem- 
peft,  which  fcattered  the  fhips,  and 
drove  feveral  of  them  on  the  Dor- 
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fetfhire  coaft,  which  prcfentcd  a 
horrible  fpedfacle;  it  being,  for  a 
great  extent,  covered  with  wrecks 
and  mangled  corpfes.  The  whole  of 
the  convoy  was  under  the  neceffity 
of  returning  to  Spithead.  Early  in 
December,  it  once  more  got  under 
weigh  ;  but  its  misfortunes  were 
not  yet  at  an  end.  Heavy  gales  a 
fecond  time  arofe,  much  damage 
was  fuftained,  and  many  of  the 
tranfpons  were  compelled  to  take 
flicker  in  theneareft  port.  Admi¬ 
ral  Chriftian,  neverihelefs,  perfifted 
in  keeping  the  fca,  and,  by  dint  of 
patience  and  feamanfhip,  had  made 
fame  prog  refs,  when  another  ftorm 
came  on,  and  compelled  him  to  lfeer 
for  England,  after  having  for  above 
fifty  days  contended  with  the  hof- 
tile  elements.  The  convoy  from 
Cork  was  not  more  happy.  It  alfo 
was  driven  back  to  the  port  from, 
which  it  had  failed.  Fortunately, 
a  few  of  the  tranfports,  belonging 
to  Admiral  Chriftian’s  convoy, 
weathered  the  fury  of  the  hurri¬ 
cane,  and  made  good  their  pa  flag  e 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  with  a  welcome 
reinforcement  of  eighteen  hundred 
pr  two  thoufand  men.  At  length, 
in  the  latter  end  of  February,  and 
the  beginning  of  March,  the  fleet, 
in  three  feparate  divisions,  finally 
quitted  the  Britifh  and  Irifh  fhores, 
and  arrived  at  its  deftination,  early 
in  April,  without  having  fuftained 
any  further  difafters,  either  from 
the  rage  of  the  elements,  or  the 
cruizers  of  the  republicans. 

Previoufly  to  his  commencing 
operations  againft  the  \Veft  India 
iflands,  General  Abercrombie  dif_ 
patched  a  bod}  of  troops  to  reduce 
the  Dutch  colonies  of  Demerary 
and  Berbice.  This  force  confifted 
of  twelve  hundred  men,  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Whyte, 


efeorted  hy  four  frigates*  The' 
Dutch  governors  having  no  ade¬ 
quate  means  of  defence,  they  im¬ 
mediately  accepted  the  very  fa¬ 
vourable  terms  which  were  offeree! 
them,  and  Demerary  was  accord¬ 
ingly  taken  poffeffion  of,  on  the 
twenty -fecond  of  April,  and  Ber- 
bi’ce  on  the  fecond  of  May. 

1  he  recovery  of  Saint  Lucia  was 
the  fir  ft  object  to  which  the  Britifh 
commander  in  chief  directed  his  at¬ 
tention  in  the  Weft  India  iflands. 
The  reconquer!  of  that  ifland  was 
not  accomplifned  without  great 
difficulty,  and  no  lnconftderable 
lofs.  The  troops  failed  from  Maria 
Bay,  in  Martinico,  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  twenty-fixth  of  April, 
and  reached  the  place  of  their  defti¬ 
nation  on  the  fame  evening.  It 
was  the  intention  of  the  general 
that  the  troops  fhould  effect  a  land¬ 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  in  three  di- 
vilions,  in  Longueville  Bay,  Choc 
Bay,  and  Ance  la  Raye,  for  the 
purpofe  of  completely  inverting  the 
lofty  hill  of  Morne  Fortune,  which 
the  republicans, by  numerous  works, < 
had  placed  in  a  formidable  ftate  of 
defence. 

The  firft  divifion,  confiding  of* 
feventeen  hundred  men,  led  by 
Major  General  Campbell,  was  im¬ 
mediately  difembarked  in  Longue¬ 
ville  Bay.  On  the  enfuing  morn¬ 
ing,  the  fecond  divifton  was  landed 
in  Choc  Bay,  where  it  was  joined 
by  the  firft.  As  the  Britifh  troops 
moved  onward,  about  five  hundred 
of  the  enemy  retired  from  Angler’s 
plantation  to  Morne  Chabot,  one 
of  the  ftrongeft  ports  in  the  vicinity 
of  Morne  Fortune,  and  without  the 
poffeffion  of  which  the  latter  could 
not  be  blockaded  on  the  fide  of  the 
north.  To  keep  up  a  Arid 
blockade  was  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance, 
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portance,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
efcape  of  the  republicans  into  the 
woods  and  faftnefifes  of  the  inte¬ 
rior,  where  they  might  have  pro- 
traded  the  war,  and  rendered  it 
ha  raffing  and  bloody  to  their  a  hail - 
|a.nts.  For  the  redudion,  there¬ 
fore,  of  this  important  pod,  two 
columns,  under  Brigadier  Generals 
Moore  and  Hope,  were  dif- 
patched  at  midnight,  by 
27*  different  roads.  The  pur- 
pofe  of  this  combined  movement 
was  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy,  to  Morne  Fortune,  by 
attacking  them  on  oppofite  quar¬ 
ters.  As  far,  however,  as  related 
to  the  capture  of  the  enemy,  the 
plan  was  fruftrated  by  a  miscalcu¬ 
lation  of  time,  arifing  from  errone¬ 
ous  information  given  by  the 
guides.  Through  this  miscalculation, 
the  column  led  by  Brigadier  Gene¬ 
ral  Moore  fell  in  with  the  republican 
piquet  an  hour  and  a  half  fooner 
than  it  was  expeded  to  do.  The 
narrownefs  of  the  path,  along 
which  the  troops  were  obliged  to 
proceed  in  fmgle  files,  made  it  im- 
poffible  to  halt  them;  and  the  bri¬ 
gadier,  therefore,  as  his  approach 
was  difeovered,  determined  to  rifk 
an  attack,  without  waiting  for  the 
co-operation  of  the  other  column. 
This  fpirited  determination  of  their 
leader  was  effedually  feconded  by 
the  valour  of  his  foldiers.  After  a 
hard  conteft,  the  defenders  of  the 
Morne  were  driven  from  it,  with 
confiderable  lofs.  Morne  Duchaf- 
faux,  in  the  rear  of  Morne  Fortune, 
was  likewife  occupied  by  the  Bri- 
tifti,  on  the  following  day. 

In  confequence  of  the  fhips  fall¬ 
ing  to  leeward,  the  third  divifion 
could  not  for  fome  days  complete 
its  difembarkation  at  Ance  la 
Kaye.  As  foon,  however,  as  it 


was  put  on  fhore,  it  took  up  a  por¬ 
tion  to  complete  the  inveflment  of 
Morne  Fortune,  by  fecuring  the 
paffes  to  it  on  the  fou them  fide. 

To  open  the  bay  of  the  Grand 
Cul  de  Sac  for  the  fhips  of  war, 
and  thus  facilitate  the  landing  of 
artillery  and  other  neceffaries,  the 
general  refolved  to  drive  the 
enemy  from  the  batteries  which 
they  had  eroded  on  the  bafe  of  the 
mountain  of  Morne  Fortune,  for 
the  purpofe  of  commanding  the 
harbour.  Major  General  Morf- 
head  having  been  taken  ill,  the 
carrying  of  this  fer vice  into  exe¬ 
cution  devolved  upon  Brigadier 
General  Perry n.  The  divifion 
under  his  orders  was  to  crofs  the 
river  of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  in 
two  columns ;  the  right  at  Cools, 
and  the  lef?  at  the  point  where  the 
river  difeharges  itfdf  into  the  bay. 
To  fecond  this  force.  Brigadier 
General  Hope  v/as  to  move,  on  the 
night  of  the  fecond  of  May,  from 
the  fide  of  Morne  Chabot,  with 
three  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  the 
42d  regiment,  the  light  company 
of  the  57th,  and  a  part  of  Mal¬ 
colm’s  corps ;  the  whole  fupported 
by  the  55th  regiment,  which  v/as 
polled  at  Ferrand’s.  A  part  of  the 
fquadron  was  likewife  to  co-ope¬ 
rate  by  a  cannonade  upon  the  ene¬ 
my’s  works. 


The  attack  was  begun 
at  dawn  of  day.  The  bat- 
tery  Seche,  within  a  fnort  3* 
defiance  of  the  entrenchments  of 
the  Morne,  was  carried,  with  a 
lofs  trifling  in  numbers,  but  ren¬ 
dered  heavy  by  rhe  fall  of  the  gal¬ 
lant  Lieutenant  Colonel  Malcolm. 
At  the  fame  time.  Colonel  Riddel, 
who  led  the  column  on  the  left, 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  battery 
of  Ch^puis.-  So  far  every  thing 


was 


* 
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was  propitious.  From  fome  unex¬ 
pected  difficulty,  however,  the  co- 
Iunu  on  the  right  did  not  perform 
its  part,  by  croffing  the  river  at 
Cools,  and  the  other  divifions  were 
in  confequence  left  infulated,  and 
expofed  ro  imminent  danger.  The 
victorious  troops  were,  therefore, 
under  the  hard  neceffity  of  relin¬ 
quishing  tho.fe  advantages  which 
they  had  gained,  and  retiring  to 
their  former  fiat ions.  This  check 
coO  the  Britifh  one  hundred  and  five 
men  ;  a  very  fmall  portion  of  whom 
were  reckoned  among  the  flain. 

To  fhorten  the  line  of  attack, 
and  cover  the  right  flank  of  the 
army,  the  general  deemed  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  obtain  pofleffion  of  the  Vi- 
gie ;  where  the  enemy  had  appa- 
jyj  rently  bur  a  (lender  force. 

^  On  the  night  eft  the  feven- 
' *  teenth,  therefore,  the  31ft 
regiment  was  difpatched  to  per¬ 
form  this  fervice.  The  firft  bat¬ 
tery,  of  three  eighteen  pounders, 
was  carried  with  little  oppofition 
from  the  republicans,  and  the  guns 
were  fpiked  and  thrown  over  the 
precipice.  A  large  gun  and  a  field 
piece  ft  ill  continued  their  fire  from 
the  fummit  qf  the  hill.  Againft 
thefe  the  Britifh  troops  advanced  ; 
but  at  this  moment  their  guide  was 
wounded,  and  they  were  confe- 
quently  unable  to  difeover  the  pro¬ 
per  path  to  the  fpot  where  the  guns 
were  polled.  In  this  fituation  of 
the  troops,  the  grape  fhot  from  the 
enemy’s  pieces  madefuch  a  daugh¬ 
ter  among  them,  that  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Hay  was  compelled  to  or¬ 
der  a  retreat ;  which,  however, 
was  not  accomplifhed  without  the 
lofs  of  nearly  two  hundred  men. 

Thefe  checks,  neverthelefs, vexa¬ 
tious  as  they  were,  did  not  retard 
the  principal  operations  againft  the 


energy’s  main  pofitionon  theMorrre 
Fortune.  In  fpire  of  the  difficulties 
arifing  from  the  ruggednefs  of  the 
country,  the  utter  want  of  carri¬ 
ages  and  the  fcarcity  of  horfes,  the 
neceffity  of  opening  roads,  and  the 
length  of  the  line  of  inveftment, 
which  extended  ten  miles,  the 
works  againft  the  Morne  were  car¬ 
ried  on  with  unabating  vigour.  ri  he 
chief  attack  was  direfted,  by  the 
ridge  of  Duchafleaux,  againft  the 
north  fide  of  the  enemy’s  entrench¬ 
ments.  On  the  fixteenth,  the  firft 
parallel  was  completed,  and  a  fire 
was  opened  from  eighteen  pieces  of 
ordnance.  In  a  week’s  time  every 
thing  was  ready  to  attempt  mak¬ 
ing  a  lodgment  for  the  third  pa¬ 
rallel.  Led  by  Brigadier  General 
Moore,  the  twenty-feventh  regi¬ 
ment  attacked  the  republican  ad¬ 
vanced  pofts,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-fourth,  and  lodged  itfelf 
on  two  points  ;  the  neareft  of  which 
to  the  fort  was  not  diftant  from.it 
more  than  five  hundred  yards. 
The  enemy  made  a  vigorous  effort 
to  recover  his  ground,  but  was 
twice  repulfed,  with  confiderable 
lofs ;  andj  before  night,  the  troops 
were  completely  covered,  the  com¬ 
munications  were  eftablifhed,  and 
two  batteries,  each  for  eight  pieces 
of  artillery,  were  begun. 

There  being  nothing  to  hope, 
and  much  to  fear,  from  a  further 
refiftance,  the  governor,  on  the 
fame  evening,  defired  a  lufpenfion 
of  arms.  A  capitulation,  for  the 
whole  ifland,  was  the  refult 
of  the  conferences.  The  ^ 
garrifon,  to  the  number  of 
two  thoufand  men,  became  prifoners 
of  war  ;  and  a  large  quantity  of am¬ 
munition  and  artillery,  with  ten 
veflels  of  various  fizes,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  conquerors. 

The 
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The  conqueft  of  St.  Lucia  being 
th  us  achieved.  Sir  Ralph  Aber¬ 
crombie  committed  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  colony  to  Brigadier 
General  Moore,  and  prepared  for 
the  recovery  of  St.  Vincents  and 
Grenada.  Some  days  were  occu¬ 
pied  in  embarking  the  troops  and 
artillery.  The  whole,  however, 
was  ready  by  the  third  of  June. 
The  divilion  which  was  defigned 
for  St.  Vincents  was  directed  to 
rendezvous  in  Kingfton  Bay,  and 
that  for  Grenada  was  ordered  to  do 
the  fame  at  Cariacou,  one  of  the 
Grenadines ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  Major  General  Nicholls  met 
the  commander  in  chief,  at  Caria- 
con,  to  arrange  the  plan  of  opera¬ 
tions  for  Grenada. 

The  republicans  had,  at  an  early 
period  of  the  year,  gained  fome  ad¬ 
vantages  in  both  of  thofe  i Hands. 
In  St.  Vincents,  they  attacked 
before  break  of  day,  on  the  eighth 
of  January,  the  camp  commanded 
by  Brigadier  General  Stewart,  and 
compelled  the  BritiCh  to  retire,  with 
the  ferious  lofs  of  three  hundred 
and  fixty  .  three  men,  killed,  wound¬ 
ed  and  miffing.  This  was  follow¬ 
ed  up  by  an  aflault,  which  lafted 
from  morning  till  nighr,  on  the  poft 
at  Millar’s  ridge.  In  this,  how¬ 
ever,  they  were  repulfed,  though 
not  without  our  troops  having  con- 
fiderably  fufFered  in  the  conteft. 

In  Grenada,  they  obliged  Major 
Wright  to  abandon,  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  February,  the  pofition  of 
Pilot  Hill,  and  retreat  to  Sauteur. 
Bur  their  progrefs  in  that  colony 
was  quickly  flopped  by  the  bra- 
ver, y  of  a  fmall  reinforcement, 
which  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  dif. 
patched,  immediately  on  his  arrival 
in  the  Weft  Indies.  This  rein¬ 
forcement,  led  by  Brigadier  Gene- 
Vol.  XXXVIII. 


ral  Nicholls,  carried  by  aflault, 
after  a  long  and  arduous  . 
confiidf,  the  formidable  po- /  arc 
fition  held  at  Port  Royal  2^* 
by  a  parr  of  the  enemy,  and  cut  to 
pieces  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
troops  by  which  it  was  defended. 
The  evacuation  of  Pilot  Hill  by 
the  republicans  was  the  immediate 
confequenre  of  this  Spirited  a&ion. 
Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs  in 
Grenada  and  Sc.  Vincents,  when 
the  furrender  of  St.  Lucia  left  the 
Britifh  general  at  liberty  to  turn 
his  attention  to  thofe  quarters. 

1  he  fate  of  the  two  iflands  was 
now  fpeedily  decided.  The  troops, 
which  were  commanded  by  Sir 
Ralph  Abercrombie  in  period,  dif- 
embarked  in  St.  Vincents,  on  the 
evening  of  the  eighth,  and,  on  'the 
evening  of  the  enfuing  day,  tihey 
arrived  in  front  of  their  refpedive 
points  of  attack.  On  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning  they  fucceeded  in 
turning  the  flank  of  the  enemy, 
again!!  whole  works  they  opened, 
within  fix  hundred  yards,  a  battery 
of  fix  pieces  of  cannon.  In  fpite, 
however,  of  a  formidable  fire,  the 
enemy  maintained  themfelves,  for 
feveral  hours,  in  their  poft  of  the 
Old  Vigie.  The  general  at  length 
ordered  an  aflault  to  be  made  on  the 
whole  of  their  works.  It  was  exe¬ 


cuted  with  fuch  bravery,  by  a  part 
of  the  42d  regiment,  the  Buffs,  and 
the  York  Rangers,  that  the  repub¬ 
licans  were  driven  from  three  re¬ 
doubts,  and  forced  to  fall  back  on 
the  New  Vigie,  which  was  their 
principal  poll.  As  their  j 
retreat  was  completely  cut 
off,  they  defired  to  capitu¬ 
late,  and  accordingly,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  feven  hundred  men,  laid 
down  their  arms,  as  prifoners  of 


war. 
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The  deliverance  of  Grenada  from 
the  ravages  of  the  enemy  was  ef¬ 
fected  with  nearly  equal  prompti¬ 
tude*  On  the  landing  of  the  divi¬ 
sion  under  Major  General  Nicholls, 
Captain  Joffey,  who  headed  the 
republican  troops,  being  convinced 
that  it  would  be  madnefs  to  refid, 
immediately  Surrendered,  with  that 
part  of  the  force  which  he  com¬ 
manded.  Fedon,  the  mulatto 
chief,  whofe  barbarous  conduft  had 
deprived  him  of  all  hope  of  mercy, 
determined  dill  to  holdout.  With 
about  three  hundred  men,  he  re¬ 
tired  to  the  almoft  inacceffible  polls 
of  Morne  Quaquo  and  Aches 
Camp,  in  t!  e  mountains  above 
Goyave,  where  he  fla tiered  himfelf 
that  he  Should  at  lead  be  able  to 
keep  the  British  at  bay.  In  this 
lie  was  difappointed.  General 
Nicholls  made  Such  a  mafterly  dif- 
polition  of  his  troops,  and  was  fo 
well  Seconded  by  their  courage, 

T  that,  on  the  morning  of 

J  the  nineteenth,  he  gained 

*9*  poffefiion  of  the  whole  of 
the  enemy’s  pods.  A  part  of 
the  blacks  were  flaughtered, 
and  the  remainder  driven  into 
the  woods,  where  they  were  after¬ 
wards  hunted  down  by  military  de¬ 
tachments.  At  the  moment  when 
the  ferocious  Mulatto  leader  found 
that  the  Britifh  were  on  the  point 
of  forcing  his  pofuion,  he  ordered 
all  his  white  prifoners  to  be  mur¬ 
dered.  Thefe  unfortunate  viClims 
were  accordingly  dripped,  had 
their  hands  tied  behind  them,  and 
were  then  put  to  death.  Fedon 
himfelf  is  Said  to  have  efcaped  into 
the  woods,  at  the  clofe  of  the  con- 
ted  ;  and  we  arc  left  entirely  in  the 
dark  as  to  his  fubfequent  fate*  It 
is  mod  probable,  however,  that  he 


perifhed,  either  by  famine,  or  by 
the  fword  of  Some  of  his  numerous 
purfuers. 

The  colony  of  Sf.  Domingo  of¬ 
fered,  during  this  year,  nothing  to 
the  fight  of  a  Britifh  obferver, 
which  could  be  conddered  as  afford¬ 
ing  even  a  feeble  compenfation  for 
the  great  expence  of  blood  and 
treafure  which  its  precarious  reten¬ 
tion  occafioned.  Without  the  hope 
of  gaining  by  Splendid  exploits  any 
of  thofe  laurels,  the  hope  of  which 
animates  the  foldier  in  common 
wars,  our  troops  had  to  encounter 
not  only  the  fword  of  a  ha  raffing 
though  degraded  enemy,  but  like- 
wife  a  climate  far  more  dedruftive 
than  the  fword.  At  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  year,  the  Britifh  and 
colonial  forces  were  much  too  weak 
to  make  head  againd  the  numbers 
oppofed  to  them.  Major  General 
Forbes,  however,  the  fucceffor  of 
General  Williamfon,did  every  thing 
which  lay  in  his  power  to  frudrate 
the  plans  of  the  enemy,  and  maintain 
his  ground  till  the  arrival  of  effec¬ 
tual  Succours.  He  drengthened  the 
frontier  line  from  Guide  Sac  to  St. 
Marc,  eftabliihed  pods  at  Miraba- 
lais  and  Banica,  to  keep  open  the 
communication  with  the  Spanifh 
part  ofSt.  Domingo,  and  took  eight 
or  nine  hundred  of  the  Spaniards 
into'Fngbfh  pay. 

The  drd  operation  undertaken 
againd  the  enemy  was  nnfuccefsful. 
It  was  direffed  againd  Leogane,  of 
which  the  republicans,  after  our 
abandoning  it  in  the  preceding  year, 
had  taken  poll  e  hi  on.  They  had  en- 
ciofed  the  town  with  a  deep  pali- 
faded  ditch,  and  Some  works;  and 
had  likewife  drengthened  the  fort 
at  the  entrance  of  the  h  rbour. 
To  reduce  this  place  a  body  of  Bri- 
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tifli  and  colonial  troops  was  em. 
? »  ,  barked  at  Port  au  Prince, 

*  ^arC  on  board  the  fq uadron  of 
Admiral  Parker,  and  was 
landed,  on  the  rwenty-firft,  in  two 
divifions,  to  the  eaftward  and  weft- 
ward  of  the  town.  It  being  the 
intention  of  the  general  to  carry 
the  place  by  a  {fault,  the  expedition 
was  not  accompanied  by  any  heavy 
cannon.  The  alfailants  foon  found 
that  they  had  mifcalculatcd  the 
ftrength  of  their  antagonifts.  The 
former  having  erefted  a  battery,  of 
a  few  pieces  of  light  artillery,  in¬ 
tended  to  cover  the  troops,  who 
were  to  be  employed  in  filling  the 
ditch  preparatory  to  the  aftault, 
the  republicans  brought  their  heavy 
artillery  tobeir  upon  it  in  flank  with 
fuch  effed,  that  the  Britifli  were 
compelled  to  abandon  it,  with  the 
lofs  of  two  fix. pounders,  and  feve- 
ral  men.  A  fpiritcd  fire  was  kept 
up  from  the  fquadron,  but  without 
being  of  any  utility.  Finding  that 
by  his  fcanty  numbers  no  impreflion 
could  be  made  upon  the  place,  the 
general  relinquilhed  the  enterprife, 
and  returned  to  Port  au  Prince. 

In  May,  about  feven  thoufand 
troops,  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier  General  Howe,  arrived 
at  Mole  St.  Nicholas.  This  rein¬ 
forcement,  formidable  in  appear¬ 
ance,  was  formidable  in  appear¬ 
ance  only.  Had  the  troops 
been  healthy  and  fit  for  a&ion, 
they  would,  perhaps,  have  been 
fufficiently  numerous  to  complete 
the  conqueft  of  the  colony.  But 
they  were  far  otherwile.  Nearly 
fix  months  had  elapfed  frnce  they 
were  firft  embarked.  They  were 
now  difeafed  and  worn  down,  by 
the  length  of  time'  which  they 
had  been  cooped  up  in  tranfports, 
And  t  e  fufferings  and  difafted 
which  they  had  encounterers. 
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The  period,  too,  was  inaufpicL 
ous  for  their  commencing  a&ive 
fervice  ;  as  the  proper  feafon  for 
a  campaign  in  St.  Domingo  is 
from  November  to  April  inclufive; 
and  May  and  June  are  confidereci 
as  the  moft  unhealthy  months  for 
military  operations.  Nor  was  the 
place  at  which  they  arrived,  at  all 
calculated  to  repair  their  {battered 
ftrength.  As  if,  however,  all  this 
were  not  enough  to  accomplifh 
their  deft ru& ion,  they  were  de¬ 
tained,  for  feveral  weeks,  on  board 
the  tranfports,  in  the  harbour  of  the 
Mole.  The  natural  confequence 
was  a  mortality,  fo  dreadful  and  fo 
rapid,  that  it  left  but  little  to  be 
done  by  the  fword  of  the  enemy. 

The  reduction  of  the  parifh  of 
Bombarde  was  the  firft  enterprife 
undertaken  by  the  Britifh  General, 
after  the  arrival  of  the  reinforce¬ 
ments.  This  fettlement,  which 
was  begun  about  the  year  1763  by 
fome  German  colonifts,  is  fttuated 
fifteen  miles  from  the  Mole,  and 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  rocky  and 
barren  mountains  which  furround 
that  place.  The  air  of  it  is  re¬ 
markably  wholefome,  and  it 
abounds  in  vegetables  and  frefl* 
prorifions,  the  want  of  which  was 
ieverely  felt  by  the  Britifh,  who 
could  obtain  them  only  from 
Jamaica,  and  that  at  prices 
which  few  perfons  could  afford  to 
give.  To  obtain  pofleflion  of 
Bombarde  being,  therefore,  of 
great  importance,  a  confiderable 
force,  commanded  by  General 
Forbes  himfelf,  was  put  in  motion 
from  the  Mole.  The  troops  were 
affembled  at  three  in  the  T 
morning,  but,  through  ^ne 
fome  unaccountable  blun- 
der  or  negleft,  they  did  not  be^ 
gin  their  march  till  eleven,  when 
[B'b  2]  *  *  the 
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the  heat  of  the  fun  was  become 
nearly  infupportable.  Every  ob- 
ftacle  had  like  wife  been  thrown  in 
their  way  by  the  enemy.  The 
only  road  fit  for  cannon  was  bro¬ 
ken  up  in  fome  places,  and  filled 
with  abbaris,  or  clofed  by  Hone 
walls  having  been  built  acrofs  it, 
in  others.  To  crown  the  whole 
not  a  drop  of  water  could  be  pro¬ 
cured.  Many  of  the  foldiers 
perifhed,  of  third  and  fatigue, 
during  this  dreadful  march.  At 
length  the  troops  reached  the  fort 
of  Bombarde,  the  garrifon  of  which 
immediately  furrendered,  on  condi¬ 
tion  of  being  allowed  to  retire  to  the 
neared  republicaupod.  His  pur- 
pofc  being  effected,  General  Forbes 
left  in  the  fort  the  number  of  men 
requifite  for  its  protection,  and  re¬ 
turned  with  the  remainder  of  his 
army  to  the  Mole.  This  con- 
queft,  from  which  great  benefit 
had  been  expeCted,  was,  neverthe- 
lefs,  foon  after  abandoned  ;  though 
the  reafon  for  which  it  was  aban¬ 
doned  has  never  been  made  known, 
and  would  probably  not  be  eafy  to 
difeover. 

.  From  this  time  till  the  clofe  of 
the  yesr,  the  Britilh,  far  from  ex¬ 
tending  their  conqueds,  found  fuf- 
ficent  employment  in  defending 
thofe  which  they  had  already 
made.  Every  day Teems  to  have 
.  encreafed  the  audacity,  if  noc  the 
numbers,,  of  the  enemy.  In  the 
peninfula  which  forms  the 
.  foythern  divifion  of  French  St. 
Domingo,  Rigaud,  and  his  white 
and  negro  troops,  carried  on  offen- 
five  operations,  with  much  aftivi- 
ty,  though  with  little  fkiU,  and 
ftill.lefs  fucccfs.  On  the  elesenth 
of  Auguif,  they  attacked,  in  great 
force,  the  pods  both  at  the  eaftern 
and  wefter«  extremity  of  the 


peninfula.  On  Pod  Raimond  they 
made  feveral  affaults,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  they  were  repulfed  with 
lofs  in  each,  they  continued  to  in- 
ved  the  fort,  till  the  garrifon, 
under  Lieutenant  Gilman,  Tallied 
forth,  and  completely  routed  and 
drove  them  into  the  woods,  with 
confiderable  daughter.  At  Irois,  of 
which  on  the  fame  day  they  formed 
the  dege,  they  were  equally  un¬ 
fortunate.  After  having  lain 
eighteen  days  before  the  place,  and 
repulfed  a  force  which,  under 
Major  General  Bowyer,  was  fent 
from  Jeremie  to  relieve  it,  they 
perceived  the  fruitleffnefs  of  their 
efforts,  and  therefore  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  retire. 

Port  au  Prince  itfelf,  the  chief, 
and  unfortunately  the  favourite, 
pod  of  the  Britifh,  was  ferioufly 
threatened,  and  in  a  manner  block¬ 
aded,  by  the  enemy.  Shortly 
after  the  failure  of  our  attempt 
upon  Leogane,  the  republicans  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  determined  upon 
flraitening  Port  au  Prince,  and 
opening  a  communication  with  the 
north  fide  of  the  ifland,.  through 
the  plains  of  the  Cul  de  Sac.  To 
frudrate  this  defign  General  Forbes 
was  under  the  neceflity  of  fortify¬ 
ing  the  dfong  and  lofty  moun¬ 
tain  called  Morne  Grenier,  which 
lies  about  dx  miles  from  the  town, 
and  of  occupying  alfo  Fournier 
and  other  heights,  at  a  fhorter  dif- 
tance.  The  enemy,  neverthelefs, 
did  not  relinquifh  their  defign. 
On  one  fide  they  advanced  along 
the  Tea  Ihore,  and  potted  them- 
fel  es  within  four  miles  of  the 
place ;  and,  on  the  other,  the* 
prepared  to  lay  fiege  to  Morne 
Grenier.  To  facilitate  the  reduc. 
tion  of  this  Morne,  they  feized, 
in  its  immeejiate  vicinity,  an  al 
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fnoft  infulated  ard  inacceffible 
mountain,  on  which,  by  the  con* 
ft  ant  labour  of  feverai  months, 
they  created  batteries.  To  fecure 
the  pofieffion  of  this  mountain, 
they  entrenched  two  ftrong  pofts 
on  its  flanks,  at  La  Boutelliere  and 
St.  Laurent.  It  does  not  appear 
that,  while  they  were  carrying  on 
thefe  menacing  operations,  they 
were  at  all  molefted  by  the  garri- 
fon  of  Fort  au  Prince*  This,  to* 
wards  the  clofe  of  1796,  was  the 
melancholy  ftate  of  affairs  in  the 
French  portion  of  the  colony  of 
St.  Domingo. 

In  the  Spanifh  part  of  the  ifland 
an  event  occurred,  which  is  not  un¬ 
worthy  the  notice  of  the  hiftorian. 
The  cathedral  of  r.he  city  of  San  Do¬ 
mingo  had  long  contained  the  aihes 
*f  the  illuftrious  Columbus,  which, 
together  with  the  chains  that  he 
wore  on  his  pa  Huge  to  Spain  as  a 
prifoner,  and  which  were  buried 
with  him,  had  been  originally 
transferred  there,  from  theCarthu- 
fian  convent  of  Seville.  When, 
by  the  difg raceful  treaty  of  Bade, 
the  colony  was  ceded  to  the  French, 
his  defendants  would  not  leave 
his  remains  in  ft  ranger  hands,  and 
they,  in  confequence,  ordered  the 
brafs  coffin,  which  contained  the 
whole,  to  be  .conveyed  to  the 
rlavannah.  The  ceremony  of  re- 
T.jn  moval  took  place,  with 

j  *  due  folernnity,  on  the 

nineteenth  of  January. 
Under  a  falute  of  artillery  from 
the  forts,  the  coffin  was  carried 
down  to  the  harbour  in  proceffion, 
and  put  on  board  the  veifel  which 
was  waiting  there,  to  remove  it 
to  the  capital  of  Cuba, 

In  our  laft  volume,  it  has  been 
feen,  that  the  Maroon  war,  in 
Jamaica,  was  terminated  by  a 


treaty,  wherein  General  Walpole 
promifed  that  the  revolt  of  the 
Maroons  ftiould  not  be  puniffied  by 
their  banifhment  from  the  ifland* 
This  treaty  was  happily  concluded* 
in  a  critical  moment;  the  principal 
Ma  roon  chief  having  in  cafe  his  of* 
fers  of  fubrniffion  had  been  rejected, 
defigned  to  penetrate  acrofs  th£ 
mountains,  into  the  diftridl  of 
Clarendon,  whence  the  Maroons 
orig'nally  came,  and  where,  a  de¬ 
gree  of  family  connexion  being 
ft  ill  acknowledged,  he  hoped  to 
find  in  the  flaVes  a  difpofttion  of 
mind  favourable  to  his  plans.  On 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  the 
fid!  or  January  was  fixed,  for  the 
coming  in  of  the  revolters,  and 
the  delivering  up  of  the  runaway 
negroes.  That  day,  however, 
pafled  over,  without  the  fur  render 
of  the  whole  of  the  Maroons 
having  taken  place.  It,  never- 
thelefs,  does  not  appear  that  this 
back  vardnefs  in  furrendering  is  to 
be  attributed  to  any  deft  re  of  pro¬ 
longing  the  conteft,  but  rather  to 
their  dread  that  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  would  not  be  fairly  per¬ 
formed  ;  a  dread  which  was  pro- 
babiy  heightened,  if  not  infpired, 
by  the  cireuniftance  of  their 
having,  from  the  hills,  feen  divi- 
ftons  of  their  furrendered  comrades 
marched  down  to  Montego  Bav* 
under  an  efcort  of  troops.  Con- 
fiderable  parties  continued  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  bur  it  was  not 
till  the  latter  end  of  March,  and 
after  the  Cuba  dogs  had  again 
been  put  in  motion,  that  the  laft 
of  the  revolters,  to  the  number  of 
forty,  fubmitted  to  their  fate. 
This  delay  gave  the  Houle  of  Af- 
fembly  an  opportunity,  which 
feerns  to  have  been  eagerly  feixed, 
to  rid  tiie  colony  for  ever  of  its 

formidable 
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formidable  enemies.  On  the 
ground  that  the  Maroons,  not  hav¬ 
ing  complied  with  the  terms  of  the 
treaty,  were  not  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  General  Walpole’s  pro- 
mi  fe*  the  Affembly  palled  a  vote, 
for  tranfporting  them  from  Jamai¬ 
ca.  It  was  in  vain  that  General 
Walpole  remonfirated  againft  this 
decifion,  and  pleaded  that  his  ho¬ 
nour  was  pledged,  and  that  the 
tardinefs  of  the  Maroons  had  not 
arifen  from  any  perfidious  motive. 
.Finding  that  his  remonft  ranees 
were  disregarded,  he  refigned  his 
command  ;  and  when  the  colonial 
legifiature  voted  five  hundred 
guineas  to  purchafe  a  fvvord  for 
him,  he  declined  the  gift,  and  gave 
his  reafons  in  a  letter,  which, 
though  temperate,  irritated  the 
AlTembly  fo  much,  that  they 
voted  it  to  be  difrefbetfiful  and 

i. 

derogatory  to  their  dignity,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  expunged  from  the 
minutes  of  the  Houle. 

The  vote  of  the  AlTembly  was 
carried  into  eifeft  in  the  month  of 
June  ;  and  the  Maroons,  confifting 
of  upwards  of  five  hundred  of  both 
Texes,  were  embarked,  in  three 
veffels.  They  were  accompanied 
by  a  commlffioner,  Colonel  Quar¬ 
rel,  an  active  and  intelligent 
planter,  who  was  entrufted  with  a 
Turn  of  money,  for  the  expences 
of  fettling  them,  and  was  directed 
to  land  them  in  any  part  or  parts 
of  North  America,  and  to  pur- 
chafe  land  for  their  fupport,  and 
tools  and  implements,  for  its 
cultivation.  Upper  Canada  was 
the  country  firft  fuggefted  for  their 
refidence  ;  but  this  fuggeflion, 
though  generally  approved,  was 
not  finally  adopted  by  the  colonial 
affembly.  They  were  landed  at 
Halifax,  in  the  latter  end  of  June, 


where  they  were  intended  to  re¬ 
main  only  till  difpatches  refpedfing 
them  could  arrive  from  England. 
In  Nova  Scotia,  however,  it  was 
thought  expedient  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  they  fhould  be  finally 
fettled.  At  the  ourfet,  it  being 
then  the  middle  of  fuminer,  they 
feemed  well  plea  fed  with  this  re- 
folution.  But  the  feverity  of  the 
climate,  in  winter,  foon  difgufled 
them,  and  made  them  clamorous 
for  a  removal,  to  obtain  which, 
they  frequently  refuted  to  make 
any  exertions  for  their  own  main¬ 
tenance.  In  this  fituation,  the 
burthen  of  providing  for  them 
was  heavily  felt,  and  produced  a 
controverfy  between  the  Houfe  of 
Affembly  in  Jamaica,  and  the 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia;  the 
latter  claiming  the  charges  of  their 
fubfiftence,  and  the  former  con¬ 
tending  that  a  fum  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  had  been  already  voted,  and 
declaring  that  no  further  aid  fhould 
be  granted  for  an  obje<f!  w  ith 
which  the  colony  of  Jamaica  had 
now  ceafed  to  have  any  connection. 
At  length,  after  four  years  of  dif- 
pute  between  the  governments  of  the 
two  colonies,  and  of  alternate  idle- 
nefs  and  induftry,  on  the  part  of 
the  languilhing  and  difcontented 
exiles,  the  Maroons  were,  in  1800, 
removed  to  Africa,  and  placed 
under  the  fuperintendence  of  the 
governor  and  council  of  the  fettle- 
ment  of  Sierra  Leone. 

From  the  Weflern  Hemlfphere 
we  mull  now  follow  to  the  Eaftern 
the  movements  of  hoftile  fleets 
and  armies.  In  the  latter  quarter 
the  Britifh  arms  were  attended 
with  complete  fuccefs. 

The  lofs  of  their  old  and  valua¬ 
ble  colony,  the  cape  of  Good  Hope, 
was  feverely  felt  by  the  Dutch, 

and 
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and  excited  numerous  murmurs  and 
complaints,  which  wc-re  Toon  in- 
creafed,  by  \ he  fall  of  Trincomale, 
and  their  pods  on  the  continent  of 
India.  To  recover  the  Cape,  the 
new  Batavian  government  difpatch- 
ed,  under  the  command  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Lucas,  a  fquadron,  con¬ 
fiding  of  two  fixty-fix  gun  fnips, 
one  fifty-four  gun  fhip,  four  fri¬ 
gates,  a  corvette  and  a  (lore  lb  ip, 
with  a  body  of  troops  on  board. 
This  force  was  utterly  inadequate 
to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  in¬ 
tended.  The  Britifh  miniftry  had 
ftrongly  reinforced  the  troops  at  the 
Cape,  and  had  ftatiotied  in  that 
quarter  a  formidable  fquadron,  un¬ 
der  Sir  George  Keith  Elphinftone. 
Full  informa' ion  of  the  failing,  the 
defigns,  and  the  number  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  had  likewife  been  fent  from 
home  to  the  Englifh  Admiral.  Of 
all  thefe  circumftances,  however, 
the  Batavian  Government  was 
evidently  in  a  ftate  of  perfect 
ignorance. 

The  Dutch  fquadron  appeared 
off  Saldanha  Bay,  on  the  fecond  of 
Auguft,  but  did  not  come  to  an 
anchor  in  the  bay  till  the  fixth,  at 
noon.  Admiral  Elphinftone  was 
at  that  time  lying  in  Simon’s  Bay, 
and  was  informed  of  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  as  foon  as  they 
were  difcovered  from  the  fhore. 
Anxious  as  he  was  to  proceed 
againft  them,  the  tempeftuous  wea¬ 
ther  rendered  it  impoftible  for  him 
to  quit  Simon’s  Bay  till  the  fixth, 
when  he  put  to  fea,  and  cruized  in 
fearch  of  them  for  fix  days,  not- 
withftanding  a  continuance  of  fuch 
ftorms  as  damaged  many  of  the 
Ihips,  and  ferioufly  endangered  a 
part  of  the  fleet.  Not  having 
been  able  to  obtain  a  fight  of  the 
enemy,  he  returned  to  Simon’s 


Bay,  and  there  he  learned  that 
they  had  anchored  in  the  Bay  of 
Saldanha,  where  they  ft  ill  re¬ 
mained.  He  again  made  the 
fignal  to  put  to  fea,  but  the  tem- 
peft  blew  fo  violently  that  the 
Crefcent  got  afhore,  the  Tre¬ 
mendous  parted  two  cables,  and 
was  near  being  loft,  and,  in  fpite 
of  all  the  efforts  of  the  Britifh, 
three  days  elapfed  before  the 
fquadron  could  finally  get  under 
fail. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  neceffary 
defenfive  precautions  were  taken 
by  Major  General  Craig,  who  com¬ 
manded  at  the  Cape.  Though 
the  enemy’s  force  was  too  fcanty 
to  excite  any  fears  for  the  fafety 
of  the  colony,  it  was,  neverthelefs, 
fufficient  to  fpread  confufion,  and 
give  confiderable  trouble,  if  al¬ 
lowed  to  land,  and  penetrate  into 
the  interior.  The  general,  there¬ 
fore,  leaving  four  thoufand  men, 
for  the  protection  of  Cape  Town, 
marched  with  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  men  to  Saldanha  Bay. 
As  he  defcended  from  the  heights, 
he  had  the  fatisfa&ion  *  „ 

to  fee  the  Britifh  fqua-  U®U 
dron,  of  feven  fail  of  the 
line,  one  fifty  gun  fnip,  two  frigate*;, 
and  fome  frr.alier  veffels,  rapidly 
advancing,  under  a  prefs  of  fail, 
towards  the  entrance  of  the  har¬ 
bour.  As  the  troops  marched  on¬ 
ward  to  the  lhore,  a  Dutch  frigate 
opened  her  fire  upon  them,  but 
without  any  effect. 

It  was  night  before  the  fquadron 
could  enter  the  bay,  and  form  in 
order  of  battle.  Perceiving  how 
much  inferior  the  enemy  was  in 
point  of  ftrength.  Admiral  Elphin¬ 
ftone  anchored  within  fhot  of  the 
Dutch  fhips,  and  fent  a  flag  of 
truce,  to  requeft  Admiral  Lucas  to 

prevent 
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prevent  an  effufion  of  blood,  which 
it  would  be  criminal  in  him  to 
caufe,  as  it  evidently  would  be  ufe  * 
lefts.  A  correftpondence  was  kept 
up  till  the  following  morning, 
when  the  Dutch  Admiral,  find¬ 
ing  that  his  fituation  was  def- 
perate,  delivered  up  his  fhips,  on 
condition  that  himfelf  and  his 
officers  fhould  be  fuffered  to  return 
to  Europe  on  their  parole. 

It  is  not  probable  that,  under 
any  circumftances,  the  Dutch  com¬ 
mander  would  have  thought  him- 
lelf  juftified  in  hazarding  a  battle 
with  an  adverfary  fo  greatly  fu- 
perior  in  force.  Had  he,  how¬ 
ever,  been  difpofed  to  refill,  he 
would  have  been  without  the 
means  of  refill ance.  In  his  dif- 
patch  to  the  States  he  informed 
them,  that,  on  the  entrance  of  the 
Englifli  fquadron  into  the  Bay, 
his  men  mounted  the  orange- 
cockade,  broke  into  loud  cries 
of  long  live  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  threatened  to  maffacre  their 
officers,  if  they  dared  to  make  any 
oppofition  to  the  furrender  of  the 
velfels. 

In  the  Eall  Indies,  the  conqueil 
of  the  major  part  of  the  enemy's 
fettlements  was  accomplilhed  at  an 
early  period  of  the  year.  Of  the 
D  □ich  poffeflions  in  the  illand  of 
Ceylon ,  Colombo  was  the  only 


one  of  any  importance  which,  at 
the  commencement  of  1 796,  *hey 
if  ill  retained.  In  the  beginning 
of  February,  a  Britifh  force  under 
Colonel  Stuart,  was  difpatched 
againll  that  place.  It  effected  its 
landing,  near  Negombo,  on  the 
evening  of  the  fixth,  and,  after 
driving  the  enemy  from  a  ft rong 
poll,  on  the  fouth  bank  of  the 
Mutual  river,  appeared  before  the 
walls  of  Colombo.  A  fhort  parley 
enfued,  which  terminated  . 
by  the  governor  fur  render¬ 
ing  tire  town,  on  favourable 
conditions.  The  town  of  Gale, 
and  the  fort  of  Caliture  were  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  capitulation.  The 
reduction  of  Colombo  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies  completed  the  conqueil 
of  the  illand  of  Ceylon. 

In  the  Eaftern  Archipelago, 
Amboy  na,  and  its  fubordinate 
pofts,  were  given  up  without  re- 
fiflance,  to  Rear  Admiral  Rainier, 
on  the  fixteenth  of  February  ;  and, 
on  the  eighth  of  March,  this  ex¬ 
ample  was  followed  by  Banda  and  its 
dependencies.  A  rich  booty,  con¬ 
fining  of  a  large  fum  of  money, 
and  an  immenfe  quantity  of  cloves, 
nutmegs  and  mace,  befides  mer- 
chandife  and  ftores  of  various 
kinds,  was  the  reward  of  the  cap- 
tors. 


CHRONICLE 


t 


*1  ] 

v'  / 

CHRONI 


1796. 


I 


JANUARY* 

ft.  HP  HIS  morning  about  throe 
JL  o'clock,  an  alarming  fire 
roke  out  in  Bow-fireet.  It  raged 
ith  the  utrnofi  violence*  and,  not- 
ithftanding  the  arrival  and  utmoft 
jcertiens  of  the  many  engines,  could 
3t  be  fubdued  fooner  than  fix.  It 
.irnt  with  a  degree  of  fury  almoft 
icredible,  and,  after  deftroying  fe- 
jral  houles  in  the  main  ftreet,  ex¬ 
uded  its  definitive  efFe&s  as  far 
ick  as  Crofs-Iane,  where  it  con- 
med  lome  houfes.  The  damage  is 
)tyet  afcertained,  but  it  is  thought 
1  be  very  conliderable.  The  fire 
:gan  in  the  warehoule  appendant 
the  houfe  of  an  upholder,  who 
;ed  next  door  to  the  Garrick's - 
;ad  tavern,  to  which  it  communi- 
.ted  itfelf.  The  houfe  where  it 
•simenced  was  entirely  burnt 
uvn,  fo  that  fcarcely  a  vefiige  of 
e  very  walls  remained.  Three 
her  houfes  immediately  adjoining 
sre  reduced  to  the  fame  deplorable 
ite  of  ruin.  Mr,  Spencer,  land- 
rd  of  the  Garrick’s-head,  and  his 
mily,  had  retired  to  bed  previonfly 
this  unhappy  aflair  taking  place, 
is  extenfive  premifes  received  very 
eat  damage,  particularly  in  the 
ar  of  the  building,  which  commu¬ 
tes  with  Duke's-court. .  A  party 
*11,^  which  fortunately  feparated 
r.  Spencer’s  from  the  houfe  where 
Vol.  XXXVIII. 


the  fire  began,  was  the  means  of 
faving  his  houfe  from  total  deftruc- 
tion. 

On  Wednefday  lafi,  Mrs.  Mary 
Reed,  widow  of  William  Reed,  efq. 
who  died  at  Berkeley  in  April  1794^ 
was  fully  committed  to  Gloucefter 
gaol,  on  lufpicion  of  having  poifoned 
her  hulband. 

It  appeared,  on  the  examination, 
that,  about  two  years  ago,  a  fufpi- 
cion  arofe  that  captain  Reed  had 
poifon  given  to  him  in  fame  broth; 
that*  finding  himfelf  indifpofed,  he 
went  to  lie  down  on  the  bed;  that 
while  he  was  there,  the  went  up  to 
fee  him  ;  that  her  brother  followed 
with  a  broomftick,  and  firuck  him 
three  violent  blows  over  his  head ; 
that  file  immediately  called  out 
murder,  and  her  brother  efcaped,. 
A  medical  gentleman  being  lent  for, 
came,  and  dreffed  bis  head,  and  left 
him  about  fix  in  the  evening,  ob- 
ferving  that  there  was  no  danger  of 
death  from  the  wounds ;  but,  at 
nine  o’clock,  captain  Reed  expired. 
Mrs.  Reed  applied  the  fame  evening 
for  a  coffin  to  be  made,  and  wilhed 
to  have  him  buried  the  next  day. 
laying,  that  as  he  died  fuddenly  he 
would  not  keep;  which  cireum- 
fiance  giving  rife  to  a  fufpicion,  he 
was  opened  by  a  furgeon,  and  a 
fometbing  which  was  found  in  his 
fiomacb,  being  given  to  a  dog, 
#B  proved 
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proved  liis  immediate  death.  On 
this  evidence,  the  coroner's  jury  fat 
on  the  body  of  captain  Reed,  and 
gave  a  verdift  of — wilful  murder. 

The  brother  of  Mrs.  Reed  above- 
mentioned,  was  found  dead  about 
four  days  after  the  deceafe  of  cap¬ 
tain  Reed,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have 
flint  himfelf  with  a  hlunderbuls 
found  lying  by  him,  his  head  beh«g 
blown  to  pieces. 

At  the- time  this  (hooking  affair 
took  place,  Mrs.  Reed  was  examin¬ 
ed  before  the  coroner’s  jury,  and 
difcharged  for  want  of  evidence. 
In  a  late  trial  of  an  action  brought 
by  Airs.  Reed  againlt  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change  affirrance  office,  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  £.  c>,ooo,  the  amount  of  a 
policy  of  afffirance  on  the  life  of 
captain  Reed  (who  died  within  a 
week  after  the  execution  of  the 
policy)  fome  fufpicious  circum- 
flances  arole,  which  induced  Mr. 
Mingay,  her  counfel,  to  ffibmit  to 
be  non-fuited,  rather  than  urge  the 
trial  further,  and  occafion'ed  Mrs. 
Reed  to  be  apprehended  a  fceond 
time. 

Barbadocs ,  Nov.  26, ■ — £*  We  were, 
in  the  beginning  of  this  month,  very 
much  alarmed  by  an  unufuat  and 
tx  t  ran  rdi  nary  fall  of  water,  greater 
than  any  known  in  this  ifland  within 
the  memory  of  man,  and  far  exceed¬ 
ing  that  at  the  time  of  the  hurricane 
in  1780.  Oil  the  8th  inftant  we- 
had  heavy  (bowers  and  thunder  and 
lightning  in  the  afternoon,  which 
continued  all  that  night;  fo  that 
the  Gully  ran  with  great  violence. 
About  feven  next  morning,  it  Teem¬ 
ed  as  if  the  heavens  had  burfl,  and 
were  pouring  down  their  waters  to 
overwhelm  us  ;  it  fell  in  one  con¬ 
tinued  torrent  till  feven  the  next 
morning,  being  twenty-four  hours; 
and  all  that  time,  both  day  and 


night,  there  were  not  two  feconda 
intermiihon  between  the  moft  vivid 
dallies  of  lightning,  and  moft  tre¬ 
mendous  peals  of  thunder  I  ever 
heard,  rl  he  Gullv  ran  higher  than 
ever  was  known,  and,  meeting  with 
a  flow  and  fpring  tide,  the  water, 
after  breaking  down  both  our 
bridges,  flowed  over  into  the  town, 
and  was  in  many  ftreets  and  houfea 
five  feet  high.  The  inhabitant! 
efcaped  to  other  parts  of  the  town ; 
fome  wading  through  the  water, 
fome  fwimming,  and  others  on  horfe- 
back,  the  holies  too  being  obligee 
to  fwiim  All  that  part,  and,  in¬ 
deed,  T  believe  the  whole  town 
would  have  been  wafhed  away,  i: 
the  Gully  had  not  overflowed  its 
banks  on  one  particular  part,  taker 
a  new  courf’e  over  the  fields,  ant 
emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea,  aftei 
having  wafhed  away  the  greatef 
part  of  two  houfes,  and  made  i 
gulph  in  the  road  wfliich  leads  intt 
the  town  at  leaft  forty  feet  wide 
and  ten  or  twelve  deep,  too  large  tc 
be  filled  up  ;  unlefs  a  bridge  is  buili 
there,  the  road  muft  continue  to  b« 
impaflable.  It  has  broken  up  all  th« 
roads  in  the  country,  and  don< 
much  damage  to  feveral  planta¬ 
tions.  Some,  for  miles  together 
lie  under  waiter;  the  negro  houfes 
and  other  fmall  ones,  were  entire!) 
covered,  and,  I  believe,  are  to  this 
day  uninhabitable.  On  the  Mon 
day  it  hailed  two  or  three  times 
and  feveral  fmall  pieces  of  ic< 
were  picked  up  in  different  places 
It  is  fuppofed  the  bridges  canno 
be  rebuilt  in  lefs  than  a  twelve 
month,  as  there  are  no  material: 
in  the  ifland  at  prefent  for  thu 
pur  pole.” 

Cowes. — There  have  been  va-  1 
nous  examinations  of  the  maf-  ** 
ter,  and  fome  of  the  furvivors  of  tk 
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unfortunate  pafiengers  on  board  the 
John  and  Elizabeth,  lately  arrived 
from  Guernfey.  It  appears,  that, 
on  December  24,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  perfons,  difcharged  from  two 
fencible  regiments,  were  put  on 
board  the  above  veftel  by  an  officer 
of  the  army,  whole  name  the  mat¬ 
ter  does  not  recoiled.  The  veffel  is 
only  thirty-five  tons,  and  the  officer 
faw  her,  and  paid  the  matter  live 
iftiillings  a  head  to  land  thefe  fol- 
•diers  in  England.  On  the  26th  Ihe 
failed  from  Jerfey,  and  about  four  in 
the  afternoon  put  into  Guernfey,  to 
give  the  people  an  opportunity  of 
Supplying  •  themfelves  with  provi- 
fions,  and  to  lay  in  a  ftock  of  water. 
They  failed  from  Guernfey  next 
morning  about  ten,  the  wind  W.S.W. 
At  fix  it  began  to  blow,  and,  conti¬ 
nuing  to  increafe,  they  took  three 
reefs  in  of  the  main  fail,  and  fet  the 
ftorm  jib.  At  three  in  the  morning 
of  the  29th,  it  blew  fo  very  hard, 
and  was  fo  thick,  that  the  mailer 
could  not  make  the  land  diftin&ly, 
and  about  four  laid  her  to.  At 
eight  bore  away  to  make  the  land ; 
made  the  land  about  ten,  but,  the 
weather  being  very  hazy,  could  not 
dillinguilii  what  land  it  was.  About 
noon  fet  the  try-lail,  and  laid  to. 
No  hatches  were  then  on,  but  the 
Vefiel  {hipped  immenfe  quantities  of 
water,  from  the  fea  running  very 
high,  and  more  tban  the  pumps 
could  difcharge.  At  eight  p.  m.  the 
matter  called  to  the  people,  then 
below,  and  told  them  it  was  impof- 
hble  to  keep  the  hatches  open  any 
longer,  as  the  veffel  mult  inevitably 
founder,  and  that  as  many  as  chole 
might  run  the  hazard  of  coming 
upon  deck  ;  that  the  hatches  muf't 
be  battened  down,  in  order  to  lave 
the  veil'd  and  their  lives.  About 
•ifiven  came  on  deck*  but  one  pe* 


rifhed  by  the  feverity  of  the  wea¬ 
ther.  The  hatches  were  then  laid 
on,  and  the  tarpaulins  nailed  oyer. 
About  twelve,  it  blowing  ftill  with 
great  violence,  the  mafter  was 
alarmed  with  the  cry  of  lire ;  upon 
which  he  ran  to  the  fore  hatchway, 
and  tore  the  hatch  off,  and  alfo  the 
tarpaulins  and  hatches  of  the  main 
hatchway ;  on  which  a  moll  offen- 
five  fmell  iffued  from  the  hold.  The 
pumps  in  the  mean  time  were  kept 
at  work,  but  could  fcarce  free  the 
veffel.  On  the  morning  of  Decem¬ 
ber  30,  the  wind  /Lifted  to  N.W.  by 
N.  about  two.  At  day-light, on  ex¬ 
amining  the  hold,  forty-feven  men 
were  found  dead,  and  three  women, 
all  of  whom  were  thrown  overboard. 
One  man  died  after  the  arrival  of 
the  veffel  in  Cowes  road.  One  of 
the  foldiers  died  on  Thurfday  night 
from  the  effects  of  the  fuffocation ; 
and  another  was  fo  ill  on  Friday, 
that  it  was  thought  impollible  he 
could  furvive  many  hours  longer; 
making  the  whole  number  of  lives 
loft,  fifty-four. 

This  night,  the  houfe  of.  Caleb 
Harman,  efq.  in  the  county  of  Long¬ 
ford,  Ireland,  was  attacked  by  a  nu¬ 
merous  party  of  defenders,  who  de¬ 
manded  a  furrender  of  all  the  arms 
in  the  houle  ;  but,  on  Mr.  Harman's 
refufmg  to  comply  with  this  de¬ 
mand,  they  determined  to  carry 
their  purpofe  by  affault,  and  with 
fome  difficulty  forced  open  the 
doors.  Mr.  Ilarman,  at  the  head 
of  his  domeftics,  endeavouring  to  re¬ 
pel  the  alTailants,  was  fired  upon,  and 
received  the  contents  of  a  blunder- 
buls  loaded  with  Hugs  in  his  abdomen. 
Several  of  the  domeftics  were  alfo 
feverely  wounded ;  and  the  defend* 
ers,  having  effectually  fucceeded  in 
obtaining  all  the  arms  in  the  houfe, 
xe  treated  in  triumph.  Eleven  out 
*  B  .a  oS 


I 


* 


ANNUAL  KE  G I S  T  E  R,  1796. 


of  the  twelve  ruffians  who  affafifi- 
nated  Mr. Harman  have  been  taken, 
and  are  in  Longford  gaol ;  in  the 
number  is  the  perfon  who  was 
wounded  by  Mr.  Harman’s  piftol. 
Mr.  Harman  is  fines  dead  of  his* 


wounds. 


,  In  confequence  of  a  difpute 
^  ’  which  took  place  on  Saturday 


evening  laft,.  in  the  gallery  of  the 
Opera-houfe,  between  major  Sweet- 
man,  of  one  of  the  independent 
companies,  and  captain  Watfon,  of 
the  90th,.  or  prince  Edward's  regi¬ 
ment,  they  met  oil' Monday  morn¬ 
ing,  near  Cobham,  in  Surrey.  The 
diftance  fixed  on  was  feven,  paces. 
They  both  fired  at  the- fame  inftant 
with  fech  a  fatal  aim)  that  major 


Sweetman  was  Oiot  through  the 


6th. 


head,  and’  fell  dead  on  the  fpot ; 
and  captain  Watfon  was  dangeroufly 
wounded  in  the  hip. 

About  two  o’clock  p.  M.  his 
royal  highnefs  M onfireur  comte 
d’Artois,  with  his  fuite,  landed  at 
Leith,  from,  on  board’  his  majefiy’s 
frigate  Jafon,  C.  Stirling,  efq.  coni- 
iiiander.  On  the  frigate’s  coming 
to  anchor  in  the  roads,  his  royal 
highnefs  was  fainted  with  twenty- 
one  guns  from  Leith  battery,  and 
with  the  like  number  on  his  land¬ 
ing  at  Leith,  where  he  was  received 
from  the  boat  by  lord  Adam  Gor¬ 
don  and- a  part  of  his  fuite,  and  con¬ 
cluded  in  his  lord.'hip’s  carriage  to 
an  apartment  im  his  majefty’s  pa¬ 
lace  of  Holyroochhoufe,  fitted  in 
hade  for  his  reception  ;  and,  as  be  • 
filtered  the  palace,  his  royal  high- 
nefs  was  faluted  with  twenty-one 


guns  from  Edinburgh  cable.  The 


Windfor  forefters  and  Hopetoun  fien- 
cibles  were  in  readinefs  to  line  the 
approach  to  the  palace,  but  his 
rayal  highnefs  chufing.  to  land  in  a 


private  manner,  and  with  as  little 
ceremony  as  poffible,  that  was  dif- 
penfed  with.  The  crowd  of  people 
at  the  quay,  and  all  the  way  from 
it  to  the  palace,  was  extraordinary  ; 
befides,  every  window  was  filled ; 
and  the  joy  expreffed  on  his  royal 
higknefs’s-  iafe-  arrival  in  Scotland 
feemed  to  be  very  general.  The 
noblemen  in  his  royal  highnefs’s 
fuite  followed  in  carriages  provided 
for  that  purpofe,  and  were  conduct¬ 
ed  from  the  outer  gate  of  the  pa¬ 
lace,  by  the  commander  in  chief,  to 
tlieir  apartments.  His  royal  high¬ 
nefs  and  fuite,  confiding  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  French  noblemen  and  gentle¬ 
men,  dined  with  lord  Adam  Gordon, 
and  feveral  others  of  the  firft  rank. 
His  royal  highnefb  is  for  fome  time 
t*  have  apartments  in,  lord  Adam 
Gordon’s  lodgings,  until  others  are 
fitted  up  for  his  reception.. 

Carlton-houfe. — This  morn-  ^ 
ing,  between  nine  and  ten  i 
o’clock,,  the-  princefs  of  Wales  was 
happily  delivered  of  a  princefs. 
His  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of 
Glouceller,  his  grace  the  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  the  lord  chancellor, 
the  lord  prefident*  of  his  majefty’s 
council,  his  grace  the  duke  of  Leeds,, 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Devonlhire* 
the  earl  of  Cholmondeley,  lord 
chamberlain,  and  the  earl  of  Jerfev, 
mailer  of  thehorfe  to  bis  royal  high- 
nefs  the  prince  of  Wales,  the  right 
honourable  lord  Thurlow,  and  the 
ladies  of  her  royal  highnefs ’s  bed¬ 
chamber,  were  p refen t.. 

As  a  proof  of  the  great  ^ 
mildnefsof  the  prefent.feafou,  ^ 
there  is  in  an  orchard  belonging  to 
Mr..  Hodge,  of  the  pari fh  of  Ailiford, 
nearllarnftaple,  an  apple-tree  which 
blolfoms  in  full,  perfection ;  and 
another  tree  with  the  apples  fet. 

About 
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About  a  quarter  before  three 
,  o'clock  this  morning,  a  fire 
^  *  broke  out  at  the  extenfive 
mills  at  Lea  Bridge,  Middlelex,  the 
property  of  Charles  Ilamerton,  efq. 
'lately  one  of  the  Iheriflfs  of  London) 
vhich,  after  bunting  with  amazing 
•apidity  for  two  hours,  entirely  con* 
tuned  the  lame,  with  an  immenfe 
juantity  of  wheat  and  flour.  The 
vorks  which  fupply  Clapton  with 
vater  were  alfo  deftroyed ;  and  a 
lonfiderable  pin  or  needle  manufac- 
ory,  with  much  timber  on  the 
vliarf,  and  about  three  thoufand 
(uarters  of  wheat  and  Hour,  the  pro- 
icrty  of  government.  The  fire  is 
iqipofed  to  have  been  occafioned  by 
lie  meal-wei.gher’s  leaving  a  light- 
d  candle  between  two  facks  in  an 
pper  room.  The  dwelling-iioufe 
djoining  eicaped.  Mrs.  Killick, 
/ho  lived  in  it,  and  had  lately  lain 
1,  fuftained  no  injury,  though  great- 
y  alarmed  and  removed  in  the 
dglit.  The  fire  was  fo  extremely 
apid,  that  .the  premifes  were  en- 
irely  confumed  in  an  hour  and  half, 
'lie  light  of  the  flame  was  diftin&ly 
;en  at  Enfield  one  way,  and  at 
Iary-le-bonne  the  other,;  and  re¬ 
gions  in  the  air  as  far  as  Hat- 
eld. 

6th  Vienna. — The  princefs  roy¬ 

al  of  France,  Maria  There- 
i,  arrived  here  on  the  9th,  a  little 
her  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
onidit  the  loudeft  acclamations  of 
rowds  of  people,  who  accompanied 
er  carriage  as  far  as  the  Burg, 
here  his  imperial  majefty  had 
aided  a  refidence  to  be  prepared 
<r  her.  Count  Colloredo,  cabinet 
unifier  to  the  emperor,  aecom- 
inied  her  to  the  place  of  her  re- 
dence  from  Burkerfdorff,  whither 
e  went  to  welcome  her,  in  tlie 
^uie  of  his  imperial  mnjefiy,  as 


foon  as  information  of  her  arrival 
was  received.  Prince  Stahremberg, 
the  principal  lord  of  the  bedcham¬ 
ber,. on  the  voth,  went  to  the  refi- 
fidence  of  the  princefs,  and  preiented 
to  prince  Gavre  all  the  future  houfe- 
hold  .fervarfts?  &c.  deftined  for  her 
ufe.  The  firfi  who  received  the 
French  princefs  royal  of  France  in 
this  capital,  were  the  archdukes  and 
aichdnchefles.  The  emperor  and 
emprefs  honoured  her  with  a  vilit 
foon  after  her  arrival,  and  received 
her  with  open  arms.  In  her  own 
place  of  refidence  the  princefs  wept 
bitterly.  She  has  fmce  paid  a  vifit 
to ’the  arcliduchefs  Chriftme,  who  is 
indifpoied.  A  grand  and  brilliant 
court-day  is  expected  to-morrow, 
which  will  be  the  firfi  day  on  which 
her  imperial  majefiy  wall  make  her 
public  appearance  after  her  lying- 
in.  It  is  expected  alfo  that  the 
French  princefs  royal  will  be  intro¬ 
duced,  with  proper  ceremony,  to  tire 
higher  clafs  of  the  nobility  and  fo¬ 
reign  ambafladors.  Field-marlhal 
count  Clairfait  will  be  publicly  in- 
vefied  with  the  grand  order  of  Ma¬ 
ria  The  re  fa,  which  has  remained 
vacant  lince  the  death  of  general 
Laudon.  Countefs  Chanclos,  for¬ 
merly  governefs  to  the  archduchefs 
Elizabeth,  firfi  confort  of  the  em¬ 
peror,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
fame  dignity  with  the  French  prin¬ 
cefs  royal.  Prince  Gavre  is  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  to  "her  royal  high- 
nels.  The  only  article  preferved 
by  the  French  princefs,  from  the 
effects  which  were  put  into  her  car¬ 
riage  at  Paris,  is  faid  to  be  a  fmall 
parcel,  which,  oefides  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  linen,  contained  three  minia¬ 
ture  pictures,  and  fome  hair  of  her 
father,  mother,  and  .the  princefs 
Elizabeth  her  aunt:;  alfo  a  pair  of 
garters,  knit  by  her  late  unfortunate 
*  B  3  mother, 
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mother,  our  of  the  threads  of  an  old 
piece  of  tapeftry  which  fhe  found  in 
her  prifop. 

„  04.-L  When  the  royal  ffandard 

1  O  til®  n  •  ,  1  rri 

was  flying  at  the  lower 
on  the  queen’s  birth- day,  a  tri¬ 
coloured  (ilk  flag,  three  yards  wide, 
and  of  length  in  proportion,  was 
hoifted  over  the  ramparts  on  a  ftaff 
of  feven  feet  long,  and  continued 
hying  for  three  hours  before  it  was 
dilcovered  in  the  garrifon.  On  the 
dilcovery,  the  major  of  the  Tower, 
colonel  Smith,  went  -himfelf  to 
ffrike  it;  when,  making  into  a 
wrong  part,  it  difappeared  before 
he  reached  the  fpot,  but  was  traced 
into  the  deputy  chaplain’s  ho ufe, 
and  found  ftripped  from  the  itaff 
under  his  Ton’s  bed,  a  young  man  of 
fifteen,  then  a  pupil  of  merchant 
taylors’  fchool.  His  name  isGrofe, 
who,  with  his  confederate,  one  Hay¬ 
ward,  were  expelled  the  fchool.  On 
the  5th  of  February,  on  application 
of  Hayward  the  elder  to  a  full  court 
of  the  merchant  taylors’  company, 
for  the  purpofe  of  ge  tting  his  fon  re- 
feated  m  their  fchool,  he,  together 
with  his  companion  Grpfe,  who 
hoifted  the  tri-coloured  flag  in  the 
Tower,  were  unanimoufly  expelled 
from  it,  as  young  men  of  dangerous 
principles. 

noth  Portjbmutk.— This  morn¬ 

ing,  about  eight  o’clock,  ar¬ 
rived  admiral  Chriftian,  with  the 
fquadron  under  his  command,  con¬ 
fining  of  the  Glory,  of  98  guns,  the 
Impregnable,  Coloffus,  Irrefiffible, 
and  Trident,  of  74  guns  each  ;  the 
Lion,  of  64;  Alcmene,  of  32;  la 
Prompte,  of  28;  and  Vefuvius  bomb; 
together  with  about  forty-five  fail  of 
merchant  fliips,  of  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  Eaft  India  /hips  form  a  part,  viz. 
Sir  Edward  1  luglres,  Britannia,  Role, 
King  George,  Suilivan,  Raymond, 


Ganges,  Contractor,  Houghton,  and 
General  Elliot;  the  reft  are  Weft 
Incliamen  and  tranfports.  The 
Charon  and  Expedition  were  fepa- 
rated  from  the  fleet  in  a  gale  oi 
wind.  This  is  the  remnant,  with 
the  few  ftragglers  which  have,  at 
different  times,  put  back  into  Ply¬ 
mouth,  Falmouth,  Milford,  and  this: 
port,  that  are  arrived  of  a  fleet  coir 
lifting  of  about  two  hundred  fail 
which  left  St.  Helen’s  about  the  8tl: 
of  December  laft ;  lince  which  they 
have  been  continually  beating  a- 
gainit  contrary  and  tremendous 
gales  of  wind  and  heavy  leas,  ir 
which  they  have  received  fo  mu  cl: 
damage,  that  almoft  all  the  men  o: 
war  will  be  obliged  to  go  into  dock, 
Twenty  more  Ihips,  heavy  failers 
were  left  in  the  channel ;  and,  as 
the  wind  is  from  the  fouth-weff 
they  may  be  expected  in  the  courfe 
of  the  morrow. 

Edinburgh. —  On  the  2 ill  , 
inft.  his  royal  highnefs  the  - 
duke  d’Angouleme,  eldell  fon  tc 
Monfieur,  arrived  at  the  abbey  0: 
Hol  y  rood  -houfe.  We  underhand  his 
royal  highnefs  is  to  be  accommo¬ 
dated  in  ihe  apartments  of  the  ear, 
of  Breadalbane  there,  until  fuel 
time  as  the  royal  apartments  car 
he  put  in  proper  repair  to  receivt 
their  royal  highnefles  ;  and  that  hi: 
royal  highnefs  the  duke  d’Angou¬ 
leme  propofes  to  fee  company  fo: 
the  prefent  in  the  apartments  0 
Monfieur  on  Mondays  and  Thurl 
days  at  noon. 

Between  eight  and  nine 
o’clock  this  day,  the  powder 
mills  belonging  to  Mr.  Hill,  a 
Hounflow*  owing  to  the  wheels  0 
the  mill  not  being  properly  fuppliei 
with  oil,  took  fire,  and  blew  ud 
with  a  dreadful  explerfion,  whici 
pot  only  terrilieff  the  inhabitants  0 
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the  place,  bat  alarmed  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weltminfter ;  and  the 
houfes  of  the  people  Several  miles 
round  the  metropolis  experienced 
the  effects  of  its  powerful  concuf- 
fion.  Three  men  who  were  at  work 
jn  the  manufactory  have  loft  their 
lives  ;  and  the  flames  from  the  mill 
communicating  to  a  punt  in  the 
mill  river,  in  which  were  thirty 

f  *• 

barrels  of  gunpowder,  let  fire  to  the 
whole,  and  blew  up  with  a  terrible 
explofion;  the  man  who  had  the 
care  of  the  veffel  being  flrattered  to 
pieces,  and  the  boat  being  blown 
out  of  the  water.  Not  a  veftige  of 
the  mill  is  left  landing,  and  Iiounf- 
low-heath  is  covered  with  bricks 
and  tiles,  and  the  mangled  limbs 
of  the  unfortunate  futferers.  The 
houfes  in  Ilounflow,  I  He  worth,  and 
even  Brentford,  have  luffered  con- 
hderably  ;  the  Crown  inn  at  Hounf- 
low,  and  the  King's-head  at  Brent¬ 
ford,  have  not  a  whole  pane  of  glafs 
in  the  windows  ;  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  were  fo  terrified  near  the  fpot, 
that  they  not  only  forfook  their 
dwellings.,  but  a  number  of  women, 
with  their  children,  through  fear, 
appeared  half  naked  in  the  ftreets, 
expecting  every  moment  that  their 
houfes  would  fall  and  bury  them  in 
the  ruins.  The  fcattered  limbs  of 
the  unfortunate  victims,  who  for  the 
moft  part  have  left  large  families  to 
lament  their  lofs  by  'this  unforefeen 
event,  were,  by  order  of  the  magis¬ 
trates,  collected  together,  and  depo¬ 
rted  in  the  church-yard.  The  Ihoek 
was  felt  as  tar  north  of  London  as 
the  extremities  of  Enfield  parith, 
and  fouth  beyond  Croydon.  A  fi- 
milar  dil’after  hap  petted  to  the  fame 
concern  about  twenty  years  ago. 
a-th  Edinburgh. — The  weather, 

for  three  days  paft,  has  been 
very  tempeftuous.  On  Saturday 


§  y 

afternoon  it  blew  a  perfect  hurri¬ 
cane  from  the  S.W.  In  the  new 
town,  and  other  expofed  fituations, 
many  perfons  were  carried  off  their 
feet,  and  thrown  down  ;  l’everal  car¬ 
riages  were  overturned ;  and,  in 
forne  houfes,  the  windows  were 
broken  and  forced  in.  The  lire  eta 
were  flrewed  with  chimney  pans, 
by  the  falling  of  which  feveral  per¬ 
fons  were  hurt.  On  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  the  fform  was  equally  violent. 
The  g.de  was  from  a  quarter  that  is 
feldom  dangerous  on  this  coaft ; 
but,  if  it  was  equally  violent  on  the 
well  coaft,  the  conlequences  are  to 
be  feared. 

0g  ^  Glafgow. — By  a  fudden 

inundation  yefterday  at 
Greenock  and  Port  Glafgow,  the  to¬ 
bacco-cellars  at  the  latter  place  were 
laid  under  water  from  fix  to  nine- 
inches  on  the  floors,  by  which  means 
a  good  deal  of  tobacco  is  injured. 
The  lofs  on  fugar  at  Greenock  wall 
be  very  great,  probably  not  lefs  than 
30,000k  in  lome  of  the  cellars  on 
the  Weft  Quay,  the  waiter  was  up 
from  eighteen  to  twenty  inches  on 
the  lower  tier  of  fugar,  The  ftorm 
was  alfo  leverely  felt  here  ;  a  flack 
of  chimnies  was  blown  down  in  the 
High-llreet,  and  feveral  trees  in  the 
neighbourhood  have  been  torn  up 
by  the  roots. 

The  late  high  winds,  in  many 
places,  were  attended  with  fevere 
florins  of  thunder  and  lightning,  by 
which  much  damage  has  been  done, 
particularly  in  the  counties  of  York, 
Cumberland,  and  Northumberland. 

At  Liverpool,  the  florins  have 
done  c-onfiderable  damage  to  the 
piers. 

Great  havock  was  made  among 
the  (flipping  in  Southampton  river. 
The  beautiful  beach,  a  promenade  in 

fummer  for  the  vifuing  gentry,  is 
*  B  4  totally 
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totally  deftroyeti,  being  inundated, 
and  laid  flat.  At  Northam,  the  quay 
is  demolilhed,  and  Blackman’s  houfe, 
on  the  wharf,  thrown  down. 

The  thunder-dorm  was,  very  vio¬ 
lent  there;  but  more  fo  at  Bhhop’s 
Waltham,  where  it  fhook  the  l'teeple 
to  fuch  a  degree  that  the  bells  actually 
rang.  The  whole  village  was  in 
the  ut  mo  ft  alarm,  every  houfe  was 
agitated  as  if  by  an  earthquake. 

Portfmouth, — In  confequence  of 
a  dreadful  gale  of  wind,  a  great 
number  of  fhips  at  Spithead  have 
this  day  been  obliged  to  cut  their, 
cables,  and  run  tor  the  harbour, 
feveral  of  which  have  got  foul  of 
each  other.  The  tide  was  many 
feet  higher  this  day  than  has  been 
known  for  upwards  of  thirty  years ; 
feveral  houfes  on  the  Point  have 
been  wafhed  down,  and  a  number  of 
people  are  removing  their  goods  up 
into  the  town ;  for,  unlefs  the  wind 
abates,  the  tide  will  be  full  as  high 
as  in  the  morning,  and  many  more 
houfes  will  copfequently  be  damaged. 

Plymouth, — About  five  o'clock 
this  morning,  a  deadful  gale  of  wind 
came  op  at  S.VV. — About  ten  o'clock, 
the  Duttop  Eafl  India  flnp,  which 
arrived  here  yederday  from  admiral 
Chriftian’s  fleet,  drove  to  leeward  ; 
and  about  twelve  o'clock  itruck  on 
the  S.  W.  part  of  Mount  Batten,  and 
ipimediately  after  parted  her  cables. 
She  then  veered  round  with  her  head 
tc  the  N.  W.  and  flretched  acrofs  the 
harbour  under  her  fore-top-fail ;  but 
her  rudder  being  beat  off,  by  finking 
on  the  batten,  die  became  unmanage¬ 
able,  and  was  driven  afhore  under 
the  citadel  about  half  p.alt  twelve 
o'clock,  when  her  malts  were  all  cut 
away  ;  and,  after  beating  for  feveral 
hours,  her  back  was  entirely  broken, 
and  die  is  now  a  mere  wreck.  When 
the  diip  ftruckj;  the  number  of  per- 
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fons  on  board,  including  foldiers, 
feamen,  women,  and  children,  a- 
mounted  to  above  five  hundred  ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  violence  of  the 
fea,  which  was  tremendous  almoft 
beyond  dfefcription,  yet  not  more 
than  four  or  five  perlons  are  fuppofed 
to  have  perilhed,  and  thole  were 
carried  away  by  the  main  mail,  and 
got  entangled  in  the-  rigging.  Such 
was  the  anxiety  of  the  foldiers  and 
feamen  to  get  to  land,  that  many  of 
them  jumped  overboard,  and  had 
nearly  loll  their  lives  by  the  violence 
of  the  fea  dadiing  them  on  the 
rocks;  on  which  account, fir  Edward 
Pellevv,  with  a  bravery  that  does 
him  infinite  honour,  got  himfelf 
conveyed  on  board  the  Dutton  by 
means  of  a  rope  extended  from  the 
fhip  to  the  diore,  and  by  his  able 
conduct  prevented  the  confufion  that 
exilled,  by  alluring  the  troops  that 
he  would  be  the  lall  man  to  quit 
the  diip  ;  owing  to  which,  the  ut- 
inoll  ferenity  inftantly  prevailed ; 
and  the  men  were,  by  four  this  af¬ 
ternoon,  got  out  of  the  fhip,  fome 
by  means  of  boats,  and  others  by 
ropes  fattened  to  the  fliore,  and  for¬ 
tunately  without  any  more  lives 
being  loft. 

Whitehaven. — On  Saturday  lall 
we  had  one  of  the  moll  dreadful 
florins  of  wind  and  rain  that  ever 
Was  known  in  this  part.  It  con¬ 
tinued  the  whole  day  and  night, 
The  tide,  from  ten  to  eleven  at 
night,  pole  to  a  height  never  expe¬ 
rienced  fince  the  year  1771,  being 
not  lefs  than  twenty-two  feet  at  the 
end  of  the  Old  Quay ;  and  the  waves, 
from  the  great  violence  of  the  wind, 
were  tolled  with  incredible  fury  over 
all  the  works  of  the  harbour,  and 
feemed  to  threaten  them  with  entire 
demolition.  It  appeared  for  fome 
time  impoffible  for  any  battlements 
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to  refill  the  force  of  the  fea.  The 
damage  fuftained  was,  however, 
comparatively  lin all.  On  Sunday 
the  weather  was  more  moderate, 
and  it  continued  fair  throughout  the 
day;  but  another  dreadful  tern  pelt 
came  on  at  night.  We  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  to  learn  the 
particulars.  The  tempeliuous  night 
of  Sunday  was  fucceeded  by  a  ftormy 
morning.  Between  four  and  fix, 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  thunder 
and  lightning;  by  half  pall  ten,  the 
tide  had  again  rilen  to  an  enormous 
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height,  covering  all  parts  adjacent 
to  the  quays  and  market  place. 
About  that  time  a  vefifel  (apparently 
a  ftranger)  which  had  been  lying  to, 
in  the  expectation  of  getting  into 
this  harbour,  was  forced  pall  it  to 
the  northward.  The  tide  of  yefler- 
day  morning  was  higher  than  the 
former,  more  awful  than  any  phe¬ 
nomenon  of  the  kind  that  has 
occurred  for  a  century  paft,  and,  we 
fear,  more  dellrudlive.  That  great 
damage  has  been  done,  is  certain ; 
but  of  its  extent  no  perfect  account 
can  yet  be  given,  The  bulwark  has 
buffered  conliderably ;  the  New  Quay 
is  faid  to  be  entirely  deftoyed,  and 
the  parapet-wall  between  the  fea 
and  Mr.  Runmey's  houl’e  at  the  foot 
of  Duke-flreet  is  wafhed  down  ;  the 
family  was  taken  out  of  the  window* 
into  boats.  Boats  plied  in  the  mar¬ 
ket-place,  to  take  the  inhabitants 
out  of  leveral  of  the  houfes.  That 
part  was  inundated  for  four  hours, 
and  at  one  time  the  tide  flowed  lixty 
yards  up  King-ftreet,  where  no  per- 
fon  living  ever  faw  it  before.  During 
all  this  time,  the  gulls  of  wind  were 
tremendous,  and  with  little  inter- 
miffion,  from  S.S.W.  The  conller- 
nation  v/as  general,  and  the  fcene 
•altogether  horrible  and  alarming 
beyond  defcription, 


A  telegraph  was  this  day  j 
ereCted  over  the  admiralty, 
which  is  to  be  the  point  of  com* 
munication  with  all  the  different  fea- 
ports  in  the  kingdom  A  trial  of  it 
has  been  made  by  tranfmitting  an 
..order  to  admiral  Peyton,  in  the 
Dowus.  The  Lngliih  telegraph  is 
an  improvement  upon  the  French. 
Iuftead  of  the  upright  pole,  with 
arms  horizontally  elevated  on  each 
lide,  we  have  adopted  the  following 
plan  :  upon  a  fquare  frame,  like  the 
Venetian  blinds  to  our  windows,  a 
number  of  Ih utters  are  either  opened 
or  (hut,  to  denote  particular  things. 
The  number  of  the  combinations 
is  near  i’eventy,  of  which  the  firil 
twenty-four  are  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet — the  others  Hand  for  no¬ 
tices — Inch,  for  infiance,  as  a  fog 
between  the  ftations — a  fleet  going 
out  or  coming  in — and  fo  on,  as  is 
fettled  in  the  table.  The  fignal  given 
for  their  beginning  to  write  is  —all 
the  fhuttevs  doled  ;  and  there  are 
four  perlons  at  every  llation,  who 
are  provided  with  proper  glafles  for 
obfervation.  The  experiments  that, 
for  amufement,  have  hitherto  been 
made,  anfwer  admirably.  Intelli¬ 
gence  is  conveyed  feventy-four  miles 
in  the  Ihort  (pace  of  fix  and  an  half 
minutes. 

Yefterday,  a  court  of  com-  . 
mon  council  was  held  at  ^ 
Quildhali,  when  a  letter  from  lord 
Cholmondelev  to  the  city  remem¬ 
brancer  was  read,  wherein  his  lord- 
lliip  intimates,  that  the  prince  of 
Wales  declined  receiving  an  addrefs 
of  the  corporation  at  Carl  tori -ho  ufe, 
and  Hating  that  the  prince  had  com¬ 
manded  him  to  lay,  *  That,  being 
under  the  neceliity  of  reducing  his 
eHablifhment,  he  was  precluded  from 
receiving  the  acid  relies  m  a  manner 
fuitable  to  his.  fituation;’  and  his 
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lordfhip  requeued  to  have  copies  of 
the  addrefs,  &c. 

Mr.  deputy  Birch  moved,  that 
the  faid  letter  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  the  court ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  deputy  then  moved,  4  That 
his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
"Wales,  having  Hated  that  the  in¬ 
adequacy  of  his  eftablithment  pre¬ 
cluded  him  from  receiving  the  com¬ 
pliments  of  congratulation  voted  to 
be  prefented  to  their  royal  high- 
nefies,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his 
fituatioti,  this  court  are  of  opinion, 
that  they  cannot,  confidently  with 
their  own  dignity,  fuffer  the  faid 
compliments  to  be  prefented  in  any 
other  way  than  the  cuftomary  form/ 
After  feme  conversation,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  remembrancer 
was  ordered  to  convey  a  copy  thereof 
to  his  royal  highnefs. 

,  Yederday,  Thurfday,  came 
3°  ‘  on  the  trial  of  William  Stone, 
coal  merchant,  on  a  charge  of  high 
treafon.  For  an  account  of  the  trial, 
tee  the  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle. 

Died. — 20th.  At  Lancafter,  in  an 
advanced  period  of  life,  Mr.  Alex-, 
under  Stevens,  architect. ;  who,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  forty  years, 
erebled  more  done  bridges,  and  other 
buildings  in  water,  than  any  man  in 
ikefe  kingdoms.  Among  the  many 
excellent  works  of  that  kind  may 
be  mentioned  the  bridge  over  the 
Liffey  at  Dublin,  and  the  locks  and 
clocks  on  the  grand  canal  of  Ire¬ 
land.  The  North  of  England  and 
Scotland  exhibits  mtmberlefs  works 
of  his  execution.  The  aqueduct  over 
the  river  Lune,  at  Lancafter,  is  one 
of  the  greateit  undertakings  he  was 
ever  concerned  in;  and,  had  he  lived 
a  few  months  longer,  he  would  have 
had  tliefatisfaClion  of  feeing  it  com¬ 
pleted.  Society  has  fudained  a  great' 


lofs  by  the  death  of  this  valuable 
man,  who  not  only  pofiefied  con- 
fummate  knowledge  in  his  profefficyn, 
but  had  the  mod  pleating  and  en¬ 
gaging  manners,  which  endeared 
him  to  all  who  knew'  him. 

In  his  eightieth  year,  Mr.  John 
Fyfield,  of  Stanbridge,  near  Rom  fey, 
a  man  of  a  mod  eccentric  turn  of 
mind  and  great  Angularity  of  con¬ 
duct.  The  manor  of  Stanbridge  he 
inherited  from  his  anceftors,  and  it 
had  been  many  generations  in  his 
family.  lie  was  of  a  penurious  dif- 
pofition,  yet  would  l'carcely  ever 
l'uffer  any  of  the  timber  on  his  eftate 
to  be  felled,  though  it  abounded  with 
the  fineft  in  the  country,  a  great  deal 
of  which  was  yearly  perithing.  The 
price  of  fifty  guineas  had  indeed 
once  tempted  him  to  part  with  his 
far  famed  oak-tree,  but  he  repented 
of  his  bargain,  and  was  happy  to 
re-purchal'e  it,  almod  immediately 
after,  at  a  higher  price.  All  repairs 
of  his  mantion  were  prohibited,  as 
an  ufclefs  extravagance,  that  would 
bring  him  to  poverty  ;  and  whilft 
fuch  a  fuperflfeity  of  materials  as 
would  amply  have  repaid  the  ex- 
pences,  and  rendered  his  habitation 
comfortable,  were  rotting  at  his 
door,  he  chofe  rather  to  refide  in  it 
with  the  roof  open  in  many  places 
to  the  heavens,  with  haral}7  an  apart¬ 
ment  that  afforded  Ihelter  from  the 
weather,  and  with  the  joids  and 
floors  rotting  with  the  wet  that  en¬ 
tered.  The  out-buildings  were  in 
a  fimilar  date  of  decay,  and  their 
repair  was  alike  prohibited.  He 
was  totally  blind  for  many  of  the 
latter  years  of  his  life,  when  his 
chief  enjoyment  was  a  Angle  pint 
of  llrong  beer,  which  he,  ufually 
quaffed  twice  or  thrice  a  week,  at 
the  Duke’s  Head,  at  Great  Bridge, 
about  a  mile  from  his  own  boufe, 
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whither  he  was  led  by  a  boy  that 
eonftantly  attended  him.  For  a  long 
feries  of  time  he  had  a  flrong  an¬ 
tipathy  to  the  making  of  a  will, 
eonlidering  it  as  a  prelude  to  a  fpeedy 
death ;  but  the  arguments  of  his 
late  wife,  whofe  amiable  demeanour, 
and  confequent  influence,  reprelfed 
or  turned  into  a  harmlefs  channel 
many  of  his  Angularities,  and  her 
reprefentations  of  the  unprovided 
ftate  of  his  younger  children  at  length 
prevailed  over  his  prejudices,  and 
induced  him  to  leave  them  hand- 
fome  legacies.  With  all  his  oddities, 
he  had  a  heart  open  to  friendlhip, 
and  has  frequently  given  fubflantial 
proofs  of  his  regard  for  thofe  who 
could  indulge  him  in  them.  His 
landed  eltates,  which  are  pretty  con- 
fiderable,  go  to  his  eldelt  foil,  and 
are  fuppofed  to  have  fuflicient  tim¬ 
ber  on  them,  in  want  of  felling,  to 
pay  the  legacies. 


FEBRUARY. 

^  This  night  after  eleven 
o'clock,  as  the  royal  family 
were  returning  from  the  theatre  to 
Buckingham-houfe,  about  half-way 
up  Pall-Mall,  a  Atone  was  flung  at 
the  coach,  in  which  were  their  ina* 
jefties  and  the  lady  in  waiting,  which, 
after  breaking  the  window-glafs,  and 
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entering  the  carriage,  ftruok  the 
queen  on  the  cheek,  and  fell  down 
into  lady  Harrington's  lap.  The 
king  afterwards  carried  it  with  him 
to  the  queen's-houfe.  An  inveflisa- 
tion  refoeCiina  this  aCt  of  violence, 
took  place  the  next  day  at  the 
ferret  ary  of  date's  office,  Whitehall, 
before  the  duke  of  Portland  and 
the,  magiftrates  from  Bow-fheet,  but 
without  dhcovery. 


Several  cellars  belonging  to  o  , 
the  houfes  in  the  ftreets  which  "  “ 
lead  from  the  Strand  to  the  Thame* 
v/ere  this  day  under  water.  The 
town  of  Maidenhead  was  in  a  dread¬ 
ful  l’tate  from  the  fame  eaufe. 

The  prince  of  Wales  received  ^ 
in  private  the  congratulatory 
compliments  of  both  houfes  of  par-* 
liament,  prefented  by  committees, 
in  conlequence  of  his  royal  high* 
nefs,  from  having  reduced  his  efta- 
blifhment,  being  unable  to  receive 
them  with  the  proper  dignities  of 
his  rank. 

Jn  the  court  of  king's  bench, 

Ben  Lara,  who  had  been  con¬ 
victed  for  defrauding  John  Spicer  of 
lottery  tickets  of  the  value  of  about 
2,oool.  by  giving  him  a  check  upon 
Ar  Robert  Ladbroke  and  co.  who, 
he  pretended,  were  his  bankers,  but 
with  whom  he  kept  no  caA),  was 
brought  up,  to  hear  the  opinion  of 
the  court  on  the  motion  in  arreit 
of  judgment.  Lord  Kenyon  laid, 
that  the  defendant  was  a  very  bad 
man,  and  had  the  conviction  afleCted 
him  in  the  molt  ferious  manner,  he 
fliould  not  have  been  forry  for  it ; 
but  infamous  as  he  was,  the  court 
mult  difpofe  of  him  according  to 
law,  and  he  was  bound  to  fay,  that 
the  judgment  in  this  cafe  ought  to 
be  arrelted.  The  other  judges  agreed, 
and  judgment  was  therefore  anefted, 
and  the  priloner  diicharged. 

This  evening  ^Sunday)  a  , 
ung  woman,  genteely  drelT-  ^ 
ed,  found  means  to  get  into  the 
queen’s  houfe,  and  was  making  for 
the  queen's  apartments,  when  fhfr 
was  difcovered  by  a  fervant,  who 
infifted  on  her  teliino-  her  where  flie 

o 

was  going  to,  when  flie-  replied,  Aie 
was  going  to  her  “  Mother,  Mrs. 
Guelph,  the  queen,”  who  had  got 
fome  writings  belonging  to  her;  and 

if 
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if  her  mother  did  not  give  them  up, 
ihe  would  find  means  to  commit 
feme  horrid  aft.  Upon  which  fome 
of  the  fervants  fecured  her,  and  the 
was  given  into  the  cuftody  of  the 
patrole ;  and  on  Monday  morning, 
at  nine  o’clock,  die  was  brought  ,to 
Bow-ltreet,  and  underwent  an  ex¬ 
amination  before  William  Adding¬ 
ton,  efq.  during  which  die  appeared 
very  much  competed.  She  laid  her 
same  is  Charlotte  Georgina  Mary 
Ann  Guelph.  She  per  lifted  in  the 
ftory  die  told  at  the  queen's  haute, 
the  night  before,  of  the  queen  being 
her  mother,  Ac.  She  farther  fa  id, 
that  the  late  duke  of  York  was  her 
father,  that  fhe  was  bom  at  Rome, 
and  that  (lie  was  fold  to  a  gentle¬ 
man  in  Spain,  Ac.  She  was 
ordered  to  be  confined  as  a 
lunatic. 

„  ,  Carltan-houfe.  —  On  the 
1  ‘  evening  of  Thurfday  laft,  be¬ 

tween  eight  and  nine  o’clock,  her 
royal  highnefs  the  infant  princefs, 
was  chrifteaed  in  the  great  drawing- 
room,  by  his  grace  the  a-rchbiihop 
■of  Canterbury  :  her  royal  highnefs 
was  named  Charlotte  Augufta :  the 
fponfors  were  their  majeities  in  per- 
fsn*  and  her  royal  highnefs  the 
diuchefs  of  Brunfwick,  represented 
by  her  royal  highnefs  the  princefs 
royal. 

,  This  day  came  on  in  the 
1  court  of  king’s  bench,  the 
caufe  of  Jeffreys  x erf  us  Mr.  Walker 
and  others,  commillioners  appointed 
for  liquidating  the  prince  of  Wales’s 
debts,  for  the  fum  of  54,685V.  for 
jewels  fumifhed  by  the  plaintiff  for 
his  royal  highnefs.  Meflrs.  Sharp, 
Elias,  Levi,  and  Dugden,  eminent 
diamond-merchants,  were  called  011 
the  part  of, the  plaintiff,  who  proved 
the  value  of  the  articles  to  be,  un- 
let,  50,997],  jos.;  while  MeAls, 


Crifp,  Duval,  and  Francillon,  on  tile 
part  of  the  defendants,  give  it  as 
their  opinion,  that,  having  examined 
the  jewels,  they  were  not  worth 
more  than  43,700V  excluftve  of  the 
felting  of  a  minature  pifture  of  her 
highnefs.  The  jury,  after  a  quarter 
of  an  hour’s  confideration,  found  a 
verdift  for  the  plaintiff,  50,997V  10s. 

Richard  England  was  put  . 
to  the  bar  at  the  Old  Bailey,  ic 
charged  with  the  wilful  murder  of 
Mr.  Rowlls,  brewer,  of  Kingfton,  in 
a  duel  at  Cranford-bridge,  June  18, 
1784.  Lord  Derby,  the  firfl  witnefs, 
gave  in  evidence,  that  he  was  pre¬ 
fen  t  at  A  feat  races  ;  when  in  the 
ftand  upon  the  race-courfe  he  heard 
Mr.  England  cautioning  the  gentle¬ 
men  prefent  not  to  bet  with  the  de- 
ceafed,  as  he  neither  paid  what  he 
loft  or  what  he  borrowed  ;  on  which 
Mr.  Rowlls  went  up  to  him,  called 
him  rafeal  or  fcoundrel,  and  offered 
to  ftrike  him;  when  England  bid 
him  ftand  oft',  or  he  fhould  be  obliged 
to  knock  him  down,  faying,  at  the 
fame  time,  “  We  have  interrupted 
the  company  fufficiently  here,  and 
if  you  hav-e  any  thing  further  to  lay 
to  me,  you  know  where  I  am  to  be 
found.”  A  further  altercation  en- 
fued;  but  his  lordfhip,  being  at  the 
other  end  of  the  ltand,  did  not  dif- 
tinftly  hear  it,  and  then  the  parties 
retired.  Lord  Dartry  now  lord 
Cremorne,  and  his  lady,  with  a  gen¬ 
tleman.,  were  at  the  inn  at  the  time 
the  duel  was  fought :  they  went 
into  the  garden,  and  endeavoured  to 
prevent  the  duel ;  there  were  feverul 
other  perfons  collefted  in  the  garden. 
Mr.  Rowlls  deftred  his  lordfhip  and 
others  not  to  interfere;  and  on  a 
fecond  attempt  of  his  lordfhip  to 
make  peace,  Mr.  Rowlls  faid,  if  they 
did  not  retire,  he  muft,  though  re- 
luftantly,  call  them  impertinent. 

Mr, 
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Mi*.  England,  at  the  fame  time, 
ilepped  forward,  and  took  off  his 
hat:  he  faid,  “  Gentlemen,  1  have 
u  been  cruelly  treated,  I  have  been 

injured  in  my  honour  and  eharac- 
“  ter  ;  let  there  be  reparation  made, 
“  and  1  am  ready  to  have  done  this 
a  moment/'  Lord  Dartry  retired, 
his  lordfhip  Hood  in  the  bower  of 
the  garden,  until  hefaw  Mr.  Rowlls 
fall.  One  or  two  witneffes  were 
called,  who  proved  nothing  ma¬ 
terial. 

A  paper,  containing  the  prifoner’s 
defence,  being  read,  the  earl  of 
Derby,  marquis  of  Hertford,  Mr. 
Whitebread,  jun.  colonel  Rifhopp, 
and  another  gentleman,  were  called 
to  his  cliara&er.  They  all  fpoke  of 
him  as  a  man  of  decent  gentlemanly 
deportment,  who,  inftead  of  feeking 
quarrels,  was  fiudiousto  avoid  them. 
He  had  been  friendly  to  Englilhmen 
whilrt  abroad,  and  had  rendered 
fome  fervices  to  the  military  at  the 
liege  of  Nieuport.  Mr.  jufti.ce 
Rooke  fummed  up  the  evidence,  en¬ 
tered  on  all  the  legal  cafes  in  point, 
as  laid  down  by  Coke,  Hale,  Holt, 
Raymond,  &c. ;  after  which  the 
jury  retired  for  about  three  quarters 
of  an  hour,  when  they  returned  a 
verdict  —  Guilty  of  manflaughter. 
The  prifoner  having  bed  from  the 
laws  of  his  country  for  twelve  years, . 
the  court  was  dil poled  to  lhew  no 
lenity.  He  was  therefore  fentenced 
to  pay  a  fine  of  one  (hilling,,  and  to 
be  imprifoned  in  Newgate  twelve 
months. 

«  ti  This  day  came  on  the  trial 
of  Kid  Wake  for  hilling  and 
hooting  his  majefty.  See  Appendix 
to  the  Chronicle. 

2ift  Hull. — -After  the  family 

were  gone  to  bed,  a  very 
alarming  fire  broke  out  in  the  inha¬ 
bitable,  part  of  Wrefle  cattle,,  which 


*TJ 

increafed  with  fucli  rapidity,  that* 
before  the  engines  could  be  brought 
from  Ilowden,  a  difiance  of  four 
miles,  the  whole  building  was  on 
fire,  by  which  the  whole  was  en¬ 
tirely  confumed,  except  one  cham¬ 
ber,.  with  the  outer  and  fome  parts 
of  the  inner  walls. 

Laft  week,  at  the  Old  f  ■> 

Bailey,  Mrs.  Phipoe,  who 
had  been  convided  at  a  former  fef- 
fions  for  forcibly  robbing;  Mr.  Cour- 

J  O 

toy  of  a  promifiory  note,  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  two  thouland  pounds,  but 
whofe  cafe  had  been  referred  to  the 
judges,  was  put  to  the  bar,  when. 
Mr.  juftice  Alhhurft  informed  the 
court,  that  the  judges  were  unani- 
moufiy  of  opinion,  that  the  offence- 
of  which  (lie  had  been  convided  did 
not  come  under  the  fiatute  of  the 
2d  of  Geo.  II.  chap.  25;  nor  was 
any  fuch  cafe  in  the  mind  of  the. 
legiflature  at  the  time  they  pafied 
that  law  ;  for  the  paper,  which  file 
had  been  convided  of  extorting, 
could  not  be  faid  to  be  of  any  value 
after  he  had  obtained  his  liberty- 

J 

Befides,  it -was  necefiary,  to  confii- 
tute  the  robbery,  that  the  party 
ihould  have  been  in  peaceable  and 
quiet  pofielfion  of  the  property ; 
which,  fuppofiag  the  paper  of  value, 
the  prolocutor  here  never  had  had  ; 
for  even  the  paper  on  which  the 
note  was  drawn  was  not  his.  The 
judgment  therefore  mutt  be  remind¬ 
ed.  On  her  application  to  be  dit¬ 
ch  ar ged,  her  counlei  informed  her, 
that  Ihe  muft  be  font  back  for  the 
p refen t;  but  if  her  folicitor  came  to 
him,  he  would  inltrud  him  how  to 
proceed. 

As  the  ferry-boat  was  o  , 
crodling  the  river  from  Cora-  ’ 
mo  n-itaithe  quay  to  Old  Lynn,  at 
feven  in  the  evening,  with  about 
thirty  pc ifops  on  board,  it  run  find 
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of  the  cable  of  a  barge,  and  was  un¬ 
fortunately  overfet,  by  which  acci¬ 
dent  it  is  feared  that  upwards  of 
twenty  perfons  have  loft  their  lives  ; 
four  more  mult  inevitably  have 
(hared  the  fame  fate,  but  for  the  vi¬ 
gorous  and  a&ive  exertions  of  one 
of  the  paftengers,  John  Price,  a  faft 
lor,  who,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of 
life,  refcued  them  from  death ;  he 
had  feized  a  fifth,  a  woman,  but  the 
rapidity  of  the  tide  tore  her  from 
him,  and  he  himfelf  had  nearly  pe- 
riihed  in  attempting  to  lave  her.  It 
is  juft  one  hundred  and  fixty-fix  years 
iince  a  fimilar  accident  happened  at 
the  fame  ferry,  when  eighteen  per¬ 
sons  were  unfortunately  drowned. 

Died. — Dr. Samuel  Pegge,  F.S.A. 
lie  was  born  at  Chefterfield  the  5th 
of  November  1704,  N.S.  being  de- 
fcended  from  a  branch  of  the  family 
which  formerly  relided  at  Ofmufton, 
near  Afiiborne,  in  Derbyftiire,  where 
he  was  pofiefied  of  a  patrimonial 
eftate.  He  was  educated  in  the  free 
fchool  at  Chefterfield,  whence  he  re¬ 
moved  to  St.  John’s  college  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Here  he  took  the  degree  of 
A.M.  in  1729.  He  had  the  hono¬ 
rary  degree  of  L.L.  D.  conferred 
Upon  him  at  Oxford  in  1791.  His 
firft  preferment  was  the  living  of 
Godmerlham  m  Kent,  where  he  re¬ 
sided  twenty  years.  In  *1751  be  be¬ 
came  re&or  of  Whittington,  and  af¬ 
terwards  vicar  of  Heath,  both  in 
Derbyfture.  lie  held  a  prebend  in 
the  church  of  Lichfield,  and  another 
in  the  church  ot  Lincoln.  Dr.  Pegge 
died  at  Whittington  on  the  14th  of 
February  1796,  after  a  refidence  of 
forty-four  years,  and  in  the  ninety- 
i'econd  year  of  His  age.  His  writ¬ 
ings  are  numerous,  and  chiefly  to  be 
found  in  the  Archreologia,  and  the 
Gentleman  s  Magazine.  His  atten¬ 
tion  having  been  principally  direct¬ 


ed  to  refearches  into  antiquity,  itt 
this  literary  purluit  the  doctor  ac¬ 
quired  confiderable  eminence  ;  and 
the  various  tracts  which  he  has 
given  to  the  public  will  hand  down 
his  name  with  great  reputation. 
Dr.  Pegge  was  pofiefied  of  a  happy 
equanimity  and  natural  chearfulnefs 
of  temper,  which  neither  his  fequef- 
tered  lituation,  nor  the  gradual  ap¬ 
proach  of  age,  could  greatly  dimi- 
nilh.  He  could  mix  in  fociety  with 
the  utmoft  eafe,  and  enjoy  both  the 
private  converfation  of  his  friends 
and  larger  circles  with  greart;  viva¬ 
city,  almoft  as  long  as  he  was  able 
to  attend  them.  liver  acceffible,  he 
received  his  vifitors  with  all  the 
eafy  maimers  of  one  who  has  palled 
his  lift;  in  a  much  more  public  fili¬ 
ation.  His  aomeftics  found  him  a 
kind  mafter,  and  he  was  held  in 
much  refpeft  by  all  his  parifhioners. 
Sincerity  of  profeftion  and  the  bcft 
intentions  procured  Dr.  Pegge  a 
large  degree  of  efteem  from  many 
whofe  fentiments  differed  from  his 
on  the  fubje£ts  both  of  religion  ahd 
government.  Iiis  happy  c  hear  {ni¬ 
ne  Is  of  temper  he  retained  to  the 
laft,  which  rendered  the  concluding 
fcene  of  his  life  very  eafy  to  him¬ 
felf  ;  and  after  enjoying  a^long  fe- 
ries  of  health,  and  an  almoft  unin¬ 
terrupted  flow  of  fpirits,  and  fuller¬ 
ing  only  a  gradual  decay  of  nature, 
he  had  a  happy  difmiffion  out  of  lile 
at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-two. 

Dr.  Sibthorp,  the  cele-  ^ 
brated  botanift,  in  confe-  * 
quence  of  the  fatigues  he  underwent 
in  his  lecond  (and  laft)  tour  to  Tur¬ 
key  and  the  Grecian  iilands,  in  quell 
of  rare  and  curious  plants.  Mr.  Sib¬ 
thorp  took  his  degrees  of  A.M.  at 
Oxford,  in  the  year  1733 (June  28); 
that  of  B.M.  in  1733  (Dec.  8) ;  and 
that  of  D.M.  in  the  following  year 
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(Jan  *2o).  Some  years  ago  the  uni 
verfity  of  Oxford  chofe  him  to  be  a 
travelling  fellow,  a  defignation  well 
adapted  to  his  favourite  ftudies  and 
purfuits ;  we  find  him  accordingly 
afterwards  in  this  capacity  explor¬ 
ing  a  coniiderable  part  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  continent.  In  1794,  the  doc¬ 
tor  publiihed  his  Flora  Oxonienfis. 
Tie  has  bequeathed  his  valuable  col¬ 
lection  of  plants  and  books  to  the 
botanical  library  at  Oxford,  lie 
has  alfo  left  to  the  univerfity  there 
three  hundred  pounds  per  annum  in 
landed  property,  in  trull,  for  the 
purpofe  of  defraying  the  expences 
which  may  attend  ihe  publication 
♦f  a  Flora  Graeca,  to  be  taken  from 
fpecimens  in  his  own  collection.  On 
the  completion  of  that  work,  the 
doCtor  has  further  bequeathed  the 
fum  of  two  hundred  pounds  per  an¬ 
num  to  be  added  to  the  l'alary  of  the 
Sherardian  profeflor,  on  condition  of 
his  reading  lectures  in  botany  in 
every  term.  While  the  doctor  was 
on  his  travels  in  Germany,  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Gottingen,  in  compliment 
to  his  great  merit  and  abilities,  pre¬ 
sented  him  with  a  degree. 

^  At  Bellevue,  in  Badcnoch, 
'  *  Invernefslhire,  in  his  fifty- 

ninth  year,  Janies  Macpherfon,  efq. 
M.P.  for  Camelford.  His  remains 
were  brought  to  Highgate,  Middle- 
lex,  and  were  eighteen  days  on  the 
road.  At  that  place  the  hearfe  was 
met  by  eight  gentlemen’s  coaches 
•and  fix  mourning  coaches,  and  .with 
this  attendance  the  corpfe  was,  on 
Tuefday  the  15th  of  March,  brought 
to  Weltnnnfter-abbey,  and  interred 
in  the  Poet’s  corner,  near  the  mo¬ 
nument  of  John  duke  of  Argyll,  and 
not  far  from  the  bull  and  tablet  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  Gold- 
fmitli,  which,  we  believe,  was  ereCt- 
ed  at  the.  expence  of  Mr.  M.  who 


wrote  the  epitaph  infcribed  on  tho 
marble.  Mr.  M.  made  fome  noife 
in  his  day  in  the  literary  as  well  as 
the  political  world.  The  firft  pub¬ 
lication  by  which  he  was  diftinguilh- 
ed,  he  called  a  tranflation  of  the 
poems  of  Oflian  the  l'on  of  Fingal, 
which  appeared  in  the  year  1762. 
This  performance  excited  a  long 
and  acrimonious  controverly,  in 
which  Dr.  Hugh  Blair  early  diltin- 
guifhed  liimfelf.  It  produced  fome 
levere  animadverfions  from  Dr. 
Johnfon,  which  the  author  relented, 
and  added  to  his  refentment  fome 
menacing  expreffions,  which  pro¬ 
duced  from  the  doCtor  that  very 
l'pirited  and  intVepid  letter,  which 
Bofwell  has  publiihed  in  liis  me¬ 
moirs.  In  1773  he  publiihed  a 
tranflation  ol  the  Iliad  of  Homer, 
in  the  fame  heroic  profe  with  whicth 
he  had  dignified  the  fon  of  Fingal; 
to  this  work  theTate  fir  John  Eliot 
was  fo  extremely  partial,  that  he 
preferred  it  to  Pope’s,  and  carried 
copies  of  the  book  round  to  all  his 
patients.  Not  fatisfied  with  the 
laurels  he  gathered  in  poetiy,  Mr. 
M.  next  embarked  in  the  character 
of  an  hillorian,  and  in  1771  pub- 
lilhed  an  Introduction  to  the  Hiftory 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and 
in  1773  a  History  of  Great  Britain, 
from  the  reftoration  in  1660  to  the 
accelfion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover, 
in  two  volumes  quarto  ;  the  'chief 
merit  of  this  collection  lies  in  ori¬ 
ginal  extracts  from  the  private  me¬ 
moirs  of  king  James  the  fecond,  and 
their  leading  error  is  party  preju¬ 
dices.  In  1775  he  publiihed  a 
pamphlet,  intituled,  The  Rights  of 
Great  Britain  over  her  Colonies 
afi'erted,  which  divided  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  roynlifts  with  Dr. 
John  ton’s  Taxation  no  Tyranny,  it 
has  been  laid  (with  what  truth  we- 

know 
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know  not)  that  he  obtained  a  pen- 
fion  of  feven  hundred  pounds  per  an¬ 
num  from  lord  North.  He  was  firft 
elected  to  parliament  in  1780,  and 
was  appointed  to  the  lucrative  of¬ 
fice  of  agent  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 
which  he  held  till  his  death. 


MARC  H. 

Norwich.  Laft  week,  as 
1  fome  labourers  were  digging 
in  a  field  at  Lakenham,  they  unco¬ 
vered  about  a  hundred  human  fkulls 
and  bones,  from  a  fpot  of  fixty  fquare 
yards  in  lurface,  and  eighteen  inches 
in  depth.  Some  pieces  of  iron  were 
alfo  found,  and  a  fmall  copper  coin, 
with  an  imprefiion  on  each  fide, 
4t  Norwich,” and  around  it,  u  Charles 
Reeve,  1664.’' 

Dublin. — In  the  court  of  exche¬ 
quer  a  jury  of  merchants,  on  the 
20th  of  February  laft,  gave  lord 
Weftmeath  a  verdiS  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds  damages,  againft  Mr.jprad- 
Ihaw,  fon  of  fir  Henry  Cavendifli 
(who  took  the  name  of  Eradfhaw 
for  a  large  eftate)  for  crim.  con.  with 
lady  Weftmeath.  Lady  Weftmeath 
was  a  Mil's  Jefferys.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  lord  Weftmeath  in  1784,  and 
has  two  children  by  his  lordlhip. 

Armmjtcr.  —  About  nine 
2C  *  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  fire 
happened,  which  deltroyed  about 
eighteen  dwellings,  and  a  methodift 
meeting-houle.  It  is  fuppofed  to 
have  begun  at  a  blackfmith’s.  Pro¬ 
videntially  the  wind  was  north  ;  had 
it  been  in  the  oppofite  quarter,  it  is 
probable  the  whole  town  would  have 
been  deftroyed,  the  houfes  being 
moftly  thatched.  During  the  fire, 
fome  poor  people  were  fo  imprudent 
to  take  part  of  the  timber  of  the 
burning  houfes^  while  in  flames,  for 
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the  purpofe  of  ufing  as  fuel,  which 
they  piled  up  in  their  houfes,  neg* 
lecting  to  have  it  properly  extin* 
guilhed  ;  this  took  fire  the  next  day, 
and  occalioned  the  lofs  of  four  more 
cottages.  From  its  happening  fo 
Lite  in  the  morning,  no  lives  were 
loft ;  but  the  fufferers  will  fuftain 
ferious  injury  in  the  lofs  of  their  ha¬ 
bitations  and  furniture. 

Cork .  —  Laft;  week,  at  a  farm* 
houfe  near  Mallow,  the  lightning 
ftruck  the  chimney  (which  in  its  fall 
killed  a  youth,  aged  nineteen)  tore 
up  a  heavy  flag,  and  fmaftied  it  in 
pieces  ;  killed  an  old  woman,  and  a 
girl  twelve  years  of  age,  and  leverely 
wounded  the  father,  though  no  mark 
of  violence  appeared  on  his  body. 
A  child  in  the  man’s  arms  received 
no  injury.  All  the  nogs,  cats,  and 
fowls  were  killed. 

James  Weldon,  for  high  , 
treafon,  was  executed  in  Dub¬ 
lin.  The  body,  having  been  fuf- 
pended  ten  minutes,  was  taken 
down,  and  the  executioner  proceed¬ 
ed  to  decapitate  the  fame,  which, 
from  terror,  he  did  not  perform  till 
after  feveral  ineffectual  ftrokcs. 

Air.  B.  D.  Cock,  driving  a 
curricle  round  Camden-place  ^ 
near  Bath,  the  Lories,  in  confe- 
quence  of  being  too  much  curbed, 
became  reftive,  and  one  of  them, 
having  broken  the  bar,  fuddenly 
rulhed  over  a  precipice  upwards  or-' 
one  hundred  feet  deep,  by  which  the 
gentleman  was  literally  dallied  to 
pieces,  the  curricle  deftroyed,  and 
the  horfes  killed  on  the  fpot. 

Derby. — What  particular-  ^ 

ly  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  public  at  our  aftizes,  was  a 
charge  againft  a  woman  of  the  name 
of  Ann  Moon,  aged  twenty- four,  for 
the  wilful  murder  of  her  infant 
child,  about  fourteen  months  old. 

The 
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The  circumftances  of  this  murder 
were  as  follow  :  On  Friday  lalt  this 
poor  creature,  who  is  the  wife  of  a 
labouring  man,  was  about  to  heat 
her  oven,  and,  being  Ihort  of  wood, 
had  broken  down  a  rail  or  two  from 
the  fencing  round  the  plantation  of 
a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
foirie  of  her  neighbours  threatened 
her  with  a  profecution,  and  told  her 
fhe  would  be  tranfported  for  it.  This 
much  alarmed  her  mind ;  and  the 
idea  of  being  feparated  from  her 
child,  of  whom  die  had  always  ap¬ 
peared  remarkably  fond,  lb  wrought 
on  her  imagination,  that  Ihe  formed 
the  horrible  defign  of  putting  it  to 
death,  in  »rder  that,  by  furrender¬ 
ing  herfelf  into  the  hands  ofjuffice, 
die  might  be  executed  for  the  mur¬ 
der,  and  fo  be  for  ever  re-united  in 
heaven  to  that  babe  whom  the  had 
oved  more  than  life.  As  loon 
;herelore  as  her  hulband  was  gone 
>ut  to  his  labour,  die  proceeded  to 
)ut  this  diabolical  delign  into  exe¬ 
cution:  die  filled  a  large  tub  with 
vater,  when  the  babe,  1  railing  in  its 
nother’s  face,  difarmed  her  for  the 
noment,  and  die  found  herfelf  un- 
ble  to  commit  the  horrid  faft.  She 
hen  lulled  the  babe  to  deep  at  the 
'read,  and,  wrapping  a  cloth  round 
b  plunged  it  into  the  tub,  and  held 
t  under  water  till  life  became  ex- 
inft ;  then  took  it  out  of  the  tub, 
pd  laid  it  on  the  bed,  and,  taking 
er  hat  and  cloak,  locked  her  lireet- 
oor,  and  left  her  key  at  a  neigh- 
our’s  for  her  hulband,  when  he 
loiild  return  from  his  labour.  She 
ien  proceeded  to  walk  eight  or 
ine  miles  to  a  magiftrate,  and,  re- 
ueding  ad  million  to  him,  told  him 
)e  whole  dory,  concluding  with  art 
irijelt  defire  immediately  to  be  exe¬ 
rted.  She  was  tried  this  morning  ; 

“id,  many  ftrong  indances  of  ini'a- 
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nity  for  fome  years  pad  appearing, 
the  jury  found  her — Not  guilty. 

At  Stafford  allizes,  a  remarkable 
caufe  was  tried,  in  which  Mrs, 
Dockfey,  lifter  and  heir  at  law  of 
the  late  Peter  Garrick,  efq,  of  Litch- 
lield  (brother  to  the  celebrated  Da¬ 
vid  Garrick)  was  plaintiff,  and  Mr. 
Panting,  furgeon  of  that  town,  de¬ 
fendant.  The  defendant  claimed  all 
the  real  and  perform!  property  of 
the  deceafed  (nearly  thirty  thoufand 
pounds)  under  deeds  of  conveyance 
executed  by  Mr.  G.  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-five,  to  the  total  dil- 
inherifon  of  all  liis  relation^  and 
their  families,  and  in  derogation  of 
many  wills  made  in  their  favour, 
the  lad  dated  in  1791.  Mr.  Erlkine 
led  the  caufe  for  the  plaintiff;  and, 
alter  a  mod  eloquent  and  impaffion- 
ed  opening  of  the  cafe,  which  laded 
upwards  of  two  hours,  and  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  feveral  witneffes,  the 
caufe  was  relinquilhed  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant. 

Birmingham. — Binns  and  t 
Jones,  two  delegates  from  lltilp 
the  London  Correfponding  fociety, 
regardlefs  of  the  laws  and  peace  of 
the  country,  delivered  (the  one  at 
the  Swan  in  Swallow-ftreet,  and  the 
other  at  the  Bell  public-houfe  in 
Suffolk -hreet,  in  this  town)  their  . 
inflammatory  lectures;  information 
of  which  being  given  to  William 
Hicks,  elq.  one  of  our  magiflrates, 
he  immediately  repaired,  with  the 
peace-officers,  to  the  illegal  affem* 
blies.  The  meeting  at  the  Swan 
had  broken  up  ;  but  at  th$  Bell 
they  found  Jones  in  a  room  ha¬ 
ranguing  about  feventy  people. 

As  loon  as  lie  faw  the  magidrate, 
he  was  file  fit  .  byt  Mr  Hicks  being 
made  acquainted,  by  feveral  who 
were  prel'ent,  of  the  feditious  lan¬ 
guage  he  had  held,  immediately  Or- 
*  G  dered 
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dered  the  proclamation  againft  dif- 
orderly  meetings  to  be  read,  and 
the  people  in  a  few  minutes  difperl- 
ed.  Jones  was  admoniftred  by  the 
magi  ft  rate,  who  warned  him  to  be¬ 
ware  of  his  conduct  in  future,  as  a 
ft  rift  watch  fhould  lie  kept  over  him 
and  all  his  afTociates. 

Dublin. — A  cruel  murder 

was  committed  at  the  lower 

end  of  Townfliend-ftreet.  A  young 

*  .  . 

man  (a  fi (her mart)  who  by  his  in- 
dud  ry  maintained  an  aged  mother, 
two  children,  and  his  aunt,  lodged 
over  a  Cobler  :  on  Saturday  night, 
after  he  had  prepared  his  boat  and 
nets  for  the  purpofe  of  going  out  to 
lifh  on  the  Sunday  evening,  he  came 
home  to  fupper,  during  which  a  ftool 
in  his  room  chanced  to  fall  down. 
The  noife  difpleafed  the  cobler,  who 
called  out  to  complain  of  it  in  very 
iTide  terms.  The  young  man  laid, 
he  had  a  right  to  do  what  he  pleafed 
in  his  own  room ;  to  which  the 
cobler  replied,  he  would  foon  let  him 
know  he  fliould  not  make  any  noife 
over  Ins  head.  The  fifherman  went 
down  flairs  to  fpeak  with  the  cob¬ 
ler,  but,  feeing  him  coming  towards 
him  with  his  cutting  'knife  in  his 
hand,  attempted  to  go  up  flairs ; 
but,  ere  he  had  gone  halfway,  the 
cobler  Stabbed  him  to  the  heart,  and 
thrul  t  the  knife  with  inch  violence, 
that,  when  the  poor  tellow  got  into 
his  own  room,  and  cried  out  he 
was  murdered,  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  the  knife  could  be  pulled 
out.  He  vomited  a  torrent  of  blood, 
and  expired  immediately.  We  are 
lorry  to  add,  that,  during  the  con¬ 
trition  occafioned  by  this  event,  the 
murderer  made  his  efcape  ;  hut,  as 
diligent  iearch  is  making  after  him, 
it  is  hoped  he  will  be  brought  to 
juft  ice. 


Vienna . — On  the  prefen- 
^  *  tation  of  the  princefs  royal 
of  France,  a  particular  circle  hud 
been  formed  for  the  folemnity,  and 
the  court  was  as  numerous  as  it  was 
brilliant.  The  emprels  prefented 
the  princefs  to  the  ambaiTadors  and 
their  ladies,  and  to  certain  ladies  of 
the  firlt  rank.  After  which  the 
other  minifters  and  nobility  were, 
in  their  turn,  prefented  to  her  royal 
bighnefs,  by  the  grand  miflrefs  of 
her  imperial  majelty’s  court,  by  the 
grand  treafurer  of  the  court,  count 
Dietrichlfein,  and  by  prince  Gavre, 
governor  of  the  princefs’s  court. 
The  princefs  of  France  exceeded 
the  general  expectation  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  Iler  beauty,  her  lenfibility* 
her  grace,  her  affability  and  eafy 
deportment,  excited  at  once  fur- 
prize  and  admiration.  Her  very 
contulion  when  fire  fir  ft  appeared, 
ferved  to  render  her  more  intereft- 
ing.  She  faid  the  molt  flattering 
things  to  field  maribals  Lafcy,  Cler- 
faye,  Colloredo,  and  Pellegrini,  and 
to  count  Trautmanfdortf.  The 
French  emigrants  were  prefented  to 
her  royal  highnefs  by  the  marquis 
de  Gallo,  the  Neapolitan  ambafla- 
dor.  They  were  lix  in  number  :  the 
duke  of  G niche,  captain  of  the 
guards  to  Louis  XVi.  who  diltin- 
guifhed  himlelf  on  the  5th  of  Octo¬ 
ber  1790;  the  marquis  de  Riviere, 
the  11  Ion  del  of  his  matter;  count  de 
Gourci,  count  de  Merci,  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  la  Vaupaliere,  and  M.  D’Ai- 
chepar.  Amongft  the  other  French 
and  foreigners,  who  were  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  princefs,  were  the 
duke  of  Richelieu,  count  de  Ferlen, 
the  chevalier  Mayer,  lo  well  known 
for  his  literary  productions  ;  the 
bilhop  of  Nanci,  alike  celebrated 
for  his  virtues  and  his  talents  ;  the 
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ducbefs  de  Guiche,  who  died  tears ; 
the  countels  de  Vauban,  and  the 
countels  d’Oudenarde.  The  pre- 
fence  of  thefe  faithful  and  unfortu¬ 
nate  nobles  contributed  not  a  little 
to  render  the  feene  peculiarly  inte- 
refting. 

,  Brijlol. — Lately  a  young 

4  *  Newfoundland  dog,  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  farmer  at  Gurney-llade, 
Somerfetlhire,  returning  from  a  field 
fome  difiance  behind  his  rnafter, 
palling  a  child  while  eating  its  fmali 
pittance  of  repall  on  the  threfhold 
of  a  door,  the  dog,  with  eagernefs  to 
obtain  the  food,  ravenoully  fnapped 
the  child’s  hand  oft'  about  an  inch 
above  the  wrilt. 

l6th  Derby.  —  At  the  afiizes, 

which  ended  this  morning, 
Sufannah  Morton,  aged  twenty- 
three,  for  the  wilful  murder  of  her 
baitard  child,  and  James  Prefion, 
aged  feventy,  for  aiding,  abetting, 
and  aftifting  her  to  commit  fuch 
murder,  received  fentence  of  death, 
and  are  ordered  for  execution. 

18th  On  Saturday  Lift,  David 

Downic,  fentenced  to  fuffer 
death  at  Edinburgh  for  high  trea- 
lon,  was  liberated  from  his  confine¬ 
ment  in  the  cattle,  in  confeq  nence  of 
the  remiftion  granted  by  his  majefty 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  jury. 
The  terms  of  the  remiftion  are,  that 
be  fliall  depart  from  his  majefty ’s 
dominions  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land  within  ten  days  after  being  let 
it  liberty,  and  never  be  found  there- 
n  during  all  the  days  of  his  natural 
ife,  under  pain  of  the  former  fen- 
;ence  being  put  into  execution  a- 
^aiaft  him  ;  unlefs  he  fliall  obtain  a 
ieence  for  that  purpofe  under  the 
oyal  fign  manual. 

fcoth  This  ^ay  camQ  on>  af 
'  '  Kingfton  aftizes,  the  trial  of 
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captain  Brereton  Watfon,  for  the 
murder  of  major  Sweetman,  in  a 
duel,  which  took  place  in  January, 
at  Cobham.  Captain  Watlon,  ftill 
*  very  ill  of  his  wound,  was  carried, 
on  a  fofa  covered  with  black,  into 
court.  The  furgeons  refilling  to  be 
examined,  through  fear  of  implicat¬ 
ing  themlelves  in  the  crime  with 
which  the  prifoner  Hood  charged, 
the  trial  was  very  lhort,  and  the  re- 
fult  was,  that  captain  Watfon  was 
acquitted. 

On  Monday  at  one  o’clock 
the  court  martial  aftembled  24l". 
at  the  Horfe-guards,  to  pafs  fentence 
on  colonel  John  Fenton  Cawthorne, 
of  the  royal  Weftminfter  regiment 
of  militia.  A  certificate  was  read 
from  Dr.  Reynolds,  Rating  the  colo¬ 
nel’s  indifpofition,  and  confequebt 
inability  to  attend.  The  judge  ad¬ 
vocate  then  intimated  his  majefty ’s 
pleafure,  •  that  fentence  fhould  be 
pronounced,  notwithstanding  the  ab- 
l’ence  of  the  prifoner.  'I  he  opinion 
and  fentence  of  the  court  upon  the 
different  charges,  fourteen  in  num¬ 
ber,  were  then  read.  They  charged 
the  prifoner  with  appropriating  to 
his  own  ufe  the  marching  guineas; 
with  peculation,  receiving  money  to 
excufe  perfons  from  ferving  in  the 
mftitia,  and  putting  it  in  his  own 
pocket  without  providing  lubfti- 
tutes,  &c.  On  twelve  of  the 
charges  he  was  adjudged  to  have 
aded  in  a  fcandalous  and  infamous 
manner,  unbecoming  the  character 
of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,-  and 
he  was  therefore  fentenced  to  be 
cafhiered ;  and  declared  incura¬ 
ble  of  ever  ferving  his  majefty  in 
future.  The  fentence,  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty ’s  order,  is  to  be  given  out  in 
general  orders,  and  read  at  the 
head  of  every  militia  regiment  in 
the  kingdom. 

*C2  This 
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This  evening,  about  fix 
5  '  o’clock,  a  dilagveeable  acci¬ 

dent  happened  in  Greek-ltreet,  the 
coriner  of  Compton-fireet.  Two 
men,  intoxicated  to  a  great  degree, 
aflaulted  every  perfon  they  met ; 
and  one  of  them,  who  had  a  ham¬ 
mer  in  his  hand,  ftruck  a  paflenger 
on  the  head  with  it,  near  the  eye, 
which  was  beat  in  by  the  blow. 
They  were  at  length  fecured,  and 
carried  to  the  office  in  Marlborough- 
ffireet,  whence  they  were  removed 
to  Tothill-fields  bridewell. 

eoth  As  J.  Lainafon,  a  prumif- 
°  *  ing  youth,  between  fourteen 

and  fifteen,  apprentice  at  tbe  dye- 
houfe  of  Mr.  John  Bennett,  in  Exe- 
ifland,  and  fop  of  Mr.  Lainafon, 
confectioner,  on  the  new  bridge, 
Exeter,  had  juft  turned  the  water- 
pipe  belonging  to  one  of  the  fur¬ 
naces,  be  iuddenly  fell  backwards 
into  a  large  copper  of  hot  liquor, 
which  boiled  over  him  twice  before 
it  was  in  the  power  of  human  af- 
filiance  to  extricate  him  from  the 
horrid  fituation  into  which  lie  had 
unfortunately  plunged.  He  was, 
when  taken  out,  literally  flead  alive ; 
notwithftanding  which,  he  lived  per¬ 
fectly  fenfible,  though  amid  the  rnoft 
excruciating  torments,  till  about  fe- 
ven  in  the  evening. 

? ^  Mr.  Halhed  has  thought 

1  proper  to  dilpofe  of  all  his 
Onentai  rnanufcripts,  which  he  ac¬ 
quired  with  great  labour  and  ex¬ 
pence.  Theie  manufcripts  the.Bri- 
tifh  Mufeum  has  very  laudably  pur- 
c  haled. 

A  remarkable  fiffi  was  lately  ex¬ 
hibited  m  York.  In  length  it  mea- 
fivred  thirteen, feet,  in  depth  one  foot 
one  inch,  and  in  its  greatelt  tliicknefs 
only  three  inches  :  though  deft  1  lute 
of  fcales,  it  had  four  itripes  (ftretch- 
ing  its  whole  length)  rough,  with 


fmall  protuberances,  and  covered 
with  a  filming  filvery  film,  refem- 
bling  the  natatora  bladder  of  a  her¬ 
ring.  The  face  and  infide  of  its 
mouth  (which  had  no  teeth)  were 
black  t  the  tongue  was  fmooth  and 
loft,  and  the  eye  meafured  in  dia¬ 
meter  one  and  three-eighths  of  an 
inch,  the  iris  being  of  a  filver  white. 
The  head,  from  its  front  to  the  co¬ 
ver  of  the  gills,  inclulive,  was  ex¬ 
actly  feven  inches  in  length.  The 
gills  confided  of  fix  rays  ;  and  the 
ventral  fins,  which  had  each  only 
a  fingle  ray,  a  foot  in  length,  were 
red,  and  lay  under  thole  of  the 
breaft,  which  confided  of  twelve, 
and  were  white.  The  anus  lay  five 
feet  diftance  from  the  head :  there 
was,  however,  no  anal  fin.  The 
dorfal  fin,  having  upwards  of  three 
hundred  rays,  reached  the  whole 
length  of  the  animal,  and  was  ©f  a 
crimfon  colour.  The  fide  line  de- 
feended  with  an  eafy  curve  from  the 
head  towards  the  belly,  to  which  it 
ran  parallel  at  three  inches  diftance, 
till  nearly  touching  the  tail,  when 
it  again  curved  gently,  and  termi¬ 
nated  with  the  bone. 

Died. — Sir  William  Cham-  , 

hers,  lurveyor  general  of  the  ^ 
board  of  works,  fellow  of  the  royal 
and  antiquarian  focieties,  treafurer 
of  the  royal  academy,  and  knight 
of  the  polar  ftar,  Sweden.  See  Cha¬ 
racters. 

At  Paris,  in  his. , eighty- 
fourth  year,  the  abbe  flaynaf. 

He'  walked  on  foot  to  Paris  a  week 
before  his  death.  He  got  cold, 
which  was  followed  by  a  catarrh. 
He  kept  his  bed  fome  days.  On 
the  6th  of  March  he  got  up,  fhaved 
and  d  relied  himfelf.  At  fix  in  the 
evening  he  went  to  bed,  heard  a 
newspaper  read,  and  made  fome 
critical  obfervations  upon  the  ope¬ 
rations 
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yoti-ons  announced  in  the  paper. 
At  ten  he  died.  The  abbe  Jtaynal 
may  with  real'on  be  conlidered  as 
-one  of  the  authors  of  the  French 
revolution,  from  the  republican,  de¬ 
mocratic,  and  licentious  principles, 
which  are  interfperfed  throughout 
his  celebrated  hiftory  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  fettlements  in  the  two  Indies; 
and  recommended  by  every  grace 
and  allurement  of  ltyle.  Shocked 
at  the  dreadful  effects  produced  by 
Jiis  own  writings,  in  the  month  of 
May  1 79 1 ,  the  abbe  appeared  vo¬ 
luntarily  at  the  bar  of  the  national 
aflembly,  and  boldly  expoftulated 
with  them  on  their  ralh  and  ruinous 
meafures.  They  had,  he  told  them, 
literally  followed  his  principles,  and 
reduced  to  praftice  the  reveries  and 
gbftrabled  ideas  of  a  philofopher, 
without  having  previoufly  adapted 
and  accommodated  them  to  men, 
times,  and  circumftances.  In  the 
ylofe  of  this  addrefs,  which  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  evident  marks  of  dif- 
pleafure  and  difiatisfaefion,  he  ex- 
prefied  his  indifference  as  to  the 
pains  and  penalties  he  might  incur 
by  his  confidence*  he  being  then  on 
the  verge  of  fourfeore. 
j  th  -^t  his  houfe,  in  Percy- 
ftreet,  Rathbone -place,  Mr. 
Stephen  Storace,  the  compofer,  a 
man  ot  conliderable  genius  and 
great  (kill  •  and  better  acquainted 
with  the  jeu  du  theatre  than  any 
living  mulician.  Mr.  Storace,  bom 
in  1763,  was  the  fon  of  Mr.  S.  S.  a 
native  of  Italy,  who  married  the 
daughter  of  Trufler,  the  proprietor 
oi  Marybone-gardens,  l’o  much  fam¬ 
ed  for  making  “  rich  feed  cakes  and 
Epping  butter.”  In  the  early  part 
?1  his  life  he  difeovered  a  llrong 
propenfity  for  mufic,  which  his  fa¬ 
ther  took  fuch  pains  to  cultivate, 
that  at  the  age  of  ten  or  eleven  he 
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was  able  to  perform  the  mod  diffi¬ 
cult  folo  of  Tartini  and'Giardini  on 
the  violin,  with  the  greateti  preci- 
fion.  According  to  the  fafhion  of 
the  times,  he  was  placed  in  a  con - 
fervaturi ,  or  mufical  college,  ill  Italy ; 
and  thinking  the  ftudy  of  compofition 
more  rel’pedable  than  fc raping  cat¬ 
gut,  he  turned  his  whole  attention 
to  the  theory  of  compofition.  The 
proficiency  he  made,  we  are  enabled 
to  judge  of  by  his  early  productions  : 
be  wrote  his  bell  compofition,  the 
Jinale  to  the  fir  It  aft  of  the  Pirates, 
while  at  Vienna;  and  moll  of  the 
pieces,  for  which  he  has  lince  been 
fo  greatly  admired,  during  his  reli- 
dence  upon  the  continent.  Return¬ 
ing  to  England,  he  relided  feme  time 
at  Bath  ;  but  finding  no  opening 
there,  or  in  London,  at  that  time, 
he  was  induced  to  give  up  his  mufi¬ 
cal  purliiits,  and  turn  his  attention 
to  drawing,  an  art  for  which  he  al¬ 
ways  had  a  predilection.  His  in¬ 
troduction  to  Druiy-lane  theatre 
was  occalioned  by  the  friendlhip  of 
Mr.  Kelly,  who  had  known  him  in 
Italy.  I11  this  lituation,  he  found 
ample  fcope  for  his  abilities :  and 
the  public  thought  fo  favourably  of 
his  tafte,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  greater  prices  for  feme  of  hi$ 
operas  from  the  mufic  dealers  than 
were  ever  given  before,  although 
they  chiefly  confided  of  compilations. 
His  operas  of  the  greatell  popu¬ 
larity  are,  The  Haunted  Tower, 
The  Siege  of  Belgrade,  and  No  Song 
no  Supper.  Asa  compofer,  he  had 
nltich  fire  and  fpirit,  though  little 
originality.  His  chief  merit  lay  in 
his  quarteitos  and  finales.  The  me¬ 
lodies  of  his  airs  were  generally  plea- 
fant,  though  not  always  confonant 
with  the  fentiments  of  the  poet. 
An  attack  of  the  gout  in  his  head 
foatched  our  young  compofer  from 
*C  3  tho 
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the  world,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
three.  He  married  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Hail,  the  engraver,  by  whom  he 
has  left  feveral  children. 

,  At  the  Hague,  Peter Pau- 
*  lus,  pretident  of  the  firft  na¬ 
tional  convention  there,  and  one  of 
the  principal  authors  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion  in  Holland. 


A  P  11  I  L. 

^  At  the  lad:  affizes  at  Leicef- 
ter,  the  only  caufe  of  import¬ 
ance  which  came  on  to  be  tried, 
was  an  action  for  crim.  con.  in 
which  the  rev.  John  Thoroton  was 
plaintiff,  and  Mr.  John  Whitchurch, 
an  apothecary  and  man-midwife,  de¬ 
fendant:  the  jury  found  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff,  two  thoufand  pounds 
damages.  It  is  fomewhat  remark¬ 
able,  that  the  lady’s  enamorato  is 
near  fixty  years  of  age;  the  is  juft 
twenty-four,  and  her  hufband  about 
her  own  age,  by  whom  fhe  has  three 
children ;  the  defendant  is  a  mar¬ 
ried  man,  and  has  eighteen  chil¬ 
dren.  .  k 

The  intimation  of  the  firft  per¬ 
formance  of  a  piece  afcribed  to  the 
pen  of  Shakfpeare  produced  this 
night  the  eft’ed  which  might  natu¬ 
rally  have  been  expected  in  a  me¬ 
tropolis  filled  with  his  admirers. 
At  four  o’clock  the  doors  of  the 
theatre  were  befieged;  and,  a  few 
minutes  after  they  were  opened,  the 
pit  was  crowded  folely  with  gentle¬ 
men.  Before  fix  not  a  place  was 
to  be  found  in  the  boxes,  and  the 
paffages  were  filled.  The  play  of 
Vortigern  was  announced  for  repre- 
fentation  as  the  produdion  of  our 
immortal  bard  ;  but  the  tale  of  its 
long  concealment  and  happy  re¬ 
covery  was  not  heard  without  fuf- 


picion  ;  which  his  votaries  wifhed 
to  heighten  into  immediate  incre¬ 
dulity.  The  town,  however,  retained 
its  candour;  and,  we  believe,  the 
predominant  i’entiment  in  the  au¬ 
dience,  on  this  evening,  was  a  wifli 
to  welcome  with  rapture  the  reco¬ 
vered  offspring  of  their  beloved 
Shakfpeare.  A  play  was,  there¬ 
fore,  performed,  founded  in  fome 
degree  on  the  hiftorical  account  of 
the  ambition  Vortigern,  the 
ufurper  of  Britain  ;  his  murder  of 
Conftantius  ;  his  alliance  with  the 
Saxons  ;  and  his  pafiion  for  Rowena, 
the  daughter  of  the  Saxon  chief. 
The  events  are  warped  into  a  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  of  Macbeth, 
Richard  III.  &c.  with  the  inad¬ 
vertency  of  a  copyift,  who  was  more 
intent  on  imitating  the  language 
than  the  genius  of  Shakfpeare. 
The  charaders  are  luch  as  would 
not  have  been  drawn  by  that  afio- 
nithing  writer  in  the  exercife  of  his 
ul'ual  faculties.  He  is  remarkable  in 
feldom  borrowing  from  himfelf.  The 
play  is  deftitute  of  all  thofe  gigantic 
metaphors, and  bold  allufions,  which, 
approaching  the  limits  of  pofiibility, 
affonifii  and  alarm  our  imaginations 
into  a  fympathy  with  his  1’ublime 
conceptions.  The  language,  though 
evidently  an  imitation,  is  infinitely 
beneath  the  original,  which  poffeffes 
an  aptitude,  a  facility,  and  harmony, 
which  has  never  beenfurpafi’ed.  The 
audience  betrayed  l'ymptoms  of  im¬ 
patience  early  in  the  reprelentation  ; 
but,  finding  its  tafie  infulted  by 
bloated  terms,  which  heightened 
the  general  infipidrty,  its  reafon 
puzzled  by  difcordant  images,  falfe 
ornaments,  and  abortive  efforts  to 
elevate  and  affonilh ;  pronounced 
its  fentence  of  condemnation,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  play ;  and  we  ap¬ 
prehend,  that  Vortigern,  if  it  be 
>'*  '•  publifhed. 
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published,  will  rank  in  character, 
though  wot  in  merit,  with  the  per¬ 
verted  and  furpriiing  labours  of  the 
unfortunate  Chatterton. 

.  Yellerday  came  on  at  Glou- 
^  K  cefter  aflizes,  the  trial  of  Mrs. 
Mary  Reed,  charged  with  the  wilful 
murderof  her  hulhand  William  Reed, 
efq,  in  the  month  of  May  1794?  at 
Swanley,  in  the  parifh  of  Berkeley. 
By  the  evidence  of  Robert  Edgar, 
it  appeared  that  Watkins  (Mrs. 
Reed’s  brotheY)  and  Mrs.  Reed,  had 
long  concerted  a  plan  to  murder 
Mr.  Reed  by  poifon ;  that  Edgar 
was  averfe  to  it,  though  he  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  in  cafe  of  Reed’s  death, 
he  was  to  have  married  the  widow. 
An  illicit  connexion  had  certainly 
fubfilted  between  them.  Mr.  Brook, 
of  Briftol,  agent  to  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change  company,  proved  Watkins 
coming  to  him  about  infuring  the 

C5  O 

life  of  Mr.  Reed,  whom  he  after¬ 
ward  faw  in  company  with  his 
wife  and  three  children :  he  then 
appeared  in  perfect  health  :  his  life 
was  inlured  for  l'even  years,  and  a 
premium  of  48I.  17s.  6d.  was  paid 
on  the  2 2d  of  April  1794,  which 
film  was  to  be  annually  paid  for 
(even  years  ;  and  in  cafe  of  Mr. 
Reed’s  death  in  that  time,  his  widow 
was  to  receive  2000I.  On  the  18th 
of  the  next  mo(uth  Mr.  Reed  died, 
having  been  cruelly  beat  about  the 
head,  while  in  bed,  by  Watkins,  who, 
a  few  days  after,  killed  himfelf. 
Air.  Jenner,  furgeon,  of  Berkeley, 
depofed  Ris  being  called  in  to  Mr. 
Reed,  in  confequence  of  the  wounds, 
he  received  ;  which  he,  however, 
did  not  think  were,  the  caufe  of  hi,s 
death,  but  fuppofed  to  be  occafioned 
by  fome  poifori  adminiitered  ;  that, 
on  opening  the  body,  he  found  the 
ltomach  inflamed,  and  fonie  liquid 
in  it,  fome  fpoonsful  of  which  he 
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gave  to  two  dogs,  and  it  killed 
them.  Several  other  witnefies  hav¬ 
ing  been  examined,  Mr.  juilice  Law¬ 
rence,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  de¬ 
feat)  ted  upon  the  teftimony  of  the 
witnefles  with  the  niceit  diferimi- 
nation  ;  when  the  jury  withdrew, 
and  after  an  abfence  of  an  hour 
and  a  quarter,  returned  with  a  ver¬ 
dict —  Not  guilty;  at  which  the 
court  were  evidently  liirprifed. 
trial  lulled  feventeen  hours. 

The  new  charter  of  North¬ 
ampton,  this  day  brought  from 
London  by  the  mayor,  was  met  at 
the  foot  of  the  bridge  by  the  cor¬ 
poration  with  great  ceremony,  and 
conducted  to  the  Guildhall  amidfy 
the  congratulations  of  the  tovvnf- 
men  on  the  re-eftabliihment  of  their 
ancient  privileges*  and  the  fecurity 
and  protection  alforded  to  the  poor. 

This  day  came  on  at  Portf-  , 
mouth,  the  trial  of  admiral  / 
Cornwallis,  for  difobedience  of  orders. 
See  Appendix  to  Chronicle. 

On  Tuefday  came  on  at  the  , 
feflions-houfe,  in  Clerkenwell,  ^ 
the  trial  of  Airs.  Phipoe,  who  ftood 
indi&ed  for  an  aflault  on  Mr.  Cour- 
toy.  Some  months  ago  llie  was 
tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  on  a  charge 
of  felonioufly  and  forcibly  obtain¬ 
ing  from  the  faid  Air.  Courtoy  a 
promiflory  note  for  2000I.  but  her 
cafe  being  left  to  the  twelve  judges, 
they  decided  in  her  favour,  a  pro- 
miflbry  note  not  being  confidered 
as  a  thing  of  value  ;  hut  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  detained  for  the  aflault, 
which  the  gave  bail  to  anfwer. 
'Rhe  fame  circumftances  were  ad¬ 
duced  in  evidence  againft  her  as  at 
the  Old  Bailev,  and  on  which  the 
jury  found  her  guilty.  The  chairman 
fhen  faid,  that  tRe  court  wopld  take 
time  to  confider  the  fentence,  and 
ordered  her  to  be  brought  up  the 
*Ci  "  k"  laft 
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laft  day  of  feffions.  Accordingly 
this  day  file  was  brought  into  court 
to  receive  lenience,  which  was  that 
Hie  be  impnibned  in  Newgate  for  the 
term  of  twelve  calendar  months, 
loth  "1  his  morning,  about  three 
o’clock,  a  molt  cruel  and  in¬ 
human  tnurder  was  perpetrated  on 
the  body  of  Mrs.  Ann  Sawyer,  wife 
of  Mr.  William  Sawyer,  the  king’s 
barge  mailer,  at  his  houfe,  Bilhop's 
Walk,  Lambeth.  The  villains  had  fu  ll 
broken  open  the  houfe,  and  packed 
up  all  the  valuables  they  could  find, 
but  Mrs.  Sawyer  hearing  a  noife  in 
the  houfe,  had  got  up  to  fee  what 
was  the  matter,  when  they  knocked 
her  down,  (tabbed  her  in  feveral 
places,  and  put  one  of  her  eyes  out. 
This  noife  awoke  the  fervant,  and 
fhe  got  up  and  called  the  watch, 
when  they  all  made  oft'  in  a  boat 
without  their  booty. 

Mrs.  Sawyer  was  at  the  extreme 
age  of  eighty  years.  Mr.  Sawyer 
is  yet  older,  and  fo  completely 
fuperannuated,  as  not  to  have  heard 
any  thing  of  the  noife  which  was 
neceflarily  made  in  the  houfe  at 
the  time  the  dreadful  ad  was  per- 
petrated. 

11th  Letters  from  Smyrna  un¬ 

fortunately  advife  us  of  the 
conflagration  of  4000  warehouses, 
entirely  belonging  to  Ottoman  mer¬ 
chants,  the  value  of  which  is  efti- 
mated  at  four  millions  of  piaftres. 

°th  Bath. — A  piece  of  ground, 

^  *  which  was  formerly  deviled 

to  the  poor  of  Priddy  on  Mendip 
Hills,  is  likely  to  produce  l'uch 
a  quantity  of  rich  lead  ore  as 
will  purchafe  the  fee-fimple  of  the 
whole  parifli.  It  was  difcovered  in 
digging  ftones  for  a  well,  and  is  in 
fuch  abundance,  up  to  the  clay,  that 
eone  man  cleared  out  half  a  ton,  in 
$he  conrfe  of  twelve  hours,  laft  week. 


Two  of  the  officers  belong¬ 
ing  to  Bow-ftreet  arrived  in 
town  from  Liverpool  with  Henry 
Wefton,  who  is  charged  with  com¬ 
mitting  divers  forgeries  on  the 
bank  of  England  to  the  amount  of 
17,000k  lie  had  got  to  Liverpool, 
and  fent  his  luggage  on  board  the 
Hedor,  bound  for  St.  Vincent’s  in 
the  Well  Indies,  which  (hip  had 
got  down  to  a  pi  ice  called  the  Gut, 
about  feven  miles  below  Liverpool, 
and  was  to  have  failed  the  next 
morning.  The  officers  found  him 
in  bed  at  Bates’s  hotel,  with  a  brace 
of  loaded  piitols  by  bis  fide.  On 
their  road  to  town,  Wefton  found- 
means  to  conceal  a  cafe-knife  in 
his  pantaloons,  and  on  changing 
chailes  at  the  King’s-head,  Iioun- 
flow,  he  requefted  to  go  to  the 
privy,  where  he  cut  his  own  throat, 
but  miffing  one  of  the  arteries,  did 
not  efted  his  purpofe. 

A  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
at  Frampton,  Dorfetfhire,  20  * 
which,  in  about  two  hours,  nearly 
confumed  the  whole  of  the  build¬ 
ings  north  of  the  church.  Very 
little  furniture  was  faved,  fo  that 
the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  feek 
refuge  in  the  neighbouring  parifhes. 
This  misfortune  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  occafioned  by  fome  (parks  blown 
from  the  leads  of  the  church,  which 
was  repairing  by  the  plumber. 

St.  N cat's. — A  lad  being  on  horfe- 
back,  and  the  . animal  taking  flight, 
was  dragged  in  the  itirrup  and  killed. 

A  poft-chaife,  with  three  ladies 
therein,  being  overturned,  and 
thrown  down  a  bank  twenty-two 
feet  nearly  perpendicular,  the  ladies 
were  terribly  cut,  and  the  chaife 
dafhed  to  pieces.  This  accident, 
which  happened  between  Wifbech 
and  Ely,wras  in  confequence  of  three 
drivers  racing  oh  the  road.  The 
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pofl-boy  belonging  to  the  chaife  in 
which  the  ladies  were,  feeing  the 
carriage  mull  go  down,  -very  care¬ 
fully  dismounted  and  Saved  himfelf. 

n  ,  Advice  was  received  at  the 

1  !■ 

Admiralty,  brought  by  lieu¬ 
tenant  Crifpe,  of  the  Telemachus 
cutter,  of  the  capture  of  the  enter- 
prizing  fir  Sidney  Smith,  commander 
of  his  majefty’s  Ship  Diamond,  on 
the  coaft  of  France.  Having,  on 
the  1 8 th  inftant,  boarded  and  taken 
a  lugger  privateer,  belonging  to  the 
enemy,  in  Havre-de-Grace  haibour, 
by  the  boais  of  his  Squadron,  then 
on  a  reconnoitring  expedition,  and 
the  tide  making  llrong  into  the 
harbour,  fhe  was  driven  above  the 
French  forts,  who,  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  the  19th,  difcovering,  at  break 
of  day,  the  lugger  in  tow  by  a  firing 
of  Englifii  boats,  immediately  made 
tlie  fignal  of  alarm,  which  collected 
together  feveral  gun  boats  and  other 
armed  velfels,  that  attacked  the 
lugger  and  Britifh  boats ;  when', 
after  an  obftinate  refiftance  of  two 
hours,  fir  Sidney  had  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  of  being  obliged  to  furrender 
himfell  prifoner  of  war,  with  about 
fixteen  of  his  people,  and  three 
officers  with  him  in  the  lugger.  The 
Diamond  frigate  is  fafe,  but  could 
afford  her  commander  no  afliftance, 
there  not  being  a  breath  of  wind 
during  the  whole  of  this  unfortunate 
tranf  a&ion  ;  we  are  happy  to  add, 
that  only  four  Britifh  feamen  were 
killed,  and  one  officer  and  fix  feamen 
flightly  wounded.  The  feamen  were 
immediately  thrown  into  prifon  on 
their  landing ;  and  fir  Sidney  under¬ 
went  a  long  examination  before  the 
French  commandant,  after  which 
he  was  ordered  to  be  conveyed,  under 
a  ftrong  efcort,  to  Paris.  The  fol- 
lqwing  were  amongfl  the  officers 
captured  with  fir  Sidney  Smith ; 


Meflrs.  W.  Moore,  R.  Kenyon,  and 
R.  Barrow  :  one  of  thele  was  wound¬ 
ed.  Four  of  the  feamen  were  killed, 
and  fix  llightiy  wounded^  When  the 
officers  on  board  the  Diamond  heard 
of  the  difafler  which  had  befallen 
their  gallant  commander,  they  Sent 
a  flag  of  truce  into  Havre,  to  en¬ 
quire  whether  he  was  wounded,  and 
entreating  that  he  might  he  treated 
with  kindnefs.  The  governor  re¬ 
turned  in  anfw'er,  that  fir  Sidney  was 
well,  and  that  he  fhould  be  treated 
with  the  utmoft  humanity  and  atten¬ 
tion.  The  French,  it  appears,  warped 
out  another  lugger  of  Superior  force 
againfl  that  captured  by  fir  Sidney 
Smith  in  Havre-de-Grace  harbour, 
with  which  they  engaged  him,  for 
a  confiderable  time,  with  fo  much 
heavier  metal,  that  rendered  all  his 
refiftance  ineffectual,  and  therefore 
compelled  him  to  ftrike. 

This  night  the  counting-  , 
houfe  of  Mr.  M ingay,  of  ^ 
Smithfield  (who  in  the  interim  was 
fpeaking  to  a  friend  in  the  hack 
room  on  the  fame  floor)  was  broke 
open,  and  a  bag  of  gold,  contain¬ 
ing  1*200  guineas,  which  had  been 
placed  in  readinefs  to  fend  to  his 
bankers  in  the  morning,  was  taken 
clear  off. 

In  confequence  of  a  pub-  ^  , 

lication  addreffed  bv  lord  " 

v 

Malden  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  of  Leominfter,  the  duke 
of  Norfolk,  accompanied  by  capt. 
Womb  well,  of  the  firft  Weft  York 
regiment  of  militia,  and  lord  Mal¬ 
den,  accompanied  by  capt.  Taylor, 
aid  de  camp  to  his  royal  highnefs 
the  duke  of  York,  met  on  Saturday 
evening  in  a  field  beyond  Padding¬ 
ton.  The  parties  having  taken 
their  ground,  and  the  word  being 
given  by  one  of  the  feeonds,  they 
fired  without  effeCl.  The  feeonds 

then 
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then  thought  proper  to  offer  their 
interference-,  and,  in  confequence  of 
&-  eonverfation  which  palled  while 
the  parties  were  on  the  ground,  a 
reconciliation  was  effected. 

At  Peufey,  Backs,,  a  fwan  fitting 
©n  her  eggs,  on  one  fide,  of  the  river, 
©hferved  a  fox  fwimming  towards 
her  from  the  oppofte  fide  ;  rightly 
judging  die  coaid  belt  grapple  with 
the  fox  in  her  own  element,  the 
plunged  into  the,  water,  and  after 
heating  him  off  home  time  with  her 
winas,  at  length  fucceeded  in  drown- 
mg  him. 

At  Mofs-band,  near  Longtovvn, 
Cumberland,,  the  water  lately  (in 
feme  high  tides)  entered  a  houfe, 
wherein  was  an  old  woman,  who 
had  lain  there  bed- ridden  for  twenty 
years.  The  reft  of  the  family 
eft' aping,  from  a  fenfe  of  danger 
operating  forcibly  on  her  mind,  the 
woman  recovered  the  ufe  of  her 
limbs,  and  has  retained  the  fame 
ever  finer. 

Lately,  near  Mai  don,  Effex,  an 
eel  was  taken  meafuring  five  leet 
fi*  inches  in  length,  17  inches  in 
girth,  and  weighing  26  pounds;  the 
largeft  of  the  fpecies  ever  caught  or 
described  in  natural  hifiory. 

Diet). — 6th.  At  Aberdeen,  in 
his  77th  year,  George  Campbell, 
I>.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Edin.  late/ principal 
and  profeffor  of  divinity  in  the 
Mankind  college  and  univeriity  of 
Aberdeen,  and  one  of  the  minifters 
of  Aberdeen.  He  was  author  of — 
1.  A  Diffettation  on  Miracles  :  con¬ 
taining  an  examination  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  advanced  by  David  Hume, 
efq.  in  an  eflay  on  miracles,  8vo. 
176*2.  2.  The  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel 

neither  a  Spirit  of  Superftition,  nor 
of  Enthufiafm.  A  Sermon  preached 
before  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  April 
3*  177  ij  Svo.  3.  The  Philo fophy 
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of  Rhetoric,  2  vefis.  Svo.  1776^. 
4.  The  Nature,  Extent  and  Import¬ 
ance  of  the  Duty  of  Allegienc.e.  A 
Sermon,  preached  at  Aberdeen,  Svo. 
1 777-  5*  The  Sueeefs  of  the  Firft 

Publifhers  of  the  Gofpel  a  Proof  of 
its  Truth.  A  Sermon,  preached  at 
Edinburgh,  j  tine  6,.  1777,.  before  the 
Society  for  propagating  Chriftian 
Knowledge,  8vo.  1777*  6.  A11 

Add  refs  to  the  People  of  Scotland 
upon  the  Alarms  that  have  been 
railed  in  regard  to  Popery,  Svo. 
1 779-  7-  The  Four  Gofpels  tranf- 

lated  from  the  Greek,  with  prelim i- 
naryDiliertations,  and,  Notes,  critical 
and  explanatory,  2’vols.  410,  1789.. 

In  St.  Patrick's  hofpital*,  ,, 
Dublin,  aged  106,.  Nanny  10 
McDaniel.  She  poffeffed  her  faculties, 
to  the  laft  moment,  and  through  life 
enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  good  ftate, 
of  health.  This  woman,  when 
young,  married  a  foldier,  and  at¬ 
tended  his  fortune  in  the  field,  where, 
on  the  plains  of  Fontenoy,  he  fought 
for  honour,  and  fell,  and  left  her  a 
widow  with  two  children.  The 

humanity  of  her  late  htifbands 
%) 

colonel  enabled  her  and  children  to. 
reach  Ireland ;  another  foldier  was 
her  lot,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of 
Prefton  Pans,  where  flie  was  pre¬ 
fect,  and  had  a  fon  alfo  killed  111 
the  field,  whofe  wife  and  child  were 
in  the  camp.  On  her  return  to 
Dublin,  flie  was  appointed  by  the 
governors  a  fervant  in  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  Dean  Swift,  and  was  the 
firft  perfon  that  ever  flept  in  that 
hofpital,  where  fhe  remained  ever 
fince.  The  governors  had  fuper- 
annuated  her  home  years,  and  fup- 
ported  her  with  decency  and  com¬ 
fort  to  her  death. 

In  Doctors  Commons, 

George  Harris,*  D.  C.  L.  fon 
of  Dr.  John  H.  bifiiop  of  Landaff, 

chancellor 
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chancellor  of  the  diocefes  of  Dur 
ham,  Hereford,  and  Landaff,  and 
commifiary  of  EfiTex,  Herts,  and 
Surrey.  He  has  left  a  large  fortune, 
which  lie  has  chiefly  bequeathed  to 
public  charities,  io,oool.  to  the  YVelt- 
minller  lying-in-hoipital,  donations 
[equally  liberal  to  feveral  others,  and 
the  refidue  (l’uppoled  to  be  40,oool.) 
to  St.  George’s  hofpital.  He  was 
the  tranllator  of  Juftinian’s  Infti- 
tutes,  4to.  1756. 

-  At  his  houfe  in  Stafford- 
“l  *  row,  Pimlico,  aged  89,  Ri¬ 
chard  Yates,  efq.  the  celebrated 
comedian,  in  which  his  fame,  in  the 
parts  of  old  and  grotelque  characters 
specially,  was  eminently  great.  He 
was  remarkable  for  pure  and  chafte 
idling  up  to  the  words  of  his  author 
with  a  ferupulous  attention ;  the 
more  remarkable,  as  performers  of 
this  cult  of  adting  frequently  intro- 
luce  their  own  humour,  with  what 
may  be  called  the  liccntia  hiftrionicci 
rf  the  drama.  He  excelled  alfo  in 
teaching  or  making  an  adtor,  in  a 
higher  degree,  perhaps,  than  any 
me  of  his  time.  He  was  married, 
firft,  to  a  woman  who  was  rich  ; 
;econdly,  to  Mifs  Anna-Maria  Gra¬ 
ham,  who  had  been  introduced  to 
bis  tuition  by  Mr.  Garrick,  and  with 
bira  Hie  firft  came  on  the  itage  at 
Birmingham.  Mr.  Y.  died  fud- 
ienly.  He  had  been  very  well,  as 
dual,  for  fome  time,  and  had  breuk- 
'alted  heartily.  Having  ordered  eels 
or  dinner,  when,  unfortunately,  they 
could  not  be  had,  his  warm  and 
laltv  temper  could  ill  bear  the  dii- 
ippointment ;  and  from  anger  be 
jvorked  himle'lf  up  to  rage.  His 
loufekeeper,  zealous  to  pleafe  him, 
■Vent  out  a  long  way,  and  brought 
ome  ;  ere  Hie  returned,  exhaufted 
vith  fatigue  of  fpirits,  he  Had  leaned 
ris  head  upon  the  table,  and  foe 


found  him  dead.  He  was  born  in 
London. 

Aged  102,  Mrs.  Su.  Mills,  who 
had  lived  in  good  health  molt  of  her 
days  in  a  Lockhoule,  on  the  Bungay 
navigation  (furrounded  with  water 
in  the  winter  feafon.) 


M  A  Y. 

Liverpool. — The  grand  tun-  _ 
nel  on  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
canal,  between  Coin  and  Burnley, 
was  lately  opened.  The  heavielt 
failing  veffiel  was  forty  minutes  in 
palling  through.  The  length  of  the 
tunnel  is  1630  yards;  in  height  it 
is  nearly  18  feet,  and  in  width  17 
feet.  The  work  was  planned  by 
Mr.  Whitworth,  and  executed  by 
Mr.  Fletcher  with  great  refolution 
and  ingenuity,  in  delpite  of  extraor¬ 
dinary  difficulties.  It  is  confefiedly 
the  moft  complete  work  of  the  kind 
in  the  Britilh  dominions. 

This  day  a  fiorm  of  thunder  was 
remarkably  tremendous  in  the  weft- 
ern  part  of  Suflex.  At  Pulbbrough  a 
barn  was  fet  on  fire  by  the  lightning, 
and  entirely  conlumed.  Luckily  it 
contained  only  l’even  quarters  of 
oats.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
above  place,  the  peas  in  the  fields 
were  confiderably  injured  by  a  heavy 
fall  of  hail,  which  accompanied  the 
thunder. 

A  few  days  ago,  as  a  groom  was 
combing  a  race-horle  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Beverley,  in  Yorkfliire, 
the  animal  became  fo  irritated  as 
to  catch  hold  of  the  man’s  fide  with 
his  teeth,  and  tear  away  the  flefii 
in  lo  foocking  a  manner,  as  to  render 
his  bowels  and  entrails  vifible.  The 
poor  fellow’s  recovery  is  much 
defpaired  of. 


•  Mr. 
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*  Mr.  Bond  moved  for  the 
^  *  judgment  of  the  court  of  king’s 
Bench  againft  Iiabella  Williams. 
This  per  ton  was  a  woman  of  very 
genteel  appearance*  and  it  was  rather 
a  novel  fpechicle  in  the  court,  and 
excited  a  good  deal  of  furprife,  to 
hear  that  fhe  had  fallied  for th  at 
the  head  of  twenty  men,  armed  with 

%j  7 

fwords,  piftc/ls,  and  tomahawks,  had 
affattlted  and  obftructed  two  revenue 
officers  in  the  execution  of  their 
©*$ice*and  had  refcued  a  lugger  con¬ 
taining  nncuftomed  goods  near  Bod¬ 
min.  Lord  Ken  von  laid  this  was 
a  very  difrreffing  cafe  to  the  court. 
Mr.  juftice  Alhhurft  obferved,  that 
if  this  woman  were  to  go  unpunifhed 
<m  account  of  her  lex  he  was  afraid 
this  fort  of  bufmefs  would  pal’s  into 
female  hands*  and  that  men  would 
withdraw  tbemfelves  from  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  pnnilhment.  The  court,  how¬ 
ever,  had  taken  her  fex  into  confide- 
ration*  and  meant  to  pals  a  lighter 
puniforoent  than*  perhaps*  for  the 
fake  of  example,  they  ought.  Her 
fentenee  was,  to  be  committed  to 
the  jail  of  the  county  of  Cornwall* 
for  twelve  calendar  months. 

An  important caufe  came  on 
*  to  be  tried  in  tire  common  pleas, 
in  confequenee  of  an  ifftre  directed 
from  the  court  of  chancery  on  the 
cgueftfon  of  fat'd,  whether  the  late 
earl  of  Orford  devifed  by  his  left 
will  any  lands  and  effects  to  the 
earl  ©f  C hoi mondeiey .  The  cafe  is 
briefly  this.— On  the  *2 5th  of  No- 
vTm ber*  1 7 5  >,  the  earl  of  Orford 
made  a  will,  in  which  he  bequeathed 
Iris-  principal  e Oates,  after  the  de- 
EDtife  of  his  immediate  heir,  the 
piefent  earl  of  Orford,  to  the  earl 
of  Oholinondeley.  whofe  grand¬ 
father  had  married  the  daughter  of 
his  a  no  eft  or,  fir  Robert  Walpole, 
the  Orff  earl  of  Orford.  In  1756, 


the  earl  of  Orford  mrufo  a  fecond 
wifi,  in  which  he  changed  the 
order  ©f  fuccefbon*  and  gave  a  pre¬ 
ference  over  the  earl  of  Cholmon- 
deley  to  Lord  Walpole,  who  is  de- 
icended  in  a  direct,  line  from  the 
fecond  brother  of  the  fiift  earl  of 
Orford. — This,  of  courfe,  annihi¬ 
lated  the  firli  will ;  and,  had  no¬ 
thing  farther  occurred,  no  queftion 
could  have  arifen  on  the  fubjeCt. 
But,  in  1776,  twenty  years  after 
the  fecond  will  was  made,  the  earl 
of  Orford  figned  a  codicil,  the  pur¬ 
port  of  which  was  to  make  various 
provifions  which  had  been  omitted 
in  his  wills,  and  declared  this  co¬ 
dicil  to  be  a  codicil  to  his  laft  will, 
figned  on  the  25th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1752.  On  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff,  it  was  contended  that  this 
codicil,  which  was  duly  framed'  and 
attefted*  was  a  revival  and  fetting 
up  of  the  will  to  which  it  referred ; 
and  that*  of  eourfe*  that  will  re¬ 
tained  the  fame  force  and  effect, 
as  if  the  fecond  will  had  never 
been  made.  On  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  it  was  maintained,  in 
the  firft  place,  that  the  codicil  was. 
deftitnte  of  thofe  forms*  exprefsly 
required  by  the  ftatute  of  wills, 
which  could  alone  give  it  the  effect, 
of  reviving  a  firft  will  in  preference 
to  a  fecond,  where  a  real  eftafe  was 
devifed;  and,  1'econdly,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  teftator  to  an¬ 
nex  the  codicil  to  the  fecond,  and 
not  to  the  firft  will.  To  eftablifh 
thefe  points,  it  was  propofed  to 
adduce  parol  evidence'  ;  but  the 
court  interfered  ;  and  were  unani¬ 
mous  in  their  opinion,  that  the 
eftablifhed  law  of  the  land  forbade 
the  admiftion  ©f  parol  evidence  to 
contradict  a  written  and  perfect 
inftrument,  fuch  as  the  will  and 
codicil  together  appeared  to  be  ; 

lhat 
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that  the  word  lajl,  on  which  the 
counfel  for  the  defendant  had  laid 
fo  much  lire fs,  was  an  exprellion 
which  had  no  determinate  mean¬ 
ing  until  the  death  of  the  teftator, 
when  it  operated  to  explain  the 
intended  lall  a6t  of  his  life  ;  that 
neither  the  will  of  1752,  nor  the 
will  of  175(1,  was,  in  fact,  a  will 
until  the  teftator  was  dead ;  that  an 
alteration  of  the  date  of  the  codicil 
would  be  making  a  new  difpolition 
for  the  dead,  which  no  court  upon 
earth  wars  entitled  to  do  ;  the  only 
power  veiled  in  a  court,  on  the 
iubjedt  of  wills,  being  that  of  ex¬ 
plaining  the  intention  of  the  de¬ 
cided,  which,  in  this  cafe,  was 
perfectly  clear  ;  that  wills  ought 
only  to  be  eonftdered  as  ambulatory 
inltrurrients,  fubjed  to  the  pleafure 
of  the  owner,  and  to  be  ufed  by 
him  as  bis  judgment  or  caprice 
might  dired ;  and  that  the  will  of 
1752  was  aldolutely  revived,  and 
made  his  lull  ad  by  the  codicil  of 
1776.  The  jury,  agreeing  with  the 
court,  found  a  verdid  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff;  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
earl  of  Cholmondelev  will  fucceed, 
at  the  death  of  the  prefent  earl  of 
Orford,  to  an  eftaie  of  the  annual 
value  of  io,oool.  excluftve  of  the 
magnificent  feat  at  Houghton, 
which  is  iuppofed  to  have  coft  up¬ 
wards  of  2oo,oool.  and  feme  other 
property. 

The  judgment  of  the  court 
of  king’s  bench  was  moved  for 
by  the  attorney  general  againft  Kyd 
W  ake,  the  journeyman  printer,  who 
grolsly  intuited  and  abufed  the  king 
•u  his  way  to  the  parliament  boufe, 
m  October  luft,  when  juftice  Afh- 
hurff  pronounced  fentence  as  fol¬ 
lows,  after  addrelling  the  prifoner 
P11  the  enormity  of  his  crime,  and 
the  frivoloufnels  as  well  us  futility 


of  his  defence  :  “  That  you  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  cuftody  of  the  keeper 
of  the  penitentiary  houfe  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Gloucefter,  «nd  he 
kept  to  hard  labour  for  the  1’pace  of 
five  years;  and  within  the  firft  three 
months  of  that  time,  that  you  ftai?d 
in  and  upon  the  pillory  for  one  hour, 
between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  two 
in  the  afternoon,  in  fome  public  ftreet 
in  Gloucetler,  on  a  market  day ;  and 
that  }'OU  give  lure  ties  in  1000I.  for 
your  good  behaviour  for  the  term  of 
ten  years  to  be  computed  from  the 
expiration  of  the  laid  five  years; 
and  that  you  be  further  imprifoned 
till  you  find  the  laid  fureties.” 

This  day  a  c.uufe  came  on  in  the 
court  of  king’s  bench,  which  de- 
ferves  the  attention  of  fome  ladies 
and  gentlemen  at  the  weft  end  of 
the  town,  as  well  as  the  niagiftrates 
of  Weltminfter.  The  action  was 
brought  on  a  note  of  hand  for  12L 
Mr.  M ingay,  for  the  defendant,  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  puh- 
lican,  and  lived  near  Carnaby-mar- 
ket ;  and  that  the  defendant  was 
formerly  a  butcher,  but  now  had 
alfo.  become  a  publican.  The  anfwer 
that  he  had  to  make  to  this  demand 
was,  that  the  conlideration  of  this 
note  was  money  won  at  play. 

It  appeared  clearly  in  evidence, 
that  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  fat 
down  in  the  plaintiff’s  houfe  to  play 
at  whiff  on  a  Sunday  morning;  and 
that  the  defendant  Loft  12I.  for 
which  he  gave  the  plaintiff  the  note 
in  queftion,  payable  in  eighteen 
months.  It  was  alfo  proved,  that 
the  plaintiff  had  afterward  offered 
to  fell  this  note  to  a  third  perfon 
for  two  guineas.  Lord  Kenyon,  in 
humming  up,  lamented  that  gaming 
had  fo  deeply  pervaded  the  whole 
mafs  of  the  public.  i  It  is  extremely 
to  be  lamented/  faid  his  lordlhip, 

*  that 
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‘  that  this  vice  has  defcended  to 
the  very  loweft  orders  of  the  people. 
It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  it  is  fo 
prevalent  among  the  higheft  ranks 
of.  fociety,  who  have  let  the  ex¬ 
ample  to  their  inferiors,  and  who, 
it  teems,  are  too  great  for  the  law. 

I  with  they  could  be  punifhed.  If 
any  profccutions  are  fairly  brought 
before  mey  and  the  parties  are  jvjlly 
convictedy  whatever  may  be  their  rank 
or  jtation  in  the  country ,  though 

THEY  SHOULD  BE  THE  UIllST  LADIES 

in  the  land,  they  (hall  certainly 
exhibit  themj elves  in  the  pillory. 
When  I  fpeak  of  the  higheft  claffes 
of  fociety,  I  mull  be  underftood  to 
mean  jut  jeers  ;  for  thefe  obfer  Na¬ 
tions  do,  in  no  refped,  apply  to 
thole  of  the  very  highell  rank  in 
this  country  ;  who  hold  out  for  the 
imitation  of  their  fubjects,  the 
brighteft  example  of  every  public 
as  well  as  private  virtue/ — Verdict 
for  defendant. 

Northampton.  —  The  following 
dreadful  accident  happened  a  few 
days  lince  to  Mr.  J.  Robinfon,  horfe- 
hreaker,  ill  Peterborough  •:  having 
a  young  colt  in  training,  the  animal 
began  on  a  Hidden  to  plunge,  by 
which  means  the  rider  was  thrown 
from  his  feat  with  fuch  violence,  as 
to  feparate  the  ribs  from  the  back¬ 
bone.  The  unfortunate  man  is  at¬ 
tended  by  an  eminent  furgeon,  and 
there  are  hopes  of  his  recovery. 

,  This  day  came  on  at  the 

I I  U  Old  Bailey,  the  trial  of 

Crgfsfteld,  for  high  treafon.  See 
Appendix  to  Chronicle.  > 

.  Henry  Wefton  was  capi- 
1^‘  K  tally  convicted  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  of  forging  and  uttering  a 
warrant  of  attorney,  by  means  of 
which  he  transferred  5,000].  three 
per  cent,  ftock,  the  property  of  ge¬ 
neral  Tonya.  He  had  like  wife  trans¬ 


ferred  ii,oool.  of  the  fame  ftock 
belonging  to  the  general ;  but  he 
was  ‘indicted  only  for  the  former. 
The  fab!  being  fully  proved,  a  let-* 
ter,  written  by  the  prifoner  to  his 
employer,  Mr.  Cowan,  on  his  ab- 
feouding  from  London,  was  read  in 
court.  It  mentioned,  that  he  (the  pri¬ 
foner)  had  loft,  by  fpec ulating  in  the 
funds,  7, pool,  entrufted  to  his  care 
by  fir  Hugh  Pallifer  Walters,  hart, 
that  he  afterwards  had  ventured  im- 
menfe  firms  in  lpeculation  at  Mefl’rs. 
Mack  ay  and  Forbes’s,  and  continu¬ 
ing  ftill  unlucky,  he  had  recourfe 
to  the  gaming-table,  where  his  ill- 
fortune  followed  him,  and  he  was 
under  the  neceflity  of  impofing  on 
the  credulity  of  Mr.  Cowan,  by 
forging  two  powers  of  attorney  in 
the  name  of  general  Tonyn,  the  one 
for  ii,oool.  the  other  tor  5,000!. 
ftock,  belonging  to  that  gentleman. 
That  he  had  paid  an  immenfe  fum 
to  Mr.  C.  K.  at  Forbes’s,  belide 
lofing  i,6ool.  in  the  Lift  lottery, 
and  other  great  Ioffes  which  lie  had 
experienced  at  different  gaming¬ 
tables.  'l'he  letter  then  took  no¬ 
tice  of  feveral  debts  which  were 
owing  to  him,  and  concluded  by  a 
declaration,  that  he  was  fo  dread¬ 
fully  affected  by  his  mile  on  dud, 
that  he  could  live  no  longer,  with 
the  words,  ‘  God  forgive  me/  fign- 
ed  Henry  Wefton.  The  prifoner  be¬ 
ing  called  upon  for  his. defence,  made 
none.  Several  rdpedable  gentlemen 
were  called  to  his  character,  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  which,  prior  to  the  fatal 
trail  factions  that  preceded  his  ruin, 
was  manifeft  to  the  whole  court. 
The  judge  fummed  up  the  evi¬ 
dence;  and  the  jury  returned  the 
verdict,  guilty.  When  it  was  pro*’ 
nounced,  the  prifoner  addrefied  the 
court  as  follows  :  “  I  hear  the  ver¬ 
dict  againft  me  with  a  calmnefs  and 
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Tefignation  I  am  happy  in  polfefimg 
upon  fo  awful  an  occalion.  1  hope 
the  numerous  young  men  who  fur- 
round  me  will  take  example  by  my 
fate,  and  avoid  thofe  excelles  which 
have  brought  me  to  ruin  and  dif- 
grace,  and  that  thole  farther  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years  will  be  cautious 
of  indulging,  with  too  unlimited  a 
controul,  perlbns  at  too  early  a 
period  of  life.  At  the  time  I  was 
ulhered  into  life,  I  poflelfed  that 
controul  over  property,  the  value 
of  which  I  could  not  juftly  eftimate, 
from  which  I  date  my  prefent  dread¬ 
ful  fituation.  The  juftice  of  my 
condemnation  I  acknowledge,  and 

o  7 

fb all  fubm.it  to  it  with  patience,  and 
I  hope  with  fortitude.0 

^  ,  An  action  was  brought  in 
1  ’  the  court  of  king’s  bench,  by 

lord  Valentia  again!!  iNl r.  Gawier, 
for  crim.  con.  with  lady  Valentia. 
The  damages  were  laid  at  io,oool. 
Mr.  Erfkine,  with  his  ulual  ability, 
hated  the  cafe,  and  the  criminal 
couverfation  was  clearly  proved  from 
the  evidence  of  a  maid  fervant,  lady 
Lucy  Maxwell  (his  lordlhip’s  filter), 
and  others.  The  defence  let  up  was, 
that  lord  Valentia  not  only  winked 
at,  but  in  fume  meafure  promoted 
the  incontinency  of  hjs  wife.  Lord 
Kenyon  delivered  an  excellent  charge 
to  the  Jury,  and  they  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  ‘>,oool.  damages. 

Birmingham- — On  the  morning 
ot  Friday  the  13th  of  this  month, 
the  Peak  Hills  in  Derbyfhire  were 
covered  with  fnow  near  four  inches 
deep,  the  contrail  between  which, 
and  the  green  thorn  fruit  trees  in 
lull  bloom,  formed  a  lpedtacle  novel 
and  linking.  .  ^ 

There  has  lately  been  difeovered 
at  Wallingford  an  old  painting,  on 
°ak,  of  our  Lord’s  latl  entrance 
iiUo  Jerufalem,  which  has  been 
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ufed  as  a  chimney-board,  and  was 
near  being  thrown  into  the  fire; 
but  turns  out  an  original  of  the 
great  Raphael’s.  The  drawing, 
exprelhon,  and  arrangement,  alto- 
nilh  all  who  have  leen  the  picture. 
Connoifieurs  lar  and  near  are  going 
to  its  owner  continually  to  behold 
this  line  piece,  refeued  by  accident 
from  oblcurity  and  the  flames,  and 
likely  to  produce  no  inconhderable 
fum  by  its  lale.  Several  hundred 
pounds  have  already  been  otfered 
for  it  and  refilled. 

An  information,  filed  by 
the  attorney  general,  at  the  2oth* 
command  of  his  mujelly,  in  co«fe- 
quence  of  a  refolution  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  again  ft  John  Reeves, 
efq.  for  publifhiug  a  libel  on  th& 
Britilb  confritution,  was  tried* — The 
libel  was  contained  in  a  pamphlet, 
entitled,  thoughts  on  the  Lnglifh 
government.  Of  this  pamphlet  the 
defendant  was  charged  to  be  die 
author  and  publilher,  which  was 
admitted. — After  a  forcible  charge 
from  lord  Kenyon,  the  jury  with¬ 
drew,  and,  after  being  out  an  hour, 
returned,  and  laid,  “  My  lord,  the 
“  jury  are  of  opinion,  that  the  book 
“  publifhed  by  Mr.  J.  Reeves,  is  a 
“  very  improper  publication  ;  but 
“  not  thinking  his  intention  was 
“  that  attributed  to  him  in  the 
“  indictment,  we  find  bin; — Not 
“  guilty." 

A  very  melancholy  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  tranladtiori  took  place  this 
day.  Lord  Charles  Town  (head,  and 
his  brother  lord  Frederick  Townf- 
hend,  fons  to  the  marquis  Towfif- 
hend,  had  been  to  Great  Yarmouth, 
for  which  place  lord  Charles  had 
been  juft  chplen  representative ;  they 
arrived  in  town  yellerday  morning 
about  fix.  o’clock,  and  when  they 
had  reached  Oxford-llreet,  near  the 

Pantheon. 
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Pantheon,  the  poft-boys  flopped  to 
enquire  where  the  bifhop  of  Briftol, 
to  whole  houfe  they  had  been  or¬ 
dered  to  drive,  lived ;  when  lord 
Frederick  jumped  out  of  the  chaife, 
and  ftruck  one  of  the  boys,  which 
gave  rife  to  an  altercation,  that 
drew  together  feveral  perfons  who 
were  palling  by.  Among  thefe  was 
a  coachman,  to  whom  lord  Frederick 
particularly  addreffed  himfelf ;  in- 
lifting  upon  it  that  he  knew  where 
the  bifhop  lived;  and  on  the  man 
p  rot  citing  that  he  did  not,  his  lord- 
ihip  abided  him  with  great  violence  ; 
and,  with  the  mo  ft  deplorable  marks 
of  infinity,  threw  off  his  coat, 
waiftedut,  andlhirt,  and  challenged 
him  to  light.  Unable  to  provoke 
the  man  to  a  cOnteft,  he  walked  lei- 
finely  away  towards  Hanover- fquare, 
when  fonie  perfons  w fie-'  had  been 
attentive  to  the  whole  feene,  looked 
into  the  carriage,  and  law  a  lifelels 
body  on  the  feat,  which  proved  to  be 
the  corpfe  of  lord  Charles,  Lord 
Frederick  was  immediately  purlued, 
and  being  taken  near  the  end  of 
Swallow-ftreet,  was  conduced  to  a 
neighbouring  watch-houfe,  whither 
the  body  of  bis  brother  was  alfo 
conveyed.  As  loon  as  the  niagif- 
trates  at  the  Police-office  in  Marl¬ 
boro  ugh -ftreet  were  apprized  of  the 
circuinftance,  they  ordered  lord 
Frederick  to  be  brought  before  them, 
together  with  the  poll i lions  who 
drove  him  to  town.  His  lordlhip, 

*  when  interrogated  on  the  melan¬ 
choly  fubjed,  betrayed  the  molt  un¬ 
equivocal  fymptoms  of  a  mental 
derangement,  and  it  became  ne- 
eefiary  for  the  magiftrates  to  apply 
to  the  poftiiltons  for  the  information 
they  wanted.  From  their  evidence 
it  appeared,  that  about  leven  miles 
from  town,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ilford, 
one  of  them  had  heard  the  report 


of  a  piftof,  when,  looking  round,  he 
faw  lord  Frederick  throw  a  pil’toi 
out  of  the  chaife  window  ;  but  he  did 
not  flop  to  inquire  the  cauie  of  it. — 
This  was  all  that  could  be  collected 
till  the  evening,  when  the  agitation 
of  lord  Frederick  had  fubfided,  and 
he  had  recovered  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  compofure.  Lord  Frederick 
then,  on  being  afked  concerning  his 
brother's  death,  faid,  they  had  been 
difeuffing  a  religious  fubjed,  and 
lord  Charles  took  a  piftol  and  blew 
out  his  own  brains,  and  that  he  had 
endeavoured  Jo  deftroy  himfelf,  but 
his  piftol  failed.  The  mayor  of 
Yarmouth  was  prefent,  and  declared 
that  their  lordfbips’  condud  at  that 
place  appeared  that  ot  madmen, 
which  induced  him  to  follow  them 
to  town,  being  fearful  fome  accident 
might  happen.  The  evidence  of 
the  fervants,  refpeding  the  condud 
of  their  lordfhips*  was  iimilar  to  the 
above.  A  piftol  was  found  unloaded 
in  the  carriage,  which  appeared  to 
have  been  juft  fired.  The  piftol 
which  had  put  an  end  to  the  life  of 
lord  Charles,  had  been  placed  in  his 
mouth,  and  loaded  with  two  Hugs 
or  balls,  one  of  which  perforated 
the  fkull ,  and  the  other  was  ex- 
traded  from  the  mouth.  Neither  , 
the  teetb  nor  tongue  were  injured, 
fo  that  it  is  evident  that  no  violence 
had  been  nfed  in  the  introdudion  of 
the  fatal  inftrument,  and  the  death 
of  lord  Charles  might  not  impro¬ 
bably  be  an  ad  of  his  own  com¬ 
mitted  in  a  paroxyfm  of  phrenzy* 
Laft  night  the  coroner’s  inqueft  (at 
on  the  body  ;  when,  after  a  long 
examination,  the  jury  brought  in  a 
verdid — “  That  the  deceaied  had 
been  killed  by  a  piftol  ball,  but  from 
whofe  hands  unknown." 

At  the  admiralty  leffions 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  William 

and 
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and  John  Mitchell  were  brought 
to  the  bar,  under  an  indictment 
for  murder,  committed  on  the 
high  feas,  upon  the  bod}?  of  Colin, 
alias  Ezekiel  Franklin.  The  cir- 
eumftances  of  this  cafe,  as  hated 
by  the  counfel  for  the  profecution, 
were  marked  with  the  g  reate  ft  enor¬ 
mity.  The  prifoners  were  owner 
and  matter  of  the  veftel  John  and 
Elizabeth,  of  thirty-fix  tons  burden. 
This  v  eft  cl  was  lying  at  Jerfey  in 
December  laft,  when  the  Somerfet 
fencibies  were  difcharged.  The 
quarter-matter  of  that  regiment 
agreed  with  the  owner  of  the  vefi’el 
to  convey  one  hundred  and  twenty 
of  the  foldiers  to  England,  and  to 
fupply  them  with  water.  When  the 
veifel  left  Jerfey,  the  had  only  two 
hogftieads  of  water  on  board.  In 
the  paft'uge  between  Jerfey  and 
Guernley,  the  paftengeis  were  in 
great  want  ol  water,  and  in  anfwer 
to  their  complaints,  the  matter  al¬ 
lured  them  that  they  Ihould  get  a 
plentiful  luppiy  at  Guernfev,  which 
they  reached  on  the  fame  day  that 
they  let  fail.  Thei  mafter  would 
not  permit  any  of  them  to  go  on 
ihore  that  evening.  Next  morning 
he  gave  them  liberty,  but  had  it  not 
been  lor  the  luppiy  they  received 
from  l’ome  veflels  lying  along  fide 
of  them,  they  would  have  been 
parched  to  death  during  the  night. 

I  hey  lei t  Guernley  with  a  very  in¬ 
adequate  luppiy,  and  on  their  paf- 
Gge  to  England  were  overtaken  bv 
a  ftorni.  When  the  gale  lprang 
UP>  the  captain  and  mafter  forced 
Hie  whole  one  hundred  and  twenty 
paflengers  into  the  hold,  and  nailed 
down  the  hatchway.  While  they 
were  about  this  operation,  one  of 
die  prifoners  thinking  that  Colin 
•  ranklin  was  not  making  hafte 
enough,  beat  him  violently,  and 
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thruft  him  down  headlong,  by  which 
means  he  was  feverely  bruited.  In 
this  Imall  hold,  tliele  one  hundred 
and  twenty  people  remained  all 
night  without  any  communication 
either  of  air  or  water,  though  they 
were  conftantly  calling  out  to  the 
captain  for  God’s  fake  to  bring 
them  fome  relief.  In  this  horrible 
ftate  many  of  them  becarhe  deliri¬ 
ous,  and  beat,  bruifed,  and  ftabbed 
one  another.  When  the  ftorm 
abated,  the  hatchway  was  opened, 
and  no  lefs  than  fifty-feven  perfons 
were  found  dead,  among  whom  was 
Colin,  alias  Ezekiel  Franklin,  who 
leemed  to  have  fullered  lome  very 
fevere  contulions,  charged  to  have 
been  given  by  the  owner  and  mafter 
of  the  veftel.  The  principal  fafts 
were  proved;  but  it  appeared  from 
the  evidence  that  the  prifoners  were 
neceftitated  by  the  ftorm  to  ihut  up 
the  paflengers  iri  the  hold,  and  it  did 
not  appear  whether  Franklin  had 
died  in  confequence  of  the  confine¬ 
ment,  or  the  blows  given  him  by 
his  companions,  or  the  rough  ufage 
lie.  received  from  the  owner  and 
mafter  of  the  veftel.  The  court 
delivered  a  charge  favourable  to  the 
prifoners,  and  the  jury  brought  in  a 
verdiFt — Not  guilty. 

Yefterday  and  this  day 
there  was  a  very  heavy  gale  3°th. 
of  wind  from  the*'  louth-weft, 
which  bl,ew  in  gulls  with  uncom¬ 
mon  violence.  Much  damage  was 
fuftained  in  many  parts  of  the  mev 
tropolis  by  the  blowing  down  of 
chimneys,  untiling  houfes  ;  and  in 
fome  of  the  environs  of  the  town 
many  trees  were  torn  up  by  the 
roots.  In  Dcan’s-yard,  Wellminfter, 
part  of  the  old  ruinous'  buildings 
came  down  by  the  violence  of  the 
wind  with  a  great  cralh.  Luckily 
it  had  been  fome  time  ftnee  railed 
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and  paled  in,  fo  that  no  perfon  was 
near  enough  to  receive  any  damage. 
In  St.  James’s  Park  more  than  a 
dozen  large  trees  were  torn  up  by 
the  roots,  add  the  foliage  of  others 
were  feattered  in  every  direction. 
The  p affage  to  Spring- gardens  was 
as  thickly  ftrewed  with  leaves  as  any 
orchard  in  autumn.  A  part  of  one 
of  the  hands,  erected  in  Covent- 
garden  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
fpectators  of  the  election,  was  blown 
down:  there  were,  however,  no  per- 
fons  on  it  at  the  time,  as  from  its 
elevation  it  was  not  coniidered  fate. 
Part  of  the  roof  of  a  horde  at  the 
corner  of  College-hill,  Dowgate,  was 
thrown  down  ;.  which,  falling  upon  a 
poor  woman  pafling  at  the  time, 
bruited  her  fo  ieverely,  that  die  was 
carried  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital, 
without  hopes  of  recovery.  Several 
buildings  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Houndfditch,  Bifhopfgate-ftreet,  Sic. 
were  alfo  unroofed,,  and  feme  trees 
in  the  quarter  of  Moorfields  were 
torn  up  by  the  roots.  In  Lambeth- 
marfji,  an  empty  houfe,  condemned 
by  the  commiffioners  of  the  road, 
was  Blown  down;  as  were  the  roofs 
from  fome  of  the  buildings  in  the 
,  fame  quarter. 

The  land-tax  being  nominally 
43.  in  the  pound,  London,  Weftmin- 
fter,  and  Middlefex,  do  not  pay  3s. 
No  county  in  England  pays  more 
than  as.  except  Surrey,/  SuiTe x, 
Hertford,  Bucks,  Berks,  Oxford, 
ami  Warwicldhire.  They  pay  fome- 
what  above  as.  Kent,  Norfolk, 
Suffolk,  and  Hampfhire,  and  the 
inland  counties,  pay  aod.  to  aad. 
The  great  counties  of  York,  Devon, 

'  and  Somerlet,  pay  is..  6d.  Corn¬ 
wall  pays  lefs.  Wales,  Lancafhire, 
and  the  Northern  counties,  pay 
under  a  (hilling.  .  Scotland  pays 
about  the  forty-fir  ft  part  of  the 
land-tax,  "though  the  value  of  their 
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lands  is  about  one-fixth  of  that  of 
England.  Several  pari  dies  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  Weftmialter  pay  full,  or 
more  than  4s.  in  the  pound,  while 
others  fcaree  pay  a  third  part,  and 
fome  lefs  than  half  that  dim.  Mary- 
bone  paridi,  confiding  of  2500 
acres,  of  which  one-third  is  occu¬ 
pied  by  buildings,  pays  the  enor¬ 
mous  dim  of  one  penny  farthing  ! 
When  they  make  it  a  halfpenny 
there  is  an  overplus  !  Serjeants-inn, 
Chancery-lane,  containing  about 
dl’teen  apartments,  formerly  for  the 
judges  and  lerjeants,.  worth  about 
5 ol.  pci'  annum,  one  with  another; 
the  whole  is  worth  about  pool.,  pet 
annum.  A  tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound 
would  be  1S0I.  They  pay  no  more 
than  3 1 1.  which  is  about  gd.  The 
three  Temples  pay  about  lod.  Pem- 
brokediire  pays  6d.  Cardigan  (hi  re, 
4d.  Part  of  Radnorshire  pays  as. 
other  parts  4b.  in  the  pound. 


J  U  N  E. 

At  the  final  clofe  of  the 
poll  for  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  city  of  London,  at 
Guildhall,  1  the  numbers  were,  for 
Mr.  alderman  Lufhingtoa  4379. 
The  lord  mayor  -  -  -  4313 

Mr.  alderman  Combe  -  3865 

Mr.  alderman  A nderlbn  -  3170 
Mr.  alderman  Pickett  -  -795 

Sir  Watkin  Lewis  -  -  2354 

On  Monday,  during  the  whole 
day,  there  was  a  very  violent  dorm, 
which  was  particularly  felt  in  St. 
James’s  and  Hyde  parks r  where  the 
irees  have  differed  even  more  than 
in  the  memorable  hurricane  of  No¬ 
vember  laft.  In  the  Pool  feveral 
fhips  were  driven  from  their  moor¬ 
ings,  and  daflied  with  fuch  violence 
againft  each  other,  as  to  occafion 
the  finking  of  fome,  and  the  very 

material 
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material  injury  of  others.  At  flood 
tide,  the  wind  and  current  being 
oppofite*  it  was  impoffible  to  navi¬ 
gate  the  river  with  boats.  Incon¬ 
ceivable  damage  has  like  wife  been 
done  to  the  fruit  trees,  garden 
grounds,  &p. 

Northampton „ — Ye  fie  r  d  ay ,  about 
five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  during 
a  thunder-ftorm,  a  ball  of  fire  burft, 
(with  a  moll  tremendous  explofion,) 
over  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Freake,  in 
College-lane,  in  this  towu.  The 
electrical  matter  took  feveral  di¬ 
rections,  and  in  a  moll  extraordi¬ 
nary  manner  materially  damaged 
the  houfe,  both  without  fide  and 
within.  All  the  family  were  very 

fortunately  at  the  end  of  the  houfe 
%/ 

molt  diftant  from  that  where  the 
ball  defcended,  and  received  no 
injury;  only  three  of  the  children 
were  knocked  down  by  the  fhock, 
but  they  loon  recovered. 

A  male  pike,  of  the  following 
dimenfions  and  weight,  was  caught 
in  the  pond  belonging  to  the  earl  of 
Gainfborough,  in  Exon  Park,  on 
Thurfday  dune  9:  length  from  eye 
to  fork  forty-two  inches  and  a  half, 
ditto  from  nol’e  to  tail  forty-nine 
inches,  girth -round  the  body  twenty- 
eight  inches,  weight  371b.  40Z.  t lie 
largeit  ever  taken  from  that  water 
in  the  memory  of  any  man. 

10th.  officer  belonging  to  a 

party  on  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice  at  Brecon,  took  an  opportunity, 
whilft  a  pofl-chaife  was  waiting  for 
him  at  the  door  of  an  inn  in  the 
town  of  Ilay,  to  flvoot  himfelf,  and 
deliberately  contrived  to  fend  the 
ball  through  his  head  in  fuch  a 
direction,  that  he  inftantly  fell,  and 
died  without  a  groan. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  poll 
for  Weflminfter,  the  numbers 


13th. 


were,  for 


Mr.  Fox  -  -  --5160 

Admiral  Gardner  -  -  4814 

Mr.  Horne  Tooke  -  -  2819 

This  day  Mr.  Park  in  the  court 

v' 

of  King’s  Bench,  obtained  an  attach¬ 
ment  againft  admiral  Bligh,  for  the 
diliefpectful  manner  in  which  he 
had  treated  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus* 
When  the  perfon  who  wifhed  to 

ferve  the  writ  got  on  board  the 

<-> 

Brunfwick,  the  admiral  ordered  the 
men  to  get  ready  a  3*2lb.  (hot.  He 
then  tied  the  habeas  corpus  to  a 
boat,  and  told  the  perfon  who 
brought  it,  that  he  would  fink  him 
and  the  boat  too,  if  he  did  not  go 
back,  and  carry  his  habeas  corpus 
along  with  him. — Lord  Kenyon 
faid,  it  was  a  very  ill-advifed  thing, 
and  if  the  admiral  had  a  minute  to 
paufe,  he  had  no  doubt  but  he 
would  do  what  was  right  in  this  bu~ 
finels. — Mr.  Park  told  the  court, 
the  Ihip  was  under  failing  orders, 
and  by  a  late  rule  of  the  court,  the 
rule  for  the  attachment  was  abfo- 
lute  in  the  firft  infiance. — Lord 
Kenyon  faid,  fmce  that  was  the 
cafe,  the  attachment  mull  go,  and 
he  was  lorry  lor  it* — On  a  fubfe- 
quent  day,  the  rule  was  difcharged,  ' 
the  admiral  having  complied  with 
the  requifiticii  of  the  habeas  corpus* 
Charlefiown . — Monday  the  13th 
of  June,  at  three  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  a  room  in  Lodge-alley 
was  difcovered  to  be  on  fire,  which 
in  a  few  minutes  communicated  to 
the  neighbouring  buildings.  The 
citizens  foon  afiembled,  but  their 
exertions  could  not  llop  the  devour¬ 
ing  flames  till  three  o’clock  the  next 
morning,  noi:  till  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  the  city  was  dcftroyed. 
Every  houfe  in  Queen-hreet,  from 
the  Bay  to  the  corner  of  Chureh- 
fireet;  two-thirds  of  Union-ftreet ; 
Church-itreet,  from  Broad-ftreet  to 
2  St.  Phi- 
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St.  Philip’s  church,  with  only  two 
exceptions  ;  Chalmer’s  and  Beres- 
ford’s  alleys ;  Kinlock's-eourt ;  and 
the  north  tide  of  Broad-ftreet, 
from  the  State-bowfe  to  four  doors 
below  Church-ffreet and  live 
houfes  on  the  Bily,  were  burnt  to 
the  ground. 

The  public  buildings  detlroyed 
are  the  French  church,  and  feveral 
adjoining  buildings.  St.  Philip’s 
chinch  was  on  lire  feveral  times, 
and  ultimately  mult  have  been  de- 
ftroyed,  if  a  fpirited  negro  man 
had  not  aic  ended  to-  the  top  of  the 
cupola,  next  the  vane,  and  tore  off 
the  fli ingles. 

The  private  buildings  deftroyed, 
and  the  property  they  contained, 
are  effimated  to  exceed  250,000!. 

A  caufe  of  fome  importance  was 
laft  week  determined  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench.  Worfley  againff  the 
affignees  of  Loekyer  and  Bream. 
This  ad  ion  was  originally  brought 
by  Loekyer  and  Bream,  whole  houfe, 
in  Taviftoek-ftreet,  was  deltroyecl 
by  hre  on  the  14th  of  May,  1792, 
againff  the  Pheenix  Fire-office,  to 
recover  the  amount  of  7000I.  the 
fum  they  had  infured.  That  caufe 
was  tried  before  chief  juftice  Eyre 
at  Guildhall,  when  the  jury  found 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs.  Da¬ 
mages  3000I.  The  office  refilled  to 
pay ;  on  the  ground,  that  the  in¬ 
filled  had  not  performed  their  con- 
trad,  in  not  having  produced  to 
them,  agreeably  to  their  printed 
proposals,  a  certificate  from  the 
minifter  and  churchwardens  of  the 
parilh,  ffating,  that  they  believed 
the  fire  was  really  accidental,  and 
fpeaking  to  the  good  character  of 
the  infured,  &c.  A  part  of  one  of 
their  printed  articles  runs  thus : 
4£  Perfons  infured,  fuftaming  any 
f-4  lots  or  damage  by  lire,,  (hall  pro- 
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u  cure  a  certificate  under  the 
“  hands  of  the  minifter  and  church- 
“  wardens,  together  with  feme. 
“  other  refpedable  inhabitants  of 
“  the  parilh  not  concerned  in  Inch 
“  lofs,  importing,  that  they  are 
“  well  acquainted  with  the-  cha- 
“  raCler  and  circumftances  of  the 
“  per  Ion  or  perfons  infured,  and  do 
“  know,  or  verily  believe,  that  he, 
“  Ilie  or  they,  really,  and  by  mis- 
“  fortune,  without  any  fraud,  or- 
“  evil  practice,  have  fuff  a  in  ed  by 
“  fuch  fire,  the  lofs  and  damage,  as 
“  his,  her,  or  their  lofs,  to  the  value 
u  therein  mentioned  ;  but,  till  fuch 
“  affidavit  and  certificate  of  the. 
u  iniured’s  lofs  ffiall  be  made  and 
“  produced,  the  lofs  money  ffiall 
“  not  be  payable.”  This-  eafe  was- 
argued  more  than  once  in  the  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  ;  after  which  they  gave- 
judgment  for  the  plaintiffs.  Tho¬ 
mas  Worfley,  efq.  the  lecretary  to 
the  office,  brought  a  writ  of  error 
into  the  court  of  Kino’s  Bench,  on 

O  7 

the  part  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
laid  office,  againff  the  affignees  of 
Loekyer  and  Bream.  This  writ  of 
error  was  argued  with  great  abili¬ 
ties  by  Mr.  Law,  for  the  plaintiff’ 
in  error,  and  Mr.  Gibbs,  for  the 
defendants  in  error.  The'  qneftion 
to  be  decided  by  the  court,  was. 
Whether,  under  the  circ  urn-fiances 
ol  this  cafe,  the  production  of  the 
certificate  of  the  minifter  and 
churchwardens  was  a  condition 
precedent  neceffary  to  be  performed 
by  the  party  claiming  the  amount 
of  the  lofs  from  the  office  ?  Mr. 
Law  contended,  that  the  production 
ot  that  certificate  was  a  condition 
precedent.  Mr.  Gibbs  argued,  that 
it  was  not  a  condition  precedent, 
but  only'  a  regulation,  or  a  condition 
fubfequent,  which  had  been  fub- 
ffantially  performed  on  -the  part  of 
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the  infured.  The  court  delivered 
their  opinions  Jeriutim  upon  this 
queftipm  It  was  obleryed,  that 
this  was  a  cafe  calling  for  their 
very  ferious  attention ;  that  the 
companies  in  faring  again  ft  fire  en¬ 
tered  into  veiy  extenlive  contraffs; 
that  they  were  frequently  liable  to 
attempts  to  take  money  out  of  their 
pockets  contrary  to  all  j-uftice  and 
.•confidence,  and  that  they  had  a 
right  to  Diut  the  door  againft  fraud 
as  far  as  .they  could,  lor  that  pur- 
pofe  they  had  printed  their  propo¬ 
sals.  TTie  court  were  unanimously  -of 
c^inion,  that  the  production  of  tire 
certificate  of  the  minifter  and 
churchwardens  of  the  parifh  was 
a  condition  precedent,  that  it  was 
indefpenfably  neceffary  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  infured  before  they 
had  a  right  to  call  upon  the  office  for 
the  amount  of  the  lots  they  had 
fuftained.  This  was  not  an  impofti- 
ble  condition,  nor  was  it  illegal  or 
imreafonable.  The  office  had  a 
right  to  fay,  luec  non  ui  fader  a  veni. 
Jn  refifting  this  demand,  they  had 
■difcharged  a  duty  which  they  owed 
to  themielves,  and  which  they 
owed  very  much  to  the  public. 
ri  he  court  were  moll  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  the  judgment  of  the 
court  of  Common  Plegs  ought  to 
be  reverftd. — Judgment  for  tire 

o 

.plaintiff  in  error, 

.  Car  entry* — The  .following 

‘  ’  instance  of  human  depravity 

was  difcoyered  on  Weduelday  at 
We  ft  wood-heath  near  Stimleigh,  As 
a  young  lad,  iervanf  to  Mr.  Hands, 
was  waiting  near  Park-wood,  in  order 
to  ihoot  feme  rabbits,  he  heard,  at 
fume  dtftance  within  the  wood,  a  noife 
which  he  iuppofed  to  be  the  crying 
of  a  cat,  and  pointed  his  gun  to  the 
fpot  in  order  to  deftroy  it  ;  but,  not 
Iteing  able  to  get  a  good  aim,  be 


proceeded  with  his  gun  cocked  to¬ 
wards  the  place  whence  the  noife 
came,  where  to  his  utter  aftomfti- 
ment  he  found  a  Jittde  infant. 
He  ran  to  call  his  mailer,  who 
came  immediately  to  >the  place,  and 
took  up  the  child,  which  appeared 
to  be  nearly  exhaufted.  Mr.  Hand, 
.recolleffin.g  there  was  a  woman 
near  the  place  who  had  a  young 
■child  of  her  own,  font  for  her, 
and  by  her  affi  fiance  the  poor  found¬ 
ling  was  preserved  alive..  After 
watching  .near  the  .wood  till  mid¬ 
night,  to  ice  if  any  one  would  come 
for  the  infant,  he  went  home,  and 
made  every  enquiry  in  his  power  to 
learn  who  had  fo  cruelly  expofed  it  to 
destruction;;  and  fufpieion,  from  many 
circ um fiances,  fell  upon  one  Han¬ 
nah  Rufteh  Early  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Hands  let  out  in  purfuit 
of  tier,  and  found  her  in  bed  at 
her  father's  houfe  at  Honily.  Being 
roundly  taxed  with  the  faff,  after 
dome  hefitation,  Die  confefied,  that 
about  three  weeks  ago  ihe  was 
delivered,  in  the  work-houfe  in 
Coventry,  of  a  female  baftard-child; 
that  laft  Tuefday  the  obtained  leave 
to  come  out,  and  go  to  her  friends. 
That  evening  the  (pent  in  the  laid 
city,  and  the  next  day  fet  out  for 
Honily;  but,  thinking  her  friends 
would  not  be  pleafed  to  have  the 
child  to  keep,  Die  determined  to 
leave  it  in  the  wood  as  Die  was 
puffing  by.  She  was  committed 
to  take  her  triad 

Yeiterday,  at  the  felfions  , 
held  at  Clerkemvell  Green,  3  ? 
Jofeph  Stannart,  Ihoe-maker,  was 
tried  upon  an  indiffment  charging 
him  with  being  a  feditious  per- 
fon,  deviling  and  intending  to  itir 
up  the  minds  of  the  people  to  with¬ 
draw  their  allegiance  from  his  ma- 
jelty,  by  having  feditiouDy  fpoken 
3  and 
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and  publifhed  the  following  words 

“  1  with  for  no  king — a  king  is 
“  a  ufelefs  thing — I  with  the  king 
“  may  come  to  the  gallows — the 
“  firth  king  was  a  curfe  to  this 
u  country."  The  jury  withdrew 
for  a  thort  time,  and  returned  with 
a  verdict,  guilty.  He  was  fen- 
tenced  to  he  imprifoned  fix  calen¬ 
dar  months  in  Clerken well-bride¬ 
well. 

I  The  New  College  at  Ilack- 
°  ney,  with  eighteen  acres  of 
land,  was  this  day  knocked  down 
at  5,700!.  whether  to  a  real  or 
fictitious-  bidder  we  have  not  heard. 
The  adjoining  houfe,  inhabited  by 
Dr.  Rees,  as  prefident  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  was  bought  by  him,  or  in  his 
name,  for  1,050b  The  fate  of 
this  building,  on  which  the  pro¬ 
prietors  acknowledge  immenfe  iums 
have  been  expended,  and  for 
'  which  more  than  twice  the  fum 
it  now  fetched  had  been  refuted, 
and  the  fate  of  the  lnffitution  itfelf, 
affords  a  linking  proof  that,  the 
people  of  this  country  are  not  dif- 
pofed  to  encourage  the  modern 
philofophers  in  their  attempts  to 
undermine  the  conftitution.  That 
feminary  was  inffituted  under  the 
molt  favourable  aufpices.  The 
raoft  wealthy  and  refpeClable  part 
of  the  Di Centers  were  difpof&d  to 
fupport  the  inftitution;  but,  that 
fupport  having  been  withdrawn, 
the  building  is  brought  to  the 
hammer.  Whether  it  /hall  be  con¬ 
verted  into  barracks,  being  not 
farther  from  the  eaft  than  thole  in 
Hyde -park  from  the  weftern  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  capital,  or  into  a 
country  Settlement  of  any  capital 
public  and  more  conffitutional 
School  in  London,  or  ferve  as  a 
Supplement  to  Bedlam,  already  too 


crowded  to  receive  more  inhabi¬ 
tants,  time  mult  fhew. 

The  following  mel  ncholy  j 
accident  1  appened  vefterday  1 
morning  in  Hough ton-ltreet,  Clare- 
market — Two  houfe s  fuddenly  gave 


way,  aiid  buried  in  their  ruins  fix- 
teen  unfortunate  inhabitants.  At 
noon,  thirteen  were  got  out  and 
conveyed  to  the  parifh  work-houfe 
in  Portugal-ftreet.  Ofthefe,  three 
had  been  dug  out,  fhockingly 
mangled,  without  the  leaft  fymp- 
toms  of  life  :  two  children  appa¬ 
rently  dead,  were  re  Cored  to  life 
by  the  means  preferibed  by  the 
humane  fociety  in  cafes  of  fuffo- 
cation ;  the  retl  received  feme  of 
them  flight  and  others  fevere  con- 
tulions. 

A  duel  was  fought  in  a  ^  g ^ 
field  within  three  miles  of 
Hamburgh,  between  lord  Valentia 
and  Henry  Gawler,  efq.  They  left 
England  with  their  feconds  and 
burgeons  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
fighting.  They  fired  together.  Mr. 
Gawler’s  ball  took  place  ;  it  entered 
his  lorclihip’s  breaft-bone,  and  lodg¬ 
ed  near  the  neck ;  it  was  extracted  on 
the  field,  and  he  is  considered  to  be 
out  of  danger.  Lord  Valentin's  ball 
pafied  through  Mr.  Gawler’s  hat. 
The  affair  between  Mr.  Gawler  and 
lady  Valentia  was  the  lubject  of  the 
difpute. 


One  of  the  powder  mills  on 
Hounffow  Heath  blew  up  about 
eleven.  Four  unfortunate  perfons 
periffied,  but  no  others  were  hurt. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  this  mill 
had  been  lately  eredhed  on  the  feite 
of  that  blown  up  on  the  24th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  and  was  ufed  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  that  of  corning  the  powder. 

Died.— In  Abingdon-ltreet, 
in  his  70th  year,  the  rev.  The* 
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araas  Cole,  L.  L.  B.  and  vicar  of 
Dulvertoii  lie  was  of  Queen’s  col¬ 
lege,  Cambridge,  where  he  took  the 
degree  of  L.  L.  !L  in  1751,.  lie  was 
the  author  of  “  The  Arbour,  or  the 
Rural  Philoibpher,”  4to.  1756,  re¬ 
printed  in  Doddey’s  Collection  of 
Poems;  “  Difcouries  on  Luxury, 
Infidelity,  arid  Enthuliaim,”  12010. 
1760,  at  which  time  he  was  preacher 
aili  ft  ant  at  St.  Paul’s  Covent-gar- 
•den;  and  w  The  Idle  of  Hubert,  a 
Narrative,  Deicr.iptive,  and  Didactic 
Poem,”  Book  I.  8vo.  1795. 
j  k'  At  Bedwell-park,  Herts, 
in  his  76th  year,  Samuel 
Whitbread,  eiq.;  whole  abilities, 
integrity,  benevolence,  and  public 
fpirit,  will  tranfmit  his  character 
with  refpedt  to  the  latelt  poderity- 
His  father  was  a  yeoman  of  Bed¬ 
ford  (hire,  who  lived  at  the  Barns 
at  Cardington,  in  that  country,  on 
an  e  date  of  about  200I.  per  annum, 
which  devolved  to  his  elded  Ton, 
who  much  improved  it  by  building, 
■and  fpent  much  of  his  time  at  it 
alter  lie  purchal'ed  Bcdwell-ipark. 
lie  is  laid  to  have  died  worth  a 
million  at  lead:;  the  bulk  of  which 
he  has  bequeathed  to  Ids  fon. 
He  was  half-brother  to  Ive  W.  efq. 
■fiardwareman,  oi  Cannon-itreet,  and 
Sheriff  of  London  wiih  Mr  Beck- 
iord,  in  1755.  By  ids  did  wife, 

I LirrieX,  daughter  of - llaytor, 

an  eminent  attorney,  of  London, 
whom  h.e  married  111  1757,  and  who 
died  in  1704,  he  has  left  iliue  a 
ion,  Samuel,  gentle  man-commoner 
ol  Chrift  Church,  Oxford,  and  re- 
■p: 1  tentative  -of  the  town  of  Bedford 
in  ieveral  parliaments  after  his  fa¬ 
ther  gave  it  up  ;and  two  daughters, 
the  elded  married,  1789,  to  James 
-Gordon,  jun.  efq.  of  More-park, 
Herts  ;  the  younger,  Emma,  to 
llen.ry  Beauclumip  lord  St.John  of 


Bletfo,  1780.  Mr.  \V.  married  to 
his  l'econd  u ife,  1769,  lady  Mary, 
you  aged  daughter  of  the  late  earl, 
and  lifter  to  the  prelent  marquis 
Cornwallis,  who  died  in  177°’  in 
childbed  of  an  only  daughter,  mar¬ 
ried,  in  June,  17^5,  to  eapt.  George 
Grey,  late  of  the  Boyne  man  of 
wan,  of  98  guns,  third  fon  oi  fir 
Charles  G.LL  B.  and  nephew  of  fir 
Harry  G.  bart.  whole  dder  was 
married  in  1788  to  the  prelent  Mr. 
W.  and  by  whom  he  has  Ieveral 
children.  His  extenfve  eftablilh- 
ments  in  the  brewery  were  long 
unrivalled,  and  perhaps,  to  a  certain 
point,  remain  fo  full.  Mr.  Vv’s  li¬ 
beral  charity  will  be  witnefled  by 
every  parilh  where  he  had  property, 
and  in  the  .didribution  of  his  private 
benevolence,  which  is  faid  to  have 
exceeded  3000I.  per  annum  .;  for  no 
proper  application  met  with  a  re- 
pulle ;  and  to  his  honour  let  it  here 
be  recorded,  that,  feveral  years  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  lie  Mettled  on  St. 
Luke’s  hofpital  for  lunaticks  a  per¬ 
petual  rent-charge  of  one  hunched 
guineas,  payable  out  of  his  .exten- 
live  premiles  in  Chilwell-ftreet.  As 
a  lenator,  he  maintained  his  inde¬ 
pendence  and  integrity,  his  walk 
through  life  being  uniform  and  un- 
oltentatious. 


J  U  L  Y. 

At  the  Old  Bailey,  Mary  ^ 

No'tt  was  capitally  convicted, 

/or  the  wilful  murder  of  NI .  le  mar¬ 
quis  de  Gripier  de  Moncroe  de 
Laval,  a  French  emigrant  noble¬ 
man,  on  the  optli  of  May  laft,  at 
his  lodgings  in  Monmouth-court, 
Whitcomb -dreet,  of  which  houie 
Ihe  had  the  care;  and  received  l£ri- 
tcnce  to  be  executed  on  Monday. 

*1)4  Richard 
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1  Richard  Luc)  man,  Ann 

Rhodes,  Eleanor  Hushes, 
and  Mary  Baker,  were  tried  for  the 
murder  of  George  llebner. — This 
murder  was  committed  in  Kin'g- 
ftreet,  Eaft  Smiihfield,  in  one  of 
thole  obicure  receptacles  of  de¬ 
bauchery  with  which  this  metro¬ 
polis  abounds.  T'he  body  of  the 
defeated  was  found  on  the  morning 
of  Sunday  the  2-2 d  of  May,  f im¬ 
pended  by  the  neck  from  a  bed-poft, 
in  a  room  on  the  fecond  floor,  with 
his  hands  tied  behind  his  back.  This 
unfortunate  man  was  a  taylor,  and 
had,  it  feems,  been  in  very  dill  relied 
,circumftances,  which  produced  a 
propenfity  to  intoxication :  when 
much  in  liquor,  his  widow  laid,  he 
ilept  lb  found,  that  it  was  almoft 
irnpolfible  to  wake  him.  It  wras 
proved  that  the  four  prilbners  were 
in  the  houfe  (which  belonged  to 
Eleanor  Hughes)  on  the  evening  of 
Saturday  the  -2 lit,  and  next  morn¬ 
ing.  They  were  feen.  and  fome  of 
their  converfation  heard,  by  two 
women  who  lived  in  an  adjoining 
houfe ;  this  houfe  was  feparated 
from  that  in  which  the  body  was 
found  by  only  a  lath  partition,  per¬ 
forated  in  leveral  places,  and  the 
holes  and  crevices  affording  adiltinft 
yiew  of  almoft  all  the  apartments 
of  the  latter. 

The  manner  in  which  the  hands 
of  the  deceafed  were  bound  with  a 
piece  of -tape  was  defcribed  in  the 
court.  The  knot  that  had  been 
ufed  was  what  fa  amen  call  a  timber 
hitch,  and  it  was  obvioufly  fucb  as 
could  not  be  done  by  himielf.  There 
was  no  direct  and  pofitive  proof  as 
to  the  guilt  of  the  prifoners  ;  but 
there  was  a  chain  of  moft  fufpicious 
circumftances  pointing  againtt  Lud- 
man  and  Hughes.  The  lord  chief 
baron  of  the  exchequer  fummed  up 


the  evidence  with  great  precifion, 
candour,  and  humanity.  It  was  on 
the  exprelTions  ufed  by  the  prifoners 
that  the  proof  chiefly  relied,  and 
his  lordflpp  nicely  dilcriminated  be¬ 
tween  thole  that  feemed  to  arife 
from  furprife,  on  the  difcovery  of 
the  fituation  of  the  deceafed,  and 
thofe  which  could  only  be  fuppofed 
to  proceed  from  a  knowledge  of  the 
murder. — The  jury  retired  for  about 
an  hour,  and  returned  with  a  ver- 
ditt,  finding  Richard  Ludman  and 
Eleanor  Hughes  —  Guilty  —  Ann 
Rhodes  and  Mary  Baker —  Not 
Guilty.  Sentence  of  death  was 
immediately  pronounced  on  Ludman 
and  Hughes,  by  the  recorder. 

In  the  parifti  of  Thorp,  between 
Chertley  and  Egbam,  there  now 
refides  a  Mr.  Wapfhot,  a  farmer, 
whole  anceftors  have  lived  on  the 
fame  fpot  fince  the  time  of  king 
Alfred,  by  whom  the  farm  was 
granted  to  Reginald  Wapfhot,  the 
anceftor  of  the  prefent  family. 

A  gentleman  troling  lately  for 
pikes  at  Broad  Creak,  near  Cam¬ 
bridge,  drew  out  of  his  pocket  with 
his  handkerchief  a  fmall  red  letter- 
cafe,  containing  bank  bills  to  the 
amount  of  7  81.  and  ten  guineas  and 
a  half  in  gold.  Some  perfons  pre- 
lent,  on  the  profpedl  of  a  reward  of 
ten  guineas,  drew  the  hole,  when 
feveriil  pikes  were  caught,  but  no 
appearance  of  the  pocket  book.  The 
gentleman  at  length  took  home  his 
pikes,  in  one  of  which,  of  about 
(even  pounds,  on  being  opened,  was 
found  the  letter-cafe,  not  much  in¬ 
jured,  and  its  valuable  contents  no 
otherwile  aliodted^  than  in  being 
wet. 

This  day  came  on  in  the 
court  of  Kina’s  Bench,  an  action 
brought  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
Telegraph  againft  the  proprietors  of 

the 
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t’ne  Morning  Port.  The  action  was 
founded  on  the  remarkable  forgery 
of  L’ Eclair  (a  Franc  h  newfpaper) 
of  the  loth  of*  February  laft,  con¬ 
taining  the  pretended  articles  of  a 
new  armiftice,  and  the  preliminaries 
ol  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
emperor  of  Germany  and  the  i  rench 
republic. — The  declaration  Hated, 
that  the  forgery  was  made  by  the 
proprieto-s  of  the  Morning  Pod, 
who  had  confpired  to  fend  it  to  the 
Telegraph,  to  difcredit  the  character 
of  that  paper.  The  faCt  being 
proved  in  evidence,  the  jury,  after 
a  few  minutes  conlultatidii,  found 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs— damages 
look  Lord  Kenyon  gave  to  the 
prol'ecutors  much  credit  for  the  pre- 
fent  aCtion,  and  de fired  it  to  be  under- 
ffood  as  his  opinion,  that  a. criminal 
profecntion  would  lie  againff  the 
perfons  concerned  in  the  forgery. 

.  An  adion  was  brought  by  Mr. 
^  *  Goldfmidt  againft  Mr.  Dickin- 
fon,  for  falfely  charging  the  plaintiff 
with  having  promiied  to  defray  the 
expences  of  printing  the  forged 
L’Eclair  mentioned  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  article,  with  a  malicious  in¬ 
tention  to  injure  the  plaintiff  in  his 
reputation,  and  to  effect  his  ruin,  lie 
laid  his  damages  at  2o,oool.  and 
evidence  on  both  (ides  being  heard, 
the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff  --damages  i  ,500k 
=;th  ^as  tried,  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  Guildhall, before 
lord  Kenyon  and  a  fpecial  jury,  an 
information  filed  by  the  attorney 
general  againft  D,  I.  Baton,  a  book- 
feller  in  Newgate-ftreet,  for  u  libel 
in  pub! idling  a  book,  which  defined 
the  words  **  A  king”  to  imply  “  cun¬ 
ning  and  craft,  which  would  foon 
be  in  difrepute  in  this  country 
il  A  niggard"’  to  mean,  “  a  king 
\rilo  hub  defrauded  his  fubje&s  of 


nine  millions  of  money.— Oh]  Mr. 
Guelph,  where  do  you  expert  to  go 
when  you  die  ?”  and  that  the  guil¬ 
lotine  ihould  be  introduced  into  this 
country,  as  a  more  merciful  mode 
of  p  uni  filing  kings  and  queens  than 
by  the  axe,  &e. 

Lord  Kenyon  concluded  a  mod 
excellent  charge  to  the  jury  with 
observing,  that  the  king  was  entitled 
to  the  fame  prote&ion  of  the  laws 
with  other  men  ;  and  they  would 
confider  whether  any  part  of  the 
king’s  conduct  called  for  fuch  obfer- 
vations  as  thole  which  had  been 
read  to  them  from  the  book  pub- 
li/lied  by  the  defendant.  His  lord- 
fliip  thought  his  majefty,  like  the 
judge  of  ilVael  (Samuel),  might  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  jury  and  fay,  “  Whole 
ox  have  I  taken?  Whole  afs  have 
I  taken?  Whom  have  I  defrauded? 
Whom  have  I  oppreffed?” 

The  jury,  after  15  minutes  con- 
fi  deration,  returned  a  verdiCt — - 
Guilty 

This  day  was  tried  another  A 
information  againft  D.  I.  Eaton, 
lor  publifhing  afeditious  book,  called 
“  A  Summary  of  the  Duties  of  C.iti- 
zenfhip/’  The  defendant  was  found 
guilty. 

On  Saturday  laft,  at  the  , 
aftizes  at  Winchefter,  an 
action  was  brought  by  fir  Ilvde 
Parker,  againft  major  Hugh  Baillie, 
for  crim.  con.  with  the  lady  of  the 
former.  The  defendant  allowed 
judgment  to  go  by  default,  and  the 
damages  allotted  were  3,000k 

A  caufe  of  feme  import-  _  , 
anee  to  the  in te reft  of  the 
etlabliihed  church  was  on  Monday 
decided  in  the  court  of  Arches* 
Do  dors  Commons.  The  rev.  W. 
Percy,  aclergyman  of  the  eftabliihed 
church,  had  been  accuftomed  to  read 
prayers,  preach,  adujinifter  the  fa- 

ersment, 
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c raiment,  and  occafionally  to  church 
women,  and  baptize  children,  ac.- 
•cordmg  to  the  rites7  of  the  church 
of  England,  in  the  parifli  of  Wool¬ 
wich,  m  a  building  (improperly 
called  a  chapel)  neither  confecrated 
nor  licenfed  for  luch  purpofes,  but 
originally  appropriated  to  dift’enters. 
Mr.  Percy  made  no  defence ;  but, 
being  condemned  in  coils,  perfonally 
petitioned  the  court  for  a  mitigation 
of  the  coils,  on  the  plea  of  not 
having  baptised  children  privately 
in  lioufes,  as  let  forth  in  the  6th 
article,  which  was  accordingly  with¬ 
drawn  ;  but,  having  by  his  own 
seonfefljon,  incurred  the  penalty  of 
the  other  five  articles,  the  court  re¬ 
ceded  his  petition.  lie  was  con¬ 
sequently  condemned  in  the  whole 
•cofts,  amounting  to  about  fifteen 
guineas,  and  admoniihed,  bv  the 
judge  who  pre tided,  to  delift  in  future 
■from  Inch  irregular  and  illegal 
practices  as  were  a  grofs  abide  of 
the  Toieration-ad- 

^  A  proceffioil,  attended  by 

a  band  of  raufi*,  proceeded 
from  Braunlton  and  palled  through 
the  new  tunnel,  and  other  works  of 
the  Grand  Jundion  Canal,  which 
are  now  had  bed  as  far  as  the  tiirn- 
$nke  road  at  VVeedon.  The  tunnel 
is  m  length  ‘>,045  yards,  in  height 
19  feet  6  inches,  and  in  width  ,16 
feet  6  inches.  At  Weedon  corn- 
silence:-;  an  immenfe  embankment 
■ncrofs  a  valley,  which,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  will  extend  to  mil  Worth. 

,  At  the  aftizes  for  Devon. 

0‘2(j  *  .  t  ” 

an  adion  of  ejectment  was 
tried,  between  one  Baltin,  plaintiff, 
•and  one  Arthur  and  his  wife,  de¬ 
fendants,  for  the  recoverv  of  lands 
in  Devonfh'ire,  claimed  by  the  plain¬ 
tiff  as  heir  of  one  John  Bole  worthy, 
in  idiot  from  his  birth  to  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  fixty-one  years.  The 

"  6  . 


defendants  claimed  thole  lands  uni 
this  idiot’s  will.  In  fupport  of  t 
pi  dntiff’s  cafe,  upwards  of  tw-en 
witnefies  clearly  proved  his  idiptc 
from  his  not  knowing  the  value 
money,  or  any  other  article  of  lil 
and  many  m fiances  of  grofs  ii 
pofitibn  on  him  ;  hind,  among  otbe: 
that  he  never  received  one  fhillii 
of  the  rent  of  his  lands;  that  i 
was  exempted  from  all  offices,  ai 
particularly  from  ferving  in  t 
militia,  on  account  of  his  incapacif 
and  it  was  proved  that  he  was  talc 
from  his  fiber,  the  plaintiff’s  motbi 
and  married  to  a  woman  whom  J 
Scarcely  knew,  and  that,  a  fortnig 
after  his  marriage,  he  did  not  kne 
he  was  married  ;  that  his  wife  oft 
corrected  him,  when  lie  would  cr 
and  behave  like  a  child-  All  t! 
witnefies  on  the  part  of  the  plai 
tiff  gave  teftimony  of  the  teftatoi 
idiotcy.  On  the  part  of  the  d 
fend  ants  many  witnefies  were  e: 
amined,  who  all  proved,  in  the  fan 
words,  that  he  was  a  man  of  feni 
without  giving  a  finagle  ftrftance 
it,  except  that  he  could  read,  wri 
his  name,  kept  his  church,  remer 
be  red  the  texts,  and  other  paffag 
of  feriptune.  The  curate  of  tl 
parifli  of  A  ill  com  be,  where  the  idi 
lived  and  died,  in  fupport  of  tl 
will,  proved  the  idiot  to  be  a  gre 
divine,  tphilqfopker,  and  kijlorian 
that  he  was  timid  and  fby 
Grangers  at  fir  ft  ;  yet,  when  he  b 
came  acquainted,  and  any  perl* 
had  gained  his  confidence,  he  w 
very  eonverfant,  and  all  perfons  a 
qnainted  with  him  nnvft  court  h 
company.  After  a  hearing  of  near 
ten  hours,  the  jury,  without  a  in 
ment’s  hefitation,  gave  a  verdi 
againft  the  will,  in  favour  of  tl 
plaintiff  Baffin,  to  the  latisfachon 
the  court?  and  a  crowded  audience. 
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Anne  Morgan,  wife  of  a  lace- 
maker  at  Olney,  Bucks,  l  ift  week 
.carved  herfelf  to  death  :  it  is  ftatj&d, 
hat  nature  was  not  exhaufted  until 
he  had  fafted  ten  days.  She  had 
'or  feme  time  been  deranged  in  her 
utellecls,  and,  for  a  long  period  pre- 
duns  to  her  late  rath  refolve,  had 
lccuftomed  herfelf  to  eat  but  once 
)r  twice  a  week,  and  when  third y 
;o  wet  her  lips  with  beer  or  water  ; 
he  confequence  was,  at  the  time 
)f  her  death  the  was  a  perfect 
keleton. 

^  Skrav/bury .  —  Yefterday 
-/  1  ’  was  tried  at  'the*  affizes  here, 
>y  a  moll  refpeblable  lpecial  jury, 
jefore  the  honourable  Mr.  juftice 
death,  a  cattle  againft  the  bilhop  of” 
langor  ;  the  rev.  Dr.  Owen  ;  the 
ev.  Mr.  Roberts,  archdeacon  of 
Merioneth  ;  the  rev.  Mr.  Williams; 
rd  Mr.  fhomas  Jones  ;  for  unlaw- 
ftly  difturbing  Mr.  Samuel  Grind- 
w,  in  the  regillrars  office  at  Bangor 
n  the  8th  of  January  haft.  It  ap- 
eared,  that  in  1792,  Mr.  Grindlev, 
n  attorney,  had,  by  means  of  the 
ifhop,  been  appointed  deputy- 
-giftrar  of  the  conliitorial  court  of 
is  diocefe^  his  lordthip’s  nephew 
emg  the  principal  regiftrar ;  that, 
n  tbe  6th  of  January  la  ft,  whdft 
ie  office  was  Out,  the  bilhop  lent 
)r  key  ot  it  ;  which  was  re- 
ued,  by  order  of  Mr.  Grindley  ; 
uit  on  the  7th  of  January,  by  Iris 
•jollup  s  order,  the  lock  of  the 
fkce  was  taken  off  and  a  new  one 
ut  on,  the  key  of  which  was  de- 
vered  to  the  bilhop,  who  the  fame 
ry  informed  Mr.  Grindley  thereof, 
nat,  on  the  8th  of  January,  Mr. 
unciley,  with  a  hlackfmith  and 
>01  other  perfons,  broke  open  the 
ice*  f  hat  the  defendants,  being 
armed  at  this,  went  to  the  office 
tanned  Rafter  Mr,  Grindley  had 


taken  pofieffion  of  it)  and  expoftu- 
luted  with  him,  and  were  excited 
to  fhew  tome  marks  of  anger  at 
this  violent  conduct ;  for  he  was 
armed  with  piflols  and  had  forced 
one  perfon  down  the  lteps  and 
threatened  to  Ihoot  another.  It 
alfo  appeared  that  the  bilhop  fent 
for  a  magiftrate  ;  and  his  lordfhip 
and  the  other  defendants  foon  after¬ 
wards  departed,  leaving  Mr.  Grind- 
ley  in  the  office.  A  pamphlet  was 
produced  in  court  to  Mr.  Grindley, 
containing  fome  confidential  letters 
from  the  bifliop  to  him  during  the 
time  he  had  been  his  lordfhip’s 
agent;  which  letters  Mr.  Grindley 
owned  he  had  delivered  into  the 
bands  of  a  Mr.  Williams  of  Treffos. 
Ihe  defendants’  counfel  laid  they 
had  many  witneffes  ;  but  that  the 
cafe  flood  to  clear,  even  on  the 
plaintiff’s  evidence,  they  did  not 
think  it  necefiary  to  call  a  Tingle 
witnefs  on  the  part  of  the  defend¬ 
ants,  and  the  jury  immediately, 
without  leaving  the  court,  acquitted 
all  the  defendants.  Mr.  Adam  fro  111 
London,  as  leading  counfel  for  the 
plaintiff,  had  a  fee  of  300  guineas, 
and  Mr.  Erfkine  the  like  tor  the 
defendants. 

At  the  Surrey  affizes,  Ed-  , 
wards,  late  of  Pleafant-place,  3otn. 
and  doctor  Gale,  were  tried  for 
fraudulently  figping  and  counterfeit¬ 
ing  certain  certificates,  attentions, 
&c.  of  recruits.  Edwards  kept  a 
recruiting-houie,  which  was  burnt 
by  the  mob.  The  doctor,  being  a 
good  abler,  occaffonaily  played  the 
characters  ot  captain,  burgeon,  and 
magiftrate.  When  a  recruit  was 
brought  in,  he  ftripped  and  examined  - 
him  as  furgeon  ;  approved  of  him 
in  another  place  and  diets  as  cap¬ 
tain  ;  and  finally  figned  his  attefiu- 
tion  as  magillrate.  Of  all  thefe  in¬ 
genious 
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^enious'acls  of  his,  and  of  Edwards’s 
.participation,  the  jury  found  them 
both  guilty. 

At  the  fame  affixes  came  on  the 
trial  of  Theoph liras  Bridges,  of 
Temple-hreet,  Proi’pedt-place,  St. 
George  Wields,  for  the  wilful  mur¬ 
der  of  Elizabeth  Monk.  Mr.  Gar- 
row  hated  that  the  prifoner  fol¬ 
lowed  the  bull  nets  of  an  army 
button-maker ;  and  that  he  had 
taken  as  apprentices  feven  girls 
from  the  guardians  ;©f  the  Afylum  ; 
that  he  kept  them  at  work,  in  a 
clofo  apartment,  from  four  in  the 
morning  to  eight,  and  lorn  e-times 
ten,  in  the  evening,;  .that  any  inabi¬ 
lity  or  neglcdt  was  pimilhed,  not 
only  with  beating  Severely,  hut  a 
deprivation  of  their  ufual  allowance 
at  meals,  which  at  belt  were  but 
fcanty,  having  a  little  meat  on  Sun¬ 
days  only  ;  that  the  deceafed  was 
of  a  delicate  constitution,  and  un¬ 
able  to  do  the  fame  portion  of 
work  as  the  other  apprentices,  which 
frequently  caufed  her  to  be  Severely 
beaten,;  that  m  the  7th  of  January 
1795,  the  prifoner  beat  the  deceafed 
feverelv,  and,  after  linking  her 
down,  kicked  her  in  the  tide ;  that 
notwithliand  ng  the  injury  fhe  had 
fullained,  (he  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
tinue  her  work  until  bed  time,  but 
complained  to  the  girl  who  flept 
with  her,  that  her  fide  was  fo  very 
painful,  fie  could  not  lit  up,  nor 
bear  it;  but  inch  was  the  experi¬ 
ence  they  had  of  his  cruel  di  1  posi¬ 
tion,  they  drift  not  utter  a  com¬ 
plaint  in  his  hearing;  that  the  con¬ 
tinued  endeavouring  to  work  run  til 
t Ire  15th  of  that  month,  when,  be¬ 
ing  fo  afeoted  with  the  pain  in  her 
foe,  as  to  be  utterly  unable  to  ft  at 
her  work,  the  prifoner  again  beat 
.  her,  and,  particularly,  took  her  by 
the  anns^  and  be,at  her  head  againtt 
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the  pump  ;  that,  foon  after,  fie 
put  to  bed,  and  was  found  dead 
the  morning  ;  that,  to  conceal 
guilt,  the  prifoner  lent  for  a  1; 
geon  to  the  deceafed  ;  but  pr< 
oufy  to  his  obtaining  a  fight  of  1 
informed  him,  by  his  wife  (1V 
Bridges)  “  that  the  girl  had  b 
long  in  a  confumption,  which  \ 
now  got  very  bad ;  and  that 
was  very  much  troubled  with  a  p 
in  her  fide  eonltantly that 
burgeon,  on  viewing  the  girl,  1 
her  fo  much  emaciated  by  her 
order  (as  he  was  led  to  l’uppofe, 
Mrs.  Bridges’  account)  and  be 
of  opinion  that  it  was  not  in 
power  of  medical  aid  to  fave  he: 
told  her  miltrefs  fo,  and  left  h 
that  the  prifoner  home  days  afl 
•ward,  lent  for  an  undertaker,  i 
had  her  buried;  that  one  of 
girls  having  communicated  to 
friends  the  circumstance,  it  1 
/communicated  to  the  guardians 
the  Afykim,  who  inftituted  the  p 
font  profecution.  Mr.  Saunpu 
the  burgeon,  who  faw  the  deceal 
could  not  l'peak  decilively  on 
fubjedt,  not  haying  ,(en  account 
•the  art  foil  information  he  recei’ 
from  Mrs.  Bridges)  examined 
patient  any  further  than  to  feel  1 
pu-lle.  The  undertaker  had  ' 
ferved  her  back  and  Ihoulders 
be  very  much  bridled ;  and  < 
place,  in  particular,  appeared  as 
live  had  had  a  blitter  recently  : 
plied  to  her  back.  The  evidei 
being  doled,  lord  Kenyon  tl 
fpoke;  “  Gentlemen  of  the  ju 
the  evidence  of  the  fur  geon  < 
“  undertaker  -renders  the  cafe 
■il  very  doubtful,  that  I  do  not 
“  how  we  can  proceed  any  forth 
“  as  the  law  requires  proof  t1 
“  l'ome  adual  violence  inflicted 
“  the  prifoner,  was  the  caufe  ol 
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girl’s  death.  It  happens  unfor¬ 
tunately,  that  the  diftance  of 
time  lince  it  happened  renders 
it  impoftible  to  obtain  Inch  in¬ 
formation  as  the  law  requires. 
Now  i  am  on  this  fubjeCt,  I  will 
fay,  and  I  hope  it  will  have  its 
due  effect,  that  perfons  like  the 
prifoner  taking  children  from  cha¬ 
ritable  foundations  as,  apprentices 
or  fervants,  mult  not  confide  r 
themfelves  as  tatk- makers,  they 
muff  conlider  that  the  kindnel* 
as  well  as  the  authority  of  a 
parent  is  transferred  to  them; 
and  when  they  take  upon  them- 
i’elves  to  exercife  the  authority 
of  correction,  as  a  mailer,  let 
them  remember  they  alio  owe 
the  kindnefs  of  a  parent.”  The 
ry  immediately  returned  a  verdict 
not  gmlty.  The  grand  jury  were 
t  dilcharged  :  Mr.  Garrow  moved 
at  he  remain  in  euftody :  a  true  bill 
is  then  found  againlt  him  for  a 
pe.  Counfel  not  being  prepared,  he 
is  remanded  till  the  next  affizes.. 
Sunderland* — An  iron  bridge  has 
en  ereCled  acrofs  the  river  Wear, 
rich  Will  be  of  confiderable  utility, 
t  only  to  this  town,  but  all’o  to 
p  adjoining  counties.  It  conflts 
one  arch,  two  hundred  and 
rty-fix  feet  in  length  and  one 
ndred  feet  in  height,  fo  that  the 
ge  lliips  which  frequent  that  port 
i  fail  under  it  with  fafety  ;  the 
iCnt  ot  the  arch  is  neaily  one 
tidied  feet  longer  than  that  of 
f  other  bridge  in  Europe.  It 
s  projected  by  Mr.  Burden,  one 
the  members  for  the  county 
Durham,  to  whole  public  fpirit 
fuecels  ol  this  important  un¬ 
taking  is  to  be  entirely  attrihut- 
I  be  expence,  amounting  to 
DQol.  and  upwards,,  has  been 


contributed  by  Mr.  Burdon,  except 
about  the  fum  of6,oool.  w  hich  was 
lublcnbed  towards  the  undertaking 
by  Aii.  Mdbanke,  the  other  mem¬ 
ber  lor  trie  county  of  Durham, 
lMr.  Lambton,  and  others.  Jt  is  to 
be  opened  on  Ttiel'day,  the  9th  day 
ct  Au guff  next,  tor  lire  accommo¬ 
dation  ol  the  public,  with  a  grand 
m atonic  proceff ion,  attended  by  tie 
commiflioners  of  the  river  \\'ear 
magiftrat.es,  clergy,  officers  of  the. 
navy  and  army,  andithe  Loyal  Sun¬ 
derland  volunteers. 

Bronjet,  Kent . — Two  fer¬ 
vants  ot  MY.  Slowman  being 
lately  in  a  garden  near  fome  bee¬ 
hives,  they  unfortunately  over¬ 
turned  one  of  the  hives ;  the  bee* 
fwarmed  with  great  rapidity  on  a 
child  near  them,  which  was  tiling 
in  fo  dreadful  a  manner,  that  in  a 
very  lhort  period  it  died. 

Died. — On  Sunday,  the  17th,, 
at  his  houfe  in  Park-lane,  Dr.  ’id 
S.  D lipids,  many  years  organift  and 
compofer  to  his  majeiiy.  "  Dr.  D. 
was  a  maft  excellent  performer  on 
the  organ,  and  it  may  be  lately  af- 
ffrmed,  that  he  had  no  equal  upon 
that  i  nit  rumen  t  in  this  country.. 
His  ftyle  of  performance  was  grand 
and  linking,  and  his  extempoi  e 
lugus  were  always  performed  with 
gieat  correct  nets  and  judgment. 
Among  l)r.  D’s  contemporaries  on 
the  l  ime  mftrmnent,  he  had  never 
any  rival,  bchdes  the,  late  celebrated 
Dr.  \Y  organ.  As  a  compofer,  he 
is  known' for  feveral  publications: 
l'Utwe  undcrffi<Tid  fome  of  his  com- 
po fit  10ns  are  lull  in  MS,  at  the 
Chapel  Royal.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  had  attained  the  age 
ol  63.  As  a  private  chnraiTer, 
lew  can  leave  a  more  amiable  one, 
and  he  is  greatly  lamented  bv 

a  numerous 


\ 


ANNUAL  REGISTER-, 


a  numerous  circle  of  mufical  and 
other  friends.  lie  is  fucceeded  as 
organ  id:  to  the  Chapel  Royal,  by 
Mia  KnyvitR  fen.  and  as  compofer 
to  his  majellyi  by  Mr.  Attwood, 
organifl  of  St.  Paul’s. 

At  Dumfries,  after  a  lingering 
*  illnefs;  Robert  Burns,  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Scotch  poet;  An  account 
of  him  will  be  given  at  a  future 
period. 

Lately;  At  Paris,  the  duke  de 
Chatelet;  This  unfortunate  peer, 
after  fecuring  lome  part  of  his 
property  in  England,  returned  to 
Trance  with  the  hope  of  refeuing 
more  ;  but  before  he  could  attain 
his'  object,  was  difeovered,  and 
arrefled  by  the  deputy  on  miiTion 
in  the  department  of  the.  Somme, 
lie  had,  however,  taken  fuch  precau¬ 
tions,  that  his  emigration  could  not 
'be  traced;  and  he  might  perhaps, 
have  efcaped,  hud  not  a  jacobin, 
whole  brother  was  cook  in  an 
Lngiilh  nobleman’s  family,  pro¬ 
duced  a  letter,  which  flatecl  the 

duke’s  having  dined  with  lord - 

on  a  particular  day,  and  even  the 
other  company  who  were  prefent, 
and  the  converfation  which  puffed 
at  table.  Monf.  de  Chatelet,  fur- 
prifed,  unprepared  for  fuch  evi¬ 
dence,  and  unable  to  refute  it, 
was  'feist  to  Paris,  and  guillotined; 
and  in  his  fate  were  involved  fevc- 
ral  innocent  people,  one  of  them  a 
young  Engl  lib  lady,  becaufe  the 
happened  to  be  in  a  houfe  where 
the  duke  dept  one  night. 

America. — July  10..  In  the  64th 
year  of  his  age,  David  Rittenhoufe, 
the  American  philofopher.  His 
hiftory  is  curious,  from  the  admi¬ 
ration  in  which  his  character  was 
held.  Rittenhoufe  was  a  native  of 
America;  and,  in  the  early  part  of 
his  life,  he  mingled  the  purluits  of 


Lienee  with  the  active  employ* 
ments  of  a  farmer  and  a  watch¬ 
maker.  In  i~6g  he  was  invited 
by  the  American  Philofophical  So¬ 
ciety  to  join  a  number  of  gentle¬ 
men  who  were  then  occupied  in 
making  fomc  aflronomicai  obfer- 
VationS,  when  be  particularly  dif- 
tinguifhed  hiinfelf  by  the  accuracy 
of  his  calculations  and  the  com- 
preheiffion  of  his  mind.  He  after¬ 
wards  conftrufted  an  obfervatorv* 
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which  he  fuperintended  in  perl'on, 
and  which  was  the  fource  of  many 
important  difeoveries,  ss  well  as 
greatly  tending  to  the  general  dif- 
i’ufion  of  fcience  in  the  weflern 
world.  During  the  American  war, 
he  was  an  active  affenor  of  the 
caufe  of  independence.  Since  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace,  he  fuccef- 
fively  tilled  the  offices  of  trealurer 
of  the  Rate  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
director  of  the  national  mint,  in 
both  of  which  capacities  he  was 
alike  diftinguiffied  for  ltrendth  of 
judgment  and  integrity  of  heart. 
He  fucceeded  the  illuftrious  Frank¬ 
lin  in  the  office  of  prefident  of  the 
Philofophical  Society;  a  fituation 
which  the  bent  of  his  mind  and 
the  courfe  of  his  Studies  had  ren¬ 
dered  him  eminently  calculated  to 
h  11  ;  and  towards  the  dole  of  his 
days  he  retired  from  public  life  to 
the  enjoyment  of  domeitic  happi- 
nefs,  when  .he  formed  a  circle  of 
private  friends,  who  will  continue 
to  admire  his  virtues  as  a  man, 
while  the  world  will  applaud  his 
talents  as  a  philofopher. 


A  UGUS  T. 


The  count  de  Montmorin 


3d- 


arrived  in  town,  being  charged 
with  difpatches  from  Louis  XVIIIth 


to 


C  H  R  O  N  I  C  L.E. 


to  tue  coont:  d /iKto’s,^  at  Edin-  boy  in  leaving'  a  lighted  caudle 
btngli.  1  bis  nob ieaian  brings  advice,  againft  one-  of  tbe  timber  props  that 
that  on  Wednelday  the  19th  of  was  placed  to  fupport  the  roof  of 
Jul),  at  ten  °  eiock  at  mghtr  as  the  the  pits,  which,  taking  fire  com 
king  of  trance  was  looking  tint' of  ,  *' 


king  of  France  was  looking  out  oi 
the  window  of  an  inn,/ at  a  town 
belonging  to  the'elector  of  Treves, 
called  Dillingen,.  near  Ulm,  on  the 
Danube,  he  was  wounded  on  the 
upper  part  of  his  forehead  by  a 
ball,  fuppofed  -to  have  been  fired 
from  a  horfe  piftol  on  the  oppofite 
fide  cf  the  ftre-et,  which  was  about 
twenty-five  yards  wide.  The  ball 
took  an  oblique  direction,  and  made 
a  lingular  wound  of  three  inches 
long,  without  penetrating  the  fkull; 
no  furgeon  being  immediately  at 
hand,  one  of  tbe  gentlemen  of  his 
Fiite  cut  oil  the  hair,  and  applied 


m indicated  to  the  other  timbers, 
and  in  a  fliort  time  the  whole  pit 
was  mi  fire— at  leaft  rorty  loads  of 
wood  were  lup.pofed  to  by  'in  the  pit. 
On  Sunday  three  men  went  down 
into  another  pit  that  had  a  com- 
munication  with  that  on  fire,  buf 
the  air-lhaft  being  entirely  fi0ptr 
the  foui  airr  ftagnated by  the  fmoak  , 
immediately  lulfbcated  them;-  by 
great  exertions,  two  were  drawn 
up,  one-  dead.-  The  coal-pit  on  the 
2  2d  ft  ill  continued-  burning  more 
iurioufly  than  when- it  fir  it  broke  out, 
though  every  means  have  been  tried 
to  nop  its  progrefs.  The  pit  is> 


h thing  re  met  with  tnTder  upTSs  o,  f 
to  flop  the  bleeding.  The  con&fion  dicp,  and  tbe  da  T Is  Si 
«s  great,  by  which  means  the  ef'tihated  at  many  thoubndpoimda 
papetrator  of  this  inhuman  deed  By  this  accident  nearly  one  hur  * 


made  his  efcape  ;  he  is  fuppofed  to 
be  a  Frenchman  from  the  repub¬ 
lican  army,  bribed  for  this  pur- 
phe,  and  connected  with  others 
who  facilitated  his  efcape.  The 
town  hAs  a  wall  round  it,  hut,  per¬ 
haps,  not  more  than  four  feet  hiah 
m  many  places,  This  afiufiin  mult 
have  been  particularly  acquainted 
with  the  king’s  perfon,  as  the  duke 
e  hleury  was  ft  and  ing  dole  by  him 
at  the  time,  in  a  narrow  window, 
an  is  nearly .  as  corpulent  in  his 
f'l™.  The  ball  was  found  on  the 
001,  flattened  by  having  ftruck 
?  wa  t  afterwards.  The  king  was 
ot  materially  hurt,  and  in  three 
}s  afterwards  purfued  his  jour- 

sSd^InsoIcUUdf?  ln  ilis  Way to 

3d.  hath.  An  alarming  accident 
happened  at  the  coal-pits  at 
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%herovp  nooj.r  T  1#‘w  ^ ,  cquaueu  oy  any  human 

wwfon-d’l.fiF  ;.m<buryU°ineriet,  dtftrefs ;  at  lhch  times -he  was  u, 
-  -a  o  tne  iorgetuilriets  oi  a  prev  to  the  ran#  frWhtfcl 


dred  poor  men  are  out  of  employ. 

lunly  this  morning,  an 
elderly  man,  decently  drefied, 
blew  his  brains  out  in  a  field  between 
B  romp  ton  and  Chelfea,  with  a 
laige^  horle-piftql,  the  muzzle  of 
which,  it  ft  thought,  he  had  puk 
into  his  mouth,  as  a  large  piece  of 
the  back  part  of  the  "fkull  was, 
found  at  feveral  yards,  diftauee,  from 
the  body.  He  had  no  money  about 
him,  nor  any  thing  which  could 
lead  10  difcover  who  he  was.  y\- 
letter  was/  found  in  his  pocket  un- 
finhlied,  in  wlucn  he  addrefies  him- 
felt  to  a  Mr.  Graham,  painting, 
in  Bqe^  moft  pathetic-  language,  the 
diftreis  that  he  laboured  under,  both 
as  to  his  eircumitances  and  bodily 
afflictions.  The  horrors  he  expe-. 
rienced  when  afleep,  he  fays,  can¬ 
not  be  equalled  by  any  human 


ptey  to  toe  molt  frightful  apprehea- 


fions. 
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lions.  To  lull  bis  difordered  fenfes, 
he  had  daily  taken  a  large  dole  of 
laudanum,  which  at  length  turning 
his  brain*  occaftoned  his  exit. 

At  Stafford  atlizes  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  incident  took  place  :  One  of 
the  prifoners  (William  Cotterell)  was 
in  cliff  ed  for  a  burglary  and  robbery 
in  the  houfe  of  Mn  Forman,  of 
Handfworth,  to  which  he  pleaded 
guilty  ;  nor  could  he  be  perfuaded 
to  offer  any  other  plea,  until  the 
judge  threatened,  in  calc  he  per- 
lilted,  to  order  him  for  a  fpeedy 
execution — lie  then  pleaded  not 
guilty,  and  his  trial  proceeded. 
However,  i'ufficient  evidence  not 
appearing  to  ecmvift  him,  he  was, 
of  courf'e  (though  very  unexpect¬ 
edly.)  acquitted. 

,  A  cricket-match  was  played 
^  by  eleven  Greenwich  penfion- 
ers  with  one  leu;  againft  eleven 
with  one  arm,  for  one  thoufand 
guineas,  at  the  new  Cricket-ground, 
Montpellier  Gardens,  Walworth. 
About  nine  o’clock  the  men  arrived 
in  three  Greenwich  ftnges  ;  about 
twelve  the  wickets  were  pitched, 
and  the  match  commenced.  {.'hole 
with  but  one  leg  had  the  firlt 
innings,  and  got  ninety-three  runs; 
thole  with  one  arm  got  but  forty- 
two  runs  during  their  inainvs. 
The  one-leas  commenced  their 
fecond  innings,  and  fix  were  uowled 
out  after  they  got  Sixty  runs,  ib  that 
they  left. oil'  one  hundred  and  eleven* 
more  than  thole  with  one  arm. 
IN ext  morning  the  match  was 
played  out,  and  the  men  with  oae 
leg  beat  the  one-arms  by  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  three  runnings.  After  the 
match  \vas  find  bed,  the  eleven  one- 
legged  men  run  a  fweepftakes  of 
one  hundred  yards  diilance,  for 
twenty  guineas,  and  the  three  firlt 
had  prizes. 


This  day  Wearmouth  bridge 
Sunderland,  was  opened  111  the  molt 
fplendid  manner.  Prince  William  of 
Gioucefter,  and  Mr.Burdon,  M.  P. 
led  the  procellion,  and  were  followed 
by  the  different  orders  of  Mafons 
from  molt  of  the  lodges  in  the 
north  of  England.  The  proceffion 
proceeded,  amiult  a  concourfe  of 
at  leall  fifteen  thouland  people, 
through  the  High-direct,  Bndge- 
ftreet,  along  the  bridge*  and  to 
the  weft  ward  as  far  as  the  lime¬ 
kilns,  and  to  the  eaftward  by  the 
low  road  to  the  Land  Arch,  where 
a  halt  wars  made,  and  the  grand 
honours  given.  On  tbe  centre  of 
the  bridge  a  very  animated  oration 
was  fpoken  by  the  rev.  brother 
Nesfield.  Brother  Burdoti,  grand 
mailer,  aim  add  refled  the  brethren, 
And  exprefi’ed  hs  obligations  to 
brother  Willbn,  the  architect,  and 
to  brother  Scarth,  the  fenior  grand 
warden,  for  his  abidance  in  the 
work.  The  grand  honours  were 
then  again  repeated,  and  the  bridge 
was  declared  by  the  grand  mailer  to 
be  open,  and  lit  for  public  ule.  A 
dileharge  of  cannon  and  mutketrv 
defied  the  ceremony.  TTie  procef¬ 
fion  afterwards  proceeded  to  Sun-1 
derkmd  church,  where  a  dilcourfe 
was  delivered  by  the  rev.  brother 
Brewiter.  1  he  (i  ty  was  concluded 
by  an  elegant  public  dinner,  and  in 
the  evening  with  an  affembly  and 
bail,  which  was  numeioully  at¬ 
tended. 

r  A  dreadful  earthquake 
lias  nearly  deltioyed  the  city 
of  Laftaique  in  Syria.  The  firlt 
lliock  was  May  16th,  which  lalled 
about  eighty-fix  feconds.  Upwards 
of  three  thoufand  perfons  were 
buried  in  the  ruins  of  the  houfes. 
A  great  part  of  the  mtdques  are 
deftroyed.  The  lfnali  town  of 
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large  pieces  fcattered  upwards  of 
halt  a  mile ;  the  trees  within 


Gibellet  is  alfo  totally  deftroyed,  and 
feveral  houfes  thrown  down  atTor- 
tofa  and  Tripoli. 

,  This  afternoon,  a  gentle- 
11  tli.  ,  /,  "  • 

man  going  down  Gray  s -inn- 

lane  in  a  wbiikey,  the  horle  took 
fright,  and  fet  off  full-fpeed;  his 
fervant  feeing  his  matter  in  fuch  a 
fituation,  unfortunately  for  him, 
came  up  to  the  horfe,  and  feized 
the  bridle,  but  was  not  capable  of 
flopping  him.  The  beatt  turned 
up  a  narrow  paffage  by  Chads 
Wells ;  the  fervant  (till  running, 
and  holding  the  bridle.  In  turning 
round  the  paffage,  the  near  thaft 
caught  the  man  in  the  body,  which 
it  clearly  run  through,  and  was 
ftopt  by  the  wall.  The  gentleman 
was  thrown  violently  from  the  car¬ 
riage,  but  not  much  hurt.  The 
fervant  was  killed. 

Dartford. — -This  morning,  about 
eleven  o’clock,  one  of  the  mills 
about  half  a  mile  diftant  from  the 
place  blew  up  with  a  dreadful  ex- 
plofion :  the  inhabitants  were  fo 
terrified  by  the  fudden  concuffion, 
that,  imagining  it  to  be  an  earth¬ 
quake,  they  forlbok  their  dwellings; 
an  immenle  pillar  of  fmoke,  arifing 
from  the  premifes,  apprized  them 
of  the  melancholy  event.  Nine 
perfons,  to  a  certainty,  have  loft 
their  lives ;  they  were  blown  to 
pieces  ;  the  (boulders  and  part  of  a 
body  were  driven  over  a  ftream, 
which  ran  near  a  mill,  at  leaft 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  ;  part 
ot  a  fkuli  was  found  at  a  confider- 
able  diftance,  a  mere  (hell,  as  clean 
within  as  without ;  other  parts  were 
alio  picked  lip  a  great  way  from 
the  Ipot  where  the  cataftrophe 
happened,  all  of  which  appeared 
terribly  icorched  and  black :  the 
timbers  of  the  building  were  alfo 
thrown  a  great  way,  and  feveral 
Vot.  XXXVIII. 


its  neighbourhood  were  (tripped 
of  their  bark;  not  a  veitige  of 
the  mill  is  left  (landing ; ,  and 
the  houfes  round  the  villages  of 
Dartford,  Cray  ford,  &e.  expe¬ 
rienced  its  effects,  by  the  windows 
being  broken ;  the  father  of  one 
of  the  fufferers  left  the  place  about 
half  an  hour  before  the  event  hap¬ 
pened,  and  one  of  the  perfons  loft 
was  going  with  a  rope  into  the 
Mill  as  it  blew  up.  The  caufd  of 
this  accident  is  not  at  p  re  lent 
known. 

This  morning  a  duel  was  , 
fought  in  Iiy de-park,  be-  20 
tween  Mr.  William  Carpenter  and 
Mt.  John  Pride,  both  Americans, 
in  which  Mr.  Carpenter  received 
his  aiitagonift’s  ball  in  the  fide, 
which  penetrated  nearly  through 
his  body  :  and,  nofwithftanding  it 
was  immediately  extracted,  he  died 
on  Monday  Morning. — The  Coro¬ 
ner’s  jury  fat  on  the  body,  and 
brought  in  their  verdict  “  Wilful 
“  murder  by  three  perfons  un-  * 
“  known.” 

This  afternoon  an  unfor-  ^ . 
tttnate  affair  took  place  in  the'  * 
houfe  of  the  late  Mr.  Yates,  the 
comedian,  at  Pimlico..  A  Mr* 
John  Yates,  his  nephew,  and  a 
Mifs  Jones,  had  had  a  difpute 
about  the  right  of  poffeffon  of  the 
houfe,  and  Mr.  Yates  having  taken 
a  walk  into  the  garden,  on  Monday 
afternoon,  he  was  bolted  out  by  Mifs 
Jones.  On  his  return,  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  force  his  way  through 
a  window  into  the  houfe,  but  being 
refilled  by  a  friend  of  Mifs  Jones’s, 
of  the  name  of  Sellers,  who  tried 
to  intimidate  him  with  a  piftol,  a 
feu  file  enfued,  and  the  piftol  going 
off,  mortally  wounded  Mr.  Yates.  N 
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Mr..  Yates  died  on  Tuefday,  and  on  which  was  the  Mogul-  Tale/  wat? 
Wedtiefday  night  the  coroner’s  jury  neeeffarily  prevented  from  proeeed- 
b rou gilt  in  a  verdid  ot  wilful  inur-  ing  any  further;  and  the  audience 
tier  againft  Mifs  Jones  and  her  two  at  length  difperfed,  not  without 
friends,  John  Sellers  and  Richard  the  lols  of  hats,  &e. 


Footner. 

o  ,  This  morning,  a  young 
’  whale  came  up  the  river  as 
far  as  Rotherhrthe,  and  was  killed 
near  Execution  Dock,  after  having 
overfet  two  boats.  It  meafured 
nineteen  feet  in  length. 

The  audience  at  the  Hay  - 
market  theatre  were  this 
night,  about  eleven  o’clock,  thrown 
iVito  the  iireateft  alarm  and  confufion 
by  a  let  of  ruffians  who  were  parad¬ 
ing  through  the  ftrects  with  one 
of  the  candidates  on  the  late 
Garratt  election.  Thefe  ruffians, 
no  doubt,  for  the  purpofe  of  picking 
pockets,  or  gaining  any  booty  that 
might  offer,  called  out,  fire  1  as 
they  palled  the  theatre.  The 
dreadful  found  immediately  fpread 
over  the  front  boxes,  and  com¬ 
municated  to  the  reft  of  the  houfe. 
In  an  inffant  there  was  an  eager 
ft  niggle  to  efcape ;  and  though  the 
box-keepers,  ahcl  all  the  fervants  of 
the  houfe  in  front,  ul’ed  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the 
audience,  it  wasimpolfible  to  remove 
the  general  anxiety.  The  fiage  was 
covered  with  people,  who  attempted 
to  retreat  that  way.  One  gentleman 
Toft  his  life,  having  leaped  from 
the  green  boxes  into  the  orchefira  ;■ 
in  his  foil,  lie  broke  the  harpfichord, 
and  fradured  his  {Hull  ,  lie  was 
conveyed  into  the  green-room,  and 
thence  removed  to  his  own  houfe. 
Young  Barmifier,  with  great  zeal, 
affured  the  audience,  that  no  dan¬ 
ger  of  the  fup poled  kind  could  poifi- 
bly  take  place,  and  informed  them 
of  the  real  caule  of  the  confulion 
that  prevailed.  The  entertainment, 


Nantz.— A  fire  took  place  , 
in  our  fuburb  theatre  during  • 
the  third  ad  of  Zemire  et  A zor; 
which  caught  the  tranfparency  in 
the  apartments  of  Zemire,  at  the 
moment  when  the  mechaiiifl  and 
his  affiffants  were  bufy  repairing 
the  bull  of  A  zor,  which  liad:  met 
with  an  accident  in  .coming  up  a 
trap  not  fuffieieutly  open.  The 
flames  fpread  with  foch  aftonifhing 
rapidity,  that  in  five  minutes  the 
whole  theatre  was  in  flames,  and 
this  fuperb  monument  of  the 
decorative  talents  of  Cruci,  the 
town  archited,  was  foon  a  heap 
of  deplorable  ruins.  The  walls 
alone  remain.  The  wardrobe  and 
other  decorations  were  totally 
confttmed,  and  fome  perfons  loll 
their  lives.  Among;  the  audience, 
however,  a  fow  bruifes,  inevitable 
from-  the  confufion,  were  all  the 
damage,  except  a  pregnant  wo¬ 
man  who  is  ftated  to  have  been 
borne  down  by  the  crowd,  and 
fhockingly  trampled  upon.  Thofo 
behind  the  feenes  were  in-  a  dread¬ 
ful  condition.  Three  perfons  much 
burnt,  have  been  drawn  out  from 
the  flames.  The  toclin  was  founds 
ing  at  the  moment  of  the  account 
departing,  the  interior  part  ftill 
burning,  and  the  fight  of  new 
vidims  was  perpetually  feared. 

The  laft  difpatches  from  th$ 
Eaft-Indies  have  developed  the 
origin  and  eaufe  ©f  the  mutinous 
behaviour  of  the  native  battalions 
which  had  created  a  confiderabk, 
alarm  at  Calcutta.  The  public j 
fervice  requiring  that  troops  fhoule 
be  lent  to  Malacca  by  fea,-  the  15H 

battalioij 
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battalion  of  fepoys,  on  a  propo¬ 
rtion  from  their  officers,  voluntarily 
ottered  themielves  to  embark  ;  the 
propofition  was  repeated  to  them  at 
three  different  times,  in  order  that 
they  might  have  full  leifure  to 
deliberate  upon  it,  and  form  their 
determination ;  and  they  again 
repeated  their  acquiefcence.  The 
Britifh  government  in  India,  fenfible 
of  the  prejudice  of  the  Hindoos 
againft  a  voyage  by  fea,  and  ever 
attentive  to  them,  exprefied  their 
approbation  at  the  zeal  of  the  15  th 
battalion,  in  voluutarily  undertak¬ 
ing  fervice  which  was  left  to,  their 
option  to  accept  or  decline.  Con¬ 
venient  fltips  were  prepared  for 
their  accommodation,  and  every 
precaution  was  uled  to  provide  wood 
and  water,  under  the  inlpedtion  of 
officers  and  men  feledted  and  de¬ 
puted  by  the  laid  battalion,  to  luper- 
intend  the  provifions.  Alter  many 
days,  to  the  al'tonifhment  of  govern¬ 
ment,  the  battalion,  without  any 
reaion  whatever,  retracted  the 
acquiefcence  which  they  had  volun¬ 
tarily  and  deliberately  given  ;  this 
was  confidered  as  a  defertion  of 
their  duty  as  foldiers ;  but  their 
fubfequent  conduct  was  fucli  as  to 
leave  them  without  any  title  to 
iorgivenefs.  They  were  for  many 
days  in  a  hate  of  adlual  outrageous 
mutiny ;  and  when  required  by 
colonel  Erlkine  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  had  the  audacity  to  lire  on 
the  opth  battalion.  For  this  con- 
du<d,  the  council  at  Calcutta  order 
it  to  be  declared,  that  the  15th  bat¬ 
talion  of  native  fepoys  has  been 
broken  with  infamy,  and  its  colours 
burned,  and  that  their  cafe  lliould 
be  publilhed  in  the  Perlian  language 
and  difperfed. 

Died. — In  Berkeley  county, 
Virginia,  on  the  17th  of  February, 
Mr.  Charles  Rq^rts,  at  the  un¬ 


common  age  of  one  hundred  and 
lixteen.  He  was  a  native  of  Ox- 
fordfhire  in  England,  but  bad  le- 
lided  ill  America  nearly  eighty 
years.  He  feemed  to  retain  ail 
his  faculties  in  perfect  exercife  to 
ihe  end  of  his  exiften.ee,  and  two 
years  before  liis  death  rode  to 
church  alone.  During  his  long 
life  he  knew  not  ficknels,  and  his 
death  was  not  preceded  by  indif- 
pofition  5  it  was  hidden,  as  he  was 
eating  his  lupper. 

Mr.  Chriftopher  Pivett,  _  , 
carver  and  gilder,  in  York,  aged  ot  ’ 
ninety-three.  He  was  formerly  in 
the  retinue  of  his  royal  highnefs 
William  duke  of  Cumberland  ;  he 
fought  under  the  earl  of  Stair  at 
the  battle  of  Dettingen,  and  under 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  in  the 
battle  of  Fonfenoy ;  was  at  the? 
liege  of  Carlitte,  and  the  battle  of 
Culloden ;  be  went  to  York  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1746.  His 
habitation  having  been  burnt  down, 
he  took  the  lingular  resolution  of 
not  lying  in  a  bed,  which  he  bad 
not  done  for  the  laft  thirty-eight 
years  of  his  life  :  He  gfed  to  bleep 
upon  the  floor,  or  upon  a  chair  or 
chairs  with  his  cloaths  on.  During 
the  whole  of  this  period  he  lived 
alone,  cooked  his  victuals,  and 
feldom  admitted  any  perfon  into 
his  habitation,  carefully  concealing 
the  place  of  Ins  birth,  or  to  whom 
he  was  related.  It  is  fuppofed  that 
he  was  born  in  or  near  London,  and 
that  his  relations  reiide  there. 
He  appeared  to  have  had  a  liberal 
education ;  was  fond  of  having 
receipts  for  money  in  the  name  of 
Sir  Chriftopher  Pivett,  and  was 
remarkable  for  many  lingularities  : 
Amongft  other  uncommon  articles 
which  compofed  the  furniture  of 
liis  apartment,  were  a  human  Ik  till, 
fome  old  i word's  and  armour,  on 
‘i  wkick 
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which  he  fet  great  value.  He 
retained  his  faculties  to  the  laft, 
declined  to  be  indulged  with  a  bed 
or  even  a  mattrafs,  and  refuted  all 
medical  affiftance.  He  was  an  in¬ 
genious  artift,  and  an  honeft  man. 


SEPTEMBER. 

^  Scarborough. — On  Sunday 
laft,  three  gentlemen  from 
Horsforth,  in  the  Weft  Riding, 
went  on  the  water  with  a  pleafure- 
boat,  rowed  by  a  man  named 
Haycock ;  and,  in  returning,  the 
ftrength  of  the  wind,  and  violence 
of  the  waves,  driving  them  amongft 
the  breakers,  threw  them  near  ten 
yards  from  the  veffel ;  and,  unable 
io  regain  either  the  boat  or  fhore, 
they  all  perifhed  in  fight  of  a  great 
multitude  of  fpeetators,  who  exerted 
/themfelves  in  vain  for  their  relief. 
The  bodies  of  the  three  former  have 
been  found  ;  the  latter  has  left  a 
wife  and  child. 

,  A  large  altar-piece  has  juft 
^  '  been  placed  in  the  church  of 

St.  John's,  Southwark,  reprefent- 
ihg  the  patron  faint  of  the  church, 
under  the  influence  of  divine  infpi- 
ration,  compofing  his  revelations. 
The  figure  of  St.  John  is  very  finely- 
conceived,  and  admirably  expreffes 
the  holy  enthufiafm  fuited  to  the 
occafion.  The  attendant  figures 
are  ftriking  and  appropriate.  The 
colouring  is  ehafte,  beautiful,  and 
harmonious.  This  picture  is  the 
work  of  Mr.  Peters,  and  is  in  the 
higheft  degree  creditable  to  his  truly 
malterly  pencil. 

-  ,  A  dreaaful  fire  happened  at 
a  fmall  village  called  Eaft 
Whitton,  on  the  eftate  of  the  earl 
of  Aylefbury,  in  the  North  Riding 
of  the  county  of  York,  .  The 


flames  broke  out  at  the  workhoufe, 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  when 
rrioft  of  the  inhabitants  were  in  the 
fields  reaping.  The  buildings  being 
chiefly  covered  with  thatch,  and 
the  wind  ftrong  at  S.  W.  the  fire 
burnt  with  fuch  irrefiftible  fury  as 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours  totally 
ruined  near  a  dozen  families,  burn¬ 
ing  fixteen  dwelling-houfes  and  out¬ 
buildings,  with  a  large  quantity  of 
corn  and  farmirig-utenfils,  all  of 
which  were  uninfured. 

This  day  John  Sellers,  William 
Footner,  and  Elizabeth  Jones,  were 
put  to  the  bar  at  the  Old  Bailey ;  the 
former  upon  the  charge  of  having 
wilfully  and  malicioufly  wounded 
Mr.  Thomas  Yates,  with  a  piftol 
ball,  of  which  wound  he  died,  and 
the  two  latter  for  aiding  and  abet¬ 
ting  in  the  faid  murder.  The 
evidence  of  the  fervant,  Mary 
Thompfon,  varied  from  her  former 
depofition  before  the  magiftrates, 
before  whom  the  fwore  that  Mr. 
Yates  puftied  away  the  piftol  with 
his  hand  when  prefented  by  Sellers ; 
but  contradicted  herfelf  in  this  parti¬ 
cular  on  the  trial,  that  Mr.  Yates 
did  not  touch  the  piftol,  nor  was  it 
poflible  for  him  to  reach  it,  though 
on  her  firft  examination  the  had 
lworn  that  Mr.  Yates  had  hold  of 
it,  and  was  ftruggling  with  it  at 
the  moment  it  went  off.  It  came 
out  in  evidence  that  Mr.  Yates 
behaved  in  a  vindictive  quarrelfome 
manner  in  the  houfe,  having  threat¬ 
ened  Mifs  Jones  with  perfonal 
violence.  Sellers  in  his  defence, 
denied  all  intention  of  killing  Mr. 
Yates,  but  faid  that  the  piftol  went 
off,  owing  to  Yates  taking  hold 
of  it ;  and  that  he  had  defired  to 
be  furnifhed  with  the  piftols  for  his 
perfonal  defence,  as  Mr.  Yates  had 
repeatedly  threatened  to  bring  in 
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Several  perfons  to  turn  them  out  by 
force.  He  had  only  been  ihut  out 
for  the  purpofe  of  keeping-  him  out 
till  the  attorney,  who  had  been  fent 
for,  (hould  arrive,  and  that  his  taking 
the  piflol  was  the  impulfe  of  the 
moment,  and  was  only  intended  to 
have  intimidated,  him ;  and  that 
Mr.  Yates  hiinfelf  feized  hold  of 
the  piftol  to  wreft  it  from  him.  It 
did  not  appear  that  Mil's  Jones  or 
Footner  were  at  all  implicated,  and 
numerous  witnefies  gave  Sellers  an 
exemplary  character  for  humanity 
and  mildnels  of  difpofition.  The 
jury  found  Sellers  guilty  of  man- 
daughter,  and  acquitted  Mils  Jones 
and  Mr.  Footner. 

William  Clarke,  the  driver 
%  ’  of  the  Newmarket  mail,  was 

indicted  for  wilful  murder.  It  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  prifoner  was  driving 
the  mail  coach  at  a  very  furious 
rate  along  Bifliopfgate-ftreet,  where 
he  ran  over  a  boy  and  killed  him 
on  the  fpot.  The  prifoner  drove  on 
without  knowing  of  the  accident, 
but  was  loon  afterwards  flopped. 
He  alledged  in  his  defence,  that 
his  employers  were  under  contract 
to  perform  the  journey  within  a 
certain  period,  and  therefore  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  drive  fo  fait. 
The  judge,  in  fumming  up  the  evi¬ 
dence,  obferved;  “  no  contract  could 
juftify  a  man  for  driving  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  endanger  the  lives  of 
others.”  The  jury  retired,  and  were 
abfent  two  hoursj  when  they  re¬ 
turned,  and  found  the  prifoner,  not 
guilty. 

Liverpool. — This  morning,  a  little 
belore  one  o’clock,  a  molt  dreadful 
hie  broke  out  in  a  large  warehoufe, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Iiervey,  in  Cheap- 
fide  ;  which,  notwithftanding  every 
polFible  exertion,  could  not  be  got 
tinder  till  the  whole  warehpufe, 


with  all  its  valuable  contents,  were 
confumed.  The  top  part  was  oc¬ 
cupied  bv  Middleton,  as  a  cotton 
manufactory,  where  the  fire  broke 
out,  occafioned,  as  is  fuppofed,  by 
the  friClion  of  one  of  Mile  wheels 
employed  in  the  *  works.  In  the 
lower  part  were  eleven  thoufand 
meafures  of  wheat,  belonging  to 
M'effrs.  Corrie,  Gladftone,  and  Co. 
which,  with  a  large  quantity  of 
hides,  rum,  brandy,  and  other  lpirits, 
were  entirely  deltroyed.  About 
three  o’clock,  the  front  part  of  the 
warehoufe  fell  into  the  ftreet,  direCtly 
upon  one  of  the  fire-engines  that 
was  then  working,  which  occafioned 
a  fcene  of  horror  imppffible  to  be 
delcribed  :  three  men  were  crulhed 
to  pieces  on  the  fpot ;  ten  more 
were  carried  to  the  infirmary  in  a 
dreadful  fituation,  two  of  whom  died 
immediately  ;  and  it  is  thought  that 
many  more  will  be  found  among 
the  ruins  :  two  of  the  deceafed  were 
foldiers  belonging  to  the  Tay  fen- 
cibles ;  the  others  are  a  butcher, 
and  two  of  the  people  belonging  to 
the  engine.  The  fire  .is  not  yet  ex- 
tinguifhed  ;  but  it  is  fo  far  fubdued, 
that  there  is  not  much  danger  of 
the  flames  extending  to  the  neigh*- 
bouring  buildings. 

William  Beck  lord,  efq.  of  Fonthill, 
is  collecting  the  materials  for  a 
building  of  wonderful  grandeur  and 
utility.  It  is  to  confilt  of  a  tower, 
to  be  ereCted  on  Stops’  Beacon,  near 
Fonthill,  the  loftieft  fcite  in  that 
neighbourhood  it  is  to  have  a  fquare 
of  eighty  feet  clear,  within  the  walls, 
at  the  bale,  and  to  be  two  hundred 
and  eighty  feet  high,  with  a  lantern 
at  the  top,  fo  that  it  will  command 
a  view  of  near  eighty  miles  every 
way,  and  the  lantern  to  be  feen  by 
night  at  a  greater  diftauee.  It  is 
to  be  furnifhed  as  an  ouiervatory, 
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and,  notwithstanding  its  immenfe 
height,  is  to  be  to  confirudted  as 
thgt  a  coach  and  fix  may  be  driven 
with  eafe  and  fafety  from  the  bate 
to  the  top,  and  down  again.  This 
Stupendous  work  will  probably  em¬ 
ploy  hundreds  of  the  neighbouring 
poor  for  near  ten  years. 
f)  Plymouth.  —  About  four 

this  afternoon  the  fore  ma¬ 
gazine  of  the  Amphion,  then  lying 
alongfide  the  ffieer  hulk  in  Harhoaze, 
refitting,  by  fome  accident  took  fire 
and  blew  up,  which  had  fuch  au 
clTept  as  to  rip  the  upper  works  in 
the  fore  part  of  the  thip  to  atoms, 
and  Hie  almolt  immediately  funk  in 
ten  fathoms  of  water.  Several  of 
her  crew  were  blown  up  with  her, 
ten  or  twelve  of  whom  tell  on  board 
the  bulk,  mangled  in  a  manner  too 
dreadful  to  deferibe  ;  many  others 
fell  in  the  water  and  perifhed,  and 
a  few  were  taken  up  with  but  flight 
injury.  The  number  of  the  fliips 
company,  and  the  vifitdrs  (of  which 
there  were  feveral),  unfortunately 
on  board  at  the  time,  are,  from  the 
heft  accounts,  hated  at  no  lets  than 


two  hundred  and  fifty,  out  of  which 
number,  according  to  the  moft  ac¬ 
curate  returns  that  have  been  made,, 
only  thirty-feven  men  and  two 
women  have  been  faved,  and  fome 
of  thole  Severely  wounded.  Capt. 
Pel  lew  had  fome  officers  of  other 
ihips  on  board  to  dine,  who,  with 
his  own  officers,  were  with  him  in 
the  cabin  at  the  firpe  of  the  acci¬ 
dent,  out  of  whom,  there  is  reafon 
to  fear,  only  bimfeif  and  his  firft 
lieutenaqt  have  efcaped  with  life, 
both  of  whom  are  wounded,  the 
former  (lightly,  the  latter,  if’’  is 
feared,  in  a  much  more  dangerous 
manner.  As  the  names  of  all  the 
officers  who  have  perithed  cannot 
yet  be  obtained  with  that  accuracy 
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which  is  neceffary  on  fo  melancholy 
an  occafion,  it  is  deemed  prudent  to 
mention  that  only  of  capt.  William 
Swaffield,  commander  of  his  ma- 
jefiy’s  fhip  Overyffell,  of  fixty-foui 
guns,  now  under  failing  orders  in 
this  harbour,  who  was  in  the  cabin 
with  capt.  Pellew  and  other  officers, 
anc(  is  gone  down  in  the  fhip,  in 
confequence  of  which  the  Overyfle] 
is  in  mourning  on  the  melancholy 
event.  It  is  alfo  feared  that  the 
fecond  and  third  lieutenants  of  the 
Amphion  had  fhared  a  fimilar  fate 
Capt.  Pellew  had  a  very  miraculous 
efcape— He  is  faid  to  have  heard  a 
kind  of  rumbling  noife  immediately 
preceding  the  blowing  up,  which 
alarmed  him,  and  he  inftantly  ran 
into  the  quarter-gallery  neareft  the 
fneer  hulk,  on  whofe  deck  he  was 
inftantaneoufly  thrown,  whereby  he 
received  a  fpvere  blow  on  one  fide 
of  the  head,  and  a  contufion  on  his 
hreafi,  but  is  in  a  fair  way  of  re¬ 
covery.  Though  the  explofion  was 
as  may  be  expelled,  very  great,  yet 
it  had  but  a  trifling  effect  on  fhore, 
pr  indeed  even  on  board  the  fliips 
along-fide  which  flie  lay.  Her  mafts, 
yards,  &c.  were  fhivered  almofl  tc 
pieces,  and  lifted  out  of  the  fhip 
(except  the  mizen-maft) ;  four  0) 
her  guns,  twelve  pounders,  were 
thrown  in  upon  the  hulk’s  deck,  and 
feveral  bodies,  pieces  of  the  wreck, 
&c.  were  l’een  to  be  thrown  as  high 
as  her  maiptop-gallan,t-maft  head  ; 
in  ffiqrt,  the  whole  wag  inch  a  dread¬ 
ful  feene,  as  the  human  mind  cannot 
dwell  upon  but,  with  indefcribable 
horror!  The  dead  bodies  and  mangled 
limbs  that  were  picked  up  have 
been  conveyed  to  the  hofpital,  in 
order  to  be  interred.  Apparatules 
are  preparing  for  lifting  the  lhip, 
which  will  be  done  as  foon  as  poi- 
fible,  as  file  lay  immediately  in  the 
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track  of  the  men  of  war  going  into, 
•and  coming  out  of  dock;  perhaps, 
when  this  is  effected,  the  will  pre¬ 
lent  fuch  a  fpedacle,  as  pofiibly  has 
been  feldom  or  fcarcely  equalled, 
the  greater  part  of  the  unfortunate 
fufferers  being  Hill  in  the  (hip’s  hold. 
The  caufe  of  the  accident  is  not, 
and  in  all  probability  never  wall  be, 
diicovered  ;  as  there  is  little  reafon 
to  doubt  but  the  perfon,  whole  im¬ 
prudence  occafioned  the  dH after,  has 
fhared  in  the  melancholy  fate  of  his 
unfortunate  companions. 

,  This  afternoon  the  coro- 
3  *  ner’s  jury  fat  on  the  body 
«f  alady  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hoi  born,  who  died  in  confeqtience 
of  a  wound  from  her  daughter,  the 
preceding  day.  While  the  family 
were  preparing  for  dinner,  the  young 
lady,  in  a  lit  -of  infinity,  leized  a 
cafe  knife  -lying  on  the  table,  and  in 
a  menacing  manner  purfued  a  little 
girl,  her  apprentice,  round  the  room. 
On  the  eager  calls  of  her  helplefs 
infirm  mother,  to  forbear,  (lie  re¬ 
nounced  her  lirft  objed,  and,  with 
loud  (bricks,  approached  her  parent. 
rlhe  child,  by  her  cries,  quickly 
brought  up  the  landlord  of  the 
houle,  but  too  late :  the  dreadful 
l'cene  prefente-d  to  him  the  mother 
iifelefs  on  a  chair,  pierced  to  the 
heart;  her  daughter  yet  wildly 
handing  over  her  with  the  fatal 
knife  ;  and  the  venerable  old  man, 
her  father,  weeping  by  her  fide, 
himfelf  bleeding;  at  the  forehead, 
from  the  effeds  of  a  blow  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  one  of  the  forks  Ihe 
had  been  madly  hurling  about  the 
room.  For  a  few  days  prior  to 
this,  the  family  had  difeovered  feme 
fymptoms  of  lunacy  in  her,  which 
had  lb  much  increafed  on.  the  Wed- 
nefday  evening,  that  her  brother, 
«arly  the  next  morning,  went  in 


queft  of  Dr.  Pitcairn  :  had  that 
gentleman  been  providentially  met 
with,  the  fatal  cataffropke  had,  pro¬ 
bably,  been  prevented.  She  had 
once  before,  in  the  earlier  part  of 
her  life,  been  deranged,  from  the 
harraffing  fatigues  of  too  much  bu- 
ffnefs.  4  s  her  carriage  towards  her 
mother  had  been  affectionate  in 
the  extreme,  it  is  believed,  that  to 
her  increafed  attentivenefs  to  her, 
as  her  infirmities  called  fur  it,  is 
•to  be  aferibed  the  lofs  of  her  reafon 
at  this  time.  The  jury,  without 
hefitation,  brought  in  their  v-erdid, 
— Lunacy. 

Died. — Lately,  William  Johnfon 
Temple,  LL.B.  formerly  yedor  of 
Mamhead,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
to  which  he  was  prefen  ted  by  the 
earl  of  Lifburne,  and  exchanged  it 
for  St.  Glu vi as.1  He  was  formerly 
of  Trinity-hall,  Cambridge.  He  was 
the  author  of  an  Effiy  on  the 
Clergy.  Svo.  1774.  Hiftorical  and 
Political  Memoirs.  8vo.  And  “  on 
the  Abides  of  imreftrained  Power, 
an  Hiftorical  Effay."  He  wrote 
alio  the  Charader  of  Mr,  Gray, 
adopted  by  Mr.  Mafon  and  Dr. 
Johnfon,  in  their  refpedive  lives  of 
that  author. 

At  Cork,  of  an  apoplexy,  James 
Fitzgerald,  efq.  barrilter  at  law. 
Though  very  young,  he  was  ge¬ 
nerally  fuppofed  to  be  the  fatteft 
man  in  the  kingdom.  His  vvaiffcoat 
has  been  frequently  buttoned  round 
three  men  together  of  ordinary 
bulk. 


OCTOBER. 

%  -  - 

The  cotton-mills  at  Hunfiet, 
near  Leeds,  belonging  to 
Meffrs.  Beverley,  Crofs,  and  Co. 
were  difeovered  to  be  on  fire, 
*  E  4  which 
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which  raged  with  fuch  fury  as  to 
cjeftroy  the  works  and  buildings  in 
little  more  than  forty  minutes.  'I  he 
damage  is  eftmiated  at  .£.100,000. 
'1’he  premifes  and  flock  were  in- 
fured  in  the  Sun  and  London  infur- 
ance  offices,  for  only  8,oool. 
c.-i  At  the  general  quarter  fef- 
°  fions  for  York,  William  Swift, 
aged  ninety-three,  was  convicted  of 
alfaulting,  with  intent  to  raviih, 
Frances  Gleelon,  a  girl  not  twelve 
years  old.  and  was  fentenced  to  be 

V  ' 

confined  for  two  years  in  the  houfe 
of  correction,  and  kept  to  hard 
labour. 

^  About  a  quarter  paft  ten  at 
’  A  '  night  a  lire  was  dilcovered  at 
New  Mills,  near  Henley,  which  in 
the  fpace  of  an  hour  burnt  the  corn 
and  paper  mills  to  the  ground,  with 
one  of  the  drying  houfes,  containing 
eight  hundred  reams  of  paper.  The 
corn  and  paper  mills,  with  the  out- 
lioufes  and  liock,  were  infured  ;  but 
one  meal-man,  who  had  lately  come 
to  the  town,  loft  corn  and  flour  to 
the  value  of  near  four  hundred 
pounds,  which  was  not  infured.  The 
inhabitants  of  Henley,  and  part  of 
the  16th  regiment  of  light  dragoons, 
exerted  themlelves  very  much  in 
fuppreffing  the  fire,  and  by  that 
means  laved  the  dwelling-houfe  and 
part  of  the  premifes  from  the  flames. 

Mr,  ingall,  houfe-fieward  and 
butler  to  the  dowager  lady  Webber, 
at  Battle  Abbey  in  Suffex,  is  now  in 
his  11 6th  year,  and  in  the  Q2d  of 
his  fervitude  in  that  family;  indeed, 
for  feveral  years  paft,  his  fituation 
cannot  be  called  fervitude  :  for  fo  in¬ 
dulging  and  humane  is  lady  Webber, 
that  he  does  whatever  he  plcafes ; 
and  her  orders  to  all  the  fervants 
are  to  humour  him  in  every  thing. 

,  Plymouth.  • —  The  court- 
martial  which  was  held  lab 


Saturday  on  board  the  admiral’s 
blip  Cambridge,,  to  enquire  into  the 
caufe  of  the  lots  of  his  majefty’s 
blip  Aniphion,  which  blew  up  on 
the  2 2d  of  lall  month,  in  this  har¬ 
bour,  after  an  examination  of  all 
the  furviving  crew,  very  honourably 
acquitted  both  the  captain  and  offi¬ 
ce!  s  of  every  idea  of  remiffnels  or 
negleCt  upon  that  occafion.  .  It  muh 
have  been  particularly  gratifying  to 
capt.  Pellew,  after  the  court-mar¬ 
tial  was  over,  at  the  requelt  made 
to  him  by  the  whole  of  the  blip’s 
company  which  furvived  this  un¬ 
happy  affair,  that  he  would  tuber 
them  to  be  partners  of  his  future 
fortune,  when  he  lhould  obtain  a 
fliip,  having  fo  long  failed  with 
him. 

About  nine  o’clock  at  , 
night  the  houfe  of  Richard  1  ‘ 
Timlon,  of  Hallaton,  Leicefterfhire, 
was  dilcovered  to  be  on  fire,  which, 
with  four  others,  was  entirely  con- 
fumed  before  any  aOiftance  could  be 
procured :  but  the  fury  of  the  flames 
was  happily  checked  by  the  activity 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  ftripped  ofl 
the  roofs  of  the  two  adjoining 
houfes. 

This  evening  a  very  me- 
lancholy  accident  happened 
at  Ilfracombe :  a  blip  called  the 
London,  from  St.  Kitt’s,  having  on 
board  a  confiderable  number  oj 
blacks,  (French  prifoners,)  was 
driven  on  the  rocks,  near  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  pier,  during  a  violenl 
gale  of  wind,  by  which  about  fifty 
of  the  prifoners  were  drowned 
thole  who  got  on  fhore  exhibitec 
a  moft  wretched  ipedacle  ;  and  the 
Irene  altogether  was  too  blocking 
for  defcription.  The  wind  was 
blowing  diredly  fair  for  the  har¬ 
bour. 


Turin . — On  the 


night 
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•day  the  13th  inftant,  his  Sardinian 
majefty  was  feized  with  an  apopledic 
fit,  which  for  fome  time  deprived 
him  of  fpeech.  The  immediate 
application  of  blifters  and  bleeding 
brought  his  majefty  to  his  fenfes 
the  next  morning  ;  and  his  fpeech, 
though  imperfectly,  was  recovered. 
During  this  interval  the  facraments 
were  adminiftered.  Inwards  the 
eyening  alarming  fymptoms  return¬ 
ed,  and  recourfe  was  had  to  a  third 
bleeding  in  the  foot,  which  not 
proving  efficacious,  the  extreme 
unCtion  was  adminiftered.  His  ma¬ 
jefty  lay  fpeechlefs,  and  with  one 
tide  wholly  pained,  during  the  night. 
At  five  yefterday  morning  he  was 
pronounced  to  be  a  V  agonic t  and  it 
was  not  imagined  he  could  outlive 
the  day.  His  majefty,  however, 
lingered  till  near  noon  this  day, 
when  he  expired,  as  lincerely  la¬ 
mented  by  all  his  iubjects  as  he 
had  conftantly  lived  beloved  and 
reipected  by  them  during  a  reign  of 
upwards  of  twenty-three  years. 
This  melancholy  event  has  plunged 
all  the  royal  family  into"  the  deepelt 
affliction. 

2oth  Mr.  Macpherfon  put  an 
end  to  his  exiftence  on  En¬ 
field  Chace.  D  ragged  by  the  rude 
hands  of  a  runner  and  a  conftable 
before  a  juftice  of  peace  as  a  French 
fpy,  it  appeared,  on  a  fhort  exami¬ 
nation,  that  he  had  been  an  utlier 
in  feveral  fchopls,  which  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  letters  and  bills  found  in 
his  pocket,  but  had  for  feveral  days 
in  vain  folicited  relief  or  lodging  in 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  for 
want  of  money  to  pay  for  them.  He 
was  difmiffied  with  an  order  to  quit 
the  pari fii ;  and  the  conftable  having 
in  vain  applied  for  a  lodging  at  the 
public  houfes,  inftead  of  lodging  him 
at  the  \yatcli-ffioufe  or  work-houfe 
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for  the  night,  left  him  to  fhift  for 
lumfehf,  and  find  his  way  in  the 
dark  to  Barnet  over  the  Chace, 
where  he  was  next  morning  found 
hanging  on  a  tree,  and  hardly  cold. 
About  three  weeks  before,  there 
had  been  found  in  a  wood  behind 
'Bowes  Farm,  in  Edmonton  pariffl, 
another  unfortunate  wretch  hanhmr 
oy  his  dockings  on  a  tree,  but  in  f© 
putrid  a  bate  that  his  head  and  feet 
leparated  from  his  body.  He  had 
on  a  good  coat  and  a  kerfeymeer 
waiftcoat,  an^in  his  pocket  only  fix- 
pence  and  fome  halfpence. 

This  morning,  about  fix 
o’clock,  the  inhabitants  of 
Rippon  were  greatly  alarmed  by  a 
violent  concuffion  of  the  earth,  which 
ftiook  almoll  every  houfe  in  the 
place.  A  mile  from  the  town  the" 
ground,  about  four  yards  fquare,  w.  s 
found  to  have  funk,  and  water  iffiued 
in  great  abundance  from  the  aper¬ 
ture*.  On  Monday  afternoon  nearly 
three  roods  of  ground  had  fallen  in, 
and  the  gulph  was  bill  mcreafingl 
The  depth  was  more  than  nineteen 
fathoms ;  and  a  large  alb-tree  grow¬ 
ing  upon  the  fpot  hud  funk  out  of 
fight.  This  lingular  phmnomenoti 
excites  the  more  alarm,  as  there  is 
not  any  coal,  or  other  pit,  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

the  univerfity  of  Oxford  has 
lately  printed,  at  its  own  expence, 
to  be  diftributed  gratis  among  the 
French  clergy  who  have  taken  re¬ 
fuge  in  Great  Britafn,  (ad  uffini 
Glen  Gallicani  in  Angliie  exulantis, 
as  the  title  bates)  2,000  copies  of 
the  vulgate  and  of  the  new  tefta- 
ment.  The  marquis  of  Buckingham 
has  likewife  cauled  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  ot  copies  to  be  printed  at  his 
own  expence  lor  the  fame  purpofe. 

Died.— lb.  At  his  houfe  at 
Bath,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age, 

the 
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die  rev.  James  Forclyce,  D.D.  He 
was  born  at  Aberdeen,  of  exemplary 
•parents,  who  had  a  large  family, 
and  were  felicitous  to  give  their 
children  a  liberal  education  The 
doctor  was  their  fourth  fon. —  He 
was  educated  at  the  univerfity  of 
Aberdeen,  and  was  early  fettled 
mmifter  of  the  parilh  of  Brechin,  and 
afterwards  of  Alloa,  feveral  years. 
He  was  upwards  of  twenty  years 
cnin  liter  to  a  numerous  and  re- 
fpeciable  congregation  of  diffenters 
m  the  city  of  London,  hill  his  ill 
health  compelled  him  to  leave  it 
ffbout  thirteen  years  aco.  The 
Dodor  will  be  long  remembered 
as  the  author  of  the  ingenious  and 
elegant  fermons  to  young  women, 
and  addrefies  to  young  men,  and  of 
fcveral  other  valuable  publications  • 
id s  wad  for  bis  energetic  hil  true- 
done  from  the  pulpit.  Ills  private 
char  icier  was  amiable  ;  bis  manners 
■were  thole  of  a  gentleman  and  a 
ehriftian.  He  blended  great  ehear- 
tnlnefs  with  a  fincere  and  ardent 
piety.— He  -poileffed  a  cultivated 
underfianding,  a  warm  heart,  and 
great  liberality  of  fentiment.  He 
was  a  fteady  friend  to  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  and  was  difpofed 
to  embrace  men  of  worth,  of  every 
pe-rfuafion  ;  not  from  indifference 
to  opinions,  but  from  a  fpirit  of 
chriftian  catholicifm.  He  was  a 
whig  in  Scotland  111  the  rebellion 
of  1745,  when  he  took  an  active 
part  againlt  the  pretender’s  forces; 
and  he  cheriflied  the  fame  principles 
to  the  laft. 

^  ,  In  his  87th  year,  Thomas 
*  '  Reid,  D.D.  profeffor  of  moral 
phiiofophy  at  the  univerfity  of 
Glafgow.  He  was  a  wonderful 
example  of  early  proficiency  in 
mathematics,  fince  he  was  mafter 
of  fir  Ifaac  Newton  s  Frineipia  at 


the  age  of  twenty.  He  wrote  forni 
papers  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf 
actions  on  mathematical  fubjedts 
which  do  him  much  honour,  Bu 
his  fame  chiefly  refts  on  the  meta 
phyficai  writings,  in  which  hi 
maintains  the  dodrine  of  commoi 
fenfe  againft  lceptics,  and  levereh 
arraigns  the  phiiofophy  of  Locke 
whom  he  conffders  as  the  grea 
promoter,  though  unintentionally 
of  modern  fcepticifm.  His  work 
are  :  i.  An  Enquiry  into  the  Humai 
Mind,  on  the  Principles  of  Commoi 
Senfe.  8vo.  176*4.  2.  Effays  or 

the  Intellectual  Powers  of  Man 
4to.  1785.  rPhe  former  of  theft 
was  anfwered  by  Dr.  Prieftley,  who 
with  his  ufaal  politenefs,  told  Dr 
Reid,  that  his  ignorance  was  a  dif 
grace  io  any  univerfity. 

Aged  100,  Aon  Keighley,  0 
Ilundet,  near  Leeds.  3he  was 
mother,  grandmother,  and  great' 
grandmother,  to  two  hundred  ane 
fifty  children.  She  was  carriec 
to  church  by  twelve  grandchildren, 
and  nearly  one  hundred  0/  her  pro¬ 
geny  attended  her  funeral. 

Aged  102,  at  Little  Berkham- 
ftead,  Herts,  Jane  Collins,  a  pool 
induffrious  widow,  who,  a  very 
few  days  before  her  death,  walked 
more  than  four  miles,  carrying  a 
bafkel  of  vegetables  under  her  arm. 


NOVEMBER. 

Tuefday  laft,  in  Lincoln's-  , 
inn-hall,  the  lord  chancellor,  ^ 
after  hearing  the  exceptions  to  it 
argued,  confirmed  the  mafteffs  report 
in  the  Downing  caufe.  The  mafter 
has  reported,  that  the  prelent 
annual  value  of  the  eftates  deviled 
to  the  college  amounts  to  4,500k 
This  preliminary  point  being  at 
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length  obtained,  after  a  conteft  of 
many  years,  an  application  will 
immediately  be  made  to  the  crown, 
to  grant  a  charter  for  the  incorpo¬ 
ration  of  Downing  college,  in  the 
miiverlity  of  Cambridge. 

,  An  awful  and  lingular  bail¬ 
er  th  ,  . 

D '  '  norm  occurred  in  Norwich. 

Two  very  vivid  fl allies  of  lightning 
illumined  the  fouthern.  and  northern 
heniifphere,  fucceeded  by  heavy 
peals  of  thunder,  while  the  hail, 
which  fell  proiufely,  appeared  im¬ 
pregnated  with  lire. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day, 
information  was  given  upon 
oath,  to  the  ina  gift  rates  at  Bolton, 
that  preparations  were  making  in 
feme  of  the  neighbouring  villages 
to  obftrubt,  by  force,  the  deputy- 
lieutenants,  in  the  execution  of 
the  militia-laws  on  the  following 
days,  e,\preffes  were  immediately 
dilpatched  to  Jfolhua  Scrode,  efq. 
captain-commandant  of  the  South 
Holland  fquadron  of  loyal  Lincoln- 
fhire  gentlemen,  and  yeomen  caval¬ 
ry,  and  to  Thomas  Wiifon,  eiq. 
captain  of  the  Spalding  troop,  to 
requeft  their  affiilance  in  repelling 
any  unlawful  force,  and  in  main- 
taming,  the  public  peace.  Although 
the  commanding  officers  received 
this  melfage  very  late  in  the 
evening,  and  many  of  the  volun¬ 
teers,  in  their  reipective  troops  live 
at  a  great  distance  from  each  other, 
yet  fuch  was  the  zeal  and  alertnefs 
dilplayed  in  collecting  them,  that 
they  arrived  at  Bolton  on  Wednef- 
dav  morning  about  ten  o’clock. 
A  few  minutes  afterwards  the: 
rioters  entered  the  town  in  a  large 
body,  blowing  horns,  and  armed 
with  haves,  having  forced  into  their 
company  a  great  number  of  feryants 
and  labourers  m  hull)  an  dry  ;  but, 
foegig  the  cavalry  drawn  up  ia  the 
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market-place  in  military  order,  they 
were  deterred  from  committing  any 
ad  of  violence  whatever.  The 
bufmefs  of  the  day  (which  was 
to  receive  and  examine  the  lifts  of 
perioas  liable  toferve  in  the  prefent 
, militia)  then  proceeded,  and  \yas 
completed,  amidft  the  moll  per  fed 
tranquillity;  the  volunteers,  headed 
by  their  refpedive  officers,  parading 
the  town  during  the  greateft  part 
of  the  day  Happily  no  violent 
meal  tires  were  at  all  nCceflkry,  and 
no  harm  was  done  to  aiy  perfon. 

Wimhcfter. — This  vinom- 
ing,  between  two  and  three,  lot‘1* 
the  abbey  corn-mill,  in  this  city, 
occupied  by  Mr.  Thomas  Dowling, 
was  dilcoyered  to  be  on  fire.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  flames  were  not 
observed  till  they  were  at  fuch  an 
alarming  height  us  rendered  impof- 
fible  every  endeavour  to  fave  that 
building,  from  their  fm  y.  The  filk- 
mills  adjoining,  belonging  to  Meliks. 
S  hen  ton,  and  the  houfes  near,  were 
for  a  corffiderable  time  in  the  moft 
Imminent  danger;  but  the  adive 
and  well-direded  exertions  of  the 
N o r tli am p ton fh i r e  militia,  aided  by 
the  inhabitants,  at  length  arretted 
the  farther  progrels  of  deftrndion, 
and,  with  the  fafety  of  thefe  build¬ 
ings,  laved  perhaps  the  whole 
neighbourhood. 

Daft  night,  an  affray  took 
place  at  a  public  houfe,  in 
Cowcrofs,  near  Smithfield,  between 
a  party  of  cOtiftables,  watchmen, 
&c.  and  a  number  of  diforderly 
perlbns  of  both  fexes,  affembled  at 
what  is  called  a  '  cock  and  hen 
club.’  The  men  being  moftly. armed 
with  cutlaffes  and  knives,  made  a 
defperate  reiiftance,  and  wounded 
ieven  of  the  peace  officers  in  fo 
Stocking  a,  manner  that  ope  is  lince 
dead.  Three  of  the  ringleaders 

were 
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were  taken  into  citffody,  and  un¬ 
derwent  an  examination,  before  the 
magistrates  in  Hatton-garden,  who 
committed  them  to  Clerkcnweil 
bridewell. 

Stamford. — -ri  he  newly  elected 
member  for  Peterborough,  French 
Laurence,  efq.  LL.I).  advocate  of 
the  court  of  arches,  king's  profef- 
for  in  civil  ikw  in  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford,  and  judge  of  the  court  of 
admiralty  in  the  cinque-ports,  made 
the  following  fpeech  to  his  electors 
in  the  town-hall : 

u  Gentlemen,  I  thank  ’  you. 
“  Though,  in  the  practice  of  the 
“  profctfion  to  which  I  belong,  I 
14  am  not  unaccuftomed  to  public 
fpeaking,  yet  I  now  find  that  I 
“■  have  acquired  the  habit  of  ex- 
“  prefling  onty  the  feelings  of  others, 
“  not  my  own  :  I  want  language 
“  to  thank  you  as  I  ought.  It 
“  fn all  be  my  finely,  therefore,  in 
Ci  future,  to  manifeft,  by  my  actions, 
“  that  gratitude  which  1  am  unable 
44  to  declare  in  words.  You  know, 
“  gentlemen,  what  you  have  com- 
“  mitted  to  my  care.  Your  repre- 
“  fentative  is  to  watch  over  the 
14  interefls,  not  only  of  this  antient 
a  city,  not  only  of  this  kingdom, 
“  not  only  of  Great  Britain,  in  her 
“  connection,  fuch  as  it  now  exifts, 
44  with  Ireland,  but  of  the  whole 
“■  Britifh  empire;  of  an  empire 
^  dretching  forth  its  mighty 
“  branches  to  every  quarter  of  the 
‘s  globe,  and  overfhadovving,  with 
44  its  protection,  diflant  nations  of 
44  various  languages,  manners,  laws, 
44  and  religions  :  he  is  to  maintain, 
44  in  all  our  relations  to  them  and 
p  the  whole  world,  the  hononr  and 
•u  dignity  of  the  Britifh  name  ; 
above  all,  he  is  to  preferve  invio¬ 
late  for  our  pofterity,  as  we  have 
;  received  it  from  our  ancedors, 


44  that  which  is  the  foundation  anc 
44  fupport  of  all,  of  our  power  anc 
“  glory  abroad,  no  lefs  than  of  t)ui 
44  profperity  and  liappinefs  ai 
“  home — our  mod  excellent  eon- 
44  ftitution.  For  the  difeharge  oi 
44  thefe  momentous  duties  you  might 
44  have  found  many  more  able,  none 
44  more  zealous  than  myfelf.  Tc 
44  the  bed  of  my  poor  abilities,  1 
44  will  confcientioufly  do  what  m) 
44  own  principles,  as  well  as  m\ 
44  obligations  to  you,  require  ai 
44  my  hands.  I  will  ever  drml) 
44  refid  thofe  reftlefs  innovators 
44  who,  didatisfied,  they  know  noi 
44  why,  with  the  form  of  parliament 
44  under  which  this  country  has  f< 
44  long  flourifhed  great  and  free, 
44  would  fubftitute,  they  know  noi 
44  what,  fomething  or  any  thing 
44  on  which  no  two  of  them  conic 
44  ever  agree ;  who  ftigmatize  you 
44  as  unworthy  to  be  traded  wit!. 
44  the  choice  of  reprefentatives;  who 
44  to  purify  you,  as  they  call  it 
44  would  pour  m  upon  you  half  the 
44  Soke,  which  for  centuries  ha: 
a  depended,  and  is  dill  willing  t( 
44  depend,  upon  this  its  propel 
44  capital.  I  will  ever  firmly  refif 
44  thofe  narrow-minded  theoridsi 
44  who  acknowledge  no  lawfu 
“  authority  in  any  government  bu 
44  the  wildeft  democracy,  fuch  a: 
44  they  can  perpetually  agitate  bj 
44  their  intrigues ;  who  would  anni 
44  hilate  that  peerage  which  yoi 
44  cannot  but  revere,  when  you  hav< 
44  here  for  ever  in  your  eyes  fuel 
44  illudrious  patterns,  lefs  amiable  ir 
44  rank,  that  in  every  private  am 
44  public  virtue  ;  who  with  the  nobi 
44  lity  would  dedroy  the  monarchy 
44  the  fountain'  of  all  grace  ark 
44  favour  to  the  fubje&s  of  thef 
44  realms,  from  which  you  havJ 
44  derived  and  enjoy  all  your  higi 
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**  local  privileges,  immunities,  and 
**  jurifdiftions.  I  will  ever  relift, 
“  Hill  more  firmly  if  poffible,  thofe 
“  enemies  of  God  and  man,  who, 
u  under  the  falfe  name  of  philofo- 
“  phy,  would  take  from  us  the 
“  comforts  of  our  holy  religion  in 
“  ficknefs,  in  penury,  in  affli&ion, 
“  in  death ;  who,  as  may  belt  fait 
“  their  impious  purpofes,  now  ridi- 
“  cule,  or  revile,  that  they  may 
“  hereafter  perfecute,  the  minifters 
u  of  her  altars ;  who,  if  they 
“  can  prevail,  will  make  it  their 
u  idle  paftime  to  deface  and^clemo- 
“  lifh,  after  they  fiiall  have  ex- 
u  haufted  their  wantonnefs  of  in- 
“  vention,  in  profaning  and  polluting 
“  that  beautiful  fabric,  which  has 
<£  defied  the  beating  dorms  of  lo 
many  winters,  the  pride  and 
u  ornament  of  this  venerable  place. 

— Yes,  gentlemen,  whilft  many 
!C  of  you,  in  purfuance  of  your  late 

*  gallant  offer,  may  be  braving  the 
“  incommo4ities  and  perils  of  the 
u  field,  to  combat  under  the  leader 
“  you  love,  for  your  laws,  your 
“  liberties,  your  king,  your  country, 

*  and  your  God  ;  my  feeble  efforts 
u  in  the  lame  righteous  cHufe, 
“  under  the  fame  leader,  whom  it 
’*  will  be  the  boaft  of  my  life  to 
“  have  followed,  fiiall  not  be  want- 
“  ing  in  that  warfare  to  which  you 
A  fend  me.  It  is  an  awful  moment. 
<cThe  whole  frame  of  your  govern* 
,£  ment  in  church  and  ftate,  the 
A  whole  order  of  civil  fociety,  have 
u  been  and  Hill  are,  in  danger.  The 
“  blacked;  cloud  that  ever  lowered 
“  over  Europe  hangs  in  gloomy 
“  fulpence,  and  faddens  all  the 
“  profped  around  us.  May  the 
f‘  ray?  which,  breaking  through 

I  *  darknefs  of  this  morning, 
j*  now  dfines  upon  us  from  above, 

I  a  propitious  omen  !  If  I  lhall 
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“  have  any  diftant  fiiare,  however 
“  humble,  in  averting  the  enor- 
<£  mous  evil  that  threatens  us,  you, 
u  I  am  certain,  will  think  it  the 
“  bell;  acquittal  of  my  debt  to  you. 

“  With,  the  blefiing  of  God,  I  will 
“  at  lead  endeavour  to  defer  vb 
“  your  approbation.  In  the  mean 
u  time,  for  the  honour  you  have 
il  done  me,  and  the  confidence  you 
u  have  repofed  in  me,  once  more, 

“  gentlemen,  accept  my  thanks.' " 

l  his  day,  at  noon,  two 
more  powder-mills,  near  J7u3*  ^ 
Win  lion,  on  Hounfiow-beath,  blew 
up,  and  five  men  belonging  to  them 
unfortunately  loft  their" lives  by  the 
explolion.  Another  man  driving  a 
cart  was  killed  by  the  broken 
pieces  of  timber.  The  (hock  was 
fo  tremendous  that  it  fliook  the 
hoides  in  the  villages  to  a  confider- 
able  diftanee,  and  broke  a  great 
number  of  windows  two  miles  off. 

On  Monday  night  laft,  a  riot,  very 
little  inferior  to  that  which  oc¬ 
curred  at  Cow-crofs,  took  place  in 
Broad-ftreet,  St.  Giles’s  :  a  number 
oi  people  were  defperately  wounded, 
fome  of  whom  now  lie  dangeroofiy 
ill.  The  affray  originated  at  the 
houle  of  one  Stack,  a  publican, 
whole  houfe  for  many  years  has 
been  the  re  fort  of  the  lower  and 
moil  abandoned  clafs  of  Irifhmen. 
They  were  all  taken  before  Mr. 
Bond  at  the  public-office  in  Bow- 
ftreet,  where  they  underwent  an 
examination.— The  publican  was 
committed,  and,  as  a  farther 
puni  foment,  will  be  deprived  of  his 
licence. 

The  following  letter  was  t 
this  day  Iranftnitted  to  all 
admirals  and  captains,  whofe  names 
were  mentioned  in  the  Gazette  by 
earl  Howe,  as  having  fignaiized 
themfeives  in  the  adion  of  the  lft  of 
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June,  1794,  accompanying  the  medal 
which  has  been  p  relented  to  them. 

“  My  Lord,  (or  Sir), 
u  The  king  having  been  pleaded 
to  order  a  certain  number  of 
44  gold  medals  to  be  ltruck,  in  com- 
*  memoration  of  the  victory  obtained 
44  by  his  majefty’ s  fleet  under  the 
44  command  of  earl  Howe  over  that 
“  of  the  enemy,  in  the  actions  of 
44  the  -28th  and  29th  of  May,  and  lft 
“  of  June,  1794,  1  am  commanded 
“  by  his  majefty  to  prefen t  to 
44  your  lordfhip  one  of  the  medals 
44  above-mentioned;  and  to  hgnify 
i4  his  majefty ’s  pleafure  that  you 
14  fliould  wear  it  when  in  your 
‘4  uniform,  in  the  manner  defcribed 
‘4  by  the  directions  which  (together 
*4  with  the  medal  and  ribband 
•4  belonging  to  it)  l  have  the  honour 
Li  to  ti'anfmit  to  you.  1  am  alfo 
“  commanded  by  his  majefty  to 
44  acquaint  your  lordfhip,  that,  had 
44  it  been  poftible  for  all  the  officers 
44  on  whom  his  majefty  is  pleated  to 
54  confer  this  mark  of  his  appro- 
44  bation,  to  attend  perfonally  in 
44  London,  his  majefty  would  have 
44  prefented  the  medal  to  each  of 
44  them  in  perfon ;  but  that  being, 
“  from  various  caufes,  at  this  time 
44  impoffible,  his  majefty,  in  order 
44  to  obviate  all  further  delay,  has 
44  therefore  been  pleafed  to  direct 
44  them  to  be  forwarded  in  this 
u  manner.  Allow  me  to  exprefs 
“  the  great  latisfadion  I  feel  in 
u  being  made  the  channel  of  com- 
44  mumcating  to  your  lordflftp  fo 
44  diftingufhed  a  mark  of  his  ma- 
“  jelly’s  approbation.  I  have  the 
44  honour  to  be  my  lord,  (or  Sir), 

44  Your  lordfhip’s  molt  obedient 
44  humble  l'ervant, 

44  Spencer.” 

[The  admirals  to  wear  the  medal 
fulpended  by  a  ribband  round  their 


necks.  The  captains  to  wear  tin 
medals  fufpended  to  a  ribband,  but 
fattened  through  the  third  anc 
fourth  button  hole,  on  the  left  fide. 
The  colour  of  the  ribband  blue  aud 
white,] 

This  morning*  about  four  o’clock, 
a  lire  broke  out  at  a  iu  gar- baker’s, 
at  Cole  Stairs,  Shadwell,  which 
confirmed  the  whole  of  the  pi  emifes, 
together  with,  near  twenty  other 
houfes.  Five  or  fix  firemen  were 
dug  out  of  the  ruins,  three  oi  them 
fo  dangeroufly  h  ruffed  that  tlieii 
lives  are  defpaired  of. 

In  Lord  Grenville’s  grounds  at 
Dropmore,  Bucks,  tome  labourers, 
in  digging  for  a  fifb-pond,  have 
found  a  great  number  of  oaks 
buried  in  the  earth,  twelve  or 
fourteen  feet  deep ;  they  are  un¬ 
commonly  large,  fome  of  them 
fifty  feet  long,  and  the  greater  part 
perfectly  found.  They  were  all 
laid  elofe  together,  and  nearly  in 
one  direction.  If  they  have  been 
depots  ted  there  by  fome  great  inun¬ 
dation,  which  is  the  general  con¬ 
jecture,  it  is  rather  Angular;  for 
the  place  where  they  have  been 
found  is  by  far  the  higheft  fpot  in 
B  u  c  kingh  amt  h  i  re . 

Five  Mofaic  pavements  have 
been  lately  difeovered,  in  a  field 
called  Nunnery  Meadow,  in  the 
pariih  of  Maiden  Newton,  in  Dor- 
fetfhire.  One  of  them  meafures 
twenty  feet  by  thirty,  another 
twenty  by  fixteen,  and  a  third  fif¬ 
teen  by  fixteen,  connected  with  the 
two  former  by  means  of  a  Mofaic 
paffage  one  hundred  feet  lone,  and 
eight  wide.  The  large  ft  appears  to 
have  been  the  floor  of  a  Roman 
temple,  ereded  about  the  time  of 
the  emperor  Conltantine.  All  the 
pavements  are  enriched  with  figures 
of  a  mafterly  defign,  chiefly  relating 
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to  the  god  Neptune :  on  one  of 
them  have  been  difqovered  three 
legible  Latin  inscriptions. 

Lull  year,  a  gentleman,  of  Kendal, 
planted  a  potatoe  which  weighed 
Seventeen  ounces,  and  from  which 
he  gathered  an  increaie  of  upwards 
Oi’  twenty-nine  pounds ;  thefe  he 
carefully  referved,  and  had  fines 
planted  in  the  fpring  of  this  year ; 
the  increafe  has  been  twenty-two 
ftone  and  ten  pounds,  of  prime 
quality, 

Died. — 37th.  Mary  Jefferies,  a 
poor  woman,  aged  one  hundred  arid 
fifteen  years,  in  Old  Pve-ltreet, 
Weftsfiinfter. 

Lately,  at  Bridgnorth,  David 
Caldwell,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
one  hundred  and  feven -years.  He 
was  bom  in  the  army  in  Ayrfhire 
in  Scotland,  was  a  drummer  in 
king  Williams  reign,  and  a  fo-ldier 
in  queen  Anne’s.  For  the  laft  feventy 
years  he  refided  at  Bridgnorth. 


D  E  C  E  M  B  E  R. 

This  day  the  tide  in  every 
‘  part  of  the  Thames  was  very 
high.  In  Tooley-ltrett  th«  inhabi¬ 
tants  were  taken  out  in  boats ;  and 
a  large  quantity  of  foreign  wheat, 
upon  the  ground  floors  of  the  ware- 
houies,  was  much  damaged. 

The  following  mode  of  raif- 
J  ‘  ing  the  loan  of  eighteen  millions 
was  propofed  and  recommended  by 
the  Bank  directors  on  Wednesday 
laft.  One  million  was  fubferibed 
by  the  bank  in  their  corporate  capa¬ 
bly,  and  four  hundred  thou  land 
pounds  by  the  directors  individually; 
*nd  before  the  clofe  of  the  books 
'•be^  ftrft  day,  five  millions  were 
•abKribed  by  different  merchants 


and  others.  At  ten  o’clock,  this- 
morning  the  parlour  doors  at  the 
Bank  were  opened,  before  which 
time  the  lobby  was  erowded.fi  Num¬ 
bers  could  not  get  near  the  books 
at  all  ;•  while  others,  to  teftify  their 
zeal,  called  to  the  per  fens  at  the 
books  then  figning,  to  put  down 
their  names  forrf|£herB,  as  the’/ 
were  fearful  of  being  ihut  out.  At 
about  twenty  minutes  paft  eleven! 
the  fo bit  op  tion  was  declared  to- 
be  completely  full,  and  hundreds- 
in  the  room  were  reluclantly  obliged 
to  go  away.  By  the  poll,  innumer¬ 
able  orders  came  from  the  country 
for  fubferiptions  to  be  put  down, 
fcarcely  one  of  which  could  be  exe¬ 
cuted.  And  long  after  the  fob- 
feription  was  doled,  per  ion  3  con¬ 
tinued  coming,  and  were  obliged  to 
depart  difappointed.  It  is  a  curious 
fact,  and  well  worth  dating,  that 
the  fubfcriptioH  completely  filled, 
in  fifteen  hours  and  twenty  minutes . 
Two  hours  on  Thurfday, 

Six  ditto  on  Friday, 

Six  ditto  on  Saturday, 

One  ditto,  ao  min.  Mon  day  r 
Fifteen  hours,  twenty  minutes,. 
The  duke  of  Bridgewater  aftmdiy 
tendered  a  draft  at  fight  on  bis 
banker  for  the  ioo,oooL  which  he 
fubferibed  to  the  new  loan  !  which  ol 
courfe  could  not  be  accepted,  as. 
the  Ad  is  not  yet  pcfffied. 

Such  quantities  of  ice  came 
down  the  river  this  day  with  the 
land-waters  on  the  ebb-tide,  as  to- 
block  up  feme  of  the  arches  of 
London-bridge.  The  navigation  of 
the  river  above  bridge  is  already 
much  impeded  thereby.  Such  an 
accumulation,  on  fo  Ihort  a  fro  ft,  is 
rather  rare  in  this  country. 

Liverpool.— A  fingular  cir-  r 
curaftanye  occurred  lately  to  1  *" 
M  &  a  veffel 


a  veflel  juft  arrived  here  from  the 
Weft  indies.— On  the  paftage  (he 
was  ftruek  by  a  fifh,  whofe  horn  or 
beak  perforated  the  bottom,  through 
a  found  three-inch  oak  plank*  — 
.About  five  inches  of  this  i  n  ft  ru¬ 
men  t  broke  fliort  pft  and  lodged  in 
a  timber,  which  it  fplit  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  admit  a  conliderable 
quantity  of  water  : — it  was  even 
found  neceftary  to  keep  one  pump 
con ftantiy  going  till  the  veflel  arrived 
at  the  neareft  port*  whither  file  was 
©.bilged  to  bear. 

By  a  late  decifion  of  the  court  of 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Fifke,  of  S  tow- 
market,  obtained  a  verdid  (with 
all  coils  in  law  and  equity)  againft 
the  rev.  W.  Aldrich,  vicar,  who 
militated  the,  fuit,1  to  compel  Mr. 
Fiike  to  pay  tythes  for  an  eftate  of 
abbey  land,  and  to  fet  ailde  a  modus 
eftabli fired  from  time  immemorial 
in  the  panfh  of  Siownpland.  This 
was  one  oi  the  moft  vexatious  fuits 
ever  known,  and  has  coft  large  fums 
of  money,  although  the  land,  the 
fuhjed  of  conteft,  only  cohfifted  of 
fifteen  acres  ! 

At  a  recent  exhibition  of  wild 
beafts  at  Stafford,  a  young  woman 
incautioufy  venturing  too  near 
them,  a  tyger  caught  hold  of  a 
child  (lie  had  in  her  arms,  and  lace¬ 
rated  its  face  in  a  horrid  manner; 
it  was  not  without  difficulty  that  the 
child  was  extricated  from  his  claws. 

j  Francis  Dunn  was  in d idled 
^  "  *  for  the  wilful  murder  of  David 
Brewer,  by  giving  him  ieveral 
wounds  on  the  head,  and  in  the  fide, 
with  aclafp  knife,  on  Thurfday  the 
loth  of  November,  and  William 
Arnold  and  Willliam  Ryan,  for 
aiding  and  abetting  him  in  the 
fani  murder.  On  the  night  of 
Wednefday  the  gth  of  Hbvember, 
the  patmies  obierved  tw®  umn  go 
iu 


up  Pipe-maker’s  alley,  near  Cow 
Crofs,  and,  following  them  up, 
obferved  one  of  them,  which  proved 
to  be  Dunn,  with  a  knife  in  his 
hand.  They  interrogated  him  as  to 
what  he  was  doing  with  it;  but  he 
refufing  to  fatisfy  them,  they  took 
him  to  the  watch-houfe,  of  which 
the  deceafed  Mr.  Brewer  was  ctbe 
keeper ;  however,  as  they  had  no 
charge  againft  them,  and  a  phblican 
appearing  in  their  behalf,  they  were 
dif charged.  The  next  night  there 
was  a  club  held  at  the  Sun,  Cow 
Crofs,  at  which,  among  others, 
was  a  witnefs  of  the  name  of 
Toombs,  who  ftated  that,  on  his 
refilling  to  fing,  feveral  perfons  in¬ 
filled  him ;  and  that  the  prifoner 
Dunn  even  went  fo  far  as  to  tear 
his  coat,  on  whiclrhe  went  down, 
and  brought  up  three  watchmen. 
On  their  coming  into  the'  room, 
undone  of  them  propofmg  to  fecure 
the  door,  they  all,  to  the  amount 
of  twenty-five  or  twenty-fix,  began 
to  attack  the  watchmen.  Dunn 
knocked  one  of  them  down,  and 
they  were  glad  to  get  out  of  the 
lioufe,  in  doing  which  they  were 
followed  by  the  whole  that  were  iir 
the  room. 


From  one  Harris,  another  of 
the  club,  it  appeared,  that  when 
they  got  into  the  ftreet,  they  milled 
one  of  their  party,  whereupon  they 
returned  to  the  Sun,  and,  finding 
the.  door  faftened,  Dunn  and  Ryan 
got  in  at  the  window,  an,d  then 
opened  the  door  for  the  reft ;  but 


not  finding  their  companion,  one 
of  them  fueeefted  he  might  be  taken 
to  the  watch-houfe,  to  which 
Dunn  went  firft,  Williams  next, 
then  Arnold,  and  the  reft  followed. 
Another  witnefs  and  the  deceafed 
Brewer,  feeing  them  coming,  ftmt 
to  the- upper  part/ of  the  door,  it 

limiting 
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(hutting  with  a  hatch ;  this  they 
loon  forced  open,  and  three  of 
them  entered ;  when  two  women 
fvvore  to  feeing  one  of  them  ftrike 
Mr.  Brewer  over  the  head,  and 
another  punching  him  on  the  fide. 
They  then  came  out,  and  being 
met  hy  another  party,  Dunn  laid 
to  them,  “  Damn  him,  Fve  cut 
his  bloody  eyes  out."  Dunn  It 
this  time  had  a  knife  in  his  hand, 
which,  as  he  came  out  of  the 
watch-houle,  he  was  noticed  to 
wipe  on  his  coat ;  Arnold  alfo  hud 
a  knife  in  his  hand ;  and  it  was 
proved  by  feveral  witnefies,  and 
two  accomplices,  that  the  whole 
party  proceeded  in  a  riotous  man¬ 
ner,  knocking  down  feveral  watch¬ 
men,  and  that  Dunn  in  particular 
kept  his  knife  in  his  hand,  and 
feeing  one  of  the  patrole  at  the 
comer  of  the  ftreet  in  their  way, 
he  ran  up  to  him,  and  cut  him 
under  the  chin,  and  his  coat  behind; 
and  after  this  he  made  a  thruff  at 
a  gentleman  whom  they  met  as  he 
was  turning  up  Saffron-hill. 

Alter  they  left  the  watch-houfe, 
Mr.  Brewer  came  to  the  door, 
wiping  his  face,  and  handing,  as 
the  witneffes  termed  it,  in  his 
blood  ;  he  was  afterwards  taken  to 
St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital,  and  on 
the  Saturday  evening  he  expired ; 
previous  to  which,  however,  he 
faid  to  one  Willey,  and  to  Coleman, 
that  he  was  a  dead  man,  and  that 
he  believed  the  man  whom  they 
brought  to  the  watch-houfe  the 
night  before  with  a  knife,  was 
one  of  them  that  had  cut  him,  and 
the  cutting  drover  another. — On 
being  alked  if  they  meant  Arnold, 
they  faid  yes.  The  furgeon  defcribed 
Mr.  Brewer  to  have  received  three 
wounds,  one  at '  the  top  of  the 
head  through  the  Ikull ;  another 
Vol.  XXXVIII. 
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in  the  left  temple  down  to  the  chin, 
which  went  the  whole  length  to 
the  bone;  and  a  third  under  the 
blade-bone  of  the  right  Ihoulder, 
three  inches  long,  and  one  inch 
deep  ;  ihefe  wounds  brought  on  an 
indammation,  that  inflammation  a 
fever,  and  were  confequently  the 
caule  of  his  death.  Arnold  was 
takep  the  next  day  in  Smithlield, 
Ryan  a  few  days  after  on  board  the 
Sans-Pareil  at  Spithead,  and  Dunn 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cow  Crofs. 
Being  called  upon  for  their  defence, 
Ryan  faid,  confcious  of  his  own 
innocence  with  refpedit  to  the  mur¬ 
der,  he  fliould  leave  it  with  his 
counfel. 

Mr.  juftice  Grofe  then  fummed 
up  the  evidence,  and  explained  the 
law  upon  the  cafe,  paiticularizmg 
the  different  points  as  far  as  they 
were  corroborated  againft  either  or 
all  the  priloners ;  obferving  aifo 
the  difference,  as  it  appeared  to 
him,  there  was  in  the  guilt  of 
the  prifoners.  The  jury,  after  re¬ 
maining  out  of  court  about  twenty 
minutes,  brought  in  their  verdict — ■ 
Dunn  and  Arnold,  guilty- — Ryan, 
not  guilty. 

As  the  recorder  was  proceeding 
to  pafs  fentence  on  them,  Dunn 
faid  he  had  a  favour  to  beg  of  the 
court,  which  was,  that  as  but  one 
life  had  been  loff,  the  law  would 
be  fatisried  with  one  as  an  atone¬ 
ment.  He  fought  not  to  fave  his 
own  life,  for  he  had  unfortunately 
for  the  laft  ten  years  committed 
innumerable  offences ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  if  mercy  could  be  (hewn,  his 
fellow -fufferer  was  more  deferving 
of  it  than  himfelf:  all  he  could 
hope  for  was  the  indulgence  of  a 
little  more  time  than  was  com¬ 
monly  allowed  in  thefe  cafes,  tq 
make  his  peace  with  God.  The 
*F  recorder 
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recorder  declared  that  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  grant  either,  and 
then  pronounced  the  fentence  to 
be,  that  they  be  executed  on  Mon¬ 
day  following,  and  that  their  bodies 
be  delivered  to  the  furgeons  for 
difiedion ;  which  was  executed 
accordingly. 

This  morning,  when  the 
turnkeys  of  Newgate  were 
preparing  to  remove  the  convids 
lentenced  to  Botany  Bay,  among 
whom  was  the  celebrated  Major 
Semple,  who,  it  feems,  had  flattered 
himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  pardon, 
lie  requefted  permiffion  to  return 
to  his  cell,  which  was  granted. 
Under  pretence  of  fearching  for 
i'ome  neceflaries,  in  the  prefence  of 
Mr.  Kirby,  jun,  he  fuddenly  drew 
a  knife,  and  ftabbed  himfelf  in  the 
body.  He  now  lies  extremely  ill, 
refufes  every  kind  of  fuflenance, 
and  declares  he  is  determined  to 
put  an  end  to  his  exiftence. 

It  is  a  curious  fad  afcertained 
by  Dr.  Ileberden  the  younger,  in 
a  paper  prefented  to  the  Royal 
Society,  that  the  excefs  of  the  mor¬ 
tality  in  January  1795,  above  that 
of  January  1796,  was  not  lefs  than 
one  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fifty-two  perfons.  “  A  number, 
fays  the  dodor,  “  fufficient  furely 
“  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the 
“  molt  prejudiced  admirers  of  a 
“  frofty  winter."  The  January  of 
1795  was  a  very  fevere  month,  and 
that  of  the  prefent  year  fo  remark¬ 
ably  mild,  that  moft  people  com¬ 
plained  of  the  unfeafonablenefs  of 
the  weather,  and  apprehended  dread¬ 
ful  effeds  relative  to  health ;  appre- 
henfions  which  this  interefting  fad 
feems  to  refolve  into  mere  vulgar 
prejudice.— What  renders  this  fad 
more  ftriking,  is  this  following 
remark,  to  ufe  the  dodor’s  own 
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words :  u  Though  I  have  only 
**  dated  the  evidence  of  two  years, 
“  the  fame  conclufion  may  univer* 
“  fally  be  drawn  ;  as  I  have  learned 
“  from  an  examination  of  the 
“  weekly  bills  of  mortality  for  many 
“  years.  Thefe  two  feafons  were 
“  chofen  as  being  each  of  them 
“  very  remarkable,  and  in  imme- 
“  diate  fuccellion  one  to  the  other, 
“  and  in  every  body's  recolledion." 

Grois  produce  of  the  revenue  of 
the  poft-office  for  three  years,  to 
April  5,  1795; — Theyear 

£•  s'  ^ 

ending  April  q,  ?  ^ 

.793,  1 627)592  12  0 

1794,  -  -  691,268  11  o 

*795,  -  -  705,319  10  9 

The  grofs  produce  for  the  year  end¬ 
ing  April  5,  1796,  as  near  as  can 
be  taken,  amounts  to  787,304b 
The  Norwich  bills  of  mortality 
for  the  laft  year  fland  thus  :  chrif- 
tened  males  467,  females  430; 
buried,  males  477,  females  570. 
Thirty-one  fewer  births  than  in 
the  year  1795,  and  a  decreafe  in 
burials  of  fifty-one. 

The  hop  duty  of  the  laft  year, 
rough  puffing,  amounts  only  to 
77,241b  as  appears  by  the  following 
•corred  returns  from  the  feveral 
diftrids  ;  viz. 

Kent  *  45,563 

Sufiex  -  13 ,100 

Worcefter  -  -  10,050 

Farnham  -  -  4,501 

Eflfcx,  North  Clays,  &c.  4,027 


Total  -  £77,241, 
The  exports  of  Britifli  and  foreigr 
manufadures  and  merchandize  fron 
this  country  in  the  year  1795 
amounted  to  27,123,338b — am, 
in  1796,  to  29,904,635b— Ma 
jority  in  favour  of  the  laft  year 

1,781,297b 

Tb 
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The  quantity  of  porter,  brewed 
by  the  firft  twelve  houfes  in  the 
London  porter  brewery  $  for  the  laft 
two  years,  ending  on  the  5th  inftant 
each  year,  is  as  follows : 


1795. 

1796. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Whitbread 

158,800 

202,000 

Thrale 

122,300 

137,800 

Shum 

101,700 

110,700 

Han  bury 

99,000 

109,100 

Goodwin 

70,500 

97>5°° 

Calvert  (F) 

83,400 

97>900 

Meux 

121,000 

96,600 

Calvert  (J) 

56,600 

67,000 

Elliot 

46,700 

58,200 

Clowes 

40,000 

55>7°° 

Stevenfon 

394°° 

45,800 

Phillips 

38,800 

42,600 

The  increafe  of  the  quantity  of 
porter,  brewed  finee  the  beginning 
Of  the  prefent  reign,  is  immenfe. 

During  the  year  ending  in  1761, 
the  quantity  brewed  in  London 
amounted  to  975,217  barrels  of 
thirty-fix  gallons  each.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  brewers  was  then  fifty-two. 
But  in  the  year  ending  July,  1795, 
the  quantity  brewed  by  only  twelve 
brewers  exceeded  the  above  by 
1,890  barrels. 

The  number  of  bankrupts  fmce 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war,  is  nearly  as  great  as  during 
the  whole  period  of  the  American 
war.  From  1775  to  1782  inclu- 
five,  there  were  3,742  ;  from  1793 
to  1796  incluiive,  3,608.  The  dif¬ 
ference  is  therefore  only  134. 

Naval  officers. — The  number  of 
officers  of  his  majefty's  fleet, 
Under  the  defcription  of  admirals, 
captains,  matters  and  commanders, 
and  lieutenants,  made  up  to  the 
end  of  this  year,  and  juft  published 
under  the  dire&ion  of  the  admiralty 
board,  is, 


Admirals  of  different  ranks  -  97 

Captains  -  494 

Matters  and  commanders  -  289 
Lieutenants  -  -  1,960 

Total  -  -  2,840. 
There  has  been  no  promotion 
of  admirals  fince  June  1795  ;  fifty- 
two  poft  captains  have  been  made  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  ninety- 
two  mafters  and  commanders,  and 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  lieu¬ 
tenants. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  veflels 
of  different  nations,  that  have  paid 
the  Sound  duties,  from  December 
3L  1795,  to  December  31, 1796 : — • 

Britifli  -  -  -  4,455 

Danifh  -  .  2,157 

Swedifh  «  -  2,505 

Pruflians  -  J  -  L773 

Pappenburgers  -  232 

Dantzic  -  -  249 

Hamburgh  -  -  40 

Oldenburgh  -  -  120 

Bremen  -  -  -  93 

Roftock  -  -  I93 

Lubeck  -  -  -  70 

Courland  -  -  10 

Ruflia  •  7 

America  -  i69 

Portuguefe  -  -  14 

Spaniards  -  -  25 

Dutch*  -  -  -  1 

Total  -  -  -  12,113  fliips. 

From  the  Sound  lift  for  the  years 
1 792, -3, -4, -5,  and  6,  it  appears 
that  the  commerce  of  Europe  to 
the  northern  ftates  has  flu&uated 
every  year  for  thele  five  years  paft ; 
but  at  laft  feems  to  have  fo  far 
recovered  itfelf,  that  in  1795,  it  has 
arrived  to  the  fame  pitch  as  in 
1772,  there  being  only  one  ftiip 
more  in  the  latter  period  than  the 
former.  It  alfo  appears  that  the 
•F  %  commerce 
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commerce  of  Europe  to  thofe  {tales 
was  lets  by  three  hundred  fliips  in 
1795  than  in  any  former  year  fince 
1792,  which  muff  be  attributed  to 
the  hard  winter  and  long  froft,  which 
mult  be  feverely  felt  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  feas.  The  Britifli  commerce 
has  dill  kept  up  its  profperity,  and 
all  the  five  years  is  at  the  bead  of 
the  lift ;  while  that  of  the  Dutch, 
which  ul’ed  to  be  next,  has  dwin¬ 
dled  from  2,181  to  none  in  1795* 
and  only  one  in  1796;  and  the 
French,  from  128  in  i79°> 

25  in  1792,  and  not  one  lhip  any 
year  after. 

Died. — Aged  103, - Holmes, 

a  poor  woman,  of  Quare  common, 
near  Derby. 

At  the  Scar,  near  Brom- 
litl*  yard,  Herefordlhire,  aged 
120,  Jeremiah  Atkins.  He  was  a 
foldierat  the  takingof  the  Havannah 
and  Martinico,  and  very  near  being 
fcalped  by  the  Indians,  from  whom 
he  was  refcued  at  the  moment  of 
the  operation.  He  was  likeXvife  at 
the  taking  ot  Crown  Point,  in 
America,  and  in  the  battle  of 
Fontenoy  with  the  duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  and  fought  again!!  the  rebels  in 
Scotland.  He  was  at  the  taking  of 
Quebec,  when  General  Wolfe  was 
killed,  and  afterwards  at  the  battle 
of  Tournay,  in  Flanders.  This 
extraordinary  man  retained  all  his 
faculties  but  that  of  heaving  to  the 
period  of  his  death. 

.  In  Weymouth-ftreet,  Port- 
land-place,  William  Pickett, 
efq.  He  was  elected  alderman  of 
Cornhill  ward  in  May,  1783,  and 
filled  the  office  of  iheriff  in  1784, 
and  lord  mayor  in  1789.  To  his 
fpirited  and  inceffant  exertions,  the 
public  is  indebted  for  the  great 
improvements  at  Temple  Bar,  and 
Snow-hill. 
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BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1796. 

Jan.  4.  Countefs  of  Aboyne,  a 
daughter. 

7.  Princefs  of  Wales,  a  prin-« 
cefs. 

14.  Lady  of  Richard  Brinfley 
Sheridan,  efq.  M.P.  a  fon. 
Lady  of  colonel  Gerard 
Noel  Edwards,  M.P.  a 
daughter. 

Feb.  16.  Lady  of  Samuel  Whit¬ 
bread,  jun.  efq.  M.P.  a 
fon. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Leigh,  of  Ad- 
delftrop,  Oxfordffiire,  a 
daughter. 

The  Lady  of  Robert  Smith, 
efq.  M.P.  a  fon. 

18,  Lady  Brownlow,  a  daugh¬ 

ter. 

19.  Lady  of  fir  William  Elliot, 

of  Stobbs,  bart.  a  fon. 

27.  Lady  Le  Defpencer,  a 

daughter. 

28.  Lady  of  lord  Kilmaine,  a 

daughter. 

Mar.  1.  Lady  of  fir  James  Bland 
Burges,  bart.  a  fon. 

18.  Lady  Elizabeth  Spencer, 
a  Ion. 

Lady  of.  William  Cunlifle 
Shawe,  efq.  M.P.  a  fon. 
Hon.  Mrs.  Vaughan,  lady 
of  Dr.  Vaughan,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

22.  Countefs  of  Oxford,  a 
daughter. 

25.  Vifcountefs  Fielding,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

27.  Lady  of  fir  Gilbert  Heath- 
cote,  bart.  a  fon. 

30.  Lady  of  George  Sumner, 

efq.  M.P.  a  fon. 

31.  Duchefs  of  Leinfter,  a  fon. 
April  4.  Lady  of  John  Pardoe,  jun. 

efq.  M.P.  a  fon. 

Lady 
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Lady  of  fir  John  Turner,  a 
fon. 

Lady  of  fir  John  Dryden, 
hart,  a  fon. 

9.  Lady  of  the  hon.  It.  col. 
Forbes,  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  of  fir  William  Smith, 

hart,  a  daughter. 

Lately,  lady  of  Reginald  Pole 
Carew,  efq.  M.P.  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

May  6.  Lady  of  Alexander  Allar- 
dyce,efq.M.P.  a  daughter. 
9.  Countefs  ofCalfdis, a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

15.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Which- 

cote,  hart,  a  daughter. 

18.  Marchionefs  gf  Blandford, 
a  fon, 

31.  Countefs  of  Darnley,  a 
daughter. 

June,  11.  Lady  of  Richard  Aldworth 
Neville,  efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

16.  Lady  of  Sir  John  Sinclair, 

hart,  of  Ulbfter,  a  daugh¬ 
ter, 

2 1 .  Lady  Sufan  Ryder,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

July  1.  Lady  of  the  hon.  Laurence 
-  Dundas,  a  daughter. 

5.  Lady  Mary  Drummond,  a 
fon. 

13.  The  lady  of  the  hon,  Henry 

Lafcelles,  a  fon. 

25.  The  lady  of  fir  Frederic 
Eden,  hart,  a  fon. 

7  A 

29.  Lady  Charlotte  Duncombe, 
a  fon. 

Countefs  Paulett,  a  fon. 
Lady  of  Charles  Duncombe, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  fon  and  heir. 
Aug.  1 .  Lady  Rous,  a  fon. 

5.  Vifcountefs  Milfintown,  a 
fon. 

The  lady  of  fir  DigbyMack- 
worth,  a  daughter. 

I. 0.  Lady  Sondes,  a  fon. 

II.  Lady  of  fir  William  Rowley, 

bart,  a  fon. 


16.  Countefs  of  Dalkeith,  a 
daughter. 

21.  Marchionefs  of  Titchfield, 
a  fon  and  heir. 

25.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Turton, 

bart.  a  daughter. 

31.  Lady  Cuningham,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Temple,  a  fon. 
The  wife  of  Henry  Peters, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 
Sept.  13.  Lady  A ugufta  Clavering,  a 
fon. 

20.  LadyElizabethLoftus,a fon, 

22.  Lady  Cathcart,  a  daughter. 

30.  Lady  of  fir  James  Sunder- 

fon,  bart.  a  daughter. 

,  Dowager  countefs  Winter* 
ton,  a  daughter. 

061.  2,  Lady  George  Murray,  a  fon. 
3.  Lady  of  Thomas  Anion, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  fon, 

8.  Lady  Mary  Martin,  a  fon. 

14.  Lady  Calthorpe,  a  fon. 

16.  Lady  of  fir  Montague  Bur- 

goyne,  bart.  a  fon  and  heir. 

26,  Countefs  of  Breadalbane,  a 

fon. 

Nov.  3.  Lady  of  the  right  hon. 

Henry  Addington,  fpeak- 
er  of  the  houle  of  com¬ 
mons,  a  daughter, 

7.  Lady  of  William  Manning, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

Lady  Georgina  Buckley,  a 
fon. 

9.  Lady  of  fir  Charles  Oakley, 
bart.  a  fon. 

15.  Lady  of  fir  Samuel  Egerton 

Leigh,  a  fon. 

29.  Lady  Ann  Hope,  a  fon, 
Dec.  ii.  Lady  Charlotte  Curzon,  a 
daughter. 

19.  Lady  Robert  Fitzgerald,  a 
fon. 

25.  Lady  Arden,  a  fon. 

31.  Countefs  of  Exeter,  j& 

daughter. 

*  F  3  MARRIAGES 
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MARRIAGES  for  the  Year  1796, 

1 

Jan.  6.  George  Henry  Rofe,  efq. 

M.  P.  for  Southampton, 
and  fon  of  George  Rofe, 
efq.  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
fury,  and  M.P.  forChrifi- 
church,  to  mifs  Dun- 
combe,  daughter  and  co- 
heirefs  of  the  late  Tho¬ 
mas  Duncombe,  efq. 

10.  Lady  Wilfon,  relict  of  the 
late  judge  Wilfon,  to  cap¬ 
tain  Griffiths,  of  the 
navy. 

Feb.  6.  Thomas  Gardiner  Bram- 
fton,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of 
Thomas  Berney  Bram- 
fton,  efq.  M.  P.  for  Ef- 
fex,  to  mifs  Blaauw, 
daughter  of  William  Bla¬ 
auw,  efq. 

«).  Earl  of  Powerfcourt,  to 
mifs  Brownlow. 

Robert  Lifton,  efq.  ambaf- 
fador  to  the  Sublime 
Porte,  to  mifs  Henrietta 
Marchant,  of  Antigua. 

13.  Alexander  Hamilton,  efq. 
M.  P.  for  Carrickfergus, 
to  mifs  Catherine  Burgh. 
Rev.  dr.  Knox,  fon  of  lord 
Northland,  to  mifs  Anna 
Heiketh,  grand-daughter 
of  fir  Robert  Juxon,  of 
Rufford-hall,  county  of 
Lancafter. 

Earl  of  Guilford,  to  mifs 
Coutts,  daughter  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Coutts,  efq.  banker, 
in  the  Strand. 

Mar.  1.  Henry  Thornton, efq.  M.P. 

to  mifs  Sykes,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jofeph  Sykes,  efq. 
of  Weft  Ella,  Yorklhire, 


Lately,  James  Dalrymple, 
efq.  to  the  countefs 
dowager  of  Haddington, 

16.  Hon. Thomas  Parker,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  earl  of  Mac¬ 
clesfield,  to  mifs  Ed¬ 
wards,  daughter  of  Lewis 
Edwards,  efq.  of  Tal- 
gerth,  Merionethffiire. 

29.  Sir  Robert  Wilmot,  bart. 
to  mifs  Grimfton,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Robert 
Grimfton,  efq.  of  Nef- 
wick,  Yorkfhire, 

April  16.  Earl  Temple,  to  lady 
Anne  Elizabeth  Brydges, 
daughter  of  the  late  duke 
of  Chandos. 

19.  Edward  Wilbraham  Boo¬ 
tle,  efq,  M.  P,  to  mifs 
Taylor,  daughter  of  the 
rev.  Edward  Taylor,  ol 
Bifrons,  Kent. 

27.  Sir  Thomas  Henry  Lid¬ 

dell,  bart.  to  mifs  Maria 
Simpfon,  daughter  of  the 
late  John  Simpfon,  efq. 
of  Bradley. 

26.  Mr.  Taylor,  furgeon,  at 
Sevenoaks,  to  lady  Lou- 
ifa  Stanhope,  daughter 
of  earl  Stanhope. 

Lord  Porchefter,  fon  ol 
the  earl  of  Carnarvon,  to 
mifs  Ackland,  daughter 
of  Lady  Harriet  Ackland, 

28.  Samuel  Young,  efq.  eldeft 

fon  of  admiral  fir  George 
Young,  to  mifs  Emil) 
Baring. 

Lately,  captain  Talbot,  tc 
lady  Elizabeth  Strange- 
ways,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Ilchefter. 

May  3.  Hon.  and  right  rev.  dr 
William  Stuart,  bifhoj: 
of  St,  David's,  to  mil; 
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Penn,  daughter  of  the 
late  hon.  Thomas  Penn, 
proprietor  of  Pennfyl- 
vania. 

ll.  Sir  Edmund  Head,  hart, 
to  mifs  Weftern,  of  Coke- 
thorpe,  Oxfordshire. 

Thomas  Sherlock  Gooch, 
efq.  eldeft  fon  of  lir  Tho¬ 
mas  Gooch,  hart,  to  mifs 
Whittaker,  filler  of  Abra¬ 
ham  Whittaker,  efq.  of 
Lyl'ton-houfe,  Ilereford- 
fliire. 

14.  Hugh  Dillon  Mafiey,  efq. 
eldeft  fon  of  fir  Hugh 
Mafley,  hart.”  to  mifs  S. 
Ilankey,  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  Hankey, 
efq. 

3.  George  Wright,  efq.  only 
fon  of  fir  James  Wright, 
bart.  to  mifs  Maclane, 
only  daughter  and  heirefs 
to  the  late  Charles  Mac- 
lane,  efq.  of  Okingham. 

1 1 .  Sir  George  Glynn,  bart.  to 
mifs  Catherine  Powell, 
daughter  and  co-heirefs  of 
the  late  rev.  Gervas  Pow¬ 
ell,  of  Lanhara,  in  Gla- 
morganlhire. 

14.  Captain  John  Campbell, 
of  the  3d  guards,  to  lady 
Charlotte  Campbell, 

35.  Sir  Richard  Gamon,  bart. 
M.  P.  to  lady  Amelia 
Cooke. 

Sir  Nigel  Bowyer  Grefley, 
bart.  to  mifs  Garway  of 
Worcefter. 

37.  Rev.  Charles  Talbot,  fe- 
cond  fon  of  the  hon.  and 
rev.  Charles  Talbot,  to 
lady  Elizabeth  Somerlet, 
daughter  of  the  duke  of 
Beaufort. 


*71 

30,  Hon.  William  Leefon,  bro¬ 
ther  of  the  earl  of  Mil- 
town,  to  mifs  Buchanan. 

July  4.  Lord  Andover,  to  mifs 
Coke,  daughter  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Willi  am  Coke,  efq.  of 
Ilolkham,  Norfolk,  M.P. 

Lieutenant  Sloper,  fon  of 
general  lir  Robert  Slo¬ 
per,  K.  B.  to  mifs  Kent, 
daughter  of’ThoinasKent, 
efq.  Ipfwich. 

5,  Lord  Blayney,  to  the  hon. 

mifs  Alexander,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lord  Caledon. 

16.  Dr.  Spencer  Madan,  bi~ 
fliop  of  Peterborough,  to 
mifs  Vyfe,  lifter  of  gene¬ 
ral  Yyfe, 

18.  Sir  Gilbert  Affleck,  to 
mifs  Valfal. 

35-  L  ieutenant-colonel  Pigott, 
to  mifs  Mary  Monckton, 
daughter  of  the  hon. 
John  Monckton. 

26.  William  Wingfield,  efq.  to 
lady  Charlotte  Digby, 
lifter  of  the  earl  of  Digby. 

Aug.  3,  Hon.  Whlliam  Hay  Carr, 
brother  to  the  earl  of 
Errol,  to  mifs  Elliot, 
daughter  of  Samuel  El¬ 
liot,  efq.  of  Antigua. 

6.  Lieutenant-colonel  Denzil 

Onflow,  to  the  hon.  mifs 
Petre,  daughter  of  lord 
Petre. 

9.  Jofeph  Mawbey,  efq.  fon 
of  fir  Jofeph  Mawbey, 
bart.  to  mifs  Henchman, 
daughter  of  Thomas 
Henchman,  efq.  of  New 
Burlington-ftreet. 

<D 

ll.  Francis  John  Brown,  efq. 
M.  P.  for  Dorfet,  to  mifs 
FrancesRicbards,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  rev.  John  Ri- 
*F  4  chards? 
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chards,  of  Lanbridge, 
Doriet. 

12.  Sir  William  Ramfey,  of 
Banff,  hart,  to  mifs  Bif- 
coe,  of  Edward-ftreet, 
Portman  fquare. 

30.  Robert  Dundas,  efq.  fon 
of  the  right  lion.  Henry 
Dundas,  to  mils  Saun¬ 
ders,  daughter  of  the  late 
admiral  fir  Charles  Saun¬ 
ders. 

Sept.  2.  Sir  Thomas  Parkins,  bart. 

to  mils  Boultkees  of  Lei- 
eefler. 

Sir  Charles  Turner,  M.  P. 
to  mils  Newcomen, 
daughter  of  Sir  W.  G. 
Newcomen,  bart.  Ire¬ 
land. 

6.  Sir  John  Davies,  bart.  to 
mifs  Leman,  daughter  of 
fir  William  Leman,  bart. 

10.  James  Adam,  efq.  M.  P. 

to  mifs  Hammond,  lifter 
in  law  of  the  right,  hon. 
H.  Addington. 

22.  Edmund  Hornby,  efq.  to 
lady  Catherine  Stanley, 
daughter  of  the  earl  of 
Derby. 

29.  Sir  Thomas  Gage,  bart.  to 
mifs  Charlotte  Camp¬ 
bell,  coniin  to  lord  Caw¬ 
dor. 

Oa.  1.  Rev  Samuel  WilfonWarne- 
foid,  of  Broughton,  Ox- 
fordfhire,  to  mifs  Love- 
den,  daughter  of  Edward 
Loveden  Loveden,  efq.  of 
Bufcot  Park,  Berks. 

7*  Lord  Templetown,  to  lady 
Alary  Montagu,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  earl  oi  Sand¬ 
wich. 

11.  John  Thomas  Stanley, 

eiqt  eldeft  fon  olfir  John 
Stanley,  bart.  to  the  hon. 


mifs  Holroyd,  daughter 
of  lord  Sheffield. 

Nov.  18.  John  Wodehoufe,  efq.  eld- 
eft  fon  oi  lir  John  Wode- 
houfe,  bart.  to  mifs  Nor¬ 
ris,  only  daughter  of  the 
late  John  Norris,  efq.  of 
Wilton  Park,  Norfolk. 

23.  The  lion.  Auguftus  Ca- 

vendifii  Bradfhaw,  to  Ann 
Jeffrys,  late  countefs  of 
Westmeath. 

24.  His  excellency  count  de 

Bruhl,  to  mifs  Chowne, 
heirefs  of  the  late  Tho¬ 
mas  Chowne,  efq. 

Dec.  10.  Hon.  Cropley  Affiley,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  earl  of  Shaf¬ 
tesbury,  to  lady  Alin 
Spencer,  daughter  of  the 


duke  of  Marlborough. 


PROMOTIONS  for  the  Year  1796. 


January  16.  Major-general  prince 
Edward  to  be  a  lieutenant-general. 

February  27.  John  earl  of  Bute 
to  be  vifcount  Mountjoy,  earl  of 
Windfor,  and  marquis  of  the  county 
of  Bute. 

20.  Walter  Farquhar,  M.  D.  to  be 
a  bart. 

Rear-admiral  Hugh  Cloberry 
Chriftian  to  be  K.  B. 

27.  David  Smyth,  efq.  of  Meth- 
ven  to  be  one  of  the  commillioners 
of  jufticiary  in  Scotland. 

Allan  Machononchies,  efq.  to  be 
one  of  the  lords  of  fefiion  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

March  10.  Robert  Lifton,  efq. 
ambafiador  to  the  Sublime  Porte  to 
be  envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Edward  Thornton,  efq.  to  be  Se¬ 
cretary 
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cretary  of  legation  to  the  faid  Uni¬ 
ted  States.  „ 

12.  Earl  Howe  to  be  admiral  of 
the  fleet  and  general  of  marines. 

Lord  Bridport  to  he  vice-admiral 
of  Great  Britain. 

Hon.  William  Cornwallis  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  Great  Britain. 

Capt.  fir  Edward  Pellew,  knt.  to 
be  a  baronet. 

18.  Captain  Charles  Mitchei  to 
be  a  knt. 

21.  William  Bellingham,  efq.  to 
be  a  bart. 

23.  William  Watfon,  efq.  to  be  a 
knt. 

24.  Samuel  lord  Hood  to  be  maf- 
ter  of  Greenwich  hofpital,  and  one 
of  the  commiffioners  or  governors 
thereof. 

April  6.  George  Pownall,  efq.  to 
be  a  knt. 

16.  George  earl  of  Stamford  to 
be  baron  Delamere  and  earl  of  War¬ 
rington. 

29.  Earl  of  Kinnoul  and  fir  Grey 
Cooper,  bart.  to  be  privy-counfel- 
lors. 

30.  John  Coxe  Hippifley,  Whar¬ 
ton  Amcotts,  Edmund  Cradock 
Hartopp,  Thomas  Turton,  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Baker,  efqrs.  to  be  baronets. 

May  3.  Earl  of  Leven  and  Mel¬ 
ville  to  be  his  majefty’s  commiffion- 
er  to  the  general  aflembly  of  the 
church  of  Scotland. 

u.  Francis  d’lvernois,  efq.  to  be 
a  knt. 

18.  Charles  earl  of  Northampton 
to  be  lord-lieutenant  of  Northamp¬ 
ton  (hi  re. 

14.  Lieutenant-generals  fir  D. 
Findlay,  bart.  E.  Maxwell  Brown, 
Lyre  Maffey,  George  Warde,  Flow¬ 
er  Mocher,  fir  R.  Sloper,  K.  B. 
Staates  Long  Morris,  Ralph  earl  of 
Rofs,  fir  R.  Pigott,  bai  t,  fir  J.  D al- 
dng,  bart.  Ruffe!  Maimers,  Thomas 


Hall,  James  Grant,  fir  W.  Fawcett, 
K.  B.  William  marquis  of  Lothian, 
K.  T.  fir  C.  Grey,  K.  B.  fir  Thomas 
Spencer  Wilfon,  bart.  George  Mor- 
rifon,  Thomas  Clarke,  and  Charles 
Rainsford,  to  be  generals  in  the 
army. 

Major-generals  Anthony  George 
Martin,  Benjamin  Gordon,  hon. 
Thomas  Bruce,  George  Ajnflie, 
James  Adeane,  Edward  Smith, 
Thomas  Bland,  Felix  Buckley, 
Charles  William  Lyon,  Henry  Wat¬ 
fon  Powell,  Thomas  Stirling,  George 
Garth  and  Richard  Grenville,  to 
be  lieutenant-generals  in  the  army. 

Colonels  George  Bernard,  of  the 
84th  foot,  George  Nugent,  of  the 
85th  foot,  John  Bowater,  of  the 
marines,  Thomas  Averne,  of  the 
marines,  Thomas  Duval,  half-pay 
of  the  marines,  James  Barker,  half¬ 
pay  of  the  56th  foot,  John  Camp¬ 
bell,  of  the  marines,  Charles  Tar¬ 
rant,  of  the  engineers  in  Ireland, 
William  Lewis,  of  the  marines, 
John  Barclay,  of  the  marines,  Wil¬ 
liam  Macarmick,  half  pay,  Wil¬ 
liam  Maddox  Richardfon,  of  the 
64th  foot,  John  Freke,  half  pay  of 
the  39th  foot,  Richard  England,  ©f 
the  ‘.44th  foot,  William  Keppel,  of 
a  Weft  India  regiment,  John  II. 
Hutchinfon,  of  the  94th  foot,  John 
Hamilton,  of  the  late  81ft  foot, 
Alexander  Hay,  of  the  109th  foot, 
Thomas  Goldie,  of  the  late  82d 
foot,  Robert  Douglas,  of  the  47th 
foot,  Simon  Frafer,  of  the  133d 
foot,  Thomas  Davies,  of  the  artil¬ 
lery,  Robert  Manners,  of  the  3d 
foot  guards,  William  Loftus,  of 
the  24th  dragoons, .  William  Myers, 
of  a  Weft  India  regiment,  Frede¬ 
rick  George  Mulcafter,  of  the  en¬ 
gineers,  Oliver  Nicols,  of  a  West 
India  regiment,  Alexander  Mercer, 
of  the  engineers,  George  Hewitt, 
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of  the  02(1  foot,  and  James  Hart¬ 
ley,  of  the  75th  foot,  to  be  major- 
generals  in  the  army. 

Colonels  Patrick  Rofs,  John 
Erikine,  Robert  Stuart,  Thomas 
Geils,  Jofeph  Bilcliffe,  Edward 
Ellerker,  Gabriel  John  (ton,  George 
IJeare,  William  Sydenham,  Ed¬ 
ward  Rawllorne,  James  Niehol, 
Charles  Ware,  and  George  Co- 
nyngham,  to  be  major-generals  in 
the  Eaft  Indies  only. 

28.  Charles  lord  Hawkelbury,  to 
be  earl  of  Liverpool. 

Samuel  baron  Hood,  of  Ireland, 
to  be  vifcount  Hood  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

31,  Francis  earl  of  Moray,  of  Ire¬ 
land,  to  be  baron  Stuart  of  Caftle 
Stuart,  in  1  n verne fsflii re. 

John  earl  of  Galloway,  to  be  ba¬ 
ron  Stewart  of  Garlies,  in  the  ltew- 
artry  of  Kirkcudbright. 

James  earl  of  Courtown,  of  Ire¬ 
land,  to  be  baron  Saltersford,  in 
Chefhire. 

George  earl  of  Macartney,  in 
Ireland,  to  be  baron  Macartney  of 
Parkhurft,  in  Surry, 

John  Chriftian  Burton,  vifcount 
Downe  of  Ireland,  to  be  baron. 
Dawna}^  of  Cowick,  Yorklhire. 

George  vifcount  Middleton,  of 
Ireland,  to  be  baron  Brodrick,  of 
Peppes  Harrow,  Surry. 

Alexander  baron  Bridport  of  Ire¬ 
land,  to  be  baron  Bridport  of  Great 
Britain. 

Sir  John  Rous,  bart.  to  be  baron 
Rous, 

Sir  Henry  Gough  Caltho£p£,  bart. 
tp  be  baron  Calthorpe. 

Sir  Peter  Burrell,  bart.  to  be  ba- 
pon  Gwydir. 

Sir  Francis  Ballet,  bart.  to  be  ba¬ 
ron  De  Dunftanville. 

Edward  Lafcelles,  efq.  to  be  ba¬ 
ron  Harewood. 


John  Rolle,  efq.  to  be  baron 
Rolle. 

John  Campbell,  Efq.  to  be  lord 
Cawdor. 

June  1.  William  Campbell,  Efq, 
to  be  governor  of  the  Bermuda 
Iflands. 

6.  Edward  Cooke,  esq.  to  be  un- 
der Secretary  in  the  military  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  chief  fecretary’s  office 
in  Ireland. 

William  Elliot,  efq.  to  be  unjder- 
fecretary  in  the  civil  department. 

Barry  earl  of  Farnham  and  Sack- 
ville  Hamilton,  efq,  to  be  privy- 
counfellors  of  Ireland. 

July  12.  Lady  Willoughby  d( 
Erefby,  to  be  lady  of  the  bedcham¬ 
ber  to  the  princefs  of  Wales. 

13.  Captain  Thomas  Williams 
of  the  royal  navy,  to  be  a  knt. 

16.  Sir  Joffiua  Vanneck,  bart.  tc 
be  baron  Huntingfield,  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland. 

Robert  Smith,  efq.  to  be  baror 


Carrington,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 


land. 

Major-general  Henry  lord  Mul- 
grave,  to  be  governor  of  Scar  bo. 
rough  Caftle. 

Major-general  ThomasMufgrave 
to  be  governor  of  Gravelend  ant 
Tilbury. 

Colonel  William  Gooclday  Strutt 
to  be  deputy-governor  of  Stirling 
Caftle. 

20.  Sir  John  Morihead,  bart.  t< 
be  furveyor-general  to  the  prince  0 
Wales. 

Sir  William  Cuningham,  bart.  tj 
be  one  of  the  (late  council  to  th 
prince  of  Wales,  for  the  principa 
lity  of  Wales. 

Thomas  Tyrwhitt,  efq;  privat 
fecretary  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  t 
be  privy- feal  and  auditor  of  th 
duchy  of  Cornwall. 

23,  Francis  James  Jackfoiv  eft 
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to  be  ambafiador  to  the  Ottoman 
Port. 

Charles  Medows  Pierrepont,  to 
be  baron  Pierrepont  and  vilcount 
Newark. 

Charles  earl  of  Liverpool,  to  bear 
the  arms  of  Liverpool,  together  with 
his  family  arms,  by  the  exprefs  de¬ 
fire  of  the  corporation  of  Liverpool. 

Hon.  John  Rodney,  to  be  com- 
jniffioner  of  the  vibtualling-office. 

Marquis  Townlhend,  to  be  go¬ 
vernor  of  Jerley. 

General  fir  William  Fawcett, 
K.  B.  to  be  governor  of  Chelfea 
Hofpital. 

Robert  Cullen,  efq.  to  be  lord  of 

the  feffion  in  Scotland. 

♦ 

The  prince  of  Wales,  to  be  colo¬ 
nel  of  the  10th  regiment  of  dra¬ 
goons. 

Auguft  2.  Generals  John  duke  of 
Argyll,  Jeffery  lord  Amheiii,  Stud- 
holme  Hodgi’on,  George  marquis 
Townlhend,  lord  Frederick  Caven- 
difh,  and  Charles  duke  ofRichmond, 
to  be  field-mardmls. 

20.  Robert  vifcount  Caftlereagh, 
to  be  earl  of  Londonderry. 

Sept.  i.  Hon.  Arthur  Paget,  to  be 
fecretary  of  embafiy  to  the  court  of 
|  Madrid. 

Benjamin  Garlike,  efq.  to  be  fe- 
ji  cretary  of  legation  to  the  court  of 
|  Berlin. 

21.  John  earl  of  Chatham,  to  be 
prelident  of  the  council. 

30.  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  and  lord 
Pupphn,  his  fon,  to  be  lord  Lyon 
king  at  arms  for  Scotland. 

Oct.  10.  General  Henry  Lawes 
earl  of  Carhampton,  to  be  comman¬ 
der  in  chief  of  the  forces  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

Nov.  3.  Major-general  fir  Ralph 
Abercromby,  K.  B.  to  be  colonel  of 
the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Major-general  Welbore  Ellis 


Doyle,  to  be  colonel  of  the  53d  re-» 
giment  of  foot. 

Major-general  Gerard  Lake,  to  be 
colonel  of  the  73d  regiment  of  foot. 

General  lord  Adam  Gordon,  to 
be  governor  of  Edinburgh  Cable. 

Lieutenant-general  Charles  Rainf- 
ford,  to  be  governor  of  Tin  mouth 
Cable. 

30.  John  duke  of  Roxburgh,  to 
be  p,  privy-counfellor. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Charles  Green, 
to  be  governor  of  Grenada. 

Dec.  3.  Major  -  general  John 
Graves  Simcoe,  to  be  governor  of 
fuch  parts  of  St.  Domingo  as  are  in 
the  Britibi  pobebion. 

Major-general  the  honourable 
Charles  Stuart,  to  be  general  in  Por¬ 
tugal  only. 

Major-general  Simon  Frafer,  to 
be  lieutenant-general  in  Portugal 
only. 

Colonel  fir  James  St.  Clair  Er-, 
Ikine,  hart,  to  be  brigadier  and  ad¬ 
jutant-general  in  Portugal  only. 

Colonel  William  Anne  Villettes., 
to  be  brigadier-general  in  Portugal 
only. 

Brevet-major  Robert  Stuart,  to 
be  deputy  adjutant-general  and  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  in  Portugal  only. 

Lieutenant  -  colonel  Hildebrand 
Oakes,  to  be  quarter-maber  general, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel  in  Portugal 
only. 

15.  William  Elliot,  ^fq.  to  be  mi¬ 
ni  bet  plenipotentiary  to  the  elector 
palatine,  and  miniber  to  the  diet  of 
Ratilbon. 


DEATHS  for  the  Year  1796b 

January  5.  The  hon.  Richard 
Fitzpatrick. 

7.  Frances  vifeountefs  Kenmare. 
10.  George  lord  Iiervey,  fon  of 

the 
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the  earl  of  Briftol,  (bifhop  of  Derry) 
and  captain  of  theZealous  of  74  guns. 

16.  In  his  56th  year,  Henry 
William  Portman,  efq.  of  Bryan- 
fi one-place,  co.  Dorlet ;  whole  large 
eftates  in  the  well  of  England,  and 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  com- 
priling  the  ground-rents  ot  Port- 
nran-fquare,  and  leveral  (beets  in 
its  neighbourhood,  devolve  to  his 
only  fon,  Henry  Berkeley  P.  elq. 
M.  P.  for  the  city  of  Wells. 

Sir  Charles  Leving,  bart. 

18.  Hon.  Robert  Fitzmaurice 
Beane,  eldeft  fon  of  Lord  Mulberry. 

19.  William,  lord  Belhaven,  a 
major  in  the  army. 

20.  Sir  William  Burrell,  bart. 
LL.B.  chancellor  to  the  bilhop  of 
Worcefter,  1764  ;  F.  R.  and  A.  SS. 
1754;  and  commifiioner  of  excile, 
1774.  He  was  third  lbn  of  Peter 
Burrell,  efq.  of  Beckenham,  Kent  ; 
admitted  of  St.  John’s  college,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  where  he  ifudied  the  civil 
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law,  ■  and  proceeded  LL.B.  1775, 
and  LL.  D.  1780.  He  married, 
April  13,  1773,  Sophia,  daughter 
©f  Charles  Raymond,  efq.  of  Ya- 
lentine-houfe,  Lffex,  who  was  cre¬ 
ated  a  baronet  May  3,  i774->  with 
remainder,  in  default  of  male-iflbe, 
to  William  Burrell,  efq.  of  Beck¬ 
enham,  and  his  heirs-male  by  So¬ 
phia  his  wife,  by  whom  he  has  left 
two  foils  and  two  daughters. 

27.  Sophia  Maria  Jofepha,  vif- 
eountefs  Southwell  of  Ireland. 

29.  Dowager  lady  Throckmor¬ 
ton,  relict  of  lir  Robert  Throckmor¬ 
ton,  bart.  of  Btickland,  Berks. 

February  7.  AtOxheath  in  Kent, 
in  his  87th  year,  fir  Francis  Geary, 
bart.  admiral  of  the  white.  He  was 
appointed  p  oft- cap  tain  So  June, 

1742,  commodore  at  the  Nore 

1757,  rear-admiral  of  the  white 

1759,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 


1760,  vice-admiral  of  the  red  1770 
admiral  of  the  blue  1776,  and  ad 
miral  of  the  white  1778. 

9.  Vifcountefs  Landed!' of  Ireland 

13.  In  Lower  Grofvenor-ftreet 
after  a  fever e  illnefs,  to  the  grief  0 
her  family  and  friends,  Elizabeth 
lady  of  fir  John  Smyth,  bart.  0 
Sydling  St.  Nicholas,  in  Dorfe.t 
fhire;  by  whom  die  had  fevera 
children,  three  only  furviving  her 
She  was  the  daughter  and  foie  heir- 
efs  of  Robert  Curtis,  efq.  of  Willft- 
horpe,  co.  Lincoln,  barrifter  at  law 
and  niece  of  Mathew  Wyldbore 
efq.  of  Peterborough,  member  foi 
that  city ;  and  fue  was,  what  is 
above  all  other  confiderations,  in  the 
trueft  light,  a  moll  fincere  Chriftian 
and  one  of  the  heft  of  women. 

i<v  At  his  houfe  at  Standen,  neai 
Clithero,  co.  York,  Thomas  Arthui 
lord  Southwell,  of  the  kingdom  oi 
Ireland,  having  furvived  his  lady 
but  three  weeks. 

17.  James  Macpherfon,  efq.  M.P. 

20.  Aged  81,  his  ferene  highnefs 
Henry  Auguftus,  reigning  prince  ol 
Hohenhoe  Ingelfingen,  chief  of  tfye 
illuflrious  houfe  ot  that  name.  He 
was  born  July  11,  1715* 

March  8.  Sir  William  Chambers 
knight  of  the  polar  liar. 

9.  At  Shrew  (bury,  lady  Knowles 
widow  of  the  late  iir  Charles 
Knowles,  bart. 

10.  The  lion.  John  Forbes,  agec 
82.  the  oidelt  officer  in  the  navy 
and  general  of  marines.  He  was 
appointed  poft-captain  in  1736,  re^ 
admiral  in  1747,  and  admiral  ir 
1758.  In  1781  he  was  appointee 
admiral  of  the  fleet. 

He  was  remarkable,  above  al 
other  men,  for  his  extenfive  anc 
univerfal  knowledge  ot  naval  affairs  , 
having  ftudied  them  in  all  theii 
branches,  with  a  perfeverance,  am 

obfervec 


C  H  R  O  N 

ebferved  upon  them  with  an  accu- 
ratenefs  and  judgment  altogether 
unparalleled.  His  mind  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  embracing  the  greateb  and 
mod  complicated  objects;  and, 
having  bent  it  towards  the  ftudy  of 
that  profelfion  of  which  he  was  al¬ 
lowed,  by  the  univerfal  voice  of  his 
cotemporaries,  to  be  a  principal  or¬ 
nament;  he  attained  fuch  a  fuminit 
of  nautical  (kill  as  rendered  him 
the  oracle  of  all  thofe  who  were 
moil  eminent,  whether  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  fleets  of  this  nation,  or 
in  the  equally  arduous  talk  of  fuper- 
intending  the  civil  departments  of 
the  different  branches  of’ the  marine. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  he  was 
peculiarly  noticed  as  an  able,  enter- 
prifing,  and  intrepid  officer.  He 
ferved  with  much  reputation  under 
Sr  John  Norris,  and  was  no  lefs 
iiftinguifhed  as  captain  of  the  Nor- 
bik,  of  80  guns,  in  the  action  of 
Matthews  and  Leltock  with  the 
combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  , 
vhen  his  gallantry  contributed  in  a 
ffgh  degree  to  lave  his  brave  friend 
idmiral  Matthews,  whole  fecond 
ic  was  in  that  engagement.  So 
aright  was  his  honour,  and  fo  clear 
iis  reputation  in  thofe  turbulent 
lays,  that  though  his  evidence  on 
lie  trial  of  the  admirals  went  wholly 
igainft  admiral  Lefiock,  yet  that  off¬ 
icer  was  often  heard  to  declare, 

that  Mr.  Forbes’s  tefftiniony  was 
jven  like  an  officer  and  a  gentle- 
nan/’  In  lord  Chatham’s  glorious 
var,  admiral  Forbes  was  fele&ed  as 
he  ableft  alTiftant  the  firfl  lord  could 
lave  in  the  management  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  and  conducted  himfelf  in  a 
manner  highly  creditable  to  his  abi- 
ities,  and  eminently .  fferviceable  to 
iis  country. 

When  the  warrant  for  executing 
he  unfortunate  admiral  Byng  was 
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offered  for  fignature  at  the  admiralty 
board,  admiral  Forbes  refufed  to 
fign  it,  at  the  fame  time  humbly- 
laying  at  his  late  majefly’s  feet  his 
objections.  A  copy  of  the  paper 
given  by  the  admiral  to  his  majedy 
on  that  occalion,  may  be  feen  ja 
Smollet’s  Iiiffory  of  England  :  it  i$ 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  all  men 
of  honour,  as  it  contains,  perhaps, 
the  bed  fpecimen  of  an  upright  and 
independent  mind,  and  honeff  and 
behevolent  heart,  that  is  to  be  found 
in  any  language.  To  detail  the  me¬ 
ritorious  deeds  of  the  venerable 
character  before  us,  would  lead  to 
a  difcufiion  too  extenfive;  but  the 
writer  of  this  tribute  to  departed 
greatnefs  cannot  conclude  it  without 
inierting  an  anecdote  well  known  in 
the  naval  and  political  circles,  and 
which,  it  is  believed,  even  majedy 
itfelf  will  recollect  with  fuch  feel¬ 
ings  as  are  excited  in  benevolent 
minds  by  acts  of  genuine  fpirit  and 
diiiniereftednefs.  During  a  late  ad- 
minidration  it  was  thought  expedi¬ 
ent  to  offer  a  noble  lord,  very  high, 
in  the  naval  profeffion,  and  very  de- 
lervedly  a  favourite  of  his  fovereigii 
and  his  country,  the  office  of  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  marines,  held  by  admiral 
Forbes,  and  lpontaneoufly  conferred 
upon  him  by  his  majedy  as  a  reward 
for  his  many  and  long  fervices.  A 
meflage  was  fent  by  the  minibers, 
to  fay  it  would  forward  the  king’s 
fervice  if  he  would  refign ;  and  that 
he  fhould  be  no  loffer  by  his  accom¬ 
modating  the  government,  as  they 
propofed  recommending  to  the  kinff 
to  give  him  a  penffon  in  Ireland  of 
3000I.  per  ann.  and  a  peerage,  to 
defcend  to  his  daughter.  To  this 
admiral  Forbes  fent  an  immediate- 
anfwer:  he  told  the  minibers,  the 
general ihip  of  the  marines  was  a 
military  employment,  given  him  by 
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his  majefty  as  a  reward  for  his  fer- 
\-ices ;  that  he  thanked  God  he  had 
never  been  a  burthen  to  his  coun¬ 
try,  which  he  had  ferved  during  a 
long  life  to  the  heft  of  his  ability ; 
and  that  he  would  not  condefcend 
to  accept  of  a  penfion,  or  bargain  for 
a  peerage.  He  concluded  by  laying 
his  generallhip  ot  the  marines,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  rank  in  the  navy,  at 
the  kings  feet>  entreating  him  to 
take  both  away  if  they  could  for¬ 
ward  his  lervice ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  alluring  his  majedy,  he  would' 
never  prove  himfelf  unworthy  of  the 
former  honours  he  had  received,  by 
ending  the  remainder  of  a  long  life 
as  a  penfioner,  or  accepting  of  a 
'  peerage  obtained  by  political  ar¬ 
rangement.  Ilis  gracious  mailer 
applauded  his  manly  fpirit,  ever 
after  continued  him  in  his  high  mi¬ 
litary  honours,  and,  to  the  day  of 
his  death,  condefcended  to  Ihew  him 
ftrong  remarks  of  his  regard. 

11.  At  her  houfe  in  Dublin,  in 
her  90th  year,  the  cduntefs  dowager 
of  Aldborough. 

13.  At  her  houfe  in  Great  Cum- 
berland-l'treet,  lady  Bridget  Tolle- 
mache,  relict  of  Mr.  T.  (brother  to 
the  earl  of  Dyfart,)  and  mother  of 
major  Tollemache,  who  loft  his  life 
in  the  lervice  of  his  country,  at  the 
fiege  of  Valenciennes.  Lady  Bridget 
Was  a  daughter  of  chancellor  earl 
*  Worthington,  and  fucceilively  the 
wife  of  Mr.  George  Fox  Lane  and 
the  lion.  Mr.  Tollemache,  who  was 
a  captain  in  the  navy,  and  fell  in  an 
unfortunate  rencontre  at  New  York, 
with  major-general,  then  captain, 
Pennington,  cf  the  guards.  By  Mr. 
Tollemache  die  had  an  only  fon,  Li¬ 
onel  Robert,  who  fell  honourably  in 
the  trenches  before  Valenciennes. 
Lady  Bridget  llruggled  under  this 
fevere  ltroke  nearly  two  years,  with 
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all  the  fortitude  that  a  great  mind 
could  call  forth,  and  at  length  ex¬ 
pired  the  victim  of  her  parental  af- 
fedions.  The  character  of  this  ac- 
complifhed  woman  naturally  took 
its  various  colouring  from  the  drange 
viciflitudes  of  her  fortune.  Her 
mind,  however,  was  always  eleva¬ 
ted  and  commanding ;  and,  though 
die  facrificed  fomewhat  to  faftiiona- 
ble  life,  fhe  ever  kept  aloof  from 
thofe  vices  which  have  fo  long  dii- 
graced  it.  To  a  drength  of  intel¬ 
lect,  which  die  derived  from  her  no¬ 
ble  fire,  die  added  a  delicacy  of  ima¬ 
gination  and  a  brilliancy  of  wit  pe- 
ctiliar  to  herfelf. 

15.  Countefs  of  Ludlow. 

17,  The  marchionefs  of  Win- 
cheder,  wife  of  George  Poulett,  efq; 
who,  on  the  death  of  the  late  duke 
of  Bolton,  fucceeded  to  the  title  ol 
marquis  ofWincheder. 

19.  I11  his  75th  year,  at  his  feat 
in  Buckinghamdiire,  after  a  fevere 
illnefs  of  five  months,  occafioned  by 
a  fall,  dr  Hugh  Pallifer,  hart,  admi¬ 
ral  of  the  white,  mader  and  gover¬ 
nor  of  Greenwich  hofpital,  governoa 
of  Scarborough  cadle,  and  one  o 
the  elder  brethren  oi  the  trinity 
houfe.  f 

21.  I11  his  77th  year,  firThomat 
Rookwood  Gage,  bart.  of  Hengrave 
co.  Suffolk,  and  oi  Coldhamhall 
He  was  the  elded  of  the  two  ions  o 
John,  fecond  fon  of  dr  William  Gage 
bart.  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daugh 
ter  of  Thomas  Rookwood,  efq.  og 
Coldhamhall.  On  the  death  oi  be 
father  die  became  foie  heirefs  oi  an 
his  edates.  Sir  Thomas  marriec 
1747,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Williar 
Knight,  of  Kingdiey,  co.  Lincolr 
efq.  by  whom  he  has  iffue  a  foi 
Thomas,  his  fucceffor,  and  threi 
daughters. 

22.  Lad 
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22.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Parkyns, 
hart. 

25.  At  Ranelagh  the  countefs  of 
Crequy  Canaples,  widow  of  Hugues 
comte  de  Crequy  Canaples,  of  Or¬ 
ville,  in  the  province  of  Artois. 
She  was  daughter  of  Edward  Comer- 
ford,  of  Leeds,  Yorkshire,  M.  D. 

28.  Lady  Mildmay. 

At  Berne,  in  Switzerland,  where 
he.  had  long  been  retired  from  mo¬ 
tives  ofceconomy,  after  conliderable 
expenditure  on  parliamentary  elec¬ 
tions,  and  afterwards,  by  preference 
of  fituation,  for  health,  Spencer 
Compton,  eighth  earl  of  Northamp¬ 
ton,  in  which  title  he  fucceeded  his 
brother,  in  1763.  He  married  firft 
Jane,  daughter  of  Henry  Lawton, 
efq.  of  Northamptonfhire,  who  died 
in  1767,  leaving  iftuea  fon  Charles, 
born  1760,  and  a  daughter  Frances, 
born  1758.  His  fecond  lady  was 
mil's  Ann  Hough  am*  His  lordfhip 
was  appointed  one  of  the  grooms  of 
his  majefty's  bedchamber,  Nov.  25, 
1760;  elected  recorder  of  North¬ 
ampton,  Nov.  i,  1763;  and  confti- 
tuted  lord-lieutenant  and  cuftos  ro- 
tulorum  ot  the  county  of  Northamp¬ 
ton,  July  19,  1771 ;  and  prefident  of 
the  general  holpital  and  preferva- 
tive  fociety  of  the  county.  He  is 
fucceeded  by  his  only  fon,  Charles, 
ninth  earl. 

April  3.  -At  the  Hague,  countefs 
de  Welderen,  lifter  to  lord  Howard, 
and  Mrs.  Parker,  the  wife  of  comte 
de  Welderen,  many  years  minifter 
from  Holland  to  this  country. 

8.  In  his  51ft  year,  the  hon. 
Thomas  Francis  Wenman,  LL.D. 
only  brother  to  the  late  lord  vif- 
count  Wenman,  and  fellow  of  All 
Souls  college,  Oxford ;  where  he 
proceeded  B.C.L.  Jan.  24,  1771, 
and  LL.D,  July  7,  1780;  was 

«ledled  Regius  profeftbr  of  civil  law, 
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He  went  out  in  the  morning,  as  ufu- 
al,  to  add  to  his  valuable  collections 
in  natural  hiftory ;  in  the  eagernels 
of  which  purfuit  he  unfortunately 
fell  into  the  river  Cherwell  near 
Water-Eaton. 

10.  Sir  Archibald  Edmonftone, 
bart. 

12.  At  the  George  inn  at  Bridge- 
water,  on  her  way  to  the  Hot  wells, 
aged  19,  ladv  Anne  Maria  Monta¬ 
gue,  daughter  of  the  late  and  lifter 
of  the  prefent  duke  of  Manchefter* 

13.  At  his  leat  at  Whitwell,  co. 
York,  aged  31,  fir  Bellingham  Gra¬ 
ham,  bart.  He  was  fon  of  the  late 
fir  Bellingham,  and  has  a  fifter  mar¬ 
ried,  abroad,  to  colonel  Greville. 

Lady  of  the  hon.  Everard  Arun¬ 
del. 

16.  Suddenly,  James,  tenth  lord 
Somerville,  one  ot  the  fixteen  peers 
for  Scotland.  He  fucceeded  his  fa¬ 
ther,  James,  1766  ;  and  is  fucceeded 
in  titles  and  eftates  by  his  nephew, 
fon  of  his  brother  Hugh. 

At  Woolwich,  general  Broome, 
of  the  artillery.  He  rofe  frem  the 
fituation  of  a  private  to  the  high 
rank  of  a  general  officer,  merely  by 
his  perfonal  merit.  He  was  a  cap¬ 
tain  of  artillery  at  the  time  of  the 
trial  of  Lord  George  Sackville,  in 
which  he  appeared  as  a  principal 
evidence  againft  his  lordfhip. 

26.  At  his  lio ufe  in  Bedford-row, 
John  Pardoe,  efq.  jun.  M.  P.  for 
Weft  Looe,  Cornwall.  The  death 
of  his  lady  on  the  19th  overwhelmed 
him  with  melancholy. 

May  3.  The  right  hon.  lady  Ger* 
trude  Cromie. 

At  Iiampton-court  palace,  in  her 
71ft  year,  Anna  Catharina  Rumps* 
foon  Warnienhuyen,  dowager  ba- 
ronefs  du  Tour,  mother-in-law  to 
baron  Nagel. 

13.  At  Drumfheugh,  near  Edin¬ 
burgh.  the  hon.  James  Erikine,  of 

Alva, 
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Alva,  one  of  the  fenators  of  the 
college  or’  juftice.  He  was  ad¬ 
mitted  an  advocate,  Dec.  4,  1743, 
appointed  one  of  the  barons  of  the 
exchequer.  May  27,  1754,  and  on 
the  20th  May  1761  was  appointed 
one  of  the  lords  of  the  fefiion,  and 
took  the  title  ol  lord  Barjarg,  which 
title  he  afterwards  altered  to  lord 
Alva. 

19.  At  her  houfe  in  Hereford- 
ftreet,  lady  Charlotte  Finch,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Daniel  feventh  earl  of 
Winchellea  and  third  earl  of  Not¬ 
tingham. 

tti.  The  lady  of  fir  Edward  Har¬ 
rington. 

22.  At  theWhiteLion  inn  at  Bath, 
Henry  Thomas  Cary,  vifcount  Falk¬ 
land,  and  baron  Cary  in  Scotland. 
He  had  reached  Melklham,  on  his 
way  to  London,  but  Ifeing  too  ill  to 
proceed,  returned  to  Bath.  He  was 
born  in  1766,  and  fucceeded  his 
grandfather,  the  late  vifcount,  in 
1785.  Dying  without  ifliie,  his  bro¬ 
ther,  the  hon.  Charles  John  Cary, 
fucceeds  him. 

23.  Primrofe,  lady  Lovat. 

27.  Lord  Charles  PatriekTliomas 
To w n f h e n d , y o u  11  g e ft  fon  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  Townihend.  lie  was  born  at 
Leixlip  in  Ireland,  Jan.  6,  1768. 

31.  Aged  64,  in  Harcourt-place, 
Dublin,  the  right  hon.  William  Bur¬ 
ton  Conyngham,  one  of  his  majeftv's 
moft  honourable  privy-council,  teller 
of  the  exchequer,  and  one  of  the  com- 
nnftioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
high  trealurer  in  Ireland,  treafurer 
of  the  Royal  Irifti  academy,  F.  A.S. 
Lond.  brother  of  the  late  Francis 
Pierrepont  Burton,  baron  Conyng¬ 
ham  (father  of  the  p relent  vifcount 
C.),  and  nephew  of  Henry  earl  C. 
in  compliance  with  whofe  will  he 
took  the  name  of  Conyngham  ;  and 
uncle  to  the  prefent  loid,  to  whom 
his '  eftateg  devolve.  Ireland  will 
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feel  herfelf  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  j 
for  the  inftitution  of  a  fociety  of 
Antiquaries,  1780,  coniifting  of 
himielf  as  prefident,  Mr.  Arch- 
dall,  author  of  the  Irifli  Monaf- 
ticon  and  Peerage,  Mr.  G‘Con- : 
nor  the  difiertator,  colonel  Vallan- 
cey  the  etymoiogift*  dr.  Lllis,  a 
phyfician,  who  created  a  fociety  of 
Natural  Hiltory,  Mr.  Ledwich,  and 
Mr.  Beauford.  Things  went  on 
very  well  till  gov.  Pownall  addrefted 
a  letter  to  them,  which  Mr.  Led¬ 
wich  anfwered  in  the  u  ColleCtanea 
Hibernia,”  No.  XI.;  and  by  the 
lively,  jocular  way  in  which  he  then 
wrote,  offended  colonel  V.  who  ex¬ 
patriated  him  from  his  Colledanea, 
and  from  a  fociety  which  immedi¬ 
ately  ceafed.  Had  this  fociety  held 
together,  we  might  have  expecled 
it  to  have  engraved  and  illuftrated 
that  fund  of  drawings  of  Iri/h  anti¬ 
quities  from  the  time  of  the  druids 
to  the  reformation,  which  Mr.  C. 
was  then  making  at  a  great  expence, 
which  he  was  ready  to  communicate 
to  every  perfon  whofe  purfuits  were 
congenial  with  his  own,  and  which 
we  hope  he  has  taken  fome  meafures  , 
to  render  perpetual. 

June  6.  At  her  houfe  in  Sloane- 
ftreet,  Knightfb ridge,  of  a  cancer  in  f 
her  breaft,  the  countefs  of  Suffer, 
fecond  wife  to  the  prefent  earl,  and 
daughter  of  John  Vaughan,  efq.  of 
Briftol. 

11.  Samuel  Whitbread,  efq.  M.P. 
of  Bedwell  Park,  Herts. 

12.  The  lady  of  fir  Henry  Hay 
Macdougall,  bart.  of  Mackerftone. 

Of  the  yellow  fever,  at  fea,  on 
board  the  Majeftic,  of  74  guns,  in 
which  he  was  coming  home  from 
the  Weft  Indies,  two  days  before  /lie 
made  the  land,  fir  John  Laforey, 
admiral  of  the  blue.  He  was  made 
a  poft-captain  in  1758;  a  rear-ad¬ 
miral  in  1789;  a  vice-admiral  in 
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1793;  a  baronet  in  1794;  and  an 
admiral  in  1795.  On  the  21ft  his 
remains  were  interred  at  Portf- 
mouth  with  grand  military  honours. 

16.  At  the  houl'e  of  her  father- 
in-law,  fir  George  Howard,  K.  B. 
in  North  Audley-ftreet,  aged  41,  of 
a  lingering  illnefs,  lady  Frances 
Howard,  the  youngeft  daughter  of 
Thomas,  late  earl  of  Effingham,  and 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  Beck- 
ford,  efq.  She  was  buried  on  the 
24th  inftant  at  Bookham,  near  Lea- 
therhead,  in  Surrey. 

July  4.  John  Scudamore,  efq. 
M.  P. 

Lady  Hay,  widow  of  fir  Thomas 
Hay,  of  Park,  Scotland. 

5.  Dowager  vifcountefs  Stratli- 
allan. 

U.  At  Madrid,  much  lamented, 
the  countefs  of  Traquaire. 

16.  In  Upper  Brook-ftreet,  in  his 
69th  year,  the  right  hon.  William 
Gerrard  Hamilton,  formerly  fecre- 
tary  in  Ireland.  By  his  death  there 
lapfes  an  Irifh  penfion  of  2000I.  a 
year  ;  and  the  bulk  of  his  fortune 
goes  to  William  Hamilton,  efq.  of 
Lincoln  s-inn-fields.  He  was  ufu- 
ally  denominated  Single-fpeech  Ha¬ 
milton. 

At  his  houfe  in  Grofvenor-fquare, 
after  a  long  and  painful  illnefs,  fin- 
cerely  regretted  by  all  his  friends, 
and  particularly  by  thole  of  the  pro- 
feffion  he  belonged  to,  for  which  he 
had  always  flood  forward  a  zealous 
advocate  and  fincere  friend,  field- 
tnarfhal  the  right  hon.  fir  George 
Howard,  K.  B.  one  of  his  majefty's 
molt  honourable  privy-council,  co¬ 
lonel  of  the  firli  or  king’s  regiment 
of  dragoon-guards,  governor  of  Jer- 
ley,  and  M.  P.  for  Stamford. 

21.  At  Southampton,  admiral 
Carteret.  He  had  long  been  af¬ 
flicted  with  the  lofs  of  his  fpeech, 
Vql.  XXXVIII. 


26.  At  Moftyn-hall,  Flintfliire, 
much  regretted  and  elteemed  for  his 
many  public  and  private  virtues. 
Sir  Roger  Moftyn,  bart.  member  for 
the  county  of  Flint,  which  he  had 
faithfully  re.prefented  in  eight  par¬ 
liaments.  He  was  chofen  the  ninth 
time  at  the  laft  general  election.  He 
was  one  of  the  vice-prefidents  of 
the  Welfh -chari ty-fchool,  and  lord- 
lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Flint. 
Flis  After  was  the  fecond  wife  of 
Thomas  Pennant,  efq.  of  Downing, 
dhe  well-known  naturalift  and  tra¬ 
veller. 

Auguft  1.  Mrs.  Burrow,  lady  of 
Edward  Burrow,  efq.  of  Bromley 
M.  P. 

2.  After  a  long  and  painful  ill¬ 
nefs,  in  his  77th  year,  at  his  feat 
at  Patfhull,  co.  Stafford,  general  fir 
Robert  Pigot,  bart.  He  is  fuc- 
ceeded  jin  title  and  eftate  by  his  eld- 
eft  fon,  lieutenant-colonel  Georye 
Pigot. 

Edward  Blackett,  efq.  eldeft  fon 
of  fir  EdvJard  Blackett,  bart. 

5.  At  Little  Chelfea,  lady  Gor¬ 
don,  daughter  of  Thomas  Alfop,  of 
Loughborough,  gent,  and  fecond 
wife  of  Samuel  Philips,  of  Geren- 
don-hall,  co.  Leicefter,  efq.  Mr. 
Philips,  who  concluded  the  too 
fhort-lived  race  of  a  moft  refpecla- 
ble  and  worthy  family,  March  16, 
1774,  at  the  age  of  65,  left  his  no¬ 
ble  man  (ion  at  Gerendon,  with  an 
income  of  7000I.  a  year,  to  his  wi¬ 
dow  ;  who  was  afterwards  married 
to  lir  William  Gordon,  K.  B. ;  but, 
on  the  death  of  this  lady  the  eftatep 
defcend,  agreeably  to  the  will  of 
Mr.  Philips,  to  Thomas  March, 
efq.  of  More  Critchell,  co.  Dorfet, 
his  maternal  coufin,  who  has  juft  ob¬ 
tained  the  royal  licence  to  affume 
the  furname  and  arms  of  Philips, 
in  addition  to  thofe  of  March. 
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8.  At  Bexley-houfe,  in  Kent,  in  dent  of  the  council.  His  eftates  in 
her  76th  year,  the  honourable  Mrs.  Scotland  do  not  exceed  6000I.  a 
Marfham,  fitter  of  the  late  lord  year,  but  the  property  he  inherited 


Romney. 

1 1.  At  Gibraltar,  Delves  Brough¬ 
ton,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of  the  rev.  fir 
Thomas  B.  bart.  of  Doddington- 
hall,  Chefhire. 

22.  At  Englefield-houfe,  Berks, 
of  the  gout  in  his  ftomach,  in 
his  51ft  year,  Richard  Benyon, 
efq.  of  that  place,  and  of  Gid- 
dyball,  Eflex,  M.  P.  for  Peterbo¬ 
rough,  fon  of  the  late  governor 
B.  lie  married  a  daughter  of  fir 
Edward  Hulfe,  by  whom  he  has  left 
nine  children,  and  eftates  in  Etfex 
and  Berks,  amounting  to  8000I.  a 
year. 

31.  After  a  long  illnefs,  at  the 
Bell  inn,  Northfield,  being  then  on 
his  way  to  Abergavenny,  in  Wales, 
fir  Jofeph  Brooke,  bart.  of  Seaton, 
in  Yorkfhire.  His  brother,  Samuel 
Brooke,  efq.  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
fucceeds  'to  the  title  and  eftates. 
Sir  Richard,  the  late  baronet,  died 
in  his  38th  year,  at  Norton  priory, 
in  Chefhire,  March  11,  1795. 

September  1.  At  Brighthelm- 
ftone,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age, 
the  right  lion.  David  Murray,  earl 
of  Mansfield,  prefidcnt  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  juftice-general  of  Scotland,  keep¬ 
er  of  Scone,  chancellor  of  Maref- 
chal  college,  Aberdeen,  joint  clerk 
of  the  court  of  king’s  bench,  LL.D. 
and  K.  T.  and  formerly  a  member 
of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford.  His 
lordfhip  was  the  only  Fon  of  lord  vif- 
count  Stormont  (elder  brother  to 
that  diftinguilhed  character  the  fir  ft 
earl  of  Mansfield),  and  bore  that  ti¬ 
tle  till  his  late  uncle’s  death,  when 
he  fucceeded  to  his  fortune  and  the 
earldom.  He  had  religned  the  of¬ 
fice  of  lord  juftice  general  of  Scot¬ 
land,  on  being  appointed  lord  prefi- 
2  N 
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from  the  great  earl,  and  the  accu¬ 
mulations  arifing  from  rigid  econo¬ 
my  in  his  own  expences,  are  im- 
menfe.  A  green  ribband  becomes 
vacant  by  His  death  ;  he  was,  ex¬ 
cept  the  duke  of  Queenibury,  the 
oldeft  knight  of  the  molt  ancient  or- 
der  of  the  thifile.  He  was  educated 
at  Weftminfter  fchool,  and  from  the 
college  there  was  elected,  in  1744, 
ftudent  of  Chrill  Church,  Oxford. 
His  proficiency  in  cluffical  know¬ 
ledge  at  both  thole  ieminaries  of 
learning,  and  his  diftinguilhed  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  fcholar,  are  well  known 
to  his  contemporaries.  Many  of 
his  Latin  compofitions  ftill  remain, 
and  prove  his  tafte  and  mattery  in 
that  language.  He  continued 
through  life,  notwithftanding  his 
conftant  employment  in  bufmels,  to 
cultivate  at  his  leifure  hours  the 
learned  languages,  and  with  fuch 
diligence,  that  it  is  thought  he  has 
left  few  better,  or  more  critical, 
Greek  fcbolars  behind  him.  Upon 
the  death  of  his  father,  in  1748, 
which  happened  not  very  long  after 
he  had  finilhed  his  ftudies  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  he  travelled  abroad  for  feveral 
years;  and,  foon  after*  his  return, 
was  elected  one  of  the  fixteen  peers 
for  Scotland.  In  1756,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  envoy  to  the  court  of  Dref- 
den,  and  remained  at  that  court 
during  its  reiidence  at  Warfaw,  and 
till  he  was  named  one  of  the  three 
ambafiadors  for  the  intended  con- 
grefs  of  Augfbourg.  He  returned  to 
England  in  1762,  and  the  next  year 
was  appointed  ambaffador  to  the 
court  of  Vienna,  where  he  continued 
till  1772.  In  1772,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  ambafiador  to  the  court  of 
France,  where  he  continued  till  ths 
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war.  In  1 779*  bis  majefly  was 
gracioully  pleafed  to  name  him  fe- 
cretary  of  date  for  the  northern 
department.  He  held  the  feals  till 
the  change  in  admin  idration  in 
378*2;  and  in  1783  returned  into 
office,  with  a  part  of  the  adminidra- 
tion  he  had  adted  with  before,  as 
prefident  of  the  council.  He  quit¬ 
ted,  with  his  friends,  at  the  end 
of  the  fame  year,  and  again  return¬ 
ed  with  them  into  power  in  1784, 
in  his  former  fituation  of  prefident 
of  the  council.  He  had  been  one  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Scots 
peers  in  the  higher  lioufe  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ever  fince  1754,  and  was  the 
only  one  alive  of  the  fix  teen  who 
were  then  ele&ed,  except  lord  Find- 
later;  and,  what  is  fingular,  in  the 
Jail  parliament  he  fat  in  a  double 
capacity,  and  was  entitled  to  two 
vptes,  as  vifcount  Stormont,  repre- 
fefitiug  the  Scots  peers,  and  as  a 
Britifh  earl  by  the  title  of  earl 
of  Mansfield ;  and  every  time  the 
roll  yvas  called  mull  have  been 
named  by  both  titles.  His  remains 
were  brought  in  funeral  llate,  and, 
On  the  9th,  according  to  his  own 
exprefs  defire,  privately  interred  in 
the  fame  vault  with  his  uncle  and 
aunt,  the  late  earl  and  countefs  of 
Mansfield,  in  the  north  aile  of  Wed  - 
minher-abbey.  His  heart  is  carried 
to  Kumlington,  the  family  feat  of 
his  lordfhip,  in  the  county  of  Dum¬ 
fries. — On  the  arrival  of  the  caval¬ 
cade  at  the  church,  two  of  the 
bearers  having  got  the  coffin  on 
their  fhoulders,  the  horfes  of  the 
hearfe  took  fright  by  the  prefiure  of 
the  multitude ;  by  which  means, 
the  other  men  not  being  prepared, 
the  weight  became  too  preponderant 
for  thole  in  front,  and  the  coffin  fell 
with  great  violence  on  the  ground  ; 
the  foot  part  of  which  bilged,  part 


fell  out  with  a  number  of  the  nails 
and  embellilhments,  and  the  con- 
cuffion  was  fo  great  that  the  leaded 
receptacle  was  much  lhattered,  an4 
a  quantity  of  water  ilTued  from  it. — - 
His  lordlhip  was  twice  married; 
firll  to  a  Saxon  lady,  Henrietta, 
countels  of  Bunan,  at  Warfaw,  in 
1 7 59?  by  whom  there  is  now7  no  if- 
fue  living  but  lady  Elizabeth,  mar¬ 
ried  to  George  Finch  Hatton,  efq. 
in  1785;  fecondly,  to  Louifa,  third 
daughter  to  the  late  lord  Cathcart, 
in  1766,  by  whom  he  has  left  four 
fons  and  a  daughter.  He  is  fucceed- 
ed  in  his  honours  and  eltates  by  his 
elded  fon,  David  William,  bom 
March  7,  1777,  the  prefent  earl, 
who  but  lately  fet  out  on  his  travels, 
and  is  now  at  the  univerfity  of 
Lei  p  fie. 

13.  Vice-admiral  John  Ford. 

14.  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie,  of 
Coul,  bart. 

20.  At  Bincheder,  aged  55,  the 
lion.  Thomas  Lyon,  of  Hetton-houfe, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  brother 
to  the  late,  and  uncle  to  the  prefent, 
earl  of  Strathmore. 

21.  At  Bath,  fir  John  Danvers, 
of  Swithland,  in  the  county  of  Lei- 
ceder,  bart.  lie  has.  bequeathed 
his  immenfe  landed  eftatea  and  per- 
fonal  property  to  his  only  child,  the 
lion.  Mrs.  Butler,  wife  of  the  horn 
Augudus  Butler  (fecond  foil  of  the 
countefs  of  Lanefborough)  who  has 
taken  the  name  of  Danvers.  Sir 
John’s  real  eftates  in  Leicefterfiiire 
and  other  counties  amount  in  old 
rents  to  near  io,oool.  per  ann.  in 
which  the  property  of  timber  is  im¬ 
menfe  :  the  perfonal  edate  confid's  of 
near  200,000!.  in  funded  money, 
cafii,  and  bank  bills.  By  a  former 
will,  the  family  of  the  male  branch 
of  the  Danvers  were  made  foie  heirs ; 
but  thi#  was  lately  revoked  foon 
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after  the  birth  of  liis  daughter’s 
fon. 

22.  At  Fareham,  the  right  hon. 
lord  Cranfton.  lie  was  lately  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  of  Grenada,  to 
which  place  he  was  about  to  take 
his  departure. 

24.  At  Coates,  near  Edinburgh, 
the  rev.  and  right  hon.  John  earl  of 
Glencairn,  in  the  46th  year  of  his 
age.  The  title  devolves  to  fir  Adam 
Fergufon. 

27.  Mifs  Emilia  Lawfon,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  fir  Gilbert  Law¬ 
fon. 

go.  Sir  Archibald  Grant,  of 
Monymufk,  bart. 

Odober  1.  At  Kincardine-lodge, 
fir  Edward  Bannerman,  bart. 

6.  In  Albemarle-l’treet,  after  a 
long  and  fevere  illnefs,  lady  Dafh- 
wood,  the  lady  of  fir  Henry  D. 
bart.  of  Kirtlington  Bark,  co.  Ox¬ 
ford,  lady  of  the  bedchamber  to  the 
princeffes,  and  governefs  of  the  roy¬ 
al  nurfery,  Carlton-houfe.  She  was 
the  eldeft  daughter  of  the  late  Mr. 
Graham,  formerly  a  member  of  the 
council  in  Bengal,  and  niece  to  the 
late  lord  Newhaven ;  and  married 
at  Gatton-park,  July  17,  1780, 

fir  Henry  Dafhwood,  by  whom  (lie 
had  feveral  children,  of  whom  the 
eldeft  was  appointed  a  page  at  court. 

7-  At  Caroline  Park,  Scotland, 
in  his  8sd  year,  fir  John  Stuart,  of 
Allanbank,  bart. 

1  o.  .1  uliana  Maria,  dowager  queen 
of  Denmark. 

14.  At  Snarefbrook,  in  a  very  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  fir  John  Hopkins,  knt. 
alderman  of  the  ward  of  Caftle  Bay- 
nard.  Having  formerly  been  in  the 
common-council,  he  was  the  father 
of  the  corporation.  He  was  ele&ed 
alderman  in  1782,  fheriff  in  1784, 
and  lord-mayor  in  1792. 

16.  At  Turin,  in  bis  70th  year, 


and  23d  of  his  reign,  Victor  Ama¬ 
deus  Maria,  of  Savoy,  king  of  Sar¬ 
dinia.  He  was  born  June  26,  1726  ; 
and  married  Maria  Antoinetta  Fer- 
dinanda,  of  Spain,  lifter  to  the  pre- 
fent  emperor,  who  died  1785., 

19.  At  Wefthill,  the  hon.  Alice 
Ballenden,  daughter  of  the  late  John 
lord  B. 

20.  At  Edinburgh,  John,  fifth 
lord  Ballenden,  heritable  uflier  of 
the  court  of  exchequer  in  Scotland. 
He  was  prefum ptive  heir  to  th® 
dukedom  of  Roxburgh,  and  the  ex- 
teniive  poftelhons  belonging  to  his 
grace  the  prefent  duke,  who  has  no 
ili’ue. 

Sir  Michael  Stewart,  of  Blackall, 
bart. 

26.  Sir  Benjamin  Sinclair,  of 
Dunbeath,  bart. 

27.  Countefs  of  Abergavenny. 

30.  At  Eglintoun-caftle,  in  Ayr- 

lhire,  Archibald  Montgomery,  11th 
earl  of  Eglintoun,  a  general  in  the 
army,  colonel  of  the  fecond  regi¬ 
ment  of  dragoons,  or  royal  Scots 
greys,  and  governor  of  Edinburgh 
caftle.  Ilis  lordfhip  was  third  fon 
of  Alexander,  ninth  earl  of  Eglin¬ 
toun,  who  died  1729,  and  fucceed* 
ed  his  brother  Alexander,  the  tenth 
earl  (killed  by  Mungo  Campbell, 
N  Od.  24,  1769)  in  his  title  and  very 
extenfive  polfellions.  lie  married, 
firft,  March  20,  1772,  lady  Jean 
Lindfay,  eldeft  daughter  of  George, 
1 8th  earl  of  Crawford;  but  by  her, 
who  died  Jan.  22,  1778,  had  no  ifr 
fue  :  and,  fecondly,  Auguft  9,  1783, 
Frances,  daughter  of  fir  William 
Twyfden,  of  Eaft  Peckham,  co.  Kent, 
bart.  By  this  lady,  who  was  di¬ 
vorced,  his  lordlhip  had  two  daugh* 
ters,  to  the  eldeft  of  whom  he  has 
bequeathed  a  large  perfonal  fortune,, 
and  an  eftate  of  about  400I.  a  year. 
His  other  property,  confifting  of  ex- 
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tenlive  eftates  in  Ayrftiire,  and  other 
parts  of  Scotland,  goes,  with  the  ti¬ 
tle,  to  hiskinfmari,  Hugh  Montgo¬ 
mery,  of  Coylsfield,  colonel  of  a  re¬ 
giment  of  fencibles,  lately  eleCled 
(after  a  keen  contelt  with  colonel 
William  Fullerton,  of  Fullerton) 
member  of  parliament  for  Ayrlhire. 

November  2.  Lady  Ogle,  wife  of 
fir  Chaloner  Ogle. 

5.  At  Goodwood,  Suflex,  Mary, 
duchefs  of  Richmond;  a  woman 
whom  neither  titles  could  dazzle 
nor  pains  deprefs ;  who  bore  her  ho¬ 
nours  fo  modeftly  upon  her,  that, 
while  her  dignity  enforced  refpeCt, 
her  gentlenefs  infpired  love.  She 
was  only  daughter  of  Charles  Bruce, 
third  earl  of  Aylelbury,  by  his  wife 
Caroline,  daughter  of  general  John 
Campbell,  afterwards  duke  of  Ar¬ 
gyll.  She  was  married  1747,  but 
had  no  iflue.  She  was  interred  in 
the  family-vault  in  the  cathedral 
at  Chichefler,  on  Tuefday,  Novem¬ 
ber  14. 

11.  At  Durham,  fir  William  Ap¬ 
pleby,  in  his  54th  year. 

16'.  Thomas  Somers  Cocks,  efq. 
brother  to  lord  Somers. 

17.  Her  imperial  majefiy  the  era- 
prels  of  Ruffia.  She  was  born  1 729, 
and  afcended  the  throne  in  1762. 

20.  At  the  George  inn,  North¬ 
ampton,  on  his  journey  from  Buxton 
to  London,  that  refpe&able  veteran 
ot  the  bar,  Edward  Bear  croft,  efq. 
M.  P.  for  Salta  ill,  chief-juftice  ,  of 
Chefter,  and  a  king’s  counfel. 

The  lion.  Mrs.  Southwell. 

Mrs,  North,  lady  of  the  bifliop  of 
Winchefter. 

In  Arlington-ftreet,  the  moft  no¬ 
ble  Thomas  Tliynne,  marquis  of 
Bath,  knight  of  the  garter,  groom  of 
his  majefty’s  stole,  a  member  of  the 
moft  hon.  privy-council,  liigh-ftew- 
ard  of  Tamworth,  an  elder  brother 


of  the  trinity-houfe,  a  governor  of 
the  charter-house,  &c.  He  was  born 
Sept.  24,  1734,  and  married,  in 
J759?  to  the  lady  Elizabeth  Caven- 
dilh  Bentinck,  filler  to  the  prefent 
duke  of  Portland.  He  has  left  by 
her  ladylhip,  who  furvives  him, 
three  Ions  and  five  daughters ;  and 
is  fucceeded  in  his  titles  and  estates 
by  his  eldelt  fon,  Thomas,  lord  vif- 
count  Weymouth,  M.  P.  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  and  late  parliament  for  Bath. 

21.  In  Lincoln’s-inn-frelds,  fir 
Edmund  Head,  bart. 

Sir  William  Dick,  bart. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Murray,  mother  to 
lord  Elibank. 

22.  At  Richmond,  lady  Wood, 
relid  of  fir  Francis  Wood,  bart. 

December  9.  At  Edinburgh,  the 
hon.  mil’s  Cranftoun,  daughter  of 
lord  Cranftoun. 

12.  After  a  tedious  indispofition, 
heightened  by  fevere  domeftic  af¬ 
flictions,  which  terminated  in  the 
dropfy  in  the  eheft,  the  right  rev. 
dr.  William  Buller,  lord  bifliop  of 
Exeter.  Betides  the  gallant  colonel 
Buller,  who  was  llain  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent,  he  loft  two  Ions  by  confump- 
tion.  Me  was  of  Oriel  college,  Ox¬ 
ford,  where  he  proceeded  A.  M. 
1759’  thence  removed  to  Chrift- 
church,  where  he  took  the  degrees 
of  B.  and  D.D.  5781  ;  was  appointed 
dean  of  Exeter  ;  and,  on  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  dr.  Horne,  dean  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  in  which  lie  was  inftalled 
June  22,  1790.  On  the  death  of  dr. 
John  Rofs,  1793,  he  was  advanced 
to  the  hifhoprick  of  Exeter,  and  was 
confecrated  Dec.  2,  that  year.  His 
remains  were  privately  interred  on 
the  17th  in  Exeter  cathedral. 

15.  At  her  apartments  in  Bath, 
lady  Cooke,  wife  of  lir  George  C. 
bart.  of  Wheatly,  co.  York,  and  lifter 
of  the  late  fir  Win.  Middleton,  bart. 

*  G  3  17.  At 
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17.  At  his  brother’s  houfe,  at 
Twickenham,  the  right  hon.  lord 
John  Cavendifli,  uncle  to  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Devonfhire,  and  M.  P. 
for  Derbyfhire. 

27.  Sir  Robert  Helketh  Juxon, 
hart,  of  Rufford-hall,  Lancafhire. 

28.  Prince  Lewis,  fecond  fon  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia. 

29.  At  Dublin,  aged  60,  the  right 
hon.  baron  Trimelstown.  His  lord- 
fnip'was  fecond  baron  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland. — Pie  was,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  the  14th  who  held  that  title 
in  lineal  defcent  from  Robert  Barne- 
wall,  created  baron  Trimelstown, 
1461,  by  Edward  IV.  for  his  good 
and  faithful  fervices  in  Ireland  ;  and 
whofe  grandfon  John  was  chancellor 
of  Ireland  in  1534.  Mr.  Archdall’s 
Peerage,  publifhed  1789,  does  not 
mention  the  late  lord,  ending  with 
his  predecelTor  Thomas,  13th  lord, 
who  inrolled  himfelf  in  the  Irifh  vo¬ 
lunteer  army  on  the  alarm  of  inva- 
fion  in  1779  and  1780. 

31.  At  his  apartments  in  New¬ 
gate,  the  right  hon.  lord  William 
Murray,  2d  brother  of  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Athol* 


SHERIFFS  appointed  by  hisMajeJly 

in  Council,  for  the  Year  1796. 

Berks ,  Michael  Anthony,  of 
Shippon. 

Bedfordjhire ,  George  Brooks,  of 
Flitwiek. 

Bucks ,  Thomas  Hibbert,  of  Chal- 
font-houfe. 

Cumberland ,  James  Graham,  of 
Barrock-lodge,  efqrs. 

Chejhire ,  the  hon.  Booth  Grey, 
of  Wincham. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon ,  J. 
Gardener,  of  Chatteris. 


D evonjhire,  fir  Bouchier  Wray, 
ofTawftock,  bart. 

Dorfetfiire,  Thomas  Bowyer 
Bowyer,  of  Iwern-minfter,  efq. 

Derbyjhir.e,  fir  Robert  Wilmot,  of 
Ofmaffon,  bart. 

Effex,  Jacklbn  Barwis,  of  Mar- 
fhalls. 

Gloucef  erf  lire,  Samuel  Peach 

Peach,  of  Upper  Torkington. 

Hertfordfiire ,  John  Sowerby,  of 
Lilley. 

Herefordjhire ,  Abraham  Whita¬ 
ker,  ofLifton. 

Kent,  John  Mumford,  of  Sutton 
at  Hone. 

Leicefterfiire,  James  Richards,  of 
Alhby  de  la  Zouch. 

Line olnf  lire ,  William  earl  Welby, 
of  Denton. 

Monmout  If  lire ,  Henry  Barnes,  of 
Monmouth. 

Northumberland ,  Adam  Manf- 
field  Lawfon  Decardonnell,  of  Chir- 
ton. 

Northamptonjhire,  Allen  Edward 
Young  the  younger,  of  Orlinghury. 

Norfolk,  Thomas  Brown  Evans, 
of  Kirby  Bedon. 

Nottinghamjhire ,  J.  Wright,  of 
Nottingham. 

Oxfordjhire,  William  Lowndes 
Stone,  of  Brightwell. 

Rutlandjhire ,  R.  Tomlin,  of 
Edith  Wefton. 

Shropfiire,  Ralph  Leake,  of  Long¬ 
ford. 

Somerfetfire,  John  Tyndale 
Warre,  of  Pleftercombe. 

Stajfordfiire,  Henry  Vernon,  of 
flilton. 

Suffolk ,  John  Clayton,  of  Sibton. 

Southampton,  H.  Maxwell,  of 
Ewfhot-houfe. 

Surry ,  Thomas  Sutton,  of  Moul- 
fey. 

Suffer,  John  Fuller,  of  Rofehill. 

Warwick - 
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Wanoickjhire ,  Edward  Croxall, 

'of  Shudock.  NORTH  WALES. 

JV orceJlerJhirefV  .W ill  the  younger, 

of  Broom.  Merioneth ,  Thomas  Lloyd,  of 

Wilts ,  Gilbert  Trowe  Beckett  Cumhufion. 

Turner,  of  Penleigh.  Anlgefea ,  J.  Morris  Conway,  of 

Yorkfhire,  Godfrey  Wentworth  Celleniog. 

Wentworth,  of  Iiickleton  efqrs,  Carnarvon,  J.  William  Lenthall, 

of  Hainan. 

SOUTH  WALES.  Montgomery,  John  Dickin,  of 

Welch  Pool. 

Caennarthen,  J.  William  Hughes,  Denbighjhire,  J.  Hughes,  of 

ofTregyth.  Horfely-hall,  efqrs. 

Pe7nbroke ,  Nathaniel  Philips,  of  Flint,  Sir  E.  Pryce  Lloyd,  of 

Slebetch.  Pengwern-place,  bart. 

Cardigan ,  Edward  Warren  Jones, 

*f  Llanina.  """  ~~ 

Glamorgan ,  Hebert  Hurd,  of  SHERIFF  appointed  by  his  Royal 
Gabalva.  .  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  H  ales  in 

Brecofi ,  P.  Champion  Crefpigny,  Council,  for  the  year  1796* 
of  Tally llyr. 

Radnor ,  John  Pritchard,  of  Do-  County  of  Cornwall,  John  Enys,  v 
lyvelin,  efqrs.  of  Enys,  ei'q. 
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GAZETTES  relative  to  AMERICA  and  the  WEST-INDIES. 


From  the  London  Gazette. 

Letter  from  major-general  Whyte, 
to  fir  R.  Abercromby. 

SIR,  Demerary. 

N  obedience  to  your  excellency’s 
commands,  I  left  Barbadoes  on 
the  15th  inftant,  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  artillery,  and  part  of 
the  39th,  93d,  and  99th  regiments, 
amounting  to  1200  men,  efcorted 
by  the  Malabar,  Undaunted,  La 
Picque,  and  Babet  frigates,  with 
the  Granada  tranfport,  and  five 
fchooners  and  floops,  and  on  the 
21  ft  made  the  land,  when  the 
Scipio  joined  the  fleet.  That  even¬ 
ing,  when  the  tide  made,  the 
Babet  and  La  Picque  frigates,  with 
the  Granada  tranfport,  pafled  the 
bar,  with  the  fchooners  and  boats 
of  the  fleet,  and  came  to  anchor, 
within  random  fhot  of  the  fort,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  river ;  and  hav¬ 
ing,  during  the  night,  prepared 
every  thing  for  attack,  at  day-light 
appeared  in  force,  when  I  fent  a 
flag  of  truce  by  lieutenant-colonel 
TIillop,  of  the  39th  regiment,  fum- 
moning  the  governor  to  furrender 
the  colony  and  its  dependencies  to 
his  Britannic  majefty’s  forces, 


agreeable  to  the  terms  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  inclofe,  and  which 
the  governor  and  council  accepted. 
The  unanimity  with  which  the  fer- 
vice  was  carried  on  between  the 
fleet  and  army  was  pleafing  to  all 
concerned,  and  Mr.  Higgins  ac¬ 
quitted  himfelf  with  much  proprie¬ 
ty  and  utility.  Captain  Parr,  who 
commanded  the  fleet,  has  aftifted 
and  fupplied  us  from  the  fleet  li¬ 
berally  :  and  I  have  the  fatisfa&ion 
to  inform  your  excellency,  that 
from  every  information  I  have  re¬ 
ceived,  and  from  above  feventy 
fhips  being  actually  loaded  with 
the  produce  of  the  country,  now  in 
the  river,  (moft  of  which  will  be  fent 
to  England,)  and  from  every  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  it 
is  a  moft  important  acquifition  to 
Great  Britain. 

The  colony  of  Berbice,  adjoining 
to  this,  being  a  feparate  govern¬ 
ment,  I  fhall  direCt  my  attention  to 
it  without  delay';  and  I  fhall  leave 
lieutenant-colonel  Eliflop  in  the 
command  here,  agreeable  to  your 
excellency’s  directions. 

The  Thetis,  a  Dutch  frigate  of 
24  guns,  and  a  cutter  of  12  guns, 
are  added  to  the  fleet ;  and  captain 
Parr  has  given  directions  for  de- 

ftroying 
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ftroying  or  bringing  down  the  liver 
a  French  brig  privateer  of  force. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  John  Whyte,  maj.  gen. 

Sir  Ralph  Abercromhy ,  K.B . 

t^rc.  SfC.  SfC. 

By  major-general  John  Whyte, 
commander  of  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty 'aland  forces,  &c.  & c.  kc. 
and  captain  Thomas  Parr,  com¬ 
mander  of  his  Britannic  majefty’s 
Blips,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Thefe  are  requiring  you,  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  council,  military  and 
naval  forces,  of  the  colony  of  De- 
merary  and  its  dependencies,  to 
furrender  the  faid  colony  to  his 
Britannic  majefty’s  forces  under  our 
command,  and  to  place  the  faid  co¬ 
lony  under  his  majefty’s  protection, 
and  quietly  and  peaceably  to  fubmit 
to  his  majefty’s  government. 

In  which  cafe  the  inhabitants 
fhall  enjoy  full  fecurity  to  their 
perfons,  and  the  free  exercife  of 
their  religion,  with  the  full  and 
immediate  enjoyment  of  all  private 
property,  whether  on  fhore  or  afloat, 
(excepting  fuch  as  may  appear  to 
belong  to  the  fubjects  of  the  French 
republic,)  according  to  their  ancient 
laws  and  ufages,  or  fuch  other  as 
may  be  determined  upon  previous 
to  the  colony’s  being  placed  under 
his  majefty’s  government,  upon  the. 
moft  liberal  and  beneficial  terms. 

That  in  the  event  of  the  colony’s 
remaining  under  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  at  the  conclufion  of  a  general 
peace,  it  fhall  enjoy  fuch  commer¬ 
cial  rights  and  privileges  as  are  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  Britifh  colonies  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  With  regard  to  the 
military  and  naval  forces,  that  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  land  forces 
Ml,  if  agreeable  to  themfelves, 


be  received  into  the  Britifh  pay, 
with  leave,  at  the  Eeftoration  of  the 
Stadtliolder,  to  return  into  his  fer- 
vice.  Each  non-commiftioned  of¬ 
ficer  and  1‘oldier  fhall  receive,  upon 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his 
Britannic  majefty  to  lerve  him 
faithfully  during  the  war,  where  it 
may  be  thought  proper  to  employ 
him,  the  fum  of  one  hundred  guil¬ 
ders. 

The  officers  to  receive,  under  the 
fame  conditions,  the  allowance  of 
two  hundred  days  bat,  baggage, 
and  forage  money,  as  paid  to  the 
Britifh  officers. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  ma¬ 
rine  forces  cannot  be  taken  into 
the  Britifh  fervice  until  his  majefty’s 
pleafure  fhall  be  known,  but  fhall 
receive  pay  according  to  their  rank, 
and  every  indulgence  that  can  be 
allowed. 

That  the  governor  and  all  civil 
officers,  after  having  taken  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  to  his  majefty, 
which  will  be  adminiftered  by  ma¬ 
jor-general  Whyte,  are  (if  they 
choofe)  to  remain  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  fituations,  (excepting  thofe 
who  have  fliewn  a  decided  par¬ 
tiality  to  the  French  intereft,)  the 
governor  only  reftgning  the  military 
command.  Should  fuch  liberal 
terms  be  refuted,  the  governor, 
council,  and  all  concerned,  muft  be 
anfwerable  for  the  confequences, 
as  an  immediate  attack  will  be  made 
by  the  land  and  fea  forces,  which 
will  render  every  refiftance  vain. 

Major-general  Whyte  and  capt. 
Parr  give  the  governor  one  hour, 
and  no  more,  from  the  delivery  of 
this  by  lieutenant-colonel  Fliflop, 
to  accept  or  not. 

(Signed)  John  Wiiyte,  maj.  gen. 

Thomas  Parr,  captain 
royal  navy. 

Dated 
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Dated  on  board  his  may  eft  f$  Jhip 

Babety  off  the  river  Deme~ 

vary,  April  20,  1796. 

A  true  copy,  John  Whyte, 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  out  of  my  power  as  yet  to 
give  a  decifive  anfwer  to  your  fum- 
mons,  demanding  the  furrender  of 
this  colony  to  his  Britannic  majef- 
ty’s  forces,  as  my  duty  requires  me 
to  lay  it  before  the  council,  to  whom 
it  is  alfo  addreffed,  but  which  is 
not  affembled  at  this  moment.  I 
will,  however,  call  the  members 
prefent  together,  and  return  about 
twelve  o’clock  an  anfwer. 

1  have  the  honour  to  remain,  See. 
(Signed)  Anthony  Beavjon. 

governor  of  Demerary. 

Demerary ,  22 d  April ,  1796. 

To  their  excellencies  general  Whyte 
and  commodore  Parr. 

On  board  the  Babet  frigate , 
Sir,  April  22,  1796. 

We  have  been  honoured  with 
your  letter  in  anfwer  to  our’s  of 
yefterday’s  date,  fummoning  the 
colony  of  Demerary  to  furrender  to 
his  Britannic  majefty’s  arms,  re- 
quefling,  for  the  reafons  Therein 
mentioned,  to  havo  until  twelve 
o’clock  this  forenoon  to  affemble 
the  council  to  affift  you  in  the  de¬ 
termination. 

The  reafonablenefs  of  the  requeft 
induces  us  to  grant  it ;  but  you 
•will  be  aware,  that  if  an  anfwer  is 
not  returned  on  or  before  that 
time  no  further  delay  can  be  made, 
and  you  alone  muft  be  anfwerable 
for  the  confequences  ;  and  you  will 
pleafe  alfo  to  obferve,  that  from  the 
very  liberal  terms  offered,  no  devi-< 
ation  whatever  can  be  admitted. 


We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  John  Whyte,  maj.  gen. 

Thomas  Parr,  captain 
royal  navy. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  Demerary. 

-*  ‘  i  I 

Fort  William  Frederick ,  Demerary r 
22 d  April ,  1796. 

Gentlemen, 

We,  the  governors,  members  of 
the  council,  and  commanders  of 
the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the. 
colony,  in  council  of  war  affembled, 
having  attentively  perufed  the  fum- 
rnons,  dated  of  yefterday,  and  ad- 
dreffed  to  us  by  your  excellencies, 
demanding  the  furrender  of  faid 
colony  to  his  Britannic  majefty’* 
forces,  alfo  the  terms  thereunto  an¬ 
nexed  ;  have,  after  mature  delibera-4 
tion,  refolved  to  accept  faid  terms, 
and  on  them  to  furrender  faid  colo¬ 
ny  and  its  dependencies  as  demand¬ 
ed,  whereof  we  hereby  give  you 
notice ;  alfo  that  our  colours  will  be 
ftruck  on  the  landing  of  your  for¬ 
ces  :  It  will  depend  on  the  feveral, 
officers  and  troops  to  decide  for 
themfelves  as  to  the  offers  made 
them,  and  we  have  the  honour  t©? 
fubferibe  ourfelves,  &c. 

(Signed)  Anthony  Beaujon, 
governor. 

J.  Fran.  Well,  maj. 

C.  Fizjcher,  com. 

P.  P.  Luyhen. 

Thomas  Cuming. 

A.  Me  extens. 

By  order  of  the  council, 

M.  Sinne,  fee.  ad  int. 
To  their  excellencies  general  Whyte 
and  commodore  Parr ,  commanders 
of  his  Britannic  majeftys  forces 
off  Demerary. 

Tk 
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The  London  Gazette ,  July  2.  garrifon  fliall  march  out  with  their 


Articles  of  Capitulation  of  the  Ifland 
of  St.  Lucia. 

Art,  I.  The  Ifland  of  St.  Lucia, 
the  Morne  Fortune,  and  its  depen-7 
dencies,  together  with  all  the  effects 
belonging  to  the  French  Republic, 
fliall  be  faithfully  delivered  to  the 
generals  of  the  Britifh  forces. 

Anf.  Agreed  to. 

Art.  II.  Property  and  perfons*  of 
every  defcription  Ih all  be  placed 
under  the  protection  of  the  law ; 
and  paflports  fliall  be  granted  to 
l'uch  perfons  as  may  wiffi  to  leave 
the  ifland. 

Anf.  All  property  and  inhabi¬ 
tants  will  be  lubjeft;  to  and  under 
the  protection  of  the  Englilh  laws. 
Perfons  wifliing  to  quit  the  ifland 
muft  obtain  permiflion  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  or  commander  of  the  ifland. 

Art.  III.  No  inhabitant  fliall  be 
difturbed,  molefted,  or  banifhed,  on 
account  of  his  opinions,  or  for  hav¬ 
ing  held  any  place  under  the  French 
Republic. 

Anf.  Agreed  to,  as  anfwered  in 
the  fecond  article. 

Art.  IV.  The  agent  general,  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  the  forces 
of  the  Republic,  who  have  defended 
the  ifland,  fliall  march  out  with  the 
honours  of  war,  and  deliver  their 
arms;  the  officers  only  being  al¬ 
lowed  to  keep  their  fwords :  they 
fliall  be  treated  as  prifoners  of  war, 
and  fent  back  to  France  as  foon  as 
poflible. 

Anf.  The  firft  part  of  this  article 
jgranted,  but  the  troops  muft  remain 
ipriioners  of  war  until  exchanged. 

Art  V.  The  Britifh  forces  fliall 
take  pofleffion  of  the  Morne  Fortune 
at  the  hour  which  may  be  appointed 
for  that  purpofe,  and  the  French 


arms  and  baggage,  drums  beating, 
and  colours  flying' 

Anf.  The  fort  to  be  put  into  the 
pofleffion  of  the  Britifti  troops  to¬ 
morrow  at  noon ;  the  garrifon  to 
march  out  of  the  fort  in  the  manner 
defined.  The  garrifon  to  occupy 
houfes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
fort,  until  veflels  fliall  be  provided 
for  their  reception. 

Art.  VI.  The  garrifon  fliall  pile 
their  arms  at  the  place  which  may 
be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and 
fliall  immediately  be  fent  to  France. 
The  officers  fliall  be  allowed  to  take 
with  them  their  wives  and  children. 

Anf.  The  arms  to  be  piled  on  the 
glacis  without  the  fort.  Anfwer  has 
already  been  given  as  to  the  dispofal 
of  the  garrifon.  The  officers  may 
difpole  of  their  wives  and  children 
as  they  pleafe. 

Art.  VII.  The  agent  general  of 
the  executive  directory,  his  aides- 
de-camp,  fecretary,  and  other  per¬ 
fons  attached  to  him,  fliall  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  keep  all  papers  and  effects 
belonging  to  his  office.  The  fame 
favour  fliall  be  granted  to  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  and  all  the  officers 
of  the  garrifon. 

Anf.  Agreed  to;  but  all  papers 
relating  to  the  ftate  of  the  ifland, 
public  works,  and  all  plans  and 
maps,  to  be  given  up. 

Art.  VIII.  The  volunteers  ferv- 
ing  with  the  French  forces  fliall  be 
allowed  to  keep  their  knaplacks. 

Anf.  Agreed  to,  according  to  the 
return  given  in  by  the  commander 
in  chief. 

Art.  IX.  No  perfon  fliall  be  plun¬ 
dered  or  infulted,  on  account  of  the 
opinions  he  has  hitherto  profeffed. 

Anf.  Agreed  to. 

Art.  X.  Two  veflels  of  the  repub¬ 
lic  lying  iu  the  harbour,  fliall  be 

granted 
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granted  to  the  agent  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  directory,  to  ferve  as  covered 
boats.  The  crews  of  thefe  two  vef~ 
fels  fhall,  however,  he  confidered  as 
prifoners  of  war. 

Auf.  Refufed ;  but  every  accom¬ 
modation  that  can  be  delired  by  the 
agent  general  of  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory  fhall  be  granted. 

Art.  XI.  The  inhabitants  of  every 
colour,  fhall  be  allowed  to  return 
immediately  to  their  refpedtive 
homes,  without  infult  or  moleltation. 

Anf.  Agreed  to. 

Art.  XII.  The  fick  and  wounded 
of  the  garrifon  fhall  be  taken  care 
of  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Eng¬ 
lish,  and,  on  their  recovery,  fhall  be 
entitled  to  the  fame  terms  as  the 
other  prifoners. 

Anf.  Agreed  to. 

Art.  XIII.  All  the  articles  of  this 
capitulation  fhall  be  faithfully  and 
finally  obferved  by  both  parties. 

Anf.  Agreed  to. 

Additional  Article. 

Proper  officers  to  be  named  by 
the  agent  general  and  commander 
in  chief,,  to  take  the  neceffary  orders 
for  the  furrender  of  Gros  Iflets, 
Souffriere,  and  Vieux  Fort,  and 
other  polls  that  may  be  occupied  in 
the  illand.  The  means  of  convey¬ 
ance  fhall  be  found  for  the  faid  offi¬ 
cers.  Stores  and  proviiions  of  all 
kinds  to  be  delivered  by  the  French 
commiffaries  to  the  Britifh  commif- 
faries  authorized  to  receive  them  on 
the  furrender  of  the  different  pofts. 

(Signed)  Ralph  Akercromby. 

Hjgii  C.  Christian. 

Gotten  s. 

Goyrani). 

Morne  Duchajfeaux,  St .  Lucia , 

May  25,  1796. 


Articles  of  Capitulation  which  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  fir  Ralph  Aber - 
croniby ,  K.  B.  commander  in  chief 
of  his  majesty's  f  orces  in  the  West 
Indies ,  grants  to  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  in  St.  Vincent's,  the  utk 
of  June,  1796. 

Art.  I.  The  garrifon  of  the  Vigie 
and  its  dependencies  to  march  out 
this  day  at  twelve  o’clock,  and  lay 
down  their  arms. 

Art.  II.  The  negroes,  &c.  are  to 
return  to  their  respective  proprietors. 

Art.  III.  The  reft  of  the  garrifon 
become  prifoners  of  war.  The  offi¬ 
cers  are  allowed  to  retain  their 
fwords,  and  all  are  allowed  to  keep 
their  private  effects. 

Art.  IV.  Such  perfons  as  have 
been  guilty  of  murders,  or  of  burn¬ 
ing  houfes  or  effates,  muff  be  fub- 
jed:  to  the  judgment  of  the  laws  of 
the  bland. 

Art.  V.  The  commandant  of  the 
French  troops  lhall  caule  to  be  given 
up,  as  foon  as  poflible,  all  the  pods 
which  the  French  troops  are  in  pof- 
felfion  of  in  this  ifland;  and  the  laid 
troops  are  to  become  prifoners,  upon 
the  conditions  granted  to  the  gar¬ 
rifon  of  the  Vigie. 

Art.  VI.  The  commandant  of  the 
French  troops  fhall  be  refponfiblei 
that  all  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
flores,  of  every  kind,  lhall  be  deli¬ 
vered  up  to  the  Britifh  troops  in  the 
order  they  are  now  in,  and  any  in¬ 
jury  or  wafle  committed  on  them 
from  this  time,  will  be  confidered  as 
a  breach  of  faith. 

Art.  VII.  By  the  fourth  article 
it  is  underftood  that  all  perfons,  ex¬ 
cept  luch  as  come  under  the  meant 
ing  of  that  article,  are  for  this  time 
pardoned  for  having  departed  from 
their  allegiance  to  his  majefty. 

Art.  VIII.  In  addition  to  the  drfi 
article,  the  commander  in  chiell 
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eonfrntB  that  the  garrifon  fliould 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war. 
(Signed)  It.  Abercromby. 

T.  WO L LEY. 

We,  the  underfigned,  adminiftra- 
lors  of  the  French  army  in  this 
ifland,  accept  the  above  articles  of 
capitulation,  fubjeft  to  the  fanftion 
of  the  delegated  commiffary,  and  of 
the  military  committee. 

Ch.  Sugue,  admi- 
(Signed)  niltrator. 

G.  Audibert.  Bouny,  comman- 
«om.  del.  dant  en  fecond. 

(For  the  comman¬ 
der  in  chief  of  the 
republican  army, 
M'arinier.) 

D.  Victor,  aid  de 
carao. 

A. 

Terms  of  Capitulation  agreed  upon 
.  by  major-general  Oliver  Nicolls, 
commanding  bis  majejly’s  forces  in 
the  ijland  of  Grenada,  and  captain 
J of 'ey,  commanding  the  troops  of 
the  French  Republic  in  the  fame 
‘ijland. 

Art.  I.  The  pods  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  above  commandant 
Joifey,  viz.  Mabonia,  or  Dugald- 
ftone,  the  Vigie,  or  the  hill  of 
Gouyave,  and  Dalincourt,  (hull  be 
furrendered  to  the  arms  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majeltv. 

Art.  II.  The  battalion,  of  which 
the  faid  captain  Joifey  is  comman¬ 
dant,  the  artillery,  and  the  commif- 
fariat  of  the  French  republic,  com¬ 
prehending,  however,  no  perfon  not 
formerly  free,  iliall  be  prisoners  of 
war,  and  remain  fo  till  exchanged. 

Art.  III.  The  garrifon  of  each 
poll  iliall  march  out  with  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  war,  and  lay  down  their 
arms  in  fucb  place  as  will  be  pointed 


out  to  them,  after  which  they  will 
be  conducted  to  the  moll  convenient 
place  till  they  carl  be  embarked. 

Art.  IV.  All  guns,  ordnance  (lores, 
commiffary’s  {lores,  public  papers, 
and  effects,  belonging  to  the  French 
republic,  or  actually  in  the  polls  oc¬ 
cupied  by  their  troops,  are  to  be 
delivered  up  faithfully  to  the  proper 
officers  who  will  be  lent  to  receive 
them. 

Art.  V.  The  officers  will  retain 
their  fwords,  and  both  officers  and 
men  their  baggage. 

Art.  VI.  The  poll  of  Mabonia 
will  be  taken  poQ'effion  of  as  soon 
as  the  capitulation  is  figned;  and  of 
Gouyave  ail  hour  afterwards;  the 
poft  of  Dalincourt  at  four  o’clock 
this  afternoon. 

(Signed)  Oliver  Nicolls- 
major-gem 
Jossey. 

✓  * 


GAZETTES  RELATIVE  TO  THE  EAST 
IN  DIES  AND  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE* 

Articles  of  Capitulation  of  Colombo , 
in  the  ijland  of  Ceylon 

k  , 

Preliminary  Article. — John  Ge¬ 
rund  Van  Angelbeck,  counfellor  of 
India,  governor  and  director  of  the 
Dutch  poffeffions  in  the  ifland  of 
Ceylon,  offers  to  deliver  up  to  colo¬ 
nel  Stuart  and  captain  Gardner, 
commanding  the  Englifh  troops,  the 
fortrefs  of  Colombo,  upon  the  fol¬ 
lowing  conditions,  at  the  expiration 
of  three  days. 

Anf.  Major  Patrick  Alexander 
Agnew,  adjutant-general  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  troops  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon, 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  delegated  to 
him  by  colonel  James  Stuart,  com¬ 
manding  the  Britiffi  army,  and  Alan 
Hyde  Gardner,  efq.  captain  of  his 

maj  fifty's 
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majefty's  fhip  Heroine,  and  fenioi 
officer  of  the  naval  force  before  Co¬ 
lombo,  contents  to  accept  of  the  lui- 
render  of  the  fortrefs  of  Colombo,  on 
the  undermentioned  terms,  provided 
the  capitulation  is  figned  this  even¬ 
ing,  and  the  fort  delivered  to  the 
Britiffi  troops  to-morrow  morning  at 
ten  o'clock,  in  the  manner  flipulated 
in  the  following  articles. 

Art.  I.  In  this  capitulation  fhall 
be  included  the  town  of  Gale,  and 
the  fort  of  Caliture,  with  all  their 
dependencies,  lands,  domains, 
of  the  hon.  Dutch  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany;  and  the  governor  fhall  iflue 
orders  to  the  commander  and  coun¬ 
cil  of  Gale,  and  the  commandant  of 
Caliture,  for  the  actual  furrender, 
according  to  the  contents  ol  this 
capitulation. 

Anf.  Granted. 

Art.  II.  The  fort  with  all  its 
dependencies,  artillery,  ammunition, 
stores,  provisions,  and  all  other  ef¬ 
fects  belonging  to  the  company,  with 
the  plan  and  papers  relative  to  the 
fortifications,  fhall  bona  fide  be  de¬ 
livered  up,  without  concealing  or 
keeping  back  any  thing. 

Anf.  Granted.  The  furveys  of 
the  diftri6ts  of  the  ifland  o,t  Ceylon, 
and  its  coafts,  with  all  the  other 
public  plans,  to  be  included. 

Art.  III.  And  as  the  banks  at 
Colombo,  as  well  as  Gale,  are  two 
years  in  arrear,  the  delivery  fhall 
take  place  according  to  the  balances 
now  a&ually  exifling,  and  a  reafon- 
able  time  be  allotted  to  the  com¬ 
mercial  fervants  here,  and  at  Gale, 
with  their  affiftants,  to  finifh  their 
books;  and  they  fhall  during  that 
time  receive  the  pay  and  emolu¬ 
ments  fixed  for  their  fervices.  As 
the  fmith,  cooper,  houfe-carpenter, 
the  overfeer  of  the  arfenal,  and  the 
brick-maker,  receive  every  thing  by 


indent,  their  accounts  fhall  be  exa¬ 
mined  by  our  accountants,  and  paid 
by  the  Englifh :  on  the  other  hand, 
the  abovementioned  artificers  and 
overfeers  are  refpOnfible  for  the  ar¬ 
ticles  iflued  to  them. 

Anf.  One  year,  or  eighteen 
months,  ifabfolutely  neceflary,  fhall 
be  allowed,  for  the  purpofe  of  ar¬ 
ranging  the  books;  during  which 
time  a  reafonable  falary  fhall  be 
paid  to  the  fervants  of  the  Dutch 
company  necefiarily  employed  in 
this  department,  the  accounts  of 
the  artizaus  fhall  be  examined  and 

liquidated. 

Art.  IV.  All  public  papers  fhall 
alfo  be  faithfully  delivered  over; 
but  attefted  copies  of  all  the  public 
.  and  fecret  conlultations  held  during 
his  lhort  government,  and  which  he 
has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  for¬ 
warding  to  Holland  or  Batavia,  fhali 
be  given  to  governor  Van  Angel- 
beck,  to  enable  him  to  anfwer  for 
his  conduct,  according  to  the  exift- 
ing  circutnftances. 

Anf.  Granted. 

Art.  V.  The  returns  and  mer¬ 
chandize  of  the  company,  which  are 
partly  laden  on  board  the  fhips  Ber- 
'  licum  and  Enfgezenheid,  now  lying 
in  the  roads  and  partly  ftored  in 
private  houfes,  as  well  as  thole  at 
Gale,  fhall  alfo  be  faithfully  deli¬ 
vered  by  the  commiffaries,  who  fhall  I 
be  appointed  by  the  governor,  to  , 
major  Agnew,  who  is  authorized  by 
the  governor  of  Madras  to  iecei\e  . 
them.  ■■  ,  I 

Anf.  All  merchandize,  ftores,  and 

public  property,  of  every  deferip- 
tion,  either  laden  on  board  the  Hups 
now  anchored  under  the  guns  of  the 
fort,  depofited  in  public  ftores,  or 
diftributed  in  the  houfes  of  indivi-  , 
duals ;  as  well  as  all  public  property 
placed  in  a  finite  manner  at  Gale,  1 
1  Caliture,  j 
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jCaliture,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
ifland  of  Ceylon,  depending  on  thefe 
governments,  ftia.ll  be  delivered  up 
by  the  commifiaries,  who  ftiall  be 
named  by  the  governor  Van  Angel- 
beck  to  major  Agnew,  the  major 
appointed  by  the  government  of 
Madras  to  receive  them,  in  three 
weeks  from  this  date. 

Art.  VI.  But  as  the  eompany 
has  of  late  borrowed  money  upon 
intereft,  of  their  fervants  and  inha¬ 
bitants,  and,  when  in  want  of  ready 
money,  have  i fitted  (kredidft  breeven) 
pronuflbry  notes,  to  the  amount  of 
about  five  lack  of  rix-dollars,  of 
which,  however,  at  leaft  one  half 
is  in  the  treafury,  with  a  promife  to 
realize  the  fame ;  and  as  feveral 
fervants  have  their  pay  and  emolu¬ 
ments  in  the  hands  of  the  company, 
for  which  they  have  no  other  le- 
curity  but  their  property,  the  above 
mentioned  debts  ihall  be  paid  out 
of.  them.,  and  the  notes  difcharged, 
which  can  occafion  the  lefs  confi- 
deration,  as  the  returns  alone,  tak¬ 
ing  the  fine  cinnamon  at  only  three 
rupees  a  pound,  the  pepper  at  one 
hundred  rupees  per  candv,  the  car¬ 
damoms  at  one  rupee  a  pound,  and 
fhe  piece  goods  and  other  merchan¬ 
dize  at  the  invoice  price,  will  amount 
to  about  twenty-five  lacks  of  rupees, 
and  all  the  debts,  pay,  and  notes 'in 
circulation  not  above  lix  lacks.  1  be 
copper  doodees  ihall  continue  cur¬ 
rent  tor  one  ftive.r. 

Anf.  As  Mr,  Van  Angelbeck  has 
affined  the  officers  commanding  his 
majeftyT  naval  and  land  forces  be¬ 
fore  Colombo,  that  a  refufal  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  demand  contained  in 
the  6th  article,  will  be  attended  with 
the  total  ruin  of  the  colony,  they 
consent  to  the  following  arrange¬ 
ments  regarding  the  paper  currency 
Qi  this  iftand*  provided  the  public 


property  of  the  Dutch  company  m 
found  to  be  conformable  to  the  ftate- 
ment  contained  in  this  article.  Tim 
Englifh  government  of  Ceylon  will 
-take  up  the  promiffory  notes  of  the 
Dutch  government  which  are  flill 
in  circulation,  provided  they  do  not 
.exceed  the  fum  of  50,000!.  fterliag, 
and  iffiie  certificates  for  the  amount, 
bearing  an  intereft  of  three  per  cent, 
per  ann.  payable  half  yearly,  which 
certificates  fhall  be  in  force  fo  long 
as  the  diftricls  of  Ceylon,  extending 
from  Matura  to  Chilau,  fhall  be  in 
poffeffion  of  the  Englifh,  and  no 
longer.  Should  thefe  diftricts  be 
reftored  to  the  Dutch,  the  refpon- 
fibility  of  payment  will  neceftarily 
revert  to  them,  in  which  event  the 
original  notes  of  the  Dutch  govern¬ 
ment  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors,  in  exchange  for  the  certi¬ 
ficates  granted  by  the  Britifli  go¬ 
vernment.  The  officers  command¬ 
ing  the  Britifli  forces  are  not  autho- 
rized  to  provide  for  the  payment  0 £ 
the  arrears  due  to  the  fervants  of, 
the  company.  This  muft  be  left  to 
the  future  determination  of  his  Bri* 
tannic  majelty. 

The  copper  coin  of  this  ifland 
muft  find  its  own  value  in  the  courfe 
of  exchange. 

Art.  VII.  All  private  property* 
without  exception,  fhall  be  fecured 
to  the  proprietors.  x 

Anf.  Granted,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  all  military  and  naval  f  to  res* 
which,  in  every  inftance,  muft  be 
deemed  public  property. 

Art.  VIII.  In  which  is  exprefsly 
included  the  funds  of  the  orphan 
houfe,  or  the  college  for  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  effects  of  infant 
children,  and  of  the  committee  for 
managing  the  poor  funds,  as  alfo 
the  two  fhips  now  in  the  roads  (Ber- 
licmn  and  Enfgezinheid)  which  be- 
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long  to  individuals  in  Holland,  and 
are  chartered  by  the  company,  as 
ihall  be  proved. 

Anf.  Granted,  with  exception  of 
the  lhips,  which  mult  be  deemed 
public  property. 

Art.  IX.  The  garrifon  fhall 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war; 
pile  their  arms,  by  command  of 
their  own  officers,  on  the  efplanade, 
and  again  return  to  their  barracks. 
The  officers  to  keep  their  fide- 
arms ;  the  clevangs  and  crees  of 
the  non-comjuiihoned  officers  and 
private  Alalays  to  be  locked  up  in 
cheffs,  and  on  their  departure,  on 
being  let  on  ffiore,  to  be  returned  to 
them. 

Anf.  Granted. 

Art.  X.  The  European  officers, 
non-commiffioned  and  privates  of 
the  battalion  of  the  Dutch  troops, 
and  the  detachment  of  the  Wirtem- 
berg  regiment,  doing  duty  with  it, 
as  well  as  the  artillery  and  feamen, 
fhall  be  tranfported  in  Engliffi  lhips 
from  hence  to  Europe  or  Batavia, 
according  to  their  choice,  with  per- 
miffion  to  carry  along  with  them 
their  women,  children,  liecefiary 
fervants,  and  baggage.  None  of 
the  officers,  however,  Ihall  be  moved 
from  hence  again!!  their  will,  as 
many  of  them  are  married,  and 
have  their  property  here;  and  in 
cafe  any  of  them  wiffiing  to  depart, 
time  fhall  be  allowed  them  to  ar¬ 
range  their  affairs  to  go  where  they 
pleafe,  on  their  parole  of  honour  not 
to  ferve  in  this  war  again!!  England, 
until  they  fhall  be  exchanged. 

Anf.  The  European  officers,  non- 
commiffioned  officers  and  privates, 
as  well  of  the  Dutch  battalion,  of 
the  regiment  of  Wirtemberg,  the 
artillery,  engineers,  and  marine, 
muff  be  confidered  as  prifoners  of 
war,  and  as  fuch  they  will  be  treat¬ 


ed  with  that  attention  which  th 
Britilh  government  has  ever  ffiewi 
to  thofe  whom  the  fortune  of  wa 
has  placed  in  its  power.  The  whol 
fhall  be  fent  to  Madras.  Such  o 
the  officers  as  deftre  to  return  t 
Ceylon,  for  the  reafons  mentioned  ii 
this  article,  will  have  permiffion  t 
do  so,  on  giving  their  parole  of  ho 
nour  not  to  ferve  during  the  prefen 
war  again!!  the  Engliffi.  Thof 
who  may  defire  to  return  to  Europ 
fhall  be  permitted  l'o  to  do,  on  tb 
fame  conditions,  but  without  air 
claim  on  the  Britiffi  governmen 
for  pay  and  allowance  of  any  de 
fcription. 

Art.  XI.  As  there  are  fome  na 
tive  born  French  in  garrifon,  tbe^ 
Ihall  be  tranfported  to  the  Frencl 
iflands  if  they  chooi'e  it. 

Anf.  The  French  of  the  garrifoi 
will  be  confidered  as  prifoners  o 
war,  and  fent  to  Madras. 

Art.  XII.  The  Alalays  that  di 
not  choofe  to  remain  here,  fhall  b< 
tranfported  in  Engliffi  ffiips,  witl 
their  women  and  children,  to  th< 
ill  and  of  Java. 

Anf.  The  Malay  troops  fhall  b 
fent  from  hence,  with  their  wive 
and  children,  to  Tutacoren,  an< 
from  thence  by  eal’y  marches  t<! 
Madias,  They  ihall  be  l’ubfiffei 
while  they  remain  prifoners,  and  i] 
not  taken  into  the  Britiffi  fervicej 
flia.ll,  at  a  convenient  time,  be  fen 
to  the  iff  and  of  Java,  at  the  expencj 
of  the  Britiffi  government. 

Art.  XIII.  Thefe  tranfportation 
fliall  take  place  at  the  expence  o 
the  Engliffi,  and  until  that  time  tb 
military,  Europeans  as  well  as  Ma 
lays,  ihall  continue  to  enjoy  thei 
pay,  as  well  as  emoluments,  as  wa 
cuftomary  in  the  company's  fervice 
None  of  the  military  (hall  be  forced 
or  even  perfuaded,  to  enter  into  th 

fervid 
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Service  of  his  majefty,  or  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Englifh  company. 

Anf.  The  military  officers,  Eu¬ 
ropean  and  native,  fhall  receive  the 
fame  pay  allowed  to  them  in  the 
Dutch  fervice.  The  non-commif- 
fioned  and  privates  fhall  be  fubfifled 
according  to  the  regulations  of  the 
Eritifh  government  for  the  prifoners 
of  war.  None  fhall  be  forced  to 
enter  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain 
againft  their  content. 

Art.  XIV.  The  Sepoys  and  Moor¬ 
men  in  the  fervice  fhall  have  liberty 
to  return  to  their  birth  place. 

A hf.  Granted. 

Art.  XV.  The  Chim-aleefe  Laf- 

C 

cars,  being  foldiers,  according  to  the 
nature  of  their  fervice,  and  the 
burghers  and^civil  fervants  by  the 
laws  of  the  colony  being  obliged  to 
take  up  arms  for  its  defence,  it  fhall 
not  tend  to  prejudice  thole  people. 

Anf.  Granted. 

Art.  XVI,  The  governor  Van 
Angelbeck,  the  commander  of  Gale, 
Fretz,  and  all  other  political  or 
commercial  fervants,  not  required 
j  in  their  official  capacities  for  the 
purpoles  mentioned  in  article  III, 

!  fhall  have  permiffion  to  remain  as 
private  individuals  at  Colombo,  Gale, 
or  other  place  on  the  ifland,  or  to 
betake  theinfelves  elfewhere.  In 
the  firft  cafe,  a  reafonable  means  of 
fubhftence  fhall  be  allowed  to  each, 
according  to  his  rank.  In  the  lalt, 
they  fhall  be  permitted  to  carry  their 
effects  along  with  them,  without  pay¬ 
ment  of  any  tax  or  duty  whatever, 
but  then  all  allowance  to  ceafe. 

Anf.  Granted,  with  this  excep¬ 
tion,  that  as  the  commanders  of  the 
Britifh  forces  before  Colombo  are 
not  authorifed  to  grant  the  fubfilt- 
ence  required,  this  lubject  muft  be 
referred  to  the  decifion  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Fort  St.  George, 

Art.  XVII.  The  refpe&ive  ven- 
Vot.  XXX  VII  I. 


due  mailers  here  and  at  Gale  fhall 
be  maintained  during  the  colledtion 
of  the  outftanding  balances,  in  right 
of  the  preference  granted  thofe  peo¬ 
ple  by  the  company. 

Anf.  Granted,  for  all  balances 
now  outtlanding. 

Art.  XVIII.  The  clergy  and  other 
ecelefiaftical  fervants  fhall  continue 
in  their  functions,  and  receive  the 
lame  pay  and  emoluments  as  they 
had  from  the  company. 

Anf.  Granted  under  the  fame 
exception  annexed  to  the  16  th  ar¬ 
ticle. 

Art.  XIX.  The  citizens  and 
other  inhabitants  fhall  be  allowed 
to  follow  their  employments,  and 
enjoy  all  the  liberties  and  privileges 
as  ihe  lu ejects  of  his  majefty. 

Anf.  Granted. 

Art.  XX.  The  native  fervants  in 
the  different  departments  fhall  be 
continued  in  their  employs  during 
their  good  behaviour. 

Anf.  Granted,  l'ubjefl  to  fueh  re¬ 
gulations  as  the  Britifh  government 
may  hereafter  judge  lieceffary. 

Art.  XXI.  The  eaftern  princes, 
Tommogoms,  and  other  men  of  rank 
here  as  ftate  prifoners,  and  who  re¬ 
ceive  a  monthly  fubfiffence,  fhall 
continue  to  receive  it,  according  to 
the  lift  which  fhall  be  given  in. 

Anf.  Granted,  while  they  remain 
in  Ceylon. 

Art.  XXII,  All  notarial  papers, 
fuch  as  wills,  bills  of  purchafe  and 
fales,  obligations,  fecurities,  bonds, 
&c.  fhall  continue  in  force,  and  the 
regiffers  of  them  be  prefented  by 
commiffaries  appointed  on  both 
Tides  for  that  purpofe. 

Anf.  Granted. 

Art.  XXIII.  All  civil  fuits  de¬ 
pending  in  the  council  of  juflice, 
lhall  be  decided  by  the  fame  coun¬ 
cil,  according  to  our  laws. 

Anf,  Granted;  but  they  muff  be. 

*H  decided 
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decided  in  twelve  months  fn!>m  this 
date. 

Art.  XXIV.  The  defer ters  who 
are  here  lhall  be  pardoned. 

Anf.  All  deferters  from  the  Eng- 
lifli  fervice  mult  be  unconditionally 
given  up. 

Art.  XXV.  The  above  articles 
of  capitulation  fhall  be  faithfully 
fulfilled  and  confirmed  by  the  figna- 
tures  of  the  officers  commanding  his 
maje  fly’s  fea  and  land  forces,  colo¬ 
nel  James  Stuart,  and  captain  Alan 
Hyde  Gardner;  and  in  cafe  of  any 
thing  appearing  obfcure,  it  fhall  be 
faithfully  cleared  up ;  and  if  any 
doubts  fhall  arife,  it  fit  all  be  con- 
11  rued  for  the  benefit  of  the  befieged. 
Anf.  Granted. 

Art.  XXVI.  The  garrifon  fhall 
march  out,  agreeably  to  the  9th 
article,  at  ten  o’clock  to-morrow 
morning,  when  the  gate  of  Delft 
fhall  be  delivered  to  a  detachment 
of  the  Britifh  troops.  The  governor 
Van  Angelbeck  will  order  an  officer 
to  point  out  the  public  magazines, 
polls,  and  public  (lores,  that  guards 
may  be  placed  for  their  fecurity, 
and  the  prelervation  of  order  in  the 
garrifon. 

Done  in  Colombo,  this  15th 
day  of  February,  1796. 

(Signed)  J.  Gran.  Angelbeck. 
(Signed)  P.  A.  Agnew,  adj.  gen. 
Approved  and  confirmed, 

(Signed)  J.  Stuart. 

A.  H.  Gardner. 

& 
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London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 
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Parliament -dr  eet>  Nov.  3,  1796. 

A  Bifpatch,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy,  was  this  day  received 
by  the  right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas, 
one  of  his  majefty’s  principal  fecre- 
iaries  of  ftate,  from  major-general 
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Craig,  commanding  his  maje fly’s 
troops  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
dated  Camp,  on  the  fhore  of  Sal- 
danha  Bay,  Augufl  19,  1796. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  great  fatisfa&ion  in  re¬ 
porting  to  you  the  event  of  an  at¬ 
tempt  which  has  been  made  by  the 
enemy,  and  which  has  terminated 
to  the  honour  of  his  majefty’s  arms, 
in  the  entire  capture  of  the  fqua- 
dron  of  Dutch  lhips  of  war,  deftined 
for  the  purpofe  of  retaking  this  fet- 
tlement. 

Having  made  every  arrangement 
within  my  means,  by  the  eftablifh- 
rnent  of  a  fmall  poft,  and  the  laying 
the  road  by  a  fufficient  number  ol 
the  few  men  which  I  had  been  able 
to  mount,  for  watching  Saldanha 
Bay,  1  received  a  report  on  the  3d 
inftant,  tranfmitted  in  fourteen 
hours,  that  nine  fhips  had  appeared 
off  that  coafl  on  the  preceding  after¬ 
noon,  which  I  immediately  con¬ 
veyed  to  vice-admiral  fir  George 
Keith  Elphinltone.  By  the  fame 
report  there  appeared  to  be  the 
ftrongeft  probability  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  brig  the  Hope  bad  been  cap¬ 
tured  by  them  ;  and  as  there  was  nc 
further  account  of  them  that  day. 
I  concluded  that  the  information 
which  they  had  received,  by  that 
means,  of  our  flrengtli  here,  had 
induced  them  to  continue  their  route. 

and  that  thev  would  ftand  far  to  the 

- 

weftward  before  they  doubled  the 
Cape,  to  avoid  fir  George’s  fleet 
which  had  put  to  fea  as  foon  as  was 
polfible  after  the  receipt  of  the  in¬ 
telligence. 

In  order,  however,  to  omit  n( 
precaution,  I  lent  up  lieu t.  M‘Nab 
with  a  few  mounted  men,  to  watcl 
the  Bay  more  narrowly ;  and  fron 
him  I  received  a  report,  on  Satur 
day  night  the  6th  inftant,  at  twelve 
o’clock,  that  the  fame  number  0 
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ftiips  which  had  formerly  been  re¬ 
ported,  had  anchored  that  morning 
in  the  Bay,  and  that  there  was  no 
doubt  of  their  being  enemies.  I 
loft  not  a  moment  in  lending  direc- 
tions  to  Simon’s  Town,  from  whence, 
by  the  general  willingnefs  and  acti¬ 
vity  which  prevailed  amongft  all 
ranks,  veftels  were  clifpatched  by 
nine  o’clock,  in  queft  of  the  admiral, 
with  the  information. 

As  it  fortunately  happened  that 
the  25  th  and  27th  light  dragoons, 
with  part  of  the  19th,  and  the  whole 
of  the  33d  regiments,  were  in  Si¬ 
mon’s  Bay,  I  could  be  under  no  ap- 
prehenfion  for  the  lafety  of  the  co¬ 
lony  from  any  force  which  could  be 
landed  from  nine  fhips  of  war.  It 
became,  however,  an  object  of  infi¬ 
nite  importance  to  the  welfare  of 
the  fettlement,  to  prevent  any  body 
of  the  enemy  from  throwing  them- 
felves  into  the  country.  At  the 
fame  time  the  fecurity  of  Cape 
Town  became  an  object  of  particu¬ 
lar  attention,  both  from  the  reafon- 
able  expectation,  that  the  enemy 
would  not  have  come  with  fuch  a 
force,  without  a  profpedt  of  a  junc¬ 
tion  with  fome  other  armament,  and 
from  the  poffibility  of  the  admiral 
being  prevented  from  doubling  the 
Cape  by  the  north  wefterly  winds 
which  ufually  prevail  at  this  feafon, 

and  which  would  carry  the  enemy 

»  .  \  ^  «/ 

m  fix  hours  from  Saldanha  to  Table 
Bay.  It  was,  therefore,  with  par¬ 
ticular  fa  tis  faction,  that  I  found  my- 
felf  poffeffed  of  a  force  adequate 
to  both  thefe  ohjefts. 

No  time  was  loft  in  making  tlie 
neceffary  arrangements  in  a  country 
totally  unufed  to  a  movement  of  this 
nature.  The  troops  began  their 
march  on  Sunday  morning,  neceffa- 
nly  by  divifions,  on  account  of  fub- 
fiftence.  The  burgher  fenate  was 


affembled,  to  whom  I  expofed  my 
intentions,  to  which  they  exprefled 
the  moft  ready  compliance..  Wag¬ 
gons  were  every  where  demanded 
bv  them,  arid  furnifhed  with  cheer- 
fulnefs.  Cavalry  was  neceffary,  but 
the  appointments  of  the  28th  were, 
on  board  a  fhip  which  had  failed  in 
queft  of  the  admiral.  Thofe  of  the 
25th  were  alto  on  board  fhip  in 
Simon’s  Bay,  and  we  had  not  above 
fifty  horfes.  The  appointments  were 
brought  up,  and  I  did  not  fcruple, 
on  fuch  an  occafion,  to  require  aljf 
fuddle  horfes,  without  exception,  to 
be  brought  in,  which  were  valued  by 
two  members  of  the  court  of  juftice, 
and  two  officers  of  the  28th  dra¬ 
goons,  and  paid  for  on  the  fpot,  to 
the  entire  fatisfadftion  of  the  owners. 

By  thefe  means,  fir,  leaving  ma¬ 
jor-general  Doyle  in  the  command 
of  the  troops  at,  and  about  Cape 
Town,  amounting  to  near  4000  men, 
and  brigadier-general  Campbell  in 
the  immediate  command  of  the 
town,  I,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
in  ft  ant,  reached  Saldanha  Bay,  at 
the  head  of  the  advanced  guard, 
confiding  of  the  light  infantry,  a 
body  of  Hottentots,  and  fifty  of  the 
25th  light  dragoons,  affifted  by  bri¬ 
gadier-general  M‘Kenzie,  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  whole  corps,  confifting 
of  the  grenadiers,  the  75th  and  80th 
battalions,  fifty  more  of  the  26th, 
and  one  bundled  of  the  28th  light 
dragoons,  in  all  about  2500  men, 
with  two  howitzers  and  nine  field 
pieces,  arrived  there  alfo  in  an  hour 
after. 

In  the  mean  time  the  admiral 
had  returned  to  Falfe  Bay,  and  on 
there  receiving  the  firft  accounts  of 
the  enemy  being  in  Saldanha  Bay, 
had  put  to  fea  with  the  utmoft  ex¬ 
pedition;  and  we  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion,  from  the  heights  from  whence 
2  we 
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cended  to  the  fiiores  of  the 
Bay,  to  fee  him,  with  all  his  fails 
crowded,  advancing  with  a  fair  wind 
directly  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
though  dill  at  fome  diftance.  One  of 
the  enemy’s  frigates,  which  lay  near 
the  Ihore  to  cover  their  watering, 
cannonaded  us  very  brilkly  as  we  de- 
feended  the  heights,  though  without 
effect,  and  we  returned  their  fire  with 
as  little,  having  at  that  time  only 
three-pounders  with  us;  but  a  how¬ 
itzer  being  brought  up,  a  few  (hells 
were  thrown  with  great  precifion  by 
captain  llobertfon,  who  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  defiioyed  her;  but  per¬ 
ceiving  that  our  fleet  was  then  en¬ 
tering  the  Bay,  and  that  there  was 
no  poflibility  of  her  efcaping,  I  de¬ 
flated  from  firing,  thinking  it  more 
for  his  majefty’s  hue  re  ft  that  fhe 
ihould  (hare  the  fate  of  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  fquadron,  the  capture  of 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  inevita- 
able,  than  that  we  Ihould  rills  the  de¬ 
stroying  her,  from  a  vain  punctilio  of 
obliging  her  to  ftrike  to  us.  We 
then  employed  ourfelvys  in  making 
the  necefiary  difpofitions  for  afford¬ 
ing  inch  afliftance  as  might  be  in 
our  power,  in  the  event  of  the  ob- 
ftinacy  of  the  enemy  obliging  the 
admiral  to  attack  them,  as  well  as 
fiich  as  would  be  expedient  in  cafe 
they  ihould  run  their  ihips  on  Ihore, 
■neither  of  which,  however,  I  thought 
probable.  I  was  accordingly  inform¬ 
ed,  by  a  letter  from  fir  George  the 
following  morning,  that  the  whole 
fiad  furrendered  themfelves  to  him. 

'fhe  means  by  which  this  event 
fias  been  accompliffied,  fir,  have  not 
afforded  any  opportunity  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  troops  of  difplaying  that  bra¬ 
very  in  his  fervioe,  which  I  am  con¬ 
fident  they  would  have)  (hewn,  had 
the  occafion  presented  itfelf;  but  if 
t-h^iitmoft  alacrity  and  cheerfulnefs, 


under  almoft  every  privation,  ex¬ 
cept  that  of  meat,  during  a  march 
of  ninety  miles,  through  fo  barren 
a  country  that  there  exift  but  five 
houfes  in  the  whole  line,  have  any 
merit,  I  can  with  truth  prelent  them 
to  his  majefty’s  troops. 

This  march,  fir,  has  never  yet,  I 
believe,  been  attempted  by  any  body 
of  troops,  however  lmall,  and  per¬ 
mit  me  to  allure  you,  has  been  at¬ 
tended  with  fuch  uncommon  diffi¬ 
culties,  that  it  never  could  have 
been  accomplilhed  but  by  the  dif- 
play  of  the  qualities  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  troops,  and  a  union  of 
extraordinary  exertions  in  all  the 
departments  concerned.  In  thele 
all  have  equal  claim  to  my  acknow¬ 
ledgements  ;  but  I  cannot  dilpenfe 
with  particularizing  the  intelli¬ 
gence  and  a&ivity  with  which,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  uncommon  fatigue 
which  attended  it,  lieut.  MfiSab, 
of  the  98th  regiment,  with  about 
twenty  of  his  mourned  men,  per¬ 
formed  the  fervice  allotted  to  him 
the  enemy,  and  pre- 
any  communication  with 
them,  from  the  firth  moment  of 
their  coming  into  the  Bay,  till  oujr 
arrival.  * 

It  is,  fir,  with  very  particular  fa- 
t  is  faction,  that  I  have  further  to  re¬ 
port,  that  i  have  received,  on  this 
occafion,  every  pollible  afliftance 
from  his  majefty’s  fubjedts  of  the 
colony. 

The  burgher  fenate  have  dif- 
charged  the  duty  impoled  upon  them 
with  the  greateft  readinels,  impar¬ 
tiality,  and  activity,  whilft  their  re- 
quifi Lions  and  orders  on  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  for  their  waggons,  cattle,  and 
horfes,  have  been  complied  with 
with  a  cheerfulnefs  which  could,  I 
am  fatisfied,  only  proceed  from  a 
conviction  of  the  preference  to  be 

given 
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given  to  his  majefty’s  mild  and  pa¬ 
ternal  government  over  the  wild 
fyftem  of  anarchy  and  contulion 
from  which  they  were  furnifhing 
the  means  of  being  effectually  de- 
fended. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you,  fir, 
by  my  aide  de  camp,  captain  Baynes, 
who  has  been  in  this  country  fmce 
the  firlt  arrival  of  his  majelly ’s  troops 
under  my  command,  and  to  whole 
intelligence  and  active  affiltance  I 
have  been,  on  every  occalion, 
.highly  indebted.  I  beg  leave,  hr, 
molt  humbly  to  recommend  him  to 
his  majefty’s  notice. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  greatell  refpebt, 
Sir,  6cc.  &c. 

J.  H.  CitaiG. 

Admiralty  Office ,  Nov,  3,  1796. 
Difpatches,  of  which  the  following 
are  copies,  (brought  by  captain 
John  Aylmer,  of  his  majefty’s 
fliip  Tremendous,)  were  this  day 
received  from  the  hon.  vice-ad¬ 
miral  lir  George  Keith  Elphm- 
ftone,  K.  B. 

Monarch ,  Saldanha  Bay , 

Sir,  Aug.  19,  1796. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  a  lilt 
of  a  Dutch  fquadron  under  the 
command  of  rear-admiral  Engel- 
bertus  Lucas,  fent  hither  for  the 
reduction  of  this  colony,  but  which 
were  compelled  to  Surrender  by 
capitulation,  on  the  17th  inftant, 
to  the  detachment  of  his  majefty’s 
Ihips  under  my  command,  named 
in  No.  VII.  on  the  terms  alfo  in- 
clofed.  For  further  particulars  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  ac¬ 
companying  detail  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  fquadron  from  the  4th 
to  the  18th  inftant,  and  I  hope  the 
Iprds  commiffioners  of  the  admi¬ 


ralty  will  approve  the  meafures  I 
have  taken,  fo  eifentigl  to  the  Bri- 
tilh  commercial  interefts  in  the  eaft. 

The  Ihips  are  ail  coppered,  and 
in  good  condition,  excepting  the 
Caitor,  whole  rudder  is  defective. 

In  juftice  to  the  officers  and  men 
I  have  the  honour  to  command,  it 
is  my  duty  to  obferve,  that,  in 
conlequence  of  the  molt  violent 
tempeftuous  weather  I  ever  be¬ 
held,  and  the  very  unpleafant  fix¬ 
ations  in  which  the  fquadron  was 
at  times  placed,  they  cheerfully, 
and  much  to  their  credit,  under¬ 
went  a  degree  of  fatigue  hardly  cre¬ 
dible. 

Captain  Aylmer  will  have  the 
honour  of  presenting  thefe  dif- 
patches.  I  beg  leave  to  mention 
him  to  their  lordlhips,  as  a  re- 
fpe&able  gentleman  and  an  active 
officer. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  efteem,,  fir, 

Your  molt  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

G.  K.  ElPII INSTONE.. 
Evan  Nepean ,  efq. 

Monarchy  Saldanha  Bay , 

Sir,  Aug.igyi  796. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  intelligence  was  received  at 
Cape  Town,  on  the  3d  inftant,  of 
a  number  of  Blips  having  been  feen 
in  the  offing,  at  Saldanha  Bay, 
which  was  confirmed  on  the  5th. 
In  confequence  of  this  every  pre¬ 
paration  was  made  for  putting  to 
lea  immediately,  with  the  fquadron 
under  my  command ;  but  from  the 
Monarch’s  main -malt  being  out; 
and  the  tempeftuous  weather,  I  was 
not  able  to  quit  the  anchorage  in 
Simon’s  Bay  until  the  oth,  when  we 
proceeded  to  fea,  , 

On  getting  under  weigh,  an  offi- 

3  eer 
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cer  from  the  fhore  came  on  board 
to  inform  me,  that  a  number  of 
fails  had  been  feen  the  preceding 
night  in  the  offing,  near  Fa  lie  Bay; 
I  then  refolved  to  fleer  to  the  fouth- 
ward  and  weft,  in  expectation  of 
their  having;  taken  that  courfe. 

The  fquadron  continued  entiling 
in  the  mod  tempefluous  weather  i 
have  ever  experienced,  which  da¬ 
maged  many  of  the  fhips,  and  at 
one  time  the  Ruby  had  five  feet 
water  in  her  hold  :  wetwere  joined 
at  lea  by  his  majedy’s  fifip  Stately, 
Hattlefnake  and  Echo  lloops.  On 
the.  12th  I  returned,  with  a  frelh 
breeze  blowing  from  the  louth  ead, 
and,  upon  anchoring  in  Simons 
Bay,  the  matter  attendant  came  off 
with  information  that  the  fhips 
feen,  confiding  of  nine  fail,  had 
put  into  Saldanha  Bay  on  the  6th, 
the  fame  day  on  which  I  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  tea;  that  they  remained 
there  by  the  lad  advice,  and  that 
four  fhips  had  been  difpatched  in 
qued  of  me  to  communicate  this 
welcome  intelligence. 

I  immediately  made  the  fignal  to 
fail,  but  theCrefcept  had  got  alhore  ; 
the  wind  blew  ftrong,  and  inereafed 
on  the  following  day  to  a  perfect 
temped,  in  which  the  Tremendous 
parted  two  cables,  drove,  and  was 
in  great  danger  of  being  lob,  fo 
that,  notwithdanding  every  exer¬ 
tion,  and  the  molt  anxious  mo¬ 
ments  of  my  life,  we  could  not  get 
Out  until  the  15th. 

On  the  16th  the  fquadron  arrived 
off  Saldanha  Bay  at  fun- let,  and 
the  Crefcent,  which  had  been  or¬ 
dered  a-head  to  difeover  informa¬ 
tion  and  to  report,  made  the  lignal 
for  the  enemy,  confiding  of  three 
blips  of  the  line,  three  frigates, 
and  other  fhips,  being  moored  in 
the  Bay. 


The  fquadron  hood  on  into  the 
Bay  in  the  order  of  failing,  but  the 
night  coming  on,  and  the  rear  be¬ 
ing  'too  far  extended  for  action,  I 
judged  it  expedient  to  come  to  an 
anchor  within  fhot  of  the  enemy’s 
fhips;  and,  perceiving  their  num¬ 
bers  very  incondderable  in  compa¬ 
nion  with  the  force  under  my 
command,  1  confidered  it  my  duty, 
and  an  incumbent  act  of  humanity, 
to  addrefs  the  Dutch  officer  in  com¬ 
mand,  and  confequently  forwarded 
the  letter  to  him,  of  which  the 
inclofure  No.  III.  is  a  copy,  by 
lieutenant  Coffin,  of  the  Monarch, 
with  a  flag  of  truce  ;  to  this  I  re¬ 
ceived  a  verbal  return,  that  a  pofi- 
tive  reply  fliould  be  lent  in  the 
morning  at  day-break.  I  was  fear¬ 
ful  that  the  enemy  might  attempt 
to  injure  the  fhips,  and  therefore 
ordered  lieutenant  Coffin  to  return 
immediately  with  my  letter  No.  IV. 
to  which  he  brought  back  the  reply 
No.  V. 

On  the  17th,  at  nine  in  the 
morning,  a  Dutch  officer  came  on 
board  with  a  flag,  and  prefented 
propofals  of  terms  for  capitulation, 
which  you  will  obferve  in  the  cor- 
refpondence,  with  my  remarks  and  , 
definitive  letter:  and  at  five  P.  M. 
the  terms  contained  in  the  inclofed 
copy  were  ultimately  agreed  upon, 
but  it  was  impodible  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  the  fhips  until  the  18th, 
on  account  of  the  ftormy  weather. 

It  affords  me  the  higheft  fatis- 
fadion,  therefore,  to  communicate 
to  my  lords  commiffioners  of  the 
admiralty,  that  a  fquadron  of  fhips 
belonging  to  the  United  States, 
under  the  command  of  his  ex¬ 
cellency  rear-admiral  Engelbertus 
Lucas,  has  furrendered  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  force  under  my  command,  con¬ 
fiding  of  three  blips  of  the  line, 

two 
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two  fine  frigates,  two  of  28  guns, 
and  a  floop  of  18  guns,  all  com¬ 
pletely  coppered,  ftored,  and  victu¬ 
alled,  together  with  a  large  ladened 
flore-fliip,  the  names  of  which  are 
defcribed  111  the  inclofure  No.  VI. 
and  the  Britifh  fliips,  to  whom 
they  are  prizes,  in  the  inclofure 
No.  VII. 

The  confequent  joy  of  this  for¬ 
tunate  event  is  much  augmented 
from  the  confolatory  reflection  on 
its  accomplifliment  without  effu- 
lion  of  human  blood,  or  injury  to  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  enemy’s  or  Britifh  fliips, 
not  a  Angle  fhot  having  been  fired. 

I  mutt,  however,  beg  leave  to 
obferve,  that  any  refinance  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  could  only  have, 
occafioned  the  wanton  facriflce  of 
a  few  lives;  and  I  doubt  not,  that, 
had  their  numbers  been  adequate 
to  the  contention,  their  conduct 
1  would  have  confirmed  the  acknow¬ 
ledged  merit  at  all  tunes  recorded 
of  the  martial  fpirit  of  fubjeets  of 
the  United  States;  and  1  can  with 
fnnilar  confidence  allure  you,  that 
the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command,  would  have  exhibited  a 
conduct  equally  creditable  to  tliem- 
felves. 

The  repeated  advices  communi¬ 
cated  in  your  letters,  refpeCting  the 
enemy’s  forces  deftined  to  this 
quarter,  agreed  fo  correCtly  with 
the  intelligence  I  obtained  by  other 
means,  that  I  have  long  been  ex¬ 
pecting  their  arrival,  and  was 
thereby  enabled  to  be  perfectly 
prepared  to  receive  them,  and  con- 
ftailtly  to  keep- a  vigilant  look-out. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  efteem,  fir, 

Your  molt  obedient, 
Humble  fervant, 

G.  K.  Elpiiin STONE. 
Evan  Nepean,  efq. 


No.  III. — To  his  excellency  the 
admiral,  or  the  officer  command¬ 
ing  ti  e  fliips  of  the  United 
States,-  now  lying  in  Saldanha 
‘  Bay. 

Sir, 

It  is  unnecefiary  for  me  to  detail 
the  force  I  have  the  honour  to  com¬ 
mand,  became  it  is  in  your  view, 
and  fpeaks  for  itfelf;  but  it  is  for 
you  to  confider  the  efficacy  of  a  re- 
lil'tance  with  the  force  under  your 
command. 

Humanity  is  an  incumbent  duty 
on  all  men  ;  therefore,  to  fpare  an 
effufion  of  human  blood,  I  requeft 
a  l'urrender  of  the  fliips  under  your 
command,  otherwife  it  will  be  my. 
duty  to  embrace  the  earlieft  mo¬ 
ment  of  making  a  ferious  attack 
on  them,  the  iffue  of  which  is  not 
difficult  for  you  to  guefs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  G.  K.  Elphin stone. 
His  majejlys  Jhip  Monarch ,  Sal- 
dan  ha  Bap,  Aug.  id,  1796. 

No.  IV. — To  his  excellency  the 
rear-admiral,  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Dutch  fhips  lying  in  Sal* 
d anh a  Bay. 

Sir, 

I  am  this  inftant  honoured  with 
your  verbal  anfwer  to  my  letter  of 
this  date,  and  delivered  to  me  by 
lieutenant  Coffin,  of  the  monarch. 
If  I  underhand  him  right,  it  is, 
that  a  flag  of  truce  fubfifts  between 
your  excellency,  on  the  part  of  the 
States  General,  and  myielf,  on  be¬ 
half  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  and 
as  was  demonflrated  by  my  difplay- 
ing  a  flag  of  truce  before  I  dif- 
patched  the  iiifl  letter  delivered 
to  you  by  lieutenant  Coffin,  and 
which  truce  is  to  continue  until 
*  II 4  ,  may- 
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day-light  in  the  morning.  It  is, 
therefore,  my  duty  to  require  a  po- 
fitive  affurance,  that  no  damage 
lhall  be  done  to  any  of  the  fhips  or 
vellels  of  war,  public  ilores,  or  ef¬ 
fects,  that  may  be  placed  under  your 
command,  other  wife  I  thali  not  con- 
lider  myfelf  in  duty  bound  to  reftrain 
an  immediate  attack,  or  to  treat 
fuch  prifoners  as  may  fall  into  my 
hands  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  my 
general  inclinations  or  his  majefty’s 
orders  in  fimilar  cafes. 

> 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  K.  Elpiiinstone. 

Uismajefys  Jhip  Monarch ,  Sal- 
danhaBuy ,  Aug.  16,  1796. 

\ . 

No.  V. — To  his  excellency  admiral 
G.  K.  Elphinftone,  commander 
in  chief  of  his  Britannic  majefty’s 
fquadron. 

"Excellency, 

The  two  letters  delivered  to  me 
by  your  officer,  from  want  of  an 
interpreter,  have  taken  a  long  time 
to  translate. 

Your  excellency  may  reft  allured 
of  receiving  a  pofitive  aniwer  to¬ 
morrow  morning,  and  that  during 
this  time  no  damage  whatever 
lhail  be  done  to  the  veffels  of  my 
fquadron,  which  I  promife  you  up¬ 
on  my  honour. 

This  time  is  neceuary  to  call  to 
my  aid  the  captains  of  the  frigates 
detached  at  the  bottom  of  the  Bay, 
in  order  to  hold  a  council  of  war, 
whom  I  am  obliged  to  alfemble  on 
account  of  refponfibiiity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 
(Signed)  Engflbertus  Lucas. 
€)«  board  the  Dortrechtf 
Aug .  16,  1796. 


To  his  excellency  vice-admiral  fir 
G.  K.  Elphinftone,  &c.&c.  See. 

Excellency, 

Agreeable  to  my  promife,  I  fend 
you  a  copy  of  terms  of  capitulation, 
which  I  doubt  not  you  will  grant. 
In  this  hope  I  am 

Your  excellency’s  obedient 
l'ervant, 

(Signed)  Engelbertus  Lucas. 
Dortrecht ,  at  anchor  in  Sal- 
danha  Bayy  Aug.  17, 

1796,  fecond  year  of  the 
Batavian  republican  li¬ 
berty , 

Articles  of  capitulation  agreed  upon 
in  Saldanha  Bay ,  this  17 th  of 
Avgujl,  1796,  between  his  excel¬ 
lency  rear-admiral  Engelbertus 
Lucas ,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
fquadron  of  the  United  States  now 
lying  in  Saldanha  Bay ,  and  the 
hon.  fir  George  Keith  ElphirJloney 
benight  of  the  moji  honourable  and 
military  order  of  the  Bath ,  vice- 
admiral  or  the  blue ,  and  command¬ 
er  in  chief  of  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
yfly  s  flips  and  vefds  in  the  In¬ 
dian  JeaSy  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope ,  and  of  thofe  now  lying  in 
Saldanha  Bay. 

Art.  I.  Rear-admiral  Lucas  will 
deliver  up  to  vice-admiral  Elphin- 
itone  the  fquadron  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  upon  the  conditions  of  the 
capitulation  underwritten. 

Anf.  The  vice-admiral  is  a&uated 
by  principles  of  humanity  to  prevent 
the  effufion  of  human  blood,  and 
confiders  the  furrender  of  the  Dutch 
fquadron  as  a  matter  of  necelfity 
and  not  of  choice. 

IJ.  The  Britifli  admiral  fhall  ap¬ 
point  two  fhips  as  cartels,  the  fri¬ 
gate*- 
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gates  the  Braave  and  Sirene,  in 
which  the  rear-admiral,  his  officers 
and  niidffiipmen,  and  blip's  crew, 
ffiall  be  permitted  to  proceed,  with¬ 
out  hindrance,  to  Holland,  and  tlie 
officers  ffi  tll  keep  their  fide  arms. 

Anf.  Inadmiffible,  by  real’on  that 
the  cartel  Ihips  lent  trom  Toulon 
and  various  other  places,  binder  li- 
milar  circumftances,  have  been  de¬ 
tained,  and  their  crews  lmprifoned, 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  tiiage  of 
war,  and  the  general  good  faith  of 
nations;  but  officers  becoming  pri- 
l'oners  ffiall  be  allowed  to  keep  and 
wear  their  fwords  and  fide  arms, 
fo  long  as  they  behave  with  be¬ 
coming  propriety,  and  ffiall  be  treat¬ 
ed  with  the  rei'pedt  due  to  their 
rank. 

III.  The  Dutch  admiral,  his 
officers  and  crew,  ffiall  retain  their 
private  property  without  being 
le  arched,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
crew  who  cannot  be  received  on 

i 

board  the  frigates  are  to  be  lent  to 

o 

Holland  in  fueh  manner  as  the  Bi  i- 
tiffi  admiral  ffiall  judge  proper. 

Anf.  Private  property  of  every 
denomination  will  be  fecured  to 
the  proprietors  to  the  fulled  extent, 
in  conlequence  of  Britiffi  adis  of 
parliament  and  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty’s  politive  orders,  as  well  as 
from  the  general  known  difpofition 
of  Britiffi  officers,  to  treat  with  the 
utmoft  liberality  thofe  who  become 
their  prifoners. 

IV.  They  ffiall  be  provided  with 
ffich  quantities  ot  provifions  as  may 
be  neceflary  for  thole  who  embark 
on  board  the  two  frigates,  and  to 
be  fo  provided  from  the  Dutch 
Ihips. 

Anf.  Anfwered  by  ftxth  article. 

V.  Thefe  cartel  Ihips,  on  their 
arrival  in  Holland,  ffiall  be  fent  to 
England,  and  there  delivered  to  his 
Britannic  majeltv.  \ 


Anf.  .Already  anfwered  by  the  fe- 
coird  article. 

VI.  The  crew  ffiall  be  permitted 
to  go  on  ffiore  for  refreffi  merit  after 
their  long  voyage. 

Anf.  This  mud  depend  upon 
the  major-general  commanding  the 
troops  on  ffiore,  but  the  command¬ 
er  in  chief  will  ufe  his  utmod  ex¬ 
ertions  to  render  the  fituation  of 
every  individual  as  comfortable  as 
poffible,  as  to  victualling,  lodging, 
and  every  accommodation,  either 
on  board  or  on  ffiore,  as  can  be 
procured  or  realonably  expected; 
and  he  will  difpofe  of  fuch  as  be¬ 
come  prifoners  as  fimilarly  to  their 
inclinations  as  his  duty  to  his  fo- 
vereign  and  the  intereds  of  his 
country  will  admit. 

The  fick  lhall  be  received  into  his 
majedy’s  hofpitals,  and  taken  care 
of  equally  with  the  Britiffi  fick. 

It  is  furthermore  the  command¬ 
er  in  chief’s  duty  and  inclination 
to  fend  luch  to  Europe  as  become 
prifoners,  by  the  mod  fpeedy  and 
convenient  conveyances. 

VII.  The  national  flags  of  Bata¬ 
via  ffiall  continue  to  be  difplayed 
on  the  Dutch  Ihips  fo  long  as  their 
crews  remain  on  board. 

Anf.  The  Batavian  colours  mud 
be  druck  as  foon  as  the  ffiips  are 
taken  pofleffion  of  by  his  Britannic 
majedy’s  officers. 

(L.S.)  G.  K.  Elpiiinstone. 

Engelbertus  Lucas. 
John  Jackson,  fee  re  tar  y  to  the 
Britifh  commander  in  chief. 
Clemens  Benedictus,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Dutch  l’quadron. 

To  his  excellency  rear-admiral  En¬ 
gelbertus  Lucas,  commander  in 
chief  of  the  fquadron  of  the 
United  States,  now  lying  in  Sal- 
danha  Bay. 


Sir, 
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I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive 
your  letter,  with  the  propofals  of 
capitulation,  and  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  inclofe  you  my  letters 
and  anfvvers  thereunto,  which  I 
hope  will  be  acceptable.  1  have 
mentioned  to  captain  Clarifie  my 
inclination  to  accommodate  your 
excellency,  and  the  other  officers 
inclined  to  return  to  Europe  upon 
their  parole,  with  the  .Maria  fiore- 
fliip,  or  in  Britifli  veflels,  of  which 
there  are  many  at  the  Cape;  but 
any  of  the  public  armed  drips  I  dare 
not  prefume  to  permit  to  depart. 

Your  excellency  may  reft  allured 
of  every  good  office  within  my  reach. 
Should  the  inc'lol'e d  articles  not  meet 
with  your  approbation,  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  order  the  flag  of  truce  to 
he  hauled  down,  as  a  fignal  that 
,  either  party  may  commence  hofti- 
lities. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  refpebt,  hr. 

Your  moll  obedient, 
Ilumble  fervant, 

G.  K.  Earn  in  stone. 

II h  Britannic  majcjtys  Jhip 
Monarch ,  Saldanha  Bay> 

Aug-  17,  1796. 

/ 

No.  VI. —  A  lift  of  (hips  lately  be¬ 
longing  to  the  United  States,  un- 
der  the  command  of  his  excel¬ 
lency  rear-admiral  Engelbertus 
Lucas,  which  furrendered  on  the 
27  th  of  Auguft,  1796,  to  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  fquadron  of  his 
majefty’s  (hips  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  lion,  fir  George 
Keith  Elphmftone,  K.  B.  in  Sal¬ 
danha  Bay. 

Dortrecht,  rear-admiral  Lucas, 
6G  guns,  370  men. 

Revolution,  captain  Rhnebende, 
f  6  guns,  400  men. 


Admiral  Tromp,  captain  Valken- 
burg,  54  guns,  280  men. 

Caftor,  captain  Clarifie,  44  guns, 
240  mep. 

Braave,  Captain  Zoetmans,  40 
guns,  234  men. 

Bellona,  captain  Valk,  28  guns, 
130  men. 

Sirene,  captain  De  Cerf,  26  guns, 
130  men.  y 

Havik,  captain Bezemer,  18  guns, 
76  men. 

Maria  (ftorefhip), - ,  112  men. 

— Total,  341  guns,  and  1972  men. 

N.  B..  Many  of  the  guns  are 
brafs,  befides  which  they  are  well 
furnifhed  with  caronriades. 

They  have  four  field  pieces  of 
land  artillery  on  board.  The  troops 
are  under  the  command  of  the  rear- 
admiral ;  lieutenant-colonel  Henri 
is  adjutant-general,  and  monfieur 
Grandecourt,  commandant  of  ar¬ 
tillery. 

G.  K.  ElPIIIN  STONE. 
Monarch ,  Saldanha  Bay , 

1  Aug.  19,1796. 

No.  VII. — A  lift  of  his  majefty’s 
(hips  of  the  detachment  of  the 
fquadron  under  the  command  of 
the  lion,  fir  George  Keith  El- 
phinftone,  K.  B.  to  which  the 
Dutch  fquadron,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  excellency  Engel¬ 
bertus  Lucas,  iurrendered  on  the 
17th  of  Auguft,  1796,  in  Sal¬ 
danha  Bay. 

Monarch,  74  guns,  612  men, 
vice-admiral  the  bon.  fir  George 
Keith  Elphinltone,  K.  B.  captain 
John  Elphinitone. 

Tremendous,  74  guns,  590  men, 
rear-admiral  Thomas  Pringle,  cap¬ 
tain  John  Aylmer. 

America,  64  guns,  491  men, 
commodore  John  Blanket. 

Stately, 
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Stately,  64  guns,  491  men, 
tain  Billy  Douglas. 

Ruby,  64  guns,  491  men,  cap¬ 
tain  Jacob  Waller. 

Sceptre,  64  guns,  491  men,  cap¬ 
tain  W.  Ellington. 

Trident,  64  guns,  492  men,  cap¬ 
tain  E.  O.  Ofborne. 

Jupiter,  50  guns,  343  men,  cap¬ 
tain  George  Loffack. 

Creicent,  36  guns,  264  men,  cap¬ 
tain  Edward  Buller. 

Sphynx,  24  guns,  155  men,  cap¬ 
tain  Andrew  Tod. 

Mofelle,  16  guns,  121  men,  cap¬ 
tain  Charles  Brifbane. 

Rattlefnake,  16  guns,  121  men, 
captain  Edward  Rarnage. 

Echo,  16  guns,  \2i  men,  captain 
John  Turner. 

Hope,  Hoop,  captain  Thomas 
Alexander. 

Monarch ,  Saldanha  Bay, 

Jug.  19,  1796. 


London  Gazette,  Nov.  29,  1796. 

Parliament -Jlreet,  Nov.  29. 
A  Difpatch  from  the  governor  and 
council  of  Madras,  dated  Fort 
St.  George,  June  22,  1796,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
has  been  received  by  the  court 
of  directors  of  the  Ealt  India 
Company,  and  by  them  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  right  non.  Henry 
Dundas,  one  of  his  majefty’s 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate. 

Honorable  Sirs, 

WE  have  particular  fatisfaCtion 
in  offering  to  you  our  fmcere  con¬ 
gratulations  on  the  complete  fuc- 
cefs  which  has  attended  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  rear-admiral  Rainier  in  the 
saltern  feas ;  and  judging  that  an 
sarly  communication  of  this  event 
^ight  be  of  material  ufe  to  his  ma¬ 
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jelly’s  minifters,  we  have  deter¬ 
mined  to  forward  this  letter  by  the 
route  of  Buffo  rah. 

it  appears  by  the  rear-admirals 
difpatches,  dated  the  27th  of  March 
and  1  ith  of  April  laft,  and  which 
reached  us  on  the  18th  inftant,  by 
the  Orpheus  frigate,  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops  were  in  po fie! lion  of 'the 
illands  of  Amboy  11a  and  Banda, 
with  their  feveral  dependencies, 
comprifrng,  as  it  was  thought,  the 
whole  of  the  Dutch  illands,  except¬ 
ing  Ternate,  yielding  cloves,  nut¬ 
megs,  and  mace.  This  acquifition. 
has  been  attained  without  the  frnall- 
eff  lots  on  our  lide. 

Amboyna  and  its  dependencies 
were  delivered  up  on  the  idth  of 
February,  and  Banda  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies  on  the  8th  of  March. 
Copies  qJ  the  capitulations  are  in- 
cloled.  1 

The  admiral  fpeaks  in  the  hand- 
fomeft  manner  of  the  activity  and 
alacrity  with  which  every  duty 
was  performed  by  the  forces'  under 
his  command,  both  naval  and  mi¬ 
litary  ;  and  dwells  particularly  on 
the  perfect  harmony  which  all  along 
fu blitted  between  the  officers  and 
men  in  both  fervices.  It  behoves  us 
on  this  occallon  to  convey  to  you 
the  high  fenle  we  entertain  of  the 
able  and  fpnited  conduct  difplayed 
by  rear-admiral  Rainier,  whofe 
hearty  co-operation  with  us  in  every 
meafure  conducive  to  the  public 
weal,  demands  our  warmeft  acknow¬ 
ledgements  ;  and  whilft  we  feel  af¬ 
fined  of  your  entire  approbation  of 
all  the  means  employed  by  this  go¬ 
vernment,  to  give  effect  to  the  ar¬ 
rangements  framed  by  his  majefty’s 
minifters  for  fecuring  the  Dutch 
fettlements  in  India,  it  is,  never- 
thelefs,  incumbent  upon  us  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  accomplifhment  of 
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this  great  object  has  been  chiefly  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  zealous  and  cheerful 
fupport  which  we  have  had  the 
good  fortune  to  experience  from  tlie 
officer  entrufted  with  the  execution 
of  it. 

We  lhaTl  do  ourfelves  the  honour 
of  tranfmitting,  by  the  firft  fea  con¬ 
veyance,  copies  of  all  the  papers- re¬ 
ceived  from  the  admiral,  which 
will  enable  you  to  form  an  accurate 
opinion  of  the  value  of  thofe  iflands. 
At  prefent  we  can  only  give  you  a 
ftrmmary  of  his  proceedings. 

The  admiral  found  in  the  treafury 
at  Amboyna,  81,112  rix  dollars, 
and  in  itore  515,940  pounds  weight 
of  cloves;  in  the  treal'ure  at  Banda 
66,675  rix  dollars,  and  in  ftore 
84,777  pounds  of  nutmegs,  and 
19,587  pounds  of  mace,  betides 
merchandize  and  other  ltores  at 
each  place,  upon  which  no  value 
had  been  then  put. 

We  are  preparing  to  fend  a  rein¬ 
forcement  of  troops  for  the  better 
prote&ion  of  thofe  valuable  iflands  ; 
and,  as  the  admiral  has  advifed  us 
that  he  is  Ihort  of  ■  pvovifions,  and 
in  want  of  a  fupply  of  naval  and 
military  ftores,  it  is  our  inSention 
to  forward  an  adequate  ftock  of 
every  neceffary  article.. 

We  have  great  pleafore  in  ac¬ 
quainting  you,  that  the  company's 
pofteftinns  on  this  coal’t  are  in  a 
ftate  of  perfect  tranquillity:  and 
that  we  have  no  reafon  to  believe 
that  any  deligns  are  in  agitation  by 
the  native  powers  hoftile  to  your 
inter  efts. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Hon  art. 

A  lured  Clarke. 

Edw.  Saunders. 

G.  W.  Fa LLOFIELD. 


Capitulation  of  Amboyna ,  tranflatca 
from  the  original  Dutch,  1'cb.  16 
1796. 

Not  finding  ourfelves  equal  to: 
withftand  the  great  force  with  which 
we  have  been  furprifed,  we  the 
underftgned  governor  and  council  dc. 
hereby  give  up  this  fettlement,  with 
all  its  dependencies,  and  place  the 
fame  under  the  protection  of  his 
Britannic  majefty,  upon  the  condi¬ 
tions  mentioned  to  us  in  the  letter 
of  the  right  lion,  the  governor  of 
Madras;  and  that  is,  upon  condi-j 
tion  that  we  keep  all  our  private 
property,  and  be  allowed  a  reason¬ 
able  fubliftence;  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  be  guaranteed  in  the  fecure 
polTeffion  of  their  private  properties; 
and  that  the  fenior  and  junior  fer- 
vants  of  the  civil  ellablifhment,  the 
clergy,  the  military,  and  marine, 
receive  their  ufual  pay. 

it  is  upon  the  above  conditions 
that  we  (hall,  to-morrow  morning, 
give  over  all  the  guards  of  the  fort 
to  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty,  after  receiving  the  ratifica-j 
tion  of  this  inftrument  by  his  excel¬ 
lency  the  commodore. 

Done  at  Amboyna,  in  the  caftlef 
of  Vi&oria,  on  the  above  date. 
(Signed)  A.  Cornabe. 

B.  Smissart. 

(Dutch  co.  feal)  T.  Ostrowski. 

Eneas  M ackaY.  I 
If  RON  FyZA  BA  L. 
Approved  of  and  acceded  to, 
(Signed)  P.  Rainier. 
(Engliih feal)  W.  C.  Lennon,  I 

fecretary. 

Capitulation  agreed  upon  between 
his  excellency  Peter  Rainier,  ef(j. 
commodore,  commanding  the  fea 
and  land  forces  of  his  Britannic 
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fnajejly  in  theft  feas ,  and  F.  Van 
Boeckholtz,  governor  of  Banda , 
See,  See, 

In  confederation  of  our  great 
want  of  provilions,  and  the  great 
force  with  which  the  Britiih  have 
appeared  before  this  fettlement, 
and  to  refill  which  would  bring  de- 
ftruction  and  deflation  on  the  harm- 
leis  'inhabitants  of  this  place,  we 
therefore  think  it  prudent,  for  the 
fake  of  humanity,  and  from  our 
confidence  in  the  honour  and  «e- 

O 

nerolity  of  the  Englifli,  to  accept 
of  the  terms  offered  to  us,  and  to 
deliver  into  their  hands  this  fort 
and  fettlement,  with  all  its  depen¬ 
dencies,  upon  the  following  condi¬ 
tions,  viz. 

That  private  property  be  kept 
fecure  to  every  individual  of  this 
fettlement,  whether  in  or  out  of  the 
company’s  lervice;  that  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  company,  civil  and 
military,  be  kept  in  their  refpeftive 
Nations,  as  far  as  may  be  thought 
necellary  for  the  adminiftration  of 
juflice ;  and  the  civil  government 
of  the  place,  the  governor  alone 
particularly  excepted,  as  the  go¬ 
vernment  rauft,  of  courfe,  be  veiled 
in  the  Englilh;  that  the  military 
continue  to  receive  their  pay,  and 
lare  not  to  be  forced  into  the  “Britiih 
Service  contrary  to  their  willies  ; 
and  the  civil  fervants  alfo  to  be 
continued  on  their  prel'ent  pay; 
and  fucli  an  allowance  made  for  the 
provilipn  of  the  governor  as  his  ex¬ 
cellency  the  commander  of  the  Bri- 
dlh  forces  may  think  adequate. 
Ihe  governor,  however,  and  any 
>ther  fervants  of  the  company, 
hall  be  permitted  to  retire  from 
•he  lervice,  either  to  Batavia  or 
“Ifevvhere,  whenever  a  convenient 
pporti-mty  (hall  offer. 

lrpon  thele  conditions  we,  the 

;  .  ,  .  -  / 


underfigned,  confent  to  deliver  up 
Fort  Nalfau,  the  fettlement  of  Ban- 
da,  and  all  its  dependencies,  to  th« 
troops  of  his  Britannic  majefty  to¬ 
morrow  morning,  upon  receiving 
a  copy  of  this  capitulation,  ratified 
and  figned  by  his  excellency  the 
Britiih  commander.  The  keys  of 
all  the  public  property,  and  all  ac¬ 
counts  properly  authenticated,  fliall 
be  immediately  delivered  over  to 
the  Britiih,  and  the  government  en¬ 
tirely  vefted  in  them. 

FortNafau,  Banda  Neira, 

March  8,  1796. 

(Signed)  T.  Van  Boeckiioltz. 

A.  Ii.  Vuege. 

(L.S.)  k>  Saigang. 

E.  Mazeel 

(L.S.)  P.  D.  Ha  an. 

M.  Wallrloo. 
Approved  and  accepted  of, 
(Signed) 

(L.S,)  P.  Rainier. 

True  copies. 

(Signed)  W.  C.  Jackson,  fee. 


Trial  of  Mr.  William  Stone ,  for 
High  Trcafon, 

THURSDAY,  Jan.  28,  came  on 
in  the  court  of  king’s  bench  the 
trial  of  Mr.  W.  Stone,  who  has 
been  under  confinement  for  two 
years,  on  a  charge  of  high  treafon. 
About  ei&htv  names  were  called 

O 

over  before  the  jury  was  formed  as 
follows ; 

W.  Sumner,  ill- 
verfmith 
J.  Larkin,  oil¬ 
man 

Peter  Taylor, 
block-maker 
W.  Weft,  brewer 
I.  Dimldale, 
coach-maker. 

Mr, 


J.  Leader,  gent. 
J.  May  hew,  efq. 
J.  Ftherington, 
teaman 

T.  Cole,  brewer 
Cha.  Mimer, 
feedfman 
Dan.  Dyfon,  efq. 
T.  Burnett,  efq. 
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Mr.  Barlow  read  the  indictment, 
which  confifted  of  two  counts,  in¬ 
cluding  fourteen  overt  acts  of  trea- 
fon :  charging  the\prifoner  with 
traitor oully  comfpiring,  with  his 
brother  John  Hurford  Stone,  (then 
in  France,)  to  deltroy  the  hie  ot  the 
king,  and  to  raife  rebellion  in  his 
realms;  with  holding  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  perfons  in  power 
in  France,  and  collecting  the  fenfe 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  in  or¬ 
der  to  afcertain  whether  an  invahon 
might  be  fuccefsfully  attempted, 
and  with  fending  fuch  information 
to  the  enemy.  He  was  further 
charged  with  traitoroufly  corre- 
fponding  with  the  rev.  Mr.  Jack- 
ion,  (fome  time  fince  capitally  con¬ 
victed  of  high  treafon,  who  died  be¬ 
fore  the  day  of  execution,)  in  learn¬ 
ing  the  probable  fuceefs  of  invading 
Ireland ;  and  with  having  lent  in¬ 
telligence  and  various  ufeful  articles 
to  the  enemy. 

The  attorney  general  then  hated 
the  circumftances  of  the  caie  at  full 
length  ;  the  leading  features  of  which 
appeared  to  be,  that  Stone  bad  a 
brother,  J.  II.  Stone,  fettled  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  who  confidered  himfelf,  in  faCfc, 
as  a  Frenchman  ;  which  appealed 
particularly  from  one  ot  his  letters, 
in  which  he  laid  We  have  declared 
war  againft  you.  Holland  will  foon 
be  in  our  poffeftion,  and  England 
will  afterwards  follow.”  With  this 
brother,  by  means  of  Jaekfon  lately 
convided  of  high  treafon  in  Ireland, 
Stone  kept  up  a  correfpondence,  and 
gave  him  all  the  information  he 
could  procure,  to  be  communicated 
to  the  French  government,  as  to 
the  probability  of  fuccefs  which 
might  attend  an  invafion  of  England 
by  France.  In  the  courte  of  this 
inquiry  it  appeared  that  Stone  had 
communications  with  Mr.  Sheridan, 
lord  Lauderdale,  William  Smith, 

5 


GISTER,  1796. 

efq.  M.  P.  and  others  ;  and  that, 
from  the  information  he  obtained 
he  became  latisfied  that  from  the 
general  loyalty  of  the  people  here 
an  invafion  was  by  no  means  likely 
to  lucceed.  But  that  in  Irelanc 
fuccefs  was  more  probable.  Jack 
fon  was  accordingly  lent  there,  anc 
fupplied  with  money  by  Stone  to  ob  • 
tain  fuch  intelligence,  and  to  lay] 
fuch  plans  as  might  bend  to  affif.j 
the  views  of  the  French.  It  appearei 
that'  Stone  communicated  to  hi; 
brother  the  little  prolped  of  thi 
fuccefs  of  an  invafion  here,  in  orde 
to  diffuade  thofe  exercifmg  the  pow 
ers  of  government  in  France  fron 
undertaking  a  fcheme  likely  to  be  fd 
fatal  to  their  interel’ts. 

The  attorney  general  alluded  t 
feveral  letters  between  the  prifonej 
under  the  fiditious  name  of  Enol 
(Stone  reverfed),  his  brother,  Jack! 
fon  (in  the  name  of  Popkins 
Horne  Tooke,  and  others  ;  all  tend 
ing  to  (hew  the  criminality  of  tb  1 
pri.foner :  concluding  a  very  abF 
and  argumentative  fpeech  by  of 
ferving,  that  the  councel  for  thl 
prifoner  might  fay;  that  he  ha 
aded  for  the  intereft  of  England 
inafmuch  as,  inftead  of  pro  mo  tin;  j 
he  had  prevented  an  invafion  !  Bi’ 
how  could  that  be  faid?  for  if  1 
knew  of  an  intention  of  invafioi 
and  had  not  communicated  h 
knowledge  to  thofe  1110ft  bound  an 

O  3 1 

1110ft  competent  to  c.ounterad  it,  1 
prevented  his  country  from  gainir ; 
a  decilive  advantage,  by  the  lo 
that  would  accrue  to  the  enenj 
from  their  failure ;  and  by  for 
warning  them,  he  proved  hiniftl 
equally  their  friend,  and  the  enen 
of  England  :  if  lie  had  been  for  En 
land,  the  way  was  very  lhort ;  b 
his  eotidud  clearly  (hewed  he  hi 
been  for  France.  It  therefore  r 
mained  with  the  defendant  to  mal 
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bis  innocence  appear.  His  property, 
his  honour,  and  his  life,  depended 
now  on  his  conviction  or  his  acquit¬ 
tal.  The  jury  were  invefted  with  a 
very  folenin  and  very  important 
duty.  They  were  called  upon  to 
grant  equal  juftice  to  the  defendant 
and  to  fociety.  As  they  muft  guard 
themfelves  againll  any  impretfions 
which  the  mifreprefentations  of  the 
profecutors  might  make  upon  their 
minds,  fo  mutt  they  have  an  equal 
guard  againft  any  falfe  impretiions 
made  by  the  counfel  for  the  defen¬ 
dant.  lu  the  deliverance  they  were 
to  make,  if  the  evidence  was  incon- 
cluhve,  they  would  readily  acquit 
him;  but  if  the  proofs  were  fatis- 
factory,  the  country  called  for  his 
con-vidion. 

William  Smith,  efq.  M.  P.  Mr. 
Sheridan,  and  lord  Lauderdale,  were 
called  as  witneUes  to  relate  fome 
converfations  they  had  with  Stone 
on  the  fubjedl  of  the  Hate  of  this 
country;  the  general  refult  of  which 
appeared  to  be,  that  they  confidered 
him  as  a  weak  enthufiaft,  who  was 
delirous  of  bringing  about  a  peace, 
for  the  fake  of  favouring  what  lie 
confidered  principles  of  freedom. 

Having  proved  the  confpiracy 
between  Jackfon  and  Stone,  feveral 
letters  of  the  former  were  produced, 
particularly  one  which  pointed  out 
the  particular  parts  of  Ireland  moll 
favourable  to  an  invafion  by  the 
French;  and  Mr.  Cockayne,  the 
evidence  againft  Jackfon  in  Ireland, 
was  called,  and  ftated  the  whole  of 
his  connection  with  Jackfon,  nearly 
the  fame  as  lie  did  on  that  trial. 

At  half  paft  ten  the  court,  with 
content  of  counfel,  adjourned  to 
nine  o'clock  the  next  day.  And  at 
nine  on  Friday  morning  the  court 
proceeded  on  the  trial. 

The  firft  evidence  produced  was 


a  parcel  of  letters  from  the  prifoner 
to  Mr.  Pitt;  in  which  Stone  pre¬ 
tended  to  make  fome  difcoveries,  as 
to  the  defigns  of  the  French,  by 
garbled  extracts  from  his  brother’s 
letters,  which  were  themfelves  pro¬ 
duced  to  lliew  the  unfairnefs  of  the 
pnl’oner’s  conduct  in  this  particular. 
A  letter  from  Mr.  Pitt  was  read, 
exprefting  his  doubts  as  to  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  the  prisoner's  infor¬ 
mation. 

The  counfel  for  the  crown  then 
proved  the  correfpondenee  between 
the  prifoner  and  Jackfon  in  Ireland; 
which  being  read,  doled  the  evi¬ 
dence  for  the  profecution. 

Mr.  ferjeant  Adair  then  rofe  to 
open  the  evidence  for  the  prifoner, 
and  to  obferve  on  that  for  the  pro- 
fecution.  The  former  conlifted  only 
of  evidence  to  character — on  the 
latter  the  learned  ferjeant  entered 
into  a  long  and  accurate  difculfion, 
in  a  very  elaborate,  feeling,  and  in-* 
terefting  manner.  He  began  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  jury  were,  called 
upon  to  difcharge  a  moil  important, 
facred,  and  awful  duty.  They  were 
entrufted,  on  the  one  hand,  with  the 
vindication  of  the  laws  of  their 
country,  and  the  fafety  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  of  which  they  them  fe  Ives 
formed  a  part ;  while  the  fortune, 
the  character,  and  the  life  of  a  fei- 
low-fubjedl,  were  committed  to  their 
deliberation  on  the  other.  The 
dearelt  interefls  of  the  unfortunate 
man  at  the  bar  were  in  their  hands* 
He  muft  call  him  unfortunate,  for 
whether  guilty  or  innocent  of  the 
crime  with  which  he  was  charged, 
no  man  in  his  tituation,  having  tub- 
nutted  to  the  fufferings  to  which  he 
had  been  fubjeti,  let  the  innocence 
of  his  heart  be  as  pure  as  it  might, 
could  be  called  fortunate.  The  ver¬ 
dict  of  the  jury  might  put  his  life 
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out  of  danger,  and  reftore  to  him 
that  liberty  to  which  he  had  long 
been  a  ftranger;  but  no  verdi{>  of 
their’s  could  place  him  in  the  titua- 
tion  he  was  in  on  the  day  before  he 
was  apprehended. 

After  endeavouring  to  explain  the 
motives  which  might  probably  actu¬ 
ate  the  prifoner,as  ariling  from  vanity 
or  affectation  of  confequence,  Mr.  fer- 
jeant  Adair  proceeded  to  ftate  what 
he  confidered  as  the  outline  of  the 
fadts  of  the  cafe,  in  the  following 
dole  and  ingenious  way — “  A  perfon 
44  of  the  name  of  J addon  came  over 
44  from'  France  by  the  way  of  Hull, 
u  in  the  char  adder  of  an  American 
44  merchant,  with  letters  of  recom- 
44  mendation  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Stone, 
44  to  Mr.  W.  Stone,  the  prifoner. 
44  Mr.  Stone,  during  his  relidence  in 
44  London,  lhewed  him  fome  civili- 
44  ties,  and  advanced  him  money  on 
“  his  brother's  account. 

44  Soon  after  he  went  over  to  Ire- 
64  land,  where  he  was  tried  and 
44  convicted  of  high  treafon,  and 
44  died ;  and  during  his  relidence  in 
44  Ireland,  Mr.  Stone  furnilhed  him 

44  with  fome  ftatements  of  the  m- 

\ 

44  ternal  iituation  of  this  kingdom. 
a  The  queftion  for  the  decifion  of 
44  the  jury  then  was,  whether,  under 
44  thefe  fadls,  they  were  perfuaded 
44  from  what  Stone  know  of  jack- 
44  fon,  that  he  gave  Jaekfon  thefe 
44  ftatements  as  information  for  the 
44  enemy,  with  the  criminal  inten- 
44  tion  dated  in  the  indidhnent;  or 

44  for  the  purpofe  of  averting  an  im- 

45  pending  calamity  from  Ins  coun-' 
44  try  ?  The  facts  were  clear  as  fun- 
“  ftiine,  and  this  was  the  only  quef- 
“*tion  that  arofe  upon  them,  lie 
44  called  upon  them,  therefore, to  con- 
44  fider,  whether  there  was  fufficient 
44  evidence  of  an  overt  aCt  of  trea- 
44  fon,  and  if  there  was,  it  was  not 
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44  the  encouraging  of  an  invafion, 
44  but  the  prevention  of  that  event, 
44  from  whiph  fo  much  evil  would 
44  have  been  confequent.  Jacklon 
44  was  convicted  for  high  treafon,  in 
44  perfuading  the  French  to  invade 
44  this  country;  whereas  tiie  pri- 
44  foner  was  accufed  of  high  treaion, 
44  and  the  overt  act  with  which  he 
44  was  charged  was  preventing  an 
44  invafion.  But  if  the  motive  for 
*4  cuufing  an  invafion  was  criminal, 
44  how  could  the  motive  for  pre- 
44  venting  an  invafion  be  criminal 
44  alfor 

The  learned  ferjeant  then  went 
at  length  into  the  evidence  pro¬ 
duced;  and  concluded  by  calling  fe- 
veral  witneffes  to  prove  the  publi¬ 
city  with  which  -Mr.  Stone  commu¬ 
nicated  the"  correfpondence  of  his 
brother,  not  only  to  friends,  but  to 
ltrangers; — a  circumftance  totally 
incompatible  with  that  guilt  with 
which  he  was  charged.  He  alfo 
called  very  refpeclable  evidence, 
that  fo  far  from  his  harbouring 
treafon  to  the  country,  he,  on  the 
reverie,  was  loyal  to  his  king,  and 
a  firm  friend  to  the  conftitution. 
Several  perfons  were  then  called,  all 
of  whom  gave  evidence  to  the  pri- 
lVmer’s  good  chai  adder,  and  fome  to 
the  circumftance  of  the  publicity 
11  fed  relative  fco  his  correfpondence 
with  his  brother. 

Mr.  Erik  in  e  then  addreffed  the 
jury  conftder.ably  at  length  on  the 
whole  of  the  cafe;  as  did  alfo  the. 
folicitor-general  in  reply,  on  behalf 
of  the  crown;  but  our  limits  will 
not  allow  us  to  lay  them  before  our 
readers. 

Lord  Kenyon  fummed  lip  the  evi¬ 
dence.  He  was  for  tempering  juf- 
tice  with  mercy;  but  this  maxim 
could  not  fanfhon  the  court  in  fuf- 
feruig  a  criminal  to  efcape,  if  it 

were 
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were  proved  that  he  had  grofsly  of¬ 
fended  the  law.  He  refted  wholly 
od  the  fecund  count,  which  dated 
an.  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  the 
crown.  He  quoted  the  opinion  of 
the  late  lord  Mansfield,  that  letters 
fent  to  a  power  at  war,  intruding 
them  how  to  lhape  their  efforts,  came 
under  this  branch  of  the  fiatutes, 
and  are  an  overt  a<5t  of  high  treafon. 
His  lordlhip  read  to  the  jury  what 
he  called  the  two  emphatically  im¬ 
portant  papers;  the  letters  of  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Vaughan.  There 
was  no  criminality,  he  admitted,  in 
either  of  thofe  letters;  the  only 
guilt  was  in  tranfmitting  them  to 
the  enemy.  His  lordlhip  went  over 
the  whole  with  remarks,  and  con¬ 
cluded  a  ftrong  and  warm  charge, 
by  putting  thofe  papers  into  the 
hands  of  the  jury,  leaving  it  to  them 
to  judge  of  the  intention  of  the  pri- 
foner  from  the  overt  ads. 

Mr.  juftice  Lawrence  remarked, 
it  was  for  the  confideration  of  the 
jury,  whether  the  information  fent 
through  Jackfon  to  France,  had  for 
its  objed  a  defign  of  ferving  the 
French,  or  averting  an  invafion. 

About  eight  o’clock  the  jury  took 
fome  refrefimient,  and  then  retired 
td  confider  of  their  verdid. 

The  judges,  except  Mr.  juftice 
Aftihurft,  who  retired,  took  fome  re- 
frelhment  on  the  bench,  where  they 
remained  till  eleven  o’clock ;  when 
the  jury  returned,  bringing  in  the 
prifoner — Not  guilty. 

The  words  were  fcarcely  pro¬ 
nounced,  when  an  inftantaneous  and 
unanimous  (hout  arofe  in  the  court, 
Svhich  was  loudly  joined  by  a  nu¬ 
merous  crowd  in  the  hall.  A  gen¬ 
tleman  named  Richard  Thomfon, 
tfas  obferved  to  have  joined  in  the 
hout,  and  was  immediately  ordered 
}y  his  lordlhip  into  the  cuftody  of 
Vol,  XXXVIII. 


Mr.  Kirby.  Mr.  Thomfon  apolo- 
gifed  to  the  court,  by  faying,  that 
his  feelings  on  the  joyful  occafion 
were  luch,  that  if  lie  had  not  given 
utterance  to  the  joy  which  arofe 
within  his  breaft,  he  lhould  have 
died  on  the  fpot. 

Lord  Kenyon  replied,  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  l'upprel’s  the  emotions  of 
fuch  tumultuous  joy,  which  drew 
contempt  on  the  dignity  of  the 
court.  His  lordlhip  ordered  that  he 
Ihould  pay  a  fine  of  20I.  for  his  mif- 
condudt,  and  remain  in  cuftody  till 
payment. 

Mr.  Thomfon  tendered  his  check 
for  the  fum,  but  this  was  refufed, 
and  he  was  taken  into  cuftody. 

The  crowd  without  caught  the 
fpirit  of  thofe  within;  and  the  hall, 
as  the  judges  retired,  was  filled  with 
acclamations  of  joy. 


Trial  of  Kyd  Wake,  Feb.  20. 

Sittings  before  Lord  Kenyon  and  a 
Special  Jury. 

THE  KING  V.  KYD  WAKE. 

THE  indi&ment  charged,  that  on 
the  29th  of  October  laft,  as  the 
king  went  in  the  ftate  coach  to  the 
houle  of  peers,  to  meet  his  parlia¬ 
ment,  Kyd  Wake  and  a  number  of 
other  diforderly  perfons  made  a 
great  noife  by  ftiouting,  hiding, 
hooting,  and  groaning,  and  ufing 
indecent  geftures  about  the  king's 
coach,  in  contempt  of  his  majefty, 
and  called  out,  “  No  war!  Down 
“  with  him!  Down  with  George! 

“  &zc.” 

There  was  another  count,  charg¬ 
ing  the  fame  trelpafs,  riot,  and  mil- 
demeanor,  as  his  majefty  returned 
from  tiie  houfe  to  St.  James’s. 

*  I  Mr., 
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Mr.  Attorney  General. — “  Gen- 
“  0emen  of  the  jury,  unlefs  I  am 
44  extremely  rriifinftruCfed  in  this 
44  bufinefs,  it  cannot  be'  neceffary 

that  I  Ihould  requeft  at  prefent, 

44  nor  indeed  in  any  future  ft  age  of 
44  this  bufinefs,  any  confiderable 
t  {  portion  of  your  time  or  attention. 

44  The  circumftances  of  this  cafe 
44  are  pretty  much  detailed  in  the 
44  indictment,  the  iubftance  of  which 
44  has  been  already  ftated,  and  will 
44  be  more  particularly  related  by 
44  the  witneffes  who  will  be  called. 

44  The  extremely  indecent  and  cri- 
44  minal  outrages  which  took  place 
44  on  his  majefty’s  palling  to  the 
44  houfe  of  peers  on  the  firft  day  ot 
44  the  feffiqp,  and  on  his  return  from 
44  the  houfe  to  St.  James’s,  is  the 
44  fubiect  to  which  you  are  to  di- 
44  reef  your  attention.  If  I  am  not 
44  much  milinftructed,  one  of  the 
44  molt  active  perfons  on  that  occa- 
44  lion  was  the  prefent  defendant. 

44  Gentlefnen,  if  the  cafe  Ihould 
44  he  proved  as  the  indictment  has 
4<  ftated  it,  and  as  I  ana  inltruCted 
44  now  thus  Ihortly  to  open  it,  it  will 
44  be  my  bounden  duty  to  demand, 

44  and  it  will  be  your  bounden  duty 
*4  to  give,  a  verdict  of  guilty ; — if  the 
44  charge  is  not  proved,  the  mterefts 
44  of  the  country  require  that  you 
44  Ihould  give  a  different  verdict.  But 
44  it  does  not  appear  at  prefent,  that 

the  defendant  is  in  a  lituation  to 
44  ftate  any  thing  which  can  refeue 
44  him  from  the  confequences  of  a 
44  verdiCt  of  guilty.” 

Mr.  Walford  and  Mr.  Stockdale 
were  called  on  the  part  of  the 
crown,  and  proved,  in  the  cleared 
manner,  the  charge  laid  in  the  in¬ 
dictment, 

Mr.  Erlkine,  as  counfel  for  Mr. 
Wake,  obferved,  that  it  was  very 
eafy  to  fee  it  was  impoftible  for  the 
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defendant  to  traverfe  that  evidence 
lie  certainly  did  not  wilh  to  take 
up  the  time  of  his  lordlhip  and  the 
jury.  The  defendant  was  very 

anxious  to  call  witneffes  to  his  ge¬ 
neral  character,  which,  if  his  in- 
ftruCtions  were  true,  |)ut  him  at  a 
very  great  diftance  from  the  end 
and  intention  ftated  in  that  indict¬ 
ment.  He  faid,  he  was  fenlible  that 
character  could  not  relift  politive 
faCts.  At  the  fame  time,  the 

anxiety  of  his  client  would  lead 
him  at  another  feafon  to  lay  thole 
materials  before  the  court,  when  it 
would  be  done  with  more  propriety  , 
and  advantage.  He  Ihould  be  forry 
to  put  more  weight  on  character 
than  the  rules  and  principles  of  the 
lav;  of  England  would  jultify.  At 
the  fame  time,  the  evidence  the  de¬ 
fendant  had  to  produce  was  of  ft* 
ftrong  a  nature,  and  had  made  fuch 
an  imprelfton  on  him,  that  had  it 
not  been  for  the  evidence  it  had  to 
encounter,  he  Ihould  certainly  have 
laid  it  beiore  the  jury. 

Lord  Chief  Juftice. — u  Geritle- 
44  men,  I  have  nothing  to  fum  up 
“  to  you.  The  queftion  is,  Whether  j 
44  the  law,  which  proteCfs  every 
44  fubjeCt  under  the  king’s  govern- 
4‘  ment,  is  lufficient  to  proteCt  the  t 
44  king?” — Guilty . 

Attorney  General — 44  My  lord,  I 
44  feel  it  my  duty,  in  a  cale  in  which 
44  it  now  appears,  by  the  verdiCt  oi 
44  a  jury,  that  the  fovereign  of  the 
4‘  country  has,  in  an  unparalleled  : 
44  and  criminal  manner,  been  in- 
44  fulted,  to  fubmit  to  your  lordlhip'*  j 
44  conlideration,  whether  the  defen-  j 
44  dant,  being  in  court,  mull  not  b# 
44  committed?”  ! 

Lord  Chief  Juftice— -44  He .  mult  ■ 
44  be  committed.  If  the  faCls  arc 
44  true,  this  is  a  moft  merciiul  pro- 
ie  fecution.” 

Judgment  ; 


/ 
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Judgment  was  palled  on  the  7th 
of  May.  See  Chronicle. 


The  Trial  of  Vice  Admiral  Corn- 
wallisfor  Difohedience  of  Orders , 
April  17. 

A  court-martial  was  held  on  board 
the  Orion,  in  Portfmouth  harbour, 
upon  vice-admiral  the  hon.  William 
Cornwallis. 

The  members  of  the  court  were, 
Prefident,  earl  Howe,  admiral  of  the 
fleet. 

Sir  Peter  Parker,  bart.  admiral  of 
the  white. 

Lord  Bridport,  ditto. 

G.  Vandeput,  efq.  vice-admiral  of 

the  white. 

Sir  Alan  Gardner,  bart.  ditto. 

J.  Colpoys,  efq.  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue. 

Sir  Roger  Curtis,  bart.  rear-admiral 
of  the  red. 

H.  Harvey,  efq.  ditto. 

R.  R.  Bligh,  efq.  ditto. 

C.  M.  Pole,  efq.  rear-admiral  of  the 
blue. 

E.  E.  Nugent,  efq.  1  r 

Ch.  Powel  Hamilton,  efq.  >  " 

Edmund  Dodd,  efq.  )  ailiS' 

Judge-advocate,  fir  George  Jackfon, 
bart. 

No  profecutor  appeared  perfon* 
ally  before  the  court,  as  a  trial  took 
place  in  confequence  of  an  order 
Irom  the  board  of  admiralty,  which 
’was  firft  of  all  read. 

The  next  paper  that  was  read 
was  a  copy  of  the  orders  that  had 
been  given  to  vice-admiral  Corn¬ 
wallis  in  the  month  of  February 
laft,  by  the  board  of  admiralty,  to 
proceed  in  his  majefty's  Ihip  the 
Royal  Sovereign,  until  he  ihould 
anive  at  Barbadoes  ;  and,  with  the 
%uadron  under  his  command,  to 
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convoy  the  feveral  tranfports,  vic¬ 
tuallers,  &c.  which  were  then  def- 
tined  for  the  Weft-Indies.  The  ad¬ 
miral’s  letter,  informing  the  board 
of  admiralty  of  his  return,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  the  damages  fuftained  by 
the  Royal  Sovereign,  was  then 
read ;  and  after  that,  the  fecond 
order  of  the  board  to  admiral 
Cornwallis  to  proceed  to  the  Weft 
Indies  in  the  Aftraea  frigate,  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  anfwer,  giving  his 
reafons  why  he  could  not  obey  that 
order. 

The  charges  being  three  in  num¬ 
ber,  were  then  read.  The  fubftanee 
of  them  is  as  follows:  firft,  that  ad¬ 
miral  Cornwallis,  after  having  failed 
from  England  for  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  proceeded  a  confiderable  way  in 
his  voyage,  did  return,  contrary  to 
the  orders  he  had  received.  Se¬ 
condly,  that  not  having  a  fufficient 
regard  to  the  importance  of  the  fitu-  - 
ation  of  a  commander  in  chief,  he 
omitted  to  fhifr  his  flag  on  board  of 
fome  other  fhip  of  his  fquadron, 
after  the  Royal  Sovereign  had  been 
difabled,  in  order  to  proceed,  as  he 
ought  to  have  done,  to  the  place  of 
his  deftination;  but  that,  inftead  of 
doing  fo,  he  gave  his  inltruGions 
and  the  command  of  the  convoy  to 
another  officer.  And,  thirdly,  that 
after  his  return,  he  had  dil’obeved 
another  order  of  the  board  of 'admi¬ 
ralty,  by  not  hoifiting  his  flag  on 
board  the  Aftrma  frigate,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  Weft  Indies,  as  he 
had  been  ordered  by  their  lord® 
fliips. 

The  charges  being  read,  the  firft 
evidence  pioduced  was  the  corre- 
fpondence  that  had  palled  between 
admiral  Cornwallis  and  the  board 
of  admiralty,  by  which  it  appeared, 
that  the  admiral  had  proceeded  to 
fea,  as  above  ftated,  in  the  Royal 
*  I  i  Sovereign, 


i  ib*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796. 


■» 

Sovereign,  which  in  the  night  had 
come  athwart  hawfe  of,  and  became 
entangled  with,  the  Belifarius  trail f- 
port,  by  which  accident  the  Royal 
Sovereign  had  the  copper  near  her 
rudder  torn  off,  and  was  otherwife 
fo  damaged  as  to  be  unable  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  Weft  Indies.  This  cir- 
cumltance  was  liated  in  the  letter 
lent  by  the  admiral  to  the  board  on 
his  return,  which  was  dated  March 
14,  in  which  he  faid  he  could  not 
proceed  in  any  other  fliip  where  he 
could  not  have  the  accommodation 
and  comfort  he  enjoyed  in  his  own, 
and  which  the  precarious  date  of 
his  health  rendered  neceftary.  It 
alfo  ftated,  that  he  did  not  wiih  to 
delay  the  convoy,  and  he  had  lent 
it  on  under  the  command  of  another 
officer,  liis  other  letter,  in  anfwer 
to  the  order  of  the  board  of  admi¬ 
ralty  to  proceed  in  the  Aftrceft  fri¬ 
gate,  ftated,  that  his  health  would 
be  endangered  by  going  in  a  frigate, 
and  requefted  that  the  board  would 
permit  him  to  wait  until  the  Royal 
Sovereign  fhould  be  ready.  This 
letter  was  produced  to  fupport  the 
charge  of  difobedience. 

Sir  Charles  Cotton  was  called  as 
the  firft  witnefs.  lie  had  failed  in 
the  fquadron  of  admiral  Cornwallis, 
and,  upon  arriving  in  a  certain  lati¬ 
tude,  had  delivered  certain  orders 
from  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  to 
him  on  board  the  Royal  Sove¬ 
reign. 

The  mafter  carpenter  of  the  fliip 
was  then  called,  to  give  an  account 
of  the  damages  fuftained  by  the 
Royal  Sovereign,  in  coniequence  of 
the  accident  with  the  Belifarius. 
lie  faid,  that  as  loon  as  the  weather 
permitted  him,  he  had  examined 
the  ihip;  the  damages  were  fuch  as 
to  prevent  him  frotii  proceeding  to 
the  Weft  Indies.  They  could  not 


be  repaired  at  fea,  becaufe  it  would 
be  neceftary  to  heave  the  Ihip  down  ; 
nor  could  they  be  repaired,  uni  el's 
the  fliip  was  taken  into  dock.  The 
repairs,  therefore,  could  not  be  made 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  after  fire  fhould 
arrive  there. 

The  Defence. 

Admiral  Cornwallis  then  requeft¬ 
ed  leave  of  the  court  for  his  friend 
to  read  his  addrefs  for  him;  which 
being  granted,  Mr.  Erfkine,  as  coun- 
fel  for  the  admiral,  read  a  long  and 
able  fpeech,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  lketch: — After  exprelTmg  his 
concern,  that  fuch  heavy  charges 
ftiould  be  made  againft  him,  who 
had  l'o  often  diftinsuifhed  himfelf  in 

O 

the  lervice  of  his  country,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  ftate,  that  on  the  lit  of 
February  he  had  received  his  corn- 
million  to  go  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
This  ftation  was  not  impofed  on 
him,  he  took  it  voluntarily;  there¬ 
fore,  if  his  health  had  been  fo  bad 
at  that  time  as>to  make  him  defirous 
to  decline  the  fervice,  he  might 
have  done  fo..  He  thought,  there¬ 
fore,  that  he  could  quit  the  fervice 
at  a  fubfequent  period,  when  his 
health  was  fo  bad  as  to  make  it  ne- 
ceftliry  ;  and  particularly  fo,  as  his’ 
iervices  in  the  Weft  Indies  could  be 
only  of  a  fecondary  nature,  there 
being  an  admiral  (fir  John  Laforev) 
already  there,  who  was  fuperior  to 
him  in  command  ;  and  he  did  not 
know  whether  that  officer  was  to 
give  up  the  command  to  him  or  not. 
With  refpedt  to  the  duty  which  he 
(admiral  Cornwallis)  thought  him-j 
lelf  obliged  to  perform,  he  conceived 
it  to  be  no  more  than  that  of  con¬ 
voying  thofe  fliips  which  the  Ven¬ 
geance  had  left  behind;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  prefumption  in 
him  to  fuppofe  that  his  perfonal 

fervi  cos 
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fervices  were  neceflary  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  He  thought  his  only  buli- 
nels  was  to  guard  the  convoy. 
While  he  Was  proceeding  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  the  Beliiarius  tranf- 
port  ran  againft  the  Royal  Sove¬ 
reign,  and  was  intangled  with  her 
for  an  hour.  The  weather  was  at 
the  time  fo  bad,  and  the  night  fo 
dark,  that  he  could  not  lpeak  with 
the  Belifarius,  nor  could  he  hold 
any  communication  with  any  of  the 
convoy,  which,  however,  he  was 
determined  to  pufti  forward.  On 
the  5th  of  March,  he  examined  the 
Blip,  and  found  he  could  not  proceed 
in  her  -to  the  Weft  Indies;  and  as 
he  had  no  other  (hip  to  go  in,  and 
did  not  with  to  delay  the  convoy, 
he  delivered  it  over  to  the  care  of 
captain  Lewis.  He  could  not  go  in 
the  Mars,  the  Minotaur,  or  the 
Quebec,  for  they  had  their  private 
orders ;  and  he  did  not  even  know 
that  they  were  to  accompany  him, 
until  fir  Charles  Cotton  came  and 
delivered  his  orders  on  board  the 
Royal  Sovereign.  He  thought,  if 
be  had  gone  in  any  of  them,  lie 
ihould  have  been  liable  to  a  court- 
martial.  The  fituation  he  then  was 
ik,  was  one  in  which  he  conceived 
he  might  exercife  his  own  difcre- 
tion.  it  was  not  an  action,  nor  any 
thing  that  required  his  perfonal  at¬ 
tendance;  and  if  he  had  at  the  time 
gone  on  board  any  other  (hip,  he 
nsuft  have  endangered  his  health  to 
Rich  a  degree,  as  to  render  fuch 
conduit  an  un neceflary  zeal,  which 
could  not  benefit  the  fervice.  He 
was  not  in  a  ftate  to  go  to  a  ftrange 
place,  where  he  fhould  have  no 
comfort  or  accommodation.  Befides, 
the  court  rauft  fee  how  difficult  it 
would  have  been,  and  how  great  a 
delay  it  would  caufe  the  expedition, 
^  lie  had  fhifted  his  flag.  They 


muft  know  what  a  time  muft  be 
taken  up  in  removing  ftores,  ammu¬ 
nition,  &c.  from  one  lhip  to  another. 
Befides,  he  did  not  think  the  fervice 
required  fuch  a  change,  nor  that 
there  was  fuch  a  prefling  urgency  as 
required  his  prefence  with  the  con¬ 
voy.  If,  therefore,  he  had  not  done 
that  which  was  bell  to  be  done,  he 
lamented  it  much  ;  but  he  did  what 
in  his  judgment  was  the  beft :  no 
difadvantage  happened  in  confe- 
quence  of  that;  and  had  that  been 
the  firft  command  he  ever  was  en> 
trufted  with,  fuch  an  exercife  of  his 
judgment  could  not  be afcribed  to  the 
abandonment  of  his  duty.  It  was 
well  known  that  lie  had,  on  a  former 
occafion,  exerted  himfelf  in  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  his  country.  He  could  not 
conceive  that  the  board  of  admiralty 
would  apply  to  his  conduct  any  bale 
or  criminal  purpofe;  but  that  it 
was  at  molt  only  an  error  in  judg¬ 
ment,  for  which  every  defcription  of 
courts  in  this  country  had  always 
made  .ample  allowance,  and  punilhed 
nothing  but  wilful  mifcondudt.  He 
had  received  a  letter,  upon  his  re¬ 
turn,  from  the  firft  lord  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  lamenting  the  dilalter  which 
had  caufed  him  to  come  back,  and, 
without  making  any  complaint 
againft  him,  delirimg  that  he  would 
continue  the  command  of  the  Royal 
Sovereign  ;  therefore  be  was  at  a 
lofs  to  know  at  what  time  his  con¬ 
duct  had  affumed  the  criminal  fhape 
in  which  it  came  forward  that  day. 
So  far  he  had  vindicated  his  condud 
againft  the  tw-o  firft  charges.  As  to 
the  third  charge,  which  was  cer¬ 
tainly  die  he&vieft  of  all,  he  would 
not,  in  the  defence  he  was  going  to 
make  againft  it,  attempt  to  fap  the 
foundation  of  difcipline,  by  faying 
any  thing  like  a  jullilication  of  it; 
hut  he  would  fay  at  once,  that  he 
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did  not  difobey  any  order.  Ilis 
ftate  of  health  was  fo  bad,  that 
when  he  fhould  arrive  at  the  Well 
Indies,  he  fhould  only  be  fit  for  an 
hoipital,  inltead  of  an  arduous  com¬ 
mand.  He  laid  in  his  letter  to  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  fuch  was  the 
cafe,  and  as  it  might  be  highly  in¬ 
jurious  to  him  to  go  out  in  a  frigate, 
he  was  ready,  he  laid,  to  go  out  in 
the  Royal  Sovereign,  when  the 
thould  be  repaired,  'i  bis  letter  was 
no  more  than  a  propofition  to  the 
hoard;  and  how,  then,  could  it  he 
%  called  difobedience  ?  If  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty  had  repeated  the  or¬ 
der,  he  fhould  have  gone  :  but  they 
did  not ;  and  the  firft  anfwer  he  had 
to  the  propolition  which  he  made, 
\yas  the  order  for  that  court-martial 
which  was  then  inquiring  into  Iris 
conduct.  He  had  fubmitted  his  rea- 
fons  for  not  being  able  to  go  in  the 
Aftroea,  and  he  received  an  order  to 
remain  in  his  fhip  at  Spithead.  He 
was  written  to  by  the  lirft  lord  of 
tire 'admiralty,  as  one  who  was  de¬ 
clining  a  particular  fervice.  It  was 
very  difficult  to  lay  down  a  fixed  rule 
for  perfons  in  a  high  command  ; 
they  were  to  a<5t  by  the  beft  of  their 
judgment  and  difcretion ;  and  if 
they  were  to  be  charged  with  the 
confequences  of  fuch  conduct,  there 
was  an  end  of  all  that  confidence 
that  ought  to  be  placed  in  officers 
of  high  rank. 

Captain  Whitby,  of  the  Royal 
Sovereign,  was  then  called  in  be¬ 
half  of  admiral  Cornwallis,  who  de- 
fired  him  to  relate  to  the  court  the 
account  of  the  accident  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  fhip,  and  what  he  (the 
admiral)  felt  on  the  occafion ;  be- 
caufe  it  had  been  insinuated  that  he 
was  glad  the  accident  happened,  in- 
afmuch  as  it  furnifhed  him  with  a 
pretext  for  returning  to  England. 
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Captain  Whitby  faid,  that  the  or¬ 
der  to  fail  had  come  down  to  the  admi¬ 
ral  on  the  -25th,  at  Portl'mouth,  and 
that  he  failed  on  the  28th;  and  as 
there  was  loo  fail  of  merchantmen 
oulered  to  go,  it  was  impoftible  that 
any  perfon  could  have  ufed  more 
expedition  in  fetting  out  than  he 
did  ;  nor  did  he  ever  fee  more  zeal 
difplayed  on  any  occafion.  The  ad¬ 
miral  expreffed  great  concern  and 
anxiety  on  the  melancholy  accident 
that  happened  to  the  fhip,  though 
it  was  not  ufual  for  him  to  be  de¬ 
jected  by  difafters.  He  appeared, 
by  his  words  and  actions,  to  be 
ftruck  with  real  regret;  and  he 
thought  it  beft  for  his  majefty’s  fer¬ 
vice  to  return  to  Great  Britain.  He 
wifhed  to  ftop  at  fame  port  where  the 
damages  could  be  repaired,  and  for 
that  purpofe  he  repeatedly  examined 
the  charts,  but  could  find  none  fit  for 
the  fhip  to  go  into.  With  refpeCt 
to  the  admiral’s  health,  he  \bas  fre¬ 
quently  very  ill.  He  would  get  up 
of  a  morning  apparently  well ;  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  he  would  catch 
cold  from  fome  unknown  caufe,  and  1 
in  the  evening  be  dangeroufly  ill 
in  bed. 

Mr.  Alexander,  m after  of  the  > 
Royal  Sovereign,  confirmed  the 
evidence  of  the  laft  witnefs,  as  to 
the  regret  which  the  admiral  ex¬ 
preffed  in  being  retarded  in  his 
voyage. 

Mr.  Thomas  Kain,  the  furgeon 
of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  called  to 
give  evidence  as  to  the  admiral’s 
health,  faid  it  was  very  precarious. 
He  had  frequent  complaints  in  his 
bowels,  and  was  fo  ill  at  times,  that 
he  ufed  to  be  obliged  to  fit  up  with 
him  almoft  the  whole  night.  He 
had  many  fudden  and  great  changes 
of  the  gout. 

Admiral  Cornwallis  then  inform¬ 
ed 
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«d  the  court  that  he  had  no  more 
witnefles  to  call,  nor  any  more  evi¬ 
dence,  except  fome  letters  which 
had  paffed  between  him  and  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty. 

Earl  Ilowe  informed  him,  that 
the  court  would  hear  thole  letters 
read,  but  could  not  receive  them  as 
evidence,  nor  lav  them  on  the  table 
as  documents. 

The  firfl:  letter  was  then  read  :  it 
came  from  the  fecretary  of  tins 
board  of  admiralty,  defiring  him  to 
continue  on  board  the  Royal  Sove¬ 
reign  till  further  orders,  as  he  had 
declined  going  out  in  the  Aflraea 
This  letter  was  dated  the  16th  of 
March;  another  was  read  which 
the  admiral  had  written  on  the  1 7  th. 

Admiral  Cornwallis  fuid,  he  had 
a  great  many  more  letters,  but  did 
not  with  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
court  by  reading  them. 

Earl  Howe  defined  him  to  take 
his  time,  and  laid,  the  court  was 
ready  to  hear  every  thing  which  he 
might  deem  neceflary  for  his  de¬ 
fence. 

One  was  then  read  -from  earl 
Spencer,  in  which  he  eenfured  the 
admiral  for  declining  to  go  out,  and 
faid  he  could  not  continue  him  in 
command  without  injuring  the  ler- 
vice. 

Earl  Howe  faid,  that  lord  Spen¬ 
cer  had  defined  every  life  to  be  made 
of  his  letter  that  might  be  thought 
necetfiary;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
thefe  letters  coming  as  from  a  pri¬ 
vate  perfon,  and  not  from  the  board, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  quefHon. 

After  the  reading  of  fome  other 
papers,  the  trial  was  clofed  a  little 
before  one.  The  court  was  then 
cleared,  and  the  members  remained 
there  till  four  o’clock,  when  they 
broke  up  without  determining  their 
fen  ten  ce. 
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On  Friday,  at  nine  o’clock,  the 
court  aflembled,  and  remained  de¬ 
liberating  from  that  time  until  one, 
when  the  court  was  opened,  and 
Grangers  were  admitted. 

The  judge  advocate  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  deliver 

The  Sentence: 

4  That  the  court  having  heard 
4  the  evidence  in  fupport  of  the 
4  charges  exhibited  againft  the  ho- 
4  nourable  William  Cornwallis,  vice- 
4  admiral  of  the  red  ;  and  having 
4  heard  his  defence,  and  the  evidence 
4  in  his  behalf ;  and  having  maturely 
4  weighed  and  confidered  the  fame, 
4  were  of  opinion, 

4  That,  with  refpect  to  the  two 
4  fiftl  charges,  of  his  returning  with- 
4  out  leave,  after  having  been  order- 
4  ed  to  proceed  to  Barbadoes,  and  of 
4  his  difobeying  the  orders  lie  had 
4  received,  mifconcluffi  was  imputable 
4  to  him ,  for  not  having  (hifted  his 
4  flag  on  board  the  Mars  or  Mino- 
4  taur,  and  proceeded  in  either  of 
4  them  to  the  Weft  Indies — But  in 
4  confideration  of  other  circum- 
4  fiances,  the  court  acquitted  him  of 
4  any  difobedience  in  his  conduct  on 
4  that  occafion. 

4  With  refpect  to  the  third  charge, 

4  of  his  having  after  his  return  dif- 
4  obeyed  the  orders  of  the  board  of 
4  admiralty,  in  not  going  out  to  the 
4  Wed  Indies  in  the  Aftrrea  frigate, 

4  the  court  were  of  opinion  that  the 
4  charge  was  not  proved  ;  and  there- 
4  fore  acquitted  admiral  Cornwallis 
4  upon  that  charge/ 

Admiral  Cornwallis  heard  the 
fentence  read  without  any  emotion  : 
and  then,  making  a  flight  bow  to 
the  court,  retired  with  Mr.  Erfkine 
and  fome  other  friends. 

As  foon  as  the  fentence  was  com¬ 
municated  to  the  people  on  board 
the  Royal  Sovereign,  which  lay  at 
*  I  4  a  fliort 
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a  fhort  diftance  from  the  Orion, 
they  all  got  upon  deck,  and  gave 
three  cheers. 


The  Trial  of  Richard  Thomas  Crofs* 
Jidd,  for  High  Treafon ,  May  1 1. 

At  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
Richard  Thomas  Crofsfield,  Paul 
Thomas  Le  Maitre,  George  Iliggins, 
and  John  Smith,  charged  with  con- 
fpiring  to  compafs  the  death  of  the 
king,  were  put  to  the  bar  at  the 
Old  Bailey.  The  indictment  was 
then  read  :  it  contained  fix  overt 
aCts  of  confpiring  to  kill  and  put  to 
death  cur  fovereign  lord  the  king, 
with  a  poifoned  arrow,  to  be  thrown 
by  the  means  of  a  brats  tube.  The 
jury  being  fworn,  the  three  prifon- 
ers,  Le  Maitre,  Smith,  and  Hig¬ 
gins,  were  ordered  to  withdraw, 
and  the  trial  of  Crofsfield  com¬ 
menced. 

L  Sir  John  Scott,  the  attorney-ge¬ 
neral,  opened  the  cafe  for  the 
crown ;  and,  after  explaining  the 
law  of  treafon,  laid,  he  forbore 
commenting  upon  the  evidence  to 
be  adduced,  as  it  might  tend  to  pre¬ 
judice  the  jury.  He  called 

John  Dowling,  a  workman  with 
Mr.  Fenton,  a  brafs-founder,  in 
New-ftreet-fquare,  who  fwore,  that 
in  September  1794,  three  perfons 
called  at  his  matter's  iliop  ;  one  of 
them  he  particularly  remarked  was 
lame,  that  he  afterward  underfiood 
that  his  name  was  Upton  (fince 
dead).  The  lame  man  alked  him, 
if  he  could  make  a  tube  three  feet 
long,  one  eighth  inch  thick,  made 
fmooth  in  the  infide  as  a  cylinder. 
The  witnefs  afked  him,  what  it 
was  intended  for,  and  was  anfwered, 
that  it  was  a  fee  ret.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  obtained  a  tube  (but  not  from 


the  witnefs)  which  was  afterward 
returned,  not  being  ufeful.  The 
counfel  for  the  crown  prefied  the 
witnefs  hard,  to  know  whether  he 
could  recoiled  the  two  perfons  who 
carrie  into  the  Ihop  with  the  fame 
man  (Upton);  but  he  had  not  thfe 
leaft  recollection  of  either  of  them. 

Mr.  John  Fenton,  the  employer 
of  the  above  witnefs,  gave  a  limilar 
teftimony. 

James  Bland  Wood,  brafs  found¬ 
er,  in  Shoe  lane,  was  next  called.— 
In  September  1794,  two  men  came 
into  his  (hop,  one  of  them  afked  for 
a  tube,  or  barrel,  the  witnefs  laid, 
it  was  out  of  his  way,  and  adviftd 
them  to  go  to  a  clock-maker.  The 
two  perfons  left  the  drop,  and  then 
a  third  came  in,  and  alked,  if  two 
perfons  had  not  been  in  the  Ihop. 
The  witnefs  replied,  they  were  juft 
gone  out. — He  knew  nothing  more 
of  the  circumftance. 

David  Cuthbert,  a  mathematical 
inftrument-maker,  of  Arundel-ftreet, 
fwore,  that  he  knew  the  late  Mr. 
Upton,  he  was  a  watch-maker ;  he 
law  him  about  the  middle  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  Ihewed  him  an  air-gun. 

Peregrine  Palmer  fwore,  that  he 
knew  the  prifoner.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing  Society.  Being  queftioned  by 
Mr.  Garrow,  whether  he  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  prifoner’s  hand 
writing,  he  pofitively  denied  that  he 
knew  any  thing  of  his  writing,  but 
that  of  his  fignature. — The  witnefs 
then  gave  the  fame  delcription 
of  calling  at  the  feveral  brafs- 
founders’  houfes,  and  deferibed  the 
bufinefs  in  a  very  fimilar  manner. 
He  was  Ihewn  a  drawing;  which 
was  laid  before  the  privy-council, 
and  defired  to*  recollect,  whether 
that  was  the  fame  he  faw  there  ?  . 
—He  could  not  recollect. 
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The  lord  chief  judice  interfered, 
ohferving,  that  the  evafive  manner 
in  which  this  evidence  was  given 
entirely  dettroyed  the  credit  of  it. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  witnefs  could 
not,  from  his  memory,  bring  any 
rharge  home  to  the  prifoner. 

John  Hill,  turner,  in  Bartholo- 
mew-clofe,  fwore,  that  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1794,  Upton,  Palmer,  and  an¬ 
other  man,  came  to  his  houle  ;  and 
Upton  alked  him,  if  he  could  turn 
a  model  in  wood,  according  to  a 
plan  which  was  produced.  Upton 
produced  a  lketch.  A  drawing  was 
Ihewn,  and  the  witnefs  thought  it 
was  the  fame  that  was  then  pro¬ 
duced.  It  was  drawn  in  his  pre- 
fence;  the  paper  was  very  particu¬ 
lar  on  which  the  draft  was  made, 
having  at  the  back  the  words,  l*  A 
“  houle  to  he  let,  enquire  within." 
The  whole  of  the  three  had  a  lhare 
in  the  drawing,  and  feemed  to  be 
active  in  the  bulinefs. — The  witnels 
was  informed  by  Upton,  he  Ihould 
be  paid  for  his  model. 

A  very  long  argument  took  place, 
whether  the  remaining  evidence, 
namely,  the  confellional  evidence 
of  the  prifoner  himfelf,  fhould  be 
admitted,  Mr.  Adam  contended, 
that  no  overt  aft  of  trealbn  had 
been  proved  by  two  witnelfes. — 
The  court  determined,  that  the 
confellional  evidence  ought  to  be 
taken,  in  order  that  the  jury  might 
dilcover  the  intent  of  the  priloner’s 
mind,  and,  of  courfe,  bring  the 
overt  aft  home  to  him. 

Jonathan  Le  Briton  dated  him- 
felf  to  be  a  boatlteerer  to  the  Po¬ 
mona  South  Whaler,  and  that  they 
tailed  from  Portfmouth  on  the  Spth 
of  January  1794.  About  a  fort¬ 
night  before  that  time,  the  prifoner 
came  on  board  as  their  furgeon, 

find,  .as  was  ufual  for  gentlemen  in 
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that  capacity,  was  generally  called 
doftor.  They  went  round  to  Fal¬ 
mouth,  whence  they  failed  February 
13,  and  were  captured  on  the  15th, 
by  a  French  corvette,  La  Vengeance, 
by  whom  they  were  carried  into 
Brell.  The  prifoner  then  wrote  his 
name  R.  T.  Crofsfield,  and  on  his 
being  put  on  board  another  lhip,  he 
wifhed  the  witnefs  good-bye;  faid 
that  he  was  happy  he  was  going  to 
France,  and  that  he  would  much 
rather  be  there  than  in  England. 
T  hey  were  loon  after  put  into  the 
fame  prilon  lhip,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  until  a  cartel  was  ready  for 
their  exchange.  On  the  day  after 
they  failed  from  Portfmouth,  he  told 
the  witnefs,  that  he  was  one  of 
thofe  who  invented  the  air-gun  to 
dioot,  or  affadinate  his  majedy; 
and  defcribed  that  it  was  to  be  done 
by  an  arrow,  barbed  like  their  har¬ 
poons,  through  a  kind  of  a  tube,  by 
inflammable  air.  When  the  cartel 
was  ready,  the  prifoner  let  himfelf 
down  in  thfc  lift,  by  the  defcription 
of  IT.  Willon,  of  the  Hope  brig, 
which  was  alfo  taken  by  the  fame 
lhip  as  they  had  been. — In  his  crois- 
examination,  he  laid,  he  knew  no¬ 
thing  of  the  mulier  lid  ;  that  their 
crew  confided  of  twenty-three  men, 
and  that  captain  Charles  Clarke 
came  back  with  them,  who  had 
not,  however,  attended  the  privy- 
council,  though  he  had  feen  him  at 
Mr.  White's,  the  folicitor's  ;  at  his 
lodgings;  and  at  Mr.  Smith's,  at 
Wapping  ;  but  denied  he  had  ever 
con  veiled  with  him  on  this  fubjeft. 
He  admitted,  that  after  they  were 
taken,  they  had  a  fcheme  to  feize 
the  French  fliip,  in  which  Crofs¬ 
field,  as  well  as  the  reft,  was  en¬ 
gaged.  He  remembered,  that  they 
were  allowed  to  take  out  fome  of 
the  private  trade^  but  denied  that 

be 
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he  and  the  prifoner  had  ever  quar¬ 
relled. 

Thomas  Dennis,  mate  of  the 
Pomona,  hated,  that  the  prifoner, 
the  night  after  they,  failed  from 
Falmouth,,  laid  to  him,  that  Pitt 
would  fend  a  frigate  after  him,  if 
he  knew  where  he  was  ;  that  his 
majefiy  was  to  have  been  affuifinat- 
ed  by  a  dart,  blown  through  a  tube, 
at  the  playhoufe,  and  that  he  knew 
low  it  was  co  lifer  lifted* — The  other 
part  of  his  teftimony  was  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  former  witnefs.  In  his 
erofs-examination,  he  acknowledged 
le  had  written  a  certificate  to  the 
eonful,  that  he  was  an  American 
he  believed,  the  prifoner  had  ftated 
Irimfelf  a  naturalised  Hollander.  He 
lad  heard  that  the  prifoner  charged 
flie  lofs  of  his  {hip  to  his  negligence, 
hut  they  never  quarrelled. 

James  Winter  defcribed  Ifimfelf 
to  be  the  owner  of  the  Sufemna,  a 
Newfoundland  veffel,  which  was 
raptured  and  -carried  into  Breft : 
alter  being  confined  forne  time  in 
thecafile,  he  was  put  on  board  the 
prifon  fiiip  where  he  was  introduced 
to  the  prifoner,  by  a  capt.  Yallerky, 
1>y  tiie  name  of  Crofsfield;  but  he 
laid,  No;  bis  name  was  rI’om  Paine; 
they  lived  in  habits  of  intimacy  for 
five  months,  confeantly  flipping  and 
dining  together;,  during  which,  he 
frequently  laid,  he  had  ihot  at  his 
inajefty  between  Buckingham-houfe 
mid  the  palace,  but  unluckily  miffed  : 
lie  afterwards  ihewed  the  witnels  a 
hollow  piece  of  iron,  about  a  foot 
and  a  half  long,  as  a  fimilar  inftru- 
ment  to  that  with  which  he  had 
made  the  attempt  ;  that  he  had  foot 
a  eat  through  it,  with  a  poifoned 
dart,  and  that  file  had  died  immedi¬ 
ately  after.  Another  day  he  faid, 
lie  hoped  he  fiiould  live  to  fee  the 
day  that  the  fireets  of  London  would 
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be  up  to  his  ancles  in  the  blood  of 
the  king  and  his  party.  Interro¬ 
gating  him  about  his  Ihooting  at  his 
majefiy,  he  faid,  that,  after  he  had 
thot  at  him,  he  was  purfued  by  two 
king’s  mefiengers ;  but  that  he  efcap- 
ed  to  Portfenouth,  got  aboard  a 
South  whaler,  was  a  few  days  after 
luckily  taken,  and  brought  into 
Brefi.  One  day,  after  dinner,  a 
capt.  Collins,  who  was  a  prifoner 
with  them,  laid,  he  wifhed,  he  had 
the  cutting  oft'  the  heads  of  the  king, 
Pitt,  and  the  parliament;  the  pri- 
foner  replied,  “  Have  patience,  I 
“  hope  to  have  the  cutting  off  of 
“  tome  of  them  myfelfe” 

When  the  cartel  (hip  was  ready, 
the  prifoner  went  into  the  cabin 
with  the  French  commodore,  and 
when  he  came  out,  laid,  “  Now7 
^  every  thing  is  fettled  to  my  fatisfi 

faction having,  previoufiy  to 
this,  often  boaffed  that  the  French 
had  offered  him  great  encourage¬ 
ment.  They  were  three  days  on 
their  paffage,  but  immediately,  on 
their  arrival  at  a  port  near  Fowey 
in  Cornwall,  the  witnefs  fought  out 
a  magiftrate,  gave  information  t 
againft  the  prifoner,  and  had  him 
taken  into  cuftody. 

ilichard  Penny,  mafeer  of  arms* 
of  his  majefty’s  fiiip  Adtive,  was  a 
prifoner  at  the  fame  time,  and  gave 
teftimony  of  fimilar  exprellions. 

Walter  Colmer  and  Edward 
Stoker,  two  confeables  of  Fowey7, 1 
gave  an  account  of  the  apprehend-  J 
ing  of  the  prifoner,  and  that,  as 
they  were  taking  him  to  Bodmyn„il 
he  offered  to  give  them  two  guineas  j 
a-piece,  to  let  him  go  ;  and  on  their  1 
alking,  what  was  to  become  of  the 
poll  boy?  he  faid,  lend  me  one  ot 
yourpiftols,  and  I  will  loon  pop  him 
out  of  the  way. 

Elizabeth  Upton  fwore,  that  fiie 
;  '  had 
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had  not  feen  her  hufband  for  fome 
time.  He  had  fuddenly  difappeared, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  be  dead. 

Two  other  witneffes  were  called 
to  prove  that  Upton  had  been  feen 
at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  cor- 
refponding  lbciety,  with  a  tube  like 
that  which  was  taken  in  his  houfe. 

Mr.  Mortimer,  the  gunfmith,  be¬ 
lieved,  what  was  fhewn  him,  and 
the  drawings,  to  be  intended  for 
parts  of  an  air-pump. 

Mr.  Wood,  a  barrifter,  faw  one  of 
thefe  drawings  in  the  poffeffion  of 
Upton,  at  his  own  houfe,  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1794.  'He  went  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  next  day,  to  give  him  informa¬ 
tion.  And  here  ended  the  evidence 
for  the  crown. 

Mr.  Adam,  counfel  for  the  pri- 
foner,  wifhed  to  be  allowed  fome 
little  reft  before  he  entered  upon 
the  defence. 

On  Thurfday,  May  10,  the  court 
fat  at  eight.  The  chief  juftice  Eyre 
and  the  recorder  conlulted  for  a  few 
minutes,  when  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  trials  of  the  three  other  perfons, 
indi&ed  for  treafon,  lhould  be  ad¬ 
journed  to  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  Crofsfield  came  to  the  bar, 
and  was  indulged,  as  on  the  firft  day, 
with  a  chair. 

Mr.  Adam  then  entered  upon  the 
prifoner’s  defence.  He  firft  of  all 
called  fome  witneffes  to  prove  that 
Upton  wTas  a  very  bad  character, 
and  was  actuated  by  motives  of  re- 
fentment  againft  the  parties  impli¬ 
cated  in  this  charge.  Then  re¬ 
viewing  the  evidence  that  had  been 
adduced  againft:  the  priloner,  he 
called  witneffes  to  contradict  the 
confeffional  part,  which  was  depoled 
by  Le  Briton  and  Dennis.  He 
called  William  Clevel  ing,  who  was 
going  out  as  agent  to  the  Canaries, 
and  was  a  prifoner  with  Mr.  Crofs- 
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field  in  Bred  harbour;  he  meffed  with 
him  four  months;  he  never  heard 
him  make  any  declarations  refpett- 
ing  attacking  the  king.  He  was 
always  known  by  his  real  name, 
Crofsfield.  He  never  heard  him 
mention  any  plot  againft  the  king. 
The  prifoner  was  of  a  turn  of  mind 
inclining  to  mirth,  and  frequently 
fung  jolly  fongs.  Upon  crofs-exami- 
nation,  the  witnefs  had  twice  heard 
him  fing  highly  republican  fongs. 

He  next  called  capt.  Anthony 
Collins,  who  fvvore,  that  he  Crofs- 
field,  when  a  prifoner  in  Breft  wa- 
tei,  was  invited  to  go  on  board  the 
veffels  that  had  the  fick  people ; 
that  he  behaved  very  well;  and  by 
his  fkill  and  application,  he  had 
laved,  at  leaft,  fifty  or  fixty  lives.. 
He  meffed  with  the  prifoner  many 
months;  and  during  that  time,  he 
never  heard  him  fpeak  any  difre- 
fpedftil  words  of  the  king,  or  any 
confeffion  refpecting  a  plot  to  de- 
ftroy  his  fovereign ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  leemed  to  be  much  pleafed  when 
he  was  certain  of  returning  to  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  cartel.  The  prifoner 
had  alfo  refufed  a  very  advantage¬ 
ous  offer  to  be  infpector-general  of 
the  hofpital-prifons  at  Breli.  Upon 
crofs-examination,  he  acknowledg¬ 
ed,  that  there  was  a  levity  about 
him  that  might  give  caufe  of  fuf- 
picion. 

Several  refpecftable  witneffes  were 
called,  who  gave  the  prifoner  an 
excellent  character  for  humanity 
and  kindnefs, 

Mr.  Gurney  made  an  excellent 
and  moll  energetic  fpeech,  in  which 
he  fummed  up  the  evidence. 

The  lord  chief  juftice. — “  Mr. 
ft  Crofsfield,  you  have  been  heard 

by  your  counfel  very  fully;  but 
“  you  are  allowed  the  right  of  being 
“  heard  yourfelf :  now  is  your  tin  e, 

“  and 
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“  and  the  court  will  liften  to  you 
*  with  attention/’ — The  prifoner 
replied,  “  My  lord,  I  have  only  one 
u  eireumftance  to  add,  that  from 
u  my  inmoil  foul  I  have  ever  de- 
u  teiled  any  ads  of  cruelty,  much 
“  more  premeditated  affaffi  nation  of 
u  my  fovereign. — I  am  fully  fatis- 

bed  with  the  great  exertions  of 
“  my  counfel,  and  rely  upon  your 
**  lordihip’s  candid  confideration  of 
“  my  cafe,  and  the  honour  and  juf- 
**  lice  of  an  Lnglilh  jury.” 

The  attorney-general  then  took  a 
review  of  the  whole  of  the  evidence, 
and  the  arguments  which  had  been 
ofed  by  the  pri loner's  counfel,  and 
obievved,  that  he  had  full  conviction 
in  his  own  mind,  he  was  entitled  to 
a  verdid  of  guilty;  but,  if  the  jury 
felt  otherwife,  he  ftiould  be  fully  fu- 
iisfied  that  the  prifoner  ought  to  be 
acquitted. 

The  lord  chief  juftice  Eyre  dim¬ 
med  up  the  evidence,  and  declared, 
that,  in  his  mind,  the  fecond  overt 
suit  had  been  fufticiently  proved  to 
he  left  to  the  jury  ;  the  firit  reipect- 
ing  the  poifoned  dart,  certainly  had 
not,  as  that  had  been  fpoken  to  only 
by  Dennis,,  i  he  cafe,  however, 
refled  very  much  upon  the  prifoner’s 
own  declaration,  as  without  that, 
ro  purpofe  could  be  a  digued  for  the 
hiftrument,  which  had  been  ordered, 
and  intended  to  be  made.  The  jury 
retired  for  an  hour  and  forty  mi¬ 
nutes,  and  then  gave  their  verdict, 
Not' guilty . — Higgins  and-Le  M  ait  re 
were  not  put  upon  t Heir  trial. 


Interesting  Law  Reports. 

Operation  of  the  Banknrpt  Lazes  on 
Property  Abroad ,  belonging  to 
Bankrupts  refident  in  England. 

A  queftion  which  has  been  long 
depending,  and  frequently  agitated 


in  the  different  courts  of  Weftmin* 
Iter  Hall,  of  very  material  import- 
ance  to  the  trading  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  has  lately  received  the  de- 
edion  of  the  court  of  Exchequer 
charpber,  on  a  writ  of  error  on  a 
judgment  of  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench. 

Blanchard  and  Lewis,  refident  in 
England,  previous  to  the  year  1784, 
contracted  a  debt  with  the  houie  of 
Phillips  and  Crarnmond,  carrying 
on  trade  and  commerce  at  Man- 
chefter,  under  the  firm  of  Phillips 
and  Co.  Previous  to  the  23d  of 
October,  1 784,  Blanchard  and  Lewis 
became  bankrupts.  Previous  to  the 
bankruptcy,  William  Crarnmond, 
one  of  the  partners  in  the  houfe  of 
Phillips  and  Co.  went  to  America, 
for  the  purpofe  of  tranfadting  in  that 
country  the  commercial  concerns 
of  that  houfe,  and  continued  there 
till  after  the  bankruptcy  ;  on  hear¬ 
ing  of  it,  he  commenced  an  adtion 
in  the  court  of  common  pleas  in 
Philadelphia,  according  to  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennfylvania,  againft  the  bank- 
rupts  in  England,  for  the  recovery 
of  the  debt  due  to  himfelf  and  part¬ 
ners;  and,  on  the  23d  of  October,, 
1784,  which  was  after  the  provi- 
fional  alignment  of  the  effects  of  the 
bankrupts,  caufed  to  be  attached, 
by  procefs  out  of  that  court,  pro¬ 
perty  which  had  belonged  to  the 
bankrupts,  in  the  hands  of  feveral 
perlons  refident  in  Pennfylvania;  and, 
on  the  iff  of  June,  1786,  recovered 
judgment  againft  the  bankrupts, 
for  the  debt  and  damages  demanded 
in  the  adtion,  the  fum  of  2,639b 
18s.  3d.  currency;  being  equal  to 
1,403b  os.  6d,  fterling;  and  allb 
cofts  of  fuit;  and  by  virtue  of  fuch 
attachment  and  judgment,  received 
the  fum  recovered  of  the  garnilhee*, 

that 
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that  is,  of  the  perfons  in  whole 
hands  the  property  was  attached. 

Hunter  and  others,  who  were  ap¬ 
pointed  aflignees  of  Blanchard  and 
Lewis,  brought  an  action  in  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  againft  Phil¬ 
lips  and  Co.  to  recover  this  money, 
as  fo  much  money  had  and  received 
to  their  ufe.  The  jury  found  a 
ipecial  verdiCt,  hating  the  circum- 
ftances  above-meutioned.  The  fame 
queltion,  on  a  iimilar  hate  of  facts, 
having  fome  time  before  occurred 
in  a  cafe  arifing  out  of  the  lame 
bankruptcy,  and  the  court  having 
in  that  cafe,  after  full  confideration, 
given  judgment  in  favour  of  the 
aflignees,  decided  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  now,  without  argument;  on 
which  a  writ  of  error  was  brought 
in  the  Exchequer  chamber,  where, 
after  folemn  argument,  the  judg¬ 
ment  was  affirmed,  the  chief  juftice 
of  the  common  pleas  alone  dilTenting. 

Independently  of  the  reference  to 
decifions  in  former  cafes,  as  autho¬ 
rities  in  the  prefent,  the  reafoning 
of  the  judges,  who  thought  the 
judgment  right,  was  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  effect: — 

The  general  queltion,  they  faid, 
arifing  on  the  facts  which  appeared 
on  the  record,  was,  whether  a  per- 
fon  becoming  in  England  a  creditor 
of  a  bankrupt  alfo  in  England,  and 
having  recovered  in  a  foreign  coun¬ 
try  by  procefsof  attachment,  a  debt 
due  to  the  bankrupt  thefe,  was  en¬ 
titled  to  retain  the  money  fo  reco¬ 
vered  to  his  own  ufe,  or  whether  he 
had  pot  received  it  to  the  ufe  of  the 
aflignees?  It  was  found  by  the  fpe- 
cial  verdiCt,  that  the  bankrupts  were 
English  traders*  that  the  defendants 
toere  partners  in  an  Engl i Hi  houfe; 
that  the  debt  from  the  bankrupts  to 
the  defendants  was  contracted  in 
England;  that  the  bankrupts  as 


well  as  the  defendants,  were  relident 
in  England,  and  that  CTammond; 
who  on  this  verdict  mull  alfo  be 
taken  to  be  an  Englilh  fpbjeCt,  wept 
from  this  kingdom  to  America  for 
the  fpecial  and  temporary  purpofe 
of  tranlacting  bufinefs  for  the  Engliih 
houle  at  Mane  belter,  in  which  lie 
continued  to  be  a  partner.  The 
cafe,  therefore,  mult  be  confldered 
as  arifing  between  Englilh  lubjeCts 
upon  Englilh  property.  When  the 
debt  was  contracted,  all  the  parties 
were  as  much  fubjeCt  to  the  bank¬ 
rupt  laws,  as  to  the  other  laws  of 
England,  under  which  they  lived. 
It  could  not  be  difputed  that  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  bankruptcy,  the  bankw 
rupts  themfelves  might  have  trans¬ 
ferred  or  aligned  this  property., 
though  abroad,  as  absolutely  as  if  it 
had  been  in  their  own  tangible  pol- 
lellion  in  this  country;  and  itfeemed 
that  the  aflignees  under  the  corn- 
million  were  entitled,  by  operation 
of  law.  to  do  with  it  after  the  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  what  the  bankrupts  them- 
felves  might  have  done  before.  The 
great  principle  of  the  bankrupt  laws 
was,  that  no  creditor  Ihould  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  acquire  an  undue  prefer¬ 
ence,  and  by  fo  doing  prevent  an 
equal  diftribution  among  all  the 
creditors.  It  followed  from  hence 
that  the  whole  property  of  the 
bankrupt  mult  be  under  their  con- 
troul,  without  regard  to  the  locality 
of  that  property,  except  in  cafes 
which  directly  militated  againft  the 
particular  laws  of  the  .country  in 
which  it  happened  to  be  fituated. 
JSTo  creditor,  whole  debt  was  con¬ 
tracted  within  the  fphere  of  opera¬ 
tion  of  thole  laws,  and  who  had  no¬ 
tice  of-  the  infolvency  of  the  debtor, 
Could  recover  any  part  of  the  com¬ 
mon  fund  for  his  own  particular  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  after  an  alignment  had 

taken, 
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taken  place,  his  jntereft  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  affignees,  and  if  he  did 
recover,  lie  mult  account  to  the 
other  creditors  for  the  fum  received. 
If  the  bankrupt  laws  were  circiim- 
feribed  by  the  local  fituation  of, the 
property,  a  door  would  be  open  to 
all  the  partiality  and  undue  prefer¬ 
ence  which  they  were  framed  to 
prevent ;  property  might  be  fent 
abroad  with  that  unjuft  view,  im¬ 
mediately  previous  to  an  act  of 
bankruptcy,  and  in  contemplation 
of  it.  If  the  perfonal  property  of 
merchants  employed  in  the  courfe 
of  their  dealings  in  foreign  countries, 
were  to  be  taken  by  an  individual 
creditor  going  from  hence  for  that 
purpofe,  and  not  to  be  diftributable 
among  the  creditors  at  large,  fuch 
merchants  would  he  materially  af¬ 
fected  in  their  credit  at  home.  The 
laws  of  the  country,  indeed,  where 
the  property  was  lituated,  had  the 
immediate  controul  over  it,  in  re- 
i’peCt  to  its  locality,  and  the  imme¬ 
diate  protection  afforded  it ;  yet  the 
country  where  the  proprietor  redded, 
in  refpeCt  to  another  lpecies  of  pro¬ 
tection  afforded  to  him  and  his  pro¬ 
perty,  had  a  right  to  regulate  liis* 
conduCt  relating  to  that  property. 
This  protection  afforded  to  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  a  refident  fubjeCt,  which 
was  fituated  in  a  foreign  country, 
was  not  imaginary,  but  real.  The 
property  which  this  country  pro¬ 
tected,  it  had  a  right  to  regulate; 
and,  in  faCt,  our  bankrupt  laws  had 
made  fuch  regulations.  The  fat.  13 
El.  c.  7,  enabled  the  commiffioners 
to  take  the  bankrupt’s  money,  goods, 
&c.  and  debts,  wherefoever  they  may 
be  found  or  known.  This  expreffion 
feemed  to  extend  beyond  the  debts 
and  effeCts  of  a  trader  locally  con¬ 
fined  within  this  kingdom.  In  a 
country,  a  great  part  of  whole 


commercial  capital  was  employed 
abroad,  it  was  peculiarly  proper 
that  fuch  capital,  over  which  the 
trader  had  a  difpofins!;  power,  though 
lituated  out  of  the  kingdom,  fhould 
be  conlidered  as  referable  to  the 
place  of  relidence  of  the  owner. 
The  flat.  1  J.  I,  c.  15.  f.  13,  which 
enables  the  commiffioners  to  affign 
debts  due  to  the  bankrupts,  directed 
that  the  fame  fhould  not  be  attached 
as  the  debt  of  the  bankrupt ,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  cuftom  of  the  city  of 
London,  or  otherwife.  The  align¬ 
ment  being  made  by  the  authority 
of  parliament,  every  fubjeCt  of  the 
kingdom  was  a  party  to  it,  inafmuch 
as  he  was  a  party  and  confenting  to 
an  act  of  parliament ;  and  having 
joined  in  the  allignment,  he  could 
not  be  permitted  to  controvert  it,  by 
attaching  the  debt  in  the  hands  of  the 
debtor;  and  if  by  means  of  an  attach¬ 
ment  he  received  the  money,  it  was 
received  to  the  ufe  of  the  affignees. 
The  words  of  the  ftatute  extended' 
to  all  foreign  attachments,  both  at' 
home  and  abroad,  in  countries  whe¬ 
ther  fubjeCt  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  or  jndependent  on  it.  As; 
debts  due  to  the  bankrupts  from  the 
fubjeCts  of  foreign  countries  paffedj 
under  the  affignment,  the  attach*! 
merits  muff  be  confidered  as  coex- 
tenfive  with  the  debts  mentioned  in 
the  ftatute.  It  had  been  objeCled, 
that  the  judgment  in  Pennsylvania 
was  final  and  conclulive,  and  bound  ■ 
the  property.  That  it  muff  be  fo  | 
underftood  between  the  debtor,  of  i 
whom  the  debt  was  recovered  by  I 
the  attachment,  and  the  original  ; 
creditor,  that  is,  the  bankrupt  and  > 
his  affignees,  was  not  to  be  difputedv  ; 
But  as  the  recovery  of  the  plaintiffs  : 
in  error,  otherwife  than  for  the  ufe  ! 
of  the  defendants,  the  affignees,  j 
would  be  in  violation  of  an  act  of  j 

parliament,  J 
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parliament,  fuch  recovery  mult  be 
taken  to  be  for  the  ufe -of  the  latter. 
Jn  the  prefenl  action,  indeed,  the 
judgment  of  the,court  in  Pennfyl- 
vania  was  affirmed;  and  another 
objedlion  had  been  made,  that  the 
reiidence  of  Crammond  in  America 
enabled  him  to  recover  his  debt, 
without  accounting  for  it  to  the 
aflignees.  To  this  the  anfwer  was, 
that  no  reiidence  in  foreign  parts 
could  exempt  a  Britifh  fubjedt  from 
the  operation  of  an  adt  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  much  lefs  an  occafional  reii¬ 
dence.  It  was  alio  objedted  to  the 
aliignees,  that  they  did  not  ftate 
their  claim  in  the  foreign  court, 
which  they  ought  to  have  done,  in- 
Head  of  bringing  their  adtion  here. 
It  was  not,  however,  ftated  in  the 
verdidt  that  they  had  notice  of  the 
proceedings  there.  No  Englilh  fub- 
jedt  could  be  affedled  by  the  proceed¬ 
ings  in  a  foreign  court,  without 
clear  and  direct  notice;  for  how¬ 
ever,  from  a  prefumption  of  notice, 
they  were  bound  by  the  proceedings 
in  our  oivn  courts,  no  fuch  prefump¬ 
tion  could  be  raifed  with  refpedt  to 
foreign  courts.  To  the  objedtion, 
that  in  many  inftances  the  bankrupt 
laws  of  this  country  did  not  operate 
in  another;  it  might  be  anfwered, 
that  though  to  fome  purpofes  they 
did  not,  yet  to  all  civil  purpofes  they 
did,  when  fuch  purpofes  were  neither 
repugnant  to  the  law  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  ltate,  nor  to  the  general  law 
ol  nations :  and  it  was  on  wife  prin¬ 
ciples  that  foreign  hates  acknow¬ 
ledged,  and  adted  according  to  the 
different  civil  relations  which  bub¬ 
bled  between  men  in  their  own 
country.  If,  then,  there  were  no 
law  of  the  particular  ftate,  nor  any 
law  of  nations  which  forbade  the 
operation  of  the  Englilh  bankrupt 
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laws  on  the  perfona'l  property  of  an 
Englilh  lubjedl,  wherever  it  was 
found,  there  was  nothing  to  reftrici 
the  comprehenllve  words  of  the  ita- 
tutes  13  El.  and  1  J.  1,  but  an  im¬ 
plied  power  in  a  foreign  country,  to> 
declare  that  an  Englilh  fubjedt  be¬ 
coming  bankrupt,  Ihould,  notwit h- 
handing,  continue  to  be  in  veiled 
with  all  his  rights,  and  in  the  en¬ 
joy  m  e  n  t  0  f  all  his  p r opef  ty ,  i  1 1  de- 
hance  of  thole  laws  to  which N he 
owed  lubmiffion.  But  fuch  a  power 
could  not  be  afiumed  by  any  foreigia 
hate,  nor  ought  this  country  to 
make,  to  any,  lb  important  a  fur- 
render. 


Right  of  the  Editors  of  Neuf papers 
topuhlijh  the  Proceedings  oj  Courts 
of  J  ujlice. 

SOME  time  ago  an  application 
was  made  to  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  for  an  information  againlt  a 
magihrate  of  the  name  of  Curry. — 
The  affidavit  on  which  this  appli¬ 
cation  was  founded,  contained  mat¬ 
ter  of  an  offenlive  nature  to  Mr. 
Curry.  An  account  of  what  palled 
in  court  on  the  occafion  was  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  Times:  Mr.  Curry, 
fuppoling  this  account  to  be  a  libel 
againlt  him,  brought  an  adtion  in 
the  Common  Pleas,  againlt  Mr. 
Walter,  the  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  paper. — The  canfe  having  been 
brought  before  a  jury,  and  both 
parties  having  gone  through  then- 
cafe,  chief  juftice  Eyre  fummed  up 
to  the  following  elfedt: — “  I  take  the 
“  queftion,  faid  he,  to  be  reduced  to 
“  this :  Whether  there  has  been  a 
“  publication  of  libellous  matter 
“  which  can  be  made  the  fubjedt  of 
“  an  adtion?  To  make  it  the  fub- 
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44  je<ft  of  an  adion,  the  publica- 
*4  tion  muH  be  in  itfelf  unlawful. 
“  This  matter  certainly  imputes, 
44  in  a  general  view,  fcandal  to  the 
u  party ;  but  the  publication  of 
44  what  palled  in  the  court  of  King's 
44  Bench,  in  a  judicial  cauie,  can 
44  never  in  itfelf  be  conlidered  as 
44  an  unlawful  publication  which 
44  can  bear  an  adion.  Let  ns  go 
44  one  Hep  farther,  and  fuppofe  that 
44  any  man  were  to  write  the  tranf- 
44  actions  of  the  court  of  King's 
44  Bench  of  that  day,  which  would 
44  include  an  account  of  this  motion  : 
**  on  the  fame  principle  that  it  was 
44  not  an  unlawful  publication  in  the 
44  court  of  King’s  Bench,  1  think  it 
44  muft  be  faid,  that  fuch  a  written 
44  account  would  not  be  an  unlawful 
44  publication,  becaule  this  motion 
44  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  was 
44  what  all  the  world  did  or  might 
44  hear  and  know ;  and  therefore  I 
44  imagine  a  reprefentation  of  it  in 
44  writing  could  hardly  be  deemed 
44  an  unlawful  publication;  a  more 
44  general  reprefentation  of  it  in  a 
44  newfpaper  is  but  carrying  it  one 
44  ftep  farther;  and  as  at  prelent 
*4  advifed,  it  appears  to  me  on  that 
44  principle,  that  a  true  reprefen ta- 
44  lion  in  a  newfpaper  of  that  which 
“  has  palled  in  a  court  of  juftice, 
44  cannot  be  deemed  an  unlawful 
4*  publication;  and  I  think  that 
“  will  go  to  the  ground  of  thisadiom 
44  But  for  the  fake  of  a  fubjed 
44  touched  oil  by  the  counfel  on  both 
“  Tides  (how  far  a  malicious  intern 
“  tion  is  necelfdry  to  lupport  an 
44  adieu  for  a  libel  r)  I  will  go  one 
44  ftep  farther;  I  have  faid,  if  a 
44  true  reprefentation  of  what  palled 
44  in  a  court  of  jultice  be  made  in  a 
44  newfpaper,  it  will  hardly  be  con- 
44  fidered  as  an  unlawful  publica- 


44  tion.  But  let  thofe  who  under- 
“  take  to  inform  the  public  of  what 
“  pafles  in  courts  of  juftice,  beware 
44  of  mifreprefentation.  For  if,  in 
44  order  to  gratify  the  curiofity  and 
44  avidity  of  the  public,  they  will 
44  load  their  papers  with  accounts 
44  which  they  colled  from  courts  of 
44  juftice;  if  they  will  write  cu-ri- 
44  oufly,  if  they  will  ftate,  as  mat- 
44  ters  of  fad,  what  was  only  Hated 
44  hypothetically,  or  ftate  more  than 
“  really  did  pals  in  court,  I  am  of 
44  opinion  the  publication  will  bfc 
44  criminal,  and  the  editor  mull  an- 
44  fwer  in  damages  without  being 
44  allowed  to  fay,  he  did  not  intend 
44  to  abufe  or  fcandalize  the  party. 
44  A  man  who  publilhes  a  falfehood 
44  of  anbther,  does  by  that  means 
44  fcandalize  him,  does  him  an  in- 
44  jury,  and  mult  make  fat  is  fad  ion 
44  for  it,  becaule  he  has  done  it; 
44  and  he  cannot  Ihelter  himfelf 
44  Under  any  intent  he  had  upon 
44  which  he  may  infill  he  is  inno- 
44  cent,  it  is  not  fufiicient  for  him 
“  to  fay,  I  did  this  in  the  courfe  of 
44  my  trade  and  bufinefs,  and  I  had 
44  no  perfonal  knowledge  of  the 
44  party  complaining :  I  employed 
44  my  printers  to  print  it,  and  other 
44  perlbns  I  employed  to  difperfe  it,  t 
44  and  all  this  has  happened  with- 
“  out  any  intention  of  mine. 

44  The  man,  who  employs  fuch 
44  people*  employs  them  at  his  pe- 
44  ril,  and  if  they  do  not  colled  what 
“  is  true,  and  he  publilhes  it,  he 
44  muft  anfwer  to  every  man  who 
44  is  lcandalized  by  fuch  a  publica- 
44  tion: 

44  'The  peace  and  good  order  of 
“  fociety,  and  the  general  ftate  of 
44  the  law,  require  that  it  Ihould  be 
“  fo  underllood.  He  may  fay  he  is 
44  innocent,  but  he  has  inflided  the 

44  wrong 
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u  wrong,  and  having  done  that, 
u  he  mult  make  hitisfaction.  That 
“  this  is  fo,  with  regard  to  all  civil 
u  confequences  and  civil  purpoies, 
“  is  the  cleared  thing  in  the  world. 
“  This  will  alfo  go  a  good  way  into 
“  the  criminal  law :  a  man  who  has 
“  plainly  and  direddly  broken  the 
“  law,  is  not  to  (belter  himfelf  under 
“  the  idea  that  his  mind  was  iilno- 
“  cent,  and  did  not  intend  the  in- 
“  jury ;  he  has  done  it,  and  mud 
therefore  make  atonement :  a  man 
“  might  commit  murder,  and  think 
“  he  was  ferving  God  in  the  doing 
“  of  it,  and  if  this  plea  were  to 
“  avail,  he  might  fay,  any  intentions 
“  were  pure  and  upright/' 


Copy  of  a  circular  Letter  to  the  Lieu¬ 
tenants  of  Counties  on  the  Sea 
Coajt;  dated  Whitehall ,  Novem¬ 
ber  5,  1796'. 

My  Lord, 

AS  it  would  materially  add  to  the 
difficulties  which  already  oppofe 
thernfelves  to  any  attempts,  which 
k  is  podible  the  enemy  may  be 
nduced  to  make  upon  our  coaft,  if 
:he  live  and  dead  dock  of  individuals 
"eliding  near  the  fea-coad  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  indantly  removed 
.uid  lee u red,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
proprietors,  I  am  commanded  to 
"ecornmend  it  to  your  lordfhip  to  cx- 
srt  your  influence  in  caufing  to  be 
nadc  out,  as  fpeedily  as  podible,  an 
account  of  live  and  dead  dock,  in 
nch  of  the  parifhes  of  the  county  of 
-ttdex  as  are  within  ten  or  twelve 
idles  of  the  leaf 

With  refpedt  to  the.  mode  of  mak¬ 
ing  out  the  account  required,  I 
ake  this  opportunity  of  tranfmit- 
ing  to  your  lordfhip  the  form  in 
'hieh  it  has  been  executed  bv  the 
Vo l.  XXXVI If, 
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voluntary  exertions  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  county  of  Dorfet;  and 
fhall  beg  to  fubmit  it  for  your 
lordlhip’s  confideration  and  adop¬ 
tion,  nnlefs  where  it  may  be  found 
neceflary  fo  deviate  from  it,  in  cou¬ 
ld  quence  of  local  ci  ream  dances  and 
fituations. 

With  refped!  to  the  mode  in 
which  it  is  propofed  to  remove 
fuch  live  and  dead  dock,  in  cafe  it 
Ihould  be  neceflary,  your  Iordlhip 
will  communicate  with  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  didribt  in 
which  the  county  of  Suflex  lies,  and 
’  will  concert  with  him  fuch  previous 
meafures  for  this  purpofe  as  may  be 
judged  requifite. 

The  meeting  which  I  have  defired 
your  lordfliip  to  call  on  the  fubjebfc 
ot  my  circular  letter  of  this  day's 
date,  will  aflord  you  an  opportunity 
of  fubmitting  this  letter  to  the  con¬ 
fideration  of  the  deputy- lieutenants 
and  the  magidracy  of  the  county  of 
Suflex,  and  will  comfequentlv  lead 
to  the  immediate  adoption  of  fuch 
meafures  as  fhall  be  neceflary  to  en¬ 
able  the  return  to  be  made,  which 
I  am  perfuad'ed  your  lordfhip  will 
be  of  opinion  is  fo  much  to  be  wifli- 
ed  for. 

I  am  further  to  inform  your  lord¬ 
fliip,  that  the  lords  commiffioners  of 
the  treafury  have  received  his  lira- 
jedy's  'pleafure,  that  they  fhould 
take  fuch  previous  meafures  as  may 
be  neceflary  for  defraying  any  ex- 
pences  which  may  arife,  in  confe- 
quence  of  luch  podible  removal  of 
live  and  dead  dock  as  I  have  fup- 
pofed,  as  well  as  of  any  particular 
Ioffes  which  may  eventually  be  oe- 
cafloned thereby. 

Although  this  circum dance'  is 
fuch  as  mud  obviate  every  podible 
objection  to  the  meafure,  I  am  ne- 
verthelefs  confident,  that  all  thole 
*  K  whom 
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whom  it  may  concern  would,  ex- 
clufively  of  every  perfonal  confidera- 
tion  or  motive,  join  with  the  utmoft 
alacrity  in  the  execution  of  a  mea¬ 
sure  which  has  for  its  objedt  the  ge¬ 
neral  fafety  of  the  country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Portland. 


'Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the 
Lord  Mnvor. 

Douming-jlrect,  1 fl  Dec. 

My  Lord, 

1  TAKE  the  liberty  of  tranfmit- 
ting  to  your  lordfhip  a  copy  of  a 
letter  which  1  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  write  to  the  governor  and 
deputy  governor  of  the  bank,  and  of 
the  memorandum  therein  referred  to, 
which  it  is  their  intention  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  a  court  of  proprietors  this  day. 
1  have  the  fatisfadion  of  thinking 
that  the  plan  therein  fuggefted  is 
likely  to  receive  the  greateft  coun¬ 
tenance  from  many  great  mercan¬ 
tile  bodies  and  refpedable  houfes  in 
the  metropolis. 

The  repeated  proofs  which  the 
citizens  of  London  have  given  of 
their  zeal  and  public  fpirit,  leave 
me  no  doubt,  that,  if  it  appears 
likely  to  promote  the  interefls  of 
the  country  at  this  important  cri- 
lis,  it  will  receive  their  cheerful 
fupport  in  their  individual  capacity, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  corporate  bo¬ 
dy,  and  of  the  different  public  com¬ 
panies.  It  is  utmeceffary  for  me  to 
Hate  the  effect  which  luck  an  ex¬ 
ample  would  produce  throughout 
the  kingdom.  With  this  view  I 
would  lequeft  your  lordfhip,  if  you 
fee  no  impropriety  in  the  meafure, 
to  take  m  Ijpeedily  as  poffible  fuch 


fteps  as  you  may  think  moft  adv 
fable  for  bringing  the  fubjedt  u 
der  the  confideration  of  the  comm* 
council,  and  of  the  different  publ 
companies,  and  for  afcertaining 
what,  extent  they  may  be  inclined 
contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  tl 
plan,  in  the  event  of  its  reeeivii 
the  approbation  of  parliament. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
s  W.  Pit 


Copy  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  E, 
chequer's  Letter  read  at  the  Bank 

THAT  under  the  prefent  ci 
cumflances  it  feemed  peculiarly  n 
ceflary  that  provifien  fhould  be  mat 
for  the  fervices  of  the  enfuing  yea 
without  having  recourfe  to  the  a 
cuftomed  way  of  raifing  money  by 
loan,  at  the  prefent  price  of  tl 
funds.  It  was  therefore  in  conter 
plation  to  propofe  to  parliame 
that  one-fourth  of  the  income  of  i 
dividuals  of  a  certain  clafs  fhould  I 
applied  to  that  purpofe,  to  be  r 
paid  according  to  the  terms  fpe( 
fled  in  the  inclofed  memorandiu 
There  were  firong  reafons  to  belie, 
that  many  gentlemen  would  volu] 
tarily  fubfcribe  a  larger  proporti< 
than  what  might  be  required  , 
them,  but  the  extent  of  contribute 
greatly  depended  on  the  exampl 
that  might  be  given,  particular 
on  that  which  might  be  held  0 
by  the  bank  of  England.  He  ther 
fore  earneflly  hoped  that  the  cou 
of  directors  of  the  governor  ai 
company  of  the  bank  of  Englar 
and  the  proprietors,  impreffed  wi 
that  zeal  which  they  had  alvva 
manifefled  for  the  public  good,  ai 
convinced  of  the  importance  of  tl 
prefent  crifis,  would  be  induced 
take  the  lead  in  a  meafure  fo  high 
conducive  to  the  maintenance 

publ 
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public  credit,  and  which  would 
ftrongly  tend  to  the  acceleration  of 
a  permanent  and  honourable  peace. 


Petition  of  Sir  Francis  Blake  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  prefented  by 
Mr.  Grey,  8 t/i  February ,  i 796. 

To  the.  Honourable  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament 
aflembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  fub- 
feribing  party, 

Prayeth, 

THAT  your  petitioner  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  by  this  honourable  houle  to 
Iketeh,  for  their  confideration,  the 
outline  of  an  arrangement,  which 
takes  for  its  aim  the  political  fal- 
vation  of  this  country,  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  community  at  large, 
and  of  every  individual,  and  which 
nropofes  to  work  its  effect  by  means, 
which  are  apparently,  both  eafy, 
certain,  fafe,  and  honourable.  And 
your  petitioner  further  prayeth,  that 
it  may  be  permitted  him  to  hate  to 
this  honourable  houfe,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  their  more  ready  determina¬ 
tion,  the  reafons  which  have  influ¬ 
enced  him  to  fuppofe  the  arrange¬ 
ment  in  queftion  to  be  fraught  with 
the  benefits  fuggefted  by  him — ■ 
which  are  briefly  as  follow : 

That  from  fources  of  information 
the  belt  within  his  reach,  it  has  ap¬ 
peared  to  the  complete  fatisfadio.11 
ol  your  petitioner — That  trade  is 
not  an  objed,  which  by  any  poflible 
human  contrivance  can  be  made 
amenable  to  the  payment  of  any 
tax,  that  can  alfed  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned  in  its  management,  inafmuch 
as  the  parties  fo  concerned,  can  al¬ 
ways  contrive  to  relieve  themfelves 
by  fritting  the  weight,  which  in  that 
safe  muft  ultimately  and  principally 


fall  upon  the  proprietors  of  land, 
who  have  no  fuch  means  of  fhifting 
the  weight. 

That  uniformly  as  the  trade  of  the 
nation  has  more  or  lefs  flourifhecf, 
the  territorial  rental  has  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  and  in  fome  fuch  proportion 
been  obferved  to  advance. 

That  in  the  year  fixteen  hundred, 
the  territorial  rental  did  not  exceed 
fix  millions  per  annum. 

That  from  the  year  fixteen  hun¬ 
dred  to  fixteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  under  all  the  difficulties  and 
diflrelfes  of  the  intervening  fpacc, 
the  trade  of  the  country  increafed, 
and  the  rental  advanced  from  fix  to 
fouiteen  millions  per  annum. 

Computing,  therefore,  by  the 
vaft  increafe  of  trade,  from  the 
period  laft  named  to  the  prefent 
time,  comprifing  a  feries  of  years 
for  the  mod  part  favourable,  the 
final  refult  mult  be,  that  the  prefent 
rental  cannot  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
to  fall  ihort  of  fifty  millions  per  an¬ 
num  ;  which  led  of  courfe  to  the 
following  conclufions  : 

That  the  way  to  advance  the 
land  is  to  give  every  poffible  encou¬ 
ragement  to  trade. 

That  the  way  to  deprefs  the  land 
is  to  burden  trade. 

That  to  burden  trade  is,  in  effefr, 
to  burden  land  befides  depreffing  it. 

Taking,  therefore,  the  prefent 
territorial  rental  at  fifty  millions 
per  annum  :  the  funded  rental  at 
ten  millions ;  the  two  together  at 
fixty  millions  per  annum;  the  pre- 
fent  payments  to  government  at  fif¬ 
teen  millions  per  annum  ;  the  pref- 
fure  of  thofe  payments  on  the  rental 
named,  as  authorized  by  general  ac¬ 
knowledgment,  at  fifteen  fliillings 
in  the  pound,  your  petitioner  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  reafon  upon  thofe  data 
as  follows  : 

*K  2 
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If  it  be  true  that  the  territorial 
and  funded  rental  is  fixty  millions 
per  annum, 

Then  is  it  true,  alfo,  that  five 
Shillings  in  the  pound,  on  fueh  a 
rental,  will  raile  a  revenue  of  fifteen’ 
millions. 

If  it  be  true  that  we  now  pay  ten* 
/hillings  in  the  pound  to  raile  a  re¬ 
venue  of  fifteen  millions. 

Then  is  it  true  alfo,  that  we  pay 
five  /hillings  in  the  pound  more 
than  we  have  any  occafion  to  pay. 

If  it  be  time  that  the  trading  part 
of  the  nation  can  always  contrive  to 
create  for  themfelves  an  exemption 
fromftate  burdens. 

Then  it  is  true  alfo,  that  the 
landed  aneT  funded  proprietors  are,> 
and  have  all-  along,  to  their  ir repai¬ 
rable  lots,  been  the  principal,  if  not 
the  foie  paymasters  of  all  impofts, 
and  confequeirtly  that  little  or  no 
injury  will  be  done  to  that  body  of 
men,  but  that  great  and  Lifting  ad- 
Vantage1  will  accrue  to  them,  and  to 
their '  pofterity,  by  changing  the 
mode,  as  here  propofed,  of  collect¬ 
ing  the  revenue. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,-  moft 
humbly  prays,-  that  he  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  and  authorized  to  charge  his 
real  eftates  with  the  payment  of 
thirty  thoufand  pounds,  or  with  the 
payment  of  fuch  other  fum,  be  the 
fame  more  or  lefts,  as  may  be'  ascer¬ 
tained  by  this  honourable  houfe,  to 
be  his  proportionate  /hare  of  the 
public  debt,  fuppofing  the  faid  pub¬ 
lic  debt  to  be  parcelled  out  for  pay¬ 
ment  among  the  l’everal  proprietors 
of  lands',  houfes,  mines,-  waters, 
tythes,  rents,  in-  any  way  arifing 
therefrom,  monies  fo  fe cured,  and 


public  funds. 

And  your  petitioner  farther  prays, 
that  his  Paid  eftates  may  be  made 
fubiect  to  the  payment  of  mtereft  $»• 
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the  fum  to  be  fo- charged  as  akwej 
at  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  cent, 
or  any  other  rate  of  mtereft,  be  the 
fame  more  or  lei's,  which  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  this  honourable  houie  to  be 
his  proportionate  (hare  of  the  annual 
charge  of  the  faid  public  debt,  lup- 
pofing  the  fame  to  be  transferred  us 
aforefaid* 

And  your  petitioner  further  prays, 
that  he  may  be  permitted  and  au¬ 
thorized  to  pay  in  future  his  propor¬ 
tionate  /hare  of  the  civil  lift  and 
peace  eftabli/hment,  By  an  annual 
pound  rate,  the  quantum  of  which 
pound  rate  to  be  afeertained  by  this 
honourable  houfe,  in  like  manner  as 
before  has  been  mentioned. 

And  your  petitioner  further  pray?', 
that  as  often  as  the  exigences  of  go¬ 
vernment  may  provide  a  further  aid, 
he  may  be  permitted  and  authorized 
to  pay  his  proportionate  /bare  of  the 
fame,  by  fuch  an  additional  pound 
rate  as  may  be  afeertained  by  this 
honourable  houfe  to  be  fufficient  to 
accumulate  the  fum  which  would- 
fail  to  his  lot  of  payment,  fuppoling 
the  whole  annual  fuy ply  to  be  railed 
within  the  year,  and  parcelled  out 
for  payment  among  the  feveral  pro¬ 
prietors  afor-efaid. 

Andy  our  petitioner  further  prays, 
that  be  may  be  permitted  and'  au¬ 
thorized  to  make  fuch  temporary^ 
and  fuch  permanent  payments,,  as- 
liave  been  feverally  named  and  al¬ 
ien  ted  to  on  liis- part,  by  half  yearly 
iiiftaknents,  and  that  the  fame  may 
be  declared  to  be  accepted  hr  lull 
fa tis faction  of  his  proportionate  lliare 
of  all  taxes,  cultoms,  duties  and  par¬ 
liamentary  impofts,  laid  already,  or 
which  may  be  laid  on  the  fubjehts 
of  this  country,  or  their  concerns-. 

And  your  petitioner  /hall  ever 
pray. 


Francis  Blaks. 
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'POPULAR  MEETINGS. 
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‘London  Correiponding  Society.: 
hCopy  of  a  Circular  better  'to  all 

the  Patriotic  Societies  in  Great 

* Britain . 

Committee  P\.oom , 
Nov.  7,  •!  795. 

Citizens, 

ERE  this  will  reach  you,  you  will 
no  doubt  have  acquired  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  nature  and  te-n- 
-dency  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
-Louie  of  lords,  and  me  h alien  to 
give  you  a  defcription  of  the  Rate' of 
the  public  mind  in  London.  Ap- 
•prehending  that  every  artifice  of 
mifrep refen tation  -will  be  uled  in 
•  order  to  overawe  the  country,  you 
•may  reft  allured  the  bill  will  meet 
with  the -moft  vigorous  and  -deter¬ 
mined  oppofition,  from  every  de¬ 
fcription  of  men  .who  have  ever  p ro¬ 
de  lied,  in  any  degree  whatever,  an 
attachment , to  the  caufe  of  liberty.; 
it  has  already  produced  in  London 
a  union  which  -promifes  the  moll 
beneficial  effects.  All  thofe  diftinc- 
4  ions  which  were  derived  from  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion  on  the  neceffary 
•degree  of  reform-;  ail  perfonalities ; 
in  Ihort,  every  confideration  what¬ 
ever,  except  the-necdlity  of  flopping 
its  progrefs  and  battling  its  -effects, 
are  now  proftrated. 

Long  has  it  been  taught  by  every 
.political  philofopher,  that  the  go¬ 
vernmental'  a  free  country  is  the 
•creature  of  the  people.  It  will  for 
•ever  do  honour  to  our  anceftors, 
that  until  the  prefen t  age,  they  were 
more  a&ive  than  any  other  nation, 
in  propagating  this  doctrine;  hut  ip 
apportion  to  the  voice  of  reafon,  if 
has  conftantly  happened,  that  by 
much  the  greatell  part  of  the  world 
has  groaned  under  the  galling  yoke 
ot  deipotifm;  and  it  has  been  the 


^  t  <5  «, 

uniform  practice  of  tyrants,  and 
their  minifters,  to  ffpeak  and  acl  as 
if  they  confidered  the  -people  to  be 
the  creature  of  government. 

vy 

The  ccnllitution  of  our  country- 
lias  been,  for  many  ages,  a  mixture 
of  Saxon  liberty  and  Norman  fla- 
very;  'and,  as  thefe  op.poiite  prin¬ 
ciples  have  been,  at -different  times, 
Supported  with  -different  degrees  of 
ifuccefs,  the  people  have  been  treat¬ 
ed,  at'one  time  as  freemen,  at  ano¬ 
ther  as  llavesg  but  the  point  is  now 
at  iffue,  which  of  thefe  principles 
Until  be  permanently  eftabliffied  un¬ 
der  the  namemfdaw. 

Happy  fliould  we  be,  could  we 
}jut  the  following  queftions  to  every 
individual  of  our  fellow  countrymen.. 
Will  you  content  that  the  political 
improvement  of  five  centuries  be  at 
one  ltroke  annihilated,  and  that  our 
laws  and  confutation  fliall  relapfe. 
into  that  Rate  of  barbarous  ambi¬ 
guity — that  fyilem  of  conftnictive 
treafon,  which  prevailed. in  the  ty¬ 
rannical  reign  of  Edward  thedecond, 
of  which,  in  the  ^preamble  of  the 
thirty-firll  of  Edward  the  third,  it 
is  jullly  faid,  that  no  man’s  dife  was 
fate,  becaufe  no  man  -knew  what 
was  legal,  and  what  was  illegal? 
Are  you  willing  to  grant  to  that 
government,  w-bofe  meafures  have 
avowedly  brought  you  to  the  brink 
of  famine,  the  power  of  telling  you 
when  you  may  meet?  When  you 
Jhall  Jhun  each  other?  When  you 
may  l’pea.k,  when  you  mvjt  be  filent? 
What  you  may  hear?  What  you 
may  read  ?  In  Ihort, will  you  content 
to  ufe  or  difufe  at  their  di  fere  t  ion 
every  means  of  intelle&ual  improve¬ 
ment?  We  Lave  determined  to  hold 
a  general  meeting  next  Tburfday^ 
and  we  requeft  you  to  ufo  eveiy 
means  by  which  yo&  can  awaken 
your  neighbours  'to  a  jull  fenfe  o£ 
*£3 
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the  dangers  attending  the  prefect 
jbilj. 

Signed  in  the  name,  and  by  order 
of  the  London,  Correfpondmg 
Society. 

J.  Ashley,  Secretary. 

A.  Galloway,  Affifi.  Sec. 

I\  S.  We  are  fending  a  copy  of 
this  letter  to  each  of  our  correfpon- 
dents ;  we  mean  to  offer  one  to  every 
patriotic  newfpaper  in  London  ;  and 
we  with  you  to  co-operate  with  us, 
in  giving  it  every  poffible  degree  of 
publicity. 


London  Correfponding  Society,-'' 

To  the  Briti/h  Nation . 

The  Reply  of  the  London  Corre- 
fponding  Society  to  the  Calumnies 
propagated  by  perfons  in  High 
Authority,  for  the  purpofe  of  fur - 
vi/hing  pretences  for  the  pending 
Convention  Bill. 

PERHAPS  nothing  has  a  greater 
tendency  to  inflame  the  irritation  of 
the  public  mind,  and  deftroy  en¬ 
tirely  that  confidence  of  a  people  in 
the  juftice  and  wifdom  of  their  go¬ 
vernment,  without  which  no  autho¬ 
rity  can  be  refpeCted — no  confuta¬ 
tion  fecure—  than  the  practice  fo 
frequently  appealed  to  by  factious 
and  ufurping  minifters,  of  charging 
every  accidental  intemperance — 
every  unpremeditated  outrage  (from 
what  quarter  foever  it  may  arife) 
,  upon  thole,  who  from  their  zeal  in 
the  caufe  of  human  liberty  and  hap- 
pinefs,  have  the  boldnefs  to  expofe 
their  defigns,  and  counteract  their 
meafures. 

Artifices  fo  bafe  and  ungenerous 
are  fomethnes  fo  far  fuccefsful,  as 
to  delude  a  confiderable  portion  of 


the  people,  and  to  enable  a  minifter 
to  carry  into  effeCt  the  arbitrary  and 
tyrannical  meafures,  which,  with¬ 
out  the  affiftance  of  fuch  expedients, 
he  might  never  have  had  the  cou¬ 
rage  to  bring  forward.  But  the 
public  mind  cannot  be  long  abufed 
by  delufions  fupported  only  by  the 
vague  and  unfounded  affertions  of  a 
faCtion  however  powerful;  the  peo¬ 
ple,  thus  defrauded  of  their  liber¬ 
ties,  cannot  long  remain  infenfible 
of  their  folly;  and  their  fury  and 
indignation  at  the  lofs  they  have 
fuftained,  is  naturally  encreafed  by 
the  remembrance  of  the  impofition 
that  has  been  put  upon  them,  and 
the  inful t  that  has  been  offered  to 
,  their  underltandings. 

To  urimafk  fuch  delufions,  there¬ 
fore,  and  refute  fuch  groundlefs  ca¬ 
lumnies,  ere  it  be  too  late,  is  one  of 
the  mofl  folemn  duties  which  the 
real  friends  of  peace  and  order  can 
be  called  upon  to  fulfil;  and  to 
neglect  this  folemn  duty  were  a 
crime  of  the  higheiL  magnitude,  at 
once  again!!  the  government  and 
the  people. 

Of  this  violation  of  duty  we  1 
might  juftly  be  charged,  if  over¬ 
awed  by  the  power  and  political 
confequence  of  our  calumniators,  i 
we  negleCt  to  feize  an  early  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  rebutting  the  groundlefs 
falfehoods  that  have  been  infidioufly 
directed  again!!  us,  by  broad  infi- 
nuations,  at  leaft,  in  the  late  pro¬ 
clamation,  and  by  the  direCt  affer- 
tions  of  perfons  in  the  higher  poits 
of  confidence  and  power.  Nay, 
when  we  confider  the  audacious  at¬ 
tack  made  upon  the  liberties  and 
conftitutioq  qf  the  country,  by  the 
bill  now  pending  in  the  houfe  ol 
lords,  and  as  a  foundation  for  which 
thefe  calumnies  have  been  advanced, 
vvq  cannot  hut  conceive  that  (Hence 

upon 
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apon  the  prefent  fubjed  would  be 
in  reality  one  of  thofe  ads  of  con- 
itrudiye  treafon,  which  it  is  the  ap¬ 
parent  intention  of  this  bill  once 
more  to  naturalize  among  us.  It 
would  be,  in  fad,  joining  in  the 
confpiracy  againft  the  conftitution, 
eftablifhed  at  the  revolution,  in 
1688,  and  by  virtue  of  which  the 
Houle  of  Brunfwick  was  feated  on 
the  Britifh  throne. 

The  London  Correfponding  So¬ 
ciety  has  not  been  in  the  habit  of 
being  abafhed  by  authoritative  ca¬ 
lumny,  or  daunted  by  illegal  perfe¬ 
ction.  With  the  fury  of  thefe  it 
has  always  had  to  contend  from  its 
firft  inftitution  to  the  prefent  hour, 
and  the  firmnefs  with  which  it  has 
refilled  reiterated  Ihocks,  and  the 
judicial  detedion  which  the  flander- 
ous  abufe  of  its  accufers  experienced 
on  a  late  occafion,  might  naturally 
have  been  expeded  to  have  fur- 
siifhed  fome  fecurity  againft  the  re¬ 
petition  of  malicious  and  unfounded 
charges,  direded  apparently  againft 
this  affociation  in  particular,  but 
levelled  in  reality  againft  the  yet 
unlubverted  liberties  of  the  country. 

But  thefe  hopes,  however  rati¬ 
onal,  have  been  disappointed,  as  has 
indeed  every  hope  which  the  friends 
of  liberty  and  humanity  have  fuc- 
cefiively  entertained  from  the  pre¬ 
fent  adminiftratioo.  Calumnious 
forgery,  the  common  war-hoop  of 
perfection  and  inquifitorial  ufurpa- 
tion,  is  again  appealed  to,  and  the 
tumultuary  excelTes  of  an  aggrieved 
and  uninformed  populace  (aggravat¬ 
ed  by  the  hired  agents  of  thofe  who 
have  a  fecret  intereft  in  the  outrages 
which  the  friends  of  liberty  and 
reafon  cannot  but  deplore)  are 
boldly  and  fiagitioufly  charged  upon 
&  fpciety,  the  regularity  and  good 
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order  of  whofe  proceedings  have 
ever  been  confpicqous  to  all  who> 
haye  attended  their  meetings;  and 
whofe  profefted  and  real  objed  (for 
they  are  neither  minifters  nor  cour  j 
tiers,  and  their  profeffions  and  in° 
tentions  are  the  fame)  is  to  preferve 
tranquillity,  by  difteminating  infor¬ 
mation,  and  to  promote  the  caufe  ' 
of  liberty,  by  a  firm  and  temperate 
expofition  of  the  invafions  of  tyran¬ 
nical  corruption,  and  the  confequent 
miferies  of  an  opprefted  and  over- 
burthened  people. 

Comparing  together,  as  we  do, 
our  intentions  and  conduct  with  the 
bafe  calumnies  that  are  heaped  upon 
us — confcious  of  the  purity  and  le¬ 
gality  of  our  intentions,  and  com¬ 
paring  the  regularity  of  our  conduct 
with  the  bafe  aflertions  of  our  ene¬ 
mies,  we  cannot  but  mix  fome  in¬ 
dignation  with  our  furprize,  while 
we  call  aloud  with  the  confci¬ 
ous  pride  of  injured  innocence  up¬ 
on  our  accufers  fox  the  proofs  of 
that  criminal  accufation  which  they 
have  fo  boldly  made ;  at  the  fame 
time,  we  take  the  liberty  of  re¬ 
minding  thofe  accufers,  that  if  they 
have  no  fuch  proofs  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  (which  we  know  they  cannot 
have,  for  proofs  and  falfehoods  are 
antidotes  which  can  never  be  recon¬ 
ciled),  the  public  niind  may  for  a 
while  be  ftartlefl  by  the  effrontery 
of  their  aflertions ;  but  that  indig¬ 
nation  and  contempt  inevitably  fuc- 
ceed  as  foon  as  the  firft  torpor  has 
fubfided.  We  remind  therm  alfo, 
that  there  is  no  magic  in  authority, 
by  which  in  the  eyes  of  refleding 
men,  unfupported  aftertion  can  be 
converted  into  the  femblance  of 
fad ;  yet,  that  falfe  accufations  may 
fometimes  be  fo  flagitious,  and  the 
views  with  which  they  are  ad- 
®K  4  vacced 
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vanced  fo  obvious  and  profligate,  as 
to  bring  the  authority  that  endea¬ 
vours  to  fupport  them  into  abfolute 
difcredit  with  every  liberal  and  can¬ 
did  mind. 

Confidering,  therefore,  that  the 
accufation  againd  us  is  totally  unr 
fupported  by  any  evidence,  it  is 
iiidicient  for  us  to  deny,  as  pofi- 
tiyely  as  our  accufers  have  affirmed, 
that  there  was  any  fort  of  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  meeting  at  Copen¬ 
hagen  houfe,  and  the  illegal  and  tu¬ 
multuary  proceedings  of  the  frit 
day  of  the  prefent  feflion  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  And  when  the  convenient 
MEMORY  and  TRIED  YE  R  A  CITY  of 
our  accufers  is  remembered,  we 
truf£  we  may  call  with  confidence 
upon  the  public,  to  pay  as  much 
credit  to  our  denial,  as  to  their  af¬ 
firmation. 

But  we  flop  not  here.  We  fo- 
lemnly  appeal  to  the  publicity  and 
known  regularity  of  all  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  our  very  numerous  fo- 
ciety — we  appeal  to  thofe  folemn 
invocations  in  behalf  of  peace  and 
good  order,  which  we  repeatedly 
made  at  the  meeting  fp  unjuftly  ca¬ 
lumniated  ;  and  the  ft  rung  argu¬ 
ments  that  were  elaborately  en¬ 
forced,  to  fhew  the  necelTity  of  ob- 
ierving  the  molt  ft  riel  legality  in 
our  purfuit  of  parliamentary  re¬ 
form,  and  to  clemonftrate  that  all 
tumult  and  violence  were,  in  reality, 
favourable  only  to  the  views  and 
©bje&s  of  the  rnipider,  whom  we 
firmly  believed  (and  it  is  now  evi¬ 
dent,  as  the  fun  at  noon,'  that  our 
belief  was  well  founded),  only  want¬ 
ed  the  pretences,  which  fuch  events 
might  furnilh,  to  make  frefli  inva- 
lion  upon  our  liberties,  and  edablith 
defpotifm  on  the  ruin  of  popular 
$TocIation, 


We  appeal  alfo  to  the  miferies  of 
the  country,  and  the  ruin  in  which 
it  is  involved  by  this  war  of  unpa¬ 
ralleled  fury  and  devastation;  and 
call  upon  the  candid  and  impartial 
of  every  party  ferioufly  to  anfwer, 
whether  the  halving  wretchednefs 
of  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  does 
not  in  reality  furnilh  a  more  eafy 
and  obvious  iblution  of  the  event  fo 
univerfally  deplored,  than  the  ftale 
pretence  that  reafon  and  truth  are 
the  promoters  of  tumult,  and  falfe- 
hood  and  ignorance  the  only  prefer- 
vatives  of  the  public  peace  ?  We 
appeal  alfo  to  the  experience  of  pad 
hiftory  in  fupport  of  our  aflfertion, 
that  tumult  and  ini’urredion  (always 
frequent  in  feafons  of  great  national 
calamity)  have  uniformly  com- 
jnenced  not  among  thofe  who  liave 
affociated  lor  the  purpofes  of  en¬ 
quiry,  but  frojn  thofe  who  are  both 
too  miferable  and  too  ignorant  to 
appeal  to  fo  rational  a  mode  of  con¬ 
duct.  And  finally,  we  call  upon 
miniders  to  perui’e  with  attention 
the  ETfay  of  the  great  lord  Bacon, 
upon  the  caufes  of  lediticms  and 
troubles,  and  to  treafure  in  their 
minds  the  important  admonition  of 
that  enlightened  politician  and  phi- 
lofoplier — That,  of  all  rebellious, 
“  thofe  of  the  belly  are  the  word.” 

To  conclude,  The  London  Cor- 
refponding  Society,  in  the  mod  fo¬ 
lemn  and  public  manner,  difavow, 
dilclaim,  and  reprobate  the  attack 
faid  to  have  been  made  on  the  per- 
fon  of  the  chief  magidrate-:  and 
they  lubjoin  it  as  their  condant, 
and  yet  unfhaken  maxim,  that  the 
only  way  to  promote  the  etude  of 
liberty  and  human  hdppinefs  is,  to 
refpedt  the  laws  and  condituted  au¬ 
thorities  of  their  country,  at  the 
|ame  time  that  they  perfevere  m 
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die  moft  undaunted  refolution  of  de¬ 
manding  the  reftoration  of  their 
rights — the  reform  of  growing 
abides. 

By  order  of  the  general  com¬ 
mittee. 

J.  Bin  ns,  chairman  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  at  Copenhagep-houi'e. 

J.  Asiiley,  Secretary. 


Add  refs  to  the  Nation. 

Friends  and  fellow  Citizens! 

AFTER  the  lapfe  of  more  than  a 
twelvemonth,  replete  with  fearful 
agitation  and  alarm,  the  London 
Corresponding  Society,  ltill  firm 
in  its  principles,  and  faithful  to  its 
original  purpofe,  again  offers  itfelf 
to  your  notice,  and  iblicits  your  im¬ 
mediate  attention.  Never  at  any¬ 
time,  from  the  rude  inftitutions  of 
uncultivated  ignorance,  to  the  more 
polithed  periods  of  modern  refine¬ 
ment,  has  there  been  fubmitted  to 
the  confideration  of  man  a  more 
awful  or  a  more  critical  moment ! 
It  is,  indeed,  a  moment  worthy  of 
lerious  deliberation.  To.  be  guilt v 

Cl/'*  ^  v 

of  raflmels  or  intemperance  would 
ferve  only  to  prejudice  and  inflame; 
yet  to  be  wholly  filent,  would  be¬ 
tray  a  criminal  indifference. 

While  the  flow,  yet  fteady  pro- 
greffion  of  human  improvement,  by 
excAaig  curiofity,  and  awakening 
enquiry,  has  produced  in  all  coun¬ 
tries  an  ipfenfible  revolution  of  opi¬ 
nion :  mankind,  as  yet  unaccuflomed 
to  great  and  novel  changes,  has  too 
often  been  inclined  to  treat  them  as 
visionary  and  impracticable,  and  has 
refuted  to  countenance  and  approve 
what  it  has  not  yet  experienced. 
Hence  may  we  readily  account  for 
the  exiftence  and  perpetuatiop  of 
abufes,  wliich,  having  originated  in 


ignorance,  are  afterwards  conti¬ 
nued  from  habit,  and  fupported  by 
folly  ;  hence  may  we  be  eafily  led 
to  diftinguifh  that  fervile  and  ac¬ 
commodating  dil’pofition  which  pre¬ 
fers  a  partial  evil  to  an  uncertain 
good,  and  contents  itfelf  with  pur- 
l'uing  the  beaten  track  of  uniformity, 
while  it  dreads  to  enter  into  the  un¬ 
known,  though  alluring  path  of  in-, 
novation. 

But,  with  nations  as  with  indivi¬ 
duals,  it  fometimes  happens,  that 
the  hour  of  danger  is  the  hoar  of  in¬ 
quiry  ;  and  what  would  have  been 
withheld  from  the  calm  rernon- 
ftrances  of  realbn,  is  often  yielded 
to  the  ftrong  impulfe  of  neceflily. 

At  fuch  a  time,  and  in  l'o  critical 
a  fltuation,  the  colli! ion  of  contend¬ 
ing  interefts,  and  the  rude  lliock  of 
adverfe  powers,  are  for  awhile  the 
only  arguments  of  application,  and, 
the  only  effectual  means  of  redrefs  ! 
All  deliberation  is  l'ulpended,  and 
the  mind  looks  forward  with  a 
fearful  horror  to  the  termination  of 
the  dreadful  contefl!  Happy  the 
nation  which,  by  lenient  and  gentle 
methods,  can  fuperfede  the  neceffity 
of  l'o  -defperate  a  remedy!  Happy 
the  people  who  are  not  compelled  to 
recur  to-  this  ultimate  and  awful 
appeal ! 

To  prevent  confuflon,  and  preferve 
tranquillity,  is  the  indifpenfableaJuty 
of  every  individual,  who  would  en¬ 
joy  the  comforts  and  protection  of 
civil  fociety;  it  is  neceffary,  there¬ 
fore,  that  he  fhould  at  all  times, 
and  at  all  hazards,  exert  his  utmoll 
to  warn  his  fellow  citizens  of  their 
impending  danger,  and  oppole  the 
artful  and  ambitious  defigns  of  thofe 
\vho,  under  miferable  pretexts,  would 
enllave  anddeftroy  his  country.  Jt 
is  not  enough  that  he  fliould  boldly 
dilleminate  his  opinions  and  propa¬ 
gate 
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gate  his  principles;  that  he  fhould, 
adbciate  with  men  of  fimilar  l’enti- 
ments  and  fimilar  views ;  but  he 
mult  alfo,  if  occafion  require,  cheer¬ 
fully  content  to  be  fele&ed  from  the 
aggregate  mats,  and  die  in  their 
defence! 

'  it  is  now  near  four  years  fince  we 
drft  called  your  attention  to  the  cir- 
©umftances  of  the  times,  and  to  the 
Situation  of  your  country  :  if  it  were 
necefiary  then  to  aflociate,  how 
much  more  is  that  neceffity  now  in- 
creafed !  We  felt  it  our  duty  to  unite 
and  proclaim  our  grievances,  thofe 
grievances  are  augmented  tenfold ; 
and  is  this  a  time  to  be  fiknt  or 
abandon  our  caufe?  We  believe 
&  parliamentary  reform  to  be  the 
«only  means  of  preferving  our  coun¬ 
try  from  deftrudtion,  and  is  our  pei> 
fuafion  become  lefs  firm,  or  are  our 
-©pinions  altered?  Did  we  not  fore- 
iee  the  calamities  which  mud  refult 
from  the  want  of  a  fair  and  equal 
representation  of  the  people  of  Bri¬ 
tain  in  the  commons  honfe  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  call  on  the  united 
energies  of  the  country  to  afi'eit  its 
rights?  And  is  it  a  time  to  relin- 
<quifh  all  further  exertions,  and  -de- 
lert  our  principles  ?  Surely  not ! 
The  public  mind  is  at  length  routed 
to  a  lenfe  of  its  fituation;  it  fees 
the  dreadful  precipice  on  which  it 
tlands ;  it  encourages  us  to  proceed 
in  our  ufeful  and  virtuous  career, 
and  allures  us  it  will  fecond  our  en¬ 
deavours.  Yes,  Britons!  you  begin 
to-  exert  the  privilege  of  thinking, 
and  mental  energy  will  foon  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  determined  refolution! 
You  will  not  quietly  lee  your  coun¬ 
try  laid  in  ruins,  to  gratify  the  lofty 
arrogance  of  an  infolent  udminidra- 
tion!  You  will  not  much  longer 
permit  your  fellow-citizens  to  be 
dragged  from  their  peaceful  occu- 
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paiions  to  fight  againfl  the  liberties 
of  mankind,  nor  fufFer  your  wives 
and  children  to  be  robbed  of  that 
fcanty  loaf,  which,  inftead  of  pre- 
lerving  them  from  llarving,  is  lent 
to  feed  fubfidized  cut-throats,  and 
foreign  mercenaries!  Away  with 
cold  calculations  of  fafety  and  pru¬ 
dence — with  paltry  expedients  and 
ill-timed  fears!  It  is  neceflary  for 
all  honeft  men  to  fpeak  out,  the 
times  and  the  country  demand  it ! 
Are  we  men,  and  fhall  we  not  fpeak? 
Are  we  Britons,  and  is  not  Li¬ 
berty  our  Birthright!  There  is 
no  power  on  earth  fhall  fdence  the 
voice  of  an  injured  nation,  or  pre¬ 
vent  the  progrefs  of  free  inquiry  ! — 
Bring  forth  your  whips  and  racks, 
ye  minifters  of  vengeance  ! — Pro¬ 
duce  your  fcaffolds  and  your  execu¬ 
tioners! — Ere£t  barracks  in  every 
ftreet,  and  battiks  in  every  corner! 
— Perfecute  and  punilh  every  inno¬ 
cent  individual! — but  you  will  not 
fueceed !  The  voic-e  of  reafon,  like 
the  roaring  of  the  Nemean  lion, 
fhall  iffue  even  from  the  cavern’s, 
mouth!  The  holy  blood  of  pa- 
triotifm,  dreaming  from  the  fever¬ 
ing  axe,  fhall  carry  with  it  the  in¬ 
fant  feeds  of  liberty,  and  men  may 
perilh — but  truth  fhall  be  eternal! 

While  among  other  terrible  efl’eds 
of  the  prelent  cruel  and  difadrous 
war,  gaunt  famine  dalks  along  your 
ftreets,  and  haggard  wretchednefo 
adails  you  in  every  fhape ;  mark, 
(Citizens,  the  drameful  negligence 
and  unfeeling  conduct  of  thofe  who 
hold  that  power  which  ought  to  be 
intruded  to  none  but  your  real  re- 
prefentatives !  When  a  propofition 
to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  pre- 
fent  fcarcity  is  coldly  and  reluct¬ 
antly  brought  forward,  it  is  in  a 
moment  lilenced  by  the  infidious 
whifners  of  a  fecretary  of  date, 

“  that 
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u  that  fuch  a  difcyjfion  would  do 
“  more  harm  than  good  Thus  are 
you  left  to  experience  not  only  the 
humanity  of  the  prefent  mini  ft  ry,  in 
exporting  your  food  to  foreign  mer¬ 
cenaries,  but  are  compelled  alfo  to 
endure  all  the  fevere  extortions  of 
private  avarice  and  monopoly  ! 

Let  us  entreat  you  not  to  fall  into 
thofe  fatal  errors  which  have  To 
frequently  milled  our  anceftors,  nor 
reft  your  expe&ations  on  that  de- 
lufive  phantom — a  change  of  mi- 
nifters!  With  fuch  a  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  no  miniftry  can  perform  its 
duty  to  the  people!  Your  chief, 
perhaps  your  only  hope,  is  in 

YOURSELVES  ! 

We  call,  therefore,  upon  your  na- 
tive  good  fenl’e  and  courage  to  pro¬ 
mote  and  affilt  the  glorious  caufe 
for  which  we  have  fo  long  and  fo 
peaceably  afibciated:  we  need  not 
prefs  upon  your  conviction  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  a  fpeedy  and  effectual  re¬ 
form,  nor  repeat  the  oblervation 
which  is  fo  loudly  echoed  from 
every  part  of  this  diftraded  coun¬ 
try,  “  THAT  SOMETHING  MUST  BE 

“done!”  If  the  event  of  the  late 
ftate  trials,  with  which  we  fmcerely 
congratulate  you;  if  the  perfever- 
ance  we  have  lhewn,  and  the  perfe- 
cutions  we  have  experienced,  have 
contributed  aught  to  acquit  us  of 
all  evil  intention,  and  to  acquire  us 
your  good  opinion,  we  conjure  you 
by  that  freedom  we  adore,  that 
conftitution  we  venerate,  and  that 
common  interell  we  all  poflefs  in 
the  profperity  of  our  country,  to 
unite  your  vigorous  exertions  with 
ours,  and  by  every  legal  and  confti- 
tutional  method,  endeavour  to  pro¬ 
cure  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain 


their  natural  and  undoubted  rights — ■ 
“  Universal  suffrage  and  an- 

“  NUAL  PARLIAMENTS!” 

This  addrefs  having  been  twice 
read  to  the  members  within  the 
field  was  carried  to  the  wall  oppo- 
fite  the  prefident,  which  afforded  the 
greateft  opportunity  of  communi¬ 
cating  the  proceedings  to  the  im- 
menfe  multitude  which  furrounded 
the  meeting:  after  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ADDRESS  TO  THE  KING  WRS 
brought  forward : 

To  the  King's  mofi  excellent  Majefy. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  London  Corre- 
fponding  Society,  convened  in 
General  Meeting  on  Monday  the 
29th  June,  1795;  (f  approved  alfo 
by  many  Thousands  of  other  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  London,  Wejlminfert 
and  Southwark ,  who  attended  at 
this  fyid  Meeting .) 

SlPvE, 

IMPRESSED  with  a  fenfe  of 
the  numerous  calamities  with  which 
our  fellow  citizens  are  every  where 
oppreffed  and  overwhelmed,  and 
confeious  of  the  rectitude  of  our  in¬ 
tentions,  we  feel  it  our  duty  at  this 
critical  juncture,  thus  publicly  to 
addrefs  you,  and  claim  your  favour¬ 
able  attention.  In  delivering  our' 
tree  and  undifguifed  fentiments,  we 
dilclaim  all  intention  of  rudenefs  or 
incivility ;  but  we  difdain  alfo  to 
flatter : — we  would  fpeak  the  honetl 
language  of  freemen — not  pra&ife 
the  fawning  fervility  of  flaves. 

We  are  fully  feniible  that  nume¬ 
rous  attempts  have  been  made  to 
mifreprefent  our  object  and  calum¬ 
niate  our  intentions.  It  has  been 


*  The  words  in  italics  were  inferted  by  the  committee  in  tbs  rdanufcnpt  copy  delivered 
at  the  fecretary  of  ftate’s  office  for  the  home  department, 
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isiot  only  insinuated,  but  declared, 
that  we  are  mimical  to  yourperfon, 
and  averfe  to  your  authority:  but, 
•convinced  as  we  are,  that  reflection 
and  experience  are  not  always  ba¬ 
nished  from  kingly  bofoins,  we  had 
hoped,  that  the  event  of  the  late 
trials  would  have .manifefled  our  in¬ 
nocence,  and  the  increasing  diltrefies 
of  our  country  have  the  wn  you,  that 
if  guilt  can  any  where  attach  itfelf, 
It  muff  be  to  thofe  who  have  been 
constantly  endeavouring  to  poifon 
your  ear  and  pervert  your  under- 
itanding. 

Your  mmiflers  have  grofsly  and' 
iliamefaliy  deceived  you; — they  have 
iifed  your  name  as  a  pretext  to  en¬ 
clave  and  deflroy  the  people;  and 
have  flaked  the  -Safety  of  your  crown 
for  their  own  poUlical  Mvation  : — 
they  have  let  up  to  fa-le  the  virgin 
honours  of  the  State,  and  violated 
the  fair  fame  of  the  Britifh  consti¬ 
tution! 

But  it  is  nec diary,  fire,  that  you 
ihould  be  undeceived;  and,  if  you 
fiave  not  an  honeft  minifter,  that 
will  dare  to  fpeak  the  truth,  tiie 

PEOPLE  SHOULD  INSTRUCT  TIIEIR 
SOVEREIGN  AND  SAVE  HIM  FROM 
DESTRUCTION  ! 

It  is  time  that  you  Should  dif- 
-cern  your  .friends  and  detect  your 
enemies ! 

We  have  often  fought,  at  the  ha¬ 
zard  even  of  our  lives,  to  preferve 
you  in  the  en^unent  ©t  what  ought 
at  all  times  to  conltitute  the  chief 
felicity  of  a  fovereign — the  people's 
dove — and  to  fecure  you  in  the 
happy  pofleflion  of  peace  and  •uni¬ 
versal  tranquillity. 

But  your  ministers,  dreading  left 
you  Should  have  a  common  interest 
with  the  people,  have  bafely  Slan¬ 
dered  us,  and  reprefented  a  consi¬ 
derable  part  of  the  British  nation  as 


difafleded  and  disloyal !  By  their 
infamous  manceuvres  they  have  be¬ 
trayed  you,  and  endangered  even 
your  fafety  !— The  nation  it! elf 
Stands  tottering  upon  the  brink  of 
ruin,  and  your  existence  iie 

COUPLED  WITH  THEIRS  1 

We  conjure  you,  fire,  in  the  name, 
and  for  the  fake  of  that  glorious  re¬ 
volution,  which  feated  the  houle  of 
Brunfwick  on  the  throne,  to  yield  a 
timely  attention  to  the  cries  ot  a 
fuflfering  people,  and  to  exert  that 
power  with  which  the  constitution 
has  intruded  youg— to  give  them 
lhat  free  and  equal  representation, 
which  can  alone  enable  the  British 
nation  to  prevent  future  and  -remove 
the  prelent  calamities; — to  •difmifs 
from  your  councils  thofe  guilty  mi¬ 
ni  ft  ers,  who  have  So  long  with  im¬ 
punity  intuited  us,  and  betrayed  our 
deareft  interefts,; — to  put  an  imme¬ 
diate  period  to  the  ravages  of  a 
•cruel  and  deftmCtive  wap,  and  to 
ye  St  ore  to  us  that  peace  and  tran¬ 
quillity,  which  are  .I’o  -eflentially  ne- 
ceflary  for  your  own  personal 
.security,  and  for  tiie  IIAPM- 

-N.ESS  OF  THE  PEOPLE, 


Addrefs  of  the  London  C&rrcfpoiid- 
4ng  ‘Society  to  the  Nation. 

ONCE  more,  dear  friends  and 
fellow  citizens,  in  defiance  oS  threats 
and  inlults — of  bate  Suggeitions  and 
unmanly  fears — are  we  met  in  the 
open  face  of  day,  and  call  the  hea¬ 
vens  and  earth  to  witnefs  the  purity 
of  our  proceedings,  Amidst  the 
dreadful  florins  and  hurricanes  which 
at  prefent  a  flail  the  political  hemis¬ 
phere  of  our  country,  with  firm  and 
unabated  vigour  we  purfue  oiu 
avowed  and  real  purpofe — the  grand 
and  glorious  caule  of  parliament 
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•FjfrRY  reform  ! — The  rude  gales  of 
cppolition,  and  the  howling  blahs 
of  perfccutioithave  hived  only  to 
aftilt  our  career;  and  where  we 
mfoht  have  lingered  from  choice  or 
indolence,  we  now  fteadily  advance 
from  the  heavy  preil'ure  of  inevitable 
neceffity  1 

With  anxious  minds  and  agitated 
hearts,  we  are  again  compelled  to 
addrefs  you,  and  lolicit  your  patient 
attention.  There  was  a  time,  when 
we  might,  perhaps,,  have  been 
flartled  at  the  idea  of  rendering 
ourlelves  fo  confpicuous,  and  have 
fought  for  refuge,  under  the  veil  of 
obfeurity.  When  the  timid  appre- 
henlion  of  our  friends— the  lofs  of 
our  moft  valuable  interefts  and  con¬ 
nections— the  threats  ©f  guilty  mi¬ 
ni  Hers — and'  the  hoftile  preparations 
of  armed  affociators,  might  have 
forcibly  urged  us  to  remain  in 
mournful  file  nee,  and  to  retreat  from 
the  eye  of  obfervation;  —  but,  alas  ! 
it  is  now  too  late ! — When  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  foviety  is  endangered,  what 
individual  is  fafe? — When  the  pub¬ 
lic  happinefs  is  at  flake,  what  pri¬ 
vate  confideration  ought  to  avail?. — • 
We  have  been  feverely  perfecuted,. 
it  is  true,  but  is  our  caufie  become 
lei’s  dear?  We  have  been  cruelly 
and  unjuftly  treated — but  has  the 
nra jelly  of  truth  fuffered  in  this 
foanieful  and  unequal  conceit  ? — No  I 
Away  then  with  lifelels  apathy  and 
pale-hearted  fear!  Let  every  true 
and  fmcere  friend  of  liberty  boldly 
deliver  his  real  fentiments ;  and 
while  he  profefies  the  virtuous  prin¬ 
ciples  of  a  patriot r  alter t  his  inde¬ 
pendence,  like  a  man! 

Four  months  ago  we  peaceably 
ailembled  to  deliberate  upon  the 
bell  and  moft  probable  mode  of  re¬ 
covering  our  rights,  and  redrafting 


our  numerous  grievances :  We  ad~ 
drejjed  yol r,  and  we  petitioned  the 
king.  We  believe,  if  we  may  judg© 
from  the  rapid  increafe-of  our  mmif 
hers  fmee  our  laft  public  meeting*, 
that  our  fentiments  and  condmT  ex¬ 
perienced  almoll  general  approba¬ 
tion.  From  one  particular  quarter*, 
however,  we  have  not  received 
tliat  attention  and-  regard,  which* 
as  Britons  and  freemen ,  we  might 
naturally  have  expe&ed,  The  hits 
addrefs  to  the  king  has  either  been 
artfully  and  prematurely  fuppreffed* 
or  palled  over  with  unfeeling  con¬ 
tempt.  If  the  former,  we  hen tate 
not  to  fay,  that  his  ministers 
have  proved  themfelv.es  guilty  of 
high  treason  againft  the  lives 
and: Liberties  of  the  nation!  If  the. 
latter,  his  majejiy  ftould  conjider  tha- 
facred  obligations  he  is  bound  to  fid - 
Jil,  and  the  duties  he  ought  to  dis¬ 
charge:.  he  Jhould  recolletl,  that  when 
he  ceafes  to  confidt  the  interejls  and 
happinefs  of  the  people he  will  ceaf& 
to  be  ref pccicd  ;  and  that  juft  ice  is  m 
debt  which  the  nation  hath  a  right 
to  demand  from  the  throne! 

In  vain  do  we  boaft  of  a  conftitm 
tion,  if  its  genuine  principles  be  not 
actively .  alive  in.  our  bofoms  ;  in. 
vain  do  we  talk  of  rights,  if  we  want 
courage  and  firmnefs  to  a  fieri  therm 
The  true  conjiitutwn  of  a  country  is- 
the  undaunted  fpirit  if  its  people! 
'I 'he  principles  of  liberty  mull  b« 
eftablillied.  on  the  folid  bafis  of  ra¬ 
tional  conviction,  and  the  virtues  of 
patriotifm  cherilhed  and  fupported 
by  continued  exertion  !  When  once 
the  citizens  of  Britain  are  become 
carelefs  and  indifferent  about  the 
prefervation  of  their  rights*  or  the 
choice  of  their  reprefeptative-s,  from 
that  moment  arbitrary  power  is 
efftntiaUy  introduced,  and  the  utter 

extinction 
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extinction  of  individual  liberty,  and 
the  eftablifhment  of  general  deipo- 
tifm,  are  inevitable  and  certain. 

To  delineate  a  faithful  portrait  of* 
the  prefent  awful  fituation  of  our 
poor  diltracted  country,  would  only 
be  to  exhibit  a  fcene  of  mifery  and 
defolation ;  a  frightful  picture  of 
horror  that  would  iicken  the  imam- 

O 

nation,  and  appal  the  ftouteft  heart. 
The  hiftory  of  the  few  laft  months 
prefents  indeed  to  our  view,  a  rapid 
iucceffion  of  ill-fated  mif manage¬ 
ment,  unexampled  calamities,  and 
unparalleled  difgrace !  Baffled  and 
defeated  in  every  miferable  project 
they  have  either  deiigned  or  under¬ 
taken,  minifters  feem  determined  to 
difplay  their  pre-eminent  power  of 
doing  mifchief ;  and  as  they  cannot 
compafs  the  ruin  of  France,  to  con¬ 
trive  at  leaft  the  deitruclion  of  Ena;- 
land  !  Emigrant  armies  and  foreign 
expeditions  have  been  haftily  plan¬ 
ned,  and  equipped  to  enfure  only  to 
the  one,  an  horrible  and  undiftin- 
guiflied  carnage ;  to  the  other  a 
premature  and  untimely  grave  !  The 
manufadurer  has  been  feduced  from 
his  loom — the  militia-man  fwindled 
from  his  domeftic  employment — and 
the  humble  cottager  kidnapped  from 
the  plough.  The  bread  that  fhould 
iupport  the  induftrious  poor  has 
been  exported,  either  to  be  aban¬ 
doned  on  a  foreign  fliore,  or  con- 
hgned  to  the  bottom  of  a  mercilefs 
ocean — while  the  helplefs  widow 
and  wretched  orphan  are  c.onfoled 
for  their  irreparable  lofs,  by  the 
fcanty  allowance  of  an  infolent  do¬ 
nation,  or  a  charitable  bribe  ! 

The  comfortable  and  pleafmg 
profpeds  refulting  from  an  abundant 
harveft  have  turned  out  to  be  vain 
and  fallacious.  Monopoly,  Hi  mu  - 
lated  by  infatiabie  avarice,  and  un- 


controuled  by  thofe  equitable  laws, 
which  we  might  expect  from  equal 
representation,  fruftrates  the  be¬ 
neficence  of  our  feafons,  and  forbids 
the  induftrious  poor  the  immediate 
neceffaries  of  life. 

What  is  the  cruel  and  infatiate 
monfter  that  thus  piece-meal  tears 
and  devours  us? — Wherefore,  in  the 
midft  of  apparent  plenty,  are  we 
thus  compelled  to  ftarve? — Why, 
when  we  inceffantly  toil  and  labour, 
mult  we  pine  in  mifery  and  want? — - 
What  is  this  fubtle  and  infinuating 
poifon  which  thus  vitiates  our  do¬ 
meftic  comforts  and  deftroys  our 
public  profperity? — It  is  parliamen¬ 
tary  corruption ,  which,  like  a  foam¬ 
ing  whirlpool,  lwallows  the  fruit  of 
all  our  labours,  and  leaves  us  only 
the  dregs  of  bitternels  and  forrow. 

Thole  whole  duty  it  is  to  watch 
over  the  ihterefts  of  the  nation,  have 
either  proved  themfelves  indifferent 
to  its  welfare,  or  unable  to  remove 
the  preffure  of  thefe  intolerable 
grievances.  Let  them,  however,  be 
aware  in  time — Let  them  look  to 
the  fatal  confequences — We  are  fin- 
cere  friends  of  peace — we  want  only 
reform:  becaufe  we  are  firmly  and 
fully  convinced,  that  a  thorough 
reform  would  effedually  remedy  thefe 
formidable  evils:  but  we  cannot  an- 
fwer  for  the  ffrong  and  all  powerful 
impulfe  of  necefhty,  nor  always  re- 
ftrain  the  aggravated  feelings  of  in¬ 
tuited  human  nature  ! — If  ever 
the  British  nation  should 

LOUDLY  DEMAND  STRONG  AND 
DECISIVE  MEASURES,  WE  BOLDLY 
ANSWER — “  WE  HAVE  LIVES  1"  AND 
ARE  READY  TO  DEVOTE  THEM, 
EITHER  SEPARATELY  OR  COLLEC¬ 
TIVELY,  FOR  THE  SALVATION  OP 
OUR  COUNTRY. 

We  truff,  however,  that  rcafon 
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».nd  remonjlrance  are  only  diffident 
to  produce  the  defired  effe&s.  We 
have  laboured  long,  and  we  hope 
not  tinfuccefsfully.  Our  numbers 
have  increafed  beyond  all  human 
expeOation  :  and  many  who  once . 
profelfed  tbemfelves  our  molt  inve¬ 
terate  enemies  are  now  converted 
into  fincere  and  faithful  friends,  A 
little  more  patience,  and  a  little 
perfeverance,  fellow  citizens,  the 
bufinefs  will  be  accomplifhed,  and 
our  triumphs  complete.  The  Lon¬ 
don  CORRESPONDING  SOCIETY 
SHALL  EE  THE  POWERFUL  ORGAN 
TO  USHER  IN  THE  JOYFUL  TIDINGS 
OF  PEACE  AND  REFORM;  AND  UNI¬ 
VERSAL  SUFFRAGE  AND  ANNUAL 
PARLIAMENTS  SHALL  CROWN  OUR 
SUCCESSFUL  EXERTIONS. 

John  Bin  ns,  Chairman. 

John  Asiiley,  Secretary. 

October  26. 

The  reading  of  this  addrefs  was 
.  from  time  to  time  interrupted  with 
loud  applaufes — and  being  ended 
amidd  the  warmed  and  molt  unani¬ 
mous  acclamations  of  approbation, 
the  chairman  next  proceeded  to 
read, 

The  Remonftrance  to  the  Kin?. 

O 

To  the  King’s  mojl  excellent  Majejty. 

The  humble  and  earnejl  Remonjlrance 
of  Two  Hundred  Thoufand ,  and 
upwards ,  faithful ,  though  greatly 
aggrieved  Subjects,  ajjhciated  and 
ajfembled  with  the  Correjponding 
Society  of  London,  in  a  conjlitu- 
tional  manner ,  in  behalf  of  them - 
felves  and  others. 

Sire ! 

WHEN  the  treacherous  duplicity, 
and  intolerable  tyranny  of  the  houfe 
of  Stuart  had  routed  the  long  en¬ 
suring  patience  of  the  Britifh  peo¬ 


ple,  the  expulfion  of  one  redored  into 
their  hands  the  primitive  right  of 
eluding  another,  as  their  chief  of 
many  magidrates. 

At  that  period  the  privilege  which 
we  are  now  compelled  by  a  forrow- 
ful  necedity  to  exercife,  of  addreff- 
ing  and  remondrating  with  the 
chief  magidrate — dating  our  griev¬ 
ances — and  demanding  redrefs,  was 
{Jo  far  fortunately)  recogniled  and 
lblemnly  edablifhed. 

When,  in  effect  of  the  failure  of 
heirs  to  the  national  choice,  and  to 
the  face ee ding  fovereign,  her  ma- 
jefty  queen  Anne,  the  exercife  of 
the  fame  fundamental  right  again 
reverted  to  the  people,  and  became 
in  their  opinion  neceffary  to  fecure 
the  liberties  and  happinefs  of  tlie 
nation,  the  head  of  that  houfe  from 
which  you  are  descended  was  called 
by  the  public  will  to  the  kingly 
office. 

The  prefervation  of  thofe  rights, 
re  confirmed  at  the  revolution,  was. 
then  more  fully  edablifhed,  and  be¬ 
came  part  of  the  obligations,  which 
George  the  fir  ft  contracted  to  fulfil 
with  the  people  of  thefe  realms ; 
and  your  predecefifor  and  your  ma* 
jed}g  upon  fucceeding  to  the  throne, 
became  alike  bound  by  the  fove¬ 
reign  law  of  the  land  to  maintain 
them ; — and  it  is  in  virtue  of  that 
folemn  compaCt,  and  thereof  only, 
that  the  good  people  of  thefe  na¬ 
tions  are,  or  can  be,  bound  in  alle¬ 
giance  or  refpect  for  their  magidrate 
or  your  princely  houfe. 

We  fliall  not  particularize  the 
fmallnefs  of  the  majority  which 
edablifhed  the  Hanoverian  fuccef- 
fion;  but  we  ffiould  be  wanting  in 
that  refpeCt  which  we  owe  to  the? 
virtues  of  our  country,  were  we  not 
to  remind  you,  ft  re,  how  faithfully 
and  fieadily  the  nation  has,  to  this 

hour. 
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hour,  fupported  the  clecifion  of  their 
representatives  on  that  occafion ; 
notwithllanding  the  well-grounded 
appreheniions  of  invaiion  and  civil 
war;  in  delpight  of  the  intrigues  of 
foreign  courts,  and  the  jealouhes  of 
potent  princes!  againft  the  avowed 
Supporters  of  hereditary  defcent ; 
and  even  againft  the  opinions  and 
efforts  of  others,  the  friends  of  chit 
liberty,  within  the  bofom  of  the 
land,  who  drew  from  the  ferious 
leffous  of  hiftorical  experience,  rea- 
fons  the  moft  cogent  againft  foreign 
connections. 

Your  majefiy,  in  your  well-known 
compaffion  for  the  unfortunate  de¬ 
scendants*  of  the  expatriated  king, 
has  fatisffed  your  faithful  IV’bjects 
how  intimately  acquainted  you  are 
with  the  fecret  political  hiftory  of 
thofe  times;  and  it  will  not,  there¬ 
fore,  be  ne  cell  ary  for  us  to  in  lift  at 
large  on  the  favours  conferred  by 
this  country  in  tranfplanting  your 
princely  hottfe  from  the  poverty  and 
obfeurity  of  Hanover,  to  the  dignity 
and  opulence  of  the  then  {but  hot 
now)  moft  refpectable  fovereignty  in 
Europe. 

Your  majefty  mull  know  all  this; 
neither  can  you  be  ignorant,  that 
the  people  of  this  country — often 
too  SANGUINE — too  CREDULOUS — • 
entertained  the  well-grounded  hope, 
that  an  eternal  gratitude  would  bind 
your  houfe  to  Jupport  the  freedom 
and  happinefs  of  that  nation ,  which 
hud,  under  fuck  great  difficulties 
and  dangers,  conferred  fuck  Jignal 
favours . 

How  far  that  honeft  and  juft- 
hope  has  been  realized,  we  leave  to 
vour  majefty's  moft  gracious  and 
ferious  consideration. 

Our  prefent  object  is  to  renew  a 
complaint  which  we  delivered  by 
way  of  addrefs  to  your  majefty,  into 
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the  hands  of  his  gra-ce  the  duke  0 
Portland,  your  Secretary  of  ftate,  01 
the  15th  day  of  July  laft,  whereii 
we  befought  your  notice  and  relie 
in  behalf  of  ourfelves  and  l’evera 
thoufand  others  of  }mur  majefty 
Unhappy  fubjeds,  enduring  ail  the 
calamities  of  a  goading  famine,  anc 
ftagilate  trade ;  witneffing  the  in- 
ere afe  of  bankruptcy,  unequalled  ir 
extent  or  efl’ed,  but  by  profligate 
watle  of  the  public  money — feeling 
for  the  deftrudion  of  our  mduftrioiu 
youth,  and  the  dilgraces  of  our  arms 
abroad,  and  for  the  infants,  aged,- 
and  widows,  lingering  out  a  defpe- 
rate  and  deplorable  exiftence  at 
home. 

We  unfeignedly  exprefled  our  fen- 
t'iments  of  your  minifters  to  youi 
majefty  therein,  becaufe  as  we  poffeff 
the  beft  means  of  obtaining  theii 
real  opinion,  fo  we  know  the  great 
body  of  the  people  think  with  us, 
that  under  the  abufed  fandion  ot 
your  prerogative,  they  have  plunged 
this  nation  into  all  its  prelent  cala¬ 
mities,  and  continue  to  uphold 
themfelves  in  power,  by  a  baleful 
fyftem  of  corruption,  for  the  pur-' 
poles  of  their  leled  avarice  and 
ambition.  We  declared  our  ferious 
appreheniions  for  the  tranquillity  of 
the  nation  and  the  fafety  of  your 
throne,  were  not  thofe  minifters 
fpeedily  difrnifted;  and1  that  a  reform 
in  reprefentation  alone  could  reffore 
this  country  to  that  native  vigour 
and  happinefs,  of  which  it  is  capa¬ 
ble  but  now  deftitute. 

But  we  have  reprefented  and 
prayed  in  vain ! — and  we  have  now 
to  lament,  that  in  addition  to  thefe 
national  grievances,  we  have  to 
complain  that  our  addrefs  has  not 
been  attended  to  by  your  majefty ’s 
fervants,  as  we  conceive  it  lhould 
have  been,  rn  a  manner  fui table  to 
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the  dignity  of  this  country  and  your 
own  high  ftation,  nor  with  a  de¬ 
cency  becoming  the  character  of 
public  fervants  towards  their  fellow 
fubje&s,  conftitutionally  exercifing 
the  right  of  petition  on  an  occafion 
of  particular  and  ferious  moment. 

Under  all  the  obligations  -of  law 
andjuflice.  are  we  then,  fire,  to  fvf~ 
fir,  and  not  to  complain  ?  What  have 
we  not  to  fear,  if  there  Hands  an 
impenetrable  barrier  between  the 
oppreffed  and  themagiftrate? — Alas ! 
we  hoped  to  find  in  the  third  fove- 
reign  of  the  Brunfwick  line ,  in  thefe 
critical  times,  an  example  of  royal 
virtue;  a  proof  of  princely  grati¬ 
tude;  a  powerful,  though  fohtary 
argument,  for  the  fuperiority  of  our 
form  of  government. 

Is  it  in  vain,  that  we  withed  your 
majefiv,  no  lefs  interefted  than  our- 
felves  in  the  iffue  of  our  prayer,  to 
confider  your  own  numerous  family , 
and  the  vafi  debt  and  taxes ,  with 
which  this  nation  is  encumbered— 
to  cail  to  mind  the  duly  which  you 
)ive  to  all  and  every  of  the  royal  off- 
rpring  and  their  progeny ,  as  well  as 
0  the  people ,  from  whofe  induftry 
done  the  funds  necefary  for  their 
irincely  fupport  can  be  drawn:  and 
;o  examine,  by  the  tell  of  hiftory, 
vh ether  ends  io  effential  and  indif- 
)enfible,  are  inoft  likely  to  be  ac- 
■omplilhed  by  purfuing  the  repro- 
)a:e  meafures  of  odious  nrinillers, 

>r  by  giving  the  people  that  liberty, 
>eace  and  reform,  which  they  fgek, 
md  which  would  afliire  their  love, 
•ttachment,  and  generofity  ! 

Lijten,  then ,  fire!  to  the  voice  of 
wearied  and  afflicted  people,  whofe 
rievances  are  fo  various  that  they 
fo  enormous  that  they  fer- 
dy-  l  kink  oj  the  abyfs  between 
application  and  dejpair  !  The  means 
1  national  falvation  are  in  your 
Vol.  XXXVIII. 


own  hands— it  is  our  right  to  advife 
as  well  as  fupplicate  :  and  we  de¬ 
clare  it  to  be  our  opinion,  that  a 
reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  the  removal  of  your  prefent 
mi'nifte'rs,  and  a  fpeedy  peace,  are 
the  only  means  by  which  this  coun¬ 
try  can  be  faved,  or  the  attachment 
of  the  people  fecured. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  meeting, 

J.  Bin  ns,  chairman. 

J.  Ashley,  fecretary.’ 
This  being  received  with  an 
equally  unanimous  approbation,  the 
chairman  then  read  the  following 
RESOLUTIONS 

Ilefolved,  '  * 

lft.  That  the  prefent  awful  and 
alarming  Hate  of  the  Britifli  empire, 
demands  the  ferious  attention  of  our 
fellow  countrymen. 

2d.  That  its  unexampled  diftrefies 
call  for  immediate  and  effebtual  re« 
drefs. 

3d.  T  hat  we  are  fully  perfuaded 
the  prefent  exorbitant  price  of  the 
necefl’aries  of  life,  (notwithftanding 
the  late  abundant  harvefl)  is  occa- 
iioned  partly  by  the  prefent  ruinous 
war  ;  but  chiefly  by  that  pernicious 
fyflem  of  monopoly,  which  derives 
protection  from  the  mutilated  and 
corrupt  ftate  of  the  parliamentary; 
reprefentation. 

4th,  That  the  enormous  load  of 
taxes,  under  which  this  almoft  ruined 
country  groans,  together  with  its 
unparalleled  national  debt,  (which 
has  been  and  will  be  greatly  in- 
creafed  by  the  prefent  war)  threatens 
the  Britifli  nation  with  total  ruin. 

5th.  That  the  inflexible  obftinacy 
of  minifters  in  continuing  the  pre¬ 
fent  cruel,  unjuft,  and  difgracefui 
war — a  war  which  has  ftained  the> 
earth  and  feas  with  fo  much  human 
blood— calls  aloud  for  the  execration 
'of  everv  friend  of  humanity. 


« 
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6th.  That 
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6th.  That  the  pvefent  govern¬ 
ment  of  France,  is  as  capable  of 
maintaining  the  accuftomed  relations 
of  peace  and  amity  with  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  as  with  the  elector 
of  IlanoVer. 

7th.  That  we  remain  fully  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  permanent  peace, 
welfare  and  happinefs  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  can  be  eftablifhed  only  by  re¬ 
ft  oring  to  our  fellow  countrymen 
their  natural  and  undoubted  rights, 

UNIVERSAL  S  U  IT  RAG  L  and  A  N  N  U  A  I, 
PARLIAMENTS. 

8th.  That  we  are  determined,  at 
the  next  general  elections,  to  iup- 
port  l’uch  candidates  only,  as  will 
pledge  themfelves  to  promote  uni¬ 
versal  SUFFRAGE  aild  ANNUAL 
PARLIAMENTS. 

9  th.  rI'hat  the  evalive  conduct  of 
his  majei'ty’s  minifters  reflecting  our 
late  addrels,  convinces  us  that  our 
fellow  countrymen  have  little  to 
hope  from  the  executive  part  of  our 
government. 

10th.  That  we  believe  the  period  is 
not  far  dittant,  when  Britons  mult  no 
longer  depend  upon  any  party  of  men 
for  the  recovery  of  their  liberties. 

11th.  That  the  only  hope  of 

THE  PEOPLE  IS  IN  THEMSELVES. 

12th.  That  the  publicity  of  our 
conduct  evinces  the  purity  of  our  in¬ 
tentions,  and  is  a  teliimony  of  our 
love  of  peace,  and  of  the  1’acrificeS 
we  would  make  to  fpare  the  blood 
of  our  fellow  countrymen. 

13th.  That  the  events  of  every 
day  are  clearly  proving  we  have 
gained  the  good  opinion  of  our  fel¬ 
low  countrymen,  notwithftanding 
the  oppolition  of  our  perlecutors  and 
calumniators. 

14th.  That  in  order  the  more  effec¬ 
tually  to  obtain  the  co-operation  and 
allilfance  of  the  whole  country,  de¬ 
puties  (hall  be  fent  from  the  lociety 


to  the  principal  towns  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  for  the  purpofe  of  explaining 
to  our  fellow  countrymen  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  alfociating,  as  the  only 
means  of  procuring  a  parliamentary 
reform. 

l^th.  That  ftrong  in  the  purity 
of  our  intentions  and  the  goodnefs 
of  our  caufe. — regardlefs  of  the  ca¬ 
lumny  and  threats  of  our  enemies — 
we  again  iblemnly  pledge  ourlelves 
to  the  Britilh  nation,  never  to  de- 
fert  the  lac  red  caufe  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  until  we  have  obtained 
the  grand  objed't  of  our  purfuit. 

J.  Bin  ns,  chairman. 

J.  Ashley,  fecretary. 


To  the  King’s moft  excellent  Majefty. 

The  Addrefs ,  Rcmon [trance y  and  Pe- 
tion  of  many  thoufands  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  London  and  its  en¬ 
virons,  afociated  with  the  London 
Cor  ref  ponding  Society — the  legal 
but  determined  Advocates  of  Bri- 
ti/h  Conjlitutional  Liberty ,  as  efta- 
blijhcd  by  the  principles  of  the 
Revolution  in  1688, 

4 

Sire, 

IT  is  with  no  finall  degree  of  dif¬ 
fidence  and  anxiety,  that  we  ap¬ 
proach  you  once  more,  to  prel’en t  to 
your  majefty  the  griefs  and  com¬ 
plaints  of  an  over-bur thened  people, 
whom  the  mifconduFt  and  arbitrary 
counfels  of  your  majefty ’s  minifters 
are  rapidly  driving  to  the  verge  of 
delpferation.  Twice  before,  within 
the  laft  five  months,  have  we  at¬ 
tempted  in  vain,  to  pour  our  griev¬ 
ances  into  your  royal  ear,  and  to 
convince  your  majefty,  that  the 
meafures  recently  purlued  by  admi- 
niltration,  as  they  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  reduce  your  people  to 
the  laft  degree  of  human  mifery, 
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and,  consequently  to  excite  difcon- 
tents  again tt  your  majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment,  are,  in  reality,  hoftile  to  your 
majefty’s  authority,  and  inimical  to 
your  real  interefts.  But,  alas  !  our 
complaints,  however  well-founded — 
our  petitions,  however  conftitu- 
tional,  have  been  palled  over  in 
lilent  negled,  and  we  have  realbn 
to  believe,  have  been  prevented  even 
from  coming  to  your  majefty’s 
knowledge,  by  the  artifices  of  per- 
fons  in  high  authority  who  furround 
you,  and  who  have  an  intereft  in 
preventing  your  majefty  from  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  real  con¬ 
dition  and  fentiments  of  the  nation. 

Inftead  of  redrefs,  therefore,  we 
have  met  with  calumny; — inftead 
of  alleviation  of  exilting  op p re  1  lions, 
we  are  threatened  with  the  total 
extinction  of  our  yet  remaining  li¬ 
berties.  Parliamentary  corruption, 
and  an  unjuft  and  ruinous  war,  have 
reduced  us  to  beggary  and  famine ; 
and  when  we  call  for  the  refor¬ 
mation  of  the  one,  and  the  relin- 
quillnnent  0f  the  other ,  bills  are 
brought  into  parliament  by  your  ma- 
jefty’s  minifters,  which  make  it 
felony  and  high  treafon  to  give  a 
tongue  to  thole  miferies  we  cannot 
but  feel! 

But  while  it  is  yet  legal — while 
Magna  Charta  and  the  Bill  of  Rights 
Hill  remain  in  force!! ! — Before  thefe 
tremendous  bills,  which  threaten  to 
oyerthrow  the  coiiftilutional  throne 
of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick,  and  to 
eftablilh  the  delpotifm  of  the  exiled 
Stuarts,  pal's  into  a  law— we  affein- 
ble  once  more,  called  together  bv 
the  ftrong  lentiment  of  duty  to  our- 
felves,  to  our  pofterity,  and  to  your 
majefty,  whofe  fafety  is  involved  in 
tliele  unparalleled  meafures,  to  ex- 
iprels,  in  a  manner  at  once  firm  and 
&onftitutional,  the  fenfe  we  entertain 


of  them,  and  our  well-founded  appre- 
henfions  of  the  dreadful  confequences 
with  which  they  mull  be  attended. 

At  the  fame  time  permit  us  to 
conjure  your  majefty,  in  the  moll 
folemn  manner,  to  diftruft  the  lin- 
cerity  of  thofe,  who,  with  infidious 
pro  tedious"  of  zeal  and  attachment 
to  your  perlonal  fafety  and  aggran- 
difement,  would  perfuade  you  to  aim 
at  the  extenfion  of  your  authority 
beyond  the  due  limits  prefcribed  by 
the  revolution ;  to  call  to  youl  re¬ 
collection  the  leftbns  and  examples 
of  former  hiftory ;  to  reflect  upon 
the  inltrudive  feries  of  events  that 
placed  your  family  upon  the  throne 
of  Britain ;  and  finally  to  dilcrimi- 
nate,  with  that  rigid  impartiality 
which  can  alone  give  liability  to 
your  majefty’s  government,  between 
your  real  and  your  pretended  friends. 

We  conjure  your  majefty,  with 
that  earueftnefs  and  freedom  which 
the  awful  cribs  of  our  fate  infpires, 
not  to  forget  that  wholefome  and 
incontrovertible  maxim — 

“  That  thofe  who  are  hoftile  to  the 
t{  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people, 
can  never  be  real  friends  to  the 
it  juft  prerogatives  of  the  crown,’’ 
The  intereft  of  t^e  people  and 
their  chief  magiftrate  ought  to  be 
infeparable;  but  we  conjure  your 
majefty  lerioufiy  to  relied,  how  far 
this  can  poflibly  be  the  cafe,  when 
reftrif'tions  are  put  upon  the  liberties 
of  the  fubject  “  during  the  term  of 
“  your  majefty’s  natural  life,”  which 
have  never  before  been  deemed  ne» 
ceiTary  lince  the  eftablilhment  of  our 
conftitution.  Neither  can  we,  con¬ 
fidently  with  that  conftitutional 
loyalty  we  profefs,  take  leave  of 
this  fubjeCl,  without  reminding  your 
majefty  of  the  ominous  circum- 
ltance  of  the  prefent  meafures  being 
founded  upon  precedents  (fo  far  as 
*L  %  .  v  piycederjts^ 
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precedents  can  any  where  be  found) 
in  the  defpotic  reigns  of  the  houle 
of  Tudor  and  of  Stuart,  the  latter 
of  which  precedents  was  fo  Ihortly 
followed  by  the  revolution  that 
drove  that  lioufe  of  Stuart  from  the 
throne,  and  was  indeed  fo  materi¬ 
ally  inftrumental  in  producing  that 
event.  We  truft,  whatever  may  be 
the  evil  counfels  and  evil  projects  of 
a  defperate  adminiltration,  that  the 
ho ufe  of  Brunfwick  will  not  forget 
the  principles  to  which  they  owe 
their  elevation ;  and  we  therefore 
fubjoin,  without  a  fear  of  offence, 
or  dread  of  imputation  on  our  loy¬ 
alty,  the  fond  belief,  that  Britons 
have  not  yet  relmquifhrd  either  the 
love  of  liberty,  or  the  manly  cou¬ 
rage  which  diftinguilhed  their  an- 
ceftors  at  the  period  to  which  we 
have  alluded. 

And,  finally,  we  conclude  by  pe¬ 
titioning  your  majefty,  to  lay  thefe 
things  to  your  heart;  to  prevent 
the  poffibility,  by  preventing  the 
neceffity,  of  inteftine  commotion ; 
and  to  inftrudt  your  majefty’ s  liiinif- 
ters  (or  fuch  others  as  your  ma¬ 
jefty  in  your  wifdom  may  think 
proper  to  call  to  your  counfels^  to 
turn  their  attention  to  the  redrefs 
of  exifting  abufes,  inftead  of  laying 
additional  burthens  and  reftridtions 
upon  your  already  oppreffed  and 
unhappy  people. 

(Signed)  W.  Duane,  chairman, 
Nov.  12.  J.  Ashley,  fecretary. 

To  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem¬ 
poral  in  Parliament  aftembled. 

The  Petition  of  feveral  thoufand  Brr 
tons,  Inhabitants  of  London,  and 
,  its  environs,  the  firm  and  conflitu- 
tional  Jjjertors  of  Briti/k  Liberty . 

May  it  pleafe  your  lordlhips, 
THE  people  having  no  imme- 
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diate  connection  with  that  particu* 
lar  branch  of  the  legillature  which 
is  corapofed  of  yOur  lordfliips,  fur¬ 
ther  than  as  it  forms  a  component 
part  of  the  conftitution,  it  but  rarely 
happens  that  you  are  addrefled  by 
'them;  or  that  they  call  for  your 
alliftance,  to  vindicate  their  rights, 
or  repel  the  threatened  encroach¬ 
ments  of  minifterial  ambition.  But 
in  the  prefent  alarming  cribs,  when 
almoft  all  that  remains  of  the  eon- 
ftitution  eftablilhed  at  the  revolu¬ 
tion  of  16S8,  is  openly  attacked 
by  a  bill  introduced  into  parlia¬ 
ment  by  one  of  his  majefty’s  minif- 
ters,  a  member  of  your  honourable 
lioufe  ;  and  another,  equally  alarm¬ 
ing,  which  has  been  brought  into 
the  houle  of  commons,  under  the  re- 
fponfibility  of  his  majefty  s  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  we  Ihmald  deem 
ourfelves  inexcusable  if  we  neglefted 
the  opportunity  of  a  lblemn  appeal 
to  each  of  the  refpeClive  branches  of 
the  legillature,  to  teftify  our  deep 
feme  of  the  threatened  invafion  of 
our  liberties,  and  to  remind  our  le- 
giflators  of  the  lac  red  tyes  of  reci¬ 
procal  obligation  that  mull  ever  exift 
between  the  government  and  the 
people ;  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
conlequence  of  the  prefent  mealures, 
our  names  may  defcend  unfullied  to 
pofterity,  and  the  univerfe  bear  wit- 
nels  that  we  have  difcharged  the 
duty  of  men,  who  were  anxious  to 
preferve  the  peace  and  liberty  of 
their  country. 

We  prefent,  therefore,  for  theftrft 
time,  at  the  bar  of  your  lordlhips, 
and  pray  you  to  take  into  your  moft 
ferious  confederation,  the  alarming 
tendency  and  probable  confequences 
of  the  coercive  fyftem,  now  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  legillature,  and 
'  of  appealing  to  the  authority  of  fuch  , 
times  as  thole  from  which  the  framers 

of 
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of  the  impending  bills  have  thought 
fit  to  draw  their  precedents.  Is  it  to 
the  arbitrary  reigns  of  the  Tudors 
that  a  people,  boafting  the  freedom 
of  a  renovated  conftitution,  are  to 
look  up  for  the  authorities  that  are 
to  reftridt  their  rights,  and  new  model 
their  laws  and  inftitutions  ?  Is  it  from 
the  ufurpations  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart 
that  precedents  are  to  be  drawn  by 
the  rainifters  of  that  throne  which 
was  ere&ed  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
family  that  attempted,  and  for  a 
while  accomplished  thofe  ufurpa¬ 
tions?  If  the  times  of  the  Stuarts 
were  “  good  times,”  what  were  thole 
anceftors  who  produced  the  revolu¬ 
tion  of  1688,  in  order  to  change  thofe 
times?  If  the  conduct  of  the  houle 
of  Stuart  deferves  the  imitation  of 
this  enlightened  age,  what  is  the 
houfe  of  Brunlwick,  whole  l'ucceffion 
was  fecured  by  driving  thofe  Stuarts 
into  vagrant  exile? 

We  befeech  your  loi dfliips ferioufly 
to  confider,  whether  by  countenanc¬ 
ing  fuch  arguments,  and  adopting 
meafures  upon  fuch  precedents,  you 
may  not  ultimately  produce  a  fufpi- 
cion,  even  in  the  royal  brfiaft,  that 
^our  attachment  to  the  houfe  of 
Brunlwick  is  not  fo  fmcere  as  for  the 
oeace  of  the  nation  might  be  wilhed? 
For  how  can  they  be  fincerely  at¬ 
tached  to  the  houle  of  Brunfwick, 
who  abjure  the  principles  which 
feated  that  houfe  upon  the  throne? 

We  conjure  your  lordlhips,  alfo,  to 
-onlider,  whether  to  luffer  a  bill  for 
die  fabrication  of  new  fpecies  and 
i-enera  of  treafon — a  bill  which  does, 
m  reality,  repeal  and  annul  thofe 
wife  and  excellent  prQvifions  extorted 
Irom  Edward  the  third,  by  the  wif- 
dom  and  perfevering  virtue  of  the 
independent  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  to  originate  in  your  honour¬ 
able  houfe,  is  not,  at  this  period,  pe¬ 


culiarly  impolitic,  and  calculated,  if 
iuch  prejudices  as  fome  of  your  lord- 
fhips  leem  to  apprehend,  have  in 
reality  urifen  againft:  the  ariftocratic 
branch  of  our  conftitution,  to  give 
thofe  prejudices  additional  force, 
and  even  to  create  luch  prejudices, 
if  yet,  as  we  prelume,  unknown? 

To  conclude,  my  lords,  permit 
your  petitioners  to  intreat  your  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe,  to  preferve  the  coun  ¬ 
try  from  the  manifold  dangers,  fac¬ 
tions,  conlpiracies,  and  difturbances 
to  which,  in  all  human  probability, 
thofe  unconftitutional  meafures,  if 
unhappily  adopted,  may  give  birth. 

(Signed)  W.  Duane,  chairman, 
JSrov.  12.  J.  Ashley,  fecretary. 


Nov.  18,  1795. 

The  Counter  Petition  of  the  Electors 
of  IVejiminJier  to  the  Honourable 
Commons  oj  Great  Britain  in  Par¬ 
liament  af'embled ,  in  favour  of  the 
two  Bills  in  Parliament  for  f up- 
prefin g  Sedition. 

WE,  whofe  names  are  hereunto 
fubferibed,  being  electors  for  mem¬ 
bers  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  beg 
permiffion  to  lay  before  this  honour¬ 
able  houle  our  humble  petition  and 
add  refs  relative  to  the  two  bills  now 
pending  in  this  houfe :  one  entitled, 
44  A  Bill  for  more  effectually  pre- 
“  venting  Seditious  Meetings  and 
44  Affemblies,”  the  other  entitled, 
“  A  Bill  lor  the  Safety  and  Prefer- 
44  vation  of  his  Majefty’s  Perfonand 
44  Government  againft  Treafonable 
44  and  Seditious  Practices  and  At- 
44  tempts.” 

We  beg  leave  to  declare  to  this 
honourable  houfe,  that  we  entirely 
approve  the  regulations  of  the  laid 
bills,  believing  them  to  be  made 
3  neceffary 


iJo*i  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796, 

’.Si w 


neceffary  by  the  republican  enormi¬ 
ties  of  the  prefent  time  ;  and  being 
perfectly  fatistied  that  they  contain 
nothing  incompatible  with  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  all  thofe  rights,  liber¬ 
ties,  and  privileges  which  belong  to 
Englifhmen,  and  which,  we  verily 
believe,  Englifhmen  will  enjoy  no 
longer,  without  the  propofed  restric¬ 
tions  on  the  licentioul’nefs  and  l'edi- 
tion  that  now  threaten  us. 

We  have  long  been  deeply  im- 
prefled  on  viewing  the  baneful  effects 
of  dangerous  opinions,  propagated 
by  fedifious  and  inflammatory  pub¬ 
lications  ;  by  debating  l'ocieties  and 
political  lectures;  and  by  affiliated 
clubs  and  jacobin  focieties;  parti¬ 
cularly  by  one  called  the  London 
Corresponding  Society.  But  the  late 
outrages,  of  which  this  honourable 
Loufe  are  well  informed,  have  in- 
creafed  our  anxiety  to  a  degree  of 
apprehenlion,  that  nothing  could 
allay,  but  the  wife  meafures  now 
purluing  in  this  and  the  other  lioufe 
of  parliament.  It  is,  therefore,  our 
bumble  prayer  to  this  honourable 
houfe,  That  the  aforelaid  two  bills 
may  be  pafl'ed  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  the  wifdom  of  this  houfe  fliall 
feem  fit;  trufting  and  hoping  that 
any  alterations,  which  it  may  be 
thought  proper  to  make  therein,  may 
be  to  render  them  more  efficacious 
for  attaining  their  propofed  objects. 

The  earneftnefs,  which  we  thus 
venture  to  difcover  for  the  fuccefs 
ot  the  intended'  regulations,  ariles 
from  certain  confiderations  that  we 
will  take  the  liberty  of  laying  be¬ 
fore  this  honourable  houfe  for  its 
better  judgment  therein. 

We  have  often  contemplated  the 
proceedings  laid  open  in  the  reports 
of  the  feled  committee  of  this 
houfe,  upon  the  fubjed  of  feditious 
focieties,  in  the  laft  feflion  of  par¬ 


liament  ;  and  we  remember  the 
alarm  therein  ekpreffed  by  the  laid 
committee,  when  they  difcovered 
the  union  formed  between  the  Lon¬ 
don  correlponding  fociety  and  the 
lociety  for  conftitutional  informa¬ 
tion;  an  union  formed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  carrying  on  with  co-opera¬ 
tion  and  redoubled  effed  their  plans 
for  undermining  the  eftablifhed  laws 


and 


government 


of  this  kingdom. 


We  cannot  but  call  to  min4  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  paffage,  when  we  fee,  as 
we  now  do,  a  new  jundion  formed 
b)'-  the  London  correfponding  fociety 
with  another  equally  adive,  and 
which,  after  this  union,  muff  be 
conlidered  as  equally  dangerous;  we 
mean  a  jundion  with  a  let  of  per- 
fons  calling  themfelves  the  whig 
club.  Judging  from  recent  tranfac- 
tious,  we  verily  believe  that  thefe 
two  focieties  now  ad  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  ;  and  we  have  no  reafon  to 
doubt  but  the  terms  of  union  are 
the  very  principles  and  defigns, 
which  have  all  along  been  profeifed 
by  the  London  correfponding  fo¬ 
ciety  :  for  thefe  latter  are  men  who 
it  is  well  known,  have  kept  in  view 
one  tingle  objed,  from  which  they 
have  never  deviated;  namely,  thq 
deftrudion  of  the  laws  and  govern¬ 
ment  ;  while  the  former  have  been 
known  to  change  their  principles 


and  condud  according  to  times  and 


circumltances. 

Since  the  London  correfponding 
fociety  have  received  this  acceffion 
of  force,  we  feel  additional  reafon  tc 
with  for  fome  new  regulations,  that 


will  guard  the  laws  and  government 


againlt  the  combination  of  fucbj 
clubs  and  focieties.  We  have  no¬ 
ticed  that,  ffnce  this  new  coalition* 
between  wealth  and  poverty,  the* 
public  has  been  more  diffurbed.i 
than  it  had  ever  been  before,  by 

meetings 
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meetings  in  the  open  air,  by  po¬ 
litical  debates  and  le&ures,  by 
the  circulation  of  feditious  pam¬ 
phlets  and  hand-bills,  and  by 
every  fort  of  agitation,  that  can  be 
itirred  up  by  a  confederacy  of  par¬ 
ties,  united  for  faerilicing  the  peace 
and  laws  of  the  country  to  their  own 
fchemes  of  ambition  and  revolution. 

One  inftance  of  thele  attempts  is 
the  caufe  of  our  p  re  lent  addrefs  to 
this  honourable  hoiife.  A  petition 
has  been  prefented  to  this  honour¬ 
able  houfe,  agreed  upon  at  a  tu¬ 
multuary  meeting  held  in  the  very 
hearing  of  the  parliament  and  of 
,the  courts  of  juftice,  and  confiding 
of  a  rabble  collected  from  every  part 
of  the  metropolis;  among  which  the 
greater  number  were,  as  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  and  believe,  members  of 
the  correlponding  fociety ;  and  this 
petition,  propol’ed  and  declaimed 
upon,  to  a  noily  alfembly,  who  did 
not  hear  one  entire  lentcnce  of  what 
palled,  is  entitled  “  A  Petition  of  the 
“  Inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Li- 
u  berty  of  Weftminfter.” 

We  deny  that  the  laid  affembly 
was  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Weftminfter,  but  we  adduce  it  as  an 

example  of  the  mifchievous  ahem- 

* 

blies,  which  fo  immediately  call  for 
reltraint :  we  difavow  the  fentiments 
contained  in  that  petition  ;  but  we 
vouch  it  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  falfe- 
hoods  and  impolitions  p  radii  fed  by 
thele  leaders  in  fadlion,  to  delude 
the  ignorant,  and  inflame  the  fana¬ 
tical:  and  we  relv  upon  the  whole 
narrative  of  that  tranfaclion,  as  de¬ 
livered  with  triumph  the  actors 
in  it,  and  their  agents,  for  incontro¬ 
vertible  teftimonv,  out  of  the  mouths 
and  from  the  pens  of  the  great  agi¬ 
tators  in  fedition,  to  demonltrate  to 
this  honourable  houfe,  that  unlefs 
the  fury  and  folly  of  tliefe  men  be 
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put  under  feme  legal  reltraint,  there 
will  be  neither  freedom  of  perfon 
nor  fecurity  of  property  left  in  this 
great  city. 

If  every  thing  related  of  that 
meeting  were  true,  there  would  in¬ 
deed  be  great  caufe  for  grief  and  in¬ 
dignation  among  others,  befides  our- 
felves,  whole  rights  have  been  fo 
daringly  infringed;  for  it  is  report¬ 
ed,  in  lbrne  of  the  feditious  prints, 
of  which  we  complain,  that  the 
petition  alluded  to  was  actually  la¬ 
boured  and  lolicited  by  certain 
members  of  the  two  houies  of  par¬ 
liament :  but  a  proceeding  fo  grofs 
and  incompatible  with  the  character 
of  a  member  of  parliament,  as  to 
procure  petitions  to  a  body  of  which 
he  is  a  member:  that  is,  to  him-* 
felf;  and  this,  in  order  to  back  and 
uphold  any  opinions  he  may  intend 
to  deliver  in  the  houfe,  appears  to 
perfons  like  ourfelves,  with  common 
underftandings,  fo  upfuitable  and 
prepofterous,  that  we  do  here  de¬ 
clare,  we  believe  it  to  be  utterly 
impollible;  and  we  fay  the  fame  of 
another  fact  Hated  in  the  fame  li¬ 
bellous  accounts  ;  namely,  that  the 
petition  was  propofed  by  a  noble 
perfon,  who  does  not  appear  to  an¬ 
swer  the  defeription  therein  given 
to  the  petitioners,  but  who  lives 
without  the  limits  of  the  city  and 
liberty  of  Weftniinlter. 

We  beg  permilhon  to  mention 
another  inftance,  in  which  the  li- 
centiou fuel's  of  the  prefs  has  aflailed 
the  character  of  members  of  this 
honourable  houfe.  We  have  feen 
in  a  newfpaper  of  Monda}^  the 
l6th  of  November,  certain  printed 
refolutions,  relative  to  the  two  bills 
in  qu elt ion,  among  which  it  is  al¬ 
leged,  “  That  the  privilege  of  dif- 
“  culling  public  affairs  at  public 
“  meetings  was  alferted  in  the  bill 
*L  4  “  of 
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“  of  rights:’'  whereas  we  do  not  find 
a  fyllable  of  the  fort  in  the  bill  of 
rights.  To  this  falfehood  is  pre¬ 
fixed  the  name  of  a  very  honourable 
member  of  this  houfe,  who  is  of 
fuch  known  probity  and  honour,  of 
fuch  knowledge  and  ability,  and 
withal  is  fo  averfe  from  any  thing 
that  looks  like  faction  or  fedition, 
that  to  conned:  his  name  with  fuch 
a  petition  is  the  moil  fhameful  vio¬ 
lation  of  decency  and  truth. 

It  is  our  firm  perfuafion,  that  no¬ 
thing  but  grofs  mifreprefentations 
like  thefe,  can  indifpofe  perfons, 
otherwife  loyally  and  honeftly  in¬ 
clined,  to  the  meafures  contained  in 
the  two  bills  now  pending  in  this 
houfe.  We  are  of  opinion  no  argu¬ 
ments  can  be  urged  againft  them, 
but  fuch  as  arife  from  topics  that 
are  the  very  evils  intended  to  be 
retrained ;  every  day  that  has 
patted  iince  they  have  been  pending 
has  given  frelh  proofs  of  their 'ne- 
ceflity;  the  feditious  and  difaffeded 
leem  to  be  the  only  petitioners  for 
the  continuance  of  their  own  enor¬ 
mities. 

For  our  part,  we  conflder  what  is 
alleged  about  Magna  Charta  and 
the  Bill  of  Rights  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  as  mere  cant  and  impofltion  to 
miflead  the  ignorant.  We  are  plain 
men,  who  deal  little  in  words,  and 
judge  of  things  by  their  effeds  ;  and 
we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  if 
Magna  Charta  and  the  Bill  of  Rights 
give  fandion  to  fuch  feditious  prac¬ 
tices  as  now  prevail,  they  ought  to 
be  reviled,  explained,  and  amended, 
fo  as  to  be  rendered  truly  a  protec¬ 
tion  to  our  liberty,  and  not  a  cloak 
to  licentioufnefs,  But  this,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  they  already  are  ;  and  nothing, 
in  our  opinion  will  more  contribute 
to  make  them  continue  fo,  than  the 
aid  of  the  two  bills  now  in  queftkm. 
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After  what  we  have  prefumed  to 
offer  to  this  honourable  houfe  on  the 
fubjed  of  feditious  and  inflamma¬ 
tory  publications,  we  beg  permiflion 
to  add,  that  while  it  is  intended 
that  political  debates  and  ledures 
fhali  be  made  fubjed  to  a  licence 
from  the  magiftrute,  it  would  be 
advifeable  that  pamphlet  fhops, 
where  fmall  pamphlets  are  fold  for 
fix  pence  and  under,  thould  in  like 
manner  be  fubjed  to  a  licence. 

For  we  humbly  fubmit  it  to  this 
honourable  houfe,  that  unlefs  the 
licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs  be  put 
under  reftraint,  in  the  article  of 
cheap  pamphlets,  the  poifon  of  dan  ¬ 
gerous  opinions  will  be  fpread  fur¬ 
ther  than  by  ledures  and  debating 
lbcieties. 

All  which  we  humbly  fubmit. 
See.  &c. 


To  the  Parliament  and  People  of 
Great  Britain. 

An  explicit  Declaration  of  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  and  Views  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society. 

THE  London  Correfponding  So¬ 
ciety  feeling  the  awful  importance  ( 
of  the  fituation  in  which  their  own 
efforts  in  behalf  of  liberty,  and  the 
arbitrary  meafures  of  an  encroach¬ 
ing  admmiflration  have  confpired  to 
place  them— feeling  alfo  that  the 
affairs  of  this  long  harafled  and 
diftraded  nation  have  arrived  at  a 
mod  momentous  crifis — that  the 
people  and  their  oppreffors  are  at 
iflue,  and  that  there  is  now  but  one 
alternative,  liberty  and  reform,  or 
encroachment  and  abfolute  defpo- 
tifm — conceive  themfelves  called 
upon,  once  more,  to  appeal  to  that 
public,  fo  frequently  warned  by 

them, 
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them,  and  deluded  by  their  calum¬ 
niators  ;  and  to  hate  in  the  mod 
clear  atari  explicit  terms  the  follow¬ 
ing  declaration  of  their  principles. 

I.  This  fociety  is,  and  ever  has 
been,  mod  firmly  attached  to  the 
principles  of  equality,  accurately 
defined  and  properly  underftood ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  they  regard 
with  the  utmod  abhorrence  the  bafe 
mifreprelentations,  to  which,  for  in- 
tereded  purpofes,  thefe  principles 
have  been  fubjected. 

Social  equality,  according  to  its 
juft  definition,  appears  to  them  to 
confift  in  the  following  things  : 

1.  The  acknowledgement  of 
equal  rights. 

2.  The  exiftence  of  equal  laws 
for  the  fecurity  of  thofe  rights. 

3.  Equal  and  adual  reprefenta- 

tion,  by  which,  and  which  alone, 
the  invafion  of  thofe  laws  can  be 
prevented;  and  fuch  an  adminiftra- 
tion  of  thofe  laws  infured,  as  will 
alike  preferve  the  poor  from  the  in- 
fults  and  oppreflions  of  the  rich,  and 
the  rich  from  the  infults  and  inva- 
fions  of  the  poor.  .  r 

In  their  ideas  of  equality,  they 
have  never  included,  [nor,  till  the 
affociations  of  alarmills  broached 
the  frantic  notion,  could  they  ever 
have  conceived  that  fo  wild  and  de- 
teftable  a  feniiment  could  have  en¬ 
tered  the  brain  of  man]  as  the 
equalization  of  property,  or  the  in- 
valion  of  perfonal  rights  and  pol'fef- 
fions.  This  levelling  fyftem  they 
know,  and  all  rational  men  mu  ft 
immediately  perceive,  to  be  equally 
unjuft  and  impracticable  ;  and  they 
are  ready  to  a  man,  not  only  to 
proteft  againft,  but  to  oppofe,  with 
their  lives,  every  attempt  of  that 
deferiptien — attempts  which  they 
are  well  aware,  inftead  of  equalizing 
die  condition  of  mankind,  could 


only  transfer  property  from  its  pre¬ 
fen  t  pofleftbrs  to  plunderers  and  af- 
faftins  of  the  molt  profligate  delcrip- 
tion,  and  fubjed  the  nation  to  the 
brutal  and  ferocious  tyranny  of  the 
moft  ignorant  and  moft  worthlefs  of 
mankind. 

II.  With  refped  to  particular 
forms  and  modifications  of  govern¬ 
ment,  this  fociety  conceive,  and 
ever  have  conceived,  that  the  de¬ 
putes  and  contentions  about  thefe 
which  have  fo  often  diftracted  the 
univerfe  [like  bigotted  attachments 
to  particular  forms  of  worfhip]  are 
marks  only  of  weak  and  inconfi- 
derate  minds,  that  in  the  purfuit  of 
fleeting  fliadows  forget  the  fubftance. 
Their  attention  has  been  uniformly 
addrefied  to  more  effential  objeds— 
to  the  peace— the  focial  order — and 
the  buppinefs  of  mankind;  and  thefe 
they  have  always  been  ready  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  and  believe  might  be 
fufficiently  fecured  by  the  genuine 
Jpirit  of  the  Bntifh  conftitution. 
They  have  laboured  therefore,  with 
inceflant  application,  not  to  over¬ 
throw  but  to  rejiore  and  realize  that 
conftitution;  to  give  pradical  effed 
to  thofe  excellencies  which  have 
been  theoretically  acknowledged ; 
and  to  reform  thofe  corruptions  and 
abufes  which,  though  fome  have 
attempted  to  juftify,  no  one  has  hail 
the -hardihood  to  deny. 

Peaceful  reform,  and  not  tumul¬ 
tuary  revolt,  is  their  objed;  and 
they  trull  to  the  good  lenfe  and 
candour  of  the  nation,  that  fome- 
thing  more  than  vague  accufation 
and  inter ejled  calumny  will  be  ex- 
peded  to  diferedit  their  proteftatiori, 
that  They  abhor  alike  the  fanatical 
enthusiasm  that  would  plunge  into 
afea  of  anarchy  in  quefi  of  Specula¬ 
tive  theories ,  and  the  villanous 
hypocrisy  that  would  defir oy  the 

very 
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terj/  e (fence  of  exjling  wjiitutions , 
midtr  pretence  of  preferving  them 
from  riff  n(  ft  ion  !!! 

III.  This  l'ociety  have  always 
eheriflred,  and  will  ever  be  delirous 
to  inculcate,  the  molt  decided  ab¬ 
horrence  of  all  tumult  and  violence. 
Anxious  to  promote  the  happinefs , 
and  therefore  jealous  of  the  rights 
of  man,  they  have  never  failed  to 
propagate,  nor  to  praftil'e,  the  con- 
ftitutional  do&rine,  of  oppofing,  by 
every  peaceful  and  rational  exer¬ 
tion,  the  encroachments  of  power 
and  corruption.  But  they  have 
never  countenanced,  nor  ever  will, 
any  motion,  meafure  or  Jentiment 
tending  to  excite  commotion — to 
inflame  the  mind  with  fanguinary 
enthufiafm — or  to  extinauifli  the 
emotions  of  tendernels  and  huma¬ 
nity  which  ought  particularly  to 
eharacterife  a  free  and  enlightened 
nation. 

At  the  fame  time,  they  do  not 
wifli  to  be  underflood  as  giving,  by 
this  declaration,  any  fort  of  coun¬ 
tenance  to  the  detefable  and  dclu- 
fve  dofirines  of  pa  five  obedience  and 
nm-refftance .  This  is  a  fyflem 
which  none  but  hypocrites  will  pro¬ 
fefs ,  and  none  but Jlates  will  praftife. 

The  London  Corresponding 
Society  are  neither  the  former,  nor 
the  latter;  and  on  the  altar  of  their 
own  hearts  they  have  l’worn — - That 

infolent  encroachments  of  a  cor¬ 
rupt  and  tyrannical  adminijtration — 
n&  dread  of  the  laft  fatal  arbitrament, 
flail'  ever  compel  them  to  be  either  ! 
They  know  that  they  have  rights — • 
they  know  that  it  is  their  duty  to 
defend  them — they  know  alio,  that 
to  profefs  implicit  fubmiflion  is  to 
invite  oppreflion;  and  that  to  prac- 
tife  it  is  treafon  to  poflerity,  and 
facrilege  againlt  nature. 

To  relilt  oppreflion  [when  no  other 
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means  are  left]  even  with  the  fame 
arms  with  which  it  is  enforced,  is. 
they  are  aware,  not  only  a  natural 
right,  but  a  conftitutional  duty ;  and 
if  their  anceftors  had  not  fo  refilled 
the  house  of  Brunswick  nevei 
would  have  fwayed  the  Britifli 
feeptre,  the  exiled  family  of  the 
Stuarts  would  have  been  Hill  upor 
the  throne,  and  Britain  never  could 
have  boafted  her  glorious  revo¬ 
lution  of  1688. 

But  refiflance  of  oppreflion,  anti 
promotion  of  tumult,  are,  in  then 
minds,  diftind  propofitions. 

The  former  they  profefs  as  fo- 
lemnly  as  they  abjure  the  latter: 
and  they  truft  that  the  nation  at 
large  is  equally  fenfible  of  the  dif- 
tinclion ;  and  that  if  the  dire  neccf- 
Jity  ever  fhould  arrive,  when  the  U-. 
berties  of  Britain  mufi  be  offer  tea 
not  by  the  voice  and  the  pen,  but  by 
the  /word,  Britons  will  rally  round 
the  fandard  of  liberty,  not  like  a 
band  of  depredators  and  afafjins ,  but 
like  a  Spartan  phalanx;  prep  area 
and  re  foiled,  to  a  man,  rather  to  die 
at  their  pojls,  than  to  abandon  then 
principles,  and  betray  the  liberties 
of  their  country  H! 

J.  Ashley,  Secretary. 
Committee  Room,  Beai fort-buildings ! 
Nov.  23,  1795. 


To  the  People  of  Britain. 

The  Addrefs  of  many  thou  funds,  In-  ■, 
habitants  of  London  and  its  vici-i 
nity,  .af  belated  with  the  London  \ 
Cor  ref  ponding  Society ,  in  Mary-i 
le-bone  Fields,  on  Monday,  DecM 

7>  1795* 

Fellow  Countrymen, 

For  nearly  half  a  century  the  li-I 
berties  upon  which  the  glory  and 

happinefs 
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happinefs  of  Britain  were  eftablifli- 
ed,  have  been  finking  beneath  a 
fyftem  of  political  extravagance  and 
corruption,  which  have  not  been 
furpafled  under  the  molt  confirmed 
tyrannies  of  the  worft  of  times. 

The  moment  is  arrived  when  the 
views  of  an  unprincipled  adminiltra- 
tion  appear  unmafked.  The  Bill  of 
Rights  is  trampled  upon,  and  de¬ 
puted  tyrannies,  like  thofe  in  the 
old  fyftem  of  French  defpotifm,  is 
threatened,  not  only  in  every  town 
and  village,  but  even  in  the  hither¬ 
to  peaceful  fan&uaries  of  domeftic 
retirement. 

Shall  thefe  things  be  done,  and 
feven  millions  and  a  half  of  Britons 
breathe  the  fame  air  that  animated 
a  Hampden,  a  Ruffe],  and  a  Sydney  ? 
fiiali  they  fuffer  their  country,  once 
formidable  to  tyrants,  and  boafling 
of  their  defcent  from  the  worthies 
of  a  more  determined  sera,  to  fink 
under  flavery  ? 

The  eyes  of  the  whole  earth  are 
fixed  on  Britain,  as  on  a  nation  big 
with  fome  great  and  inftru&ive 
event.  The  poflure  of  affairs  can¬ 
not  long  remain  unaltered,  and  the 
time  is  come  when  file  rnuft  again 
difplay  all  the  malculine  energy  of 
inf  lilted  freedom,  or  become  the 
lcoff  of  mankind. 

Iiow  varied  have  been  the  means 
by  which  too  fupine  and  credulous 
Britons  have  been  betrayed! 

War,  ftanding  armies,  and  the 
inordinate  wafte  of  public  money, 
begot  Excife,  the  Riot  Adi,  the  il¬ 
legal  violence  of  what  is  called  the 
Imprefs  ferviee,  and  the  Mutinv 
Bill;  and  the  wafleful  prodigality  of 
the  funding  fyftem  became  a  necef- 
fary  confequence  of  the  fatal  ra¬ 
vages  of  continental  politics,  in 
which  we  have  been  fo  defperately 
and  inceffantly  engaged;  the  na¬ 


tional  property  diverted  from  the 
healthful  channels  of  trade,  and 
poured  through  thofe  of  corruption, 
has,  inftead  of  animating  with  its 
natural  vigour,  produced  the  moll 
baneful  dilorders. 

Nearly  five  hundred  millions  of 
Britifli  gold  have  been  expended 
during  the  two  laft  reigns,  in  wars 
with  which  the  nation  had  no  pro¬ 
per  or  juftifiable  concern,  or  by  po¬ 
litical  intrigues  utterly  repugnant 
to  its  interefls;  near  three  millions 
of  human  beings  have  perifhed  with¬ 
in  the  fame  period,  through  the 
fame  means;  exclufive  even  of  the 
Africans  and  Afiatics  who  have 
fallen  the  victims  of  11  a  very  and  ra¬ 
pacity.  The  prices  of  the  necefia- 
ries  of  life,  and  the  wages  of  the 
artifan  and  labourer,  have  fo  dis¬ 
proportionately  encreafed,  that  the 
utmoll  afiiduity  will  now  fcarcely 
procure  a  third  part  of  the  ne- 
cefiaries  and  comforts  with  which 
the  induftrious  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity  could  formerly  preferve  their  v 
ftrength,  and  provide  recreation  in 
the  inter  vals  of  toil. 

The  national  debt,  which  even  at 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
reign  amounted  only  to  eighty-eight 
millions  and  a  half,  has  already 
fwelled  to  the  enormous  fum  o i three 
hundred  and  ten  millions!!! — the 
annual  burthen  of  taxes ,  enftoms , 
and  excife,  which  at  the  fame  period 
was  no  more  than  f even  millions , 
cannot  be  computed  at  lefs  than 
twenty  millions ;  while  the  poor  rates, 
which,  during  the  fpace  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  years,  to  the  middle  of  the 
prefent  century,  had  been  found  to 
encreufe  only  in  a  regular  progref- 
fion  of  between  four  or  jive  thoufand 
pounds  a  year,  have  been  fwelled, 
during  the  former  part  of  the  pre¬ 
lent  reign,  by  an  annual  encreafe  of 
•  *  between 
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between  twenty  and  thirty  thoufand, 
and  during  the  latter  part,  of  be¬ 
tween  fifty  and  fixty  thoufand 
pounds ! 

Such  has  been  the  progrefs  and 
fuch  the  confequences  of  the  exift- 
ing  fyftem  of  political  ceconomy,  in 
the  two  important  concerns  of  life 
and  property; — but  in  the  midft  of 
fuch  calamitous  profufion,  what 
have  been  the  effects  upon  your  li¬ 
berties? 

By  the  Mutiny  Bill,  the  military 
were  divided  from  the  great  body 
©f  citizens;- — the  facred  right  of 
trial  by  jury  was  torn  from  the  fol- 
dier,  and  he  was  reduced  to  that 
vile  condition  in  which  the  Roman 
people  placed  their  Haves;  he  was 
deprived  of  opinion  and  libertv  for 
life :  if  ordered  by  his  fuperior  officer 
to  fire  upon  his  own  parents,  a  re- 
fufal  would  expofe  him  to  the  pu- 
nilhment  of  death;  and  the  mod 
trivial  error  in  demeanour  lubjeds 
him  to  the  ignominious  lath  ol  the 
executioner;  the  militia  originally 
efiablifhed  upon  principles  profell- 
edly  more  free,  have  been  gradually 
fubjeded  to  all  the  odious  reftric- 
tions  and  penalties  of  the  regular 
army,  with  an  exception  only  to 
thaf  of  fervitude  for  life. 

By  the  cruel  practice  of  imprelT- 
ing  the  hardy  race  of  feamen,  the 
glory  of  the  Britiih  nation,  they  are 
not  only  fubjeded  to  a  bondage  and 
punifhment  equally  vile  and  arbi¬ 
trary,  but  to  the  additional  and  ftill 
more  atrocious  violation  of  natural 
freedom,  in  being  torn  again  11  their 
will  from  their  country,  their  con- 
nedions,  and  their  molt  valuable 
avocations. 

To  fpeak  of  the  Septennial  Ad, 
and  that  invafion  of  your  conftitu- 
tional  liberties  the  lliot  Ad,  and 
the  dangerous  authority  entrufied 


thereby  in  the  hands  of  venal  ma- 
gifirates,  would  be  entirely  fuper- 
fluous,  at  a  time  when  meafures  of 
a  fimilar  complexion,  but  diftin- 
guifhed  by  features  lb  much  more 
hideous  and  dillorted,  are  likely  to 
be  adopted,  and  perhaps  enforced. 

But  theie  fads  form  a  very  little 
part  of  the  evils  refulting  from  the 
lyftem  under  which  the  nation  fuf- 
fers ;  the  enumeration  of  all  would 
diftrad  the  attention,  and  ficken  the 
heart. 

To  remedy  fuch  evils,  by  the  only 
means  from  which  fuch  remedy  can 
be  rationally  expeded,  (a  radical 
reform  in  the  commons  houfe  of 
parliament)  has  the  energy  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society  been 
ardently  and  folely  direded  from  its 
inftitution  to  the  prefent  time;  for 
this  they  have  endured  every  fpecies 
of  calumny  and  perfecution;  for  this 
have  fome  of  their  moll  elieemed 
and  valuable  members  been  fent, 
like  the  vilelb  felons  to  Botany-Bay; 
while  others  have  been  arraigned 
like  ruffians  and  murderers,  at  the 
bar  of  the  Old  Bailey; — where, 
thanks  to  the  difcernment  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  an  Englilh  jury,  their 
virtues  have  been  lubfiantiated,  and 
the  bale  pradices  of  their  perfecu- 
tors  have  been  expofed. 

But  in  the  midft  of  thefe  perfe- 
cutions,  unawed  by  the  power  and 
malice  of  our  opponents,  we  have 
perfevered  with  increaftng  ardour  in 
purfuit  of  an  objed,  upon  the  fuc- 
cefsful  profecution  of  which  mull 
ultimately  depend  the  prefervation 
not  only  of  the  conftitution,  but  of 
the  liberties,  independence,  and  po¬ 
litical  exiftence  of  the  nation;  the 
artifices  of  minifterial  calumnia¬ 
tors,  and  the  conl'equent  terror  ot 
alarmifts  have,  it  is  true,  in  fome 
degree,  impeded  the  general  diffu- 
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Ron  of  oar  principles,  and  checked 
the  growth  of  thofe  juft  principles 
which  are  calculated  to  produce  the 
happieft  effects.  N 

But  the  progreis  of  truth,  though 
impeded,  was  not  totally  obftrucfted ; 
corruption  was  fhaken  to  the  centre, 
and  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the 
cauie  of  parliamentary  reform  (if 
things  were  left  to  the  natural 
couife  of  reafon  and  enquiry)  be¬ 
came  evqry  day  more  obvious  and 
certain. 

The  exorbitant  emoluments  of 
office;  the  lucrative  advantages  of 
patronage,  and  the  unbounded  gra¬ 
tification  of  minilterial  ambition, 
are,  however,  connected  with  the 
ivltem  of  parliamentary  corruption, 
and  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected,  that 
thofe  who  are  monopolifing  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  that  corruption,  fhonld 
yield  without  aftruggle  to  a  reform, 
which,  however  ne'ceffary  to  the 
general  falvation,  mu  ft  detract  from 
their  confeepience,  and  abridge  their 
power  and  emolument. 

Two  bills  (part,  we  are  told,  of  a 
regular  digefted  feries)  have  acco'rd- 
ingly  been  fabricated  upon  models 
not  derived  from  the  principles  of 
die  glorious  revolution,  but  in  di¬ 
rect  hoftility  to  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
the  main  inftrumenl  by  which  that 
revolution  is  diftinguifhed ;  and  fup- 
ported  „by  precedents  not  derived 
from  the  practices  of  the  free  and 
ieltled  con  Iti  tut  ion  which  that  revo¬ 
lution  eftablilhed,  but  from  the-  ar¬ 
bitrary  expedients  of  thofe  deieft- 
-ible  times,  for  the  termination  of 
which  that  revolution  was  aecom- 
)lifhed. 

By  thefe  bills  (if  ever  they  fhall' 
)e  put  into  execution)  the  boafted 
iberty  of  fpeech  is  abrogated,  that 
proverbial  inviolability  of  domeftic 
scurity,  which  has  occafioned  us 
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to  boaft  that  every  Englijhmaris 
houfe  is  his  caftle ,  is  for  ever  de¬ 
ft  royed  ;  every  venal  magiftrate  is 
rendered  an  uncontroulable  defpot, 
to  differ  trom  whom  in  political 
opinion  may  be  attended  with  all 
the  vexatious  perfecution  of  domri 
ciliary  vifits,  and  expofe  the  peace¬ 
ful  afferters  of  conftitutional  liberty 
to  the  horrors  of  military  execu¬ 
tion;  while  at  the  fame  "time  all 
the  jealous  provifions  of  our-  ancef- 
tors  to  protect  the  people  againft 
the  op  predion  of  ftate  perfecution® 
are  at  once  deftroyed ;  and  the  advo¬ 
cates  of  liberty  and  reform  expofed 
to  all  the  fury  of  minifterial  ven¬ 
geance,  'and  to  penalties  lb  fangui- 
nary  and  vindictive,  as  to  be  totally 
inconfiftent  with  that  equity  and 
moderation  which  has  been  fo  fre¬ 
quently  boafted  as  the  diftinguithing 
characteriftic  of  Englilh  law. 

Think  not,  however,  that  we 
fpeak  to  you  in  the  language  of  tre¬ 
pidation  or  defpair.  Believe  not, 
fellow  countrymen,  that  the  intro¬ 
duction,  or  even  the  palling  of  thefe 
balls,  is  any  argument  of  the  decline 
of  juft  principles,  or  the  confidence 
of  minifters  in  the  refources  of  their 
own  power,  or  the.  permanence  of 
that  fyftem  of  corruption  to  which 
they  are  attached.  We  agree  with 
the  fentirnent  of  a  late  writer,  whole 
obfervation  in  this  refpeCt  is  not  the 
lefs  true,  or  the  lefs  valuable,  be- 
caufe,  in  the  affectation  of  extreme 
candour,  he  has  illiberally  attacked  • 
an  iiiftitution,  with  whofe  conduct 
and  principles  he  feems  to  be  totally 
unacquainted;  that  “  the  prefent  in- 
“  temperate  effort  (of  the  too  eager 
“  advocates  of  authority)  is  not  the 
“  act  of  prefumptuous  confidence ^  it 
iC  is  dictated  by  a  fentirnent  of  de- 
“  fpair!”  Minifters  behold  with  pain 
and  copfufion  “  how  deeply  more 

“  liberal 
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“  liberal  principles  of  liberty  have 
“  ftruck  their  root  into  the  foil  of 
44  Britain  \  and  the  ftorm  they  have 
raifed  to  dellroy  the  hardy  plant  has 
confirmed  the  public  confidence  in 
its  flrength,  and  enabled  it  to  fpread 
Hill  farther  its  vigorous  branches. 
In  plain  and  limple  language,  the 
difcuffion  which  thele  bills  have 
occafioned  has  roufed  the  nation 
from  its  lethargy,  has  revealed  in 
all  their  naked  deformity  the  real 
objeds  of  the  minifter,  and,  in  point 
of  popular  conviction,  has  occa- 
iioned  a  few  fliort  weeks  to  produce 
the  effects  which  years  of  ordinary 
exertion  could  fcarcely  have  equal¬ 
led.  At  the  fame  time  we  trull, 
nay,  we  may  affirm  we  know,  that 
the  intrepid,  and  at  the  fame  time 
temperate  manner,  in  which  this 
fociety  has  met  the  fury,  and  re¬ 
pelled  the  calumnies  of  the  advo¬ 
cates  of  corruption,  has  eflentially 
contributed  to  the  removal  of  the 
prejudices  fo  artfully  propagated 
asainft  the  advocates  of  reform  :  to 

O 

fhew  the  people  who  are  the  real 
friends  of  conllitutional  liberty,  and 
who  its  hypocritical  fubverters ;  and 
to  unite  the  friends  of  the  people’s 
liberties  in  one  firm  phalanx,  which 
having  reafon  for  its  weapon,  juflice 
for  its  lhield,  and  freedom  for  its 
banner,  cannot  fail  of  being  ulti¬ 
mately,  nay,  fhortly  triumphant, 
over  every  oppofition  which  the 
fury  of  minifterial  corruption  can 
dired  againfl  it.  Be  firm  then — be 
adive — be  refolute.  Lot  the  rafh- 
nefs  and  fury  of  your  enemies  en- 
creafe  your  circumfpedion  and  tem¬ 
perance  ;  and  your  temperance,  as 
is  the  habit  of  that  manly  virtue, 
encreafe  the  inflexibility  of  that 
courage,  with  which,  as  men,  and 
Britons,  you  are  called  upon  to 

✓  / 


purfue  the  glorious  caufe  of  liberty 
and  reform ! 

M.  C.  Browne,  Chairman. 
John  Ashley,  Secretary. 


To  the  King’s  moft  excellent  Majefly. 

The  humble  Add  refs,  Petition,  and 
Remanjlrance  of  many  thoufands, 
Inhabitants  of  London ,  and  its 
vicinity,  af  belated  with  the  Lon¬ 
don  Correfponding  Society . 

Sire, 

A  few  anxious  weeks  have  palled 
fince,  in  addition  to  our  add  relies  to 
the  two  other  branches  of  the  legis¬ 
lature,  we  determined  to  hate  to 
your  majefly  the  apprehenfions 
which  had  been  excited  in  our 
minds,  by  the  two  bills  then  newly 
introduced  into  parliament, 

Exclufive  of  the  hopes  which  we 
entertained  from  your  majelly’s  re¬ 
gard  to  the  happinefs  of  the  nation, 
and  your  own  pofterity,  we  trufled, ' 
that  our  countrymen  in  general 
would  teftify  their  approbation  of 
the  fentiments  which  we  avowed,, 
in  terms  fo  forcible,  that  it  would 
be  iiiipoflible  for  men  who  call 
themfelyes  the  representatives  of, 
the  people  of  Britain,  to  fandion  the 
meafures  which  your  majelly’s  mi-* 
nifters  had  propofed. 

In  our  expectations  of  the  con- 
dud  of  our  countrymen,  we  have 
not  been  deceived.  Never  were 
propofitions  lubmitted  to  the  Britifh 
nation,  which  met  with  an  oppofi¬ 
tion  fo  decided,  and  fo  nearly  una¬ 
nimous.  But  we  have  hitherto  feen 
little  or  no  regard  paid  to  their  opi¬ 
nions,  by  your  majelly’s  minillers  or 
their  adherents. 

When  we  refled  on  the  behaviour 
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of  the  people  of  Britain;  when  we 
fee  them  generally  evincing  the 
ltrongeft  attachment  to  good  order 
and  true  loyalty,  we  cannot  but 
confider  the  earneftnefs  with  which 
your  majefty’s  minifters  have  preffed 
the  adoption  of  thefe  laws,  as  a  tef • 
timony  of  their  determination  to 
deprive  the  people  of  the  power  to 
exprefs  their  willies  for  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  prefent  war;  and, 
though  we  are  not  without  hopes, 
your  majefty’s  regard  to  the  attach¬ 
ment  of  the  people  (by  which  alone 
the  dignity  of  your  family  can  be 
fecured)  will  induce  you  to  refute 
your  fandion  to  the  two  unconftitu- 
tional  bills,  which  were  the  fubjeCt 
of  our  former  petition,  we  cannot, 
with  due  regard  to  our  own  diftre fl¬ 
ed  families,  negled  to  feize  on  this, 
perhaps  the  lafl,  opportunity  of 
freely,  yet  peaceably  and  refped- 
tully,  fluting  to  your  majefty,  the 
calamities  under  which  our  country 
now  groans. 

Such  have  been  the  effects  of  the 
enormous  prices  of  the  neceff’aries 
of  life,  that  for  many  months  pal't, 
perfons  who  in  the  ufual  courfe  of 
their  affairs  . had  a  profped  of  fecur- 
rng  a  comfortable  provilion  for  the 
flebility  of  age,  the  education  and 
future  effabliffunent  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  have  leen,  with  anxious  foli- 
citude,  the  rapid  approach  of  po¬ 
verty,  To  thofe  of  !efs  advantage¬ 
ous  circumftances  the  diftrefs  has 
been  aggravated  in  proportion  as 
they  had  lels  of  fuperfluity  to  relin- 
quilh ;  and  to  the  labouring  poor  it 
has  caufed  a  general,  and  in  many 
inftances  a  total  privation  of  animal 
food,  and  of  many  other  articles  ne- 
cellary  to  fupport  that  degree  of 
exertion  to  which  they  have  been 
iccultomed  in  their  feverul  purfuits, 


and  from  which  in  a  great  meafure 
is  derived  the  luperiority  of  our 
cultivation  and  manufactures,  the 
real  fources  of  wealth  and  national 
grandeur. 

We  entreat  your  majefty  not  to 
conlider  this  ftatement  as  exagge¬ 
rated.  If  it  is  yet  unknown  to  you, 
avery'fmall  enquiry  will  convince 
you  of  its  truth;  and  fatal  indeed 
mult  be  the  confequenee,  if  the  na¬ 
tion  ihould  be  compelled  to  believe 
that,  though  known,  it  is  not  re¬ 
garded. 

We  are  aware  that  your  majefty’s 
minifters  are  in  the  habit  of  deny¬ 
ing  that  thele  melancholy  events 
are  caufed  either  by  the  war,  or 
that  growing  corruption  which  un¬ 
der  their  adminiftration  has  ad¬ 
vanced  with  fuch  gigantic  ftrides. 
But  the  evidence  of  the  operation 
qf  the  former  of  thefe  caufes  is 
written  too  plainly  in  the  known 
defolatiun  which  has  taken  place  in 
feveral  of  the  moft  fertile  parts  of 
Europe,  and  in  the  large  quantity 
ot  proviftons  which  are  not  only 
conlumed  but  deftroyed  in  the  courie 
of  naval  and  military  operations. 

And  with  relpect  to  the  influence 
of  the  latter,  can  it  be  denied  that 
places  and  pennons  are  increafmg, 
while  the  mifery  of  the  people  is 
growing  daily  more  and  more  into¬ 
lerable,  and  that  thefe  penfions, 
and  the  falaries  of  thefe  places, 
mull  be  levied  by  taxation,  and  con- 
fequently  be  deducted  from  the  earn¬ 
ings  of  the  pour  man’s  labour. 

From  the  attempts  which  your 
majefty’s  minifters  have  formerly 
made  to  wreft  the  exiliing  laws  to 
fanguinary  and  vindictive  purpofes  ; 
from  their  prefent  endeavours  to 
obtain  laws  more  favourable  to  fuch 
purpofes;  and  from  their  obltinate 

perfeveranc 
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perfeverance  in  the  prefent  war,  we 
are  convinced  the  {offerings  of  whole 
nations  are  looked  on  with  unfeel¬ 
ing  indifference,  if  not  with  cruel 
exultation. 

Syftems  of  terror  and  cruelty  have 
ever  been  repugnant  to  the  humane 
and  generous  feelings  of  Britons, 
even  when  malked  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  attachment  to  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  of  liberty  which  have  been  lo 
eminently  cultivated  by  our  fore¬ 
fathers;  much  lefs  can  it  be  ex- 
pe61ed  that  any  luch  fyffem  will  be 
patiently  endured,  when  obvioully 
intended  tofubvert  every  remaining 
principle  of  liberty. 

We,  therefore,  entreat  your  ma- 
jefty,  as  you  tender  the  happinefs  of 
mankind  in  general,  of  this  country 
in  particular,  and  as  you  wifh  your 
memory  to  be  refpeded  by  pofte- 
rity,  that  you  would  difmils  your 
prefent  minifters  from  your  prefence 
and  councils;  earneftly  hoping,  that, 
being  advifed  by  men  of  more  wif- 
dom  and  humanity,  your  majefty 
may  be  enabled  to  reftore  the  blel- 
fings  of  peace  and  concord  to  this 
hnpoverilhed  and  diftraded  country. 
Dec .  7. 


Declaration  of  the  Whig  Club. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  General  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Whig  Club,  held  at 
the  Shalcefpeare  Tavern ,  on  Satur¬ 
day,  January  23,  1796. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  C.  J.  Fox  in  the  Chair, 

Refolved,  That  the  following  de¬ 
claration  be  adopted  and  publiihed 
as  the  declaration  of  the  whig  club : 

When  a  focicty  of  private  men 
feel  themfelves  bound  to  propofe  a 
great  national  meafure  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  juftice  to  their  own  character, 
$nd  refped  for  the  public  judgment, 


require  that  they  Ihouldmakeknown 
the  reafons  which  have  moved  them 
to  fuch  a  proceeding.  We  confefs 
that  it  is,  and  ought  to  be  unufual, 
becaufe  it  can  be  juftilied  by  no  or¬ 
dinary  circumftances:  but  we  think 
that  the  fituation  of  the  country  no 
longer  permits  us  to  confide  the 
fupport  of  our  principles  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  exertions  of  our  members. 
The  whig  club,  invariably  adhering 
to  the  principles  of  the  Britilh  cou- 
ftitution,  as  effablilhed  at  the  revo¬ 
lution,  cannot  be  unconcerned  fpec- 
tators  of  the  deftrudion  of  the  moft 
important  fecurities  of  public  liberty 
which  were  provided  at  that  glori¬ 
ous  aera.  The  conftitution  can,  in 
our  judgment,  now  only  be  reiftored 
by  the  exercife  of  that  juft  autho¬ 
rity  which  the  national  opinion 
muft  ever  poffefs  over  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  legislature.  We  there¬ 
fore  deem  it  our  duty,  by  every 
means  which  yet  are  legal,  to  appeal 
to  the  judgment  of  the  people,  and 
to  procure  a  declaration  of  their 
opinion.  With  this  view  we  have 
invited  our  fellow-fubjeds  to  affo- 
ciate  for  obtaining  the  repeal  of  two 
ftatutes  palled  in  the  prefent  feffion 
of  parliament. 

In  one  of  thefe  ftatutes  we  fee  f 
public  aflemblies  of  Britilh  fubjeds, 
though  their  proceedings  Ihould  be 
the  moft  orderly  and  peaceable,  and 
their  objed  unqueftionably  legal, 
lettered  .by  reftridions  hitherto  un* 
known  to  the  law  and  practice  of 
this  kingdom.  Thofe  meetings  which 
Hi  all  not  fubmit  to  thefe  new  and 
diigraceful  conditions  are  fubjeded 
to  difperfion  under  pain-of  death; 
and  thofe  which  lhall  be  held  in 
compliance  with  them,  are  made 
liable  to  fuch  perpetual  and  vexa¬ 
tious  interruption,  at  the  difcretion 
of  magiftrates,  that  there  never  can 
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be  wanting  an  opportunity  for  dif 
turbing  their  deliberations,  and  de¬ 
feating  their  objects.  Such  a  law 
we  cannot  but  regard  as  repugnant 
to  the  genius  and  charader  of  this 
free  nation.  The  conftitution  of 
Great  Britain  is  eftablifhed  on  the 
content  and  affedion  of  the  people, 
and  can  only  reft,  with  dignity  or 
fafety,  on  thole  genuine  foundations 
of  all  focial  authority.  When  purely 
adnnniftered,  it  will  even  make  it- 
felf  refpeded  by  its  own  beneficence 
and  juftice.  It  has  for  ages  intrud¬ 
ed  the  world  by  the  example  of  a 
government  which  builds  its  ftrength 
only  on  its  juftice,  and  fecures  the 
obedience  of  Us  fubjeds  by  their 
love  of  liberty.  It  can  neither  re¬ 
quire  the  aid  of  a  fyftem  of  conftraint 
and  terror,  nor  even  receive  it  with¬ 
out  danger  of  deftrudion.  Its  ruling 
principle  is  the  right  of  the  people 
to  manifeft  their  opinion  on  their 
public  concerns ;  a  right  of  which 
the  frequent,  unreftrained,  and  fear- 
lefs  exertion  can  alone  create  and 
preferve  in  a  people  that  free  lpirit 
and  conic  tons  independence,  without 
which  the  forms  of  a  free  conftitu¬ 
tion  are  worthlefs  and  unavailing. 
This  rig] it  alone  guards  and  pro- 
teds  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  every 
other  privilege.  The  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  is  Pur  fecurity  againft  the 
encroachments  of  the  crown.  The 
kings  prerogatives  and  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  houfe  of  peers  are  our 
fecurities  againft  our  own  reprefen- 
tatives.  But  no  human  wiidom 
can  provide  any  fafeguard  againft  a 
poftible  combination  of  all  the 
j  branches  of  the  legiflature  to  opprefs 
or  betray  the  community,  but  by 
enabling  the  great  body  of  the  na¬ 
tion  freely  to  pronounce  their  opinion 
on  the  ads  and  meafures  of  govern¬ 
ment,  by  petition  and  remonltrance 
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to  the  king,  or  either  houfe  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  by  fpeech  and  publica¬ 
tion  to  their  fellow-fubjeds  ;  unfet¬ 
tered  by  any  previous  reftraint,  and 
fubje£t  only  to  the  animadverfton  of 
the  law  on  thoi'e  overt  ads  of  trea- 
fon,  tumult,  diforder,  or  fedition, 
which  may  be  committed  by  indi¬ 
viduals  under  pretence  of  exerciftng 
thefe  invaluable  rights.  This  unre- 
ftraiued  communication  of  opinion 
is  at  once  the  only  check  to  which 
it  is  poflible  to  fubjed  fupreme 
power,  and  the  wifeft  means  for 
averting  popular  violences.  To 
watch  the  exercife  of  thefe  rights 
with  fufpicion,  to  clog  it  with  jealous 
and  ignominious  conditions,  and* 
above  all,  to  fubjed  it  to  the  arbi¬ 
trary  difcretion  of  magiftrates  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  crown,  is  to  break 
that  lpirit  from  which  fuch  privi¬ 
leges  derive  their  whole  ufe  and 
value.  To  impofe  on  them  any  pre¬ 
vious  reftraint  is  fubftantially  to 
take  them  away.  They  cannot  be 
fo  reftrained  without  being  reduced  , 
to  a  dependence  on  the  pleafure  of 
that  very  authority  upon  which  they 
are  to  operate  as  a  controul,  and 
againft  which  they  are  relerved  as 
a  fecurity.  To  reftrain  is  therefore 

y 

to  deftroy  them. 

But  the  provident  wifdorn  of  our 
anceftors  did  not  leave  thefe  facred 
privileges  to  reft  on  the  mere  foun¬ 
dation  of  their  own  juftice  and  ne- 
cdTity  :  they  were  folemnly  aflerted 
at  the  revolution  in  the  inftance  of 
petition,  where  they  had  been  re¬ 
cently  violated.  The  great  hates- 
men  and  lawyers,  who  framed  the 
declaration  of  rights,  when  they 
aflerted  the  right  of  the  people  to 
petition,  did,  by  neceffary  implica¬ 
tion,  alio  aflert  their  right  of  aflem- 
bling  to  confider  fuch  matters  as 
might  legally  be  the  fubjed  of  pe- 
*  M  titles. 
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tition.  The  aiTertion  of  a  right 
comprehends  that  of  the  means 
which  are  necelTary  for  its  exercife. 
The  reftraint  of  the  prefent  flatute, 
therefore,  in  our  opinion,  amounts 
to  an  abrogation  of  the  moft.  im¬ 
portant  article  in  that  folemn  com¬ 
pact  between  the  Britifl'i  nation  and 
the  new  race  of  princes  whom  it 
railed  to  the  throne. 

Though  the  other  ftatute  of  which 
we  complain  be  fpecioufly  intituled, 
“  An  Act  for  the  fafety  and  pre- 
“  fervation  of  his  Majelly’s  perfon 
“  and  government/’  we  are  confident 
that  by  our  opposition  to  it  we  lhall 
not  incur  the  imputation  of  difloyalty 
among  honourable  and  reafonable 
men.  We  have  formed  our  princi¬ 
ples  of  loyalty  upon  thole  of  a  par¬ 
liament  which  had  recent  and  ample 
experience  of  the  effect  of  Sanguinary 
laws  ;  and  we  lhall  deliver  the  de¬ 
claration  in  the  memorable  language 
of  their  record  :  “  The  date  of  every 
“  king,  ruler,  and  governor  of  every 
“'realm,  dominion,  or  commonalty, 
“  ftandeth  and  conlifteth  more  af- 
“  fared  by  the  love  and  favour  of 
“  the  fubjects  towards  their  lovereign 
“  ruler  or  governor,  than  in  the 
“  dread  and  fear  of  laws  made  with 
“  rigorous  pains  and  extreme  pu- 
i  nilhment.”’ 

Guided  by  this  principle  of  our 
anceftors,  which  appears  to  us  to  be 
as  full  of  truth  and  wifdom  as  of 
humanity j  we  cannot  view  without 
alarm  an  attempt  ,to  remove  thole 
boundaries  of  treal’on  which  were 
afcertained  and  ellablilhed  by  the 
ACt  of  Edward  the  third  ;  a  law 
which  has  been  endeared  to  Englilh- 
men  by  the  experience  of  four  cen¬ 
turies  ;  by  a  recollection  of  the 
peace  and  liappinefs  which  have 
ever  prevailed  in  thofe  fortunate 
periods  when  it  was  obferved;  by  a 


review  of  that  opprefflon  of  innc 
cence  and  infeeurity  of  government 
which  have  almolt  univerfally  ac 
companied  or  followed  every  depai 
tune  from  its  ftriCl  letter ;  and  b 
the  zeal  and  ardour  with  which  1 
many  fucceffive  Parliaments,  afte 
experience  of  the  mifchiefs  of  luc] 
deviations,  have  recurred,  as  to 
refuge  from  thefe  miferies,  to  th 
flmplicity,  precilion,  and  human 
forbearance  of  that  venerable  fta 
tute. 

Another  claufe  of  the  fame  A  Cl 
which  authorizes  the  punilhment  c 
tranfportation  on  the.  fecond  con 
viCtion,  even  for  words  fpoken,  ap 
pears  to  us  equally  repugnant  to  th 
merciful  lpirit  of  the  law  of  England 
By  applying  the  punilhment  of  le 
lony  to  a  mifdemeanor  frequently  c 
no  very  aggravated  guilt,  it  convert 
what  was  defigned  as  the  chaftife 
ment  of  profligate  and  dangerou 
offenders  into  an  engine,.  by  which 
minifter  may  crulh  his  political  op 
ponents. 

The  infliction  of  cruel  and  unufur 
punilhment  is  prohibited  by  th 
tenth  claufejof  the  bill  of  rights 
and  although  that  claufe  was  ui 
doubte'dly  pointed  at  the  then  recer 
abufe  of  judicial  difcretion  in  th 
cafes  of  ftate  offenders,  yet  it 
founded  on  a  principle  which  coi 
dermis  the  legiflative  introduction  ol 
punilhment  ltili  more  cruel  and  uni 
iual  than  any  which  is  recorde 
even  in  the  deteftable  annals  of  th 
itar  chamber. 

It  is  indeed  a  punilhment,  whicl 
iiv  the  feelings  and  apprehenflons  « 
thofe  who  are  likely  to  he  the  ol 
jeCts  of  ’  the  vengeance  of  power, 
fcarce  inferior  to  death.  Had  it  i 
former  times  been  fanCtioned  by  t'f 
legiflature,  it  might  have  fubjeCte 
the  moll  illuftrious  aflerters  of  oi 

libertie 
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liberties,  a  Locke  or  a  Somers,  to  the 
combined  miferies  of  baniihmerit, 
imprifonment  and  flavery  in  a  bar¬ 
barous  country,  with  a  gang  of  out- 
cafts  and  felons.  Removed  from 
the  view  of  their  fellow  fubjeds, 
their  fufferings  in  a  remote  region 
are  forgotten  or  unknown,  and  their 
fpirit  is  no  longer  fupported  by  that 
confolation  which  they  might  other- 
wife  have  found  in  general  fympathy 
for  an  unjuft  convidion  or  a  cruel 
punilhment,  while  diftance  and  ob¬ 
livion  deliver  the  agents  of  power 
from  that  dread  of  public  obferva- 
tion  and  refentment,  which  is  fo 
wholefome  and  neceffayy  a  check  on 
the  tyrannical  exercile  of  authority. 
The  fame  rigour,  which,  if  pradiled 
at  home,  would  fpread  the  alarm  of 
tyranny  throughout  the  nation,  may 
be  in  dieted  on  a  diftant  exile  without 

odium  or  danger.  It  is  the  nature 

»  .  *  *— ■ • 

of  this  punilhment  to  be,  at  once,  the 
Hioft  lafe  for  thofe  who  indict,  and 
the  1110ft  cruel  to  thofe  who  furier  it, 
to  deprive  the  oppreffed  of  confola¬ 
tion,  and  to  deliver  the  oppreffor 
from  rellraint. 

The  authors  of  thefe  ftatutes  do, 
indeed,  exprefsly  admit  that  they 
materially  reftrain  the  liberty  oT  the 
Lbject,  but  they  contend  that  fuch 
reltraints  are  neceflary,  and  that  if 
neeeifary  they  are  juft. 

^Ve  do  not  affirm  that  general 
principles  are  never  in  airy  degree  to 
give  way  to  the  exigency  of  circum- 
llances.  But  we  aflert,  that  the 
tight  ot  difeuffion  and  remontl ranee 
*s  fo  efl'ential  to  the  conftitutlon, 
that  it  cannot  be  controuled  or  re¬ 
strained,  without  a  furrender  of  the 
conftitution  itfelf.  When  pleas  of 
necehity  are  urged,  let  it  never  be 
thrgoiten  that  pleas  of  neceffity  are 
the  ready  inftruments  and  common 
juft  ideations  of  power  without  right, 


and  that  the  means  by  which  na¬ 
tions  are  enllaved  have  ever  been 
pretended  to  be  neceffary  to  their 
fecurity.  We  never  can  admit  that 
the  delinquency  of  individuals  ought 
to  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  liberties 
of  a  nation.  A  neceffity  for  new 
reftrain ts  and  penalties  could  only- 
have  arifen  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
from  the  inadequacy  of  the  law, 
which  we  on  our  part  utterly  deny, 
which  neither  has  been  nor  can  be 
proved,  and  which  the  preambles  of 
thefe  Afts  themfeLes  do  not  even 
venture  to  afiert.  Laws,  fuch  as 
thefe,  we  ffiould  have  felt  it  our 
duty,  at  all  times,  moll  ftrenucufly 
to  have  oppofed.  But  there  are 
many  circumftunces  peculiar  to  the 
prelent  time,  which  appear  to  us 
greatly  to  aggravate  their  malignity 
and  danger.  We  cannot  forget  the 
fyltern  ot  ineafures  of  which  they 
are  a  part,  the  difpofition  from 
which  they  appear  to  flow,  the 
reafons  by  which  they  are  fupport¬ 
ed,  and  the  confequences  to  which 
they  feem  intended  to  lead. 

They  originate  with  minifters  who 
are  making  daily  encroachments  on 
the  confutation,  who  patronize  the 
diflemination  of  opinions  which  tend 
to  its  fubverlion,  and  who  have  never 
fpared  any  vigour  of  political  perfe- 
cution,  to  cruih  that  freedom  of 
difeuflion  which  endangered  their 
own  power.  They  are  attempted  to 
be  juftified  on  principles  fruitful  in 
future  encroachments  on  liberty, 
and  by  reafons,  which,  if  they  were 
valid,  would  compel  us  to  conclude, 
that  the  free  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain  is  no  longer  compatible  with 
its  quiet,  and  that  our  only  refuge 
from  anarchy  is  in  the  eftablifhment 
of  defpotifm.  They  are  introduced 
in  the  midft  of  a  calamitous  war, 
when  the  folicitude  of  jnany  good 
*  M  2  aieii 
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men  for  liberty  has  been  weakened, 
by  an  artfully  excited  dread  of  con- 
fulion,  and  when  the  overgrown  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown  receives  con¬ 
tinual  acceflions  of  flrength  from  the 
burthens  and  diftrelfes  of  the  people. 
They  are' the  mealures  of  men,  who, 
by  an  unexampled  waffe  of  public 
money,  have  acquired  unbounded 
means  of  corruption.  They  have 
been  palled  into  laws  when  a.  Handing 
army,  great  beyond  example,  is  kept 
up  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom  ; 
when  an  attempt  is  fyftematically, 
though,  we  trull,  vainly  purified  to 
divide  the  lbldiery  from  their  fellow 
fubjefts ;  at  a  time  when  every 
effort  has  been  employed  to  fubdue 
the  fpirit  of  the  people,  to  prevent 
their  opinions,  and  to  render  their 
moll  virtuous 'feelings  fubfervient  to 
the  deligns  of  their  opprefiors. 
Thus  po fluffed  of  the  combined  in¬ 
fluence, of  delufiou,  corruption,  and 
terror,  the  framers  of  thefe  Ads 


feem  to  have  thought  the  favourable 


moment!  at  length  arrived  for  fe- 
curing  impunity  to  their  own  of¬ 
fences,  and  permanence  to  the  cor¬ 
ruptions  and  abufes  of  government, 
by  impofing  fdence  on  the  people. 
This  project  has  hitherto  been  luc- 
cefsful.  By  the  extenlion  of  the 


law  of  treafon,  and  by  the  combina¬ 


tion  of  vague  defcripticn  with  cruel 
punifnment  in  other  llate  offences, 
minifters  have  gained  the  molt  lor- 

O 

midable  engine  of  political  perfecu- 
tion  that  can  be  pofieffed  by  a  go¬ 
vernment.  By  reftraints,  amount¬ 
ing  almoft  to  prohibition,  on  the 
right  of  the  people  to  a  lie  ruble,  to 
deliberate,  and  to  petition,  they  have 
fliaken  the  fecurity  of  every  other 
civil  and  political  privilege.* 

In  this  awflil  conjuncture  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
aoan,  who  wilhes  to  fee  his  country 


neither  fubmitted  to  the  yoke  of 
flavery  nor  expoled  to  the  dreadful 
neceffity  of  appealing  to  force,  for 
the  recovery  of  its  liberties,  to  unite 
in  a  ref  peel  ful  but  firm  application 
to  the  legiflature,  for  the  definition 
of  thefe  alarming  innovations,  and 
the  reiteration  of  the  ancient  free 
conftitution  of  Great  Britain.  ^Ve 
cannot  think  that  fuch  an  effort  will] 
be  unfuccefsful.  The  ufurpations  on 
our  rights  are  vet  recent  and  imma- 
tore,  The  fpirit  of  this  nation  is 
not,  as  minifters  may  have  toe 
huff  ily  fuppofed,  extinft  and  pru¬ 
dence  itfeif  will  not  fufter  the  legiflu- 
ture  to  defpife  the  collective  opinion 
of  the  people. 

They  will  rather,  we  truft,  imitate 
the  conduit  of  that  wife  Parliament  ■ 
whole  language  we  have  already] 
quoted,  and,  like  them,  declare,  that 
“  trailing  his  majefty’s  loving  fub-: 
“  jeds  will,  for  his  clemency  to  then  ] 
“  (hewed,  love,  ferve,  and  obey  hirrj 
“  the  more  heartily  and  faithfully! 
“  than  for  dread  and  fear  of  pains  o  j 
“  body,  his  majefty  is  contented  ancj 
“  pleaied  that  the  feverity  of  fuel 
“  like  extreme,  dangerous  and  pain] 
“  ful  laws  lhall  be  abolifhed,  annul] 
led,  and  made  fruflrate  and  voidff 

To  obtain  this  happy  refult,  am  j 
to  prepare  the  way  for  fuch  an  ap'j 
plication  to  parliament,  by  petition; 
as  may 'carry  with  it  the  weight  ani 
authority  of  the  national  opinion!] 
we  have  invited  our  fellow  fubje&j 
to  unite  in  the  employment  of  ever; 
lawful  means  for  procuring  a  repeal 
l)f  thefe  A  els. 

The  meaifire  which  we  propofe  ijj 
unqueftionably  legal  and  conllitul 
tional :  aud  it  appears  to  us  to  b 
not  only  juftified,  but  called  ior,  b 
the  exigency  of  the  times.  ’Whe  j 
bad  men  confpire,  good  men  mu  : 
aflbeiate. 

llefolvet : 
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Refolved,  That  the  following  be 
.he  Form  of  Alibciation. 

“  We  whofe  names  are  hereunto 
‘  fubfcribed,  calling  to  mind  the 
‘  virtuous  and  memorable  exertions 
‘  of  our  anceftors  in  all  paft  ages 
‘  for  the  public  happinefs  and  free- 
1  doin  of  this  nation,  do  folemnly 
‘  engage  and  pledge  ourfelvcs  to 
‘  each  other,  and  to  our  country,  to 
‘  employ  every  legal  'and  conftitu- 
‘  tional  effort  to  obtain  the  repeal 
‘  of  two  ftatutes,  the  one  intituled, 
‘  An  A<it  for  the  more  effeduallv 
1  preventing  feditious  meetings  and 
‘  aflemblies  the  other,  “  An  Ad 
‘  for  the  fafety  and  prefervation  of 
*  his  Majefty’s  perfon  and  govern- 


u  ment,  again  ft  treafonable  and 
“  feditious  pradices  and  attempts." 
“  — Statutes  which  we  hold  to  be 
“  fubverfive  of  the  ancient  and  un- 
“  doubted  liberties  of  Englifhmen, 
“  as  claimed,  demanded  and  infilled 
upon  at  the  glorious  Revolution 
in  1688,  and  finally  declared, 
averted  and  confirmed  by  the  bill 
“  of  rights." 

O  • 

Refolved,  That  the  feled  commit¬ 
tee  do  tike  Rich  Heps  as  they  /hall 
think  need! ary  to  forward  the  ob- 
jeds  of  this  affociation  ;  and  that 
they  do  from  time  to  time  advertife 
the  fame  in  the  public  papers. 


U 


a 


u 


'Signed) 


C.  J.  Fox. 


A  general 
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GENERAL  BIL  L 

O  F 

CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS, 

From  December  8,  1795,  to  December  13,  1796- 


Chriftened 

1 


Males  9,64?.  ?  Q  Q  r 
,  Females  9,, 78  U8-816- 


Buried  I  9-88’,G9,i83. 

I  Females  9,406  }  * 

Decrealed  in  the  Burials  this  Year,  1891. 


Died  under  Two  Years 
Between  Two  and  Five 
—Five  and  Ten 
—Ten  and  Twenty 
—Twenty  &  Thirty 


6,772 
2,840 
90c 
62 1 
1 2  x  1 


Betw.  Thirty  and  Forty  1537 
— Forty  and  Fifty  1657 

— Fifty  and  Sixty  1328 

— Sixty  and  Seventy  1115 

—Seventy  &  Eighty  892 


R'etw.  Eighty  and  Ninety  3 
—  Ninety  and  a  Hundred  ( 
A  Hundred 

A  Hundred  and  Two  v 
A  Hundred  and  Four 


DISEASES. 

Evil 

4 

Palfy 

73 

CASUALTIES. 

A  BOR  FIVE  and 

Filling  Sicknefs 

1 

P  les 

1 

Bit  by  Mad  Dogs 

Stillborn  761 

Fever,  Malignant  Fe- 

Pieurify 

14 

Broken  Limbs  , 

Abfcefs 

24 

ver,  Scarlet  F 

ever, 

Cm  inly 

A 

Burnt 

Aged 

997 

Spotted  Fever, 

and 

T./h 

1 

Dropped  down  dead 

Ague 

6 

Purples  1 

>547 

ICheumatifm 

4 

Drowned  1 

Amputation 

1 

Fi.lula 

3 

R  ickets 

3 

Eaten  by  lice 

Apoplexy 

11 3 

Flux 

8 

Scurvy 

3 

Exceilive  Drinking 

Afthma  and 

Phthi- 

French  Pox 

22 

Small  Pcx 

3548 

Executed  * 

he 

316 

Gout 

ICO 

Sore  Throat 

21 

found  Dead 

Bed-ridden 

9 

G  ravel ,  S  trangury,  ar\d 

Sores  and  Ulcers  0 

Fractured 

Bleeding ' 

*5 

Stone 

32 

Spafm 

1 

Frighted 

Burften  and 

Rup- 

Grief 

6 

Spi 'ting  Blood 

1 

Killed  by  Falls  aj 

ture 

19 

Head- Ach 

4 

St.  Anthony’s 

Fire  4 

other  Accidents 

Cancer 

65 

He  ’dmoldlhnt,  Horfe 

Stoppage  in  the  Sto- 

Ki!  ed  by  a  c  -w 

Chicken  Pox 

1 

(hoe-head.  and  Wa¬ 

mach 

9 

Killed  by  Fighting 

Childbed 

202 

ter  in  the  Bra  n  70 

Suddenly 

112 

Killed  themlelves 

Colds 

1 1 

j  aundice 

72 

Swelling 

3 

M  urdered 

Cholic,  Gripes, Twill¬ 

[aw- locked 

2 

Swire  Pox 

•J 

1 

Poi  fined 

ing  of  the  Guts  13 

Irnpofthume 

3 

Teeth 

362 

Sea)  Jed 

Confumntion 

4263 

Inflammation 

368 

Thrufh 

SO 

Shot 

Gpnvul-.fi  on  $ 

379s 

Lethargy 

4 

Tumor  in  the  womb  1 

Smothered 

Cough  and  Hooping- 

(overgrown 

2 

Vomiting  and 

loofe- 

Stabbed 

Cough 

53b 

Lunatick 

87 

■  nefs 

I 

Starved 

Croup 

23 

C  eafies 

3°  7 

Worms 

12 

Strain 

Propfy 

727 

Mortification 

207 

Suffocated 

Tooth  ach 

Total  2 

*  There  have  been  executed,  in  Middlefex  and  Surrey,  32  j-  8  of  which  number  were 
murder  j  and  of  the  whole  number  (12  onlyj  have  been  reported  to  be  buried  (as  fur 
within  the  Bills  of  Mortality, 
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THE  following  authentic  Extracts  from  the  Corn-Kegitler,  are  taken  from 
Accounts  collected  from  the  Cuftom-houfe  Books,  and  delivered  to 
John  James  Catherwood,  Efq.  Receiver  of  Corn  Returns,  by  Authority 
of  Parliament. 

1  S  I  ", 

'  * 

An  Account  of  the.  Quantities  of  all  Coni  and  Grain  exported  from,  arid 
imported  into ,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon,  for  the  Year  ending  5th  January 

1797-  '  . 

E  X  P  O  R  T  E  D. 


1796. 

ENGLAND. 

Wheat  -  -  - 

Rye  -  -  -  - 

Barley  - 

Malt  -  -  - 
Oats  -  - 

Beans  -  -  - 

Peafe  -  -  - 

Indian  Corn 
Callivances 


Wheat  Flour 
Indian  Meal 
Oatmeal 


SCOTLAND. 

Barley  -  -  ■ 

D°  hulled  - 
Beans  -  -  ■ 

D°  Split  -  • 
G pouts  -  - 

Oats'  -  -  - 

Oatmeal  -  - 

Peafe  -  - 

D°  Split  -  ■ 

(wheat  Flour  • 
jBifcuit  -  -  * 
!  Oat  meal  -  • 


British. 


Quarters. 

93 
/  Z 


4>  “6.3 

5  >9* 8 
8,210 
8,146 
2,056 


Cwt.  qrs.  Ibs. 

81,625  2  I 

2,343  2  25 


Quarters. 

171 

34 

33 

22 

3i 

333 

43 

49 

1 

Cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

693  3  7 

34284  1  13 

579  0  0 


Fop.eign. 

Quarters. 

584 

50 

2,736 

G529 


o 

O  i 


'5 


3A$9 

433 

Cwt. 

1,566  O  O 
455  o  o 


Bounties  Nil. 


Drawbacks  Nil. 


Bounties  Nil. 
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ENGLAND. 

Quarters. 

Wheat  -  -  * 

764,083 

>v 

Rye  -  -  -  -  - 

158,763 

Barley  -  -  -  - 

37»73i 

Gals  -  -  -  -  - 

654,1 80 

Beans  - 

33,750 

Peafe  -  - 

30,567 

Indian  Corn  -  -  - 

22,410 

1 

Callivances  -  -  - 

485 

\ 

/ 

'  •  \ 

Cvvt.  qrs.  lbs. 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

204,159  2  11 

Rye  Meal  -  -  - 

1 1 ,6 1 1  1  13 

Indian  Meal  -  -  - 

20,649  '3  22 

Bolls. 

Oatmeal  -  -  -  - 

\  ' 

• 

24,165  4  8 

J 

SCOTLAND. 

Quarters. 

Wheat  -  -  -  - 

50,183 

\ 

Rye  ----- 

L373 

Barley  -  -  -  - 

2,232 

Oats 

86,168 

Beans  -  -  -  -  - 

L453 

Peafe  -  -  -  -  - 

2,104 

V. 

Cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

245  O  17 

AVheat  Meal  -  -  - 

2  2  0 

Indian  Cora  - 

1  3  O 

Bolls. 

Oatmeal  -  -  -  - 

52,507  1  2 

> 

1)  ----- 

O 

O 

D 

/  Duties  Nil, 


Duties  Nil. 


V 


Duty  £.0  45.  8c?. 


The  following  is  an  Account  of  the  Average  Prices  of  Cora  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  Standard  Winchefler  Bufhel,  for  the  Year  1796. 

Peafe. 

St  d. 

5  Si 


Wheat. 

Ilye. 

Barley. 

/ 

Oats. 

Beans. 

s  d . 

s .  d. 

s .  d. 

s .  d . 

s .  d. 

Per  Bulliel 

9  7k 

5  iof 

4  5i 

2  8f 

4  10I 

4 


Prices 
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Prices  of  Bread  per  Quartern  Loaf  during  1796. 


January. 

• 

> 

s. 

d. 
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$ . 

d . 

7 
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H 
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1 1 
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r» 
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21 
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28 

•m 

“ 

- 
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3  " 
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mm 
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0 

io| 
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- 
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3 
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1 1 

- 
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mm 
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3 

1 1 

- 

- 
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0 

io| 

18 

- 

- 

am 

1 

3 

18 

- 

- 

*- 

0 

io| 

25 

- 

•P* 

- 

l 

3 

25 

- 

0 

9i 

March. 

September. 

a 

10 

«E> 

- 

- 

I 

3 

8 

- 

- 

0 

8* 

17 

-  . 

mo 

- 

1 

3 

15 

- 

- 

0 
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24 

- 

- 

- 

l 

3 

22 

-*  - 

- 

- 

0 

n 

a  31 

•» 

- 

•» 

l 

3 

29 

—  . 

— 

0 

H 

April. 

% 

- 

O&ober. 

7 

- 

am 

- 

1 

2 

6 

- 

mm 

— 

0 

H 

14 

- 

- 

- 

1 

0  i 

13 

- 

mm 

am 

0 

21  - 

- 
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0 

10 

20 

SB 

- 

- 

0 

8i 

28 

- 

- 

- 

0 

10 

27 

- 

- 

mat 

0 

May. 

- 

November. 

*5 

- 

• 

•k 

0 

10 

3 

_ 

- 

mm 

0 

H 

1*2 
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0 

10 

10 

- 

- 

0 

si 

19 

- 

- 

- 

0 

10 

17 

- 

• 
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0 

8 1 

26 

* 
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0 

10J 

24 

am 

- 

- 

0 

H 

June. 

-  > 

December. 

2 

*3 

- 

mm 

0 

1 

- 

- 

0 

Si 

9 

- 

m 

V. 

0 

1  of 

8 

^  \ 

- 

• 

0 

H 

16 

- 

- 

m 

0 

1 1 

1.5 

-  - 

- 

» 

0 

H 

23 

- 

mm 

- 

0 

1 1 

22 

- 

-  N 

- 

0 

si 

So 

as 

■ 

0 

11 

29 

• 

mm 

“ 

0 

H 

\ 

t 


I, 
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RICES  of  STOCKS,  for  the  Year  1796. 

rbeft  and  low  eft  Prices  of  each  Stock ,  in  thecourfeof  any  Month ,  are  put  down  in  that  Month. 
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ANNUAL  RE 

Public  A  &s  pcffefL  in  the  Sixth  Sef- 

fion  of  the  Seventeenth  Parliament 

of  Great  Britain. 

, 

Nov.  23,  1795. 

Land  and  malt  bills. 

An  ad  to  prohibit  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  corn,  meal,  &c.  and  to  per¬ 
mit  the  importation  thereof,  for  a 
limited  time. 

Dec.  1. 

An  ad  to  prohibit  for  a  limited 
time,  the  making  of  ftarch,  hair- 
powder,  &c.  from  wheat  and  other 
articles  ol  lood,  and  for  lowering 
the  duty  on  the  importation  of 
flare h,  &c. 

An  ad  to  prohibit  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  candies,  tallow  and  foap,  for 
a  limited  time. 

Dec  18. 

An  ad  for  the  fafety  and  pre- 
fervation  of  his  majefty's  perfon 
and  ‘government,  againft  treaion- 
able  and  leditious  pradices  and  at¬ 
tempts. 

An, ad  for  the  more  effeduaily 
preventing  feditious  meetings  and 
affemblies. 

-  An  Ad  for  the  better  relief  of  the 
poor  in  the  hundreds,  towns,  and 
diftrids  in  England,  incorporated 
/or  their  better  maintenance  and 
employment. 

Dec.  19. 

An  ad  for  railing  eighteen  mil¬ 
lions  by  way  of  annuities, 

Dec.  24. 

Mutiny  bill. 

An  ad  to  permit  bakers  to  make 
and  fell  certain  forts  of  bread. 

An  ad  to  amend  fo  much  of  an 
ad,  made  in  the  ptb  year  of  Geo.  I. 
entitled,  “  An  Ad  for  amending 
the  laws  relating  to  the  fettlement, 
employment,  and  relief  of  the  poor," 


\  \ 

>  '  \  f  .  , 
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as  prevents  the  diftributing  occa- 
fional  relief  to  poor  perfons  in  their 
own  houfes,  under  certain  circum- 
ftances,  and  in  certain  cafes. 

March  7,  1796. 

Marine  mutiny  bill. 

An  ad  for  increafing  the  rates 
of  lubliflence  to  be  granted  to  inn¬ 
keepers  and  others,  on  quartering 
foldiers. 

May  14. 

An  ad  for  the  better  regulation 
of  mills. 

An  ad  for  the  further  fupport 
and  maintenance  of  curates  within 
the  church  of  In  gland. 

May  1 8. 

An  ad  for  continuing  the  en¬ 
couragement  and  rewards  of  perfons 
making  certain  difcoveries  foe  find¬ 
ing  the  longitude  at  iea,  or  making 
other  ufeful  difcoveries  and  improve¬ 
ments  in  navigation. 

An  ad  to  exempt  dairies,  and 
cheefe  and  butter  warehoufes,  kept 
folely  as  inch,  from  the  duties  on 
window  lights. 


Subjlance  cf  the  Aft  for  the  more 
effectually  preventing  feditious 
meetings  and  affemblies. 

1.  NO  meeting  of  any  descrip¬ 
tion  of  perfons,  exceeding  the  num¬ 
ber  of  50  perfons  (other  than  ex¬ 
cept  any  meeting  of  any  county, 
riding,  or  divilion,  called  by  the  lord 
lieutenant,  cui'tos  rotulornm,  or  ihe- 
riff, 'of  fuch  county,  or  a  meeting 
called  by  the  convener  of  any  county 
or  ftewartry  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland ;  or  any 
meeting  called  by  two  or  more  juf- 
tices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or 
place  where  fuch  meeting  lhall  be 

holcien 
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holden  ;  or  any  meeting  of  any  city 
or  borough,  or  town  corporate, 
called  by  the  mayor  or  other  head 
officer  of  fuch  city,  or  borough,  or 
town  corporate  ;  or  any  meeting  of 
any  ward  or  divifion  of  any  city  or 
town  corporate,  called  by  the  alder¬ 
man  or  other  head-officer  of  fuch 
ward  or  divifion  ;  or  any  meeting  of 
any  corporate  body)  flia.ll  be  holden, 
for  the  purpose  or  on  the  pretext  of 
confidering  of  or  preparing  any  pe¬ 
tition,  complaint,  remonftrance,  or 
declaration,  or  other  addrefs  to  the 
king,  or  to  .both  houfes  or  either 
houl’e  of  parliament,  for  alteration 
of  matters  eftablilhed  in  church  or 
ftate,  or  for  the  purpofe,  or  on  the 
pretext,  ot  deliberating  upon  any 
grievance  in  church  or  date,  unlefs 
previous  notice  be  given  by  feven 
houfejiolders  in  fouie  newfpaper. 
The  notice  not  to  be  inferted,  tin- 
Ids  the  authority  to  do  fo  be  writ¬ 
ten  at  the  foot  thereof.  The  no¬ 
tice  and  authority  is  to  be  preferved 
and  produced  to  ajufiice  if  required  ; 
and  a  penalty  of  50I.  for  infert- 
ing  notice  without  fuch  authority, 
&c. 

‘2.  Notice  may  be  given  to  the. 
clerk  of  the  peace,  who  fl2a.ll  forth¬ 
with  fend  a  copy  to  the  j offices. 
Such  notice  to  be  effectual. 

3.  Meetings  without  notice  to  be 
deemed  unlawful  affemblies. 

4.  If  12  or  more,  perfous,  affern- 
bled  contrary  to  this  aft,  (hall  con¬ 
tinue  together  one  hour  after  being 
required  by  a  juftice,  &e.  to  difperfe, 
they  lhall  fuffer  death. 

5.  Proclamation  to  be  made  in 
the  following  form  : 

“  Our  fovereign  lord  the  king 
ehargeth  and  commandeth  all  per- 
fons  being  affembled,  immediately 
to  difperfe  themfelves,  and  peace¬ 
ably  to  depart  to  their  habitations 
1 


or  to  their  lawful  bufmefs,  upon  the 
pains  contained  in  the  aft,  made  in 
the  36th  year  of  king  George  the 
third,  for  the  more  effeftually  pre¬ 
venting  feditious  meetings  and  aflem- 
bhes.  God  lave  the  king." 

6.  It,  in  meetings  holden  purftt- 
ant  to  notice,  any  matter  (hall  be 
propounded  or  deliberated  upon, 
purporting  that  any  tiling  by  law 
effabiifhed  may  be  altered  except 
by  authority  of  .king,  lords,  and 
commons,  &c.  a  magiftrate  may 
order  them  to  difperfe;  and  if  12 
or  more  perfous  ihall  continue  to¬ 
gether  an  hour  thereafter,  they  fliuli 
I  offer  death. 

7.  Juffices  at  meetings  on  notice 
may  order  peilons,  propounding  or 
maintaining  propoiitions  for  altering 
any  thing  by  lawyfft.iblifhed,  except 
by  authority  of  the  king,  lords, 
and  commons,  ftc.  to  be  taken  into 
cuftody ;  and  in  cafe  of  refinance 
may  caufe  proclamation  to  be  made 
as  afore  (aid  ;  and,  if  12  or  more 


ffiall  continue  together  an  hour 
thereafter,  they  fhall  fuffer  death. 

8.  Magiftrates  may  refort  to  af¬ 
femblies,  and  aft;  and  may  require 
the  affiffance  of  peace  officers. 

9.  Perlbns  *  not  difperiing  with¬ 
in  an  hour  after  proclamation  may 
be  apprehended  ;  and,  if  killed  or 


maimed  by  reafoh  of  their  refill - 
aiicej  the  magiftrate,  ft  c.  indem¬ 
nified. 


so.  Perfous  obffrufting  magifr 
t rates  attending,  or  going  to  attend, 
meetings,  or-obtlrucling  perfous  pro- 
claiming,  to  fuffer  death.  Perlbns 
affembled,  to  whom  proclamation 
ought  to  have  been  made  if  the  fame 
had  not  befn  hindered,' continuing 
together  to  the  number  of  12  or 
more,  for  an  hour,  after  fuch  hin¬ 
drance,  to  fuffar  death.  Perlbns  at 
fuch  affemblies  oppofmg  the  tub¬ 
ing 
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ing  offenders  into  cuftody  to  fuller 
death. 

11.  Sheriffs  depute,  &e.  in  Scot¬ 
land,  to  have  the  lame  power  as 
juftices,  in  England.  Perfons  con- 
vided  of  felonies  in  Scotland,  to  in¬ 
cur  the  pain  of  death  and  confifcation 
of  moveables. 

12.  Places  for  ledures  or  debates 
concerning  l'uppofed  public  griev¬ 
ances,  where  money  is  paid  for  ad» 
million,  unlefs  previoully  hcenfcd, 
to  be  deemed  dil'ordei  ly  places  ; 
and  the  perfons  opening  or  ufmg 
them,  to  forfeit  lool.  See.  And  the 
perfons  managing  the  proceedings, 
and  the  perfons  paying  or  receiv¬ 
ing  money  for  admilfion,  or  deli¬ 
vering  or  receiving  tickets,  to  for¬ 
feit  tool. 

13.  Perfons  appearing  as  maker, 
&c.  of  l’uch  places  liable  to  profe- 
cution. 

14.  Magikrates  who,  by  infor¬ 
mation  on  oath,  have  reafon  to  fuf-. 

^  peed  that  any  place  is  open  for  de¬ 
livering  lectures,  <ivc.  may  demand 
to  be  admitted  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  re- 
fufal,  the  place  to  he  deemed  disor¬ 
derly,  and  the  perfon  refilling  admit¬ 
tance  to  forfeit  100I. 

15.  Magiltrates  may  demand  ad¬ 
mittance  to  any  licenled  place  at 
the  time  of  delivering  lectures,  &e. 
and,  if  refilled,  it  ihall  be  deemed 
dil’orderly,  and  the  perfon  refilling 
admittance  Ihall  forfeit  100I. 

16.  Jultices  may  licenfe  places 
for  delivering  leduies  ;  and  may  re¬ 
voke  them. 

17.  Forfeitures  to  he  recovered 
by  addon  of  debt  in  any  of  his  ma« 
jelly’s  courts  of  record  at  Welimin- 
lter,  or  in  the  courts  of  julticiary 
or  exchequer  in  Scotland  ;  provided 
that,  if  anv  action  or  fuit  Ihall  be 
brought  againlt  any  perfon  for  any 
thing  done  in  purfuance  and  in 
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execution  of  this  ad,  the  defendan 
may  plead  the  general  blue  ;  and  i 
a  verdid  pals  for  the  defendant 
or  the  plantiff  dd’continue  his  or  he 
adtion,  or  be  nonluited,  or  judgmen 
be  given  againft  the  plaintiff,,  thei 
fuch  defendant  Ihall  have  trebl 
colts. 

18.  Nothing  in  ibis  ad  to  ex 
tend  td  any  lectures  or  difeourfes  U 
be  delivered  in  any  of  the  univerfi 
ties  of  thefe  kingdoms,  by  any  mem 
her  thereof,  or  any  perfon  authorize! 
by  the  chancellor,  vice-chancellor 
or  other  proper  officers  of  fuch  uni 
verities  refpedively. 

19.  No  payment  made  to  am 
fchcol-maffer  or  other  perfon 
law  allowed  to  teach  and  inftrud 
youth,  in  refped  of  any  ledures  0 
difeourfes  delivered  by  fuch  fchool- 
matter  or  other  perlon,  lor  the  in 
ffrudion  only  of  fuch  youths  a: 
Ihall  be  committed  to  his  inftrudtior 
Ihall  be  deemed  a  payment  of  mone} 
for  ffdiiiiffion  to  fuch  lectures  or  dil- 
courfes  within  the  intent  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  ad. 

20.  Ad  not  to  abridge  any  lavt 
for  the  lupprefiion  or  punilhment  of 
offences  herein  deicribecL 

21.  Ad  to  he  openly  read  a; 
every  epiphany  quarter- feffi on 
the  peace,  and  every  ieet  or  lan 
day. 

22.  No  perfon  to  be  profecutec 
b.y  virtue  of  this  ad,  unlels  the  pro- 
fecution  fliall  he  commenced  within 
fix  calendar  months  after  the  cfienct 
committed;  and  no  adion  to  he 
brought  for  any  of  the  penalties  im- 
pofed  by  the  ad,  unlefs  brought 
within  three  calendar  months  next 
after  the  offence  committed. 

23.  The  ad  to  commence  and 
have  effed  within  the  city  of  Lon- 
don,  and  within  twenty  miles  there¬ 
of,  from  the  day  next  aftei  the  day 

oi 
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of  paffing  it ;  to  commence  and  have  parting  it;  and  to  continue  in  force 
e  fie  ft  within  all  other  parts  of  the  for  three  years  from  the  day  of  paffc 
kingdom,  from  the  expiration  of  ing,  and  until  the  end  of  "the  then 
leven  days  next  after  the  day  of  next  feffion  of  parliament. 


SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament 
for  the  Year  1796. 

N  A  V  Y. 

November  6,  1795. 

FOR  10,000  men,  including  i8,oco  marines 

December  7. 

Ordinary  ------ 

Extra  -  - 

May  10,  1796. 

Toward  difeharging  the  navy  debt 


A  R  M  Y. 

December  2,  1795. 
For  49,000  men  as  guards  and  garrifons 
Forces  in  the  plantations  - 

Difference  between  Ikitifh  and  Irirti  pay 
Additional  to  troops  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
Recruiting  land  forces,  contingencies,  &c. 
Subfiftence  paid  to  innkeepers,  &c. 

General  and  Staff  officers  - 

Staft  officers,  &c.  on  general  Clarke’s  expedition 

Full  pay  Jo  fupernumprary  officers 

Allowance  to  the  paymafter -general,  &c. 

Reduced  officers  of  the  land  forces  and  marines 

Reduced  horfe  guards  - 

Officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  (lates-general 

Reduced  officers  of  Britifh  American  forces 

Allowances  to  feverul  officers  of  ditto 

Embodied  militia  and  fencible  infantry 

Contingencies  for  ditto  \ 

Cloathing  for  the  militia  - 
fencible  cavalry 


Allowances  for  ditto 

Extraordinaries 

Extraordinaries 


December  4. 

April  26',  1796. 


£■ 

s. 

<L 

5,7^0,000 

0 

0 

*  -■ 

624,152 

1 

8 

— 

708,400 

0 

0 

- 

500,000 

0 

© 

£’  t  *  5  5  2 , 5  5  2 

1 

8 

— 

1,358,624 

2 

9 

- 

1,666,900 

3 

6 

- ; 

4°D95 

4 

9 

- 

8>:H5 

16 

2 

- 

360,000 

0 

0 

- 

1 20,000 

0 

'  0 

- 

103,642 

1 

3 

V  0,259 

18 

6 

- 

127,779 

H 

1 1 

\ 

- 

143,490 

*3 

5 

118,873 

1 C 

6 

T 

1 26 

1 

I  k 

1 ,000 

0 

0 

- 

52,5,00 

0 

0 

- 

7?5°° 

0 

0  1 

- 

0 1 7,204 

14. 

i 

I 

- 

2  10,000 

\  Q 

0 

- 

108,538 

* 7 

1 

-  ‘ 

470,636 

5  9 

8 

* 

1 15,000 

0 

0 

,* 

2,646,990 

19 

10 

- 

885,073 

19 

io 

May 
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May  2. 

£■ 

S. 

d 

Scotch  military  roads  and  bridges  -  - 

4,500 

O 

0 

May  3. 

Subfidy  to  the  king  of  Sardinia  - 

200,000 

O 

0 

May  7. 

Cbelfea  penfioners  ----- 

Widows’  penfions  ------ 

146,057 

4 

2 

10,933 

16 

9 

May  10. 

Extraordinaries  for  1796  - 

1,350,000 

0 

0 

Foreign  troops  ------ 

438,035 

3 

2 

Completing  barracks  ----- 

290,000 

0 

0 

£• 

11,911,899 

10 

3 

\  ,  /  £j  1B1 

ORDNANCE. 

December  2,  1795. 

£■ 

s. 

d 

Land  fervice  for  1 796  ----- 

875,488 

H 

1 

Ditto,  previous  to  Dec.  31,  1783  - 

279 

4 

4 

Ditto,  unprovided  for  in  1794  - 

45>65() 

0 

5 

Sea  fervice,  ditto  y' 

6l,000 

8 

9 

Land  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1795 

762,046 

13 

6 

April  26,  1790. 

Services  previous  to  Dec.  31,  1795,  not  provided  for 

210,194 

15 

11 

£■  1  >954*665  17  0 


/ 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 


December  2, 

1795* 

c 

s. 

d 

Civil  Eliablifliment  of  Upper  Canada 

7,100 

0 

0 

Ditto,  Nova  Scotia  - 

- 

-  5>415 

0 

°> 

Ditto,  New  Bruhfwick  - 

_ 

-  4*550 

0 

0 

Ditto,  St.  John’s  Ifland  - 

- 

1,900 

0 

0 

Ditto,  Cape  Breton  - 

v  ~ 

1,800 

0 

0 

Ditto,  Newfoundland  - 

1,232 

10 

0 

Ditto,  Bahama  lilands  - 

_ 

4,200 

0 

0 

Salary  of  the  chief -juftice  of  the  Bermuda  Blands 

580 

0 

0 

Ditto  of  Dominica  - 

- 

600 

0 

0 

Civil  eftabiilhment  of  New  South  Wales 

*»  r*> 

-  5,241 

0 

0 

To  difcharge  exchequer  bills  - 

February  11 

mo  m 

1796. 

3,500,000 

0 

0 

To  difcharge  exchequer  bills  - 

2,500,000 

0 

0 

Vote  of  credit  ■ 

May  2 

2,500,000 

0 

0 

To  fatisfy  navy,  vi&ualling,  and  tranfport  bills  - 

4»33Li4i 

14 

10 

His  majefty’s  fervice  abroad 

- 

233*485 

4 

10 

French  refugees  - 

** 

129,350  0  0 

Allowane 
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Allowance  to  American  fufferers 
Profecutions,  &c.  relating  to  the  coin 
Printing  journals  of  the  houfe  of  peers 
Publi  thing  weekly  returns  of  the  average  price 
Mr.  VVhittam,  for  attendance  on  a  committee 
Mr.  Gunnell,  for  ditto  - 
Addrels  money  - 
Convids  on  the  Thames  -  v .  - 
Ditto  at  Langfton  and  Portfmouth  - 
Expences  on  account  of  New  South  Wales 
Ditto,  on  account  of  Mr.  Haftings’s  profecutioi 
Purcbafe  of  the  parliament  office 
Superintendance  of  the  Alien  Ad 
Stationary  (hipped  for  Upper  Canada 
f  or  reduction  of  the  national  debt 
America  and  Eaft  Florida  fufferers 
Ditto 

African  forts  - 

furkey  company 
foard  of  Agriculture  - 
3ritiffi  Mufeum  - 
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eterinary  college 


May  10. 


deficiency  of  Grants  in  1795 
N  a  vy 
Army 

Ordnance  - 


DEFICIENCY. 
May  2,  1796.  ' 


7,552,5  52 
11,911,809  9  10 

T, 954, 665  17  o 


£. 

.9. 

d. 

m 

-  28,500 

0 

0 

- 

2,966 

4 

a 

- 

1,858 

12 

5 

,f  % 

ar  1,334 

7 

0 

- 

384 

7 

0 

- 

51 

5 

0 

- 

-  29,92*1 

12' 

6 

- 

-  8,685 

1 1 

4 

- 

-  12,072 

1 

6 

- 

-  15,088 

7 

io£ 

* 

5,000 

0 

0 

- 

2,741 

16 

t 

2,232 

J4 

-  ' 

306 

19 

- 

200,000 

0 

0 

- 

197,803 

5 

5S 

— 

-  53*387 

7 

6 

• 

-  20,000 

0 

0 

- 

5,000 

0 

0 

- 

3,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

1,500 

0 

0 

£■ 

13,821,430 

1 

ol 

“X 

£■  : 

s. 

d- 

2.»347>954  : 

to 

9t 

8 

Mifeellaneous  fervices  -  13,821,430  1  2- 

Deficiency 


2,347,951  10 


X 

2f 


£■  37,588,502  o  6| 


md  and  malt  tax 

November  10,  1795. 

£■ 

2,750,000 

1. 

0 

d: 

0 

nnuities 

December  8. 

18,000,000 

0 

0 

chequer  bills 

February  11,  1796. 

3,500,000 

0 

0 

tto 

February  15. 

•  f»  »  •  • 

2,5°O,0Q0 

0 

0 

Vos.  xxxvnr. 

*  N 

\ 

April 

v 
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Annuities 


April  19. 

May  2. 


Profit  of  a  lottery,  60,000  tickets,  at  ^.13 

May  7. 


Surplus  of  the  confolidated  fund 


£.  8.  d, 

7,500,000  o  o 

280,000  o  o 

3,500,000  o  o 

£.  38,000,000  0  o 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  TOTAL  Net  Produce  of  all  the. Permanent  TAXES 
for  one  Year,  ending  October  10th,  1796. 


j 

£■ 

s. 

d . 

Customs  - 

«■> 

- 

3.232,345 

17 

l£ 

Excise  -  -  -  - 

- 

Ob 

6,461,908 

10 

7i 

Stamps  - 

eat 

-  ' 

1,212,669 

7 

6 

£■ 

10,906,623 

15 

3 

INCIDENTS. 

.  v 

Confolidated  letter  money 

m* 

- 

- 

156,000 

0 

0 

— - Duties  on  Salt 

•m 

-- 

~ 

39L  492 

11 

4 

Seizures  fmce  25th  October,  1760 

- 

- 

- 

6,333 

W 

0 

Prefers  -  Do. 

- 

- 

- 

641 

12 

3 

Letter  money  Do. 

m 

- 

311,000 

0 

0 

Alum  mines  -  Do. 

- 

mm' 

- 

960 

0 

0 

Rent  of  a  light  houle  Do. 

- 

6 

13 

4 

Alienation  duty  Do. 

- 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

Compofitions  -  Do. 

m> 

- 

- 

2 

13 

4 

6d.  per  lb.  on  penfions  - 

r; 

4°,9°5 

0 

1 

is.  per  lb.  on  do. 

- 

'm 

- 

30,763 

16 

4 

Houfes  and  Windows  fmce  loth  October,  1766 

349,336 

15 

4» 

Inhabited  houfes  Aim.  1778  - 

- 

- 

- 

'140,803 

0 

2 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars,  fmce  2Ath  June, 

1710 

- 

4,41  Q 

0 

0 

Hackney  coaches  Ami.  1711  - 

- 

-  ' 

- 

10,700 

0 

0 

Ditto  -  1784  - 

-- 

12,700 

0 

0 

Male  fervants  -  1785  - 

- 

_  / 

- 

95,736 

16 

9l 

Four-wheel  carriages  Do.  - 

- 

- 

m 

161,727 

7 

3| 

Two-wheel  do.  -  Do. 

-■ 

-- 

• 

41,621 

4 

9& 

Horfes  -  «»  Do,  - 

- 

% 

-  . 

120,811 

8 

3  £ 

Firit  fruits 

- 

- 

- 

3,77i 

1  L 

5 

Tenths 

- 

- 

- 

9,938 

14 

5z 

Arrears  of  duties  repealed 

,  » 

- 

-■ 

L994 

18 

2 

£■ 

1,89.1,703 

19 

n| 

£>UXIE$ 
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Total  Net  Produce  of  Taxes — con  tin  ued. 


...  —■  1  

DUTIES,  Anno  1791. 
Sugars  ----- 
Britifli  fpirits  - 

Foreign  do.  - 

Bills  and  receipts  - 

Game  duty  - 

£.  10  per  cent,  on  afleft'ed  taxes 
Arrears  of  duty  on  malt 

DUTIES,  Anno  1794. 
Britifli  fpirits  - 

Foreign  do.  - 

Spirit  licences  - 

G  iaf's  i  - 

Brick  and  Tiles  (Cuftoms) 

Ditto  -  -  (Excife) 

Baper  -  -  (Cuftoms) 

Ditto  -  -  (Excife) 

Slates  and  Stones  - 

Attorneys'  articles  - 


Duties,  Anno  1795. 

Britifli  fpirits  - 

Foreign  do.  - 

Wines  -  -  - 

Tea 

Cocoa  and  Coffee  - 

Fruit,  Silk,  &jc.  - 

Stamps  - 

Ship  policies  - 

Hair  powder  certificated 
Sweets  1 

Receipts  - 

Coals  - 


DUTIES,  Anno  1796; 
Tobacco  and  Snuffs  - 

Salt  - 
UpHe  dealers'  licences 
Additional  lol;  per  cent. 

Wines  (Cuftoms)  - 
(Excife)  « 


£■ 

s. 

dm 

'  -a* 

- 

’94470 

8 

10 

- 

- 

18,1  28 

0 

0 

- 

- 

323,718 

0 

.  0 

tm 

- 

’77H7i 

3 

9 

- 

- 

15, 388 

1 

4 

— 

86,123 

12 

4 

£■ 

615,009 

6 

3 

wm 

’8,505 

0 

d 

- 

- 

’  27,795 

0 

0 

- 

44,000 

0 

0 

- 

• 

43,222 

0 

0 

- 

245 

1 1 

7 

— 

59,345 

0 

0 

- 

- 

4,383 

14 

3 

oe 

f 

267,975 

0 

d 

* 

* 

16,756 

1? 

8 

a> 

** 

’8,574 

2 

9 

£■ 

500,802 

1 

3 

tm 

1  ' 

20,396 

0 

- 

0 

f 

mm 

a* 

128,485 

0 

0 

- 

mm 

54U897 

0 

0 

e» 

*m 

205,999 

0 

0 

- 

14,394 

0 

0 

• 

- 

111,764 

4 

6 

" 

- 

46,404 

13 

7 

— 

9U543 

4 

1 

mm 

- 

183,736 

3 

0 

W 

9,726 

0 

0 

- 

- 

7451 

6 

1 

** 

1 1  ^060 

7 

7 

£■ 

1,372,366 

18 

10 

• 

m 

110*378 

0 

0 

— 

- 

24,000 

0 

0 

SB 

- 

589 

12 

0 

*" 

- 

20,355 

0 

0 

u 

- 

44,270 

3 

Ji 

* 

- 

851 

0 

0 

N  2  Sweets 
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Total  Net  Produce  of  Taxes — continued. 


' 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

Sweets 

0*1 

- 

1! 

m 

D34° 

0 

0 

Legacies  *, 

«* 

<am  <s 

- 

1,894 

0 

0 

Horfes  - 

- 

- 

- 

400 

0 

0 

2s.  duty  on  ditto 

- 

- 

- . 

1,300 

0 

0 

Plats  —  “  * 

\  ' 

ea»  mm 

mm 

J?395 

0 

0 

£■ 

215,772 

15 

*  Total  in  tlie  year  en 

sding  061.  10, 1796: 

^  . 

Of  Customs 

~ 

- 

- 

3,232,345 

17 

if 

Of  Excise 

- 

ca,  mm 

- 

6,461,608 

10 

Ik 

Of  Stamps 

im 

- 

- 

1,212,669 

7 

6 

Of  Incidents 

- 

- 

- 

1,891,703 

19 

1 1 1 

Of  Duties  -  »  1791 

- 

«=»  am 

- 

615,099 

6 

3 

Of  do.  -  -  -  1794 

- 

- 

- 

500,802 

1 

3 

Of  do.  -  -  -  1795 

- 

am- 

1,372,366 

18 

10 

-  V 

1 

£■ 

15,286,596 

1 

Of  duties  -  -  1796 

rti 

215,772 

— — - - ... 

15 

1 1 

Exchequer,  the  17th  > 
day.  of  061,  1796.  \ 

James  Fisher. 

1 
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STATE  PAPERS. 


Mis  Majefy’s  moft  gracious  Speech 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament , 
19 th  May ,  1796. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

HE  public  bufinefs  being  now 
concluded,  I  think  it  proper  to 
dole  this  feffion,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  acquaint  you  with  my  in¬ 
tention  of  giving  immediate  direc¬ 
tions  for  calling  a  new  parliament. 

The  objects  which  have  engaged 
your  attention  during  the  prefen t 
feffion,  have  been  of  peculiar  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  the  meafures  which 
you  have  adopted,  have  manifefted 
your  continued  regard  to  the  fafety 
and  welfare- of  the  people. 

The  happieft  effects  have  been 
experienced  from  the  provifions 
which  you  have  made  for  repref- 
fing  fedition  and  civil  tumult,  and 
for  reftraining  the  progrefs  of  prin¬ 
ciples  fubverfiVe  of  all  eftabliihed 
government. 

dhe  difficulties  arifing  to  my 
fubjects  from  the  high  price  of  corn, 
have  formed  a  principal  object  of 
your  deliberation;  and  vour  affiduity 
in  inveftigating  that  i object,  has 
ftrongly  proved  your  anxious  defire 
to  omit  nothing  which  couid  tend  to 
the  relief  of  my  people,  in  a  matter 
lych  general  concern.  1  have  the 


greatell  fatisfa&ion  in  observing 
that  the  preilure  of  thofe  difficulties 
is  in  a  great  degree  removed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Idoufe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  muff  in  a  more  particular  man¬ 
ner  return  you  my  thanks  for  the 
liberal  fupplies  which  you  have 
granted  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  war. —  While  1  regret  the  ex- 
tent  of  thofe  demands  which  the 
prelent  circumftanCes  neceffarily 
occafion,  it  is  a  great  confolation 
to  me  to  obferve  the  increafing 
refources  by  which  the  country  is 
enabled  to  fupport  them.  Thefe 
refources  are  particularly  manifefted 
in  the  ftate  of  the  different  branches 
of  the  revenue,  in  the  continued  and 
progreffive  ftate  of  our  navigation 
and  commerce,  in  the  fteps  which 
have  been  taken  for  maintaining  ■ 
and  improving  the  public  credit, 
and  in  the  additional  proviiion  which 
has  been  made  for  the  reduction  of 
the  national' debt. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  fliull  ever  reflect  with  heartfelt 
fatisfaCtion  on  the  uniform  wiidom, 
temper,  and  firmnels  which  have 
appeared  in  all  your  proceedings 
flnee  I  ffrft  met  you  in  this  place. 

Called 
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Called  to  deliberate  cn  the  public 
affairs  of  your  country  in  a  period 
of  foreign  and  domeftic  tranquillity, 
you  had  the  happinei’s  of  contribut¬ 
ing  to  rail©  this  kingdom  to  a  date 
of  unexampled  prosperity;  You 
were  Suddenly  compelled  to  relim 
quifh  the  full  advantages  of  this 
Situation,  in  order  to  relift  the  un¬ 
provoked  aggreffion  of  an  epemy 
whole  holtility  was  directed  againlt 
all  civil  fociety,  but  more  particu¬ 
larly  agamft  the  happy  union  of 
order  and  liberty  eftablilhed  in  thefe 
kingdoms.  The  nature  of  the  fyltem 
introduced  into  France,  afforded  to 
that  country,  in  the  midft  of  its 
calamities,  the  means  of  exertion 
beyond  the  experience  of  any  former 
time.  Under  the  prelTure  of  the 
new  and  unprecedented  difficulties 
ariling  from  fuch  a  conteft,  you 
have  ffiewn  yourfelves  worthy  of 
all  the  bleffings  that  you  inherit. 
By  your  counfels.  and  conduct,  the 
constitution  has  been  preserved  in¬ 
violate  againft  the  defigns  of  foreign 
and  domeftic  enemies  ;  the  honor  of 
the  Britifh  name  has  been  afferted  ; 
the  rank  and  ft&tion  which  we  have 
hitherto  held  in  Europe  lias  been 
maintained ;  and  the  decided  Su¬ 
periority  of  our  naval  power  has 
been  eftablilhed  in  every  quarter  of 
the  world. 

You  have  omitted  no  opportunity 
to  prove  your  juft  anxiety  for  the 
re-eftabliffiment  of  general  peace  on 
fee ure  and  honourable  terms;  but 
you  have  at  the  fame  time  rendered 
it  manifeft  to  the  world,  that  while 
our  enemies  dial!  perfift  in  dispo¬ 
sitions 'incompatible  with  that  ob¬ 
ject,  neither  the  refources  nor  the 
Spirit  of  Englilhmen  will  be  wanting 
to  the  Support  of  a  juft  caufe,  and 
to  the  defence  of  all  their  deareft 
intCrefts. 


A  due  fenfe  of  this  conduct  i 
deeply  impreffed  on  my  heart, 
truft  that  ail  my  Subjects  aie  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  fame  Sentiment,  and 
that  their  loyalty  and  public  fpirftr 
will  enfure  the  continuance  of  that 
union  and  mutual  confidence  be¬ 
tween  me  and  my  parliament, 
which  beft  promote  the  true  dignity 
and  glory  of  my  crown,  and”  the 
genuine  happinefs  of  my  people. 


if  is  Majejly's  moji  gracious  Speech 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament , 
6th  October  1796. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  a  peculiar  Satisfaction  to 
me,  in  the  prefent  conjuncture  of 
affairs,  to  recur  to  your  advice, 
after  the  recent  opportunity  which 
has  been  given  for  collecting  the 
fenfe  of  my  people,  engaged  in  a 
difficult  and  urduojus  conteft,  for 
the 'preservation  of  all  that  is  molt 
dear  to  us. 

I  have  omitted  np  endeavours 
for  Setting  on  foot  negotiations  to 
reftore  peace  to  Europe,  and  to  Se¬ 
cure  for  the  future  the  general 
tranquillity.  The  ltep.s  which  I 
have  taken  for  this  purpofe  have  ( 
at  length  opened  the  way  to  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  diredt  negotiation,  the 
ifftie  of  which  mult  either  produce 
the  defirable  end  of  a  juft,  ho¬ 
nourable,  and  Solid  peace  for  us, 
and  for  our  allies,  or  mult  prove, 
beyond  ddpute,  to  what  caufe  alone 
the  prolongation  of  the  calamities 
of  war  mull  be  aferibed. 

I  lhali  immediately  fend  a  per- 
fon  to  Paris,  with  full  powers  to 
treat  for  this  objeCt,  and  it  is  my 

anxious  with  that  this  meafure  mav 

%>  \ 

lead  to  the  restoration  of  general, 
peace  :  but  you  muff  be  ferfible 
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•that  nothing  can  fo  much  contri¬ 
bute  to  give  effech  to  this  defire,  as 
your  manifefting  that  we  poflefs 
both  the  determination  and  the  re- 
fources  to  oppofe,  with  increafed 
activity  and  energy,  the  farther  ef¬ 
forts  with  which  we  may  have  to 
contend. 

You  will  feel  this  peculiarly  necef- 
fary  at  a  moment  when  the  enemy 
has  openly  manifefted  the  intention 
-of  attempting  a  defcent  on  thefe 
kingdoms.  It  cannot  he  doubted 
whit  would  be  the  iffue  of  fuch  an 
enterprize  ;  but  ft  befits  your  wif- 
•dom  to  negledt  no  precautions  that 
may  either  preclude  the  attempt, 
or  fecure  the  fpeedieft  means  of 
turning  it  to  the  confufion  and  ruin 
of  the  enemy. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  the 
year,  you  will  have  obferved  that, 
by  the  fkill  and  exertions  of  my 
navy,  our  extenfive  and  increafing 
commerce  has  been  protected  to  a 
degree  almoft  beyond  example,  and 
the  fleets  of  the  enemy  have,  for  the 
greeted  part  of  the  year,  been 
blocked  up  in  their  own  ports. 

The  operations  in  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  Indies  have  been  highly  ho¬ 
nourable  to  the  Britifh  arms,  and 
productive  of  great  national  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  and  the  valour  and  good 
conduct  of  my  forces,  both  by  iea 
and  land,  have  been  eminently  con- 
fpicuous. 

The  fortune  of  war  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  has  beeu  more  various  ;  and 
the  progrefs  of  the  french  armies 
threatened,  at  one  period,  the 
utrnuft  danger  to  all  Europe  ;  but 
from  the  honourable  and  dignified 
perfeverance  of  my  ally  the  em¬ 
peror,  and  from  the  intrepidity, 
difcipline,  and  invincible  l’pirit  of 
the  Auftrian  forces,  under  the  au¬ 
spicious  condutt  of  the  archduke 
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Charles,  fuch  a  turn  has  lately 
been  given  to  the  courfe  of  the 
war,  as  may  infpire  a  well-grounded 
confidence  that  the  final  reiultof  the 
campaign  will  prove  more  difaf- 
trous  to  the  enemy,  than  its  com¬ 
mencement  and  progrefs  for  a  time 
were  favourable  to  their  hopes.. 

The  apparently  hoftile  dl peti¬ 
tions  and  conduct  of  the  court  of 
Madrid  have  led  to  difeuffions,  of 
which  I  am  not  yet  enabled  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you  with  the  final  reiult; 
but  f  am  confident  that  whatever 
may  be  their  iffue,  I  flia.ll  have 
given  to  Europe  a  farther  proof  of 
my  moderation  and  forbearance ; 
and  T  can  have  no  doubt  of  vour 

i/ 

determination  to  defend  againft 
every  aggreflion,  the  dignity,  rights, 
and  intereffs,  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Iloufe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  rely  on  your  zeal  and  public 
fpirit  for  fuch  fupplies  as  you  may 
think  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year.  It  is  a  great  fatisfariion 
to  me  to  oblerve,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  temporary  embarraff- 
rnents  which  have  been  experienced, 
the  hate  of  the  commerce,  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  revenue,  of  the  country, 
proves  the  real  extent  and  folidity 
of  our  refources,  and  furnifhes  you 
wTith  fuch  means  as  muff  be  equal 
to  any  exertions  which  the  pielent 
cribs  may  require. 

% 

Mv  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

The  diftrefies,  which  were  in  the 
lafl  year  experienced  from  the 
fcarcity  of  earn,  are  now,  by  the 
bleffing  of  God,  happily  removed., 
and  an  abundant  harveft  affords  the 
pleafing  profpe.61  of  relict  in  that 
important  article  to  the  labouring 
Gaffes  of  the  community.  Our 

*N  4.  internal 
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internal  tranquillity  has  alfo  con¬ 
tinued  undifturbed  ;  the  geneial 
attachment  of  my  people  to  the 
Britifh  conflitution  has  appeared 
on  every  occafion,  and  the  endea¬ 
vours  of  thole  who  wilhed  to  in¬ 
troduce  anarchy  and  confulion  into 
this  country,  have  been  lepreffed 
by  the  energy  and  wifdom  of  the 
laws. 

To  defeat  all  the  defigns  of  our 
enemies,  to  reftore  to  my  people 
the  bleffings  of  a  fecure  and  ho¬ 
nourable  peace,  to  maintain  invio¬ 
late  their  religion,  laws,  and  liberty, 
and  to  deliver  down  unimpaired  to 
the  lateft  p'ofterity  the  glory  and 
Jhappinel's  of  thefe  kingdoms,  is  the 
conftant  wilh  of  my  heart,  and  the 
uniform  end  of  all  my  actions.  In 
every  mealure  that  can  conduce  to 
thele  objects,  I  am  confident  of 
receiving  the  firm,  zealous  and 
affectionate  fupport  of  my  parlia¬ 
ment.  * 


Add  refs  of  the  Hovfe  of  Commons  to 
the  King ,  inoved  by  Lord  Morpeth. 

Molt  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majefty’s  molt  dutiful 
8/nd  loyal  fubje&s,  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain,  in  parliament  affem- 
bled,  beg  leave  to  return  your  ma- 
jefty  our  humble  and  uhan-imous 
thanks  for  your  mod  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  throne. 

We  are  truly  fenfible  of  your 
majefty’s  paternal  regard  for  the 
in  ter  eft  of  your  fubjeCts,  in  having 
omitted  no  endeavours  for  letting  on 
foot  negotiations  to  reftore  peace 
to  Europe,  and  to  fecure  for  the 
future  the  general  tranquillity  ;  and 
we  rejoice  to  learn,  that  the  fteps 
which  have  been  taken  for  this 
purpofe  have  at  length  opened  the 
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way  to  an  immediate  and  dired  1 
negotiation,  which,  eye  doubt  not, 
will  be  l'o  concluded  on  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  part,  as  either  to  produce  the  j 
delirable  end  of  a  juft,  honourable,  j 
and  folid  peace,  for  us  and  for  our  : 
allies,  or  to  prove,  beyond  difpute, 
to  what  caufe  alone  the  prolonga¬ 
tion  of  the  calamities  of  war  muft 
be  aferibed. 

•  ,■  1 

We  cordially  join  with  your  ma-  • 

jefty  in  an  anxious  with  that  the 
ftep,  which  your  majefty  propoles 
to  take,  of  fending  a  perfori  to  Paris 
with  full  powers  to  treat,  may  lead 
to  the  reiteration  of  general  peace ; 
but  we  are  fully  fenfible  that  nothing 
can  fo  much  contribute  to  give  ef-  | 
feet  to  this  defire,  as  manifefting  : 
that  we  poflefs  both  the  determi¬ 
nation  and  the  relourcescto  dppofe,  ; 
with  increaled  activity  and  energy,  \ 
the  further  efforts  with  which  we 
may  have  to  contend;  and  we  muft  i 
indeed  feel  this  to  be  peculiarly  ; 
neceflary,  when  an  intention  has 
been  openly  manifefted  of  attempt-  ; 
ing  a  defeent  on  thefe  kingdoms;  i 
and,  although  it  cannot  be  doubted  j 
what  would  be  the  iffue  of  fucli  an  . 
enterprize,  we  deem  it  an  indif- 
pbnfable  duty  to  negled  no  pre¬ 
cautions  that  may  either  preclude 
the  attempt,  or  fecure  the  fpeedieft 
means  of  turning,  it  to  the  confufion 
and  ruin  of  the  enemy. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  the  I 
year,  we  have  not  failed  to  obferve, 
with  a  juft  fatisfaction,  that,  by  the  i 
flc ill  and  exertions  of  your  majefty’s  : 
navy,  our  extenfive  and  increafing 
commerce  has  been  protected  to  a  > 
degree  almoft  beyond  example ; 
and  that  the  fleets  of  the  enemy 
have,  for  the  greatelt  part  of  the 
year,  been  blocked  up  in  their  own 
ports  ;  and  we  have  feen  with  plea- 
lure  the  operations  in  the  Eaft  and 
4,1  '  Weil 
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Weft  Indies,  which,  while,  they 
have  been  productive  of  great  na¬ 
tional  advantage,  have  alfo  dis¬ 
played  the  valour  and  good  conduct 
of  your  majefiyft  forces,  both  by 
fea  and  land,  in  a  degree  highly 
honourable  to  the  British  arms. 

Having  contemplated  with  anxi¬ 
ous  folicitude  the  various  fortune 
of  war  on  the  continent,  and  the 
danger  with  which  ail  Europe  was 
at  one  time  threatened,  we  reflect 
with  proportionable  admiration  and 
joy  on  the  honourable  and  digni¬ 
fied  perfeverance  of  your  majelty’s 
ally  the  empOror,  and  bn  the  intre¬ 
pidity,  dilcjpline,  and  invincible 
fpirit  of  the  Auftrian  forces,  under 
the  aufpicious  conduct  of  the  arch¬ 
duke  Charles  ;  and  we  entertain  the 
molt  fanguine  hope  that,  from  the 
turn  lately  given  to  the  courfe  of 
the  war,  the  final  refult  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  may  prove  more  difaftrous 
to  the  enemy,  than  its  commence¬ 
ment  and  pr  ogre  Is  for  a  time  were 
favourable  to  their  hopes., 

While  we  regret  the  hoftile  dif- 
pofitions  and  conduct  on  the  part 
bf  the  court  of  Madrid,  which  have 
led  to  the  difcullions  now  depend- 

!ig,  we  entertain  a  juft  confidence, 
hat,  whenever  your  majefty  /hall 
e  enabled  to  acquaint  us  with  the 
nal  refult,  a  farther  proof  will  be 
biven  to  Europe  of  the  temper  and 
prudence  which  govern  your  ma- 
iefty’s  proceedings  ;  and  we  cannot 
;P°  ftrongly  exprefs  to  your  majefty 
)ur  fixed  determination  to  lupport 
>'our  majefty  with  our  lives  and 
ortunes,  in  defending  againft  every 
tggreifion  the  dignity,  rights,  and 
ate  re  Its,  of  the  Britilh  empire. 
i  We  beg  to  alfure  your  majefty, 
hat  you  may  at  all  times  rely  on 
he  zeal  and  affection  of  your  faith- 
ul  commons  for  fuch  ftjpplitp  as 
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may  be  neceflafy  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year;  and  that  it  muft  afford 
us  the  molt  cordial  fatisfa&ion  to 
find,  that,  notwithftanding  the  tem¬ 
porary  embarraftnaents  which  have 
been  experienced,  the  ftate  of  the 
commerce,  manu failures,  and  re¬ 
venue  of  the  country,  proves  the 
real  extent' and  folidity  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  refources,  and  will  furnilh  luck 
means  as  may  be  equal  to  the  great 
and  vigorous  exertions  which  that, 
prefent  c nfis  peculiarly  requires. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  ut- 
moft  thankfulnels  and  fatisfaCftion, 
that  the  diftrelfes,  which  were  in 
the  laft  year  experienced  from  the 
fcarcitv  of  corn,  are  now,  by  the 
bleffing  of  God,  happily  removed, 
and  that  an  abundant  harveft  af¬ 
fords  the  pleating  profpeCt  of  relief 
in  that  important  article  to  the 
labouring  dalles  of  the  community; 
and  with  equal  latisfaCtion  we  re¬ 
flect  on  the  uninterrupted  continu¬ 
ance  of  our  internal  tranquillity, 
on  the  general  attachment  of  your 
majefty  s  faithful  iubjeets  to  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  and  on  the 
happy  effeCts  produced  by  the 
energy  and  wifdom  of  the  laws,  in 
reprefting  the  endeavours  of  thofe 
who  wilhed  to  introduce  anarchy 
and  confufion  into  the  country. 

We  beleech  your  majefty  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  are  deeply  imprefied 
with  the  gracious  and  paternal  ex- 
preflions  of  your  majefty’s  conftant 
fohcitude  for  the  glory  and  happi- 
nefs  of  your  kingdoms  ;  and  we 
are  perfuaded  that  ycur  majefty 
may  at  all  times  relv  on  the  firm, 
zealous,  and  affectionate  lupport  of 
vour  parliament  in  thofe  exertions 
which  are  directed  to  the  great  ob¬ 
ject  ot  defeating  all  the  defignS  of 
our  enemies,  of  reftoring  to  the 
people  the  bleffings  of  a  fecure  and 
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honourable  peace,  and  of  delivering 
drwn  unimpaired  to  the  late  ft  po- 
flerity  thofe  civil  and  religious 
bleflings,  by  which  fhefe  kingdoms 
have  been  ft*  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed,  under  the  protedion  of 
your  majefty’s  juft  and  aufpicioirs 
government. 


The  Add  refs  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
moved  'by  Eari  Bathurft. 

Moll  gracious  fovereign, 

WE  your  majefty’s  moll  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  lords  fpiri- 
tual  and  temporal,  in  parliament 
affembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your 
snajefty’s  moft  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

We  acknowledge  with  gratitude 
your  majefty’s  gracious  condefcen- 
tion  in  acquainting  us  that  you 
have  omitted  no  endeavours  for 
fetting  on  foot  negotiations  to  re- 
ftore  peace  to  Europe,  and  to  fe- 
cure  for  the  future  the  general  tran¬ 
quillity  ;  and  that  the  lieps  which 
you  have  taken  for  the  purpofe 
have  at  length  opened  the  way  to 
an  immediate  and  dired  negotia¬ 
tion,  the  iftue  of  which  mull  pro¬ 
duce  the  definable  end  of  a  juft,  ho¬ 
nourable,  and  folid  peace,  for  us 
and  for  our  allies,  or  mu  ft  prove, 
beyond  difpute,  to  what  caufe  alone 
the'  prolongation  of  the  calamities 
of  war  muft  be  aferibed. 

We  entirely  concur  in  the  anxi¬ 
ous  wifh  expreffed  by  your  raa- 
jelly,  that  the  ftep  which  your  mar 
jelly  propofes  to  take  of  lending  a 
perfon  to  Paris,  with  full  power  to 
treat  for  the  reftoration  of  a  gene¬ 
ral  peace,  may  lead  to  the  accom- 
plilhment  of  that  objed.  But  we 
are  fully  fenfibic  that  nothing  can 


fo  much  contribute  to  give  effef 
to  this  defire,  as  our  m  an  i  fell  in 
that  we  potfefs  both  the  determina 
tion  and  the  refources  to  oppoft 
with  increafed  adivity  and  energy 
the  further  efforts  with  which  w 
may  have  to  contend. 

We  feel  this  peculiarly  neceffarj 
at  a  moment  when  the  enemy  ha 
openly  manifefted  the  intention  o 
attempting  a  defeent  on  thefe  king 
doms.  We  are  fully  fen  Able  that  i 
cannot  be  doubted  what  would  b 
the  ilfive  of  fuch  an  enterprise  ;  bu. 
we  fhall,  neverthelefs,  think  it  ou 
duty  to  take  every  precaution  tha 
may  either  elude  the  attempt,  o 
fecure  the  fpeediell  means  of  turn 
ing  it  to  the  confufion  and  ruin  o 
the  enemy. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  th 
year  we  have  great  pleafure  in  ob 
ferving,  that,  by  the  Ikill  and  exer 
tions  of  yrour  majefty’s  navy,  th 
extenlive  and  encreafing  commerc 
of  the  country  has  been  protede* 
to  a  degree  almoft  beyond  exam  pit 
and  that  the  fleets  of  the  enem; 
have,  for  the  greateft  part  of  th 
year,  been  blocked  up  in  their  owi! 
ports ;  that  the  operations  in  th 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  have  beeij 
highly  honourable  to  the  Britiflr 
arms,  and  produdive  of  great  na 
tional  advantage  ;  and  that  the  va 
lour  and  good  condud  of  your  ma 
jelly’s  forces,  both  by  fea  and  lancj 
have  been  eminently  confpicuous.  I 

We  have  alfo  obferved,  with  th  i 
utmoft  fatisfadion,  that  although  I 
the  fortune  of  war  on  the  contiil 
nent  has  been  more  various,  an 
although  the  progrefs  of  the  Frenei 
armies  threatened  the  utmoft  danj 
ger  to  all  Europe,  yet,  from  th  j 
honourable  and  dignified  perfeve 
ranee  of  your  majefty’s  ally  th 
emperor,  and  from  the  intrepidity  i 
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difcipline,  and  invincible  fpirit  of 
the  Auftrian  forces,  under  the  au- 
fpicious  conduct  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  archduke  Charles,  fuch  a 
turn  )ras  lately  oeen  given  to  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  as  may  infpire  a 
well-grounded  confidence  that  the 
final  refult  of  the  campaign  will 
prove  more  diiaftrous  to  the  enemy, 
than  its  commencement  was  for  a 
time  favourable  to  their  hopes. 

"We  rely  with  the  utmoft  confi¬ 
dence  on  your  majefty’ s  gracious 
aflurances,  that  whenever  your  ma- 
jefiy  fhall  be  enabled  to  acquaint 
ys  with  the  final  refult  of  the  dif- 
cullions  to  which  the  apparently 
hoftile  difpofition  and  conduct  of 
the  court  of  Madrid  has  given  rife, 
they  will  afford  to  Europe  a  further 
proof  of  your  majefty’s  modera¬ 
tion  and  forbearance ;  and  we  en¬ 
treat  your  majefty  to  be  allured  that 
we  are  firmly  determined  to  defend 
jagainft  every  aggreffion  the  dignity, 
rights,  and  interefls,  of  the  Britifh 
empire. 

It  has  given  us  infinite  pleafure 
to  find  that  the  diftreffes,  which 
were  in  the  lafl:  year  experienced 
from  the  fcarcity  of  corn,  are  now, 
by  the  blefting  of  God,  happily 
removed,  and  an  abundant  harveft 
affords  the  pleating  pro fp eel  of  re¬ 
lief  in  that  important  article  to  the 
labouring  dalles  of  the  community; 
that  our  internal  tranquillity  has 
alfo  continued  undifturbed  ;  that  the 
general  attachment  of  the  people  to 
the  Britifh  conftitution  has  appear¬ 
ed  on  every  occafion;  and  that  the 
endeavours  of  thole  who  wifhed  to 
introduce  anarchy  and  confufion 
into  this  country  have  been  re- 
preffed  by  the  energy  and  wifdoin 
of  the  laws. 

Perfuaded  as  we  cannot  but  be, 
from  long  experience  of  your  ma- 
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jelly’s  virtues,  that  to  defeat  all  the 
defigns  of  your  enemies, — to  reftore 
to  your  people  the  bladings  of  fe- 
cure  and  honourable  peace, —  to 
maintain  inviolate  their  religion, 
laws  and  liberty, — and  to  deliver 
down  unimpaired  to  the  latefl  po- 
flerity  the  glory  and  happinefs  of 
thefe  kingdoms,  is  the  conftant  with 
of  your  majefty’s  heart,  and  the 
uniform  end  of  all  your  majefty’g 
actions  ;  permit  us  moll  humbly  to 
allure  your  majefty,  that  in  every 
meafare  that  can  coiduce  to  thefe 
obje&s,  your  majefty  may  rely  upon 
our  firm,  zealous,  and  affectionate 
fupport,  which  we  confider  as  a  duty 
which  we  owe  to  your  majefty  and. 
to  our  country. 


Amendment  to  the  above  Addrefs% 
moved  by  Earl  Fitzwiljiam,  and 
negatived  without  a  Vivi/ion. 

THAT  this'  houfe,  ftrongly  im- 
prelied  with  the  juftice  and  neceffity 
of  the  prelent  war,  carried  on  for 
the  maintenance  of  civil  and  moral 
order  in  the  world,  and  for  fecuring 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
and  the  independence  of  all  ftates, 
will  continue  to  give  his  majefty  a 
vigorous  fupport  in  afferting  the 
general  caufe  of  his  majefty  and 
his  allies,  and  for  preferving  the 
good  faith,  dignity,  and  honour  of 
the  crown,  in  full  affurance  that 
no  fteps  lhall  be  taken  inconfifteut 
with  thofe  principles,  or  wilh  the 
future  fafety  and  profpenty  of  thefe 
kingdoms ;  and  Ihould  the  apparently 
hoftile  difpofition  of  the  court  of 
Madrid,  infiigated  by  the  intrigues 
and  menaces  of  the  common  enemy, 
put  his  majefty  under  the  neceffity 
of  repelling  force  by  force,  his 
majefty  may  rely  on  the  determi- 
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nation  of  this  houfe  to  give  his 
majefty  the  moft  ample  fupport  in 
defending  agajnft  every  aggreffion, 
the  dignity,  rights,  and  interefts,  of 
the  Bntifh  empire. 


Mejfage  from  his  Majefty  to  the 
Hovfe  of  Lords,  12 tk  Dec.  1796. 

George  R. 

HIS  majefty  is  concerned  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  houfe  of  lords  that  his 
endeavours  to  preferve  peace  with 
Spain,  and  to  adjuft  all -matters  in 
ffifcufikm  with  that  court  by  an  ami¬ 
cable  negotiation,  have  been  ren¬ 
dered  ineffectual  by  an  abrupt  and 
unprovoked  declaration,  of  war  on 
the  part  of  the  Catholic  king. 

His  majefty, -at  the  fame  time  that 
he  hncerely  laments  this  addition  to 
the  calamities  of  war,  already  ex¬ 
tended  over  fo  great  a  part  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  has  the  fatisfa&ion  to  reflect 
that  nothing  has  been  omitted  on 
his  part  which  could  contribute  to 
the  maintenance  of  peace,  on 
grounds  confident  with  the  honour 
of  his  crown,  and  the  intereft  of 
his  dominions  ;  and  he  trufts,  that, 
under  the  protection  of  divine  Pro¬ 
vidence,  the  firmnefs  and  wild  ora 
of  his  parliament  will  enable  him 
effectually  to  repel  this  unprovoked 
aggreffion,  and  to  afford  to  ail 
Europe  an  additional  proof  of  the 
fpirit  and  refoprces  of  the  Britilh 
nation. 

G.  R. 


-  * 

JM eft  age  from  his  Majefty  to  the 
Jlovje  of  Lords,  17 Hi  Dec.  1796. 

G.  R. 

I11S  Majefty  thinks  proper  to 
acquaint  the  houfe  of  peers,  that 


he  is  at  prefent  engaged  in  conceit 
ing  meafures  with  his  allies,  i 
order  to  be  fully  prepared  for  tl 
vigorous  and  effectual  profecuti* 
of  the  war,  if  the  failure  of  his  m 
jefty’s  earned  endeavours  to  effect; 
general  peace  on  fecure  1  and  fc 
nourable  terms,’  fhould  unfort 
irately  render  another  campai' 
unavoidable.  And  his  majefty  w 
not  fail  to  take  the  firft  opportimi 
to  communicate  the  refu.lt  of  the 
difcuffions  to  the  houfe.  In  the  i; 
terval  his  majefty  conceives  that 
may  be  of  the  greateft  important 
to'  the  common  caufe,  that  his  m 
jelly  ihould  be  enabled  to  contin 
fuch  temporary  advances  for  tl 
fervice  of  the  emperor  as  may.  1 
indifpenfably  neceffary,  with  a  vie 
to  military  operations  being  prod 
cuted  with  vigour  ,and  effect  at  r 
early  period ;  and  his  majefty  r 
commends  it  to  the  huufe  to  coj 
lider  of  making  fuch  provilion  ; 
may  appear  to  them  to  be  moft  e: 
pedient  for  this  purpofe. 

H  G.  R. 


MeJJage  from  his  Majefty  to  ti 
Houfe  of  Peers,  26M  Dec,  1706.: 

George  R. 

IT  is  with  the  wtmoft  concei 
that  his  majefty  acquaints  tl 
houfe  of  lords,  that  his  earneft  ei 
deavours  to  effect  the  reftoration  < 
peace  have  been  unhappily  fruftri 
ted,  Und  that  the  negotiation  i 
which  he  has  been  engaged  has  bee 
abruptly  broken  off  by  the  peremp 
lory  refulal  of  the  Trench  govern 
ment  to  treat,  except  upon  a  bat 
evidently  iuadmiffible,  and  by  the: 
having  in  confequence  required  hi 
majeity  £  plenipotentiary  to  quit  Pa 
ris  within  48  hours. 

Hi 
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His  majefly  has  directed  the  fe- 
eral  memorials  and  papers  which 
ave  been  exchanged  in  the  courfe 
f  the  late  difcuffion,  and  the  ac- 
ount  tranfmitted  to  his  majefty  of 
;s  final  refult,  to  be  laid  before  the 
oufe. 

From  thefe  papers,  his  majefly 
ruds,  it  will  be  proved  to  the 
hole  world,  that  his  conduct  has 
een  guided  by  a  fmcere  defire  to 
[fed  the  restoration  of  peace  on 
riuciples  fuited  to  the  relative 
tuation  of  the  belligerent  powers, 
nd  effential  for  the  permanent  in¬ 
n-efts  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  ge- 
eral  fecurity  of  Europe :  whiift 
is  enemies  have  advanced  pre¬ 
vious  at  once  inconliftent  AVitli 
role  objeds,  unfupported  even  on 
re  grounds  on  which  they  were 
rofefled  to  reft,  and  repugnant  both 
)  the  fyftem  eftabiifhed  by  repeated 
eaties,  and  to  the  principle  and 
radice  which  have  hitherto  reca¬ 
lled  the  intereourfe  of  independent 
ations. 

In  this  ft  tuation  his  maj.efty  has 
le  conlolation  of  reflecting,  that 
lie  continuance  of  the  calamities 
:  war  can  be  imputed  only  to  the 
rjuft  and  exorbitant  views  of 
is  enemies  ;  and  his  majefly  look- 
ig  forward  with  anxiety  to  the 
loment  when  they  may  be  difpofed 
>  ad  on  different  principles, 
-aces  in  the  mean  time  the  fulieft 
diance,  under  the  protection  of 
rovidence, >  on  the  wifdom  and 
rmnefs  of  his  parliament,  on  the 
led  valour  ol  his  forces  by  lea  and 
“d,  and  on  the  zeal,  public 
'hit,  and  refources  of-  his  king- 
>ms,  for  vigorous  and  effectual 
;ppart  in  the  profecution  of  a  con 
ft,  which  it  does  not  depend  on 
s  nidjefty  to  terminate,  and  winch 
■volves  in  it  the  fecurity  and  per- 
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manent  intereftsof  this  country,  and 
of  Europe. 

,  G.  It. 


Rcfolutions  concerning  the  Public 
Expenditure ,  moved  in  the  Iloifc 
of  Commons ,  on  the  7 th  of  May 
1796,  by  Mr.  Grey. 

Itelolvea  I.  1  hat  at  all  times, 
and  under  all  circumftances,  it  is 
the  indrfpenfable  duty  of  the  houfe . 
of  commons  vigilantly  to  fu  per  in¬ 
tend  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  and  fiddly  to  inquire  into 
the  application  of  the  grants  made 
by  _  parliament  to  the  fervice  fot; 
which  they  have  been  voted. 

IL  That  by  an  Ad  pafled.  in 
e  very  fefficn  of  parliament,  the  par¬ 
ticular  funis  granted  for  each  par¬ 
ticular  fervice  ai  e  fpecified,  and  the 
money  that  fhall  be  paid  into  the 
exchequer  is  appropriated  to  their? 
difcharge ;  and  that  it  is  ftridly  di¬ 
re  ded  that  fuch  aids  and  fupplies 
iliall  not  be  applied-  to  anv  ufe,  in¬ 
tent,  or  purpole  whatever,  other 
than  the  ufes  and  purpofes  menti¬ 
oned  in  the  laid  ad. 

III.  1  hat  it  appears  from  an  ac¬ 
count  prelen ted  to  this  houf'e  on 
the  21ft  of  April  1796,  that  the 
lum  of  644,1061.  7s.  qd.  was  then 
due  to  the  fe venal  colonels  or  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  his  majefty’s 
forces,  for  net  off- reckonings  and 
clothing  for  the  years  1794.  and 
*795>  although  by  ads  palled  in 
J794an(i  J795,  money  Weis  granted 
to  difcharge  the  lame  :  and  although 
the  laid  acts  diced  that  ti  e  money 
lo  granted  ffiali  he  applied  in  dif- 
clurge  of  the  fame,  and  not  other- 
wife. 

IV.  That  it  appeal’s  from  an  ac¬ 
count  p  re  fen  ted  to  this  dioufe  on 

the 
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the  21ft  of  April  1796,  that  the 
fum  of  146,900!.  12s.  4<h  is  now 
due  to  the  general  and  ftaff  officers 
of  his  majefty’s  forces  for  the  years 
1/93^  1 794?  and  1795;  although 
by  acts  pafi'ed  in  the  faid  years, 
money  was  granted  for  the  payment 
of  the  faid  turn  ;  and  although  the 
faid  ads  dired  that  the  laid  mone.v 
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fo  granted,  (hall  be  applied  in  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  faid  fum,  and  not 
otherwife. 

V*  That  it  appears  from  an  ac¬ 
count  preferited  to  this  houfe  on 
the  21ft  of  April  1796,  that  the 
fum  of  34.313!.  13s.  3d.  is  now 
due  to  the  feveral  governors,  lieu¬ 
tenant  governors  and  other  officers 
of  his  majefty’s  forces  and  garrifons 
in  Great  Britain,  and  parts  beyond 
the  feas,  for  the  year  1794  and 
1795,  although  by  ads  pafi'ed  in 
the  faid  years,  money  was  granted 
for  difcharging;  the  faid  fum  ;  and 
although  the  faid  ads  dired  that 
the  money  fo  granted  fhall  be  ap¬ 
plied  in  difcharging  the  faid  fums, 
and  not  otherwife. 

VI.  That  it  appears  from  an  ac¬ 
count  prefented  to  this  houfe  on  the 
21  ft  of  April  1796,  that  the  fum  of 
31,0561.  9s.  pd.  due  to  the  general 
ftafif  officers  of  his  majefty’s  forces  for 
the  year  1794,  was  paid  out  of  grants 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1796, 
although  by  an  ad  pafi'ed  in  1 794, 
money  was  granted  for  difcharging 
the  faid  fum  ;  and  although  the 
faid  ad  direds  that  the  laid  money 
fo  granted  fhall  be  applied  in  dif¬ 
charging  the  fame,  and  not  other- 
wife. 

VII.  That  it  appears  from  an  ac¬ 
count  produced  to  this  houfe,  on 
the  21ft  of  April,  1796,  that  the 
fum  of  172,1001.  due  for  off-reck¬ 
onings  to  the  24th  of  December, 
1794,  and  which  remained  due  on 


the  21ft  of  January  1796,  was  dif 
charged  out  of  the  vote  of  credit 
granted  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  0! 
defraying  ex pences  that  may  occui 
in  1796.  By  an  ad  pafi'ed  in  >794 
money  was  granted  for  difcharging 
the  faid  fum :  anci  although  the 
faid  ad  direds  that  the  money  11 
granted  fhall  be  applied  in  dif- 
charge  of  the  fame,  and  not  other- 
wife. 

VIII.  That  it  appears  to  this 
houfe,  that  by  an  Act  pafi'ed  in  the 
23d  year  of  his  majefty’s  reign,  foi 
the  better  regulation  of  the  office 
of  paymafter  general  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  forces,  it  is  enaded,  that 
no  money  for  the  fervice  of  the 
army  lhali  be  i llued  from  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  exchequer  to  the  paymafter 
general  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  or 
fhall  be  placed  or  direded  to  be 
placed  in  his  majefty’s  hands  or 
pofiefiion ;  but  the  fame  fhall  be 
ifi'ued  and  direded  to  be  paid  to  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  bank 
of  England,  to  be  placed  to  his  ac¬ 
count. 

IX.  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe, 
from  an  account  produced  on  the' 
22d  of  April  1796,  that  in  open 
contempt  and  defiance  of  the  laid 
ad,  the  fum  of  430,200!.  has  been) 
iffued  diredly  to  the  paymafter- 
general  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  in 
exchequer  bills  on  the  vote  of  credit 
for  1796;  and  that  a  balance  of 
83,3001.  was  remaining  uniffued  in 
his  hands  on  the  faid  22d  of  April 
1796. 

X.  That  it  further  appears  to  this 
houfe,  that  by  the  faid  ad,  the 
paymafter  general  of  his  majefty’s 
forces  is  direded  and  required  to 
form  his  memorials  and  requifitionfi 
to  the  treaiury,  and  to  iflue  his 
drafts  upon  the  governor  and  com¬ 
pany  of  the  bank  of  England,  upon 
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:he  24th  day  of  June,  and  24th 
Jay  of  December,  in  every  year, 
n  equal  payments,' to  fuch  perfon 
or  perfons  as  have  a  regular  affign- 
■nent  from  the  feveral  colonels, 
ieutenant-colonels,  commandants, 
najors,  and  captains  commandant, 
md  captains,  for  the  monies  ap¬ 
propriated  for  the  clothing  of  the 
■wn-commilfioned  officers  and  pri¬ 
vate  men  of  his  majefly’s  regular 
forces. 

XL  That  it  appears  to  this 
houfe,  that  the  films  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  clothing  of  his 
majefty's  regular  forces,  and  which, 
according  to  the  provilions  of  .  the 
laid  ad,  ought  to  have  been  i fined 
on  the  24th  of  December  1794,  the 
24th  of  June  .  and  24th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1795,  had  been  diverted  to 
other  purpofes  and  ftill  remained  due 
on  the  lfl  of  January  1796,  in  open 
contempt  and  defiance  of  the  laid 
act. 

XII.  That  it  appears  that  an 
account  is  annually  prefented  to 
this  houfe,  (hewing  how  the  money 
granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  has  been  difpofed 
of,  difiinguiffied  under  the  feveral 
oeads,  and  the  parts  remaining  un- 
I'atisfied  with  the  deficiency  there- 
jpon. 

XUf.  That  fuch  account  was  in- 
ended  to  be  what  in  its  title  it  pro¬ 
files  to  be,  a  real  account,  Ihew- 
mg  laow  the  money  given  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  had  actually 
been  difpofed  of,  in  order  that  the 
houfe  of  commons  might  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  ftate  of  the  public  ex¬ 
penditure,  and  fatisfy  themfelves  as 
to  the  application  of  the  money 
voted,  to  thole  fervices  for  which  it 
had  been  granted  by  them. 

XIV,  That  an  account,  of  the 
description,  has  been  pre- 
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fented  to  this  houfe,  in  each  of  the 
years  1794,  1795,  and  1796,  m  - 
whiclq  the  money  granted  for  the 
fervices  of  each  year  is  Aated  to 
have  been  applied  to  the  fervices 
for  which  it  was  voted  by  parlia¬ 
ment  although  it  now  appears  from1 
accounts  fince  prefented  to  this 
houfe,  that  the  fum  of  644,106b 
granted  for  off-reckonings  for  the 
year  1794,  anc*  1 795  ;  the  fum  of 
146,9001.  granted  for  the  pay  of 
the  general  and  ftaff-officers  of  his 
majefty's  forces  for  1793,  1794* 
and  1795  ;  the  fum  of  34,313!. 
granted  for  the  pay  of  the  feveral 
governors,  lieutenant-governors,  and' 
other  officers  of  his  majeltyfe  forces 
in  Great  Britain  and  parts  beyond 
the  feas}  for  the  years  1794  and 
I795,  and  feverally  fiated  to  have- 
been  difpofed  of  for  thole  fervicesr 
ftill  remain  unfatisfied. 

XV.  That  in  theinffances  above- 
mentioned,  his  majefty's  min  liter* 
have  been  guilty  of  prefenting  falle 
accounts,  calculated  to  millead  the 
judgment  of  this  houfe,  of  a  flagrant 
violation  of  various  ads  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  of  a  grots  mifapplieatioa 
of  the  public  money. 

The  above  relolutions  were  ne¬ 
gatived  by  a  majority  of 
209  to  38. 


Refolutions  concerning  the  Public 
Expenditure,  moved  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  on  the  2 d  of  May  179 6, 
by  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown. 

THAT  as  we  fee  no  effedual  Heps 
taken  to  realize  thole  measures  of 
reform,  for  which  the  prefent  ml- 
nifters,  at  their  entrance  into  office, 
flood  Itrongly  pledged  to  the  public, 
or  thole  earn eflty  recommended  in 
the  reports  upon,  the  table,  by  two. 
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boards  of  commiffioners,  both  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Parliament. 

It  is  incumbent  on  this  houfe  to 
inquire  into  the  caufe  of  fo  extraor¬ 
dinary  an  omiffion,  as  well  as, 

Whether  any  new  offices  have 
fince  been  created? 

Whether  any  old  falaries  have 
been  increafed  on ,  flight  pre¬ 
tences  ? 

Whether  any  falaries  have  been 
granted  for  fpecial  purpqfes,  and  con¬ 
tinued,  though  the  reafons  for  them 
have  ceafed  ? 

Whether  any  warrants  for  bene¬ 
ficial  grants  have  been  directed  ? 
And  on  the  whole, 

Whether  the  ,  public  expences 
have  increafed  beyond  the  fup- 
plies  annually  granted  by  parlia¬ 
ment  ? 

This,  which  would  be  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  parliament,  were 
the  exifting  war  ever  fo  neceffary, 
juft,  and  fuccefsful,  is  become 
mod  urgent  and  indifpenfable,  in 
a  conted  at  once  bloody  and  ex- 
penlive  beyond  example,  without 
plan  or  objed,  except  fuch  objeCts 
ffs  the  mifcondud  of  the  war  firb 
created ;  attended  with  a  wade  of 
money  profufe  almoft  beyond  ima¬ 
gination  ;  which  has  already  re¬ 
duced  our  trade  to  a  dependence  on 
the  very  warfare  which  is  funda¬ 
mentally  debroying  it,  and  has  fo 
exhaufted  our  refoftrces,  as  to  drive 
us  to  the  wretched  expedient  of 
reviving  taxes  which  were  a  few 
years  fince  repealed,  upon  the 
ground  of  thereby  fenereafing  the 
revenue  —an  effect  which  that  re-* 
peal  produced,  and  a  policy  which 
mud,  therefore,  on  the  return  of 
peace,  be  again  reforted  to,  and 
which  will  confequently  bring  with 
it  the  neceffity  of  finding  new  taxes, 
if  new  and  productive  taxes  can 


be  invented  in  our  then  exhauftec1 

date. 

In  a  fituation  fo  alarming,  aru 
fo  manifeftly  tending  to  deftroy  tin 
confidence  of  the  people  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  (as  every  reflecting 
man  mud  have,  with  deep  concern 
obferved)  has  for  fome  years  paf 
been  rapidly  on  the  decline ;  it  be- 
hoves  parliament,  by  a  timely  re¬ 
vival  of  its  ancient  energy  and  in¬ 
tegrity,  to  convince  the  people  thai 
their  conftitutional  guardians  are 
awake  to  the  common  danger,  anc 
are  determined  to  come  forwarc. 
with  fuch  firm  meafures  of  public 
order  and  reform,  as  will  efiectu; 
ally  relieve  the  fubjeCt,  and  remedj 
evils,  which,  if  dill  differed  to  ac¬ 
cumulate,  will  be  pad  all  remedy, 
and  mud  inevitably  terminate  iu 
public  confufiom 

The  above  refolutions  were  ne< 
gatived  by  a  majority  of 
104  to  12. 


Refolutions  moved  in  the  Houfe  oj 
Commons ,  on  the  10th  of  May  1796, 
by  Mr.  Fox,  for  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Majejiy ,  on  the  conduct  of  Admi- 
nif  ration,  in  the  commencement 
and  progrefs  of  the  war. 

THAT  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  majedy,  mod  humbly  to  offer 
to  his  royal  confideration,  that 
judgment  which  his  faithful  com¬ 
mons  have  formed,  and  now  t  eem 
it  their  duty  to  declare,  concern¬ 
ing  the  conduCt  of  his  numbers  in 
the  commencement,  and  during,  the 
progrefs  of  the  prefent  unfortunate 
war.  As  long  as  it  was,  poliible 
for  us  to  doubt  from  what  lource 
the  national  didreffes  have  arifen, 
we  have,  in  times  ol  difficulty  and  1 
peril,  thought  ourfelves  bound  do 

drengthen 


ftreiigtheh  his  majefty’s  government, 
for  the  protedion  of  his  fubjeds, 
by  our  confidence  and  fupport. 
But  our  duties  as  his  majefty’s 
C'ounfellors,  and  as  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  his  people,  Will  no  longer 
permit  us  to  difiemble  pur  deli¬ 
berate  arid  determined  opinion, 
that  the  diftrds,  difficulty,  and 
peril,  to  which  this  country  is  now 
iuhjeded,  have  arifen  from  the  mifi- 
fonduct  of  the  king’s  minifters, 
and  are  likely  to  lhbfift;  and  in- 
creafe,  as  long  as  the  fame  princi¬ 
ples  which  have  hitherto  guided 
thefe  minifters,  Until  continue;  to 
prevail  in  the  councils  of  Great 
Britain. 

It  is  painful  for  us  to  remind 
his  majefty  of  the  fituation  of  his 
dominions  at  the  be  yin  nine;  of  the 
War,  and  of  the  high  degree  of 
prolperity  to  which  the  fkill  and 
in du (try  of  his  fubjeds  had,  under 
the  Ikfeguard  of  a  free  confutation, 
failed  the  Britifii  empire,  lined  it 
can  only  fill  his  mind  with  tlie  me¬ 
lancholy  recolledion  of  profperity 
tab  life  d,  and  of  opportunities  of  fe- 
curing  permanent  advantages  wan¬ 
tonly  rejeded.  Nor  lliall  we  pre- 
fume  to  wound  his  maj city’s  be¬ 
nevolence,  by  dwelling  on  the  for¬ 
tunate  confequences  which  might 
have  arifen  from  the  mediation  of 
Great  Britain  between  the  powers 
then  at  war,  which  might  have  en- 
fured  the  permanence  of  our ‘profpe¬ 
rity,  while  it  preferved  all  Europe 
hom  tlie  calamities  which  it  has 
liuce  endured.  A  mediation  which 
this  kingdom  was  fo  well  fitted  to 
carry  on  with  vigour  and  dignity, 
by  its  power,  its  charader,  and  the 
nature  of  its  government,  happily 
removed  at  an  equal  diftance  from 
the  contending  extremes  oflicenti- 
bufnefs  and  tyranny. 

Vol.  XXXVI IL 


From  this  neutral  and  impartial 
fyftem  of  policy  his  majefty’s  mi- 
miters  were  induced  to  depart  by 
certain  meafures  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  of  which  they  complain¬ 
ed  as  injurious  and  liollile  to  this 
country.  With  what  juftice  thole 
complaints  were  made,  we  are  not 
now  called  upon  to  determine, 
lince  it  cannot  he  pretended,  that 
the  meafures  of  France  were  of 
Inch  a  nature  as  to  preclude  the 
poffibility  ot  adj liftmen t  by  nego¬ 
tiation  ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  deny 
that  the  power  which  lliuts  up 
the  channel  of  accommodation, 
mult  be  tlie  real  ag  g  re  fib  r  in  war. 
To  rejed  negotiation  is  to  deter- 
iiiine  on  lioftilitieS;  and  whatever 
may  have  been  the  nature  of  the 
points  in  queftion  between  us  and 
France,  we  cannot  but  pronounce 
tlie  refulal  of  finch  an  authorized 
comm  unication  with  that  country 
as  might  have  amicably  terminated 
the  diipute,  to  he  the  true  and  im¬ 
mediate  caufe  of  the  rupture  which 
followed. 

Nor  can  we  forbear  to  remark, 
that  the  pretences  under  which 
his  majefty’s  minifters  then  haugh¬ 
tily  refufed  fuch  authorized*  com¬ 
munication,  have  been  lufficiently 
expofed  by  their  own  condud,  in 
fince  fubmitting  to  a  lim’ilar  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  fame  govern¬ 
ment. 

ri  he  mifguided  policy,  which 
thus  rendered  the  war  inevitable, 
appears  to  have  aduated  the  mi¬ 
ni  iters  in  their  determination  to 
continue  it  at  all  hazards.  At 
the  fame  time  we  cannot  but  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  obftinacy  with  which 
they  have  adhered  to  their  defperate 
fyftem,  is  not  more  remarkable 
than  their  verfatility  in  the  pretexts 
upon  which  they  have  juftified  it. 

*  O  At 
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At  one  period  the  ftrength,  at  an¬ 
other  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemy 
have  been  ur^ed  as  motives  for 
continuing  the  war :  the  fuceefl’es, 
as  well  as  the  defeats  of  'the  allies, 
have  contributed  only  to  prolong 
the  conteft  ;  and  hope  and  defpair 
have  equally  lerved  to  involve  us 
ftill  deeper  in  the  horrors  of  war, 
and  to  entail  upon  us  an  endlef’s 
train  of  calamities. 

After  the  original  profefted  ob¬ 
jects  had  been  obtained  by  the 
expulfion  of  the  French  armies 
from  the  territories  of  Holland  and 
the  Aullrian  Netherlands,  we  hud 
his  majelty’s  minifters,  influenced 
cither  by  arrogance  or  by  infa¬ 
tuated  ambition  and  the  vain  hope 
of  conquefts,  which,  if  realized, 
could  never  compenfate  to  the  na¬ 
tion  for  the  blood  and  tieafure  by 
which  they  mud  be  obtained,  re¬ 
ceding,  unheard,  the  overtures  made 
by  the  executive  council  of  France, 
at  a  period  when  the  circtimftances 
were  fo  eminently  favourable  to 
his  majefty  and  his  allies,  that  there 
is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  a 
negotiation,  commenced  at  Inch  a 
juncture,  mult  have  terminated  in 
an  honourable  and  advantageous 
peace :  to  the  profpeds  arifing 
from  filch  an  opportunity,  they 
preferred  a  blind  and  obdinate  per¬ 
severance  in  a  war  which  could 
icarce  have  any  remaining  objed 
but  the  unjuftifiable  purpofe  of  im- 
podng  upon  France  a  government 
difapproved  of  by  the  inhabitants 
of  that  country  ;  and  Inch  was  the 
infatuation  of  thel’e  minifters*.  that, 
far  from  being  able  to  frame  a  wife 
and  comprehendve  fyltem  of  po¬ 
licy,  they  even  rejected  the  few 
advantages  that  belonged  to  their 
own  unfortunate  fclieme.  The  ge¬ 
neral  exiftence  of  a  delign  to  inter- 


pofe  in  the  internal  government  of 
France  was  too  manifeft,  not  to 
roufe  into  active  hoftili-ty  the  na¬ 
tional  zeal  of  that  people  ;  but  their 
particular  projects  were  too  equi¬ 
vocal  to  attract  the  confidence,  or 
procure  the  co-operation  of  thofe. 
Frenchmen  who  were  difaffeded 
to  the  government  of  their  country. 
The  nature  of  thefe  plans  was  too 
clear  not  to  provoke  formidable 
enemies,  but  their  extent  was  too 
ambiguous  to  conciliate  ufeful 


friends. 

We  beg  leave  farther  to  rep  re? 
fent  to  your  majefty,  that  at  l'ub* 
fequent  periods  your  minifters  have 
fullered  the  molt  favourable  op¬ 
portunities  to  efcape  of  obtaining. 


an  honourable  and  advantageous 


pacification.  They  did  not  avail 
themlelves,  as  it  was  their  duty  to 
have  done,  of  the  unbroken  ftrength 
of  the  general  confederacy  which 
had  been  formed  againft  France* 
for  .the  purpofe  of  giving  effed  to 
overtures  for  negotiation.  They 
faw  the  feceftion  of  feveral  power¬ 
ful  ftates  from  that  confederacy, 
they  fuffered  it  to  difiblve  without 
an  effort  for  the  attainment  of  a 
general  pacification.  They  loaded 
their  country  with  the  odium  of 
having  engaged  in  a  combination, 
charged  with  the  moft  queflionabk 
and  unjuftifiablq  views,  without 
availing  themfelves  of  that  combi¬ 
nation,  for  procuring  favourable 
conditions  of  peace.  That,  from 
this  fatal  ncgled,  the  progrefs  of 
hoftilities  has  only  lerved  to-  efta- 
blilli  the  evils  which  might  certain¬ 
ly  have  been  avoided  by  negotia¬ 
tion,  but  which  are  now  confirmed, 
by  the  events  of  the  war.  We 
have  felt  that  the  unjuftifiable  and 
impradicable  attempt  to  eflablifi* 
royalty  in  France  by  force,  ha* 
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only  proved  fatal  to  its  unfortunate 
fupporters.  We  have  feen  with 
regret  the  fubjugation  of  Holland, 
and  the  aggrr  c&difertient  of  the 
French  republic  \  and  we  have  to 
lament  the  alteration  in  the  fate  of 
Europe,  not  only  from  the  fuc cedes 
of  the  French,  but  from  the  formi¬ 
dable  acquifitions  of  forne  of  the 
allied  powers  on  the  fide  of  Poland, 
acquifitions,  alarming  from  their 
magnitude,  but  ftili  more  fo  from 
the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  made,  thus  fatally  learning 
that  the  war  has  tended  alone  to 
eftahlith  the  very  evils,  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  which  it  was  avowedly 
undertaken. 

That  we  now  therefore  approach 
his  majefty,  to  afi’ure  him  that  his 
faithful  commons  heard,  with  the 
lincereft  fatisfadion,  his  majefty ’s 
mod  gracious  meffage  of  the  8  th  of 
December,  wherein  his  majefty  ac- 
quaints  them,  that  the  crifis  which 
was  depending  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  feflion,  had  led 
to  fuch  an  order  of  things,  as  would 
induce  his  majefty  to  meet  any 
difpofttion  to  negotiation  on  the 
part,  of  the  enemy,  with  an  earned 
defire  to  give  it  the  fulleft  and 
fpeedieft  effect,  and  to  conclude  a 
general  treaty  of  peace,  whenever 
it  could  be  effected  on  juft  and 
equitable  terms  for  himfelf  and  his 
allies. 

That  from  this  gracious  com- 
tnunication,  they  were  led  to  hope 
tor  a  fpeedy  termination  to  this 
nioft  difaftrous  conteft ;  but  that, 
tvith  lurprize  and  for  row7,  they  have 
now  reafon  to  apprehend  that  three 
months  were  fullered  to  elapfe  be¬ 
fore  any  fteps  were  taken  towards 
a  negotiation,  or  any  overtures  made 
by  his  majefty ’s  fervants. 

With  equal  furprize  and  concern 


they  have  obferved,  when  a  fair 
and  open  conduct  was  1b  peculiarly 
incumbent  on  his  majefty ?s  mini- 
fters,  conlidering  the  prejudices  and 
fufpicions  which  then*4  previous 
eondud  mult  have  excited  in  the 
minds  of  the  French  ;  that  initead 
of  adopting  that  open  and  manly 
manner  which  became  the  wil'dom, 
the  character,  and  dignity  of  the 
Britifti  nation,  they  had  recourfe  to 
a  ftyle  calculated  rather  to  excite 
fufpiciou,  than  to  infpire  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  enemy.  Every  ex- 
prellion  which  might  be  conftrued 
into  an  acknowledgement  of  the 
French  republic, .  or  even  an  allu- 
fion  to  its  forms,  was  ftudioufly 
avoided  ;  and  the  ininifter,  through 
whom  this  overture  was  made,  was 
in  a  mo  ft  unprecedented  manner 
inllrubled  to  declare  that  he  had 
no  authority  to  enter  into  any 
negotiation  or  difculfion  relative 
to  the  objects  of  the  propofed 
treaty. 

That  it  is  with  pain  we  reflet, 
that  the  alacrity  of  bis  majefty's 
minifters  in  apparently  breaking 
oft’  this  incipient  negotiation,  as 
well  as  the  ftrange  and  unuiual 
manner  in  which  it  was  announc¬ 
ed  to  the  minifters  of  the  various 
powers  of  Europe,  affords  a  very 
unfavourable  comment  on  their 
reluctance  in  entering  upon  it, 
and  is  calculated  to  make  the 
moll  injurious  impreftion  refpect- 
ing  their  fincerity  on  the  people  of 
France. 

On  a  review  of  fo  many  inftan- 
ces  of  grofs  and  flagrant  mifeon** 
duel,  proceeding  from  the  ft  true 
pernicious  principles,  and  direded 
with  incorrigible  obftinacy  to  the 
fame  mifehievous  ends,  w7e  deem 
ourtelves  bound  in  duty7  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  and  to  our  conftituencs,  to 
*Q  2  declare 
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declare  that  we  fee  no  rational- 
hope  of  redeeming  the  affairs  of 
the  kingdom,  but  by  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  a  fyftem  radically  and 
fundamentally  different  from  that 
which  has  produced  our  prefent 
calamities. 

Unlefs  his  majefty’s  mini-iters 
fhall,  from  a  real  conviction  of  paft 
errors,  appear  inclined  to  regulate 
their  conduct  upon  Inch  a  iyftem, ' 
we  can  neither  give  any  credit  to 
the  fmcerity  of  their  profeffions  of 
ii  wiih  for  peace,  nor  repoi’e  any 
confidence  in  them  for  conducting 
a  negotiation  to  a  profperous  iffue. 
Odious  as  they  are  to  an  enemy 
who  with  ff ill  to  believe  them 
fecretly  to  cheriili  thole  unprinci¬ 
pled  and  chimerical  projects  which 
they  have  been  compelled  in  pub¬ 
lic  to  difavow,  contemptible  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe,  from  the  difplay 
of  infincerity  which  has  marked 
their  condud,  our  only  hopes  relt 
on  his  majefty’s  royal  wifdom  and 
unqueftioned  affection  for  his  peo¬ 
ple,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  adopt  maxims  of  policy 
more  fui ted  to  tire  circumftancea 
of  the  times  than  thole  by  which 
his  majefty’s  minifters  appear  to 
have  been  governed,  and  to  direct 
his  fervants  to  take  meafures, 
which,  by  differing  efientially,  as- 
welkin  their,  tendency  as  in  the 
principle  upon  which  they  are 
founded,  from  thofe  which  have 
hitherto  marked  their  condu&y  may 
give  this  country  fome  reasonable 
hope,  at  no  very  diftant  period,  of 
.the  eftabliihment  of  a  peace  luitable 
to  the  intereits  of  Great  Britain, 
and  likely  to  preferve  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
majority  of  216  to  42. 


EGISTEK,  1796." 

P  rot  eft  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  againf 
the  Add  ref  of  the  Hovfeof  l.ords 
to  the  Throne  on  His  Majcfly’s 
Speech  announcing  the  opening  of 
a  Negotiation  for  Peace  with  the 
French  Republic . 

Diffentient, 

iff.  BECAUSE,  by  this  addrefs, 
amended  as  it  hands,  the  fan&ion 
of  the  lords  is  given  to  a  feries  of 
meafures,  as  ill  judged,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  their  object,  as  they  are 
derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  his 
maj  city’s  crown,  and  from  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  this  kingdom.  The  reite¬ 
ration  of  felicitations  for  peace  to  a 
fpecies  of  power,  with  whole  very 
exiftence  all  fair  and  equitable  ac¬ 
commodation  is  incompatible,  can 
have  no  other  effect  than  that 
which  it  is  notorious  all  our  foli- 
citations  have  hitherto  had.  They 
muft  increafe  the  arrogance  and 
ferocity  of  the  common  enemy  of 
all  nations;  they  muft  fortify  the 
credit,  and  fix  the  authority  of  ar* 
odious  government  over  an  enfluved 
people  ;  they  muft  impair  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  all  other  powers  in  the 
magnanimity,  conffancy,  and  fide¬ 
lity  of  the  Britiih  counlels;  and  it 
it  much  to  be  apprehended  it  will 
inevitably  tend  to  break  the  fpring. 
of  that  energy,  and  to  lower  that 
fpirit  which  has  character! fed  in 
former  times  this  high-minded  na¬ 
tion,  and  which,  far  from  finking 
under  misfortune,  has  even  rifen 
with  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
in  which  our  country  has  been 
involved. 

2d.  Becaufe  no  peace,  fuch  as 
may  be  capable  of  recruiting  the 
ftrength,  ceconomizing  the  means, 
augmenting  the  refources,  and  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  lafety  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  its  iufeparable  conrac- 
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dons  find  dependencies,  can  be 
had  with  the  ufurped  power  now 
exercifing  authority  in  France, 
conlidermg  the  description,  the 
character,  and  the  condnd,  of 
th'ofe  who  eorqpofe  that  govern¬ 
ment;  the  methods  by  which  they 
have  obtained  their  power,  the  po¬ 
licy  by  which  they  hold  it,  and  the 
maxims  they  have  adopted,  openly 
profeffed,  and  uniformly  acted  on, 
towards  the  deftrudlion  of  all  go¬ 
vernments  not  formed  on  their 
model  and  fubfervient  to  their 
domination. 

3d.  Becaufe  the  idea  that  this 
kingdom  is  competent  to  defend 
i  tie  If,  its  laws,  liberties,  and  reli¬ 
gion,  under  the  general  fubj liga¬ 
tion  of  all  Europe,  is  prefumptuous 
in  the  extreme,  contradictory  to 
the  fuppofed  motives  for  our  pre- 
fent  eager  felicitations  for  peace, 
and  is  certainly  contrary  to  the 
Handing  policy  both  of  ftate  and 
commerce,  by  which  Great  Britain 
has  hitherto  flourifhed. 

4th.  Becaufe,  while  the  common 
enemy  exercifes  his  power  over 
the  feveral  ftates  of  Europe  in 
the  way  we  have  feen,  it  is,  im- 
pofiible  long  to  preferve  our  trade, 
or,  what  cannot  exift  without  it, 
our  naval  power.  This  hoflile  fyftem 
feizes  on  the  keys  of  the  dominions 
of  thefe  powers,  without  any  con¬ 
federation  of  their  friendship,  their 
enmity,  or  their  neutrality ;  pre- 
fcribes  laws  to  them  as  to  con¬ 
quered  provinces  ;  mulcts  and  fines 
them  at  pleal’ure  ;  forces  them, 
without  'any  particular  quarrel, 
into  direct  hofiility  with  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  expels  us  from  fuch  ports 
and  markets  as  fhe  thinks  fit ;  in- 
fomuch  that  (Europe  remaining 
under  its  prefent  flavery)  there  is 
jio  harbour  which  we  can  eater 
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without  her  permifflon,  either  in  a 
commercial  or  a  naval  character. 
This  general  interdict  cannot  be 
begged  off;  we  muft  refill  it  by  our 
power,  or  we  are  already  in  a  flute 
of  vail al age. 

5th.  Becaufe,  whilft  this  ufurped 
power  fhall  continue  thus  conlii- 
tuted,  and  thus  dilpofed,  no  fe- 
curity  whatever  can  be  hoped  for 
in  our  colonies  and  plantations, 
thofe  invaluable  fources  of  our  na¬ 
tional  wealth  and  our  naval  power. 
This  war  has  fhewn  that  the  power 
prevalent  in  France,  by  intention¬ 
ally  diforgariizing  the  plantation 
fyl’tem  (which  France  had  in  com¬ 
mon  with  all  other  European  na¬ 
tions),  and  by  inverting  the  order 
and  relations  therein  eftablifhed, 
has  been  able  with  a  naval  force, 
altogether  contemptible,  and  with 
very  inconliderable  fuccours  from 
Europe,  to  baffle  in  a  great  mealure 
the  mofl  powerful  armament  ever 
fent  from  this  country  into  the  Weil 
Indies,  and  at  an  expence  hitherto 
unparalleled,  and  has,  by  the  force 
of  example,  and  by  the  effects  of 
her  machinations,  produced,'  at 
little  or  no  expence  to  herfelf, 
either  of  blood  or  treafure,  uni- 
verfal  defolation  and  ruin,  by  the 
general  deftruCtion  of  every  thing 
valuable  and  neceffary  for  cultiva¬ 
tion,  throughout  feveral  of  our 
iflands,  lately  among  the  moil 
flourifhing  and  produ&ive.  The  new 
fyflem,  by  which  ihefe  things  have 
been  effected,  leaves  our  colonies 
equally  endangered  in  peace  as  in 
war.  It  is  therefore  with  this 
general  fyllem  (of  which  the  Well 
India  lcheme  is  but  a  ramification) 
that  all  ancient  eflablifhments  are 
effentialiy  at  war  for  the  fake  of 
felf-prefervation. 

6th.  Becaufe  it  has  been  de- 
#0  3  dared 
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elated  from  the  throne,  and  in  ef- 
feet  the  principle  has  been  adopted 
by  Parliament,  that  there  was  no 
way  likely  to  obtain  a  peace,  com¬ 
monly  fafe  and  honourable,  but 
through  the  ancient  and  legitimate 
government  long  eftabldhed  in 
Franca.  That  government  in  its 
lawful  fucceffion  has  been  folemniy 
recognized,  and  abidance  and  pro¬ 
tection  as  folemniy  promifed  to 
thofe  Frenchmen  who  ihould  exert 
themfelves  in  its  reiteration.  The 
political  principle  upon  which  this 
recognition  was  made  is  very  far 
from  being  weakened  by  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  newly-invented  govern¬ 
ment.  Nor  are  our  obligations  of 
good  faith,  pledged  on  fuch  ftrong 
motives  of  policy  to  thofe  who  have 
been  found  in  their  allegiance  dif- 
folved,  nor  can  they  be  fo,  until 
fairly  directed  efforts  have  been 
made  to  fecure  tl  is  gree  t  funda¬ 
mental  point.  None  have  yet  been 
employed  with  the  imalleft  degree 
of  vigour  ,and  peileverance. 

7th,  Recaufe  the  example  of  the 
great  change  made  by  the  ului  pa- 
tion  in  the  moral  and  political 
world  (more  dangerous  than  all  her 
conquefts)  ds  by  the  prefent  proce¬ 
dure  confirmed  in  all  its  force.  It 
is  the  firft  fucceisful  example  fur- 
id  flu  d  by  hiffory  of  the  fubverlion 
of  the  antient  government  of  a 
great  country,  and  of  all  its  laws, 
orders,  and  religion,  by  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  mercenary  armies,  and 
by  the  feduction  of  a  multitude 
bribed  bv  confiication  to  fedition, 
in  defiance  of  the  ienf’e,  and  to  the 
entire  deftrudion  of  almoft  the 
whole  proprietary  body  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  lTie  fatal  efleds  of  this 
example  muft  be  felt  in  every 
country.  New  means,  new  arms, 
uew  pretexts,  are  furniflied  to  an> 
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bition  ;  and  new  perfons  are  intoxi¬ 
cated  with  that  poifon. 

8th.  Becaufe  our  eagernefs  in 
for  peace  may  induce  the 
perlpns  exercifing  power  in  France 
erroneoufly  to  believe,  that  we  ad 
from  neceffity,  and  are  unable  to 
continue  the  war ;  a  perfuafiou 
which,  in  the  event  of  an  adual 
peace,  will  operate  as  a  temptation 
to  them  to  renew  that  conduct 
which  brought  on  the  prefent  war, 
neither  fhall  we  have  any  of  the 
ufual  fecurities  in  peace.  In  their 
treaties  they  do  not  acknowledge 
the  obligation  of  that  law,  which 
for  ages  has  been  common  to  all 
Europe.  They  have  not  the  fame 
fentiments  nor  the  fame  ideas  of 
their  interefl  in  the  confervation 
of  peace,  which  have  hitherto  in¬ 
fluenced  all  regular  governments  ; 
they  do  not  in  the  fame  manner 
feel  public  d  iff  refs,  or  the  private 
mifery  of  their  fubjeds;  they  will 
not  find  the  latne  difficulty  on  the 
commencement  of  a  new  war  to 
call  their  whole  force  into  fudden 
adion,  where,  by  the  law,  every 
citizen  is  a  foldier,  and  the  perfon 
and  properties  of  all  are  liable  at 
once  to  arbitrary  requifitions.  On 
the  other  hand,  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  llievv  in  what  man¬ 
ner,  whether  by  alliances,  by  force, 
military  or  naval,  or  by  the  im¬ 
provement  and  augmentation  of 
our  finances,  we  fhall  be  better  able 
to  refill  their  hoftile  attempts,  after 
the  peace,  than  at  the  prefent  hour. 
If  we  remain  armed,  we  cannot 
reap  the  ordinary  advantage  of 
peace  in  ceconomy  ;  if  we  dilarm, 
we  fhall  be  fubjed  to  be  driven  into 
a  new  war,  under  every  circumflance 
of  difadvantage,  imlsfs  we  now  pre¬ 
pare  ourfelves  to  fuffer  with  patience 
smd  fubmilflou  whatever  inlults, 
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indignities,  and  injuries,  we  may 
receive  from  that  infolent,  domi¬ 
neering,  and  unjuft  power. 

pth.  Becaufe  the  inability  of 
humbling  ourfelves  again  to  l’olicit 
peace,  in  a  manner,  whiehNs  a  re¬ 
cognition  of  the  French  republic, 
contrary  to  all  the  principles  of 
war,  the  danger  of  peace  if  ob¬ 
tained,  the  improbability  of  its 
duration,  and  the  perfeverance  of 
the  enemy  throughout  the  interval 
of  peace  in  their  milch ievous  fyf- 
tem,  is  not  conjecture,  but  cer¬ 
tainty.  It  has  been  avowed  by  the 
actual  governors  of  France,  at  the 
very  moment  when  they  had  before 
them  our  application  for  a  pafiport. 
They  chofe  that  moment  for  pub- 
iilhing  a  ltate  paper,  breathing  the 
1110ft  hoirile  mind.  In  it  they  lti- 
niulate  and  goad  us  by  language  the 
molt  opprobrious  and  offenfive.  They 
frankly  tell  us,  that  it  is  not  our 
intereft  to  delire  peace,  for  that 
they  regard  peace  only  as  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  preparing  frefh  means 
for  the  annihilation  of  our  naval 
power.  By  making  peace  they  do 
not  conceal  that  it  will  be  their 
obj eel — u  to  wreft  from  us  our  ma- 
44  ritime  preponderant^ ;  to  re-erta- 
44  blifh  what  they  invidioufly  call 
44  the  freedom  of  the  feas  ;  to  give 
44  a  new  impulfe  to  the  Spanifh, 
41  Dutch,  and  French  marines;  and 
“  to  carry  to  the  higheft  degree  of 
u  prolperity  the  induftry  and  com- 
merce  of  thole  nations,"  which 
they  ftate  to  be  our  rivals,  which 
they  charge  us  with  “  unjuftiy 
■“  attacking,  when  we  can  no  longer 
44  dupe,"  and  which  they  throughout 
contemplate  as  their  own  depen¬ 
dencies,  united  in  arms,  and  fur- 
mlbing  refourccs  for  our  future 
humiliation  and  deftru£tion.  They 
yefort  to  that  well  known  and 


ATERS.  •  #199 

conftant  allulion  of  their’s  to  an¬ 
cient  hillorv,  by  which,  reprefenting 
“  France  as  modern  Rome,  and  En- 
“  gland  as  modern  Carthage,"  they 
accul'e  us  of  national  perfidy,  and 
hold  England  up,  as  an  object  to  be 
blotted  out  from  the  face  of  the 
earth.  They  fallely  aftert  that  the 
Englifh  nation  fupports  with  impa¬ 
tience  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
and  has  extorted  all  his  Majefty’s 
overtures  for  peace,  “  by  complaints 
“  and  reproaches  and,  above  all, 
not  only  in  that  paffage,  but 
throughout  their  official  note,  they 
drew  the  molt  marked  adherence 
to  that  infidious  and  intolerable 
policy  of  their  fyftem,  by  which 
they,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution,  fought  to  trouble  and 
fubvert  all  the  governments  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  They  ftudioully  disjoin  the 
Englifh  nation  from  its  fovereign. 

loth.  Becaufe,  having  a<fted 
throughout  the  courfe  of  this  aw¬ 
ful  and  momentous  crifis  upon  the 
principles  herein  exprefted,  and 
after  having  on  the  prefent  occafion; 
not  only  fully  reconlidered,  and 
jealoufly  examined  their  found  net? 
and  validity,  but  gravely  attended 
to,  and  fcrupuloufly  weighed  the 
merits  of  all  thofe  arguments  which 
have  been  offered  to  induce  a 
dereliction  of  them,  confcientioufly 
adhering  to,  and  firmly  abiding  by 
them,  1  thus  folemnly  record 
them,  in  juftification  of  my  own 
condu6f,  and  in  difeharge  of  the 
duty  I  owe  to  my  king,  my  coun¬ 
try,  and  general  interefts  of  civil 

focietv. 
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Order  oj  Council  of  the  3 d  September „ 

AT  the  Court  at  Weymouth,  tfco 
3d  of  September  1796,  prefenc  tho 
’O4  kipg’i 
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king’s  moll  excellent  majefty  in 
council. 

Whereas  an  aft  paffed  in  the 
tllirty-third -year  of  his  majefty’s 
reign,  intituled,  “  An  aft  more  ef¬ 
fectually  to  prevent,  during  the 
prefent  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  all  traitorous  corre- 
fpondence  with,  or  aid  or  alii  ft- 
ance  being  given  to  his  majefty’s 
enemies  and  another  aft  palled 
in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  his 
majefty ’s  reign,  intituled,  “  An  aft 
for  preventing  money  or  effects,  in 
the  hands  of  his  majefty’s  fuhjefts 
belonging  to  or  difpofable  by  per- 
fons  refident  in  France,  being  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  ufe  of  the  perfons  exer- 
ciling  the  powers  of  government  in 
France,  and  for  preferving  the  pro¬ 
perty  thereof  for  the  benefit  of  the 
individual  owners  thereof.” 

And  whereas  another  aft,  paffed 
in  the  thirty-fourth  year  aforefaid, 
intituled,  An  aft  for  more  effec¬ 
tually  preferving  money  and  efiefts, 
in  the  hands  of  his  majefty’s  fub- 
jects,  belonging  to  or  difpofable  by 
perfons  refident  in  France,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  individual  owners 
thereof/* 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that 
fuch  licence  and  authority  ftiould 
be  granted  as  is  hereinafter  given 
and  granted ;  his  majefty,  taking 
the  fame  into  his  royal  confidera- 
tion,  is  pleafed,  by  and  with  the 
advice  oji  his  privy  council,  by 
this  order  to  grant,  and  accordingly, 
with  fuch  a'dvice,  by  this  order, 
doth  grant  licence,  according  to 
the  authority  given  by  the  faid 
a6ts  refpeftively,  or  fome  of  them, 
to  all  perfons  reffding  or  being  in 
Great  Britain,  either  on  their  own 
account  or  credit,  or  on  the  ac¬ 
count  or  credit,  or  by  the  direftion 
of  any  other  perfon  or  perfons 
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whomfoevcr,  or  wherefoever  rein 
dent  or  being,  to  fell,  fupply,  de¬ 
liver,  or  fend  for  the  pur  pole  of 
being  fold,  fupplied,  or  delivered,1 
and  to  agree  to  fell,  fupply^,  deli¬ 
ver,  or  lend  for  fuch  purpoie  and 
either  on  their  own  account  or 
credit,  or  on  the  account  or  credit, 
or  by  the  direftion  of  any  other 
perfon  or  perfons  whomfoever  and 
wherefoever  refident  or  being,  to. 
caufe  or  procure  tube  fold,  fupplied, 
delivered,  or  fent  for  fuch  pur- 
pofe  as  aforefaid,  oy  to  authorize 
or  direft  any  oth£r  perfon  or  perfons 
whomfoever,  or  wherefoever  refi¬ 
dent  or  being,  to  fell,  fupply,  deli¬ 
ver,  or  fend  as  aforefaid  ;  or  to  aid 
or  aftift  in  fo  felling,  fupply ing,  deli¬ 
vering,  or  authonfing  or  directing  to 
be  fold,  fupplied,  delivered  or  lent; 
and  alfo  to  buy  or  procure,  or  con¬ 
tract  or  agree  to  contraft  or  procure* 
or  caufe  to  be  bought  or  procured, 
or  authorife  or  direft  any  other 
perfon  or  perfons  whomfoever,  or 
wherefoever  refident  or  being,  to 
buy  or  procure,  or  to  contraft  or 
agree  to  buy  or  procure,  or  to  aid 
or  affill  in  buying  or  procuring,  or 
authorifing  or  direfting  to  be  bouglfo 
or  procured,  any  goods,  wares,  mer¬ 
chandizes,  or  eft’efts  mentioned  m 
the  faid  afts,  or  any  other  goods, 
wares,  merchandizes,  or  effects, 
(except  fuch  as  are  hereinafter  men¬ 
tioned)  whether  of  the  growth, 
production  or  manufacture  of  this 
kingdom,  or  of  any  foreign  coun¬ 
try,  to  or  for  the  ufe  of  any  perfons 
redding  in  the  territories  of  the 
United  Provinces,  or  in  the  Au- 
ftrian  Netherlands,  or  in  any  part 
of  Itahr,  or  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
fent  into  any  part  or  place  within 
the  fame  relpeftivlely. 

Provided  nevertiielefs,  that  all 
fuch  goods,  wares,  merchandizes, 

and 
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end  effects,  be  exported  from  this 
kingdom,  and  in  (hips  or  veffels  be¬ 
longing  to  perfons  of  fome  Rate  or 
country  in  amity  With  his  majefty, 
and  that  Inch  exportation  be  made 
under  the  ufual  conditions  and  regu¬ 
lations  ;  and  that  fuch  fecurity  be 
given  by  bond,  in  fiieh  penalty,  by 
fuch  perfons,  and  in  -  1'uch  manner,  as 
ihall  be  di reded  by  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  his  majefty ’s  cuftoms,  and  that 
the  laid  goods,  wares,  merchandizes, 
and  effects  (hail  be  exported  to  the 
places  propos'd,  and  to  none  other; 
and  that  a  certificate  ihall  be  pro¬ 
duced,  within  (ix  months  from  tha 
date  of  the  bond,  under  the  hand  of 
the  Bntiih  coulul  or  vice-conlul 
reading  at  the  port  or  place  at 
which  fuch  goods  or  commodities 
hall  be  landed  ;  and  if  no  vice-con- 
ul  Ihall  be  there  relident,  then  under 
he  hands  of  two  known  Britiih  mer¬ 
chants  rending  there ;  and  if  no 
h'itilh  merchant  ihall  refide  there, 
hen  under  the  hand  of  the  chief 
nagiftrate  of  the  place,  teilifying 
bat  the  faid  goods  have  been  all 
uly  landed  at  that  port  or  place. 

Provided  alfo,  that  nothing  herein- 
efore  contained  Ihall  be  conilrued 
J  licenle  the  exportation,  fale,  lend- 
lg,  fupplying,  or  delivering  of,  or 
i  any  manner  to  relate  to  any  arms, 
rdnance,  ordnance  (lores,  gunpow- 
er,  bullets,  pitch,  tar,  hemp,  malls, 
mber,  fail-cloth,  cordage,  falt-petre, 
r  any  naval  or  military  llores 
’hatfoever,  nor  to  relate  to  any 
ore  or  article  whatloever,  intended 
>r  the  ufe  of  the  armies,  troops, 
eets,  blips,  or  veffels  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  ol  his  majefty  ;  or  any  articles 
hich  are  fpecially  prohibited  by 
\v  other  ad  or  ads  of  parlia- 
ent,  other  than  the  ads  before 
entioned,  to  be  exported,  fold, 
Pplied,  or  delivered,  as  aforefqiq  ; 
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or  in  any  manner  to  affed  the  pro- 
vifions  of  any  other  ad  or  ads  of 
parliament ;  or  to  licenfe  or  autho¬ 
rize  the  feveral  ads,  matters,  and 
things  aforefaid,  further  or -other- 
wife  than  as  the  fame  might  be 
affeded  by  the  feveral  before-men¬ 
tioned  ads  of  parliament. 

Provided  alio,  that  every  perfon 
who  ihall  take  the  benefit  of  this 
licence  and  authority,  Ihall  take  the 
fame  upon  condition,  that  if  in  cafe 
of  any  proceeding,  civil  or  criminal, 
under  the  proviiions  of  any  of  the 
ads  hereinbefore  mentioned,  or  any 
thing  alledged  to  have  been  done 
contrary  thereto,  any  queffion  ihall 
ariie  whether  the  thing  done  was 
authorized  by  the  licence  hereby 
given,  the  proof  that  fuch  thing  was 
done  under  the  circumflances,  and 
according  to  the  terms  and  condi¬ 
tions  of  this  order,  ihall  lie  on  the 
perfons  claiming  the  benefit  hereof. 

And  his  majefty,  with  the  advice 
aforefaid,  is  hereby  further  pleafed 
to  order,  that  this  licence  and  order 
ihall  remain  and  be  in  force  and 
effed  until  the  25th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  next  enfuing,  unlefs  the  fame 
ihall  be  l’ooner  revoked. 

And  the  right  honourable  the 
lords  eommiffioners  of  his  majefty  3 
treafury,  and  the  lords  commiffioners 
of  the  admiralty,  are  to  give  the 
neceffary  directions  herein  to  them 
refped  i vely  ap  p ertai n  i n g. 

(Signed)  W.  Fawkener. 


Order  of  Council  relative  to  Trade  to 
and  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
At  the  Court  at  St.  James’s,  the 
28th  of  December,  1796,  prefent 
the  King’s  Moil  Excellent  Ma¬ 
jefty  in  Council. 

-  \A  HERE  AS  bv  an  ad  puffed  in 
the  prefent  1’eiiion  qf  parliament,  in¬ 
tituled, 
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tituled,  u  An  ad  to  authorize  his  into  the  ports  of  the  faid  fettlemen* 
majefty,  fora  limited  time,  to  make  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  oi 
regulations  reipeding  the  trade  and  the  territories  and  dependencies 
commerce  to  and  from  the  Cape  of  thereof,  and  to  carry  on  trad* 
Good  Hope/’  it  is  enabled,  that  it  and  traffic  with  the  -inhabitants  ol 
lhali  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  ma-  the  faid  fettlement,  and  of  th« 
jelly,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  territories  and  dependencies  thereof, 
privy  council,  by  any  order  or  orders  and  to  import  and  export  to  and 
to  tie  illiied  from  time  to  time,  to  give  from  the  ports  of  the  fettle  men! 
inch  directions,  and  make  Inch  and  of  the  territories  and  depen. 
regulations,  touching  the  trade  and  dencies  thereof,  any  goods,  wares, 
commerce  to  and  from  the  fettle-  or  merebandife  wbatfoever,  fubjecl 
jsaent  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  the  following  exceptions,  and 
and  the  territories  and  dependencies  fubject  alfo  to  fuch  duties,  rules,, 
thereof,  as  to  his  majefty  in  council  regulations,  and  reftriCtions,  as  lhali 
fka.ll  appear  molt  expedient  and  be  ellablilhed  by  his  majefty,  or  hi 
falutary,  any  of  the  ads  of  parlia-  the  governor  of  the  laid  fettlement,, 
ment  therein  referred  to,  or  any  and  of  the  territories  and  dependent 
wfage,  law  or  cuftom,  to  the  con-  cies  thereof,  by  virtue  of  authority 
irary  notwithftanding.  derived  from  his  majefty  ;  and  it) 

And  whereas  during  the  time  the  the  mean  time  fubject  to  fuch  duties, 
faid  fettlement,  with  the  territories  rules,  regulations  and  reftridions,  a* 
and  dependencies  thereof,  were  in  fublifted  and  were  in  force  befori 
the  poll 'ell  ion  and  under  the  govern-  and  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft  o 
ment  of  the  ftaies-general  of  the  the  faid  fettlement  by  the  arms  o 
United  Provinces,  or  of  the  honour-  his  majefty,  with  fuch  alteration! 
able  the  general  Eaft  India  com-  as  have  been  fince  made  under  tin 
pany  in  the  Netherlands,  it  was  authority  of  the  commander  in  chie 
u Inal  to  admit  the  fhips  and  veffels  of  his  majefty’s  forces  at  the  fait 
"belonging  to  the  fubjeCts  of  coun-  fettlement:  but  it  is  his  majefty’. 
tries  m  amity  with  laid  United  Pro-  pleafure,  that  no  goods,  wares,  0 
vinees  into  the  ports  of  the  faid  merchandile,  which  lhali  be  im 
Settlement,  and  of  the  territories  ported  into  the  faid  lettlemen^ 
and  dependencies  thereof,  for  repair  or  the  territories  or  dependence 
and  refrelhment,  and  with  that  view,  thereof,  from  any  part  of  his  ma 
to  permit  the  laid  fhips  and  veliels  jefty’s  dominions,  lhali  be  fubjeCt  t 
to  carry  on  trade  with  the  inhabit-  any  duty. 

ants  of  the  faid  fettlement,  and  of  And  it  is  his  majefty ’s  pleafure 
the  territories  and  dependencies  that  no  goods,  wares,  and  mei 
thereof:  his  majefty  is  hereby  chandife,  the  growth,  produce,  o 
p leafed  to  order,  by  and  with  the  manufacture  of  the  countries  to  th 
advice  of  his  privy  council,  in  pur-  e  alt  ward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
iuance  of  the  powers  veiled  in  liis  be  imported  into  the  faid  fettle 
majefty  by  the  above  recited  aCt,  ment,  or  the  territories  or  deper 
and  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  it  lhali  dencies  thereof,  except  by  the  Unite! 
be  lawful,  until  further  order,  for  all  Company  of  merchants  trading  t 
fhips  and  veffels  belonging  to  the  the  Eaft:  Indies;  and  that  no  luc s 
fubjeCts  of  any  country  or  Hate  in  goods,  wares,  or  merchandife,  bjj 
amity  with  his  majefty,  to  enter  permitted  to  be  exported  froi 
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whence,  except  for  fea  ftores  only, 
>r  by  the  United  Company  of  mer¬ 
chants  of  England  trading  to  the 
hall  Indies,  or  by  their  licence. 

But  it  is  his  majefty’s  pledfure, 
hat  nothing  in  this  order  contained 
hall  extend  to  prevent  (hips  or 
refl'els  employed  in  the  fouthern 
vhale  fifhery  from  carrying  on  the 
lame,  in  Inch  and  the  fame  manner 
is  might  have  been  done  if  this 
jrder  had  not  been  made. 

And  it  is  alfo  his  majefty’s  plea* 
fure,  that  no  arms  or  artillery,  gun¬ 
powder  or  ammunition,  of  any  fort, 
be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  the 
Aid  fettlement,  or  the  territories  or 
dependencies  thereof,  except  by  the 
Aid  United  Company  of  merchants 
if  England  trading  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  or  by  licence  from  his  ma- 
jefty. 

And  it  is  his  majefty’s  further 
pleafure,  that  the  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  to  and  fiom  the  faid  fettle- 
Liient,  and  the  territories  and  de¬ 
pendencies  thereof,  fhull  be  fubjetft 
to  iuch  of  the  laws  of  trade  and 
navigation  as  would  have  atfe&ed 
the  fame  if  this  order  had  not  been 
made,  except  fo  far  as  fuch  laws 
are  contrary  to  this  prefen t  order. 

And  the  right  honourable  the 
lords  commiffioners  of  his  majefty’s 
treafury,  and  the  lords  commilYion- 
ers  of  the  admiralty  are  to  give  the 
neeefl'ary  directions  herein  as  to 
them  may  refpe&ively  appertain. 

Stephen  Cottrell. 


Anfwer  of  the  Britijh  Government  to 
the  Spanijh  Declaration  of  War, 

THE  open  aggrelhons  of  Spain, 
the  violences  committed  againft  the 
perfons  and  property  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fubje&s,  and  the  unprovoked 
declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  that 


power,  have  at  length  compelled 
his  majefty  to  take  the  neceflarymea- 
fures  for  repelling  force  by  forces 
and  for  vindicating  the  dignity  of 
his  crown,  and  the  rights  and  in- 
tcrefts  of  his  people. 

.At  the  moment  of  adopting  thefe, 
me.ifures,  Ins  majefty  feels  it  due  to 
himielf  to  remove  every  doubt 
which  can  be  thrown  on  the  indis¬ 
putable  juftice  of  his  caufe. ;  and  it 
will  be  ealily  proved,  from  the  very 
reafo.ts  adduced  by  the  court  of 
Madrid  in  fupport  of  its  declaration 
of  war,  that  all  the  calamities  which, 
may  enfue  are  folely  to  be  attributed 
to  the  conduct  of  his  enemies. 

A  fimple  reference  to  that  decla¬ 
ration,  and  a  bare  enumeration  of 
the  vague  and  frivolous  charges 
which  it  contains,  would  indeed  be 
fufficient  to  fatisty  all  reafonable 
and  impartial  minds  that  no  part 
of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  to¬ 
wards  Spain  has  afforded  the  fmalletc 
ground  of  complaint,  much  lefs  any 
motive  f efficiently  powerful  for  add¬ 
ing  to  the  prefent  calamities  o 1 
Europe  all  the  evils  of  a  new  and 
complicated  war. 

The  only  difficulty  of  a  detailed 
reply  ariles  not  from  the  ltrength 
and  importance  of  the  complaints 
alleged,  but  from  their  weaknefs  and 
futility — from  the  confuted  and  un¬ 
intelligible  fhape  in  which  they  are 
brought  forward,  and  from  the  im- 
polTi bility  of  referring  them  to  any 
eftablifhed  principle  or  rule  of  juftice, 
to  any  ufual  form  or  topic  of  com¬ 
plaint  between  independent  govern¬ 
ments,  or  to  any  of  thole  mo¬ 
tives  which  can  alone  create  the 
painful  duty  of  an  appeal  to  arms. 

The  acts  of  lioftility  attributed  te 
his  majefty  in  the  manifefto  of 
Spain,  confift  either  of  matters  per- 
fe6tly  innocent  and  indifferent  im 
their  nature,  or  of  imputed  opinions 

and 
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.snd  intentions  of  which  no  proof  is 
adduced,  nor  any  effect  alleged  ;  or, 
Jaftly,  of  complaints  of  the  mifcon- 
dttiT  of  unauthorized  individuals ; 
ref  peeling  all  which  his  majefty  has 
never  failed  to  inftitute  inquiry, 
where  inquiry  was  neceffary,  and  to 
caufe  juftice  to  be  done  in  the  re¬ 
gular  courfe  of  judicial  proceedings. 
The  very  nature  of  Inch  complaints 
affords  afufficient  anl'wer  to  the  con- 
clufion  attempted  to  be  drawn  from 
them  by  Spain;  and  his  majeily 
might  have  been  well  j-uftified  in 
declining  all  further  diicuffion  on 
points;  on  which  it  was  manifelt 
that  no  juft  motive  of  hofcility  could 
he  grounded. 

Such,  however,  was  not  his  con- 
du£L  Anxious  to  avert  from  both 
kingdoms  the  calamities  of  war,  he 
iias.  repeatedly  and  vainly  propofed 
t  to  adjuff,  by  friendly  difcuffioq,  all 
points  of  difference  which  could  fub- 
fftt  between  the  governments,  of  two 
nations  whole  real  interefts  were  the 
fame,  and  who  had  an  equal  con¬ 
cern  in  opposing  the  progrefs  of  a 
common  enemy. 

This  diicuffion  having  always 
been  ftudioidly  avoided  by  the  court 
of  Madrid,  it  now  remains  only  for 
hrsmajefty  to  vindicate  in  this  pub¬ 
lic  manner  his  own  caufe,  and  to 
prove  the  futility  of  thofe  pretences 
by  which  that  court  now  feeks  to 
colour  its  aggreffion. 

The  firft  point  brought  forward  to 
fwpport  an  accufation  of  ill  faith  is 
the  conduct  of  the  king’s  admiral 
at  Toulon :  who  is  charged  with 
having  destroyed  thofe  flops  and 
uaval  (lores  of  the  enemy  which  he 
could  not  carry  away  with  him : 
and  with  having  afterwards  under¬ 
taken  an  expedition  to  Corfica, 
wi-bout  the  knowledge  or  partici¬ 
pation  of  the  Span ilii  admiral.  To 


an  accufation  of  fuch  a  natujj 
alleged  as  a  ground  of  war  betwej 
two  great  nations,. it  can  hardly, 
expected  that  a  ferious  anfw 
fliould  be  given,  It  is  perhaps  t 
firil  time  that  it  has  been  imput 
as  a  crime  to  one  of  the  command 
ing  officers  of  two  powers  aiding  1 
alliance,  and  making  a  comui>] 
caufe  in  w7ar,  that  he  did  more  th; 
his  proportion  of  mifchief  to  til 
common  enemy.  And  if  it  be  real 
true  that  fuch  a  lentiment  was  e 
tertained  at  Madrid,  certainly  n 
other  j unification  can  be  neceffa: 


for  not  inviting  the  officers  of  th 


court  to  join  in  liibfequent  exp 
ditions  again  ft  the  fame  enemy  : 
all  events  it  cannot  be  pretend* 
that  a  co-operation  between  tv 
allies  (however  cordial  and  fincer 
in  any  one  particular  enterpriz 
could  afterwards  reltrain  either 
them  from  undertaking  feparate 
any  other,  to  which  his  own  fori 
appeared  in  itfelf  to  be  adequate. 

The  fecond  inllance  of  ill-fail 
attributed  to  his  inajel'ty  is  the  coi 
ciufion  of  a  treaty  of  amity  ai 
commerce  with  the  United  Staff 
of  America;  a  power  with  wlioi 
both  Great  Britain  and  Spain  wci 
at  peace  ;  with  whom  the  king,  f 
well  as  his  catholic  majefty,  m 
perfectly  free  to  contrail  any  fuc 
engagement ;  and  with  whom  th 
court  of  Madrid  has  actually  coi 
eluded  a  fnnilar  treaty,  with  th: 
difference  only,  that  the  ftipulatioi: 
of  the  Britifh  treaty  can  give  n 


ground  of  offence  or  injury  to  an 


other  power,  while  the  Spanil 
treaty  contains  an  article  (that  rd 
fpeiding  the  navigation  of  the  Mill 
fiffippi)  which,  if  it  could  have  an 
force  or  effeid  at  all,  would  be,  o 
the  part  of  Spain,  a  direct  breac 
of  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and 
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•ofs  violation  of  the  important  and 
iqueftionable  rights  of  his  majefty 
id  his  people. 

The  fame  ill-faith  is  faid  to  have 
?en  manifefted  in  the  unwilling- 
ds  Oiewn  by  the  Britifli  govern- 
cnt  to  adopt  the  plans  propolbd 
y  Spain  for  haftening  the  cen- 
ufion  of  the  war  with  France,  (Tut 
hat  thefe  plans  were,  it  is  not 
ited,)  and  alfo  in  omitting  to  com- 
y  with  an  application  made  by 
pain  for  pecuniary  fuccourn,  as 
iceffary  to  enable  her  to  a£t  againft 
ie  common  enemy.  The  failure 
\  fuch  an  application  cannot  cer- 
linly  be  matter  of  fur  prize  to  any 
ne  who  confiders  the  lituation  and 
unduri  of  Spain  during  the  Avar.  It 
fin  hardly  be.  alleged,  even  as  an 
vcufe  for  the  precipitate  peace  con- 
fiided  by  Spain,  not  only  without 
ie  knowledge  of  her  allies,  but  in 
mtradiction  to  repeated  and  pofi- 
ve  atfurances  ;  but  it  is  difficult  to 
mceive  flow  l'uch  a  refufal  can  be 
lade  the  ground  of  hoftility  towards 
reat  Britain,  or  with  what  con- 
(lency  the  inability  of  Spain  to 
rolecutertlie  former  conteft  without 
quinary  aid  from  its  ally,  can 
ave  become  a  motive  of  engaging 
atuitoully  in  all  the  expences  and 
faculties  of  a  new  war  again  ft  that 
ery  power. 

With  regard  to  the  condemnation 
•  the  St.  Jago  (a  prize  taken  from 
enemy  by  bis  majefty ’s  naval 
-rces),  his  majefty  has  only  to  re¬ 
ly  to  the  injurious  affertions  on 
iai  fubject  in  the  Spanifh  manifefto, 
iat  the  efaims  of  all  the  parties 
1  that  caufe  were  publicly  heard 
!'*d  decided  according  to  the  known 
w  of  nations,  and  before  the  only 
^nipetent  tribunal ;  one,  whole  im- 
irtiaiity  is  above  all  fufpicion. 

Tk.-i  conduct  of  his  majefty  re- 


fpeding  the  naval  ftores,  which  were 
claimed  by  Spain  on  board  Dutch 
vefiels,  has  been  in  like  manner  ex « 
empt  from  all  blame,  nor  was  any 
unneceffary  delay  interpofed  refperit- 
ing  thole  cargoes,  till  the  equivocal 
conduct  of  Spain,  and  the  ftrong  and 
juft' fufpicion  of  her  hoftile  difpoti- 
tions,  made  it  impoffible  for  Ida 
majefty  to  content  to  fupply  her  from 
the  ports  ot  his  dominions  with  tin 
means  of  acting  againft  himfelf. 

The  next  charge  relates  to  the 
alleged  mifcondudt  of  fome  mer¬ 
chant  Ihips  in  landing  their  crews 
on  the  coafts  of  Chili  and  Peru* 
with  a  view  of  carrying  on  there  an 
illicit  commerce,  and  of  reconnoi¬ 
tring  the  country.  On  this  it  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  ibofe  views  are  not 
fupported  by  any  fait  whatever ; 
that  if  any  a<ft  was  in  truth  com¬ 
mitted  by  individuals  in  thofe  ter¬ 
ritories  againft  the  laws  of  the 
government  eftabliffied  there,  thofe 
laws  might  have  been  enforced  upon 
the  fpot,  and  the  court  of  London 
has  always  been  open  to  receive,  and 
redrefs  all  complaints  of  (hat  nature. 
But  that  which  isaffigned  in  the 
manifefto  as  a  mere  cover  and  pre¬ 
text  for  fraud,  namely,  the  exercife 
of  the  whale  fifhery  by  the  EngliJh 
in  thofe  parts,  is  not  as  there 
afferted,  a  right  which  the  Englifti 
u  claim  under  the  convention  of 
Nootka.”  It  is  one,  which  was  not 
then  for  the  firft  time  eftablithecf, 
butfolemnly  recognifed  by  the  court 
of  Madrid,  as  having  always  be¬ 
longed  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  full 
and  undifturbed  exercife  of  which 
was  guaranteed  to  his  majefty ’s  fub- 
jerits  in  terms  fo  exprefs  as  to  admit 
of  no  doubt,  and  in  a  traniaction  ii> 
recent,  that  ignorance  of  it  cannot 
be  pretended. 

Such,  it  teems,  were  the  offences 
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of  the  Britifh  government,  and  fuch 
the  jealoufies  and  apprehenfion  of 
Spain  during  the  time  when  the 
courts  of  London  and  Madrid  were 
united  in  the  bands  of  alliance,  and 
engaged  in  a  common  caufe  ;  and 
it  is  on  motives  as  frivolous  as  thefe, 
that  the  court;  of  Madrid  began  to 
project  an  often  five  alliance  with  the 
king’s  enemies;  a  defign  which  it 
now'  profeftes  to  have  entertained 
from  the  moment  when  it  fe  para  ted 
itfelf  from  the  common  caufe,  but 
which  was  long  after  that  period 
dilguifed  under  the  moft  pofitive  and 
explicit  affurances  of  neutrality. 

It  is  infinuated,  that  the  good 
©ftices  of  his  catholic  majefty,  for 
bringing  about  a  general  pacifica¬ 
tion,  had  been  tendered  to  Great 
Britain,  and  had  been  refuted. 
What  degree  of  impartiality  could 
have  been  expected  from  fuch  a 
mediation,  the  difpofitions  which 
Spain  now  avows  herfelf  to  have 
entertained  at  that  period  fuf'fi- 
eiently  (hew  ;  his  majefty  exercifed 
his  undoubted  right  of  judging  for 
himlelf  and  for  his  people,  how  far 
a  negociation,  commenced  under 
luch  aufpices,  was  likely  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  honour  and  intereft  of 
his  dominions  ;  and  he  now  finds 
the  propriety  of  his  decifion  con¬ 
firmed  beyond  a  doubt,  by  the  con- 
dud  and  avowals  ot  Spain. 

It  is  next  dated,  that  in  the  pro- 
fecutien  <of  the  war,  in  which  Great 
Britain  is  engaged,  her  views  feem 
imiformhv  to  have  been  direded  to 
the  annoyance  of  the  Spanifli  pof- 
feftions  in  America.  In  fupport  of 
this  accufation  are  adduced  an  ex- 
ped’ition  direded  againft  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  the  conquelt  of  the  Dutch 
colony  of  Demerary,  and  the  fup- 
poled  eftabliftiment  of  Britifh  com- 
kiercial  companies  on  the  banks  of 


the  Miffiftippi,  formed  with  a  vi< 
o.f  penetrating  to  the  South  Sea. 

This  latter  point  is  one  to  whi 
it  is  impoftible  to  make  a  fpeci 
aitfwer,  becaufe  the  Britifii  govei 
me  nt  has  no  knowledge  of  any  f; 
to  \  vdiich  it  can  refer.  Within  t 
Spanifli  territory,  the  Spanifh  £ 
vern  merit  certainly  pofleffes  be 
.the  i  ight  and  the  power  to  prevc 
individuals  from  trading.  Witl 
the  Ai  nerican  territory,  his  maj eft 
fubjeli  s  have  by  treaty  a  right 
fettle  a  nd  to  trade ;  and  they  ha 
alfo  an  exprefs  right  freely  to  na' 
gate  tli  e  Milfiftippi,  by  which  t 
territories  ot  Spain  and  of  the  Unit 
States  ai  e  divided  from  each  otli 
Unlefs,  therefore,  it  can  be  the' 
that  the  Britilh  government  1 
authorized  any  fettlement  on  if 
Spanifli  territory,  this  compla 
can  afford  no  pretence  for  hoftil 
againft  his  majefty. 

With  regard  to  the  expediti 
againft  St.  Domingo,  and  to  1 
conqueft  of  Demerary,  it  is  imp 
Able  to  refrain  from  remarking,  ti 
however  high iy  the  rights  of  neut 
nations  ought  to  be  refpeded,  $ 
whatever  delicacy  his  majefty  mi< 
be  difpoled  to  feel  towards  thofe( 
a  power  fo  lately  his  ally,  and  i! 
yet  become  his  enemy — it  is  a  n 
and  hitherto  unheard-of  claim 
neutrality,  which  is  to  be  circu 
feribed  by  no  bounds,  either  of  ti 
or  place ;  which  extends  equal 
beyond  the  date,  and  beyond 
limits  of  poffeffion,  and  is  to  att; 
not  to  the  territories  of  a  neut 
power  itfelf,  but  to  whatever  n 
once  have  belonged  to  it,  and 
whatever  may  be  fituated  in 
neighbourhood,  although  in  the  p 
fellion  of  an  actual  enemy. 

The  fubjevft,  however,  of  St.  1 
mingo,  deferves  to  b#  more  pa 
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llarly  adverted  to,  becaufe  the  at- 
mpt  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  cede 
part  of  that  iiland  to  France,  is  a 
reach  of  that  folemn  treaty  under 
hich  alone  the  crown  of  Spain 
Dlds  any  part  of  its  American  pof- 
Hions.  The  conclufion  of  fuel)  an 
rticle,  without  the  knowledge  of  an 
ly  fo  deeply  concerned  as  Great 
ritain  in  that  flipulation,  both  in 
gilt  and  intereft,  was  therefore  an 
:t,  fuch  as  would  have  juftiffed  any 
leafures  to  which  the  court  of 
•ondon  could  have  recourfe ;  yet  fo 
rrneft  was  the  king’s  defire  to  main- 
lin  peace  with  Spain,  that  he  re- 
eatedly  endeavoured  to  hx,  by  an 
micable  difeuffion  with  that  court, 
he  period  when  the  right  of  Spain 
)  the  territory  fo  ceded  was  to 
eafe,  in  order  that  any  operation, 
r hich  it  might  become  expedient 
)r  his  troops  to  undertake  there, 
light  be  directed  againft  the  French 
lone.  And  although  no  explana- 
ion  could  ever  be  obtained  from  the 
ourt  of  Madrid  on  this  fubject,  his 
ommanders  on  the  fpot  were  re¬ 
rained  from  acting,  and  did  not 
ft  againil  the  Spanilh  part  of  the 
land,  till  the  ceilion  actually  took 
|lace,  by  which  it  became,  as  far 
s  the  act  of  Spain  could  make  it,  a 
art  of  the  territories  of  France. 

'  To  the  accufations  which  make 
:p  the  greater  part  of  the  remainder 
f  the  manifelto,  refpecting  the  de- 
ention  or  capture  of  merchant  lliips, 
>r  the  violation  of  territory  therein 


uent,  the  molt  effectual  meafures 
lave  been  inftantly  taken  for  initi¬ 
ating  inquiry  into  the  particulars 
f  the  tran fafti on,  for  collefting  the 
xoofs  neceffary  to  afeertain  the 
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faft  on  which  the  charge  was  found- 
ed,  and  for  fubmitting  the  whole  to 
that  regular  courfe  of  proceeding  in 
which  jultice  is  to  be  rendered  in 
thefe  cafes,  according  to  the  eliu- 
blilhed  practice  throughout  Europe, 
and  to  the  exprels  ftipulations  of  the 
treaties  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain. 

Amidft  the  wide  and  complicated 
operations  ol  a  naval  war,  extended 
over  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  it 
is  not  improbable  that  feme  difor- 
deis  aud  irregularities  may  have 
taken  place,  which  the  utmoff  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  government  could  not 
immediately  di (cover  or  reprefs;  and 
that  in  the  exercife  of  the  undoubt¬ 
ed  right  of  a  power  at  war,  to  feareh 
out  and  leize  the  property  of  the 
enemy,  the  rights  of  neutral  nations 
may,  in  fome  inftances,  have  been 
unintentionally  expofed  to  tempo¬ 
rary  moleltation.  The  fame  obler- 
vation  was  not  lefs  applicable  to 
Spain  in  her  war  with  France;,  and 
the  Ih or t  interval  that  has  elapfed 
fmee  her  .declaration,  againil  Great 
Britain  has  amply  (hewn  that  fnni- 
lar  complaints  will  arife  from  her 
conduct  in  the  prefent  war. 

The  utmoit  that  can  be  demand¬ 
ed  in  fuch  cafes  of  a  power  at  war, 
is,  that  it  Ihould  Ihew  itfelf  ready  on- 
all  occaffons  to  lilten  to  the  remou- 
ftrances  and  reclamations  of  thole 
whom  it  may  have  aggrieved,  and 
prompt  aud  expeditious  in  red  refling 
their  injuries,  and  in  reflating  their 

readiuefs  of 
to  fullil 
where 

been  called  upon  to  do  fo,. 
Spam  herfelf  may  lately  be 
to  bear  witnefs.  Nor  would 
ealy  to  cite  a  more  linking 
proof  of  the  friendly  difpolition  of 
the  king’s  government,  and  of  th« 

particular 


aentioned,  it  is  fufficient  to  reply, 
bat  in  every  cafe  of  fuch  a  nature 
ftiich  has  been  brought  to  the 
nowledge  of  the  Britifh  govern- 


preperty  :  and  to  the 
the  Britifli  government 
thefe  duties,  in  every  cafe 
they  hav 
even 
called 
it  be 
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particular  attention  manifefted  to¬ 
wards  the  rights  and  interefts  of 
Spain,  than  ariies  from  an  impartial 
examination  of  the  detail  of  tohat 
has  palled  on  this  fubjeft.  It  will 
he  found  that  th'e  caufes  of  com¬ 
plaints,  whether  well  or  ill-founded, 
which  have  been  brought  forward, 
are  much  fewer  than  ever  have 
occurred  within  the  fame  period  ill 
former  times.  And  the  court  of 
Spain,  when  called  upon  to  fpecify 
particulars  on  this  head,  is  obliged 
to  have  recoiirfe  to  an  allegation  of 
the  depredations  of  Coriican  priva¬ 
teers. 

There  remains  but  one  ground 
upon  which  the  court  of  Spain  pre¬ 
tends  to  account  to  the  world  for  the 
ralh  and  perfidious  hep  which  it  has 
taken,  in  declaring  war  againft  Eng¬ 
land,  and  to  excule  to  Europe  the 
calamities  which  cannot  fail  to  re- 
fnlt  from  fuch  a  meafure ;  the  fup- 
pofed  decree  of  arreft  afferted  to 
have  been  i fiued  againft:  the  Spanilh 
ambafiador  at  the  court  of  London. 
The  fadft,  to  which  this  relates, 
mull  have  been  grofsly  miftaken 
before  it  could  be  made  to  appear, 
even  in  the  eyes  of  Spain,  a  tit.  mo¬ 
tive  for  the  llighteft  reprefentation 
or  complaint,  much  more  a  jufti- 
fiable  caufe  of  war  between  the  two 
kingdoms. 

By  the  ftrefs  which  is  laid  upon 
this  tranfaction,  who  is  there  that 
would  not  be  led  to  imagine  that 
the  law-fuit  commenced  againft  the 
Spanilh  ambafiador  was  attended 
with  fome  peculiar  circumftanc.es  of 
perfonal  indignity?  That  the  refult 
was  intentional,  and  originated  with 
the  Britiih  government?  or  that,  on 
being  apprifed  of  the  offence,  the 
?ourt  of  London  had  (hewn  fome  un- 
%iliingnefs  or  delay  in  proceeding  to 
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the  profecfttion  of  the  parties  coil 
cerned  in  it? 

Who  but  would  be  aftoniftied  t 

learn,  that  the  procefs  itfelf  was  11 

more  than  a  fimple  citation  to  ar 

Ever  at  law  for  a  debt  demanded 

that  the  filing  this  procefs  was  tli 

lfiiftaken  ad  of  an  individual,  wh 

\VaS  immediately  dilavowed  by  tbj 

government,  and  ordered  to  be  prcl 

lecUted  for  his  conduct,  and  wh 

made  (but  made  in  vain)  repeate 

and  fli bin illi ve  applications  to  tb 

Spanilh  ambafiador  for  forgivenei 

and  interference  on  his  belia.it  r  the 

cafes  of  the  fame  nature  have  fnj 

quently  arifen  in  England  trom  thj 

ignorance  of  individuals,  and  froi 

the  ready  appeal  to  the  lasVs  whic 

the  happy  conftitution  of  the  coin 

try  admits  arid  authorizes,  withoi 

the  previous  intervention  or  know 

ledge  of  any  branch  of  the  executiv 

governnient  *,  and  that  in  all  finnki 

cafes,  and  particularly  in  one  wbic 

Lad  occurred  only  a  few  weeks  be 

•/ 

fore,  precifely  the  fame  meafure] 
have  been  purfued  by  the  govern 
ment  to  vindicate  the  privileges  < 
foreign  minilters,  and  have  umlonV 
ly,  and  without  exception,  been  ac 
cepted  as  completely  adequate  t 
that  objedi,  and  fat  is  factory  to  tW 
dignity  and  honour  of  the  fovereig 
whom  the  cafe  concerned? 

Such  then  are  the  frivolous  me 
lives,  and  pretended  wrohgs,  vvhic 
Spain  has  chofen  to  aftign  as  th 
juftification  of  her  declaration  < 
war  againft  Great  Britain.  Sue 
are  the  topics  of  complaint  upo’ 
which  ill’s  majefty  has  repeatedl 
offered  the  moll  Unequivocal  exph 
nation  ;  upon  which  he  has  long  an 
earneftly  endeavoured  to  perfuadj 
the  court  of  Madrid  to  enter  into 
full  and  amicable  ditcuffion,  for  tb 
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ttrpofe  of  aVerting  from  his  own 

ubjeds,  from  thole  of  his  catholic 
majefty,  and  from  Europe,  the  extre¬ 
mities  of  war. 

When  upon  grounds  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture,  and  with  the  offer  of  negotiation 
repeatedly  prefented  to  its  choice,  a 
.power  has  wilfully  and  wantonly 
chofen  a  war,  in  which  its  prolperi- 
ty,  its  happinefs,  and  its  fafetv,  are 
hazarded,  and  in  which  it  will  have 
as  much  to  fear  from  the  fuccefs  of 
its  allies,  as  from  that  of'its  enemies 
—it  furely  is  not  too  much  to  pre¬ 
fume,  that,  even  in  its  own  eyes, 
that  power  is  notjullified  for  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  which  it  adopted,  and  that 
there  muff  be  fome  unaffigned  mo¬ 
tive  of  irrefiftible  neceffity,  which 
induces  it  to  purfue  meafures  alike 
inconfiftent  with  its  intereft  and 
with  its  honour. 

It  will  be  plain  to  all  pofterky — 
it  is  now  notorious  to  Europe,  that 
neither  to  the  genuine  willies,  nor 
even  to  the  miltaken  policy  of  Spain, 
her  prefent  conduct  is  to  be  attri¬ 
buted;  that  not  from  enmity  to¬ 
wards  Great  Britain,  not  from  any 
refentment  of  pall  or  apprehenfion 
«1  future  injuries,  but  from  a  blind 
fubferviency  to  the  views  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty's  enemies,  from  the  dominion 
ufurped  over  her  councils  and  adions 
hyher  new  allies,  ihe  has  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  ad  in  a  quarrel,  and  for 
interefts,  not  her  own :  to  take  up 
&ttns  ugainft  one  of  thofe  powers  in 
whofe  caufe  die  has  profeffed  to  feel 
the  ftrongeft  intereft;  and  even  to 
Menace  with  hostility  another,  againft 
whom  no  caufe  of  •complaint  is  pre¬ 
tended,  except  its  honourable  and 
faithful  adherence  to  its  engage¬ 
ments.  5  & 

Under  thefe  c ire um dances,  his 
majefty  forbears  to  enumerate  the 
,e'end  grounds  of  julf  complaint 
w*  XXXVJII. ' 


PAPERS.  **>9 

which  he  has  had  oceafion,  on  his 
part,  to  prefer  to  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  fince  the  conciufmn  of  the 
peace  between  France  and  Spain  ; 
the  many  and  grofs  inftances  of  un¬ 
juft  partiality  towards  his  enemies, 
of  undue  protedi-on  afforded  to  their 
Ihips,  and  of  injuries  committed, 
and  allowed  to  be  committed, on  thofe 
of  his  majefty  and  his  fubjeds. 

Confident  of  having  acquitted 
himlelf  to  the  woi  Id  of  any  fiiare  in 
originating  the  prelent  war,  he  finds 
in  the  manifeft  and  unprovoked  ag» 
grefiion  of  the  enemy,  a  lufficienfc 
caufe  lor  calling  forth  the  refources 
of  his  kingdoms,  and  the  fpirit  of 
his  fubjeds;  and  he  commits  to  the 
Divine  Providence  the  ifiue  of  a 
conteft,  which  it  was  to  thelaft  mo¬ 
ment  his  earned  endeavour  to  avoid, 
and  which  he  now  ardently  defires 
to  bring  to  a  fpeedy  and  honourable 
termination. 


Note  tranfmitted  to  M.  Barthelemy, 
AmbaJJ'ador  from  the  French  Re¬ 
public  to  the  Helvetic  Body,  by 
Mr.  Wickham,  Ms  Britannic  Ma- 
jefh/s  Minijier  Plenipotentiary  to 
the  Swifs  Cantons ,  March  8,  1796. 

THE  underfigued,  his  Britannic 
tnajefty’s  minifter  plenipotentiary  to, 
the  Swifs  Cantons,  is  authorized  to 
convey  to  monfieur  Barthelemy,  the 
defire  of  his  court  to  be  made  ac¬ 
quainted,  through  him,  with  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  France  in  regard  to  the 
objed  of  a  general  pacification.  He 
therefore  reauefts  monfieur  Barthe¬ 
lemy  to  tranlmit  to  him  in  writing 
(and  after  having  made  the  neceffary 
inquiries)  his  anfwer  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  quellions*. 

i.  Is  there  the  difpofition  in 
France  to  open  a  negotiation’ with 
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his  majefty  and  his  allies  for  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  a  general  peace, 
upon  juft  and  fmtable  terms,  by 
fending  for  that  purpofe  mini  tiers  to 
a  congrefs,  at  Inch  place  as  may 
hereafter  be  agreed  upon? 

2:  Would  there  be  the  difpofition 
to  communicate  to  the  undesigned 
the  general  grounds  of  a  pacification, 
fuch  as  France  would  be  willing  to 
propofe;  in  order  that  his  majefty 
and  his  allies  might  thereupon  exa¬ 
mine  in  concert,  whether  they  are 
fuch  as  might  lerve  as  the  founda- 
tion  of  a  negotiation  for  peace  ? 

3.  Or  would  there  be  a  delire  to 
propofe  any  other  way  whatever  for 
arriving  at  the  fame  end,  that  ot  a 
general  pacification? 

rl  lie  underligned  is  authorized  to 
receive  from  rnonfieur  Barthelemy 
the  anfwers  to  thefe  queltions,  and 
to  tranfmit  them  to  his  court;  but 
lie  is  not  authorized  to  enter  with 
him  into  negotiation  or  dilcuflion 
upon  thefe  Objects. 

(Signed)  W.  Wickham. 

Berne,  March  8,  1796. 


juft,  honourable,  and  l’olid  peace. 
The  ftep  taken  by  Mr.  Wickham 
would  have  afforded  to  the  diredor^ 
a  real  fatisfadion,  if  the -declarator 
itfelf  which  that  minilter  makes  o 
his  not  having  any  order,  any  powei 
to  negotiate,  did  not  give  room  t( 
doubt  of  the  fincerity  of  the  pacifii 
intentions  of  his  court.  In  fad,  i 
it  were  true  that  England  began  tf 
know  her  real  interefts ;  that  fin 
wifhed  to  open  again  for  herlelf  th< 
fources  of  abundance  and  profperity 
if  flie  fought  for  peace  with  goo< 
faith,  would  five  propofe  a  congrefs 
of  which  the  neceflkry  relult  mul 
be,  to  render  all  negotiation  endl&fs 
Or  would  fhe  confine  herlelf  to  th 
afking,  in  a  vague  manner,  that  tlr 
French  government  fliould  point  oa 
any  other  way  whatever,  for  attain 
ing  the  fame  objed,  that  of  a  gene 
ral  pacification? 

Is  it  that  this  ftep  has  had  n< 
other  object  tlmn  to  obtain  lor  th 
Britifli  government  the  favourabl 
imprefhon  which  always  accompa 
nies  the  firft  overtures  for  peace 
May  it  not  have  been  accompanie 
with  the  hope  that  they  would  pre 


Jsote  tranfmit  ted  to  Mr.  Wickham 
by  M.  Barthelemy,  March  2.6, 
1796b 


THE  underfigned,  ambaflkdor  of 
the  French  repnblic  to  the  Helvetic 
body,  has  tranfmitted  to  the  execu¬ 
tive  directory  the  note  which  Mr. 
Wickham,  his  Britannic  majefty's 
mini  her  plenipotentiary  to  the  Swifs 
Cantons,  was  pleaded  to  convey  to 
him,  dated  the  8th  of  March.  He 
has  it  in  comriiand  to  anfwer  it  by  an 
eAipofition  of  the  fentiments  and  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  executive  directory. 

The  directory  ardently  defires  to 
procure  for  the  French  republic  a. 


duce  no  effect? 

However  that  maybe,  the  ex( 
cutive  diredory,  whole  policy  In 
no  other  guides  than  opennefs  an* 
good  faith,  will  follow,  in  its  expla¬ 
nations,  a  condud  which  fhall  l 
wholly  conformable  to  them.  \  iel< 
ing  to  the  ardent  defire  by  which 
is  animated,  to  procure  peace  f< 
the  French  republic,  and  for  all  n; 
tions,  it  will  not  fear  to  declare  i 
fell  openly.  Charged  by  the  conl'f 
tu tion  with  the  execution  ot  the  law 
it  cannot  make,  or  liften  to  any  pr 
pofal  that  would  be  contrary 
them.  The  conftitutional  ad  do 
not  permit  it  to  content  to  ai 
alienation  of  that,  which,  accordi 
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to  the  exifting  laws,  conflitutes  the 
territory  of  the  republic. 

With  re lp e 61  to  the  countries  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  French  armies,  and 
which  have  not  been  united  to 
France,  they,  as  well  as  other  inte- 
refts  political  and  commercial,  may 
become  the  lubjebt  of  a  negotiation, 
which  will  prelent  to  the  directory 
the  means  of  proving  how  much  it 
delires  to  attain  fpeedily  to  a  happy 
pacification. 

The  diredory  is  ready  to  receive, 
in  this  relped,  any  overtures  that 
lhall  be  juft,  reasonable,  and  com¬ 
patible  with  the  dignity  of  the  re¬ 
public. 

(Signed)  Bartii  elemy. 
Bajle,  the  (nth  of  Germinal,  the  fourth 
Year  of  the  French  Republic  fl6th 
of  March,  1796.) 


Kate  publificd  by  the  Court  of  Lon¬ 
don,  as  a  Comment  on  the  above 
Correfpondence. 

THE  court  of  London  has  received 
from  its  minifter  in  Switzerland  the 
anfwer  made  to  the  queltions  which 
he  had  been  charged  to  propofe  to 
monlieur  BartheJemy,  in  relped  to 
the  opening  of  a  negotiation  for  the 
re-eftablifhing  of  general  tranquillity. 

This  court  has  feen,  with  regret, 
how  far,  the  tone  and  fpirit  of  that 
anfwer,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
demands  which  it  contains,  and  the 
manner  of  announcing  them,  are  re¬ 
mote  from  anydifpolition  for  peace. 

The  inadmiflible  pretention  is 
there  avowed  of  appropriating  to 
France  all  that  the  laws  ad u ally 
exifting  there  may  have  comprifed 
under  the  denomination  of  French 
territory.  To  a  demand  fuch  as 
this,  is  added  an  exprefs  declaration, 
that  no  piopofal  contrary  to  it  vyill 


be  made,  or  even  liftened  to.  And 
even  this,  under  the  pretence  of  an 
internal  regulation,  the  provisions 
of  which  are  wholly  foreign  to  all 
other  nations. 

\\  hile  thefe  difpofitions  lhall  be 
perftftcd  in,  nothing  is  left  for  the 
king,  but  to  profeciite  a  war, equally 
juft  and  neceftary. 

Whenever  his  enemies  ftiall  ma- 
nifeft  more  pacific  fentiments,  his 
majefty,  will,  at  all  times,  be  eager 
to  concur  in  them,  by  lending  him- 
felf,  in  concert  with  his  allies,  to  all 
luch  meal'ures  as  lhall  be  belt  calcu¬ 
lated  to  re-eftablifh  general  tranquil¬ 
lity  on  conditions  juft,  honourable, 
and  permanent,  either  by  the  efta- 
bliftiment  ot  a  congrefs,  which  has 
been  fo  often  and"  fo  happily,  the 
means  of  reftoring  peace  to  Europe, 
or  by  a  preliminary  difcuffion  of  the 
principles  which  may  be  propofed, 
on  either  fide,  as  a  foundation  of  a 
general  pacification;  or  laftly,  by 
an  impartial  examination  of  any 
other  way  which  may  be  pointed  out 
to  him  for  arriving  at  the  fame  fa* 
lutary  end. 

Doicnivg-flrcet,  April  10,  1796. 


Official  Correfpondence ,  publijheel  by 
the  Britifti  Government,  relative 
to  the  Negotiation  jor  Peace  be¬ 
tween  the  French  Republic  and 
Great  Britain, 

No.  1. 

Sir, 

IN  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
king,  my  mafter,  I  have  the  honour 
to  tranfmit  to  you  the  enclofed  note, 
and  to  requelt  of  you  that  you  will 
forward  it  to  his  Danifli  majefty V 
minifter  at  Paris,  to  be  by  him 
communicated  to  the  executive  di* 
rectory. 

The 
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The  fentiments  of  your  court  are 
too  well  known  to  the  king  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  his  majefty’s  entertaining; 
any  doubt  of  the  jfatisfadion  with 
which  his*  Danirti  majefty  will  fee 
the  intervention  of  his  mini  ft  era- 
employed  on  fueh  an  oecafionr  or 
of  the  earneftnefs  with  which  you,, 
fir,  will  concur  in  a  meafu re-  which 
has  for  its  objed  the  re-eltablilh- 
ment  of  peace. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
moft  perfect  conlideration, 

Sir, 

Your  molt  humble, 

And  moil  obedient  feryant, 

Grenville. 

To  the  Count  JFedcl  Jar/jberg , 

t^'Ci  SfL  . 

No.  2. 

N  O  T  E. 

His  Britannic  majefty,  animated 
ivith  the  fame  defire,  which  he  has 
already  manifefted.  to  terminate,  bv 
juft,  honourable,  and  permanent  con¬ 
ditions  of  peace,  a  war  which  has 
extended  itlelf  throughout  all  parts 
of  the  world,  is  willing  to  omit  no¬ 
thing  on  his  part  which  may  con¬ 
tribute  to  this  obje<ft. 

It  is  with  this  view  that  he  has 
thought  it  proper  to  avail  himfelf 
of  the  confidential  intervention  of 
the  minifters  of  a  neutral  power,  to 
demand  of  the  executive  diredpry 
paffporls  for  a  perfon  of  confidence 
whom  his  majefty  would  lend  -to 
Paris  with  a  coinmilllon  to  difeufs, 
with  '.the  government  there,  all  the 
means  the  moil  proper  to  produce 
fo  deli  ruble  an  end. 

And  his  majefty  is  perfuaded  that 
he  (hull  receive,  without  delay, 
through  the  fame  channel,  a  fatis- 
fadory  anfwer  -to  this  demand, 
which  cannot  fail  to  place  in  a  fit i  1 1 
Clearer  light,  the  juft  and  pacific  dif- 


pofitions  which  he  entertains  u 
common  with  his  allies. 

Grenville. 

Wefhninjlcr ,  Sept.  6,  1796. 
— 

No.  3*. 

Mr  Loxuy 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  yeut  \ 
excellency,  that  the  note  addrefled 
to  the  executive  diredory  of  France, 
in  date  of  the  6th  of  the  prefent 
month,  was  tranfmitted  by  Mr. 
Koenemann,  charge  d’affaires  of  his 
Dan i (ft-  majefty,.  to  M.  Delacroix,  | 
mmifter  for  foreign  affairs  at  Paris, 
who  promifed  that  an  anfwer  fhoidd] 
be  returned  to  it,  after  ft  had  been  i 
fubmitted  to  the  conlideration  of  the 
government.  Three  days  having 
elapfed  in  expedation  of  this  anfwer, 
Mr.  Koenemann  went  alecond  time, 
fo  the  minilter  abovemer*tiorred,who  I 
gave  him  to  n-nderftand,  that  the 
executive  directory  had'  not  per-f 
mitted  him  to  return  an  anfwer  in 
writing,  but  that  he  was  direded; 
to  exprefs  himfelf  verbally  to  this! 
effect : 

“  That  the  executive  diredory  1 
of  the  French  republic  would  not, 
for  the  future,  receive  or  anfwer) 
any  overtures  or  confidential  papers  1 
tranfmitted  through  any  interme¬ 
diate  channel,  from  the  enemies  on 
the  republic;,  but  that  if  they  would! 
fiend  perfons  furnifhed  with  full 
powers  and  official  papers,  thel’e 
might,  upon  the  frontiers,  demand ; 
the  paffports  neceflary  for  proceed¬ 
ing  to  Paris.” 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  i 
molt  period  refped, 

My  Lord, 

Your  excellency’s  moll  faumble>  j 
And  mod  obedient  fervant, 

.  .(Signed) 

Comte  de  Wedel  JahlsbergvI 
Jam  don,  Sept.  3,  1796. 


STATE 

No.  4. 

Sir,  Paris ,  Sept.  1 9, 1 796. 

I  was  indifpofed  at  my  country 
houfe  when  your  excellency’s  cou¬ 
rier  brought  me  the  letters  which 
your  excellency  did  me  the  honour 
to  write  to  me  on  the  7th  inftant, 
together  with  the  note  of  lord  Gren¬ 
ville  inclofed  therein.  I  fet  off  for 
Paris  on  the  following  day,  where., 
after  demanding  an  audience  of  ci¬ 
tizen  Delacroix,  mini  iter  for  foreign 
affairs,  I  preferred  the  note  above- 
mentioned,  accompanied  with  ano¬ 
ther  in  my  own  name,  in  which  1 
explained  the  motives  that  had  in¬ 
duced  me  lo  undertake  a  meafure 
for  which  I  had  no  authority  from 
my  court.  lie  promiied  to  fubmit 
the  two  notes  to  the  infpe&ion  of 
the  government,  and  to  return  me 
an  anfwer  immediately.  Having 
waited  for  three  days  without  re¬ 
ceiving  an  anfwer,  I  -went  a  fecond 
'time  to  wait  upon  the  miniiler,  who, 
in  a  very  dry  tone,  informed  me, 
that  the  executive  directory  had  not 
permitted  him  to  return  an  anfwer 
in  writing,  but  that  he  was  directed 
to  expreis  himfelf  verbally  to  this 
effect: 

“  Thai  the  executive  directory  @f 
the  French  republic  would  not,  for 
the  future,  receive  or  anfwer  any 
confidential  overtures  or  papers 
tranfmitted  through  any  interme¬ 
diate  channel,  from  the  enemies  of 
the  republic;  but  that  if  they  would 
fend  perfons  furnifhed  with  full 
powers  and  official  papers,  thefe 
might,  upon  the  frontiers,  demand 
the  paflports  neceflary  fox  proceed¬ 
ing  to  Paris.** 

Such,  fir,  is  the  refult  of  a  mea¬ 
fure  which  I  have  taken  at  your  re- 
queft.  I  wifli,  for  the  fake  of  hu¬ 
manity,  that  wre  may  meet  with 
better  fuccefs  at  fome  future  period ; 
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'but  I  fear  that  this  period  is  hill  at 
a  great  diftance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
refpedtful  .attachment, 

Sir, 

Your  excellency's  mofl  humble, 
And  molt  obedient  fervant, 

Koenemantx. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Count  Wcdel 
Jarfjbcrg ,  fyc.  §c.  fyc. 


Ne.5. 

NOTE. 

In  demanding  of  the  executive 
directory  of  the  French  republic, 
through  the  intervention  of  the  nu¬ 
mbers  .of  a  neutral  power,  a  paflporjt 
for  a  confidential  perfon  to  be  lent 
to  Paris,  the  court  of  London  ac¬ 
companied  this  demand  with  the 
.exprefs  declaration,  that  this  perfon 
fhould  he  eoramiffioned  to  difeufs 
with  the  government  all  the  means 
the  moft  proper  for  conducing  to  the 
re-eft  abli  foment  of  peace. 

The  king,  perfeveripg  in  the  fame 
fontiments,  which  he  bus  already 
fo  unequivocally  declared,  will  not 
leave  to  his  enemies  the  fmalleff 
pretext  for  eluding  a  difeuflion,  the 
refult  of  which  will  neceffarily  ferve 
either  to  produce  the  happinefs  of 
fo  many  nations,  or  at  leaft  to  ren¬ 
der  evident  the  views  and  difpofi- 
tions  of  thofe  who  oppofe  themfelves 
to  it. 

It  is  therefore  in  purfoance  of 
thefe  lentiments,  that  the  under¬ 
filled  is  charged  to  .declare,  that  as 
foon  as  the  executive  directory  fhail 
think  proper  to  tranfmit  to  the  un¬ 
derfilled  the  neceffary  paffports  (of 
which  he,  by  this  note,  renews  the 
demand  already  made)  his  Britannic 
majefty  will  fend  to  Paris  a  perfon 
furnifhed  with  full  powmrs,  and  offi¬ 
cial  inllruflions,  to  negotiate  with 
the  executive  directory  on  the  menn^ 
*P  5  -of 
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of  terminating  the  prefent  war,  by  a 
pacification  juft,  honourable,  and 
lolid,  calculated  to  reftore  repofe  to 
Europe,  and  to  enfure,  for  the  time 
to  come,  the  general  tranquillity. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 
Wcjimhjier ,  Sept.  27,  1796. 

To  the  Min  if  cr  for  Foreign  Affairs , 
at  Paris. 


No.  6. 

I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to 
lord  G  renville  a  copy  of  the  decree 
of  the  executive  directory  of  the 
French  republic,  in  anfwer  to  his 
note  of  the  27th  September,  1796, 

(O.s.) 

He  will  there  fee  a  proof  of  the 
earned  defire  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  profit  of  the  overture  that  is 
fnade  to  them,  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  lead  to  peace  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  England. 

i  have  the  honour  to  fend  him, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  paffports  re¬ 
quired’  for  the  mmifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary,  whom  his  Britannic  inajefty 
propofes  to  name  to  treat;  and  I 
requeft  lord  Grenville  to  accept  the 
afiurance  of  my  perlonal  wifhes  for 
the  fuccefs  of  this  negotiation,  as 
well  as  that  of  my  moil  perfect  con¬ 
fide  ration. 

(Signed)  Cn.  Delacroix. 
Pans ,  i  1  Vcndemiairc,  5 th  year 
oj  the  French  Republic. 

No.  7. 

Extra  ft  from  the  Regijler  of  the  De¬ 
crees  of  the  Executive  Directory. 
The.  9 th  Vendemikirc,  5 th  pear  of  the 
French  Republic,  one  and  iudivi- 
fibte. 

rl  he  executive  directory,  upon 
confideration  of  the  note  addrefJed 
to  the  mmifter  for  foreign  affairs  by 
lord  Grenville,  dated  September  27, 

*  Sic. 


1 796,  wifhing  to  give  a  proof  of  thi 
delire  which  it  entertains  to  maki 
peace  with  England,  decrees  as  fol 
lows : 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  i 
charged  to  deliver  the  ne  cellar  y  paff 
ports  to  the  envoy  of  England,  win 
fhall  be  furnifhed  with  full  powers 
not  only  for  preparing  and  n ego 
tiating  the  peace  between  theFrenc-1 
republic  and  that  power,  but  fo 
concluding  it  definitively  betweel 
them. 

True  copy. 

(Signed)  L.  M.  Rev  filler] 
Lepeaux,  prefident. 

By  the  executive  diredory. 

For  the  fecretary  general. 

(Signed)  Le  Tourneur 

Certified  true  copy.  * 

The  mmifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
Ch.  Delacroix 

By  the  minifter. 

J.  Giratjdet,  fee.  ger 

No.  7  * 

Lord  Malmefbury,  who  is  ap 
pointed  by  the  king,  to  treat  with 
the  French  government  for  a  jul 
and  equitable  peace,  calculated  t 
reftore  peace  to  Europe,  and  to  enr 
fure  the  public  tranquillity  for  th 
time  to  come,  will  have  the  honpu 
of  delivering  this  letter  from  me  b 
M.  Delacroix. 

The  diftinguifhed  rank  and  meri 
of  the  minifter  of  whom  his  inajefr 
has  made  choice  on  this  occalion 
makes  it  urmecefifary  for  me  to  fa; 
any  thing  in  his  recommendation 
at  the  fame  time -tbit  it  furnifhes 
frefli  proof  of  the  defire  of  his  ma 
jefty  to  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  0 
this  negotiation  :  for  which  objed 
entertain  the  moft  fanguine  withes. 

Monfieur  Delacroix  will  have  th 
goodnefs  to  accept  from  me  th 
Orig. 


affuranc 


S  T  A  T  E 

i  ' 

affurance  of  my  mo  ft  perfect  con- 
fideration. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 
Wejhmnfler ,  October  13,  1796. 

To  the  Minijicr  of  Foreign  Affairs , 
at  Paris. 


No.  8. 

Lord  Malmefbury,  named  by  his 
Britannic  majefty  as  his  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  the  French  republic,  has 
the  honour  to  announce,  by  his  fe- 
cretary,  to  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  his  arrival  at  Paris ;  and  to 
requeft  of  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
he  lb  good  as  to  appoint  the  hour  at 
which  he  may  wait  upon  him,  for 
the  purpofe  of  communicating  to  him 
the  object  of  his  million. 

Paris,  October  22,  1796. 

To  the  Minijier  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

No.  9. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs 
learns  with  fatisfadion  the  arrival  of 
lord  Malmefbury,  plenipotentiary 
of  his  Britannic  majelty.  lie  will 
have  the  honour  to  receive  him  to¬ 
morrow  at  eleven  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  or  at  any  later  hour  that 
may  luit  him,  till  two  o’clock,  lie 
hopes  that  lord  Malmefbury  will 
forgive  him  for  thus  limiting  the 
time,  on  account  pf  the  nature  and 
the  multiplicity  of  his  occupations. 
\jt  Brumaire ,  An  5.  ( October  22, 
1796.) 

To  Lord  Malmefbury ,  Minifter  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  from  his  Britannic 
MajeJ'ty  to  the  French  Republic f 
iit  Paris. 


No.  jo. 

Lord  Malmefbury  has  the  honour 
to  thank  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs  for  the  oblimng  anfwer  which 

O  (D 

he  has  juft  received  from  him. 
lie  accepts  with  pleafure  the  lirff 
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moment  proposed,  and  will  wait  upon 
him  to-morrow  lriornina,  at  eleven 
o’clock  precilely. 

Paris ,  Oct.  22. 

rFo  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs . 

No.  11. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs 
has  the  honour  to  apprize  lord 
Malmefbury,  commillioner  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  bis  Britannic  majefty, 
that  he  has  received- from  the  exe¬ 
cutive  diredory  the  necefiary  pow¬ 
ers  for  negotiating  and  concluding 

00  r> 

peace  between  the  republic  and  his 
majelty. 

To-morrow,  if  lord  Malmefbury 
pleafes,  the  refpedive  powers  fhall 
he  exchanged.  The  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs  will  then  be  ready  to 
receive  the  proportions,  which  lord 
Malmefbury  is  commillioned  to 
make  to  the  republic  on  the  part  of 
his  Britannic  majefty. 

The.  minifter  for  foreign  affairs 
requefts  lord  Malmefbury  to  accept 
the  affurances  of  his*  high  conftdera- 
tion.  / 

(Signed)  C11.  Delacroix. 

2  Brumaire,  An  5.  (Opt.  23,  1796.) 


No.  13. 

Lord  Malmefbury  has  the  honour 
to  p  relent  his  acknowledgements  to 
the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  for 
the  communication  which  he  has 
juft  made  to  him,  and  he  will  have 
the  honour  to  wait  upon  him  to¬ 
morrow,  at  the  hour  which  he  fhall 
have  the  goodnefs  to  appoint,  to 
receive  the  copy  of  the  full  powers 
with  which  he  is  furnilhed.  on  the 
part  of  the  executive  diredory ; 
and  as  foon  as  they  fhall  have  been 
exchanged,  he  will  be  ready  to 
commence  the  negotiation  with 
which  he  is  charged. 

*P  4  He 
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1  le  reqilefts  the  minifier  for  foreign 
affairs  to  accept  the  affu ranees  of  his 
high  confideration 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 
Paris,  Oti.  23,  1796. 


No.  13. 

Extract  from  the  Regijler  of  the 
Decrees  of  the  Executive  Directory. 
2  Brum aire,  (23  Oct.)  $th  year  of 

the  French  Republic,  one  and 

indivifible . 

The  executive  directory,  after 
havipg  heard  the  report  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  Her  for  foreign  affairs — * 

The  citizen  Charles  Delacroix, 
ininiffer  for  foreign  affairs,  is  charg¬ 
ed  to  negotiate  with  lord  Malmef- 
bury,  eommilhoner  plenipotentiary 
©f'  his  Britannic  majefty,  furniihed 
with  full  powers  to  prepare  and 
negotiate  peace  between  the  French 
republic  and  that  power,  and  to  con¬ 
clude  it  definitively  between  them. 
The  directory  gives  to  the  faid  rni- 
niffer  all  powers  neceffary  for  con¬ 
cluding  and  figning  the  treaty  of 
peace  to  take  place  between  the 
republic  and  his  Britannic  majefty. 
He  fh nil  conform  Limfelf  to  the 
inffructions  which-  (hull  be  given 
him.  He  fhall  render  a  regular 
account,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
progrefs  and  of  the  iflue  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation. 

The  prefent  decree  fhall  not  be 
printed  at  this  time. 

A  true  copy. 

s  (Signed)  L.  R.  Reveillere  Le- 

EE  A  U  X  . 

Bv  the  executive  directory. 

The  fee  retary  general. 

(Signed)  Da  Garde. 

Copy.  t 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs. 

(Signec)  Cji.  Delacroix. 

By  the  miniffer. 

(L.S.)  T.  GiIvAudet,  fee.  gen. 


'  No.  14. 

MEMORIAL. 

His  Britannic  majefty  defiring,  as 
he  has  already  declared,  to  contri¬ 
bute,  as  far  as  depends  on  him,  to 
the  re-eftabliffi.ment  of  public  tran¬ 
quillity,  and  to  enfure,  by  the  means 
of  juft,  honourable,  and  folid  con¬ 
ditions  of  peace,  the  future  repofe 
of  Europe  ;  his  majefty  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  bell  means  of  attaining, 
with  all  polTible  expedition,  that 
faUitary  end,  wall  be  to  agree,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  negotiation,  on 
the  general  principle  which  fhall 
ferve  as  a  balis  for  the  definitive 
arrangements. 

The  firft  object  of  negotiations  for 
peace  generally  relates  to  the  re- 
ffridaons  and  cefiions  which  the 
reipe&ive  parties  have  mutually  to 
demand,  in  confequence  of  the 
events  of  war. 

Great  Britain,  from  the  uninter¬ 
rupted  fuecefs  of  her  naval  war, 
finds  herfelf  in  a  fituation  to  have 
no  reftitution  to  demand  of  France, 
from  which,  on  the  contrary,  (lie 
has  taken  eftablifhments,  and  colo¬ 
nies  of  the  higheft  importance,  and 
of  a  value  almoff  incalculable. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  France  1 
has  made,  on  the  continent  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  conqueffs  to  .which  his  majefty 
can  be  the  lefs  indifferent,  as  the 
mod  important  intei;eftsof  his  people, 
and  the  molt  facred  engagements  of 
his  crown,  are  effentially  implicated 
therein. 

The  magnanimity  of  the  king, 
his  inviolable  good  faith,  and  his 
defire  to  reffore  repofe  to  fo  many 
nations,  induce  him  to  confider  this 
fituation  of  affairs  as  affording  the 
means  of  procuring  for  all  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers  juft  and  equitable 
terms  of  peace,  and  fuch  as  are  cal¬ 
culated 
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culated  to  enfure  for  the  time  to 
tome  the  general  tranquillity. 

It  is  on  this  footing,  then,  that 
be  purpofes  to  negotiate,  by  offering 
to  make  compenlatioo  to  France, 
by  proportionable  reftiturions,  for 
thole  arrangements  to  which  ihe 
will  be  called  upon  to  content,  in 
aider  to  fatisfy  the  juft  demands  of 
the  king’s  allies,  and  to  preferve  the 
political  balance  of  Europe. 

Having  made  this  firft  overture, 
his  majefty  will,  in  the  fequel,  ex¬ 
plain  himfelf  more  particularly  on 
the  application  of  this  principle  to  the 
different  objects  which  may  be  dif- 
cuiled  between  the  refpective  parties. 

It  is  this  application  which  will 
conltitute  the  lubject  of  thofe  dif- 
cuffions,  into  which  his  majefty  has 
authorized  his  minilrer  to  enter,  as 
foon  as  the  principle  to  be  adopted 
as  the  general  balls  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion  is  known. 

But  his  majefty  cannot  omit  to 
declare,  that  it  this  generous  and 
equitable  offer  Ihould  not  be  accept¬ 
ed,  or  if,  unfortunately,  the  difcuf- 
lions  which  may  enfue,  fliould  fail  to 
produce  the  defired  e  fie  ft,  neither 
this  general  proportion,  nor  thole 
more  detailed  which  may  refult 
from  it,  can  he  regarded,  in  any 
caie,  as  points  agreed  upon  or  ad¬ 
mitted  by  his  majefty. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury, 
nainifter  plenipotentiary  from  his 
Britannic  majefty. 

Paris,  Oct.  24,  1796. 


No.  15. 

Extract  from  the  llcgifer  of  the 
Deliberations  of  the  Executive 
Directory. 

Paris,  5  Brurhaire ,  5  th  year  of  the 
Republic ,  one  and  indivijible. 
The  executive  directory  orders 
the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  to 


make  the  following  anfwer  to  lord 
Malmefbury. 

The  executive  dire&ory  fees  with 
pain,  that  at  the  moment  when  it 
had  reafon  to  hope  for  the  fpeeb v 
return  of  peace  between  the  French 
republic  and  his  Britannic  majefty, 
the  propolal  of  lord  Malmefbnry 
offers  nothing  but  dilatory  or  very 
diftant  means  of  bringing  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  to  a  conclufion. 

The  directory  obferves,  that  if 
lord  Malmefbury  would  have  agreed 
to  treat  feparately,  as  he  was  for¬ 
mally  authorized  by  the  tenor  of 
his  credentials,  the  negotiations 
might  have  been  confiderably  a- 
b ridged ;  that  the  neceftity  of  ba¬ 
lancing  with  the  interefts  of  the 
two  powers  thofe  of  the  allies  of 
Great  Britain,  multiplies  the  com¬ 
binations,  increafes  the  difficulties, 
tends  to  tne  formation  of  a  con- 
grefs,  the  forms  of  which,  it  is 
known,  are  always  tardy,  and  re- 
qunes  the  acccffion  of  powers 
which  hitherto  have  displayed  no 
defire  of  accommodation,  and  have 
not  given  to  lord  Malmefbury  him- 
felft  according  to  his  own  decla¬ 
ration,  any  power  to  ftipulate  for 
them. 

1  bus,  without  prejudging  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  loid  Malmefbury ;  with¬ 
out  drawing  any  conclufion  from  the 
circumllance  of  his  declaration  not 
appearing  to  accord  with  his  cre¬ 
dentials  ;  without  fuppofmg  that  he 
Las  received  any  fecret  inftrudions 
which  would  deftroy  the  effect  of  his 
oftenfihle  powers  ;  without  pretend¬ 
ing,  in  fhort,  to  affert,  that  the 
Bntifli  government  have  had  a 
aoubie  object  in  view—— >to  prevent 
by  general  proportions,  the  partial 
proportions  of  other  powers,  and  to 
obtain  from  the  people  of  England 
the  means  of  continuing  the  war, 

by 
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by  throwing  upon  the  republic  the 
odium  of  delay  occafioned  by  them- 
felves  ;  the  executive  directory  can¬ 
not  but  perceive,  that  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  lord  Malmefbury  is  nothing 
more  than  a  renewal,  under  more 
amicable  forms,  of  the  proportions 
made  haft  year  by  Mr.  Wickham, 
and  that  it  prefents  but  a  diftant 
hope  of  peace. 

The  executive  directory  farther 
obferves,  with  regard  to  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  retroceffions  advanced  by 
lord  Malmefbury,  that  inch  a  prin¬ 
ciple,  prefented  in  a  vague  and 
Rotated  manner,  cannot  ierve  as 
the  balls  of  negotiation ;  that  the 
firft  points  of  conlideration  are,  the 
common  neceffity  of  a  juft  and  fo- 
lid  peace,  the  political  equilibrium, 
which  abfolute  retroceffions  might 

O 

deftrov,  and  then  the  means  which 

%y  7 

the  belligerent  powers  may  poll'd  is 
— the  one  to  retain  coriquefts  made 
at  a  time  wiien  it  was  flip  ported  by 
n  great  numbei*  of  allies,  now  de¬ 
tached  from  the  coalition  ;  and  the 
other,  to  recover  them  at  a  time 
when  thofe  who  were  at  fir  ft  its 
enemies,  have,  aim  oft  all,  become 
either  its  allies,  or  at  leaft  neuter. 

Neverthelefs,  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory,  animated  with  an  ardent  de¬ 
fire  of  putting  a  flop  to  the  icourge 
of  war,  and  to  prove  that  they  will 
not  reject  any  means  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  declares,  that  as  fonn  as  lord 
Malmefbury  lha.il  exhibit  to  the 


difficulties  ill  all  be  removed,  as  far 
as  may  be  confiftent  with  the 
fafetv  and  dignity  of  the  French 
republic. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  L.  M.  Revexllere 
Lepeaux,  prefident. 

By  the  executive  diredory. 

(Signed)  Lagar.de,  fecretary 
general. 

A  true  copy. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs-. 

CJ 

C11.  Delacroix* 
By  the  minifter. 

The  fecretary  general, 

J.  Gilt AUDETi 


P 


No.  16. 

NOTE,. 

The  underligned  has  not  failed  t« 


tranfmit  to  his  court  the  anfwer  oil 


minifter  for  foreign  affairs  fufhcient 


powers,  from  the  allies  of  Great 
Britain,  for  fiiotdating  for  their  re- 
fpedive  interefts,  accompanied  by 
m  promile  on  their  part  to  fubfcribe* 
to  whatever  fhall  be.  concluded  in 
their  names,  the  executive  difedory 
will  haften  to  give  an  anfwer  to  the 
fpecifie  proportions  which  (hall  be 
Submitted  to  them,  and  that  the 
5 


the  executive  diredory  to  the  pro- 
pofals  which  he  was  charged  to 
make,  as  an  opening  to  a  pacific: 
negotiation. 

Co 

With  regard  to  the  offenfive  and] 
injurious  inlinuations  which  are,] 
contained  in  that  paper,  and  which | 
are  only  calculated  to  throw  new 
obftacles  in  the  wav  of  the  accom*. 

J 

modation  which  the  French  govern- j 
inent  profefies  to  delire,  the  king 
has  deemed  it  far  beneath  bis  dig- j 
nity  to  permit  an  anfwer  to  be  made 
to  them  011  his  part  in  any  manner  ’ 
what  lb  ever. 

The  progrefs  and  the  refuit  of  the 
negotiation  will  fuffieiently  prove] 
the  principles  by  which  it  will  have] 
been  directed  on  each  fide  ;  and  it  is 
neither  by  revolting  reproaches! 
wholly  deftitute  of  foundation,  noi 
by  reciprocal  invective,  that  a  fin-J 
cere  willi  to  accomplilh  the  greats 
work  of  pacification  can  be  evinced  1 

The  underfigned  pafies,  therefore, 
to  the  firft  object  of  difcuffioK 


brought 
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bvoupht  forward  in  the  anfwer*  of 
the  executive  directory  ; — that  of  a 
Ieparate  negotiation,  to  which  it  has 
been  fuppoftd,  without  the  final  left 
foundation,  that  the  nndeiiigned  was 
authorized  to  accede. 


lift 

;  full 

newer 

& 

s,  made  out  in  the 

llfu.tl 

form 

r 

him  all  neceftary 

a  a  the 

r;ty 

to  nee 

'Otiate  and  to  con- 

elude 

the 

peace' ; 

hut  thefe  powers 

prefer 

lie 

to  hiti 

1  neither  the  form, 

the  IK: 

:  tu  re 

,  nor  ti 

re  conditions  of  the 

future 

treaty. 

Upon  thei'e  points,  he  is  bound  to 
conform  himieit,  according  to  the 
long  efiabliihed  and  received  ruftom 
of  i/arope,  to  the  inftructions  which 
he  dial!  receive  from  his  court  ; 
apd  accordingly  he  did  not  fail  to 
acquaint  the  mini  Her  for  foreign 
affairs,  at  their  firft  conference,  that 
the  king  his  matter  had  expreisly 
enjoined  him  to  litlen  to  no  propo- 
fal  tending  to  ieparate  the  inter efts 
of  his  majefty  from  thole  of  his 
allies. 

There  can  be  no  queftion  then 
but  of  a  negotiation  which  fh all 

O  # 

combine  the  interelts  and  preten¬ 
tions  of  all  the  powers  who  make  a 
common  caul’e  with  the  king  in  the 
prefent  war. 

In  the  courfe  of  fuch  a  negotia- 
tion,  the  intervention,  or,  at  leaft, 
the  participation  of  thefe  powers, 
will  doubtlels  become  abfolutely 
ne  ceil  ary  ;  and  his  majefty  hopes  to 
tind  at  all  times  the  fame  difpofi- 
tions  to  treat,  upon  a  juft  and  equi¬ 
table  bafis,  of  which  his  majefty 
the  emperor  and  king,  gave  to  the 
French  government  fo  linking  a 
proof  at  the  very  moment  of  the 
opening  of  the  prefent  campaign. 

But  it  appears,  that  the  waiting 
for  a  formal  and  definitive  authority 
on  the  part  of  the  allies  of  the  king, 
before  Great  Britain  and  France 


begin  to  difcufs,  even  provifionally, 
the  principles  of  the  negotiation, 
would  be  to  c’reate  a  very  ufelels 
delay. 

J 

A  conduct  wholly  different  lias 
been  obferved  by  tliofe  two  powers 
on  alrnoft  all  fimilar  occafions  ;  and 
Ins  majefty  thinks,  that  the  heft 
proof  which  they  can  give,  at  the 
prefent  moment,  to  all  Europe,  of 
their  mutual  defire  to  put  a  flop,  as 
icon  as  poftible,  to  the  calamities  of 
war,  would  he  to  fettle,  without 
delay,  the  bafis  of  a  combined  nego- 
tiation,  inviting,  at  the  fame  time, 
their  allies  to  concur  in  it,  in  the 
manner  the  molt  proper  for  accele¬ 
rating  the  general  pacification. 

It  is  with  this  view  that  the  un- 
derfigned  was  charged  to  propofe  at 
firft,  and  at  the  very  commencement 
of  the  negotiation,  a  principle, 
which  the  generality  and  good  faith 
of  his  majefty  could  alone  dictate 
to  him — that  of  making  compenfa- 
tion  to  France,  by  proportionable 
reltitutions,  for  the  arrangements  to 
which  Hie  will  be  called  upon  to 
conl'en t,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  juft 
pretenfions  of  the  king’s  allies,  and 
to  preferve  the  political  balance  of 
Ivu  rope. 

The  executive  diredftory  has  not 
explained  itfelf  in  a  precife  manner,, 
either  as  to  the  acceptance  of  this 
principle,  or  as  to  the  changes  or 
modifications  which  it  may  delire  to 
be  made  in  it ;  nor  has  it,  m  lhort, 
propofed  any  other  principle  what¬ 
ever  to  anfwer  the  fume  ‘end. 

The  underfigned,  then,  has  orders 
to  recur  to  this  point,  and  to  demand, 
on  that  head,  a  frank  and  precife 
explanation,  in  order  to  abridge  the 
delays  which  mult  necelTarily  refult 
from  the  difficulty  of  "form  which 
has  been  ltarted  by  the  executive 
diredlory. 

He 
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He  is  authorized  to  add  to  this 
demand  the  exprefs  declaration.,  that 
Ins  majefty,  in  communicating  to 
his  auguft  allies  every  fucceffive  Hep 
which  he  may  take,  relative  to  the 
object  of  the  prefent  negotiation, 


and  in  fulfilling,  towards  t’nefe  love- 


reigns,  in  the  mod  efficacious  mao-*' 
ner,  all  the  duties  of  a  good  and 
faithful  ally,  will  omit  nothing  on 
his  part,  as  well  to  clifpofe  them  to 
•concur  in  this  negotiation*  by  the 
means  the  mod  proper  to  facilitate 
its  pragrefs,  and  infure  its  fuccefs, 
as  to  induce  them  always  to  perfid 
in  fentiments  conformable  to  the 
withes  which  he  entertains  for  the 
return  of  a  general  peace,  upon  jud, 
fionourable,  and  permanent  condi¬ 
tions. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury.. 

Paris ,  November  12,  1796. 


No.  17. 

The  underfigned  is  charged,  by 
the  executive  directory,  to  invite 
you  to  point  out,  without  the  fm ai¬ 
led  delay,  and  exprefsly,  the  objects 
•of  reciprocal  compenfation  which 


you  propose. 


He  is  moreover,  charged  to  de¬ 
mand  of  yon,  what  are  the  depo¬ 
sitions  to  treat,  on  a  jud  and  equi¬ 
table  bafis  of  which  his  mated  v 

«./ 

the  emperor  and  king,  gave  to  the 


French  government  fo  bribing  a 

<D  O 


proof  at  the  very  commencement 
of  the  campaign.  The  executive 
directory  is  unacquainted  with  it. — • 
It  was  the  emperor  and  king  who 
broke  the  arm  id  ice. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix., 
Paris,  22  Brum alrc  ( Nov.  i2,J 
5th  year  of  ike  French  Republic . 


tions  which  you  have  been  iiiflrucD 
ed  by  the  executive  diredory  to  put 
to  him.. 

The  memorial  prefen  ted  this 
morning  by  the  underfigned,  pro- 
pofes,  in  exprefs  terms,  on  the  part 
of  his  majedy  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  to  compenfate  France,  by 
proportionable  reditutions,  for  the 
arrangements  to  which  fhe  will  be 
called  upon  to  content,  in  order  to 
fatisfy  the  jud  pretenfions  of  the 
kings  allies,  and  to  preferve  the 
political  balance  of  Europe. 

Before  the  formal  acceptation  of 
this  principle,  or  the  propofal,  on 
the  part  of  the  executive  directory, 
of  fame  other  principle  which  might 
equally  ferve  as  the  bafis  of  a  nego¬ 
tiation  for  a  general  peace,  the  un¬ 
derfigned  cannot  be  authorized  to 
defignate  the  objects  of  reciprocal 
eompenfation. 

As  to  the  proof  of  the  pacific  dif- 
pofition  given  to  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  by  his  majedy,  the  emperor 
and  king,  at  the  opening  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  the  underfigned  contents 
bimfelf  with  a  reference  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words  contained  in  the  note 
of  baron  d’Egle  i  n  an  ,  011  the  4th  of 
June  lad. 

“  The  operations  of  the  war  will 1 
in  no  wife  prevent  his  imperial 
majedy  from  being  ever  ready  to 
concur,  agreeably  to  any  form  of 
negotiation  which  diall  be  adopted, 


in  concert  with  the  belligerent 


No.  isr 

The  underfigned  does  not  hefitate 
a  moment  to  .aufwer  the  two  quef- 


powers,  in  the  difeuflion  of  proper 
means  for  putting  a  flop  to  the 
farther  effufion  of  human  blood.” 

This  note  was  prefen  ted  after  the 
apmibice  was  broken. 

Malmesbury, 
Paris,  November  12,  17916. 


No.  19. 

The  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 

hi* 
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his  Britannic  majefty  requefts  the 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs  to  inform 
him,  whether  he  is  U>  cotffider  the 
official  note,  which  he  received  from 
him  yefferday  evening,  as  the  anlwer 
to  that  which  lord  Malmefbury  deli¬ 
vered  yefferday  morning  to  the 
miriiffer  for  foreign  affairs  by  order 
of  his  court.  He  applies  for  this 
information,  that  the  departure  of 
his  courier  may  not  be  unneceffarily 
delayed.  / 

Malmesbury. 

Paris ,  November  13,  1796. 

No.  20. 

The  underfigned  minifftr  for 
foreign  affairs,  declares  to  lord 
Malmefbury,  miniffer  plenipotenti¬ 
ary  from  his  Britannic  majeffy,  that 
he  is  to  coniider  the  official  note 
fent  to  him  yefferday  as  the  anlwer 
to  that  which  lord  Malmefbury  had 
addrefled  to  him  on  the  morning  of 
the  fame  day. 

Charles  Delacroix. 

23  Brumaire ,  5 th  year.  ( Novem¬ 
ber,  13,  1796.) 

No.  21. 

Lord  Malmefbury  has  juft  rec eive  d 
the  anfwer  of  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  in  which  he  declares  that  the 
official  note  which  he  lent  to  him 
yefterday  is  to  be  confidered  as  the 
anlwer  to  that  which  lord  Malmef¬ 
bury  addrefied  to  him  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  fame  day.  v 

Lord  Malmefbury  will  tranfmit 
it,  this  day,  to  his  court. 

Malmesbury. 

Paris ,  Nov.  13,  1796. 

No.  22. 

The  underfigned,  in  reply  to  vour 
fecond  note  of  yefterday,  is  ordered 
by  the  executive  directory,  to  de¬ 
clare  to  you,  that  ire  has  nothing  to 


add  to  the  anfwer  which  has  beers 
addrefled  to  you.  He  is  a  Ho  in* 
ft  riffled  to  alls  you,  whether,  on 
each  official  communication  which 
lhall  take  place  between  you  and 
him,  it  will  be  neceffary  for  you  to 
fend  a  courier  to  receive  lpecial  in* 
ftruclions  ? 

(Signed)  Charles  Delacroix. 

Paris ,  24  Brum  air e>  ( Nov.  14JL 
5 i/i  year. 


No.  23. 

The  underfigned  will  not  fail  to- 
tranfmit  to  his  court  the  note  which 
he  has  juft  received  from  the  mi- 
mfter  of  foreign  affairs.  He  declares 
like  wife,  that  he  lhall  dilpateh  cou¬ 
riers  to  his  court  as  often  as  the 
official  communications  made  £0 
him  may  require  fpecial  inftruo 
tions. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

Paris,  Nov.  14,  1796'. 


No.  24. 

N  O  T  E. 

The  court  of  London,  having  bees 
informed  of  what  has  palled  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  laft  memorial,  deli¬ 
vered,  by  its  order,  to  the  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs,  does  not  think  it 
neceffary  to  add  any  thing  to  the 
anfwer  made  by  the  underfigned 
to  the  two  queftions  which  the 
directory  thought  proper  to  addrefs 
to  him. 

That  court  waits,  therefore,  and 
with  the  greateft  anxiety,  for  an 
explanation  of  the  fentiments  of  the 
directory,  with  regard  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  it  has  propofed  as  the  bafis  of 
the  negotiation,  and  the  adoption  of 
which  appeared  to  be  the  bell  means 
of  accelerating  the  progrefs  of  a 
difcufiion  fo  important  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  fo  many  nations. 

The  underfigned  has*  in  confe¬ 
rence. 
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tptence,  received  orders  to  renew  the 
demand  of  a  trank  and  precne 
siilwer  on  this  point,  in  order  that 
liis  court  may  know,  with  certainty, 
whether  the  directory  accepts  that 
propofal,  or  deli  re's  to  make  an  y 
change  or  modifications  whatever 
in  it;  or  laftly,  whether  it  would 
with  to  propoie  any  other  principle 
that  may  promote  the  fame  end. 

Malmesbury. 

t 

Paris ,  November  26,  1796. 


No.  25. 

In  anfwer  to  the  note  delivered 
yelterday  ((5  Frimaire,  Nov.  26)  by 
lord  Majm.efbu ry,  the  underfigned 
minifter  for  foreign  atfairs  is  in- 
ft  meted  by  the  directory  to  obferve, 
that  the  anfwers  made  on  the  5t.l1 
and  2 2d  of  lalt  Brumaire,  contained 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  principle 
of  compenfation,  and  that,  in  order 
to  remove  every  pretext  tor  farther 
difeufiion  011  that  point,  the  under¬ 
filled,  in  the  name  of  the  executive 
directory,  now  makes  a  formal  and 
pofitive  declaration  of  fuch  acknow¬ 
ledgment. 

In  consequence,  lord  Malmef- 
bury  is  again  invited  to  give  a  fpeedy 
and  categorical  anfwer  to  the  pro¬ 
pofal  made  to  him  on  the  22d  of  late 
Brumaire,  and  which  was  conceived 
in  thele  terms:  “  the  underfigned 
is  inftnuffed  by  the  executive  direc¬ 
tory  to  invite  you  to  delignate, 
without  the  leaf!  delay,  and  ex- 
preisly,  the  objects  of  reciprocal 
compenfation  which  you  have  to 
propole.” 

Cit.  Delac.rotx. 

Paris,  7  Frimaire,  ( Nov .  27J 
5  th  year. 

No.  26. 

The  underfilled,  minifler  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 

•  1  '  *'  * 


in  anfwer  to  the  note  dated  this 
morning,  which  was  lent  to  him  by 
the  nun  ifier  for  foreign  affairs, 
h aliens  to  allure  him,  that  lie  will 
not  delay  a  moment  in  communi¬ 
cating  it  to  his  court,  from  which 
he  mult  neceffarily  wait  for  further 
orders,  before  be  can  explain  him- 
1  el t’  upon  the  important  points  which 
it  contains. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury, 
Paris,  2‘]t/i  November,  1796. 

No.  27. 

N  O  T  E. 

The  underfigned  is  charged  to 

Cj  Cj 

tranfmit  to  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs  the  enclofed  memorial,  con¬ 
taining  the  propofals  of  his  court, 
with  ref  peel  to  the  application  of 
the  general  principle  already  ella- 
blillied  as  the  baits  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion  for  peace. 

He  will,  with  the  utmoft  readi- 
nefs,  enter  with  that  minifter  into 
every  explanation  which  the  hate 
and  progrefs  of  the  negotiation  will 
allow,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  enter 
into  the  difeufiion  of  thefe  propo¬ 
rtions,  or  of  any  counter-project 
which  may  be  tranfmitted  to  him 
on  the  part  of  the  executive  direc¬ 
tory,  with  that  franknefs  and  that 
fpirit  of  conciliation  which  corre-1 
fpond  with  the  jult  and  pacific  in¬ 
tentions  of  his  court. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 
Paris,  December  1 7,  1 796. 

No.  28. 

Confidential  Memorial ,  on  the  priori' 
pal  Objects  of  Refutation,  Com¬ 
penfation,  and  reciprocal  Arrange¬ 
ment . 

The  principle,  already  eftablifhed 
as  the  bafis  of  negotiation,  by  the 
content  of  the  two  governments,  is 
founded  on  refutations  to  be  mad* 

b, 
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by  his  Britannic  majefty  to  France, 
in  compenfation  for  the  arrange¬ 
ments  to  which  that  power  may 
content,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  juft 
pretentions  of  the  allies  of  the  king, 
and  to  prelerve  the  political  balance 
of  Europe. 

In  order  to  accomplith  thefe  ob¬ 
jects  in  the  manner  the  moft  com¬ 
plete,  and  to  offer  a  freth  proof  of 
the  fincerity  of  his  withes  for  the 
re-eftablithment  of  general  tranquil¬ 
lity,  his  majefty  would  propofe,  that 
there  tliould  be  given  to  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  on  each  tide,  all  the  latitude 
of  which  it  may  be  fufceptible. 

I.  Ilis  majefty  demands  there¬ 
fore, 

1.  The  reftitution  to  his  majefty, 
the  emperor  and  king,  of  all  his 
dominions  on  the  footing  of  the 
flatus  ante  helium. 

2.  The  re-eftablithmeut  of  peace 
between  the  Germanic  empire  and 
France,  by  a  fuitable  arrangement 
conformable  to  the  refpedive  inte- 
refts,  and  the  general  fafety  of 
Europe.  This  arrangement  to  be 
negotiated  with  his  imperial  ma¬ 
jefty,  as  eonftitutional  head  of  the 
empire,  either  by  the  intervention 
of  the  king,  or  immediately,  as  his 
imperial  majefty  (hall  prefer. 

3.  The  evacuation  of  Italy  by  the 
French  troops,  with  an  engagement 
not  to  interfere  in  the  internal 
affairs  oi  that  country ;  which  Ihould 
■be  re-eftablilhed,  as  far  as  poftible, 
upon  the  footing  of  the  Jlatus  ante 
helium . 

In  the  eourfe  of  the  negotiation, 
a  more  detailed  difeuffion  may  be 
entered  into  of  the  further  mealures 
which  may  be  proper  to  adopt  re- 
fpefting  the  objects  of  thefe  three 
articles  in  order  to  the  providing 
more  effectually  for  the  future  fecu- 
rity  of  the  refpectiye  limits  or  pof- 
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le (lions,  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
general  tranquillity. 

II.  \\  ith  regard  to  the  other  alliet 
of  his  Britannic  majefty,  his  majefty 
demands,  that  there  be  referved  t(> 
her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the 
Ruffias,  a  full  and  unlimited  power 
of  taking  part  in  this  negotiation 
whenever  ilia  may  think  fit,  or  of 
acceding  to  the  definitive  treaty,  and 
thereby  returning  to  a  ftate  of  peace 
with  France. 

III.  His  majefty  alfo  demands* 
that  her  moft  faithful  majefty  may¬ 
be  comprehended  in  this  negotia¬ 
tion,  and  may  return  to  a  ftate  of 
peace  with  France,  without  any 
cefiion  or  burthenlbme  condition  011 
either  lide. 

IV.  On  thefe  conditions  his  ma¬ 
jefty  offers  to  France  the  entire  and 
unreferved  reftitution  of  all  the  con- 
quefis  which  he  has  made  on  that 
power  in  the  Fall  and  Weft  Indies, 
proposing  at  the  fame  time  that  a 
mutual  imderftanding  tliould  be  efta- 
bliflied  as  to  the  means  of  fecuring, 
for  the  future,  the  tranquillity  of 
the  two  nations,  and  of  confolidating, 
as  much  as  poftible,  the  advantages 
of  their  refpeClive  pofieffions.  His 
majefty  offers,  in  like  manner,  the 
reftitution  of  the  iftands  of  St;  Pierre 
and  Miquelon,  and  of  the  fifhery  of 
Newfoundland,  on  the  footing  of  the 
Jlatus  ante  helium. 

But  if,  in  addition  to  this,  his 
majefty  were  to  wave  the  right 
given  to  him  by  the  exprefs  ftipu- 
lations  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  of 
oppofing  the  c  eft  ion  of  the  Spanifti 
part  of  St.  Domingo  to  France,  his 
majefty  would  then  demand,  in  re¬ 
turn  for  this  conceflion,  a  compenfa¬ 
tion,  which  might  fecitre,  at  Ieair  in 
fome  degree,  the  maintenance  of  th^ 
balance  of  the  rei pefttive  pofteftionfe 
ui  that  part  of  the  world. 


V.  In 
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V.  In  all  the  cafes  of  ceffions  or 
restitutions  which  may  come  in 
queftion  in  the  courfe  of  this  nego¬ 
tiation  there  Should  be  granted  on 
each  fide  to  all  individuals  the  rad  lit 
unlimited  right  to  withdraw  with 
their  families  and  their  property, 
and  to  fell  their  land  and  other  im¬ 
movable  poffellions  ;  atul  adequate 
arrangements  Should  be  alfo  made, 
in  the  courfe  of  this  negotiation,  for 
the  removal  of  all  iequeftratians, 
and  for  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  juft 
claims,  which  individuals  on  either 
Side  may  have  to  make  upon  the  rc- 
fpe&ive  governments. 

(Signed)  Malmesbuuy. 

No.  -29. 

Confidential  Memorial  on  the  Peace 
with  Spain  and  Holland. 

The  allies  of  France  not  having 
hitherto  expreiied  any  defire  or  dii- 
pofition  to  treat  with  the  king,  his 
majefty  might  have  forborne  to 
enter  into  any  detail  on  their  ac¬ 
count;  but  m  ol  der  to  avoid  any 
delays  prejudicial  to  the  great  ob¬ 
ject  which  the  king  has  in  view, 
and  to  accelerate  the  work  of  a 
general  peace,  his  majefty  will  not 
re  tide  to  explain  himfeif  in  the  full 
inltanee  on  the  points  which  concern 
thofe  powers.  Il  then  the  catholic 
king  Should  defire  to  be  compre¬ 
hended  in  this  negotiation,  or  to  be 
allowed  to  accede  to  the  definitive 
treaty,  this  would  meet  with  no 
obstacle  on  the  part  of  his  majefty. 
Nothing  having  hitherto  been  con- 
quered  by  either  of  the  two  fove- 
xeigns  from  the  other,  no  other 
point  could,  at  the  prefent  moment, 
come  into  quefficn  but  that  of  the 
je-eftabiifhment  of  peace,  hmply, 
and  without  any  restitution  or  com¬ 
pensation  whatever,  except  Such  as 
might  polhbly  refult  from  the  appli¬ 


cation  of  the  principle  declared  a 
the  end  of  the  fourth  article  of  tli 
memorial  already  delivered  to  th 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs. 

But  if,  during  the  negotiation, 
any  alteration  Should  take  place  ii 
the  State  of  things  iri  this  refpeft; 
it  will  then  be  proper  to  agree  upoi 
the  restitution  and  compensations  t< 
be  made  on  each  Side. 

With  regard  to  the  republic  o 
the  United  Provinces,  his  Britannii 
majefty,  and  his  allies,  find  them 
Selves  too  nearly  interested  in  tin 
political  Situation  of  thofe  provinces' 
to  be  able  to  confent,  in  her  favour 
to  the  re-eftablilhment  of  the  Jtatu . 
ante  helium ,  as  with  refpeft  to  ter 
ri  to  rial  polfeffions,  unleis  France 
could,  on  her  part,  reinftate  them 
m  all  refpefts,  in  the  fame  politics 
Situation  in  which  they  ftood  beforrl 
the  war. 

If,  at  leaft,  it  were  poffible  to  re- 
efftibliSh  in  thofe  provinces,  agreea- 
bly  to  what  is  believed  to  be  the, 
v/ifh  of  a  great  majority  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  their  ancient  conffitutioc 
and  form  of  government,  -his  majefty  j 
might  then  be  difpofed  to  relax,  in 
their  favour,  from  a  very  consider¬ 
able  part  of  the  conditions  on  which 
the  prefent  State  of  tilings  oblige^ 
him  to  inlift. 

But  if  on  the  contrary,  it  is  with 
the  republic  of  Holland,  in  its  pre¬ 
fent  State,  that  their  Britannic  and 
Imperial  majesties  will  have  to 
treat,  they  will  feel  themfelves 
obliged  to  Seek  in  territorial  acqui¬ 
sitions,  thofe  compensations  and  that 
Security  which  Such  a  State  of  things 
will  have  rendered  indifpenfable  to 
them. 

Restitutions  of  any  kind,  in  favour 
of  Holland,  could  in  that  cafe  be 
admitted  in  fo  far  only  as  they  Shall 
bs  compenfated  by  arrangements 

calculated 
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calculated  to  contribute  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands. 
The  means  of  accompiifhing  this 
object  will  be  found  in'  the  ceffions 
which  France  has  exacted  in  her 
treaty  of  peace  with  Holland,  and 
the  pofieflion  of  which,  by  that 
power,  would,  in  any  cafe,  be  abfo- 
lutely  incompatible  with  the  fecurity 
of  die  Auftrian  Netherlands,  in  the 
hands  of  his  imperial  majefty. 

It  is  on  ihefe  principles  that  his 
Britannic  majefty  would  be  ready 
to  treat  tor  the  re-eftablilhnient  of 
peace  with  the  republic  of  Holland 
in  its  prefent  date,— The  details  of 
fuch  a  difcuifion  mutt  neceilarily 
lead  to  the  con  liberation  of  what 
would  be  due  to  the  interefts  and 
the  rights  of  the  houfe  of  Orange. 


in  the  event,  be  very  different  from 
what  I  fhall  hear  when  he  fpeaks  to 
mein  their  name;  yet,  as  it  is  impof- 
fible  they  fhould  not  nearly  conjee- 
tin  e  the  nature  of  the  overtures  I 
fhould  make,  and  of  courfe  be  pre¬ 
pared  in  fome  degree  for  them,  it  is 
material  that  your  lordfhip  fhould 
be  accurately  acquainted  with  the 
firft  impreflions  they  appear  to 
make  on  M.  Delacroix. 

I  piefaced  what  I  had  to  comniu® 
nicate  with  faying,  that  1  now  came 
authorized  to  enter  with  him  into 
deliberation  upon  one  of  the  molt 
important  fnbjedts  that  perhaps  ever 
was  brought  into  difcuifion  that,' 1 
as  its  magnitude  forbade  all  Jinejc] 
excluded  all  prevarication,  lufpended 
all  prejudices;  and,  that,  as  I  had 


No.  30. 

Paris,  Dec.  20,  1 796. 
My  Loud, 

Mr.  Ellis  returned  here  from 
London  on  Thurfday  laft  the  15th 
inftant,  at  five  P.  j\f.  and  delivered 
to  me  the  difpatches,  No.  11  and 
I2>  with  which  he  was  charged  by 
your  lordfhip. 

Although  nothing  can  be  clearer, 
more  ably  drawn  up,  or  more  fatis- 
factory  than  the  i n ft r unions  they 
contain,  yet  as  it  was  of  the  lafl  im¬ 
portance  that  I  fhould  be  completely 
maker  of  the  fubject  before  I  law  the 
Jrench  minifter,  I  delayed  afking 
tor  a  conference  till  late  on  Friday 
evening,  with  a  view  that  it  fhould 
jwt  take  place  till  Saturday  njorn- 

A  vr  aPP°twte^  the  hour  of  eleven 
■  •  M.  on  that  day,  and  it  was  near 
mie  before  we  parted.  Although 

at  is  faid  by  M.  Delacroix,  be- 
c°mmunicated  with  the 
ory,  cannot  be  confidered  as 
wwially  binding,  and  probably  may, 
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1C  m  command  to  lpeak  and  a<f  with 
freedom  and  truth,  I  expected  that 
he,  on  his  part"'  would  confider  thefe 
as  the  only  means  which  could  or 
ought  to  be  employed,  if  he  wifhed 
to  fee  a  negotiation,  in  which  the 
happinefs  ot  millions  was  involved, 
terminate  fuccefsfully.  That,  for 
greatei  piecifion,  and  with  a  view 
to  be  clearly  underftood  in  what  I 
was  about  to  propofe,  I  would  give 
him  a  confidential  memorial,  ac¬ 
companied  by  an  official  note,  both 
which,  when  he  had  perufed  them, 
would  fpeak  for  themfeives.  The 
memoiial  contained  the  conditions, 
on  the  accomplifhment  of  which  his 

majefty  confidered  the  relloration  of 
peace  to  depend. — The  note  was 
expreffive  of  his  majefty  s  readinefs 
to  enter  into  any  explanation  re¬ 
quired  by  the  directory  on  the  fub- 
jeft ;  or  to  receive  any  centre  fvojct, 
refting  on  thfi  fame  bafis,  which  the 
directory  might  be  difpofed  to  give 
in.  That,  moreover,  I  did  not  hefi- 
tate  declaring  to  him,  in  conformity 
to  the  principles  which  I  had  laid 

*  Q  ■  dowe* 
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down,  and  from  which  I  certainly 
never  Humid  depart  at  any  period 
of  the  negotiation,  that  I  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  anfwer  any  queftions,  ex¬ 
plain  and  elucidate  any  points  on  <- 
which  it  was  poffible  to  forefee  that  < 
doubts  or  mifconceptions  could  arife 
on  the  confideration  of  thel'e  papers. 
And  having  laid  thus  much,  l  had 
only  to  remark,  that  I  believed,  in 
no  limilar  negotiation  which  had 
ever  taken  place,  any  minifter  was 
authorized  in  the  firlt  i'nftance,  to 
go  fo  fully  into  the  di  feu  Hi  on  as  I 
now  was. — rThat  I  was  fine,  neither 
the  truth  of  this  remark,  nor  the 
man i felt  conclulion  to  be  drawn 
from  it,  would  efcape  M.  Pelacroix’s 
obfervation. 

I  then  put  the  two  papers  into 
his  hands.  He  began  by  reading 
the  note,  on  which,  of  courje,  he 
could  only  exprefs  fatis  faction.— 
After  perufing  the  confidential  me¬ 
morial  with  all  the  attention  it 
deferred,  he,  after  a  lhort  paufe, 
laid,  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
liable  to  inCurmountablg  objections  ; 
that  it  feemed  to  him  to  require 
much  more  than  it  conceded,  and, 
in  the  event,  not  to  leave  France 
in  a  fituation  of  proportional  great- 
jiefs  to  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 
He  fa  id,  the  a&  of  their  eonftitu- 
tion,  according  to  the  mamuu;  h£ 
which  it  was  interpreted  by  the  befi 
puhlicijh,  (and  this  phrafe  is  worthy 
remark)  made  it  iuipofiible  for  the 
republic  to  .do  what  we  required. 
The  Auftrian  Netherlands  were  an¬ 
nexed  to  it ;  they  could  not  be  dif- 
pofed  of  without  Hinging  the.  nation 
into  all  the  confufion  which  muft 
follow  a  convocation  of  the  primary 
aHembiies ;  and  he  laid,  he  was 
rather  furprifed  that  Great  ^Britain 
(hould  bring  this  forward  as  the 
governing  condition  of  the  treaty, 
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lince  he  thought  he  had,  in  fome  of 
our  late  conventions,  fully  explain¬ 
ed  the  nature  of  their  conftitution 
to  me.  I  replied,  that  every  thing 
Ihad  heard  from  him  on  this  point 
‘j&as  perfectly  in  my  recollection, 
as  it  probably  was  in  his ;  that  . 
though  I  had  liltened  to  him  with 
that  attention  1  always  afforded  to 
every  thing  he  laid,  yet  I  had  never 
made  him  any  fort  of  reply,  and 
had  neither  admitted  nor  contro¬ 
verted  this  opinion ;  that  although 
I  believed  I  could  ealily  difprove  this 
opinion  from  the  fpirit  of  the  French 
conftitution  itfelf,  yet  the  difeuflion 
of  that  conftitution  was  perfectly 
foreign  to  the  object  of  my  million  ; 
lince,  even  allowing  his  two  por¬ 
tions,.  viz.  that  the  retrocellion  of  ; 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands  was  in- 
compatible  with  their  laws,  and 
that  we  ought  to  have  known  that  j 
beforehand,  yet  that  there  exifted  a  j 
droit  public  in  Europe  paramount  , 
to  any  droit  public  they  might  think 
proper  to  efiablifli  within  their  own  j 
dominions  ;  and  that  if  their  conlti- 
tution  was  publicly  known,  the  trea-  ; 
ties  exifting  between  his  majelty 
and  the  emperor  were  at  leaf!  equally  j 
public  ;  and  in  thefe  it  was  clearly  j 
and  dil'tinfftly  announced,  that  the 
contracting  parties  reciprocally  pro¬ 
mile  not  to  lay  down  their  arms 
without  the  reftitution  of  all  the  do¬ 
minions,  territories,  &c.  which  may 
lnive  belonged  to  either  of  them 
before  the  war.  That  the  date  of 
this  ftipulation  was  previous  to  their 
annexing  the  Auftrian  Netherlands 
to  J7 ranee  ;  and  the  notoriety  ofl 
this  ought,  at  the  very  moment  j 
when  they  had  pafled  that  law,  to,  1 
have  convinced  them,  that,  if  a-.*  1 
hered  to,  it  mull  prove  an. infur-. j 
mountable  obftacle  to  peace.  I  | 
plied  his.  maxim  to  the  VVeft^h^8 
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iflands,  and  to  the  fettlements  in 
the  Eaft  indies;  and  afked  him, 
■whether  it  was  expected  that  we 
were  to  wave  our  right  of  polleffion, 
and  bp  required  ftill  to  cfonfider 
them  as  integral  parts  of  the  French 
republic  which  muft  be  reftored,  and 
on  which  no  value  was  to  be  let  in 
the  balance  of  compenfation  ?  1  alio 
itated  the  p nibble  cafe  of  France 
having  loft  part  of  what  lire  deemed 
her  integral  dominions,  inftead  of 
having  added  to  them,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war;  and  whether  then,  un¬ 
der  the  apprelienfion  of  ftill  greater 
Ioffes,  the  government,  as  it  was 
now  computed,  lliould  conlider  itfelf 
as  not  veiled  with  powers  fuftcient 
to  lave  their  country  from  the  im¬ 
pending  danger,  by  making  peace 
on  the  condition  of  faCriHcing  a 
portion  of  their  dominions  to  lave 
the  remainder?  M.  Delacroix  laid, 
this  was  Hating  a  cafe  of  neceftity, 
and  fuch  a  mode  of  reafoning  did 
not  attach  to  the  prefent  circum- 
fiances.  I  readily  admitted  the  firft 
part  of  this  proportion,  but  con¬ 
tended,  that  if  the  power  exifted  in 
a  cafe  of  neceftity,  it  equally  exifted 
in  all  others,  and  particularly  in  the 
cafe  before  113,  fmce  he  himfelf  bad 
repeatedly  told  me  that  peace  was 
what  this  country  and  its  govern¬ 
ment  wilhed  for,  and  even  wanted. 

M.  Delacroix,  in  reply,  Ihifted 
his  ground,  and,  by  a  l'tring  of  ar¬ 
guments  founded  on  premiles  cal¬ 
culated  for  this  purpofe,  attempted 
to  prove,  that,  from  the  relative 
fituation  of  the  adjacent  countries, 
the  prefent  government  of  France 
would  be  reprehenlible  in  the  ex¬ 
treme,  and  deferve  impeachment, 
if  they  ever  fullered  the  Netherlands 
to  be  feparated  from  their  domini¬ 
ons  ;  that  by  the  partition  of  Poland, 
puflfia,  Auftria.  and  Prufta,  kad 
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increafed  their  1  power  to  a  moft 
formidable  degree;  that  England, 
by  its  conquefts,  and  by  the  activity 
and  judgment  with  which  it  go¬ 
verned  its  colonies,  had  redoubled 
its  ltrength, — Your  Indian  empire 
alone,  laid  M.  Delacroix,  with  " 
vehemence,  has  enabled  you  to 
lublidize  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
againit  us  ;  and  your  monopoly  of 
trade  has  put  you  in  poftefton  of.  a 
fund  of  inexhauftible  wealth.  Ilis 
words  were,  “  Voire  empire  dans 
f hide  toils  a  foi.fr/ii les  rnoyens 
de  falarier  toutes  les  puifances  de 
V Europe  contre  nous  ;  et  vous  avez 
accapare  le  commerce  de  mauicre  que 
tonics  les  richejjes  du  monde  Je  ver- 
Jhit  dans  vos  cofffesV 

From  the  neceftity  that  France 
fhould  keep  the  Netherlands  and 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  for  the 
purpofe  of  preferving  its  relative 
lituation  in  Europe,  lie  palled  to  the 
advantages  which  he  contended 
would  refuit  to  the  other  powers, 
by  fuch  an  addition  to  the  French 
dominions.  Belgium  (to  ufe  his 
words),  by  belonging  to  France, 
would  remove  what  had  been  the 
fource  of  all  wars  for  two  centuries 
paft  ;  and  the  Rhine,  being  the 
natural  boundary  of  Fradjte,  would 
enfure  the  tranquillity  ’of  Europe 
for  two  centuries  to  come.  I  did 
not  feel  it  neceftary  to  combat  this 
prepolterous  doctrine;  1  contented 
myfelf  wdth  reminding  him  of  what 
he  had  faid  to  me  in  one  of  our 
laft  conferences,  when  he  made  a 
comparifon  of  the  weaknefs  of 
France  under  its  monarchs,  and  its 
ftrength  and  vigour  under  its  re¬ 
publican  form  of  government — 

“  Nous  ne  fommes  plus  dans  la  de¬ 
crepitude  de  la  France  monarchique , 
mais  dans  touts  la  force  d’une  repub - 
lique  ado lef cent ef  was  his  expref- 
*  Q  2  ftos  5 
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fion ;  and  1  inferred  from  this,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  own  reaioning,  that 
the  force  and  power  France  had 
acquired  by  its  change  of  govern¬ 
ment,  was  much  greater  than  it 

'could  derive  from*  any  acquifition 
of  territory  ;  and  that  it  followed, 
if  France,  when  under  a  regal  form 
of  government,  was  a  very  juft  and 
eonftant  objeA  of  attention,  not  to 
fa.y  of  jealoufv,  to  the  other  powers 
of  .Europe,  France  (admitting  his 
axiom)  was  a  much  more  reafon- 
able  objed  of  jealoufy  and  attention 
under  its  prefent  conftitution  than 
it  ever  had  yet  been,  and  that  no 
addition  to  its  dominions  could  be 
feen  by  its  neighbours  but  under 
impreflions  of  alarm  tor  their  own 
future  fafety,  and  for  the  general 
tranquillity  of  Europe.  M.  Dela¬ 
croix's  anfwer  to  this  was  fo  re¬ 
markable,  that  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
infert  it,  in  what  1  believe  to  be 
nearly  his  own  words  : — “  Dans  le 
terns  revolutidnnaire  tout  ce  que  vous 
elites,  my  Lord ,  etoit  vrai — rien 
ii'egaloit  notre  puijjdnce  ;  mais  ce 
tents  iiexijle  plus.  Nous  ne  pouvons 

-  plus  lexer  la  nation  cn  majje ,  pour 
Toler  an  fecours  de  la  patrie  cn 
danger.  Nous  ne  pouvons  pins  en¬ 
gager  nos  concitoyens  d  ouvrir  leurs 
bourfes  pour  les  verfer  dans  le  trefor 
national ,  tt  de  Je  priver  me  me  du 
nee e {fair e  pour  le  bien  de  la  chofe 
publique.”— And  he  ended  by  faying, 
that  the  French  republic,  when  at 
pe  ace,  neceffarily  muft  become  the 
moll  quiet  and  pacific  power  in 
Europe.  I  only  obferved,  .that  ip 
this  cafe  the  paffage  of  the  republic 
from  youth  to  decrepitude  had  been 
very  iudden  ;  but  that  ft  ill  1  never 
could  admit  that  it  could  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  indifference  to  its  neighbours, 
much  lefs  of  nec  diary  fecurity  to 

-  to  acquire  inch  a  very  ex  ten- 


five  addition  to  its  frontiers  as  that 
he  had  hinted  at. 

This  led  INI.  Delacroix  to  talk,  of 
offering  an  equivalent  to  the  em¬ 
peror  For  the  Auftrian  .Netherlands : 
and  it  was  to  be  found,  according  t» 
his  plan,  in  the  fecularization  ot  the 
three  ecclefiaftical  electorates,  and 
feveral  bilhopricks  in  Germany  and 
in  Italy. 

He  talked  upon  this  fubjed  as 
one  very  familiar  to  him,  and  on 
which  his  thoughts  had  been  fre¬ 
quently  employed. 

He  fpoke  of  making  new  elec¬ 
tors,  and  named,  probably  with  a 
view  to  render  his  lcheme  more 
palatable,  the  ftadtbolder,  and  the 
dukes  of  Brunfwick  and  Wurtem- 
berg,  as  perfons  proper  to  replace 

the  three  ecclefiaftical  electors, 

r . 

which  were  to  be  reformed. 

It  would  be  making  an  ill  life  ol 
your  lordfhip’s  time,  to  endeavour 
to  repeat  to  you  all  he  faid  on  this 
i’ubjed  ;  it  went  in  fubftance  (as  he 
himfelf  confefl’ed)  to  the  total  lub-j 
verlion  of  the  prefent  conftitution 
of  the  Germanic  body;  and  as  it  j 
militated  directly  againit  the  prin¬ 
ciple  which  both  his  majefty  and 
the  emperor  laid  down  lo  diftinctlyj 
as  the  balis  of  the  peace  to  be  made! 
for  the  empire,  I  contented  myfelfi 
with  reminding  him  of  this  circuni- 
ftance,  particularly  as  it  is  impoftible  ; 
to  difeufs  this  point  with  any  pro-1 
priety  till  his  imperial  majefty  be-  j 
comes  a  party  to  the  negotiation,  j 
I  took  this  opportunity  of  hinting,! 
that  if,  on  all  the  other  points, :l 
France  agreed  to  the  prcpofals  now  | 
made,  it  would  not  Joe  impoftible  j 
that  fome  increafe  q!  territory  j 
might  be  ceded  to  her  on  the  Ger-I 
manic  fide  of  her  frontiers,  and  that  I 
tb is,  in  addition  to  the  duchy  of  ! 
Savoy,  Nice,  and  Avignon,  would  j 
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be  a  very  great  acquilition  of 
itrength  and  power.  M.  Delacroix 
here  again  reverted  to  the  con¬ 
futation,-  and  laid  that  thefe  coun¬ 
tries  were  already  conilitutionaily 
annexed  to  France.  I  replied,  that 
it  was  impoffible,  in  the  negotiation 
which  we  were  beginning,  for  the 
other  powers  to  take  it  up  from  any 
period  but  that  which  immediately 
preceded  the  war,  and  that  any 
acquilition  or  diminution  of  territory 
which  had  taken  place  among  the 
belligerent  powers  iince  itfirit  broke 
out,  mutt  neccffkrily  become  fubje/t 
matter  for  negotiation,  and  be  ba¬ 
lanced  agairdt  each  other  in  the  final 
arrangement  of  a  general  peace. 
You  then  perfilt,  laid  M.  Delacroix, 
in  applying  this  principle  to  Bel¬ 
gium  ?  I  anfvvered,  molt  certainly ; 
and  1  llionld  not  deal  fairly  with  you; 
if  I  hefitated  to  declare,  in  the  outfet 
of  our  negotiation,  that  on  this  point 
you  mult  entertain  no  expectation 
that  his  majelty  will  relax,  or  ever 
confent  to  lee  the  Netherlands  re¬ 
main  a  part  of  France. 

M.  Delacroix  replied,  he  faw  no 
prolpeCt  in  this  cafe  of  our  ideas 
ever  meeting,  and  lie  defpaired  of 
the  luccefs  of  our  negotiation.  lie 
returned  again,  however,  to  his 
idea  of  a  poffible  equivalent  to  be 
found  for  the  emperor;  but  as  all 
he  pro, poled  was  the  alienation  or 
the  diimemberment  of  countries 
not  belonging  to  France  even  by 
con que ft,  1  did  not  conlider  it  as 
deferving  attention  ;  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  worth  repeating  to  your 
[ordlhip. 

I  need  not  obferve  that  all  the 
equivalents  propofeef,  however  in¬ 
adequate.  to  the  exchange,  were 
offered  as  a  return  for  our  confent 
that  the  Netherlands  ihould  remain 
a  p^rt  of  France  ;  of  courfe,  the  ad- 
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mining  them  in  any  lhape,  would 
have  been  in  direct  contradiction  to 
my  iiiltrilCtions. 

M.  Delacroix  touched  very  night¬ 
ly  on  Italy  :  and  the  courfe  of  our 
converfation  did  not  bring  this  part 
ol  the  iubjeift  more  into  difcullioh. 

1  mult  add,  that  whenever  I 
mentioned  the  reftoration  of  the 
Netherlands  to  the  emperor,  J  al¬ 
ways  took  care  it  Ihould  be  under¬ 
lined  that  tliele  were  to  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  luch  further  cellions  as 
ihould  form  a  competent  line  of 
defence,  and  that  France  could  not 
be  permitted  to  keep  poflellion  of 
all  the  intermediate  country  to  the 
Ilhine  ;  and  1  particularly  dwelt  on 
this  point,  when  I  held  out  the 
polfibility  of  admitting  an  extenfion 
of  the  limits  of  France  on  the  fide 
of  Germany.  But  as  the  French 
mini  iter  no  lefs  ftrenuoully  oppol’ed 
the  reftitution  of  the  Netherlands  to 
the  emperor  than  I  tenacioufly  in¬ 
filled  upon  it,  the  further  extenfion 
of  my  claim  could  not  of  courfe 
become  a  fubject  of  argument. 

1  believe  I  have  now,  with  a  to¬ 
lerable  degree  of  accuracy,  informed 
your  lordlhip  of  all  that  the  French 
\minifter  laid,  on  my  opening  myfelf 
to  him  on  that  part  of  my  i  nit  ruc¬ 
tions  which  more  immediately  re¬ 
lates  to  peace  between  Great  Britain, 
his  imperial  majelty,  and  France. 
It  remains  with  me  to  inform  your 
lordlhip  what  palled  between  us  on 
the  iubject  of  our  reltyctive  allies. 

On  the  articles  referring  a  right 
to  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg,  and 
to  that  ol  Lilbou,  to  accede  to  the 
treaty  of  peace  on  the  ftri&  ftaius 
ante  helium,  the  French  minilter 
made  no  other  remark'  than  by 
mentioning  the  allies  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  and  by  inquiring  whether  I  was. 
prepared  to  fay  any  thing  relative 
*  Q  3  -  u 
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to  their  interefts.,  which  certainly 
the  republic  could  never/abandon. 
This  afforded  me  the  opportunity  of 
giving  in  the  confidential  memorial 
1).  relative  to  Spain  and  Holland  ; 
and  1,  prefaced  it  by  repeating  to 
him  the  iubftance  of  the  firft  part  of 
your  lordilnp’s,  No,  12. 

Although  I  had  touched  upon 
the  fu eject  of  the  Spamfn  part  of 
St.  Domingo,  when  1  had  been 
ipeaking  to  M.  Delacroix  on  the 
peace  with  France,  yet,  as  it  did 
not  become  a  matter  of  difcuffion 
between  us  till  I  came  to  mention 
the  peace  with  Spain,  I  thought  it 
better  to  place  all  that  pulled  on  the 
fubject  in  this  part  of  my  difpatch  ; 
it  was  the,  only  point  on  which  he 
entered  ;  but  1  by  no  means  infer, 
from  his  not  bringing  forward  fome 
claims  for  Spain,  that  we  are  not  to 
hear  of  any  in  the  courfe  of  the 
negotiation;  on  the  contrary,  1  have 
little  doubt  that  many,  and  moft  of 
them  in  mmiffible,  will  be  made  be¬ 
fore  it  cun  end.  He,  however,  was 
blent  on  them  at  this  moment,  and 
confined  all  he  had  to  lay  to  com¬ 
bating  the  idea  that  Spain  was 
bound  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  not 
to  alienate  her  poifefiions  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  1  had  the  article  copied  in  my 
pocket,  and  I  read  it  to  him.  lie 
confefTed  it  was  clear  and  explicit, 
but  that  circumftances  had  lo  ma¬ 
terially  altered  fince  the  year  1710, 
that  engagements  made  1  hen,  ought 
not  to  be  confidered  us  in  force  now. 
I  laid  that  the  fpirit  of  the  article 
itlelf  went  to  provide  for  diftaht 
contingencies,  not  for  what  was 
expected  to  happen  at  or  near  the 
time  when  the  treaty  was  made, 
and  that  it  was  bec.tufe  the  altera¬ 
tion  of  circumftan:  es  he  alluded  to 
was  foreieen  as  poffiole,  that  the 
cLiufe  was  inferted ;  and  that  if 


Spain  paid  any  regard  to  the  faith 
of  treaties,  fhe  mu  ft  confider  herlelf 
as  no  lei's  ftriClly  bound  by  this 
claufe  now,  than  at  the  moment 
when  it  was  drawn  up.  I  went  on 
by  faying  that  it  did  not,  however, 
appear  quite  impoffible  that  this 
point  might  be  fettled  without  much 
difficulty  ;  and  that  means  might 
he  deviled  that  his  catholic  majefty 
Ih.ould  not  break  iiis  faith,  and  both 
England  and  France  be  equally  fa- 
tisfied.  I  then  held  out  to  him,  hut 
in  general  terms,  that  either  Spain 
might  regain  her  poffeffion  of  St. 
Domingo,  by  making  fome  confider- 
able  ceftion  to  Great  Britain  and. 
France,  as  the  price  of  peace  ;  or 
that,  in  return  lor  leaving  the  whole 
of  St.  Domingo  to  France,  we  fhould 
retain  either  jVJartinico,  or  St.  Lucia 
and  Tobago.  M.  Delacroix  liftened 
with  a  degree  of  attention  to  thefe 
propolals  ;  but  he  was  fearful  of 
committing 'himfelf  by  any  expref- 
lion  of  approbation,  and  he  difrniffed 
the  fubject  of  the  court  of  Madrid, 
by  obl’erving,  that  France  never 
would  forfake  the  intereit  of  its 
allies. 

Our  converfation  on  thofe  of  its 
other  ally,  Holland,  was  much  lon¬ 
ger,  as  the  wording  of  the  memorial* 
inevitably  led  at  once  deep  into  the 
lubject. 

M.  Delacroix  affeCted  to  treat; 
any  deviation  from  the  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  between  France 
and  that  country,  or  any  re  ft  ora- 
tion  of  territories  acquired  under 
that  treaty  to  France,  as  quite  im¬ 
practicable.  He  treated  as  equally 
impracticable  any  attempt  at  re- 
ftoring  the  ancient  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  thefeven  United  Provinces, 
He  talked  with  an  air  of  triumph  of. 
the  ettablilhment  of  a  national  con¬ 
vention  at  the  Hague ;  and,  with 

Y  v  an- 
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an  affc&ation  of  feeling,  that  by  it 
the  caul’e  of  freedom  had  extended 
itfelf  over  inch  a  large  number  of 
people.  He,  however,  was  ready 
to  confefs,  that,  from  the  great 
Idles  the  Dutch  republic  had  lul- 
tained  in  its  colonies,  and  particu¬ 
larly  from  the  weak  manner  in 
which  they  had  defended  them,  it 
could  not  be  expected  that,  his  ma- 
jefty  would  content  to  a  full  and 
complete  recitation  of  them,  and 
that  it  was  reafonable  that  fome 
/hould  be  facrificed  ;  and  be  afked 
me  if  I  could  inform  him,  how  far 
our  views  extended  on  this  point? 
I  faid  I  had  realbn  to  believe  that 
what  his  majelty  would  require 
would  be  pofiellions  and  fettlements 
which  would  not  add  either  to  the 
power  or  wealth  of  our  Indian  do¬ 
minions,  but  only  tend  to  fecure  to 
us  their  fafe  and  unmolefted  pofi’ef- 
fion.  You  mean  by  this,  faid  M, 
Delacroix,  the  Cape  and  Trinco- 
male.  I  faid  they  certainly  came 
under  that  defcription,  and  I  law 
little  profpect  of  their  being  reftored 
to  the  Dutch.  hi.  Delacroix 
launched  forth  on  this  into  a  molt 
laboured  d  i  fife  rtat  ion  on  the  value  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  he 
did  not  coni! der  at  all  as  a  port  de 
rcldche,  but  as  a  polfellion  which,  in 
our  hands,  would  become  one  of  the 
moft  fertile  and  moft  productive 
colonies  in  the  eatt ;  and,  according 
to  his  eftimation  of  it,  he  did  not 
icruple  to  alfert  that  it  would  ulti¬ 
mately  be  an  acquisition  of  intinitely 
greater  importance  to  England  than 
that  of  the  Netherlands  to  France  ; 
and,  if  acquicfced  in,  Ihould  be  reck¬ 
oned  as  a  full  and  ample  compenfa- 
tion  for  them.  He  added,  if  you 
are  matters  of  the  Cape  and  Trin- 
comale,  we  (hall  hold  all  our  fettle- 
ineiits  in  India,  and  the  lllands  of 


France  and  Bourbon,  entirely  at  the 
tenure  of  your  will  and  pleafure  : 
they  will  be  oar?  only  as  long  as  you 
choofe  we  (hould  retain  them.  You 
will  be  lole  mailers  in  India,  and 
we  (hall  be.  entirely  dependent  upon 
you.  1  repeated  to  him,  that  it 
was  as  means  of  defence,  not  of 
offence,  that  thefe  polfedions  would 
be  indited  on  ;  and  that  if  the  mat¬ 
ter  was  fairly  and  difpadionately 
di feuded,  he  would  find  that  they 
afforded  us  a  great  additional  fecu- 
rity,  but  no  additional  power  of 
attack,  even  if  we  were  difpofed  to 
difturb  the  peace  of  that  part  of  the 
world.  If  thefe,  and  perhaps  l'ome 
few  other  not  very  material  fettle¬ 
ments  belonging  to  the  Dutch,  were 
to  be  infilled  upon,  and  if  he  would 
be  pleaied  to  enumerate  ail,  we 
(hould  ftill  have  to  reltore  to  them, 
while  they  had  nothing  to  reftore  to 
England,  it  was  impoffible  not  Ao 
confider  the  terms  on  which  his 
majelty  propofed  peace  to  Holland, 
as  generous  and  liberal. 

M.  Delacroix  was  not  at  all  dif¬ 
pofed  to  agree  with  me  on  this 
point;  and  faid,  Holland,  Itripped 
of  thefe  po Hellions,  would  be  ruined. 
He  then  held  out,  but  as  if  the  idea, 
had  juft  croffed  his  mind,  the  pel'¬ 
ll  bil;  tv  of  indemnifying  the  Dutch 
for  their  Idles  in  India,  by  giving 
them  a  tract  of  territory  towards  the 
Meufe,  (I  could  not  find  out  whether 
he  meant  Aix  la  Chapelle,  Fiege,  or 
the  countries  of  Juliers  and  Berg) 
and  hinted,  that  if  this  was  not  tq 
be  done,  an  additional  fugar  bland 
might,  perhaps,  be  ceded  to  the 
Dutch  republic.  I  told  him  all 
this  might  become  a  fubjeft  of  fu¬ 
ture  difeuffion,  and  I  conceived,  that 
if  we  could  agree  upon  the  more 
elTential  points,  the  treaty  would  not 
break  off  on  thefe  fecondary  con- 
*  Q  4  liderafions. 
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([derations.  Our  conversation  had 
now  been  extremely  long,  and  M. 
l)elacroix  ended  by  faying,  that 
although  he  had  taken  upon  him  fell' 
to  enter  with  me  thus  far  upon  the 
fubjeel,  yet  I  mutt  not  conlider  any 
thing  he  laid  as  binding,  or  as 
pledging  the  republic,  till  fuch  time 
as  he  had  laid  the  papers  1  had 
given  him  before  the  directory  ;  and 
in  order  to  do  this  with  more  accu¬ 
racy,  he  again  afkcd  me,  whether  in 
his  report,  he  was  to  fiate  the  dif- 
uniting  Belgium  from  France  as  a 
fine  qua  non  from  which  his  majefty 
would  not  depart.  I  replied,  it  molt 
certainly  was  a  fine  qua  non  from 
which  his  majefty  would  not  depart: 
and  that  any  propolal  which  would 
leave  the  Netherlands  annexed  to 
Fi  ance,  would  be  attended  with 
'much  greater  benefit  to  that  power, 
and  Jofs  to  the  allies,  than  the  pre- 
fent  relative  ftuation  of  the  bellige- 
rent  powers  could  entitle  the  French 
government  to  expect. 

M.  Delacroix  repeated  his  con¬ 
cern  at  the  peremptory  way  in 
which  I  made  this  affertion,  and 
afked  whether  it  would  admit  of 
no  modification  ?  I  replied,  if  France 
could,  in  a  contre-projet,  point  out  a 
practicable  and  adequate  one,  fill 
keeping  in  view  that 'the  Nether¬ 
lands  mu  ft  not  be  French,  or  likely 
.  again  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  France, 
fuch  a,  propofal  might  certainly  be 
taken  into  coniideration. 

,  fvl.  Delacroix  by  no  means  en¬ 
couraged  me  to  explain  my  ielf  more 
fully  ;  he  repeatedly  laid,  that  this 
difficulty  relative  to  the  Netherlands 
was  one  which  could  not  be  over¬ 
come. 

Juft  as  1  was  taking  leave  of  him, 
he  begged  me  to  explain  what  was 
meant  by  the  words  in  the  memoire 
(A.)  in  the  4th  paragraph,  begin¬ 


ning  de  s  entendre  mutuellemcnt  fur 
les  moyens  d'affurcr^  and  ending  at 
lews  pojjefions  refpectivesr  1  told 
him  it  referred  to  the  defhudtive 
l'yftem  adopted  bv  France  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  went  to  exp  refs  a 
with  that  the  two  powers  fhouM 
agree  on  home  general  and  uniform 
lyfiem  oj  internal  police  in  the  i’et- 
tlemeiits  there,  which  would  con¬ 
tribute’  to  the  fecurity  of  thole  pof- 
felfions  to  t lie  refpective  countries, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  the  happi- 
rieTs  of  every  defcription  of  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  them.  - 

M.  Delacroix,  a  little  hurt  at  my 
expreftion  relative  to  the  fyltem 
adopted  by  France,  endeavoured  to 
recriminate  upon  us  ;  but  he  ended 
by  laying,  that  they  fiiould  certain¬ 
ly  be  willing  to  concur  in  any  ar¬ 
rangement  relative  to  the  negioes, 
which  did  not  militate  again!!  the 
principles  of  their  conftitution. 
Here  our  conference  ended;  and  as, 
during  the  whole  eourfe  of  it,  I  bore 
in  my  mind  the  polTibility,  that  al¬ 
though  this,  our  firft,  might  be  the 
only  favourable  opportunity  I  Ihouid 
ever  have  of  (peaking  on  the  general 
principles  on  which  his  majelty  was 
difpoled  to  treat,  I  endeavoured,  by 
adverting  more  or  lets  to  almoft 
every  point  in  my  inftruetions,  to 
enable  M.  Delacroix,  (if  be  reports 
faithfully)  to  ftate  to  the  directory 
what  1  laid,  in  luch  a  manner  as  to 
put  it  out  0!  their  power  to  mifeon- 
ceive  what  were  his  majefty’s  inten¬ 
tions  ;  to  remove  all  pofiihility  of 
cavil  on  this  cafe,  and  to  bring 
them  to  a  clear  and  diftinct  anfwer, 
whether  they  would  agree  to  open  a 
negotiation  on  the  principle  of  the 
fiat  us  ante  belt 'urn,  or  on  one  differing 
from  it  only  in  form,  not.  111  fubftance. 

I  hope,  in  attempting  to  do  this,  I 
did  not,  in  the  firft  inftance,  commit 
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ruyfclf,  or  di (cover  more  of  mv  in- 
ftruCtions  than  it  became  me  to  do  ; 
and  that,  in  the  converiation  with 
M.  Delacroix,  nothing  elcaped  me 
which  might,  at  fume  fublequent 
period,  hurt  the  p  regret's  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation.  I  have,  I  believe,  given 
this  conference  nearly  verbatim  to 
your  lor  dll  up ;  and  I  was  particu- 
la:ly  anxious  to  do  this  correctly 
and  minutely,  as  well  that  you  may 
judge"  on  the  propriety  of  what  1  laid 
luyfelf,  as  that  what  M,  Delacroix 
Dm  t  me  may  be  accurately  known 
and  remain  on  record. 

D  mull,  however,  be  remembered 
(as  I  o  '  ferved  ill  the  beginning  of 
this  dil patch)  that  he  fpoke  foriiiin- 
Dh,  as  m  milter,  indeed,  -  but  not 
under  the  immediate  inftruttions  of 
the  directory;  and  this  conlideration 
will  take  a  little  away  from  the  fjn- 
gularity  of  fome  of  the  politions  he 
advanced. 

1  confefs,  my  lord,  from  the  civi¬ 
lity  of  his  manner,  and  from  his 
apparent  readinefs  to  difcufs  the 
lubjecf,  the  impreflion  which  re¬ 
mained  on  my  mind  on  leaving  him 
was,  that  the  negotiation  would  go 
in,  but  be  liable  to  fo  many  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  fome  of  them  fo  nearly  in- 
urmountable,  that,  knowing  as  I 
lo,  the  opinion  of  the  directory,  I 
•aw  little  profpect  of  its  terminating 
uccels fully.  But  I  did  not  expeCt 
die  conduct  of  the  directory  would 
mmediately  be  fuch  as  to  evince  a 
nanifeft  inclination,  and  even  deter¬ 
mination,  to  break  off  on  the  firff 
yopofals ;  and  I  was  not  a  little 
urprifed  at  receiving,  on  Sunday,  at 
hree  P.  M.  the  inclofed  letter  (A.) 
forn  M.  Delacroix:  he  lent  it  by 
be  principal  lecretary  of  his  depart¬ 
ment  (M.  Giraudet)  who  communi- 
ated  to  me  the  original  of  the  ar- 
-te  ol  the  diredory,  of  which  this 
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letter,  abating  the  alteration  in  the 
form,  is  a  literal  copy.  After  perufmg 
it,  I  afked  M.  Giraudet  whether  he 
was  informed  of  its  contents;  and 
this  led  to  a  fliort  converiation  on 
them.  1  told  him  that  both  the  de¬ 
mands  were  fo  unexpected,  that  I 
could  not  reply  to  them  off  hand  : 
that  as  to  the  ill'll,  it  was  quite  uri- 
ufuad  todign  memorials  which  were 
annexed  to  a  note  actually  llgned, 
and  that  i  icarcely  felt  mylelf  autho¬ 
rized  to  depart  from  what  was,  [ 
believed,  an  invariable  rule.  That 
as  to  the  fecund  demand,  made  in 
fo  peremptory  and  unprecedented  a 
way,  1  could,  without  much  hefta- 
tion,  fay  at  once  that  it  could  not 
be  complied  with.  AI.*  Giraudet 
lamented  this  much  ;  and  faid, 
that  this  being  the  cafe,  he  feared 
our  principles  of  negotiation  would 
never  coincide.  I  agreed  with  him 

in  my  expreffions  of  concern. _ - 

We  converted  together  afterwards 
loi  fome  time,  but  no  tiling  paffed 
at  all  worthy  of  remark.  1  told 
1mm  1  fiiould  fend  my  anfwer  the 
next  day.  On  reffeCtina  more 'at¬ 
tentively  on  the  requeft  that  I 
would  lign  the  two  memorials  which 
I  had  given  in,  it  ftruck  me,  that 
the  complying  with  it  pledged  me 
to  nothing,  and  that  it  was  merely 
gratifying  them  on  a  point  infilled 
on  peevdhly,  and  that  the  doin* 
it  would  put  them  ftill  more  in  the 
wrong. 

As  to  the  flrange  demand  of  an' 
ultimatum,  it  was  perfectly  clear 
what  it  became  me  to  fay ;  and  f 
hope  that  in  the  inclofed  anl'wer (B.) 
which  I  fent  yeflerday  mornimr  at 
twelve  o’clock,  to  M.  Delacroix,  I 
fliall  be  found  to  have  adhered  as 
clofely  as  poflible  to  the  fpiritof  my 
inftrucfions.  J 

\  efferday  evening,  at  half  paft 

nine, 
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nine,  M.  Gi rands t  brought  me  the 
note  (C.)  to  which  I  immediately 
replied  to  the  note  (D).  They  re¬ 
quire  no  comment;  and  as  1  intend 
leaving  Paris  to-morrow,  and  tra¬ 
velling  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  I 
fit  all  lb  foon  have  it  in  my  power 
to  lay  the  little  which  remains  to 
lav  relative  to  this  hidden,  though 
perhaps  not  unlocked  for,  clofe  to 
my  million,  that  I  need  not  tref- 
pafs  any  further  on  your  lordfnip’s 
patience. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c. 
(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

P.  S.  I  thought  it  would  be  proper 
for  his  majefty’s  minifter  at  Vienna 
to  receive  the  earlieft  intelligence  of 
the  negotiation  being  broken  off :  I 
therefore  have  difpatched  a  meffen- 
ger  to  Vienna  with  a  copy  of  the 
ieveral  papers  which  have  paffed 
between  me  and  M.  Delacroix  fince 
our  conference,  and  alfo  a  1'ucc  met 
account  of  what  paffed  on  it.  The 
meffenger  left  this  place  to-day  at 
,  three  P.  M.  M. 

Right  Hon .  Lord  Grenville , 

<$-e.  < 5'C.  d-c. 


No.  3  3. 

Paris,  rjSih  Frimaire,  ( December 
18)  5 1 It  year. 

Sir, 

The  executive  directory  has  heard 
the  reading  of  the.  official  note  figned 
by  you,  and  of  two  confidential  me¬ 
morials  without  denatures,  which 
were  annexed  to  it,  and  which  you 
nave  in  to  me  yeiterday.  I  am 
charged  exprefsly  by  the  directory 
to  declare  to  you,  that  it  cannot 
liften  to  any  confidential  note  with¬ 
out  a  fignature,  and  to  require  of 
you  to  give  in  to  me,  officially, 
■within  four  and  twenty  hours,  your 
ultimatum ,  figned,  by  you. 


1796. 

Accept,  Sir,  the  affu ranee  of  my 
high  consideration. 

(Signed)  Cn.  Delacroix. 


No.  32. 

Paris,  1  qfh  December,  1796, 
COPY.  (B.) 

Lord  IMalmelliuyv,  in  anfwer  to 
the  letter  which  the  minifter  lor 
foreign  affairs  had  the  good ne is  to 
tranfmit  to  him  through  tlie  hands 
of  the  fecretary -general  of  'his  de¬ 
partment,  muff  remark,  that  in 
lignins  the  official  note  which  he 
gave  in  to  that  minifter  by  order  of 
bis  court,  he  thought  he  had  com¬ 
plied  with  all  the  ufual  formalities, 
and  had  given  the  n-eceffary  authen- 
ticity  to  the  two  confidential  me¬ 
morials  which  were  annexed  to  it. 
Neverthelefs,  to  remove  ali  difficul¬ 
ties,  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power,  he 
willingly  adopts  the  forms  which  are 
pointed  out  by  the  refoiution  of  the 
executive  diredory,  .and  battens  to 
fend  to  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs  the  two  memorials  figned  by 
his  hand. 

With  refped  to  the  pofitive  de¬ 
mand  of  an  ultimatum,  lord  Malmefs 
bury  obferves,  that  infilling  on  that 
point  in  fo  peremptory  a  manner, 
before  the  two  powers  lhall  have 
communicated  to  each  other  their 
refpectfve  preteniions,  and  that  the 
articles  of  the  future  treaty  ffiall 
have  been  fubmitted  to  the  difeuf- 
fions,  -which  the  different  interefts 
which  are  to  be  adj  idled,  neceffarily 
demand,  is  to  fliut  the  door  againii 
all  negotiation.  He,  therefore,  can 
add  nothing  to  the  affuranees  which 
lie  has  already  given  to  the  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs,  as  well  by  word! 
of  mouthy  as  in  bis  official  note;  and 
he  repeats,  that  he  is  ready  to  enter 
with  that  mi  aider  into  every  ex¬ 
planation 
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planation  of  which  the  ftate  and  pro- 
grels  of  the  negotiation  may  admit; 
ami  that  he  will  not  fail  to  enter  into 
the  diicuflion  of  the  propofals  of  his 
court,  or  of  any  counter-project 
u/nck  may  be  delivered  to  him  on  the 
part  of  the  executive  directory ,  with 
that  candour,  and  that  fpirit  of  con¬ 
ciliation,  winch  correfpond  with  the 
juft  and  pacific  fentiments  of  his 
court. 

Lord  Mahnelbury  requefts  the 
mirufter  for  foreign  affairs  to  accept 
the  allurances  ot  his  high  confidera* 
tion. 


2  35 

down  in  tli e  prefen t  note,  by  the  re* 
ciprocal  channel  of  couriers. 

(Signed^  Cii.  Delacroix. 
Paris,  igth  Frimaire  (noth  Dcecm 
ber),  5 th  year  of  the  french  Re¬ 
public,  one  and  indivijible. 


(C.) 
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Ihe  underfigned  minifter  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  is  charged  by  the  exe¬ 
cutive  directory,  to  anfwer  to  lord 
Malrnefbury’s  two  notes  of  the  27th 
and  29th  Frimaire  (17th  and  19th 
December,  O.  S.)  that  the  execu¬ 
tive  directory  will  lilten  to  no  pro- 
po  fa  Is  contrary  to  the  conltitution, 
to  the  laws,  and  to  the  treaties 
which  bind  the  republic. 

And,  as  lord  Malmefbury  an¬ 
nounces  at  every  communication, 
that  he  is  in  want  of  the  opinion  of 
his  court,  from  which  it  refill ts  that 
he  acts  a  part  merely  paflive  in  the 
negotiation,  which  renders  his  pre- 
lence  at  Paris  utelels ;  the  under¬ 
signed  is  further  charged  to  give 
bun  notice  to  depart  from  Paris  in 
eight  and  forty  hours,  with  all  the 
terions  who  have  accompanied  and 
Allowed  him  ;  and  to  quit,  as  expe- 
ditioufly  as  poffible,  the  territory  of 
the  republic  * 

The  underfigned  declares,  more¬ 
over,  in  the  name  of  the  executive 
lireCtory,  that  it  the  Britifh  cabinet 
s  delirous  of  peace,  the  executive 
hiectoiy  is  ready  to  follow  the  He¬ 
sitations,  according  to  the  bails  laid 


No.  34. 

(D.) 

Lord  Malmefbury  iiaffens  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
of  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
dated  ye fterday.  He  is  preparing 
to  quit  Paris  to-morrow,  and  de¬ 
mands,  in  conlequence,  the  necel- 

fary  puffports  for  himielf  and  his 
fuite. 

He  requefts  the  minifter  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  to  accept  the  alfurances 
of  his  high  confideration. 

Paris,  ‘loth  Dec.  1796. 


Maniftjlo  of  the  Britifh  Government 
againjl  France. 

•  v 

THE  negotiation  which  an  anxious 
delire  for  the  reftoration  of  peace 
had  induced  his  majefty  to  open  at 
Pans,  having  been  abruptly  termi¬ 
nated  by  the  french  government, 
the  king  thinks  it  due  to  himfelf  and 
to  hls  people,  to  ftate,  in  this  public 
maiinei,  the  circumftauces  which 
have  preceded  and  attended  a  trani- 
achon  of  lb  much  importance  to  the 
general  mterefts  of  Europe. 

It  is  well  known  that  early  in  the 
prefent  year  his  majefty,  laying  afide 
the  confideration  of  many  circum- 
ftances  of  difficulty  and  diicourage- 
nient,  detei  mined  to  take  fucli  fteps 
as  weie  heft  calculated  to  open  the 
way  for  negotiation,  if  any  eorre- 
fponding  defire  prevailed  on  the 
part  of  his  enemies.  He  directed 
an  overture  to  be  made  in  his  name, 
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hy  his  minifter  in  Switzerland,  for 
the  pnrpofe  of  afcertaining  the  dif- 
pofttions  of  the  French' government 
with  refpeft  to  peace.  The  anfwer 
which  he  received  in  return,  was  at 
once  haughty  and  evafive ;  it  affected 
to  queftion  the  ftncerity  of  thofe 
elifpolitions  of  which  his  rnajefty ’s 
conduct  afforded  fo  unequivocal  a 
proof;  it  railed  groundlefs  objections 
to  the  mode  of  negotiation  propofed 
by  his  rnajefty  (that  of  a  general 
eongrefs,  by  which  peace  has  fo 
often  been  veftored  to  Europe);  but 
it  ftkdioufty  paffed  over  in  filence  his 
rnajefty ’s  delire  to  learn  what  other 
mode  would  he.  preferred  by  France. 
It  at  the  fame  time  averted  a  prin¬ 
ciple,  which  was  ffated  as  an  indif- 
penikble  preliminary  to  all  nego¬ 
tiation — a  principle  under  which  the 
terms  of  peace  mu  ft  have  been  re¬ 
gulated,  not  lay  the  ufual  confidera- 
tions  of  juftice,  policy7,  and  recipro¬ 
cal  convenience  ;  but  by7  an  implicit 
fnbmiffion,  on  the  part  of  all  the 
powers,  to  a  claim  founded  on  the 
internal  laws  and  Separate  conftim- 
tion  of  France,,  as  having  full  autho¬ 
rity  to  fuperfede  the  treaties  enter¬ 
ed  into  by  independent  hates,  to 
govern  their  interefts,  to  controul 
their  engagements,  and  to  difpofe-  of 
their  dominions. 

A  pretention  in  itfelf  fo  extrava- 
gan t  could  in  no  inftanee  have  been 
admitted,  or  even  liftened  to  for  a 
moment.  Its  application  to  the 
prefent  cafe  led  to  nothing  Ids  than 
that  France  Ihould, as  a  preliminary 
to  all  difcufiion,  retain  nearly  all  her 
eonqnefis,  and  thofe  particularly  in 
which  his  rnajefty  was  molt  con¬ 
cerned,  both  from  the  ties  of  intercity 
and  the  ike  red  obligations  of  trea¬ 
ties:  that  lhe  fliould  in  like  manner 
recover  hack  all  that  had  been  con¬ 
quered  from  her  in  every  pan  of  the 


world  ;  and  that  ihe  fliould  be  left  at 
liberty  to  bring  forward  fuch  further 
demands  on  all  other  points  of  ne¬ 
gotiation,  as  luch  unqualified  fnb- 
mifiion  on  the  part  of  thofe  with 
whom  flie  treated  could  not  fail  to 
produce. 

O11  fuch  grounds  as  thefe,  it  was 
fufhciently  evident  that  no  nego¬ 
tiation  could  be  eftablilhed:  neither 
did  the  anfwer  of  his  majefty’s  ene¬ 
mies  afford  any  opening  for  conti¬ 
nuing  the  difculfion,  iince  the  mode 
of  negotiation  offered  by  his  rnajefty 
had  been  peremptorily  rejected  by 
them,  and  no  other  had  been  Hated 
in  which  they  were  willing  to 
concur. 

Mis  rnajefty  was,  however*  not 
dife  on  raged,  even  by  this  re  full, 
from  ftiil  purfuing  fuch  meafures 
as  appeared  to  him  molt  conducive 
to  the  end  of  peace ;  and  the  withes 
ol  his  ally  the  emperor  correfpond- 
ing  with  thofe  which  his  rnajefty 
had  matiifefted,  fentiments  of  a 
ftmilar  tendency  were  expreffed  on; 
the  part  of  his  imperial  rnajefty  at 
the  time  of  opening  the  campaign;' 
but  the  continuance  of  the  fame 
1  pin t  and  principles,  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  rendered  this  frefh  over-t 
tore  equally  imfuccefsftil. 

V.  bile  the  government  of  France 
thus  perlifted  in  o'oftniCting  every 
meahne  that  could  even  open  the 
way  to  negotiation,  no  endeavour 
was  omitted  to  miftead  the  public 
opinion  throughout  all  Europe  with 
reipect  to  the  real  caufe  of  the 
prolongation  of  the  war,  and  to  call, 
a  doubt  on  thofe  difpofitions  which 
could  alone  have  dictated  the  heps 
taken  by  his  rnajefty  and  his  auguft 
ally. 

In  order  to  deprive  his  enemies! 
of  all  poftibility  of  fubterfuge  or! 
evalion,  and  in  the  hope  that  a  juft  1 
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fanfe  of  the  continued  calamities  of 
war,  and  of  the  increasing  diftrefies 
of  France  herfelf,  might  at  length 
have  led  to  more  juft  and  pacific 
difpofitions,  his  majefty  renewed  in 
another  form,  and  through  the  in- 
tervention  of  friendly  powers,  a 
propofal  for  opening  negotiations 
for  peace.  The  manner  in  which 
this  intervention  was  received  indi¬ 
cated  the  molt  hoftile  difpolitions 
towards  Great  Britain,  and  at  the 
fame  time  afforded  to  all  Europe  a 
linking  inftance  of  that  injurious 
and  ott’enlive  conduct  which  is  ob- 
ferved  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government  towards  all  other  coun¬ 
tries.  The  repeated  overtures  made 
in  his  majefty’s  name  were  rfever- 
thelefs  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  it  was 
at  lalt  found  impoftible  to  peril  ft 
in  the  abfolute  rejection  of  them, 
without  the  direct  and  undifguifed 
avowal  of  a  determination  to  refute 
to  Europe  all  hope  of  the  reftoration 
of  tranquillity.  A  channel  was 
therefore atlength  indicated,  through 
which  the  government  of  France 
j  profcffed  itfelf  willing  to  carry  on  a 
negotiation ;  and  a  readinefs  was 
i  expreifed  (though  in  terms  far  re- 
1  mote  from  any  fpirit  of  conciliation) 
to  receive  a  minifter  authorized  by 
his  majefty  to  proceed  to  Paris  for 
that  purpofe. 

Many  circnmftances  might  have 
been  urged  as  affording  powerful 
motives  again#  adopting  this  I'ug- 
geftion,  until  the  government  of 
France  had  given  forne  indication 
of  a  fpirit  better  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  luceefs  of  fuch  a  million, 
and  to  meet  thefe  advances  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  The  king’s 
defire  for  the  reftoration  of  general 
peace  on  juft  and  honourable  terms, 
his  concern  for  the  intereffs  of  his 
fcbjedUj  and  his  determination  to 


leave  to  his  enemies  no  pretext  for 
imputing  to  him  the  confequences 
of  their  own  ambition,  induced  him 
to  overlook  every  fuch  conlideration, 
and  to  take  a  ltep  which  thelle  rea- 
fons  alone  could  juftity. 

The  repeated  endeavours  of  the 
French  government  to  defeat  this 
million  in  its  outlet,  and  to  break 
off'  the  intereourfe  thus  opened,  even 
before  the  firlt  fteps  towards  nego¬ 
tiation  could  be  taken  ;  the  indecent 
and  injurious  language  employed 
\vith  a  view  to  irritate;  the  cap¬ 
tious  and  frivolous  objections  raifed 
for  the  purpole  of  obltnjding  the 
progrefs  of  the  difcuffion  ;  all  thde 
have  lulliciently  appeared,  from  the 
official  papers  which  puffed  on  both 
hides,  and  which  are  known  to  all 
Europe. 

But,  above  all,  the  abrupt  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  negotiation  lias  af- 
lorded  the  moft  conclufive  proof, 
that  at  no  period  of  it  was  any' real 
wiffi  for  peace  entertained  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government. 

After  repeated  evalion  and  delay, 
that  government  had  at  length  con¬ 
tented  to  eftablilh,  as  the  balls  of 
the  negotiation,  a  principle  pro- 
pofed  by  his  majefty,  liberal  in  its 
own  nature,  equitable  towards  his 
enemies,  and  calculated  to  provide, 
for  the  intereffs  of  his  allies,  and  of 
Europe.  It  had  been  agreed  that 
eompenfation  lliould  he  made  to 
France,  by  proportionable  reffitu- 
tions  from  his  majefty’s  conqueftson 
that  power,  for  tliofe  arrangements 
to  which  flie  lliould  be  called  upon 
to  content  in  order  to  fatisfy  the 
juft  pretentions  of  his  allies,  and  to 
preserve  the  political  balance  of 
Europe.  At  the  delire  of  the  French 
government  itfelf,  memorials  were 
prefented  by  his  majefty’s  minifter, 
'which  contained  the  outlines  of  the 
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termp  of  peace,  grounded  on  llie 
baiis  fo  eftabhfhed,  and  in  which 
liis  uiajefty  propolydtw  carry  to  the 
iitmoli  potli  hie  extent,  the  application 
of  a  pr  uciple  lo  equitable  with  re- 
ipect  to  1* ranee,  and  fo  liberal  on 
his  majei'ty’s  part.  The  delivery  of 
thefe  papers  was  accompanied  hv  a 
declaration  exprefsly  and  repeatedly 
made,  both  verbally  and  in  writing, 
that  his  majefiy’s  mi  miter  was  wil- 
Log  and  prepared  to  enter,  with  a 
ipirit  of  conciliation  and  fairnefs, 
into  the  difcuuion  of  the  different 
points  there  contained,  or  into  that 
of  any  other  propofal  or  l’cheme 
of  peace  v  hich  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  might  with  to  fubftitute  in  its 
place. 

In  reply  to  this  communication, 
he  received  a  demand,  in  form  the 
molt  offenfive,  and  in  fuhftance 
the  molt  extravagant,  that  ever  was 
made  in  the  courfe  of  any  negoti¬ 
ation.  It  was  peremptorily  required 
of  him,  that  in  the  very  outlet  of 
the  bulinefs,  when  no  anlwer  had 
been  given  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  hisv  lirlt  propofal,  when  he 
had  not  even  learnt,  in  any  regular 
ihape,  the  nature  or  extent  of  the 
objections  to  it,  and  much  lefs  re¬ 
ceived  from  that  government  any 
other  offer  or  plan  of  peace,  he 
Ihould  in  twenty-four  hours  deliver 
in  a  ftalement  of  the  final  terms  to 
which  his  court  would  in  any  cafe 
accede  —a  demand  tending  evi¬ 
dently  to  flint  the  door  to  all  nego¬ 
tiation,  to  preclude  all  difeuflion, 
all  explanation,  all  polhbility  ot  the 
amicable  adjuftment  of  points  of 
difference —a  demand  in  its  nature 
prepotlerous,  in  its  execution  im¬ 
practicable,  lince  it  is  plain  that  no 
liit fa  ultimate  refolution  refpeCting 
a  general  plan  of  peace  ever  can  be 
rationally  formed,  much  lefs  de¬ 


clared,  without  knowing  what  points 
are  principally  objected  to  by  the 
enemy,  and  what  facilities  be  may 
be  willing  to  offer  in  return  for  con-,: 
cefbon  111  thole  refpectq.  Having 
declined  compliance  with  this  de¬ 
mand,  and  explained  the  realms 
which  rendered  it  inadmilfible,  but 
having,  at  the  fame  time,  exprefsly, 
renewed  the  declaration  of  his  rea- 
dinefs  to  enter  into  the  difeuflion  of 
the  propofal  he  had  c  nveyed,  or  of 
any  other  which  might  be  commu¬ 
nicated  to  him,  the  king’s  minifterj 
received  no  other  anlwer  than  an  j 
abrupt  command  to  quit  Paris  in 
forty-eight  hours.  If.  in  addition  : 
to  Inch  an  intuit,  any  further  proof,  5 
were  neceflary  of  the  difpolitions  \ 
rtf  thole  by  whom  it  was  offered, 
Inch  proof  would  be  .  abundantly  j 
fupplied  from  the  contents  of  the  f 
note  in  which  this  order  was  con¬ 
veyed.  The  mode  of  negotiation 
on  which  the  French  government  i 
had  itfelf  infilled,  is  there  1  ejected, 
and  no  practicable  means  left  open  ; 
for  treating  with  effect.  The  bafis 
of  negotiation,  fo  recently  eftablifh-  ! 
ed  by  mutual  Confent,  is  there  dif-  > 
claimed  ;  and,  in  its  room,  a  prin-  ; 
ciple  clearly  inadmiflible  is  reafferted 1 
as  the  only  ground  on  which  France  I 
can  confent  to  treat ;  the  very  fame  f 
principle  which  had  been  brought  i 
forward  in  reply  to  his  majelty’s 
firft  overtures  from  Switzerland,  1 
which  had  then  been  rejected  by 
his  majefty,  but  which  now  appears 
never  to  have  been,  in  fact,  aban*  \ 
doned  by  the  government  of  France,  : 
however  ineonfiilent  with  that  on 
which  they  had  exprefsly  agreed  to 
treat. 

It  is  therefore  neceflary  that  all  , 
Europe  llioidd  underhand  that  the 
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rupture  of  the  negotiation  at  Paris 
does  not  arife  from  the  failure  of 
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any  fincere  attempt  on  the  part  of 
France  to  reconcile  by  fair  difcul- 
fion  the  views  and  interefts  of  the 
contending  powers.  Such  a  diicuf- 
lionlias  been  repeatedly  invited,  and 
even  folicited,  on  the  part  of  his 
majefty,  but  has  been,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  and  absolutely,  precluded 
bv  the  aft  of  the  French  govern-* 
meat. 

It  arifes  exclusively  from  the  de¬ 
termination  of  that  government  to 
rejeft  all  means  ol  peace, — a  deter¬ 
mination  which  appeared  but  too 
Itrongly  on  all  the  preliminary  dif- 
cuffions ;  which  was  clearly  mani- 
fefted  in  the  demand  of  an  ulti¬ 
matum  made  in  the  very  outlet  of 
the  negotiation,  but  which  is  proved 
beyond  all  pofiibility  of  doubt  by 
the  obftinate  adherence  to  a  claim 
which  never  can  be  admitted, — a 
claim  that  the  conftruftion  which 
that  government  aft’efts  to  put 
(though  even  in  that  refpeft  unfup- 
ported  by  the  faft)  on  the  internal 
conftitution  of  its  own  country,  ihall 
be  received  by  all  other  nations  as 
paramount  to  every  known  principle 
of  public  law  in  Europe,  -as  fuperior 
to  the  obligations  of  treaties,  to  the 
ties  of  common  intereft,  to  the  molt 
prefling  and  urgent  confiderations  of 
general  fecurity. 

On  fuch  grounds  it  is  that  the 
French  government  has  abruptly 
terminated  a  negotiation,  which  it 
commenced  with  reluftance,  and 
conducted  with  every  indication  to 
prevent  its  final  iuccefs.  On  thefe 
motives  it  is  that  the  farther  efiufion 
of  blood,  the  continued  calamities 
of  war,  the  interruptions  of  peace¬ 
able  and  friendly  intercourse  among 
mankind,  the  prolonged  diftreffes 
of  Europe,  and  the  accumulated  rni- 
fcries  of  France  itfelf,  are  by  the 
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government  of  that  country  to  be 
jullified  to  the  world. 

His  majefty,  who  had  entered 
into  the  negotiation  with  good  faith, 
who  has  fullered  no  impediment  to 
prevent  his  profecuting  it  with  ear- 
neltnefs  and  lincerity,  has  now  only 
to  lament  its  abrupt  termination, 
and  to  renew,  in  the  face  of  ail 
Europe,  the  folemn  declaration, 
that,  whenever  his  enemies  fhall  be 
difpofed  to  enter  on  the  work  of  a 
general  pacification,  in  a  fpirit  of 
conciliation  and  equity,  nothing 
Ihall  be  wranting  on  his  part  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  accomplilhment  of 
that  great  objeft,  with  a  view  to 
which  he  has  already  offered  fuch 
confiderable  facrifices  on  his  part, 
and  which  is  now  retarded  only  by 
the  exorbitant  pretentious  of  his' 
enemies. 

Wejimvijler ,  Dec.  27.  1796. 


Treaty  between  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hefie 
Darmftadt,  figned  at  Frankfort , 
the  10 ih  day  of  June  1796. 

BE  it  known  to  tliole  whom  it 
may  concern,  that  his  majefty  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  and  his 
ferene  highnefs  the  Landgrave  of 
-Ileffe  Darmftadt,  in  conlideration 
of  the  ftrift  ties  which  unite  their 
interefts,  and  having  judged  that 
in  the  prelent  lituation  of  affairs, 
it  would  contribute  to  the  recipro¬ 
cal  welfare  of  Great  Britain,  and  of 
the  dominions  of  Ilefte  Darmftadt, 
to  cement  and  ftrengthen,  by  a  new 
treaty  of  alliance,  the  connedtion 
which  fubfifts  between  them,  his 
Britannic  majefty,  in  order  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  objeft,  relative  to  this 
treaty,  has  thought  proper  to  nomi¬ 
nate 
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mite  Charles  Craufurd,  his  envoy 
at  the  imperial  and  royal  armies; 
and  his  ferene  highnefs  has  nomi¬ 
nated  on  his  part,  for  the  fame  pur- 
pole,  the  baron  Charles  of  Bark- 
liaus,  his  privy  councillor,  and  di¬ 
rector  ot  the  council  of  war;  who, 
being  furnifhed  with  the  neceffary 
full  powers,  have  agreed  to  take 
for  bafis  of  the  prefect  treaty,  the 
one  formerly  concluded  between 
Great  Britain  and  Hefie,  the  fifth 
ot  October,  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-three,  to  adopt  fuch 
parts  of  it  as  may  be  applicable  to 
the  pfelent  eircumftances,  or  to  fettle 
by  new  articles,  thole  points  which 
it  may  be  neceffary  to  regulate  other- 
wife  :  and  as  it  is  not  poOible  to 
fpecify  each  particular  cafe,  every 
tiling  which  fhali  not  appear  to  be 
determined  in  a  preciie  manner, 
Cither  in  the  prefen t  treaty  or  in  the 
former  treaty,  iliall  be  fettled  with 
equity  and  good  faith,  in  conformity 
to  the  fame  principles  which  have 
been  adopted  in  former  inftances. 

Art.  1.  There  (hall  be,  therefore, 
in  virtue  of  this  treaty,  between  his 
majefty  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
and  bis  ferenc  highnefs  the  land¬ 
grave  of  IlelTe  Darmftadt,  their 
heirs  and  fuccefi'ors,  a  ftrict  friend- 
fhip,  and  a  fincere,  firm,  and  con- 
ftant  union,  fo  that  the  one  iliall 
confider  the  interefis  of  the  other  as 
his  own,  and  iliall  drive  to  promote 
them  with  good  faith  as  much  as 
pnifible,  and  to  prevent  and  remove 
all  difturbance  and  injury. 

•2.  I ii§|^y eity  the  king  of  Great 
Britain;  d^hiig"  to  have  in  liis  ler- 
vice  a  body  ot  troops,  to  be  employ¬ 
ed  wherever  he  may  think  proper,, 
excepting  in  the  Bail  Indies,  or  on 
board  the  fleet;  and  his  ferene 
highnefs,  wliliing  for  nothing  more 
than  to  give  his  inajefty  this  frefh 


proof'  of  his  attachment,  engages, 
by  virtue  of  this  article,  to  let  on 
foot  three  battalions  of  infantry, 
forming  a  body  of  two  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  eighty- four  men, 
according  to  the  annexed  fpecifica- 
tion.  rl'liefe  troops  findl  be  ready 
to  pafs  in  review  before  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majefiy’s  commilTary  the  four¬ 
teenth  day  of  July  of  the  prefent 
year,  at  Darmftadt,  and  to  begin 
their  march  the  following  day  for 
the  place  of  their  deftination.  Tire 
general  whom  his  Britannic  majefty 
lhall  appoint  commander  in  chief 
in  the  countries  where  thefe  Iliall 
ierve,  fhali  have  authority  to  em¬ 
ploy  them,  either  together  or  in 
detachments,  and  even  to  difperfe 
them  amongft  the  different  iflandH 
or  diftrifts  of  his  command,  in  the 
manner  which  he  fhali  judge  the 
moft  advantageous  for  his  inajefty ’s 
fervice.  It  being,  notwithftanding, 
well  underftood,  that  thefe  troops 
fiiali  always  remain  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  orders  of  their  own  chiefs. 

• — The  faid  corps  fhali  confift  of  men 
difciplined  and  exercifed,  and  well 
armed  and  equipped. 

3.  In  order  to  defray  the  expell¬ 
ees  to  which  the  ferene  landgrave  ■ 
Iliall  be  put  tor  the  equipment  of 
the  faid  corps  of  troops,  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majefty  promifes  to  pay  to  his 
ferene  highnefs  for  each  man  thir¬ 
ty  crowns  banco,  the  crown  being 
reckoned  at  fifty-three  fols  of  Hol¬ 
land,  or  at  four  fhillings  /and  nine* 
pence  three  farthings  Englilli  mo¬ 
ney,  of  which  payment  fhali  be 
made  immediately  after  the  review* 
and  according  to  the  effective  ftate 
as  fhali  then  be  verified.  All  the 
camp  neceffaries,  as  likewife  all 
the  horfes,  waggons,  draft-horfes, 
valets  de  bat,  and  waggoners,  who 
may  be  neceffary  for  the  troops,  as 

well 
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’well  for  tranfporting  the  equipages, 
proviiions,  ammunition,  uteniils, 
lick,  and  other  objects  of  every  kind, 
as  for  the  field-pieces,  with  their 
implements,  and  artillery  men,  (hall 
be  furnilhed  by  his  Britannic  majefty 
wherever  they  may  be  wanted. 

4.  Belides  the  levy-money  llipu* 
lated  in  the  preceding  article,  his 
Britannic  majelty  fliall  caul'e  to  be 
paid  to  every  officer,  as  alio  to  every 
One  employed,  not  a  lighting  man 
of  equal  rank,  the  fum  of  throe 
months  pay  according  to  his  rank, 
and  upon  the  fame  footing  as  his 
national  troops,  in  order  to  facili¬ 
tate  the  ex  pence  of  his  private 
equipment,  which  payment  lhall  be 
made  immediately  after  the  figna- 
ture  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

5.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  engages  himlelf,  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  to  pay  to  the  ferene  landgrave 
an  annual  l'ublidy  during  the  fix 
years  this  treaty  is  to  continue. 
This  lublidy  flmli  commence  from 
the  day  of  the  fignature,  and  it  lhall 
be  paid  at  the  rate  of  eighty  thou- 
(and  crowns  banco  per  annum. 
The  payment  of  this  lubfidy  lhall 
be  made  regularly,  without  abate¬ 
ment,  every  quarter,  to  the  agent 
t)l  his  highnels  in  London. 

6.  Thefe  troops  lhall  remain  in 
the  fervice  and  at  the  dilpofition 
af  his  Britannic  majelty  during  fix 
years,  and  his  majelty  lhall  allow 
them  during  this  term — 1.  Every 
thing  that  is  neceffary  lor  their  fub- 
iftence  ;  namely,  pay,  bread,  forage, 
md,  in  general  all  emoluments,  as 
well  ordinary  as  extraordinary,  at- 
Ttched  to  every  rank  on  the  fame 
Noting  that  he  allows  them  to  his 
dritilh  troops  in  the  different  places 
ff  their  deftination  ;  and  for  tiffs 
burpole  th.e  ftatements  of  payment 
lhall  be  annexed  to  the  prelent  treaty. 

Vol.  XXXVIII. 
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2.  Medicines  and  fuffenance  for  the 
lick  and  wounded,  with  a  place  and 
the  necefiiiry  means  of  conveyance 
wherein  they  may  be  treated  and 
taken  care  of,  precifely  on  the  fame 
footing  as  the  national  Britifh 
troops,  by  their  own  phy.'icians 
and  furgeons.  The  pay  /hall  com¬ 
mence  from  the  day  of  the  review, 
according  to  the  effective  ftate  irt 
which  the  laid  corps  lhall  be  deli¬ 
vered,  which  lhall  be  vended  by  a 
table,  ligned  by  the  refpedtive  mi- 
nifters  of  the  high  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  which  fhall  have  the  lame 
force  as  il  it  had  been  inferted  word 
for  word  in  the  prefent  treaty. 

7.  As  in  '  the  before-mentioned 
table  the  ftrength  of  each  company, 
of  which  four  make  a  battalion, 
amounts  to  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
three  loldiers,  il.  mult  be  obferved, 
that  in  this  number  are  comprifed 
feven  men  unarmed,  intended,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  eftablilhed  cuftom 
in  the  Heffian  fervice,  to  ferve  as 
lervants  to  officers  ;  and  it  is  agreed 
upon  that  thefe  men  lhall  never the- 
lels  pals  m ufter  as  foldiers  in  every 
relpefft. 

8.  As  it  is  to  be  feared  that,  not- 
withtfanding  the  care  made  ufe  of, 
it  will  not  be.  poffible  entirely » to 
prevent  defertion  until  the  arrival 
of  the  troops  at  the  place  of  embark¬ 
ation,  and  his  ferene  highnels  pro- 
mifing  to  employ  every  means  ini 
his  power  that  the  laid  corps  lhall 
be  embarked  complete,  it  is  agreed 
upon,  that  theie  lhall  be  at  the  laid 
review  ten  fupernumerary  men  per 
company,  to  iupply  the  place  of  de- 
ferters  011  the  march  ;  to  that,  in 
cafe,  on  the  arrival  of  the  corps  at 
the  port,  the  number  of  fupernume- 
laries  lhall  exceed  that  of  the  de- 
ferters,  the  remainder  may  be  dif- 
tribyted  among!*  the  battalions;  and 

*  K  added 
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added  to  the  amount,  in  order  to  in- 
creafe,  in  fuch  cafe,  the  levy-money, 
pay,  See.  and  his  highnefs  engages 
himfelf  moreover  to  caufe  the  laid 
corps  to  be  efcorted  by  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  cavalry,  in  order  to  pick 
*p  deferters,  procure  quarters,  See. 
&c.  it  being  well  underftood  that 
the  expences,.  as  well  of  the  march 
as  of  the  return  of  the  detach¬ 
ment  of  cavalry,  (hull  be  defrayed 
ley  his  majefty. 

9.  All  the  obje&s  of  pay  and 
maintenance  fhall  be  calculated  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  table  of  the  annual 
review7,  fo  that  the  vacancies  hap¬ 
pening  from  one  review  to  another 
/hall  not  make  any  alteration  in  the 
ftateof  payment.  His  majefty  /hall 
caufe  thefe  objeds  to  be  paid  in  ad¬ 
vance  from  two  to  three  months, 
either  by  alTignments,  payable  in 
favour  of  the  Hefiian  commiffioner 
upon  whatever  cheft  of  his  majefty 
may  be  neareft  to  the  faid  commif- 
lion,  or  in  ready  money  to  his  l’erene 
highnefs’s  agent  in  London. 

10.  A  frefh  review  (hall  take 
yrlace  regularly  every  year.  His 

majefty  fhall  give  three  months  no¬ 
tice  of  the  number  of  recruits  ne- 
peffary  to  complete  the  corps,  which 
.  number  lhall  be  fixed  according  to 
the  official  report  of  the  firft  day  of 
April,  fo  that  the  recruits  fhall  be 
ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  Englilh 
eommifiary  the  iff.  day  of  July,  at 
the  place  of  the  firft  review,  ©r  one. 
month  after,  at  fuch  port  in  Ger¬ 
many,.  or  at  fuch  place  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  the  empire,  as  his  majefty 
may  choofe  for  their  reception.  The 
form  of  their  delivery  fhall  be 
deemed' to  be  that  of  the  new  re¬ 
view,  and  the  total  of  the  number 
of  effective  men  remaining  accord- 
ing  to  the  report  of  the  month  of 
April,  added  to  that  of  the  recruits 
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delivered  to  the  Britifh  com  miliary, 
fhall  be  conffdered  as  the  effective 
llat-e  of  the  new  period,  and  fhall 
not  vary  until  the  review  of  th* 
following  year. 

11.  There  fhall  be  paid,  for  each 
recruit,  armed,  equipped,  difciplined, 
and  exercifed,  the  fum  of  twenty 
crowns  banco  *  and  his  highnefs 
the  landgrave  takes  upon  himfelf 
the  expences  of  tranfport  to  the 
place  of  embarkation,  as  well  as  of 
efcort,  which  are  to  be  reimburfed 
by  his  Britannic  majefty. 

12.  As  during  the  continuance 
of  this  treaty,  it  will  neceffarily  oc¬ 
cur,  that  officers  or  foldiers,  eitheF 
for  family  reafons,  on  account  oi 
preferment,  or  of  ffeknefs,  will  be 
obliged  to  return  home,  his  majefty 
takes  upon  himfelf  the  expences  ol 
their  tranfport  in  the  two  formeii 
cafes,  as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  the 
empire,  and  in  the  latter  to  theii 
own  country  ;  his  highnefs  promi- 
fes,  in  return,  to  replace  the  non- 
commifboned  officers  and  loldiers 
to  whom  he  may  give  permiflioc 
to'  return  for  any  other  reafon  that 
that  of  ficknefs,  at  his  own  expence, 
and  without  requiring  the  ceniider 
ration  for  recruits  fixed  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  article,  reierving  to  himfelf 
nothing  but  the  tranfport  from  tin 
frontiers  of  the  empire  unto  tin 
place  of  their  deftination. — More 
over,  his  highnefs  will  never  reea 
an  officer  or  foldier  without  urgen 
caufe,  or  without  having  acquaints 
his  majefty  thereof;  and  he  wil 
take  care  that  the  number  of  officer 
lhall  be  always  complete. 

13.  The  molt  ferene  landgrav 
being  at  the  charge  of  furnifhin 
the  faid  corps  with  arms  and  cloath: 
ing,  in  confequence  of  the  pay  upo 
the  footing  of  Englifli  troops, 
agreed  upon  iu  thele  articles,  hi 
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majefly  fhall  caufe  indemnification 
to  be  made  for  inch  lofs  only  in 
fcloathing,  arms,  and  accoutrements, 
as  fhall  be>occafioned  by  fome  acci¬ 
dent  of  war  or  voyage  ;  as  well  as 
for  every  expence  incurred  in  the 
tranfport  of  the  feveral  articles  to 
the  troops,  and  alio  of  every  thing 
they  may  Hand  in  need  of.  "it  be¬ 
ing  well  under ftood  that  the  afore- 
laid  articles  fhall  be  delivered  to 
the  Englifh  commiflary  at  the  lame 
time  as  the  recruits  of  the  year,  in 
order  that  the  lame  veflel  may  con¬ 
vey  both. 

14.  In  cafe  an  officer  fhall  lofe 
his  equipage,  either  on  his  route  or 
by  fome  accident  of  war,  his  ma- 
jelty  (hall  grant  him  the  fame  in¬ 
demnification  as  Englifh  officers  are 
allowed  in  fimilar  cafes. 

15.  As  foon  as  his  ferene  high  - 

nefs  fhall  have  put  the  corps  in  a 
llate  to  march,  within  the  term 
agreed  upon,  he  (hall  be  conlidered 
ns  having  fulfilled  his  preliminary 
engagements ;  lb  that  the  payment 
?f  the  levy-money,  fublidy,  and 
pay  fhall  take  place  according  to 
the  aforefaid  determination,  even 
in  cafe  his  majefty,  on  account  of 
ome  unforefe'en  event,  fhould  not 
think  proper  to  have  the  corps  re- 
dewed,  or  to  caufe  it  to  march  or 
itnbark.  ;  > 

16.  If  before  the  period  of  the 
eview,  his  Britannic .  majefty  lliall 
ind  himlelf  dilpoled  to  renounce 
his  treaty  entirely,  his  ferene  high- 
iels  (hall  receive,  under  the  title  of 
ndemnification  ;  ill.  the  levy-mo- 
,ey*  2d  The  equipage-money 
■lowed  to  the  olficers.  3d.  Three 
nonths  pay  for  the  whole  of  the 
mops,  according  to  the  table  an- 
exed  to  the  fecond  article,  &c. 
th.  One  year’s  fublidy. 
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17.  At  the  end  of  fix  years,  bis 
Britannic  /majelty;  (hall  lend  bade 
the  corps  at  the  difpofal  of  his  liigh- 
nels  in  the  fame  ltate  in  which  it 
was  taken  into  his  fervice,  and  be¬ 
ing  at  the  entire  expence  of  tranl¬ 
port  until  their  arrival  at  Darm- 
ftadt.  Jt  being  underftood  that 
his  majefty  fhall  not  pay  the  levy- 
money  for  th.e  men  who  may  he 
wanting  at  that  time,  except  in  the 
cafe  where  he  fhall  have  failed  to 
inform  the  lerene  landgrave  of  it 
fix  months  beforehand,  in  order  to 
lave  his.  highnefs  the  expence  of  a 
new  completion.  If  by  accident 
the  return  fhould  be  retarded,  the 
treaty  lhall  be  tacitly  prolonged  for 
one  year,  in  every  refpebt,  and  a 
certain  fum  fhall  be  agreed  upon  as  an 
equivalent  for  levy-money,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  prefent  arrangement. 

18.  If  his  majefty  lhould  think, 
proper,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
fix  years  fixed  for  the  duration  of 
this  treaty,  to  keep  the  faid  corps 
for  fome  years  longer,  his  highnels 
confents  to  it,  beforehand  ;  and  as 
it  will  be  then  only  neceftary  to 
make  an  arrangement  refpeding  the 
levy  and  equipage-money  for  tho- 
officers,  which  will  he  calculated 
according  to  the  proportions  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

19.  His  ferene  highnefs  referves 
to  himfelf  the  jurifdibtion  over  his 
troops,  as  well  as  all  difpofitions  re- 
fpe&ing  promotion,  difeipline,  and 
interior  adminiftration. 

20.  Ilis  Britannic  majeftv  grants 
to  his  highnefs  the  fum  of  15,0001. 
ftorling,  to  anfwer  the  firft  expences 
of  equipping  this  corps  ;  payment 
of  which  fhall  be  made  immediately 
after  the  fignature  of  this  treaty, 
and  fhall  be  carried  to  the  account 
of  levy-monev. 

*11-2 
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21.  Deferters  fliall  be  faithfully 
delivered  up  on  both  Tides,  and  nei¬ 
ther  the  i’oldiers,  nor  any  other  per¬ 
rons  belonging  to  the  corps  ot  Ileffe 
Darmftadt,  thall  be  permitted  to 
fettle  in  the  dominions  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty. 

In  witnels  whereof,  we  the  un- 
dertigned,  authorized  by  the  lull 
power  of  his  majelty  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  on  orn>  Tide,  and  ot 
his  ferene  highnefs  the  reigning 
landgrave  of  Hefie  Darmftadt,  on 
the  other,  have  figned  the  prefent 
treaty,  and  have  canted  the  fcals  ot 
mir  arms  to  be ‘affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Frankfort ,  this  10 tli  day 
of  June,  1796. 

(r..  s.)  C.  Craufurd. 

(l.  a.)  C.  B.  1)e  Barkiiaus. 


Speech  of  his  "Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  both 
Houfcs  of  Parliament ,  Jan.  21, 
1790. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  received  his  majefty’s 
commands  to  meet  you  in  parlia¬ 
ment. 

It  gives  me  the  mod  lincere  fatis- 
fa&ion  to  be  authorized  to  inform 
you,  that  notwithdunding  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  the  enemy  paffeffed 
at  the  commencement  of  the.  lad 
year,  and  the  fucceffes  which  at¬ 
tended  their  operations  in  the 
farmer  parts  of  the  campaign,  the 
general  fituationof  affairs  is  on  the 
Whole  molt  etlentially  improved. 

The  continued  and  brilliant  fuc- 
ceffes  of  the  Andrian  armies  upon 
the  Rhine,  the  important  captures 
®f  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Trin- 
comaJe  by  his  majefty 's  forces,  and 
decided  andsouftriuediuperiority 
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of  his  fleet's,  are  circumftanees  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  the  com¬ 
mon  caule,  and  their  effect  is  height* 
ened  by  the'  internal  didreffes,  the 
ruined  commerce,  and  increafing  fi¬ 
nancial  embarraffment  of  the  enemy* 

The  cribs  lately  ,  depending  irj 
France  has  led  to  an  order  of  things 
in  that  country,  Inch  as  will  induce 
his  majefty  to  meet  any  difpolition 
to  negotiation  on  the  part  of  tin* 
enemy,  with  an  earned  de-fire  to 
give  it  the  fulled  and  fpeedieft  effect; 
and  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  general 
peace,  when  it  may  be  effected  on 
juft  and  fuitable  terms-  for  hiinielf 
and  his  allies. 

The  treaty  of  commerce  between 
his  majefty  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  having  been  mutually 
ratified,  I  have  ordered  copies  of  it, 
by  his  majefty's  command,  to  be 
laid  before  you. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  announce 
to  you,  that  her  royal  highnefs  the 
princefs  of  Wales  has  been  happily 
delivered  of  a  princefs;  an  event 
which,  by  giving  additional  liabi¬ 
lity  to,  his  majefty ’s  au-guft  houfe, 
cannot  fail  to  afford  you  the  higheff 
latisfa&ion. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Cora-' 
mens, 

I  obferve  with  the  fincereft  plea-, 
fure,  that,  notwithftanding  the  con¬ 
tinued  preffure  of  the  war,  the  com¬ 
merce  and  revenues  of  this  king¬ 
dom  have  not  in  any  degree  fallen 
from  that  flourifhing  date  of  ad¬ 
vancement,  which  in  the  lad  lcffioa 
of  parliament  was  a  fubjett  of  Inch 
juft'  congratulation.  This  circurn* 
dance  affords  a  decifive  proof,  that 
your  profperity  is  founded  on  a 
l’olid  bafis,  and  leads  me  to  indulge 
the ,  flattering  doge*  that  whatevei 
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additional  burdens  you  may  find  it 
neceflary  to  impofe  will  not  be  ma¬ 
terially  felt  by  the  people. 

I  have  ordered  the  public  ac¬ 
counts  and  eftimates  for  the  enfuing 
year  to  be  laid  before  you,  and  have 
uo  doubt  of  your  readme  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  fuch  fupplies  as  a  due  fenfe  of 
the  exigencies  of  the  kingdom  thall 
fuggelt,  and  the  wife  policy  of 
ftrengthening  his  majelty ’s  exertions 
for  procuring  a  folid  and  permanent 
peace  lliall  appear  to  lender  neceflary. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  feel  mv- 
felf  obliged  to  advert  to  tliofe  lecret 
and  treafonable  ali’ociations,  the 
dangerous  extent  and  malignity  of 
which  have,  in  fom-e  degree,  been 
difclofed  in  feveral  trials;  and  to 
the  dilturbances  which  have  taken 
place  in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
It  has,  at  the  fame  time,  been  a 
fource  of  great  fatisfaCtion  to  me, 
to  obferve  the  fuccefsful  and  meri¬ 
torious  exertions  of  the  magiltrates 
in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  the  alacrity  which  his  maj  city's 
regular  and  militia  forces  liave  uni- 
verfally  manifefted  in  a:d  of  the 
civil  power  whenever  they  have 
been  called  upon  for  the  prelervation 
of  the  peace,  and  fupport  of  the 
laws.  It  remains  for  your  prudence 
and  wifdom  to  devife  Inch  meal’ures 
as,  together  with  the  continuance  of 
thole  exertions,  and  with  the  addi¬ 
tional  power  which,  by  the  advice 
ot  the  privy  council,  1  have  thought 
it  neceflary  to  eltablilh  in  different 
counties,  will  prevent  the  return  of 
flmilar  excefles,  and  re  ft  ore  a  proper 
reverence  for  the  laws  of  the 
country. 

The  fuperior  and  increafmg  im¬ 
portance  of  the  agriculture  and 
suauufubtur.es,  and  particularly  of 
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the  linen  manufacture  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  will  command  your  accuftomed 
fupport.  Under  the  prefent  litua- 
tion  of  Europe,  you  cannot  fail  to 
attend,  with  peculiar  vigilance,  to 
the  general  Hate  of  proviiions ;  and; 
if  circumflances  lhali,  at  any  time, 
render  your  interpolation  advifable, 
1  have  no  doubt  of  your  adopting 
fuch  meafures  as  lhali  beft  apply  to 
the  exifling  neceflity  of  the  times. 

I  am  alio  delirous  of  pointing 
your  attention  to  the  praleflant  char¬ 
ter  ichools,  and  other  mftifcutions 
-of  public  charity  and  improvement. 

Your  unanimity  and  zeal  caa 
never  be  of  more  importance  than 
at  the  prefent  crilis,  in  order  to  im- 
prefs  the  enemy  with  a  thorough 
conviction  of  the  refources  of  his 
majelty ’s  kingdoms,  and  to  {procure 
a  favourable  termination  to  your 
honourable  efforts.  Ilis  majelty 
has  the  fullelt  reliance  on  your  lirm- 
nefs  and  attachment,  and  on  the 
fortitude,  lpirit,  and  perfeverance  of 
his  people, 

It  will  lie  my  ambition,  as  it  is 
my  duty,  to  represent  your  zeal  in 
his  majelty ’s  lervice  ;  and  it  will 
be  my  perlbnal  and  moft  anxious 
with  to  co-operate  with  your  efforts 
in  the  common  caufe,  in  which  we 
are  all  equally  engaged  and  intereft- 
ed;  and  my  utmoff  endeavours  lliall 
be  ufed  to  lie  cure  the  happinefs  and 
profperity  of  this  kingdom,  and  to 
protect  and  maintain  its  molt  ex¬ 
cellent  conltitution, 


Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Irilh 
Hoa/e  of  Commons ,  on  prefent ing 
the  Bills  of  Supply  to  his  Excel - 
lency  the  Lord  Lieu  tenant,  for  the 
Royal  Af'ent. 

I  SHOULD  fell  a  pride  iii  re¬ 
peating  the  fentiments  of  loyalty 
*  It  3  wiucJl 
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which  direct  the  commons  in  all 
their  deliberations,  but  the  bills  of 
fupply,  which  they  now  offer,  de¬ 
clare  them  more  effectually  than  it 
is  in  the  power  of  any  language  to 
exprefs. 

We  are  a  part  of  the  empire  ;  we 
will  Hand  or  fall  with  Britain  ;  it  is 
our  repeated,  determined  rei'olution, 
and  this  nation  will  exert  all  its 
powers,  and  will  call  forth  all  its 
relources,  to  fupport,  with  her,  the 
common  caufe,  to  uphold  the  fafety 
ot  the -laws,  the  religion,  and  the 
eonffitution,  again  ft  the  overthrow 
with  which  the  p relent  unprovoked 
and  unexampled  war  attempts  to 
th  reaten  them. 

“Peace  is  an  objetff  moft  devoutly 
to  be  wifhed  ;  but  an  infecure  peace 
is  only  a  fmothered  war;  for  a  lad¬ 
ing  and  honourable  one  (and  none 
can  be  lading  that  is  not  honour¬ 
able)  we  look  to  the  powerful  im- 
prethons  which  the  abundant  re¬ 
lources  of  the  empire,  the  vigour 
ot  his  majefty’s  exertions,  and  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  all  Ins  fub- 
jegls,  muff  make  on  the  common 
enemy. 

We  have,  accordingly,  with  an 
unanimous  voice,  granted  fupplies 
to  the  utmoft  defire  expreffed  by 
his  majefty’s  miniffers,  and  in  doing 
10  we  look  back  with  great  l'atis- 
faCtion  on  the  energy,  wifdom,  and 
economy,  with  which  the  verjr 
liberal  fupplies  of  the  laft  feffions 
have  been  adminiftered  under  your 
excellency’s  government. 

1  he  defence  of  the  kingdom  has 
had  due.  attention  paid  to  it.  The 
Ipirit  of  inlurrechon  has  been  vigo- 
rouffy  lupprellecl  wherever  it  has  ap¬ 
peared,  and  we  have  the  ftrongelt 
hope  from  the  vigilance,  tire  firjn- 
nelf,  and  conciliating  moderation, 
which  have  marked  v<ur  excel¬ 


lency’s  conduct  fince  your  arrival  in 
this  kingdom,  that  under  the  addi¬ 
tional  powers  with  which  the  laws 
of  this  feffion  will  have  armed  the 
magiffracy,  it  will  be  totally  and 
l’peedily  fubdued. 


Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 

Ireland,  to  both  lion fes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  April  15,  1796, 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

IN  releafing  you  from  farther  at¬ 
tendance  in  parliament,  I  am  pecu¬ 
liarly  commanded  by  his  majeffy 
to  thank  you  for  that  conlpicuous 
zeal  and  unanimity,  fo  honourable 
to  yourfelves,  and  fo  impreffive  on 
our  enemies,  which  have  marked 
your  conduct  through  the  whole 
feffions,  in  promoting,  by  your  en¬ 
ergy  and  temper,  the  interefts  of 
your  country,  and  in  iupporting,  by 
your  fpirit  and  liberality,  the  com¬ 
mon  caufe  of  the  empire. 

His  majeffy  has  taken  the  ffeps 
which  appeared  moft  proper  for 
fetting  on  foot  a  negotiation  for 
general  peace,  if  the  enemy  Ihould 
be  difpofed  to  enter  intofuch  nego¬ 
tiation  on  grounds  confident  with* 
the  fafety,  honour,  and  intereft  of 
his  majefty’s  kingdoms,  and  of  his 
allies. 

If  his  majefty’s  views  in  this  re- 
fpefft  fiipuld  fail,  he  has  no  doubt, 
that  the  valour  of  his  fubjects,  the 
relources  of  his  kingdoms,  and  the 
exertions  of  the  powers  engaged 
with  him,  will  ultimately  produce 

this  deftrable  end. 

*  «  '  •  •  . 

Gentlemen  of  the  Iloufe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  am  to  thank  you,  in  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  name,  for  the  cheerfulnefs 

and 
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and  liberality  witli  which  you  have 
provided  for  tjbe  current  fervices  of 
tlie  year,  and  it  affords  me  the 
higheft  fatis  faction,  to  retie  6t  that 
thefe  objects  have  been  attained  by 
burthens  fo  judiciouily  impofed,  that 
they  can  fcarcely  affed  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people.  It  is  equally 
fatisfadory  to  obferve,  that  your 
ftrength  and  profperity  remain  un- 
diminilhed,  notwithftanding  the  prel- 
fure  of  the  war,  and  it  will  be  my 
endeavour  to  cheriffi  your  refources, 
and  apply  your  liberality  with  eco¬ 
nomy  and  prudence. 

% 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  inquiries  I  had  ordered  to 
be  made  with  regard  to  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  laff  harveft,  and  the 
meafures  taken  by  you  to  prevent 
the  export  of  grain,  muff  relieve  the 
public  mind  from  an  apprehenfion 
of  fcarcity.  If  any  illicit  means 
Humid  be  attempted,  to  evade  the 
provifions  of  the  laws,  which  have 
been  enacted  upon  this  important 
Aibjed,  I  fhall  not  he  inattentive  in 
exercifing  thofe  powers  with  which 
I  am  entruffed. 

The  vigorous  meafures  you  have 
adopted  for  the  fupprellion  of  in- 
furrection  and  outrage,  and  the  wife 
provifions  you  have  made  for  pre¬ 
venting  the  ex  tendon  of  fimilar 
offences,  muff  have  the  muff  l’alu- 
tary  effects. 

The  new  regulation  of  licences 
under  the  fuperiutendence  of  magi- 
ftrates,  will  tend  to  promote  tran¬ 
quillity  and  fobriety.  The  eftablilh- 
inent  of  more  frequent  tedious  of  the 
peace  will  afford  an  eafy  and  expe¬ 
ditious  adminiftrution  of  jultice  in 
the  different  diitriCts  throughout  the 
kingdom.  The  liberal  in  create  of 
ialaries  of  the  judges,  and  tbue 


alteration-  of  the  civil-bill  jtirifdic- 
tion,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
lower  ranks  of  the  people,  wall  eu- 
fure  the  conftant  and  regular  atten¬ 
tion  of  his  majefty’s  judges  to  the 
civil  and  criminal  bulinels  that  will 
remain  to  be  done  on  the  circuits.  , 

Thefe  meafures  cannot  but  de- 
monttrate  to  the  people  at  large  the 
firmnefs  and  the  temper  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  which,  whilft  it  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  rep  refs  the  exeeffes  of 
licentioufnefs  and  outrage,  is  at  the 
fame  time  anxious  to  enfure  to  the. 
country  thofe  permanent  advantages 
of  fecurity.,  peace  and  good  order, 
which  .are  to  be  derived  from  a 
prompt  and  upright  admin  iff  ration 
of  juffice. 

I  cannot  too  ftrongly  recommend 
it  to  you  to  give  effect  to  thefe  bene¬ 
fits  by  your  example  and  prefence  ; 
and  I  am  confident,  that  when  you 
are  relieved  from  your  duty  in  par¬ 
liament,  all  ranks  and  defcriptions 
of  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjects 
will  feel  themfelv.es  protected  by 
your  exertions  and  authority  in  your 
different  counties. 

Your  kind  declarations  in  favour 
of  my  adminiftration  make  the 
deepelt  impreffions  upon  my  feelings. 

If  I  have  any  claim  to  your  confi¬ 
dence  and  good  opinion,  it  ariles 
from  the  fidelity  with  which  I  have 
rep  re  fen  ted  to  his  majeltv  your 
loyalty  -  and  zeal,  and  from  the 
fine  ere  delire  I  feel  to  conform  my  « 
conduct  to  your  fentiments. — Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  form  one  em¬ 
pire  ;  they  are  infeparably  connect¬ 
ed;  they  inuft  ftand  or  fall  together; 
and  w.e  are  all  equally  engaged, 
becaufe  we  are  all  equally  interelted 
in  the  common  caufe  of  delending 
and  upholding  our  religion,  our  laws, 
m^l  our  confutation. 

*11  4  Speech 
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Speech'  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  to  both  Hovfes  of  Lav- 
ham  ent,  Od.  13,  I79G. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  hismajefty’s  commands 
to  acquaint  you  that  he  has  thought 
it  need! ary  to  require  your  attend¬ 
ance  in  parliament  at  this  early 
period,  and  to  refort  to  your  deli¬ 
berate  wifdom,  at  a  time  when  the 
ambitious  projects  of  our  enemies 
have  threatened  to  interrupt  the 
happinefs  and  profperity  of  his 
people,  by  making  a  defeent  on  this 
kingdom  and  Great  Biitain.  And 
although  his  majefty  looks  forward 
with  the  ut  molt  confidence  to  the 
fpirit,  loyalty,  and  ability,  of  his 
faithful  people  of  Ireland,  to  repel 
fuch  an  attack ;  it  will  yet  become 
your  wifdom  to  negleCt  no  precau¬ 
tions  which  may  preclude  the  at¬ 
tempt,  or  fee u re  the  fpeediell  means 
of  turning  it  to  the  confufion  of  the 
enemy. 

His  majefty  has  been  gracioufly 
plcafcd  to  direct  an  addition  to  be 
made  to  the  regular  forces  in  this 
kingdom,  by  troops  lent  from  Great 
Britain,  the  greater  part  of  which 
is  already  arrived  ;  and  in  purfuance 
of  his  majefty’s  commands,  I  have 
alfo  encouraged  the  loyal  and  zea¬ 
lous  difpofition  which  has  generally 
dil  played  ill  elf,  to  alloc  iate  in  arms 
under  his  majefty’s  authority,  for 
the  better  fecurity  of  property,  and 
the  prefervation  of  tranquillity  and 
good  order. 

In  confequence  of  the  fteps  which 
his  majefty  lias  taken  to  reitore 
peace  to  Europe,  and  to  fepure  its 
future  tranquillity,  a  way  has  at 
length  been  opened  for  an  immecliate 
and  direct  negotiation  :  and  1  am 
commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that 
it  is  his  majefty’s  intention  to  fend 
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a  perfon  to  Paris,  with  full  power? 
to  treat  for  the  reftoration  of  general 
peace. 

The  apparently  hoftile  difpofi- 
tions  and  conduct  of  the  court  of 
Spain,  have  led  to  difeuflions,  of 
which  I  am  not  able  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  final  reful t :  but, 
whatever  may  he  their  ilfue,  they 
cannot  but  afford  to  Europe  a  further 
proof  of  his  majefty’s  moderation 
and  forbearance,  and  cannot  tail  to 
animate  your  utmoft  exertions  in 
defending  the  dignity,  rights,  and 
intereft  of  the  empire,  againft  every 
aggrellion. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  this 
year,  it,  muft  afford  you  the  greatelt 
fatisfaclion  to  oblerve,  that,  by  the 
fpirit  and  exertions  of  his  majefty’s 
navy,  the  commerce  of  this  king¬ 
dom  has  been  protected  in  a  degree 
almoft  beyond  example  ;  and  in  nc 
part  more  completely,  than  by  the 
Ik  ill,  activity,  and  bravery  of  the 
lquadron  Rationed  on  the  coaft  ol 
this  kingdom. 

The  fucceis  of  his  majefty’s  arms 
in  tlie  Eaft  and  Welt  Indies  has 
been  highly  honourable  and  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  empire ;  and  evinces 
in  the  ftrengeft  manner,  the  valoiu, 
and  good  conduct  ol  his  forces 
both  by  fea  and  land. 

The  fteady  and  dignified  c.ondur 
of  the  emperor,  and  the  intrepidity 
and  fpirit  of  the  Auftrian  forces 
under  the  command  of  the  arch 
duke  Charles,  have  given  foeftentia 
a  change  to  the  afpect  ol  affairs  01 
the  continent,  as  to  inlpire  a  well 
grounded  confidence  that  the  fine 
refult  of  the  campaign  will  he  lucl 
as  materially  to  promote  his  mu 
jefty’s  endeavours  to  obtain  a  lal 
and  honourable  peace  lor  himleh 
and  his  allies. 

Gen  tie  me- 
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■Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

]  have  ordered  to  be  laid  before, 
you  an  account  of  l’ueli  articles  of 
expence  as  are  not  included  in  the 
eltimates  for  the  current  year,  and 
which  the  prefent  circumftances 
have  rendered  nec chary  ;  and  when 
you  conlider  the  great  interefts  for 
which  we  are  engaged,  and  the 
objeCts  for  which  we  are  contend¬ 
ing,  I  doubt  not  that  you  will  grant 
the  fupplies  which  maybe  requifite 
for  them  with  your  accuttomed  libe¬ 
rality  ;  and  when  the  ordinary  ac¬ 
counts  and  eltimates  for  the  enfuing 
year  fh all  be  laid  before  you,  I  trait 
you  will  then  proceed  with  the  zeal 
you  have  always  manifefled  in  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate, 
and  the  honourable  fupport  of  his 
lnujefty’s  government. 

Mv  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*/  ' 

The  expediency  of  the  vigorous 
mea hires  which  you  have  adopted 
in  the  lull  feffion  of  parliament  has 
been  amply  proved  by  the  outrages 
which  they  were  intended  to  fup- 
prefs,  having  in  a  great  meafure 
hiblided.  I  am,  however,  to  lament 
that  in  one  part  of  the  country, 
good  order  has  not  yet  been  entirely 
reftored,  and  that  in  other  diltriCts, 
a  treafonable  l’yftem  of  fecret  con¬ 
federation,  by  the  adminiftering  of 
illegal  oaths,  dill  continues,  although 
no  means  within  the  reach  of  go¬ 
vernment  have  been  left  untried  to 
counteract  it. 

You  will  not  fail,  at  a.  proper 
time,  to  continue  your  attention  to 
the  manufactures,  the  agriculture, 
and  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
and  to  extend  your  accultomed  be¬ 
nevolence  to  the  Proteftant  charity 
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fehools,  and  the  other  inftitutions 
of  education  and  charity  which 
have  been  lb  long  foftered  by  your 
liberal  encouragement. 

The  prol’perity  and  refources  of 
the  kingdom,  lb  highly  improved 
by  your  meritorious  care,  ftill  re¬ 
main  unimpaired  by  the  preflu  re  of 
the  war ;  and  I  trull  to  your  unre¬ 
mitting  attention  for  the  further 
advancement  of  your  national  pro- 
Iperity. 

You  have  learnt  the  fleps  which 
his  majelty  has  taken  to  procure 
the  bleflings  of  general  peace  upon 
a  l'olid  and  permanent  bafls.  Should 
thefe  gracious  endeavours  of  his 
majefty  not  be  followed  by  the  fuc- 
cels  wdiich  he  has  every  realon  to 
exped,  he,  is  latisfied  that  the  af¬ 
fections,  courage,  and  perfeverance 
of  his  people,  will  enable  him  to 
fruftrate  the  defigns  of  our  enemies, 
and  to  maintain  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown. 

It  will  afford  roe  the  higheft  fa- 
,  tisfaClion  to  be  aided  at  this  im¬ 
portant  crifis  by  your  advice ;  and 
I  rely,  with  a  confidence  you  have 
taught  me  to  indulge,  upon  your 
liberal  interpretation  of  my  .con¬ 
duct,  and  upon  that  fupport  I  have 
fo  amply  experienced  frnce  I  re¬ 
ceived  his  majefty ’s  commands  to 
repair  to  this  country;  and  it  will 
be  peculiarly  gratifying  to  me  if  [ 
fiiould  have  the  good  fortune,  in 
the  adminiftration  of  the  kinu’s 
government,  to  imprefs  upon  your 
minds  the  full  extent  of  his  majef- 
tv;s  paternal  care  of  this  kingdom, 
and  of  my  own  anxiety  to  promote., 
by  every  means,  its  interefts,  its 
fafetv,  and  its  profperity. 

A  Pro* 


I 
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tarnation  o  f  Ms  Excellency  the 
hat'd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  againjl 
illegal  and  treafonable  Ajfbciations. 


Camden. 

"WHEREAS,  we  have  received 
information,  that  divers  ill-affedfed 
.  perfons  have  entered  into  illegal  and 
treafonable  affociations,  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  counties  of  Antiim, 
Down,  T  yrone,  Londonderry,  and 
Armagh,  to  fubvert  the  eftablilhed 
government  of  this  kingdom  ;  and 
for  the  effecting  fuch  their  trea- 
fonable  purpofes,  have  aflaffinated 
divers  of  his  majefty’s  faithful  and 
loyal  fubjecls,  who  have  endea¬ 
voured,  and  threaten  to  sftuffinate 
others  who  IE  all  endeavour^  to  de¬ 
tect  or  fupprefs  their  treafon  ;  and 
in  further  profecution  of  their  de¬ 
signs,  have  endeavoured  to  deter 
his  majefty’s  loyal  fubjecls  from 
inrolling  themfelves  under  officers 
commiffioned  by  his  mrjefty  for  the 
defence  of  this  kingdom,  during  the 
prefent  war,  by  maiming  and  de¬ 
stroying  their  cattle,  and  by  affault- 
ing  and  wantonly  wounding  one 
perfon,  avowedly  becaufe  he  had 
inrolled  himfelf,  and  by  threatening 
a  ftafti  nation  againft  all  perfons  who 
fhoukl  fo  in  roll  themfelves;.  and  in 
further  profecution  of  fuch  their 
purpofes,  have,  by  felonious  and 
other  illegal  means,  endeavoured 
fecretly  to  procure  ammunition  and 
other  warlike  ffores  ;  and  particu¬ 
larly,  that  feveral  evihdilpoled  per¬ 
fons  lately  broke  into  one  of  his 
majefty/s  (tores  m  the  town  of  Bel- 
1, iff,  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  and 
thereout  took  and  carried  away  ten 
barrels  of  gunpowder. 

And  whereas  we  have  aifo  re¬ 
ceived  information,  that,  on  Tuefduy 
trie  iff  of  November  inti  ant,  a  con¬ 
fide:';,,  hie  numbei  of  armed  men,  uf- 


fociated  in  the  aforefaid  treafonable 
conlpiracies,  entered  the  town  of 
Stevvarffown,  in  the  county  of  Ty¬ 
rone,  and  cut  and  maimed  feveral 
of  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the 
laid  town,  who  had  refufed  to  join 
in  their  affociations,  and  who  had 
agreed  to  inroll  themfelves  in  the 
corps  under  officers  to  he  commif¬ 
fioned  by  his  majefty,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  ol  the  public  peace,  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  kingdom 


againft  foreign  invalion. 


And  whereas  we  have  alfo  re¬ 
ceived  information,  that,  in  further 
profecution  of  the  laid  treafonable 
purpofes,  many  large  bodies  of  men 
have  ailembled,  and  arrayed  them- 
lel  ves,  and  marched  in  military 
order,  and  with  military  mafic, 
through  feveral  parts  of  the  laid 
diffnets,  under  pretence  of  faving 
corn,  and  digging  potatoes,  (though 
they  far  exceeded  the  number  necef- 
fary  to  be  employed  in  fuch  fervice) 
to  the  very  great  terror  of  the  loyal 
and  faithful  fubjecls  of  his  majefty. 

And  whereas  fuch  treafonable 
outrages  have  caufed  \yell-grounded' 
alarms  in  the  minds  of  his  majefty  s 
faithful  iubje&s,  and  are  of  the 
molt  dangerous  and  pernicious  ten-» 
dency. 

Now  we,  the  lord  lieutenant  and 
privy  council,  being  determined  to 
maintain  the  public  peace,  and  to 
afford  protection  to  all  his  majefty’s 
loyal  fubjeCls,  and  immediately  and 
effectually  to  exercife  all  powers 
with  which  the  conftitution  has  in-  i 
vetted  us  for  thefe  purpofes,  do.  ; 
forewarn  all  perfons  of  the  danger 
they  may  incur,  and,  on  their  alle¬ 
giance,  charge  them  to  debit  from 
fuch  treafonable  practices. 

And  we  do  hereby  Itriclly  charge 
and  command  ail  mayors,  Iheritfs, 
juffices  of  the  peace,  tmd  other 
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peace  officers,  and  all  officers  civil 
and  military  in  this' kingdom,  and 
all  other  his  majefty’s  loving  fub- 
jecls,  as  they  tender  their  allegiance 
to  his  majelty,  and  their  own  lately, 
to  life  their  belt  endeavours  to  pre¬ 
vent,  and,  where  that  cannot  be 
done,  to  difcover  and  bring  to  jultice 
thole  concerned  in  the  aforefaid 
practices  ;  and  to  prevent  and  dil- 
perfe  all  treafonable,  leditious,  or 
unlawful  afiemblies  ;  the  neceffary 
orders  having  been  already  iffueli 
to  the  l'everal  officers  of  his  ma- 
jelly's  forces  in  this  kingdom,  to  be 
aiding  and  affifting  to  the  civil  ma- 
giftrates  in  the  execution  of  their 
duties  for  that  purpofe. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in 
Dublin,  the  6th  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  1796. 

^ -  -  r  -  -  -  -  ■  - 

A  Proclamation  by  the  Lord  Lieute¬ 
nant  and  Council  of  Ireland,  de-- 
c  taring  certain  Parts  of  the  County 
of  Down  in  a  Jtate  of  Difturbance. 

Camden. 

WIJEREAS,  by  an  aft  of  parlia* * 
fnent  palled  in  this  kingdom,  m  the 
(36th  year  of  his  majefty’s  reign,  in¬ 
tituled,  “  An  Aft  more  effectually  to 

I.  J 

''  lupprefs  Infurreftions,  and  to  pre- 

*  vent  the  Difturbance  of  the  fiublic 
‘  Peace,”  it  is  enafted,  that  it  lhall 
be  ffawful  for  the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  of  any  county,  ali’embled  at  a 
IpeciaPfeffion  in  manner  by  the  laid 
lit  directed,  not  being  fewer  than 
even,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
Hie  of  whom  to  be  of  the  quorum,  if 
-hey judge  (it,  upon  due  confideration 
»1  the  ftate  of  the  county,  to  fig- 
My  by  memorial,  by  them  figned, 

;o  the  lord  lieutenant,  or  other  chief 
lovernor  or  governors  of  this  king- 
icin,  that  they  conlidei  their  coun- 


* 

tv,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  be  in  a 
ftate  ol  difturbance,  or  in  immediate 
danger  of  becoming  lb,  and  praying 
that  the  lord  heutcnalit  and  council 
may  proclaim  fucb  county,  or  part 
thereof,  to  be  in  a  Hate  of  difturb¬ 
ance,  thereupon  it  lhall  be  lawful 
for  the  lord  lieutenant,  or  other 
chief  governor  or  governors  of  this 
kingdom,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
his  maj city’s  privy  council,  by  pro¬ 
clamation,  to  declare  fuch  county, 
or  any  part  of  fuch  county,  to  be  in 
a  ftate  ol  difturbance,  or  111  immedi¬ 
ate  danger  of  becoming  lb,  and  allb 
fuch  parts  of  any  adjoining  county- 
or  counties  as  fuch  chief  governor 
or  governors  lhall  think  lit,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  continuance  or  ex- 
tenlion  of  fuch  difturbance. 

And  whereas  twenty-four  juftices 
of  the  peace  ol  the  county  of  Down 
(l'everal  of  them  being  of  the  quorum) 
being  the  major  part  of  the  juftices 
of  the  peace  duly  aifembled,  purl'u- 
ant  to  the  laid  act,  at  a  fpeciul  felfiori 
of  the  peace,  holden  at  IlillfboTough, 
in  the  laid  county,  on  Friday  the 
1 1  tb  day  of  November  inftant,  have, 
by  memorial  by  them  figned,  figni- 
fied  to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant,  that  certain  parts  of  the  laid 
county  are  in  a  ftate  of  difturbance, 
and  have  thereby  prayed  that  the 
lord  lieutenant  and  council  may 
proclaim  the  parilbes  of  T ’ullylfth, 
Aghaderg,  Donaghcloney,  Moira, 
Maralin,  and  Seapatrick,  being 
parts  of  the  laid  county  of  Down, 
to  be  in  a  ftate  of  difturbance,  of 
which  all  juftices  of  the  peace,  and 
other  magiftrates  and  peace  officers 
of  the  laid  county,  are  to  take  notice. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in 
Dublin,  the  16th  day  ol  November, 
1796. 

W.  Armagh  Oarleton 

Clare,  C.  Yelverton 

Weftmeath 


I 
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Weftmeath 
Bell  anion  t 
Altamont 
Portailington 

Ely 

I  Ion 

Mount  joy 
Mulberry 
Donoughmore 


Ch.  Fitzgerald 
J.  Bereslord 

II.  Cavendish 
Her.  Langnflie 
T.  Folium 
Arthur  Wolfe 
James  Fitzgerald 
Robert  Rofs 
Lodge  Morres 
S.  Hamilton 
God  fave  the  King. 


Treaty  of  Peace ,  concluded  between 
fhc  King  of  Sardinia  and  the 
French  republic. 

THE  French  republic  and  his 
jnajeffy  the  king  of  Sardinia,  equal¬ 
ly  animated  by  the  delire  of  making 
ii  happy  peace  fueceed  to  the  war 
which  .divides  them,  have  appointed, 
viz.  the  executive  directory,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  republic,  citizen 
Charles  Delacroix,  minifter  of  fo¬ 
reign  affairs,  and  his  mnjefty  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  M.  M.  the  Cheva- 
hers  de  Revel  and  de  To  nib,  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  the  claufes  and  conditions 
proper  for  re- establishing  and  con¬ 
solidating  good  harmony  between 
the  two  hates,  who,  after  leaving 
.exchanged  their  full  and  refpeetive 
powers,  have  agreed  to  the  following 
articles  : 

I.  There  fliall  be  peace  and  good 
/neighbourhood  between  the  French 
republic  and  the  king  of  Sardi¬ 
nia.  All  hpftiiities  fhail  ceafe  be¬ 
tween  the  two  powers,  reckoning 
from  the  time  of  ligning  the  prelent 
treaty. 

II.  '1’he  king  of  Sardinia  revokes 
e11  adhefion,  con  Cent,  or  uecefTion, 
public  or  lee  ret,  given  by  him  to 
the  armed  coalition  againft  the 
Fren;  h  republic  :  and  all  the  trea¬ 
ties  of  alliance,  offend ve  upd  defen- 

$ 


five,  which  be  may  have  concluded 
againft  the  laid  republic  with  any 
power  whatfoever.  He  fliall  not 
iurnifh  any  contingent  in  men  or 
money  to  any  powers  armed  againft 
France,  upon  any  pretence,  or  under 
any  authority  whatfoever. 

III.  The  king  of  Sardinia  fairly 
and  entirely  renounces  for  ever,  for 
himfiTf  or  his  fucceflbrs,  in  favour 
of  the  French  republic,  all  the 
rights  which  he  can  pretend  to  have 
to  Savoy,  and  the  counties  of  Nice, 
Tenda,  and  Brcuil. 

IV.  The  limits  between  the  dates 
of  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  de- 
partments  of  the  French  republic 
fhall  be  marked  by  a  line  through 
the  molt  advanced  points  of  the 
frontier  of  Piedmont,  the  fumrnits, 
plateaux  (flat  tops  of  hills)  moun¬ 
tains,  and  other  places  hereafter 
described,  as  well  as  the  intermedi¬ 
ate  fummits  and  plateaux ,  viz.  from 
•the  point  -where  the  frontiers  of 
ci-deiant  Fuucigny,  Duchy  ol 
Aofte  and  Valais,  unite  to  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  Glaciers,  or  Monts- 
M  audits, 

iff.  The  fummits  or  plateaux  0:' 
the  Alps  at  ;the  riling  of  the  Col- 
111  ay  ox. 

ad.  Little  Saint  Bernard,  and  the 
hofpital  fituated  there. 

3d.  'Fhe  fummits  or  plateaux  o 
Mont-Alban,  of  the  Col-de  Cre- 
fance,  and  of  Mont-Ifcrau. 

4th.  Turning  a  little  towards  th»  i 
fouth,  the  fummits  or  plateaux  0 
Cerat  and  of  Gr.os-Cjgval,  % 

5th.  Great  Mont-Cenis,  and  tiff 
hofpital  which  Hands  to  the  fouth  < 
eaft  of  the  lake  of  that  mountain. 
,6th.  Little  Mont-Cenis. 

7th.  'Fhe  fummits  or  plateau 
which  feparate  the  valley  of  Barduj 
nach  from  the  Vahdes-Pres. 

8th.  Mont-Genevre. 


J 
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fth.  The  fummits  or  plateaux 
which  feparate  the  valley  of  Quiias 
from  that  of  Vaudois. 

10th.  Mont-de-V.,udois. 

nth.  Mont  de-Vii’o. 

12th.  Mont  de-l’Argeiitiere. 

13th.  The  i'ource  of  the  Abayette 
and  the  Stttra. 

1 4,tli.  The  mountains  between 
She  valleys  of  Stura  and  Gelid,  on 
part ;  and  thole  of  Saint  Stephen 
or  Tinea,  of  Saint  Martin  or 
Vczubia,  of  Tenda,  or  of  Iloya,  on 
the  other. 

15th.  Leroche-Barbon,  on  the 
•onlines  of  the  Hate  of  Genoa. 

If  fume  communes,  habitations 
•r  portions  of  territories  of  the  laid 
[communes,  actually  in  friendlhip 
with  the  French  republic,  fall  with¬ 
out  the  line  of  frontiers  above  de- 
feribed,  they  fhall  continue  to  make 
part  of  the  republic,  notwithstanding 
any  inference  that  may  be  made 
to  the  contrary  from  this  article. 

V.  The  king  of  Sardinia  engages 
not  to  permit  emigrants  or  perlons 
Iranfported  from  the  French  repub- 
lic  to  Hop  or  refide  in  his  dominions, 
lie  may,  however,  retain  in  his  ier- 
vice  the  emigrants  of  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  of  the. 
Maritime  Alps,  lb  long  as  they  give 
no  caui’e  of  complaint  by  enterpriles 

manoeuvres  tending  to  op  pole  the 
internal  lafety  ol  the  republic. 

VI.  'I  he  king  of  Sardinia  re¬ 
nounces  all  demand  of  recovery,  or 
perl'onal  claim  which  he  might  pre¬ 
tend  to  exerciie  againlt  the  French 
republic  lor  etudes  anterior  to  the 
prelent  treaty. 

VII.  There  fh.dl  be- immediately 
concluded  between  the  two  powers, 
at.eaty  of  commerce  on  an  equitable 
fal.s,  and  Inch  as  may  fecure  to  the 
french  nation  advantages,  at  lealt 
t^uai  to  thole  enjoyed  in  the  domi¬ 


nions  of  the  king  of  Sardinia  by  the 
molt  favoured  nations. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  communi¬ 
cations  and'  commercial  relations 
fhall  be  re-etlablilhed. 

VIII.  The  king  of  Sardinia  obli¬ 
ges  himfolf  to  grant  a  full  and  en¬ 
tire  amnefty  to  all  his  lubjeds  who 
have  been  prolecuted  tor  political 
opinions.  Every  procefs  which 
may  have  been  railed  on  this  lub- 
jed,  as  well  as  the  judgment?  which 
have  intervened,  arc  abolifhed.  All 
their  property,  movable  and  im¬ 
movable,  or  the  value  thereof,  if 
it  has  been  fold,  fhall  he  reltored 
without  delay,  it  Hi  all  be  lawful 
for  them  to  dilpofe  of  it,  to  return 
and  refide  in  the  dominions  of  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  or  to  retire  there¬ 
from. 

IX.  The  French  republic  and  Ids' 
nujeity  the  king  of  Sardinia,  en¬ 
gage  to  iupeHede  the  fequefhatioii 
ot  all  effects,  revenues,  or  property, 
feized,  confifcated,  detained,  cr 
fold,  belonging  to  the  citizens  or 
lubjeds  ot  either  power,  relative* 
to  the  adual  war,  and  to  admit 
them  refpedively  to  the  legal  exer- 
cile  of  the  ad  ions  or  rights,  which 
may  belong  to  them. 

X .  A 11  t  h e  p  rif  me  rs ,  re fj  ted i vefy 
made,  fhall  be  reltored  in  one  month, 
reckoning  from  the  exchange  of  ti  e 
ratifications  of  the  prefen t  treaty, 
on  paying  the  debts  which  they  may 
have  contradcd  during  their  capti¬ 
vity. 

The  tick  and  wounded  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the 
refpedive  hoipitals.  They  fhall  be 
reltored  when  cured. 

XI.  Neither  of  the  contracting 
powers  fiia.il  grant  a  pallkge  through 
its  territory  to  the  troops  of  any 
enemy  of  the  other. 

XII.  Belaies  the  fortreflea  of 

Coni, 
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Coni,  Ceva,  and  Tortona,  as  well  as 
the  territory  which  the  troops  of 
the  republic  occupy,  or  ought  to 
occupy,  they  fh all  occupy  the  for- 
t  re  lies  of  Exiles,  AlTiette,  Sufa, 
Brunette,  Chateau  Dauphin,  and 
Alexandria  ;  for  which  laft  place 
Valence  lhall  be  fubftituted,  if  the 
general  in  chief  of  the  French  re¬ 
public  prefer  it. 

XIII.  The  fortrefles  and  territo¬ 
ries  above  deferibed  lhall  be  reftored 
to  the  king  of  Sardinia  upon  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  between  the  republic  and  his 
majefty,  of  general  peace,  and  the 
eftablilhment  of  the  line  of  frontiers, 

XIV.  The  country  occupied  by 
the  troops  of  the  republic,  and 
which  fhould  be  definitively  reftored, 
fhall  remain  under  the  civil  govern¬ 
ment  of  his  Sardinian  majefty,  but 
lhall  be  liable  to  levies  of  military 
contributions,  and  furnilhing  pro- 
vilion  or  forage  which  have  been,  or 
may  be  enabled  for  the  fupply  of  the 
French  army. 

XV.  The  fortifications  of  Bru¬ 
nette  and  Sufa,  as  well  as- the  in- 
trenchments  formed  above  that 
town,  lhall  be  demolilhed,  and  de- 
ftroyed,  at  the  ex  pence  of  his  Sar¬ 
dinian  majefty,  under  the  direction  of 
commillioners  appointed  by  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  directory. 

The  king  of  Sardinia  lhall  not  be 
permitted  to  eftablifh  or  repair  any 
fortification  on  this  part  of  the 
frontier. 

XVI.  The  artillery  of  occupied 
places,  the  demolition  of  which  is 
not  liipulated  by  the  prelent  treaty, 
fhall  be  employed  for  the  lervice  of 
the  republic,  but  lhall  be '.reftored 
with  the  other  fortrefles  at  the  fame 
epo^h  to  his  Sardinian  majefty. 
rJ’lie  Ihxres  and  provilions  which 
may  be  there  fhall  be  confumed, 


without  recovery,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  republican  army. 

XVII.  The  French  troops  111 al  1 
have  free  paflage  through  the  ftates 
of  the, king  of  Sardinia,  in  entering 
or  returning  from  the  interior  of 
Italy.  - 

XVIII.  The.  king  of  Sardinia  ac¬ 
cepts  the  mediation  of  the  French 
republic  for  definitively  terminating 
the  differences  which  hgve  long 
fu  blitted  between  his  majefty  and  the 
republic  of  Genoa,  and  for  deciding 
on  their  refpective  claims. 

XIX.  Conformable  to  the  fixth 

article  of  the  treatv  concluded  at  the 

%/ 

Hague,  on  the  27th  Floreal,  3d  year, 
the  Batavian  republic  is  included 
in  the  prefent  treat}'.  There  lhali 
be  peace  and  friehdihip  between 
that  republic  and  the  king  of  Sar-' 
dinia.  Every  thing  fhall  be  elta- 
blilhed  between  them  on  the  lhme 
footing  as  before  the  prefent  war. 

XX.  The  king  of  Sardinia  fhall 
difavow,  by  his  minifter  to  the 
French  republic,  the  proceedings 
employed  towards  the  laft  ambaf- 
faVor  of  France.  , 

XXL  The  prefent  treaty  lhall  be 
ratified,  and  the  ratifications  ex-1 
changed  in  lei’s  than  one  mouthy 
reckoning  from  the  figning  of  the 
prefent  treaty.  . 

Done  and  concluded  at  Pans, 
the  25th  Floreal,  4th  year 
of  the  French  republic,  one 
and  indivifible,  anlwering  to 
the  15th  of  May,  1796. 
(Signed)  Charles  Delacroix. 

Le  Chevalier  dr  Revel, 
Le  Chevalier  de  Tonxo. 

The  executive  directory  decree! 
and  lign  the  piefent  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  king  of  Sardinia,  negoti¬ 
ated  in  the  name  of  the  French  re-' 
public  by  the  minifter  of  foreign! 
affairs,  appointed  by  the  executive 

directory,' 
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«iire<5lory,  by  a  decree  of  the  2-2d 
Florcal,  and  charged  with  inl'true- 
tions  to  that  e fleet. 

At  Paris,  the  28th  Floreal,  4th 
year  of  the  French  republic, 
one  and  indivitible. 

^Signed)  Letouuneur, 

Hew  bell, 

Carnot, 

P.  Barra s, 

L.  M.  Reveilleiie  Lepaux. 


Qffcnfivc  and  Defenfive  Treaty  of 

Alliance  between  the  French  Re¬ 
public  and  Spain. 

THE  executive  directory  of  the 
French  republic  and  his  catholic 
majefty  the  king  of  Spain,  animated 
by  the  with  to  ltrengthen  the  bonds 
*>f  amity  and  good  underbuilding 
happily  re-eftablilhed  between 
i France  and  Spain  by  the  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  at  Bade  on  the 
4th  Therwiidor,  and  the  third  year 
of  the  republic,  (duly  2-2,  1795) 
have  refolved  to  form  an  offenhve 
and  defenfive  treaty  of  alliance  for 
whatever  concerns  the  advantages 
and  common  defence  of  the  two 
nations;  and  they  have  charged 
with  this  important  negotiation, 
and  have  given  their  full  powers 
to  the  under-mentioned  perlons  ; 
namely  the  executive  dire/tory  of 
the  French  republic  to  citizen  Do¬ 
minique  Catherine  Perignon,  gene¬ 
ral  of  divilion  of  the  republic,  and 
its  ambaffador  to  his  catholic  mn- 
jetty  the  king  of  Spain  ;  and  his 
catholic  majefty  the  king  of  Spain, 
to  his  excellency  Don  Manuel  de 
viodoi,  prince  of  the  peace,  duke  of 
Alcudia,  Ac.  Ac.  Ac.  who,  after 
the  refpective  communication  and 
exchange  of  their  full  powers,  have 
agreed  on  the  following  articles  : 


Art.  1.  There  lliall  exift  for  ever 
an  otfenfive  and  defenfive  alliance 
between  the  French  republic  and 
his  catholic  majefty  the  king  of 
Spain. 

2.  The  two  con  tracing  powers 
fliall  be  mutual  guarantees,  without 
any  referve  or  exception,  in  the 
nioft  authentic  and  ah fo lute  wav, 
of  all  the  Itates,  territories,  iflands, 
and  the  places  which  they  po  fiefs, 
and  fliall  refpeefively  poflefs.  Ar.d 
if  one  of  the  two  powers  fliall  be 
in  the  fequel,  under  whatever  pre¬ 
text  it  may  he,  menaced  or  attack¬ 
ed,  the  other  promifes,  engages  and 
binds  itlelf  to  help  it  with  its  good 
olfices,  and  to  fuccour  it  on  its  re- 
quilition,  as  fliall  be  ftipulated  in  the 
following  articles  : 

3.  Within  the  fpace  of  three 
months,  reckoning  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  requiiition,  the  power 
called  on  fliall  hold  in  readinels, 
and  place  at  the  difpofal  of  the. 
power  calling,  1 5  blips  of  the  line, 
three  of  which  fliall  be  three-deck¬ 
ers,  or  of  80  guns,  twelve  of  from 
70  to  72,  fix  frigates  of  a  propor¬ 
tionate  force,  and  four  floops  or 
light  vefiels,  all  equipped,  armed, 
and  victualled  for  fix  months,  and 
ltored  for  a  year.  Thefe  naval 
forces  fliall  be  afiembled  by  the 
power  called  011  in  the  particular 
port  pointed  out  by  the  power  cal¬ 
ling- 

4.  In  cafe  the  requiring  power 
may  have  judged  it  proper  for  the 
commencement  of  lipitili ties  to  con¬ 
fine  itfelf  to  the  one-half  the  fuc¬ 
cour,  which  was  to  have  heefi  given 
in  execution  of  the  preceding  article*, 
it  may,  at  any  epoch  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  call  for  the  other  half  of  the 
afore  hud  fuccour,  which  fliall  be 
furniflied  m  the  mode  and  within 
the  fpace  fixed.  The  fpace  of  time 

to 
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to  be  reckoned  from  the  new  re^ui- 
lition. 

5.  The  power  called  on  flia.ll  in 
the  fame  way  place  at  the  difpofal 
of  the  requiring  power,  within  the 
lpace  of  three  months,  reckoning 
from  the  moment  of  the  requifition, 
eighteen  thouland  infantry,  and  fix 
thoufand  cavalry ;  with  a  propor¬ 
tionate  train  of  artillery  to  be  readily 
employed  in  Europe,  and  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  colonies  which  the  con¬ 
tracting  powers  poflefs  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico. 

6.  The.  requiring  power  Hi  all  be 
allowed  to  lend  one  or  leverai  com- 
mifhoners  for  the  purpofe  of  alluring 
itfelf  whether  conformably  to  the 
preceding  articles,  the  power  called 
on  has  put  itlelf  in  a  Hate  to  com¬ 
mence  hoflilities  on  the  day  lixed 
with  the  land  and  fea  forces. 

7.  Thefe  luce  ours  fhall  be  en¬ 
tirely  placed  at  the  difpolal  of  the 
requiring  power,  which  may  leave 
them  in  the  ports  and  on  the  teiri- 
tory  of  the  power  called  on,  or  em¬ 
ploy  them  in  any  expeditions  it  may 
think  fit  to  undertake,  without  being 
obliged  to  give  an  account  of  the 
motives  by  which  it  may  have  been 
determined. 

'3.  The  demand  of  the  fuccours 
Stipulated  in  the  preceding  articles, 
made  by  one  of  the  powers,  ihall 
iufiice  to  prove  the  need  it  has  of 
them,  and  fhall  bind  the  other 
power  to  diipofe  of  them,  without 
its  being  ncctliary  to  enter  into  any 
difeufhon  relative  to  the  queltion 
whether  the  war  it  propofes  be 
ofTenhve  or  defenlive ;  or  without 
any  explanation  being  required, 
which  may  tend  to  elude  the  moil 
fpeedy  and  exact  accompliihment 
of  what  is  ftipulated. 

9.  The  troops  aftd  fhips  de¬ 
manded  fhall  continue  at  the  dif¬ 


pofal  of  the  requiring  power  during 
the  whole  duration  of  the  war, 
without  its  incurring  in  any  cafe 
any  expenle.  The  power  called  on 
fhall  maintain  them  in  all  places 
where  its  ally  fhall  caufe  them  to 
ad,  as  if  it  employed  them  directly 
for  itfelf.  It.  is  limply  agreed  on, 
that  during  the  whole  of  the  time 
when  the  aforefaid  troops  or  fhips 
fhall  be  on  the  territory  or  in  thy 
ports  of  the  requiring  power,  it  fluff! 
furnifh  from  its  magazines  or  grfe- 
nals  whatever  may  be  neceflary  to 
them,  in  the  fame  way  and  at  the 
fame  price  as  it  luppiics  its  own 
troops  and  (hips. 

10.  The  power  called  on  fliah 
immediately  replace  the  fhips  if 
furn ifhes,  which  may  be  loft  by 
accidents  of  war  or  of  the  fea.  It 
fhall  alfo  repair  the  Ioffes  the  troops 
it  fupplies  may  fuffer. 

11.  If  the  aforefaid  fuccours  an 
found  to  he,  or  fhould  become  inluf* 
ficient,  the  two  contra&ing  powers 
fliall  put  on  foot  the  greateil  forces 
they  pollibly  can,  as  well  by  fea  as 
by  land,  againft  the  enemy  of  tin 
power  attacked,  which  {hall  employ 
the  aforefaid  forces,  either  by  com¬ 
bining  them,  or  by  caufing  them  tc 
ad  feparately,  and  this  conformably 
to  a  plan  concerted  between  them. 

1-2.  The  fuccours  ftipulated  b; 
the  preceding  articles  ihall  h 
furnifhed  in  all  the  wars  the  con 
trading  powers  may  have  to  main 
tain,  even  in  thole  in  which  th 
party  called  on  may  not  be  diredl-i 
interefted,  and  may  ad  merely  a 
a  fimple  auxiliary. 

13.  In  the  cafe  in  which  the  mo 
tives  of  hoflilities  being  prejudic'd 
to  both  parties,  they  may  declai 
war  with  one  common  alien t  again 
one  or  feveral  powers,  the  limits 
tioas  eftabl iflied  in  the  precedirt 
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articles  fhall  ceafe  to  take  place, 
and  the  two  contrading  powers 
fhall  be  bound  to  bring  into  adion 
againfl  the  common  enemy  the 
whole  of  their  land  and  fea  forces, 
and  to  concert  their  plans  fo  as  to 
Jired  them  towards  the  mofl  con¬ 
venient  points,  either  feparately  or 
by  uniting  them.  They  equally 
bind  themielves,  in  the  cafes  point- 
id  out  in  the  prefent  article,  not  to 
heat  for  peace  unlefs  with  one  com¬ 
mon  confent,  and  in  fuch  a  way  as 
:hat  each  fhall  obtain  the  fatisfac- 
;ion  which  is  its  due. 

14.  In  the  cale  in  which  one  of 
he  powers  fhall  ad  merely  as  an 
luxiliary,  the  power  which  alone 
hall  find  itfelf  attacked  may  treat 
or  peace  feparately,  but  fo  as  that 
10  prejudice  may  relult  from  thence 
0  the  auxiliary  power,  and  that  it 
hay  even  turn  as  much  as  poffible 
0  its  dired  advantage.  For  this 
urpofe  advice  fhall  be  gi^en  to  the 
uxiliary  power,  of  the  mode  and 
ime  agreed  on  for  the  opening  and 
iquel  of  the  negotiations. 

15.  Without  any  delay  there  fhall 
e  concluded  a  treaty  of  commerce 
tr  the  moft  equitable  bafis,  and  re- 
ip rocally  advantageous  to  the  two 
ations,  which  fhall  fecure  to  each 
f  them,  with  its  ally,  a  marked 
reference  for  the  produdions  of  its 
>il  or  manufadures,  or  at  leaft 
ivantages  equal  to  thofe  which 
ie  mofl  favoured  nations  enjoy  in 
ieir  refpedive  ftates.  The  two 
nvers  engage  to  make  inflantly  a 
>mmon  caufe  to  reprefs  and  anni- 
late  the  maxims  adopted  by  any 
mntry  whatever,  which  may  be 
bverlive  of  their  prefent  princi- 
es,  and  which  may  bring  into 
inger  the  fafety  of  the  neutral  flag, 
id  the  refped  which  is  due  to  it ; 

'  well  as  to  raife  and  re-eftablifh 

Vot.  XXXVI1T 


PAPERS.  *257 

the  colonial  fyflem  of  Spain  on  the 
footing  on  which  it  has  l'ubfilled,  or 
ought  to  fubfifl,  couformably  to 
treaties. 

16.  The  charader  and  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  confuls  fhall  be  at  th© 
fame  time  recognized  and  regulated 
by  a  particular  convention.  Thofe 
anterior  to  the  prefent  treaty  fhall 
be  provifionally  executed. 

17.  To  avoid  every  difpute  be¬ 
tween  the  two  powers,  they  fhall 
be  bound  to  employ  themfelves 
immediately,  and  without  delay,  in 
the  explanation  and  developement 
of  the  7th  article  ot  the  treaty  of 
Bade,  concerning  the  frontiers, 
conformably  to  the  inftrudions, 
plans,  and  memoirs,  which  fhall  be 
communicated  through  the  medium 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  who  negoti¬ 
ate  the  prefent  treaty. 

18.  England,  being  the  only 
power  againfl  which  Spain  has 
dired  grievances,  the  prefent  alli¬ 
ance  fhall  not  be  executed  unlefs 
againfl  her  during  the  prefent  war  ; 
and  Spain  fhall  remain  neuter  with 
refped  to  the  other  powers  armed 
againfl  the  republic. 

19.  The  ratifications  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  treaty  fhall  be  exchanged 
within  a  month  from  the  date  of 
its  being  figned. 

Dorife  at  St.  Ildephonfo,  2  Frudidor, 
(Aug.  19.)  the  4th  year  of  the 
French  republic,  one  and  in- 
divilible. 

(Signed)  Pe  rig  non,  and  the 
Prixce  of  the  Peace. 
The  executive  diredory  refolves 
on  and  figns  the  prefent  offenfive 
and  defenfive  treaty  of  alliance  with 
his  catholic  majefly  the  king  of 
Spain,  negotiated  in  the  name  of 
the  French  republic  by  citizen  Do¬ 
minique  Catherine  Perignon,  gene¬ 
ral  of  divifion,  founded  on  powers 
*  S 
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to  that  effect  by 'a  refoliftion  of  the 
executive  directory,  dated  20  Mef- 
ffdor,  (July  8.)  and  charged  with  its 
ihftruftions. 

Done  at  the  National  Palace  of 
the  Executive  Direftory,  the 
12th  of  Fruftidor,  (Aug.  29.)  the 
fourth  year  of  the  French  re* 
public,  one  and  indivifible. 
Conformable  to  the  original. 

(Signed) 

Reyeilliere  Lepeatjx,  preff. 

By  the  Executive  Directory, 
Lagarde,  fecretary  general. 

Ratified  the  26  Fruftidor,  (Sept, 
12.)  by  the  Council  of  Elders. 


Treaty  betueen  France  and  Pruffia. 

HIS  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia 
and  the  French  republic  having 
deemed  it  proper  t©  modify,  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  exifting  cir- 
cumdanees,  the  dipulations  relative 
to  the  neutrality  of  the  northern 
part  of  Germany  agreed  upon  by  the 
treaty  of  Bade,  the  5th  of  April,i795, 
and  by  the  convention  of  the  17th 
of  May;  they  have  named,  to  con¬ 
cert  on  that  fubjeft,  viz.  his  Pruffian 
rnajeflyr  Sieur  Chretien  Henry  count 
de  Flaugwitz,  his  miniftcr  of  ltate 
for  the  war  department  ;  and  the 
French  republic,  citizen  Antoine 
Bernard  Caillard,  its  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  at  Berlin,  who,  having 
mutually  exchanged  their  powers, 
have  agreed  on  the  following  arti- 
cleg  : 

The  French  republic  will  abftain 
from  extending  the  operations  of 
the  war,  and  from  fending  troops, 
either  by  land  or  lea,  into  the  dates 
included  in  the  following  line  of 
demarcation  r 

This  line  to  begin  from  the  part 
<*f  the  Duchy  of  Holitein,  fituated 


on  the  North  fea,  extending-  d’owtf 
the  coaft  of  that  fea«,  on  the  fide  of 
Germany,  and  including  the  terri¬ 
tory  in  which  the  Elbe  difembogues 
itfelf,  together  with  the  Wefer  and 
the  Eras,  as  well  as'  the  ifiands  fitu¬ 
ated  in  thole  diftrifts,  as  far  as  For- 
eum,  from  thence  to  the  frontiers  ot 
Holland,  as  far  as  Anholt,  palling 
Ilerenbergh,  and  including  the 
Pruffian  poffeffions  near  Sevenaer, 
as  far  as  Bair  on  the  Yfel ;  it  will 
then  continue  down  that  river  to 
the  place  where  it  mixes  its  waters 
with  the  Rhine  ;  the  line  will  then 
go  up  the  latter  river  as  far  as 
Wefel,  and  farther  on,  to  the  place 
where  the  Roer  throws  itfelf  into 
the  Rhine;  it  will  then  extenc 
along  the  left  bank  of  the  Roer  tc 
its  fource;  after  which,  leaving  the 
city  of  Nederbath  to  the  lelt,  it  wil 
take  its  direction  towards  the  Eder 
the  courfe  of  which  it  will  follov 
until  that  river  meets  the  Fold,  anc 
then  it  will  go  up  that  river  as  fa; 
as  its  fource. 

The  French  republic  will  confide 
as  neutral  dates  all  thoiei  in  tb 
line,  on  condition  that  they  obferv- 
on  their  lide  a  drift  neutrality  ;  th 
fird  point  of  which  will  be  to  lur 
nidi,  for  the  future,  for  the  coni 
tinuation  of  the  war,  no  pecuniar 
contributions  of  any  kind  whatever 
to  order  back  immediately,  if  the 
had  not  already  done  fo,  their  re 
fpeftive  contingent  troops,  and  tha 
in  the  fpace  of  two  months,  fror 
the  figning  of  the  prefent  treaty 
and  not  to  eontraft  any  new  engage, 
me.nt,  which  may  authorize  thei 
to  furnifh  troops  to  the  powers  1 
war  with  France.  The  dates  whic 
do  not  aft  agreeably  to  thefe  cor 
ditions,  ffiall  be  excluded  from  tl 
benefit  of  the  neutrality. 

As  for  that  part  of  the  count  1 
•  /  < 
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of  La  Marck,  which,  being  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Roer,  is  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  above  line,  it  will 
neverthelefs  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
this  treaty  in  the  fulleft  extent  : 
but  his  Prufiian  majefty  contents  to 
allow  the  troops  of  the  belligerent 
powers  to  pafs  through  it,  on  con¬ 
dition  that  they  do  not  there  efia- 
blith  the  theatre  of  war,  nor  pofiefs 
themfelves  of  entrenched  pofitions, 
&c.  &c. 

Given  at  Berlin,  Auguft  5th, 
J796,  old  fiyle,  and  the  18th 
Thermidor,  4th  year  of  the 
French  republic. 

[Signed)  Chretien  Haugwitz. 

Antoine  Caillard. 


Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  Duke  of 

Wirtemberg  and  the  French  Re¬ 
public. 

THE  French  republic  and  his 
erene  highnefs  the  duke  of  Wir- 
emberg  and  Teck,  equally  ani- 
nated  with  defire  of  terminating 
he  war  in  which  they  have  been 
ngaged,  and  for  renewing  that  in- 
ercourfe  of  commerce  and  of  good 
leighbourhood  which  rnuft  be  re- 
iprocally  advantageous  to  them 
fOth,  have  appointed  the  under¬ 
lined  plenipotentiaries ;  the  di- 
edory,  in  the  name  of  the  French 
€  public,  citizen  Charles  Delacroix, 
unifier  of  external  relations  ;  and 
is  ferene  highnefs  the  duke  of  Wir- 
emberg  and  Teck,  baron  Charles 
Voepwart,  minifter  of  ftate  and 
reiident  of  the  chamber  of  finances, 
nd  Abel,  counfellor  of  legiflation, 
rho,  after  having  refpedively  in- 
Tchanged  their  full  powers,  have 
greed  on  the  following  articles  : 

Art.  1.  There  fhall  be  peace, 
ttity,  and  good  underfianding,  be¬ 
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tween  the  French  republic  and  his 
ferene  highnefs  the  reigning  duke  of 
\\  irtemberg  and  Teck  :  confequent- 
ly  all  hoftilities  fiiall  ceafe  between 
the  contracting  powers  from  the  date 
of  the  p relent  treaty 

2.  The  duke  of  Wirtemberg  re¬ 
vokes  ail  adherence,  content,  and 
acceffion,  open  or  fecret,  given  by 
him  to  the  armed  coalition  againlt 
the  French  republic,  or  any  treaty 
of  alliance,  offenlive  or  defenfive, 
which  he  may  have  contracted 
with  it.  In  future  he  fhall  with¬ 
hold  from  the  powers  at  war  with 
the  republic  any  contingent  or  aid 
in  men,  hoifes,  provifions,  money, 
warlike  ftores  or  otherwife,  under 
whatever  title  they  may  be  demand¬ 
ed — even  though  he  fhould  be  called 
upon  as  member  of  the  Germanic 
empire. 

3.  The  troops  of  the  French  re¬ 
public  fhall  have  free  pafiage  into 
the  ftates  of  his  royal  highnefs,  and 
permiffion  to  refide  and  to  occupy  all 
the  military  pofis  necefifary  for  their 
operations. 

4.  His  ferene  highnefs  the  duke 
of  Wirtemberg  and  Teck  renounces, 
in  favour  of  the  French  republic, 
for  himfelf,  his  fuccefifors,  and  all 
who  have  any  claim,  all  his  rights 
to  the  principality  of  Montheliard, 
the  lordfhips  of  Hericoiut,  Pafla- 
vant,  and  other  dependencies,  in  the 
county  of  Hobourg,  alfo  the  lord-' 
fhips  of  Riquewir  and  Ofthein,  and 
generally  cedes  to  it  all  the  property, 
rights,  and  landed  revenue,  which 
he  poffeffes  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  and  the  arrears  due  to  him. 
He  renounces  all  right  againft  the 
republic  for  all  claims  he  might 
pretend  to  have  againft  the  French 
republic,  for  the  privatioa  hitherto 
of  the  faid  rights  and  revenues;  and 
any  other  claim  of  whatever  deno- 
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mi  nation  anterior  to  the  prefent 
treaty. 

5.  Ilis  ferene  highnefs-  engages 
not  to  permit  the  emigrants  and 
priefts,  banilhed  from  the  French 
republic,  to  refide  in  his  hates. 

6.  There  lhall  immediately  be 
concluded  between  the  two  powers, 
a  treaty  of  commerce,  on  grounds 
reciprocally  advantageous.  In  the 
mean  time  all  commercial  relations 
lhall  be  renewed  on  the  fame  footing 
as  before  the  prefent  war.  All 
articles  and  commodities  belonging 
to  the  foil,  the  manufactures,  the 

%  colonies,  or  filheries  of  France,  lhall 
enjoy  in  the  ftates  of  his  royal  higli- 
nefs,  liberty  of  transit,  exempted 
from  all  duties  except  the  tolls  014 
carriages  and  holies-  French  driv¬ 
ers  lhall,  with  refpeft  to  the  payment 
of  the  laid  tolls,  be  treated  as  the 
molt  favoured  nation, 

7.  The  French  republic,  and  his 
ferene  highnefs  the  duke  of  Wir- 
temberg,  refpeCtively  engage  to  re¬ 
move  the  fe'queftration  of  all  effects, 
Tevenues,  or  goods,  feized,  confifcat- 
ed,  detained,  or  fold,  belonging  to' 
French  citizens  on.  the  one  hand,  and 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  dutchies 
of  Wirternberg  and  Teck  on  the 
other  ;  and  to  admit  them  to  a  legal 
exercife  of  their  refpe&ive  engage¬ 
ments  and  rights, 

8.  All  the  prifoners  refpe£tivefy 
made  lliall  be  delivered  up  within 
a  month,  reckoning  from  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty,  on  paying  the  debts 
they  may  have  contracted  during 
their  captivity.  The  Tick  and 
wounded  lhall  Hill  be  taken  care  of 
in  their  refpeclive  hofpitals,  and 
fhall  be  delivered  up  immediately  on 
their  cure, 

9.  Conformably  to  the  fixth 
article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at 
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the  Hague,  on  the  27  th  Floreaf 
the  third  year,  the  prefent  treaty 
of  peace  and  amity  is  declared  tei 
be  common  with  the  Batavian  re¬ 
public. 

10.  It  lhall  be  ratified,  and  the 
ratification  exchanged  within  1 
month,  reckoning  from  the  figna  < 
ture,  and  fooner,  if  poflible. 

Paris,  20th  Thermidor,  fourth 
year  of  the  French  republic  j 
one  and  indivifible. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix. 

Charles,  baron  d 
Woepwart. 

Abel. 

The  dire<51ory  agrees  upon  an 
figas  the  prefent  treaty  of  peac  < 
with  the  duke  of  Wirternberg,  ne 
gotiated  in  the  name  of  the  Frenc  \ 
republic  by  the  minifter  of  extern;! 
relations,  named  by  the  executhj 
directory,  by  an  arret  of  the  lit 
Thermidor,  (prefent  month)  an 
charged  with  inftru&ions  for  tb; 
purpofe,  at  Paris,  21ft  Thermido : 
4th  year  of  the  French  repabli 
one  and  indivifible. 

(As  an  authentic  copy) 
(Signed)  Revelliere  Lepeau:! 
prefident. 

La  garde,  feeretary  ? 
general. 

This  treaty  was  ratified  by  t] 
legillative  body. 


Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  Freni 
Republic  and  the  Margrave 
Baden. 

1  7s-  1  ‘i+  ■ 

THE  French  republic,  and  1 
ferene  highnefs  the  Margrave 
Baden,  defirous  of  re-eftablilhi  | 
between  both  countries  the  relaticl 
of  friendlhip  and  good  neighboi 
hood  which  exified  between  thfl 
before  the  prefent  war,  have  rj 
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pointed  as  their  plenipotentiaries, 
namely,  the  executive  directory,  in 
the  name  of  the  French  republic, 
citizen  Charles  Delacroix,  minifter 
of  foreign  affairs,  and  his  ferene 
highnels  the  margrave  of  Baden, 
the  baron  de  lleitzenltein,  his 
chamberlain,  and  great  bailiff  of 
Lorrach,  who,  after  having,  ex¬ 
changed  their  refjiedive  powers, 
have  refolved  on  the  following  ar¬ 
ticles  : 

Art.  i.  There  rtiall  be  peace 
and  good  underftanding  between 
the  Fiench  republic  and  his  ferene 
highnels  the  margrave  of  Baden. 
In  coufequence,  all  hoflilities  lhall 
ceafe  between  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  to  reckon  from  the  ratification 
of  this  prelent  treaty. 

2.  The  margrave  of  Baden  re¬ 
vokes  all  adherence,  confent  and 
aveefs,  public  or  fecret,  by  him 
given  to  the  coalition  armed  againft 
the  French  republic,  every  contin¬ 
gent  or  fuccour,  in  men,  liorfes, 
iroviiions,  money,  ammunition,  or 
)ther  ltores,  under  any  pretence 
whatever,  even  if  he  fhould  be  re- 
juired  as  member  ol  the  Germanic 
impire. 

3.  The  troops  of  the  republic 
hall  pafs  freely  through  the  do¬ 
minions  of  his  ferene  highnefs,  re- 
ide  there,  and  occupy  all  military 
jofts  neceffary  for  their  operations. 

4.  His  ferene  highnefs  the  mar¬ 
grave  of  Baden,  for  himfelf  and  his 
ucceffors,  cedes  to  the  French  re- 
lublic  all  the  rights  that  may  be- 
ong  to  him  upon  the  lordlhips  of 
lodemacheren  and  Hefperingen,  in 
he  ci-devant  duchy  of  Luxemburgh; 
he  portion  belonging  to  him  in  the 
ounty  of  Sponheim,  and  his  rights 
pon  the  other  portion  ;  the  lordfhip 
1  Grevenftein,  the  bailiwicks  of 
leinheim  and  lihod ;  and  generally 
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all  the  territories,  rights,  and  reve¬ 
nues,  which  he  poffelfed,  or  pretends 
to  have  a  right  to  poffefs  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine.  He  renounces 
all  demands  upon  the  republic,  re- 
fpedting  the  arrears  of  the  faid 
rights  and  revenues,  and  for  every 
other  caufe  anterior  to  the  p relent 
treaty. 

5.  His  ferene  highnefs,  the 
reigning  margrave  of  Baden,  as 
well  in  his  own  name,  as  in  that  of 
his  two  Ions,  the  princes  Frederick 
and  Louis  of  Bo  den,  for  whom  he 
intereffs  himfelf  flrongly,  cedes  and 
abandons,  with  entire  guarantee  to 
the  French  republic,  the  two-thirds 
of  the  manor  of  Kutzenbaufen,  fitu- 
ate  in  the  ci-devant  province  of 
Alface,  with  all  its  rights  and  de¬ 
pendencies,  together  with  the  ar¬ 
rears  of  the  faid  rights  and  revenues, 
which  might  remain  due,  renouncing 
all  demands  upon  the  republic  there¬ 
to  relating,  and  for  every  other 
caufe  anterior  to  the  prefent  treaty. 

6.  Iiis  ferene  highnefs  the  mar¬ 
grave  of  Baden  alfo  cedes  for  liim- 
lelf,  and  his  fucceffors,  all  the 
illands  of  the  Rhine  which  may 
belong  to  him,  all  the  rights  to 
which  he  may  pretend  upon  the 
faid  illands,  as  like  wife  upon  the 
courfe  and  the  different  branches  of 
that  river;  elpecially  the  rights  of 
tolls,  high  jurifdidtion,  direct  lord- 
Ihip,  civil  or  criminal  iuftice.  or 
police. 

There  lhall  not  be  included,  under 
the  denomination  of  the  different 
arms  of  the  Rhine,  the  fmall 
branches,  and  the  dead  or  ftagnant 
waters  left  in  confequence  of  the 
inundations  ol  the  ancient  courfe  of 
the  river,  and  known  to  the  water¬ 
men  by  the  names  of  Altwaffer,  Alt 
Rhine,  or  Old  Rhine. 

7.  Each  of  the  contra&ing  par- 

*  S  3  ties 
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ties  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  fin i Hi  the 
work  of  the  dykes,  which  may  be 
thought  neceffary  for  the  prefer¬ 
vation  of  his  territory ;  but  this  is 
to  be  done  lo  as  not  to  injure  the 
country  on  ihe  oppolite  bank*  All 
difputes  which  may  arife  from  this 
objed,  as  alfo  from  the  eftabldh- 
ment  and  prefervation.  of  the  tow¬ 
ing  path,  fliall  be  decided  by  juridi¬ 
cal  means,  between  the  refpedive 
governments. 

8.  His  ferene  highnefs  engages 
to  leave,  or  caufe  to  be  left,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  a  fpace  of 
thirty-fix  feet  broad,  to  ferve  as  a 
towing  road  in  the  navigable  parts, 
or  111  thofe  which  may  become  fo. 

This  road  fliall  be  cleared  of  every 
tiling  that  may  injure  its  ufage.  It 
is,  however,  agreed,  that  the  houfes 
which  hand  on  the  ground  which  it 
is  to  take  up,  or  which  would  be 
neceffary  for  continuing  it,  fliall  not 
be  demolifhed  without  paying  a  juft 
and  previous  indemnity  to  the 
owner. 

9.  The  punifhment  of  offences 
relative  to  navigation,  which  may 
be  committed  on  the  faid  towing 
road,  fliall  belong  to  the  French 
republic. 

10.  The  portions  of  that  road,  as 
likewise  the  illands  on  that  river, 
which  belonged  by  fpecial  right  to 
his  ferene  highnefs,  or  which  were 
poffeffed  by  ecclefiaftical  bodies  or 
commonalties,  are  ceded,  without 
referve,  to  the  republic.  The  I  v  or 
private  communities  (hall  continue 
to  enjoy,  under  the  fovereignty  of 
the  republic,  the  portions  which 
were  in  their  poflefiion.  It  is  how¬ 
ever  agreed,  that  the  faid  fovereign¬ 
ty  fliall  not  be  exercifed  over  houfes 
depending  on  the  margraviate,  which 
may  be  deemed  neceffary  for  con¬ 
tinuing  the  towing-way,  but  only 


011  their  files,  after  they  fliall  have 
been  demolifhed  in  execution  of 
Art.  8. 

11.  The  navigation  of  the  river 
fliall  be  free  for  the  citizens  and 
the  fubjects  of  both  con  trading 
parties. 

12.  The  tolls  gathered  on  that 
part  of  the  river  Rhine  which  flows 
between  the  dominions  of  the  con- 
trading  parties  are  abolilhed  for 
ever.  "There  thall  be  none  eftabliflied 
hereafter  on  the  natural  bed  ot  the 
river. 

13.  The  Adulations  contained 
in  the  preceding  treaties  between 
France  on  the  one  part,  and  his 
ferene  highnefs  the  margrave  of 
Raden,  or  the  emperor  er.d  the 
empire  on  the  other,  relative  to  the 
courfe  of  the  Rhine,  its  navigation, 
the  works  to  be  conftruded  for  the 
prefervation  of  its  bed  and  its  banks, 
fliall  continue  to  be  executed  in  as 
far  as  they  are  not  contrary  to  the 
prefent  treaty. 

14.  His  ferene  highnefs  engages 
not  to  permit  the  emigrants,  and 
the  priefts  traniported  from  the 
French  republic,  to  refide  in  lus  terri¬ 
tories. 

15.  Tluye  fliall  be  concluded, 
without  delay,  between  the  twq 
powers,  a  treaty  of  commerce  or 
grounds  of  reciprocal  advantage 
Meanwhile  all  commercialTelation^ 
fliall  be  re-edablifhed,  fueh  as  the) 
were  before  tlie  prefent  war. 

All  commodities  and  mercham 
dize,  being  the  produce  of  the 
French  foil,  manufadures,  colonies 
and  fiftieries,  fliall  enjoy  in  th< 
territories  of  his  ferene  highnef: 
the  liberty  of  tranfit  and  ftaple,  ex 
erupted  from  all  duties,  excepj 
thofe  of  the  tolls  upon  waggons  an< 
liorfes. 

The  French  waggoners  fliall  Ik 

treated 
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treated,  with  regard  to  the  payment 
of  thofe  duties  of  toll,  like  the  moft 
favoured  nation. 

id.  The  French  republic  a-nd  his 
ferene  highnefs  the  margrave  of 
Baden,  rel'pe&ively  engage  to  grant 
replevy  on  the  fequeft ration  of  all 
effe&s,  revenues,  or  eltates,  confif- 
cated,  detained,  or  fold  from  French 
citizens  on  one  part,  and  on  the 
other,  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
margraviate  of  Baden,  and  to  admit 
them  to  the  legal  exereife  of  the 
actions  and  rights  which  may  belong 
to  them. 

17.  All  the  prifoners  of  war  re- 
fpe&ively  taken  fliall  be  delivered 
up  within  one  month,  to  count  from 
the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of 
the  prefent  treaty,  on  paying  the 
debts  winch  they  may  have  con¬ 
tracted  during  their  captivity. 

The  tick  and  wounded  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  taken  caie  of  in  the 
refpeftive  hoipitals ;  they  fliall  be 
given  up  immediately  after  their 
recovery  . 

18.  Conformably  to  the  treaty 
concluded  at  the  Hague,  the  27th 
Floreal  of  the  third  year,  the  pre¬ 
fent  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfliip 
is  declared  common  with  the  Ba¬ 
tavian  republic. 

19.  It  fhall  be  ratified,  and  the 
ratifications  exchanged  at  Paris, 
within  one  month,  to  reckon  from 
its  fignature,  and  fooner  if  practi¬ 
cable. 

Paris,  5  FruCtidor,  of  the  fourth 
year  of  the  French  republic, 
one  and  indivifible. 

(Signed) 

Charles  Delacroix, 
Sigismund  Charles  Joiix 
Baron  de  Beitzexstein. 

‘  The  executive  directory  refolve 
and  ratify  the  prefent  treaty  of 
peace  with  the  margrave  of  Baden, 
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negotiated  in  the  name  of  the 
French  republic  by  the  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs,  appointed  by  the 
executive  directory  by  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  28th  of  laft  Thermidor, 
and  charged  with  their  inftruDions 
for  that  purpofe. 

Paris,  8 tli  Friuftidor,  fourth  year 
of  the  French  republic,  one 
and  indivifible. 

(Signed) 

Kevelliere  Lepeaux,  prefi. 
By  the  Executive  Directory, 
(Signed)  Lagarde,  fee.  gen. 
The  council  of  Antients  approved 
of  the  above  treaty  on  tiie  31ft  of 
Augu  ft. 


Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  French 
Republic  and  the  King  of  the  Two 
Sicilies. 

THE  French  republic  and  his 
majefty  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
equally  animated  with  the  defire  to 
make  the  advantages  of  peace  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  miferies  infeparable 
from  war,  have  named,  viz.  the 
executive  directory,  in  the  name 
of  the  French  republic,  the  citizen 
Charles  Delacroix,  minifter  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  ;  and  his  majefty  the 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  the  prince. 
Belmonte  Pignatelli,  gentleman  of 
the  chamber,  and  his  envoy  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  minifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  his  catholic  majefty,  to 
treat,  in  their  name,  the  claufes  and 
conditions  proper  tore-effablifh  good 
underitanding  and  friendfhip  between 
the  two  powers,  who  after  having 
exchanged  their  refpebtive  full  pow¬ 
ers,  haye  agreed  on  the  following 
articles :  „ 

Art.  i.  There  fhall  he  peace, 
friendfliip,  and  good  underftanding, 
between  the  French  republic  and 
S  4  his 
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his  maiefty  the.  king  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  :  in  confequence,  all  hohili- 
ties  (hall  definitively  ceafe,  reckon¬ 
ing  from  the  day  of  the  exchange 
of  the  ratification  of  the  prefent 
treaty.  Meanwhile,  and  till  that 
period,  the  conditions  ftipulated  by 
the  armiftice  concluded  on  the  17th 
Prairial  of  the  4th  year  (5th  of  June 
1796)  (hall  continue  to  have  full 
power  and  effect. 

2.  Every  anterior  aCt,  engagement, 
or  convention,  on  the  one  part  or 
the  other  of  the  two  contracting 
parties,  which  are  contrary  to  the 
prefent  treaty,  are  revoked,  and 
fh all  be  regarded  as  null,  and  of  no 
effect  ;  in  confequence,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  neither  of 
the  two  powers  lhall  furnifh  to  the 
-enemies  of  the  other,  any  fuccours 
of  troops,  fhips,  arms,  warlike  hores, 
provifions,  or  money,  under  what¬ 
ever  title  or  denomination  that 
may  be. 

3.  His  majefly  the  king  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  lhall  obferve  the  molt 
ftriCl  neutrality  towards  all  the 
belligerent  powers  ;  in  confequence, 
he  pledges  himfelf  to  prevent  in- 
difcriminately  accefs  to  his  ports  to 
all  armed  fhips  of  war  belonging  to 
the  faid  powers,  which  fhall  exceed 
four,  according  to  the  regulations 
acknowledged  by  the  faid  neutrality. 
-A  11  fiores  or  merchandize,  known 
by  the  name  of  contraband,  fhalj  be 
refufed  them. 

4.  All  fecurity  and  proteC*  ion 
fhall  be  granted  againft  all  perilous 
whatever,  in  the  ports  and  roads 
of  the  Two  Sicilies,  to  all  French 
merchantmen,  of  whatfoever  num¬ 
ber  they  may  he,  and  to  all  the 
blips  of  war  of  the  republic, -not 
exceeding  the  number  fpecified  in 
the  above  article. 

5*  The  French  republic  and  the 


king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  engage  to 
take  oft’  the  fequeffration  from  all 
efifeCts,  revenues,  goods  feized,  con- 
fucated,  and  kept  from  the  citizens 
or  fubjects  of  both  powers,  in  con¬ 
fequence  of  the  prefent  war,  and  to 
'admit  them  refpeCtiveiy  to  the  legal 
exercife  of  all  civil  rights  that  may 
belong  to  them. 

6.  All  prifoners  made  on  one  fide  • 
or  the  other,  comprifing  mariners 
and  failors,  lhall  be  reciprocally  re- 
llored  within  a  month,  reckoning 
from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  prefent  treaty,  paying 
the  debts  which  they  may  have 
contracted  during  their  captivity ; 
the  lick  and  wounded  lhall  continue 
to  be  taken  care  of  in  their  refpec- 
tive  hofpitals,  and  fhall  be  reftored 
upon  their  recovery. 

7.  I'o  give  a  proof  of  his  friends 
fhip  for  the  French  republic,  and  of 
.Jiis  fincere  defire  to  maintain  the 
moft  perfeCt  harmony  between  the 
two  powers,  his  majefly  the  king  of 
the  Two  Sicilies  confents  to  fet 
at  liberty  every  French  citizen  who 
may  have  been, arretted  and  detained  , 
in  his  Hates,  on  account  of  his  po¬ 
litical  opinions  refpectmg  the  French 
revolution  ;  all  goods  and  property, 
movable  or  immovable,  which 
may  have  been  fequeftrated  on  the 
fame  account,  fhall  be  reftored  to 
them. 

8.  From  the  fame  motives  which 
dictated  the  preceding  articles,  his 
majefly  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies 
engages  to  caufe  all  proper  fearch 
to  be  made  for  difcovering,  by  legal 
means,  and  for  giving  up  to  the 
rigour  of  the  laws,  the  perfons  who 
hole,  in  1795,  the  papers  belonging 
to  the  late  miniher  of  the  French 
republic. 

9.  The  ambaftadors  or  minih.ers 
pf  the  two  contracting  powers  fhall 

enjoy 
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enjoy  in  their  refpe&ive  hates,  the 
fame  prerogative  and  precedence 
which  they  enjoyed  before  the  war, 
excepting  thole  which  were  allowed 
them  as  family  ambaffadors. 

10.  Every  French  citizen,  and 
all  perfons  belonging  to  the  houfe- 
hold  of  the  ambaffador  or  minifter, 
or  to  that  of  the  confuls  and 
other  authorized  and  acknowledged 
agents  of  the  French  republic,  fhall 
enjoy,  in  the  hates  of.  his  majefty 
the  king  of  the  Two  Sicdies,  the 
fame  freedom  of  religious  worfhip 
as  is  enjoyed  by  the  individuals  of 
thofe  nations,  not  catholics,  which 
are  the  moh  favoured  in  that  re- 
fpeCt. 

1 1  There  hiall  be  negotiated  and 
concluded,  without  delay,  a  treaty 
of  commerce  between  the  two  pow¬ 
ers,  founded  on  the  bads  of  mutual 
utility,  and  fuch  as  fhall  infure  to 
the  French  nation  advantages  equal 
to  all  thofe  which  are  enjoyed  in 
the  kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies  by 
the  moft  favoured  nations.  Until 
the  completion  of  this  treaty,  the 
commercial  and  confular  relations 
hall  be  reciprocally  re-eftablhhed 
m  the  fame  footing  as  before  the 
Aar. 

r~>.  In  conformity  with  the  fixth 
irtiole  of  the  treaty  concluded  at 
he  Hague  or)  the  27th  Floreal,  in 
he  third  year  of  the  republic  (16th 
jf  May  1795,  old  ftyle),  the  fame 
^eace,  friendfhip,  and  good  under¬ 
standing,  that  are  Stipulated  in  the 
nelent  treaty  between  the  French 
epublic  and  his  majefty  the  king 
■1  the  Two  Sicilies,  fhall  fubfih  be- 
iween  his  majehy  and  the  Batavian 
epublic. 

13.  The  prefent  treaty  fliall  be 
atified,  and  the  ratifications  ex- 
hanged,  within  forty  days  from 
date  hereof. 


Done  at  Paris  19th  Vendemiaire, 
in  the  5th  year  of  the  French 
republic,  one  and  indivifible, 
correlponcling  with  the  10th 
October,  1 796,  (old  ftyle). 

(Signed)  Charles  Delacroix, 
The  Prince  of  Belmonte 
Pig  n  atelli. 


Treaty  of  Peace  hetivesn  the  French 

Republic  and  the  Infant  Duke  of 

Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guaftalla. 

THE  French  republic  and  liis 
royal  highnels  the  infant  duke  of 
Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guaftalla, 
defiring  to  re-eftablifh  the  ties  of 
amity  which  formerly  fubfifted  be¬ 
tween  the  two  ftates,  and  to  put  an 
end,  as  much  as  in  their  power, 
to  the  calamities  of  war,  have  ac¬ 
cepted,  with  eagernefs,  the  media¬ 
tion  of  his  catholic  majefty,  and 
have  named  for  the  plenipotentia-, 
ries,  that  is  to  lay,  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory,  in  the  name  of  the  French 
republic,  the  citizen  Charles  Dela¬ 
croix,  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  and 
his  royal  highnefs  the  infant  duke 
of  Parma,  Meffieurs  the  count  Pi¬ 
erre  Politi  and  Don  Louis  Bolla  ; 
who,  after  having  exchanged  their 
relpeCfcive  powers,  have  determined 
upon  and  concluded  definitively  the 
following  articles,  under  the  medi¬ 
ation  of  his  catholic  majefty,  exer- 
cifed  by  the  marquis  del  Campo, 
his  ambaffador  to  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  who  has  alfo  prefented  his  full 
powers. 

Art.  1.  There  fliall  be  peace  and 
amity  between  the  French  republic 
and  his  royal  highnefs  the  infant 
duke  of  Parma ;  the  two  powers 
fliall  carefully  abftain  from  every 
thing  that  may  alter  the  good  har¬ 
mony  and  union  eftablifhed  between 
them  by  the  prefent  treaty* 

2.  Every 


* 
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2.  Every  aft,  engagement,  or  an-  miflaries  to  execute  the  prefen t  ar- 
teri'or  convention,  on  the  part  of  one  tide. 

or  other  of  the  two  contrafting  6.  From  the  fignature  of  the  pre¬ 
powers,  which  might  be  contrary  fent  treaty  the  ftates  of  his  royal 
to  the  prefent  treaty,  lhall  be  con-  highnefs  the  infant  duke  of  Parma 
frderedas  null  and  void.  In  confe-  iha.ll  be,  treated  as  thole  of  friendly 
quence,  during  the  courfe  of  the  and  neutral  powers;  if  there  lhall 
prefent  war,  neither  of  the  two  be  fupplied  any  neeeffaries  to  the 
powers  fliall  furnifh  to  the  enemies  troops  of  the  republic,  by  his 
of  the  other  any  fuccours-  in  troops,  royal  highnefs  or  his  fubjefts,  they 
arms,  warlike  ammunition,  provi-  fliall  be  paid  for  at  a  price  agreed 
irons,  or  money,  under  whatever  upon.  -  I 

title  and  denomination  it  may  be.  7.  The  troops  of'  the  republic 

3.  The  infant  duke  of  Parma  en-  fliall  enjoy  a  free  p adage  through 
gages  not  to  permit  the  emigrants,  the  dates  ©f  the  infant  duke  of 
or  banifhed  perfons  of  the  French  Parma, 

republic,  to  Hop  or  fojourn  in  his  8.  One  of  the  contracting  powers 
ftate.  fliall  not  grant  a  free  paffage  to  trie 

4.  The  French  republic  and  his  troops  of  the  enemy  of  the  other, 
royal  highnefs  the  infant  duke  of  9.  The  French  republic  and  his 
Parma  engage  to  remove  the  fe-  royal  highnefs  the  infant  duke  of 
queftration  from  all  the  effects,  re-  Parma  defiring  to  eftablifh  and  aug- 
venues,  or  goods,  which  may  have  ment,  by  ftipulations  reciprocally 
been  feized^  confifcated,  detained,  advantageous,  the  commercial  re- 
or  fold,  from  the  citizens  or  fub-  lations  that  exilted  between  their 
jefts  of  the  other  power,  relative  citizens  and  refpeftive  fubjefts,  de- 
to  the  prefent  war,  and  to  admit  them  termine  as  follows. 

to  the  legal  exercile  of  the  aftions  10.  Silks,  grain,  rice,  olive-oil, 
or  rights  belonging  to  them.  cattle,  cheefe,  wines,  and  other 

5.  The  contributions  ftipulated  in  articles,  the  produce  of  the  eftates 
the  convention  of  armitliee,  figned  of  his  royal  highnefs,  fhall  be  ex- 
at'  Placentia  on  the  20th  ol  laft  Flo-  ported  to  the  territories  of  the 
real,  between  general  Buonaparte  in  republic  without  any  refbiftiona 
the  name  of  the  French  republic,  beyond  thofe  Which  the  exigencies  oj 
and  the  marquifes  Pellevienne  and  the  country  may  render  neceffary 
Phillip'po  delle  Rofa  in  the  name  of  The  laid  reftriftions  fliall  never 
the  infant  duke  of  Parma,  fhall  be  attach  foltly  and  efpecially  upor 
fully  difcharged.  There  lhall  neither  the  French  citizen.  There  flial 
be  levied  nor  exafted  any  other ;  if  even  be  granted  every  degree  0 
there  have  been  levied  any  contri-  preference  for  the  purchafe  of  the 
butions  in  money,  or  required  any  objefts  (mentioned  or  alluded  to  ir 
fupphes  in  provifrons,  beyond  what  the  prefent  article)  of  which  circuni 
is  fettled  by  the  laid  convention,  ftances  may  fufpend  or  reflrain  tin 
the  contributions  in  money  fliall  be  exportation. 

xcimburied,  and  the  provifrons  paid  11.  All  articles  being  the  pro 
for  at  the  current  price  at  the  time  duce  of  the  republic,  its  colonies  0. 
of  delivery,  d  litre  fhall  be  named  fifheries,  fhall  be  imported,  tree  cl 
on  each  part,  if  neceffary,  cor»-  duty,  into  the  ftates  of  his  royal 
t  *  *’  highnef 
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highnefs,  and  exported  from  France, 
fubject  only  to  fisch  reftriCtions  as 
local  circumftances  may  render  ne- 
ceffary. 

12.  All  articles  of  French  manu¬ 
facture  fhall  likevvife  be  imported 
to  the  dates  of  his  royal  highnefs. 
unlcfs  he  may  deem  it  expedient, 
for  the  profperity  of  his  own  ma¬ 
nufactures,  to  impofe  certain  re- 
dridions  or  prohibitions;  but  thefe 
reftridions  fliall  in  no  cafe  operate 
againfl  French  manufactures  exclu- 
fively,  to  which  his  royal  highnefs 
even  undertakes  to  give  all  the  pre¬ 
ference  he  can,  confidently  with  the 
profperity  of  the  manufadures  of 
his  own  dates. 

The  above  articles  fhall  be  exe¬ 
cuted'  with  the  mod  l'crupulous  re¬ 
ciprocity  for  the  introdudion  of  the 
manufadures  of  his  royal  highnefs’s 
dates  into  France. 

13.  The  mutual  duties  on  ex¬ 
ports  and  imports  fhall  be  regulated 
by  a  feparate  convention  :  in  cafe 
that  fucli  convention  fhould  not  be 
ratified  by  the  republic,  it  is  exprelsly 
agreed  that  the  laid  duties  fhall  be 
reciprocally  afcertained  and  collect¬ 
ed  in  the  mode  obferved  with  the 
countries  the  mod  favoured  by  the 
republic. 

14.  The  produce  of  the  lands 
of  the  republic,  her  colonies  and 
fifheries,  fliall  be  conveyed  freely 
through  the  dates  of  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs,  or  lodged  in-  warehouses  on 
their  way  to  the  other  dates  of  Italy, 
without  the  payment  of  cuftoms, 
and  liable  only  to  a  certain  toll  on 
heir  paffiige,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
highways  ;  which  diall  be  regulated 
with  allpoldble  difpatch,  and  found¬ 
'd  on  a  moderate  footing  between 
he  contracting  parties,  at  fo  much 
>er  quintal  per  league.  The  toll 


diall  be.  payable  at  the  drft  office  for 
entering  the  goods. 

The  above  article  fliall  alfo  be  in 
force  in  ait  parts  of  the  republic ; 
and  all  goods  and  merchandize  the 
produce  of  the  dates  of  his  royal 
highnefs  the  infant  duke  of  Panne., 
fliall  be  fubjeCt  to  the  fame  regula¬ 
tions  as  above.  And, 

As  the  right  of  toll  above-men¬ 
tioned  has  been  retained  only  with 
a  view  to  contribute  to  the  fupport 
,of  the  bridges  and  highways,  it  is 
exprelsly  dipulated*  that  the  goods 
and  merchandize  conveyed  by  the 
rivers  and  navigable  canals  fliall  be 
reciprocally  exempt  from  duties  of 
every  defeription.  j 

The  contracting  parties  refpec- 
tively  fliall  adopt  the  neceffary  mea- 
fures  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
prefent  and  preceding  articles. 

15.  In  conformity  to  the  fixth 
article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at 
the  Hague,  the  22d  Floreal,  3d  year, 
the  peace  concluded  by  the  prefent 
treaty  is  declared  common  with  the 
Batavian  republic. 

16.  The  prefent  treaty  fliall  be 
ratified,  and  the  ratifications  ex¬ 
changed  in  one  month  at  moll  from 
the  prefent  day,  exclufively. 

Done  at  Paris,  in  the  5th  year  of 
the  French  republic,  one  and 
indivifible. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix. 

Count  Politi. 

Louis  Bolla. 

SEPARATE  ARTICLE. 

Ilis  royal  highnefs  ftipulates  to 
grant  a  remiffion  of  one-fourth  of 
the  rights  of  importation  on  the 
goods  and  merchandize,  being  the 
produce  of  the  republic,  her  colo¬ 
nies,  filheries,  and  manufactures* 
deftined  for  the  home  confumptiou 

of 
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of  the  dates,  and  alfo  the  right  of 
exportation  on  the  goods  and  mer¬ 
chandize,  the  produce  of  the  dales, 
and  deftined  for  the  foreign  poffef- 
iions  of  the  republic  ;  provided  the 
French  republic  agree  to  a  recipro¬ 
cal  diminution  of  duties. 

I.  On  the  goods  and  merchandize 

arifmg  from  the  dates  of  his  royal 
highnel’s,  at  their  entry  on  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  the  republic.  * 

II.  On  all  goods  and  merchandize 
the  produce  of  the  republic,  on  being 
exported  for  the  dates  of  his  royal 
highnefs. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  day  and  year 
as  above. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix. 

Count  Politi. 

Louis  Bolla. 

■  1  r  TT"1  1  r  '  - - ""T--  '  n  1  1 

The  Amba/Jaclor  of  Sweden  to  the 

Citizen  Minijler  of  Foreign  Af¬ 
fairs. 

Paris,  Augvjl  2,  1796. 

Citizen  Minider, 

IT  is  by  the  exprefs  order  of  my 
court,  that  I  have  the  honour  to  re¬ 
new,  before  the  directory,  the  deps 

I  had  already  taken  for  the  admif- 
fion  of  M.  de  Rehaufen,  in  the  qua¬ 
lity  of  c  harge  d’affaires  of  his  mnjedy 
with  the  French  republic. 

Inviting  you,  citizen  minider, 
to  take  again  into  confideration  a 
dep  fo  conformable  to  the  good 
intelligence  which  fubfids  between 
the  two  countries,  I  beg  you  will 
permit  me  to  make  fome  obferva- 
tions,  which  I  fubmit  to  the  Di- 
Teftory. 

The  confidence  which  friendly 
and  allied  powers  reciprocally  owe 
each  other,  the  refpedt  which  is  its 
pefult,  lias  always  been  indifcrimi- 
nately  granted  to  the  perfon  cliofen 


by  bis  fovereign  to  reprefent  him  ; 
it  is  even  inseparable  from  it.  Both 
have,  however,  been  negleded  in 
the  perfon  of  M.  de  Rehaufen.  His 
private  fentiments  can  the  lefs  give 
umbrage  to  the  government,  as  he 
would  certainly  faerifice  them  in 
the  exercife  of  his  functions,  if  they 
could  be  contrary  to  the  indructions 
he  has  received  ;  and  if  in  his  con¬ 
duct,  or  in  his  language,  he  could  be 
wanting  to  the  treaty  which  fubiifts 
between  Sweden  and  France.  And 
it  is  in  this  cafe  only,  if  a  mifun- 
derftanding  thould  take  place  be¬ 
tween  the  two  governments,  that 
his  recal  would  become  neceflary. 
But  fince  this  is  not  the  cafe,  Ins 
fentiments  cannot  be  confidered  as 
a  valid  motive  of  exclufion ;  and 
the  refufal  becomes  confequently 
lefs  an  injury  done  to  M.  de  Re¬ 
haufen  than  a  want  of  refpedt  to  his 
fovereign. 

I  mud  likewife  remark,  that  M. 
de  Rehaufen  being  at  Paris,  has 
been  appointed  to  attend  ad  interim 
to  the  affairs  of  Sweden,  at  a  time 
when  a  rupture  with  Ruff  a  was 
every  indant  expelled,  and  when  the* 1' 
Swedifh  ambaffador  at  that  court 
was  on  the  eve  of  quitting  bis  pod. 
Ilis  appointment  could  not,  there¬ 
fore,  have  been  influenced  by  the 
emprefs  of  Ruflia,  to  whom  he  is 
otherwife  an  utter  dranger. 

It  is  for  thefe  reafons,  citizen 
minider,  that  I  am  unable  to  at-, 
tribute  to  the  perfon  of  hi.  de  Re¬ 
haufen  the  refufal  of  the  directory 
to  acknowledge  him  in  Ins  public: 
character.  This  refufal  appears 
evidently  to  announce  the  intention 
of  difobliging,  in  the  face  ol  Eu- 
rope,  the  mod  ancient  friend  op 
France.  I  hefltate  to  pronounce 
a  more  deciflve  fuppofition  ;  it  is 
too  repugnant  to  the  known  wiflie* 
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of  the  Swedes  and  the  French 
themfelves,  as  likewife  to  their  re- 
fpedive  intereds  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  it  would  be  difficult  for  the 
enemies  of  both  countries,  not  to 
dnd  great  fatisfadion  in  the  dif- 
union  of  which  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  may  have  given  the  fignal.  It 
is  prefcribed  to  me  to  declare,  that 
if  M.  de  Rehaufen  be  not  acknow¬ 
ledged,  his  majefly  will  be  obliged, 
in  lupport  of  his  dignity,  to  ufe 
reciprocity  with  regard  to  citizen 
Perrochel.  This  neceffity  will  other- 
wife  have  no  influence  on  the  defire 
which  his  majefty  will  always  have 
to  drengthen  the  bands  of  friendffiip 
and  good  underflanding  which  ought 
ever  to  fubfdt  between  the  two  pow¬ 
ers.  Pleale,  citizen  minifter,  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  aflurance  of  my  mod  fmcere 
attachment. 

(Signed) 

E.  N.  Stael  de  Holstein. 

Ch.  Delacroix. 


hefolution  of  the  18 th  Thermidor . 

(Aiigujl  5.)  Fourth  year. 

THE  executive  dire&ory  hav¬ 
ing  feen  the  official  note  prefented 
by  Monf.  the  baron  de  Stael,  am- 
baffador  of  Sweden,  dated  Auguft  d, 
1796,  old  dyle ; 

Refolves, 

Article  I.  The  executive  direc¬ 
tory  perfifting  in  their  refufal  of 
admitting  JM.  de  Rehaufen ;  they 
conlequently  charge  the  minider  of 
general  police  to  notify  to  him  the 
laws  of  the  republic  concerning  fo¬ 
reigners. 

II.  The  executive  directory  recal 
citizen  Perrochel,  charge  d’ Affaires, 
and  citizen  Marivaux,  fecretary 
°1  legation,  and  formerly  charge 
i’ Affaires  in  Sweden, 
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III.  The  executive  diredory  pro- 
ted,  neverthelefs,  that  the  Swedifh 
nation  may  always  rely  on  their 
fentiments  of  affedion. 

IV.  The  miniders  of  foreign  re¬ 
lations  and  of  general  police,  are 
charged,  each  in  his  capacity,  with 
the  execution  of  the  prefent  reio- 
lution,  which  fliall  be  printed  with 
the  note. 

(Signed) 

Revelliere  Lepeaux,  prefidenf^ 
By  order  of  the  executive  diredory. 

(Signed)  Lagarde,  fecretarv. 
(A  true  copy.) 


Official  Note  from  the  Minifter  for 

Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Ambajador 

(Barthelemy)  in  Switzerland. 

THE  French  government  is  in¬ 
formed  that  the  Englifh,  after  hav¬ 
ing  dopped,  during  the  war,  under 
the  mod  frivolous  pretexts,  every 
neutral  vefiel,  have  juft  given  the, 
mod;  pofitive  orders  to  the  com¬ 
manders  of  their  (hips  of  war,  to 
feize,  indifcriminately,  all  the  car¬ 
goes  which  they  may  fuppofe  to  be 
dedined  for  the  French. 

Whatever  injury  France  may 
have  fudained  from  this  condud,  (he 
has,  neverthelefs,  continued  to  give 
the  only  example  of  the  mod  invio¬ 
lable  refped  for  the  law  of  nations, 
which  conditutes  the  pledge  and  le- 
curity  of  their  civilization.  But 
after  having  long  tolerated  the  of¬ 
fence  of  this  Machiavelian  fyftem 
of  policy,  flie  at  length  finds  herfelf 
compelled,  by  the  mod  urgent  mo¬ 
tives,  to  have  recourfe  to  reprifals 
againft  England. 

The  executive  diredory,  there¬ 
fore,  orders  all  the  political  agents 
of  the  French  republic  to  inform  the 
different  governments,  thgt  the  fqua- 

drons 
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drons  and  privateers  of  the  republic 
will  aCt  againft  the  fflips  of  every 
country,  in  the  fame  manner  m 
which  thole  governments  buffer  the 
Englilh  to  act  againft  them- 

This  meafure  ought  not  to  fur- 
prife  them,  hnce  it  would  be  very 
eafy  to  d  monftrate  that  it  is  im- 
perioufly  preicribed  by  neceffity,  and 
is  only  the  effect  of  a  lawful  defence. 
If  thefe  powers  bad  known  how  to 
make  their  commerce  refpected  by 
the  Englifh,  we  ihouid  have  had  no 
©ccafion  to  have  recourfe  to  this 
afflicting  extremity. 

They  will  recoiled,  that  the  French 
republic,  ever  generous,  propofed  to 
all  the  belligerent  powers  to  refpeCl 
commerce  ;  but  that  this  propofi- 
tion,  honourable  to  the  government 
which  made  it,  and  dictated  by  a 
molt  perfeCt  philanthropy,  was  re¬ 
jected  with  pride,  by  a  govern¬ 
ment  accuftomed  to  treat  with  con¬ 
tempt  the  moft  facred  laws  of  hu¬ 
manity,  &c. 

20  Tkcrmidor  ( Augufi  7 .) 


J\IcjJage  from  the  Executive  Direc¬ 
tory  to  the  Council  of  1'ive  Hun - 
dred ,  on  the  (oth  Frudtidor  ( Augujt 
23a?).  Read  in  a  Secret  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Citizens  Legiilators, 

THE  directory  can  no  longer 
leave  you  ignorant  of  the  afflicting 
derails  which  they  receive  from  all 
parts,  relative  to  the  fituation  of  the 
troops  ftationecl  in  the  interior  of 
the  republic.  Eor  feveral  months 
has  their  conftaiicy  been  put  to  the 
teft  by  the  molt  painful  privations ; 
and  bewailing  their  diftrefs,  the 
directory  have  admired  more  than 
once  that  refignation  with  which 
French  foldiers  forget  their  wants, 
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when  thafe  of  their  country  are  put 
before  tlieir  eves.  As  long  as  th<s 
directory  could  flatter  themfelves 
with  feeing  the  end  of  fo  critical  a 
fituation  in  the  amelioration  of  the 
finances,  they  propped  up  the  cou¬ 
rage  of  the  troops  by  hopes,  and 
fhut  up  in  their  own  bofom  all  un- 
eafmefs  ;  but?  the  evils  are  too  great 
to  be  any  longer  concealed;  and 
however  painful  fuch  a  difclofure 
may  be,  it  is  impoffible  any  longer 
to  deny  it  to  the  alarming  circum- 
ftances  by  which  it  is  exaCted.  Pay, 
that  facred  debt  of  the  republic 
to  thofe  who  devote  themfelves  for 
her,  has  not  been  made  for  feveral 
months  regardlefs  of  the  urgent 
requefts  of  government :  the  trea- 
fury  could  not  fecure  that  part  fo 
interefting  to  its  fervice ;  and  the  pe- 
nury  of  its  means  ought  alone  to  be 
reproached.  All  the  bargains  are 
fufpended  by  the  impoffibility  un¬ 
der  which  the  treafury.  labours  to 
fulfil  the  engagements  made  with 
contractors :  provifions  begin  to  be 
exliaufted,  and  there  regains  no 
hope  of  renewing  them :  every 
where  almolt  it  has  been  forced 
to  have  recourfe  to  requifitions ; 
but  this  meafure,  the  ufe  of  which 
is  fatal,  furnilhed  but  inefficient  * 
refources,  and  to  execute  them  is 
dangerous  above  all  in  thofe  depart¬ 
ments,  where  civil  war  has  only 
left  to  agriculture  great  ravages 
to  repair.  In  feveral  parts  of  tiie 
republic,  the  fubliftence  of  the 
troops  was  compromifed  ;  the  dif- 
tributions  were  rarely  made  in  the 
proportions  determined  by  the  law, 
and  often  were  they  fupprefled 
for  feveral  days;  the  fervice  of 
the  magazines,  which  has  only 
been  fupported  till  now  by  the 
officers  of  that  branch,  is  on  the 
point  of  failing  in  all  the  depart¬ 
ments. 
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Bvents.  In  Short,  tins  is  the  con- 
feffion  molt  painful  to  the  directory. 
There  are  hofpitals  where  it  has 
been  found  neceffary  to  deny  the 
lick  foldiers  the  nutriment  neceflary 
for  the  recovery  of  their  health. 
Difcouraged  by  the  disorganiza¬ 
tion  of  all  branches  of  the  Service, 
the  officers  abandon  their  pofts,  to 
fly  from  the  complaints  which  per¬ 
secute  them,  and  which  they  are 
unable  to  anfwer.  In  feveral  places, 
funds  defigned  for  other  purpofes 
were  carried  off  by  force  from  the 
public  treaiury,  to  fupply  the  wants 
of  the  troops  ;  and  thole  illegal  mea- 
fures  found  an  excufe  in  the  impe¬ 
rious  law  of  neceffity.  Every  day 
courier  follows  courier,  to  bring  to 
the  diredory  and  to  the  minister  at 
war  the  intelligence  of  fome  misfor¬ 
tune,  or  the  fear  of  fome  new  danger. 
The  diredory  conjure  you,  citizens 
reprefentatives,  to  bellow  the  whole 
of  your  attention  upon  the  affliding 
pidure  which  they  prefent  to  you, 
and  to  occupy  yourlelves  refpeding 
the  fources  for  fupplying  the  public 
treafury  with  the  means  neceffary 
for  the  fubfjftence  of  the  troops  in 
the  interior :  the  exadelt  economy 
Shall  dired  the  ufe  of  thofe  funds ; 
and  fome  reforms  which  the  di¬ 
redory  prepare,  will  foon  diminilh 
the  consumption  and  the  wants. 
The  armies,  Supported  by  vidory, 
engage  no  longer  the  attention  of 
the  government  but  by  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  their  fuccefs  :  all  their 
lolicitude  ought  therefore  to  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  troops  in  the  interior, 
who  are  not  lefs  entitled  to  the  gra¬ 
titude  of  the  country  ;  and  who  may 
exped  from  it  the  Succours  which 
it  owes  to  its  defenders. 

(Signed) 

Revelliere  Lepaux,  prefi. 

Lagarde,  Secretary  general. 
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Me[jage  of  the  Executive  Directory  v 
to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
Vendcmairc ,  25,  (Qcl.  16.)  1'iftk 
Year. 

Citizen  Reprefentatives, 

THE  Britilh  cabinet,  for  the 
purpofe  of  inducing  the  parliament 
to  grant  the  neceffary  fupplies  for 
the  enfuing  campaign,  has  adopt¬ 
ed  two  meafures  : — the  one  has  for 
its  objed  to  open  the  way  for  an 
immediate  and  dired  negotiation 
with  the  republic ; 'and  the  other, 
to  reftore  the  courfe  of  exchange 
between  Holland  and  London,  and 
to  authorize  the  exportation  of  Eng¬ 
lish  merchandize  to  the  ports  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  the  country 
which  it  Hill  affeds  to  defcribe  as 
Auftrian  Flanders. 

The  Batavian  government,  Sen¬ 
sible  of  its  real  interefts,  has  already 
Seen  the  latter  meafure  in  its  true 
light.  It  has  rejeded  the  pre¬ 
tended  favour,  and  by  an  energe¬ 
tic  proclamation  has  taken  the 
neceffary  precautions  to  prevent 
the  introdudion  of  Englifli  mer¬ 
chandize,  and  to  look  upon  thofe 
who  (hall  purchafe  or  ufe  them  as 
enemies  to  their  country,  a  circum¬ 
stance  which  has  Spread  consterna¬ 
tion  over  the  Engliih  commerce 
and  manufadories. 

The  executive  diredory,  on  its 
part,  has  publithed  in  the  nine  uni¬ 
ted  departments,  the  1,  *2,  3.  5, 
and  6th  articles  of  the  18th  of 
the  2d  year,  and  has  routed,  by 
particular  orders,  the  attention  of 
the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  in  every 
part  of  the  republic,  who  have  al¬ 
ready  ma.de  many  feizures  and  con- 
ff Rations.  But  it  is  in  vain  that 
every  effort  is  made  to  hinder  tho 
introdudion  of  Fnglilh  merchandize* 
if  no  fteps  are  taken  to  prevent 

their 


272*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796, 


their  confumption  in  the  interior  of 
the  republic. 

The  fourth  article  of  the  above- 
mentioned  law  fpecified,  that  every 
perfon  who  introduced  or  fold 
l'uch  merchandize,  diould  be  deem¬ 
ed  fufpedted  perions,  and  pun  idl¬ 
ed  accordingly,  purfuant  to  the 
decree  »  of  the  17th  September. 
This  law  can  no  longer  be  in  force ; 
it  is  for  your  wifdom,  citizens  repre- 
fentatives,  to  fubftitute  fome  others 
in  its  ftead. 

In  England,  the  public  execute 
fevere  judice  on  thole  who  attest 
to  prefer  the  produce  of  foreign 
to  their  own  national  manufacto¬ 
ries.  Can  there  be  found  in  France, 
men,  who  are  fo  far  the  enemies 
of  their  own  country,  as  to  oppofe 
a  meafure  fo  effentially  necelfary 
to  the  in du ftry  and  profperity  of 
the  nation,  and  which  tends  to 
leffen  thofe  relources  we  furnifh 
our  enemies  for  prolonging  the 
war  they  have  excited  againd  us  ? 
You  have  dill,  citizens  reprefen- 
tatives,  legidative  ads  to  form 
againtt  thofe,  who,  in  defpite  of 
the  law7,  have,  by  their  fpeculation 
of  mercantile  avidity,  obtained  bores 
of  Englifh  merchandize.  If  you  do 
not  think  it  proper  they  diould  in¬ 
cur  the  penalty  of  condl’cation,  and 
the  other  punidmients  prefcribed 
by  the  law,  you  may  at  lead  ap¬ 
point  a  diort  period  for  their  re¬ 
exporting  the  goods,  which  they 
ought  not  to  have  introduced,  and 
that  under  fuch  penalties  as  you 
may  didate.  Yes,  citizens  repre- 
fentatives,  the  fafety  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  perhaps  depends  on  the  rigour 
and  promptitude  of  the  meafures 
you  diall  take  on  this  oc.cadon. 
Do  you  defire  to  re-animate  your 
commerce,  to  relieve  your  manu- 
fadories,  and  to  re-ehablidi  your 


trade  ?  Would  you  deprive  our 
enemies  of  their  great  relources  for 
carrying  on  war  againd  us  ?-  Would 
you  foice  the  Britilh  government 
to  treat  dncerely  for  peace,  and 
would  you  have  it  brought  to  a 
conclufion  ?  One  of  the  mod  pow- 
erful  means  of  promoting  this  great 
end  of  public  profperity,  would  be 
to  take  the  mod  efficacious  meafures 
for  prohibiting,  until  the  return  of 
peace,  the  idle  or  confumption  of 
Englifh  merchandize  in  every  part 
of  the  republic. 

The  executive  diredorv  invites 

•J 

you  to  take  this  objed  into  im¬ 
mediate  cruidderation. 

(Signed)  IIevfxliere  Lepeaux, 
prefident. 

Lagarde,  fee.  general. 


On  the  ifttk  of  OBober,  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Directory  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  prefented  a  fecond  Mef'age 
upon  the  Subject  to  the  Council  of 

Five  Hundred. 

/ 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

IT  is  of  moment  that  the  exe¬ 
cutive  diredory  diould  not  conceal 
from  you,  that,  by  the  official  cor- 
refpondence  of  its  agents,  and  by, 
private  informations  which  they 
receive  from  all  parts,  they  are 
certain,  that  if  the  legidative  body 
does  not  take  fpeedy  meafures  to 
prevent  the  importation  and  fale 
of  Englilh  goods  in  France,  the 
Batavian  convention  will  not  delay 
revoking  the  decree  which  it  en- 
aded,  to  extend  the  fame  prohibi¬ 
tion  to  Holland. 

The  executive  diredorv  ought 

4  c? 

to  enable  you  to  obferve  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  uncertainty 
relpeding  the  refolution  you  will  j 
deem  proper  to  take  on  that  fub- 


I 
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jeft,  flops  the  progrefs  of  the  hap¬ 
py  effects,  which  had  been  produced 
by  the  foie  propofition  of  feconding 
the  meafures  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
by  reducing  a  pound  iterling  to  21 
livres,  10  fous,  which  had  been 
raifed  at  that  epoch  to  24  livres,  5 
fous.  by  the  exchange. 

They  ought  finally  to  remark, 
that  if  the  prohibition  they  requeft 
is  not  decreed  loon,  if  the  delays 
on  that  point,  or  the  modifications 
which  deflroy  the  main  end  of  the 
principal  objeft,  fhould  occafion 
the  revocation  of  the  meafures  tak¬ 
en  by  the  Dutch,  England  wall 
loon  fee  vanifh  the  embarraflment 
fhe  feels  to  procure  the  fupplies 
flie  Hands  in  need  of,  if  the  wi flies 
to  profecute  the  war,  and  that  the 
Britilh  commerce  would  even  then 
feel  a  mighty  interelt  to  fee  it  pro¬ 
longed. 

The  determination  which  you 
are  about  to  take,  citizens  repre- 
fentatives,  will  thus  have  a  moft 
ftriking  influence  on  the  fuccefs  of 
the  negotiations  which  occupy  that 
government  at  this  moment  tor  the 
reftoration  of  peace. 

(Signed)  Revelltere  Lepeaux, 
p  re  0  dent. 

Lagarde,  fee.  general. 


On  the  2 d  of  November,  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred  pajj'ed  the  follow¬ 
ing  Refutations  t 

Art.  1.  All  articles  manufac¬ 
tured  in  England,  or  in  Englifh 
iftablifhmentp,  (hall  continue  to  be 
prohibited  throughout  the  whole 
rf  the  republic.  From  the  date 
}f  the  publication  of  this  lawr,  all 
^erfons  are  forbidden  to  expofe 
uch  articles  to  fale,  or  to  give  no¬ 
tice  that  they  are  to  be  fold. 

Vol.  XXXVIII, 


2.  No  article,  containing  articles 
of  Englifh  manufa&ure,  fhall,  un¬ 
der  any  pretext,  enter  the  ports  of 
the  republic. 

3.  The  neceffity  of  putting  into 
a  port  fhall  not  furnifh  a  plea  for 
any  deviation  from  the  preceding 
article,  where  the  veflels  exceed 
ten  tons  in  burden. 

4.  With  refpefcfc  to  veffelS  above 
ten  tons,  proved  to  have  been  forced 
ipto  port,  the  captain,  on  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  arrival,  fhall  produce  to 
the  commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms  an 
exa&  flatement  of  the  quantity, 
quality,  and  value  of  Englifh  mer¬ 
chandize  according  to  the  inventory; 
it  fhall  be  depofited  in  a  magazine 
with  three  keys ;  one  to  be  kept  by 
the  captain,  the  other  by  the  com¬ 
miflioners,  and  the  third  by  the 
municipal  agent  of  the  commune; 
and  the  fhip  fhall  not  depart  till 
the  captain  has  proved  that  they 
have  been  all  re-embarked  exactly 
as  they  w'ere  delivered. 

5.  Articles  of  Englifh  manufac¬ 
ture  in  veflels  taken  from  the  ene¬ 
my,  or  fliipwrecked,  or  thole  which 
arife  from  confifcation,  fhall  be  de- 
pofited  in  magazines  till  they  are 
again  exported. 

6.  Every  perfon  who  fhall  have 
occafion  to  vifit  a  magazine  where 
Englifh  manufactures  are  depofited, 
fhall,  within  three  days  alter  the 
publication  of  the  law,  give  in  to 
the  municipal  adminiflration  of  the 
canton  a  detailed  account  of  their 
quantity,  quality,  and  value. 

7.  Within  the  extent  of  three 
leagues  from  the  frontiers,  by  land 
or  lea,  the  preceding  declaration  to 
be  made  to  the  neareft  office  of 
cuftoms,  and  the  goods  depofited 
in  magazines  appointed  for  the 
pnrpofe. 

VIII.  After  the  expiration  of  the 
*  T  period 
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period  fixed  to  make  the  declaration, 
the  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  municipal  adminiftra- 
tor,  may  vifit  the  houfes  fufpecfed 
to  contain  or  conceal  articles  fa¬ 
bricated  in  England.  Vifits  during 
the  day  may  alfo  be  made  by  the 
proper  officers,  to  difeover  whether 
any  articles  prohibited  by  this  de¬ 
cree  arc  concealed  in  magazines ; 
and  if  any  fuch  are  found,  the  whole 
houfe  of  the  owner  of  the  magazine 
may  be  fearched. 

IX.  All  military  corps  Rationed 
on  the  frontiers,  and  all  public 
functionaries,  are  enjoined  to  ftop 
any  article  of  Englifh  manufacture 
found  on  the  territory  of  the  re¬ 
public. 

X.  Violations  of  this  decree  to 
be  punifhed  with  arreft  (the  cri¬ 
minal  to  be  brought  before  the  tri¬ 
bunal  of  correctional  police)  and 
confilcation  of  the  goods,  veffels, 
carriages,  horfes,  and  beafts  of 
burden ;  and  the  delinquent,  be- 
lides,  to  be  condemned  to  pay 
not  Ms  than  double  the  value  of 
the  objeCl  feized ;  and  imprifon- 
ment  for  a  period  not  lels  than  five 
days,  nor  more  than  three  months. 
In  cafe  of  a  repetition  of  the  of¬ 
fence  the  fine  to  be  double,  and 
the  imprifonment  for  the  fpace  of 
fix  months. 

XL  The  value  of  the  goods  con- 
fifcated  fhall  be  given  as  a  reward 
to  the  feizers,  or  to  thofe  who  have 
affifted  in  the  arreft. 

A  ftxth  of  the  confifcation  is 
granted  as  an  indemnity  to  the 
municipal  adminiftrators  and  com- 
miffioners  of  the  executive  direc¬ 
tory,  in  all  cafes  where  their  pre- 
ence  is  appointed  by  the  law. 

XII.  Of  Englifh  manufacture  are 
confidered  all  goods,  whether  di- 
3r«Ctly  brought  from  England,  or 


coming  indireClly  from  other  coim« 
tries. 

1.  All  kinds  of  cloth  and  Huffs 
of  wool  and  cotton,  or  mixtures  of 
thefe  materials;  tamboured  nan¬ 
keens,  muflins,  ftriped  woollen  and 
cotton  cloths,  and  Englifh  tapeftry. 

2.  All  kinds  of-cotton  or  woollen 
caps,  limple  or  mixed. 

3.  Buttons  of  every  kind. 

4.  All  kinds  of  metal ;  all  wrougbl 
iron,  cutlery,  clock-work,  fteel 
copper,  tin,  white  iron,  polifhed  oj 
rough,  pure  or  mixed. 

5.  Tanned  leather,  dreffed  hides 
or  plain  for  carriages  or  boots,  bar 
nefs,  and  all  fadlery  wares. 

6.  Ribband,  hats,  gauzes,  knowr 
as  Englifh  wares. 

7.  All  kinds  of  fkins  for  glove 
or  breeches,  and  thefe-  articles  in  ; 
manufactured  ftate. 

8.  All  kinds  of  glafs  and  eryftal 
except  vafes  of  glafs  ufed  in  chymi 
ftry,  and  glaffes  for  fpeCtacles  an 
watches. 

g.  Refined  fugars. 

10.  All  kinds  of  pottery  know: 
by  the  name  of  pipe-clay. 

XIII.  The  refined  fugars  compre 
bended  in  'the  preceding  article  at 
tually  in  the  interior,  are  not  fubjei 
to  thefe  declarations,  and  to  B 
lodged  in  the  magazines  accordin 
to  the  preceding  articles. 

XIV.  All  the  objeCts  of  foreig 
manufacture  different  from  tbo 
pointed  out  in  Article  XII.  * 
which  the  import  is  not  prohibit* 
by  former  laws,  fhall  not  be  admittJ 
unlefs  accompanied  with  certificate 
that  they  are  the  produce  of  cou. 
tries,  at  peace  with  France. 

XV'.  Certificates  fhall  be  dell 
vered  by  the  French  confuls,  or  l 
the  public  offices;  they  fhall  co, 
tain  a  formal  atteftation  that  t! 
articles  have  beea  manufactured  ; 

a 


state 

the  laid  country*  and  fliall  mention 
the  name  of  the  artill. 

XVI.  In  addition  to  the  penalties 
above  pronounced,  the  names,  fir- 
names,  ages,  profeflions,  and  places 
of  abode  of  the  violators  of  the  law 
and  of  their  agents,  fliall  by  the 
fpecial  interference  of  the  minifter 
of  the  interior,  be  ftuck  up  in  all 
public  places,  and  inferted  in  the 
periodical  papers,  under  the  general 
title  of  brokers  of  England,  deftroy- 
ers  of  French  induftry.  For  this 
purpofe  the  commiffioners  of  the 
executive  directory,  with  the  tri¬ 
bunals  of  correctional  police,  lhall 
be  bound  to  fend  to  the  minifter  of 
the  interior  the  names,  lirnames, 
ages,  profeffions,  and  places  of  abode, 
of  all  thole  againft  whom  they  fliall 
have-  pronounced  fentence  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  prefen  t  law.  ' 

XVII.  All  the  regulations  of  the 
former  laws,  contrary  to  the  prefent, 
are  repealed. 

The  above  refolutions  were  after¬ 
wards  fanCtioned  by  the  council  of 
ancients. 


Mejfage  of  the  Executive  Directory 
to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred. 

20  Frimaire ,  Dec.  10. 
THE  multiplied  wants  of  the 
republic  call  imperioufly  upon  you 
to  difplay  and  employ  all  her  re- 
fources.  You  are  not  ignorant,  that 
fevery  branch  of  the  public  fervice 
experiences  the  utmoft  dillrefs. 
The  pay  of  the  troops  remains 
unlettled;  the  defenders  of  the 
country  fuffer  all  the  horrors  of 
nakednefs ;  their  courage  is  de- 
crealed  by  the  painful  fenfe  of 
their  wants ;  the  difgufl  arifmg 
from  them  naturally  occafions  de¬ 
lation  j  the  hofpitals  are  in  waul 
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of  fuel,  medicines,  and  all  other 
neceflkries ;  the  public  alms  and 
workhoufes  experience  the  fame 
want,  and  for  this  reafon  they  re¬ 
ject  the  needy  and  infirm  citizens, 
who  ufually  found  an  afylum  in 
them.  The  creditors  of  the  hate, 
the  contractors,  who  daily  fupply 
the  wants  of  the  armies,  with  great 
difficulty  obtain  only  a  fmall  part 
of  the  fums  due  to  them,  and  the 
diftrefs  which  they  experience  on 
this  account  deters  others  who 
might  fupply  thefe  wants  with  more 
exaCtnefs,  and  on  terms  more  ad¬ 
vantageous  for  the  republic*  The 
public  roads  are  impaffable,  and  the 
communications  interrupted.  The 
lalaries  of  the  public  functionaries 
remain  unpaid.  From  one  end  of 
the  republic  to  the  other,  the  judges 
and  adminiftrators  are  reduced  to  the 
dreadful  dilemma,  either  to  expole 
therfifelves  and  their  families  to  the 
utmoft  miferv,  or  difgracefully  to 
fell  themfelves  to  intriguers.  The 
dilaffeCted  agitate  every  part  of 
the  republic;  murder  and  affaffi- 
nation  are  organized  in  many 
places;  and  the  adminiltration  of 
police,  without  activity  and  with-* 
out  force  from  want  of  provifionary 
means,  is  unable  to  check  thefe  dil- 
orders. 

It  is  in  voUr  power  to  make  this 

afflictive  picture  difappear ;  you 

can  diffufe  new  life  through  all 

* — ' 

the  parts  of  the  public  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  re-eftablifh  the  focial  har- 
mony,  the  fprings  of  which  are  im¬ 
peded,  but  not  deftroyed. 

An  important  work,  a  Ample 
work,  but  which  tends  direCtly  to 
the  end  which  you  will  with  to 
propofe  to  yourfelves,  has  already 
been  prefented  to  you  on  this  fub- 
jeCt,  and  you  have  adopted  it. 
Wife  principles,  equitable  bales, 

*  T  a  hay© 
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have  been  fubmitted  to  yon  for  the 
eftablHhment  of  contributions,  and 
means  fufficient  to  provide  for  the 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  ex- 
pences,  which  the  confolidation  of 
the  republic  and  the  happinefs  of 
the  people  require. 

But  until  the  laws  which  you 
are  to  lay  dowrf  on  thofe  bafes  are 
enacted,  until  the  reimburfements 
are  in  adivity,  Until  by  a  certainty 
of  receipts  the  neceffary  order  can 
be  eftablifhed  for  giving  an  invari- 

o  o 

able  application  to  every  branch 
of  the  public  revenue ;  waiting  the 
happy  inftant  which  is  near,  if  you 
cboofe,  you  ought  by  a  provifional 
refource  to  fofter  and  re-animate  all : 
you  muft  reftore  motion  to  the  di¬ 
vers  departments  of  adminiftration, 
\yhich  all  hold  together,  and  fecond 
each  other,  and  which  it  becomes 
indifpenfable  to  extricate  from  the 
dangerous  date  of  decline  in  which 
they  are  plunged. 

(Here  the  directory  points  out 
the  employments  of  the  arrears 
due  upon  the  lalt  fourth  part  of 
the  national  domains  fold  by  the 
law  of  the  28th  Ventofe,  as  the 
means  of  obtaining  that  defirable 
end :  every  purchafer  of  national 
■  domains,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  law, 
who  has  not  paid  the  whole  amount 
of  his  purchafe,  is  to  pay  the  fame 
in  bills  payable  to  order,  and  in 
ready  fpecie,  ten  days  after  the  pro¬ 
mulgation  of  a  law  to  he  palled  for 
the  purpofe,  in  his  department; 
thofe  fums  are  to  be  paid  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  each  term  of  payment 
ftipulated,  unlefs  the  purchafer  will 
come  forward  fooner  with  his  pay¬ 
ments,  and  thus  benefit  his  capital 
by  receiving  intereft.  The  bills  or 
fecurities  are  to  be  mortgaged  upon 
the  property  bought  by  the  purcha¬ 
fer,  who,  in  cafe  of  default,  is  to 
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buffer  forfeiture :  the  eftate  is,  of 
courfe,  to  be  put  up  to  fale  by 
auction.  If  any  adminiftration  ne¬ 
glects  to  enforce  this  payment,  by 
putting  up  the  eftate  to  fale,  its 
members  are  to  be  perfonally  re- 
fponfible.  The  bills  thus  iffued  by 
the  purchafers  of  national  domains 
as  aforefaid,  are  not  to  have  any 
forcible  circulation,  but  they  are  to 
pafs  by  confidence,  at  the  refponfi- 
bifity  of  the  drawers,  and  endorfers. 
for  metallic  fpecie;  their  aCtual  anr 
natural  value  being  mortgaged  ane 
fecured  upon  the  value  of  the 
eftates  in  payment  of  which  the} 
iffued.) 

Barras,  prefident 


MeJJ'age  of  the  Executive  Director \ 
to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred 
in  Jan.  1796. 

Citizens  Legifiators, 

THE  executive  directory  can  n<j 
longer  defer  to  call  the  moft  ferioir 
attention  of  the  legifiative  body  P 
the  emigrants  in  the  colonies. 

The  national  convention  though 
proper  to  adjourn  this  dil’cuffion,  c| 
the  greateft  urgency  and  import) 
ance ;  on  the  25th  Meffidor,  thir 
year,  when  the  committee  of  publi 
lafety  propofed,  in  a  report  cor 
cerning  the  ftate  of  St,  Domingo 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  th 
laws  refpeCting  emigrants  in  th 
colonies,  as  well  as  in  the  mothd 
country.  The  moment  is  arrive 
when  the  legifiators  of  the  republh 
fenfible  of  the  mifehief  of  too  muc 
indulgence,  ought  to  crufb  wit 
their  anathema  the  moft  irrecoi 
cileable  enemies  of  liberty  an 
equality.  It  is  neceffary  that  tl 
emigrants,  in  whatever  place  the 
relrde,  or  whatever  difguife  the 

album 


- 


I 


STATE 

aflfume,  fliould  no  longer  be  able 
to  elude  the  fentence  of  the  law 
pronounced  againft  them. 

Any  diftinction  between  the  emi¬ 
grants  of  France  and  thole  of  the 
colonies  would  be  extremely  unjuft 
and  impolitic.  It  would  occalion 
the  Id’s  of  our  colonies,  whom  liberty 
alone  can  attach  to  us,  and  along 
with  the  lofs  of  our  colonies,  would 
deltroy  every  hope,  of  re-eftablifhing 
our  commerce,  and  of  procuring  to 
the  republic  an  inexhauftible  fource 
of  real  opulence  and  profperity. 

The  national  convention  was  for 
a  long  time  led  into  an  error  in 
confequence  of  the  prevalence  of 
a  factious  and  unfounded  opinion. 
They  retained  an  idea,  that  it  was 
pofiible  to  difpenle  with  nature  and 
juftice  with  refpetft.  to  the  freedom 
of  the  blacks,  and  to  fave  our  colo¬ 
nies  ;  by  committing  a  criminal 
outrage  againft  the  rights  of  man. 

Some  legdlators,  deceived  by  the 
artifices  of  the  colonial  ariftocracy, 
were  ignorant  of  the  real  cades  of 
thole  calamities  which  defolated 
our  colonies  ;  but  the  report  of  the 
commillion  appointed  to  inveftigato 
the  truth,  which  fo  much  intrigue 
had  been  employed  to  conceal,  could 
not  fail  to  open  their  eyes. 

Will  the  protestors,  the  defenders 
of  the  emigrant  colon! fts,  who  have 
iucceftively  been  demagogues,  royal- 
ifts,  and  rpoderes,  according  to  the 
different  periods  of  the  revolution, 
ft  ill  be  able  to  intereft  your  com¬ 
panion,  by  reprefenting  to  you  the 
lols  of  their  fortune,  and  deftitute 
lituation  in  which  they  are  placed  ? 

But  have  not  the  clergy  and  no¬ 
bility  of  France,  and  ali  the  emi¬ 
grants  in  Furope,  caufe  to  regret 
•he  lofs  of  the  privileges  on  which 
•hey  founded  the  11  a  very  of  the 
leople  ?  And  haver  they  not  been 
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the  authors  of  their  own  wretched- 
nels  and  dil’grace  ? 

They  alio  appeal  to  the  com¬ 
panion  of  the  French  people — they 
alfo  ftyle  themfelves  the  victims  of 
a  revolution,  which  has  compelled 
them  to  abandon  their  homes,  and 
yet  the  conftitution  for  ever  inter¬ 
dicts  all  of  them  from  returning  to 
the  country. 

Will  tlieie  emigrant  colonifts  fay, 
that  they  only  retired  to  the  United 
States  to  avoid  the  horrors  of  war, 
and  that  they  have  remained  in  a 
neutral  country? 

But  did  not  a  great  number  of 
thofe  very  emigrants  from  France, 
who  occafioned  lo  many  miichiefs 
to  the  country,  refort  to  a  neutral 
country?  Why  did  not  thefe  colo¬ 
nifts,  always  rebels  to  the  laws,  not 
take  up  arms  to  defend  them,  as 
well  as  the  magiftrates,  who  were 
their  organs?  It  can  now  be  no 
longer  doubted,  from  letters  that 
have  been  intercepted,  and  the 
official  reports  of  the  agepts  of  the 
republic,  that  Philadelphia  was  the 
feat  of  an  Englilh  committee,  which, 
without  doubt,  eluded  the  vigilance 
of  the  American  government,  and  of 
which  the  colonifts  were  the  agents 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Auftrians 
at  Baile  were  the  more  oftenfible 
agents  of  an  Auftrian  committee. 

Even  fuppofing  that  the  emigrant 
colonifts  were  only  fo  cowardly  as 
to  withdraw  themfelves  from  the 
evils  of  the  war,  which  they  pro¬ 
voked  by  their  reftftance  to  the  laws 
refpeding  the  emancipation  of  the 
blacks,  and  that  they  only  fought 
an  alylum  in  the  United  States, 
ought  they  not  to  have  taken  the 
firit  fafe  and  honourable  opportunity 
which  prefented,  in  order  to  return 
to  the  French  territories?  Yet  in 
vain  did  the  minifters  of  the  re- 
*  T  3  public* 
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public,  in  America,  invite  them  by 
official  intimations,  by  journals,  and 
by  placards,  to  return  to  France, 
offering  them  a  free  paffage  aboard 
the  flops  of  the  republic.  They 
Hill  refufed,  hoping  that  the  tri¬ 
umphs  of  England  and  of  Spain 
would  fpeedily  facilitate  their  return 
to  their  native  foil  again,  polluted 
by  flavery  ;  and  would  enable  them 
to  carry  along  with  them  the  pride 
of  dominion,  infolence,  and  death. 
Men  who  call  themfelves  refugees, 
and  victims  of  perfecution,  to  whom 
the  republic  ftretches  out  her  arms 
when  (he  has  the  right  to  be  fevere, 
and  who  rather  chufe  to  keep  at  a 
cliftance  during  that  revolution, 
which  calls  for  the  united  efforts  of 
all,  ard  not  fuch  in  reality  emi¬ 
grants  ?  After  this  ffatement,  is  it 
poffible,  without  criminality,  to 

make  anv  diftindion  between  the 
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emigrants  of  France,  and  thofe  of 
the  colonies  ?  Undoubtedly,  citizens 
legiflators,  you  never  can  be  of  that 
opinion,  and  your  juftice  will  never 
be  difarmed  by  tire  arts  of  perfidi¬ 
ous  men,  who  now  bafely  and  hypo¬ 
critically  cringe  before  the  triumphs 
of  the  republic. 

Their  property,  juftly  forfeited 
to  the  republic,  will  amount  to  two 
milliards  of  crowns,  when  it  flra.ll 
have  been  reftored  to  its  proper 
value  by  wife  and  difcreet  manage¬ 
ment.  You  will  thus,  by  enforcing 
the  juft  feverity  of  the  laws,  find  a 
new  fund  for  the  expence  of  feveral 
campaigns,  which  the  wifdom  and 
^moderation  of  the  people  may  not 
he  able  to  avoid  ;  or,  in  cafe  of  peace, 
a  particular  refource,  which  will 
raife  to  the  higheftpitch  the  profpe- 
rity  of  the  republic. 

The  executive  diredory,  im- 
preffed  with  the  importance  of  the 
#bjed  which  they  have  now  fug- 
l 


gefted,  propofe  to  the  legifiafive 
body  to  take  iheir  melfage  into  the 
moil  ferious  confideration,  and  to 
declare,  that  the  laws,  refpedirig 
emigrants  fha.ll  be  fent  and  executed 
in  all  the  colonies,  as  well  as  in 
France. 

(Signed)  Reubell,  Prefi. 

By  the  Executive  Diredory, 

Lagarde,  Sec. 


MeJJ "age  from  the  Directory  addrefed 
to  the  Council  of  Ancients ,  dated 
the  $th  Pluviofe  {Jan.  25)  and 
read  in  a  Secret  Committee. 

Citizens  Legiflators, 

T  Ii  E  enemies  of  France  have 
fpoken  of  peace,  but  it  was  to  relax 
our  preparations,  while  they  therm 
feives  redoubled  their  eftorts  for 
continuing  the  war ;  they  with  to 
weaken  the  courage  of  our  defend-; 
ers,  by  lulling  them  with  the  hopes 
of  approaching  peace,  which  they 
themfelves  do  not  ceafe  to  elude  by 
the  moft  evafive  forms,  and  the  moll 
frivolous  pretexts.  This  perfidy  on 
their  part  is  not  new,  and  the  re¬ 
ports  they  have  affeded  to  circulate 
on  this  fubjed,  fince  the  corninence-)i 
ment  of  hoftilities,  have  always 
been  leized  and  believed  by  the 
foreign  fadion  which  they  maintair 
among  us.  But  thefe  manoeuvres 
have  never  been  countenanced  b) 
the  executive  diredory, who,  in  offer¬ 
ing  peace  to  the  coalefced  powers 
on  conditions  as  moderate  as  art 
confident  with  the  national  dignity 
have  negleded  nothing  lor  alluring 
new  triumphs  to  the  repubhear 
arms. 

The  French  fiiould  know,  tha 
they  never  can  have  peace  witl 
their  enemies  till  they  fliall  haVf 
rendered  it  impolfible  for  tbfem  tc 
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purfue  their  difaftrous  projects. 
This  epoch  is  not  far  off;  it  muff 
crown  a  vigorous  campaign:  and  we 
have  reafon  to  think  that  that  which 
is  about  to  be  opened  will  yield  in 
nothing  to  that  of  the  third  year. 
The  government  already  acquires 
ffrength  every  day,  and  the  hopes 
of  the  enemies  of  the  interior  of  a 
difagreement  between  the  legiflative 
body  and  the  diredory  difappear 
every  day  ;  the  circulation  of  pro- 
vifions  begins  to  be  re  effablilhed ; 
the  young  citizens  are  delirous  of 
rejoining  their  colours  ;  the  general 
adivity  contributes  to  fecond  the 
lalutary  and  clecilive  mealure  of  the 
forced  loan  ;  the  certainty,  in  thort, 
of  feeing  all  the  fadious  puniihed, 
whether  their  royalifm  be  open  or 
concealed,  or  whether  they  dififem- 
ble  it  under  the  laff  fprms  of  anar¬ 
chy  :  every  thing,  in  Ihort,  announ¬ 
ces,  that  if  we  are  forced  by  our 
imphacable  enemies  to  cover  ffill 
their  bloody  plains  with  our  foldiers, 
it  will  be  to  gain  foon  new  laurels  ; 
to  enjoy  from  henceforward  the 
unalterable  repofe  that  is  allured 
by  the  conffitution,  fworn  to  by  all 
Frenchmen,  and  the  return  of  mo¬ 
rality  and  juffice,  the  love  of  labour 
and  economy.  Citizens  legiflators, 
you  are  aware  that  what  renders  the 
fervice  fo  painful  in  the  prefent 
moment,  notwithftanding  the  pro¬ 
digious  resources  which  are  ffill  to 
be  found  in  the  republic,  is  the  ab- 
fence  of  representative  figns  ot  ex¬ 
change,  Iwallowed  up  by  that  ava- 
rice  which  renders  it  impoffible  to 
provide  the  neceffary  fupplies  for 
the  armies.  We  mult  devile  fome 
fubftitute  ;  and  the  diredory  can 
perceive  no  other  except  that  of 
railing  articles  in  kind,  at  leaft  thofe 
which  are  at  prefent  molt  neceffary 
ind  indifpenfable,  fuch  as  horfes 
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for  carriages,  and  for  the  ufe  of 
cavalry. 

The  principal  caufe  of  the  little 
fuceels  of  the  laff  campaign  was  the 
deticiency  of  the  means  of  convey¬ 
ance,  and  the  luperiority  of  our 
enemies’  cavalry.  The  evil  inciealed 
every  day,  and  we  are  obliged  to 
tell  you,  citizens  legiilators,  that  if 
there  is  not  taken,  in  this  refped,  a 
mealure  prompt  and  efficacious,  we 
muff  expect  defeats.  The  diredory 
requeffs  that  you  will  authorize  it 
to  raife  the  thirtieth  horfe  in  every 
part  of  the  republic.  Experience 
allures  the  fuccefs  of  this  meafure  ; 
all  others  will  only  have  doubtful 
confequences,  flow,  and  attended 
with  much  expence,  .and  the  fend¬ 
ing  out  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
fpecie. 

The  diredory  had  determined  not 
to  make  to  the  legifiative  body  the 
propotition  of  an  extraordinary  levy 
of  liorfes,  till  after  the  l'ubjed  had 
been  long  confidered,  and  it  fliall  be 
fenflble  that  there  exift  no  other 
means  of  alluring  the  fervice. 

This  levy  fliall  be  made  by  the 
adminiftrative  bodies.  The  legifla¬ 
tive  body  may  itfelf  ftate  the  mode 
of  the  execution,  or  leave  it  to  the 
diredory,  who  will  follow  the  moff 
economical  and  the  leaft  vexatious 
to  the  citizens  ;  whatever  decifion 
you  may  make  in  this  refped,  cir- 
cumftances  require  that  this  meafur* * 
may  not  be  deferred. 

Citizens  legiflators,  the  diredory, 
invites  the  council  to  take  the  ob- 
jed  of  its  demand  into  the  moff 
lerious  and  the  moff  prompt  con¬ 
fide  ration. 

Reubell,  Prefident. 


Mefjage  of  the  Executive  Directory 
oj  France  to  the  Council  of  Five 

*  T  4  Hundred * 


280* 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796. 


Hundred,  refpecting  the  Emijjion 
of  Territorial  Mandats. 

Citizens  Legiflators, 

YOUR  refolution  of  the  20th  of 
this  month,  relative  to  the  creation 
of  “  Territorial  Mandats/'  payable 
to  the  hearer,  is  one  of  thole  grand 
and  happy  meafures,  which  at  the 
moll  critical  aeras  of  the  revolution, 
have  operated  to  the  welfare  of  the 
republic.  But  it  would  be  fatal 
if  you  did  not  h alien  to  make  an 
addition  which  is  indifpenfable,  by 
giving  to  thole  mandats  a  compullive 
currency.  Without  Inch  a  law,  the 
new  paper  and  the  old  would  both 
fall  into  equal  depreciation.  The 
ilock  jobbers  would  feize  upon  both, 
they  would  plunder  the  nation  of  its 
demefnes,  and  the  government  of  its 
refources. 

Certainly  when  paper  money  has 
hut  a  remote,  a  doubtful,  or  infuf- 
ficient  fecurity,  nothing  Ihort  of 
defpotifm  can  force  its  currency. 
Such  would  be  the  cafe,  if  it  were 
intended  to  recal  the  affignats  to 
their  nominal  value,  before  their 
mafs  was  reduced  to  the  amount  of 
the  national  property  at  the  clifpo- 
fal  of  government.  But  it  would 
be  a  weak  abandonment  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  to  leave  to 
malignity  and  avarice  to  fix  the  va¬ 
lue  of  a  mandat,  which  can  be  im¬ 
mediately  converted  into  real  pro¬ 
perty  at  the  choice  of  the  bearer, 
amongfl  the  heft  pofieffions  of  the 
republic.  The  citizens  may  be  de¬ 
ceived  as  to  their  real  interells  by 
the  cruel  manoeuvres  of  llock- 
jobbing.  They  have  been  de¬ 
ceived,  and  will  be  fo  ftill,  unlefs 
their  representatives  forefee  and 
warn  them  of  the  danger. 

Have  you  not  been  compelled  to 
pronounce  certain  penalties  agajnfl 


thofe  who  refufed  the  republican 
money,  though  it  was  evidently  of 
more  value  than  that  which  bore 
the  royal  ftamp  ?  Why  thou  Id  you 
hefitate  to  take  the  fame  part: 
againft  thofe  who  may  with  to  de¬ 
preciate  a  paper,  which  has  more 
need  of  confidence;  as  it  is  not  di- 
vifible  into  fmall  portions,  and 
therefore  iefs  fitted  for  ordinary 
tranfadions  ?  If  you  do  not  take 
this  Hep,  this  paper  mull  fall,  and 
with  its  own,  will  infallibly  caufe 
the  ruin  of  the  affignats. 

It  is  in  your  power,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  to  raife  the  one  through  the. 
other,  and  to  breathe  thus  new  life 
through  all  the  ramifications  of  the 
body  politic,  robuft  in  itfelf,.  but 
weakened  and  dried  up  through  the 
want  of  circulation. 

There  are  thofe,  however,  who 
feem  to  defery  in  this  paper  the 
annihilation  of  the  affignats.  This, 
is  an  error  to  which  flock-jobbers 
will  labour  to  give  credit,  as  wifhing 
to  monopolize  this  reprefen tative' 
frgn,  and  to  po fiefs  themfelves  ol 
the  public  fortune.  But  it  is  evi-; 
dent,  that,  on  the  contrary,  ftock- 
jobbing  will  find  its  death  in  the 
compulfive  circulation  of  this  paper.^ 
and  that  in  twenty-four  hours  the 
government  will  triple  the  value  ol 
affignats. 

The  affignat  is  now  at  the  three 
hundredth  part  of  its  nominal  value. 
When  the  mandats  flrall  be  at  pai 
with  monev,  the  affianats  are  to  be 
exchanged  at  every  office  in  the  re¬ 
public  for  the  hundredth  part  of 
their  nominal  rate.  Thus  is  thein 
value  tripled.  In  a  word,  the! 
affignats  thus  exchanged  are  to  be 
burned,  until  there  lhall  be  no  more 
than  three  milliards  in  circulation. 
The  circulation  will  then  be  brought 
back  to  its  ufuai  courle,  and  the 
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paper  to  its  natural  proportion  to 
the  land  which  it  reprefents.  The 
mandat  being  on  a  par  with  money, 
and  the  relation  of  the  alTignats  with 
the  former  being  prefcribed  by  the 
laws,  flock-jobbing  can  no  longer 
maintain  its  ground.  It  dies;  and 
France  is  delivered  from  a  fcourge 
more  horrible  than  all  the  infli&ions 
of  her  combined  enemies! 

This  proportion  of  one  to  an 
hundred  between  the  mandat  and 
the  alii  gnat  appears  to  be  more 
fuitable  for  the  prefent.  It  accords 
with  the  meafures  which  have  been 
taken  for  raifing  the  forced  loan. 
It  leaves  to  the  nation  the  refources 
which  may  be  neceffary  for  its 
oceafions,  until  the  fyftem  of  con¬ 
tribution  fhall  be  fettled,  and  the 
receipts  colle&ed  regularly.  In 
proportion  as  the  circulating  mal's 
of  aflignats  fhall  be  diminifhed  by 
burning  thofe  which  are  exchanged, 
the  relative  value  of  one  hundred 
for  one  may  be  gradually  amelio¬ 
rated  until  the  equilibrum  (hall  be 
reftored  without  any  fhock  between 
the  remaining  aflignats  and  the 
demefncs  which  form  their  feeu- 
rity. 

But  it  is  neceffary  for  this  pur- 
pcie,  that  ftvere  penalties  Hi  all  be 
decreed  againft  thofe  who  attempt 
to  make  the  fmalleft  alteration  in 
the  relative  value  of  republican 
money.  Thofe  who  exchange  man¬ 
dats  againft  money  otherwise  than 
at' par,  muft  be  rigoroufly  punifhed. 
It  was  by  relaxing  from  this  efien- 
tial  point  that  afiignats  have  fallen 
into  their  prefent  liate  of  deprecia¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  it  is  irnpoffible  to 
raife  them  fuddenly  to  their  primi¬ 
tive  value,  without  pafting  beyond 
the  value  of  the  fecurity,  and  ftrip- 
ping  the  nation  of  its  laft  refource. 

It  is  folely  from  your  lirmnefs 


and  fidelity  in  the  adoption  and 
execution  of  thefe  meafures,  that 
France  can  be  faved  and  revivified, 
and  that  (he  can  arife  free,  glorious, 
and  happy,  after  all  the  ftorms  of 
the  revolution. 

We  invite  you,  therefore,  citizens 
legiflators,  to  give  this  mefiage  an 
immediate  coniideration. 

(Signed)  Letourneur,  Prefi. 

Legarde,  Sec. 


Vroclcimation  of  the  Executive  Di¬ 
rectory  of  the  French  Republic. 

Frenchmen, 

YOUIl  Legiflators  have  juft 
created  a  new  fpecies  of  money, 
founded  at  once  upon  jufiice  and 
the  necelTity  of  providing  for  the 
immenfe  wants  of  the  It  ate ;  .they 
have  conciliated  the  intereft  of  the 
republic  with  the  intereft  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  or  rather  it  is  in  this  pri¬ 
vate  intereft  even  that  they  have 
found  new  and  abundant  refources 
for  the  government;  and  fuel]  will 
he  always  the  calculations  of  a  true 
and  only  policy.  In  lhort,  after  fo 
terrible  a  war,  after  fo  manv  vio- 
lent  (hocks,  the  nation  is,  all  at 
once,  lifted  by  the  creation  of  ter¬ 
ritorial  mandates  to  the  fame  (late 
of  fortune  and  of  means  which  (lie 
pofiefled  in  the  firft  period  of  the 
revolution.  'Fo  render  thefe  means 
fruitful — to  recover  the  lame  de¬ 
gree  of  opulence  and  fplendour,  we 
muft  only  have  the  fame  latitude  of 
confidence  in  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation — the  fame  obedience  to 
the  laws — the  fame  fraternal  union 
between  citizens. 

Your  fate,  ()  Frenchmen  !  is  then 
entirely  in  your  hands  ;  let  the  law 
relative  to  territorial  mandats  be 
faithfully  obleived,  and  France  will 
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come  out  from  the  revolution  happy 
and  triumphant;  if  the  law  be  de- 
fpifed,  a  profound  abyfs  will  be  im¬ 
mediately  dug  under  all  our  feet. 

The  territorial  mandats  have  a 
precious  advantage  which  the  af— 
iignats  had  not— it  was  the  want 
of  it  that  occafioned  their  depre¬ 
ciation. — This  advantage  is  the  fa¬ 
culty  attached  to  the  mandat  of 
being  realized  in  a  moment,  with¬ 
out  hindrance,  obftacle,  or  bale,  by 
the  immediate  and  inconteftable 
tranfer  of  the  national  domain, 
upon  which  the  bearer  of  mandats 
may  have  fixed  his  choice  in  the 
whole  extent  of  the  republic.  It  is 
a  territorial  bank,  with  funds  well 
afcertained,  whofe  notes  may  be 
exchanged  in  open  market,  and 
whofe  guarantee  is  fortified  by  the 
authority  of  the  law  which  gives 
them  the  forced  currency  of  money. 
It  was  neceffary  thus  to  prevent  the 
criminal  efforts  of  flock-jobbing  and 
difaffedion,  which  inceffantly  endea¬ 
vouring  to  convert  the  molt  whole- 
fome  remedies  into  poifon,  would 
not  have  failed  to  have  depreciated 
and  monopolized  the  new  money, 
before  the  mafs  of  the  citizens 
could  have  been  informed  of  its  real 
value. 

When,  by  his  fordid  avarice,  the 
flock-jobber  depreciates  by  one  fol 
a  note  of  100  franks,  it  is  not  folely 
the  one  fol  of  which  he  has  robbed 
the  public  credit,  it  is  a  lols  to  the 
national  treafury  of  fo  many  fols  as 
there  are  100  franks  in  the  trea¬ 
fury;  it  is  an  immenfe  fum  which 
he  has  annihilated  in  the  public 
banks,  and  in  the  hands  of  all  the 
hearers  of  bills.  He  has  ruined  his 
fellow-citizens,  he  has  affafiinated 
his  country;  and  it  is  not,  therefore, 
by  the  filial  In efs  of  his  robbery  in 
itfelf  that  we  muft  meafure  his 


crime,  it  is  by  the  enormity  of 
mifery  which  it  produces.  Never 
was  it  more  evidently  true,  that  the 
fafety  of  a  whole  nation  may  re  fide, 
and,  in  fad,  does  refide,  in  the  in¬ 
violable  probity  of  all  the  members 
that  compofe  it. 

Yes,  morals  and  obedience  ti> 
the  laws,  each  day  ought,  French¬ 
men,  to  convince  you,  are  the  foie 
lafeguard  of  free  countries.  The 
flighteft  attack  made  upon  them 
(hakes  the  fiate  to  its  foundation. 
All  our  evils  arife  from  our  ddfen- 
fions,  from  the  fpirit  of  rapacity, 
the  negled  of  labour,  from  reful’al 
to  pay  the  contributions,  from  the 
depreciation  of  the  national  money. 

Thefe  evils  cannot  be  cured  but 
by  a  contrary  regime  :  by  the  reci¬ 
procal  efteem  of  citizens,  by  their 
eagernefs  to  acquit  themfelves  to 
the  public  treafury,  by  the  reflo- 
ration  of  indullry,  by  the  rigorous 
lupport  of  the  integral  value,  and 
without  the  leaft  alteration,  of  the 
money  eitabliflied  by  the  legifia- 
ture. 

The  executive  diredory  will 
know  how  to  difplay,  on  this  im¬ 
portant  occafion,  the  whole  extent 
of  the  power  depofited  in  their 
hands;  they  will  make  the  na¬ 
tional  will,  ex  prefled  by  the  repre- 
feritatives  of  the  people,  be  r@- 
fneded. 

It  is  to  you,  good  citizens,  friends 
of  wifdom  and  liberty;  immenfe 
majority  of  Frenchmen !  it  is  to 
you  that  it  belongs  to  feeond  the 
efforts  of  the  government ;  form  a 
iacred  league  to  defend  the  confti- 
tutionul  edifice,  which  refis  now 
upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  mandats ; 
repel  thole  who  flatter  you  to  draw 
you  into  a  frightful  abyfs.  You 
can  only  fave  yourfelves  by  auftere 
truths,  What  have  thpfe  operated 
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for  your  good,  who  have  laboured 
hitherto  to  render  you  immoral  ; 
who  have  only  irritated  alternately 
and  cheriftied  your  pallions;  who 
have  lharpened  hatred  among  you, 
and  formed  parties?  What  elle  have 
they  done  but  favoured  your  exter¬ 
nal  enemies;  who  long  ago  would 
have  demanded  peace  of  you,  if 
they  had  not  been  enabled  to  fet 
you  againft  each  other,  and  to 
make  you  tear  out  your  entrails 
with  your  own  hands? 

It  is  againft  thefe  external  ene¬ 
mies  that  we  muft  wake  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  the  ftate.  Cover  with 
indignation  and  contempt  their  e- 
ternal  advocates ;  thole  cowardly 
writers  who  connect  themfelves 
with  traitors;  who  have  nothing  to 
prefent  but  frightful  portraits;  who 
avail  themfelves  of  an  object  only 
to  make  the  citizens  miferable,  and 
divide  to  defame  them.  It  is  time 
that  each  of  us  Ihould  be  proud  of 
being  Frenchmen!  What  are  the 
crimes  of  fome  miferable  men  to 
the  national  glory;  men  whom  na¬ 
ture  has  caft  upon  the  territory  of 
freemen?  view  the  revolution  with 
the  lame  eyes  that  pofterity  will  view 
it;  with  the  fame  eyes  with  which 
the  foreigners  whom  you  combat 
view  it.  .Refume  that  proud  ener¬ 
gy  that  produced  victory-,  recoiled 
your  triumphs,  and  let  them  be  the 
pledge  of  new  triumphs. 

Frenchmen,  be  allured  of  this 
great  truth ;  it  is,  that  the  fafety 
of  all  and  each  of  you  is  in  the 
rigid  execution  of  the  law  relative 
to  mandats.  Already  have  the 
happy  effeds  of  their  creation  been 
lelt  by  the  bearers  of  aftignats, 
which  increafe  in  value  rapidly ; 
although  it  has  been  pretended 
that  it  would  complete  their  de¬ 
preciation. 
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Let  no  infringement  be  made 
upon  this  law,  and  foon  a  benefi¬ 
cent  dew  will  vivify  the  happy  foil 
that  nature  has  adjudged  to  us. 
France  will  rife  from  that  deplor¬ 
able  languor,  a  devouring  llock-job- 
bing  will  ceafe  her  ravages,  a&ivity 
in  arts  and  commerce  will  fucceed, 
the  roads  and  canals  will  no  longer 
be  in  ruins,  the  public  fundionaries 
of  the  ftate  will  be  indemnified  for 
their  painful  labours,  the  long  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  creditors  and  petition¬ 
ers  of  the  ftate  will  be  at  an  end, 
the  melancholy  lot  of  our  intrepid 
brethren  in  arms  will  be  amelio¬ 
rated  ;  and  the  national  felicity, 
which  a  diabolical  fpirit  had 
thought  to  be  able  to  feparate  from 
public  probity  and  the  focial  virtues, 
will  revive  and  afi'ume  new  life  in. 
thofe  immortal  and  fruitful  fources 
of  all  prolperity. 

(Signed) 

Letourneur,  Prefident. 


The  Executive  .Directory  to  the  Citi¬ 
zens  of  Paris. 

ROYALISM,  at  length  defpair- 
ing  of  being  able, to  feduce  you  in 
its  own  colours,  now  takes  to  bring 
you  under  its  odious  yoke,  a  way, 
perhaps,  more  winding,  but  fur 
more,  perfidious  and  lefs  dangerous. 
For  feveral  days  incendiary  papers 
and  placards  have  been  protufely 
diftributed.  Seditious  propoiitions 
and  menacing  difeourfes  are  heard, 
and  groups  are  formed  in  the  public 
fquares.  The  heads  of  the  party 
no  longer  conceal  their  object ; 
they  audacioutly  declare  it.  They 
wifii  to  overturn  the  republican 
conftitution,  to  deftroy  the  national 
reprefenlation  and  the  government; 
to  put  in  force  the  atrocious  and 
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impracticable  code  of  1793;  and  to 
effect  the  pretended  equal  diviiion  of 
all  property,  even  in  the  molt  ih- 
conliderable  nature,  fuch  as  little 
/hops,  &c.  They  are  defirous  of 
plunder. 

They  are,  in  a  word,  defirous  to 
re-erect  fcaffolds,  and  to  bathe  as 
formerly  in  your  blood ;  gorging 
themfelves  with  your  riches  and 
the  fmalleft  produce  of  your  la¬ 
bours.  The  foreigner  who  pays 
them,  knows  very  well  that  the  pre- 
fent  government  being  once  de¬ 
frayed,  the  multitude,  wearied  at 
length  with  various  agitations, 
which  mutt  tend  to  augment  their 
fufferings,  will  throw  themfelves 
into  the  arms  of  a  king:  The  mi- 
ferable  agitators,  whom  he  makes 
his  inftruments,  mult  themfelves 
ckfire  this,  to  place  their  plunders 
under  the  Lifeguard  of  an  authority 
which  would  be  their  work ;  and 
to  feeure  the  -means  of  committing 

O 

frefli  ones  with  impunity,  by  fharing 
in  all  employments.  Who  can  in¬ 
deed  doubt  but  that  they  are  in 
agreement  with  foreigners  to  royal- 
ife  France,  or  to  reduce  it  to  a 
hate  of  debility  and  confufion ;  the 
inevitable  confequence  of  which 
would  be  its  difmemberment.  Do 
'  our  molt  declared  enemies  hold 
another  language  and  another  con- 
duCt?  They  lay  openly  that  they 
will  carry  revenge  and  fire  every 
where,  rather  than  allow  peace  to 
be  made;  and  at  the  fame  time 
they  circulate  a  tliouiand  lying  re¬ 
ports  to  dilcredit  the  national 
money,  and  thus  deprive  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  means  of  fecuring 
to  our  armies  the  faculty  of  liaften- 
mg,  by  new  trials,  a  glorious  and 
durable  peace;  which  is  the  con- 
ftant  object  of  the  views  of  the  di- 
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reCtory,  and  the  aim  of  all  its 
labours.  To  thefe  odious  ma¬ 
noeuvres  they  add  atrocious  calum¬ 
nies,  to  deprive  the  government 
of  the  force  it  needs;  they  even 
after p  that  the  executive  directory 
has  done  frothing  towards  the  con- 
lolidation  of  the  republic.  Well- 
intentioned  men!  go  back  to  the 
moment  of  the  ihliallation  of  the 
directory,  and  judge  whether  in  a 
few  months  it  could  have  done 
more. 

La  Vendee  has  been  di  farm¬ 
ed,  and  its  chiefs  either  killed  or 
taken.  The  revolt  ill  l’Jndre  and  ie 
Cher  was  extinguilhed  at  the  very 
moment  when  it  broke  out ;  and 
the  war  againft  the  Chouans  is 
carried  on  with  activity  and  flic- 
cel’s.  The  armies,  which  were  in  a 
complete  ftate  of  dilfolution,  are 
now  re-organized;  and  are  in  a 
condition  to  cope  with  the  enemy, 
and  to  fix  victory  on  the  ftandard  of 
liberty.  Severe  meafures  againft 
the  refractory  priefts  and  the  emi¬ 
grants  have  been  called  for,  and 
thole  which  exilted  have  been  exe¬ 
cuted  with  vigour.  Adminiftrators, 

O  7 

whole  patriotifm  was  fufpe&ed, 
have  been  replaced  by  energetic 
republicans;  and,  finally,  i’ublif- 
tences  have  been  procured,  and 
their  circulation,  which  was  im¬ 
peded  on  all  fides,  re-eftablifhed. 
Thefe  emillaries  of  foreigners  dare 
to  add,  that  the  directory  does  not 
cherilh  the  patriots,  but  abandons 
them  to  persecution.  Certainly  it 
does  not  ceafe  to  cherilh  them ;  it 
has  not  debited,  and  will  not  delilt 
to  Support  and  defend  the  patriots  ; 
and  will  never  l’uffer  the  errors  into 
which  they  may  have  been  led,  by 
an  ardent  zeal  for  liberty,  to  be  con¬ 
founded  with  guilt.  It  has  an  af¬ 
fectionate 
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fedionate  regard  for  thofe  pure  and 
fincere  patriots,  who  unite  wifdom 
to  the  ardour  of  a  burning  civifin  ; 
who,  impatient  of  every  yoke  but 
that  of  the  laws,  are  equally  averfe 
to  the  eftabliihment  of  their  own 
nomination.  It  will  always  know 
how  to  diflinguifh  thefe  from  the 
dilguifed  partizans  of  royalifm, 
from  the  brigands,  who  ufurp  the 
glorious  title  of  patriots,  merely  to 
dilhonour  it.  The  diredory  is  the 
warmed  friend  to  patriots;  and  is 
not  the  fate  of  the  patriots  and 
that  of  the  diredory  intimately 
conneded?  Are  not  their  dellinies 
common?  Citizens,  and  you  ge¬ 
nerous  defenders  of  the  country, 
inftruded  by  a  long  experience, 
you  have  repulfed,  with  contempt, 
thefe  daftardly  and  atrocious  mif- 
creants.  You  are  not  ignorant, 
brave  warriors,  that  if  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  deftroyed,  the  republic  is 
loft.  You  will  know  bow  to  pre- 
ferve,  by  the  wifdom  and  energy 
of  your  oondud,  a  liberty  fecured 
by  your  triumphs.  Yoji,  citizens, 
who  live  by  the  fruit  of  your 
labours,  will  not  forget  the  mag¬ 
nificent  promiles  which  the  tyrants, 
covered  with  a  cloak  of  popularity, 
have  fo  often  made  to  you,  and 
which  have  never  had  any  other 
refalt  than  their  own  fortune,  and 
the  public  mifery.  You  will  con¬ 
firm  tly  perceive,  that  a  regular  go¬ 
vernment,  folidly  eftablilhed,  can 
alone  fee u re  good  order  and  tran¬ 
quillity;  which  on  their  tide  can 
alone  procure  the  refources  necef- 
fary  for  the  fupport  of  vour  fami¬ 
lies.  You  who  are  apprehentive 
for  your  property,  judge  what  you 
have  to  exped  from  the  tyftem  now 
on  foot,  if  inftead  of  rallying  round 
the  republican  confutation,  you 
favour  by  your  neglqd  the  difiblu- 


tion  of  the  government.  As  to  us 
faithful  to  our  duty  we  will  main¬ 
tain  the  republic  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  with  an  unfhaken  firmneis; 
we  will  cfiul'e  public  order  to  be 
refpeded;  we  will  keep  a  watch 
on  thole  who  attempt  to  ditto  rh 
it ;  and  will  reprefs  them  with  all 
the  force  of  the  laws,  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  which  is  confided  to  us. 
Incapable  of  being  the  accomplices 
or  the  inftruments  of  any  faction, 
we  will  return  with  honour  to  the 
private  life  that  awaits  us,  .or  will 
penlh  with  glory  at  the  poft  to 
which  we  have  been  called. 

(Signed) 

Letouuneur,  Prcfident, 


Addrefs  of  the  Executive  Directory 
to  the  French  Annies ,  April, 

i-g6. 
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DEFENDERS  of  the  country, 
the  moment  approaches  when  you 
are  again  to  take  up  your  vidorious 
arms;  the  moment  •  approaches, 
when  you  are  to  quit  a  repofe  to 
which  you  contented,  in  the  hope 
alone  that  it  would  lead  to  an  ho¬ 
nourable  peace;  hut  the  feas  of 
blood  which  have  flowed,  have  not 
yet  latiated  the  rase  of  vour  ene- 
mies.  fhhey  unqueftionably  ima¬ 
gine,  that  we  are  about  to  aban¬ 
don  the  fruits  of  our  vi dories,  at 
the  very  moment  when  ficcefs  is 
ready  to  crown  them.  They  ima¬ 
gine,  that  we  are  about  to  demand 
of  them,  as  cowards,  a  peace  which 
we  have  offered  them  as  generous 
enemies.  Let  them  conceive  thefe 
unworthy  expectations :  we  will 
not  be  lurprized;  they  have  never 
combated  for  liberty  —  but  what 
they  cannot  be  ignorant  of,  is,  that 
the  brave  armies  with  which  they 
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with  again  to  try  their  ftrength> 
are  the  fame  by  which  they  have 
been  fo  often  fubdued.  No;  they 
have  not  forgotten  the  prodigies  of 
French  valour;  they  hill  recoiled 
with  terror,  both  the  redoubts  of 
Gemappe,  and  the  plains  of  Fleu- 
rus,  and  the  frozen  rivers  of  Hol¬ 
land  :  they  recoiled  that  the  Alps 
and  Pyrenees  have  oppofed  to  you 
but  feeble  barriers ;  and  that  the 
peninfula  of  Quiberon  became  the 
tomb  of  all  the  parricidal  Haves, 
who,  in  the  hope  of  fubjeding  you 
to  the  yoke  of  a  matter,  dared  to 
fet  their  feet  on  the  foil  of  the  re¬ 
public.  If  they  could  have  for-' 
gotten  all  this,  you  will  bring  it  to 
their  recolledions  by  blows  ftill 
more  terrible;  you  will  teach  them, 
finally,  that  nothing  can  refill  the 
efforts  of  a  great  nation  which  de¬ 
termines  to  be  free. 

Brave  warriors,  you  have  afford¬ 
ed  the  example  of  a  difintgreftednefs 
which  cannot .  exit!  unlefs  among 
republicans.  Oftentimes,  in  the 
midft  of  the  greateft  fcarcity  of 
provilions,  of  an  almoft  abfolute 
want  of  the  molt  indifpenfable  ob- 
jeds,  you  have  difplayed  that  he- 
roicai  patience,  which,  joined  to 
your  impetuous  valour,  fo  emi¬ 
nently  diftinguilhes  you ;  and  will 
fignalize  you  to  all  nations,  and  to 
the  eyes  of  pofterity.  »  Republican 
foldiers,  you  will  preferve  this 
great  charader;  and  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  your  fituation  has  been 
ameliorated,  when  with  an  unani¬ 
mous  voice  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation  have  taken  meafures  to 
provide  efficacioufly  for  your  wants, 
you  will  redouble  aifo  your  vigour 
and  courage,  to  put  an  end  to  a 
war  which  can  be  terminated  by 
new  vidories  alone. 

I11  vain  has  the  French  govern¬ 


ment  manifefted  to  all  the  powers 
which  wage  war  againlt  France,  a 
fincere  with  to  reftore  at  length  the 
repofe  of  exhaufted  Europe ;  it  has 
in  vain  made  to  them  the  moll  juft 
and  moderate  propofitions;  nothing 
lias  been  capable  of  removing 
their  deplorable  blindnefs.  Yes, 
brave  warriors,  we  muft  ftill  have 
vidories;  and  it  is  your  energy 
alone  that  can  put  a  ftop  to  this 
devaftating  fcourge.  Prepare,  there¬ 
fore,  for  a  laft  effort,  and  let  it  be 
decifive;  let  every  thing  yield  to, 
let  every  thing  be  diffipated  by  your 
phalanxes;  let  the.  new  flags  of 
your  enemies,  carried  off  by  your 
triumphant  hands,  form,  with  the 
preceding  ones,  the  trophy  with 
which,  in  the  name  of  France, 
always  great  in  her  misfortunes, 
always  juft  in  her  profperity,  the 
equitable  peace  you  will  give  to  the 
world  will  be  proclaimed. 

And  you,  generous  defenders,  who 
fliall  have  cemented  that  peace 
with  your  blood,  you  will  loon  re¬ 
turn  to  the  bofom  of  your  families 
among  your  fellow  citizens,  to  en¬ 
joy  your  glory — terrible  ftill  in  your 
repofe,  to  all  the  enemies  of  the 
republic. 

Letourneur,  Prefldent.1 


Proclamation  by  Buonaparte,  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of 
Italy,  to  his  Brothers  in  Arms ; 
dated  Head-Quarters  at  Milan, 
Prairial  1,  {May  20.) 

SOLDIERS!  you  have  precipi¬ 
tated  yourfelves  like  a  torrent  from 
the  heights  of  the  Appenines;  you 
have  routed  and  difperfed  all  who 
have  oppofed  your  progrefs :  Pied¬ 
mont,  delivered  from  Auftrian  ty-| 
ranny,  difplays  its  natural  lenti-^ 
.  meHts 
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ments  of  peace  and  friendfliip  for 
France.  Milan  is  ours,  and  the 
republican  flag  flies  over  all  Lom¬ 
bardy.  The  dukes  of  Parma  and 
Modena  owe  their  political  exig¬ 
ence  to  your  generofity.  The  army 
that  with  lo  much  pride  threatened 
you,  has  no  barrier  of  protection 
agamft  your  courage:  the  Po,  the 
Teffin,  the  Adda,  have  been  unable 
to  ftop  you  a  fingle  day;  thofe 
boafted  bulwarks  of  Italy  have  been 
infuflicient  to  delay  your  progrefs; 
you  have,  furmounted  them  as  ra¬ 
pidly  as  you  palled  the  Appenines. 
So  much  fuccefs  has  carried  joy  to 
the  bofom  of  our  country;  your  re- 
prefentatives  have  ordained  a  fete, 
dedicated  to  your  victories,  which 
will  be  celebrated  in  all  the  com¬ 
munes  of  the  republic.  Your  fa¬ 
thers,  your  mothers,  your  wives, 
your  fillers,  your  lovers,  will  enjoy 
your  fuccefs,  and  boaft  with  pride 
that  they  belonged  to  you.  Yes, 
(oldiers,  you  have  done  much;  but 
does  there  remain  nothing  more  to 
he  done?  Though  we  have  known 
how  to  vanquilh,  we  have  not 
Ipiown  how  to  profit  of  our  victo¬ 
ries.  Poflerity  will  reproach  us 
with  having  terminated  our  courfe 
in  Lombardy ;  but  already.  I  fee  you 
run  to  arms:  a  flothful  repofe  fa¬ 
tigues  you.  Let  us  depart!  We 
have  yet  forced  marches  to  make, 
enemies  to  fubdue,  laurels  to  ga¬ 
ther,  injuries  to  revenge.  Let 
thofe  tremble  who  have  whetted 
the  poniards  of  civil  war  in  France, 
who  have  bafelv  aflaffinated  our 
tmnifters,  and  burnt  our  fhips  at 
loulon:  the  hour  of  vengeance 
and  retribution  is  near  at  hand. 
But  let  the  people  remain  tran¬ 
quil;  we  are  friends  to  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  more  particularly  the  de¬ 
fendants  of  Brutus,  of  Scipio,  and 
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the  great  men  we  have  taken  for 
our  models.  Re-eftablifh  the  Ca¬ 
pitol,  and  place  there,  with  ho¬ 
nour,  the  ftatues  of  the  heroes  that 
rendered  it  celebrated ;  awaken  the 
Roman  people,  debated  by  many 
centuries  of  11  a  very:  fuch  will  be 
the  fruit  of  your  victories;  they  will 
form  an  epoch  for  poflerity;  you 
will  have  the  immortal  glory  of 
changing  the  face  of  the  hndL 
country  in  Europe.  The  free  French 
people,  refpeCted  by  the  whole 
world,  will  give  to  Europe  a  glo¬ 
rious  peace,  which  will  indemnify 
them  for  the  lacrifices  they  have 
made  during  fix  years;  you  wall 
then  return  to  your  homes,  and 
your  fellow-citizens  will  fay,  ffiew- 
ing  you,  this  man  was  of  the  army 
of  Italy. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Buonaparte  to  tht  Republic  (/Venice* 

Brefcia,  10  Prat  rial ,  ( May  2  9.) 

IT  is  to  deliver  the  fineft  country- 
in  Europe  from  the  iron  yoke  of 
the  proud  houfe  of  Auftria,  that 
the  French  army  has  braved  ob- 
flacles  the  molt  difficult  to  fur- 
mount.  ViClory,  in  union  with 
juftice,  has  crowned  its  efforts. 
The  wreck  of  the  enemy’s  army 
has  retired  beyond  the  Mincio. 
The  French  army,  in  order  to  fol¬ 
io^  them,  pafies  over  the  territory 
of  the  republic  of  Venice;  but  it 
will  never  forget  that  antient  friend¬ 
ship  unites  the  two  republics.  Re¬ 
ligion,  government,  cuftoms,  and 
property,  fhall  be  refpeCted.  That 
the  people  may  be  without  appre- 
henlion  the  moil  fevere  difcipline 
fhall  he  maintained.  All  that  may 
be  provided  for  the  army  fhall  be 
faithfully  paid  for  in  money.  The 

general 


I 
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general  in  chief  engages  tile  officers 


of  the  republic  of  Venice,  the  ma¬ 
gistrates,  and  the  priefts,  to  make 
known  thele  fentiments  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  in  order  that  confidence  may 
cement  that  friendffiip  which  has  lb 
long  united  the  two  nations  faithful 
in  the  path  of  honour,  as  in  that  of 
victory.  The  French  foldier  is  ter¬ 
rible  only  to  the  enemies  of  his 
liberty  and  his  government. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 

The  general  of  divilion, 
chief  of  the  etat-major 
of  the  army  of  Italy, 
(Signed)  Alex.  Bertiiier. 


Proclamation  by  General  Buonaparte, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army 
of  Italy,  to  the  People  of  the 
Milanefe. 

THE  nobles,  the  priefts,  and  the 
agents  of  Auftria  have  milled  the 
people  of  thele  fine  countries;  the 
French  army,  as  generous  as  it  is 
powerful,  will  treat  with  fraternity 
the  peaceable  and  tranquil  inha¬ 
bitants  ;  but  they  will  prove  as 
terrible  as  the  fire  of  heaven  to  the 
rebels,  and  the  villages  which  pro¬ 
tect  them. 

Art.  1.  In  confeqiience,  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  declares  as  rebels, 
all  the  villages  which  have  not  con- 
formed  to  his  order  of  the  6th  prai- 
rial.  The  generals  fha.ll  march 
against  fuch  villages  the  forces  ne- 
c  eft  ary  for  fubduing  them;  fetting 
them  on  fire,  and  fhooting  all  thole 
taken  with  arms  in  their  hands. 
All  the  priefts  and  nobles  who  re¬ 
main  in  the  rebel  communes,  (hall 
be  arrefted  as  hoftages,  and  fent 
into  France. 

*2.  Every  village  where  the  toefin 
fhall  be  founded,  flrall  be  initantly 


deftroyed.  The  generals  are  re-^ 
fponfible  for  the  execution  of  this 
order, 

3.  Every  village  on  the  territory 
of  which  any  Frenchman  fhall  be 
affaffinated,  lhall  be  fined  in  a  fum 
amounting  to  a  third  part  of  the 
contribution  they  pay  annually  to 
the  archduke,  unlefs  they  make 
known  the  afiuffin,  arreft  him,  and 
fend  him  to  the  French  army. 

4.  Every  man  found  with  a  muf- 
quet,  and  ammunition  of  war,  fhall 
be  immediately  ftiot  by  the  order  of 
the  general  commandant  on  duty. 

5.  Every  field  wherein  lhall  be 
found  concealed  arms,  fhall  be  con¬ 
demned  to  pay  one-third  more  than 
its  actual  revenue,  by  way  of  penalty. 
Every  houfe  in  which  fhall  be  found 
a  mufket,  fhall  be  burnt,  unlefs  the' 
proprietor  declares  to  whom  fuch 
mufket  belongs. 

All  the  nobles,  or  rich  people, 
who  fliall  be  convicted  of  having 
ftirred  up  the  people  to  revolt,  whe¬ 
ther  by  difmiffing  their  domeftiesp 
or  by  defigns  againlt  the  French, 
fliall  be  arrefted  as  hoftages,  lent; 
into  France,  and  the  half  of  their 
eftates  confifcated. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte.^ 

10  Prairial ,  (y£>tk  May.) 


Buonaparte,  Commander  in  Chief  of\ 
the  Army  of  Italy,  to  the  InhahiA 
tanis  of  Tyrol. 

v 

Head-Quarters  at  Tortona ,  26  Pm- 
rial,  (June  14,)  4 th  year.  j 

BRAVE  Tyrolians,  I  am  'about! 
to  pafs  through  your  territory  to] 
force  the  court  of  Vienna  to  a  peace, 
as  neceftary  to  Europe;  as  it  is  to 
the  fubjeCts  of  the  emperor.  The 
caule  1  am  about  to  defend  is  your] 

own.- 


' 

) 
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own.  You  have  been  long  vexed 
and  fatigued  by  the  horrors  of  a  war, 
undertaken  not  for  the  intereft  of 
the  people  of  Germany,  but  for  that 
of  a  iingle  family. 

The  French  army  refpeds  and 
loves  all  nations,  more  efpecially 
the  Ample  and  virtuous  inhabitants 
of  the  mountains.  Your  religion, 
your  cuftoms,  will  be  every  where 
refpeded.  Our  troops  will  main¬ 
tain  a  fevere  difcipline  ;  and  nothing 
will  be  taken  in  the  country  without 
being  paid  for  in  money. 

You  will  receive  us  with  hofpita- 
lity,  and  we  will  treat  you  with  fra¬ 
ternity  and  friendfhip. 

But  fliould  there  be  any  fo  little 
acquainted  with  their  true  interefts 
as  to  take  up  arms,  and  treat  us  as 
enemies,  we  will  be  as  terrible  as 
the  fire  from  heaven:  we  will  burn 
the  hotifes  and  lay  watte  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  villages  which  (hall 
take  a  part  in  a  war  which  is  foreign 
to  them. 

Do  not  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  led 
into  an  error  by  the  agents  of  Au- 
ftria.  Secure  your  country,  already 
harafled  by  five  years  of  war*  from 
new  miferies.  In  a  little  time  the 
court  of  Vienna,  forced  to  a  peace, 
will  reftore  to  the  nations  their  pri¬ 
vileges  which  it  has  ufurped,  and  to 
Europe  the  tranquillity  it  has  dis¬ 
turbed.  ' 

The  commander  in  chief, 
(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Decree  of  the  National  Affembly  of 
the  United  Provinces  for  the  Abo¬ 
lition  of  a  Privileged  Ch  urch. 


1.  THERE  cannot,  nor  fhall  be 
longer  any  reigning  or  peculiarly 
privileged  church  permitted  in  the 
United  Netherlands. 

Vol.  XX XVII I. 


2.  All  placards  and  resolutions  of 
the  former  ftates-general,  tending  to 
opprefs  the  diflenting  churches,  are 
revoked  and  rendered  void. 

3.  No  diftindive  drefs  ffiall  be 
worn,  or  church  ceremonies  be  ex¬ 
hibited  except  within  the  refpedive 
buildings, of  either  religious  perfua- 
fion.  Nor  fhall  any  bells  be  rung, 
in  future*  for  the  fervice  of  the 
church. 

4.  A  commiffion  fhall  be  appoint¬ 
ed,  aa  fpeedily  as  pofiible,  to  invef- 
tigate  all  thofe  difficulties,  which 
are  the  remains  of  a  predominant 
church;  to  examine  into  the  funds 
of  payment;  and  to  devife  regula¬ 
tions,  in  fome  wife,  for  the  future 
fubfifience  of  teachers,  and  others 
conceded  with  the  church. 

5.  A  circular  npiffive  fhall  be  dif- 
patched  throughout  all  quarters  of 
the  republic,  exhorting  the  proper 
perfons  to  remit  and  do  away  all 
perfonal  fuppreffive  burdens  laid  on 
thofe  of  the  diflenting  churches, 
and  requefting  their  immediate  an- 
fwer,  for  the  fatisfadion  of  this 
aflembly. 

13  th  Augvjl. 


Proclamation  of  the  National  Ajjem- 
bly  of  the  Batavian  People  againji 
the  Importation  of  Britiffi  Mann -* 

1  , 

v 

The  National  Aflembly,  represent¬ 
ing  the  Batavian  People,  to  the 
Batavians,  Health  and  Fraternity. 

THE  Britiih  minifier  i filled  on 
the  3d  of  this  month  a  royal  pro¬ 
clamation,  by  which,  “  the  free  na- 
“  vigation  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
“  United  Provinces  is  granted,  as 
“  well  as  the  exportation  of  all  kinds 
“  of  merchandize,  except  military 
*  U  “  and 
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u  and  naval  ammunition,  provided 
“  they  be  exported  under  a  neutral 
“  flag.”  France,  however,  is  ex¬ 
cepted.  This  is  an  artifice  which 
the  Batavian  people  fee  and  pro¬ 
perly  appreciate — a  lure  which  they 
difdain.  Have  we  not  /Fetched  to 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  in  our  ma- 
nifefto  of  the  2d  May  of  the  prelent 
year,  the  perridious  traits  of  the 
conduct  of  this  fame  minifter?  Did 
we  not  evince  in  the  moft  evident 
manner,  how  this  minifter  completed 
his  want  of  faith,  when,  on  the  flight 
of  the  Iaft  ftadtholder,  he  feized 
more  than  a  hundred  /hips  richly 
laden,  and  feveral  lhips  of  war; 
when,  deaf  to  every  representation, 
he  dared  to  appropriate  this  booty; 
when,  by  fali’e  advices,  he  enticed 
into  the  Engli/h  ports  feveral  /hips 
■which  were  then  at  fea;  when,  vio¬ 
lating  the  rights  of  nations,  and 
confidering  as  nothing  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  treaties,  he  changed  the  pro¬ 
tection  which  he  had  promifed,  into 
a  declaration  of  good  arid  legal  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  Dutch  lhips;  when  he 
endeavoured  to  get  polieffion  of  our 
colonies  in  the  moft  traitorous  man¬ 
ner;  when  he  effectually  eftabli/hed 
himfelf  in  feveral  of  our  moft  im¬ 
portant  pofteflions ;  when  he  fur- 
ni/hed  money  to  the  unnatural  emi¬ 
grants,  who  were  more  influenced  by 
love  for  the  Orange  party  than  for 
their  country,  and  whom  he  conti¬ 
nually  excited  to  come  and  tear 
down  the  ltandard  of  liberty  in  their 
own  country,  and  to  wafte  it  with 
lire  and  /'word?  In  a  word,  is  not 
the  Britifli  miuifter  the  fworn  ene¬ 
my  to  the  well-being  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  is  not  he*  furious 
that  the  republic  ftill  exifts?  Let 
him  delude  himfelf  with  the  artifi¬ 
cial  calculation  of  the  confequences 
of  the  prefent  meafure!  Let  hiift 


imagine  that  his  lure  of  the  love  of 
gain  may  either  open  a  fource  of 
finance,  or  in  cafe  the  Batavian  re¬ 
public  difdain  it,  may  fow  difcord, 
inflame  the  fpirit  of  party,  and 
alienate  the  hearts  of  the  people 
from  the  legitimate  government ! 
But  your  reprefentatives,  oh,  Bata¬ 
vian  people !  are  and  will  remain, 
notwithftanding,  faithful  to  their 
deftination ;  they  will  not  engage  in 
a  meafure  which  would  render  the 
moft  elfential  fervice  to  the  enemy 
of  the  nation,  cheek  the  wife  and 
great  project  of  their  grand  ally, 
and  retard  that  peace  which  is  the 
object  of  our  wiihes. 

The  Engli/h  people  are  on  the  eve 
of  awaking,  and  of  forcing  the  mi¬ 
nifter  to  accept  an  equitable  and 
fpeedy  peace.  To  avoid  carefully 
every  thing  that  may  prolong  the 
moft  terrible  war  of  which  hjftory 
makes  mention,  is  our  moft  faeretl 
duty :  and  to  lpare  no  means  that 
may  haften  the  moment  of  a  peace 
fuitable  to  the  interelts  of  the  Bata¬ 
vian  people,  of  their  faithful  ally, 
of  the  Britilh  nation  itfelf,  and  of 
humanity— -fuch  is  our  molt  1'erious 
object. 

The  momentary  advantage  of  the 
few  muft  not  he  balanced  'againft 
the  well-being  of  the  public,  the 
well-being  and  profperity  of  the 
public  which  you  wilh,  fellow-citi¬ 
zens,  is  our  principal  object.  We 
know  that  the  Britifli  minifter  at 
this  moment  wants  fpecie  and  cir¬ 
culating  capital.  lie  has  wafted 
millions  of  money  and  rivers  of 
blood ;  the  prefent  meafure  evinces 
his  embarraflment.  The  glorious 
victories  of  the  French  have  /hut 
up  feveral  ports  againft  the  Englilh, 
and  will  flint  up  ftill  more.  Eng¬ 
land,  on  the  other  hand,  is  full  of 
her  manufacture*,  of  pillaged  mer¬ 
chandize, 
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phandize,  particularly  of  thofe  arti¬ 
cles  with  which  our  rich  fliips  re¬ 
turned  from  the  Eaft  Indies  have 
furniihed  him.  The  Britifli  minifter 
muft  befides  make  at  this  period  his 
ufual  contracts  in  the  Baltic  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  marine,  and  for 
the  fupplying  of  his  other  wants: 
and  without  drawing  upon  the  Dutch 
merchants,  it  appears,  that  he  could 
not  fucceed  in  this.— Good  faith, 
Batavian  glory,  feel  all  your  dig¬ 
nity! 

What  Batavian  heart  is  not  filled 
with  indignation,  on  confidering, 
that  the  enemy  of  our  country 
would  offer  us  for  fale  thofe  very 
effects  which  he  has  robbed  us  of  fo 
fhamefully  ?  And  is  it  permitted  to 
us  to  heiitate  a  fingle  moment,  in 
confoling  ourfelves  for  this  lofs  of 
gain,  and  in  fruftrating  the  grand 
object  of  this  enemy?  Citizens,  his 
objeCt  is  no  other  than  to  exchange 
for  money  innumerable  Britifli  mer¬ 
chandize;  the  faculty  of  being  able  to 
difpofe  of  the  price  of  thefe  purchafes 
to  his  own  advantage  :  to  put  an  end 
to  the  juft  murmurs  of  the  Englifh 
people;  to  prolong  the  war;  and, 
above  all,  to  Excite  the  indignation 
of  the  French  republic,  which  the 
proclamation  excludes  from  the  free 
navigation.  It  is  therefore,  in  virtue 
of  all  thefe  motives,  that  we  have 
thought  proper  to  determine  upon 
what  follows,  as  we  do  determine 
by  thefe  prefents, 

Article  i.  It  fliall  not  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  import  into  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces  any  Britifli  manufactures 
whatever,  any  Britifli  merchandize 
iu  general,  and  particularly  any 
elfeCts  of  whatever  nature  they  are, 
which  proceed  from  the  effects  laden 
on  board  the  fliips  of  the  Eaft  India 
company,  feized  or  carried  to  Great 
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Britain,  in  any  manner,  or  under* 
any  pretext,  whether  the  faid  effeCts 
come  direCtly  from  Great  Britain, 
or  by  any  other  channel. 

2.  Upon  the  importation  of  all 
effeCts  of  this  kind,  they  fliall  be  firft 
confifcated  to  the  profit  of  the  Ba¬ 
tavian  people,  and  depofited  in  pro¬ 
per  magazines,  in  order  to  remain 
there  in  depot,  and  not  to  .be  fold 
until  it  fhali  be  ulteriorly  demand¬ 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  Batavian 
people. 

3.  All  perfons  who  may  have 
participated  direCtly  or  indireCtly 
in  fuch  importation,  or  who  may 
have  favoured  it,  or  to  whofe  con- 
fignment  fuch  effeCts  may  have  been 
addreffed  and  expedited  with  their 
knowledge,  fliall  not  only  be  refpon- 
Able,  independently,  and  befides  con- 
fifcation  of  the  effeCts,  but  fliall  be 
proceeded  againlt  before  the  judge 
of  their  domicile,  as  having  entered 
into  a  connection  with  the  enemy, 
to  the  ruin  of  the  country ;  in  cgfe 
it  appears,  that  after  the  promulga¬ 
tion  of  the  proclamation  they  have 
had  any  knowledge  of  it,  and  have 
not  informed  the  office  of  convoys 
and  licences  within  twenty-four 
hours,  or  have  not  informed  the 
adminiftration  of  the  place  where 
they  dwell. 

4.  It  is  alfo  forbidden,  under  the 
fame  penalties,  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  republic,  to  accept  or  pay 
any  bills  of  exchange  drawn  from 
Great  Britain. 

5.  The  exact  execution  of  our 
prefent  ferious  refolution  is  confided 
to  our  committee  for  the  affairs  of 
the  marine,  with  the  particular  in¬ 
junction  to  negleCt  no  means  to 
watch  over  fuch  an  importation, 
with  the  authority  to  eftablifh  in 
the  neceffary  places,  either  in  the 
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towns  or  in  the  flat  counties,  fuch 
extraordinary  furveyors,  receivers, 
or  clerks,  as  they  fliall  judge  necef- 
far}%  in  order  to  fulfil  our  inten¬ 
tions, 

6.  The  committee  for  the  affairs 
of  the  marine  is  qualified,  in  cafe  of 
the  feizure  of  the  effedls  prohibited 
in  Art.  l.  to  order  de  piano  (without 
form  of  procefs)  upon  its  refponfi- 
bility,  the  confifeation,.  and  to  effedt 
the  depofit  in  the  neceffary  maga¬ 
zines  mentioned  in  Art.  2.  In  con- 
fequence,  in  this  refpe<d,  the  ordi¬ 
nary  form  of  proceeding  is  fufpended 
in  cafes  of  frauds  committed  with 
regard  to  the  marine  rights,  and  to 
every  contravention  of  the  placards 
iffued  on  that  fubject,  which  fliall 
remain  fufpended  with  refpect  to 
thofe  who  fliall  prefent  themfelves 
as  defenders  in  the  affairs  above- 
mentioned. 

7.  The  prefent  proclamation  fliall 
he  publiflied  and  Ituck  up.  We  di¬ 
rect  and  entreat  the  fupreme  autho¬ 
rities  to  make  the  neceffary  difpo- 
fitioiis,  in  order  that  our  prefent 
objett  may  be  duly  effected  ;  and 
more  efpecially  to  direct  all  the 
municipalities  in  each  province,  to 
lend  every  a/fidance  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  affairs  of  the  marine, 
and  to  fupport  it  againft  all  bppo.fi- 
tion  to  the  acconaphfhment  of  the 
duties  impofed  on  our  committee,  by 
our  prefent  proclamation. 

8.  This  proclamation  fliall  be  fent 
to  the  committees  for  the  affairs  of 
the  marine,  and  fin*  the  Eaft  India 
trade,  in  order  to  ferve  as  informa¬ 
tion  and  advice  to  them. 

Done  in  the  national  afietnbly  at 
the  Hague,  Sept.  16,  17 96,  fe¬ 
cund  year  of  Batavian  liberty. 

(Signed  J.  J.Cambier. 

Do  Van  Lae r. 


Manifejio  againji  Great  Britain,  hj 
the  National  Ajjhnbly  repre fail¬ 
ing  the  Batavian  Nation. 

THE  Batavian  nation,  once  more 
unjuffly  attacked  by  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,,  has  juft  taken  up 
arms.  This  nation,  fo  often  ill 
treated,  oppreffed,  trod  upon,  and 
pillaged,  under  the  mafk  ®f  friend¬ 
ship,  now  animated  and  excited  by 
liberty,  and  at  length  breathing  for 
the  firft  time  after  fo  long  an  in¬ 
terval,  refumes  the  primitive  energy 
of  its  brave  and  valorous  character,.1 
courageoufly  rears  its  head,  and  will 
no  longer  fuffgr  its  profperity  to  be 
undermined  by  envious  neighbours. 
It  will  no  longer  allow  itfelf  to  be 
dragged  in  the  duff;  and  it  will 
ceafe  to  be  the  fport  of  the  infamous 
and  ambitious  minilters  of  England, 
who,  by  the  dazzle  of  piratical  trea- 
fures,  blind  the  Englifli  nation, 
which  fancies  itfelf  to  be  free,  with 
refpedl  to  the  terrible  calamities 
they  have  brought  on  Europe,  and 
on  the  whole  of  the  human  race.t 
The  Batavian  people  will  defend' 
their  rights  and  their  independence; 
they  will  fave  their  country  from 
the  ruin  by  which  it  is  threatened,  t 
Will  Europe  dill  doubt,  that  the 
Batavian  republic  has  not  rightfully 
drawn  the  fword  from  the  /heath, 
when  /lie  is  con/trained  to  a  juft  de¬ 
fence?  Will  Europe  dill  doubt  that 
the  Batavian  republic  has  been  led 
to  the  very  brink  of  utter  deduc¬ 
tion,  by  the  difadrous  policy  of  the. 
fame  mi  nil  try  ?  Will  Europe  dill 
doubt  that  the  regenerated  Batavian 
republic  will  not,  with  the  help  oi 
its  illudrious  ally,  vigordufly  repel 
the  arrogant  domination  of  the 
Englifli  cabinet,  and  will  not  con-i 
foiidate  the  liberty  fo  dearly  and, 

perikmfiy 
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•periloufiy  acquired,  at  the  expence 
•even  of  all  by  which  Ihe  is  inte- 
refted  ? 

When  England  attempted,  by  the 
force  of  arms,  to  fubjugate  her 
American  colonies,  which  fhe  had 
driven  to  a  juft  infurredion,  and 
when  the  fcourge  of  war  extended 
to  other  empires,  the  Rates  general 
of  the  united  provinces  were  careful 
to  obferve  a  ftridt  neutrality  ;  they 
did  not  fuller  Dutch  veflels  to  tr&nf- 
port  any  other  commodities  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  thole  excepted  which  were 
declared  free  by  the  exprefs  terms 
of  treaties.  The  moft  efficacious 
precautions  were  carefully  taken  to 
prevent  warlike  ftores  from  being 
conveyed  to  the  American  colonies, 
as  well  as  10  prevent  any  fraudulent 
commerce  from  being  carried  on 
-with  them ;  precautions  which  did 
not  a  little  fhackle  and  injure  our 
own  commerce  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

It  availed  the  republic,  however, 
but  little,  to  obferve  the  conditions 
of  treaties  with  exadnefs,  as  to 
what  was  by  them  prohibited ;  the 
Englilh  minifters,  confulting  merely 
their  temporary  convenience,  went 
fo  far  as  to  dilpute  what  thefe  very 
treaties  allowed;  they  would  not 
fuller  the  republic  to  enjoy  thofe 
very  advantages  of  treaty  which 
England  lierfelf  had  enjoyed  in  a 
limilar  cafe;  but  violating  the  rights 
-of  nations,  they  condemned  the  car¬ 
goes  as  prizes  to  the  crown,  and 
employed  the  materials  in  the  royal 
arfenals:  other  veftels  were  torfeited 
by  the  arbitrary  fentences  of  partial 
courts  of  juftice.  The  privateers 
and  armed  (hips  of  England,  feeing 
that  their  piracies  were  legalized, 
multiplied  their  depredations,  and 
the  merchant  veftels  of  Holland 
daily  became  the  vidims  of  their 
brutalities.  Finally,  the  atrocities 


of  the  Britifh  minifters  were  carried 
to  fuch  a  point,  that  they  no  longer 
refpeded  the  flag  of  the  dates,  but 
carried  a  convoy  of  Dutch  veflels 
into  the  ports  of  England ;  declaring 
(hips  richly  laden  to  be  lawful 
prizes,  and  violating,  as  well  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  as  elfewhere,  our  neutral  terri¬ 
tory.  The  only  mode  which  could 
be  adopted  to  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  un¬ 
precedented  injuries,  without,  how¬ 
ever,  breaking  with  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  was  employed  by 
their  high  might  ineftes. — This  mode 
conlifted  in  joining  with  all  poftible 
i’peed  the  alliance  of  the  three  nor¬ 
thern  powers,  concerted  by,  the  em- 
prefs  of  Ruflia,  and  deftined  to  pro- 
red,  by  the  force  of  arms,  the  rights 
of  the  neutral  nations,  each  of  them 
more  or  lefs  violated  by  England. 

Their  high  might  ineftes,  we  lay, 
would  have  acceded  to  this  treaty, 
had  not  an  obftacle  been  thrown  in 
the  way  by  the  perfidious  machina¬ 
tions  of  the  Englilh  cabinet.  This 
was  the  fignal  which  led  England  to 
break  every  tie,  to  diftribute  letters 
of  marqu'e  for  making  repnfals  on 
the  inhabitants  of  the  republic  and 
their  pofteftions,  and  to  declare  open 
war  againft  the  United  States.  A 
miniftry  to  which  all  means  were 
alike,  could  not  want  pretexts  for 
that  purpofe.  It  was  not  at  the 
fame  time  difficult  for  their  high 
mightineftes  to  demonftrate  the  fri¬ 
volity  of  all  thefe  pretended  griev¬ 
ances ;  but  what  purpofe  could  this 
anfwer  with  a  rapacious,  obit m ate, 
and  unjuft  miniftry,  which  was  de- 
firous  to  revenge  on  a  peaceable  ally 
the  lofs  of  the  Britilh  colonies;  and 
to  appeafe,  for  a  time  at  leaft,  by 
the  booty  obtained  by  an  unforefeen 
attack,  the  murmurs  of  the  Englilh 
nation? 

It  was  foon  after  learned,  that 
•  U  3  the 
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the  fquadrons  and  armed  veffels  of 
England  captured,  tty  virtue  of  or¬ 
ders  already  furnifhed,  the  Dutch 
veffels  they  fell  in  with  beyond  feas, 
without  the  fmalleft  fufpicion  on  our 
fide,  and  againft  the  faith  of  treaties. 
We  learned  the  cruel  manner  in 
which  the  ifland  of  St.  EuiTatia  was 
devaftated,  by  feirung  on  the  poffef- 
fions  of  the  merchants,  which,  when 
collected,  formed  treafures ;  while 
richly  laden  veffels  returning  from 
the  ocean,  were  furprifed  unawares 
in  the  channel  by  fmall  vtffels, 
which  readily  made  them  their 
prey.  By  fuch  vile  means,  unwor¬ 
thy  of  a  generous  nation,  did  the 
Britifh  minifters  diflronour  the  flag 
of  their  king;  for  can  it  be  eonli- 
dered  in  any  other  point  of  view, 
than  that  of  acting,  under  the  royal 
flag,  the  part  of  pirates  ? 

The  Batavian  republic  was  at 
length,  after  fo  many  Ioffes,  forced 
to  provide  for  her  defence,  to  main¬ 
tain  her  rights  and  independence 
by  the  dint  of  arms,  and  to  protect 
ber  commerce  and  her  poffeffions. 
Ah !  If  fhe  could  then  have  com¬ 
bated  under  the  banners  of  liberty, 
how  would  the  Englifh  miniftrv 
have  repented  of  its  rafhnefs  and 
perfidy!  But  the  Englifh  cabinet 
knew  all  its  influence  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  It  was  aware  that  it  could 
iucceed  in  (hackling  within  the  re¬ 
public  the  preparations  of  war :  it 
was  certain  of  finding  in  Holland 
partizans  who  would  contrive  to  put 
into  its  poffeffion  our  flnps  of  war, 
and  who  would  find  the  means  to 
prevent  the  difplay  of  all  our 
flrength.  The  event  loon  proved 
that  the  Englifh  minifters  were  not 
miftaken.  They  mocked  our  feeble 
efforts,  which,  even  before  they 
were  carried  into  effect,  were  para¬ 
lysed  in  their  outfet  by  the  ad¬ 


herents  they  had  in  this  country. 
Thefe  adherents  fupplied  them  with 
intelligence  of  all  that  was  concert¬ 
ing  here.  Supported  by  the  itadt- 
holderian  influence,  they  even  con¬ 
trived  to  render  nugatory  the  orders 
given  by  their  high  mightineffes  for 
the  junction  of  the  Batavian  fqua- 
dron  with  the  French  fleet.  It  was 
eafy  for  the  Englifh  miniifry,  after 
fuch  treafons,  to  obtain  fucceffes  in 
that  war.  And  this  is  what  they 
call  glory !  But  when  a  particular 
occalion  prefented  itfelf — when  a 
fleet  belonging  to  the  Hates  acci- 
dentally  met  with  an  opportunity  to 
difplay  its  courage  and  its  valour, 
the  Batavian  mariners,  although 
novices  in  fighting,  proved  that 
they  had  not  degenerated  from  the 
bravery  of  their  anceftors.  They 
drove  the  Englifh  fleet,  covered  with 
confufion  and  lhame,  into  i  ts  own  port, 
without  having  loft  one  of  the  mer¬ 
chant  veffels  they  had  under  convoy. 

A  war  carried  on  in  fuch  a  way 
neceffarily  terminated  in  a  treaty  of 
peace  burthenfome  to  the  States. 
Inftead  of  being  indemnified  for  the 
incalculable  Ioffes  they  had  fultained 
in  their  commerce,  they  conildered 
themfelves  as  fortunate  to  be  end 
aided  by  the  fpeedy  afiiftance  of  tbeji 
French  forces,  which  checked  the 
Englifh  in  the  two  Indies,  to  fave  a 
part  of  their  poffeffions;  while  they 
found  themfelves  obliged  to  yield  to 
the  enemy  the  important  faclory  ol 
Negapatnam  on  the  coaft  of  Coro¬ 
mandel  ;  and  to  allow  to  Britifh 
veffels  the  free  navigation  of  the 
coafts  of  the  Molucca  iflands,  not- 
withftanding  it  might  liave  been 
forefeen  that  the  navigation  of  the 
Englifh  in  thole  feas  would  tend  to  no- 
thing  lefs  than  the  complete  deftruc- 
tion  of  our  trade  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 

We  (hall  not  enter  into  details 
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concerning  what  palled  in  the  fe- 
quel,  when  the  Batavian  nation,  fee¬ 
ing  how  much  its  interefts  were 
eonftantly  every  where  lacrificed  to 
tlioie  of  its  ancient  rival,  even  by 
the  perlons  appointed  to  defend  its 
rights,  meditated  a  fundamental  re¬ 
generation  in  the  form  of  the  go¬ 
vernment.  We  lhall  not  retrace 
how  England,  knowing  that  the 
limitation  of  the  fcandalous  ufur- 
pation  of  power  and  influence, 
on  the  part  of  the  ftadtholder, 
would  alio  diminifh  its  influence  in 
this  republic.  I  low,  we  fay,  the 
Britifli  rniniltry,  far  from  interced¬ 
ing  for  the  Batavian  nation,  or 
coming  to  its  fuccour,  when  legions 
of  foreign  troops  feized  on  thel'e 
countries,  committing  the  moft  atro¬ 
cious  diforders,  pillages,  and  vio¬ 
lences,  confidered,  on  the  contrary, 
this  devatlation  and  this  opprellion 
with  a  malignant-  fa tisfaction ;  and 
concurred,  when  t)ie  mifchief  was 
completed,  in  guaranteeing,  in  a 
folemn  manner,  the  fyftem  of  ty¬ 
ranny  which  refulted  from  it. 

When  the  French  nation,  wearied 
with  the  infupportable  tyranny  of 
kings,  Ihook  off  its  yoke,  and  formed 
ilfelf  into  an  independent  republic, 
the  Britifli  mimfters  thought  that 
they  could  not  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity  to  difmember  a  part  of  that 
line  empire.  They  accordingly 
united  in  the  treaty  concluded  gt 
Pilnitz,  on  the  27th  of  Auguft,  1 79.1, 
by  the  princes  of  Germany.  ri  he 
French  republic,  well  knowing  that 
that  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Netherlands  would  be  conftrained 
by  England  to  take  a  part  in  this 
plot  againft  its  liberty,  declared  war 
againft  the  Britifli  minifters,  as  well 
as  againft  their  fubject  William  V. 
ftadtholder  of  the  Seven  United 
Provinces,  and  ins  partizans. —  It  is 
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thus  that  the  Batavian  nation  was 
once  more  drawn,  againft:  its  will, 
into  this  bloody  war  by  its  depen¬ 
dence  on  thole  fame  minifters :  its 
treaiures  were  lavilhed,  and  its  arle- 
nals  nearly  emptied,  to  aid  the  ex¬ 
travagant  plans  of  Pitt  and  his 
cabal.  Auxiliary  Englilh  troops 
were  lent  to  this  republic.;  and  when 
a  defeat,  fultained  near  the  Meufe 
by  a  part  ol  the  French  army,  had 
procured  a  momentary  advantage, 
the  army  of  the  States  was  forced 
to  pul's  the  limits  of  our  frontiers, 
and  thole  ol  France,  and  to  wage 
an  oft’enfive  war  on  the  French  ter¬ 
ritory.  Soon,  however,  the  victo¬ 
rious  French  repulfed  their  enemies 
on  all  tides ;  and  from  day  to  day 
the  armies  of  England  and  the 
States  retrograded  towards  our  fron¬ 
tiers.  The  republic  found  itfelf  on 
the  brink  ol  its  ruin ;  lince  ap¬ 
pearances  pointed  out,  that  the 
theatre  of  war  would  be  removed 
to  the  very  heart  of  its  provinces, 
and  all  the  country  inundated. 
Never  were  the  States  in  fo  critical 
a  poiitiou  lince  the  war  with  Spain; 
hut  this  danger  brought  about  their 
deliverance :  Providence  defeated 
the  perfidious  plans  of  its  enemies, 
who  were  delirous  rather  that  the 
republic  Ihould  be  deftroyed  than 
that  it  Ihould  be  free.  When  the 
frolt  permitted  the  crofting  of  the 
rivers,  the  valorous  French  troops 
drove  heff.f e  them  the  Englilh  hands 
with  fo  much  fpeed,  that  the  latter 
had  not  time  to  efletff  their  infernal 
delign;  they  fled,  hut  their  road 
was  traced  by  fire  and  pillage.  Tt 
was  nothing  but  their  ipeedy  and 
precipitate  retreat  that  preferved 
the  republic  from  a  total  devalua¬ 
tion.  We  fooruwitnefled  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  fperitaele  which  the  citi¬ 
zens  prefented  on  all  ikies,  holding 
*  U  4  oat 
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out  their  arms  to  their  conquerors 
as  to  their  only  deliverers.  We 
law  the  allied  troops  fack  and  plun¬ 
der,  and  thofe  who  were  called  our 
enemies  refpeft  public  and  private 
properties. 

It  was  thus  that  the  Netherlands 
were  delivered  from  their  mod  dan¬ 
gerous  enemies.  The  ftadtholder 
abandoned,  in  a  daftardly  way,  his 
country  and  his  friends,  and  fought 
an  afyium  at  the  court  of  the  king 
of  England,  The  ftandard  of  liberty 
■was  planted  in  all  places,  while  the 
Trench  republic  declared  the  Bata¬ 
vian  nation  free,  and  re-edabliflied 
It  in  its  primitive  rights. 

The  Britifli  miniders,  enraged  at 
feeing  this  republic  ftill  exift  with¬ 
out  being  in  their  hands,  attempted 
at  lead  to  deftroy  it  another  way, 
by  totally  undermining  its  extenfive 
commerce.  Upwards  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  lhips,  the  greater  part  richly 
laden,  which  either  through  foul 
winds,  or  as  a  meafure  of  precau¬ 
tion,  had  fought  fhelter  in  Britiih 
ports,  as  well  as  leveral  Dutch  lhips 
of  war,  were  laid  under  embargo,  as 
if  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  French.  Their 
high  mightinefies,  it  is  true,  lent 
commillioners  to  London  to  claim 
them,  demondrating  by  the  mod 
folid  proofs,  that  the  Batavian  re¬ 
public  was  no  longer  under  the  do¬ 
minion  ot  France,  fince  the  lolemn 
declaration  of  its  independence,  and 
that  England  ought  to  conduct  itfelf 
towards  the  Batavian  nation,  as  to¬ 
wards  a  free  people ;  they  added, 
that  the  Dutch  merchants  would 
tiot  rifque  the  entry  of  their  vefiels 
into  the  ports  of  the  republic,  if  it 
was  tor  no  other  purpofe  than  to 
furrender  them  to  the  French.  The 
Biitifh  miniders  had,  however,  al¬ 
ready  made  up  their  minds  to  ap¬ 


propriate  this  booty  to  themfelves ; 
and  to  augment  it,  they  diffeminated 
on  all  ddes  falfe  rumours  touching 
the  dtuation  of  affairs  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  to  the  end  that  they  might,  in 
the  fame  way,  allure  into  their 
ports  the  merchant  vefiels  belonging 
to  the  republic,  which  were  ftill  at 
lea.  They  have  lince  entirely  vio¬ 
lated  the  rights  of  nations;  and  all 
the  Dutch  vefiels,  to  which  his  ma- 
jedy  the  king  of  Great  Britain  had 
granted  his  high  protection,  were, 
in  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Breda, 
perfidioully  declared  lawful  captures. 

But  what  puts  the  leal  to  the 
aCts  of  hodility  and  bad  faith  which 
the  prefent  Britidi  miniders  have 
exercifed  againft  this  republic,  is  the 
treacherous  mode  in  which  they 
have  endeavoured  to  make  them* 
felves  maders  of  her  colonies.  For 
this  purpofe  they  fent  letters,  figned 
by  the  prince  ot  Orange,  and  dated 
at  Kew,  the  7th  of  Feb.  1795,  to 
feveral  of  the  colonies  of  the  re¬ 
public  of  the  Netherlands  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  and  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  In  thefe  letters,  this 
perfidious  and  ci-devant  minider  and 
commander  in  chief  of  thefe  dates, 
after  having  abandoned  all  his  pods, 
ordered,  on  his  individual  authority, f 
the  refpeCtive  governors  to  put  the 
colonies  ol  I  he  States  under  the 
protection  of  the  Britiih  arms;  that 
is  to  fay,  in  the  artful  and  cuftomary 
language  of  the  Englilh  minidry,  to 
furrender  them  to  England.  Not* 
withdanding  this  felonious  dratagem 
has  failed  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
colonies,  through  the  fidelity  of 
their  governors,  it  was  impofiible  to 
prevent  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Englilh  ;  and  feveral  important  pof-  , 
feffions  of  thefe  States,  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  have  (hared  the  fame  fate. 

"While 
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While  all  this  was  taking  place, 
the  Britifli  miniftry  conceived  the 
plan  of  attacking  alfo  by  land  this 
free  republic,  and  of  employing  for 
that  purpofe  Ihofe  foldiers,  who 
being  more  attached  to  the  prince  of 
Orange  than  to  their  country,  emi¬ 
grated  on  the  flattering  promifes  of 
England. — The  fugitives  were  not 
only  well  received  in  the  States  of 
his  Britannic  majefty  in  Germany, 
but  were  even  kept  in  the  pay  of 
England;  and  if  the  defertion  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  army  of  the  re¬ 
public  could  have  been  brought 
about,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they 
would  have  been  lecl  againft  their 
country  under  Englifh  commanders, 
for  the  purpofe  of  renewing  here,  if 
the  fait  were  poflible,  the  fcenes  of 
1787:  of  kindling  up,  as  in  La 
Vendee,  a  difaftrous  civil  war,  and  of 
thus  destroying  the  Batavian  repub¬ 
lic  bv  inteftine  commotions. 

Is  it  therefore  furprifing  that  the 
Batavian  nation,  now  free,  feeks  to 
reinforce  itfelf  againft  fuch  unprece¬ 
dented  and  numerous  outrages,  by 
an  intimate  alliance  with  a  republic 
which  fnatched  it  from  the  gripe 
of  its  enemies?  A  treaty  of  peace 
and  alliance  was  accordingly  con¬ 
cluded  at  the  Hague,  on  the  16th 
of  May,  1795,  between  the  two  free 
republics  of  France  and  Holland. 
The  treaty  of  mutual  defence  by 
which  the  independent  Batavian 
nation,  lupported  by  a  powerful 
neighbour,  and  unfhaken  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  foreign  minifter,  will  be 
put  into  a  condition  to  employ  for 
the  future  its  forces  againft  its  ag- 
grefiors,  and  of  paying  them  in  their 
own  coin,  has  alfo  been  cemented. 

His  majefty,  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  after  fo  many  hod ili ties 
have  been  exercifed,  was  at  length 
pleafed  to  proclaim,  on  the  19th  of 
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September,  1795,  by  his  council  of 
ftate,  a  manifefto  of  war  againft  the 
republic,  but  in  which  no  ground  of 
complaint  was  alledged.  His  ma¬ 
jefty,  it  is  true,  fays  in  this  mani¬ 
fefto,  “  that  for  fome  time  diyers 
“  acts  of  outrage,  contrary  to  the. 
“  honour  of  bis  majefty’s  crown, 
“  and  of  the  legitimate  rights  of  his 
“  fubjedts,  had  been  committed  in 
“  the  United  Provinces,  and  that 
“  the  fhips  of  war  which  failed  from 
“  the  ports  of  the  United  Provinces, 
“  had  received  orders  to  take  and 
“  link  all  Britifli  veflels.”  The  acts 
contrary  to  the  honour  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty ’s  crown  which  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  Netherlands,  are  the 
acts  of  liis  majefty’s  own  troops, 
and  the  Englifh  nation  will,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  l'ooner  or  later,  punifli 
their  authors ;  and  with  refpedt  to 
the  orders  given  to  the'  lhips  of  war 
of  the  republic,  to  repel  violence  by 
violence,  has  not  the  independent  re¬ 
public,  fo  cruelly  treated,  a  right  of 
refiftance?  bis  majefty  had  forgotten 
that  the  Netherlands  were  no  longer 

O 

under  the  ftadtholderian  yoke  ;  and 
that  his  majefty’s  minifters  had  loft 
for  ever,  as  we  truft,  for  the  fafety 
of  the  country,  all  influence  over 
the  independent  Batavian  republic. 

It  is  therefore  with  a  perfect  con¬ 
fidence  in  that  love  of  the  country, 
in  that  energy,  and  in  that  courage 
with  which  liberty  alone  can  infpire 
a  nation,  for  a  long  time  infulted 
and  oppreffed,  that  the  independent 
Batavian  nation  folemnly  declares 
in  the  face  of  Europe,  through  the, 
organ  of  its  legitimate  reprefenta- 
tives,  that,  obliged  to  defend  itlelf 
againft  the  ads  of  perfidy  and  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  neighbouring  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  it  will  repel  every 
a<ft  of  aggrellion  on  its  liberty,  its 
independence,  its  rights,  and  its  le¬ 
gitimate 
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gitimate  pofl’effions ;  and  that  it  will 
put  in  execution,  all  pollibie  means 
to  receive  fatisfaction  and  indem¬ 
nity  for  the  incalculable  lofles  it 
has  fultained  through  a  perfidious 
&lly: — in  the  firm  hope  that  Di¬ 
vine  Providence,  who  has  io  mira- 
culoully  preierved  this  country  from 
a  total  ruin,  will  bids  its  arms,  and 
will  not  allow  violence  and  oppref- 
fiion  ever  to  fix  their  fatal  abode  on 
its  free  territory. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  May  2,  1796, 
fecond  year  oi  Batavian  free¬ 
dom. 


Manffto  of  Spain  agaiiji  Great 
Britain. 

Madrid ,  October  1 1. 

HIS  Majefly  has  tranfmitted  to 
all  his  councils  a  decree  ol  the  fol¬ 
lowing  tenor : 

One  of  the  principal  motives  that 
determined  me  to  make  peace  with 
the  French  republic,  as  loop  as  its 
government  had  begun  to  aflame  a 
regular  and  liable  form,  was  the 
manner  in  which  England  behaved 
to  me  during  the  whole  of  tire  war, 
and  the  juft  miltruft  which  I  ought 
to  feel  for  the  future  from  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  her  bad  faith,  which 
began  to  be  manifefted  at  the  moil 
critical  moment  of  the  firft  cam¬ 
paign  ;  in  the  manner  with  which 
Admiral  Hood  treated  my  fquadron 
at  Toulon,  where  lie  was  employed 
folely  in  ruining  all  that  he  could  not 
carry  away  himfe.lf :  and  afterwards 
in  the  expedition  which  he  under¬ 
took  again  ft  the  ifiand  of  Corfica — • 
an  expedition  which  lie  undertook 
without  the  knowledge,  and  which 
he  concealed  with  the  greateft  care 
from  Don  Juan  del  Langara,  while 
they  were  together  at  Toulon. 


This  fame  bad  faith  the  Englifh 
minilter  has  luffered  clearly  to  ap¬ 
pear  by  his  filence  upon  the  fubjedl 
of  all  his  negotiations  with  other 
powers,  particularly  in  the  treaty 
concluded  on  the  19th  November, 
1794,  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  without  any  regard  to  my 
rights,  which  were  wep.  known  to 
him.  I  remarked  it  again  in  his 
repugnance  to  the  adoption  of  my 
plans  and  ideas  which  might  acce¬ 
lerate  the  termination  of  the  war, 
and  in  the  vague  reply  which  lord 
Grenville  gave  to  my  ambafikdor,- 
the  marquis  del  Campo,  when  he 
demanded  fuccours.  of  him  to  con¬ 
tinue  it.  He  completely  confirmed 
me  in  the  certainty  of  Jus  bad  faith, 
by  the  injuftice  with  which  he  ap¬ 
propriated  the  rich  cargo  of  the 
Spanifh  fhip  le  St.  Jago,  or  l’Achille, 
at  firlt  taken  by  tire  French,  and 
afterwards  retaken  by  the  Englifh 
fquadron,  and  which  ought  to  have 
been  reftored  to  me  according  to  the 
convention  made  between  my  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  and  lord  St.  Helens, 
ambaUkdor  from  his  Britannic  ma- 
jeffy  ;  afterwards  by  the  detention? 
of  all  the  ammunition  which  arrived 
in  the  Dutch  fliips  for  the  fupply  of 
my  lquadrons,  by  affecting  always 
different  difficulties  to  put  off  the 
reflitution  of  them.  Finally,  I  could 
no  longer  entertain  a  doubt  of  the 
bad  faith  of  England  when  I  learnt 
the  frequent  landing  from  her  fhipfl 
upon  the  coafts  of  Chili,  in  order  to 
carry  on  a  contraband  trade,  and 
to  reconnoitre  the  fhore  under  the 
pretence  of  fifhing  for  whales,  a  pri¬ 
vilege  which  flie  pretended  to  have 
granted  her  by  the  convention  of 
Nootka.  Such  were  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Britifli  minilter  to  ce¬ 
ment  the  ties  of  friendfiiip  and  re¬ 
ciprocal  confidence,  which  he  had 

engaged 
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engaged  to  maintain  according  to 
our  convention  of  the  25th  May, 
1793- 

Since  I  have  made  peace  with  the 
French  republic,  not  only  have  I 
had  Monger  motives  for  fuppoling 
an  intention  on  the  part  of  England 
to  attack  my  poflethons  in  America, 
hut  1  have  alio  received  direct  in- 
fults,  which  perfuade  me  that  the 
Englilb  mimfter  wifhes  to  oblige  me 
to  adopt  a  part  contrary  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  humanity,  torn  by  the 
bloody  war  which,  ravages  Europe, 
for  the  termination  of  which  I  have 
not  ceal'ed  to  oiler  my  good  offices, 
and  to  teftify  my  conllant  foliei  tilde. 

In  fact,  England  has  developed 
her  intentions,  has  clearly  evinced 
her  project  of  getting  poileffion  ot 
my  territories,  by  fending  to  the 
Antilles  a  c.onliderable  force,  and 
particularly  deftined  againft  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  as  the  proclamations  of  her 
general  in  that  ifland  clearly  de- 
monftrate.  She  has  alio  made 
known  her  intentions  by  the  elta- 
bliihments  which  her  commercial 
companies  liave  formed  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Milieu ri,  in  South 
America,  with  a  defign  of  penetrat¬ 
ing  through  thofe  countries  to  the 
South  Sea.  Finally,  by  the  con- 
quelt  which  die  has  made  ot  the 
colony  of  Demerary,  belonging  to 
the  Dutch,  and  whole  advantageous 
pofition  puts  her  in  a  condition  to 
get  pofi'effion  of  polls  (till  more  im¬ 
portant. 

But  there  can  no  longer  remain 
any  doubt  of  the  holtile  nature  of 
thefe  projects,  when  L  conlider  the 
frequent  inlul ts  to  my  flag,  the  ads 
of  violence  committed  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  by  her  frigates,  which 
have  -carried  away  foldiers  coming 
from  Genoa  to  Barcelona,  on  board 
Spanifii  Mips,  to  complete  my  ar¬ 
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mies;  the  piracies  and  vexations 
which  the  Corfican  and  Anglo-Cor- 
fican  corlairs,  protected  by  the  En- 
glifh  government  of  that  illand,  ex- 
ercife  againft  the  Spanilh  trade  iri 
the  Mediterranean,  and  even  upon 
the  coalts  of  Catalonia,  and  the  de¬ 
tention  of  dillerent  , Spanilh  lliips, 
laden  with  Spanilh  property,  and 
carried  to  England,  under  the  molt 
frivolous  pretences;  and  efp'ecially 
the  rich  cargo  of  the  Spanilh  Ihip 
the  Minerva,  on  which  an  embargo 
was  laid  in  the  molt  infill  ting  man¬ 
ner  to  my  flag,  and  the  removal  of 
which  could  not  be  obtained,  though 
it  was  d e in onft rated  before  the  com¬ 
petent  tribunals  that  this  rich  cargo 
was  Spanilh  property. 

The  attack  committed  upon  rny 
ambaflador,  Don  Simon  de  las  Cafas, 
by  a  tribunal  of  London,  which  de¬ 
creed  Ids  arreft,  founded  upon  the 
demand  of  a  very  frnall  linn,  which 
was  claimed  by  the  undertaker  of 
an  embarkation.  Finally,  the  Spa¬ 
nilh  territory  h  is  been  violated  in 
an  intolerable  manner,  upon  the 
coafts  of'Gallicia  and  Alicant  by 
the  Engliln  lliips  the  Cameleon  and 
the  Kangaroo.  Moreover,  captain 
George  Vaughan,  commodore  of  the 
Alarm,  behaved  in  a  manner  equallv 
infoient  and  feand.-dous  in  the  ifland 
of  Trinadad,  where  he  landed  with 
drums  beating  and  flags  Hying,  to 
attack  the  French,  and  to  avenge 
"the  injuries  which  he  pretended  to 
have  received,  diflurbing,  bv  the 

s  V  ^ 

violation  of  the  rights  of  mv  fove- 
reignty,  the  tranquillity  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  illand. 

By  all  thefe  iniults,  equally  deep 
and  unparalleled,  that  nation  has 
proved  to  the  univerfe,  that  the  re¬ 
cognizes  no  other  laws  than  the  ag- 
grandifeioent  of  her  commerce;  and 
by  her  delpotifm,  which  has  ex- 

haufted 
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haufted  my  patience  and  moderation, 
fhe  has  forced  me,  as  well  to  fup- 
port  the  honour  of  my  crown,  as  to 
protect  my  people  againft  her  at¬ 
tacks,  to  declare  war  againft  the 
king  of  England,  bis  kingdom  and 
vaflals,  and  to  give  orders  to  take 
the  neeeft'ary  meafures  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  my  domains  and  my  fub- 
jects,  and  to  repulfe  the  enemy. 

Signed  by  the  King,  and  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Council  of  War. 

Done  at  the  palace  of  St.  Lau¬ 
rence,  October  5,  1796. 

On  Saturday,  the  8th  of  October, 
war  was  proclaimed  at  Madrid  in 
the  ufual  form. 


Proclamation  of  the  Queen  of  Por¬ 
tugal  for  making  Lilbon  a  free 
Port. 

Donna  Maria,  by  the  Grace  of  Gad, 
Queen  of  Portugal  and  the  Al- 
garves,  Sec.  See. 

BE  it  known  to  all  to  whom  this 
law  fhall  come,  that  taking  into  my 
royal  confideration  the  many  and 
very  important  advantages  which 
would  neceiTariiy  relult  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  fubjecls  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms  and  their  dominions,  by  the 
€  l  tab  I  i  film  ant  of  a  free  port;  and 
well  aware  that  the  port  of  Lifbon, 
from  its  fituation,  fecurity,  and  faci¬ 
lity  and  navigation  with  the  ocean, 
is  preferable  to  thole  of  otiier  na¬ 
tions  which  have  adopted  limilar 
eitablifhments;  conforming  myfelf 
to  the  opinion  of  my  royal  board 
of  commerce,  agriculture,  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  navigation,  of  tlrofe  king¬ 
doms  and  their  dominions,  and  of 
others  of  my  council,  very  learned 
and  zealous  fo t  the  good  of  my  roval 
fervice,  and  of  the  public  utility— 


It  is  my  will,  and  I  am  pleafed  to 
create  and  eftablifh,  at  Junquiera, 
joining  to  the  city  of  Lifbon,  a  free 
port,  to  take  entire  and  due  effe<ft 
from  the  firft  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  next  euluing  of  1797,  having 
dettined  for  its  exercife  atid  the  de¬ 
pofit,  the  houfes  and  warehoufes  of 
Port  St.  John,  with  the  ground 
adjoining,  whereon  to  build  the 
further  necefiary  accommodations, 
there  to  receive  and  depofit  all  goods 
and  merchandize,  of  whatever  qua¬ 
lity  or  kind  they  may  be,  as  well 
for  foreign  countries,  (except  for  the 
prefent  fugar  and  tobacco)  as  from 
national  ports  fituate  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  the  pur- 
pol'e,  at  the  option  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  the  laid  goods,  of  difpoling  of 
them  for  the  internal  confumption 
of  the  kingdom,  provided  they  are 
entitled  to  lawful  entry,  and  on 
paying  the  cuftomary  duties,  at  the 
refpeCtive  cuflom-houfes ;  or  to  be 
exported  to  foreign  ports,  or  national 
ones  beyond  the  laid  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  on  paying  only  towards  the 
benefit  of  my  royal  revenue,  for 
protection  and  depofit,  the  duty  of 
1  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  their 
value,  calculated  on  the  invoice  to 
he  produced  by  the  captains  of  the 
vefi'ek,  or  their  confignees,  by  them 
figned  and  certified  on  oath  ;  the 
liberty  of  franquin  It  ill,  however,  to 
remain  as  heretofore,  for  all  veffels 
that  fhall  require  it,  according  to 
the  rules  as  efiablifhed  by  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe  of  this  city;  fupprelfing 
all  other  duties,  and  revoking  all 
and  whatever  difpofitions  that  may 
oppofe  or  infringe  on  the  liberty 
and  freedom,  which  are  to  confti- 
tute  the  advantages  of  the  eftablilli- 
ment. 

Further  to  animate  and  promote 
in  thin  capital,  a  concurrence  and 

abundancs 
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abundance  of  articles  of  the  firft 
neceflity,  I  am  pleafed  to  declare, 
that  all  qualities  of  grain,  meat, 
and  food,  which  are  free  from 
paying  duties  inward,  (hall  not 
only  enjoy  the  free  liberty  of  ex¬ 
portation,  but  (hall  be  alfo  free 
from  payment  of  the  aforefaid  con¬ 
tribution  impofed  on  other  goods, 
and  continue  to  be  received  and 
difpatched  through  the  fame  de¬ 
partments  as  heretofore. 

In  cafe  it  (hould  happen  that  the 
crown  of  Portugal  (hould  enter  into 
war  (which  God  forbid)  with  any 
power  wliofe  fubjects  might  be 
interefted  in  goods  in  the  free 
port,  in  which  condition  it  is  to 
be  underftood  the  aforefaid  grain, 
meat  and  food,  are  included,  no 
arreft,  embargo,  lequeftration,  or 
reprifal,  fha.ll  on  that  account  be 
made  thereon;  but  on  the  contrary, 
they  (hall  remain  in  the  utmoft 
freedom  and  (ecurity,  as  if  each 
individual  had  them  placed  in  his 
own'  houfe,  to  difpofe  of  them  as 
be  may  judge  moft  fulled  to  his 
iiiterelt. 

The  admiuiftration  of  the  afore- 

*  /  * 

faid  free  port  (hall  be  conftituted 
under  the  fuperintendance  of  a 
general  comptroller,  with  the  ne- 
cellary  officers  under  him  that  I 
may  be  pleafed  to  appoint;  and 
il  is  my  will  to  order,  that  he  (hall 
be  independent  of  all  and  every 
jurifdidtion,  and  only  fubordinate 
to  the  tribunal  of  the  royal  boaid 
of  commerce,  through  which  will 
be  forwarded  the  '  necefiary  orders 
to  meet  occurring  circumftances, 
oncl  bring  up  to  my  royal  prefence 
all  reprefentutions  tending  to  u.ain- 
tain,  and  preferve  inviolate,  the 
good  faith  of  this  eftablilhment,  in 
doe  conformity  to  the  particular 
regulations  which  I  have  ordered 
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to  be  formed  for  the  government  of 
the  aforefaid  administration,  and 
officers  employed  in  conducting  it; 
and  alio  to  ferve  as  a  guidance  to 
all  captains  of  (flips  and  their  con- 
fignees,  for  their  conduct  on  the 
entry  and  (hipping  of  all  goods- 
claiming  the  benefit  of  this  mfti- 
tution. 

Dated  at  the  palace  of  Quel  us  7 
May  13,  1796. 


Copy  of  the  Letter  Cent  by  the  King 
of  Naples  to  the  Mary uis  del 
Vafto,  u'ho,  after  the  receipt  of  it, 
fet  out  for  Rome  as  AmbaJJ'ador 
Extraordinary,  and  concluded 
there  the  ofenfive  and  defenjive 
Treaty  between  Naples  and  the 
Pope. 

II1S  holinefs  acquaints  me,  by 
letter,  of  bis  determination  to  rejedt 
the  unjuft  and  execrable  conditions 
of  the  Trench,  on  which  account  he 
demands  of  me,  though  rather  late, 
fpeedy  fuccour.  Notwithftanding 
this  is  againft  my  original  plan,  f 
lielitate  not  a  moment  to  grant  it  to 
him,  as  it  concerns  our  holy  religion, 
to  which  I  have  conftantly  been 
devoted.  As  Ids  holinefs  demands 
of  me,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fend 
fome  perfon  with  whom  he  may 
confult  on  our  common  affairs,  f 
have  appointed  you,  the  marquis 
del  Valio,  for  this  purpofe.  Depart 
immediately,  and  have  at  heart  the. 
honour  of  God  and  the  holy  church, 
the  good  of  the  ltate,  and  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  my  fubjects,  who  d  uiy 
give  irelh  proofs  of  their  attach¬ 
ment  and  fidelity  to  me. 

Done  in  the  camp  of 
St.  Germane. 

id; it ih nan  do  Rex. 
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Proclamation  of  the  King  of  Naples. 

THE  long  war  which  ftill  defo¬ 
lates  Europe,  which  afflicts  fo  many 
nations,  and  colls  l'o  much  blood, 
and  fo  many  tears,  is  not  a  mere 
political  conteft,  but  a  religious 
Var.  Our  enemies  are  the  foes  of 
chrillianity ;  not  content  with  de~ 
Uroying  it  in  the  brealls  of  their 
own  nation,  they  would  alfo  banilh 
it  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe, 
and  replace  it  by  atheifm,  or  enthu- 
lialtic  idolatry.  Religion  openly 
Reprobates  their  projects.  They 
aim  at  the  overthrow  of  all  princely 
government :  and  to  attain  this, 
they  difturb  the  peace  of  nations, 
ftimulate  them  to  revolt  againft 
their  lawful  lbvereigns,  plunge  them 
into  the  molt  dreadful  anarchy,  and 
link  them  in  an  abyfs  of  confufion 
and  mifery.  Belgium,  Holland,  and 
fo  many  German  and  Italian  pro¬ 
vinces  have  become  the  wretched 
■victims  of  their  feduction,  and  third; 
for  plunder.  Thofe  unfortunate 
countries  groan  and  lament,  but  in 
vain,  under  the  vain  defpotifm  of 
their  oppretTors,  while  the  calls  of 
juftice  and  humanity  are  unattended 
to.  It  was  neceifary  that  religion, 
the  moll  powerful  obftacle  of  their 
horrid  projects,  lliould  be  removed 
and  deftroved,  in  order  that  this 

.V 

fence  being  once  broken  down,  all 
laws,  both  divine  and  human, 
might  be  violated  without  fhame 
or  refer vc. 

Religion,  whilft  it  informs  us  of 
our  duties,  ought  alfo  to  infpire  us 
with  courage.  The  religious  citi- 
£en  well  knows  that  he  was  born 
for  hitnfelf  and  for  others;  that  at 
the  moment  of  his  birth  he  con¬ 
trails  the  obligation  to  .love  his 
native  land,  to  protect  it  in  times 
of  did  refs,  and  even  to  hazard  his 
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life  in  the  defence  of  the  country 
where  he  repofes  in  fafety,  and 
finds  a  livelihood  for  himfelf  and 
his  family ;  efpecially  when  that 
country  is  invaded  by  an  enemy, 
who  fpares  neither  law  nor  proper¬ 
ty,  neither  life  nor  religion;  who, 
wherever  he  makes  his  appearance, 
infults,  profanes,  and  deftroys  the 
churches,  breaks  down  the  altars, 
perfecutes  the  priefts,  and  tramples 
under  foot  the  mod  facred  emblems 
of  the  church  of  Chrift.  It  is  im- 
poftible  that  a  citizen,  devoted  to 
the  caufe  of  religion,  fhould  remain 
unconcerned  at  the  dangers  which 
threaten  his  country;  prompted  by 
the  impulfe  of  his  confcience,  and  a 
proper  fenfe  of  his  own  welfare,  he 
will  haften  to  its  defence,  join  the! 
military  force,  and  co-operate  in  a 
vigorous  refinance ;  he  will  place 
his  confidence  in  the  God  of  Hofts, 
who  often  flrikes  an  unexpected 
blow,  and  difperfes  his  enemies  like 
chaff  before  the  wind. 

I  myfelf  will  let  you  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  zeal  and  courage;  I  will  put 
myfelf  at  the  head  of  my  dearly; 
beloved  fubjedls,  affembled  for  the 
defence  of  their  country;  fully  re¬ 
lying  on  the  protection  of  the  King* 
of  Kings,  and  the  Lord  of  Lords, 
who  guides  the  counfels  of  princes, 
and  enlightens  their  minds,  if  with 
fifteen ty  they  implore  his  holy 
name.  Yet  at  the  fame  time  I 
fhall  neglect  no  proper  moans  for 
procuring  peace  and  tranquillity  to 
the  people  whom  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  has  entrufted  to  my  care. 
But  in  order  to  obtain  this  end,  vve 
ought  not  to  neglect  the  neceifary 
precautions,  that  we  may  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  every  event.  Negotia¬ 
tions  for  peace  lhall  occafionally 
be  fet  on  foot,  but  they  mult  be  | 
carried  on  with  arms  in  our  hands, ! 

that! 
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hat  we  may  not  be  obliged  to  fub- 
nit  to  definitive  and  difgraceful 
onditions,  which  this  enemy,  fo 
ipt  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  weaknefs 
if  his  adverfaries,  might  choofe  to 
[rebate.  For  this  purpofe  lend  me 
our  afiifiance,  ye  prelates  of  the 
ealm,  ye  who  are  the  depoiitaries 
nd  firfi  defender's  of  our  holy  re- 
igion;  and  fupport  my  exertions 
nth  a  zeal  worthy  of  your  apofiolic 
aiflion.  Summon  the  inhabitants 
f  your  diocefes  to  join  me  and  mv 
roops,  to  repel  the  enemy,  if  lie 
lould  dare  to  approach  our  fron- 
lers.  Explain  to  them  thejufiice 
nd  importance  of  our  caufe,  and 
on vince  them  that  it  is  their  bouu- 
en  duty  to  concur  in  its  defence. 
<et  the  voice  of  the  church  he 
eard  through  her  mini  tiers ;  and 
lvite  her  children  to  fupport  the 
aufe  of  God,  and  to  offer  up  pray- 
rs  to  him,  that,  in  his  mercy,  lie 
lay  grant  us  either  a  jufi  peace,  or 
glorious  triumph. 

(Signed)  Ferdinand. 

Japlcs,  May  i£,  1796'. 


'difi  of  his  Majejhj  the  King  of 
;  Naples  and  the  two  Sicilies,  ad~ 
drtjj'ed  to  his  Subjects. 

We„ .  Ferdinand  IV.  bv  the 
grace  of  God,  See.  &c, 
SINCE  the  time  when  peace  was 
iterrupted  in  Europe,  we  redou- 
led  our  care  to  preferve  the  public 
anquillity,  and  to  put  the  fiute  in 
late  condition  of  defence.  We 
pic,  therefore,  difpofed  to  aug- 
‘pnt  our  land  and  lea  forces,  and 
1  raife  a  confiderable  hofi  of  brave 
arriors  on  the  frontiers  of  this 
ugdom.  We  afterwards  put  our- 
h'es  at  the  Lead  of  our  courageous 
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troops,  firmly  refolved  to  ufe  all 
the  means  in  our  power,  and  even 
to  facrifice  our  royal  perfon.  Thele 
effective  preparations,  added  to  law¬ 
ful  and  becoming  fieps  to  obtain 
peace,  give  11s  hopes  that  our  domi¬ 
nions  will  forthwith  enjoy  tran¬ 
quillity,  At  the  fame  time  we 
ought  not  to  conceal,  that  in  order 
to  gain  the  propoled  end  of  our  de- 
figns,  it  is  absolutely  necefiary  to 
double  the  faid  preparations  for  the 
defence  of  the  ftate,  and  the  accele¬ 
ration  of  a  billing  and  honourable 
peace,  and  to  fiat  ion  a  fiiil  greater 
force  than  the  prelent  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  our  kingdom.  We  add  refs 
ourfelves  to  all  the  elaffes -oi  our 
beloved  fubje&s,  and  hereby  do 
require  them  to  contribute  with  all 
their  power  to  the  fpeedy  augmen¬ 
tation  of  the  army  fiationed  in  can¬ 
tonments.  We  expedt,  amongfi 
others,  that  the  brave  young  men 
who  have  enrolled  th.emfelves  for 
the  defence  of  religion,  the  throne, 
and  the  country,  will  now  repair 
without  delay  to  the  frontiers,  in 
order  to  put  themfelves  under  our 
immediate  and  perfoiTal  command, 
with  their  brave  comrades ;  and 
we  hope  that  in  confeqtrence  of 
this,  other  volunteers  will,  in 
greater  number,  repair  to  the  can¬ 
tonments,  that  we  may  bring  to¬ 
gether  a  formidable  army,  and  be 
enabled  to  fee u re  the  fafety  and 
tranquillity  of  the  ltate,  either  bv 
a  permanent  peace,  or  by  brilliant 
victories. 

Done  at  Naples ,  Sept.  12,  1796. 


Ltd  ter  from  his  Excellency  M.  Bar- 
thelemv,  Ambafj'ador of  the  French 
Republic ,  to  the  Bnrgornajl ers. 
Chief  Mag  f  rates,  Landamman , 

and 
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and  Council  of  the  Twelve  Swifs 

Cantons . 

Magnificent  lords, 

THE  executive  directory  having 
thought  proper  to  renew  the  cre¬ 
dentials  of  feveral  of  the  envoys  of 
the  French  republic  to  foreign  pow¬ 
ers,  has  juft  tranfmitted  to  me  thofe 
by  which  it  has  been  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
credit  me  to  the  very  refpectable 
Helvetic  body,  in  quality  of  ambaf- 
fador  of  the  French  republic.  I 
enclofe  them  in  this. 

I  flatter  myfelf,  magnificent  lords, 
that  the  knowledge  you  already 
have  of  my  fentiments  for  all  the 
members  of  the  illuftrious  Helvetic 
confederation,  will  leave  you  no 
doubt  of  inv  zeal  to  cultivate  the 

•j 

confidence  of  which  you  have  al¬ 
ready  given  me  fuch  fatisfadory 
proofs ;  and  I  all'o  hope,  magnificent 
lords,  that  you  will  be  perfuaded 
beforehand,  that,  as  the  faithful 
interpreter  of  the  conftantly  ami¬ 
cable  difpofitions  of  the  French 
government  to  your  country,  I 
ihall  not  ceafe  to  exert  myfelf  zea- 
loufly  in  concurring  to  the  fuceels 
of  its  views,  in  whatever  may  be 
the  heft  calculated  to  ftrengthen 
the  indifloluble  ties  which  conltitute 
the  lmppinefs  of  the  two  nations, 
and  to  feettr®  the  tranquillity  and 
profperitv  of  the  Helvetic  body. 

I  pray  God,  See. 

( Si  gned)  B  uitii  elem  y. 

Bajle,  March  2,  1706. 


Better  of  the  Executive  Directory  to 
the  .Highly  Rej'pcrtabie  Helvetic 
Bo  da. 

1 

Very  dear,  great  friends,  allies, 
and  confederates, 

THE  will)  we  entertain  to  keep 
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up  and  cultivate  a  friendfhip  and 
good  underftanding  with  you,  in¬ 
duces  us  to  appoint  citizen  Bar- 
thelemy  to  refide  in  Switzerland,  in 
quality  of  ambafiador  of  the  French 
republic. 

The  knowledge  we  have  of  the 
principles  and  fentiments  of  citizen 
Barthelemy  authorizes  us  to  think, 
that  the  Choice  we  have  made  of 
him  to  fill  this  important  poll,  can¬ 
not  but  be  agreeable  to  you.  It  is 
with  this  perfuafion  that  we  pray 
you,  very  dear,  great  friends,  allies, 
and  confederates,  to  grant  him  a 
full  confidence  in  whatever  he  may 
be  charged  to  fay  to  you  from  us, 
and  more  particularly  when  he  fhall 
exprel's  to  you  our  wiflies  for  the 
profperity  of  the  Helvetic  body, 
our  anxioufnefs  to  concur  in  what¬ 
ever  may  contribute  to  its  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  bonds 
which  unite  the  two  republics. 

Given  at  Paris  under  the  feal  ol 
the  French  republic,  1 5 Pluviofej 
fourth  year  of  the  French  re¬ 
public,  one  and  indivifible. 
Reubel,  Prefident. 

By  the  executive  directory  * 
The  fecretary  general, 
Lagak.de 

By  the  minijler  of  external  relations , 

Cm.  Delacroix 


Declaration  of  the  Executive  Direc 
tory ,  dated  Paris  the  1 6tk  G er\ 
initial  (5  April)  to  the  Senate  ,bj 
Bade. 

THE  executive  directory  is  cre^ 
dibly  informed,  that  lafi  year  r 
plan  was  formed  to  attack  th* 
French  frontiers,  by  marching  tin 
corps  of  emigrants,  commanded  tq 
the  prince  of  Condo,  firil  into  th' 
Frickthalj  and  from  thence  througl 
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the  territory  from  Bafle,  againft 
;he  department  of  the  Upper  Rhine, 
;he  Mont-Terrible,  Doubs,  and 
I ura;  that  this  plan,  fo  far  from 
jeing  laid  aiide,  is  again  refumed ; 
tnd  tnat  preparations  are  adually 
naking  to  carry  it  into  effed.  This 
dan  is  fupported  by  feveral  inhabi- 
ants  of  Switzerland,  who  employ 
ill  their  intereft  and  influence  to 
acilitate  its  execution.  The  known 
entiments  of  feveral  magiftrates  of 
lafle,  and  other  inhabitants  of  note, 
,re  by  no  means  qualified  to  appeals 
he  folicitude  of  the  directory  on 
his  head,  it  being  notorious  that 
hey  treat  with  as  much  averfion 
he  friends  of  the  French  republic, 
.s  they  fhew  predilection  for  what- 
ver  concerns  the  imperial  armies, 
nd  the  intereft  of  the  emperor. 

Thus  it  mutt  be  fuppofed,  that  if,% 
:i  the  execution  of  that  plan,  the 
nemy  violated  the  territory  of  the 
antori  of  Bade,  the  magiftrates  who 
ompofe  the  government  of  this 
ity,  would  endeavour,  by  pleading 
tie  imnoffibihty  of  refiltance,  to 
7ard  *olf  the  confequences  of  the 
iolated  neutrality  of  the  canton ; 
f  courfe,  there  does  not  exift,  at 
relent,  fuflicient  fecuntv  that  its 
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iiutrality  will  be  refpeded.  Under 
iefe  circumftances,  the  diredory 
ids  itfelf  obliged  to  declare  to  the 
agillrates  of  the  city  and  canton 
t  Bafje,  that  unlefs  they  adopt  vi- 
prous,  fuflicient,  and  unfufpicious 
wafures  for  the  defence  of  their 
*vn  territory,  and  the  maintenance 
the  refped  due  to  their  neutrality, 
is  relblved  to  take  every  ftep  that 
all  be  requifite  for  the  protedion 
the  frontier  departments  againft 
'ery  kind  of  inful t;  and  the  di¬ 
dory  renders  them  anlwerable  for 
i  the  unhappy  confequences  that 
ay  refult  from  the  military  ope- 
Vol.  XXXVIII. 


rations  which  circumftances  may 
require. 


Letter  from  the  Sovereign  Council  of 
Bafle  to  his  Excellency  M.  Barthe- 
lemy,  Ambaff odor  from  the  French 
Republic  in  Switzerland. 

WE  have  received,  with  your 
excellency’s  letter  of  the  16th  Ger¬ 
minal,  (5  April)  a  paper,  coming 
from  the  executive  diredorv*  and, 
as  it  appear*,  extraded  from  their 
regifters — we  pafs  over  this  unufual 
form,  becaufe  it  is  to  be  fuppoied 
that  it  was  through  miftake  that 
the  paper  was  fo  tranfmitted  to  us, 
and  that  without  doubt  the-  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  diredory  was~folely  to 
tranfmit  to  us,  through  the  medium 
of  the  minifier  for  foreign  affairs, 
the  refult  of  their  deliberations. 
But  if  the  form  furprifed  us,  the 
contents  of  the  paper  excited  our 
furprife  in  a  much  greater  degree ; 
of  this  our  reply  will  convince 
your  excellency. 

The  executive  diredory  announces 
to  us,  that  the  corps  of  emigrants 
meditates  an  invafion  of  our  terri¬ 
tory.  It  does  not  belong  to  us  to 
call  in  queftion  the  proofs  which 
the  diredory  fay  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  ;  we  fhall  confine  ourfelves 
to  oblerve,  that  at  the  opening  of 
each  campaign  mention  has  always 
been  made  of  a  projed  of  this  kind, 
and  that  neverthelels  it  has  never 
been  carried  into  execution;  fo  that 
we  are  ftill  to  know,  whether  the 
reports  that  are  fpread  are  merely 
a  trick  of  war,  or  whether  fuch  a 
defign  has  been  renounced  either 
from  the  uncertainty  of  decifive 
fuccefs,  or  the  want  of  accordance 
with  other  events  that  were  to 
concur  with  it;  or  finally,  whether* 

*  X  and 
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and  much  more  probably,,  it  be, 
becaufe  the  emperor,  faithful  to  his 
engagement  to  refpett  our  neutra¬ 
lity,  has  forbidden  the  peace  of  an 
independent  people  to  be  difturbed, 
who,  for  feveral  ages,  contented 
with  their  limits,,  have  taken  no 
part  in  the  difienfioos  of  the  great 
powers  of  Europe.  In  fhort,  we 
can  afftire  you  that  at  prefent  the 
danger,  if  danger  does  exift,  does 
not  appear  to  be  imminent.  The 
corps  of  emigrants  is  at  too-  great 
a  diilance  from  our  frontiers;  it 
does  not  form  a  fulhcient  force  to 
dare  to  attempt  an  invaiton,  and  we 
do  not  yet  perceive  preparations 
which  are  the  forerunners  of  liofti- 
lities,  and  indifpenfable  to  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  hoftiiities. 

The  fecond  point  of  the  note  of 
the  executive  directory,  concerns 
the  defence  of  cur  territory  and 
the  demand  of  a  fufficient  gua¬ 
rantee.  No  people  can  give  fuch  a 
guarantee.  If  belligerent  powers, 
with  their  fortreffes,  their  arms, 

, their  efforts  in  every  ffenfe,  can¬ 
not  procure  the  guarantee,  that 
their  territory  fhail  mot  be  vio¬ 
lated,  much  let's  can  a  neutral 
iiate  procure  and  affemble  forces, 
whofe  mat's  would  perhaps  afford 
more  umbrage  than  it  would  in¬ 
spire  fecurity.  Betides,  the  ex- 
pence  of  fuch  a  force,  and  the 
provifions  that  it  would  require,  are 
above  our  means,  which  the  circum- 
llances  of  the  times  weaken  more 
and  more.  But  there  is  another 
kind  of  guarantee,  which  we  deem 
more  fine  than  a  great  affemblage 
of  troops;  it  is  the  firm  refolution 
of  all  the  governments  of  Switzer¬ 
land,  not  to  depart  from  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  neutrality  which  they  have 
inherited  from  their  anceftors,  and 
#f  which  all  owr  neighbours  have  a 
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pofitive  conviction;  it  is  the  faired 
word,  which  the  members  of  th< 
Helvetic  body,  either  feparately  01 
united,  in  folemn  diet,  have  given 
It  is  the  local  difficulties  thal 
would  attend  a  paffage  through  oui 
territory,  without  being  expofed  t( 
a  certain  lols  from  the  meafures  0 
prudence,  which  the  attacked  can 
ton  might  take,  and  "without  re 
nouncing  every  hope  of  retreat,  \r 
the  arrival  of  contingents  from  ou 
confederates,  as  zealous  to  aveng 
the  outrages  offered  to  neutrality 
as  religious  in  the  observance  of  th 
duties  of  neutrality.  It  is  the  difpo 
fitions  taken  to  be  warned  in  time  c 
every  fpecies  of  danger,  to  circulat 
the  alarm,,  and  to  be  in  a  conditio 
even  to  repel  and  punifh  aggreffio 
when  the  danger  fhould  have  mad 
its  appearance.  Finally,  it  is  th 
^experience  and  the  fuccefs  of  thol 
diipofitions,  during  four  years  of 
war  the  mod  bloody  of  which  me 
dern  hiftory  has  preferved  the  n 
membrane  e. 

We  proceed  to  the  aceufation 
which  the  executive  directory  ha\ 
made  againft  certain  magiftrato- 
and  private  perfons  of  our  cantc 
and  of  the  other  ftates  of  the  He 
vetic  body.  So  vague  an  accuff 
tion,  and  of  fuch  a  kind,  is  probabl 
without  example.  The  moral  pe 
fon  of  the  fovereign  in  republic 
is  manifefted  only  by  refolutioij 
emanating  from  the  council  of  tl 
ffate,  and  not  from  the  particul; 
opinions  of  individuals;  and  whal 
ever  be  the  difference  of  opinb 
amongft  the  latter,  there  is  a  fir 
opinion,  which  is  as  general  as  it 
effential  and  fundamental;  it  is  t] 
love  of  our  country,  and  the  de<| 
and  universal  cQnviCtion,  that  nej 
trality  is  the  bafis  of  our  politic  f 
exiftence.  It  unites  all  minds,  .■! 
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lounfels,  all  governments.  We  in¬ 
cite  the  executive  directory  to  con* 
ider  here  only  the  afiembly.  We 
ire  to  be  gained  by  proceedings  of 
uffice,  benevolence,  and  friendfhip ; 
iur  hearts  are  to  be  alienated  by 
ndefmite  reproaches  and  random 
ufpicions.  What  if  thefe  fufpicions 
liould  perhaps  be  founded  only  on 
locuments,  didated  by  men,  whole 
'eprehenlible  views  either  of  veil* 
seance  or  malevolence,  of  ambition 
3r  cupidity,  ibould  have  led  them 
;o  exaggerate  what  is  infignificant, 
:o  blacken  what  is  innocent,  and 
:o  difguife  what  our  political  adion*, 
n  their  true  point  of  view  wouJ4 
difclole? 

Finally,  the  executive  diredory 
render  us  refponlible  for  the  fatal 
sft’eds  which  may  refill t  from  mili¬ 
tary  operations.  Governments,,  we 
know,  are  refponlible  for  the  faults 
which  they  commit  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  violating  their -duties.  But 
tranquillifed  by  our  principles,  and 
proud  of  the  fenle  of  the  purity  and 
equity  of  our  meafures,  we  accept 
this  relponlibility.  We  are  ose  for 
ill  in  the  bofom  of  our  councils; 
and  it  is  in  the  lame  fenle  that  we 
t*ely  not  only  upon  ail  our  own 
rel'ources,  but  upon  all  the  members 
bf  the  Helvetic  confederation.  Re- 
ponfibility  can  only  alarm  thofe 
who,  breaking  the  ties  which  have 
mited  for  feveral  ages  the  two  na- 
:ions,  Should  prepare  evils,  of  which 
ruman  prudence  cannot  calculate 
the  itfue  to  their  authors. 

Very  different  fentiments  have 
ulimated  your  excellency  during 
the  courfe  of  your  painful  million. 
Flie  executive  diredory  have  tef- 
tified  in  the  renewal  of  your  cre¬ 
dentials,  their  juft  and  honourable 
'atisfadion.  \Ve  have  no  doubt 
dial  they  will  receive  with  favour- 
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able  difpofftions  the  anfwer  which 
we  have  the  honour  to  uddrefs  to 
your  excellency,  after  having  deli¬ 
berated  in  concert  with  the  Hel¬ 
vetic  reprefentatives. 

We  pray  God  to  take  you  into 
his  holy  and  powerful  keeping. 
(Signed)  The  burgomaffers  and 
council  of  the  city 
and  canton  of  Bafle,. 
BaJkj  April  9,  179b. 


Letter  of  M.  Barthelemy,  Ambajfa* 
dor  from  the  French  Republic ,  to 
the  Canton  of  Bake,  20 th  Florcal 
(May  o)  1796,  Fourth  Year  of 
the  French  Republic, 

Magnificent  Lords* 

THE  orders  of  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory  of  the  French  republic 
oblige  me  to  recall  the  attention  of 
your  honourable  canton  to  the  cir- 
cumiiaitces  and  motives  which  dic- 
ated  the  declaration  of  the  direc¬ 
tory,  which  I  was  charged  to  tranfmit 
to  you,  on  the  16th  of  Germinal 
laft.  The  anfwer  you  have  made 
has  not  been  fuch  as  was  expeded. 
Charged  with  the  care  of  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  territory  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  and  of  its  glorv,  the  executive 
diredory  was  bound  to  look  forward 
to  events,  and  to  render  abortive, 
by  denouncing  to  you,  the  projeds 
of  the  enemies  of  France,  and  of  its 
republican  conftitution.  It  was 
bound  to  invite  you  to  take  mea- 
ftires  capable  of  removing  its  appre¬ 
hensions,  and  making  your  neutrality 
refpeded;  and  it  has  demanded  of 
you  what  were  thefe  meafures. 

If  the  terms  of  its  declaration 
were  fevere,  it  was  becaufe  the 
objed  of  it  was  ferious :  it  was 
becaufe  experience  of  the  attempts 
and  projeds  of  our  enemies,  already 
*  X  2  more 
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rpv  Han  once  denounced,  gave  it 
t  7  a  'i  conceive  inquietude  and 
f  i  it  was  becaufe  partitive 

iicanced,  that  thei’e  pro- 
,  about  to  be  renewed.  It 
,t-  .  o  aui’c  it  was  then  neceffary 
i,  a  tain,  as  to  the  more  than 
e  al  fentiments  of  many  of 
'  Helvetic  dates ;  fome  of  whom 
had  not  dreaded  to  throw  a  doubt 
on  the  exigence  of  the  French  re¬ 
public,  by  refuting  to  pronounce  on 
the  acceptance  of  the  credentials  of 
its  ambaflador,  and  deferring  .the 
epoch  of  their  determination  by  in¬ 
tuiting  and  ridiculous  delays. 

When  a  government  fo  powerful 
as  that  of  the  French  republic  is 
thus  acknowledged;  when  this  ne- 
gleCt  is  founded  on  the  regard  which 
is  thought  due  to  criminal  fugitives, 
whofe  whole  proceedings  tend  only 
to  harafs  their  country,  againft 
which  they  are  in  a  permanent 
confpiracy,  while  their  meafures 
tend  only  to  involve  in  their  fall 
the  dates  blind  enough  to  be  milled 
by  them;  when  the  Swifs  Cantons, 
the  ancient  allies  of  France,  dare  to 
hold  a  conduct  fo  reprehendble,.  is  it 
very  furprifing  that  the  executive 
dire&ory  Ihould,  fora  moment,  with¬ 
hold  the  afpeCt  of  kindnefs,  to  affurne 
towards  vou  that  of  inquietude  ? 
There  are  dill  other  confiderations, 
on  which  I  believe  I  need  not  en¬ 
large  here.  They  are,  doubtlefs, 
painful,  and  belong  to  the  guaran¬ 
tee,  that  the  French  republic  ex¬ 
pects  to  find  in  the  fentiments  and 
affections  of  the  governments  and 
people  of  neutral  dates. 

Such  are  the  views  which  have 
animated  and  dill  animate  the  exe¬ 
cutive  directory.  They  expect  from 
you,  with  the  lead  delay,  a  frank 
and  amicable  explanation,  capable 
©f  didipating  the  doubts  and  re¬ 


viving  in  our  government  the  fenti¬ 
ments  of  good  will.  It  has  give* 
me  orders  for  my  ultimate  condudt, 
in  cafe  that  your  anfwer  di-ould  not 
fulfil  this  end. 


Anfwer  of  the  Canton  of  Bade  to- 

M.  Barthelemy ,  AmbaJJ'ador  of  the 

French  Republic ,  Map  11,  1796. 

WEk  fee  with  real  pain,,  by  your 
excellency’s  letter  of  the  20th  Flo- 
real,.  that  our  fentiments  feem  to 
be  mifunderdood,  and  that  we  have 
reafon  to  apprehend  the  executive 
directory  of  the  French  republic 
may  fufpend  their  difpodfcions  ol 
kindnefs  towards  us.  When  tht 
war  commenced,  we  declared  fora 
neutrality,  to  preferve  which  has 
dnce  that  time  been  the  condantj 
object  of  our  cares,  of  our  zeal,  andi 
of  our  folicitude ;  and  no  facrifici 
has  been  avoided  for  maintaining  it 
in  proportion  to  the  dangers  to 
which  it  was  in  certain  epochs  ex* 
pofed.  Nothing  afflicts  us  mori 
profoundly  than  when  the  fidelity 
of  our  conduCt  and  the  purity  of  oui 
intentions  feem  to  be  doubted,  fince , 
thefe  form  the  mod  folid  bads  o} 
our  happinefs,  independence,  am 
tranquillity. 

We  pray  your  excellency  to  af 
fure  your  government,  that  we  flial. 
never  depart  from  the  principle.*: 
that  have  been  tranfmitted  to  ui 
from  our  predeceflors,  and  that  ou; 
greated  ambitioa  is  to  convey  tin 
depodt  unimpaired  to  thofe  wh(| 
fliall  fucceed  us.  This  is  the  firlj 
duty  of  our  dtuatians,  and  the  tru< 
means  of  conciliating  the  confidence 
'and  the  gratitude  of  our  fellow-citi 
zens.  It  is,  however,  necediiry  t<j 
obferve,  that  dnce  our  letter  cf  thJ 
9th  of  April,  we  have  not  confine* 
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wsffelves  to  mere  wifhes  for  the 
maintenance  of  our  neutrality.  Our 
Lineafmefs  relative  to  this  object 
having  been  communicated  to  the 
nainifter  of  his  imperial  maj-eily,  he 
las  written  to  us,  bv  order  of  the 
imperor,  that  certainly  he  had  not 
;he  lead;  thought  of  afting,  nor  of 
Dermitting  the  emigrants  to  adt 
igainft  the  cantons,  in  any  manner 
which  might  difturb  the  tranquillity 
>f  their  territory.  We  have  pre¬ 
pared  our  fignals  and  our  alarm 
runs,  which,  on  account  of  the 
irmiftice  and  the  winter  feafon,  had 
peen  .negleded ;  and  it  is  generally 
mown  that  by  thefe  means  a  very 
treat  force  can  be  allembled  in  a 

j 

ew  days.  We  have  exercifed  our 
roops,  and  they  are  ready  to  march 
in  the  firlt  fignal.  rl'hey  will  be 
tdded  to  the  contingents  of  the 
ither  cantons  which  affemble  in 
mrs,  and  are  direGed  to  redouble 
heir  vigilance  in  the  polls  confided 
o  them.  The  reprefentatives  of 
he  Helvetic  body,  deputed  to  us 
or  conlidermg  the  ftate  of  affairs, 
or  ading  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
onfederation,  and  informing  their 
onltituents  of  every  danger  which 
nay  approach  our  Hates,  allow  no 
aeans  to  efcape  them  of  confoli- 
iating  the  repofe  of  the  common 
ountry.  We  have  written  to  our 
o-allies,  to  remind  them  of  the 
reaties  which  unite  us,  and  w7e 
pave  received  the  unanimous  af- 
iirance,  that  all  are  ready  to  fly  to 
iur  aflillance  and  defend  our  fron- 
iers. 

We  conclude,  by  praying  your 
excellency  to  tranfmit  thofe  details 
o  the  directory ;  and,  above  all,  to 
ortify  them  againft  the  exaggerated 
■eports  that  an  excefs  of  zeal  may 
eav.e  occalioned. 


*3°9 

OJJicial  Note,  tranfmitted  by  Mr. 
Wickham,  Minijlcr  Plenipoten* 
tiary  from  his  Britannic  MajeJiy 
to  the  Senate  of  Berne,  the  2 6tA 
of  June y  1796. 

Magnificent  and  Powerful  Lords, 

IN  confequence  of  the  rel'olutioa 
agreed  to  and  publilhed  by  your 
Hate,  rel’pf.&ing  all  the  French  in- 
diferi minutely  who  have  taken  re¬ 
fuge  in  your  country,  feveral  of  the 
heads  of  families  of  thefe  unfortu¬ 
nate  victims  to  their  attachment  to 
the  ancient  laws  of  their  country, 
have  addrefied  themfelves  to  me, 
to  obtain  the  means  to  repair  to 
England,  where  they  hope  at  laft 
to  find  repofe,  and  a  fecure  alyluin 
againlt  the  cruelty  of  their  perl'e- 
cutors . 

It  is  with  extreme  concern,  mag¬ 
nificent  lords,  that  I  Hud  myfelf 
obliged  to  refufe  their  re-quel t,  and 
to  declare  to  all  of  them  that  I 
cannot  grant  a  pafl'port  to  any  of 
them  until  I  have  received  orders 
from  my  court.  I  think  it  necef- 
fary,  magnificent  lords,  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  you  my  refolution  upon 
this  lubjedt,  in  order  that  the  per- 
lons,  to  whom  it  relates,  may  not 
be.  fufpefted  of  any  negled  or  tar- 
dinefs  in  obeying  the  ordonnance 
made  refpedling  them.  God  forbid 
that,  in  taking  fuch  a  refolution,  I 
fhouid  pretend  to  fet  bounds  to  the 
munificence  of  my  fovereign,  or  the 
generofity  -of  his  fubiects,  which  I 
hope  will  exiH  as  long  as  the  mo¬ 
narchy  itfelf.  We  have  always, 
magnificent  lords,  a  confidence  that 
our  means  will  be  increafed  by 
divine  favour,  in  proportion  as  they 
are  employed  in  afififting  the  unfor¬ 
tunate. 

But 
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But  it  is  my  duty,  in  this  unfore- 
feen  cafe,  to  take  no  fteps  without 
having'  previoufiy  communicated  to 
my  court  all  the  circumftances 
which  have  preceded,  accompanied, 
and  followed  this  meafure,  and  en¬ 
treated  Ins  Majelty  to  give  me  the 
molt  diftindt  orders  for  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  my  conduct  in  all  that  re¬ 
lates  to  this  bufinefs. 

1  do  not  hefitate  to  avow  that  I 
have  not  been  without  hope  that 
the  delay,  which  might  he  caufed 
by  my  refolution  in  the  execution 
of  the  order  again  ft  thole  who  have 
no  other  afylum  but  England, 
would  have  offered  to  your  lord- 
flaps  an  opportunity  of  conftdering 
of  every  mitigating  eircii.mftance,  of 
which  this  cafe  is  capable.  Per¬ 
haps  alfo  this  delay  ma\r  lead  thofe 
perfons  who  have  urged  this  mea¬ 
fure,  to  think  deliberately  both  up¬ 
on  its  nature  and  the  confequences 
•which  may  enfue  from  it. 

Whatever  may  be  the  event, 
magnificent  lords,  in  adopting  and 
communicating  this  refolution  to 
your  lordlhips,  if  I  can  be  the 
means  of  laving  any  one  of  thofe 
yefpectable  families  from  exhaulting 
their  laft  refources,  in  taking  a  lcng 
and  dangerous  voyage,  I  Ihail  think 
that  I  have  performed  my  duty  to 
my  God  and  my  king;  and  1  dare 
'anfwer,  that  whatever  may  be  the 
affection  and  friendihip  which  the 
Ping,  my  maker,  (after  the  example 
of  his  auguft  predecelibrs)  feels  for 
your  lordlhips,  thefe  fentiments 
mull  be  much  ffrengtbened,  when  I 
(hall  have  laid  before  him  a  frelh 
adt  of  yours — of  that  generous  and 
(enlarged  humanity  which  forms  the 
diftinguifhed  character  of  his  reign, 
and  which  our  two  nations  have 
formerly  exercifed  to  the  unhappy 
Refugees  from  that  fame  country.  ' 


/ 

With  the  fincereft  willies  for  the 
profperity  and  happinefs  of  your 
ftate,  I  am, 

Magnificent  and  powerful  lords, 
your  lordlhips’  moft  devoted 
fervant, 

(Signed)  W.  Wickham. 


Declaration  of  the  Elector  of  Han¬ 
over  to  the  Diet  of  Rati/bon,  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Imperial  ReJ'cript * 
of  the  17th  of  October,  1796. 

THE  minifter  of  Hanover  has  de¬ 
clared  to  M.  de  Hingel,  the  Imperial, 
commillioner, 

Tliat  his  Imperial  majefty  hud 
directly  required  his  majefty  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  and  eledtor  of 
Hanover  to  furnilh  a  new  proof  of. 
his  marked  attachment  to  the  Ger¬ 
manic  conftitution,  by  giving  a  great 
example,  and  adting  efficacioully  in 
concert  with  the  diet  of  Ratilbon, 
not  only  that  he  may  be  rated  for  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  Roman  months, 
but  by  paying  up  all  that  remains 
due  of  his  quota.  It  was  declared 
at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was.neceP 
fary  the  number  of  Roman  months 
fliould  exceed  a  hundred. 

His  Britannic  majefty  has  re-' 
plied  to  his  Imperial  majefty  that  he 
would  not,  nor  was  he  able  to  anti- 
c-ipate  the  resolutions  of  his  co- 
eftates  :  and  that  he  was  not  at  pre- 
fent  in  circumftances  which  permit¬ 
ted  him  to  anfwer  the  demand! 
which  was  made — that  fince  the! 
periods  when  the  laft  Roman  months! 
were  granted,  the  fyftem  of  the  wail 
had  completely  changed — that  dif-J 
ferent  Hates,  holding  of  the  empire, 
had  made  a  feparate  peace,  to  avoid! 
the  total  ruin  with  which  their  i 
countries  were  threatened — that 
others  had  embraced  neutrality  foil 
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the  protection  of  their  fubje&s;  and 
that  the  profperity  tliefe  Itates  en- 
joyed  proved  that  they  had  attained 
a  falutary  object — that  the  affairs 
of  the  empire  have  affumed  quite 
another  afped,  and  that  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  in  his 
quality  of  elector  and  prince  of  the 
.empire,  were  well  known  to  be  in- 
confiftent  with  the  Imperial  de¬ 
mands  ;  that  he  cannot  of  courfe 
confent  to  the  granting  of  new  Ro¬ 
man  months  (for  the  continuation 
-of  this  unhappy  war)  ftill  far  lefs 
can  he  contribute  diredly,  fince  the 
•negotiations  commenced  at  Paris, 
from  which  is  expected  a  happy 
i flue  for  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 


Proclamation  of  the  Archduchefs  of 
Auftria,  Maria  Elizabeth,  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Tyrol. 

Pearly  and  much  beloved  Subjects, 
THE  delire  you  have  mamfeffed 
•to  take  up  arms  for  the  good  of, your 
fovereign,  and  the  defence  of  your 
country,  has  often  compelled  me  to 
Hied  tears  of  gratitude.  I  am  un¬ 
able  to  recompence,  as  I  wilh,  the 
brave  men  who  devote  themfelves 
in  a  caufe  fo  loyal,;  but  as  an  inha¬ 
bitant  of  Tyrol  1  will,  for  the  benefit 
•of  the  defenders  of  the  country,  dif- 
pofe  of  every  thing  luperfluous ;  gold 
and  filver  watches,  knives,  medals, 
plate,  &c.  which  I  will  diftribute 
myfelf  after  the  war,  as  acknow¬ 
ledgements  to  thofe  brave  Tyrolians 
who  fhall  diftinguifh  themfelves  by 
their  courage  and  brilliant  actions. 
I  entreat  all  the  brave  defenders  of 
the  country  to  believe,  that  they 
7  fiiall  ever  be  the  objeds  of  my  molt 
anxious  folicitude,  and  that  I  wall 
not.  negled  to  make  known  to  the 
emperor,  my  dear  relation,  tin*  Ser¬ 


vices  they  fiiall  have  rendered,  for 
the  purpofe  of  obtaining  from  him 
the  rewards  they  may  deferve. 

(Signed)  Maria  Elizabeth. 
Done  at  our  Court  at  Infpruck, 
the  30U1  of  May,  179b'. 


A  Proclamation  by  his  Imperial 
Majejly. 

We  Francis  II.  &c.  See, 

IN  the  prelent  moment,  when  a 
coincidence  of  the  moil  unexpedted 
events  favours  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
the  enemy,  and  calls  for  our  re¬ 
doubled  care  to  afford  aiffffance  to 
our  ftates  menaced  in  this  manner, 
we  find  this  our  refolution  ftrenatfi- 
en?d  by  confidering  that  Providence 
has  put  us  at  the  head  of  a  nation, 
which  has  given  us,  on  every  occa- 
fion,  the  molt  effectual  proofs  of  the 
greatnefs  of  their  zeal  to  fupport 
the  meafures  taken  for  the  defence 
of  their  country,  of  their  laws., 
which  render  them  happy,  and  of  a 
prince  who  returns  to  their  fidelity 
a  love  for  every  individual. 

Though  fear,  and  perhaps,-  inten¬ 
tional  reports,  magnify  the  danger 
more  than  it  in  reality  is,  and  pre- 
fent  it  as  nearer  at  hand,  we  muff 
not  conceal  from  our  faithful  fub- 
jeds  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  is 
preffing,  and  does  not  allow  us  to 
remain  latis.fi ed  with  ordinary  mea¬ 
fures,  but  impofes  on  us,  and  all 
thofe  who  wilh  to  fee  the  welfare  of 
the  ftate  l'ecure,  more  than  .extraor¬ 
dinary  exertions. 

Much  as  the  long  duration  of  a 
war,  carried  on  under  many  changes 
of  fortune,  has  y.ffeCted  the  powers 
of  the  nation,  yet  the  relburces  of 
1b  powerful  a  rtate  are  far  from 
being  exhausted.  Though  govern¬ 
ment  continues  to  refrain  with  ab- 
*  £  4  bomnee 
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horrence  from  the  violent  meafures 
which  oar  enemies  employ  for  the 
ooorellion  of  our  fellow-citizens  and 
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the  deftruftion  of  Europe;  countries 
fo  well  peopled,  fo  fertile,  and  en¬ 
riched  by  nature  and  induftry,  ftill 
offer  innumerable  means  of  defence, 
by  employing  which  we  fhould  find 
ourfelves  enabled  to  meet  every 
danger.  But  we  truft  in  the  juft  ice 
of  our  caufe,  and  in  the  protection 
of  the  Almighty,  who  regards  that 
juftice,  that  the  moment  will  not 
arrive  in  which  the  nation  will  be 
forced  to  have  recourle  to  the  moft 
extraordinary  means. 

In  this  perfuafion,  we  ihall  always 
confine  ourfelves  only  to  the  meafure 
of  calling  to  arms  thofe  who  are 
otherwile,  agreeably  to  the  military 
'fyftem,  exempted  from  military  fer- 
vice;  including  alfo  all  foreigners, 
who  have  not  acquired  the  rights  of 
citizenfnip  in  the  Auflrian  domi¬ 
nions  by  refiding  in  them  for  ten 
years. 

At  the  fame  time  we  promife  to 
all  thofe  who  fhall  willingly  follow 
this  our  call,  and  who  fhall  offer  to 
their  municipalities  to  fervp  in  the 
army, 

1 .  That  as  foon  as  ever  we  fliall 
have  fecured  to  the  nation,  agree¬ 
ably  to  our  wifii  and  defire,  an  ho¬ 
nourable  and  permanent  peace,  they 
fhall  be  dif'miffed  at  the  termination 
of  the  war. 

2.  Thatd  nring  the  war  they  fliall 
be  treated  as  volunteers. 

3.  That  they  fhall  be  at  liberty, 
agreeably  to  th'eir  abilities  and  ca¬ 
pacity,  to  choofe  and  name  the  re¬ 
giment  in  \yhich'they  wifii  to  ferve  ; 
and  that, 

4.  As  a  juft  recompence,  on  their 
return  home,  every  poftiblc  afti  fi¬ 
ance  fliall  be  given  to  them  in  their 
fUQQploymeuts  and  fettling;  and  that, 


on  all  occafions,  they  fliall  be  pre¬ 
ferred. 

Though  we  can  promife  ourfelves 
the  principal  operation  of  this  pro¬ 
clamation,  from  the  unequivocal, 
fentiments  of  our  faithful  iubjects, 
yet  we  think  it  our  duty  to  imprefs 
upon  their  minds,  that  in  following 
willingly  this  honourable  call  of 
their  country,  they  likewife  protect 
their  families  and  private  property; 
and  that,  if  on  the  contrary  they 
fhould  negleCt  to  join  us  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  fecnrity,  they  would  be  forced, 
in  cafe  of  unfortunate  events,  to 
carry  parricidal  arms  aguinlt  their 
native  land,  and,  as  abufed  organs 
of  the  enemy,  to  promote  the  ruin 
of  public  order,  the  deft rubtion  of 
their  fellow  citizegs,  arid  of  their 
families,  and  to  aftift  in  the  com¬ 
mon  deftpuCtion. 

Behold  the  ftill  fmoaking  ruins 
of  Italy,  and  the  exceffes  and  moft 
inhuman  cruelties  committed  there  1 
Behold  the  devaftations  which  the 
once  flourifhing  territories  of  Ger¬ 
many  have  fullered,  inundated  by 
the  armies  of  the  enemy !  And 
3'ou  cannot  remain  dubious,  about 
the  terrible  fate  which  threatens 
every  country,  and  every  nation,  on 
being  invaded  by  fuch  enemies. 

Done  at  Vienna ,  1 1 th  Augirft ,  1796. 


Proclamation  by  his  Imperial  Ma • 

rfty- 

WE,  Francis  IT.  by  the  grace  of 
God,  &c.  &c.  When  we  affumed 
the  government  of  this  monarchy, 
we  felt  it  extremely  grievous  to 
find  ourfelves  involved  in  lb  hard  a 
war  as  the  prefent great  as  our 
grief  was,  equally  great  was  our , 
wifii  of  procuring  a  l’peedy  and  hill¬ 
ing  peace  to  the  country.  Every 
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body  muft  be  convinced,  that  all 
the  poweis  and  means  pollible  to 
men  have  hitherto  been  tiled  for 
that  purpofe;  and  it  is  highly  pain¬ 
ful  for  us,  that  our  paternal  lolici- 
tude,  added  to»l'o  many  patriotic 
(contributions  of  our  faithful  fub- 

1e6ts,  and  the  valour  of  our  troops, 
o  repeatedly  proved,  could  not,  as 
ret,  bring  it  fo  far  as  to  effect  a 
itace,  honourable  and  not  injurious 
o  the  monarchy — nay,  that  it 

Eather  leems  to  be  our  peculiar  del- 
iny,  to  be  obliged,  to  our  continual 
nortification,  to  behold  the  enemy 
Ironftantly  approach  nearer  to  our 
German  hereditary  dominions,  and 
Specially  to  the  frontiers  of  our 
beloved  kingdom  of  Bohemia,  in 
3rder,  therefore,  to  protect  this 
kingdom,  in  the  fafelt  and  molt 
perfed  manner,  from  all  hoftile  at¬ 
tacks,  and  it  being,  in  other  relpects, 
no  longer  pollible  to  conquer  folely 
with  the  army  now  exifting,  and  to 
keep  fiom  off  the  frontiers  of  our 
kingdom  ol  Bohemia  an  enemy  like 
the  prefent,  who,  from  day  to  day, 
inns  the  major  part  of  their  nation, 
md  leads  them  againft  us; — we 
:aufed  feveral  plans  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  us,  having  for  their  -tendency 
the  particular  fecurity  of  the  faid 
kingdom  of  Bohemia;  and  though 
we  difcover  in  every  part  of  them 
patriotic  benevolence  —  yet  we 
thought  proper  to  give  the  pre¬ 
ference  and  our  approbation  to  the 
eftablilhment  of  a  national  militia, 
particularly  from  the  confi  deration 
of  its  combining,  with  the  defence 
of  the  country,  effectual  and  ready 
lor  every  emergency,  all  pollible  in¬ 
dulgence  to  the  inhabitants.  We 
do  herebv  ordain;  — 

J  7 

i.  '1  hat  the  meafure  of  a  national 
militia,  for  the  particular  defence 
pl  the  kingdom  oi  Bohemia,  be  im- 
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mediately  put  in  force,  and  that  for 
this  purpofe  every  20th  head  be  en¬ 
rolled  out  ol  the  population  of  die 
whole  country. 

2.  That  the  men  thus  enrolled  be 
immediately  trained  in  the  ufe  of 
arms,  and  in  every  branch  of  the 
lervice  for  which  they  are  deftined, 
and  to  which  end  the  l'faff  of  the 
Bohemian  general  officers  ffiall  ap¬ 
point  the  eommiffioned  and  non- 
commiffioned  officers. 

3.  In  order  that  the  men,  during 
fuch  exercife,  may  be  kept  as  near 
as  poffible  to  their  places  -of  refl¬ 
ate,  the  places  of  rendezvous  ffiall 
be  marked  out  in  inch  a  manner,  in 
the  different  circles,  that  each  per- 
Ibn  e nil { ted  ffiall  only  have  to  repair 
to  fome  place  little  diftant  from  his 
own  abode. ' 

4.  The  men  eidifted  ffiall,  during 
their  a b fence  horn  home  on  account 
ol  their  being  exercifed,  receive  the 
fame  emoluments  as  the  foldiers  ac¬ 
tually  ferving  in  the  field. 

5.  Should  there  be  anv  occafion 
for  calling  any  of  the  men  thus  kept 
in  readinefs  into  adlive  fervice, 
they  are  to  repair  to  the  rendezvous 
pointed  out  to  them,  there  to  wait 
the  farther  orders  of  their  com¬ 
manders. 

6.  Their  foie  deffination  is  to 
cover  the  frontiers  of  the  country, 
or  to  be  employed  within  its  limits; 
but  they  are  by  no  means  to  lei  ve 
agamff  the  enemy  abroad. 

7.  We  will  not  only  grant  to 
thofe  men,  as  long  as  they  /hail 
continue  under  arms,  full  pay  and 
provifions  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  troops  ferving  in  the  field,  but 
we  alfo  order, 

8.  i hat  to  thole  who  {hall  difiin- 
gmfh  themlelves  by  their  valour  ou 
proper  oecafions,  filver  and  gold 
medals  ilia  1 1  be  granted,  in  the  fame. 

manner 
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jnanner  as  to  the  real  foldiers,  and 
they  11 1  all  every  where  w,ear  them, 
as  honourable  marks  of  fervices 
rendered  to  their  country;  and  enjoy’’ 
at  the  fame  tune  the  annual  penlion 
daring  life. 

g.  Ail  thofe  who  lhall  ferve  m 
this  militia,  lhall  he  for  ever  after 
eon  fide  red  as  peculiarly  meritorious, 
and  where  equity  will  permit,  all 
due  preference  lhall  be  given,  and 
.©very  poflible  indulgence  Ihewn  to 
•them. 

We  rely,  therefore,  on  the  tried 
fidelity  of  all  our  Bohemian  iub- 
jedts,  and  on  that  love  of  their 
(Country  fo  particularly  their  own, 
that  they  will  voluntarily  and  rear- 
dOy  fubmit  to  theie  our  orders,  ajid 
that  every  individual,  whether  high 
,<r'r  low,  will  ufe  his  utmoft  exer¬ 
tions,  in  conjunction  with  thofe  of 
fiis  king,  to  defend  the  kingdom 
from  every  hoftile  invafion ;  the 
more  fo,  as  the  prefent  moment  is 
snoft  dangerous  to  the  religion  and 
property  of  every,  citizen  in  this 
kingdom ;  and  as  the  welfare  of 
every  one  of  them  requires  that  he 
ifcould  help,  with  ail  his  ftrength, 
to  defend  his  family  and  the  coun¬ 
try,  we  alfo  place  the  greateft  de¬ 
pendence  on  the  patriotic  zeai  and 
i&adinefs  of  our  Bohemian  1  objects 
in  tins  meafure  of  defence,  iince, 
sh».  it  has  been  Hated  already,  the 
term,  of  fervice  is  but  of  ffiort  dura¬ 
tion,  and  only  neceffitry  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  em'ergenc}7,  both  to  defend  the 
'  country,  and  to  protect  their  own 
property,  wives,  and  children  ;  and 
since  by  fo  doing,  they  will  not  only 
Jiave  the  promifed  reward,  but  like- 
wife  render  themfelves  worthy  of 
the  reputation  of  faithful  fubjedts 
and  real  friends  to  their  country, 
^elides  gaining,  in  addition,  the 
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efieem,  the  love,  and  grace  of  their 
king  for  ever,. 

Done  at  Vienna,  Augvjl  21,  1796. 


P  roclamation  of  the  Emperor. 

BY  the  encreafing  and  urgent 
neceflity  of  prolecuting  this  expen- 
live  war  with  vigour,  his  majelly 
the  ertrperor  fees  himfelf  conftrain-.- 
ed  to  demand  extraordinary  fuppori; 
from  his  fubjects,  in  order  not  only 
to  keep  off  an  all-defolating  enemy 
from  his  frontiers,  but  alfo  to  obtain 
by  force  a  peace  fo  long  delired  in 
vain.  But  his  Imperial  majefty, 
confhintly  directing  his  thoughts 
towards  treating  his  beloved  l’ub- 
jedts  with'  all  poffible  lenity,  and 
choofmg  always  fucb  means  as  are 
the  leaft  burdenfome,  expects  thal 
every  good  fubjedl,  equally  con-1 
yinced  of  his  duty,  and  of  tin 
pr effing  exigencies  of  the  Hate,  will 
Hrive  to  alleviate  thofe.  wants  b) 
contributions,  voluntary  and  pro¬ 
portionate  to  their  means,  in  money 
grain,  horfes,  oxen,  common  clothes 
linen,  leather,  iron,  Heel,  lead,  anc 
arms, 

Vienna,  18 th  September. 


\  ■ 

Refcript  addreffed  to  the  Duke  g 
Wirtemberg,  on  the  10 th  oj  July 
by  the  Imperial  Court,  on  the  Sub 
jedt  of  Peace. 

WE  received  the  letter  you  vvrot 
us  upon  the  23d  of  lalt  month 
You  there  prefent  your  good  advio 
with  a  refpebtful  frail knefs.  lot 
oblerve  that  it  only  depends  upoj 
us  to'fecure  the  happinefs  and  th 
lately  of  Germany ;  that  a  fpeed; 
peace  can  alone  diHipate  the  violen 

ftoxr- 
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oral  which  impends  over  the 
ountry ;  that  this  alone  can  re¬ 
move  the  dangers  which  in  fo 
lany  ways  threaten  the  Germanic 
onltitution  ;  in  fine,  that  this  alone 
an  put  a  period  to  thole  unparal- 
filed  miferies  under  which  human¬ 
ity  fo  long  has  groaned.  At  the 
ame  time  you  acquaint  us,  that  if, 
n  thele  dilficult  circumftanc'es,  the 
[anger  approaches  l'till  nearer  your 
tates,  you  will  have  no  refource 
)ut  to  fubmit  to  the  law  of  necef- 
ity,  and  to  make  a  feparate  peace 
vith  France. 

The  empire,  in  truth,  defires  with 
irdour,  and  has  long  entertained 
his  wifh,  the  return  of  peace,  but 
:onnected  with  the  juft  feeling  of 
ts  honour,  its  dignity,  its  indepen- 
lence.  In  this  wifh  it  only  com¬ 
prehends  a  peace,  equitable,,  juft, 
fuitable,  and  worthy  to  be  accepted, 
which  refts  upon  the  folid  bafis  of 
;he  perfect  lupport  of  its  integrity 
and  its  conftitution,  agreeable  to 
ancient  treaties.  At  the  fame  time, 
:>y  a  proper  refpedt  for  thele  funda¬ 
mental  laws,  it  has  never  ceafed  to 
render  its  willies  and  its  refolutions 
jpon  this  lubject  fubordinate  to  the 
rigorous  condition,  that  peace  fo 
ardently  defired  fliould  not  be  con¬ 
cluded,  but  agreeably  to  the  confti- 
tution,  in  a  moft  perfedi  and  invari¬ 
able  concert  between  the  emperor 
and  the  Hates. 

The  refolutions  of  the  diet  of  the 
22d  of  December,  1794,  and  of 
July  laffc  year,  become  laws  of  the 
empire  in  virtue  of  our  Imperial 
functions,  very  pointedly  atteft  this 
referve;  and  the  fame  fpirit  l’erves 
as  a  foundation  to  the  full  powers 
and  authorities  for  peace,  which 
have  been  fubmitted  for  our  ac¬ 
ceptance,  in  virtue  of  the  refolution 
ot  the  diet  of  the  7th  of  October, 
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1795,  as  well  as  for  the  annexed 
in  ft  ructions  to  the  deputies  of  the 
empire  at  the  congrefs  for  peace; 
inftrudtions  which  efifentially  pro¬ 
ceed  upon  the  re-eftablilhment  of 
peace,  juft,  honourable,  liable,  per¬ 
manent,  and  common  to  the  whole 
empire,  and  which  have  pointedly 
and  exprefsly  as  their  object,  the 
maintenance  of  the  empire  upon 
the  footing  on  which  it  flood  before 
the  mifunderftandings  which  arofe 
with  France,  under  the  fpecial  re¬ 
commendation  to  oblerve  ancient 
treaties. 

After  having  thus  exp  relied,  in 
a  manner  equally  conftitutionaj  and 
agreeable  to  the  interefts  of  the 
Germanic  empire,  its  fentiments 
with  regard  to  the  re-eftablilhment 
of  peace,  the  general,  diet,  full  of 
refpexftful  confidence  in  our  pater¬ 
nal  folicitude  for  the  common  ad¬ 
vantage  of  Germany,  entreated  us 
to  negotiate,  as  well  in  our  own 
name  as  in  that  of  the  Germanic 
body,  the  preliminaries  of  peace. 
We  were  very  well  difpofed  to  act 
agreeably  to  thele  de fires;  but  the 
fequel  proved  that  the  foi-difant 
committee  of  public  fafety,  by 
which  the  foreign  affairs  of  France 
then  were  governed,  had  very  dif¬ 
ferent  views  from  coming  to  an 
amicable  underftanding  with  the 
empire,  for  the  purpole  of  putting 
an  end  to  a  v7ar  into  which  the 
empire  had  been  forced,  and  thus  to 
reconcile  themfelves  with  luft'ering 
humanity,  by  faorific-ing  to  peace 
their  paftion  of  conqueft. 

All  Germany  has  feen  the  an- 
fwer  of  the  committee  of  public 
fafety,  the  contents  of  which  were 
ordered  to  be  publifiied  by  our  de¬ 
cree  of  the  19th  of  November  l&ft. 
This  piece  contains  the  moft  mani- 
fell  proofs  of  the  decided  repug¬ 
nance 
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nance  of  France  to  liften  to  the  pa¬ 
cific  overtures  defired  by  the  em¬ 
pire;  and  of  the  clear  determination 
of  this  power  not  tg  engage  in  im¬ 
mediate  negotiations,  till  finding 
iierfclf  in  a  fituation  imperioufiy  to 
dictate  the  conditions  of  peace  to 
the  empire,,  the  could,-  to  the  eter¬ 
nal  fiiame  of  the  German  name, 
leave  her  no  other  part  in  this  mea¬ 
sure  hut  a  paffive  fubfcription  of  the 
treaty.  rl  he  empire  being  thus 
convinced  of  tire  refufal  of  the 
French  government  to  make  a  fuit- 
able  return  to  the  overtures  which 
Ivid  been  made,  it  had  no  other 
xefouree  left  but  that  forefeen  by 
the  refolution  of  the  -2 2d  of  Dec. 
1794,  to  aflame  an  attitude  which 
fhould  oblige  the  enemy  to  pvant 
that  peace  defired  by  the  head  and 
try  the  members  of  the  Germanic 
l>ody,  under  the  conditions  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
diet. 

The  dire  dory,  however,  which  has 
fucceeded  the  committee  of  public 
lafety  in  the  management  of  foreign 
■affairs,  has  not  adopted  more  mode¬ 
rate  fentime nts.  We  find,  on  the 
contrary,  in  all  their  adions,  and 
»ii  the  public  papers  which  they 
have  iffued,  the  marks  of  the  in¬ 
dexible  obltinacy  of  a  conqueror 
inflamed  with  pride  by  the-  fortune 
of  his  arms.  Upon  this  point  we 
refer  to  the  note  addrefled  by  the 
French  ambaliador  to  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
upon  the  26th  of  May  this  year. 
We  remark,  with  regret,  in  this 
note,  how  much  the  fpirit  in  which 
it  is  drawn  up,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  demands  which  it 
contains,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  announced,  are  remote 
from  a  reciprocal  defire  of  peace. 
'We  are  not  miftaken  even  in  con- 


fidering  this  very  note  as  a  new- 
proof  of  the  averfion  of  the  French 
government  to  enter  into  ne.go* 
tiations  with  the  empire  united 
under  its  confiitutional  head,  line©, 
in  effect,  if  we  compare  that  note 
with  the  above-mentioned  anfwer 
of  the  committee  of  public  fafety,, 
we  find  that  both  ablolutely  an¬ 
nounce  the  fame  political  maxims ; 
to  which  w,e  muft  like  wile  add,, 
that  the  note  of  the  diredory  de¬ 
mands,  as  an  invariable  prelimi¬ 
nary  of  peace,  a  Jlatus  quo  relatively 
to  the  countries  conquered  by  thr 
enemy,  and  united  in  virtue  of  its 
decree,  which  cannot  in  any  way  b# 
reconciled  with  the  bafis  of  peace 
laid  d-own  by-  the  diet. 

To  divide,  to  conquer,  and  to 
rule,  is  the  fpirit  of  the  ielfifli  po¬ 
licy  of  France,  But  every  division 
infers  a  diminution  of  ftiength  in 
the  meafures  of  refiftance  of  the 
whole,  and  which  muft  neceffarily 
dead  to  the  difmemberment,  to  the 
devaftation,  to  the  dependance,  to 
the  fubjedion,  and,  in  fine,  more 
or  lefs  rapidly,  to  the  decompofition 
of  our  refpedable  conftitution.  Con¬ 
cord,  on  the  contrary,  firmnefs,  til* 
love  of  our  country,  and  the  faith¬ 
ful  obfervance  of  the  laws,  are  the  i 
firft  duties  of  fociety ;  the  deareft 
and  more  facred  duties  of  every 
vaffal  of  the  empire,  when  our  cem- 
mon  country  is  menaced,  is  the 
nioft  eminent  and  eflential  objed  of 
all  political  focieties,  its  fafety  and 
preservation.  Such  is  the  objed  of 
the  fundamental  cenftituti-on  of  the 
German  empire,  which  renders  all 
the  individual  means  of  refiftance 
pofiefted  by  the  ftates  of  the  em- 
j)ire,  fuberdinate  to  the  diredion  of 
one  fupreme  authority,  and  prohi¬ 
bits,  in'  the  molt  forcible  manner, 
the  conciufion  of  a  leparate  peace 

during 


iuring  a  general  war  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  But,  independently  of  this 
eonfideration,  it  is  not  lefs  certain 
that  it  is  to  aCt  againft  all  expe¬ 
rience  to  reckon  upon  the  very  rare 
inftance  of  the  generofity  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  expect  only,  from 
the  magnanimity  and  love  of  juftice, 
si  peace  that  can  be  accepted,  in- 
ftead  of  conltraining  them  to  grant 
it  by  force  of  arms.  In  fine,  we 
find  a  manifelt  contradiction  in  not 
ceafing  to  defire  an  object,  and  yet 
failing  to  proportion  the  means  by 
which  it  is  to  be  attained  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  dangers  inter- 
poled.  The  example  of  the  invin¬ 
cible  conitancy  and  vigour  with 
which  the  enemy  exert  themfelves 
to  execute  their  plans,  ought  to 
afford  to  the  citizens  of  Germany  a 
fufficient  motive  of  emulation  to 
•xcite  them  to  the  moll  obftinate 
refillance,  and  to  the  defence  of 
their  political  and  religious  conlti- 
tution. 

After  this  faithful  difclofure  of 
•ircumfiances  we  put  it  to  your 
judgment  to  decide,  whether,  how¬ 
ever  much  we  are  difpofed  to  re- 
ftore  peace  to  the  empire,  as  foon 
*s  it  can  be  eftablifbed  on  an  ho- 
mourable  and  folid  bufis,  it  depends 
entirely  upon  us  to  grant  this  blef- 
fing  to  Germany;  whether  it  con- 
fifts  with  our  authority  as  chief  of 
the  empire  to  fanClion  a  peace  upon 
whatever  terms  Separately  concluded 
with  the  enemy  of  the  empire?  In 
fine,  whether  at  a  moment  when 
we  have  to  choofe  between  the 
difmemberment  and  the  union  of 
■  the  empire,  between  the  diflblution 
and  the  eftablifhment  of  the  confu¬ 
tation,  between  honour  and  lhame, 
whether,  in  this  critical  fituation, 
we  are  not  rather  warranted  to 
ttquire  in  the  game  of  the  country 


and  the  couftitution,  in  the  name 
of  all  the  Hates  which  have  been 
pillaged  and  laid  wafte,  in  virtue  of 
oaths  Hill  fob  filling,  and  promife* 
frequently  arid  folemnly  renewed  by 
the  electors,  princes,  and  Hates  of 
the  empire;  in  fine,  by  our  own 
example  and  the  facrifiees  which 
we  have  made  for  the  public  in- 
tereff,  whether,  we  fay,  we  are  not 
warranted  jufily  to  require  the  un¬ 
divided  co-operation  of  all  and 
every  of  the  ltates  of  the  empire  in 
the  defence  of  a  caufe  fo  juH,  and 
for  accelerating  that  peace  which 
is  fo  earneftly  defined  by  the  Ger¬ 
manic  ltates? 

If  a  difference  of  fentiment,  rna- 
nifefited  in  your  letter  of  the  end  of 
lalt  month,  was. the  caufe  to  us  of 
confiderable  anxiety,  it  was  not 
long  before  our  tranquillity  was  re- 
flored,  by  the  news  that  when  the 
dangers  of  war  approached  your 
Hates,  you  did  not  allow  yourlelf  to 
be  betrayed  by  fear,  nor  by  the 
dictates  of  a  deceitful  policy,  into 
any  unconfititutional  mealures;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  animated  by 
fentiments  of  honour,  and  by.  a 
courage  worthy  of  a  German  prince, 
you  oppofed  the  danger  with  which 
you  were  threatened  with  the  mo  fit 
effectual  means  of  refinance,  both 
by  fending  againH  the  common  em> 
my  a  great  part  of  the,  garrifon  of 
Stutgard  and  Louilburs,  and  by 
giving  in  Han  t  orders  to  put  the  mi¬ 
litia  of  Wjrtemberg  immediately  in 
motion,  who  made  a  body  of  12,000 
men,  in  general  well  difeiplined. 
Accept  upon  this  fubject  the  af- 
furances  of  our  Imperial  fatisfaCtion 
and  ffneere  regard.  Thefe  difipa- 
fftions,  fo  worthy  of  you,  inlpire 
us  with  the  confidence  that  no  con- 
fideration  will  lhake  your  fenti- 
ments ;  and  that  weighing  confcien- 
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tioufly  the  duties  which,  as  a  ft  ate 
of  the  empire,  you  have  to  dif- 
charge  to  us  and  to  the  law,  you 
will  perfift  in  your  patriotic  refolu- 
tion  to  continue,  till  the  re-elta- 
blilhment  of  a  general  peace  for  the 
empire,  to  fupport  the  common 
caufe  vvith  all  your  force.  By  thel’e 
means  you  will  not  only  lender  ef- 
iential  iervice  to  Germany,  but  to 
the  immortal  honour  of  your  houfe  : 
you  will  deferve  to  have  your  name 
enrolled  in  the  annals  of  Germany 
among  thole  princes  who  have  molt 
contributed  to  its  luftre. 


Itefolution  preftnted  to  the  Emperor 

by  the  States  of  Hungary,  in  An- 

Jicer  to  his  Majejlys  Proportions. 

THE  proportions  addreffed  on 
the  part  of  his  apoltolic  majefty  to 
the  ftates,  furnilhes  them  a  frelh 
]) roof  of  the  confidence  which  his 
majefty  always  repoled  in  the  un- 
ihaken  fidelity  of  his  faithful  Hun¬ 
garian  nation,  in  deigning  to  recol¬ 
lect  and  confirm  the  bravery  which 
their  anceltors  have  always  dif- 
played  in  fupport  of  the  auguft  houfe 
of  Auftria:  his  majefty  has  given  a 
farther  teftimony  of  his  paternal 
confidence,  in  reprefenting  to  the 
grandees  and  the  ftates  in  diet  af- 
fembled,  the  magnitude  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  the  prelent  war,  in  which  a 
deftruftive  enemy  threatens  the  he¬ 
reditary  kingdoms  and  provinces; 
the  ftates,  therefore,  animated  with 
the  example  of  their  anceftors,  have 
refolved  fully  to  realize  the  expec¬ 
tation  not  only  of  the  hereditary  do¬ 
minions,  but  of  all  Europe.  The 
ftates,  wilhing  to  follow  the  foot- 
fteps  of  their  anceftors,  will  negledt 
no  means  in  their  power  to  avert  all 
future  danger,  aud  to  compel  the 


enemy  to  make  a  peace  fuitable  to 
the  dignity  of  his  majefty,  and  to 
the  honour  of  the  nation. 

It  is  very  flattering  to  the  ftates 
that  his  majefty  deigned  not  to 
queftion  their  devotion  and  fidelity, 
when  they  have  not  long  ago  given 
affurances  at  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
which  they  made  oath  to  facrifice 
their  blood  and  their  lives  for  his 
majefty  and  the  country.  The  fame 
valour  which  infpired  their  anceftors 
in  1741  ftill  lives  in  them,  and  with 
them  alone  it  can  evfer  periftn  For 
the  purpofe  of  accomplifliing  the 
defircs  of  his  majefty,  and  to  gua-» 
rantee  religion,  the  royal  preroga¬ 
tive,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  the 
nobility,  and  of  all  other  fellow- 
citizens;  rights  which  the  enemy 
endeavours  to  deftroy ;  the  ftates 
have  refolved  to  offer  to  his  majefty, 
as  a  voluntary  contribution  for  the 
profecdtion  of  the  war,  f, 0,000  re¬ 
cruits,  all  the  necefiary  grain  for 
the  lubiiftence  of  a  force  of  340.000 
men  during  a  twelvemonth,  which 
forms  a  total  of  2,400,000  meafures 
of  Prefhurg,  and  for  80,000  horfes 
3,700,000  meafures  of  oats;  farther, 
20,000  oxen,  and  10,000  horfes; 
the  whole,  however,  without  in¬ 
fringement  of  article  36,  of  the 
year  1741. 

The  ftates  hope  that  that  auda¬ 
cious  enemy,  who  lias  lately  been 
repulled  far  beyond  our  frontiers 
by  the  victorious  armies  under  the 
command  of  his  royal  highnefs  the 
Archduke  Charles,  will  ultimately 
return  to  more  moderate  principles. 
Should  the  contrary  happen,  and 
the  enemy  perfift  in  their  exagge¬ 
rated  and  obftinate  pretentions,  and 
with  to  continue  the  war,  the  ftates 
are  well  refolved  to  take  the  field 
themfelves  to  combat  that  enemy:1: 
and  in  this  cafe  they  offer  from  this 
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moment  to  prepare  for  rifing  in  a 
mafs  for  the  future  the  whole  king¬ 
dom,  and  all  its  provinces  com¬ 
plied. 

The  ilates  conclude  by  fuppli- 
eating  his  majefty,  to  be  pleafed  to 
accept  this  offer,  which  has  for  its 
object  the  defence  of  his  lac  red 
perfon,  of  his  auguft  hotife,  and  of 
the  citizens  of  the  empire  in  ge¬ 
neral,  with  that  paternal  bounty 
which  characterizes  him;  and  that 
he  be  affured  that  the  heart  of  the 
Hungarians  is  the  fafeft  bulwark 
again  ft  every  enemy  of  the  lioufe  of 
Aultria. 


Subjiance  of  the  Cor refpondeiice  be¬ 
tween  the  Cabinet  of  Berlin  and 
the  Court  of  Vienna,  rrfpeCting 
the  Line  of  Demarcation  eftablifhed 
between  his  Pruflian  Majefty  and 
the  French  Republic. 

AN  official  note,  franfmitted  by 
M.  the  marquis  Luccheiini  to  the 
miniller  of  his  Imperial  majefty, 
acquainted  the  court  of  Vienna 
with  “  the  intention  of  the  court  of 
Berlin  to  obtain  from  his  Imperial 
majefty  his  approbation  of  meafures 
adopted  for  the  fecurity  of  that 
part  of  Germany,  by.  means  of  an 
armed  neutrality,  announcing  to 
him  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
lecurity  of  thefe  countries  was  the 
motive  in  which  the  meafures  re¬ 
ferred  to  had  originated.” 


Subjiance  of  the  Reply  made  to  the 
above  Note  by  the  Court  of  Vie  nna. 

HIS  Imperial  majefty,  asfupreme 
head  of  the  empire,  cannot  doubt 
that  the  ltates  are  obliged  to  con¬ 
cur  in  a  war,  rendered  neceilary 


from  the  preffiure  of  cireumftances,. 
and  formally  declared  with  all  their 
force,  lbr  the  common  defence* 
This  obligation  is  derived  from  the 
principle  of  individual  and  general 
feeurity,  which  is  the  molt  lac  red 
and  the  mo  ft  eflen'dai  balls  of  every 
conftitution.  it  is  in  a  particular 
manner  blended  with  the  Jubilance 
of  the 'Germanic  conftitution,  and  is 
recognized  by  Several  of  its  laws  in 
the  moil  poll  live  terms. 

Such  is  the  refult  dictated  by  the 
fpirit  of  our  conftitution,  which  fu!>- 
jedls  all  the  refpective  Hates,  and 
all  the  means  of  defence,  to  the 
general  controul  of  the  Sovereign 
power  of  the  Germanic  empire. 
Such  is  the  refult  of  the  oath  of 
fealty,  which  the  electors,  princes, 
and  ltates  of  the  empire,  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  the  foe  ml  bond,  take  in 
their  capacity  of  vaftals,  by  which 
they  fwear  actively  to  concur  in 
every  Hep  which  can  tend  to  the 
honour,  to  the  advantage,  and  to 
the  profperity  of  his  Imperial  ma¬ 
jefty  and  of  the  empire;  and  which, 
by  confequence,  im poles  upon  them 
an  obligation  to  fecond,  with  all 
their  might,  the  meafures  adopted 
by  the  chief  and  the  Hates  of  the 
empire,  to  avert  the  danger  which 
threatens  them  with  total  deftruc- 
tion. 

Iiis  Imperial  majefty  fees  with 
pain,  that  the  appearances  of  the 
war  by  no  means  anfwer  the  ex¬ 
pectation  which  lie  had  been  led  to 
entertain;  but  in  considering  the 
fundamental  laws  of  every  well- 
organized  conftitution,  and  the  prin¬ 
ciples  recognized  in- the  moft  politive 
terms  in  the  laws  of  the  empire, 
full  of  anxiety  for  the  good  of  the 
country,  his  majefty  cannot  refrain 
from  manifesting  a  defire  that  the 
corps,  afiembHd  at  a  c rifts  the  mots 
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alarm  11,7  end  tlie  moll  dangerous, 

may  be  employed  rather  in  aiding 
a  moll  juii  defence,  hv  oppofing  the 
common  enemy,  than  in  Hopping 
an  invvdion  itill  at  a  diftance,  and 
of  which  we  apprehend  only  the 
poffibility. 

Tliefe  meafures  of  fecurity,  con- 
fidered  in  themfelves,  do  not  appear 
to  be  contrary  to  the  bafis  and  the 
fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  provided 
that  the  arrangements,  for  the  fa'le- 
ty  and  the  particular  defence  of  the 
north  of  Germany,  are  not  founded 
upon  illegal  impofitions;  and  pro¬ 
vided  they  are  not  employed  to 
fandion  the  uneonftitutional  pretext 
of  freeing  them  from  the  obliga¬ 
tions  binding  upon  them  by  the 
regifter  of  the  refolu lions  of  the 
empire,  decreed  for  the  purpofe  of 
the  general  fecurity  of  Germany. 

If  his  Imperial  majefty,  011  the 
prefent  occahon  were  to  grant  to 
this  meafure  of  fecurity,  as  it  is 
termed  in  the  circular  letter  of  the 
I  buffi  an  mini  Her,  in  the  letters  of 
convocation,  and  in  the  declarations 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  king, 
an  unlimited  approbation,  all  who 
fhould  compare  it  with  the  tenor  of 
the  decree  of  ratification  of  the  29th 
of  July-,  1795,  would  accufe  him  of 
adopting  contradictory  meafures, 
and  of  making  an  arbitrary  ufe  of 
his  power  as  head  of  the  empire, 
fince  the  laws  renewed  in  the  pre- 
fent  war  forbid  the  dates  to  fepa- 
rate,  on  any  occafion,  from  the 
general  affoeiation,  and  any  arma¬ 
ment  under  the  title  of  an  armed 
neutrality,  during  the  continuance 
of  a  war  of  the  empire,  and  inter- 
did  them,  in  the  mod  pofitive  man¬ 
ner,  from  arbitralily  renouncing  ob¬ 
ligations  formerly  impofed  upon 
them  for  the  common  defence. 


His  Imperial  majefty,  in  virtue  of 
the  die  red  duties  impofed  upon  him 
by  his  high  -office  as  fupreme  head 
of  the  empire,  on  the  other  hand, 
being  called  upon  to  defend  the 
rights  of  the  Germanic  conftitution 
againft  every  ftep  and  every  prin¬ 
ciple  incompatible  with  their  lately, 
to  prefefve  to  the  empire,  and  to 
every  particular  ftate,  its  immuni¬ 
ties  entire,  and  to  guard  them 
againft  the  prejudices  which  may 
anfe  from  tbele  meafures,  will  be 
difpofed  in  the  mean  time  to  grant 
them  his  approbation,  if  they  are 
confined  to  the  legal  defence  of  the 
countries,  and  if  they  do  not  depart 
from  the  principles,  the  forms,  and 
the  obligations,  preferibed  by  the 
laws  and  the  conftitution. 


Tenor  of  the  Letters  of  Convocation 
addrejfed  by  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
as  Duke  of  Magdebourg,  and  of 
the  Duke  of  Bnmfwick,  as  Co. 
Director  of  the  Circle  of  Lower 
Saxony,  to  the  different  States 
defined  to  enjoy  the  Advantages 
of  the  Neutrality. 

We,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Frederic 
William,  King  of  Pruffia,  6cc. 
Charles  William,  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wick,  6c c. 

THE  apprehenfion  of  a  fpeedy 
opening  of  a  new  campaign  with 
France,  and  the  new  dangers  to 
which  Germany  will  be  expofed  by 
the  chance  of  a  war  that  has  al¬ 
ready  been  fo  fatal  to  her,  have  de¬ 
termined  us,  the  king,  in  confe- 
quence  of  our  folicitude  and  pa¬ 
triotic  attachment,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  pacific  relations  which 
we  maintain  with  France,  to  distri¬ 
bute 
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ute  as  much  as  poflible  to  our  co¬ 
llates  of  the  north,  the  ineftimable 
Idling  of  repofe  and  fecyrity  from 
he  troubles  and  misfortunes  of  war; 
hat  is  to  fay,  as  far  as  thefe  ftates 
dll  on  their  part  accord  with  our 
itentions,  which  are  of  general 
tility.  To  this  end  negotiations 
ave  already  been  entered  into  with 
he  French  government,  relative  to 
new  line  of  neutrality,  and  in 
rder  to  be  able  with  the  more 
fficacy  to  allure  that  neutrality, 
nd  to  afford  protection  and  fafety 
3  the  ftates  comprifed  within  it, 
«»,  the  king,  are  ready  to  march  a 
enfiderable  army;-  and  we,  the 
uke,  have  alfo  taken  a  refolution 
o  reinforce  that  army  with,  our 
roops,  the  electoral  court  of 
Irunfwick  Lunenburg  having  alfo 
lanifefted  the  fame  intentions, 
hefe  combined  troops  being  there- 
)re  to  proteCt  the  neutrality  of  the 
orth  of  Germany,  it  is  as  juft  as  it 
>  abfolutely  indifpenfable,  that  they 
u>uld  be  provided  and  provifioned 
y  the  ftates  which  (hall  enjoy  this 
dvantage,  and  that  each,  indivi- 
nally,  Should  haften  in  proportion 
3  its  means,  to  procure  them  the 
eceffary  provifions.  But  this  ob- 
requires,  on  account  of  the 
rgency  of  circumftances,  the  moft 
3eedy  difpofitions.  The  moft  pro- 
er  means  for  attain! hs  this  end  is 
y  the  convocation  of  a  common 
nd  extraordinary  affembly  of  all 
he  Upper  States  of  the  Circles  of 
.ower  Saxony,  with  the  States  of 
he  Lower  Rhine  and  of  Weftpha- 
la,  as  well  as  of  the  other  States 
hat  (hall  be  comprifed  in  the  line 
f  neutrality,  in  order  that  we  may 
ifi  able  to  deliberate  upon  this  fub- 
eft,  and  to  regulate  the  diftribution 
f  the  maintenance  of  the  troops 
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upon  an  equitable  footing,  propor* 
tioned  to  the  faculties  of  each  ftate 
for  on  the  fpeedy  furniftiing  of  th® 
objects  neceffary  for  this  mainte¬ 
nance  will  alone  depend  the  mainte” 
nance  of  the  common  fafety  of  the 
north  of  Germany. 

Thofe,  therefore,  whofe  territory' 
is  comprifed  in  the  faid  line  of 
neutrality,  and  which,  confequently, 
will  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  pro¬ 
tection,  being  principally  implicated 
in  this  cafe,  we  hasTe,  in  our  quality 
of  prince  and  director  of  the  Circle 
of  Lower  Saxony,  addreffed  to  them 
conjointly  the  prelent  Letter  of 
Con  vocation,  „in  order  to  invite  them 
to  affemble,  by  their  deputies,  fur- 
niftied  with  the  neceflary  inftruCtions 
on  the  2oth  of  the  month  of  June, 
in  the  town  of  Hildefheim.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  they  acknow¬ 
ledge,  in  its  full  extent,  the  urgency 
of  the  cafe,  and  of  the  actual  con¬ 
junctions,.  .  as  well  as  of  the  im¬ 
portance  it  is  to  procure  to  the 
north  of  Germany  fecurity  and 
repofe ;  and  that  in  confequence 
they  will  adhere  and  contribute 
every  thing  that  can  attain  the 
common  end,  fufticiently  in  time  to 
avoid  being  furprifed  by  danger. 

We,  the  king,  /hall  depute  to  the 
common  affembly  of  the  States,  our 
privy  counfellor  Von  Dohm,  di¬ 
rectorial  minifter  to  the  Circle  of 
the  Lower  Rhine  and  Weftphalia, 
and  plenipotentiary  to  the  electoral 
court  of  Cologne,  furnifhed  with 
neceffary  powers ;  arid  we  entreat, 
very  amicably,  this  affembly  to  give 
from  this  time  faith  and  confidence 
to  all  that  he  may  propole  on  our 
part,  upon  the  fubjeCt  ot  the  affairs 
in  queftion. 

April  2-2. 

?  X  Royal 
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Royal  P ruffian  Edift* 

Frederick  William,  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  did, 

WE  have  fignified  to  the  am- 
baffador  of  the  French  republic, 
Caillard,  by  a  note  from  our  cabinet 
mini ftry,  that  we  will  permit  fuch 
national  Frenchmen,  who  refide  in 
our  dominions  as  our  temporary 
f objects,  ( Subditi  temporarii J  and 
who  have  real  right  to  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  French  nation,  and  with 
to  preferve  thofe  rights,  to  get  their 
names  inscribed  in  a  regifter  which 
will  be  opened  for  that  purpofe  by 
the  laid  ambaftador,  but  in.  fuch  a 
manner,  that  all  thofe  fubjects  (ball, 
the  fame  as  before,  remain  our  tem¬ 
porary  fubjects,  ( Subditi  temporarii ) 
that  they  likewife  (hall  fubmit  to 
our  laws,  ordinances,  and  jurifdic- 
tion,  and  not  make  the  lead  preten- 
fions  to  any  immunities  granted  by 
the  law  of  nations  only  to  ambaffa- 
dors,  and  the  perfons  actually  be¬ 
longing  to  embafties. 

We  have  further  given  orders  to 
inform  the  faid  Caillard,  that  the 
national  Frenchmen,  qualified  as 
above,  are  at  liberty  to  wear  the 
French  national  cockade  in  our 
dominions,  but  the  wearing  of  the 
faid  cockade  is  hereby  rigidly  for¬ 
bidden  to  all  other  perfons.  It 
therefore  refults.  from  thefe  pre- 
mi  fes:  v 

1 .  That  the  wearing  of  the  cock¬ 
ade  fhall  be  confined  to  Frenchmen 
or  the  afore-mentioned  defcription, 
together  with  the  ambafi'ador,  and 
the  perfons  belonging  to  the  em- 
bafty. 

2.  That  national  Frenchmen  (hall 
all  be  entitled  to  have  their"  names 
regiheredj  the  regiitenng  to  relate 


rlSTER,  1796. 

only  to  their  connexion  ,  with 
France,  and  to  leave  them  fubjeCh, 
as  before,  to  our  laws,  ordinances, 
and  jurifdidion,  as  our  temporary 
fubjeCts. 

3.  That  all  perfons  belonging  to 
the  French  colonies  eftabliftred  in 
our  dominions;  farther,  all  French¬ 
men  in  our  fervice,  by  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance  and  duty,  even  if  they  do 
aot  belong  to  the  above-mentioned 
colonies;  as  likewife  all  thofe  in 
general  who  are  defcribed  by  thi* 
article  as  our  perpetual  fubjeCtg, 
( Subditi  per petui)  (hall  not  have  a 
right  to  have  their  names  infcribed 
in  that  regifter,  or  to  wear  the 
French  national  cockade. 

Berlin ,  1 6  July. 


Declaration  of  the  King  of  Pruftia* 
put  againfi  the  Gates  of  the  City 
of  Nuremburg,  July  5. 

MIS  Majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
our  mod  gracious  lord,  makes 
known  by  this  public  notice  to  all 
magifterial  peFions,  burghers,  and 
fubjetfts,  and  mo  ft  gracioufly  de¬ 
clares,  that  in  taking  pofl'eftion,  by 
virtue  of  the  judgments  of  the  Aulic 
council  of  the  empire,  given  in  the  ! 
years  1583  and  1587,  refpedting 
his  territorial  fovereignty,  as  far  as- 
the  gates  of  the  imperial  city  of 
Nuremburg. — all  private  properly 
(hall  remain  inviolate :  no  perfoi* 
be  oppofed  in  the  exercife  of  hia 
well-acquired  rights  and  privileges, 
but  that  he  rather  (hall  be  pro¬ 
tected  therein  by  hi3  majefty;.  and 
every  poffeflion  (hall  quietly  remain 
in  the  enjoyment  of  aH  territorial 
and  feudal  impolls  and  duties.. 

His  Majefty  will  only  exercif* 
the  rights  of  fo  vereignty,  to  him  be¬ 
longing,. 
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longing,  and  grant  farther  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fuburbs  of  Nu- 
remburg,  his  fovereign  afliirance, 
that  they  and  thofe  who  belong  to 
them,  tba.ll  he  exempt  from  all  mi¬ 
litary  duty  and  levy. 

In  other  refpects,  every  one  is 
hereby  cautioned  to  demean  himfelf 
quietly  and  calmly,  and  to  ihew  the 
more  refpeft  to  the  military,  as 
they  will  obferve  the  heft  difci- 
pline  on  their  part,  and  avoid  every 
excefs. 

By  his  majefty ’s  moft  gracious 
and  fpecial  command, 

IIardenberg. 

Anfpach,  July  3 d,  179 6. 

l - 

Nuremburg ,  Augujl  16. 
Submiffon  of  the  Imperial  City  of 
Nuremburg,  to  the  King  o/'Prulfia. 

OUR  magiftrates  have,  under 
the  prefent  circumftances,  applied 
to  the  Pruftian  rriinifter  of  ftate, 
Baron  Von  Hardenherg,  teftifying 
to  his  excellency  the  general  with 
of  the  citizens  to  live  in  future  un¬ 
der  the  beneficent  laws  of  his  Pruf- 
fian  majefty.  His  excellency  did 
not  hefitate  to  intercede  for  us  with 
the  French  commander  in  chief, 
general  Jourdan,  to  obtain  a  fixed 
contribution  in  lieu  of  all  requifi- 
tions,  which  has  been  granted  ac¬ 
cordingly  until  the  pleafure  of  the 
French  directory  (hall  be  known. 
In  other  refpefts,  Baron  Von  Har- 
denberg  made  anfwer  to  our  depu¬ 
ties,  that  it  was  beneath  the  dignity 
of  his  fovereign  to  take  advantage 
of  our  prefent  fituation,  that  his 
majefty  would  defer  making  known 
to  us  his  real  fentiments  till  we 
lhall  be  fully  at  liberty  to  announce 
our  withes  according  to  the  forms 
of  our  prefent  confututior*. 


Official  Note  of  Count  Bernftorff, 
Danifli  Minifter  of  State, 

THE  fyftem  of  his  Danifti  ma¬ 
jefty,  uninfluenced  by  paflions  and 
prejudices,  is  merely  governed  by 
reafon  and  truth,  and  conftantly 
fuch  modifications  are  adopted  as 
are  rendered  both  juft  and  unavoid¬ 
able  by  the  obvious  change  in  the 
pofture  of  public  affairs.  So  long 
as  no  other  than  a  revolutionary 
government  exifted  in  France,  his 
majefty  could  not  acknowledge  the 
minifter  of  that  government ;  but 
now  that  the  French  conftitution  is 
completely  organized,  and  a  regular 
government  eftabliftied  in  France, 
his  majefty's  obligation  ceafes  in 
that  refpebt,  and  M.  Grouvelle  will 
therefore  be  acknowledged  in  the 
ufual  form.  For  the  reft,  this  ftep 
remains  an  infulated  meafure,  being 
neither  more  nor  lefts  than  the  na¬ 
tural  confequence  of  circumftances, 
and  an  additional  proof  of  the  com¬ 
plete  and  truly  impartial  neutrality 
of  the  king. 

February ,  1796. 


Citizen  Grouvelle,  Minifier  Flenipo - 
tentiary  from  the  French  Republic 
in  Denmark,  to  his  Excellency 
Count  de  Bernftorff,  D Unifier  of 
the  Council  of  State  to  his  Danifti 
Majefty ,  and  of  the  Department 
for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Copenhagen ,  27  Ventofe , 

4 th  Year  of  the  Republic, 
THE  German  papers,  fir,  have 
inferted  the  extract  of  an  inftrue- 
tion,  which  appears  to  have  been 
addreffed  in  a  circular  manner  by 
you  to  the  minifters  of  Denmark, 
at  the  different  courts,  and  which 
concerns  the  refolutions  adopted  by 
his  majefty,  to  give  to  the  character 
*  Y  2  of 
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of  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the 
French  republic,  in  which  character 
I  have  refided  for  two  years  and  a 
half  at  this  cour%  a  fuitable  pub¬ 
licity  by  admitting  me  to  a  private 
audience.  I  have  every  reafon  to 
confider  this  extract  as  authentic, 
and  in  this  character  I  feel  mylelf 
hound  to  addrefs  you.  Of  whatever 
reflections  the  principle  and  fpirit 
of  that  extract  may  be  fufceptible, 
my  defign  is  not  to  comment  upon 
it  all.  The  government,  whofe  re- 
prefentative  l  am,  poffeffes,  as  well 
as  myfelf,  a  fcrupulous  refpect 
for  the  independence  of  govern¬ 
ments,  and  even  a  regard  for  their 
private  convenience.  The  tyranni¬ 
cal'  and  intriguing  fyftem  of  alking 
on  every  fubject  official  explana¬ 
tions,  would  be  as  contrary  to  their 
principles  as  to  my  own  character. 
To  make  an  incident  of  a  phrafe,  to 
attach  a  diplomatic  importance  to 
®a*ch  word,  to  render  the  flighted 
Ciifcuflfon  perfonal,  to  feufon  with 
arrogance  the  ennui  of  a  laborious 
epiftolary  controverfy,  is .  a  part 
which  we  have  lately  feen  played 
by  certain  agents,  who  quarrel  for 
want  of  bufinefs,  who  know  not 
bow  to  ferve  their  courts,  but  by 
intuiting  others,  and  who  reprdent 
nothing  more  than  the  vices  of 
their  nations;  ridicule  and  contempt 
are  attached  to  them;  their  ex¬ 
ample  is  fit  to  be  recollected,  only 
becaufe  it  is  proper  to  be  avoided. 
As  the  French  republic  makes  it 
her  glory  to  follow  a  contrary  fyf¬ 
tem  to  that  of  the  powers  who 
acknowledge  fuch  minifters,  I  ho¬ 
nour  myfelf  for  being  a  contrail;  to 
them  in  all  mv  proceedings. 

But,  fir,  I  cannot  difpenfe  with 
fixing  my  attention  upon  the  cou- 
.eluflwr  of  the  extract  of  your  in¬ 
teraction  above  mentioned;  ami  ko- 
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ing  that  the  refult  is  announced  in 
terms  which,  bv  their  too  general 
acceptation,  may  lead  to  abulive 
interpretation,  I  have  thought  that 
it  is  neceflary  to  have  an  amicabl® 
uhderftanding  with  you. 

In  fpeaking  of  my  admiffion,  and 
of  the  public  acknowledgment  of 
my  character,  you  fay,  that  this 
ftep  is  infulated,  and  means  nothing 
hut  what  it  is  in  itfelf.  Do  you  not 
apprehend  that  the,  difaffeCted  will 
lee,  in  this  mode  of  expreffion,  a 
fort  of  reflriclion,  of  implicit  re- 
ferve;  that  they  may  go  fo  far  as 
to  fuppofe  that  it  alludes,  to  I  know 
not  what  other  declaration  or  ante¬ 
rior  meafure  which  may  have  been 
adopted  to  the  fame  courts  to  which 
your  minifters  may  have  held  this 
official  language ? —That  even  attri¬ 
buting  the  publication  to  you,  they 
may  give  a  fort  of  credit  to  the 
inductions?  Undoubtedly  you  will 
fee  with  pain  that  the  public  re¬ 
ceives  them;  for  however  forced 
they  may  be,  they  injure  the  idea 
which  the  court  of  Denmark  willies 
always  to  'give  of  the  franknefs  of 
its  proceedings.  That  after  having  ■- 
fo  long  delayed  a  meafure,  become- 
neceflary  to  her  own  confideration, 
as  well  as  to  the  dignity  of  th#  f 
republic*  flie  might  be  again  fuf- 
peCted  of  wifliing  to  deltroy  the 
good  effect  lecretly,  and  to  weaken 
whatever  advantage  the  meafure 
might  produce  to  France.  Would 
not  this  be  a  real  inconvenience  ?  I 
only  with  to  point  out  what  in  this 
concerns  your  own  reputation. 

On  the  other  hand,  fir,  the 
French  government,  now  e/tablilhed 
on  a  nevv  conftitution,  refumes  its 
rank  among  the  other  European 
powers.  It  will  of  courfe  be  ex¬ 
tremely  cautious  not  to  incur  the 
charge  of  meonhfuncy,.  nor  to  fuller 

ail/ 
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my  (lain  to  attach  on  its  dignity, 
nor,  in  any  refpeft,  to  lundtion  by 
injustice  the  detraction  of  its  ca¬ 
lumniators.  The  government  well 
know  the  influence  of  public  opi¬ 
nion,  and  will  not  fail  to  let  thein- 
felves  right  in  the  etiimation  of  the 
world,  when  their  adverlaries  are 
buiily  employed  in  corrupting  it. 

Although  they  feel  themielves  far 
fuperior  to  flattery  and  often tation, 
nid  direCt  all  their  operations  with 
that  confidence  which  aril’es  from 
the  wifdom  of  their  councils,  and 
the  energy  of  their  meafures;  yet, 
the  value  they  fet  upon  their  con¬ 
nection  with  Denmark,  renders  it 
knpoffible  for  them  to  behold  with 
an  eye  of  indifference,  a  circum- 
rtance  which  conveys  a  harfh  reflec¬ 
tion  on  their  conekiCt.  The  abide 
hat  might  be  made  of  your  note, 
^ave  them  much  concern,  and  it 
vas  with  extreme  fatisfaCdon  that 
they  received  a  teftimony  of  the 
'eCtitude  of  your  intentions.  A 
loyal  government  ftoo}  s  not  to  a 
iifavowal,  becaufe  it  afferts  nothing 
jut  the  truth.  A  wife  government 
aught  to  contemn  falfe  reports,  but 
a  benevolent  government,  or  only 
an  impartial  one,  will  not  rejeCt 
yvertures  to  an  explanation,  elpe- 
daliy  if  it  is  demanded  with  ami¬ 
cable  views. 

It  is  with  this  view7,  fir,  that  I 
now  difeharge  this  imp  or  taint  duty, 
a  duty  which,  though  painful,  is 
ftill  neceffary  to  prevent  an  inter¬ 
ruption  of  the  exifting  harmony 
between  our  refpeClive  l'rates,  which 
aught  to  be  united  more  clofely 
than  ever.  If  peribna!  confidera- 
tion  were  of  any  weight,  I  Ihould 
give  my  opinion  that  this  is  not  an 
unimportant  objeCl;  and  perhaps  the 
occurrences,  which  preceded  my 
fcdtfuftion,  were  not  of  the  moil 
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conciliatory  nature,  and  may  pro¬ 
duce  l’ome  embarraflinents  in  the 
event,  at  leaft  with  refped  to  this 
court.  The  lit  ft  obfervation  I  1‘ub- 
mit  to  your  witdom,  and  the  latter 
remark  to  your  delicacy- 
(Signed)  Q  rout  ell  e« 


Anfwer  of  Count  Bernftoiff. 

Sir, 

I  AM  very  ienftble  and  grateful 
for  the  fentiments  exprefted  in  the 
letter  which  1  have  had  the  honour 
to  receive  from  you.  They  increase 
my  efteem,  and  though  I  cannot 
add  any  thing  to  that  which  I  have 
verbally  pronounced  to  you,  I  enter 
with  plealure  into  your  willies;  and 
I  do  not  lie  fit  ate  to  give  you  friendly 
explanations,  even  on  the  objects 
which  do  not  admit  of  niinifterial 
dilculfions.  The  inftrudtions  which 
I  gave  to  fome  ot  the  king's  mini- 
l'ters  at  dillerent  foreign  courts  are 
of  this  kind:  it  is  become  public 
without  our  knowledge;  it  is  no¬ 
thing  like  a  declaration  to  thefe 
courts..  We  have. made  .no  declara¬ 
tion;  i-t  is  a  fim pie  official  ioftruc- 
tion,  only  defigued  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  thole  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dreffed,  and  which .  relates  to  the 
anterior  eprrelpondence,  and  which 
breathing  only  the  juftice  rendered 
to  the  prefen  t  French  confutation, 
could  not  furely  involve  ’'  us  ’in  a 
difpute,  with  he.r,  but  rather  with 
thole  who  do  not  dove  that  confuta¬ 
tion.  This  is  lb  clearly  evident, 
that  I  fliould  only  weaken  it  by 
further  explanation. 

\  oil  know,  bdidcs,  that  your  ad- 
million  has  been  without  the  fmall- 
elt  referee,  abfolutely  in  the  ulual 
and  molt  foie  mu  forms  tha.tr  we 
know.  We  never  do  things  by 
-  3  halves, 
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halves,  and  as  you  are  witnefs  of  our 
conduX  and  proceedings,  I  ftiould 
love  to  choofe  you  yourfelf  as  judge, 
and  I  depend  upon  your  impartia¬ 
lity.  In  the  fame  manner  I  entreat 
you  to  believe  in  the  high  confide- 
ration  with  which  I  am.  Sec. 

Bernstorff. 

Copenhagen ,  March  19,  1796. 

.^■■iniXii  a  .  «»  im  ■  »»  '  *'  ' "  ■“*"  * 

Copy  of  a  Df patch  from  Count  Of- 
terman,  Chancellor  to  the  Emprefs 
of  Ruffia,  to  M.  Bulzow,  Ruffian 
Charge  d* Affaires  at  Madrid,  da* 
-fed  Peteilburgh,  December  25, 
1796. 

Sir, 

THE  emprefs  was  already  in¬ 
formed,  through  the  public  prints, 
of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded 
between  Spain  and  the  French,  and 
the  unpleafant  fenfations  which  this 
unexpected  and  difagreeable  tranf- 
aXion  had  produced  in  her  imperial 
majefty’s  mind,  were  greatly  in- 
creafed  when  this  intelligence  was 
confirmed  by  the  minifier  of  his 
catholic  majefiy.  The  emprefs, 
however,  has  during  the  new  con¬ 
nexion  which  fo  happily  fubfifts 
between  her  and  his  catholic  ma- 
jefly,  met  with  too  many  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  learning  the  true  fen- 
timents  of  that  prince,  not  to  be 
Thoroughly  convinced  that  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  mod  imperious  cir- 
cumffances  can  alone  have  deter¬ 
mined  him  to  aX  in  direX  oppofi- 
tion  to  his  principles.  No  doubt  it 
has  been  for  him  a  talk  infinitely 
hard,  to  enter  into  negotiations 
with  t.hofe,  who  with  their  own 
hands  murdered  the  chief  of  his  il- 
lnftrious  family,  and  to  conclude  a 
peace  with  thofe  didurbers  of  the 
$tanqmi;Ry  and  fafety  of  all  Eu¬ 


rope.  No  one  knows  better  than 
her  imperial  majelly  to  value  and 
appreciate  all  the  difficulties  and 
©bftacles,  which  his  catholic  ma- 
jeby  mud  have  had  to  furmount, 
before  he  could  prevail  upon  himfelf 
to  adopt  a  meafure,  which  to  all 
appearance  has  been  brought  about 
through  the  mod  urgent  neceffity 
and  the  mod  threatening  danger. 

Her  imperial  majedy  being  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  the  motives 
which  can  have  determined  his  ca¬ 
tholic  majedy  thus  to  infulate  his 
intered  from  that  of  the  coalition, 
cannot  but  perfevere  in  the  opinion, 
that  notwithdanding  this  hidden 
change,  his  catholic  majedy  will 
continue  fincerely  to  intereft  himfelf 
in  the  fuccefs  of  the  operations  of 
the  evangelic  powers ;  and  fo  far 
from  throwing  any  obdacle  in  the 
way  of  the  new  meafures  which 
thofe  powers  may  find  it  neceffary 
to  purfue,  rather  fupport  them  by 
every  means,  which  the  fydem  of 
neutrality  he  may,  perhaps,  think 
proper  to  adopt,  does  not  preclude. 

His  catholic  majedy  cannot  yet 
have  forgotten  the  high  importance 
of  the  caufe  for  which  the  coalef- 
ced  po’wers  are  contending — to  re-  ? 
bore  order  and  tranquillity,  to  lead 
the  nations  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their 
duty,  and  to  ffiield  all  Europe  from 
the  mod  dangerous  infeXion.  Thefe 
are  the  important  motives  which 
have  induced  the  coalefced  powers 
to  unite  their  counfels,  and  exert 
their  joint  efforts  to  render  them 
triumphant. 

It  is  for  this  purpofe,  that  the 
three  courts  have  juft  now,  by 
means  of  alolemn  treaty  of  alliance, 
ftrengthened  the  ties  by  which  they 
were  united.  Their  reciprocal  in-  ■ 
tered  is  therefore  fo  intimately  con? 
neXed  and  interwoven,  and  their 

determiijatiop 
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determination  fo  firm,  that  it  would 
be  impoflible  to  obftrudt  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  one  of  them,  without  for¬ 
cing  the  others  moft  warmly  to  em¬ 
brace  his  Cuufe.  Of  this  delcnp- 
tion  is  efpecially  the  fituation  of 
her  imperial  majefty  with  rei'peft  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain;  lb  that 
in  cafe  of  need,  her  imperial  ma¬ 
jefty  would  be  obliged  to  ailift  and 
iupport  him  to  the  utmoft  extent  of 
her  power,  but  for  tun  tely  luch  con¬ 
nections  fubfift  between  his  catholic 
majefry  and  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  in  confequcnce  of  feveral  trea¬ 
ties  renewed  in  the  year  1793,  as 
can  never  ceafe  to  be  dear  to  his 
catholic  majefty,  and  neither  the 
conveniency  nor  ufefulnefs  of  which 
can  have  been  leftened  by  a  change 
of  affairs  produced  by  the  moft  im¬ 
perious  circumftanees. 

This  important  confederation,  in 
addition  to  that  which  proceeds 
from  the  favourable  difpolition  of 
his  catholic  majefty  towards  the 
common  caufe,  cannot  but  render 
her  imperial  majefty  perfectly  eafy 
with  refpedt  to  the  conduct  which 
his  catholic  majefty  is  likely  to 
purfue.  Her  imperial  majefty  is 
of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  both 
candid  and  fmcere,  and  it  wonld  be 
painful  for  her  to  fuppofe,  that  in 
any  cafe  whatever,  his  catholic  ma¬ 
jefty  could  favour  meafures,  tend¬ 
ing  to  obftru<ft  and  oppofe  the 
avowed  purpoles  of  the  three  allied 
courts* 

You,  fir,  will  adopt  the  moft 
proper  means  officially  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  the  miniftry  of  his  catholic 
majefty  the  tenor  of  this  difpatch, 
and  to  make  it  the  fubjebt  of  a  con¬ 
ference  you  are  to  requeft  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace. 

(Signed)  Count  Osteuwan. 


The  Atifwer  of  his  Excellency  the 

Prince  of  Peace  to  JY1 .  de  Bulzow, 

dated  Santa  Cruz,  March  17, 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter 

of  the  22d  of  February,  with  a 

copy  of  the  difpatch,  which  you, 

fir,  have  received  from  vour  court 

* 

by  the  lafit  courier  from  London, 
and  mult  return  you  in  anfwer, 
that  the  king,  my  matter,  has  with 
much  pleafure  learned  the  friendly 
terms,  in  which,  on  the  part  of  her 
imperial  majeltv,  he  has  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  dole  alliance 
concluded  with  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  London,  which  certainly  cannot 
have  been  the  relult  of  the  eircum- 
fiances  which  exifted  in  Poland,  at 
the  time  when  the  forces  of  her 
imperial  majefty  might  have  been 
employed  at  a  point,  where  all 
thole  monarchs  who  united  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  exiftence,  and 
the  mutual  fupport  of  their  rights, 
rallied.  At  that  period,  the  king, 
my  matter,  gave  the  ftrongeft  proofs 
of  his  grief  at- the  misfortune  of  a 
beloved  coufin,  and  forefaw  that  his 
dominions  were  drawing  near  that 
univerlal  corruption,  which  refults 
from  madnefs  without  bounds.  He 
waged  war  again!!  tyrants,  but  wa's 
unable  to  learn  who  they  were,  for 
he  did  not  know,  following  the  ca¬ 
pricious  dictates  of  their  levity,  who 
were  the  good  Frenchmen  that  de¬ 
fended  the  caufe  oi  their  king.  He 
was  only  able  to  difcern,  that  hut  a 
few,  victims  of  their  fenfe  of  ho¬ 
nour,  were  his  true  adherents,  who 
followed  him  to  the  grave.  The 
defire  of  the  king,  my  mafter,  was, 
however,  fo  earneft,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  ill-founded  hopes  held 
out  by  the  combined  powers,  he 
*  Y  4  profccuted 
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profecuted  the  moll  vigorous  and 
moil  expenlive  war.  There  was  no 
•fovereign  but  the  king  endeavoured 
to  prevail  upon,  by  the  moll  advan¬ 
tageous  propofals,  to  join  his  ma- 
jelty;  notwithllanding  this  requelt 
was  addreffed  to  the  emprefs  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  fmce  the  laft  months 
of  1791,  and  during  the  year  1792, 
by  M.  de  Galvez,  Spaniflr  minifter 
in  Ruffia,  and  M.  de  Zinowief,  who 
refided  in  the  fame  quality  at  Ma¬ 
drid,  but  efpecially  in  October  1792, 
and  December  1793,  when  M.  de 
Amat,  then  Spanilh  charge  d'affaires 
at  Peterfburgh,  and  foon  after  M. 
de  Oris,  minifter  of  his  catholic 
majelty,  had  long  conferences  on 
•  this  fubjeCt,  the  former  with  count 
Ofterman,  and  the  latter  with  count 
Befborodko.  Notwithllanding  all 
this,  there  did  not  exill  the  leall 
circumltance  which  promifed  an 
aCtive  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  emprefs,  nor  does  it  appear  that 
the  occupation  of  Poland  could 
have  prevented  her  from  co-opera¬ 
ting  in  favour  of  the  common 
caufe.  It  was  under  thefe  circmn- 
ilances  that  the  king,  my  mafter, 
no  doubt  from  fear  and  appreheri- 
fion  of  finifter  confequences  for  his 
kingdom,  refolved  to  make  peace, 
convinced,  that  if  he  were  left  with¬ 
out  affiltanee  in  the  war,  that  fup- 
port,  which  might  be  promifed  him 
for  the  attainment  of  peace,  would 
prove  Hill  lefs  efficacious.  This  is 
xhe  true  fituation  of  Spain,  and  his 
catholic  majefty  obliges  himfelf  to 
fulfil  whatever  he  has  promifed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  common  caufe,  in 
which  at  the  fame  time  he  mull, 
for  the  future,  decline  participation 
in  any  meafure,  which  has  no  certain 
$nd  confiftent  object. 

(Signed) 

Tub  Prince  qe  Peace. 


Note  fent  by  Baron  de  Budberg,, 
Charge  d' Affaires  from  Ruffia,  at 
Stockholm,  to  the  Foreign  Mini - 
fers,  relative  to  the  non-admijjion 
of  M.  de  Schwerin,  who  went  to 
Peterlburg  for  the  Purpofe  of  no- 
tifying  the  Marriage  about  to  fain' 
place  between  his  Swedilh  Majejhf 
and  the  Princefs  of  Mecklenburg 
Schwerin. 

THE  Emprefs  having  given  or¬ 
ders  to  M.  the  count  d’Ollerman, 
to  acquaint  the  Swedilh  ambaffador, 
that  the  million  of  M.  de  Schwerin 
not  being  agreeable  to  her  Hiajelty, 
he  could  not  be  admitted;  the 
charge  d’affaires  (M.  de  Budberg) 
has  received  orders  to  declare  that 
the  motive  of  this  refufal  was 
founded  as  much  on  the  unfriendly 
proceeding  of  the  regent,  as  on  the 
principles  of  his  political  conduct 
with  regard  to  Ruffia.  Both  the 
one  and  the  other  being  diametri¬ 
cally  oppolite  to  thofe  ties  of  affec¬ 
tion,  of  friendffiip,  and  of  good 
neighbourhood,  which  originally 
have  been  the  bafis  of  this  fort  of 
millions,  and  which  have  never 
been  adopted  between  courts  that 
were  not  united  by  fimilar  ties,  or 
being  fo,  have  not  taken  care  to 
cultivate  and  fulfil  the  duties  of 
them.  That  this  was  the  fituation, 
as  to  Ruffia,  in  which  Sweden  had 
been  placed,  lince  the  Duke  de 
Sudermania,  who  holds  the  reins 
of  government,  not  content  with 
having  formerly  infulted  her  ma¬ 
jelty  the  emprefs,  in  endeavouring 
to  lurprize  her  by  infidious  and  de- 
lufive  overtures  and  propolitions, 
entered  into  a  public  treaty  with 
the  French  affembiy,  with  thofe 
men,  who  folemnly  infulted  the 
memory  of  the  late  king,  by  erect¬ 
ing  a  monument  to  the  memory  of 

his 
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his  execrable  aflaffin.  That  her 
majefty  the  emprel's  was  neither 
ignorant  ot  the  motive  nor  the  ob- 

O 

jed  of  thofe  treaties.  That  it  was 
notorious  that  the  regent  had  re¬ 
cently  received  from  the  French  a 
him  of  money  to  be  employed  in 
armaments,  and  that  he  was  now 
in  full  negotiation  with  them  for  a 
treaty  of  alliance,  the  principal  fti- 
pulations  of  which  are  direded 
againft  Ruffia ;  fo  that  her  majefty 
the  emprel's  had  every  reafon  to 
exped  an  approaching  rupture  on 
the  part  of  Sweden,  unlefs  the 
kings  coming  of  age,  (which,  hap¬ 
pily  for  the  re  pole  of.  that  kingdom 
md  of  the  north,  was  an  event  not 
far  diftant,)  fliouid  put  a  Hop  to  it, 
md  hereby  avoid  this  lamentable 
extremity. 


Anfwer  of  the  Rrefident  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  the  Refla¬ 
tion  puffed  by  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
Jcntutives ,  on  the  24 th  of  March 
179  6  ;  which  had  for  its  Objefi  to 
procure  a  Copy  oj  the  Infractions 
granted  to  Mr.  Jay  relative  to  the 
Treaty  with  Great  Britain. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
reprelentatives, 

WITH  the  utmoft  attention  I  have 
“onfidered  your  relolution  of  the 
14th  inftant,  requefting  me  to  lay 
jefore  your  houfe  a  copy  of  the 
nitrudions  to  the  minifter  of  the 
United  States  who  negotiated  the 
reaty  with  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
ogether  with  the  correfpondence  and 
>ther  documents  relative  to  that 
reaty,  excepting  l'uch  of  the  laid 
>apers  as  any  exiting  negotiation 
nay  render  improper  to  be  dif- 
:iofed. 

In  deliberating  on  this  fubjed,  it 
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was  impoffible  for  me  to  iofe  fight 
of  the  principle  which  fome  have 
avowed  in  its  difcullion,  or  to  avoid 
extending  my  views  to  the  confe- 
quences  which  mull  flow  from  the 
admilhon  ol  that  principle. 

I  truft  that  no  part  of  my  con- 
dud  has  ever  indicated  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  with-hold  any  information 
which  the  conititution  has  enjoined 
upon  the  prefident  as  a  duty  to  give, 
or  which  could  be  required  of  him 
by  either  houfe  of  congrefs  as  a 
right ;  and  with  truth  I  affirm,  that 
it  has  been,  as  it  will  continue  to 
be  while  I  have  the  honour  to  pre- 
fide  in  the  government,  my  conliant 
endeavour  to  harmonize  with  the 
other  branches  thereof,  fo  far  as  the 
trull  delegated  to  me  by  the  people 
ot  the  United  States,  and  my  fenfe 
of  the  obligation  it  im poles,  to 
“  preferve,  proted,  and  defend  the 
conititution,”  will  permit. 

The  nature  of  foreign  negotiations 
requires  caution  ;  ancT  their  fuccefs 
mull  often  depend  on  lecrecy  ;  and 
even  when  brought  to  a  conclufion, 
a  full  difclofure  of  all  the  meafures, 
demands*  or  eventual  conceffions, 
which  may  have  been  propofed  or 
contemplated,  would  be  extremely 
impolitic ;  for  this  might  have  a 
pernicious  influence  on  future  nego¬ 
tiations,  or  produce  immediate  in- 
conveniencies  ;  perhaps  danger  and 
mifchief,  in  relation  to  other  powers. 
The  neceffity  of  fuch  caution  and 
fecrecy  was  one  cogent  reafon  for 
veiling  the  power  of  making  trea¬ 
ties  in  the  prelident,  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  content  of  the  fenate  ;  the 
principle  on  which  that  body  was 
formed  confining  it  to  a  final!  num¬ 
ber  of  members.  To  admit,  then, 
a  right  in  the  houfe  of  representa¬ 
tives  10  demand,  and  to  have,  as  a 
matter  of  courfe,  all  the  papers  re- 
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fpecVing  a  negotiation  with  a  foreign 
power,  would  be  to  eftablifh  a  dan¬ 
gerous  precedent. 

It  does  not  occur  that  the  in- 
fpe&ion  of  the  papers  Hiked  for,  can 
be  relative  to  any  purpofe  under 
cognizance  of  the  houfe  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  except  that  of  an  im¬ 
peachment,  which  the  refolution 
has  not  expreffed.  I  repeat  that  I 
have  no  difpofition  to  withhold 
any  information  which  the  duly 
of  my  ftation  will  permit,  or  tire 
public  good  fhall  require  to  be  dif- 
clofed ;  and,  in  fact,  all  the  papers 
affeding  the  negotiation  with  Great 
Britain  were  laid  before  the  fenate, 
when  the  treaty  itfelf  was  commu¬ 
nicated  for  their  conftderation  and 
advice. 

The  courfe  which  the  debate  has 
taken  on  the  refolution  of  the  houfe, 
leads  to  fome  observations  on  the 
mode  of  making  treaties  under  the 
conftitution  of  the  United  States. 

Having  been  a  member  of  the 
general  convention,  and  knowing  the 
principles  on  which  the  conftitution 
was  formed,  I  have  never  entertained 
but  one  opinion  on  this  fubjedt ;  and 
from  the  hilt  eftablifhment  of  the 
government  to  this  moment,  my 
-conduct  has  exemplified  that  opi- 
nidn,  that  the  power  of  making 
treaties  is  exclufively  vefted  in  the 
prefident,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  fenate,  provided  two-thirds  of 
the  fenators  prefent  concur ;  and 
that  every  treaty,  fo  made  and  pro¬ 
mulgated,  thenceforward  became  the 
law  of  the  land.  It  is  thus  that  the 
treaty-making  power  has  been  un- 
derftood  by  foreign  nations  ;  and  in 
all  treaties  made  with  them,  we 
have  declared,  and  they  have  be¬ 
lieved,  that,  when  ratified  by  the 
prefident,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
lent  of  the  fenate,  they  became 


obligatory.  In  this  conftru&ion  c 
the  confutation,  every  houfe  of  re 
preientatives  has  heretofore  ac 
quiefced ;  and  until  the  prefen 
time,  not  a  doubt  or  fufpicion  ha 
appeared,  to  my  knowledge,  tha 
this  conliruciion  was  not  the  tru 
one.  Nay,  they  have  more  thai 
acquiefced ;  for,  until  now,  with 
out  controverting  the  obligation  o 
fuch  treaties,  they  have  made  al 
the  requisite  provifions  for  carry 
ing  them  into  effect. 

There  is  alfo  reafon  to  believe 
that  this  eonftrudtion  agrees  witi 
the  opinions  entertained  by  v,h 
ftate  conventions  when  they  wi*r 
deliberating  on  the  conftitutior 
efpecially  by  thofe  who  obje&ed  t 
it  becaufe  there  was  not  require 
in  commercial  treaties  the  confen 
of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  fenate 
inftead  of  two-thirds  of  the  fena 
tors  prefent ;  and  becaufe,  in  trea 
ties  refpecting  territorial  and  cer 
tain  other  rights  and  claims,  th 
concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  th 
whole  number  of  the  members  cl 
both  houfes  refpectively  was  no 
made  neceflary. 

It  is  a  fa£t,  declared  by  the  ge 
neral  convention,  and  univerfalhl 
underftood,  that  the  conftitution  cl 
the  United  States  was  the  refult  cl 
a  fpirit  of  amity  and  mutual  cor 
cefiion.  And  it  is  well  known,  tha 
under  this  influence,  the  fmallcj 
ftates  were  admitted  to  an  equcl 
reprefentation  in  the  fenate  wit  : 
the  larger  ftates,  and  that  thi 
branch  of  the  government  was  in  i 
vefted  with  great  powers ;  for,  o 
the  equal  participation  of  thof 
powers,  the  fovereignty  and  politri 
cal  fafety  of  the  lmaller  ftates  wer 
deemed  eflentially  to  depend. 

If  other  proofs  than  tbefe,  an 
the  plain  letter  of  the  conftitutio  ? 

itfel- 
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itfelf,  be  neceflary  to  afcertain  the 
point  under  confideration,  they  may 
be  found  in  the  journals  of  the 
general  convention,  which  I  have 
depofltecl  in  the  office  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  hate.  In  thole  journals 
it  will  appear,  that  a  proportion 
was  made,  “  that  no  treaty  ffiould 
be  binding  on  the  United  States 
which  was  not  ratified  by  a  law," 
and  that  the  proportion  was  expli¬ 
citly  rejected. 

As,  therefore,  it  is  perfectly  clear 
to  my  underftanding,  that  the  aflent 
of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  is 
not  necelTary  to  the  validity  of  a 
treaty  ;  as  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  exhibits  in  itfelf  all  the 
objects  requiring  legislative  pro- 
vition,  and  on  which  thefe  papers 
called  for  can  throw  no  light ;  and 
as  it  is  effential  to  the  due  admi- 
niftration  of  the  government,  that 
'the  boundaries  fixed  by  the  confti- 
tution  between  the  different  depart¬ 
ments  ffiould  be  preferved, — a  juft 
regard  to  the  conftitution,  and  to 
the  duty  of  my  office,  under  all  the 
circumftances  of  this  cafe,  forbid  a 
compliance  with  your  requeft. 

Geo.  Washington. 
United  States,  March  30, 

1  — - - - 

\Refolut  ions  puffed  by  the  Houfe  of  Re - 
prfentatvces  of  the  United  States, 
oil  the  jth  of  April ,  1796. 

, RESOLVE  >,  That  it  being  de¬ 
clared  by, the  fecond  lection  of  the  fe¬ 
cund  article  of  the  conltitution,  “  that 
“  the  prefident  {hall  have  power,  by 
“  and  with  the  advice  of  the  fenate, 
u  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
“  thirds  of  the  fenators  prefent  con- 
“  cur;"  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
do  not  claim  any  agency  in  making 
freatieg  j  but  that  when  a  treaty 
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ftipulates  regulations  on  any  of  the 
fubjeds  fubmitted  by  the  confti- 
tution  to  the  power  of  congrefs,  it 
lnuft  depend  for  its  execution,  as  to 
fuc  h  ftipulations,  on  a  law  or  laws 
to  be  paffied  by  congrefs ;  and  it  is 
the  confiitutional  right  and  duty 
of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  in 
all  fuch  cafes,  to  deliberate  on  the* 
expediency  or  inexpediency  of  car¬ 
rying  fuch  treaties  into  effed ;  and 
to  determine  and  ad  thereon,  as  in 
their  judgment  may  be  molt  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  public  good. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  neceflary  to 
the  propriety  of  any  application 
from  this  houfe  to  the  executive  for 
information  defired  by  them,  and 
which  may  relate  to  any  conftitu- 
tional  fundions  of  the  houfe,  that 
the  purpole  for  which  fuch  informa¬ 
tion  may  be  wanted,  or  to  which  the 
fame  is  intended  to  be  applied,  ffiould 
be  ftated  in  the  application. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  expedient  to 
pafg  the  laws  neceffary  for  carry¬ 
ing  into  effed  the  treaty  lately  con¬ 
cluded  with  certain  Indians  north- 
weft  of  the  Ohio. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  expedient  to 
pafs  the  laws  neceflary  for  carrying 
into  effed  the  treaty  lately  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  dey  and  regency  of 
Algiers. 

The  houfe  taking  into  confide- 
ration  the.  treaty  of  amity,  com¬ 
merce,  and  navigation,  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  communicated  by  the  prefi¬ 
dent  in  his  mefiage  of  the  firft  day 
of  March  laft,  are  of  opinion,  that 
it  is  111  many  relpeds  highly  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  interefts  of  the  United 
States;  yet,  were  they  poflefled  of 
any  information  that  could  juftifv 
the  great  facrifices  contained  in  the 
treaty,  their  (iucere  defire  to  cherifft 
harmony  and  amicable  intercourfe 

with 
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with  all  nations,  and  their  earned 
\vifh  to  co-operate  in  haflening  a 
final  adjuftment  of  the  differences 
fubfifting  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  might  have  in¬ 
duced  them  to  wave  their  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  treaty ;  but  when  they 
contemplate  the  condud  of  Great 
Britain,  in  perfevering,  fince  the 
treaty  was  figned,  in  the  impreff- 
ment  of  American  feamen,  and  the 
feizure  of  American  veffels  laden 
with  provifions,  contrary  to  the 
cleared  right  of  neutral  nations  ; 
whether  this  be  viewed  as  the  con- 
firudion  meant  to  be  given  to  any 
article  in  the  treaty,  or  as  contrary 
to,  and  an  infraction  of  the  true 
meaning  and  fpirit  thereof,  the 
houfe  cannot  but  confider  it  as  in¬ 
cumbent  on  them  to  forbear,  under 
fiich  circumffances,  taking  at  pre¬ 
lent  any  active  meafures  on  the  i'ub- 
jed  :  therefore, 

Refolved,  that,  under  the  circum- 
ftances  aforefaid,  and  with  fuch 
information  as  the  houfe  pofleffes, 
it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to 
concur  in  paffing  the  laws  neceffary 
.for  carrying  the  faid  treaty  into 
effed  *. 


Addrcfs  of  George  Waihington,  Pre- 
fdent,  to  the  Citizens  of  the  United 
States,  on,  his  intended Ref  gnat  ion. 

Friends  and  fellow  citizens, 
THE  period  tor  a  new  eledion  of 
a  citizen  to  adminifter  the  executive 
■government  of  the  United  States, 
being  not  far  d  iff  ant,  and  the  time 
ad u ally  arrived  when  your  thoughts 
muff  be  employed  in  designating  the 
perfon  who  is  to  be  clothed  with 

*  The  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  however. 

f^ntatives,  on  the  S 
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that  important  truft,  it  appears 
me  proper,  efpecially  as  it  may 
conduce  to  a  more  diffind  expreflion 
of  the  public  voice,  that  I  fhould 
now  apprife  you  of  the  refolution  I 
have  formed,  to  decline  being  confi- 
dered  among  the  number  of  tbofe 
out  of  whom  a  choice  is  to  be  made* 

I  beg  you,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
do  me  the  juftice  to  be  aflured,  that' 
this  refolution  has  not  been  taken 
without  a  ffrid  regard  to  all  the 
corifiderations  appertaining  do  the 
relation  which  binds  a  dutiful  citi¬ 
zen  to  his  country ;  and  that,  in 
withdrawing  the  tender  of  fervice, 
which  ffience,  in  my  fituation,  might  ] 
imply,  I  am  influenced  by  no  dimi¬ 
nution  of  zeal  for  your  future  in- 
tereft ;  no  deficiency  of  grateful  re- 
fped  for  your  paft  kindnefs ;  but  am 
fupported  by  a  full  convidion  that ; 
the  ffep  is  compatible  with  both. 

The  acceptance  of,  and  continu¬ 
ance  hitherto  in  the  office  to  which 
your  fuffrages  have  twice  called  me, 
have  been  a  uniform  facrifice  of 
inclination  to  the  opinion  of  duty,; 
and  to  a  deference  for  what  appear¬ 
ed  to  he  your  defire.  I  constantly 
hoped  that  it  would  have  been  much  1 
earlier  in  my  power,  confiftently  with* 
motives  which  I  was  not  at  liberty 
to  difregard,  to  return  to  that  retire- ! 
ment  from  which  l  had  been  re- 
ludantly  drawn.  The  ffrength  of  j 
my  inclination  to  do  this,  previous! 
to  the  laft  eledion,  had  even  led 
to  the  preparation  of  an  addrcfs  tc 
declare  it  to  you  ;  but  mature  reflec¬ 
tion  on  the  then  perplexed  and  criti-  j 
cal  pofture  of  our  affairs  with  foreign 
nations,  and  the  unanimous  advice  oi 
perfons  entitled  to  my  confident'll 
impelled  me  to  abandon  the  idea. 

was  finally  ratified  by  the  Jioufc  of  repr£ 
)Ui  of  April,  179C. 

I  rejoici 
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I  rejoice  that  the  ftate  of  your 
concerns,  external  as  well  as  in¬ 
ternal,  no  longer  renders  the  pur- 
lint  of  inclination  incompatible 
with  the  fentiment  of  duty  or  pro¬ 
priety  ;  and  am  perfuaded,  what¬ 
ever  partiality  may  be  retained  for 
pny  fervices,  that,  in  the  prelent 
fircumftances  of  our  country,  you 
will  not  difapprove  my  determina¬ 
tion  to  retire. 

The  impreffions  with  which  I 
irft  undertook  the  arduous  trull 
were  explained  on  the  proper  oc- 
calion.  -  In  the  difcharge  of  this 
trull,  1  will  only  fay  that  1  have, 
with  good  intentions,  contributed, 
towards  the  organization  and  ad- 
niniftration  of  the  government,  the 
belt  exertions  of  which  a  very  fal¬ 
lible  judgment  was  capable.  Not 
mconfcious  in  the  outlet,  of  the 
nferiority  of  my  qualifications,  ex- 
lerience  in  my  own  eyes,  perhaps, 
till  more  in  the  eyes  of  others,  has 
irengthened  the  motives  to  diffir 
lence  of  myfelf ;  and  every  day  the 
ncreafing  weight  of  years  adtno- 
filhes  me  more  and  more  that  the 
hade  of  retirement  is  as  necefiary 
o  me  as  it  will  be  welcome.  Satis- 
ied,  that  if  any  circumftances  have  . 
pven  peculiar  value  to  my  fervices, 
•hey  were  temporaty ;  I  have  the 
;onfolalion  to  believe,  that  while 
■hoice  and  prudence  invite  me  to 
piit  the  political  fcene,  patriotism 
ioes  not  forbid  it. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  moment 
vhich  is  intended  to  terminate  the 
:areer  of  my  public  life,  my  feelings 
lo  not  permit  me  to  fufpend  the 
kep  acknowledgment  of  that  debt 
>1  gratitude  which  1  owe  to  my  be- 
oved  country,  lor  the  many  ho- 
lours  it  has  conferred  upon  me : 
tdl  more  for  the  Uedfal't  confidence 
which  it  has  fupported  me ; 
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and  for  the  opportunities  I  have, 
thence  enjoyed,  of  manifefting  my 
inviolable  attachment,  by  fervices 
faithful  and  perfevering,  though  in 
ufefulnefs  unequal  to  my  zeal.  If 
benefits  have  refulted  to  our  coun¬ 
try  from  thefe  fervices,  let  it  always, 
be  remembered  to  your  praife,  and 
as  an  inftrudive  example  in  our  an¬ 
nals,  that,  under  circumftances- in 
which  the  pafiions,  agitated  in 
every  direction,  were  liable  to  mif- 
lead,  am  id  ft  appearances  fo me  times 
dubious,  viciflitudes  of  fortune  often 
difcouraging,  in  lituations  in  which, 
not  unfrequently,  want  of  fuccefs 
has  countenanced  the  fpirit  of  eriti- 
cifm,  the  conftancy  of  your  fupport 
was  the  effential  prop  of  the  efforts, 
and  a  guarantee  of  the  plans  by 
which,  they  were  effected.  Pro¬ 
foundly  penetrated  with  this  idea,  I 
lliall  carry  it  with  me  to  my  grave, 
as  a  ftrong  incitement  to  unceafing 
vows  that  Heaven  may  continue  to 
you  the  choice!!  tokens  of  its  bene¬ 
ficence,  that  your  union  and  bro¬ 
therly  affe&ion  may  be  perpetual ; 
that  the  free  confutation,  which  is 
the  work  of  your  lianas,  may  he 
fac redly  maintained;  that  its  admi- 
niftration  in  every  department  may 
be  ftamped  with  wildom  and  virtue ; 
that,  in  fine,  the  happinefs  of  the 
people,  of  thefe  dates,  under  the 
auf pices  of  liberty,  may  be  made 
complete,  by  fo  careful  a  preferva- 
tion  and  1b  prudent  a  ufe,  of  this 
bleffing,  as  will  acquire  to  them  the 
gloiy  of  recommending  it  to  the 
applaule,  the  affection,  and  adoption 
of  every  nation  which  is  yet  a 
ftranger  to  it. 

Here,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  ftop. 
But  folicitude  for  your  welfare, 
which  cannot  end  hut  with  mv 
life,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  dan¬ 
ger,  natural  to  that  folicitude.  urge 
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me,  on  an  occafion  like  the  prefent, 
to  offer  to  your  folemn  contempla¬ 
tion,  and  to  recommend  to  your 
frequent*  review,  fome  fentiments, 
which  are  the  refult  of  much  re¬ 
flexion,  of  no  inconfiderable  ob- 
f'ervation,  and  which  appear  to  me 
©,11-imp  or  tan  t  to  the  permanency  of 
yofir  felicity  as  a  people.  Thefe 
will  be  offered  to  you  with  the 
more  freedom,  as  you  can  only  fee 
in  them  the  difinterefted  warnings  of 
a.  parting  friend,  who  can  poffibly 
have  119  perfonal  motive  to  bias  his 
counfel.  Nor  can  I  forget,  as  an 
encouragement  to  it,  your  indul¬ 
gent  reception  of  my  fentiments  on 
©  former  and  not  diffimilar  occa¬ 
fion. 

Interwoven  as  is  the  love  of  liber¬ 
ty  with  every  ligament  of  your 
heart,  no  recommendation  of  mine 
is  neceffary  to  fortify  or  confirm  the 
attachment. 

The  unity  of  government,  which 
conflitutes  you  one  people,  is  alfo 
now  dear  to  you.  It  is  juffly  fo; 
for  it  is  a  main  pillar  in  the  edifice 
of  your  real  independence,  the  iup- 
port  ©f  your  tranquillity  at  home, 
your  peace  abroad;  of  your  fafety, 
of  your  profperity,  of  that  very 
liberty  which  you  fo  highly  prize. 
But,  as  it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that 
from  different  caufes,  and  from  dif¬ 
ferent  quarters,  much  pains  will  be 
taken,  many  artifices  employed,  to 
weaken  in  your  minds  the  convic¬ 
tion  of  this  truth ;  as  this  is  the 
point  in  your  political  fortrefs 
againft  which  the  batteries  of  in¬ 
ternal  and  external  enemies  will  be 
mofl  constantly  and  aXively  (though 
covertly  and  inffdioufly)  direXed, 
it  is  of  infinite  moment  that  you 
fbeuld  properly  effimate  the  im- 
menfe  value  of  your  national  union 
to  y  our  collective  and  individual 


happinefs;  that  you  fhould  cberifi 
a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immovable 
attachment  to  it;  accuftoming your- 
felves  to  think  and  fpeak  of  it  as  o: 
the  palladium  of  your  politics 
fafety  and' profperity  ;  watching  foi 
its  prefervation  with  jealous  an¬ 
xiety  ;  /  difcountenancing  whatevei 
may  fuggeft  even  a  fufpicion  that  i 
can  in  any.  event  be  abandoned 
and  indignantly  frowning  upon  th( 
firfl  dawning  of  every  attempt  tc 
alienate  any  portion  of  our  country 
from  the  reft,  or  to  enfeeble  tin 
facred  ties  which  now  link  together 
its  various  parts. 

For  this  you  have  every  induce 
ment  of  fympathy  and  intereft 
Citizens,  by  birth  or  choice,  of  * 
common  country,  that  country  ha: 
a  right  to  concentrate  your  affec 
tions.  The  name  of  American 
which  belongs  to  you  in  your  na 
tional  capacity,  muft  always  exal 
the  jufl  pride  of  patriotism  mor 
than  any  appellation  derived  fron 
local  difcriminations.  With  High 
fhades  of  difference,  you  have  th 
fame  religion,  manners,  habits,  an; 
political  principles.  You  have,  i, 
a  common  caufe,  fought  and  tri 
umpired  together  ;  the  indepen 
deuce  and  liberty  you  pofiefs,  aq 
the  work  of  joint  councils  and  join 
efforts,  of  common  dangers,  luffei 
ings,  and  fucceffes. 

But  thefe  confid  era  tions,  how 
ever  powerfully  they  addrefs  their 
felves  to  your  fenfibility,  are  grea 
ly  outweighed  by  thofe  which  at 
ply  more  immediately  to  your  it 
tereft.  Here  every  portion  of  ot 
country  finds  the  mod  commaric 
ing  motives  for  carefully  guardin 
and  preferving  the  union  of  tl 
whole. 

The  north,  in  an  utireftraintj 
iutercourfe  with  the  fcuth,  pr- 


. 
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tefteil  by  the  equal  laws  of  a  com¬ 
mon  government,  finds,  in  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  latter,  great  addi¬ 
tional  refources  of  maritime  and 
commercial  enterprife,  and  precious 
materials  of  manufacturing  indultry. 
The  fouth  in  the  fame  intercourfe, 
benefiting  by  the  agency  of  the 
north,  fees  its  agriculture  grow 
and  its  commerce  expand;  turning 
partly .  into  its  own  channels  the 
feamen  of  the  north,  it  finds  its 
particular  navigation  invigorated ; 
while  it  contributes,  in  different 
ways,  to  nourifh  and  increafe  the 
general  mafs  of  the  national  navi¬ 
gation,  it  looks  forward  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  a  maritime  ftrength,  to 
which  itfelf  is  unequally  adapted. 
The  eaft,  in  a  like  intercourfe  with 
the  weft,  already  finds,  and  in  the 
progreffive  improvement  of  interior 
communication  by  land  and  water, 
will  more  &nd  more  find  a  valuable 
vent  for  the  commodities-  which  it 
brings  from  abroad,  or  manufactures 
at  home.  The  weft  derives  from 
the  eaft  fupplies  requisite  to  its 
growth  and  comfort;  and  what  is 
perhaps  of  frill  greater  conlequence, 
it  muft  of  neceffity  owe  the  fecure 
enjoyment  of  indifpenfable  outlets 
for  its  own  productions  to  the 
weight,  influence,  and  the  future 
maritime  ftrength  of  the  Atlantic 
fide  of  the  Union,  directed  by  an 
indiffoluble  community  of  intereft 
is  one  nation.  Any  other  tenure 
oy  which  the  weft  can  hold  this 
sffential  advantage,  whether  derived 
horn  its  own  feparate  ftrength,  or 
rom  an  apoftate  and  unnatural 
connection  with  any  foreign  power, 
Pnult  be  intrinfically  precarious. 

While,  then,  every  part  of  our 
country  thus  feels  an  immediate 
md  particular  intereft  jn  union,  all 
fk*  parts  combined  cannot  fail  to 


1 APERS. 

v  j  J 

find,  in  the  united  mafs  of  means 
and  efforts,  greater  ftrength,  greater 
refource,  proportionably  greater  fe- 
curity  from  external  danger,  a  lefs 
frequent  interruption  of  their  peace 
by  foreign  nations ;  and,  wlrat  is  of 
ineftimable  value,  they  muft  derive 
from  union,  an  exemption  from 
thofe  broils  and  wars  between  thern- 
felves  which  fo  frequently  afflict; 
neighbouring  countries,  not  tied 
together  by  the  fame  government, 
which  their  own  rivalfhips  alone 
would  be  fufficient  to  produce,  but 
which  oppofite  foreign  alliances, 
attachments  and  intrigues,  would 
ftimulate  and  imbitter.  Iienc* 
likewife,  they  will  avoid  the  neeef- 
ftty  of  thofe  overgrown  eftablifh- 
ments,  which,  under  any  form  of 
government,  are  inaiifpicious  to  li¬ 
berty,  and  which  are  to  be  regarded  i 
as  particularly  hoftile  to  republican 
liberty :  in  this  fenfe  it  is,  that  your 
union  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a 
main  prop  of  your  liberty,  and  that 
the  love  of  the  one  ought  to  endear 
to  you  the  prefervation  of  the 
other. 

Thefe  confiderations  fpeak  a  per- 
fuafive  language  to  every  refleriin^ 
and  virtuous  mind,  and  exhibit  the 
continuance  of  the  union  as  a  pri¬ 
mary  object  of  patriotic  defire.  Is 
there  a  doubt  whether  a  common 
government  can  embrace  fo  large  a 
lphere  ?  Let  experience  folve  it. 
To  liften  to  mere  fpeculations  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  were  criminal.  W& 
are  authorized  to  hope  that  a  proper 
organization  ot  the  whole,  with  the 
auxiliary  agency  of  governments 
tor  the  refpe&ive  fubdivifions,  will 
aiford  a  happy  ifiue  to  the  experi¬ 
ment.  Tis  well  worthy  a  fair  and 
full  experiment.  With  fuch  power¬ 
ful  and  obvious  motives  to  union, 
affecting  all  parts  of  ouj  country, 

while 
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while  experience  fhall  not  have 
demonllrated  its  impracticability, 
there  will  always  be  reaion  to  dii- 
truit  the  patriotifin  of  thofe  who  in 
liny  quarter  may  endeavour  to 
weaken  its  bands. 

In  •  contemplating  the  caufes 
which  may  dilturb  our  union,  it 
occurs  as  matter  of  ferious  concern, 
that  any  ground  Ihould  have  been 
jfurnifhed  for  characterizing  parties 
by  geographical  difcriminations, 
northern  and  fouthern,  Atlantic  and 
weltern ;  whence  defigning  men 
may  endeavour  to  excite  a  belief 
that  there  is  a  real  difference  of 
local  interefts  and  views.  One  of 
the  expedients  of  party  to  acquire 
influence  within  particular  diftrids, 
is,  to  mifreprefent  the  opinions  and 
aims  of  other  diftrids.  You  can¬ 
not  fnield  yourlelves  too  much 
again'ft  the  jealoufies  and  heart¬ 
burnings  which  fpring  from  thele 
mifreprefentations ;  they  tend  to 
render  alien  to  each  other  thole 
who  ought  to  be  bound  together  by 
fraternal  affection.  The  inhabitants 
of  our  weftern  country  have  lately 
had  a  uleful  leffon  on  this  head; 
they  have  fee n,  in  the  negotiation 
by  the  executive,  and  in  the  unani¬ 
mous  ratification  by  the  fenate,  ot 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  and  in  the 
univerTal  fatisfadion  at  the  event 
throughout  the  United  States,  a 
decilive  proof  how  unfounded  were 
the  fufpicions  propagated  among 
them,  of  a  policy  in  the  general 
government,  and  in  the  Atlantic 
States,  unfriendly  to  their  interells 
in  regard  to  the  Miifillippi :  they 
have  been  witneffes  to  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  two  treaties,  that  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  with  Spain, 
which  fecure  to  them  every  thing 
they  could  defire,  in  refped  to  our 
foreign  relations,  towards  confirm¬ 


ing  their  profperitv.  Will  it  not  be 
their  wifdom  to  rely  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  thefe  advantages  on  the 
union  by  which  they  were  procured? 
Will  they  not  henceforth  he  deaf  to 
thole  advifers,  if  fuch  there  are,  who 
could  fever  them  from  tl*eir  brethren, 
and  conned  them  with  aliens? 

To  the  efficacy  and  permanency 
of  your  union,  a  government  for 
the  whole  is  indiipentable.  No 
alliances,  however  /find,  between 
the  parties,  can  be  an  adequate  fub- 
llitute ;  they  mull  inevitably  ex¬ 
perience  the  infradions  and  inter- 
ruptions  which  all  alliances  in  all 
times  have  experienced.  Senfiblc 
of  this  momentous  truth,  you  have 
improved  upon  your  firft  elTay,  by 
the  adoption  of  a  conllitution  ol 
government  better  calculated  that 

your  former  for  an  intimate  union. 
*/ 

and  for  the  efficacious  management 
of  your  common  concerns,  'Ibis 
government,  the  offspring  of  oui 
own  choice,  uninfluenced  and  un- 
awed,  adopted  upon  full  invefti* 
gation  and  mature  deliberation 
competely  free  in  its  principles 
in  the  diffribution  of  its  power? 
uniting  lecurity  with  energy,  anc; 
containing  within  ltfelf  a  provifior 
for  its  own  amendment,  has  jufi 
claim  to  your  confidence  and  youi 
fupport.  Helped  for  its  authority 
compliance  with  its  laws,  acquief- 
cence  in  its  meafures,  are  duties 
enjoined  by  the  fundamental  max¬ 
ims  of  true  liberty.  The  balis  o 
our  political  fyftems  is  the  right  o 
the  people  to  make  and  to  alter 
their  conllitution s  of  government 
but  the  conllitution,  which  at  any 
time  exifts/  until  changed  by  ai 
explicit  and  authentic  ad  of  thi 
whole  people,  is  facredly  obligator] 
upon  all.  The  very  idea  of  th< 
power  $nd  the  right  of  the  peopl 
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to  eftablifli  government,  prefup- 
pofes  the  duty  of  every  individual 
to  obey  the  eftablifli  ed  government. 

All  obftruCtions  to  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  all  combinations  and 
affociations,  under  whatever  plau- 
fible  character,  with  the  real  de- 
fign  to  direct,  controul,  counteract, 
or  awe  the  regular  deliberation  and 
aCtion  of  the  conftituted  autho¬ 
rities,  are  deftructive  of  this  fun¬ 
damental  principle,  and  of  fatal 
tendency.  They  ferve  to  organize 
faction,  to  give  it  an  artificial 
and  extraordinary  force,  to  put  in 
the  place  of  the  delegated  will  of 
the  nation,  the  will  of  a  party, 
Dften  a  final!  but  artful  and  enter-, 
priiing  minority  of  the  community; 
md  according  to  the  alternate  tri- 
miphs  of  different  parties,  to 
nake  the  public  adminiftration  the 
nirror  of  the  ill-concerted  and  in¬ 
congruous  projects  of  faCtion,  ra¬ 
ker  than  the  organ  of  confiftent 
md  wholefome  plans,  digefted  by 
ommon  councils,  and  modified  by 
nutual  interefts. 

However  combinations  or  affocia- 
ions  of  the  above  delcription  may, 
iow  and  then,  anfwer  popular  ends, 
hey  are  likely,  in  the  courfe  of 
ime  and  things,  to  become  potent 
ngines,  by  which  cunning,  ambi- 
ious,  and  unprincipled  men  will  be 
nabled  to  fubvert  the  powers  of 
he  people,  and  to  ufurp  for  them- 
-ves  the  reins  of  government ;  de¬ 
coying  afterwards  the  very  engines 
Thich  have  lifted  them  to  unjuft, 
ominion. 

Towards  the  preservation  ofyous 
overnment,  and  the  permanency  • 
f  your  prefent  happy  ftate,  it  is 
jqiufite,  not  only  that  you  fteadi- 

difcountenance  irregular  oppo- 
tions  to  its  acknowledged  autho- 
ity,  but  alfo,  that  you  refill  with 
V9L.  XXXVUI. 
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care  the  fpirit  of  innovation  upon 
its  principles,  however  fpecious  the 
pretexts.  One  method  of  alTault 
nmy  be  to  effeCt,  in  the  forms  of 
the  conftitution,  alterations  which 
will  impair  the  energy  of  the  fyftem, 
and  thus  to  undermine  what  ean-. 
not  be  direCtly  overthrown.  In  all 
the  clianges  to  which  }-ou  may  be 
invited,  remember,  that  time  and 
habit  are  at  lea fl  as  neceffary  to  fix 
the  true  character  of  governments 
as  ot  other  human  inftitutions — - 
that  experience  is  the  fureft  ftand- 
ard  by  which  to  teft  the  real  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  exifting  conftitution  of 
a  country ;  that  facility  in  changes, 
upon  the  credit  of  mere  hypothecs 
and  opinion,  expofes  to  perpetual 
change,  from  the  endlefs  variety  of 
hypothecs  and  opinion  ;  and  re¬ 
member,  efpecially,  that  for  the 
efficient  management  of  your  com¬ 
mon  interefts,  in  a  country  fo  ex- 
tenfive  as  ours,  a  government  of  as 
rnwcli  vigour  as  is  confiftent  with 
the  perfeCt  fecurity  of  liberty  is 
indifpenfable.  Liberty  itfelf  will 
find  in  luch  a  government,  with 
powers  properly  diftributed  and  ad- 
jufted,  its  lureft  guardian.  It  is, 
indeed,  little  elfe  than  a  name, 
where  the  government  is  too  feeble 
to  withftand  the  enterprizes  of  fac¬ 
tion,  to  confine  each  member  of 
the  fociety  within  the  limits  pre¬ 
ferred  by  the  laws,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  all  in  the  fecure  and  tranquil 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  perfons 
and  property. 

I  have  already  intimated  to  you 
the  danger  of  parties  in  the  ftate, 
with  the  particular  reference  to  th« 
founding  of  them  on  geographi¬ 
cal  discriminations.  Let  me  now 
take  a  more  comprehenfive  view, 
and  warn  you,  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner,  againft  the  baneful  ef- 
*  %  fed& 
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feds  of  the  fpirit  of  party  gene¬ 
rally. 

This  fpirit,  unfortunately,  is  in- 
feparable  from  our  nature,  having 

*  'ZD 

its  roots  in  the  ftrongeft  paffions  of 
the  human  mind..  It  exitls  under 
different  fhapes  in  all  governments, 
more  or  lefs  llifted,  controuled,  or 
fupprefled  ;  but  in  thole  of  the 
popular  form,  it  is  feen  in  its  greateft 
ranknefs,  and  it  is  truly  their  worft 
enemy. 

The  alternate  dominion  of  one 
fadion  over  another,  fharpened  by 
the  fpirit  of  revenge  natural  to 
party  difienfion,  which  in  different 
ages  and  countries  has  perpetrated 
the  rnoft  horrid  enormities,  is  itfelf 
a  mo  ft  horrid  defpotifm.  But  this 
leads  at  length  to  a  more  formal 
and  permanent  defpotifm.  The 
disorders  and  miferies  which  relult,  ’ 
gradually  incline  the  minds  of  men 
to  feek  fecurity  and  repofe  in  the 
abfolute  power  of  an  individual  ; 
and,  fooner  or  later,  the  chief  of 
tome  prevailing  fadion,  more  able 
or  more  fortunate  than  his  compe¬ 
titors,  turns  this  difpofition  to  the 
purpofes  of  his  own  elevation,  on 
the  ruins  of  public  liberty. 

Without  looking  forward  to  an 
extremity  of  this  kind  (which  never- 
tbelefs  ought  not  to  be  entirely  out 
of  fight),  the  common  and  continued 
mifebiefs  of  the  fpirit  of  party  are 
fufficient  to  make  it  the.  intereft  and 
duty  of  a  wife  people  to  difeourage 
and  refirain  it. 

It  ferves  always  to  diftrad  the 
public  councils  and  enfeeble  the 
public  adminiftration.  It  agitates 
the  community  with  ill-founded 
jealoufies  and  falfe  alarms  ;  kindles 
the  animofity  of  one  part  againft 
another;  foments  occafionally  riot 
and  infurredion.  It  opens  the  door 
to  foreign  influence  and  corruption, 


which  find  a  facilitated  accefs  to 
the  government  itfelf  through  the 
channels  of  party  paffions.  Thus 
the  policy  and  the  will  of  one  coun¬ 
try  are  l'ubjeded  to  the  policy  and 
will  of  another. 

There  is  an  opinion,  that  parties 
in  free  countries  are  uleful  checks 
upon  the  adminiftration  of  the.  go¬ 
vernment,  and  ferve  to  keep  alive  . 
the  fpirit  of  liberty.  This,  within 
certain  limits,  is  probably  true  ; 
and  in  governments  of  a  monarchi¬ 
cal  call,  patriotifm  may  look  with 
indulgence,  if  not  with  favour, 
upon  the  fpirit  of  party.  But  in 
thofe  of  the  popular  charader,  in 
governments  purely  eledive,  it  is 
a  fpirit  not  to  be  encouraged.  From 
their  natural  tendency,  it  is  certain 
there  will  always  be  enough  of  that  ■ 
fpirit  for  every  falutary  purpofe.  ,j 
And  there  being  conftant  danger  of 
excefs,  the  effed-  ought  to  be,  by 
force  of  public  opinion,  to  mitigate 
and  afiuage  it.  A  fire  not  to  be 
quenched — it  demands  a  uniform 
vigilance  to  prevent  its  burfting  into 
a  flame,  left,  inftead  of  warming,  it 
fliould  confume. 

It  is  important,  likewife, that  the 
habits  of  thinking  in  a  free  round 
try  fhould  infpire  caution  in  thofe 
entrufted  with  its  adminiftration, 
to  confine  themfelves  within  their 
refpedive  conftitutional  fpheres, 
avoiding,  in  the  exercife  of  the 
powers  of  one  department,  to  en¬ 
croach  upon  another.  The  fpirit 
of  encroachment  tends  to  confoli- 
date  the  powers  of  all  the  depart¬ 
ments  into  one,  and  thus  to  create, 
whatever  the  form  of  government, 
a  real  defpotifm.  A  juft  eftimate 
of  that  love  of  power,  and  prone- 
nefs  to  ahufe  it,  which  predomi¬ 
nates  in  the  human  heart,  is  fufti-  I 
cient  to  fatisfy  us  of  the  truth  of  f 
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this  pofition.  The  neceffity  of  re¬ 
ciprocal  checks  in  the  exerciie  of 
political  power,  by  dividing  and 
diftributing  it  into  different  depo- 
fitories,  and  conftituting  each  the 
guardian  of  the  public  weal  againft 
invaiions  by  the  others,  lias  been 
evinced  by  experiments  ancient  and 
modern ;  fome  of  them  in  our 
country,  and  under  our  own  eyes. 
To  preferve  them  muff  be  as  ne- 
ceffary  as  to  inftitute  them.  If,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  people,  the  diftri- 
bution  or  modification  of  the  con- 
ftitutional  powers  be  in  any  parti¬ 
cular  wrong,  let  it  be  corre&ed  by 
an  amendment  in  the  way  which 
the  conititution  defignates.  But  let 
there  be  no  change  by  ufurpation ; 
for  though  this,  in  one  inftance, 
may  be  the  inftrument  of  good,  it 
is  the  cuftomary  weapon  by  which 
free  governments  are  deftroyed. 
The  precedent  muff  always  greatly 
overbalance,  in  permanent  evil,  any 
partial  or  tranfient  benefit  which  the 
ufe  can  at  any  time  yield. 

Of  all  the  difpofitions  and  habits 
which  lead  to  political  profperity, 
religion  and  morality  are  indifpen- 
fable  fupports.  In  vain  would  that 
man  claim  the  tribute  of  patriotifm 
who  fliould  labour  to  fubvert 
thefe  great  pillars  of  human  happi- 
nefs,  thefe  firmeff  props  of  the  du¬ 
ties  of  men  and  citizens.  The  mere 
politician,  equally  with  the  pious 
man,  ought  to  refpeft  and  to 
cherifli  them.  A  volume  could  not 
trace  all  their  connection  with  pri¬ 
vate  and  public  felicity.  Let  it 
fimply  be  afked,  where  is  the  fecu- 
rity  for  property,  for  reputation, 
for  life,  if  the  fenfe  of  religious 
obligation  defert  the  oaths,  which 
are  the  inffruments  of  inveftiga- 
tion  in  courts  of  juftice  ?  And  let 
jws  with  caution  indulge  the  fup- 
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pofition  that  morality  can  he  main¬ 
tained  without  religion.  Whatever 
may  be  conceded  to  the  influence  of 
refined  education  on  minds  of  pecu¬ 
liar  ffruClure,  region  and  experience 
both  forbid  us  to  expert  that  na¬ 
tional  morality  can  prevail  in  ex- 
clufion  of  religious  principle. 

It  is  fubftantially  true,  that  vir¬ 
tue  or  morality  is  a  neceffary  fpririg 
of  popular  government.  rl  lie  rule 
indeed  extends,  with  more  or  lefs 
force,  to  every  fpecies  of  free  go¬ 
vernment.  Who,  that  is  a  fincere 
friend  to  it,  can  look  with  indiffe¬ 
rence  upon  attempts  to  fliake  the 
foundation  of  the  fabric  ? 

Promote,  then,  as  an  objeCt  of 
primary  importance,  inftitutions  for 
the  general  diffufion  of  knowledge. 
In  proportion  as  the  ftructure  of 
government  gives  force  to  public 
opinion,  it  is  effential  that  public 
opinion  fliould  be  enlightened. 

As  a  very  important  fouree  of 
ftrengtli  and  fecurity,  clierifh  pub¬ 
lic  credit.  One  method  of  pre- 
ferving  it  is  to  ufe  it  as  fparingly  as 
poffible ;  avoiding  occafions  of  ex¬ 
pence  b}T  cultivating  peace,  but  re¬ 
membering  alfo,  that  timely  dif- 
burfements  to  prepare  for  danger, 
frequently  prevent  much  greater 
difburfements  to  repel  it ;  avoiding 
likewife  the  accumulation  of  debt, 
not  only  by  fhonning  occafions  of 
expence,  but  by  vigorous  exertions 
in  time  of  peace  to  dilcharge  the 
debts  which  unavoidable  wars  may 
have  oecafioned  ;  not  ungenerouflyv 
throwing  upon  poflerity  the  burthen 
which  we  ourfelves  ought  to  bear. 
The  execution  of  tliel'e  maxims  be¬ 
longs  to  your  reprefentatives,  but  it 
is  neceffary  that  public  opinion  fliould 
co-operate.  To  facilitate  to  them 
the  performance  of  their  duty,  it  is 
effential  that  you  fliould  practically 
*  Z  2  bear 
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bear  in  mind,  that  towards  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  debts  there  mult  be  a  re¬ 
venue  ;  that  to  have  revenue  there 
muff  be  taxes  ;  that  no  taxes  can 
be  deviled  which  are  not  more  or 
lefs  inconvenient  and  unpleafant  ; 
that  the  intrinfic  embarraliment  in- 
i’eparable  from  the  ielechon  of  the 
proper  objects  (which  is  always  a 
choice  of  difficulties)  ought  to  be 
a  decilive  motive  for  a  candid  con- 
itruCtion  of  the  conduct  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  m  making  it,  and  for  a 
fpirit  of  acquiescence  in  the  mea- 
fures  for  obtaining  revenue,  which 
the  public  exigencies  may  at  any 
time  dictate. 

Obierve  good  faith  and  julfice 
towards  all  n  itions,  cultivate  peace 
and  harmony  with  all  ;  religion 
and  morality  enjoin  this  conduct: 
and  can  it  be  that  good  policy  does 
not  equally  enjoin  it?  It  will  be 
worthy  of  a  free,  enlightened,  and, 
at  no  very  diftant  period,  a  great 
nation,  to  give  to  mankind  the 
magnanimous  and  too  novel  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  people  always  guided  by 
an  exalted  juftice  and  benevolence. 
Who  can  doubt  that,  in  the  courfe 
of  time  and  things,  the  fruits  of 
fuch  a  plan  would  richly  repay  any 
temporary  advantages  which  might 
he  loft  by  a  Steady  adherence  to  it  ? 
Can  it  be,  that  Providence  has  not 
connected  the  permanent  felicity  of 
an  turn  with  its  virtues?  The  ex¬ 
periment,  at  leatl,  is  recommended 
by  every  lentiment  which  ennobles 
human  nature  Alas!  is  it  rendered 
impoffible  by  its  vices? 

in  the  execution  of  fuch  a  plan, 
nothing  is  more  effentiul  than  that 
permanent  inveterate  antipathies 
againtl  particular  nations,  and  paf- 
fionate  attachments  for  others, 
fhould  be  excluded  ;  and  that,  in 
place  oi  them,  juft  and  amicable 


feelings  towards  all  fhould  he  culti¬ 
vated.  The  nation  which  indulges; 
towards  another  an  habitual  hatred, 
or  an  habitual  fondnefs,  is  in  fome 
degree  a  have.  It  is  a  have  to  its* 
ammofity  or  to  its  affection,  either 
of  which  is  fufficient  to  lead  it  affray 
from  its  duty  and  its  intereft  An¬ 
tipathy  in  one  nation  againlf  another 
dilpofes  each  more  readily  to  offer, 
infult  and  injury,  to  lay  hold  of 
flight  caufes  of  umbrage,  and  to  be 
haughty  and  intractable,  when  acci¬ 
dental  or  trifling  occafions  of  difpute 
occur.  Hence  frequent  collffionsj 
obftinate,  envenomed,  and  bloody 
contefts.  The  nation,  prompted  by 
ill-will  and  refentment,  fornetimes 
impels  to  war  the  government, 
contrary  to  the  bell  calculations  ol 
policy.  The  government  fome- 
times  participates  in  the  national 
propenfity,  and  adopts,  through 
paflion,  what  reafon  would  rejeCt; 
at  other  times  it  makes  the  animo- 
fity  of  the  nation  fubfervient  to  pro¬ 
jects  of  hoftility,  inftigated  by  pride, 
ambition,  and  other  finifter  and  per¬ 
nicious  motives.  The  peace  often, 
fometimes,  perhaps,  the  liberty  ol 
nations  has  been  the  victim. 

So,  likewife,  a  paffionate  attach-r 
ment  of  one  nation  for  another  pm 
duces  a  variety  of  evil*.  Sympath) 
for  the  favourite  nation,  facilitating 
the  illufion  of  an  imaginaiy  comnior 
intereff  in  cafes  where  no  real  com¬ 
mon  intereft  exifts,  and  infufing  int( 
one  the  enmities  of  the  other,  betray: 
the  former  into  a  participation  ii 
the  quarrels  and  wars  of  the  latter 
without  adequate  inducement  oJ 
jollification  It  leads  all'o  to  con 
ceffions  to  the  favourite  nation,  o  I 
privileges  denied  to  others,  whici 
is  apt  doubly  to  injure  the  nation 
making  the  concefiions  ;  by  mine 
ceflarily  parting  with,  what  ough  \ 
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to  have  been  retained  ;  and  by  ex¬ 
citing  jealoufy,  ill-will,  and  a  dif 
pofition  to  retaliate,  in  the  parties 
from  whom  equal  privileges  are 
withheld  :  and  it  gives  to  ambi¬ 
tious,  corrupted,  or  deluded  citi¬ 
zens;  (who  devote  themfelves  to  the 
favourite  nation)  lac  ill  ty  to  betray 
or  facrifice  the  interefts  of  their 
own  country  without  odium,  fome- 
times  even  with  popularity;  gild¬ 
ing  with  the  appearances  of  a  vir¬ 
tuous  fenfe  of  obligation,  a  com¬ 
mendable  deference  for  public  opi¬ 
nion,  or  a  laudable  zeal  for  public 
good,  the  bale  or  foolifh  compli¬ 
ances  of  ambition,  corruption,  or 
infatuation. 

As  the  avenues  to  foreign  influence 
in  innumerable  ways,  luch  attach¬ 
ments  are  particularly  alarming  to 
the  truly  enlightened  and  indepen¬ 
dent  patriot.  How  many  opportu¬ 
nities  do  they  afford  to  tamper  with 
domeftic  factions,  to  praHife  the  arts 
of  feduction,  to  miflead  public  opi¬ 
nion,  to  influence  or  awe  the  public 
councils  !  Such  an  attachment  of  a 
fmall  or  weak,  towards  a  great  or 
powerful  nation,  dooms  the  former 
to  be  the  fatellite  of  the  latter. 

Againft  the  infidious  wiles  of 
foreign  influence  (I  conjure  you 
to  believe  me,  fellow  citizens)  the 
jealoufy  of  a  free  people  ought  to 
be  conjicintly  awake  ;  fince  hiftory 
and  experience  prove,  that  foreign 
influence  is  one  of  the  moft  bane¬ 
ful  foes  of  a  republican  govern¬ 
ment.  But  that  jealoufy,  to  be  ufe- 
iul,  muff  be  impartial ;  elfe  it  be¬ 
comes  the  inftrument  of  the  very 
influence  to  be  avoided,  inftead  of 
a  defence  againft  it.  Excefffive  par¬ 
tiality  for  one  foreign  nation,  and 
exceffive  diflike  of  another,  caufe 
ihofe  whom  they  actuate  to  lee 
danger  only  on  one  fide,  and  ferve 


PAPERS.  *34i 

to  veil  and  even  fecond  the  arts  of 
influence  on  the  other.  Real  pa¬ 
triots,  who  may  refift  the  intrigues 
of  the  favourite,  are  liable  to  be¬ 
come  fulpedled  and  odious;  while 
its  tools  and  dupes  ufurp  the  ap- 
plalife  and  confidence  of  the  people, 
to  iurrender  their  interefts. 

The  great  ride  of  condiuft  for 
us,  in  regard  to  foreign  nations,  is, 
in  extending  our  commercial  rela¬ 
tions,  to  have  with  them  as  little 
political  connexion  as  pofhble.  So 
far  as  we  haxe  already  formed  en¬ 
gagements,  let  them  be  fulfilled 
with  perfect  good  faith. —  Here  let 
us  flop. 

Europe  has  a  fet  of  primary  in¬ 
terefts,  which  to  us  have  none,  or 
a  very  remote  relation.  Hence  fhe 
muft  be  engaged  in  frequent  con- 
troverfie.Sj  the  caufes  of  which  are 
efientially  foreign  to  our  concerns. 
Hence,  therefore,  it  muft  be  un¬ 
wife  in  us  to  implicate  ourfelves 
by  artificial  ties  m  the  ordinary 
viciffitudes  of  her  politics,  or  the 
ordinary  combinations  and  collifions 
of  her  friendlhips  or  enmities* 

Our  detached  and  diftant  fitua- 
tion  invites  and  enables  us  to  pur- 
fue  a  different  courle.  If  we  re¬ 
main  one  people,  under  an  efficient 
government,  the  period  is  not  far 
oft'  when  we  may  defy  material 
injury  from  external  annoyance  5 
when  we  may  take  fuch  an  attitude 
as  will  caufe  the  neutrality  we  may 
at  any  time  relolve  upon  to  be 
fcrupuloufly  refpeded ;  when  bel¬ 
ligerent  nations,  under  the  impof- 
fibility  of  making  acquifitions  upon 
us,  will  not  lightly  hazard  the  giving 
us  provocation ;  when  we  may  chool'e 
peace  or  war,  as  our  intereft,  guided 
byjuftice,  fhall  counfel. 

Why  forego  the  advantages  of 
fo  peculiar  a  fituation  ?  Why  quit 
*  Z  3  t>ur 
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our  own  to  hand  upon  foreign 
ground  ?  Why,  by  interweaving  our 
deftiny  with  that  of  any  part  of 
Europe,  entangle  our  peace  and  pros¬ 
perity  in  the  toils  of  European  am¬ 
bition,  rivalilup,  intereft,  humour, 
or  caprice  ? 

"1  is  our  true  policy  to  fleer 
clear'  of  permanent  alliances  with 
any  portion  of  the  foreign  world  ; 
fo  far,  I  mean,  as  we  are  now  at 
liberty  to  do  it ;  for  let  me  not  be 
underftood  as  capable  of  patronifing 
infidelity  to  exjfting  engagements. 
I  hold  the  maxim  no  lefs  applica¬ 
ble  to  public  than  to  private  af¬ 
fairs,  that  honefty  is  always  the 
beli  policy.  1  repeat  it,  therefore, 
let  thofe  engagements  be  obferved 
in  their  genuine  fenfe.  But,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  unneceflhry  and  would 
be  unwife,  to  extend  them.  Tak¬ 
ing  care  always  to  keep  ourfelves, 
by  fuitable  eftablifhments,  on  a  re- 
ipeclable  defenfive  pofiure,  we  may 
fafely  trull  to  temporary  alliances 
for  extraordinary  emergencies. 

Harmony,  liberal  intercourfe 
with  all  nations,  are  recommended 
by  policy,  humanity,  and  intereft. 
But  even  our  commercial  policy 
fhould  bold  an  equal  and  impartial 
hand;  neither  feeking  nor  granting 
exclufive  favours  or  preferences  ; 
coniulting  the  natural  courfe  of 
things  ;  diffufing  and  diverfifying 
by  gentle  means  the  ft  reams  of 
commerce,  but  forcing  nothing  ; 
eftablilhing,  with  powers  fo  dif- 
pofed,  in  order  to  give  trade  a  lia¬ 
ble  courfe,  to  define  the  rights  of 
our  merchants,  and  to  enable  the 
government  to  fupport  them,  con¬ 
ventional  rules  of  intercourfe,  the 
bell  that  prefent  circumftances  and 
mutual  opinion  will  permit  ;  but 
temporary,  and  liable  to  be  from 
time  to  time  abandoned  or  varied, 


as  experience  and  circumftance, 
fliall  dictate  ;  conltantly  keeping  ii 
view  that  it  is  folly  in  one  natio) 
to  look  for  difinterefted  favour 
from  another  ;  that  it  mutt  pa] 
with  a  proportion  of  its  mdepen 
dence  for  whatever  it  may  accep 
under  that  charadler;  that,  by  fuel 
acceptance,  it  may  place  itfelf  i 
the  condition  of  having  given  equi 
valents  for  nominal  favours,  an 
yet  of  being  reproached  with  ingra 
titude  for  not  giving  more.  Ther 
can  he  no  greater  error  than  U 
expect  or  calculate  upon  real  ft 
vours  from  nation  to  nation.  It  i1 
an  illulion  which  experience  mu 
cure  ;  which  a  juft  pride  ought  t 
difcard. 

In  offering  to  you,  my  country 
men,  thefe  counfels  of  an  old  an 
affe&ionate  friend,  1  dare  not  hop 
they  will  make  the  ftrong  and  lai 
ing  impreffion  I  could  with ;  the 
they  will  controul  the  ufuab  cu: 
rent  of  the  pafifions,  or  prevent  oi 
nation  from  running  the  courl; 
which  has  hitherto  marked  the  de 
tiny  of  nations.  But  if  I  may  eve’* 
flatter  myfelf  that  they  may  be  pn 
dudive  of  fome  partial  benefit,  fon 
occafional  good  ;  that  they  may  no* 
and  then  recur  to  moderate  the  fin 
of  party  fpirit,  to  warn  againft  tl 
mifehiefs  of  foreign  intrigue,  to  guai 
againft  the  impoftures  of  pretendt 
patriotifm ;  this  hope  will  be  a  fu 
recompenfe  for  the  folicitude  f( 
your  welfare,  by  which  they  ha^ 
been  dictated. 

How  far,  in  the  difcharge  of  n 
official  duties,  I  have  been  guide 
by  the  principles  which  have  bee 
delineated,  the  public  records  ar 
other  evidences  of  my  condu 
muft  witnefs  to  you  and  to  tl 
world.  To  myfelf  the  affurance 
my  own  confcience  is,  that  i  ha\ 
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at  leaft  believed  myfelf  to  be  guided 
by  them. 

In  relation  to  the  hill  fubflfting 
war  in  Europe,  my  proclamation  of 
the  22d  of  April,  1793,  is  the 
index  to  my  phn.  Sanctioned  by 
your  approving  voice,  and  by  that 
of  your  reprefentatives  in  both 
lioufes  of  congrefs,  the  fpirit  of 
that  meafure  has  continually  go¬ 
verned  me,  uninfluenced  by  any 
attempts  to  deter  or  divert ,  me 
from  it. 

After  deliberate  examination, with 
the  aid  of  the  beft  lights  I  could 
obtain,  I  was  well  fatisfied  that  our 
country,  under  all  the  circumltances 
of  the  cafe,  had  a  right  to  take,  and 
was  bound  in  duty  and  interefl:  to 
take,  a  neutral  pofition.  Having 
taken  it,  I  determined,  as  far  as 
fliould  depend  upon  me,  to  maintain 
it  with  moderation,  perfeverance 
and  firmnefs. 

The  confiderations  which  refpeCt 
the  right  to  hold  this  conduCt,  it  is 
not  neceflary  on  this  occafion  to 
detail.  I  will  only  obferve,  that, 
according  to  my  underflanding  of 
the  matter,  that  right,  fo  far  from 
being  denied  by  any  of  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers,  has  been  virtually 
admitted  by  all. 

The  duty  of  holding  a  neutral 
conduct  may  be  inferred,  without 
any  thing  more,  from  the  obliga¬ 
tion  which  jultice  and  humanity 
impofe  on  every  nation,  in  cafes  in\ 
which  it  is  free  to  act,  to  maintain 
inviolate  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  towards  other  nations. 

The  inducements  of  interell  for 
obfervmg  that  conduct  will  beft  be 
referred  to  your  own  reflections  and 
experience.  With  me  a  predomi¬ 
nant  motive  has  been  to  endeavour 
to  gain-  time  to  ©ur  country  to  fettle 
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and  mature  its  yet  recent  inftitu- 
tions,  and  to  progrefs,  without  in¬ 
terruption;  to  that  degree  of  ftrength 
and  confiltency  which  is  neceflary 
to  give  it,  humanly  fpeaking,  the 
command  of  its  own  fortunes. 

Though,  in  reviewing  the  inci¬ 
dents  of  my  adminiftration,  I  am 
unconfcious  of  intentional  error,  I 
am  neverthelefs  too  fenflble  of  my 
defects  not  to  think  it  probable 
that  I  may  have  committed  many 
errors.  Whatever  they  may  be,  I 
fervently  befeech  the  Almighty  to 
avert  or  mitigate  the  evils  to  which 
they  may  tend.  I  fliall  alfo  carry 
with  me  the  hope  that  my  country 
will  never  ceafe  to  view  them  with 
indulgence;  and  that,  after  forty- 
five  years  of  my  life  dedicated  to 
its  lervice  with  an  upright  zeal, 
the  faults  of  incompetent  abilities 
will  be  conflgned  to  oblivion,  as 
myfelf  muff  foon  be  to  the  manflons 
of  reft. 

Relying  on  its  kindnefs  in  this  as 
in  other  things,  and  actuated  by 
that  fervent  love  towards  it,  which 
is  fo  natural  to  a  man  who  views  in 
it  the  native  foil  of  himfelf  and  his 
progenitors  for  leveral  generations, 

I  anticipate  with  pleating  expecta¬ 
tion  that  retreat,  in  which  I  promife 
myfelf  to  realize,  without  alloy,  the 
fweet  enjoyment  of  partaking,  in 
the  midlt  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
the  benign  influence  of  good  laws, 
under  a  free  government,  the  ever 
favourite  object  of  my  heart,  and 
the  happy  reward,  as- 1  truft,  of  our 
mutual  cares,  labours,  and  dangers. 

G.  Washington. 
United  States,  Sept.  17,  1796. 


Note  prefcnted  to  the  American  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State,  by  Citizen  Adet, 

*  Z  4  '  Minijier 
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Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  the 

French  Republic >  Oft.  17,  1796'. 

THE  underfigned  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  the  French  republic, 
in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  his 
government,  has  the  honour  of 
tranfmitting  to  the  fecretary  of 
ftate  of  the  United  States*  a  refo- 
iution  taken  by  the  executive  of 
the  French  republic  on  the  litli 
Mefiidor,  4th  year,  relative  to  the 
conduct  which  the  ftiips  of  war  of 
the  republic  are  to  hold  toward 
neutral  veftels. 

“  The  flag  of  the  republic  will 
u  treat  the  flag  of  neutrals  in  the 
H  fame  manner  as  they  ihall  fuller 
a  it  to  be  treated  by -the  Englifh.” 

The  fentiments  which  the  Ame¬ 
rican  government  have  manifefted 
to  the  underfigned  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary,  do  not  permit  him  to 
doubt,  that  they  will  fee,  in  its  true 
light,  this  meal  lire  as  far  as  it  may 
concern  the  United  States,  and  that 
they  will  alio  feel  that  it  is  dilated 
by  imperious  circumftances,  and  ap¬ 
proved  b}r  juft  ice. 

Great  Britain,  during  the  war 
the  has  carried  on  againft  the  re- 
public,  has  not  ceafed  uftng  every 
means  in  her  power  to  add  to  that 
fcourge  fcourges  ftili  more  terrible. 
She  has  ufed  the  well-known  libe¬ 
rality  of  the  French  nation  to  th* 
detriment  of  that  nation.  Know¬ 
ing  how  faithful  France  has  always 
been  in  the  obfervance  of  her  trea¬ 
ties  ;  knowing  that  it  was  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  republic  to  refpedt  the 
flags  ot  all  nations,  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  has  caufed  neutral  veftels, 
and  in  particular  American  veftels, 
to  be  detained,  taken  them  into 
its  ports,  and  dragged  from  them 
Frenchmen  and  French  property. 
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France,  bound  by  a  treaty  with  the 
United  States,  could  find  only  a  real 
diiadvantage  in  the  article  of  that 
treaty,  which  caufed  to  be  refpe&ed, 
as  American  property,  Englifh  pro¬ 
perty  found  011  board  American 
veftels.  They  had  a  right,  under 
this  conftderation,  to  expedt  that 
America  would  take  fteps  in  favour 
of  her  violated  neutrality.  One  of. 
the  predeceffors  of  the  underfigned, 
in  July  1793,  applied  on  this  fubjedt 
to  the  government  of  the  United 
States;  but  he  was  not  fuccefsful. 
Neverthelefs  the  national  conven¬ 
tion,  who,  by  their  decree  of  the 
9th  of  May,  1793,  had  ordered 
the  feizure  of  enemy’s  property  on 
board  neutral  veftels,  declaring,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  mealure 
fliould  ceafe  when  the  Englifh 
fhould  refpedt  neutral  flags,  had 
excepted,  on  the  23d  of  the  fame 
month,  the  Americans  from  the 
operation  of  this  general  order. 
But  the  convention  was  obliged 
foon  to  repeal  the  law  which  con¬ 
tained  this  exception  fo  favourable 
to  Americans:  the  manner  in  which 
the  Englifh  condadled  themfelves, 
the  manifefl  intention  they  had  to 
flop  the  exportation  of  previfions 
from  America  to  France,  rendered ' 
it  unavoidable. 

The  national  convention  by  this 
had  reftored  the  equilibrium  of 
neutrality  which  England  had  de- 
ftroyed ;  had  difeharged  their  duty 
in  a  manner  juftified  by  a  thoufand 
paft  examples,  as  well  as  by  th<? 
neceflity  of  the  then  exifting  mo¬ 
ment.  They  might,  therefore,  to 
recall  the  orders  they  had  given  to 
feize  the  enemy’s  property  on  board1 
American  veftels,  have  waited  till 
the  Britifh  government  had  firft  de¬ 
finitively  revoked  the  fame  order,  a 
fufpenfion  only  of  which  was  pro- 
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duGed  by  the  embargo  laid  by  con- 
grefs  the  26th  of  March,  1794. 
But  as  foon  as  they  were  informed 
that,  under  orders  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Jay 
was  direded  to  remonftrate  aaainft 
the  vexatious  meafures  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  they  gave  orders,  by  the  law 
of  the  13th  Nivofe,  3d  year,  to  the 
ihips  of  war  of  the  republic  to 
rei'ped  American  veflels;  and  the 
committee  of  public  fafety,  in  their 
explanatory  refolve  of  the  14th  of 
the  fame  month,  haflened  to  landtion 
the  fame  principles.  The  national 
convention  and  the  committee  of 
public  fafety  had  every  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  this  open  and  liberal  con¬ 
duct  would  determine  the  United 
States  to  ufe  every  effort  to  put  a  flop 
to  the  vexations  impofed  upon  their 
commerce, to  the  injury  of  the  French 
republic;  they  were  deceived  in 
this  hope;  and  though  the  treaty 
of  friendfhip,  navigation,  and  com¬ 
merce,  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  had  been  figned 
fix  weeks  before  France  adopted 
the  meafure  I  have  juft  fpoken  of, 
the  Englifh  did  not  abandon  the 
plan  they  had  formed,  but  conti¬ 
nued  to  flop  and  carry  into  their 
ports  all  American  veffels  bound  to 
French  ports, orreturning  from  them. 

This  conduct  was  the  fubjecl  of 
a  note  which  the  underfigned  ad- 
drefl’ed  on  the  7  th  Vendemaire, 
4th  year  (29th  September  1795, 
0.  S.)  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate. 
The  remonltrances  which  it  con¬ 
tained  were  founded  on  the  duties 
of  neutrality,  upon  the  principles 
which  Mr.  Jeffeifon  had  laid  down 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  dated 
the  13th  September,  1794. 

Yet  this  note  has  remained  with¬ 
out  an  aufwer,  though  recalled  to 
fhp  remembrance  of  the  fecretary 
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of  ftate  by  a  difpatch  of  the  9th 
Germinal,  4th  year  (29th  March* 
1796,  O.  S.);  and  American  vef¬ 
fels  bound  to  French  ports,  or  re¬ 
turning  from  them,  have  ftill  been 
feizecl  by  the  Englifh.  Indeed 
more ;  they  have  added  a  new  vex¬ 
ation  to  thofe  they  had  already  im¬ 
pofed  upon  Americans;  they  have 
imprefled  feamen  from  on  board 
American  veflels,  and  have  thus 
found  the  means  of  ftrengthening 
their  crews  at  the  expence  of  the 
Americans,  without  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  having 
made  known  to  the  underfigned  the 
fteps  they  had  taken  to  obtain 
fatisfadfion  for  this  violation  of 
neutrality,  fo  hurtful  to  the  interefts 
of  France,  as  the  underfigned  hath 
fet  forth  in  his  difpatehes  to  the 
fecretary  of  ftate  of  the  9th  Ger¬ 
minal,  4th  year  (29th  March  1796, 
O.  S.),  19th  Germinal  (8th  April, 
1796),  and  lft  Floreal  (20th  April, 
1796),  which  have  remained  with¬ 
out  an  anfwer. 

The  French  government  then 
finds  itfelf,  with  refpeft  to  America 
at  the  prefent  time,  in  circumftances 
fimilar  to  thofe  ef  the  year  1795; 
and  if  it  fees  itfelf  obliged  to  aban¬ 
don,  with  refpeCt  to  them,  and  neu¬ 
tral  powers  in  general,  the  favour¬ 
able  line  of  conduct  it  purfued,  and 
to  adopt  different  meafures,  the 
blame  fhould  fall  ’upon  the  Britifli 
government:  it  is  their  condudt 
which  the  French  government  has 
been  obliged  to  follow. 

The  underfigned  minifter  pleni  • 
potentiary  conceives  it  his  duty  to 
remark  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate, 
that  the  neutral  governments,  or 
the  allies  of  the  republic,  have  no¬ 
thing  to  fear  as  to  the  treatment  of 
their  flag  by  the  French,  lince  if, 
keeping  within  the  bounds  of  theft* 
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neutrality',  they  cauie  the  rights  of 
that  neutrality  to  he  refpecied  by 
the  Englifh,  the  republic  will  re- 
ip  eft  them.  But  if,  through  weak¬ 
ness,  partiality,  or  other  motives, 
they  fliould  futfer  the  Englilh  to 
iport  with  that  neutrality,  and  turn 
it  to  their  advantage,  could  they 
then  complain,  when  France,  to 
reftore  the  balance  of  neutrality  to 
its  equilibrium,  flia.ll  aft  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  Englilh?  No, 
certainly  ;  for  the  neutrality  of  a 
nation  confifts  in  granting  to  bel* 
ligerent  powers  the  fame  advan¬ 
tages;  and  that  neutrality  no  longer 
exifts,  when,  in  the  courle  of  the 
war,  that  neutral  nation  grants  to 
one  of  the  belligerent  powers  advan¬ 
tages  not  ftipulated  by  treaties  an¬ 
terior  to  the  war,  or  fullers  that 
power  to  feize  upon  them.  The 
neutral  government  cannot  then 
complain  if  the  other  belligerent 
power  will  enjoy  advantages  which 
its  enemy  enjoys,  or  if  it  feizes 
upon  them  ;  otherwife  ‘that  neu¬ 
tral  government  would  deviate, 
with  refpeft  to  it,  from  the  line  of 
neutrality,  and  would  become  its 
enemy. 

The  underfigned  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  thinks  it  ufelefs  further 
to  develope  thefe  principles.  He 
does  not  doubt  that  the  fecretary 
of  Hate  feels  all  their  force ;  and 
that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will  maintain  from  all  vio¬ 
lation  a  neutrality  which  France 
has  always  refpecied,  and  will  al¬ 
ways  refpeft,  when  her  enemies 
do  not  make  it  turn  to  her  detriment. 

The  underligned  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  embraces  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  reiterating  to  the  fecretary 
of  Hate  the  afl'urance  of  his  el'teem, 
and  informs  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  he  will  caufe  this  note  to  be 


printed,  in  order  to  make  publicly 
known  the  motives  which,  at  the 
prefent  junfture,  influence  the  French 
republic. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  6th  Bru* 
maire,  5th  year  of  the  French 
republic,  one  and  lndivilible, 
(27th  Oft.  1796,  O.  S.) 

(Signed)  P.  A.  Adet, 


Ex  t  raft  from  the  Regi/ler  of  Ref  elu¬ 
tions  of  the  Executive  Directory, 
of  the  14 ili  Mejjidor ,  4 th  Year  of 
the  French  Republic ,  one  and  in - 
divijible. 

THE  executive  directory,  confb 
dering  that,  if  it  becomes  the  faith 
ot  the  French  nation  to  refpeft 
treaties  or  conventions  which  fa- 
cure  to  the  flags  of  fome  neutral 
or  friendly  powers  commercial  ad¬ 
vantages,  if  they  fhould  turn  to  the 
benefit  of  our  enemies,  either  through 
the  weaknels  of  our  allies  or  of 
neutrals,  or  through  fear,  through 
interefted  views,  or  through  what- 
ever  motives,  it  would,  ipfo  fafto, 
warrant  the  inexecution  of  the  ar- 
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tides  in  which  they  were  ftipulated, 
decrees  as  follows  : 

“  All  neutral  or  allied  powers- 
“  fliall,  without  delay,  be  notified, 
“  that  the  flag  of  the  French  re- 
“  public  will  treat  neutral  veflels, 
u  either  as  to  confifcation,  as  to 
u  fearches,  or  capture,  in  the  fame 
“  manner  as  they  lhull  futfer  the 
“  Englilh  to  treat  them/’ 

The  minifter  of  foreign  relations 
is  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  prefent  refolution,  which  fliall 
not  be  printed. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  Carnot,  Prefident. 

An f veer  of  the  Executive  Govern¬ 
ment  of  America  to  Citizen  Adet’s 

Note, 
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Note ,  enclojing  the  Decree  of  the 

Directory  refpetling  Neutral  VeJ- 
JeU. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  note,  of 
the  27th  ult.  covering  a  decree  of 
the  executive  directory  of  the  French 
republic,  concerning  the  commerce 
of  neutral  nations. 

This  decree  makes  no.  diftin&ion 
between  neutral  powers  who  can 
claim  only  the  rights  fecured  to 
them  by  the  law  of  nations,  and 
others  between  whom  and  the 
French  republic  treaties  have  im- 
pofed  fpecial  obligations.  Where 
no  treaties  exit!,  the  republic,  by 
feizing  and  confifcating  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  their  enemies  found  on 
board  neutral  veflels,  would  only 
exercife  an  acknowledged  right  un¬ 
der  the  law  of  nations.  If,  towards 
fuch  neutral  nations,  the  French 
republic  has  forborne  to  execute 
this  right,  the  forbearance  has  been 
perfectly  gratuitous.  The  United 
States,  by  virtue  of  their  treaty  of 
commerce  with  France,  ftand  on 
different  ground. 

In  the  year  1778,  France  volun¬ 
tarily  entered  into  a  commercial 
treaty  with  us,  on  principles  of 
perfect  reciprocity,  and  exprefsly 
ftipulating  that  free Jhips  Jhould  make 
free  goods.  That  is,  if  France 
ihould  be  at  war  with  any  nation 
with  whom  the  United  States  Ihould 
be  at  peace,  the  goods  (except  con¬ 
traband)  and  the  perfons  of  her 
enemies  (foldiers  in  actual  fervice 
excepted),  found  on  board  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  United  States,  were  to 
be  free  from  capture.  That,  on  the 
ether  hand,  if  the  United  States 
fhould  engage  in  war  with  any 
nation,  while  France  remained  at ' 
peace,  then  the  goods  (except  con¬ 
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traband)  and  the  perfons  of  our 
enemies  (foldiers  in  aCtual  fervice 
excepted),  found  on  board  French 
veflels,  were  alfo  to  be  free  from 
capture.  This  is  plainly  exp  relied 
in  the  23d  article  of  that  treaty, 
and  demonfirates,  that  the  recipro¬ 
city  thereby  llipulated  was  to  ope¬ 
rate  at  different  periods ;  that  is,  at 
one  time  in  favour  of  one  of  the 
contracting  parties,  and  of  the  other 
at  another  time.  At  the  prefen t 
time,  the  United  States  being  at 
peace,  they  potfefs  by  the  treaty  the 
right  of  carrying  the  goods  of  the 
enemies  of  France,  without  dubjeCt- 
ing  them  to  capture.  But  what  do 
the  fpiritof  the  decree  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  directory  and  the  current  of 
your  obfervations  require? — That 
the  United  States  Ihould  now  ara- 

C? 

tuitoufiy  renounce  this  right.  And 
what  reafon  is  afbgned  for  denying 
to  us  the  enjoyment  of  this  right? 
Your  own  words  furniih  the  anfwer: 
“  France,  bound  by  treaty  to  the 
“  United  States,  could  find  only  a 
“  real  dif advantage  in  the  articles 
u  of  that  treaty,  which  caul'ed  to 
“  be  refpeCted,  as  American  pro- 
“  perty,  Fnglilh  property  found  on 
“  board  American  vefiels."  This 
requilition,  and  the  reafon  afbgned 
to  fupport  it,  alike  excite  fur p rife. 
The  American  government,  fir, 
confcious  of  the  purity  of  its  in¬ 
tentions,  of  its  impartial  obfervance 
of  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  of  its 
inviolable  regard  to  treaties,  cannot 
for  a  moment  admit  that  it  has 
forfeited  the  riyht  to  claim  a  reci- 
procal  obfervance  of  ftipulations  011 
the  part  of  the  French  republic, 
whole  friendfiiip  moreover  it  has 
every  reafon  to  cultivate  with  the 
moft  perfeCt  fmcerity.  This  right, 
formerly  infringed  by  a  decree  of 
the  national  convention,  was  recog¬ 
nized 


nized  anew  by  the  repeal  of  that 
decree..  Why  it  lhould  be  again 
queftioned,  we  are  at  a  lots  to  de¬ 
termine.  We  are  ignorant  of  any 
new  reftraints  on  our  commerce  by 
the  Britith  government ;  on  the 
contrary,  we  poffei’s  recent  official 
information,  that  no  new  orders  have 
been  ijj'ucd. 

The  captures  made  by  the  Bri- 
tiffi,  of  American  veffiels  having 
French  property  on  board,  are  war¬ 
ranted  by  the  law  of  nations.  The 
force  and  operation  of  this  law  was 
contemplated  by  France  and  the 
United  States,  when  they  formed 
their  treaty  of  commerce;  and  their 
fpecial  ftipulation  on  this  point  was 
meant  as  an  exception  to  an  uni- 
verlal  rule ;  neither  our  tveaknefs 
nor  our  ftrength  have  any  choice, 
when  the  queftion  concerns  the  ob- 
l'ervance  of  a  known  rule  of  the 
law  of  nations. 

You  are  pleafed  to  remark,  that 
the  condud  of  Great  Britain,  in 
capturing  veffels  bound  t©  and  from 
French  ports,  had  been  the  fubjed 
of  a  note,  which,  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1795,  was  addretfed  to 
the  fecretary  of  Hate,  but  which 
remained  without  an  anfwer.  Very- 
fufficient  reafons  may  be  affigned 
for  the  omiliion.  The  fubjed,  in 
all  its  afpeds,  had  been  officially 
and  publicly  difcuffed;  and  the 
principles  and  ultimate  meafures  of 
the  United  States,  founded  on  their 
indifputable  rights,  were  as  pub¬ 
licly  fixed.  But  if  the  fubj'ed  had 
not,  by  the  previous  diicuffions, 
been  already  exhaufted,  can  it  be 
a  matter  of  furprife  that  there 
ffiould  be  a  repugnance  to  anfwer  a 
letter  containing  fuch  infinuations 
as  thefe? 

“  It  mufl  then  be  clear  to  every 
“  man,  who  will  difcard  prejudices. 


love,  hatred,  and,  in  a  word,  all 
the  paffions  which  lead  the  judg¬ 
ment  affray,  that  the  French  re- 
“  public  has  a  right  to  complain,  if 
“  the  American  government  fuf- 
“  fered  the  Engliffi  to  interrupt  the 
“  commercial  relations  which  ex  hi 
“  between  her  and  the  United 
“  States  ;  if  by  a  perfidious  conde- 
u  fcenfion  it  permitted  the  Engliih 
“  to  violate  a  right  which  it  ought, 
“  for  its  own  honour  and  interejt,  to 
“  defend;  if,  under  the  cloak  of 
“  neutrality,  it  prelented  to  England 
“  a  poniard  to  cut  the  throat  of  its 
“  faithful  ally  ;  if,  inline,  partaking 
“  in  the  tyrannical  and  homicidal 
“  rage  of  Great  Britain,  it  con- 
u  currcd  to  plunge  the  people  of 
ie  France  into  the  horrors  of  f  amine !” 
For  the  fake  of  preferving  harmony, 
filence  was  preferred  to  a  comment 
upon  thefe  infinuations. 

You  are  all'o  pleafed  to  refer  to. 
your  letters  of  March  and  April 
laft,  relative  to  impreffes  of  Ameri¬ 
can  feamen  by  Britifh  ffiips,  and 
complain  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  had  not  made, 
known  to  you  the  fteps  they  had 
taken  to  obtain  fatisfadion.  This, 
fir,  was  a  matter  which  concerned , 
only  that  government.  As  an  in¬ 
dependent  nation,  we  are  not  bound 
to  render  an  account  to  any  other 
of  the  meafures  we  deemed  proper 
for  the  protection  of  our  own  ci¬ 
tizens,  fo  long  as  there  was  not  the 
flighted;  ground  to  fufped  that  the 
government  ever  acquiefced  in  any 
aggreffion. 

But  permit  me  to  recur  to  the 
fubjed  of  the  decree  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  diredory. 

As  before  obferved,  we  are  of¬ 
ficially  informed  that  the  Britifh  li 
government  have  ifiued  no  new  or-  ■ 
ders  for  capturing  the  veflels  of  the 

United ' 
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[Jnited  States.  We  are  alfo  of¬ 
ficially  informed,  that,  on  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  notification  of  that 
lecree,  the  minifter  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris  applied  for  informa¬ 
tion,  “  Whether  orders  were  ifTued 
for  the  feizure  of  neutral  veffels, 
ind  was  informed,  that  no  fuch 
Drder  was  ilfued,  and  further,  that 
no  fuch  order  would  be  lffbed,  in 
:afe  the  Britifh  did  not  feize  our 
veffels.”  i  his  communication  from 
the  minister  of  the  United  States 
it  Paris,  to  their  minifter  at  Lon¬ 
don,  was  dated  the  281b  of  Auguft ; 
but  the  decree  of  the  diredory  bears 
date  the  14th  Mellidor,  anlwering 
to  the  2d  of  July.  Thefe  circum- 
dances,  together  with  fome  obferva- 
tions  in  your  note,  leave  the  Ame¬ 
rican  government  in  a  ftate  of 
uncertainty  of  the  real  intentions 
tf  the  government  in  France.  Al¬ 
low  me  then  to  afk,  whether,  in 
the  adual  Hate  of  things,  our  com¬ 
merce  is  confidered  as  liable  to 
utfer  any  new  reftridions  on  the 
3art  of  the  French  republic?  Whe¬ 
ther  the  reftraints  now  exercifed  bv 
-he  Britifh  government,  are  confi- 
lered  as  of  a  nature  to  juftify  a 
denial  of  thofe  rights  which  are 
dedoed  to  us  by  our  treaty  with 
rour  nation?  Whether  orders  have 
)een  aA  11  ally  given  to  the  fhips  of 
var  of  the  French  republic  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  veffels  of  the  United 
states  ?  And  what,  if  they  exift, 
ire  the  precife  terms  of  thofe  orders  ? 

The  queftions,  fir,  you  will  fee, 
lre  highly  interefting  to  the  United 
states.  It  is  with  extreme  concern 
h  it  the  government  finds  itfelf  re- 
luced  to  the  neceflity  of  a  (king  an 
explanation  of  this  nature;  and  if 
t  fhall  be  informed  that  a  new  line 
*f  condud  is  to  be  adopted  towards 
his  country,  on  the  ground  of  the 
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decree  referred  to,  its  furprife  will 
equal  its  regret,  that  principles 
fliould  now  be  queftioned,  which, 
after  repeated  dffcuftions  both  here 
and  in  France,  have  been  demon- 
fbated  to  be  founded,  as  we  con¬ 
ceive,  in  the  obligations  of  im¬ 
partial  neutrality,  0f  ftipulations  by 
treaty,  and  of  the  law  of  nations. 
I  hope,  fir,  you  will  find  it  con¬ 
venient,  by  an  early  anfwer,  to 
lemove  the  lufpence  in  which  the 
government  of  the  United  States  is 
now  held  on  the  queftion  aboveftated. 

I  fhall  clofe  this  letter  by  one  re¬ 
mark  on  the  Angularity  of  your 
caufing  the  publication  of  your 
note.  As  it  concerned  the  United 
States,  it  was  properK  add reffed  to 
its  government,  to  which  alone 
pei  tained  the  right  t  communi¬ 
cating  it  in  fuch  time  and  manner 
as  it  lhould  think  fit  to  the  citizens-- 
of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  fir,  with  great  refped, 

T  our  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Timothy  Pickering. 
United  States,  Philadelphia,  Nov.  3. 
To  M.  Ac/et,  minifter  plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  republic. 


Suh fiance  of  the  memorial  prefented 
by  Citizen  Adet  to  the  American 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affa 
previous  to  his  announcing  that  he 
was  no  longer  to  be  confidered  as 
the  Minifter  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public. 

T  FI  E  minifter  of  the  French 
republic,  through  the  whole  of 
his  note,  fpeaks  as  ading  under 
exprefs  orders  from  the  executive 
diredory.  After  expreffing  the  at¬ 
tachment  of  Lis  government  for  the 
American  people,  be  complains,  in 
the  name  of  the  dilatory,  of  a  vio¬ 
lation  on  the  prut  of  our  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  17th  article  of  the  trea¬ 
ty 
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article  ftipulates,  that  the  French 
fhall  be  at  liberty  to  bring  their 
prizes  into  our  ports  without  its 
being  lawful  for  any  of  our  officers 
to  take  cognizance  of  their  validity. 
In  contempt,  of  this  ftipulation,  he 
ftates  that  feveral  French  prizes 
brought  into  our  ports  have  been 
feized,  tried,  and  reftored  to  their 


to  annoy  the  French,  and  having, 
even  contrary  to  the  forced  inter¬ 
pretation  given  to  the  17th  article 
.  by  our  executive,  brought  their 
prizes  into  our  ports,  and  there 


original 


owners,  with  various  de¬ 


grees  of  delay,  vexation,  injuftice 
and  injury.  He  complains,  that 
the  Englith  were  buffered  to  arm 
in  our  ports  in  various  infiances, 
and  that  __  the  complaints  of  the 
agents  of  the  French  republic  ever 
proved  ineffectual  in  flopping  them. 
Perfons  fufpeCted  of  having  afiilted 

1  O 

in  terming  French  privateers  were 
immediately  thrown  into  prifon, 
while  thole  concerned  in  arming 
Britifh  veffels  were  never  molefied: 
the  executive,  in  thefe  infiances,  ex¬ 
hibiting  an  evident  partiality  for 
the  Englifh  and  no  regard  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  neutrality. 
The  fecond  ftipulation  'in  article 
17th,  prohibits  all  Englilh  Blips 
that  fhall  have  made  French  prizes 
from  entering  our  ports.  Our  ex¬ 
ecutive  have,  in  their  conftruCtion 
of  this  ftipulation,  confined  its  pro¬ 
hibitory  effcCt  to  Britifh  vcfl'els  at¬ 
tempting  to  come  in  with  their 
prizes.  The  minifter  protefis,  in 
the  name  of  the  directory,  againft 
the  propriety  of  this  confiruCtiom 
He  confiders  it  as  an  attempt  to 
add  to,  not  to  explain,  tiie  article. 
Even  on  the  fuppofition  that  the 
article  is  doubtful,  he  infills  on  the 
impropriety  of  an  ex  parte  con- 
ftruCtion.  He  cites  fundry  ex¬ 
amples  of  Englilh  fhips  of  war 
having  entered  our  ports,  contrary 
to  this  ftipulation,  having  made 
them  convenient  ftations  the  better 
13 


refitted  them  to  cruize  againft  the 


French. 

The  minifter  next  adverts  to  Jay’s 
million.  He  ftates^  that  France  was 
deceived  bv  the  declarations  of  our 
executive  when  that  bufmefs  was 
let  011  foot;  and  that  the  directory 
confiders  the  Britilh  treaty  as  de¬ 
priving  France  of  all  the  advanta¬ 
geous  fiipulations  intended  to  be 
fecured  to  her  by  the  treaty  of  1778; 
as  tending  to  render  the  neutrality 
of  America  advantageous  to  England 
to  the  detriment  of  France.  This 
treaty  abandons  the  modern  law  of 
nations,  which  even  England  had 
functioned  in  eleven  treaties,  and 
we  in  every  prior  commercial  treaty 
with  European  nations.  It  gives 
the  Englilh  the  facility  of  obtaining 
the  tranfportation  of  naval  ftores 
and  warlike  implements  whither- 
foever  they  pleafe  under  the  lhelter 
of  the  American  flag,  while  this 
facility  is  denied  to  France;  and 
thus  it  changes,  during  the  war,  the 
refpeClive  footing  of  the  belligerent 
powers  with  rcfpeCt  to  us.  The 
treaty,  he  further  Hates,  cuts  off  the 
fupplies  of  provifions,  w|iich-  France 
looked  for  from  this  country,  by 
ftipulating  that  the  Britilh  may,  in 
every  lituation,  feize  our  provilion 
veffels  bound  to  the  ports  of  their 
enemies.  In  lliort,  he  confiders  it 
as  a  breach  of  our  neutrality,  unlefs 
the  French  be  allowed  to  partake 


in  the  advantages  it  holds  out  to 


Great  Britain.  He  alfo  claims  ibis 
participation  in  purfuance  of  the 
fecond  article  of  the  treaty  of  i77^i» 
which  grants  the  French  all  the 


advantages  of  commerce  and  navi¬ 


gation 
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nation  enjoyed  by  the  mod  favoured 
mtions.  And  in  this  point  of  view 
he  orders  to  the  French  veflels  of 
yar  to  treat  the  American  flag  in 
:very  rein  eel  as  we  Avail  fuffer  it  to 
ie  treated  by  the  Engliih,  have  been 
ffued. 

The  minifter  proceeds  to  proteft, 
n  the  name,  and  by  the  orders  of 
he  executive  directory,  again  ft  the 
holation  of  the  17th  article.  He 
daims  replevy  of  all  feizures,  and 
he  annulling  of  all  judicial  ads 
with  refped  to  the  French  prizes, 
md  protefts  againft  all  oppoiition 
;o  the  fale  of  prizes.  lie  protefts 
igainft  the  violation  of  the  fame 
irticles,  by  our  admitting  into  oar 
torts  Britifli  armed  veflels,  and 
igainft  the  interpretation  put  by 
wr  executive  upon  that  article, 
le  declares,  that  the  directory  con- 
iders  our  treaty  with  Britain  as  a 
dotation  of  their  treaty  with  us, 
md  as  equivalent  to  a  treaty  of 
dliance  with  that  nation  ;  and,  in 
onfequence,  orders  him  to-fulpend 
11s  minifterial  fundions  here.  The 
lire  dory  declare,  that  they  do  not 
jvifti  this  meafure  to  be  conftdered 
n  the  light  of  a  rupture,  but  as  a 
nark  of  their  fenfe  of  injury,  which 
s  to  laft  until  they  can  obtain  fatis- 
adion.  They  reiterate  their  ex- 
treftionsof  friendlhip  for  the  people, 
mtwith handing  the  wrongs  of  the 
xecutive. 

The  minifter  concludes  byftating, 
hat  the  Frehch  republic  always 
iad  it  at  heart  to  cultivate  hannonv 
'y  a  mutual  interchange  of  good 
dices;  but  that  our  adminillration 
>ave  as  conftantly  endeavoured  to 
Teak  afunder  the  ties  which  con- 
ied  the  two  nations.  Early  under 
he  republic,  the  French  colonies 
I’ere  opened  to  us ;  the  ports  of 
ranee  alio,  on  the  fame  footing  as 
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to  their  own  veflels.  When  England 
violated  the  neutral  flag,  France, 
obliged  to  make  life  of  reprilals, 
exempted  from  the  meafure  the 
Americans ;  .and  though  forced,  for 
a  while,  much  againft  tlieir  inclina¬ 
tion,  to  withdraw  thef  exemption, 
they  early  renewed  it. 

While  France  was  thus,  even  du¬ 
ring  the  tempeft  of  a  revolution, 
treating  the  Americans  with  mark¬ 
ed  attention:  what,  alks  the  note, 
were  the  executive  of  the  United 
States  employed  in?  They  were 
queftioning  whether  they  would 
acknowledge  the  republic  and  re¬ 
ceive  their  ambaffador;  whether 
they  fliould  confider  the  treaty, 
the  price  of  American  liberty,  as 
binding;  whether  the  envoys  from 
exiled  and  rebellious  princes  fliould 
be  received;  an  ambiguous  procla¬ 
mation  of  neutrality  was  framed; 
French  privateers  were  haraflecl ; 
England  was  luffered  to  fport  with 
our  neutrality,  and  to  cut  up  our 
commerce  to  the  detriment  of 
France ;  Englifh  fhips  of  war  were 
admitted  in  our  ports;  the  advances 
of  France  for  a  renewal  of  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  commerce  were  eluded  under 
the  molt  frivolous  pretexts,  while 
our  executive  courted  the  Britifli, 
and  Folic i ted  a  treaty,  by  which, 
proftituting  our  neutrality,  we  fa- 
criflced  France  to  her  enemies ; 
and  this  whilft  a  review  of  .late 
events,  whilft  every  object  around, 
ft  ill  reminds  us  of  the  tyranny  of 
Britain,  and  the  generous  alliftance 
of  France. 

The  note  concludes  by  calling  on 
Americans  to  remember,  that,  if 
generous  minds  are  alive  to  injuries, 
they  can  forgive;  and  that  the 
French,  when  they  are  treated  as 
friends,  will  frill  be  found  faithful 
friends  and  generous  allies. 


A  Pro - 
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A  Proclamation  by  George  Wafhing- 

ton,  Prejidcnt  oj  the  United  States 

of  America. 

WHEREAS  an  explanatory  ar¬ 
ticle,  to  be  added  to  the  treaty  of 
amity,  commerce,  and  navigation, 
between  the  United  States  and  his 
Britannic  majefty,  was  concluded 
and  figned  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
4tli  day  of  May  1  aft ,  by  Timothy 
Pickering,  efq.  feeretary  of  Rate,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
by  Phineas  Bond,  efq.  the  commif- 
fmner  of  his  Britannic  majefty ; 
which  explanatory  article  is  in  the 
words  following: 

Explanatory  Article. 

Whereas  by  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and 
navigation,  concluded  at  London  on 
the  nineteenth  day  of  November, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
ninety-four,  between  his  Britannic 
majefty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  it  was  agreed  that  it 
fhould  at  all  times  be  free  to  his 
majefty ’s  fubjedls,  and  to  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States,  and  alfo 
to  the  Indians  dwelling  on  either 
fide  of  the  boundary  line  aftigned  by 
the  treaty  of  peace  to  the  United 
States,  freely  to  pafs  and  repafs,  by 
land  or  inland  navigation,  into  the 
refpective  territories  and  countries 
of  the  two  contracting  parties  on 
the  continent  of  America  (the  coun¬ 
try  within  the  limits  of  the  Hudfon 
Bay  company  only  excepted),  and 
to  navigate  all  the  lakes,  rivers, 
and  waters  thereof,  and  freely  to 
carry  on  trade  and  commerce  with 
each  other,  fubjedt  to  the  provifions 
and  limitations  contained  in  ,the 
faid  article:  And  whereas,  by  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
and  friendfhip  concluded  at  Gren¬ 
ville,  on  the  third  day  of  Auguft, 


one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
ninet3^-five  between  the  United 
States,  and  the  nations  or  tribes  of 
Indians  called  the  Wyandots,  Dela¬ 
wares,  Shawanoes,  Ottawas,  Chip- 
pewas,  Putawatimies,  Miamis,  Eel 
River,  Weeas,  Kickapoos,  Pianka* 
thaws,  and  Kafkafkias,  it  was  llipu- 
lated  that  no  perfon  fhould  be 
permitted  to  refide  at  any  of  the 
towns  or  hunting  camps  of  the  laid 
Indian  tribes  as  a  trader,  who  is  not 
furnifhed  with  a  licence  for  that 
purpofe,  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  ;  which  latter  ftipu-. 
jation  has  excited  doubts  whether 
in  its  operation  it  may  not  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  due  execution  of  the 
faid  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  : 
and  it  being  the  fincere  defire  of 
his  Britannic  majefty,  and  of  the 
United  S'tates,  that  this  point  fhould 
be  fo  explained  as  to  remove  all 
doubts,  and  promote  mutual  fatis- 
fatftion  and  friendfhip  :  and  for  this 
purpofe  his  Britannic  majefty  hav- 
iug  named  for  his  commiftioner, 
Phineas  Bond,  efq.  his  majefty’s 
conful  general  for  the  middle  and 
lbuthern  Rates  of  America  (and 
now  his  majefty’s  charge  d’affaires 
to  the  United  States) ;  and  the  Pre-> 
fident  of  the  United  States  having 
named  for  their  commiffioner  Ti¬ 
mothy  Pickering,  efq.  feeretary  ol 
Rate  of  the  United  States,  to  whom, 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  he  has  entrufted  this  nego¬ 
tiation  :  they,  the  faid  commiftion- 
ers,  having  communicated  to  each 
other  their  full  powers,  have,  in 
virtue  of  the  fame,  and  conforma¬ 
bly  to  the  fpirit  of  the  laft  article 
of  the  faid  treaty  of  amity,  com¬ 
merce,  and  navigation,  entered  into 
this  explanatory  article,  and  do  by 
tbefe  prefents  explicitly  agree  and 
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declare,  That  no  ftipulalions  in 
any  treaty  fubfequenily  concluded 
by  eithei  of  the  contracting  parties 
with  any  other  liate  or  nation,  or 
with  any  Indian  tribe,  can  be  un- 
dei  flood  to  derogate  in  any  man¬ 
ner  from  the  rights  of  free  inter- 
courie  and  commerce  lecured  by  the 
aforefaid  third  article  of  the  treaty 
of  amity,  commerce,  and  naviga¬ 
tion,  to  the  l'ubje&s  of  his  majefty, 
and  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  tiie  Indians  dwelling 
on  either  fide  of  the  boundary  line 
aforefaid  ,  but  that  all  the  faid  per- 
fons  fh all  remain  at  full  liberty 
freely  to  pals  and  repais,  by  land 
or  inland  navigation,  into  the  re- 
fpedive  territories  and  countries 
ol  the  contracting  parties,  on  either 
fide  of  the  faid  boundary  line,  and 
freely  to  carry  on  trade’  and  com- 
meice  with  each  other,  according 
to  the  ftipulations  of  the  faid  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  com¬ 
merce,  and  navigation. 

This  explanatory  article,  when 
the  fame  (hall  have  been  ratified 
b)  his  majefty,  and  by  the  prefident 
pf  the  United  States,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  confent  of  their 
fenate,  and  the  relpedive  ratifica¬ 
tions  mutually  exchanged,  (hall  be 
idded  to  and  make  a  part  of  the 
laid  tieaty  of  amity,  commerce, 
ind  navigation,  and  fhall  be  per¬ 
manently  binding  upon  his  majefty 
ind  the  United  States. 

Jn  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  faid 
commiffioners  of  his  majefty 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  Lmted  States  of  America, 
have  figned  this  explanatory 
aiticle,  and  thereto  affixed  our 
feals.  Done  at  Philadelphia, 
this  fourth  day  of  May,  in 
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PAPERS.  *353 

the  year  of  our  lord  one  thou- 
fund  feven  hundred  and  nine¬ 
ty-fix.  P.  Bond,  (l.  $.) 
Timothy  Pickering,  (l.  s.) 


And  whereas  the  faid  explana¬ 
tory  article  has  by  me,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  ienate 
of  the  United  States  on  the  one 
part,  and  by  his  Britannic  majefty 
on  the  other,  been  duly  approved 
and  ratified,  and  the  ratifications 
have  fince,  to  wit,  on  the  fixth  day 
of  October  laft,  been  duly  ex¬ 
changed  :  now,  therefore,  to  the 
end  that  the  laid  explanatory  arti¬ 
cle  may  be  executed  and  obfeived 
with  pun&uality  and  the  moll  fin- 
cere  regard  to  good  faith  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  I  hereby 
make  known  the  premifes ;  and  en¬ 
join  and  require  all  perfons  bear¬ 
ing  office,  civil  or  military,  within 
the  United  States,  and  all  others, 
citizens  or  inhabitants  thereof,  or 
being  within  the  fame,  to  execute 
and  obf'erve  the  laid  explanatory 
article  accordingly. 

In  tettimony  whereof  I  have 
caufed  the  feal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed  to  thefe 
prefents,  and  figned  the  fame 
with  my  hand. 

Given  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
the  fourth  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
ninety-fix,  and  of  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  twenty-firlf. 

(l.  s.)  George  Washington. 
By  the  prefident, 

Timothy  Pickering( 
Secretary  of  State. 


*  A  a 
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Speech  of  George  Washington,  P  ref- 
dent  of  the  united  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  both  liovfcs  of  C vfigrej's, 
December  7,  1796k 
Fellow  Citizens  of  the  fenate,  and 
of  the  houle  of  reprefentatives, 
IN  recurring  to  the  internal  fi tu¬ 
ition  of  oui  country  fhice  I  had 
la.fl  the  pleafure  to  addreis  you,  I 
find  ample  realon  for  a  renewed  ex* 
predion  of  that  giatuude  to  the 
Holer  of  tiie  Uni verfe,  which  a  con¬ 
tinued  feries  of  prosperity  has  lb 
often  and  lb  juftly  called  forth* 

The  acts  of  the  la.lt  fefhon,  which 
required  fpecial  arrangements*  have 
been,  as  far  as  ciicumitances  would 
admit,  carried  into  operation. 

Me. lures  calculated  to  enfure  a 
continuance  of  the  friendihip  of 
the  Indians,  and  to  pieferve  peace 
alo  g  the  extent  of  our  interior 
frontier,  have  been  dgefied  and 
adopted.  In  the  framing  of  thele, 
care  has  been  taken  to  guard,  on 
th  e  one  hand,  our  advanced  lettle- 
ments  from  the  predatory  incur* 
lions  of  thole  unruly  individuals 
vrho  cannot  be  reftrairied  by  their 
tribes  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  to 
protect  the  nghts  fecuied  to  the  In¬ 
dians  by  treaty  ;  to  draw  them 
nearer  to  the  civilized  ftate,  and 
inlpire  them  with  correct  concep¬ 
tions  of  the  power,  as  well  as  jultice 
of  the  government. 

The  meeting  of  the  deputies 
from  the  Greek  nation  at  Ookrain 
in  the  hate  of  Georgia,  which  had 
for  a  principal  objeCi  the  purchase 
02  a  parcel  of  their  land  by  that 
ftate,  broke  up  without  its  being 
accomplished ;  the  nation  having, 
previoufly  to  their  departure,  in- 
Itiuded  them  againft  making  any 
lale  ;  the  occalion,  however,  has 


been  improved,  to  confirm,  by  $ 
new  treaty  with  the  Creeks,  their 
pre-exiltmg  engagements  with  the 
United  Slates,  and  to  obtain  their 
confent  to  the  effabldh merit  of. 
trading  houles  and  military  polls 
within  theii  boundary,  by  means  of 
which  their  friendihip  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  peace  may  be  more  e  lie  dually 
fecured* 

The  period  during  the  late  fef- 
fron.  at  which  the  appropriation 
was  pali'ed  lor  carrying  into  effect 
the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  arid 
navigation  between  the  United 
States  and  his  Britannic  majefty, 
tiecellarily  procraftinated  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  pods  ftipulated  to  be 
delivered,  beyond  the  date  alfigned 
for  that  event.  As  foon,  however, 
as  the  governor- general  of  Canada 
could  be  uddreffed  with  propriety 
on  the  fubjed,  arrangements  were 
cordially  and  promptly  concluded  for 
their  evacuation ; -and  the  United 
States  took  poflelfion  ©f  the  princi¬ 
pal  of  them,  comprehending  Ofwego, 
Niagara,  Detroit,  Michahmakinac 
and  Fort  Miami,  where  fuch  repairs 
and  additions  have  been  ordered  to 
be  made  as  appeared  hidifpen- 
fable. 

The  commiflioners  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  and  oi 
Great  Britain,  to  determine  which 
is  the  river  St.  Croix  mentioned  in 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  agreed 
in  the  choice  of  Egbert  Benfon, 
elq.  of  New  York  for  the  third 
commiffioner.  The  whole  met  at 
St.  Andrew’s,  Paffamiquodday  Bay, 
in  the  beginning  of  October,  and 
directed  i'urveys  to  he  made  of  tin 
rivers  in  difpute  ;  but  deeming  il 
impracticable  to  have  thefe  i'urveys 
completed  before  the  next  year,  the) 
adjourned  to  meet  at  Bolton,  in  Au- 


guft  1797,  for  tbe  final  decifion  of 
the  queftion. 

Other  commiffioners  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
agreeably  to  the  7th  article  of  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  relative 
to  captures  and  condemnation  of 
veffels  and  other  property,  met  the 
commiffioners  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty  in  London,  in  Auguft  laft, 
when  John  Trumbull,  efq.  was 
chofen  by  lot  for  the  fifth  com- 
miflioner.  In  October  following 
the  board  were  to  proceed  to  bufi- 
tiefs.  As  yet  there,  has  been  no 
communication  of  commifiioners  on 
the  part  ol  Great  Britain  to  unite 
with  thole  who  have  been  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  fixth  article 
of  the  treaty. 

I  he  treaty  with  Spain  required 
that  the  comniillioners  lor  running 
the  boundary  line,  between  the  teiv 
ritory  of  the  United  States  and  his 
:atholic  majefty’s,  provinces  of  Eaft 
md  Weft  Florida,  ftiould  meef  at 
he  Natches,  before  the  expiration 
)f  fix  months  after  the  exchange 
ft  the  ratifications,  which  was  el¬ 
ected  at  Aranjuez,  on  the  25th  of 
Vpril ;  and  the  troops  of  his  catholic 
najefty,  occupying  any  polls  with- 
!1  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
*:ere  within  the  fame  period  to  be 
withdrawn.  The  eammifiioner  of 
iie  United  States,  therefore,  com¬ 
menced  bis  jourpey  from  the 
etches  in  September,  and  troops 
'ere  ordered  to  occupy  the  polls 
'om  which  the  Spanilh  gavrifons 
lould  be  withdrawn,  Information 
as  been  recently  received  of  the 
ppointment  of  a  cornmiffioner  <m 
be  part  of  his  catholic  rnajefty  for 
■nning  the  boundary  line;  bat  none 
1  any  appointment  for  the  adjuft- 
t^nt  of  the  cliftms  of  our  citizens. 


whofe  vefiels  were  captured  by  the 
armed  veflels  of  Spain. 

In  purfuance  of  the  aS  of  con- 
grels,  pafied  in  the  laft  feffion,  for 
the  protection  and  relief  of  Ameri¬ 
can  leamen,  agents  were  appoint¬ 
ed,  one  to  refide  in  Great  Britain, 
and  the  other  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
1  he  effects  ot  the  agency  in  the 
Weft  Indies  are  not  yet  fully  afeer- 
tained  ;  but  thole  winch  have  been 
communicated  afford  grounds  to 
believe  tbe  meaiure  will  be  bene¬ 
ficial.  The  agent  deftined  to  refide 
in  Great  Britain  declining  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  appointment,  the  bulinefs 
has  confequently  devolved  on  the 
number  of  the  United  States  in 
London ;  and  will  command  his 
attention,  until  a  new  agent  lhall  be 
appointed. 

After  many  delays  and  difap- 
pointments,  arifing  out  of  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  war,  the  final  arrangements 
lor  fulfilling  the  engagements  made 
to  the  dey  and  regency  of  Algiers 
will,  in  all  prelent  appearance,  be 
crowned  with  fuccels  ;  but  under 
great,  though  inevitable  diladvan- 
tages,  in  the  pecuniary  tranfaCHons, 
occafioned  by  that  war;  which  will 
render  a  further  provision  neeeffarv. 
rl  he  aiftual  liberation  of  all  our 
citizens  who  were  pn loners  in  Al¬ 
giers,  while  it  gratifies  every  feel¬ 
ing  heart,  is  itieit  an  earned  of  a 
futis  factory  termination  of  the  whole 
negotiation. 

Meafuves  are  in  operation  for  ef¬ 
fecting  treaties  with  the  regencies  of 
Turns  and  Tripoli. 

To  an  active  external  commerce 
the  protection  ci  a  naval  force  is 
ind -I  pen  (able,  'fins  is  man  i  felt 

with  regard  to  wais  in  which  a 
ftate  is  itiell  a  party  ;  hut  befides 
this,  it  is  our  own.  experience,  that 
the  moft  fincere  neutrality  is  not  a 
*  A  a.  at  -  fuifi cieut 
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fufficient  guard  againft  the  depre¬ 
dations  of  nations  at  war.  To  le- 
cure  refpebt  to  a  neutral  flag,  re¬ 
quires  a  naval  force,  organized,  and 
ready  to  vindicate  it  from  inful t 
or  aggreftion.  This  may  even  pre¬ 
vent  the  neceflity  of  going  to  war, 
by  difcouraging  belligerent  powers 
from  committing  fuch  violations  of 
the  rights  of  the  neutral  party  as 
may,  firft  or  laft,  have  no  other 
option.  From  the  belt  informa¬ 
tion  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  it 
would  feem  as  if  our  trade  to  the 
Mediterranean,  without  a  protecting 
force,  will  always  be  inlecure,  and 
our  citizens  expofed  to  the  calami¬ 
ties  from  which  numbers  of  them 
have  but  juft  been  relieved.  Thele 
coniide  rations  invite  the  United 
States  to  look  to  the  means,  and  to 
fet  about  the  gradual  creation  of  a 
navy.  The  increaling  progrefs  of 
their  navigation  promifes  them,  at 
no  diftant  period,  the  requilite  fup- 
ply  ol  learnen ;  and  their  means,  in 
other  refpects,  favour  the  under¬ 
taking.  It  is  an  encouragement, 
likewise,  that  their  particular  litua- 
tion  will  give  weight  and  influence 
to  a  moderate  naval  force  in  their 
hands.  \\  ill  it  not  then  be  advi- 
fable  to  begin,  without  delay,  to 
provide  and  lay  up  the  materials 
for  ti  e  building  and  equipping  of 
flops  ol  war;  and  to  proceed  in  the 
work  by  degrees,  in  proportion  as, 
pur  1  elources  (hull  render  it  practi¬ 
cable,  without  inconvenience ;  lb 
that  a  future  war  of  F.urope  may 
not.  find  our  commerce  in  the  fame 
unprotected  ftate  m  which  it  was 
found  by  the  prelent  ? 

Cong  1  els  have  repeatedly,  and 
not  without  fy reels,  directed  their 
attent.on  to  the  encouragement  of 
in  am  facmres.  '1  he  object  is  of  too 
much  conlequence  not  to  enluie  a 


continuation  of  their  efforts,  in 
every  way  which  will  appear  eli¬ 
gible.  As  a  general  rule,  manu¬ 
factures  on  a  public  account  are 
inexpedient ;  but  where  the  ftate 
of  things  in  a  country  leaves  little 
hope  that  certain  branches  of  ma¬ 
nufacture  will,  for  a  great  length 
of  time,  obtain  ;  when  thele  are  of 
a  nature  effential  to  the  furnilhing 
and  equipping  of  the  public  force; 
in  the  time  of  war,  are  not  efta- 
blifhments  for  procuring  them  on 
the  public  account,  to  the  extent  of 
the  ordinary  demand  for  the  public 
fcrvice,  recommended  by  ftrong  con- 
fiderations  of  national  policy,  as 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule  > 
Ought  our  country  to  remain  in 
fuch  cafes  dependent  on  foreign 
fupply,  precarious,  becaufe  liable 
to  be  interrupted  ?  If  the  neceffary 
articles  fbouid  in  this  mode  coil; 
more  in  time  of  peace,  will  not  the 
l’ecurity  and  independence  thence 
arifmg  form  an  ample  compenfa- 
tion  (  Eftabiifhments  of  this  lorl, 
comm.enlurate  only  with  the  calls, 
of  the  public  fervice  in  the  time  of 
peace,  will,  in  time  of  war,  ealily’ 
be  extended  in  proportion  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  government,  and, 
even  perhaps  be  made  to  yield  a> 
furplus,  tor  the  lupply  of  our  citi¬ 
zens  at  large  ;  fo  as  to  mitigate  the 
privateers  from  tile  interruption  of 
their  trade.  If  adopted,  the  plan 
ought  to  exclude  all  thole  branches, 
which  ai  e  already,  or  likely  loon  to 
be  eftablifhed  in  the  country,  in 
order  that  there  may  be  no  danger 
of  interference  with  pdrfuits  of  inr 
dividual  iuduftry. 

It  will  not  be  doubted  that,  with 
reference  either  to  individual  or 
national  welfare,  agriculture  is  ol 
primary  importance.  In  propor¬ 
tion  as  nations  advance  in  poj  ula- 

tion, 
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tlon,  and  other  circumdances  of 
maturity,  this  truth  becomes  more 
apparent,  and  renders  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  foil  more  and  more  an 
objed  of  public  patronage.  Infti- 
tutions  for  promoting  it  grow  up, 
Supported  by  the  public  purfe  ; 
and  to  what  objed  can  it  be  dedi¬ 
cated  with  greater  propriety  ?  Among 
the  means  which  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  to  this  end,  none,  have  been 
attended  with  greater  fuccefs  than 
the  ellablifliment  of  boards,  com- 
poled  of  proper  characters,  charged 
with  collecting  and  dibbling  infor¬ 
mation,  and  enabled  by  premiums, 
end  (mall  'pecuniary  aids,  to  en¬ 
courage  and  abift  a  fpirit  of  difco- 
very  and  improvement. 

I  have  heretofore  propofed  to 
the  conlideration  of  congrefs  the 
expediency  of  eltablifhing  a  nati¬ 
onal  univerfity,  and  alfo  a  military 
academy.  '1  he  debrablenels  of 
both  thefe  inftitu tions  has  l‘o  con- 
ftantly  increafed  with  every  new 
view  I  have  taken  of  the  lubjeCt, 
that  I  cannot  omit  the  opportunity 
of  once  for  all  recalling'  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  them. 

The  alterably  to  which  I  addrefs 
myfelf  is  too  enlightened  not  to  be 
fully  fenlible  how  much  a  flourilh- 
ing  hate  of  the  arts  and  faiences 
pontnbutes  to  national  prolperity 
and  reputation.  True  it  is  that 
Cur  country,  much  to  its  honour, 

V,1 

Contains  leminaries  ol  learning, 
highly  refj.edable  and  ufalbl  ;  but 
the  funds  upon  which  they  reit, 
are  too  narrow  to  command  the 
ableft  profeflbrs  in  the  different  de¬ 
partments  of  liberal  knowledge, 
for  the  inftjtuiion  contemplated, 
though  they  vvould  be  excellent 
auxiliaries. 

Among  the  motives  to  Inch  an 
jnuuution,  the  uiiimilation  of  the 
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principles,  opinions,  and  manners 
of  our  countrymen,  by  the  com¬ 
mon  education  of  a  portion  of  our 
youth  from  every  quarter,  well  de¬ 
serves  attention.  The  more  homo¬ 
geneous  our  citizens  can  be  made 
in  thefe  particular'-,  the  greater 
will  be  our  prolpeft  of  permanent 
union  ;  and  a  primary  object  of 
Inch  a  national  .nititution  Ihould 
be  the  education-  of  our  youth  in 
the  fcience  of  government,  in  a 
republic,  what  lpecies  of  knowledge 
can  be  equally  important ;  and  what 
duty  more  probing  on  its  legillature 
than  to  patronize  a  pian  for  com¬ 
municating  it  to  thofe  who  are  to 
be  the  future  guardians  of  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  country  ? 

While,  in  our  external  relations, 
fome  lerious  inconveniences  and 
embarraflinents  have  been  over¬ 
come,  and  others  lellened,  it  is  with 
much  pain  and  deep  regret  i  men¬ 
tion,  that  circumdances  of  a  very 
unwelcome  nature  have  lately  oc¬ 
curred.  Our  trade  has  Inhered, 
and  is  fudering,  extenbve  injuries 
in  the  Well  Indies,  Irom  the  cruif- 
ers  and  agents  of  the  French  re- 

4-, 

public  ;  and  communications  have 
been  received  from  its  minider 
here,  which  indicate  the  danger  of 
a  further  difturbance  of  our  com¬ 
merce  by  its  authority,  and  which 
are,  in  other  relpeCts,  far  from 
agreeable. 

D  1  • 

It  has  been  my  conftant,  fincere, 
and  earned  will),  in  conformity 
with  that  of  our  nation,  to  main¬ 
tain  cordial  harmony  and  a  per¬ 
fectly  friendly  under Handing  with 
that  republic.  T  his  wilh  remains 
unabated  ;  and  I  ihall  perfevere  in 
the  endeavour  to  fulfil  it,  to  thd 
utmoft  extent  of  what  ilia.ll  b,e  con¬ 
fident  with  a  juft  and  indil’penfable 
regard  to  the  rights  and  honour  of  ; 
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<nrr  country  ;  nor  will  I  eafily  ceafe 
to  che  riffs  the  expectation,  that  a 
fpirit  of  juftice,  candour,  and  friend¬ 
ship,,  on  the  part  of  the  republic, 
will  eventually  enfure  fuccels. 

In  pnriuing  this  courfe,  however, 
I  cannot  forget  what  is  due  to  the 
character  of  our  government  and 
nation  or  to  a  full  and  entire  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  good  fenfe,  patriotifm, 
feif-refped,  and  fortitude  of  my 
countrymen. 

George  Washington. 


Addrefs  of  the  Senate ,  prefented  by 
their  P  ref  dent,  John  Adams,  to 
the  I' rejident  of  the  Unit  d  States; 
in  Ait/wcr  to  the  above  Speech , 
Dec .  i  i. 

WE  thank  you,  fir,  for  your  faith- 
ftd  and  detailed  expofure  of  the  ex¬ 
iting  (ituation  of  our  country;  and 
we  fincerely  join  in  fentiments  of 
gratitude  loan  overruling  Providence 
for  the  diftinguifhed  ffrare  of  public 
profpenty  and  private  happinefs, 
which  the  people  of  the  United 
States  fo  peculiarly  enjoy. 

We  obierve  with  pie  afore,  that 
the  delivery  of  the  military  pelts 
lately  occupied  bv  the  Britilh  forces 
within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  was  made  with  cordiality 
and  promptitude,  as  foon  as  cir-. 
cumftances  would  admit ;  and  that 
the  other  provifions  of  our  objects 
of  eventual  arrangement  are  now 
about  beirfg  carried  into  effect  with 
entire  harmony  and  good  faith. 

1  We  perfectly  coincide  with  you 
in  opinion,  that  the  importance  of 
ear  commerce  demands  a  naval 
force  for  its  protection  again (l  fo¬ 
reign  infult  and  depredation  ;  and 
our  fohcitudc  to  attain  that  object 


will  be  always  proportionate  to  its 
magnitude. 

The  necefiity  of  accelerating  the 
eftablifhment  of  certain  ufefui  ma¬ 
nufactures  bv  the  intervention  of 
legiflative  aid  and  protection,  and 
the  encouragement  due  to  agnail- 
ture  by  the  creation  ol  boards 
(computed  of  intelligent  individu¬ 
als)  To  patronize  tins  primary  pur-- 
fuit  of  fociety,  are  fubjects  which 
will  readily  engage  our  ruoft  fenousk 
attention. 

A  national  univerfity  may  be  con¬ 
verted  to  the  molt  uleful  purpofes. 
The  fcience  of  legislation  being  fo 
effentially  dependent  on  the  endow¬ 
ments  of  the  mind,  the  public  in¬ 
terest  mull  receive  effectual  aid  from 
the  general  diffulion  of  knowledge; 
and  the  United  States  wiM  afiume  a 
more  dignified  ftation  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  by  the  foe- 
cefsful  cultivation  of  the  hiaheflt 

O 

branches  of  literature. 

We  fincerely  lament,  that  while 
the  conduct  of  the  United  States 
has  been  uniformly  imprefied  with 
the  character  of  equity,  modera-  i 
tion,  and  love  of  peace,  in  the 
maintenance  of  all  their  foreign  re- 
lationffiips,  our  trade  ffsould  be  fo.  i 
haraffed  by  the.  crullers  and  agents 
of  the  republic  of  France,  through¬ 
out  the  exteufive  departments  of  the 
Weft  Indies. 

We  cordially  aequiefee  in  the 
reflection  that;  the  United  States, 
under  the  operation  of  the  federal 
government,  have  experienced  a 
moft  rapid  aggrandizement  and; 
prosperity,  as  well  political  as  com¬ 
mercial. 

While  contemplating  the  eaufes 
that  produce  this  aufpicious  re- 
falt,  we  muft  acknowledge  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  the  confututionai  lyf- 
terrg  and  the  wifdom  of  the  legifla- 

tive 
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live  provifions:  but  we  fhouki  be 
deficient  in  gratitude  and  jultice, 
did  we  not  attribute  a  great  portion 
of  ihefe  advantages  to  the  virtue, 
firuinefs,  and  talents  of  your  ud- 
miniftration,  which  have  been  cOu- 
fpicuoufly  diiplayed  in  the  molt  try¬ 
ing  times,  and  on  the  molt  critical 
occafions.  It  is,  therefore,  with 
the  lincereft  regret,  that  we  now 
receive  an  official  notification  of 
your  intention  to  retire  from 
the  public  employments  of  your 
country. 

When  we  review  the  various 
fcenes  of  your  public  life,  fo  long 
and  fo  fuccefsfully  devoted  to  the 
molt  arduous  fervices,  civil  and 
military,  as  well  during  the  ftrug- 
gles  of  the  American  revolution,  as 
the  convulfive  periods  of  a  recent 
date,  we  cannot  look  forward  to  your 
retirement  without  our  warmeft  af¬ 
fections  and  moft  anxious  regards 
accompanying  you,  and  without 
mingling  with  our  fellow-citizens  at 
large  the  iincerelt  wi flies  for  your 
perlbnal  liappinefs  that  fenfibility 
and  attachment  can  exprefs. 

The  molt  effeUuul  confolation 
that  can  offer  tor  the  lofs  we  are 
about  .  to  fu (fain,  arifes  from  the 
animating  rejection,  that  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  your  example  will  ex¬ 
tend  to  your  fucceffors,  and  the 
United  States  thus  continue  to  en¬ 
joy  an  able,  upright,  and  energetic 
adminiltration. 

John  Adams,  vice  prefident  of 
the  United  States,  and  pi  eli- 
dent  of  the  fenate. 


The  PreJiJ cut’s  Reply. 

Gentlemen, 

IT  affords  me  great  fatisfacTion 
to.  find  in  your  ad-dreifs  a  concur¬ 
rence  in  fentiment  with  me  on  th* 
various  topics  which  !  pfeiehted  for 
your  information  and  deliberations 
and  that  the  latter  will  receive  from 
you  an  attention  proportioned  i# 
their  relpe&ive  importance. 

f'or  the  notice  you  take  of  my 
public  fervices,  civil  and  military, 
and  your  kind  wifhes  for  my  per* 
fonnl  hanpinefs,  I  beg  you  to  accept 
my  cordial  thanks.  Tliele  fervices, 
and  greater,  had  1  pofleffed  ability  to 
render  them,  were  due  to  the  unani¬ 
mous  calls  of  my  country;  and  it* 
approbation  is  my  abundant  reward. 

When  contemplating  the  period 
of  my  retirement,  I  law  virtuous 
and  enlightened  men,  among  whom 
I  re  fled  on  the  difeernment  ami 
patriotifm  of  my  fellow-citizens  to 
make  the  proper  choice  of  a  i'uc* 
ceffor ;  men  who  would  require  no 
influential  example  to  enf.ure  to  tbs 
United  States  “  an  able,  upright, 
and  energetic  adminiftration."  To 
fuch  men  I  fhall  cheerfully  yield  the 
palm  of  genius  and  talents/ to  feme 
our  common  country  ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  1  hope  I  may  be  indulged 
m  exprefling  the  confiding  reflecinm 
(which  confcioufneis  fuggefis),  and 
to  bear  it  with  me  to  the  grave,  that 
none  can  lerve  it  with  purer  inten¬ 
tions  than  I  have  done,  or  with  a 
more  difinterefted  zeal. 

George  WasniNexox. 


CHARACTERS. 


CHARACTERS : 


MICHAEL  ANGELO  - 

- 

K» 

- 

- 

- 

page  1 

AIR.  GIBBON  - 

-  3 

ERASMUS  - 

LEIBNITZ- 

EARL  CLONCARTIE 

- 

■» 

- 

- 

-  25 

JAMES  USHER 

-  ' 

- 

- 

- 

-  29 

EDWARD  KELLY  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

m 

-  33 

MARGARET  FINCH 

- 

- 

- 

-  35 

SOCIETY  IN  RUSSIA 

- 

- 

;  -  % 

- 

- 

-  36 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  TURKS 

.  - 

- 

- 

-  39 

SURINAM  PLANTER 

‘ 

4* 

- 

- 

- 

-  42 

NATURAL  HISTORY 

- 

m 

• 

45 

to  6$ 

USEFUL  PROJECTS 

- 

- 

■at 

- 

64 

-  114 

ANTIQUITIES  - 

«*  . 

- 

- 

- 

115 

•  *3* 

MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS 

- 

- 

- 

- 

*3* 

-  136 

POETRY  -  -  -  - 

- 

- 

- 

SB 

167 

-  19$ 

ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS  - 

£*» 

- 

- 

01 

176 

-  397 

CHARACTERS. 


[  I  1 


CHAR  A 

/  . 


Anecdotes  of  Michael  Angelo. 

From  Anecdotes  of  fame  diftinguijhed 
Perfuns,  chiefly  of  the  prefent  and 
tiro  preceding  Centuries.  Vol.  I II.] 

rH  I  S  great  man,  from  his  in¬ 
fancy,  (hewed  a  llrong  incli- 
ation  for  painting,  and  made  fo 
apid  a  progrefs  in  it,  that  he  is 
lid,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  to  have 
een  able  to  correft  the  drawings  of 
is  mailer  Dominico  Ghirlandai. 
fhen  he  was  an  old  man,  one  of 
lefe  drawings  being  (hewn  to  him, 
e  modeftly  laid,  “  In  my  youth  I 
was  a  better  artill  than  I  am 
now." 

His  quicknefs  of  ey«  was  wonder- 
d.  He  uled  to  fay  that  a  fculptor 
iotild  carry  his  compafs  in  his  eye. 
The  hands,  indeed,’'  laid  he,  “  do 
the  work,  but  the  eye  judges/’ 

Of  his  power  of  eye  he  was  fo 
?rtain,  that  having-Vmce  ordered  a 
lock  of  marble  to  be  brought  to 
im,  he  told  the  llone-cutter  to  cut 
way  l'ome  particular  parts  of  the 
larble,  and  to  polilh  others.  Very 
>on  an  exquifitely  line  figure  darts 
i’t  from  the  block.  The  ftone- 
Jtter,  furprifed,  beheld  it  with  ad¬ 
oration,  “  Well  my  friend,"  fays 
lichael  Angelo,  “  what  do  you 
think  of  it  now  ?’*  “  l  hardly 

Vol.  X;XXVIII. 
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“  know  what  to  think  of  it,"  an- 
Iwered  the  altoniihed  mechanic,  “  it 
“  is  a  very  fine  figure  to  be  fure.  I 
“  have  infinite  obligations  to  you, 
“  Sir,  for  thus  making  me  difeover 
“  in  myfelf  a  talent  which  I  never 
“  knew  I  polTefled." 

Angelo,  full  of  the  great  and  fu- 
blime  ideas  of  his  art,  lived  very 
much  alone,  and  never  fudered  a  dav 
to  pafs  without  handling  his  cliidel 
or  his  pencil.  When  fume  perfon 
reproached  him  with  leading  fo  me¬ 
lancholy  and  folitary  a  life,  “Art," 
he  replied,  “  is  a  jealous  thing;  it  re- 
“  quires  the  whole  and  entire  man." 

On  being  afked  why  he  did  not 
marry,  he  faid,  “  My  art  is  my 
“  wife,  and  gives  me  all  the  trouble 
“  that  a  married  life  would  do.  My 
“  works  will  be  my  children.  Who 
“  would  overhear  of  Ghiberti,  if  he 
“  had  not  made  the  gates  of  the 
“  Baptidery  of  St.John.  His  chil- 
“  dren  have  didipated  his  fortune ; 
“  his  gates  remain.” 

On  being  one  day  a(ked  what  he 
thought  of  Ghiberti’s  gates;  “  they 
“  are  fo  beautiful,"  replied  Angeki, 
“  that  they  may  ferve  as  the  ga^es 
“  of  paradife." 

He  one  day  went  with  Vafari  to 
fee  Titian  at  work  at  the  palace  of 
the  Belvidere  at  Rome,  who  had 
then  his  pi<51ure  of  Danae  on  the 
1^  eafel. 
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eafel.  When  they  returned,  Angelo  crowns.  Doni  returned  him  word 
fair!  to  Vafari,  “  I  much  approve  of  that  he  thought  forty  crowns  were 
“  Titians  colouring,  and  bis  manner  fuflicient  for  the  pidure.  Angelo 
“of  work;  but  what  a  pity  it  is,  gave  him  to  underhand  that  he  now 
“that  in  the  Venetian  fchool  they  afked  one  hundred  crowns.  Doni 
“  do  not  learn  to  draw  corredly,  and  informed  him,  that  he  would  now 
“  that  they  have  not  a  better  tafte  give  him  the  feventy  crowns.  An- 
“  of  ftudy  1  If  Titian's  talents  bad  gelo  fent  him  for  anfwer,  that  he 
(t  been  feconded  by  a  knowledge  of  mud  either  return  him  the  pidurej 
“  Art  and  of  drawing,  it  would  liave  or  fend  him  one  hundred  and  forty] 
“been  impoffible  for  any  one  to  crowns.  Doni  kept  the  pfoture,  anc 
“  have  done  more  or  better.  He  paid  the  money. 

“  polTelTes  a  great  (hare  of  genius,  Angelo  was  ever  jealous  of  the! 
“  and  a  grand  and  lively  manner;  dignity  of  his  charader  as  an  artilt 
“  but  nothing  is  more  certain  than  While  he  was  employed  by  Popb 
“this,  that  the  painter  who  is  not  Julius  the  Second  on  his  mauioleum 
“  profound  in  drawing,  and  who  has  he  had  twice  requefted  to  fee  hi| 
“  not  very  diligently  ftudied  the  holinefs  without  fuccels.  lie  tolc 
n  chofen  works  of  the  ancients  and  the  chamberlain  on  the  fecond  rel 
“  of  the  moderns,  can  never  do  any  fufal,  “When  his  holinefs  afks  u 
“  thing  well  of  himfelf,  nor  never  “  fee  me,  tell  him  I  am  not  to  b< 
“  make  a  proper  ufe  of  what  he- does  “  met  with.”  Soon  after  he  fet  ou 
“after  nature;  becaufe  he  cannot  for  Florence;  the  pope  difpatcheo 
“  apply  to  it  that  grace,  that  per-  meflenger  after  mefienger  to  him  ' 
-<l  fed  ion  of  art,  that  is  not  found  in  and  at  laft  he  returned  to  Home 
“  the  common  order  of  nature,  when  Julius  very  readily  forgavi 
“  w;here  we  generally  fee  fome  parts  him,  and  would  never  permit  any  o 
*  which  are  not  beautiful,"  his  enemies  or  detradors  to  fad 

He  was  extremely  difinterefled.  any  thing  againft  him  in  his  pre 
For  his  immortal  defign  of  the  church  fence. 

of  St.  Peter  at  Rome,  he  received  Some  of  his  rivals,  wifhing  to  pu 
only  twenty-live  Roman  crowns  ;  it  him  upon  an  undertaking  for  vvhicl 
fvas  finilhed  in  a  fortnight.  San  the}^  thought  him  ill  qualified,  ref 
Gallo  had  been  many  years  about  commended  it  tb  Julius  the  Secom 
ins,  wretched  models,  and  had  re-  to  engage  him  to  paint  the  Seflin 
reived  four  thoufand  crowns  for  chapel.  This  he  effeded  with  fuel 
them.  This  being  told  to  Angelo,  fuccels,  that  it  was  no  lefs  the  env; 
he  laid,  u  I  work  for  God,  and  de-  of  his  contemporaries,  than  it  is  th 
“  fire  no  other  recommence,”  admiration  of  the  prefent  times 

His  difintereftednefs,  however,  did  and  the  great  fiyle  in  which  it  i 
not  make  him  neglect  the  honour  of  painted,  ftruck  Raphael  fo  forcibly 
liis  art,  which  he  would  not  facrifice  that  he  changed  his  manner  o 
even  to  his  friends.  Signor  Doni,  painting,  and  formed  himfelf  upon 
who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Mi-  this  grand  and  fublime  model  of  art] 
dfiael  Angelo,  defired  to  have  a  When  it  was  finifhed,  the  pope,  un 
picture  painted  by  him.  Angelo  confcious  perhaps  of  the  native  dig 
painted  a  picture  for  him,  and  fent  nity  of  fmiplicity,  told  him,  that  tlx 
it  to  him  with  &  receipt  for  feventy  chapel  appeared  cold  and  mean,  am  j 
gv  tHa 
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that  there  wanted  fome  brilliancy  of 
colouring  and  fome  gilding  to  be 
added  to  it.  “  Holy  father/'  replied 
the  artift,  “  formerly,  men  did  not 
“  drefs  as  they  do  now,  in  gold  and 
K  lilver  :  thole  perlbns  whom  1  have 
“  reprefented  in  my  pictures  in  the 
“  chapel,  were  not  wealthy  men,  but 
“  faints,  who  deipifed  pomp  and 
“  riches.” 

Under  the  papacy  of  Julius  the 
Third,  the  faction  of  his  rival,  San 
Gallo,  gave  him  fome  trouble  re- 
fpeding  the  building  of  St.  Peter’s, 
and  went  fo  far  as  to  prevail  upon 
that  pope  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
examine  the  fabric.  Julius  told  him 
that  a  particular  part  of  the  church 
was  dark.  “  Wno  told  you  that, 
“  holy  father  ?”  replied  the  artift. 
^  I  did,”  laid  Cardinal  Micello. 
“  Your  eminence  (hould  confider, 
“  then,”  laid  Angelo,  “  that,  betides 
“  the  window  there  is  at  prefent,  1 
“  intend  to  have  three  more  on  the 
“  cieling  of  the  church.”  “  You  did 
“  not  tell  us  fo,”  replied  the  cardi¬ 
nal.  “No  indeed,  I  did  not,  Sir,” 
anfwered  the  artift,  “  and  I  am  not 
“obliged  to  do  it;  and  1  would 
“  never  content  to  be  obliged  to  Tell 
“  your  eminence,  or  any  perfon 
“  vvhomfoever,  any  thing  concerning 
“  it.  Y  our  biftinefs  is  to  take  care 
“that  money  is  plenty  at  Rome; 
“  that  there  are  no  thieves  there  ; 
“to  let  me  alone;  and  to  permit 
“  me  to  go  oil  with  my  plan  as  I 
“  pleafe.” 

Angelo  worked  bv  night  with  a 
hat  on  his  head,  and  a  candle  in  it; 
this  laved  his  eyes,  and  threw  the 
light  properly  upon  thg  figure. 
He  never  delired  to  (hew  work  of 
his  to  anv  one  until  it  was  finilh- 
ed.  Oil'  Vafari's  coming  in  one 
evening  to  him  to  fee  an  unfinifhed 
figure,  Michael  Angelo  put  out  the 
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candle,  as  if  by  accident,  and  Vafari 
loft  his  errand. 

This  great  artift  was  extremely 
frugal,  temperate  and  laborious,  and 
fo  perfevering  in  his  work,  that  he 
tiled  occalionally  at  night  to  throw 
himfe-lf  upon  his  bed,  without  taking 
off  his  clothes.  To  young  men  of 
talents  and  of  diligence  he  was  ex¬ 
tremely  attentive ;  and,  as  he  was 
fuDerintendina  the  conftrudion  of 
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the  church  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome,  in 
a  very  advanced  period  of  life,  he 
would,  while  fitting  on  his  mule, 
correct  their  drawings.  To  his  fer- 
vants  and  inferiors  he  was  very 
kind  : — To  one  of  them  who  had 
long  waited  on  him  with  affiduity, 
and  who  was  taken  dangeroufly  ill 
as  foon  as  he  had  been  enabled  tp 
do  fomething  for  him,  he  laid, 
“  Alas!  poor  fellow,  how  hard  it  is  l 
“  you  die  now,  when  I  am  able  tp 
“  give  you  fomething.” 

The  late  fir  Jolhua  Reynolds  was 
an  enthuliaftic  admirer  of  Michael 
Angelo;  and  he,  perhaps,  never 
imitated  the  manner  of  that  great 
man  fo  fuccefsfully,  as  in  his  pidure 
of  the  death  of  count  Ugolino. 


Particulars  of  the  early  years  of 
the  lift  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  and  of  the 
courfc  of  Jiudies  which  laid,  the 
foundation  of  his  fubfequent  cele» 
hrity. 

[ From  the  Mifcellaneous  Works  of 
Edward  Gibbon,  Efq.  with  Me~ 
moirs  of  his  Lfe  and  Writings , 
computed  by  himfelf.  Edited  by 
Lord  Sheffield,  j 

“  I  WAS  born  at  Putney,  in  the 
county  of  Surry,  the  27th  of  April, 
O.  S.  in  the  year  one  theufand 
feven  hundred  and  thirty-l’ev en ; 
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the  firft  child  of  the  marriage  of 
Edward  Gibbon,  efq.  and  of  Judith 
Porten.  My  lot  might  have  been 
that  of  a  flave,  a  favage,  or  a 
peafant ;  nor  can  1  reflect  without 
pleafure  on  the  bounty  of  nature, 
which  caft  my  birth  in  a  free  and 
civilized  country,  in  an  age  of  fci- 
ence  and  philosophy,  in  a  family 
of  honourable  rank,  and  decently 
endowed  with  the  gifts  of  fortune. 
From  my  birth  l  have  enjoyed  the 
right  of  primogeniture  ;  but  I  was 
fucceoded  by  live  bi others  and  one 
filter,  all  of  whom  were  fnatched 
away  in  their  infancy.  My  five 
brothers,  whofe  names  may  be  found 
in  the  parilh  regifter  of  Putney,  I 
thall  not  pretend  to  lament:  but 
from  my  childhood  to  the  prefent 
hour  I  have  deeply  and  lincerely 
regretted  my  filter,  whofe  life  was 
fomewhat  prolonged,  whom  I  re¬ 
member  to  have  feen  an  amiable 
infant.  The  relation  of  a  brother 
and  a  filter,  efpecially  if  they  do 
not  marry,  appears  to  me  of  a  very 
Singular  nature.  It  is  a  familiar 
and  tender  friendlhip  with  a  female, 
much  about  our  own  age ;  an  at- 
feC’tion  perhaps  foftened  by  the  fe- 
cret  influence  of  lex,  but  pure  from 
any  mixture  offcnfual  delire,  the  foie 
fpecies  of  Platonic  love  that  can  be 
indulged  with  truth,  and  without 
flange  r.” 

u  The^leatlfof  a  new-born  child 
.he foie  that  of  its  parents  may  feem 
an  unnatural,  but  it  is  ftriCtly  a 
probable,  event :  Alice  of  any  given 
number  the  greater  part 'are  extin- 
ouilhed  before  their  ninth  year, 
before  they  poffefa  the  faculties  of 
the  mind  or  body.  Without  ac- 
Culing  the  profule  wafte  or  impen¬ 
ded:  workmanlhip  of  nature,  I  fha.ll 
.only  obferve,  that  this  unfavourable 
chance  was  multiplied  again!!  my 


infant  exiftence.  So  feeble  was 
my  conftitution,  fo  precarious  my 
life,  that,  in  the  baptifm  of  each 
of  my  brothers,  my  father’s  pru¬ 
dence  fuccelTively  repeated  my  chrif- 
tian  name  of  Edward,  that,  in  cafe 
of  the  departure  of  the  eldeft  fon, 
this  patronymic  appellation  might 
be  Ttill  perpetuated  in  the  family. 

-■  ■  ■  U no  avulfo  non  deficit  alter. 

To  -preferve  and  to  rear  fo  frail  a 
being,  the  molt  tender  afliduity  was 
fcarcely  fuflicient;  and  my  mother’s 
attention  was  fomewhat  diverted 
by  her  frequent  pregnancies,  by  an 
exclulive  pallion  for  her  hulband, 
and  by  the  diflipation  of  the  world, 
in  which  his  tafte  and  authority 
obliged  her  to  mingle.  But  the 
maternal  office  was  fuppUed  by  my  • 
aunt,  Mrs.  Catharine  Porten ;  at 
whofe  name  I  feel  a  tear  of  gratitude 
trickling  down  m}^  cheek.  A  life 
of  celibacy  transferred  her  vacant 
affeCtion  to  her  tiller’s  firft  child  :  i 
my  weaknefs  excited  her  pity  ;  her  ‘ 
attachment  was  fortified  by  labour 
and  fuccefs :  and  if  there  be  anv, 
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as  I  trull  there  are  fome,  who  re-  | 
juice  that  1  live,  to  that  dear  and 
excellent  woman  they  mull  hold  f 
themfelves  indebted.  Many  anxi-  J 
ous  and  folitary  days  did  the  con-  | 
fume  in  the  patient  trial  of  every  1 
mode  of  relief  and  amufement. 
Many  wakeful  nights  did  Ihe  lit  by  > 
my  bed-lide  in  trembling  expectation 
that  each  hour  would  be  my  lalt.  ! 
Of  the  various  and  frequent  dif-  : 
orders  of  my  childhood  my  own 
recollection  is  dark  ;  nor  do  I  wilh 
to  expatiate  on  fo  difgufting  a  topic. 
Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  while  every 
practitioner,  from  Sloane  and  Ward 
to  the  chevalier  Taylor,  was  luc-  j 
celTively  fummoned  to  torture  or 
relieve  me,  the  care  of  my  mind 
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was  too  frequently  neglefted  for 
that  of  my  health ;  compallion  al¬ 
ways  fuggefted  an  excul’e  for  the 
indulgence  of  the  maftcr,  or  the 
idlenefs  of  the  pupil ;  and  the  chain 
of  mv  education  was  broken,  as  olten 
as  1  was  recalled  from  the  lchool  of 
learning  to  the  bed  of  ficknefs. 

“  As  foon  as  the  ufe  of  fpeecli 
had  prepared  my  infant  reafon  for 
the  admiffion  of  knowledge,  I  was 
taught  the  arts  of  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic.  So  remote  is  the 
Sate,  fo  vague  is  the  memory  of 
their  origin  in  myfelf,  that,  were 
not  the  error  corrected  by  analogy, 
I  ftiould  be  tempted  to  conceive 
them  as  innate.  In  my  childhood 
I  was  praifed  for  the  readinefs, 
with  which  I  could  multiply  and 
divide,  by  memory  alone,  two  fums 
of  feveral  figures :  fucli  praife  en¬ 
couraged  my  growing  talent;  and 
had  1  perfevered  in  this  line  of 
application,  I  might  have  acquired 
fome  fame  in  mathematical  ftudies. 

“  After  this  previous  inftitution 
at  home,  or  at  a  day-fchool  at  Put¬ 
ney,  I  was  delivered  at  the  age  of 
l’even  into  the  hands  of  Mr,  John 
Kirkbv,  who  exercifed  about  eitih- 
teen  months  the  office  of  my  do- 
meftic  tutor.  II is  own  words, 
which  I  (hall  here  tranfcribe,  in- 
fpire  in  his  favour  a  fentiment  of 
pity  and  efteem. — ‘  During  my  a- 
‘  bode  in  my  native  county  of 
1  Cumberland,  in  quality  of  an 
‘  indigent  curate,  I  ufed  now-and- 

•  then  in  a  fummer,  when  the  plea- 
‘  fantnefs  of  the  l’eafon  invited,  to 

*  take  g  folitary  walk  to  the  fea- 
‘  (bore,  which  lies  about  two  miles 
1  frorg  fhje  town  where  I  lived. 

1  Here  J  would  aroufe  myfelf,  one 
1  while  in  viewing  at  large  the 
1  agreeable  prpfpeft  which  fur- 
:  rounded  me,  nml  another  while 


5 

‘  (confining  my  fight  to  nearer  ob» 

‘  jefts)  in  admiring  the  vaft  variety 
‘  of  beautiful  fiiells,  thrown  upon 
‘  the  beach  ;  fome  of  the  choicelt 
‘  of  which  I  always  picked  up,  to 
‘  divert  my  little  ones  upon  my 
‘  return.  One  time  among  the 
‘  reft,  taking  fuch  a  journey  in  my 

*  head,  I  lat  down  upon  the  decli- 
4  vity  of  the  beach  with  my  face  to 
4  the  lea,  which  was  now  come  up 
1  within  a  few  yards  of  my  feet; 

1  when  immediately  the  fad  thought* 

1  of  the  wretched  condition  of  my 

*  family,  and  the  uhfuecefsfulnels 

*  of  all  endeavours  to  amend  it, 

‘  came  crowding  into  my  mind, 
i  which  drove  me  into  a  deep  me- 
‘  lane  holy,  and  ever  and  anon 

‘  forced  tears  from  my  eyes/  Dif-  . 
trefs  at  laft  forced  him  to  leave  the 
country.  His  learning  and  virtue 
introduced  him  to  my  father;  and 
at  Putney  he  might  have  found  at 
lead  a  temporary  lhelter,  had  not 
an  aft  of  indiferetion  again  driven 
him  into  the  world.  One  day  read¬ 
ing  prayers  in  the  parilh  church, 
lie  moll  unluckily  forgot  the  name 
of  king  George  ;  his  patron,  a  loyal 
fubjeft,  difmifted  him  with  fome 
reluftance,  and  a  decent  reward ; 
and  how  the  poor  man  ended  his 
days  I  have  never  been  able  to 
learn/' 

“  In  my  ninth  year  (January 
1746),  in  a  lucid  interval  of  com¬ 
parative  health,  my  father  adopted 
the  convenient  and  cuftomary  mode 
of  Englilh  education;  and  I  was 
fent  to  Kingfton  upon  Thames,  to 
a  fchool  of  about  feventy  boys, 
which  was  kept  by  Dr.  Wooddefon 
and  his  affiftants.  Every  time  I 
have  lince  palled  over  Putney  Com¬ 
mon,  I  have  always  noticed  the 
fpot  where  my  mother,  as  we  drove 
along  in  the  coach,  admonilhed  me 
£  3  that 
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that  I  »vas  now  going  into  the  world, 
and  mull  learn  to  think  and  aft  for 
my  lei  f.  The  expreffion  may  ap¬ 
pear  ludicrous ;  yet  there  is  not,  in 
the  courfe  of  life,  a  more  remark¬ 
able  change  than  the  removal  of  a 
child  from  the  luxury  and  free¬ 
dom  of  a  wealthy  houfe,  to  the  fru¬ 
gal  diet  and  11  rift  l'uhordination  of 
a  fchool;  from  the  tender nefs  of 
parents,  and  the  obfequiouinefs  ot 
fervants,  to  the  rude  familiarity  of 
his  equals,  the  infolent  tyranny  of 
his  feniors,'  and  the  rod,  perhaps, 
of  a  cruel  and  capricious  peda¬ 
gogue.  Such  hardlbips  may  If  eel 
the  mind  and  body  again (1  the  inju¬ 
ries  of  fortune;  but  my  timid  re¬ 
serve  was  afton iflied  by  the  crowd 
and  tumult  of  the  fchool ;  the.  want 
of  ftrength  and  activity  difqualified 
me  for  the  fports  of  the  play-field; 
nor  have  I  forgotten  how  olten  in 
the  year  forty-fix  I  was  reviled  and 
buffet  ted  for  the  fins  of  my  tory  an- 
ceftors.  By  the  common  methods 
of  dilcipline,  at  the  ex  pence  of 
many,  tears  and  fome  blood,  I  pur- 
chafed  the  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
i'yntax :  and  not  long  fince  I  was 
pofiefifed  of  the  dirty  volumes  of 
Fhaedrus  and  Cornelius  Nepos, 
which  I  painfully  eonftrued  and 
darkly  underfiood.” 

u  My  ftudies  were  too  frequently, 
interrupted  by  ficknefs ;  and  af¬ 
ter  a  real  or  nominal  refvdence  at 
Kinglton-fchnol  of  near  two  years, 

I  was  finally  recalled  (December 
1747)  by  my  mother’s  death,  which 
was  occafioned,  in  her  thirty-eighth 
year,  by  the  confequences  of  her 
laft  labour.  1  was  too  young  to 
feel  the  importance  of  my  iofs ; 
and  the  image  of  her  perfon  and 
convert  atioto  is  faintly  imprinted 
in  my  memory.  The  affeftionate 
heart  of  my  aunt,  Catharine  Porten, 
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bewailed  a  filter  and  a  friend ;  but 
my  poor  father  was  inconlolable 
and  the  tranlport  of  grief  teemed 
to  threaten  his  life  or  his  reafon 
I  can  never  forget  the  fcene  of  our 
firft  interview,  lome  weeks  after  the; 
fatal  event ;  the  awful  filence,  the 
room  hung  with  black,  the  mid-dav. 
tapers,  his  fighs  and  tears;  his 
praifes  of  my  mother,  a  faint  it 
heaven;  his  lolemn  adjuration  tbal 
I  would  cherith  her  memory  unc 
imitate  her  virtues;  and  the  fervoi 
with  which  he  killed  and  blelled  me 
as  the  l’ole  furviving  pledge  of  their 
loves.  The  ftorm  of  pafiion  in- 
fentibly  fubfided  into  calmer  me¬ 
lancholy.  At  a  convivial  me e tins, 
of  his  friends,  Mr.  Gibbon  might 
affect  or  enjoy  a  gleam  of  cheer 
fulnefs ;  but  his  plan  of  happinefs 
was  for  ever  deftroyed :  and  afteii 
the  lots  of  his  companion  Ire  was 
left  alone  in  a  world,  of  which  the 
bufinefs  and  pleafures  were  to  him 
irkfome  or  infipid.  After  lome  un- 
fuccefsful  trials  he  renounced  the 
tumult  of  London  and  the  hospita¬ 
lity  of  Putney,  and  buried  himfeb 
in  the  rural  or  rather  ruftic  foli-j 
tude  of  Buriton  ;  from  which,  dur¬ 
ing  leveral  years,  he  feldorn  emerg-l 
ed. 

“  As  far  back  as  I  can  remem¬ 
ber,  the  houfe,  near  Putney- bridge 
and  church-yard,  of  my  maternal 
grandfather  appears  in  the  light  oi 
my  proper  and  native  home.  Il 
was  there  that  I  was  allowed  tc 
fpend  the  greateft  part  of  my  time 
111  ficknefs  or  in  health,  during  my, 
fchool  vacations  and  my  parents 
refidence  in  London,  and  finally* 
after  my  mother’s  death.  Three! 
months  after  that  event,  in  the  i 
fpring  of  1748,  the  commercial  ruin 
of  her  father,  Mr.  James  Porten.l 
was  accomplilhed  and  declared. 
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lie  fuddenly  abfconded  :  but  as  his 
effects  were  not  fold,  nor  the  houfe 
evacuated,  till  the  Chriftmas  follow¬ 
ing,  I  enjoyed  during  the  whole 
year  the'  fociety  of  my  aunt,  with¬ 
out  muclv  confcioufnefs  of  her  im¬ 
pending  fate.  I  feel  a  melancholy 
pleafure  in  repeating  my  obliga¬ 
tions  to  that  excellent  woman,  Mrs. 
Catherine  Porten,  the  true  mother 
of  my  mind  and  health.  Her  na¬ 
tural  good  fenfe  was  improved  by 
'the  perufdl  ol  the  heft  books  in  the 
Engliih  language  ;  and  if  her  rea- 
fon  was  fometimes  clouded  by  pre¬ 
judice,  her  fentiments  were  never 
'dilguifed  by  hypocrify  or  affecta- 
*tion.  4&er  indulgent  tendernefs,  the 
frahknefs  ot  her  temper,  and  my 
innate  rifing  curiollty,  foon  remov¬ 
ed  all  diliance  between  us:  like 
friends  of  an  equal  age,  we  freely 
converfed  on  every  topic,  familiar 
or  abftrute;  and  it  was  her  delight 
and  reward  to  obferve  the  tbit 
llioots  of  my  young  ideas.  Pain 
and  languor  were  often  foothed  by 
the  voice  of  mffryction  and  amule- 
inent ;  and  to  her  kind  leflbns  I 
afcribe  my  early  and  invincible  love 
of  reading,  which  I  would  not  ex¬ 
change  for  the  treafures  of  India. 
1  fliould  perhaps  be  aftonifhed,  were 
it  poffible  to  afcertain  the  date,  at 
which  a  favourite  tale  was  engrav¬ 
ed,  by  frequent  repetition,  in  my 
memory:  the  Cavern  of  the  Winds; 
the  Palace  of  Felicity ;  and  the  fa¬ 
tal  moment,  at  the  end  of  three 
months  or  centuries,  when  prince 
Adolphus  is  overtaken  by  Time, 
who  had  worn  out  fo  many  pair  of 
wings  in  the  purfuit.  Before  I  left 
Kingffoni  fchool  I  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Pope’s  Homer  and 
the  Arabian  Nights  Entertainments, 
two  books  which  will  always  pleafe 
by  the  moving  pi&ure  of  human 
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manners  and  fpecious  miracles :  nor 
was  I  then  capable  of  difeerning 
that  Pope’s  tranflation  is  a  portrait 
endowed  with  every  merit,  except* 
ing  that  of  likenefs  to  the  original. 
I  he  verfes  of  Pope  accuftomed  my 
ear  to  the  found  ot  poetic  harmony : 
in  the  death  of  He£tor,  and  the 
fh  ip  wreck  of  Ulyfies,  I  tailed  the 
new  emotions  of  terror  and  pity; 
and  lerioufly  difputed  with  my  aimt 
on  the  vice's  and  virtues  of  the  he¬ 
roes  of  the  Trojan  war.  From 
Pope’s  Homer  to  Dry  den’s  Virgil 
was  an  eafy  trunfition  ;  but  I  know 
not  how,  from  fome  fault  in  the 
author,  the  translator ,  or  the  reader, 
the  pious  Tineas  did  not  fo  forcibly 
ieize  on  my  imagination;  and  I 
derived  more  pleafure  from  Ovid’s 
Metamorphoies,  especially  in  the 
fall  of  Phaeton,  and  the  fpeeches  of 
Ajax  and  Ulyffes.  My  grandfa¬ 
ther’s  flight  unlocked  the  door  of  a 
tolerable  library ;  and  I  turned  over 
many  Engliih  pages  of  poetry  and 
romance,  of  hiftory  and  travels. 
Where  a  title  attracted  nly  eye, 
without  fear  or  awe  I  lnatched  the 
volume  from  the  fhelf;  and  Mrs. 
Porten,  who  indulged  herfelf  in 
moral  and  religious  fpeeulations, 
was  more  prone  to  encourage  than 
to  check  a  curiofity  above  the 
ftrength  of  a  hoy.  This  year 
(1748),  the  twelfth  of  my  age,  I 
ihall  note  as  the  molt  propitious  tq 
the  growth  of  my  intellectual  Ma¬ 
ture. 

“  The  relics  of  my  grandfathers 
fortune  afforded  a  bare  Annuity  for 
his  own  maintenance ;  and  his 
daughter,  my  worthy,  aunt,  who 
had  already  paffed  her  fortieth  year, 
was  left  destitute.  Her  noble  fpirit 
fcorned  a  life  of  obligation  and  de¬ 
pendence;  and  after  revolving  fe- 
veral  fchemes,  ibe  preferred  the 
B  4-  .  humble 
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humble  indudry  of  keeping  a  board¬ 
ing  houfe  for  YVeftminfter-ichool, 
wliere  ihe  laborioufty  earned  a  com¬ 
petence  for  her  old  age.  '1  his  fin- 
gular  opportunity  of  blending  the 
advantages  of  private  and  public 
education  decided  my  father.  After 
the  Chriltmas  holidays  in  January 
1749,  I  accompanied  Mrs.  Porten 
to  her  new  houle  in  College-ltreet ; 
and  was  immediately  entered  in  the 
fchool,  of  which  Dr.  John  Nicoll 
was  at  that  time  head-matter.  At 
firlt  I  was  alone :  but  my  aunt’s  re- 
folution  was  praifed  ;  her  character 
was  efteemed  ;  her  friends  were  nu¬ 
merous  and  a&ive  :  in  the  co.urle  of 
home  years  the  became  the  mother 
of  forty  or  fifty  boys,  for  the  mod 
part  of  family  and  fortune  ;  and  as 
her  primitive  habitation  was  too 
narrow,  fhe  built  and  occupied  a 
fpacious  manfion  in  Dean’s-yard.  I 
fhall  always  be  ready  to  join  in  the 
common  opinion,  that  our  public 
fchools,  which  have  produced  fo 
many  eminent  characters,  are  the 
belt  adapted  to  the  genius  and  con- 
ditution  of  the  Englilh  people.  A 
boy  of  fpirit  may  Require  a  previ¬ 
ous  and  practical  experience  of  the 
world;  and  his  playfellows  may  be 
the  future  friends  of  his  heart  or 
his  interelt.  In  a  free  intercourfe 
with  his  equals,  the  habits  of  truth, 
fortitude,  and  prudence  will  inlen- 
fibly  be  matured.  Birth  and  riches 
are  meafured  by  the  ltandard  of 
perfonal  merit;  and  the  mimic  lcene 
of  a  rebellion  has  difplayed,  in  their 
true  colours,  the  minifters  and  pa¬ 
triots  of  the  rifmg  generation.  Our 
feminaries  of  learning  do  not  ex¬ 
actly  correfpond  with  the  precept 
of  a  Spartan  king,  “  that  the  child 
"  lhould  be  inftru&ed  in  the  arts, 
which  will  be  ufeful  to  the  man  f 
fmee  a  finiihed  fcholar  may  emerge 


frbm  the  head,  of  Weftminder  or 
Eton,  in  total  ignorance  of  the  bu- 
finefs  and  coflverfation  of  Englidi 
gentlemen  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  But  tbefe 
fchools  may  ailume  the  merit  of 
teaching  all  that  they  pretend  to 
teach,  the  Latin  and  Greek  lan¬ 
guages  ;  they  depofit  in  the  hands 
of  a  difciple  the  keys  of  two  valu¬ 
able  chefts ;  nor  can  he  complain, 
if  they  are  afterwards  lod  or  ne¬ 
glected  by  his  own  fault.  The  ne~ 
cellity  of  leading  in  equal  ranks  fo 
many  unequal  powers  of  capacity 
and  application,  will  prolong  to 
eight  or  ten  years  the  juvenile  ftu- 
dies,  which  might  be  difpatched  in 
half  that  time  by  the  Ikilful  mailer 
of  a  fingle  pupil.  Yet  even  the 
repetition  of  exercife  and  difciplfne 
contributes  to  fix  in  a  vacant  mind 
the  verbal  frience  of  grammar  and 
profody:  and  the  private  or  volun¬ 
tary  ftudent,  who  polfefles  the  fenfe 
and  fpirit  of  the  dallies,  may  of¬ 
fend,  by  a  falle  quantity  of  the  feru- 
pulous  ear  of  a  well  flogged  critic, 
f  or  myfelf,  I  mud  be  content  with 
a  very  fmall  (hare  of  the  civil  and 
literary  fruits  of  a  public  fchool. 
In  the  lpace  of  two  years  ( 1749, 
1750),  interrupted  by  danger  and 
debility,  I  painfully  climbed  into 
the  third  form;  and  my  riper  age 
was  left  to  acquire  the  beauties  ot 
the  Latin,  and  the  rudiments  of  the 
Greek  tongue.  Inftead  of  auda- 
cioully  mingling  in  the  fports,  the 
quarrels,  and  the  connections  of  our 
little  world,  I  was  lull  cherifhed  at 
home  under  the  maternal  wing  of 
my  aunt :  and  my  removal  from 
Wedminfter  long  preceded  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  manhood. 

u  The  violence  and  variety  of 
my  complaints,  which  had  excufed 
my  frequent  abfcnce  from  Wefr- 
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minfter-fchool,  at  length  engagetl 
Mrs.  For  ten,  with  the  advice  of 
phyficians,  to  condudt  me  to  bath  : 
.at  the  end  of  the  Michaelmas  va¬ 
cation  (1750)  flie  quitted  me  with 
reluctance,  and  I  remained  feveral 
months  under  the  care  of  a  trulty 
maid-lervant.  A  ft  range  nervous 
affcCtion,  which  alternately  con¬ 
tracted  my  legs,  and  produced,  with¬ 
out  any  vifible  iymptoms,  the  molt 
excruciating  pain,  was  ineffectually 
oppoied  by- the  various  methods  of 
bathing  and  pumping.  From  Bath 
I  was  tranlported  to  Y\  inchefter,  to 
the  houfe  of  a  phylician  ;  and  after 
the  failure  of  his  medical  Ikill,  we 
had  again  recourle  to  the  virtues  of 
the  Bath  waters.  During  the  inter¬ 
vals  of  thefe  fits,  1  moved  with  my 
father  to  Buriton  and  Putney ;  and 
a  fhort  unluccefsful  trial  was  at¬ 
tempted  to  renew  my  attendance  at 
Weft  minfter-fchool.  But  my  infir¬ 
mities  could  not  be 'reconciled  with 
the  hours  and  difcipline  of  a  public 
feminarv  ;  and  inftead  of  a  domeftic 
tutor,  who  might  have  watched  the 
favourable  moments,  and  gently  ad¬ 
vanced  the  progrefs  of  my  learn¬ 
ing,  my  father  was  too  eafily  con¬ 
tent  with  fucli  occaftonal  teachers, 
the  different  places  of  my  refi- 
dence  could  fupply.  1  was  never 
forced,  and  feldom  was  I  perl’uaded, 
to  admit  thefe  lelfons :  yet  I  read 
with  a  clergyman  at  Bath  fome 
odes  of  Horace,  and  feveral  epifodes 
of  Virgil,  which  gave  me  an  imper- 
feCt  and  tranlient  enjoyment  of  the 
Latin  poets.  Jt  might  now  be  ap¬ 
prehended  that  I  fhould  continue 
for  life  an  illiterate  cripple  :  but,  as 
I  approached  my  ftxteenth  year, 
Mature  difplayed  in  my  favour  her 
myfterious  energies :  my  conftitu- 
tion  was  fortified  and  fixed ;  and 
in y  diforders,  inftead  of  growing 
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with  my  growth  and  ftrengtheninw 

with  my  ltrength,  moft  wonderfully 

vanifhed.  1  have  never  poftelfed  or 

abuled  the  infolence  of  health :  but 

t  ♦ 

fince  that  time  few  perlons  have 
been  more  exempt  from  real  or  ima¬ 
ginary  ills;  and,  till  I  amadmonifh- 
ed  by  the  gout,  the  reader  will  no 
more  be  troubled  with  the  hiftory 
of  my  bodily  complaints.  My  un¬ 
expected  recovery  again  encouraged 
the  hope  of  my  education;  and  I 
was  placed  at  E flier,  in  hurry,  in  the 
houfe.  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Philip 
Francis,  in  a  pleafant  fpot,  which 
promifed  to  unite  the  various  bene¬ 
fits  of  air,  exercife,  and  ftudy  (Jan¬ 
uary  1 752).  The  tmnflator  of  Ho¬ 
race  might  have  taught  me  torelifii 
the  Latin  poets,  hud  not  my  friends 
difeovered  in  a  few  weeks,  that  he 
preferred  the  pleafures  of  London, 
to  the  i n ltru<5tion  of  his  pupils.  My 
fathers  perplexity  at  this  time,  ra¬ 
ther  than  his  prudence,  was  urged 
to  embrace  a  fingular  and  defperat* 
meafure.  Without  preparation  or 
delay  he  carried  me  to  Oxford;  and 
I  was  matriculated  in  the  univerfity 
as. a  gentleman  commoner  of  Mag¬ 
dalen  college,  before  I  had  accom« 
plifhed  the  fifteenth  year  of  my  age 
(April  3,  175*2).  j 

u  The  curiofity,  which  had  been 
implanted  in  my  infant  mind,  was 
ftill  alive  and  active;  but  my  rea- 
ion  was  not  fuflieiently  informed  to 
tinderftand  the  value,  or  to  lament 
the  lofs,  of  three  precious  years 
from  my  entrance  at  Weftminfter 
to  my  admiftion  at  Oxford.  Inftead 
of  repining  at  my  long  and  frequent 
confinement  to  the  chamber  or  the 
couch,  I  fecretlv  rejoiced  in  thole 
infirmities,  which  delivered  me  from 
the  exercifes  of  the  fchool,  and  the 
fociety  of  my  equals.  As  often  as  I 
was  tolerably  exempt  from  danger 

and 
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aisd  pain,,  reading,  free  ddidtory 
leading,  was  the  employment  and 
comfort  of  my  folitary  hours.  At 
IV  eitiuinfter,  my  aunt  fought  only  to 
smufe  and  indulge  me  ;  in  my  fia- 
ik-ns  at  Bath  and  WincheitCr,  at 
Boritoa  and  Putney,  a  falfe  com¬ 
panion  refpected  my  fufferings  ;  and 
I  was.  allowed,  without  conti  oul  or 
‘advice,  to  gratify  the  wanderings  of 
tmrrpe  tafte.  My  indil'criminate 
appetite  fub  tided  by  degrees  in  the 
irirjtQi'ie  line  :  and  trace  philofophy 
Il&s  exploded  all  innate  ideas  and 
natural  propenfities,  I  mu  ft  afcrihe 
this.-  choice  to  the  affidaous  perufal 
®tf  tire  Univerfal  Hiftory,  as  the  oc¬ 
tavo  volumes  fucceftively, appeared. 
This  unequal  work,  and  a  treatife 
ei  1 1  earn  e,  the  Duct  or  hijloricus ,  re¬ 
ferred  and  introduced  me  to  the 
'  Greek  and  Roman  historians,  to  as 
many  at  Jleaft  as  were  acceffibie  to 
sn  Eiaglifh  reader.  Ail  that1]  could 
find  were  greedily  devoured,  from 
littleb  dry’s-  lame  Herodotus,  and 
Spelman’s.  valuable  Xenophon,  to 
the  pompous  folios  of  Gordon's 
T&cittrsy  and  a  ragged  Procopius 
'  ©if  the  beginning  of  the  la  it  cen- 
t»sy.  The  cheap  aequmtion  of  id 
much  knowledge  confirmed  my  dif- 
Jike  to  the  ftudy  of  languages;  and 
I  argued  with  Mrs.  Porten,  that, 
were  1  mafter  of  Greek  and  Latin,  I 
mull  interpret  to  myfelf  in  Engliih 
the  thoughts  of  the  original,  and 
that  facii  extemporary  verfions'  mail 
bt  inferior  to  the  elaborate  tranfla- 
tions.  of  profefled  fcholars  ;  a  filly 
fopliifm,  which  could  not  eaf’dy  be 
confuted  by  a  perfon  ignorant  of  any 
other  language  than  her  own.  From 
the  ancient  I  leaped  to  the  modern 
world  :  many  crude  lumps  of  Speed, 
Kapin, Mezeray,  Davila,  Macbiavel, 
Father  Paul,  Dower,  dvc.  1  devoured 
Bke  id  many  novels ;  and  i  fwallow- 
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ed  with  the  fame  voracious  appetite- 
the  defcriptions  of  India  and  China, 
of  Mexico  and  Peru. 

“  My  firft  introduction  to  the 
hiftoric  feenes,  which  liave  fince 
engaged  fo  many  years  of  my  life, 
mu  ft  be  aferibed  to  an  accident. 
In  the  fummer  of  1751,  I  accom¬ 
panied  my  father  on  a  yifit  to  Mr. 
Iloare's  in  Wilt  (hi  re ;  but  1  was 
leis  delighted  with  the  beauties  of 
Stourhead,  than  with  difeovering 
in  the  library  a  common  book-,  the 
Continuation  of  Ec hard's  Roman 
Hiftory,  which  is  indeed  executed 
with  more  flxill  and  tafte  than  the 
previous  work.  To  me  the  reigns 
of  the  fucceffors  of  Conitantine 
were  ablqlutely  new ;  and  I  was 
irhmerfed  in  the  p  tillage  of  the 
•  Goths  over  the  Danube,  when  the. 
fummons  of  the  dinner-bell  reluc¬ 
tantly  dragged  me  from  my  intel¬ 
lectual  feaft.  Tills  tranfient  glance 
ferved  rather  to  irritate  than  to  ap- 
peaie  my  curiofity;  and  as  foon  as 
1  returned  to  Bath  I  procured  the 
fecond  and  third  volumes  of  How- 
el's  Hiftory  of  the  world,  which  . 
exhibit  the  Byzantine  period  oh  a 
larger  feale.  Mahomet  and  his  Sa- 
racens  foon  fixed  my  attention;, 
and  forne  inftin£t  of  criticifm  di¬ 
rected  me  to  the  genuine  fourees. 
Simon  Ockley,  an  original  in  every 
fenfe,  firft  opened  my  eyes ;  and  1 
was  led  from  one  hook  to  another, 
till  1  had  ranged  round  the  circle  of 
oriental. hiftory.  Before  I  was  fix- 
teen,  I  had  exhaufted  all  that  could 
be  learned  in  Englifii  of  the  Arabs 
and  Per  bans,  the  Tartars  and  Turks; 
and  the  fame  ardour  urged  me  to 
guefs  at  the  French  of  DTIerbelot, 
and  to  conftrue  the  barbarous  Latin 
of  Pocock's  Abult’aragius.  Such 
vague  and  multifarious  reading 
could  -not  teach  me  to  think,  to 

write,. 
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write,  or  to  aft ;  and  the  onlv  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  darted  a' ray  of  light  mto 
the  indigefted  chaos,  was  an  early 
and  rational  application  to  the  or¬ 
der  of  tune  and  place.  The  maps 
of  Celiarius  and  Wells  imprinted 
in  my  mind  the  picture  ot  ancient 
geography  :  from  Strarechms  I  im¬ 
bibed  the  elements  of  chronology  : 
the  Tables  of  He.lvicus  and  Ander- 
lon,  the  Annals  of  U  filer  and  Pii- 
deaux,  difiinguilhed  the  connection 
of  events,  and  engraved  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  names  and  dates  in  a  clear 
and  indelible  leries.  But  in  the 
difcufiion  of  the  firft  ages  I  over¬ 
leaped  the  bounds  of  modelty  and 
ufe  In  my  childilh  balance  1  pre- 
lu  ined  to  weigh  the  fyftems  of  Sca- 
liger  and  Petavius,  of  Marlham  and 
Newton,  which  I  could  feldom 
ftudy  in  the  originals;  and  my  deep 
has  been  diltui  bed  by  the  difficulty 
of  reconciling  the  Septuagint  with 
the  Hebrew  computation.  I  ar¬ 
rived  at  Oxford  with  a  ftock  of 
erudition,  that  might  have  puzzled 
a  doctor,  and  a  degree  of  ignorance, 
of  which  a  l’c bool- boy  would  have 
been  afhatned/'  \ 

“  To  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  I 
acknowledge  no  obligation  ;  and  Hie 
will  as  cheerfully  renounce  me  for 
a  fon,  as  I  am  willing  to  difciaim 
her  for  a  mother.  1  fpent  fourteen 
months  at  Magdalen  College;  they 
proved  the  fourteen  months  the 
molt  idle  and  unprofitable  of  my 
whole,  life :  the  reader  will  pro¬ 
nounce  between  the  fchool  and  the 
fcliolar ;  but  I  cannot  affeCt  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  Nature  had  difqualified 
me  for  all  literary  purfuits.  The 
Ipecious  and  ready  excufe  of  my 
tender  age,  imperfect  preparation, 
and  hady  departure,  may  doubtlefs 
be  alleged  ;  nor  do  I  will)  to  defraud 
fuch  excufes  of  their  proper  weight. 


Yet  in  my  fixteenth  year  I  was  not 
devoid  oi  capacity  or  application  ; 
even  my  childilh  leading  had  dis¬ 
played  an  early  though  blind  pro- 
penfity  for  books  ;  and  the  (hallow 
iiood  might  have  been  tanght  to 
flow  m  a  deep  channel  and  a  clear 
lfieam.  In  the  difeipline  of  a  well- 
confiituted  academy,  under  the 
guidance  of  lkilful  and  vigilant  pro- 
fefibrs,  1  Ihould  gradually  have  rilen 
from  tranflations  to  originals,  from 
the  Latin  to  the  Greek  ci allies,  from 
dead  languages  to  living  icience; 
my  hours  would  have  been  occupied 
by  uleful  and  agreeable  ftudies,  the 
wanderings  oi  fancy  would  have 
been  restrained,  and  I  Ihould  have 
efcaped  the  temptations  of  idlenels, 
which  finally  precipitated  my  de¬ 
parture  from  Oxford/' 

“  The  firft  tutor  into  wbofe  hands 
I  was  religned  appears  to  have  been 
one  of  the  belt  of  the  tribe:  Dr. 
Waldegrave  was  a  learned  and  pious 
man,  of  a  mild  difpolition,  firiCf v 
morals,  and  abfiemious  life,  who 
feldom  mingled  in  the  politics  or  the 
jollity  of  the  college.  But  his 
knowledge  of  the  world  was  con- 
fined  to  the  univerfity  ;  his  learning 
was  of  the  lafi,  rather  than  of  the 
prefent  age  ;  his  temper  was  indo¬ 
lent  ;  his  faculties,  which  were  not 
of  the  firft  rate,  had  been  relaxed  by 
the  climate,  and  he  Was  latisfied, 
like  his  fellows,  with  the  flight  and 
fuperficial  difeharge  of  an  important 
trufi.  As  loon  as  my  tutor  had 
founded  the  inlufficiency  of  his  dii- 
ciple  in  fchool-learmng,  he  propofed 
that  we  Ihould  read  every  morning 
from  ten  to  eleven  the  comedies  of 
Terence.  The  fum  of  my  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford 
is  confined  to  three  or  four  Latin 
plays ;  and  even  the  lludy  of  an 
elegant  clalfic,  which  might  have 

been 
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Ihe *Ti  ill  u ft  rated  by  a  comparifon  of 
aneknt.  and  modern  theatres,  was 
reduced  to  a  dry  and  literal  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  author’s  text. 
JDuring  the  firft  weeks  I  con  flan  tly 
attended  thefe  leffons  in  my  tutor's 
room  ;  but  as  they  appeared  equally 
devoid  of  profit  and  pleafure,  1  was 
once  tempted  to  try  the  experiment 
of  a  formal  apology.  The  apology 
was  accepted  with  a  fmile.  I  re¬ 
peated  the  offence  with  lefs  cere¬ 
mony  ;  the  excufe  was  admitted 
with  the  fame  indulgence :  the 
ftighteft  motive  of  lazinefs  or  indif- 
pofkiong  the  moft  trifling  avocation 
at  home  or  abroad,  was  allowed  as 

i  T 

a .worthy  impediment;  nor  did  my 
tutor  appear  conlcious  of  my  ab fence 
©r  neglect.  Had  the  hour  of  lecture 
been  conitantly  filled,  a  fingle  hour 
was  a  fmall  portion  of  my  academic 
leifu re.  No  plan  of  ftudy  was  re¬ 
commended  for  my  ufe  ;  no  exercifes 
were  preferibed  for  his  infpection  ; 
and,  at  the  moft  precious  lea  Ion  of 
youth,  whole  days  and  weeks  were 
_  Suffered  to  elapl’e  without  labour  or 
amu&ment,  without  advice  or  ac¬ 
count.  I  flvould  have  liltened  to 
the  voice  of  reafon  and. of  mv  tutor; 
Ms  mild  behaviour  had  gained  my 
confidence.  I  preferred  his  fociety 
to-  that  of  the  younger  Undents ; 
and  in  our  evening  walks  to  the  top 
of  Heddington-hiil,  wje  freely  con¬ 
vened  on  a  variety  of  fubjeds. 
Since  the  days  of  Pocock  and  Iivde, 
oriental  learning  has  alwavs  been 
the  pride  of  Oxford,  and  ]  once 
exp-reded  an  inclination  to  ftudy 
Arabic.  His  prudence  difeouraged 
this  childiiTi  fancy ;  but  he  neglected 
the  fair  occafion  of  directing  the 
ardour  of  a  curious  mind.  During 
my  abfen.ee  in  ihe  ftimmer  vacation, 
I>r.  Wal degrave  accepted  a  college 
living  at  Washington  in  Suffex,  and 


on  my  return  1  no  longer  found  him 
at  Oxford.  From  that  time  I  have 
loft  fight  of  my  firft  tutor ;  but  at 
the  end  of  thirty  years  (1781)  he 
was  ft  ill  dive;  and  the  p  rad  ice  of 
exercife  and  temperance  had  entitled 
him  to  a  health v  old  age. 

“  Tire  long  recefs  between  the 
Trinity  and  Michaelmas  terms 
empties  the  colleges  of  Oxford,  as 
well  as  the  courts  of  Weftminlter. 

I  fpent,  at  mv  father’s  houfe  at  Bu~ 
riton  in  Ilampfliire,  the  two  months 
of  Auguft  and  September.  It  is  . 
whimfical  enough,  that  as  foon  as 
I  left  Magdalen  College*  my  tafte 
for  books  began  to  revive ;  but  it 
was  the  fame  blind  and  boyifh  tafte 
for  the  purfuit  of  exotie  liiftory. 
Unprovided  with  original  learning, 
unformed  in  the  habits  of  thinking, 
unfkilled.  in  the  arts  of  compofition, 

I  refolved — to  write  a  book.  The 
title  of  this  firft  efiay,.  The  Age  of 
Sefoftris,.  was  perhaps  fuggefted.  by 
Voltaire’s  Age  of  Lewis  XIV. 
which  was  new  and  popular;  but 
my  foie  object  was  to  iqveftigate 
the  probable  date  of  the  life  and 
reign  of  the  conqueror  of  Afia.  J 
was  then  enamoured  of  fir  John 
M  arfham’s  Canon  Chronicus ;  an  , 
elaborate  work,  of  wliofe  merits 
and  defeds  I  was  not  yet  qualified 
to  judge.  According  to  his  fpe- 
eious,  though  narrow  plan,  I  fettled 
my  hero  about  the  time  of  Solo¬ 
mon,  in  the  tenth  century  before 
the  Ohriftian  aira.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  incumbent  on  me,  unlefs  I 
would  adopt  Sir  Ilaac  Newton’s 
fhorter  chronology,  to  remove  a 
formidable  ©bjedion ;  and  my  fo* 
lution,  for  a  youth  of  fifteen,  is  not 
devoid  of  ingenuity.  In  his  ver- 
fion  of  the  facred  books,  Mauetha 
the  high  prieft  has  identified  Se- 
thofis,  or  Sefoftris,  with  the  elder 
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brother  of  Danaus,  who  landed  in 
Greece,  according  to  the  Parian 
Marble,  fifteen  hundred  and  ten 
years  before  Chrifl.  But  in  my 
fuppofition  the  high  prieft  is  guilty 
of  a  voluntary  error  ;  flattery  is  the 
prolific  parent  of  falsehood.  Ma- 
netho’s  Iliftory  of  Egypt  is  dedi¬ 
cated  to  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  who 
derived  a  fabulous  or  illegitimate  pe- 
digree  from  the  Macedonian  kings 
of  the  race  of  Hercules.  Danaus 
is  the  anceftor  of  Hercules ;  and 
after  the  failure  of  the  elder  branch, 
his  descendants,  the  Ptolemies,  are 
the  foie  representatives  of  the  royal 
family,  and  may  claim  by  inheri¬ 
tance  the  kingdom  which  they  hold 
by  conqueft.  Such  were  my  juve¬ 
nile  difcoveries;  at  a  riper  age,  I 
no  longer  prefume  to  conned  the 
Greek,  the  Jewifh,  and  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  antiquities,  which  are  loft  in  a 
diftaut  cloud.  Nor  is  this  the  only 
inftance,  in  which  the  belief  and 
knowledge  of  the  child  are  fuper- 
feded  by  the  more  rational  igno-. 
ranee  of  the  man.  During  my  ftay 
at  Buritom,  my  infant-labour  was 
diligently  profecuted,  without  much 
tnteiruption  from  company  or  coun¬ 
try  diverfions ;  and  I  already  heard 
the  muftc  of  public  applaufe.  The 
iifeovery  of  my  own  weaknei's  was 
the  firlt  fymptom  of  tafte.  On  my 
return  to  Oxford,  the  Age  of  Se- 
ioihis  was  wifely  relinquifhed ;  but 
the  imperfect  fheets  remained  .twen¬ 
ty  years  at  the  bottom  of  a  drawer, 
till,  in  a  general  clearance  of  pa¬ 
pers,  (November  177-2),  they  were 
committed  to  the  flames. 

“  After  the  departure  of  Dr. 
IValdegrave,  I  was  transferred,  with 
bis  other  pupils,  to  his  academical 
beir,  whofe  literary  character  did 
lot  command  the  refped  of  the 
rollege.  Dr.  *  *  *  *  well  remember- 
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ed  that  he  had  a  fa-lary  to  receive, 
and  only  forgot  that  he  had  a  duty 
to  perform.  Inftead  of  guiding  the 
lludies,  and  watching  over  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  his  dil’ciple,  I  was  never 
fummoned  to  attend  even  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  a  ledure  ;  and,  excepting 
one  voluntary  vilit  to  his  rooms, 
during  the  eight  months  of  his  titu¬ 
lar  office,  the  tutor  and  pupil  lived 
in  the  fame  college  as  ft  rangers  to 
each  other.  The  want  of  experience, 
of  advice,  and  of  occupation,  foon 
betrayed  me  into  fome  improprieties 
of  conduct,  ill-chofen  company,  late 
hours,  and  inconfiderate  expence. 
My  growing  debts  might  be  fecret; 
but  my  frequent  ahfence  was  vifiblc 
and  lcandalous ;  and  a  tour  to  Bath, 
a  vifit  into  Buckinghamfhire,  and 
four  excurfions  to  London  in  the 
fame  winter,  were  coftly  and  danger¬ 
ous  frolics.  They  were,  indeed, 
without  a  meaning,  as  without  an  ex- 
cufe.  The  irkfomenefs  of  a  cloiftered 
life  repeatedly  tempted  me  to  wan¬ 
der  ;  but  my  chief  pleafure  was  that 
of  travelling  ;  and  I  was  too  young 
and  balhful  to  enjoy,  like  a  manly 
Oxonian  in  town,  the  pleafures  of 
London.  In  all  thefe  excurfions  I 
eloped  from  Oxford  ;  1  returned  to 
coll  ege ;  in  a  few  days  I  eloped 
again,  as  if  I  had  been  an  inde¬ 
pendent  ft  ranger  in  a  hired  lodging, 
without  once  hearing  the  voice  of 
admonition,  without  once  feeling  the 
hand  of  eoutroul.  Yet  my  time  was 
loft,  my  expcnces  were  multiplied, 
my  behaviour  abroad  was  unknown; 
folly  as  well  as  vice  fliould  have 
awakened  the  attention  of  my  fupe- 
riois,  and  my  tender  years  woul^i 
have  juitified  a  more  than  ordinary 
degree  of  reftraint  and  difeipline. 

“  It  might  at  leait  be  expected, 
that  an  eccleliaftical  fchool  fliould 
inculcate  the  orthodox  principles  of 
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religion.  But  our  venerable  mo¬ 
ther  had  contrived  to  unite  the  op- 
pofite  extremes  of  bigotry  and  in¬ 
difference :  an  heretic,  01  unbeliever/ 
was  a  monfter  in  her  eves;  but  ibe 
was  always,  or  often,  or  fometirnes, 
remils  in  tlie  fjnritual  education  of 
her  own  children.  According  to 
the  ftatutes  of  the  univeriity,  every 
ftndent,  before  he  is  matriculated, 
muff  fu'bfcribe  his  afient  to  the 
thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church  of 
England,  which  are  ftgned  by  more 
than  read,  and  read  by  more  than 
believe  them.  My  infufficient  age 
exctifed  me,  however,  from  the  irriV 
mediate  performance  of  this  legal 
ceremony;  and  the  vice  chancellor 
directed  me  to  return,  as  foon  as  I 
iliould  have  accompliffied  my  fif¬ 
teenth  year ;  recommending  me,  in 
the  mean  while,  to  the  inffriuffkm 
of  my  college.  My  college  forgot 
to  inftruCt:  I  forgot  to  return,  and 
was  myfelf  forgotten  by  the  firft 
magiltrate  of  the  univeriity,  With¬ 
out  a  tingle  lecture,  either  public 
or  private,  either  cbriftian  or  pro- 
teffant,  without  any  academical 
fubicription,  without  any  epil’co- 
pal  confirmation,  I  was  left  by  the 
dim  light  of  my  catechififf  to  grope 
my  way  to  the  chapel, and  commu¬ 
nion-table,  where  I  was  admitted, 
without  a  queftion,  how  far,  or  by 
what  means,  1  might  be  qualified 
«  to  receive  the  facrament.  Such  al- 
mdft  incredible  negleCt  was  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  worft  milchiefs.  From 
my  childhood  I  had  been  fond  of 
religious  difputatio1| :  my  poor  aunt 
has  been  often  puzzfed  by  the  myf- 
teries  which  the  ft  rove  to  believe; 
nor  had  the  elaftic  fpring  been  to¬ 
tally  broken  by  the  weight  of  the 
atmol’phere  of  Oxford.  The  blind 
activity  of  idlenefs  urged  me  to  ad- 
vance  without  armour  into  the  dan¬ 


gerous  mazes  of  controverfy ;  and 
at  the  age  of  fixteen,  I  bewildered 
myfelf  in  the  errors  of  the  church 
of  Rome. 

“  The  progress  of  my  converfion 
may  lend  to  illuftrate,  at  lealt,  the 
hiftory  of  my  own  mind.  It  was 
not  long  fince  Dr.  Middleton’s  free 
inquiry  had  founded  an  alarm  in 
the  theological  world  :  much  ink 
and  much  gall  had  been  fpilt  in  the 
defence  of  the  primitive  miracles; 
and  the  two  dullelt  of  their  cham¬ 
pions  were  crowned  with  academic 
honours  by  the  univeriity  of  Ox¬ 
ford.  The  name  of  Middleton  was 
unpopular;  and  his  profcription 
very  naturally  led  me  to  penile  his 
writings,  and  thofe  of  his  antago- 
nifts.  His  bold  qriticifm,  which 
approaches  the  precipice  ot  infide¬ 
lity,  produced  on  my  mind  a  lingu¬ 
lar  effeCt ;  and  had  I  perfevered  in 
the  communion  of  Rome,  1  lhould 
now  apply  to  my  own  fortune  the 
prediction  of  the  Sybil, 

- - Via  prima  fcilutis, 

Quod  minime  rcris,Graid  pandetur  ab  urbe. 

The  elegance  of  ftyle  and  freedom 
of  argument  were  repelled  by  a 
fhield  of  prejudice.  I  ffill  revered^ 
the  character,  or  rather  the  names, 
of  the  faints  and  fathers  whom  Dr. 
Middleton'  e-xpofes  ;  nor  could  he 
deftroy  my  implicit  belief,  that  the 
gift  of  miraculous  powers  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  church,  during  the 
firft  four  or  five  centuries  ol  chrifti- 
anity.  But  I  was  unable  to  refill 
the  weight  of  hiftorical  evidence, 
that  within  the  fame  period  moft  of 
the  leading  doCtrines  of  popery 
were  already  introduced  in  theory 
and  practice  :  nor  was  my  conclu- 
fion  abiurd,  that  miracles  are  the 
te.fi;  of  truth,  and  that  the  church 
mult,  be  orthodox  and  pure,  which 
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was  lo  often  approved  by  the  vifi- 
ble  interpolition  of  the  Deity  The 
marvellous  tales  which  are  lb  boldly 
attefted  by  the  Balils  and  Cliry- 
foitoms,  the  Auftins  and  jcroms, 
compelled  me  to  embrace  the  lupe- 
rior  merits  of  celibacy,  the  iuftitu- 
tion  of  the  monadic  life,  the  ufe  of 
the  fign  of  the  crofs,  of  holy  oil, 
and  even  of  images,  the  invocation 
of  faints,  the  worlhip  of  relics,  the 
rudiments  of  purgatory  in  prayers 
for  the  dead,  and  the  tremendous 
irnyftery  of  the  facrifice  of  the  body 
arid  blood  of  Chrift,  which  infcnfi- 
blyfwelled  into  the  prodigy  of  trau- 
fubftantiation.  In  thefe  dilpolitions, 
and  already  more  than  half  a 
convert,  I  formed  an  unlucky  in¬ 
timacy  with  a  young  gentleman  of 
our  college,  whole  name  I  lhalC 
fpare.  With  a  character  lefs  refo- 
iute,  Mr.  *****  had  imbibed  the 
fame  religious  opinions ;  and  fome. 
Popifh  books,  I  know  not  through 
what  channel,  were  conveyed  into 
his  pofleffion.  1  read,  I  applauded, 

1  believed  :  the  Englifh  tranflations 
of  two  famous  works  of  Bofiitet 
bifhop  of  Meaux,  the-Expofition-of 
the  Catholic  Dodriue,  and  the 
Hiftory  of'  the  Proteltant  Varia¬ 
tions,  atchieved  my  converfion,  and 
I  1'urely  fell  by  a  noble  bund.” 

“  No  fooner  had  I  fettled  my 
new  religion  than  1  refolved  to  pro¬ 
ofs  myfelf  a  catholic.  Youth  is 
fincere  and  impetuous  ;  and  a  mo¬ 
mentary  glow  of  enthufiafm  had 
railed  me  above  all  temporal  con- 
fiderations." 

“  In  my  laft  excurfion  to  Loil- 
don,  I  addrelted  myfelf  to  Mr. 
Le  wis,  a  Roman  catholic  bookfeller 
in  Rufiell-flreet,  Covent  Garden, 
who  recommended  me  to  a  pried, 
ol  whole  name  and  order  I  ain  at 
prefent  ignorant.  In  our  firft  in- 
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terview  he  foon  difcovei-ed  that  per- 
fuafion  was  needlefs.  After  found¬ 
ing  the  motives  and  merits  of  my 
converliom  he  confented  to  admit 
me  into  the  pale  of  the  church  ;  and 
at  his  feet,  on  the  eighth  of  June 
1753,  I  folemnly,  though  privately,! 
abjured  the  errors  of  hereiy.  The 
fed  net  ion  of  an  Englilh  youth  of 
family  and  fortune  was  an  ad  of  ast 
much  danger  as  glory  ;  but  he  bravo-, 
ly  overlooked  the  danger,  of  which 
1  was  not  then  lulhciently  informed^ 
“  Where  a  perfon  is  reconciled  Ui 
u  the  fee  of  Rome,  or  procures. 
“  others  to  be  reconciled,  the  of- 
“  fence  (fays  Blackdone)  amount's. 
u  to  high  trealbn.”  And  if  the  hu¬ 
manity  of  the  age  would  prevent  the 
execution  of  this  fanguinary  ha- 
tute,  there  were  other  laws  of  a  lefs 
odious  cult,  which  condemned  the, 
p  tie  ft  to  perpetual  imprifonment, 
and  transferred  the  profelyte’s  ellate 
to  his  neared  relation.  A11  elaborate 
eontroverlial  epiftle,  approved  by. 
my  diredor,  and  addrelled  to  my 
father,  announced  and  juftihed  the 
ftep  which  I  had  taken.  My  fa¬ 
ther  was  neither,  a  bigot  nor  a 
philosopher;  but  his  aftedion /’de¬ 
plored  the  lofs  of  an  only  Ion ;  an*Y 
.his  good  fenle  was  aftonilhed  at  my, 
ftrange  departure  from  the  religion 
of  my  country.  In  the  fiiit  fully 
of  pallion  he  divulged  a  fecret  which 
prudence  might  have  fupprelTed,  and 
the  gates  ol  Magdalen  College  were 
for  ever  fliut  againft  my  return.” 

“  After  carrying  me  to  Putney, 
to  the  houfe  of  his  friend  Mr.  Mal¬ 
let,  by  wbo.fe  philofophy  I  was  ra-* 
ther  fcanda.lized  than  reclaimed,  it. 
was  lie  cell  ary  for  my  father  to  form 
a  new  plan  of  education,  and  to  de- 
vife  fome  method  which,  if  poflible, 
might  efied  the  cure  of  my  Spiri¬ 
tual  malady.  After  much  debate  it 
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was  determined,  from  the  advice 
and  perfonal  experience  of  Mr. 
Eliot  (now  lord  Eliot)  to  fix  me, 
during  tome  years,  at  Laufanne  in 
Switzerland.  Mr.  Frey,  a  Swifs 
gentleman  of  Bafil,  undertook  the 
condudt  of  the  journey:  we  left 
London  the  19th  of  June,  eroded 
the  fea  from  Dover  to  Calais,  tra¬ 
velled  poll  through  feveral  provinces 
of  France,  by  the  direct  road  of 
St.  Quentin,  Rheims,  Langres,  and 
Befancon,  and  arrived  the  30th  of 
June  at  Laufanne,  where  I  was  im¬ 
mediately  fettled  under  the  roof  and 
tuition  of  Mr.  Pavilliard,  a  Calviniil 
minilter. 

“  The  firft  marks  of  my  father's 
difpleaftire  rather  aftonilhed  than 
afflicted  me:  when  he  threatened  to 
banifh,  and  difown,  and  difinberit 
a  rebellious  ton,  i  cherifhed  a  fecret 
hope  that  he  would  not  be  able 
or  walling  to  effect  his  menaces; 
and  the  pride  of  conference  encou¬ 
raged  me  to  fuftain  the  honourable 
and  important  part  which  I  was 
now  aCting.  My  fpirits  were  rail¬ 
ed  and  kept  alive  by  the  rapid  mo¬ 
tion  of  my  journey,  the  new  and 
various  lcenes  of  the  continent,  and 
the  civility  of  Mr.  Frey,  a  man  of 
ienfe,  who  was  not  ignorant  of 
books  or  the  world.  But  after  he 
had  refigned  me  into  Pavilliard's 
hands,  and  I  was  fixed  in  my  new 
habitation,  I  bad  leifure  to  contem¬ 
plate  the  fi range  and  melancholy 
profpeCt  before  me.  My  Firfi  com¬ 
plaint  arofe  from  my  ignorance  of 
the  language.  In  my  childhood  I 
bad  once  ltudied  the  French  gram¬ 
mar,  and  I  could  imperfectly  under¬ 
hand  the  eafy  prole  of  a  familiar 
fubjedi.  But  when  I  was  thus  fud- 
denly  cal’t  on  a  foreign  land,  I 
found  inyielf  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
fpeecli  and  of  hearing ;  and,  during 


fome  weeks^  incapable  not  only  of 
enjoying  the  pleasures  of  converla- 
tion,  but  even  of  ailring  or  ati- 
fwering  a  queftion  in  the  common 
intercourfe  of  life.  To  a  home¬ 
bred  Eilglilhman  every  object,  eve¬ 
ry  cuftom  was  offeniive ;  but  the 
native  of  any  country  might  have 
been  difgufted  with  the  general  af- 
pecl  of  his  lodging  and  entertain¬ 
ment*  I  had  now  exchanged  my 
elegant  apartment  in  Magdalen  Col¬ 
lege,  for  a  narrow,  gloomy  lireet, 
the  moll  unfrequented  of  an  un- 
handfome  town,  for  an  old  incon¬ 
venient  houfe,  and  for  a  fmall 
chamber  ill-contrived  and  ill-fur- 
niflied,  which,  on  the  approach  of 
winter,  inltead  of  a  companionable 
fire,  muft  be  warmed  by  the  dull 
invifible  heat  of  a  Hove*  From  a 
man  I  was  again  degraded  to  the 
dependance  of  a  fchool-boy.  Mr. 
Pavilliard  managed  my  expences* 
which  had  been  reduced  to  a  dimi¬ 
nutive  ftate :  I  received  a  fmall 
monthly  allowance  for  my  pocket- 
money  ;  and  helpleis  and  awkward 
as  I  have  ever  been,  I  rfo  longer  en¬ 
joyed  the  indilpenfable  comfort  of 
a  fervant.  My  condition  feemed 
as  deltitute  of  hope,  as  it  was  de¬ 
void  of  pleafure:  I  was  feparated 
for  gn  indefinite,  which  appeared 
an  infinite  term  from  my  native 
country;  and  I  had  loft  all  con¬ 
nection  with  my  catholic  friends. 
I  have  fince  reflected  with  furprife, 
that  us  the  Romifli  clergy  of  every 
part  of  Europe  maintain  a  dole 
correfpondence  with  each  other, 
they  never  attempted,  by  letters  or 
mefiages,  to  refeue  me  from  the 
hands  of  the  heretics,  or  at  leaft  to 
confirm  my  zeal  and  conllancy  in 
the  profellion  of  the  faith.  Such 
was  my  firlt  introduction  to  Lau- 
fanne ;  a  place  where  1  fpent  nearly 

five 
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five  years  with  pleafure  and  profit, 
which  I  afterwards  revifited  with¬ 
out  compulfion,  and  which  I  have 
finally  felected  as  the  molt  grateful, 
retreat  for  the  decline  of  my  life. 

“  But  it  is  the  peculiar  felicity 
of  youtli  that  the  molt  unplealing 
objects  and  events  feldom  make  a 
deep  dr  lalting  impreftion  ;  it  forgets 
the  pad,  enjoys  the  prelent,  and  an¬ 
ticipates  the  future.  At  the  flexible 
a <ie  of  fix  teen  1  icon  learned  to  en- 
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dure,  and  gradually  to  adopt,  the 
new  forms  of  arbitrary  manners  : 
the  real  hardfhips  of  my  lituation 
were  alienated  by  time.  Had  f 
been  fent  abroad  in  a  more  fpiendid 
ftyle,  fucli  as  the  fortune  and  boun¬ 
ty  of  my  father  might  have  fup- 
plied,  I  might  have  returned  home 
with  the  fame  dock  of  language 
and  fcience,  which  our  country¬ 
men  ufually  import  from  the  con¬ 
tinent.  An  exile  and  a  prifoner  as 
I  was,  their  example  betrayed  me 
into  Tome  irregularities  of  wine,  of 
play,  and  of  idle  excuriions  :  but  I 
foon  felt  the  impolhbility  of  alfo- 
ciating  with  them  on  equal  terms  ; 
and  after  the  departure  of  my  fi  1  It 
acquaintance,  I  held  a  cold  and 
civil  correfpondence  with  their  fuc- 
celTors.  This  feclufion  from  Eng- 
Jifh  l'ociety  was  attended  with  the 
mod  folid  benefits.  In  the  Pays 
de  Vaud,  the  French  language  is 
ul’ed  with  lei’s  imperfection  than  in 
molt  of  the  diftant  provinces  of 
France  :  in  Pavilli aid’s  family,  ne- 
eeftity  compelled  me  to  htlen  and 
to  fpeak  ,  and  if  I  was  at  firft  dif- 
heartened  by  the  apparent  llownefs, 
in  a  few  months  I  was  aftonifhed  by 
the  rapidity  of  my  progrefs.  My 
pronunciation  was  formed  by  the 
conftant  repetition  of  the  fame 
founds ;  the  variety  of  words  and 
idioms,  the  rules  of  grammar,  and 
Vox..  XXXVIII. 
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didiixhinns  of  genders,  weie  im- 
preffed  in  my  memory:  eufe  and 
freedom  were  obtained  by  practice; 
correCtnefs  and  elegance  by  labour  ; 
and  before  I  was  recalled  home, 
French,  in  which  I  ipontaneoufly 
thought,  was  more  familiar  than 
Englilh  to  my  ear,  my  tongue,  and 
my  pen.  The  iird  effect  of  this 
opening  knowledge  was  the  revival 
of  my  love  of  reading,  which  had 
been  chilled  at  Oxford  ;  and  1  foon 
turned  over,  without  much  choice, 
almoft  all  the  French  books  in  my 
tutor’s  library.  Even  tbefe  amule- 
ments  were  produdtive  of  real  ad¬ 
vantage:  my  tafte  and  judgment 
were  now  fume  what  riper.  I  was 
introduced  to  a  new  mode  of  ftyle 
and  literature:  by  the  companion 
of  manners  and  opinions,  my  views 
were  enlarged,  my  prejudices  were 
corrected,  and  a  copious  voluntary 
abftralt  of  the  Hiltoire  de  1’Fglife 
et  de  l’Empire,  by  le  Sueur,  may  be* 
placed  in  a  middle  line  between  my 
childifh  and  my  manly  ftudies.  As 
loon  as  I  was  able  to  converfe  with 
the  natives,  I  began  to  feel  fome 
latisfaCtion  in  their  company :  my 
awkward  timidity  was  poliihed  and 
emboldened;  and  I  frequented,  for 
the  fir  ft  time,  aftemblies  of  men  and 
women.  The  acquaintance  of  the 
Pavilliards  prepared  me  by  degrees 
for  more  elegant  fociety.  i  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  kindnefs  and  indul¬ 
gence  in  the  belt  families  of  Lau- 
lanne  ;  and  it  was  in  one  of  theie 
that  I1  formed  an  intimate  and  lalt- 
ing  connection  with  Mr.  Deyver- 
dun,  a  young  man  of  an  amiable 
temper  and  excellent  underft  mding. 
In  the  ails  of  fern  ing  and  dancing, 

I  mall  indeed  was  my  proficiency  ; 
and  fome  months  were  idly  wafted 
in  the  riding-lchool.  Mv  unfitnefs 
to  bodily  exercife  reconciled  me  to 
C  a  feden- 
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«,  fedentary  life,  and  the  horfe,  the 
favourite  of  my  countrymen,  never 
contributed  to  the  pleafures  of  my 
youth. 

“  My  obligations  to  the  leflons 
>f  Mr.  Pavilliard,  gratitude  will  not 
fuller  me  to  forget:  he  was  endow¬ 
ed  with  a  clear  head  and  a  warm* 
heart;  his  innate  benevolence  had 
alliiaged  the  fpirit  of  the  church; 
he  was  rational,  becaufe  he  was 
moderate;  in  the  courfe  of  his  ftu- 
dies  he  had  acquired  a  jult  though 
fuperficial  knowledge  of  moll 
branches  of  literature;  by  long 
practice,  he  was  (killed  in  the  arts 
of  teaching  ;  and  he  laboured  with 
aftiduous  patience-to  know  the  cha¬ 
racter,  gain  the  affeCtion,  and  open 
the  mind  of  his  Englilh  pupil.  As 
foon  as  we  began  to  tfnderftand 
each  other,  he  gently  led  me,  from 
a  blind  and  undiftincmifhinc;  love 
of  reading,  into  the  path  of  in- 
ftrucHou.  I  confented  with  plea- 
lure  that  a  portion  of  the  morning- 
hours  Ihould  be  confecrated  to  a 
plan  of  modern  hiftory  and  geo¬ 
graphy,  and  to  the  critical  perufal 
of  the  French  and  Latin  claflics; 
and  at  each  ftep  I  felt  myfelf  invi¬ 
gorated  by  the  habits  of  application 
arid  method.  Mis  prudence  re- 
prefted  and  diflembled  fome  youth¬ 
ful  fallies ;  and  as  foon  as  I  was 
confirmed  in  the  habits  of  induftry 
and  temperance,  he  gave  the  reins 
into  my  own  hands.  Mis  favour¬ 
able  report  of  my  behaviour  and 
progrefs  gradually  obtained  fome 
latitude  of  action  and  expence ; 
and  he  wifhed  to  alleviate  the  hard- 
lhips  ot  my  lodging  and  entertain¬ 
ment.  The  principles  of  philoso¬ 
phy  were  aflbciated  with  the  ex¬ 


effedually  to  my  education,  ha® 
a  ftronger  claim  on  my  gratitude 
than  on  my  admiration.  Air.  De 
Croufaz,  the  adverfary  of  Bavle 
and  Pope,  is  not  diftinguilhed  by 
lively  fancy  or  profound  reflection; 
and  even  in  his  own  country,  at  the 
end  of  a  few  years,  his  name  and 
writings  are  almoft  obliterated. 
But  his  philoiophy  had  been  form¬ 
ed  in  the  fchool  of  Locke,  his  di¬ 
vinity  in  that  of  Lim’oorch  and  Le 
Clerc ;  in  a  long  and  laborious  life, 
feveral  generations  of  pupils  were 
taught  to  think,  and  even  to  write  ; 
his  leflons  refeued  the  academv  of 
_Laufanne  from  Calviniftic  preju¬ 
dice  ;  and  lie  had  the  rare  merit  of 
diffufing  a  more  liberal  fpirit  among 
the  clergy  and  people  of  the  Pays 
de  Vaud.  Mis  fyftem  of  logic,, 
which  in  the  laft  editions  has  fwel- 
led  to  fik  tedious  and  prolix  vo¬ 
lumes,  may  be  praifed  as  a  clear 
and  methodical  abridgment  of  the  : 
art  ol  reafoning,  from  our  Ample 
ideas  to  the  moft  complex  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  human  underftanding. 
Ibis  fyftem.  I  ftudied,  and  medi- 1 
tated,  and  abftraded,  till  1  have; 
obtained  the  free  command  of  an 
univerfal  inftrument,  which  1  foon 
prelumed  to  exercile  on  my  catho-r 
lie  opinions.  Pavilliard  was  not 
unmindful  that  his  firft  talk,  his 
moft  important  duty,  was  to  reclaim 
me  from  the  errors  of  pbpery. 
The  intermixture  of  feds  has  ren¬ 
dered  the  Swifs  clergy  acute  and 
learned  on  the  topics  of  contro- 
verfy  :;  and  I  have  fome  of  hi&  let¬ 
ters  in  which  he  celebrates  life  dexJ 
terity  of  his  attack,  and  my  gradual 
concellions,  after  a  firm  and  well* 


amples  of  tafte ;  and  by  a  lingular 
chance,  the  book,  as  well  as  the 
ssan,  which  contributed  the  moft 


managed  defence.  I  was  willing, 
and  I  am  now  willing,  to  allow  him 
a  hundfome  (hare  of  the  honour  of 
my  converfion ;  yet  I  muft  obferve, 

that 
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that  it  was  principally  effected  by 
my  private  reflections;  and  1  flill 
remember  my  folitary  tranfport  at 
the  difccvery  of  a  phdofophical  ar¬ 
gument  again!!  the  doctrine  of 
tranlubftantiation  :  that  the  text  of 
l'cripture,  which  l'eems  to  inculcate 
the  real  prefence,  is  attefted  only  by 
a  tingle  fenle — our  fight;  while  the 
real  prefence  itfelf  is  difproved  by 
th  ree  of  our  fenfes— -the  light,  the 
touch,  and  the  talte.  The  various 
articles  of  the  Romilh  creed  difap- 
peared  like  a, dream;  and  after  a 
full  conviction,  on  Chrillmas-day 
1754,  I  received  the  lacrament  in 
the  church  of  Laufanne.  It  was 
here  that  I  fufpended  my  religious 
inquiries,  acquiefcing  with  impli¬ 
cit  belief  in  the  tenets  and  myfle- 
ries,  which  are  adopted  by  the  ge-: 
neral  content  of  catholics  and  pro- 
tellants. 

“  Such,  from  my  arrival  at  Lau¬ 
fanne,  during  the  fii  ft  eighteen  or 
twenty  months  (July  1753 — March 
*755)1  were  my  ufeful  ftudies,  the 
foundation'  of  all  my  future  im¬ 
provements.  But  every  man  who 
riles  above  the  common  level  has 
received  two  educations;  the  firlt 
from  his  teachers  ;  the  fecond,  more 
perfonal  and  important,  from  him- 
felf.  He  will  not,  like  the  fanatics 
of  the  laft  age,  define  the  moment 
of  grace ;  but  he  cannot  forget  the 
sera  of  his  life,  in  which  his  mind 
has  expanded  to  its  proper  form 
and  dimenfions.  My  worthy  tutor 
had  the  good  fenfe  and  model! y  to 
difeern  how  far  he  could  be  ufelul ; 

loon  as  he  felt  that  I  advanced 
beyond  his  fpeed  and  meafure,  he 
wifely  left  me  to  my  genius  ;  and 
the  hours  of  leflbn  were  foon  loll  in 
the  voluntary  labour  of  the  whole 
morning,  and  fometimes  of  the 
whole  day.  The  defire  of  prolong- 
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ing  my  time,  gradually  confirmed 
the  falutary  habit  of  early  riling;  to 
which  I  have  always  adhered,  with 
fume  regard  to  feafons  and  fixa¬ 
tions  :  but  it  is  happy  for  my  eyes 
and  my  health,  that  my  temperate 
ardour  has  never  been  leduced  to 
trelpafs  on  the  hours  of  the  night. 
During  the  lall  three  years  of  my 
refidence  at  Laufanne,  i  may  aflume 
the  merit  of  ferious  and  folid  appli¬ 
cation  ;  but  I  am  tempted  to  dif- 
tinguifli  the  lall  eight  months  of  the 
year  1755,  as  the  period  of  the  moll 
extraordinary  diligence  and  rapid 
progrefs.  In  my  French  and  Latin 
tranflations  1  adopted  an  excellent 
method,  which,  from  my  own  fuc- 
cefs,  1  would  recommend  to  the 
imitation  of  Undents.  I  chofe  fome 
claffie  writer,  fuch  as  Cicero  and 
Vertot^  the  moll  approved  for  purity 
and  elegance  of  Ayle.  I  tranllated, 
for  mftance,  an  epiftle  of  Cicero  into 
French  ;•  and  after  throwing  it  afide, 
till  the  words  and  phrafes  were  ob¬ 
literated  from  my  memory,  I  re- 
tranflated  my  French  into  fuch 
Latin  as  I  could  find;  and  then 
compared  each  fentence  of  my  im¬ 
perfect  verfion,  with  the  eafe,  the 
grace,  the  propriety  of  the  Roman 
orator.  A  limilar  experiment  was 
made  on  leveral  pages  of  the  Revo¬ 
lutions  of  Vertot;  I  turned  them 
into  Latin,  returned  them  after  a 
fulficient  interval  into  my  own 
French,  and  again  fcrutinized  the 
refemblance  and  dilfimihtude  of  the 
copy  and  the  original.  By  degrees 
I  was  lefs  alhamed,  by  degrees  I  Was 
more  faiisfied  with  mylelf;  and  I 
perfevered  111  the  pradice"  of  thefe 
double  tranflations,  which  filled  fe- 
veral  books,  till  I  bad  acquired  the 
knowledge  of  both  idioms,  and  the 
command  at  leaft  of  a  correct  Ayle. 
This  uiefui  exercife  ojT  writing  was 
C  2  accompanied 
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accompanied  and  fucceeded  by  the 
more  pleafing  occupation  of  read¬ 
ing  the  belt  authors.  The  perufal 
of  the  Roman  dailies  was  at  once 
my  exercife  and  reward.  Dr.  Mid¬ 
dleton’s  Hiftory,  which  I  then  ap¬ 
preciated  above  its  true  value,  na¬ 
turally  directed  me  to  the  writings 
of  Cicero.  The  moll  perfect  edi¬ 
tions,  that  of  Olivet,  which  may 
adorn  the  Ibelvcs  of  the  rich,  that 
of  Ernefii,  which  Ihould  lie  on  the 
table  of  the  learned,  were  not  in  my 
power.  For  the  familiar  epil'tles 
I  ufed  the  text  and  Englilh  com¬ 
mentary  of  bilhop  Rofs :  but  my 
general  edition  was  that  of  Ver- 
burgius,  publilhed-at  A  miter  dam  in 
two  large  volumes  in  folio,  with  an 
indifferent  choice  of  various  notes. 

I  read  with  application  and  pleafure, 
all  the  epiftles,  all  the  orations,  and 
the  moll  important  treatifes  of  rhe¬ 
toric  and  philofophy  ;  and  as  I  read, 

1  applauded  the  obfervation  of  Quin¬ 
tilian,  that  every  ftudenl.  may  judge 
of  his  own  proficiency,  by  the  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  which  he  receives  from 
the  Roman  orator.  I  tailed  the 
beauties  of  language,  I  breathed 
the  Spirit  of  freedom,  and  I  im¬ 
bibed  from  his  precepts  and  exam¬ 
ples  the  public  and  private  fenfe  of 
a  man.  Ciceio  in  Latin,  .and  Xe¬ 
nophon  in  Greek,  are  indeed  the 
two  ancients  whom  I  would  fir  ft 
propofe  to  a  liberal  fcholar ;  not 
only  for  the  merit  of  their  ftyle  and 
Sentiments,  but  for  the  admirable 
iefSons,  which  may  be  applied  al- 
moll  to  every  fituation  of  public 
and  private  life.  Cicero’s  Epiitlies 
may  in  particular  afford  the  models 
of  every  form  of  correlpondence, 
from  the  carelels  effulions  of  ten- 
dernefs  and  friendlhip,  to  the  well- 
guarded  decimation  of  difcreet  and 
Signified  refentment;  After  finilli- 
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ing  this  great  author,  a  library  of 
eloquence  and  reafon,  I  formed  a 
more  extenfive  plan  of  reviewing 
the  Latin  dallies,  under  the  four 
divifions  of,  1.  hillorians,  <2.  poets, 

3.  orators,  and  4.  philolbphers,  in 
a  chronological  feries,  from  the 
days  of  Plautus  and  Salluff,  to  the 
decline  of  the  language  and  empire 
of  Rome;  and  this  plan,  in  the  laft 
twenty-feven  months  of  my  reli- 
dence  at  Laufanne  (January  1756 
— April  1758),  I  nearly  accom¬ 
pli  Ihed.  Nor  was  this  review, 

however  rapid,  either  halty  or  lu- 
perficial.  I  indulged  myfelf  in  a 
fecond  and  even  a  third  perufal 
of  Terence,  Virgil,  Horace,  Tacitus, 
&c.  and  fludied  to  imbibe  the  fenlc 
and  lpirit  molt  congenial  to  my 
own.  I  never  buffered  a  difficult 
or  corrupt  pafiage  to  efcape,  till  I 
had  viewed  it  in  every  light  of 
which  it  was  fuSceptible :  though 
often  dilappointed,  I  always  con- 
fulted  the  molt  learned  or  intern- 
ous  commentators,  Torrentius  andf 
Dacier  on  Horace,  Catrou  and  Ser- 
vius  on  Virgil,  Lipfius  on  Tacitus, 
Meziriac  on  Ovid,  &c. ;  and  in  the 
ardour  of  my  inquiries,  1  embraced 
a  large  circle  of  historical  and  cri¬ 
tical  erudition.  My  abstracts  of  j 
each  book  were  made  in  the  French 
language :  my  observations  often 
branched  into  particular  effiiys ; 
and  I  can  ftill  read,  without  con¬ 
tempt,  a  differtation  of  eight  folio 
pages  on  eight  lines  (287 — 294)  of 
the  fourth  Georgic  of  Virgil.  Mr. 
Dey verdun,  my  friend,  whofe  name 
will  be  frequently  repeated,  had 
joined  with  equal  zeal,  though  not 
with  equal  perfeverauce,  in  the 
fame  undertaking.  To  him  every 
thought,  every  compofition,  was 
inilantly  communicated  ;  with  him 
I  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  a  free  con¬ 
versation 
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verfation  on  the  topics  of  our  com¬ 
mon  ltudies. 

“  But  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  for  a 
mind  endowed  with  any  active  cu- 
riolity  to  be  long  converfant  with 
the  Latin  claflics,  without  afpiring 
to  know  the  Greek  originals,  whom 
they  celebrate  as  their  matters,  and 
ot  whom  they  fo  warmly  recom¬ 
mend  the  ftudy  and  imitation ; 

- Vos ' exempt  aria  C  rarca 

No&urna  verfate  mmu,  verfute  diurna. 

“  It  was  now  that  I  regretted 
the  early  years  which  had  been 
wafted  in  lick  nets  or  idlenefs,  or 
mere  idle  reading;  that  I  con- 
demned  the  perverle  method  of  our 
fchoolmafters,  who,  by  firft  teach¬ 
ing  the  mother-language,  might 
defcend  with  fo  much  eafe  and  per- 
fpicuity  to  the  origin  and  etymo¬ 
logy  of  a  derivative  idiom.  In  the 
nineteenth  year  of  my  age  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  fupply  this  defeCl;  and 
the  leflons  of  Pavilliard  again  con¬ 
tributed  to  fmooth  the  entrance  of 
the  way,  the  Greek  alphabet,  the 
grammar,  and  the  pronunciation 
according  to  the  French  accent. 
At  my  earneft  requeft  we  prefumed 
to  open  the  Iliad;  and  I  had  the 
pleafure  of  beholding,  though  darkly 
aud  through- a  glafs,  the  true  image 
pf  Homer,  whom  I  had  long  fmce 
admired  in  an  Englifh  drefs.  After 
my  tutor  had  left  me  to  mylelf,  I 
worked  my  way  through  about 
half  the  Iliad,  and  afterwards  inter¬ 
preted  alone  a  large  portion  of  Xe¬ 
nophon  and  Herodotus.  But  my 
ardour,  dejfitute  of  aid  and  emu¬ 
lation,  was  gradually  cooled,  and, 
from  the  barren  talk  of  fearching 
Voids  in  a  lexicon,  I  withdrew  to 
the  free  and  familiar  converfation 
pt  Virgil  and  Tacitus.  Yet  in  my 
jefidence  at  Laufanne  I  had  laid 
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a  folid  foundation,  which  enabled 
me,  in  a  more  propitious  feafon, 
to  prolecute  the  ftudy  of  Grecian 
literature. 

“  From  a  blind  idea  of  the  ufe- 
fulnefs  ot  iuch  an  ubftraCt  fcience,  my 
father  had  been  defirous,  and  even 
prefling,  that  I  fliould  devote  foine 
time  to  the  mathematics  ;  nor  could 
I  refute  to  comply  with  fo  reafon- 
able  a  with.  During  two  winters 
I  attended  the  private  lectures  of 
Monfle'ur  de  Traytorrens,  who  ex¬ 
plained  the  elements  of  algebra  and 
geometry,  as  far  as  the  conic  lec¬ 
tions  of  the  marquis 'de  THopital, 
and  appeared  latistied  with  my  di¬ 
ligence  and  improvement.  But  as 
my  childifh  prop  entity  for  numbers 
and  calculations  was  totally  extinct, 

I  was  content  to  receive  the  paffivfc 
impreffion  of  my  prore/ior’s  lectures, 
without  any  active  exercife  of  my 
own  powers.  As  foon  as  I  under*, 
flood  the  principles,  I  relinquilhed 
lor  ever  the  purfuit  of  the  mathe¬ 
matics  ;  nor  can  1  lament  that  I 
debited  before  my  mind  was  hard¬ 
ened  by  the  habit  of  rigid  demon- 
li  ration,  fo  deftruCtive  of  the  finer 
feelings  ot  moral  evidence,  which 
mult,  however,  determine  the  actions 
and  opinions  of  our  lives.  I  liftened 
with  more  pleafure  to  the  propola! 
of  Undying  the  law  of  nature  and 
nations,  which  was  taught  m  the 
academy  ol  Laufanne  by  Mr.  Vicat, 
a  profeffor  of  fotne  learning  and  re¬ 
putation.  But  inftead  of  attending 
his  public  or  private  courfe,  I  pre¬ 
ferred  in  my  clofet  the  leflons  of  his 
matters,  and  my  own  reafon.  With¬ 
out  being  difgufted  by  Grotius  or 
Puffendorf,  I  ftudied  in  their.wntipgs 
the  duties  of  a  man,  the  rights  of  a 
citizen,  the  theory  of  juflice  (it  is, 
alas !  a  theory),  and  the  laws  of 
peace  or  war,  which  have  had  fome 
C  3  influence 
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influence  on  the  practice  of  modern 
Europe.  My  fatigues  were  alle¬ 
viated  by  the  good  lenfe  ol  their 
commentator  liar  bey  rac,  Lockes 
Treatife  of  Government  inftrudted 
me  in  the  knowledge  of  whig  prin¬ 
ciples,  which  are  rather  founded  in 
reafon  than  experience  ;  but  my  de¬ 
light  was  in  the  frequent  perufal 
of  Montefquieu,  whole  energy  ol 
ftyle,  and  boldnefs  of  hypothefis, 
were  powerful  to  awaken  and  Iti- 
ihulate  the  genius  of  the  age.  The 
lode  of  De  Croufaz  had  prepared 
me  to  engage  with  his  matter  Locke, 
and  his  antagonift  Bavle ;  ot  whom 
the  former  may  be  uled  as  a  bridle, 
and  the  latter  applied  as  a  fpur,  to 
the  curiofity  of  a  young  philofo- 
pher.  According  to  the  nature  ot 
their  refped'tive  works,  the  fchools 
of  argument  and  objedtion,  I  care¬ 
fully  went  through  the  ElTay  on 
Human  Underttanding,  and  occa- 
lionally  confulted  the  moll  inte- 
retting  articles  of  the  Philofophic 
Didtionary.  In  the  infancy  of  my 
reafon  I  fumed  over,  as  an  idle 
amulemen't,  the  moll  ferious  and  im¬ 
portant  treatife ;  in  its  maturity,  the 
molt  trifling  performance  could  ex - 
ercife  my  tafte  or  judgment;  and 
more  than  once  I  have  been  led  by 
a  novel  into  a  deep  and  inftru&ive 
train  of  thinking.  But  I  cannot 
forbear  to  mention  three  particular 
books,  fince  they  may  have  re¬ 
motely  contributed  to  form  the 
hittorian  of  the  Roman  empire.  1. 
From  the  Provincial  Letters  of 
Pafcal,  which  al  1110ft  every  year  I 
have  pended  with  new  pleasure,  1 
learned  to  manage  the  weapon  of 
grave  and  temperate  irony,  even  on 
fubjecls  of  ecclefiaftical  folemnity. 
*1.  The  Life  of  Julian,  bv  the  Abbe 
de  la  Bleterie,  firft  introduced  me 
to  the  man  and  the  times  ;  and  I 


fhould  be  glad  to  recover  my  firft 
efi’ay  on  the  truth  of  the  miracle 
which  ftopped  the  re-building  of 
the  Temple  of  Jerufalem.  3.  In 
Giannone’s  Civil  Ililtory  of  Naples, 
I  obferved  with  a  critical  eye  the 
progrefs  and  abufe  of  facerdotal 
power,  and  the  revolutions  of  Italy 
in  the  darker  ages.  This  various 
reading,  which  I  now  conducted 
with  dilcretion,  was  digefted,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  precept  and  model 
of  Mr.  Locke,  into  a  large  common¬ 
place  book ;  a  pra6ti.ee,  however, 
which  I  do  not  ftrenuoufiy  recom¬ 
mend.  The  adtion  of  the  pen  will 
doubtlefs  imprint  an  idea  on  the 
mind  as  well  as  on  the  paper :  but 
I  much  quettion  whether  the  benefits 
of  this  laborious  method  are  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  watte  of  time ;  and  I 
mutt  agree  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  (Idler, 
No.  74.)  t(  that  what  is  twice  read, 
“  is  commonly  better  remembered, 
“  than  what  is  tranferibed.” 


Character  of  Erafmus,  from  the 
fame. 

IF  we  conlider  the  charadter  of 
Erafmus,  we  lha.ll  be  immediately 
ttruck  with  his  extenlive  erudition ; 
and  that,  heightened  by  two  circuni- 
ftances. 

Firft,  that  he  was  fearcely  ever 
fixed  fix  months  in  a  place  (except¬ 
ing  at  Bafil;)  that  to  this  wander¬ 
ing  life,  which  deprived  him  both 
of  books  and  leil’ure,  muft  be  ad¬ 
ded,  a  continued  bad  ftate  of  health, 
and  the  conftant  avocation  of  a  vaft 
correlpondence.  Secondly,  that  his 
learning  was  all  real,  and  founded 
on  the  accurate  perufal  of  the 
ancient  authors.  The  numerous 
editions  he  publilhed  fufficiently 
evince  it;  and  belides,  thofe  con¬ 
venient 


Y 


\ 


CHARA 

v«nie«t  compilations  of  all  forts, 
where  a  modern  author  can  learn  to 
be  a  profound  fcholar,  at  a  very 
fnqall  expence,  did  not  then  exift; 
every  thing  was  to  be  fought  for  in 
the  originals  themfelves.  Hut  be¬ 
sides  this  learning,  which  was  com-, 
mon  to  many,  Erafmus  poflefled  a 
genius,  without  which  no  writer  will 
ever  delcend  to  pofterity ;  a  genius 
which  could  fee  through  the  vain 
fubtleties  ot  the  fchools,  revive  the 
laws  of  criticiftp,  treat  every  fubject 
\yith  eloquence  and  delicacy;  fome- 
times  emulate  the  ancients,  often 
imitate  them,  and  never  copy  them. 
As  to  his  morals,  they  had  the  poor 
merit  of  being  regular,  in  the 
nobler  part  of  his  character  I  find 
him  very  deficient.  A  parafite  of  all 
the  great  men  of  his  time,  he  was 
neither  afhamed  to  magnify  their 
characters  by  the  loweft  adulation, 
bor  to  debate  his  own  by  the  moft 
impudent  folicitations,  to  obtain 
prefents  which  very  often  he  did 
not  want.  The  adventure  of  Ep- 
pendorf  is  another  proof  how  much 
dearer  his  money  was  to  him  than 
I  his  character.  Notwithflanding 
thefe  faults,  never  man  enjoyed  a 
greater  perfonal  confideration.  All 
the  fcljiolars,  and  all  the  princes  of 
Europe  looked  upon  him  as  an 
©mcle.  Even  Charles  the  Fifth  and 
brands  the  1’irit  agreed  in  this. 
If  we  enquire  why  this  happened 
to  him  rather  than  to  tome  other 
great  men  oft  a  merit  equal,  and 
perhaps  fuperior  to  Erafmus,,  we 
muft  fay  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
time  when  he  lived ;  when  the 
world,  awaking  from  a  Deep  of  a 
ihoufand  years,  all  orders  of  men 
applied  themfelves  to  letters  with 
an  enthufiafm  which  produced  in 
them  the  highelt  efteem  and  vene¬ 
ration  for  one  of  their  principal 
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reflorers.  Befides,  as  the  general 
attention,  from  piety,  from  curio- 
fity,  from  vanity,  .and  from  inte- 
relt,  was  directed  towards  the  re¬ 
ligious  dilputes,  a  great  divine  was 
the  tafhionable  character,  aad  all 
parties  endeavoured  to  attract  or  to 
preferve  him.  But  to  which  of  thole 
parties  did  Erafmus  adhere?  if  is* 
writings,  and  even  his  conduct,  were 
often  equivocal.  The  catholics  claim 
him,  though  they  acknowledge  that 
he  was  often  indiicreet.  Le  Clerc 
challenges  him  for  the  proteftants, 
though  he  blames  him  for  not  pro- 
felling  what  he  knew  to  have  beep 
the  truth  ;  and  attributes  his  referve 
loiely  to  timidity  and  felf-intereft. 
Erafmus  has  certainly  expofed  all 
the  groffer  fuperltitions  -of  the  Ito- 
milh  word) ip  to  the  ridicule  of  the 
public ;  and  had  his  free  opinion 
been  taken,  I  believe  he  was  a  pro- 
teftant  upon  moft  of  the  coiltelled 
points.  But  many  other  znotiyes 
might  reftrain  him  from  a  declara¬ 
tion.  He  was  always  perfuaded, 
that  any  fpeculative  truths  were 
dearly  purchafed  at  the  ex  pence  of 
practical  virtue  and  public  peace. 
Belides,  many  confiderations  might 
make  him  balance  as  to  thole 
truths  :  prejudices,  of  education,  the 
authority  of  the  fathers,  and  a  na¬ 
tural  inclination  to  feepticifm.  Add 
to  this,  that;  really  difapproving 
many  things  in  the  proteitant  com¬ 
munion,  though  more  in  the  Romifb, 
by  remaining  in  the  loofe  fituatioh 
of  a  man  who  was  unwilling  to* quit 
the  religion  of  his  aneellors,  he 
could  blame  many  tilings  in  it  with 
freedom  ;  whereas,  had  he  deferted 
it,  he  mull  either  have  fet  up  a 
ftandard  himfelf,  or  elie  have  enlified 
blindly  under  that  of  Luther  or 
jEcolampadius.  It  is  furprizing  that 
Erafmus,  who  could  fee  through 
G  4  much 
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much  more  plaufible  fables,  believed 
firmly  in  witchcraft. 


Character  of  Leibnitz,  from  the 
fame. 

THE  eenius  and  ftudies  of  Leib- 
nitz  have  ranked  his  name  with  the 
hr  ft  philofophic  names  of  his  age  or 
country;  but  his  reputation,  per¬ 
haps,  would  be  more  pure  and  per¬ 
manent,  if  he  had  not  ambitioufly 
grafped  the  whole  circle  of  human 
feience.  As  a  theologian,  he  fuc- 
celiively  contended  with  the  lceptics, 
who  believed  too  little,  and  with 
the  papifts,  who  believe  too  much, 
and  with  the  heretics,  who  believe 
olherwife  than  is  inculcated  by  the 
Lutheran  confelfion  of  Augihurg. 
Yet  the  philofopher  betrayed  his 
love  of  union  and  toleration;  his 
faith  in  revelation  was  accufed, 
while  he  proved  the  Trinity  by  the 
principles  of  logic  ;  and,  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  attributes  and  provi¬ 
dence  of  the  Deity,  he  was  fufpedted 
of  a  fecret  eorrefpondence  with  his 
adverfary  Ba\l‘e.  The'  metaphy- 
fician  expatiated  in  the  fields  of  air: 
his  pre-eftaLlilhed  harmony  of  foul 
and  body  might  have  provoked  the 
jealoufy  of  Plato  ;  and  his  optimifm, 
the  belt  of  all  pofifible  worlds,  feems 
an  idea  too  vail  for  a  mortal  mind, 
lie  was  a  pinfician  in  the  large  and 
genuine  fenfe  ot  the  word  :  like  ins 
brethren  he  amufed  himfelf  with 
creating  a  globe;  and  his  protogea , 
or  Primitive  Earth,  has  not  been 
ufelefs  to  the  laft  hypothefis  of 
Euffon,  which  prefers  the  agency  of 
fire  to  that  of  water.  I  am  not 
worthy  to  praife  the  mathematician  ; 
but  his  name  is  mingled  in  all  the 
problems  and  difcoveries  of  the 
times ;  the  mailers  of  the  art  were 


his  rivals  or  difciples^,  and  if  he 
borrowed  from  fir  liaac  Newton  the 
fublime  method  of  fluxions,  Leib¬ 
nitz  was  at  leaft  the  Prometheus 
who  imparted  to  mankind  the  facred 
fire  which  he  had  ftolen  from  the 
gods.  His  curiofitv  extended  to 
every  branch  of  chemitlry,  mecha¬ 
nics,  and  the  arts  ;  and  the- third  of 
his  knowledge  was  always  accom¬ 
panied  with  the  lpirit  of  improve¬ 
ment.  The  vigour  of  his  youth  had 
been  exercifed  in  the  fc  bools  of 
jurijprudence ;  and  while  lie  taught., 
he  afpired  to  reform,-  the  laws  of 
nature  and  nations,  of  Home  and 
Germany.  The  annals  of  Brunf- 
wick,  of  the  empire,  of  the  ancient 
and  modern  world,  were  prelented 
to  the  mind  of  the  hiftonan  ;  and 
lie  could  turn  from  the  dilution  of  a 
problem,  to  the  dully  parchments 
and  barbarous  fiyle  of  the  records  of 
the  middle  age.  His  genius  was 
more  nobly  directed  to  iirvelligate 
the  origin  of  languages  and  nations  ; 
nor  could  he  aflwme  the  character  of 
a  grammarian,  without  forming  the 
project  of  an  univerlal  idiom  and 
alphabet.  Thefe  various  ftudies  were 
often  interrupted  by  the  occalional 
politics  of  the  times ;  and  his  pen 
was  always  ready  in  the  eaufe  of  the 
princes  and  patrons  to  whole  fervice 
he  was  attached  :  manv  hours  were 

■5  _  "  \ 

confumed  in  a  learned  eorrefpond¬ 
ence  with  all  Europe  :  and  the  phi- 
lofopher  amufed  his  leifure  in  the 
compofition  of  French  and  Latin 
poetry.  Such  an  example  may 
difplay  the  extent  arid  powers  of  the 
human  underftanding,  but  even  his 
powers  were  dillipated  by  the  multi¬ 
plicity  of  his  purfuits.  He  attempt¬ 
ed  more  than  he  could  finifli ;  he 
defigned  more  than  he  could  exe¬ 
cute;  his  imagination  was  too  ealily 
fatisfied  with  a  bold  and  rapid  glance 
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on  the  fubjeft  which  he  was  impa¬ 
tient  to  leave  ;  and  Liebnitz  may  he 
compared  to  thole  heroes,  whole 
empire  has  been  loft  in  the  ambition 
of  univerful  comjuelt. 


Anecdotes  of  the  Earl  of  C loncartie. 

From  the  “  Table  Talk”  of  the 

European  Magazine. 

THIS  nobleman  was  lineally  de¬ 
fended  from  the  kings  of  M uniter 
in  Ireland,  and  his  family  po  fife  fifed 
an  earldom  with  very  conliderable 
eltates  in  that  province  down  to  the 
reign  of  James  II.  His  father  was 
lord  of  the  bedchamber  to  that 
monarch  on  his  abdication,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  his  matter's  fortunes,  his 
vreat  eftates  were  contilcated ;  and 
the  late  earl,  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  found  himfelf  little  better 
than  a  penlioner  on  the  crown  of 
France. 

Ilis  lordfliip  made  feveral  efforts 
to  recover  his  rank  and  fortune  in 
England,  where  lie  was  born  and 
educated.  “  He  pleaded  his  not 
“  being  accountable  for  the  actions 
“  of  his  father,  and  the  reftraint  he 
“  was  under  of  conforming  to  his 
“  withes  during  his  life.  But  now 
“  that  ohftacle  being  removed,  by 
“  the  death  ot  his  father,  he  relied 
i(  on  the  juftice  as  well  as  clemency 
“  of  the  conthtution  under  which  he 
“  wras  born,  for  a  proper  retribu- 
“  tion.” 

Thefe  remonftrances  were  princi¬ 
pally  urged  in  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  ot  George  II.  and  they  had 
luch  an  effect  on  fir  Robert  Walpole, 
the  then  miniiter,  that  he  obtained 
for  the  young  earl  the  king's  letters 
of  recommendation  to  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland,  to  have  his  claims 
examined  in  the  courts  of  that 
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kingdom  but  his  effates  were  by 
that  time  fo  divided  and  fubdivided 
all  over  the  kingdom — fome  parts 
obtained  by  grants — and  others  by 
fair  purchafes,  that  it  was  remon- 
ttrated  on  the  part  of  the  privy 
council  of  Ireland,  “  that  any  at- 
“  tempt  to  retlore  the  earl  to  his 
“  original  rights,  would  be  little  lels 
i:  than  encouraging  a  civil  war." 
'I  he  affair,  on  conlideration,  was 
feen  in  the  fame  light  in  England — 
and  a  kind  of  compromise  was  made 
for  a  fum  of  ready  money  in  hand, 
and  a  future  promotion  in  the  naval 
line,  in  which  iervice  the  earl  had 
been  originally  educated. 

On  the  breaking  out  tf  the  war  in 
174E  the  earl  accordingly  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  captain  of  a 
firft-rate ;  but  the  companion  be¬ 
tween  what  he  then  was,  and  what 
lie  was  born  to',  rankled  fo  much  in 
his  mind,  that  in  a  moment  of  de- 
lpair,  it  is  laid,  he  deferted  his  com-* 
mandj  and  went  over  to  the  enemy. 
Thus  far  is  certain,  he  was  from 
this  time  to  the  hour  of  liis  death 
living  in  a  it  ate  of  banittmient  in 
France;  and  though  pecuniary  af¬ 
fairs  often  made  it  neceffarv  for  him 
to  pals  into  England,  the  'political 
embarrajjments  he  was  under  always 
refrained  him. 

liis  lituation  was  rendered  as 
agreeable  as  circumftances  could 
pollibly  admit,  in,  the  court  of 
Louis  XV.  He  had  rank  in  the 
army— apartments  in  the  palace  — 
and  feveral  privileges  which  the 
higher  orders  of  nobility  then  pof- 
felled.  lie  was,  however,  far  from 
being  happy :  his  original  misfor¬ 
tunes  occaiionally  haunted  his  ima¬ 
gination  —he  gave  the  preference  to 
England — and  the  E.nglifh  cha¬ 
racter;  and  though  he  knew  he 
could  never  return  to  lias  native  foil, 

yet 
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yet  in,  order  to  be  as  near  it  as 
jjpofFublev  he  removed  from.  Yerfailles 
to-  Boulogne  fur  Ic  Mer,  in  order,  as 
he  hknfelf  often  laid,,  “  to  live  and 

die  in  Jig  fit  of  his  native  country/’ 

At  the  advanced  a«e  of  fix  tv- 

O  o 

three,  he  married  a  young  wife,  who 
brought  him  two-  children,  and  to 
•whom  he  was  very  much  attached 
by  every  tie  of  affection  and  effeem. 
Sarah  duchefe-  of  Marlborough* 
who  was  his  aunt,  on  her  death  left 
him  a  legacy  of  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  ;  and  as  he  could  not  go  over 
in  per fon  to  receive  this  legaev,  ho 
lent  his  dearly  beloved  icife  with  full 
powers  to  act  for  him.  The  execu¬ 
tors  of  the  duchefs  fulfilled  her 
grace's  be  q  ue  ft,  and  paid  the  money 
to  lady  Cloncartie  : — but,  alas  l  un¬ 
der  this  temptation  Hie  fell :  fuch  a 
fern  ottered  independence  and  plea- 
fares- in  lie  parable  from  the  cbntroul 
©'f  her  lord :  and  (he  was  bafe  enough 

t  - 

to  prefer  thole  to  her  duty;  In 
fhoxt,  the  remained  in  England  :  and 
though  letter  after  letter  from  the- 
carl  entreated  her  to  come  back  and 
!>&  forgiven,  they  never  met  after¬ 
wards.. 

This  was  a  finifliing.  blow  to  his 
misfortunes — he  felt  more  from  the 
lofe  of  her  affection  than  the  money 
—and  he  proved  it  by  his  continued 
attachment  to  hep  children. 

He  lived  in  a  chateau  on  the  fkirts 
©f  the  town  of  Boulogne  fur  le  Mer , 
mi  a  penfion  of  one  thoufand  pounds 
fvr  annum  from  the  crown  of  France, 
exempt  from  wine  duties,  pottage, 
$tc.  tkc.  and  as  the  articles  of  life 
were  then  very  reafonable,  his  in¬ 
come  enabled  him  to  live  with  fplen- 
tlonr  and  hofpitaiity.  Every  Thurf- 
dasy  was  his  open  day  for  a  feledt 
party  of  the  inhabitants  to  dine  with 
him,  who  generally  were  compoled 
ai:  as.  many  Englith  gentlemen  as 


were  either  refident  or  pairing? 
through  the  town  ;  aud  to  them  ha 
paid  particular  compliment,,  except 
when  Englith  politics  became  the 
fubjedt  of  oonverfation.  Here  be 
fometimes  forgot  the  decencies  of 
his  rank  and  fituation  as  a  hot! — but 
as  the  company  generally  knew  the- 
hiftory  of  his  misfortunes,  they  bore 
every  thing  with  good-humour. 

To  tliele  days  of  meeting,  his 
friends'  and  neighbours  he  added 
another*- which  could  not  be  pofi- 
tively  fixed,  but  happened  generally 
once  in  three  weeks  or  a  month  - 
and  that  was  a  club  dinner  at  his 
countryman  O’Doherty ’s,  who  kept 
Le  Ifni  Rouge  in  that  town.  On 
tliele  days  there  was  a  large  round 
of  ox  beef  brought  over  ready  failed, 
from  Leadenhall  market  by  one 
of  the  Boulogne  pacquets,  and  thia 
was  lerved  up  boiled  entirely  in  the. 
Englith  tafte.  To  this  was  added, 
two  courfes  in  the  French  ftylej  and 
for  this  dinner,  with  as  much  bur¬ 
gundy,  champagne,  and  other  li¬ 
quors,  as  the  company  could  drink, 
(iuch  was  the  cheapnefs  of  living  in 
France  thirty  years  ago),  the  reck¬ 
oning  amounted  to  no  more  than 
fix  livres  per  head. 

At  thele  meetings  his  lordfhip  al¬ 
ways  prefided,  aud  was  particularly 
convivial  :  he  enquired  with  oblig¬ 
ing  attention  after  the  healths  of  the- 
perfons  prelent  and  th^ir  families  ; 
gave  his  eye  and  ear  to  every  body 
around  him ;  told  his  ffories  very 
pleafantly ;  and  generally  finilhed 
the  evening  in  an  oblivion  of  all  his 
former  cares  and  misfortunes. 

In  this  fimple  uniform  life,  his 
lordfhip  palled  the  remainder  of  his 
days  —very  vigorous  both  in  body 
and.  mind  to  the  laft.  He  died, 
after  a  few  days  illnefs,  at  his  cha¬ 
teau,  about  the  year  1770,  in  tip*. 
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84th  year  of  his  age,  leaving  two 
fons,  who  were  Very  iittle  better 
provided  for  than  having  commif- 
lions  in  the  army.  Jp 

Lord  Cloncartie  was  in  his  perfon 
about  the  middle  fize ;  ftout  made, 
long-vilaged,  pock-marked,  and,  un¬ 
til  he  foftened  in  the  civilities  of 
converl'ation,  had  rather  an  auftere 
haughty  look.  Though  not  very 
highly  educated,  he  had  a  ftrong  ob- 
ferving  mind,  loved  the  pleafures  of 
the  table,  and  contributed  very  con- 
ftderably  to  them  himfelf  by  his 
wit  and  humour. 

In  the  early  parts  of  life,  he  was 
a  viliting  member  of  the  famous 
Saturday  club,  eftablifhed  by  lord 
Oxford  in  queen  Anne’s  reign,  con- 
lifting  of  moft  of  the  leading  tories 
of  that  time,  and  which  'Swift  lb 
much  celebrates  in  his  Journal, 
Letters,  &c. 

About  this  time  he  contracted  an 
acquaintance  with  the  Duke  of 
Wharton,  fo  celebrated  for  his  wit 
and  profligacy;  and  in  one  of  their 
nocturnal  debaucheries,  having  giv¬ 
en  the  lie  direct  to  the  duke  on  l’ome 
trifling  conteft,  the  latter  threw  a 
bottle  of  claret  at  him,  which  took 

'  y 

away  the  fight  of  one  eye  for  ever. 
His  lordlhip  always  owned  the  juf- 
tice  of  this  punilhment,  and  uled  to 
tell  many  anecdotes  of  the  duke 
which  confirmed  the  character  polte- 
rity  at  prefent  entertain  of  him. 

The  earl  was  likewife  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  Swift,  and  he  always  coin¬ 
cided  with  lord  Orrery  in  thinking 
the  dean  was  not  wholly  entrufted 
with  the  fecrets  of  Oxford’s  miniftry. 
The  Saturday  club,  he  laid,  as  it 
appeared  to  him,  was  merely  con- 
vivial  and  literary,  and  when  poli¬ 
tics  were  introduced,  they  were  no 
more  than  the  reports,  or  the  pub- 
liftied  news  of  the  day.  lie  ackuow* 
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ledged  tlie  minifters  paid  great  court 
to  Swift,  as  Like  wife  did  moll  of  the 
club ;  and  no  man  feemed  more 
pleafed  with  flattery,  let  the  dofe  he 
ever  fo  ftrong  uud  plentiful. 

The  duke  of  Ormond  was  another 
of  his  contemporary  friends,  of  whom 
he  always  lpoke  as  a  nobleman  of 
the  highell:  honour  and  integrity, 
and  with  whom  he  correfpunded  till 
the.  duke’s  death,  which  happened 
at  Avignon  about  the-'year  1743. 

He  dil’credited  the  afliertions  of 
Swift  and  Bolingbroke,  “  that  queen 
Anne’s  lall  miniftry  had  no  thoughts 
of  bringing  in  the  pretender,  in  bar 
to  the  Hanoverian  fucceflion  :  ”  he 
laid,  he  knew  to  the  contrary,  and 
that  the  firlt  of  the  quarrel  between 
Oxford  and  Bolingbroke  was  upon 
that  head — the  latter  wanting  to 
pulh  that  matter  forward  with  ex¬ 
pedition,  and  the  other  wavering 
between  the  danger  and  the  im- 
pradicabihty  of  it.  Had  the  queen 
lived  a  little  longer,  he  believed 
Bolingbroke  would  have  attempted 
it  alone,  though  not  with  probable 
fuccels.  He  always  lpoke  on  this 
point  with  warmth,  and  in  fuch 
terms  as  were  not  lb  pleafant  for  a 
Britilh  lubjebt  to  hear. 

He  uled  to  lament  the  fate  of 
General  Lally,  and  reprobated  the 
miniftry  of  Louis  the  fifteenth  for 
their  intrigues  in  that  bulinels  with 
great  acrimony.  Lally  and  he  had 
been  early  acquainted,  and  when 
the  lornier  cam6  from  his  command 
in  India,  he  vilited  his  old  friend  the 
earl  at  Boulogne,  in  his  route  to 
Paris.  The  earl  received  him  with 
great  hofpitality,  and  kept  him  three 
days  for  the  purpofe  of  perfuading 
him  to  return  to  England,  in  order 
to  fave  himlelf  from  the  machi-  . 
nations  of  his  enemies.  Lally,  how¬ 
ever,  was  pbfitive,  and  would  go  on-; 

he 
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he  relied  on  his  fervices  and  inte¬ 
grity,  and  could  not  bear  the  impu¬ 
tation  of  guilt,  which  would  attach 
to1  him  by  his  refidence  in  England. 

Their  malice/’  faid  he,  u  can  but 
“■  eafhier  me  at  the  worft.” 

When  the  carriage  was  ordered 
cm  the  fourth  day  in  order  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  his  journey,  the  earl  follow¬ 
ed  him  to  the  door  of  it,  and  again 
renewed  his  entreaties  not  to  go  on  ; 
Ire  even  brought  out  a  bottle  of  bur¬ 
gundy,  which  they  drank  together 
at  the  fide  of  the  carriage,  to  pro¬ 
long  the  time,  in  the  hope  of  fome 
moment  of  conviviality  producing  a 
favourable  effect— but  in  vain  ;  at 
laft  they  lhook  hands  and  parted,, 
with  a  promife  from  Tally  of  again 
vbftting  him  in  the  courfe  of  the  en- 
foing  lummer..  To  this  the  earl 
lhook  his  head,  and  in  his  ftrong 
energetic  mariner  exclaimed,  “  Ne- 
w  ver,.  my  friend ;  you  and  I  are 
44  doomed  never  to  meet  again,  but 

in  another  world.” 

Thb  event  juftified  the  earl’s  pre¬ 
diction.  On  his  arrival  in  Paris, 
Lully  was  inltantly  made  a  prisoner, 
and  committed  to  the  baftile.,  Tire 
main  charge  urged  againft  him  was 
the  lofs  of  Pondicherry,  Leyrit,  the 
late  governor,  having  a  (Ter  ted  that 
Tally  had  fcized  on  all  the  revenues 
of  that  city  for  Iris  own  ufe  ;  and  in 
this  accnfation  he  feemed  to  be  jus¬ 
tified  by  the  immenfe  wealth  a  mailed 
by  the  general.  On  the  other  hand, 
Tally  retorted;  the  accufation  by 
faying,  the  fortreTs  was  loft  by  the 
want  of  provilions  alone. 

In  ihort.  a  mutual  profecution  was 
begun  on  either  fide,  which  was 
managed  by  the  a  bled  lawyers  in 
France,  and  'continued  for  three 
years.  The  accufations  of  either 
party  wer  e-  equally  firong,  and  near¬ 
ly  equally  well  atfcelted.  One  cir- 


cumftance,  however,  feemed  to  turn 
the  balance  againft  Lally,  which 
was,  that  Leyrit,  the  governor  oi 
Pondicherry,  died  extremely  poor, 
wliilft  Lally,  outlie  other  hand,  was 
known  to  be  extremely  rich. 

The  eonclufion  of  this  long  trial 
was,  that  Lally  was  fentenced  to  be 
beheaded,  his  effects  confifcated,  and; 
three  hundred  thoufand  livres  of  his. 
eftate  to  be  diftributed  amongft  the 
buffering  inhabitants  of  Pondicherry. 
The  fentence  was  accordingly  exeJ 
cuted,  'and  the  unfortunate  general 
was  not  allowed  even  the  conlblatiod 
of  declaring'  his  innocence  at  the 
place  of  execution,  being  brought  tc, 
the  fcaffold  gagged  and  bound.  He 
fuffered  at  midnight,  by  the  light  oi 
torches,  in  17 66. 

The  earl  had  feveral  manufcripf, 
pieces  of  poetry  written  by  his  old 
friend  the  duke  of  Wharton,  which 
the  writer  of  this  account  has  often 
feen,  confifting  of  fongs  and  epi¬ 
grams  :  the  former  would  have  beer 
very  creditable  to  his  talents  but  for 
the  loofenefs  and  obfcenity  with 
which  they  were  interlarded;  the 
latter  were  not  equal  to  the  general' 
character  for  wit  and  bon  mot  which 
that  unfortunate  nobleman  pofiefied; 
They  had  more  reflection  than  point/ 
and  were  befide  too  long,  critically, 
to  come  under  that  definition. 

He  always  fpoke  of  Sarah  duchefi. 
of  Marlborough  (his  aunt),  with 
great  ref  pent,  and  profeffed  his  obli¬ 
gations  to  her  both  for  the  fhare  flit 
had  in  her  protection  of  him  anc 
education.  He  laid,  the  duke  ol- 
Marlborough  owed  much  to  her  ir 
keeping  up  his  influence  with  the 
queen,  which  now  and  then  tottered, 
from  the  mitigation  of  his  enemief 
and  his  own  ambitious  projects.  He 
however  totally  difliked  her  politics 
— fhe  was  a  whig-* and  the  earl  from 

principle. 
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principle,  as  well  as  the  bias  which, 
his  misfortunes  gave  him,  was  a 
rank  ton /,  or,  in  the  language  of  that  • 
«lay,  a. Jacobite. 

He  was  allied  to  the  Lcinlter  fa¬ 
mily,  and  tried  to  call  the  father  of 
the  , p relent  duke,  when  only  earl  of 
Kildare,  his  coulin;  byt  no  fooner 
did  he  hear  of  his  being  created  a 
duke,  than  he  renounced  the  relation¬ 
ship  with  great  contempt:  “  He 
41  could  not  bear,  he  faid,  that  a  man 
4i  who  fprung  from  a  long  line  of 
“  illuftrious  kings,  and  he  himfelf 
u  the  22d  earl  ot  Kildare  bv  lineal 
41  defcent,  fhould  accept  a  dukedom 
44  from  *****. 

We  have  before  obferved  his  par¬ 
tiality  to  the  Engliili  in  preference  to 
the  French — he  admired  the  former 
for  their  plainnels  and  fmcerity,  as 
he  reprobated  the  latter  for  their 
duplicity  and  fervility  :  he  ufed  fre¬ 
quently  to  fay,  that  one  reafon  for 
his  leaving  the  court  of  Versailles, 
and  living  in  fuch  an  obfcure  town 
as  Boulogne,  was,  that  he  could  not 
trail  any  body  about  the  court  to  tell 
him  di redly  or  truly  what  o’clock 
it  was, 

u  Amongft  fifty  Englifhmen,”  he 
obferved,  (i  there  were  fifty  different 
“  charaders  in  refped  to  tempers, 
■“  taftes,  and  difpofitions ;  but  amongft 
4‘  fifty  Frenchmen,  one  could  repre- 
M  fent  the  whole.” 

His  difengaged  evenings  were  ge¬ 
nerally  fpent  at  O ’Doherty’s  hotel, 
where  he  feleded  one  or  two  of  the 
townfmen  to  drink  a  bottle  with 
him.  In  thefe  lounges  he  was  fond 
•ot  home  butt ,  on  whom  he  could  let 
oft  his  wit  and  larcafms — and  Mon- 
iieur  Jacques  (a  partner  of  O’Do¬ 
herty ’s,  and  a  fhrewd  humourous 
fellow)  always  undertook  this  eha- 
rader  with  great  readinefs:  the 
earl  loved  his  bottle  as  well  as  his 
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joke,  and  as  the  latter  generally  eit' 
couraged  a  repetition  of  the  former, 
Monlieur  Jacques,  at  a  certain  hour 
of  the  night,  did  not  lofe  light  of  hi* 
knowledge  of  multiplication  in  the’ 
reckoning.  This  the  earl  know 
very  well,  though  he  blinked  at  it, 
arid  lometimes  ufed  to  fay,  u  Well, 
u  Jacques,  though  I  joke  upon  your 
“  head ,  you’re  even  with  me,  for  you 
“ /core  upon  mine  moft  damnably.” 

This  nobleman’s  original  eihites 
in  Ireland  were,  upon  a  looi'e  calcu¬ 
lation,  twenty  years  ago,  fuppofed 
to  be  worth  150,000!.  per  year,  and 
perhaps  now,  what  from  the  rife  of 
lands,  and ‘the  cultivation  they  have 
undergone  by  the  iuduftry  of  fo  ma¬ 
ny  different  families,  may  be  worth 
200,oool. ;  vvhilft  his  two  Tons,  if 
living,  have  perhaps  little  more  than 
their  commiffions  in  the  French 
fervice  to  lupport  them. 

“  What’s  property,  dear  Swift?  you  fee  it 
“  alter  < 

From  me  to  you,  from  you  to  Peter 
“  Walter.” 


Life  of  James  Ufher,  author  of 
“  Clio,  or  a  Dijcourfe  on  Tajh  f 
$c. 

{From  the  «  Table  Talk  ”  of  the 
European  Magazine.] 

IT  is  too  often  the  fate  of  genius, 
that  when  it  comes  unattended  by- 
thole  fecondary  qualities  which  ge¬ 
nerally  introduce  it  to  the  world,  it 
advances  flowly  to  maturity,  and 
fometimes,  like  the  flower  to*  which 
it  has  been  beautifully  compared  by 
Gray,  “  waftes  its  lweetneis  on  the 
“  defart  air.” 

Of  this  laft  defeription  was  the 
objed  of  this  page.  Though  the 
author  of  fo  elegant  a  compofition 

as 
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as  Clio,  and  many  others  of  equal 
character;  though  well  educated, 
and  endued  with  morals  and  man¬ 
ners  illaftrative  of  that  education; 
his  whole  life  was  little  better  than 
a  fc ramble  for  the  fupport  “  of  the 
«  day  that  was  patting  over  him  ;  ” 
his  death  obfcure;  and  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  his  talents  principally  de¬ 
pending  on  the  memory  ot  thofe  few 
of  his  contemporaries  whom  Pro¬ 
vidence  has  permitted  to  furvive 
him. 

James  Uflier  was,  the  fon  of  a 
gentleman  farmer  in  the  county  of 
Dublin,  where  he  was  born  about 
the  year  1720.  He  was  defcended 
from  James  Uflier,  archbithop  of 
Armagh  in  Ireland,  a  prelate  no  lefs 
diftmguiflied  for  his  piety  and  other 
virtues  than  for  his  great  abilities 
and  profound  erudition.  With  him 
he  had  likewise  the  honour  to  claim 
a  defcent  from  James  Stanihurft,  elq. 
thrice  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  of  Ireland,  recorder  ot  the  city 
of  Dublin,  and  one  of  the  mafters  in 
chancery  ;  and  whofe  name  is  ftill 
t  endered  more  memorable  for  having 
had  the  honour  of  firft  moving  queen 
Elizabeth  to  found  a  college  and 
univerfity,  then  in  the  vicinity  of 
Dublin  :  which  being  finilhed  in  the 
year  1593,  James  Uther,  atterwards 
archbithop  of  Armagh,  was  one  of 
the  firft  three  itlidents  who  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  and  his  name  ftands  to  this 
day  in  the  firft  line  of  the  roll. 

Mr.  U flier  received  a  good  claffical 
education,  yet  being  bred  to  no  par¬ 
ticular  bufinefs  or  profeflion,  he, 
after  the  example  of  his  father, 
commenced  gentleman  farmer  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  his  family.  He 
continued  in  this  line  for  fome  years, 
but,  as  it  has  been  too  uniformly 
experienced  through  life,  the  gen¬ 
tleman  mult  be  feparated  from  th« 


fanner  to  make  agriculture  profit¬ 
able.  Mr.  Uflier  added  another 
proof  of  their  incompatibility.  In 
fliort,  finding  he  could  not  iucreed 
in  this  bufinefs,  he  ftopt  in  time, 
fold  oft'  his  farm,  flock,  &c.  &c. 
and  fettled  as  a  linen  draper  in 
Dublin. 

In  the  coorfe  of  this  bufinefs,  Mr. 
Uflier  made  feveral  trips  to  Briftol, 
and  exerted  himfelf  with  no  incon- 
fiderable  diligence  and  induftry  to 
maintain  himlelf  and  a  growing  fa¬ 
mily  ;  but  the  love  of  Jeience ,  and 
the  coni’equences  which  generally 
flow  from  that  attention,  are  infen- 
fible  drawbacks  to  the  arts  of  mo¬ 
ney-making.  The  one  improves  the 
mind  in  the  higher  contemplation 
of  thinking  and  a&ing — the  other 
principally  goes  to  the  improvement 
of  the  purl'e — not  by  the  fubhmer 
precepts  of  philofophy — but  by  the 
practices  of  the  lefs  lettered  part  of 
mankind,  whofe  example  teaches 
them  the  more  fuccefsful  arts  of 
rivalfliip,  quicknefs,  finetfe,  difiimu- 
lation,  (economy,  &c.  &c. 

Uflier,  not  trained  in  this  latter 
fchool,  and  perhaps  too  much  drawn 
oft’  by  the  love  of  books,  which  was 
his  favourite  purfuit,  fucceeded  as 
little  in  the  character  of  a  linen-* 
draper  as  he  did  in  that  of  a  gentle¬ 
man  farmer.  His  wife  dying  about 
this  time,  deranged  fos  affairs  ftill 
more;  fo  that,  finding  himfelf  a 
widower  with  a  family  ot  four 
children  (three  boys  and  a  girl), 
and  but  little  pr#lpe<ft  of  providing 
for  them  in  any  line  of  bufinefs,  he 
took  orders  in  the  church  ol  Rome, 
fent  his  fons  for  education  to  the 
college  of  Lombard  in  Paris,  his 
daughter  to  a  monaftel'y  (where  flie 
loon  after  died),  and  came  himfelf 
to  London,  the  better  to  provide 
for  his  children,  whfch  was  very 

laudably 
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laudably  the  great  object  of  his 
life. 

Whilft  he  was  calling  about  what 
■method  he  fhould  adopt  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  ids  little  income,  and 
the  education  of  his  children,  Mr. 
Molloy,  an  Irifh  gentleman,  who 
had  formerly  figured  away  as  a  po¬ 
litical  writer  again#  Sir  Robert 
AValpole,  died,  and  left  him  a  legacy 
•of  three  hundred  pounds.  With  this 
money  Mr.  Ufher  thought  of  fetting. 
up  a  fchool,  as  the  moft  likely  way 
of  providing  for  his  ions;  and  with 
this  view  he  communicated  his  in¬ 
tentions  to  Mr.  John  Walker,  the 
ingenious' author  of  the  Pronouncing 
Dictionary,  and  many  other  approv¬ 
ed  works  on  the  coiiftrudion  and 
elegance  of  the  Engliih  language. 
Mr.  Walker  not  only  met  Mr. 
Ufhep’s  ideas,  but  joined  him  as  a 
■partner  in  thy  buiinefs,  and  they 
|  opened  a  fchool  under  this  firm  at 
Keniington  gravelpits. 

Mr.  Ufhor’s  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Walker  commenced  during  the 
former’s  excurlions  from  Dublin  to 
Briitol,  which  latter  place  Mr. 
Walker's  bufmefs  led  him  to  vifit 
occafionaliy.  __  Their  acquaintance 
foon  grew  into  a  friendlhip,  which, 
as  it  had, virtue  for  its  bufis,  con¬ 
tinued  unbroken  and  undiminifhed 
to  the  dofe  of  Mr.  Ufher’s  life.  Mr. 
Malker  is  flill  living,  and  in  good 
health,  with  that  reputation  as  a 
man,  &  teacher,  and  an  author,  which 
is  equally  creditable  to  hi-s  morals 
and  his  talents. 

The  fchool  thefe  gentlemen  were 
■embarked  in,  did  hot  altogether 
anfvver  Mr.  Walker’s,  purpofes. 
Whether  the  profits  were  too  little 
to  divide,  or  whether  he  thought  he 
could  do  better  as  a  private  teacher, 
it  is  difficult  to  fay— but  Mr.  Walk¬ 
er,  after  trying  it  for  fome  time, 
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quitted  the  connection,  -am?  com¬ 
menced  a  private  teacher,  which  he 
has  very  fuccefsfuliy  continued  to 
the  prefent  time.  They  parted, 
however,  with  the  fame  cordiality 
they  commenced,  and  the  civilities 
and  friendfliips  of  life  were  mutually 
continued. 

Mr.  Ufher  being  now  foie  m-after 
of  the  fchool,  he  cultivated  it  with 
diligence  and  ability  v  and,  we,  be¬ 
lieve,  with  tolerable  fuccefs,  for 
about  four  years  ;  when  he  died  of 
a  confumption,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two,  in  the  year  1 77^2. 

“  The  life  that  paffe.s  in  penury 
“  muft  neceffiarily  pafs  in  ob'fcmitv,* 
fays  Dr.  Johnlon,  of  Fenton  the 
poet,  who,  like  Ufher,  at  one  time 
kept  a  fchool,  and  who,  in  many 
other  cireumftances,  bore  ft  roust 
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refemblances :  it  is,  therefore,  to 
his  writings  that  Ufher  owes  his 
being  noticed  in  this  place;  and,  to 
do  him  j ufl ice,  they  were  fuch  as 
were  equally  creditable  to  his  heart 
an  d  u  n  der  ft  and  i  ng. 

Iiis  firft  publication  was  a  (mall 
pamphlet  called  u  A  New  Syftem  of 
“  Philolbpby/’  in  which  he  cenfures 
Locke,  as  leaning  too  much  towards 
naturalifm,  a  doClrine  which  he  coji- 
fidered  as  the  bane  of  every  thins 
fublime,  elegant,  and  noble.  lie 
next  wrote  forne  letters  in  the 
Public  1  ,edger  (a  paper  at  that  time 
diftinguilhed  for  the  morals  of  its 
con’efpondents),  figned  “  A  Free 
Thinker,"  in  which  he  thews  the' 
inconliltency  and  impolicy  of  the 
perfections  £t  that  time  ^oiim  on 
again#  the  Roman  catholics. 

His  next  publication  was  entitled 
“  Clio,  or  a  Difeourfe  on  Tafte,  ad*» 
“  dreffied  to  a  young  lady,"  wherein 
he  endeavours  to  prove,  that  there 
is  in  feveral  refpeCts  an  universal 
ftandard  of  tafte  in  the  foul  of  man, 

which, 
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which,  though  it  may  be  depraved 
or  corrupted  by  education  and  habit, 
can  never  be  totally  eradicated. 

lie  proceeds  to  prove  this,  by  our 
liniverial  tafte  for  truth,  gratitude, 
generofity,  liberty,  &c.  &e.  and 
concludes  tliis  part  of  his  aflertion 
by  laying,  “  that  if  opinion  were 
44  the  real  ftandard  of  fentiment,  the 
“  nature  of  ore  animal  could  not  be 
44  more  noble  than  that  of  any  other ; 
“  yet  it  is  certain,  that  if  there  w-as 
“  in  the  world  hut  one  man  of  inte- 
44  grity,  generofity,  gratitude,  and  a 
“  great  foul,  and  all  the  reft  of  raan- 
“  kind  confided  of  people  who  had 
44  no  fenle  of  the  dignity  of  truth 
44  and  a  noble  difpofttion,  this  tingle 
“  perlbn  would  be  of  more  worth 

than  the  whole  race  of  man  be- 
“  fide./’  , 

To  this  very  ingenious  efiay, 
which  is  touched  with  elegance  and 
obfervafion,  though,  perhaps,  with 
too  much  refinement,  lie  afterwards, 
added  “  An  Introduction  to  the 
“  'Theory  of  the  Human  Mind.” 
This  little  treatife  is  written  with 
zeal  and  ability,  and  is  meant  as  a 
refutation  againft  thofe  deifts  who 
attack  revealed  religion  under  an 
apparent  appeal  to  pliilolophy,  but, 
by  the  occasional  fhifting  of  princi¬ 
ples  and  fyftems,  and  a  dexterous  ufe 
of  equivocal  language,  draw  the  dis¬ 
pute  into  a  kind  of  labyrinth,  in 
which  the  retreats  are  endlels,  and 
the  vkftory  always  incomplete. 

“This  obfervation (fays  Mr.  U flier 
<£  in  his  preface)  made  me  with  that 
“  the  principles  of  philofopliy  that 
“  enter  into  the  difpute  were  more 
“  clear,  limited,  and  decifive.  It 
“  feemed  reafonable  in'  me  to  con- 
“  elude,  that  true  religion  cannot  be 
“  incouliftent  with  true  pliilolophy 
“  — that  if  men  be  obliged  to  any 
“  duties  in  a  ftate  of  nature  fuch 


44  dudes  are  the  indubitable  laws  of 
“  God,  and  they  cannot  differ  elfen- 
“  tia.il y  from  the  duties  the  Deity  is 
“  plealed  to  require  of  us  by  revela- 
“  tion.  Hence  1  imagined,  that  the 
“  plan  of  the  mind  of  man,  if  atten- 
“  tively  mhferved,  and  faithfully  de* 
44  lineated,  .mutt  give  light  into  the 
44  intention  and  end  of  his  creation; 
44  at  feaft,  the  eager  defire  of  each 
“  party  (chriitians  and  deifts)  to  re- 
“  ooncile  phijofophy  to  their  own 
“  religious ,  opinions,  demonftrates 
44  the  fecret  fenle  mankind  have  of 
44  the  neceility  that  true  philofopliy 
44  lhould  witnels  for  religion.” 

44  Full  of  thefe  reflections,  I  fet 
44  out  on  an  inquiry  into  the  nature 
44  of  the  human  mind,  with  a  view, 
44  if  poilible,  to  difeover  feme  traces 
44  of  duty  and  natural  religion,  and 
“  to  try  if  any  principles  may  be 
44  folidly  eftablifhed  in  public  view, 
44  which  may  prove  deciftve  in  the 
44  difpute  between  chrillians  and 
44  deifts.” 

But  the  work  that  he  valued  moll, 
and  which  he  laboured  through  the 
beft  part  of  his  life  to  bring  to  per¬ 
fection,  was  44  A  Treatife  on  the, 
44  Inftinfts,  Paftions,  and  Affections 
44  of  Man,”— This  work  he  unfor¬ 
tunately  loft,  and  having  no  copy,  it, 
was  loft  to  the  world.  How  far  it 
might  have  anfwered  the  author's 
expectations,  it  is  impoltible  now  to 
fay;  but  if  we  may  judge  from  others 
of  his  publications,  which  took  up 
Iefs  of  his  time  and  obfervation,  it  is 
but  fair  to  conclude  its  fate  was  a 
difappointment  to  the  literary  world. 
He  hirnfelf  felt  this  ftroke  moft 
poignantly  :  he  talked  of  it,  as  of 
the  iol’s  of  a  favourite  child  ;  nor  ever 
forgot  to  feel  it  as  one  of  the  greateft 
difappointnaents  of  his  life. 

Let  not  the  buj'y  world  too  readily 
look  upon  this  kind  of  difappoint- 

jnent 
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iiient  as  too  trifling  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  human  heart. — An 
author's  fame  is  his  fortune,  and  fu- 
perior  to  his  fortune  ;  and  when  that 
is  fought  after  with  much  pains  and 
inquiry,  with  advantages  which  can¬ 
not  he  recovered,  and  with  the  ho- 
n eft  and  noble  purpole  of  improving 
his  fellow-creatures,  the  lots  is  im¬ 
portant,  hot  only  as  it  deprives  him 
of  his  fair  fame,  but  of  the  opportu¬ 
nity  that  he  has  milled  of  being  fer- 
viceable  to  mankind. 

Mr.  Ullier  in  his  llature  was  be¬ 
low  the  middle  fize,  naturally  thin 
and  of  a  confumptive  habit,  adifeafe 
of  which  he  died,  and  which  he  often 
laid  he  caught  from  his  wife,  who 
fell  a  facrifice  to  the  fame  diforder. 
His  afpeft  was  rather  mean,  and  his 
manners  not  of  the  highly-educated 
Call;  but  a  natural  politenefs  fup- 
plied  this  deficiency;  for  lie  had  an 
elegance  of  ex  predion  which  always 
befpoke  him  a  man  of  an  uncom¬ 
monly  refined  turn  of  thinking. 
JIad  lie  pofleUed  the  advantages  of 
a  more  liberal  education,  and  an 
early  and  conftant  refidence  in  the- 
capital,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
he  would  have  been  an  acquifition 
to  polite  literature  ;•  for  though  his 
fancy  was  brilliant  and  poetical,  his 
teafoning  was  very  acute,  having  a 
penetrating  mind,  which  feized  an 
argument  like  a  logician  who  was  ru- 
perior  to  the  trammels  of  his  art. 

He  was  originally  bred  a  Pro  te¬ 
nant,  but  became  very  early  a  con¬ 
vert  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  of 
which  he  was  always  a  zealous  and 
fmcere  defender,-  and  in  which  he 
died. 


Life  of  Edward  Kelly,  the  ojirolo- 

ger. 

V® Ld  XXXVIIL 


[ From  the  u  II  for y  and  Antiquities, 
of  the  City  and  Suburbs  of  IVor- 
cefer ."  13y  Valentine  Green.] 

4 

Edward  Kell y  w as b o r n  a !  Wo r- 
cefler,  and  bred  to  the  bufmefs  of  an 
apothecary,  about  the  year  1555. 
He  is  fometimes  called  Talbot.  He 
was  fo  good  a  proficient  in  chemi- 
ffry,-  that  he  felt  himlelf  qualified 
1'ufliciently  to  take  an  adive  (hare 
in  the  profitable  application  of  that 
knowledge  which  pretenders  of  in¬ 
ferior  ability  to  himfelf,  were  daily 
turning  to  good  account.  Npthmg 
defpainng  therefore,  hrs  fkill,  joined 
to  a  competent  intrepidity  of  face, 
loon  put  him  at  the  head  of  the  bra¬ 
zen  philofophy  of  the  fix  teen  ill  cen¬ 
tury.  He  pretended  to'  have  the 
grand  elixir,  (or  phitofopher's  ftone) 
which  Lilly,  in  his  life,  tells  us  be 
made,  or  at  leaf!  received  ready 
made,  .from  a  friar  in  Germany  ; 
whether  he  travelled  with  Dr.  Dee,  1 
as  his  chief  feer,  or  fkyror,  as  he 
calls  him.  They  accompanied 
Alefki,  palatine  of  Poland,  when  he 
left  England,  and  were  entertained 
by  him.  From  Poland  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Prague,  where  the  empe¬ 
ror  Rodolph  received  and  entertain¬ 
ed  them  ;  to  whom  they  (hewed,  as' 
they  had  alfeadv  done  to  prince 
Alefki,  the  wonderful  ftone,  and  dif- 
cloied  its  furp nzing  properties  to 
him.  Kell}r  received  the  honour  of* 
knighthood  from  the  emperor,  and 
has  thence  been  recognized  by  Mr. 

A  lh  mole  as  fir  Edward  Kelly. 
Fucell,  a  learned  Florentine,  and 
prince  Rofenberg,  of  German  ,  the 
emperor's  viceroy  in  Bohemia,  were 
long  of  the  fociety  with  him  and 
Dr.  Dee,  and  often  prefent  at  their 
apparitions,  as  was  once  the  king  of 
Poland  himfelf.  But  Lilly  obferves, 
he  was  fo  wicked,  that  the  angels 
D  would 
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would  not  appear  to  him  willingly, 
nor  be  obedient  to  him.  He  offered 
to  raife  up  devils  before  Alefki,  June 
19,  1581.  His  fpirits  told  him, 
1584,  he  fhould  die  a  violent  death. 
Weever  allows  him  to  have  been  a 
chemift ;  that  he  loft  bis  ears  at 
Larteafter,  and  railed  a  dead  body  in 
that  county  by  necromancy;  that 
queen  Elizabeth  tent  for  him  out  of 
Germany,  but  climbing  over  a  wall 
at  Prague,  where  it  is  reported  he 
was  imprisoned  for  a  chemical  cheat 
put  upon  the  emperor,  he  broke  his 
legs,  and  bruifed  himfelf  fo  that  he 
died;  this  happened  in  1587.  What 
an  age  of  phrlofophical  acumen  was 
this  for  the  fare  attic  wit  of  a  Ben 
'' Johnfon  to  hold  up  to  everlafting  ri¬ 
dicule!  What  an  object  for  the  la¬ 
cerating  thongs  of  Butler’s  fatiric 
fcourge  to  lay  bare  and  whip,  as  a 
carted  knave  through  herds  of  polled 
fools,  princes  who  would  be  philo- 
fophers,  (andof  fo  hopeful  a  fet)  ;  phi- 
lolbphers who  would  be  princes;  and 
the 'multitude,  who  could  neither  be 
philofophers  nor  princes,  all,  allcru- 
faders  in  this  glorious  purfuit !  Nor 
could  even  the  fugacious  penetration 
of  the  enthroned  Elizabeth  whol¬ 
ly  fhelter  her  from  being  infe&ed 
with  the  idolatry  of  this  Ifraelitifh 
credulity,  or  refeue  royal  fapience 
from  the  fufpicion  of  being  a  fecret 
worthipper  of  this  golden  calf!  But, 
peace  to  their  manes  !  to  exult  over 
a  fallen  foe,  however  formidable,  or 
however  contemptible  he  might  have 
been,  is  not  for  liberal  minds  to  in¬ 
dulge  in  ;  but  to  hold  the  authors 
and  abettors  of  public  impofture  to 
-  detection  and  fcorn,  belongs  to  the 
duties  of  a  good  citizen.  Strict  po¬ 
etical  juftice  having  been  executed 
on  this  caitiff' by  the  Alchymift  and 
Hudibras,  there  remains  but  a  laft 
duty  for  liiftory  to  difcharge  towards 


this  very  eccentric  character,  and 
which,  indeed,  relates  rather  to  the 
inftrument  or  primum  mobile ,  of  his 
juggling  fyftem,  than  to  himfell;  as, 
according  to  our  latirift,  whofe  au¬ 
thority  few  will,  at  this  time,  dis¬ 
pute. 

“  Kelly  did  all  his  Teat?  upon 
“  The  devil’s  lookmg-gUfs,  a  ftone  ; 

“  tVherc  playing  with  him  at  bo-peep, 

“  lie  iuivffl  all  problems  ne’er  to  deep.” 

Hudib.  Cant.  in.  1.  C3i. 

The  natural  hiftory  of  this  ftone., 
in  which  its  fpecies,  qualities,  and 
quantities  have  been  deduced,  with 
learned  illuftration  and  critical  ana- 
lyfis  fufficient  to  have  fettled  the  re¬ 
putation  of  the  corner-ttone  of  the. 
univerfe,  or  the  better  known  Pitt 
diamond,  (had  either  been  queftion- 
ed)  is  thus  reported  in  Dr.  Nath’s 
notes  on  the  above  quoted  text,  in 
his  new  and  fplendid  edition  ot  But¬ 
ler’s  1 1  udibras.  “  This  ftone,  which 
is  large,  round,  and  very  tranfpa- 
u  rent,  appears  to  be  a  volcanic  pro- 
“  dudtion,  of  the  fpecies  vulgarly  cal- 
4<  led  the  black  Iceland  agate,  which 
“  is  a  perfectly  vitrified  lava ;  and,  ac- 
u  cording  to  Bergman’s  anal y us,  con-  : 
“  tains,  of  ftlicious  earth,  fixty-iune 
“  parts  id  an  hundred,  argillaceous, 
u  twenty-two  parts,  and  mai  tial, 1 
u  nine.  This  ftone  it  was  that  Dee 
told  the  emperor  the  angels  of  God 
“  had  brought  to  him,  and  which  was 
“  of  that  value,  that  no  kingdom 
“  was  of  that  worthinefs  as  to  be 
a  compared  to  the  virtue  or  dig— 
u  nity  thereof.  This  it  was  that 
u  he  fays  he  the  wed  to  queen  Eliza-' 
“  both,  and  to  whom  he  alfo  explain- 
“  ed  its  wonderful  properties.  T his, 
“  in  line,  was  that  mirror,  through 
“  which  all  the  great,  and  wile. 
“  of  that  all-great  and  all- wife  age 
u  peeped  into  futurity,  and  law  their 
“  fate  approaching !  before  which  the 

“  whole! 
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“  whole  world  hood  abound  and  a- 
“  ghaft,  fo  thoroughly  and  univer- 
“  hilly  had  it  ‘  confounded  the  fa- 
“  culties  of  eyes  and  ears’”  !-— Plain 
matter  ol  tact  hittory  has  only  thus 
much  1  o  add  to  this  edifying  fubject. 
This  hone  is  now  in  the'poffeffion  of 
the  very  learned  and  venerable  earl 
ot  Orford,  at  Strawberry-hill.  Its 
authenticity  and  identity  cannot  be 
doubted,  as  its  defcent  is  much  more 
clearly  proved  than  that  of  Aga¬ 
memnon’s  fceptre*  Jt  was  fpecified 
in  the  catalogue  of  the  earl  of  Pe¬ 
terborough,  at  Drayton  ;  thence  it 
came  to  lady  Betty  Germain ; 
who  gave  it  to  the  duke  of  Arg)le; 
whofe  fon,  lord  Frederick  Camp¬ 
bell,  prefented  it  to  lord  Orford. 


Some  account  of  Margaret  Finch, 

the  queen  of  the  gipfies  ;  and  like- 

wife  of  the  Gipfies. 

[From  the  Environs  of  London.  Yol. 

IV.  Bp  the  Rev.  D.  Lyfons.] 

“  Margaret  Finch,  buried  Ocho- 
“  her  24,  1740.”  This- remarkable 
perlon  lived  to  the  age  of  109  years. 
She  was  one  of  the  people  called 
Gipfies,  and  had  the  title  of  their 
Queen.  After  travelling  over  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  during  the 
greater  part  of  a  century,  the  fettled 
at  Norwood  ;  whither  her  great  age, 
and  the  fame  of  her  fortune  tellings 
attracted  numerous  vifitors.  From 
a  habit  of  fitting  on  the  ground,  with 
her  chin  retting  on  her  knees,  the 
tinews  at  length  became  fo  contract¬ 
ed  that  die  could  not  rife  from  that 
pofture  ;  after  her  death  they  were 
obliged  to  inclofe  her  body  in  a  deep 
fquare  box.  Her  funeral  was  at¬ 
tended  by  two  mourning  coaches  ;  a 
fermou  was  preached  upon  the  occa- 


fion,  and  a  great  concourfe  of  people 
attended  the  ceremony.  There  is 
an  engraved  portrait  of  Margaret 
Finch,  from  a  drawing  made  in 
1739-  Her  picture  hill  adorns  the 
fign-poft  ol  a  houfe  ot  public  enter¬ 
tainment  in  Norwood,  called  the 
Gipfy-houfe.  hi  an  adjoining  cot¬ 
tage  lives  an  old  woman,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  queen  Margaret,  who 
inherits  her  title.  She  is  niece  of 
queen  Bridget,  who  was  buried  at 
Dulwich  in  1768.  Her  rank  feems 
to  be  merely  titular ;  I  do  not  find 
the  gipfies  pay  her  any  particular 
refpedt ;  or  that  the  differs  in  any 
other  reipedt  than  that  of  being  a 
houteholder,from  the  rehof  the  tribe. 
A  tew  leading  fadts  relating  to  this 
extraordinary  race  of  people,  who 
are  fcattered  over  moh  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  Afia,  and  America,  will,  it  is 
prefumed  not  be  unacceptable  in  this 
place  to  my  readers.  The  gipfies 
are  called,  in  moh  parts  of  the  con¬ 
tinent,  Cingari  or  Zingari ;  the  Spa¬ 
niards  call  them  Gitanos.  It  is  not 
certain  when  they  firh  appeared  in 
Europe;  but  mention  is  made  of  them 
in  Hungary  and  Germany,  fo  early 
as  the  year  1417*  Within  ten  years 
afterwards,  we  hear  of  them  in 
France,  Switzerland,  and  Italy.  The 
date  ot  their  arrival  in  England  is 
more  uncertain  ;  it  is  1110ft  probable 
that  it  was  not  till  nearly  a  century 
afterwards.  In  the  year  1530,  they 
are  thus  fpoken  of  in  the  penal  fta- 
tutes :  “  Forafmuch  as  before  this 
“  time,  divers  and  many  outlandifh 
“  people  calling  themfelves  Egyp- 
“  tians,  ufing  no  craft  nor  feat  of 
“  merchandize,  have  come  into  this 
“  realm,  and  gone  from  (hire  to  th ire, 

“  and  place  to  place,  in  great  com- 
“  pany,  and  ufed  fubtle  and  crafty 
“  means  to  deceive  the  people,  bear- 
“  ing  them  in  hand  that  they,  by 
D  2  4<  palmihry, 
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jvJmiftry,  could  tell  men’s  and 
wY'  lien's  for-tune ;  and  to  many 
.nnes,  by  craft  and  fubtilty,  have 
deceived  the  people  of  their  mo- 


<c 


ney 


and  alfo  have  committed 


“  manv  heinous  felonies  and  robbe- 


<l  nes,  to  the  great  hurt  and  deceit 


«< 


of  the  people  they  have  come 


various  foreign  countries,  nearly  on6 
half  of  their  words  are  precifelv 
thofe  of  Hindoflan;  and  l’carcely 
any  variation  is  to  be  found  in  vo¬ 
cabularies  procured  from  the  gi p- 
fies  in  Turkey,  Hungary,  Germany, 
and  thofe  in  England.  Their  man¬ 
ners,  for  the  moft  part,  coincide,  as 


“  among,” 


&c.  This  is  the  preamble  well  as  their  language,  in  every  quar¬ 
to  an  Act,,  by  which  the  giplies  were  ter  of  the  globe  where  they  are  found; 
ordered  to  quit  the  realm  under  being  the  fame  idle,  wandering  let  of 
heavy  penalties.  Two  fubfequent  beings,  and  feldom  profefTing  any 
a£ts,  palled  in  >555  and  1563,  ofteniible  mode  of  livelihood,  except 
made  it  death  for  them  do  remain  telling  fortunes,  T  heir  religion  is 
in  the  kingdom;  and  it  remains  on  always  that  of  the  country  in  which 
record,  that  thirteen  of  them  were  they  refide  ;  and  though  they  are  no 
executed  under  thefe  adts,  at  the  great  frequenters  either  of  mofques 
affizes  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  a  or  churches,  they  generally  conform 
few  years  before  the  reftoration.  It  to  rites  and  ceremonies  as  they 


was  not  till  about  the  year  1783, 
that  they  were  repealed.  The  gip- 
fies  were  expelled  France  in  1560, 


and  Spain  in  1591,  but  it  does  not 


u 


appear  that  they  have  been  extirpat¬ 
ed  in  any  country.  Their  collective 
numbers  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  have  been  calculated  at  7  or 
800,000.  They  are  moft  numerous 
in  Alia,  and  in  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe.  Various  have  been  the 
opinions  relating  to  their 


<c 


find  them-  eftablillved.  Upon  the 
whole,  we  may  certainly,  as  Grell- 
man  lays,  “  regard  the  giplies  as  a 
phenomenon  in  Europe ;  for  the 
fpace  of  between  three  and  four 
“  hundred  years  they  have  gone 
wandering  about  like  pilgrims  and 
fi  rangers,  yet  neither  time  nor 
“  example  has  made  in  them  any 
“  alteration ;  they  remain  ever, 
“  and  every  where,  what  their  fa- 


U 


u 


That  they 


origin. 


u 


thers  were ;  Africa  makes-  them 


from  Egypt,  has  no  blacker,  nor  does  Europe  make 

“  them  whiter.” 


came  trom 

been  the  moft  prevalent:  this  opi¬ 
nion  (which,  lias  procured  them  the 
name  of  giplies,  and  in  Spain,  that 
of  Gitanos)  arofe  from  fome  of  the 
the,  full  who  arrived  in  Europe  pre¬ 
tending  that  they  came  from  that 

country;  which  they  did,  perhaps,  [From  Letters  from  Scandavinia,  ou 


Slate  of  Society  and  improvement 
in  liujfia.  * 


to  heighten  their  reputation  for  drill  the  pajl  and  prefent  fate  of  the 
in  paimiffry  and  the  occult  fciences.  Northern  Nations  of  Europe.] 
it  is  uow,  I  believe,  pretty  generally  . 

agreed,  that  they  came  originally  3  OUGHT  to  except  the  prefent 
from  Hindoltan,  fince  their  language  empreff  from  any  (have  in  the  cen- 
fo  far  coincides  with  the  Hindolta-  fare  which  I  think  due  to  the  lbve- 


nic,  that  even  now,  after  a  lapfe  of 
more  than  three  centuries,  during 
which  they  have  been  difperfed  in 


reigns  of  HuOia,  for  having  neglcCtecbj 
the  mats  of  the  people,  in  their  en¬ 
deavours  to  civilize  their  empire 

Sin: 
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She  has  bellowed  her  chief  atten-  of  his  occupation,  a  large  portion  of 
tion  on  the  lower  orders  of  her  fab-  what  he  can  earn  b y  them  goes  to 
je&s.  The  inltru&ion  of  the  higher  the  ufe  of  his  mailer.  If  he  has  a 
claffes  had  already  been  fuffieiently  wife  and  children,  thefe  alio  are  but 
provided  lor.  But  it  remained  for  partially  his  own :  his  matter  may 
her  to  procure  the  means  of  im~  command  their  ley  vices  whenever, 
provement  for  thofe  who  had  neither  and  in  whatever  manner,  he  pleafes. 
money  nor  leifure  to  attend  the  He  is  hardly  permitted  to  ftir  from 
Seminaries  which  had  formerly  been  Ids  hut  without  his  mailer’s  leave, 
inftiiuted.  Accordingly  the  has  e-  nor  can  he  earn  a  tingle  morfel  of 
Habliflted  -a  number  ol  Ichools,  in  bread  without  his  permiffion.  If 
various  parts  of  her  dominions,  at  Ins  children  are  to  be  taught  any 
which  the  children  of  the  lower  trade,  it  is  the  mailer  who  orders 
cj  ili'es  are  inllrudled  in  the  elemen-  what  that  trade  flia.ll  be,  and  who  is 
tary  parts  of  knowdedge  fuited  to  to  be  the  teacher :  if  they  are  to  go 
their  llation.  to  fchool,  the  mailer  lends  and  re- 

Many  circumllances,  however,  moves  them  at  his  pleafure:  and  if 
make  it  probable  that,  with  all  the  they  with  to  marry,  they  mull  do  it 
fupport  government  can  bellow,  the  agreeably  to  his  commands.  In  a 
progress  of  knowledge  will  not  word,  a  Ruffian  peal  ant  depends  on 
ipeedily  become  extenlive  in  Ruffia.  his  mailer  for  every  thing.  lie 
The  Hate  of  the  country  is  highly  cannot,  it  is  true,  be  fen t  out  of  the 
unfavourable  to  its  general  diffufioii.  world  without  the  forms  of  law  ; 
The  llavery  in  which  the  peafants  but,  by  the  negative  which  every 
are  held  checks  the  fpirit  of  im-  mailer  poffefies  againll  the  marriage 
provement  in  that  numerous  body  of  his  people,  he  may ’be  prevented 
ol  men.  A  man  who  can  gain  no-  from  coming  into  it;  and  when  once 
thing  by  becoming  wider  than  big  he  has  got  in,  his  life  may  be  made 
fellows,  will  hardly  be  tempted  to  as  burdenfome  as  tyranny  and  ca- 
take  much  trouble  in  acquiring  hi-  price  can  delire, 
perfluous  accomplifhments,  or  in  be-  It  is  to  be  expected  that  a  po\ver 
flowing  them  on  his  children.  A  thus  fhamelully  unlimited  wilPfce 
Ruffian  peafant  has  nothing  that  often  as  lhamefully  abufed.  Accord- 
can  Simulate  him  to  the  purfuit  of  ingly  the  dominion  of  the  nobles 
knowledge.  He  fees  himfelf  fixed  over  their  Haves  is  leal!  pernicious 
to  a  particular  fpot,  from  which  he  when  it  is  leafi  active— when  it 
can  have  no  hope  of  removing  ;  and  leaves  the  peal'ant  to  vegetate  in 
lurrounded  with  beings  ignorant  and  hopelefs  indolence.  If  it  is  exerted 
brutilh  like  himfelf.  His  indudry,  to  infpire  him  with  in.dull.ry,  it  con- 
if  he  has  any,  is  ftriftly  and  perma-  fiders  him  merely  as  a  machine 
nently  appropriated.  So  m  a  fry -days  which  does  mote  work  according  as 
in  the  week:,  .and  lb  many  hours  in  it  is  impelled  with  a  greater  force  ; 
the  day,  he  -knows  he  mull  labour  or  as  a  beall  of  burden,  which  is 
for  his  nuafter :  and,  be  his  own  ne-  forced  to  exerf  its  flrength  by  the 
-ceffities  what  they  may,  be  is  fenli-  fpur  and  the  whip.  The  improva¬ 
ble  that  this  portion  of  his  time  mull  ment  of  the  minus  of  the  peafants 
not  be  encroached  upon.  Ifhepof-  is  a  project  which  has  not  yet  en- 
|cfs  liorfes  or  cows  or  inftruments  tered  into  the  plan  of  the  Ruffian 
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landholders;  it  is  a  project  that 
would  be  generally  confidered  by 
them  as  chimerical,  if  not  pernicious. 
The  villainous  policy  of  dei'potifm 
has  commonly  laboured  to  degrade 
thofe  whom  it  would  govern;  and 
to  guard,  with  the  molt  jealous  cir- 
cumfpedion,  every  approach  through 
which  light  may  break  in  on  thofe 
whom  it  dooms  to  bondage  and 
darknefs.  In  confequence  of  this 
odious  fyftem,  the  peafants  are  train¬ 
ed  to  confider  themlelves  as  beings 
of  an  inferior  nature ;  as  mere  in- 

*  ftruments  in  the  hand  of  their  matter, 

<  * 

who  ought  to  have  no  will  but  what 
he  didates,  no  induftry  but  what  he 
infpires,  no  emulation  but  what  he 
excites. — I  will  not  indeed  fav,  that 
this  is  the  univerfal  character  of  the 
Ruffian  peafantry  (for  the  peafants 
of  a  few  noblemen,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  the  crown,  are  fortunately  an  ex¬ 
ception)  :  but  I  may  fay,  with  truth, 
that  this  character  is  very  gene¬ 
ral  through  this  miferable  race  of 
beings. 

The  great  body  of  the  peafantry 
being  thus  completely  Unit  out  from 
the  paths  of  knowledge,  not  only  is 
the  general  progrefs  of  improvement 
retarded,  but  the  chance  of  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  individual  talents  is  atfo 
extremely  nan  owed,  in  every  coun¬ 
try,  the  number  of  men  of  genius 
who  arife  to  refine  the  public  tafte, 
$nd  improve  the  national  character, 
will  be  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  thofe  who  have  the  means  of 
knowledge  in  their  power;  together 
with  the  profped  of  extending  their 
reputation,  and  improving  their  for¬ 
tune  by  their  acquirements.  In 
Ruffia  this  number  is  extremely 
fmall.  Hence  Ruffia  has  produced 
very  few  men  of  diftinguifhed  abili¬ 
ties  in  any  line.  Her  moft  cele¬ 
brated  academicians  have  all  been 
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foreigners.  She  has  produced  hif- 
torians  and  poets  and  painters  ;  but 
their  works  will  not  bear  a  compa- 
rifon  with  the  firft  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  mofl  other  nations  in  Europe 
can  boaft. 

It  would  feem  that,  in  the  pro¬ 
grefs  of  fcience,  the  acquiring  of  ajull 
conception  ot  the  proper  objed  of 
literature  is  not  one  of  the  firft  at¬ 
tainments  of  the  learned.  Great 
literary  labour,  and  that  too  fuftained 
by  confiderable  talents,  has  been 
wafted,  by  lome  individuals  in  this 
country,  on  fubjeds  of  lingular  in¬ 
utility. 

A  Ruffian  biffiop  has  fpent  a  great 
part  of  his  life  -  in  tranflating  the 
rEneid  into  Greek  verfe.  Had  he 
tranflated  it  into  Ruffian  verfe,  his 
country  would  have  been  indebted 
to  him  :  but  little  praiie,  furely,  is 
due  to  the  efforts  which  aim  only  at 
ereding  a  monument  to  oftentation. 
You  will  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  find 
in  the  prefent  age,  another  country 
in  Europe,  where  induftry  could 
have  been  fo  ftrangely  mil'applied. 
The  labours  of  this  learned  prelate 
ought,  in  juftice  to  the  fruitlefthefs 
of  their  objed,  to  be  c  failed  with  the 
manufadtures  of  thole  poetical  artifts 
who  worked  their  verfes  into  the 
figure  of  hearts,  and  wings,  and 

O  7  0  7 

altars,  and  many  other  ingenious 
devices. 

It  may  be  made  a  general  obfer- 
vation,  that  the  few  natives  of  Ruf¬ 
fia  who  have  devoted  their  lives  to 
ftudy  have  attained  only  the  praife 
which  is  due  to  the  middle  dais  of 
the  learned  :  they  have  by  no  means 
equalled  thole  who  Hand  ill  the 
.  higheft  ranks  of  literature. 

If  the  condition  of  the  peafants  be 
fo  highly  unfavourable  to.  the  pro¬ 
grefs  of  improvement,  the  fituation 
and  charader  of  the  clergy  are  equal* 
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ly  unfriendly  to  it.  A  fmall  number 
of  tiie  fuperior  clergy  may  be  found, 
eminent  among  the  Ruffians  for 
learning  and  virtue  ;  but,  with  this 
abatement,  the  order  confifts  of  men 
either  ignorant,  or  profligate,  or 
both  the  one  and  the  other. 

A  great  proportion  of  the  regular 
clergy  confifts  of  the  lowed  of  the 
free  people,  who  have  taken  fanc- 
tuary  from  the  bqfinefs  of  their 
ftations  in  the  torpor  of  the  mona- 
fteries. 


Character  of  the  Turks. 

[From  Travels  in  the  year  1 792, 
through  France ,  Turkey,  and  11  an¬ 
gary,  to  Vienna.  By  William 
Hunter,  Ef quire.] 

"WITH  the  origin  of  the  Turksyou 
are  already  well  acquainted  ;  and  it 
would  he  fuperfluous,  whilft  I  am 
addrefling  myfelf  to  you,  to  enume¬ 
rate  the  various  caufes  which  com¬ 
bined  to  rfender  them  not  only  a  re- 
fpeftable  but  a  formidable  nation. — 
But  that  vigour  and  perfevering  ac¬ 
tivity  which,  at  the  beginningof  their 
hiftory,  (hone  forth  fo  coiilpicuoufly, 
and  which  at  one  time,  were  tear¬ 
ing  up  every  obftrudion  which  check¬ 
ed  the  progrefs  of  their  arms,  have, 
long  lince,  totally  difappeared. — At 
prefent,  they  are  an  enervated,  a  fu- 
perftitious,  an  ignorant,  and  a  tlug- 
gifli  people  ;  the  declared  enemy  of 
the  arts  and  fciences ;  and  the  firm 
oppoler  of  every  ufeful  inftitution, 
Too  itupid  to  comprehend,  or  too 
proud  to  learn,  or  too  infatuated  to 
be  convinced,  although  they  are  fur- 
rounded  on  almoft  every  fide  by  civi¬ 
lized  and  enlightened  nations,  their 
attachment  to  opinions  which  are 
founded  111  folly,  and  upheld  by  pre¬ 
judice,  does  not  dimimih. 

When  we  confide r  what  &  long  peri¬ 
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od  of  time  has  elapfed,  lince  the  light 
of  reafon  firft  began  to  difpel  the  thick 
cloud  of  ignorance  which  darkened 
the  face  of  Europe,  and,  by  degrees, 
to  roufe,  to  inform,  to  refine,  and  to 
illumine  the  underftandingof  m<m,we 
^re  ahoniUiee!  that  this  people  (liould 
have  remained  fiationary,  and,  in 
lpite  of  the  influence  of  example, 
thould  ftill  be  guided  by  an  unlhaken 
adherence  to  their  former  notions  and 
errors. 

Whilft  we  are  making  the  remark, 
we  feel  inclined  to  inveitigate  the 
caufe  whence  fuch  a  blind,  deep- 
rooted  veneration  originates.  Is  it 
oecafioned  by  the  natural  dilpofition 
of  the  people?  Surely  not. — Does  it 
thpn  ante  from  the  vices  of  a  govern¬ 
ment,  which  is  peculiarly  framed  to 
deaden  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  and 
to  eradicate  the  feelings  of  the  heart  ? 
Much  may,  no  doubt,  be  attributed 
to  its  influence;  yet  that  wonderful 
degree  of  mental  apathy  and  bodily 
indolence,  which  they  have  gradu¬ 
ally  allowed  to  overwhelm  them,  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  be  principally  derived 
from  a  ftill  more  potent  1'oyrce. — It 
is  the  ridiculous  do&nnes  of  their 
religion  (engrafted  in  a  moment  of 
enthufiafm,  and  cultivated  and 
ftrengthened  by  the  impofing  arts  of 
fucceeding  ages)  which,  though  firft 
uled  as  an  inftrurnent  to  excite,  have 
been  lince  employed  as  an  engine  to 
ertuh  the  reftlefs  propenfity  ot  man. 

The  firm  belief  of  predeftination, 
which  is  a  principal  article  ot  faith, 
and  one  of  the  inditpenlable  duties  of 
a  Mutfulman,  is,  perhaps,  the  mod 
powerful  political  machine,  which 
l’tupidity  ever  fubrnitted  to,  or  craft 
ever  deviled.  Whether  obedience  is 
to  be  infured,  or  t'edition  promoted, 
it  is  equally  calculated  to  impote  on 
the  credulity  of  the  multitude;  and 
to  the  prevalence  of  this  abfurd  te- 
D  4  net, 
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net,  many  of  the  revolutions,  which 
have  happened  at  Conllantmople, 
may  be  traced. 

A  lurk  regards  every  occurrence 
of  his  life  with  the  fame  torpid  in¬ 
difference;  and  being  fully  perfuad- 
ed,  that  no  exertion  or  prudence  can 
prolong  his  happinels,  or  avert  his 
deftiudipn,  it  very  frequently  hap¬ 
pens,  that  neither  the  profpedl  of  fe- 
curifey,  nor  the  approach  of  danger, 
can  animate  his  perceptions,  or  a- 
waken  him  from  his  lethargy.— 

'  Grave  and  uncommunicative,  rather 
from  habit  than  from  nature,’  as  if 
the  pleafures  of  fociety  were  totally 
eftVunged  from  his  bread,  he  trifles 
awa)  his  life  in  the  liftleffnefe  of  in¬ 
dolence  a*sd  inactivity';  and,  as  if  en¬ 
tirely  feparated  from  the  concerns  of 
the  world,  and  uninteiefled  in  the 
welfare  of  his  fpec  es,  f  e  fcarcely 
fidhls  one  duty  which  can  ender  him 
Serviceable  to  his  fellow-creatures.  — 
If  he  reads  the  Koran  a  fpecified 
number  of  times-  prays  at  hated 
hours,  Cither  ;  r  home  or  at  molque, 
five  times  a  day ;  and  conforms  to  a 
few  of  the  pohtive  ordinances  of  his 
Prophet;  he  imagines  that  he  has 
elite harmed  every  thing  which  is 
either  requdite  or  important,  and 
that,  as  a  recompenfe  for  fuch  exact 
and  ic  upulous  obedience,  he  has  fe- 
cmed,  in  a  future  hate,  the  endlefs 
and  >  luptuous  enjoyments  of  his 
ideal  pmadife. 

Super ttition,  which  is  the  mother 
of  the  h ranged  abfurcjities  and  eon- 
trad.  Shuns,  notw.tfi  (landing  the  fata- 
lilm  of  the  Turks,  difpofes  them  to 
ce'ebrate  ecliples  with  extraordinary 
fqffmmty.  If  one,  happens  to  occur 
during  the  night,  they  are  roufed 
front  their  (lumbers  by  the  cries  of 
the  Muezzins ;  and,  on  hearing  the 
iummons,  they  mhantly  rile;  repair 
to  their  mofques *  and,  by  vows  and 


fupplications,  endeavour  to  avert  the 
menaces  of  fuch  an  alarming  omen. 
How  eafily  might  thefe  ftupid  fears 
be  removed  by  a  little  knowledge  in 
afffononiy!  But  superftitiqn  and  ig- 
norance  muff  ever  no  hand  m  hand. 

Their  religion  is  fupported  at  an 
immenfe  expence.  Its  minifters,  of 
whom  the  mufti  is  the  head,  are  in¬ 
numerable  ;  and  the  revenues  of 
fome  of  the  royal  mofques  amount  to 
the  almofl  incredible  fum  of  .£60,000 
flerling.  The  mufti  is  appointed  by 
the  grand  feignior.  He  is  a  love- 
reign  pontiff,  expounder  of  the  law 
of  Mahomet,  and  fupreme  director 
of  all  religious  concerns.  He  is  re¬ 
garded  as  the  oracle  of  fandtity  arid 
wiidom ;  and  having  an  ex  ten  live 
authority,  both  over  the  a&ions  and 
eoniciences  of  men,  his  office  is  one 
of  the  moft  dignified  and  lucrative  ip 
the  empire. 

The  Turks  are  very  proud,  widely, 
is  one  great  caufe  of  their  gravity 
and  their  taciturnity.  Laughter  and 
familiar  converfation  are,  in  their 
ideas,  derogatory  from  dignity.  They 
affect  to  hold  in  thorough  contempt , 
the  Greeks,  the  Jews-,  the  Armeni¬ 
ans,  and  the  Franks,  whom  they 
abul'e  in  the  flreets,  calling  them  in-  , 
fidels  and  chriffian  dogs.  The  Greeks 
are  oppreffed  by  them  in  numberlefs 
ways;  and  as  for  the  poor  Jews,  they 
are  the  objects  of  fuch  complete  ob¬ 
loquy  and  fcorn,  that  they  are  buf¬ 
feted,  and  plucked  their  beards, 
wherever  they  are  met.  In  iome 
few  refpeds,  however,  the  Turks  are 
well-meaning,  hofpitable,  and  chari¬ 
table.  {'lie  bellowing  of  alms,  is 
one  of  the  principal  duties  of  their 
religion,  and  there  are  various  mfti- 
tutions,  in  different  parts  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  for  the  relief  of  poor  Mufful- 
men  ;  for  the  erection  and  mainten¬ 
ance  of  hafts  or  mns  for  the  accom- 

pioduUop  ' 
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fcientious. — But  whiilt  they  are  io 


ynodation  of  indigent  travellers ;  and 
for  enabling  the  needy  to  perform 
their  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  Medina, 
and  Jerufalem,  which  pious  expedi¬ 
tion  every  believer  in  the  faith  of 
Mahomet  is  bound  to  undertake,  at 
leaft  once  in  the  courfe  of  his  life*. 

They  are  all'o  very  careful  of  their 
domellic  animals.  Of  their  horfes 
they  are  pallionately  fond  ;  and  Inch 
is  their  rel'pect  for  dogs,  that  at  Cotl- 
ftantinople  there  is  a  public  chanty 
for  their  fupport. 

Their  feminaries,  for  the  inti  ruc¬ 
tion  and  enlargement  of  the  human 
underftanding,  are  not  very  nume¬ 
rous.  They  would  ill  accord  with 
the  principles  of  agovernment,  which 
can  only  lait  in  proportion  as  igno¬ 
rance  prevails.  Yet  there  are,  both 
at  Conltantiiiople  and  Brufa,  royal 
colleges,  where  the  l'tudents  are  in- 
ftruded  in  Arabic  and  the  knowledge 
of  the  Koran.  This  is  all  the  fcho- 
lars  are  permitted  to  learn,  and  all 
the  mafters  have  the  wifdom  to 
teach. 

Friday,  among  the  Turks,  is  more 
refpeded  than  any  other  day  in  the 
week,  becaufe  they  believe  it  was  on 
that  day  Mahomet  tied  from  Mecca 
to  Medina. 

In  their  perfons,  independent  of 
their  dreis,  they  are  cleanly,  their 
religion  enjoining  frequent  ablutions; 
and,  for  the  convenience  of  tin?"  pub¬ 
lic,  fountains  are  erected  on  all  the 
principal  roads  of  the  empire.  Thefe 
ablutions  .are,  indeed,  fo  often  re¬ 
peated,  that  the  punctual  ob.ferva.nce 
of  them  mull  be  very  troublefome, 
and,  in  many  inftances,  highly  un- 
pecefiary  and  ,  ridiculous ;  yet  the 
rj’urk§,  111  this  reined,  are  very  con- 


exad  and  pertinacious,  in  attending 
to  the  outward  forms  and  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  their  religion,  its  eilence  and 
fpirit  are,  in  molt  cafes,  negleded; 
and  whilft  they  rigidly  obferve  what 
they  might  with  innocence  omit, 
they  openly  violate  what  it  is' crimi¬ 
nal  to  difobey.  Unfortunately  for 
the  world,  this  reproach  is,  I  fear, 
applicable  to  every  other  country  as 
well  as  Turkey  ;  for  fuch  is  the  follv 
and  fallibility,  or  the  perverfenefs 
and  obduracy  of  human  nature,  that 
the  moft  lac  red  obligations  are  very- 
frequently,  either  openly  infringed, 

or  artfully  evaded,  when  they  are  re- 
*'  .  ^ 

pugnant  to  our  ideas  of  happinels, 
or  inconfiftent  with  our  Views  of 
pleafure,  convenience,  or  pro  hr. 

The  Turks  are  very  fond  of  chefs, 
which  is  a  game  that  correfponds 
with  the  gravity  of  their  tempers. 
An  anecdote  was  not  long  (ince  re¬ 
lated  to  me,  which  proves,  at  once, 
their  partiality  for  this  amufement, 
and  their  indifference  about  matters 
of  much  higher  concern.  An  aga  had 
incurred  the  difpleafure  of  his  fove- 
reign,  and  the  warrant  for  his  exe¬ 
cution  arrived,  whilft  he  was  engaged 
at  chefs.  The  game  was  nearly 
over,  and  he  begged  the  officers,  who 
Were  the  melfengers  of  his  fate,  to 
delay  the  lenience  for  a  few  minutes, 
that  he  might  have  the  fatisfaclion 
of  beating  his  adverfary.  His  re- 
queft  was  granted  ;  and,  when  the 
game  was  finiflied,  he  thanked  them 
for  their  civility  and  condelcenfion ; 
killed  the  order  which  deprived  him 
of  life ;  and  fubmitted,  with  the 
greateft  compolure,  to  the  ftroke  of 
the  executioner. — 


*  The  pilgrims  for  Mecca  let  out  from  Conltantinople  in  a  caravan  in  the  month  of 
May,  and  repair  to  Damalcus,  where  they  join  the  "other  pilgrims  from  Natolia  and  Afia. 
Afterwards  they  unite  with  thole  that  come  from  Perfia*,  and  from  Egypt,  and  other  parts 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.  The  whole  number  commonly  amounts  to  60,000  pilgrims. 
See  Habefci’s  Preleat  State  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  p.  9d. 

With 


I 


I 


42  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796. 


With  regard  to  the  women,  yon 

O  ■' 


mutt  depend  on  the  accounts  of  others, 
as  no  man,  but  he  to  whom  they  be¬ 
long,  is  ever  permitted  to  l’ee  them. 
As,  however,  I  have  mentioned  them, 
j  (hall  beg  leave  to  add,  that  my  ideas 
of  their'  happinefs  are  totally  oppo¬ 
site  to  thofe  of  a  jutlly  celebrated  fe¬ 
male  writer-;  and,  1  think,  that  by 
a  reference  to  the  ftrongefl  principles 
of  our  nature,  the  force  and  propriety 
of  my  opinion  may  be  eatily  efta- 
bl  itlied. 

In  a  country  where  a  plurality  of 
wives  is  authorized  by  law,  and 
where  one  man,  in  addition  to  this  li¬ 
cence,  is  alio  permitted,  without  any 
breach  of  the  morality  which  he  has 
been  taught,  to  immure  in  his  ha- 
ram  f  as  many  female  haves  as  his 
purfe  can  purchafe,  the  lex  mult  in¬ 
fallibly  be  tyrannized  over  and  de¬ 
graded.  It  is  deprived  of  its  natu¬ 
ral  rights.  It  is  denied  its  natural 
protection.  It  is  forbidden  the  chafte 
enjoyments  of  reciprocal  friend  (hip 
and  love.  It  is  robbed  of  its  dignity 
and  its  honour,  which  are  its  -bright- 
eft  attractions.  It  is  compelled  to 
pay  obedience  to  a  wretch  whom  it 
defpifes,  and  whilft  it  defpifes,  to 
fubmit  to  the  gratification  of  his  lufi. 
— Cap  any  thing  be  more  unjuft? 
Can  any  thing  be  more  horrible? — - 
Are  thefe  the  fuggeftions,  the  dic¬ 


tates  of  nature  ? — o !  — They  are  a 
abandoned  perverfion  of  her  pure! 
her  mildeft,  her  molt  valuable  fenti 
meats. — -T 'hey  are  a  fhamelefs,  ir 
fulting  tyranny,  achieved  by  th 


powerful  and  ftrong  over  the  wea 


and  helplefs :  and,  whatever  is  1 
wide,  fo  revolting  a  deviation  fror 
thole  propenfities  and  principle: 
which  nature  has,  with  her  ow 
hand,  in  diltinct  and  indelible  chi; 
rafters,  written  in  our  hearts,  can 
not  pofifibly  be  productive  of  an 
thing  but  hatred,  difcontent,  an 
mifery. 


Life  of  a  Surinam  Planter. 


[ From  a  Narrative  of  a  five  year 
Expedition  againji  the  revoke 
Negroes  o/’ Surinam  in  G  uiana, 
By  Captain  T.  G.  Stedman.] 


A  PLANTER  in  Surinam,  who 
he  lives  on  his  ellate  (which  is  but  ft 
dom,  as  they  moftly  prefer  the  foe 
ety  of  Paramaribo)  gets  out  oi  h 
hammock  with  the  rifing  fun,  vit 
about  fix  o’clock  in  the  morninJ 
when  he  makes  his  appearance  undej 
the  piazza  of  his  houfe,  where  hi 
coffee  is  waiting  for  him,  which  1. 
generally  takes  with  his  pipe  iiiitea 
of  toaft  and  butter ;  and  there  he 


*  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague. 

t  The  haram  is  the  term  given  to  the  apartments  in  which  the  women  are  confine 
They  are  always  in  a  retired  part  of  the  premiles,  and  are  unrounded  and  fecured  1 
Jo  ft  v  walls.  They  are  laid  to  be,  in  general,  fitted  up  with  Tplendour  and  tafte.  lleto 
them,  are  fpacioiis  areas,  which  are  partly  paved  with  marble,  and  decorated  with  rou 
tains,  fhrubberies,  and  parterres  of  flowers.  They  have  large  doors  and  windows,  ai 
are  extremely  well  ventilated.  The  haram  is  fl.net ly  and  vigilantly  guarded  by  eunucl 
and  no  man,  except  the-  mailer,  is  allowed  to  enter.  Locks  anti  bolts  cannot,  howeyi 
confine  the  inftinets  of  nature,  and  the  women,  with  the  aifiitauce  of  the  Jews,  contri' 
to  carry  on  many  intrigues,  particularly  at  the  lea  foil  of  .the  Bairam,  when  they  are  olt< 
permitted  to  go  to  the  public  baths,  and  even  to  walk  about  the  ftrects — 1  have  be( 
fpeaking  all  along  of  the  women  belonging  to  the  rich,  for  the  higher  the  quality  oi  tl 
perfun,  the  clofer  the  confinement.  The  women  oi  ihopkeepers  and  people  ot  that  d 
i'eription  are  not  watched  by  eunuchs,  and  go  to  the  public  bulbs  three  or  four  tunes 
werh.  The  mailer  of  the  houfe  could  not  afford  the  expence  of  fueh  an  attendance, 
of  baths  at  home. 

attend* 
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attended  by  half  a  dozen  of  the  fined 
young  Haves,  both  male  and  female, 
of  the  plantation,  to  ferve  him.  At 
this  j'anctum,  fanCtorum  he  is  next 
accolted'  by  his  overleer,  who  regu¬ 
larly  attends  him  every  morning  at 
his  levee,  and  having  made  his  bows, 
at  leveral  yards  oh  dance,  with  the 
molt  profound  refpect,  informs  his 
Greatnefs  what  work  was  done  the 
day  before  ;  what  negroes  delerted, 
died,  fell  lick,  recovered,  were  bought 
or  born,  and,  above  all  things,  winch 
of  them  neglected  their  work,  af- 
feded  dcknels,  or  had  been  drunk  or 
abfent,  &c.  &e.  The  prifoners  are 
generally  prelent,  being  fecured  by 
the  negro  drivers,  and  inftantly  tied 
up  to  the  beams  of  the  piazza,  or  a 
tree,  without  fo  much  as  being  heard 
in  their  own  dele  net,  when  the  Hog¬ 
ging  begins  with  the  men,  women, 
or  children,  without  exception.  The 
inftruments  ot  torture  on  tnefe  oc- 
cafions  are  long  hempen  whips,  that 
cut  round  at  every  lafh,  and  crack 
like  piftol  Ihot,  during  which  they  al¬ 
ternately  repeat,  “  Dankee,  Maf- 
“  lera,”  (thank  you,  matter).  In  the. 
mean  time  he  balks  up  and  down 
with  his  overleer,  afi'eding  not  fo 
much  as  to  hear  their  cries,  till  they 
are  diffidently  mangled,  when  they 
are  untied,  and  ordered  to  return  to 
their  work,  without  fo  much  as  being 
areffed. 

This  ceremony  being  over,  the 
drelly  negro  (a  black  lurgeon)  comes 
to  make  his  report,  who  being  dif- 
mifiTed,  with  a  hearty  curie,  for  al¬ 
lowing  any  Haves  to  be  lick  :  next 
makes  her  appearance  a  hi  per  annu¬ 
lled  matron,  with  all  the  young  ne¬ 
gro  children  of  the  eftare,  over  whom 
Hie  is  governefs.  Tbeie  being  clean 
walked  in  the  river,  clap  their  hands, 
ai  d  cheer  in  chorus,  when  they  aie 
hut  away  to  breakfalt,  on  a  large 
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platter  of  rice  and  plantains,  and  the 
levee  ends  with  a  low  bow  from  the 
overfeer,  as  it  began. 

His  worlhip-  now  Haunters  out  in 
his  morning  drefs,  which  confifis  of 
a  pair  of  the  knelt  Holland  trowlers, 
white  filk  dockings,  and  red  or  yel¬ 
low  morocco  flippers;  the  neck  of 
his  111 ir t  open,  and  nothing  over  it, 
a  ioofe  flowing  night  gown,  of  the 
lined  Indian  chintz,  excepted.  On 
his  head  is  a  cotton  night  cap,  as 
thin  as  a  cobweb,  and  over  that  an 
enormous  beaver  hat  that  protects 
his  meagre  vilage  from  the  fun, 
which  is  already  the  colour  ol  ma¬ 
hogany,  while  his  whole  carcafe  iei- 
dom  weighs  above  eight  or  ten  done, 
being  generally  exhaulted  by  the  cli¬ 
mate  and  diflipation. 

Having  loitered  about  his  eft  ate; 
or  fometimes  ridden  on  horleback 
to  his  fields  to  view  his  Haves,  he  re¬ 
turns  about  eight  o’clock,  when  if  he 
goes  out,  he  dreff’es,  hut  if  not,  re¬ 
mains  juft  as  he  is.  Should  the  in  it 
take  place,  having  only  exchanged 
his  trowlers  for  a  pair  of  thin  linen 
or  filk  breeches,  he  lits  down,  and 
holding  out  one  foot  after  another, 
like  a  horle  going  to  be  (hod,  a  ne¬ 
gro  boy  puts  on  his  dockings  ami 
ihoes,  which  he  alfo  buckles,  while 
another  drefles  his  hair,  his  wig,  or 
fhaves  his  chin,  and  a  third  is  fan¬ 
ning  him  to  keep  off  the  mufquitoes. 
Having  now  fluffed,  he  puts  on  a 
thin  coat  and  waidcoat,  all  white; 
when,  under  an  umbrella,  carried  by 
a  black  boy,  he  is  conducted  to  his 
barge,  which  is  waiting  for  him,  with 
fix  or  eight  oars,  well  provided  with 
fruit,  wine,  water,  and  tobacco,  bv 
his  overfeer,  who  no  foonerhas  feen 
linn  depart,  than  he  refumes  the 
command  with  all  the  indolence  of 
office.  But  fhouJd  this  prince  not 
mean  to  dir  from  his  eltate,  he  goes  to 
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hreakfaft  about  ten  o'  clock,  for  which 
a  table  is  fpreadin  the  large  hall,  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  bacon  ham,  hung  beef, 
fowls,  or  pigeons  boiled  ;  plantains 
©r  fweet  caffavas  roafted ;  bread, 
butter,  cheefe,  &c.  with  which  he 
drinks  ftrong  beer,  and  a  glafs  ol 
Madeira,  Rhenilh,  or  Mofelie  wine, 
while  the  cringing  overfeer  fits  at 
the  farther  end,  keeping  his  proper 
diftanee,  both  being  ferved  by  the 
moil  beautiful  Haves  that  cari  be  fe- 
leded  5  and  this  is  called  breaking 
the  poor  gentleman’s  fall.  Alter 
this  he  takes  a  book,  plays  at  chefs', 
or  billiards,  entertains  himfelf  with 
malic,  &c.  till  the  heat  of  the  day 
forces  him  to  return  to  his  cotton 
hammock,  to  enjoy  his  meridian 
»ap,  which  he  could  no  more  dil- 
penfe  with  than  a  Spaniard  with  his 
fiefta,  and  in  which  he  rocks  to  and 
fro  like  a  performer  on  the  flack 
rope,  till  he  falls  fall  afleep,  without 
either  lid  or  covering,  during  which 
time  he  is  fanned  by  a  couple  of  his 
black  attendants  to  keep  him  cool, 
&c.  &c.  About  three  o’clock  he 
awakes  by  natural  inftindh,  when, 
having  waflred  and  perfumed  hirnfell, 
h«  fits  down  to  dinner,  attended  as 


at  break  fall,  by  his  deputy  governor 
and  fable  pages,  where  nothing  is 
wanting  that  the  world  can  afford  in 
a  weftern  climate,  of  meat,  fowls, 
venifoa,  fiili,  vegetables,  fruit,  &c. 
After  which  a  cup  of  ftrong  coffee, 
and  a  liqueur,  flnilh  the  repaid  At 
fix  o’clock  he  is  again  waited  upon 
by  his  overfeer,  attended  as  in  the 
morning,  by  negro  drivers  and  pri- 
foners,when,  the  flogging  having  once 
more  continued  for  fome  time, and  the 
neceffary  orders  being  given  for  the 
next  day's  work,  the  afiembly  is  did 
milled,  and  the  evening  fpent  with; 
weak  punch,  fangaree,  cards*,  and 
tobacco.  His  worfhip  generally  be« 
gins  to  yawn  about  ten  or  eleven 
o’clock,  when  he  withdraws,  and  is 
undrefled  by  his  footy  pages.  Ke 
then  retires  to  reft,  when  he  paffes: 
the  night  in  the  arms  of  one  or  other 
of  his  lultanas, (for  he  always  keeps 
his  feraglio)  till  about  fix  in  the 
morning,  when  he  again  repairs  tu 
his  piazza  walk,  where  his  pipe  and 
coffee  are  waiting  for  him ;  and 
where,  with  the  riling  fun,  he  begins, 
his  round  of  dilfipation,  like  a  petty, 
monarch,  as  capricious  as  he  is  de« 
fpotic  and  defpicable. 


\ 
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Account  of  the  Derbyshire  Lead 
Aimes. 

[ From  a  Dcfcripticm  of  the  Country 
from  thirty  to  forty  miles  round 
Manehefter.  By  J.  Atkin,  M.  D.] 

LEA  D  mines  in  Derbyshire q,re  of 
great  antiquity,  undoubted  proof 
exifting  that  they  were  worked  'i,n  the 
time  of  the  Romans.  They  may  be 
traced  from  the  Saxon  and  Roman 
asras,down  through  fucceffive.  periods 
to  the  prefent  time.  The  extent  to 
which  the  bufinefs  has  been  carried 
on  at  different  periods,  cannot  with 
certainty  be  determined;  but  the 
produce  of  the.  mines  during  the  lait 
century  has  undoubtedly  been  very 
considerable.  At  prefent,  lead  ore 
is  found  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  Indeed  it  has  been  difco- 
veredin  different  quantities  through¬ 
out  all  the  tradt  of  lime- Stone  land  ; 
but  it  is  met  with  in  the  greatest 
abundance  about  ten  miles  to  the 
north  and  fouth  of  the  river  Wye. 

t  eins  of  lead  ore,  on  account  of 
their  pofition  in  the  earth,  are  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  the  different  names  of 
pipe,  rake ,  and  fat  works.  A  pipe 
work  lies  between  two  meafures  of 
hme-ftone,  regularly  extended  above 
and  below.  It  confilts-  of  Several 
lines  or  branches  running  nearly 
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parallel  to  each  other,  which  have 
a  general  communication  by  means 
of  Slender  threads,  or  leadings,  as 
they  are  called  by  the  miners.  The 
rock  is  Sometimes  pierced  through 
by  thefe  leadings,  which  it  is  thought 
right  to  follow,  as  they  often  con- 
oud  to  a  ire/n  range.  Should  no  ore 
be  found  on  Such  a  purluit,  the 
breadth  of  the  work  is  aicertained  ; 

1  f  t  n  is*  indeterminate,  depend¬ 
ing  much  upon  the  dipping  of  the 
meafures.  If  this  be  great,  it  begin*, 
to  decline,  or  cannot  be  purfued  fur¬ 
ther  on  account  of  water.  The  rake-  .< 
vein  is  found  in  the  chafms  or  clefts 
of  the  lime-ftone,  and,  consequently, 
breaks  through  the  meafures,  and 
links  into  the  earth.  It  Sometimes 
penetrates  a  hundred  and  fifty  or 
two  hundred  yards,  generally  in  a 
banting  direction;  and  it  has  been 
followed  to  the  diftance  of  four  miles 
Rom  the  place  where  it  was  tirii 
discovered.  The  flat- work  refembles 
the  pipe,  but  has  no  leader  or  item 
like  that.  It  Spreads  wider,  and 
Seldom  extends  above  a  hundred 
yards.  It  is  alio  found  near  the 
fnrface,  and  in  the  Solid  rock,  and  is 
very  weak  and  poor,  being  feldom 
thicker  than  a  man’s  finger.  The 
veins  of  lead  ore  are  generally  en- 
clofed  in  a  red,  yellow,  or  black  foil, 
and  are  firmly  connected  with  cank, 
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i’par,  or  fome  other  mireral.  Their 
direction  is  not  uniform.  The  pipes, 
never  penetrating  the  meafures,  fol¬ 
low  the  dip  of  the  country  where 
they  are  found.  The  rakes  run  Hill 
more  varioutly  ;  in  the  High  Peak, 
generally  pointing  ealf  and  well;  in 
the  wapentake  of  Wirkfworth,  north 
and  loath.  Sometimes  two  veins 
cut  each  other  at  right  angles  :  fome- 
times  the  pipe  and  rake  unite  and 
run  together  a  fhort  way,  becoming 
ltronger  and  richer,  It  is  difficult 
to  determine  which  of  thefe  two 
veins  is  moil  common,  or  moft  pro¬ 
ductive  ;  the  pipes,  however,  feem 
generally  moll  valuable.  Veins  are 
difcovered  various  ways;  fometimes 
by  attention  to  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  which  leads  the  experienced 
miner  to  make  a  fearch  by  boring. 
Often  by  accidents  laying  open  fome 
branch  which  rifes  today.  The 
more  the  branches  which  accom¬ 
pany  a  vein,  the  richer  it  is,  and 
when  they  begin  to  diminifh,  it  be¬ 
comes  poorer.  Alfo  for  the  moil 
part,  a  vein  is  impoverilhecl  when  it 
runs  in  luch  a  direction  as  to  receive 
over  it  a  number  of  meafures.  In 
working  mines,  a  principal  point  is 
to  free  them  from  water;  the  moft 
common  and  effectual  way  of  doing 
which  is  to  drive  a  fough  or  level 
from  the  bottom  of  fome  neighbour¬ 
ing,  valley,  as  far  as  the  works  ; 
where  tins  cannot  he  done,  pumps 
mull  be  employed,  which  are  either 
worked  by  a  water  wheel  or  by  a 
fife  engine.  Mines  are  freed  from 
bad  air  by  the  introduction  of  a  pipe 
down  the  fhaf.t  to  the  work,  where 
it  is  extended  along  the  roof  of  the 
gallery.  The  circulation  this  occa- 
iioris  proves  an  effectual  remedy. 
T  here  are  numerous  and  various  re¬ 
gulations  rei peeling  the  rights  of 
miners,  and  the  dues  payable  for 
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the  ore  in  thediffeient  parts  of  tin 
mining  country.  The  principal  trac 
containing  lead  is  called  the  King. 
Field.  iJnder  this  denominatior 
nearly  the  whole  wapentake  0 
W  irkfworth  is  comprifed,'as  well  a< 
part  of  the  High  Peak.  The  mine¬ 
ral  duties  of  the  King's  Field  haw 
been  from  time  immemorial  let  or 
leafe.  The  prefent  farmer  . of  thoil 
on  the  High  Peak  is  the  duke  01 
Devonfhire;  and  of  thofe  in  the  wa¬ 
pentake  of  Whrklworth,  is  Mrs 
Rolles.  They  have  each  a  Hew  arc 
and  bar-mailer  in  the  diftricts  the) 
hold  oi  the  crown.  The  fteward  pi  es 
tides  as  judge  in  the  Barmote courts 
and  with  twenty-four  jurymen  de¬ 
termines,  all  dilputes  refpedting  the 
working  of  mines.  The  courts  are 
held  twice  a  year;  thofe  of  the  Hi  of 
Peak  at  Money-aih,  and  thofe  of  the 
wapentake  at  Wirkfworth.  The 
principal  office  of  the  bar-maffier  is, 
putting  miners  in  the” poffeiiion  oi; 
the  veins  they  have  difcovered,  and 
coll  coring  the  proportion  of  ore  dud 
to  the  leffeei  Where  a  miner  has 
found  a  new  vein  of  ore  in  the  King's 
Field, provided  it  be  not  in  an  orchard 
garden,  or  high-road,  lie  may  obtain! 
an  excluiive  title  to  it  on  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  bar-maffier.  The  method 
of  giving  poiTeffioii  is,  in  the  prefeiica 
of  two  jurymen,  marking  out  in  a' 
pipe  or  rake-work  two  meares  of 
ground,  each  containing  twenty-nine 
yards  ;  and  in  a  flat-work,  fourteen 
yards  fquare.  But  it  a  miner  ne¬ 
glect  to  avail  himfeli  oi  his  diicovery 
beyond  a  limited  time,  he  may  be 
deprived  oi  the  vein  ot  which  he  had 
received  poffieffion,  and  the  bar-maf-l 
ter  may  difpofe'  of  it  to  another  ad¬ 
venturer.  As  to  the  other  part  of 
the  bar-mafter’s  office,  that  of  fu-  1 
perintendiijg.  the  meafimement  of  the 
ore,  and  taking  the  dues  of  the  lelfee 
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or  lord  of  the  manor,  it  is  attended 
with  fome  difficulty,  from  the  variety 
of  claims,  which  differ  greatly  in 
different  places.  In  general,  a  thir¬ 
teenth  of  the  ore  is  the  due  in  the 
King's  Field,  but  a  twenty-fifth  only 
is  taken.  In  mines  that  are  private 
property,  fuch  tolls  are  paid  as  the 
parties  agree  upon.  The  miner  hav¬ 
ing  fatisfied  the  feveral  claims,  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  difpofe  of  his  ore  to  the 
merchant  or  fmelter.  There  are 
four  denominations  of  ore ;  thelargeft 
and  beft  is  called  bing;  the  next  in 
fize  and  almoft  equal  in  quality,  is 
called  pefey ;  the  third  is  fonitlium , 
which  paffes  through  the  fieve  in 
waffling;  the  fourth,  which  is  caught 
by  a  very  flow  ftream  of  water,  and 
is  as  fine  as  flour,  is  ftiled  belland : 
it  is  inferior  to  all  the  reft,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  admixture  of  foreign 
particles.  All  the  ore  as  it  comes 
from  the  mine,  is  beaten  into  pieces 
and  waffled  before  it  is  fold.  This- 
bufinefs  is  performed  by  women, 
who  can  earn  about  fix-pence  per 
day.  Smelting  furnaces  are  of  two 
kinds,  the  hearth  and  the  cupola. 
The  hearth  confifts  of  large  rough 
ftones  placed  fo  as  to  form  an  oblong 
i cavity  about  two  feet  wide  and  deep, 
land  fourteen  long,  into  which  fuel 
land  ore  are  put  in  alternate  layers; 
the  heat  is  raifed  by  means  of  a  large 
;  pair  of  bellows,  worked  by  a  water¬ 
wheel.  The  fuel  is  wood  and  coal. 
The  lead  produced  this  way  is  very 
foft,  pure,  and  ductile,  but  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  metal  remains 
in  the  flags.  Thefe  are  therefore 
fmelted  over  again,  with  a  more  in- 
tenfe  fire  of  coke;  but  the  metal  pro¬ 
duced  is  inferior  in  quality  to  the 
former.  At  prefent,  a  fmall  pro¬ 
portion  of  ore  is  fmelted  this  way, 
only  two  hearth  furnaces  remaining 
in  Derbyffiire.  The  cupola,  intro¬ 


duced  about  fifty  years  fmce,  is  of 
an  oblong  form,  refembling  a  long, 
but  not  very  deep,  cheft,  the  top 
and  bottom  of  which  are  a  little 
concave.  The  fire  being  placed  at 
one  end,  and  a  chimney  at  the  other, 
the  flame  is  drawn  over  the  ore 
placed  at  the  bottom,  and  by  its  re¬ 
verberation  fmelts  it  without  any 
contact  of  the  fuel.  The  lead,  when 
fmelted,  is  poured  into  moulds  of 
various  fizes,  according  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  markets  for  which  it  is  intend¬ 
ed,  Hull,  Bantrv,  or  London.  Two 
of  the  blocks  make  a  pig.  Some  of 
it,  however,  is  firft  rolled  into  fheets 
at  works  erected  for  the  purpofe 
near  the  furnaces.  A  confiderable 
quantity  is  alfo  converted  into  red 
lead.  This  nrocels  is  performed  in 
a  kind  of  oven,  the  floor  of  which  is 
divided  into  three  parts.  The  mid¬ 
dle  of  thefe  contains  the  metal,  and 
the  two  others  the  fire.  The  flame 
being  reverberated  on  the  metal, 
converts  it  into  a  calx  or  powder ; 
which,  upon  being  a  lecond  time  ex- 
pofed  to  the  action  of  the  fire,  ac¬ 
quires  a  red  colour.  Attempts  were 
made  fome  years  ago  to  extract  fi¬ 
ver  from  the  lead,  but  no  luch  work 
now  exifts  in  Derbyfhire.  The  ful- 
phur  driven  off  the  ore  in  fmelting, 
is  collected  at  two  furnaces. 

Idle  annual  produce  of  lead  from 

the  Derbyffiire  mines  is  not  exactly 

alcertained,  but  may  be  eftimated  at 

an  average  of  between  flye  and  fix 

thoufand  tons.  It  is  generally 

.  ^  ^ 

thought  to  be  on  the  decline,  fome 
of  the  rich  eft  mines  being  either  ex- 
haufted,  or  become  more  difficult  to 
work ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  from 
the  improvement  in  the  art  of  fmeit¬ 
ing,  and  the  more  effectual  methods 
employed  to  clear  the  mines  of  wa¬ 
ter  by  new  levels  and  improved  fire- 
engines,  advantages  have  been  gained 

that 
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that  mavj  perhaps,  fupply  the  de¬ 
ficiency. 


JDe/cription  of  the  celebrated  Icelandic 

Hot  Springy  called  the  Geyzer. 

\From  the  Tranfadiions  of  the  Royal 

Society  of  Edinburgh.  Vol.  ill.] 

BY  a  gradual  depofition  of  fub- 
itances  dilfolved  in  its  water,  for  a 
long  fucceflion  of  years,  perhaps 
of  ages,  a  mound  of  confiderable 
height  has  been  formed*  from  which 
the  Geyzer  iffues.  It  rifes  through 
a  perpendicular  and  cylindrical  pipe, 
or  fhaft,  feventy  feet  in  depth,  eight 
feet  and  a  half  in  diameter,  which 
opens  into  a  bafon  or  funnel,  meafur- 
ing  fifty-nine  feet  from  one  edge  of  it 
to  the  other.  The  bafon  is  circular, 
and  the  tides  of  it,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  the  pipe, are  p  oh  died  quite  fmooth 
*>y  the  continual  friction  of  the 
water,  and  they  are  both  formed 
with  fuch  mathematical  truth,  as  to 
appear  conth  uGed  by  art.  The  de¬ 
clivity  of  the  mound  begins  imme¬ 
diately  from  the  borders  of  the  ba- 
fon.  The  incr«udations  are  in  fome 
places  worn  fmooth  by  the  over¬ 
sowing  of  the  water  ;  in  mod,  how¬ 
ever,  they  rife  in  numberlefs  little 
tufts,  which  bear  a  refemblance  to 
the  heads  of  cauliflowers,  except 
that  they  are  rather  more  promi¬ 
nent,  and  are  covered  by  the  falling 
of  the  finer  particles  of  fprav,  with 
a  crydalline  effiorefcenee  fo  delicate 
as  l’carcely  to  bear  the  flighted 
touch.  Unmoleded,  the  effloref- 
cence  gradually  hardens,  and  al¬ 
though  it  lofes  its  hrh  delicacy,  it 
dill  remains  exceedingly  beautiful. 
Thefe  incrudations  are  of  a  light 
brown  colout,  and  extend  a  great 
way,  in  various  directions,  from  the 
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borders  of  the  bafon.  To  the  north¬ 
ward,  they  reach  to  the  didance  of 
'eighty-two  feet;  to  the  ead,  of 
eighty-fix  ;  to  the  fbuth,  of  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighteen  ;  and  ot  a  hundred 
and  twenty-fotfr  to  the  weft.  They 
are  very  hard,  and  do  not  appeaiy 
in  any  part,  decaying  or  mouldering 
into  foil.  When  our  guides  rird  led 
us  to  the  Geyzer,  the  bafon  was  filled 
to  within  a  few  feet  of  its  edge.  The 
water  was  tranfparent  as  crydal  ;  a 
flight  fleam  only  arofe  from  it,  and 
the  furface  was  ruflled  but  by  a  few 
bubbles,  which  now  and  then  came 
from  the  bottom  of  the  pipe.  We 
waited  with  anxiety  for  leveral  mi¬ 
nutes,  expecting  every  indant  fome 
interruption  to  this  tranquillity.  On 
a  hidden,  another  fpring;  immediate¬ 
ly  in  front  of  the  place  on  which  we 
were  handing,  darted  its  waters 
above  an  hundred  feet  into  the  air, 
with  the  velocity  of  an  arrow  ;  and 
the  jets  fucceeding  the  fir  A  irruption 
were  -  dill  higher.  This  was  the 
fpring  already  mentioned  under  the 
name  of  the  new  Geyzer.  While 
gazing  in  filenee  and  wonder  at  this 
unexpected  and  beautiful  dilpiay,  we; 
were  alarmed  by  a  hidden  Ihock  of 
the  ground  under  our  feet,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  hollow  noife,  not  un-  ' 
like  the  diflant  firing  of  cannom 
Another  fhock  foon  followed,  and 
we  obferved  the  water  in  the  bafon 
to  be  much  agitated.  The  Icelan¬ 
ders  haftily  laid  hold  of  us,  and  for¬ 
ced  us  to  retreat  fome  yards.  The’ 
water  in  the  mean  time  boiled  vio¬ 
lently,  and  heaved  as  if  fome  ex- 
panfrve  power  were  labouring  beneath 
its  weight*  and  lbme  of  ;t  was  thrown 
up  a  few  feet  above  the  bafon.  A- 
gain  there  were  two  or  three  brocks 
of  the  gfo'und  and  a  repetition  of  the 
dime  noife.  In  an  indant  the  fur¬ 
rounding  atmofpherc  was  filled  with 
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volumes  of  fteam  rolling  over  each 
other  as  they  afcended,  in  a  manner 
inexpreflibly  beautiful,  and  through 
which  columns  of  water,  (hivering 
into  foam,  darted  in  rapid  fueceftion 
to  heights  which,  at  the  time,  we 
were  little  qualified  to  eftimate.  In¬ 
deed  the  novelty  and  fplendour  of 
iuch  a  fcene  had  affected  our  imagi¬ 
nations  fo  forcibly,  that  we  believed 
the  extreme  height  of  the  jet  to  be 
much  greater  than  it  was  afterwards 
determined  to  be.  In  a  fubfequent 
eruption,  Mr.  Bayne  afcertained,  by 
means  of  a  quadrant,  the  greateft 
elevation  to  which  the  jets  of  water 
were  thrown,  to  be  ninety-fix  feet. 

The  jets  were  made  with  incon¬ 
ceivable  velocity,  and  thofe  which 
efcaped  uninterrupted  terminated  in 
fharp  points,  and  loft  themfelves  in 
the  air.  The  eruption,  changing  its 
form  at  every  inftant,  and  blending 
varioufly  with  the  clouds  of  fteam 
that  furrounded  it,  continued  for  10 
or  12  minutes  ;  the  water  then  fubfid- 
ed  through  the  pipe  and  difappeared. 

The  eruptions  of  the  Geyzer  fuc- 
ceed  each  other  with  l'ome  regularity, 
but  they  are  not  equally  violent  or 
of  equal  duration.  Some  laftcd 
fcarcely  eight  or  ten,  while  others 
continued,  with  unabated  violence, 
fifteen  or  eighteen  minutes.  Be¬ 
tween  the  great  eruptions,  while  the 
pipe  and  bafon  were’filling,  the  wa¬ 
ter  burft  feveral  times  into  the  air 
to  a  confiderable  height.  Thefe 
partial  jets,  however,  feldom  ex¬ 
ceeded  a  minute,  and  fometimes  not 
a  few  feconds,  in  duration. 

On  the  Primaeval  1'orm  of  Europe. 

[From  the  Monthly  Magazine .] 

WHETHER  the  earth’s  motion 


have  a  tendency  progrefiively  to  ga¬ 
ther  the  ocean  about  the  equator,  as 
theorifts  have  maintained — - 

Whether  fome  great  convulfion  of 
nature,  breaking  down  the  fouthern 
mound  of  the  Calpian,  occafioned  a 
vaft  iuafs  of  lea  to  flow  louthward 
along  the  courfe  of  the  Dejleh  and 
the  Forat  (Tigris  and  Euphrates)  de- 
luging  whole  provinces,  and  forming, 
or  deforming,  with  its  alluvion  fand, 
much  of  the  plainy  peninfula  of  Ara¬ 
bia,  as  various  traditional  and  na¬ 
tural  evidence  confpire  to  prove— 

Whether,  by  an  unrelenting  pro- 
cefs,  the  water  on  this  globe  is  gra¬ 
dually  metamorphofed  into  folid  and 
into  atmofpheric  lubltance,  without 
being  reproduced  with  correfponding 
celerity ;  as,  from  experiment,  is 
poftible,  and,  from  obfervation,  high¬ 
ly  probable  — 

Certain  it  is,  that  the  European 
leas,  north  of  forty-five  degrees  la¬ 
titude,  have  greatly  diminifhed  in 
extent. 

Linnaeus  *  obferves  upon  this  fub- 
ject :  “  It  is  evident,  from  ocular  in- 
fpe&ion,'fhat  the  land  increal’es  from 
year  to  year,  and  that  the  bounds  of 
our  continent  are  extended. 

“  We  fee  the  fea-ports  of  Eaft  and 
Weft  Bothnia  every  year  decreafins, 
and  becoming  incapable  of  admitting 
veflels,  by  the  land  and  foil  thrown 
up,  which  are  always  adding  new 
increments  to  the  lliore.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  ports  are  obliged  to 
change  their  feats,  and  fometimes 
remove  a  quarter  of  a  mile  nearer 
to  the  fea;  of  this  we  have  feen  e» 
am  pies  at  Pithea,  Lulea,  and  Hud- 
wickval.  On  the  eaftern  fide  of 
Gothland,  near  Hoburg,  the  increafe 
of  the  continent,  for  the  laft  hundred 
years,  is  diftin&ly  vifible,  being  fron* 


*  Select  Diflertationis  from  the  Amamitates  Academic®,  p.  8?. 
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two  to  three  toifes  annually.  Near 
Siite  and  Kyile,  in  the  fame  country, 
are  enormous  ftones,  which  rudely  re- 
prefent  temples,  giants,  and  cololTal 
ftatues  in  their  magnitude,  yet 
worked  out  of  the  molt  folid  rock, 
by  the  force  of  the  water. 

. j 

“  The  two  very  tall  mountains  of 
Torlburg  and  Hoburg,  in  Gothland, 
are  formed  of  calcareous  rock,  and 
were  marked  and  hollowed  out  by 
the  force  of  the  water,  at  the  fame 
time  that  all  Gothland  lay  immerfed 
in  the  lea,  except  thefe  two  moun¬ 
tains,  which  railed  their  heads  out 
of  the  deep  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
with  a  fimilar  appearance  to  the 
Carolinian  iflands  (Carlfo)  in  their 
p  relent  ft  ate.” 

*  “  Tlie  inhabitants  of  Weft  Both¬ 
nia  have  obferved,  by  marks  upon 
rocks,  that  the  fea  decreafes  every 
ten  years,  live  inches  and  five  or 
lix  lines  perpendicularly,  which 
amounts,  in  an  age,  to  about  four 
feet  and  a  half.  According  to  which 
calculation,  fiooo  years  ago,  the  fea 
was  two  hundred  and  feventy  feet 
deeper  than  it  is  at  this  prefent.” 

Not  only  in  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia, 
but  in  that  of  Finland,  is  the  with- 
drawment  of  the  Baltic  very  fenfible. 
Profeffor  Pallas  obferves:  “As  loon 
sts  from  the  marlhes  of  Ingria,  which 
forms  toward  the  Baltic  a  fort  of 
gulf  of  low  lands,  you  begin  amend¬ 
ing  the  elevated  foil  of  Ruflia,  the 
.  inclination  of  which  forms  what  are 
jailed  the  mountains  of  Valdais, 
indent  traces  of  the  fea  occur  at 
«yery  fiep.  At  firft,  in  a  foil  inter¬ 
fered  with  ravines,  which  has  vifibly 
hide  red  by  an  inundation  of  the  great¬ 
est  violence,  or  rather  by  the  flow- 
foi g-off  of  an  enormous  mafs  of  water : 
fcffey  words,  in  whole  calcareous  bedei, 


which  can  only  refult  from  the  depa- 
fits  of  a  fea  at  reft,  and  which  th# 
fcooping  of  the  rivers  has  laid  bare. 
Firft  occur  llrata  of  depofited  earth, 
mingled  with  blocks  of  granite,  de- 
tached  from  their  original  rock  t 
then  vaft  banks  of  rolled  pebbles  and 
of  gravel,  mingled  with  fragments  o! 
calcareous  ftone,  of  petrifactions, 
broken  or  changed  into  flint,  and 
even  of  bones.  Alike  lubverfionoi 
the  original  ftrata,  and  efpecially  o 
the.  calcareous  beds,  has  been  ob 
ferved  in  the  environs  of  Lake  One¬ 
ga,  where  thofe  mountains  begin  to 
rife  which  join  the  Laplandith  and 
Swedifii  Alps.  Thefe  traces  of  tin; 
fea  may  be  oblerved  in  all  the  land] 
contiguous  to  the  Gulf  of  Finland 
where,  for  the  moft  part,  the  lets  fa- 
lid  ftrata  are  removed  from  the  fun 
face  of  the  ancient  rock  itfelf,  tea 
firm  to  be  affedled.  It  alrnoft  feernj 
fufficient  to  dwell  upon  the  man 
with  an  intelligent  eye,  in  order  t( 
be  convinced  that  the  great  numbe 
of  lakes  between  this  gulf  and  th 
White  Sea — that  the  iflands,  rocks: 
and  broken  coafts  of  thefe  regior 
are  e  Debts  of  a  deluge,  winch  ther 


fought  an  outlet.” — Ada  Acad.  Pe 


tropolitance,  for  1777,7x49.  v.  I. 

“  The  idea  of  the  indefatigabl 
Tournefort,  and  of  the  count  d 
Buffon,  concerning  the  ancient  flat 
of  the  Black  Sea,  and  of  its  comma 
nication  with  the  Cafpian,  is  mor 
and  more  confirmed  by  the  obferva 
tions  of  travellers.  The  phoca 
fome  fifii,  and  fome  fiiells,  which  th 
Cafpian  has  in  common  with  th 
Black  Sea,  render  this  ancient  com 
munication  almoft  indubitable  ;  an 
thefe  very  circumftances  alfo  prov 
that  the  lake  Aral  was  once  'joine 
to  the  Cafpian.  I  have  traced  (i 


*  JL. .  Qel&L  ObC  m  A£t.  Ac  ad,  ficc.Sueciav  1743. 
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the  third  volume  of  my  Travels)  the 
ancient  extent  of  this  fea  over  the 
whole  defect  of  Aftrakhan,  ami  be¬ 
yond  the  Jaik,  by  the  fymptoms  of 
coaft  with  which  the  elevated  plains 
of  RufHa  border  this  clefert,  by  the 
Date  and  the  foffil  productions  of 
this  ancient  coaft,  and  by  the  faline 
mud,  mingled  with  fea-lhells,  cal¬ 
cined,  which  covers  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  the  defert  itfelf.  In  the  De- 
fcriptlon  of  Ukrain,  by  Guillaume 
le  ValTeur  (Rouen,  4to.  1660)  a  paf- 
fage  (p.  9)  afcribes  the  fame  appear¬ 
ances  to  the  plains  of  the  Boryfthenes. 
Chandler,  in  his  Travels  through 
Alia  Minor,  thinks  that  the  fea 
formerly  extended  to  the  fources 
of  the  Meander,  and  formed  a  gulf 
between  the  mountains  of  Mefloghis 
and  Taurus.  Others  have  found 
recent  traces’  of  fea  in  the  plains 
of  Alia  Minor  and  of  Perfia,  and 
along  the  Danube,  very  far  above 
the  adual  limits  of  the  Cafpian  and 
the  Black  Sea.  The  ancient  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  hidden  effufion  of  the 
Black  Sea  through  the  Propontis, 
which  Tournefort  has  Supported  by 
his  Observations,  feem,  in  all  re- 
fpeds,  more  plaulible  than  the  opi¬ 
nion  which  fuppofes  the  ancient 
ftrait  between  the  Black  Sea  and 
the  Cafpian  to  have  been  dried  by 
thp  accumulation  of  alluvion  foil 
from  the  rivers.”  Ditto,  p.  62. 

The  writer  of  this  fragment,  in  a 
journey  through  Polifti  PrulTia,  was 
led  to  remark  the  fame  fymptoms  of 
extenftve  deficcation  in  the  l'andy  pro¬ 
vinces  which  encompafs  the  Delta 
of  the  Weichfel  (Viftul  i)  and  the 
Niemen.  From  the  report  of  an 
intelligent  Swifs  officer,  in  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  fervice,  with  whom  he  travelled 
a  while,  and  whofe  military  defti- 
nations  had  familiarifed  him  with 
the  furface  sf  Livonia  and  Lithua- 
^S. .  t* 
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nia,  it  appears  no  lefs  probable  that 
th.e  morally  low  lands,  bordering 
the  Duna  and  the  Nieper,  were 
once  the  bed  ot  a  frith,  uniting  the 
Baltic  and  the  Euxine.  Penzelius 
(De  Arte  Iliftorica,  p.  78)  mentions 
the  digging  up  of  an  anchor  in  No- 
vogrocl,  and  other  proofs  of  a  recent 
emergency  of  the  region,  and  fup- 
poles  the  falt-mines  ot  \Vielicz  to 
be  the  point  of  lubfidency  or  lateft 
ftation  ot  the  old  fea.  Various  local 
obfervations,  then,  confpire  to  prove 
that  the  Baltic  once  joined  the. 
White  Sea  by  a  trad  of  water,  co¬ 
vering  the  lakes  Onega  and  Ladoga, 
and  the  Black  Sea  by  a  trad  of  water 
covering  the  greater  part  of  Po¬ 
land:  that  the  Euxine,  the  Caf¬ 
pian,  and  the  Aral,  were  united 
with  each  other,  and  with  the 
Northern  Ocean,  by  trads  of  water 
covering  the  deferts  of  Aftrakhan 
and  of  Munkiftialk.  Europe,  then, 
originally  confifted  of  a  cluster 
of  islands.  The  middle  ifland' 
will  firft  have  been  united  with  the 
Afian  continent,  with  Sarmatia,  by 
means  of  the  Polilh  ifthmus,  that 
being  the  more  elevated  and  exten¬ 
sive.  The  northern  ifland  will  next 
have  united  with  it  by  means  of  the 
Scandinavian  ifthmus.  And  thus 
the  ifthmus  of  Aftrakhan  will  have 
furnifhed  the  earlieft  path  to  the 
nomade  nations  of  Alia  to  extend 
their  migrations  into  Europe. 

In  reading  the  ancient  writers,  it 
is  convenient  to  keep  in  view  this 
progreftive  change  of  form;  for  Eu¬ 
rope  appears  to  have  become  a  con¬ 
tinent  within  the  period  of  recorded 
hiltory.  The  Argonautics  of  Or* 
pheus  are  compofed  upon  the  pre- 
fumption,  that  it  was  poflible  to 
fail  from  the  Euxine  into  the  Bal¬ 
tic,  a  proof  that  fueh  a  tradition 
w«j,s  ftill  rife  among  mariners.  Ptov 
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lenty  fpeaks  of  Scandinavia  as  an 
jftand.  The  Scythian  geography  of 
Herodotus  is  wholly  unintelligible, 
unlefs  we  cover  with  fea  a  confider- 
able  part  of  Poland  and  Ituflia :  yet 
thefe  countries  had,  in  his  time, 
already  acquired  the  rudiments  of 
their  prefent  form.  And  may  we 
not  fuppofe  the  tradition  of  an  At¬ 
lantic  {(land  which  had  difappeared, 
to  have  preferved  the  original  name 
of  Europe  in  its  infular  ftate  ? 

Upon  the  whole,  the  teftimony, 
though  not  the  opinion,  of  ancient 
geographers,  appears  more  favour¬ 
able  to  the  doctrine  of  a  progrelhve 
deficcation  of  the  fea  in  all  quarters, 
than  to  that  of  local  or  fudden  re¬ 
movals  of  the  waters  by  great  con- 
vulfions  of  nature. 


Account  of  the  Fall  of  Stones  from 
the  Clouds. 

*  '  A 

^From  the  Gentleman’s.  Magazine.] 

Mr.  Urban,  B.  M.  Nox\  10. 

THE  following  accounts  of  two 
hones  that  fell  from  the  Iky  being 
fo  fimilar  to  the  account  of  the  late 
phenomenon  in  Yorkshire,  and  as 
they  have  efcaped  both  Mr.  King's 
and  Mr.  Bingley's  inveftigations  on 
the  fubjeft;  I  lhall  give  it  you  from 
•{.wo  pamphlets,  printed  at  the  time, 
Without  farther  apology. 

“  Look  up  and  fee  a  new  wonder. 
The  name  of  the  town  is  Hatford,  in 
Berkfhire,  fome  eight  miles  from 
Oxford.  April  9,  1628,  about  5  of 
the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
weather  was  warm,  without  any 
great  Ihow  of  diftemperature ;  a 
gentle  gale  of  wind  from  Weft  to 
W.;  in  an  intant  was  beard  firft 
S,  hideous  rumbling  in  the  air,  and 
;prefent!y  after  followed  a  ftrange  and 
tearful  peal  of  thunder;  it  main¬ 


tained  the  faflnon  of  a  fought  bat- 
tie.  It  began  thus:  firft,  for  an 
onfet,  went  off  one  great  cannon  as 
it  were  of  thunder  alone,  like  a 
warning-piece  to  the  relt  that  were 
to  follow.  Then,  a  little  while 
after,  was  heard  a  fecond ;  until 
the  number,  of  20  were  difcharged, 
or  thereabout. 

“  In  fome  little  diftance  of  time 
after  this,  was  audibly  heard  the 
found  of  a  drum,  beating  a  retreat. 
Amongft  all  thefe  angry  peals  ihot 
off  from  heaven,  at  the  end  of  the 
report  of  every  crack,  a  hizzing 
noife  made  way  through  the  air, 
not  unlike  the  flying  of  bullets  from 
the  mouth  of  great  ordnance,  and 
by  judgement  were  thunderbolts; 
for  one  of  them  was  feen  by  many 
people  to  fall  at  a  place  called 
Bawlkin  Green,  being  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  Hatford  ;  which  thunder¬ 
bolt  was  by  one  Miftrefs  Greene 
caufed  to  be  digged  out  of  the  ground, 
the  being  an  eye-witnefs  amongft 
many  others  of  the  manner  of  the 
falling. 

“  The  form  of  the  ftone  is  three- 
fquare,  and  picked  at  the  end  ;  in  co¬ 
lour  outwardly  blackilh,  fomewhat 
like  iron ;  crufted  over  with  thaf 
blackness  about  the  thicknefs  of  a *  * 
(hilling  ;  within  it  is  loft,  mixed  with 
fome  kind  of  mineral,  Ihining  like 
fmall  pieces  of  glals.  This  ftone 
broke  in  the  fall.  The  whole  piece 
is  in  weight  nineteen  pound  and  a 
half,  the  greater  piece  that  fell  off 
weigheth  five  pound,  which,  with 
other  fmall  pieces,  being  put  to¬ 
gether,  make  lour  and  twenty  pound 
and  better.  It  is  in  the  couniry 
credibly  reported,  that  other  thun- 
der-ftones  have  been  found  in  other 
places  ;  but  for  certainty  there  was 
one  taken  up  at  Letcombe,  and  i£ 
n<Av  in  the  cuftody  of  the  fhenff. 
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fl  Upon  Thurfday  the  4th  day  of 
this  inftant  Augult  [1642],  about  the 
hour  of  4  or  5  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  there  was  a  wonderful  noile 
\  '  # 

heard  in  the  air,  as  of  a  drum  beat¬ 
ing  moft  fiercely,  which  after  a 
while  was  feconded  with  a  long  peal 
of  fmall  fliot,  and  after  that  a  dif- 
charging  as  it  were  of  great  ord¬ 
nance  in  a  pitched  field.  This  con¬ 
tinued  with  fome  vicifiitudes  for  the 
fpace  of  one  hour  and  a  half,  and 
then  making  a  mighty  and  violent 
report  altogether;  at  the  ceafing 
thereof  there  was  obferved  to  fall 
down  out  of  the  fky  a  hone  of  about 
four  pound  weight,  which  was  taken 
up  by  them  who  faw  it  fall,  and, 
being  both  ftrange  for  the  form  of 
it  and  fomewhat  miraculous  for  the 
manner  of  it>  was  by  the  fame  par¬ 
ties,  who  are  ready  to  atteft  this 
truth,  brought  up  and  the  wed  to  a 
worthy  member  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  upon  whofe  ground  it 
was  taken  up,  and  by  him  to  divers 
friends,  who  have  both  feen  and 
handled  the  lame.  Now,  the  man¬ 
ner  of  finding  the  ftone  was  on  this 
wife:  one  captain  Johnfon  and  one 
mafter  Thomplbn,  men  well  known 
in  that  part  of  Suffolk,  were  that  day 
at  Woodbridge,  about  the  launching 
of  a  Ihip  that  was  newly  builded 
there  ;  who,  hearing  this  marvellous 
noile  toward  Alborow,  verily  fup- 
pofed  that  fome  enemy  was  landed, 
and  fome  fudden  onfet  made  upon 
the  town  of  Alborow  ;  this  occalion- 
ed  them  to  take  korfe  and  haflen 
homewards,  the  rather  becaufe  they 
heard  the  noile  of  the  battle  grow 
louder.  And  being  at  that  inltant, 
when  that  greateft  crack  and  report 
was  made  in  conclufion,  on  their 
way  upon  an  heath  betwixt  the  two 
towns,  Woodbridge  and  Alborow, 
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they  obferved  the  fall  of  this  ftone, 
which,  grazing  in  the  fall  of  it 
along  upon  the  heath  fome  fix  or 
feven  yards,  had  outrun  their  obfer- 
vation  where  it  relied,  had  not  a 
dog,  which  was  in  the  company, 
followed  it  by  the  lcent,  as  it  was 
hot,  and  brought  them  where  it  lay 
covered  over  with  grafs  and  earth, 
that  the  violence  of  its  courfe  had 
contracted  about  it.  This  is  the 
true  relation  of  the  finding  of  the 
Hone,  which  is  eight  inches  long, 
and  five  inches  broad,  and  two  inches 
thick.  And  now,  being  on  their 
way  nearer  Alborow,  they  met  the 
greateii  part  of  the  town’s  folk,  who 
were  generally  all  run  out  of  their 
houfes  round  about,  amazed  with 
this  noife  of  war,  and  defcrying  no 
enemy  near;  when  fuddenly  there 
was  heard  a  joyful  noife  as  of  rnu- 
fick,  and  fundry  inftruments  in  a 
melodious  manner,  for  a  good  fpace 
together,  which  ended  with  an  har¬ 
monious  ringing  of  bells.  This  is 
the  true  relation  of  this  moft  ftrange 
lign  from  heaven.”  [12  G.  67.] 


Account  of  Concretions  found  in  the 
bodies  of  Animals  and  Men. 

[ From  Medical  Fafis  and  Obferva ♦ 
tions. — Vol.  IV.] 

NATURAL  hiftory  informs  us 
that  calculi  may  be  found  in  the 
ftomachs  and  inteftines  of  many 
quadrupeds ;  in  l'ome  fifties,  infers, 
and  worms ;  and  likewife  in  the 
human  body. 

From  the  inteftinal  calculi  1  fhall 
hereafter  defcribe,  we  may  trace 
their  affinity  to  the  laminated  ftones 
named  Bezoars,  by  the  antients, 
and  which  feera  to  have  been  no 
E  3  Oibey 
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oilier  than  thefe  animal  concretes*. 
To  prove  this  more  clearly,  let  us 
quote  Dr.  Lewis’s  defcription  of 
them,  as  “  preternatural  or  morbid 
Concretion's  formed  in  the.  bodies  of 
land  animals.”  Of  thefe,  he  ob- 
fe’rves,  the  oriental  is  of  the  fize  of 
a  kidney  bean,  of  a  round! fh,  or 
oblong  rounded  figure,  of  an  even, 
fmooth  furface,  and  of  a  finning 
olive  or  dark  green  colour;  which, 
on  being  broken,  appears  compofed 
of  a  number  of  concentrical  coats, 
of  which  the  inner  is  fmooth  and 
gloffy  as  the  outer ;  in  the  middle, 
he  adds,  is  either  a  cavity  or  feme 
powdeiy  matter,  or  fome  fmall  bits 
of  the  leaves  or  fialks  of  plants,  or 
other  like  fubfiancesf. 

This  defcription  feems  correct, 
except  in  limiting' thefe  productions 
to  land  animals,  for  they  are  fome- 
tinaes  met  with  in  fifires.  There¬ 
fore,  to  elucidate  this  fubjeCt,  I  (hall 
enumerate  the  animals  that  bezoars 
are  mod  frequently  found  in.  Among 
quadrupeds  we  may  reckon  the  horfe, 
ox,  goat,  (tag,  the  mountain  deer  of 
the  Alps,  the  Brafilian  monkey,  and 
the  porcupine;  among  fifties,  the. 
phyfeter  macro cephalus  Linnaei,  or 
fpermaceti  whale ;  among  infeCts, 
the  ajlacus Jiuviat i l i s ,  or  river  cray- 
fifh  ;  among  the  crufiaceous  worms, 
the  concha  margaritij'era,  ormother- 
of  pearl  oyfter ;  and,  laflly,  man¬ 
kind. 

The  Gentleman's  Magazine,  vol. 
VII.  p.  448,  gives  an  account  of  a 


ftone  taken  out  of  the  fiomach  of  a 
horfe  aged  17  years,  the  greatest 
circumference  of  which  was  28 
inches,  and  the  le'aft  25.  Its  figure 
was  an  oblong  fpheroid  ;  its  weight 
19  pounds  avoirdupois. 

In  the  LXth  volume  of  the  fame 
work,  at  p.  18,  we  have  a  defcrip- 
tion,  with  a  figure,  of  a  cluftered 
done,  weighing  19  ounces;  and  an 
account  of  another  as  big  as  a  penny 
loaf,  like  a  heap  of  hardifii  horle- 
dung,  from  the  inteftines  of  a  horle 
30  years  of  age.  At  p.  885  of  the 
fame  volume,  four  more  intedinal 
dones  are  delineated ;  the  fird  of 
which  weighed  1  pound  10  Ounces  ;’ 
the  feeond,  2  pounds  9  ounces ;  the 
third,  8  ounces;  and  the  fourth, 

7  pounds  14  ounces.  In  the  Philo- 
fophical  TranlaClions,  vol.  XLVIII. 
we  have  an  account  of  a  mare  from." 
wliofe  body  a  done  was  taken  that 
weighed  15  pounds  12  ounces.  And 
Iluyfch  preserved  in  his  collection 
two  calculi,  which,  with  34  others 
cf  different  fizes,  had  been  voided 
by  a  horfe  in  the  emperors  dables 
at  Vienna,  in  the  fpa.ee  of  fix  weeks.  , 
The  nucleus  of  one  of  thefe  fiones 
was  found  to  be  a  grain  of  barleyf . 

Mercatus  has  deicribed  and  deli-  , 
neated  an  oriental  concretion  of  this 
fort  in  the  Vatican  collection  §,  pre¬ 
ferred  by  the  king  of  Portugal  to 
cardinal  Alexandrinus,  which  weigh¬ 
ed  fome  what  more  than  four  ounces; 
and  alio  another  from  an  animal  of 
the  dag  kind,  brought  to  Home  by 


Bezoar  (tones  were  fir  ft  noticed  and  employed  medicinally  by  Avcnzoar,  an  Arabian 
pliyfician,  who  flourilhed  about  the  eleventh  century;  but  they  were  firft  accurately 
deicribed  by  Garcias  dal  Horto,  phyfician  to  the  Portuguefe  viceroy  of  the  Indies. 
They  took  their  name  from  the  Perfian  word  badzcher,  which  figniiies  antidote,  being 
con  fide  red  as  remedies  againlt  poifon.  Even  at  this  day  they  are  laid  to  be  in  great 
eheera  among  the  Perfiam. 

t  lewis’s  Materia  Medica,  4to,  1768,  pp.  138,  139. 
f  Vide  I- rid.  Rttylclni  Thelaur.  Anatom,  fecund,  p.  39,  4to,  Amilel.  1722. 

§  ALch.  Mercati  Metallolbeca  (Arnrar.  VIIL  de  Japidibus  animalibus  lanatis,  cap.  I.) 
Soho,  Roms,  1719.  -  r 
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the  jefuits  from  Peru,  the  weight  of 
which  was  56  ounces*. 

I11  the  monkey  thefe  concretions 
are  found  in  the  ftomach,  of  about 
the  fize  of  an  hazel  nut,  harder  than 
the  other  kinds,  and  of  a  dark  green- 
iili  colour,  approaching  to  black. 
But  in  the  porcupine  they  are  feated 
principally  in  the  gall-bladder,  and 
are  fimilar  to  biliary  calculi  in  other 
animals. 

In  fi fhes  we  mav  adduce  amber- 
gris,  as  a  concretion  of  the  fp er ma¬ 
ce  ti  whale.  Dr.  Swediar,  in  the 
l  .XXII  Id  volume  of  the  Philofo- 
phical  Tranfactions,  gives  a  fatis- 
factory  liiftory  of  this  animal  pro¬ 
duct,  and  afferts,  that  it  is  found  in 
the  belly  of  the  whale,  and  only  of 
that  particular  fpecies  called  by 
Linnaeus  phyfeter  macrocephalus.  He 
describes  it  as  being  fituated  about 
fix  or  feven  feet  from  the  anus,  and 
never  higher  up ;  which,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  fays  the  doctor,  is  the  in- 
teftinum  cascum,  hitherto  brroneouily 
confidered  as  a  peculiar  bag  for  the 
fecretioh  of  this  Angular  fubftance. 
Intermixed  with  this  are  a  number 
of  black  fpots,  apparently  the  beaks 
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of  the  ftpia  oftopodia,  which  is  the 
natural  food  of  this  fpecies  of  whale. 
All  whales,  it  feems,  which  afford 
this  concretion,  are  found  tickly  and 
emaciated ;  but  healthy  whales  never 
produce  anyf :  therefore  we  may 
conclude  it  to  be  an  animal  con¬ 
crete,  generated  by  difeafe,  and 
which  proves  fatal  by  its  mecha¬ 
nical  ftimulusf. 

In  the  infect  we  confkfer  oculi 
canerorum  to  be  the  ftony  concre¬ 
tion  of  the  crayfish.':  they  are  thus 
deferibed  by  Dr.  Lewis  § :  u  About 
the  fize  of  peas,  of  a  roundifh  fhape, 
flatted  on  one  fide  ;  in  colour  white  ; 
fometimes  with  a  reddifh,  and  fome¬ 
times  with  a  bhieifh  caft;  iuternally 
of  a  leafy  texture }|. 

In  the  worm  may  be  inffanced 
the  pearly  concretions  of  certain 
oy Iters  —  the  concha  margaritifera. 
Thefe  concretions  are  of  a  bright 
femi-tranfparent  whiienefs,  and  are 
of  two  forts,  the  oriental  and  occi¬ 
dental.  The  oriental  are  of  a  filver 
hue;  the  occidental  of  an  opaque 
white ;  and  they  are  found  on  the 
in  fide  of  the  fhelllf. 

In  the  human,  body  we  have  too 

many 


*  Monurdes,  in  his  work,  tranflated  fey  Clufius,  under  the  tide  of  Simpliciuta  Medico- 
viciitonun  ex  novo  Qvbe  delatorum  ti  jioria  has  inlerted  a  letter  written  to  him  by  a  cor- 
refpondent  in  Peru,  who  deferibes  die  pouch,  communicating  with  the  ftaruach,  in  which 
thele  concretions  are  formed. 

t  See  Phil.  Trans,  vol.  LXXXI.  p.  43.  '  .  • 

f  Clufius  was  of  opinion,  that  ambergris  was  the  indigefiihle  part  of  the  food  collected 
in  the  ltomach  of  the  whale  ;  and  Iyempfer  fpeaks  of  it  as  excrement,  and  mentioa)S,tha| 
t  lie  Japanefe,  for  this  reafqn,  call  it  k  ajar  a  no  fun,  e,  whajes’  dung.  But,  I  think,  firaru 
all  whales  being  found  unhealthy  in  which  it  is  difeovered,  and  the  Quantity  imported! 
being  lniall,  compared  with  the  quantity  that  would  every  where  be  to  be  found  were  it 
natural  faeces,  in  thole  feas  where  the  fperuiacett- whale  inhabits,  we  may  fa f sly  conclude 
that  it  is  a  difeafed  product,  fnnilar  to  ft  ones  in  the  iundVmes  of  harfes,  and  oi  other 
animals. 

$  Materia  Medica,  p.  172. 

H  Geolfroy  afferts,  that  crayfifh  change  their  ftornachs  and  mteftines  at  certain  periods^ 
that,  when  the  ftomach  is  renewed,  the  old  one  becomes  fubjeCt  to  the  digeffire  procefs; 
and  that,  after  this  procefs,  concretions  are  found  in  the  new  ones.  Suite  de  la  Mat. 
Med.  de  M.  Geoffrey,  tome  h  p.  338. 

i]  As  neither  crabs'  ey.es  nor  pearls  are  found  in  all  cravfUb,  or  ail  ©yfte?**  and  thm 
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many  well-recorded  facts  of  iutef- 
tinal  concretions,  and  the  direful 
effects  they  are  produdive  of;  fome 
of  which  /hall  now  be  fele6ted. 

Lanzoni  mentions*  the  cafe  of  a 
woman  in  whole  flomach  were  found 
ten  ftones,  the  largeft  weighing  an 
ounce. 

Dr.  Coe,  in  his  treatife  on  biliaiy 
concretions,  gives  an  inltance  of  a 
woman  from  whole  red  urn  was  ex¬ 
tracted  a  concretion,  the  nucleus  of 
which  was  a  pliunb-ftonef.  In  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  Effaysf  we  have 
an  account  of  a  limilar  fad.  In 
this  laft  cafe  the  ball  was  of  an  irre¬ 
gular  cubical  fhape,  and  weighed 
five  drachms.  In  the  Effays  and 
Obfervations,  Phyfical  and  Lite¬ 
rary,  is  the  hiftory  of  a  boy  who 
had  three  ffones  extracted  from 
the  rectum,  the  nuclei  of  which 
were  the  fmall  bones  of  /beep's 
trotters  §. 

The  thiijd  volumeJ|  of  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery 
at  Paris  contains  an  account  of  a 
woman  from  whole  bowels  was 
taken  a  ftone  weighing  two  ounces 
two  drachms  and  a  half. 

In  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions, 
vol.  XXVII.  we  have  an  account  of 
a  concretion  formed  upon  a  plumb- 
ftone,  and  retained  in  the  inteftinum 
caecum  ;  and  in  the  London  Medical 
Journal,  vol.  VI.  p.  355,  Mr.  John- 
fon,  of  Lancafter,  relates  the  cafe  of 
a  woman  who  voided,  by  ftool,  a 
ball  of  hardened  faeces,  weighing 


three  quarters  of  an  ounce,  the  nu¬ 
cleus  of  which  was  all'o  a  plumb- 
ftone. 

Thefe  fads  (and  other  fimilar  ones 
might  ealily  be  colleded  from  books) 
are  fufficient  to  /hew  that  inteftinal 
calculi  are  not  limited  to  the  quad¬ 
ruped  ;  and  that  they  occur  more 
frequently  in  the  human  body  than 
has  perhaps  been  generally  ful- 
peded. 


An  Account  of  fame  Obfervations 
made  by  a  young  Gentleman  who 
zl as  born  blind ,  or  loft  his  Sight  J'o 
early  that  he  had  no  remembrance 
of  ever  having  feen,  and  was  couch¬ 
ed  between  Thirteen  and  Fourteen 
Years  of  Age. 

[from  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine .] 

THOUGH  we  fay  of  this  gentle¬ 
man  that  he  was  blind,  as  we  do  of 
all  people  who  have  ripe  cataracts, 
yet  they  are  never  fo  blind  from  that 
caufe  but  that  they  can  difeern  day 
from  night,  and,  for  the  molt  part,  in  a 
ftrong  light,  diftinguifh  black,  white, 
and  icarlet;  but  they  cannot  per¬ 
ceive  the  lhape  of  any  thing;  for,  the 
light  by  which  thefe  perceptions  are 
made  being  let  in  obliquely  through 
the  aqueous  humour,  or  the  anterior 
fur  face  of  the  chryltalline  (by  which 
the  rays  cannot  be  brought  into  a 
focus  upon  the  retina),  they  can  dif- 
cern  in  no  other  manner  than  a 


found 

is  no  fnggefting  any  ufe  that  they  can  furniffi  to  the  (economy  of  thefe  animals,  we  may, 
perhaps,  be  juftified  in  concluding  that  they  are  formed  by  dileafe  in  their  inteftines. 
The  poffiiv?  confirmation  of  this  hypothefis  may  be  difficult,  but  it  may  in  time,  perhaps, 
be  decided,  by  the  ubfervation  of  diligent  n  at  ura  lifts.  See  Reaumur’s  paper  on  the  for¬ 
mation  of  pearls  and  Ihells,  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  for  the 
year  1717-. 

*  ACta  Phyf.  Med.  Nat.  Curiof.  vol.  I.  p.  117. 
t  De  Coe  on  Biliary  Concretion*,  p.  13 7. 

#  Vol.  II.  p.  345.  p.  36. 


$  Vol.  I.  p.  243. 


HISTORY. 


V 


NATURAL 

found  eye  can  through  a  glut's  of 
broken  jelly,  where  a  great  variety 
of  furfaces  fo  differently  re  trad  the 
light,  that  the  feveral  diftind  pencils 
of  rays  cannot  be  colleded  by  the 
eye  into  their  proper foci;  wherefore, 
the  fhape  of  an  object  in  luch  a  cale 
cannot  at  all  be  dilcerned,  though 
the  colour  fnay.  And  thus  it  was 
with  this  young  gentleman,  who, 
though  he  knew  tliei'e  colours  afun- 
der  in  a  good  light,  yet,  when  he  faw 
them  after  he  was  couched,  the  faint 
ideas  he  had  ot  them  before  were 
not  fuflicient  for  him  to  know  them 
by  afterwards,  and  therefore  he 
did  not  think  them  the  fame 
which  he  had  before  known  by  thofe 
names.  Now,  fcarlet  he  thought 
the  moll  beautiful  of  all  colours,  and 
of  others  the  moll  gay  were  the  moil 
pleafing;  whereas,  the  firft  time  he 
law  black  it  gave  him  great  uneali- 
nefs;  yet,  after  a  little  while,  he  was 
reconciled  to  it ;  but,  fome  mouths 
after,  feeing  by  accident  a  negro 
woman,  he  was  ftruck  with  horror 
at  the  light.  When  he  firft  faw,  he 
was  lo  far  from  making  any  judge¬ 
ment  about  diftance,  that  he  thought 
all  objeds  whatfoever  touched  his 
eyes  (as  he  expreffed  it),  as  what  he 
felt  did  his  Ikin,  and  thought  no  ob¬ 
jects  fo  agreeable  as  thofe  which 
were  lmooth  or  regular,  though  he 
could  form  no  judgement  of  their 
lhape,  or  guefs  what  it  was  in  any 
objed  that  was  pleafing  to  him.  He 
knew  not  the  lhape  of  any  thing,  or 
any  one  thing  from  another,  how¬ 
ever  different  in  lhape  or  magnitude; 
but,  upon  being  told  what  things 
were,  whofe  form  he  before  knew 
from  feeling,  he  would  carefully  ob¬ 
serve,  that  he  might  know  them  a- 
gain ;  but,  having  too  many  objeds 
to  learn  at  once,  he  forgot  many  of 
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them;  and  (as  he  faid)  at  firll  he 
learnt  to  know,  and  again  forgot,  a- 
thoufand  things  in  a  day.  One  par¬ 
ticular  only  (though  it  may  appear 
trifling)  I  will  relate :  having  often 
forgot  which  was  the  cat  and  which 
the  dog,  he  was  alhamed  to  alk,  but 
catching  the  cat  (which  he  knew  by 
feeling)  he  was  obferved  to  look  at 
her  lledfaftly,  and  then  fetting  her 
down  laid  to  pufs,  “  I  fliall  know 
“  you  another  time/’  He  was  very 
much  lurprifed  that  thofe  things 
which  he  had  liked  belt  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  moft  agreeable  to  his  eyes,  ex- 
peding  thofe  perfons  would  appear 
moft  beautiful  that  he  loved  moft,  and 
fuch  things  to  be  moft;  agreeable  to 
his  light  that  were  fo  to  his  tafte.  We 
thought  he  loon  knew  what  pidures 
reprelented  which  were  fliown  to  him, 
hut  we  found  afterwards  we  were 
miltaken;  for,  about  two  months 
alter  he  was  couched,  he  difcovered 
at  once  that  they  reprefented  folid 
bodies,  when  to  that  time  he  confi- 
dered  them  as  party-coloured  planes, 
or  furfaces  diverlified  with  variety  of 
paint;  but  even  then  he  was  no  lefs 
lurprifed,  expeding  the  pidures 
would  feel  like  the  things  they  re¬ 
prefented,  and  was  amazed  when  be 
found  thofe  parts,  which  by  their 
light  and  Hi  ado  w  appeared  now  round 
and  uneven,  felt  only  flat  like  the 
rell,  and  afked  which  was  the  lying 
fenfey  feeling  or  feeing? 

Being  fliown  his  father's  pidure  in 
a  locket  at  his  mother’s  watch,  and 
told  what  it  was,  he  acknowledged 
a  likenefs,  but  was  vallly  lurprifed, 
afking  how  it  could  be  that  a  large 
face  could  be  exprefled  in  fo  little 
room?  faying,  it  fliould  have  feemed 
as  impoflible  to  him  as  to  put  a 
bulhel  of  any  thing  into  a  pint.  At 
firft  he  could  bear  but  very  little 

light, 
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light,  and  the  things  he  faw  he 
thought  extremely  large  :  but,  upon 
feeing  things  larger,  thole  fifi't  leen 
Le  conceived  lei's,  never  being  able 
to  imagine  any  lines  beyond  thofe  he 
faw.  The  room  he  was  in,  he  fair], 
he  knew  to  be  but  part  of  the  houfe, 
jet  he  could  not  conceive  that  the 
whole  houfe  could  look  bigger.  Be¬ 
fore  he  was  couched,  he  expelled 
little  advantage  from  feeing,  worth- 
undergoing  an  operation  ior,  ex¬ 
cept  reading  and  writing;  for  he 
thought,  he  faid,  he  could  have  no 
more  pleafure  in  walking  abroad 
than  he  had  in  the  garden,  which  he 
could  do  lately  and  readily.  And 
even  blind  nefs,  he  obferved,  had  this 
advantage,  that  he  could  go  any 
where  in  the  dark  much  better  than 
thole  that  can  fee  :  and,  after  he  had 
fern,  he  did  not  foon  lofe  this  quality, 
nor  defned  a  light  to  go  about  the 
hotifo  in  the  night.  He  faid,  every 
new  object  was  a  new  delight ;  and 
the  pleafure  was  fo  great  that  he 
wanted  ways  to  exprels  it.  But  his 
gratitude  to  his  operator  he  could 
Bot  conceal,  never  feeing'  him  for 
fame  time  without  tears  of  joy  in  his 
eyes,  and  other  marks  of  affection  ; 
and,  if  he  did  not  happen  to  come 
at  any  time  when  he  was  expected, 
he  would  be  fo  grieved  that  he  could 
not  forbear  crying  at  his  difappoint- 
ment. 

A  year  after  firft  feeing,  being  car¬ 
ried  upon  Epforii  Downs,  and  obferv- 
ing  a  large  profpeCt,  he  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  delighted  with  it,  and  called  it 
anew  kind  of  feeing.  And  now,  be¬ 
ing  lately  couched  of  his-  other  eye, 
he  fays  that  objects  at  ftrft  appeared 
large  to  his  eye,  but  not  fo  large  as 
they  did  at  firth  to  the  other;  and, 
looking  upon  the  fame  objeCt  with 
both  eyes-,  lie  thought  it  looked 
thout- twice  as.  large  as  with  the  firft 


couched  eye  only,  but  not  double, 
that  we  can  any  ways  dilcover. 

John  Rom  ley,  1731. 
ilaxcy,  Lmcotfjhire. 


Curious  account  of  a  Canada 
G oofe . 

[ From  the  Environs  of  London.  Vgl. 

IV.  By  the  Rev.  D.-Lyi'ons.] 

THE  following  account  of  a  Ca¬ 
nada  goo’fe  is  fo  extraordinary  that 
I  am  aware  it -would  with  difficult^ 

J 

gain  credit,  was  not  a  whole  parilh 
able  to  vouch  for  the  truth  of  it. 
The  Canada  geeie  are  not  fond  of  a 
poultry -yard,  but  are  rather  of  a 
rambling  difpofition  ;  one  of  thefe 
birds  was  obferved,  however,  to  at¬ 
tach  itfelf,  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft 
affeClionate  manner,  to  the  houle- 
dog,  would  never  quit  the  kennel  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  ptirpole  of  feeding,  when 
it  would  return  again  immediately. 
It  always  fat  by  the  dog,  but  never 
prefumed  to  go  into  the  kennel,  ex-, 
cept  in  rainy  weather.  Whenever 
the  dog  barked,  the  goofe  would 
cackle,  and  run  at  the  perfon  the  fup- 
poled  the  dog  barked  at,  and  try  to 
bite  him  by  the  heels.  Sometimes  ( 
fne  would  attemot  to  feed  with  the 
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dog;  but  this  the  dog,  who  treated 
his  faithful  companion  rather  with 
indifference,  would  not  fuffer.  This 
bird  would  not  go  to  rooll  with  the 
others  at  night,  unlefs  driven  by 
main  force,  and  when  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  the  was  turned  into  the  held,  lhe 
would  never  ffir  from  the  yard  gate, 
but  fit  there  the  whole  day  in  light 
of  the  dog.  At  laff,  orders  were 
given  that  fhe  lhould  be  no  longer 
molefted,  but  buffered  to  accompany 
the  dog  as  ffie  liked.  Being  thug  . 
left  to  herfelf,  lhe  ran  about  the  yard 
with  him  all  night ;  and  what  is  par-  | 

ticularly 
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ticularly  extraordinary,  and  can  be 
attefted  by  the  whole  pari/h,  when¬ 
ever  the  dog  went  out  of  the  yard 
and  ran  into  the  village,  the  go  ole 
always  accompanied  him,  contriving 
to  keep  tip  with  him  by  the  affiftance 
of  her  wings,  and  in  this  way  of  run¬ 
ning  and  flying,  followed  him  all 
over  the  parifli.  This  extraordi¬ 
nary  affedhon  of  the  gooie  towards 
the  dog,  which  continued  till  his 
death,  two  years  alter  it  was  lirft 
obferved,  is  fuppdfed  to  have  ori¬ 
ginated  from  his  having  accidentally 
laved  her  from  a  fox,  in  the  very 
moment  of  diftrels.  W  hile  the  dog 
was  ill,  the  gooie  never  quitted  him 
day  nor  night,  not  even  for  food,  and 
it  was  apprehended  that  (lie  would 
have  been  ftarved  to  death,  had  not_ 
orders  been  given  for  a  pan  of  corn 
to  be  let  every  day  dole  to  the  ken¬ 
nel.  At  this  time  the  gooie  gene¬ 
rally  fat  in  the  kennel,  and  would 
not  fuller  any  one  to  approach  it, 
except  the  perfon  who  brought  the 
dog’s  or  her  food.  The  end  of  this 
faithful  bird  was  melancholy ;  for 
when  the  dog  died,  1  he  would  ftill 
keep  pofleflion  of  the  kennel,  and  a 
new  houfe-dog  being  introduced, 
which  in  flze  and  colour  refembled 
that  lately  lofl,  the  poor  gooie  was 
unhappily  deceived,  and  going  into 
the  kennel  as  ufual,  the  new  inha¬ 
bitant  feized  her  by  the  throat  and 
killed  her.  A  flmilar  affeCtion  was 
obferved  between  a  cat  and  a  pidgeou 
l’ome  years  ago,  at  the  houfe  ol  the 
late  Robert  James,  efq.  of  Putney, 
with  this  difference,  that  it  appeared 
reciprocal.  What  rendered  it  more 
extraordinary  was,  that  they  were 
both  found  on  one  day,  on  the  wall 
of  the  garden,  and  both  became  do- 
mefticated  at  Mr.  James’s,  where 
they  continued  to  be  inseparable 
companions. 
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On  the  fafei noting  power  of  Snakes . 

[From  New  Travels  into  the  interior 

of  Africa ;  traijiated  from  the 

French  of  La  Vaillant.] 

t 

THE  converfation  that  took 
place  upon  this  occafiou,  and  which 
powerfully  iuterelled  the  compa¬ 
ny,  reminds  me  of  a  curious  event 
that  happened  at  the  fame  time, 
and  winch  I  cannot  pais  over  i« 
lilence. 

Our  eyas  were  naturally  attracted 
by  objects  before  us.  Mine  indeed, 
by  an  involuntary  impulle,  are  lure 
to  be  directed  to  whatever  trees  are 
in  fight.  We  perceived  the  branches 
of  one  near  us  to  move.  Immediately 
we  heaid  the  piercing  cries  of  a 
Ihrike,  and  law  it  tremble  as  if  in 
convulfions.  We  lirft  conceived  that 
it  was  held  in  the  gripe  of  fome  bird 
of  prey:  but  a  clofer  attention  led 
us  to  difeover,  upon  the  next  branch 
of  the  tree,  a  large  l’erpent  that,  with 
ft  retched  out  neck  and  fiery  eyes, 
though  perfectly  Hill,  was  gazing  at 
the  poor  animal.  The  agony  of  the. 
bird  was  terrible;  but  fear  had  de¬ 
prived  it  of  Rrengtb,  and,  as  if  tied 
by  the  leg,  it  feemed  to  have  loft  the 
power  of  flight.  One  of  the  com¬ 
pany  ran  for  a  fufee;  but  before  he 
returned  the  Ihrike  was  dead,  aad 
we  Ihot  only  the  ferpent. 

I  requefted  that  the  diftance  be¬ 
tween  the  place  where  the  bird  had 
experienced  the  convulfions, and  that 
occupied  by  the  ferpent  before  it  was 
ihot,  might  be  meafured.  Upon  do- 
ino-  fo,  we  found  it  to  be  three  feet 
and  a  half,  and  we  were  ail  convinced 
that  the  Ihrike  had  died  neither 
from  the  bite  nor  the  poifon  of  its 
enemy.  I  itripped  it  alfo  before  the 
whole  company,  and  made  them  ob- 
i'erve  that  it  was  untouched,  and 
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had  not  received  the  flighted 
wound. 

I  hud  my  reafons  for  what  I  did. 
Extraordinary  as  the  fad  may  ap¬ 
pear,  and  though  the  perfons  who 
had  been  the  witneffes  could  hardly 
believe,  even  after  having  feen  it,  it 
was  to  me  not  new.  A  fimilar  ad¬ 
venture  had  happened  to  me  in  the 
canton  of  the  Twenty- four  Rivers, 
and  1  inftantly  related  it,  to  confirm 
what  we  had  juft  feen. 

Hunting  one  day  in  a  marflvy 
piece  of  ground,  1  heard,  all  at  once, 
in  a  toft  of  reeds,  a  piercing  and  very 
lamentable  cry*  Anxious  to  know 
what  it  was,  I  ftole  foftly  to  the 
place,  where  I  perceived  a  l'mall 
moul'e,  like  the  fhrike  on  the  tree,  in 
agonizing  convulfions,  and  two  yards 
farther  a  ferpent,  whole  eyes  were 
intently  fixed  upon  it.  The  mo¬ 
ment  the  reptile  law  me,  it  glided 
away,  but  the  bufinel’s  was  done. 
Upon  taking  up  the  moufe  it  ex¬ 
pired  in  my  hand,  without  its  being 
poffible  to  difcover  by  the  molt  at¬ 
tentive  examination,  what  had  oc¬ 
casioned  its  death. 

The  Hottentots,  whom  I  confult- 
ed  upon  this  incident,  exprefled  no 
fort  of  aftonifhment.  Nothing,  they 
faid,  was  more  common  ;  the  lerpent 
had  the  faculty  of  attracting  and 
Meinating  fuch  animals  as  it  wifhed 
to  devouf.  I  had  then  no  faith  in 
inch  power;  but  iome  time  after, 
fpeaking  of  the  circumftance  in  a 
company  of  more  than  twenty  per¬ 
fons,  in  the  number  of  whom  was 
colonel  Gordon  ;  a  captain  of  his 
regiment  confirmed  the  account  of 
the  Hottentots,  and  allured  me  that 
it  was  an  event  which  happened 
very  frequently.  “  My  teftimony,” 
added  he,  “  ought  to  have  the  more 
“  weight,  as  1  bad  once  nearly  be- 
*  come  myfelf  a  victim  to  this  fafci- 
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“  nation.  While  in  garrifon  at 
u  Ceylon,  and  umufing  myfelf,  like 
“  you,  iii  hunting  in  a  niarfh,  1  was 
“  in  the  courie  of  my  fport  fudderi- 
“  ly  feized  with  a  convulflve  and 
‘‘  involuntary  trembling,  different 
“  from  any  thing  1  had  ever  experi- 
“  enced,  and  at  the  fame  time  was 
u  ftrongly  attracted,  and  in  lpite  of 
“  myfelf,  to  a  particular  fpot  of  the 
“  mar Ili.  Directing  my  eyes  to  this 
“  fpot,  I  beheld  with  feelings  of  hor- 
“  ror,  a  ferpent  of  an  enormous  fize, 
“  whole  look  inftantly  pierced  me. 
“  Having,  however,  not  yet  loft  all 
tc  power  of  motion,  I  embraced  the 
“  opportunity  before  it  was  too  late, 
“  and  faluted  the  reptile  with  the 
“  contents  of  my  fufee.  The  report 
“  was  a  talifman  that  broke  the 
u  charm.  All  at  once,  as  if  by  a 
“  miracle,  my  convulfions  cealed ;  I 
“  felt  myfelf  able  to  fly ;  and  the 
“  only  inconvenience  of  this  extra- 
“  ordinary  adventure  was  a  cold 
“  fweat,  which  was  doubilefs  the 
“  effeds  of  my  fear,  and  of  the  vio- 
“  lent  agitation  my  fenfes  had  un¬ 
dergone.” 

Such  was  the  account  given  by 
this  officer.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
vouch  for  its  truth ;  but  the  ftory  of, 
the  moufe,  as  well  as  of  the  fhrike, 
I  aver  to  be  a  fad.  I  will  add,  alfo, 
that,  fince  my  return  to  France,  hav¬ 
ing  had  occalion  to  talk  with  Elan- 
chor  upon  the  lubjed,  an  officer  who 
iucceeded  Boufflers  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Senegal,  he  aflured  me  with 
confidence,  that  both  at  Goree  and 
in  Senegal,  the  opinion  was  univer¬ 
sal  ;  that  afcending  the  river  of  that 
name,  as  far  even  as  Galem,  three 
hundred  leagues  from  its  mouth,  it 
equally  prevailed  among  the  Moors, 
at  the  right,  and  the  negroes,  at  the 
left;  that  among  thefe  people  no¬ 
body  dopbted  this  power  in  certain 
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fpeciesofferpents,  of  fafcinating  both 
animals  and  men ;  and  that  the  tra¬ 
dition  was  founded  upon  long  expe¬ 
rience,^  and  the  many  misfortunes 
they  are  continually  witnefling. 

Here  again  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  I  am  only  the  hiftorian,  and 
that  I  take  upon  me  neither  to  vali¬ 
date  nor  explain  thefe  reports.  With 
refpeCi  to  the  two  inftances  I  have 
adduced,  and  of  which  I  am  at  once 
the  recorder  and  the  evidence,  they 
will  probably  be  regarded  by  moil 
of  my  readers,  as  the  pure  effeCt  of 
that  extreme  and  involuntary  terror 
which  every  animal  experiences  by 
inllinCt,  at  fight  of  an  enemy  that 
has  power  over  its  life  ;  and  they 
will  alledge,  perhaps,  in  fupport  of 
this  fuppofition,  the  example  of  the 
fetter,  who  retains  in  their  place  a 
partridge  or  a  hare,  by  the  mere 
circumftance  of  his  prefence  or 
look. 

To  this  I  reply,  that  if  a  partridge 
or  a  hare  remain  quiet  before  the 
dog,  it  is  not  fo  much  from  a  fudden 
impulfe  of  fear,  as  from  deliberate 
cunning.  While  clofe  upon  the 
ground,  they  imagine  themfelves  to 
be  concealed  from  the  enemy.  What 
confirms*  this  conjecture  is,  that  if 
the  dog  approach  near  enough  to 
feize  upon  his  prey,  the  bird  in- 
ftantly  takes  wing,  and  the  hare 
f campers  away*  It  will  certainly 
not  be  denied  me,  that  it  is  fear 
Which  makes  them  fly.  Such  is 
the  powerful  effeCt  of  inftinCi,  in 
every  animal,  at  the  appearance  of 
danger.  But  why  do  not  the  hare 
and  the  partridge,  at  fight  of  the 
dog,  remain  fixed  and  motionlefs 
with  terror,  like  the  fhrike  and  the 
moufe  in  prefence  of  the  ferpent? 
The  rat  does  not  remain  flationary 
at  the  approach  of  the  cat,  but 
halleas  away  the  moment  he  per¬ 


ceives  her.  May  not  then  the  look 
and  prefence  of  a  ferpent,  and  the 
nature  of  the  corpufcles  that  ema¬ 
nate  from  its  body,  produce  a  very 
different  effect  from  the  emanation 
and  look  of  the  cat? 


Defer  ip  lion  of  the  Giraffe ,  or 
Camelopard. 

[From  the  fame.'] 

TIIE  Giraffe  chews  the  cud,  as 
all  horned  animals  with  cloven  feet 
ufually  do.  Like  them,  too,  it  crops 
the  grafs ;  though  feldom,  becaufe 
pafture  is  fcarce  in  the  country  it 
inhabits.  Its  ordinary  food  is  the 
leaf  of  a  fort  of  mimofa,  called  by 
the  natives  kanaap,  and  by  the 
planters  kamel  doom.  The  tree 
being  peculiar  to  the  canton,  and 
growing  only  there,  this  may  be 
the  reafon  why  it  takes  up  its 
abode  in  it,  and  why  it  is  not  feen 
in  thofe  regions  of  the  fouth  of 
Africa,  where  the  tree  does  not 
grow.  This,  however,  is  but  a 
vague  conjecture,  and  which  the 
reports  of  the  ancients  feem  to 
contradict.  # 

Its  head  is,  unqueftionably,  the 
moft  beautiful  part  of  its  body.  Its 
mouth  is  fmall :  its  eyes  large  and 
animated.  Between  the  eyes,  and 
above  the  nofe,  it  has  a  very  diftinCt 
and  prominent  tubercle.  This  is 
not  a  flefhy  excrefcence,  but  an  en-i 
largement  of  the  bony  part,  the  fame 
as  the  two  little  boffes,  or  protube¬ 
rances,  with  which  its  occiput  is 
armed,  and  which  rife  as  large  as  a 
hen’s  egg,  one  on  each  fide  of  the 
mane,  at  its  commencement.  Its 
tongue  is  rough,  and  terminates  in  a 
point.  Each  jaw  has  fix  grinders 
on  each  fide but  the  lower  jaw 
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only  has  eight  /  cutting  teeth  in 
front,  while  the  upper  jaw  has 
none. 

The  hoof  is  cloven,  has  no  heel, 
and  much  refembles  that  of  the  ox. 
It  may  be  obferved,  however,  at  the 
ffrd  light,  that  the  hoof  of  tire  fore 
foot  is  larger  than  that  of  the  hind 
foot;  The  leg  is  very  (lender ;  but 
the  knee  is  fwelled  like  that  of  a 
humbling  horfe,  [couronne,]  becaufe 
the  animal  kneels  down  to  deep. 
It  has  alfo  a  large  call  off  ty  in  the 
middle  of  the  dernuoi,  owing  to  its 
wfually  re  poling  on  it.  If  !  had 
never  killed  a  giraffe,  1  lliould  have 
thought,  with  many  other  natu- 
ralilts,  that  its  hind  legs  were  much 
Ihorter  than  the  fore  ones.  This  is 
a  miftake :  they  bear  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion  to  each  other  as  is  uliial  in 
quadrupeds.  I  lay  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion  as  is  ulual,  becaufe  in  this 
refped  there  are  variations,  even  in 
animals  of  the  fame  fpecies.  Every 
one  knows,  that  mares  are  lower 
before  than  If  allions.  What  de¬ 
ceives  us  in  the  giraffe,  and  occa- 
fions  this  apparent  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  legs,  is  the  height  of  the 
withers,  which  may  exceed  that  of 
the  crupper  from  fixteen  to  twenty 
inches,  according  to  the  age  of  the 
animal :  and  which,  when  it  is  feen 
at  a  diftance  in  motion,  gives  the 
appearance  of  much  greater  length 
to  the  fore  legs. 

If  the  giraffe  ftand  dill,  and  you 
view  it  in  the  front,  the  effect  is 
very  different.  As  the  fore  part  of 
the  body  is  much  larger  than  the 
hmd  part,  it  completely  conceals 
the  latter ;  fo  that  the  animal  re- 
lembles  the  handing  trunk  of  a 
dead  tree. 

Its  gait,  when  it  walks,  is  neither 
aukward  nor  unpleafing,  but  it  is 
ridiculous  enough  when  it  trots,  for 
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you  would  then  take  it  for  a  limping 
beatf,  feeing  its  head  perched  at  the 
extremity  of  a  long  neck  which 
never  bends,  fwaying  backwards 
and  forwards,  the  neck  and  head 
playing  in  one  piece  between  the 
Ihoulders  as  on  an  axis.  However, 
as  the  length  of  the  neck  exceeds 
that  of  the  legs  at  lead  four  inches, 
it  is  evident  that,  the  length  of  the 
head  too  taken  into  the  account,  it] 
can  feed  without  difficulty,  and  of 
courfe  is  not  obliged  to  kneel  down,, 
or  to  ftraddle  with  its  feet,  as  fome 
authors  have  afi’erted. 

Its  mode  of  defence,  like  that  of 
the  horfe  and  other  folidungulous 
animals,  conliffs  in  kicking  with  the 
heels.  But  its  hind  parts  are  fo 
light,  and  its  jerks  fo  quick,  that 
the  eye  cannot  count  them.  They 
are  even  fufficient  to  defend  it  a- 
gainft  the  lion,  though  they  are 
unable  to  protedfc  it  from  the  impe¬ 
tuous  attacks  of  the  tiger. 

Its  horns  are  never  employed  in 
light.  I  did  not  perceive  it  ufe  them 
againd  my  dogs.  And  thefe  weak 
and  ufelefs  weapons  would  feem  but 
an  error  of  Nature,  if  Nature  could 
ever  commit  error,  or  fail  in  her 
defigns. 


Defcription  of  the  Secretary  Bird. 

[From  the  fame.] 

DESCENDING  from  a  moun¬ 
tain  to  a  deep  bog,  I  jperceived 
almod  perpendicularly  beneath  me 
a  bird  riling  and  dooping  very  ra¬ 
pidly,  with  very  extraordinary  mo¬ 
tions.  Though  I  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  v  the  fecretary,  and 
had  killed  feveral  in  the  country  of 
Natal,  it  was  impolfible  for  me,  in 
my  vertical  dtuation,  to  di/tinguilh 
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this,  though  I  fufpected  it  from  its 
Elions  :  and  having  found  means  of 
approaching  pretty  near  it,  under 
cover  of  fomo  rocks,  without  noife, 
and  without  being  perceived,  I  faw 
it  was  one  actually  fighting  with  a 
ferpent. 

The  battle  was  obftinate,  and  con¬ 
duced  with  equal  addrefs  on  both 
fules.  But  the  ferpent,  feeling  the 
Inferiority  of  his  ftrength,  employed, 
in  his  attempt  to  flee  and  regain  his 
hole,  that  cunmng  which  is  afcribed 
to  him;  while  the  bird,,  guefling  his 
defign,  flopped  him  on  a  fudden,  and 
'  cut  off  his  retreat  by  placing  herfelf 
before  him  at  a  Angle  leap.  On 
whatever  fide  the  reptile  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  make  his  efcape,  hi 3,  enemy 
ft  ill  appeared  before  him.  Then 
uniting  at  once  bravery  and  cunning, 
he  erected  himfelf  boldly  to  intimi¬ 
date  the  bird  ;  and  hiding  dreadfully, 
difplayed  his  menacing  throat,  in¬ 
flamed  eyes,  and  a  head  fwelled  with 
rage  and  venom. 

Sometimes  this  threatening  ap^ 
pearance  produced  a  momentary  fuf- 
jpenfion  of  hoftilities :  but  the  bird 
foon  returned  to  the  charge;  and 
covering  her  body  with  one  of  her 
wings  as  a  buckler,  ftruck  her  ene¬ 
my  with  the  bony  protuberances  of 
the  other,  which  like  little  clubs, 
ierved  the  more  effectually  to  knock 
him  down,  as  he  raifed  himfelf  to 
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fall ;  the  conqueror  then  fell  upon 
him  to  difpatch  him,  and  with  one 
ftroke  of  her  beak  laid  open  his 
fkull. 

At  this  inftant,  having  no  farther 
obfervatioti  to  make,  I  killed  her. 
In  her  craw,  for  this  bird  has  one, 
though  no  perfon  has  noticed  it,  i 
found*  on  difieCtion  eleven  prettv 
large  lizards;  three  ferpents  as  long 
as  my  arm  ;  eleven'  fmall  tortoifes, 
very  entire,  feveral  of  which  were 
about  two  inches  in  diameter,  and  a 
number  of  locufts,  and  other  infe&s, 
rnoft  of  which  were  fufficiently  whole 
to  be  worth  prelerving  and  adding 
to  my  collection.  The  lizards,  fer¬ 
pents  and  tortoifes,  had  all  received 
the  blow  on  the  head  from  the  beak. 

I  cbferved  too,  that  befide  this 
mafs  of  food,  the  craw  contained  a 
fort  of  ball,  i\s  large  as  the  egg  of  a 
goofe,  formed  of  the  vertebra;  of  fer¬ 
pents  and  lizards  devoured  before, 
fliells  of  little  tortoifes,  and  wings, 
claws,  and  fliields  of  different  kinds 
of  beetles.  When  this  indigeftible 
mafs  becomes  too  large,  the  fecre- 
tary  no  doubt,  like  other  birds  of 
prey,  vomits  and  brings  it  up.  How¬ 
ever,  from  the  fiiperabundant  quan¬ 
tity  of  aliment  contained  in  the  craw 
of  the  one  I  killed,  it  certainly  was 
not  hunger  that  exited  it  to  attack 
the  ferpent  in  the  flough?  but  its  na¬ 
tural  hatred  and  antipathy  fpr  rep¬ 
tiles. 
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Firjl  Report  from  the  feleH  Committee 
appointed  to  take  into  confideration 
the  prefent  high  price  of  Corn. 

.  ■  I 

TIIEfeled  committee  appointed 
to  take  into  confideration  the 
prefent  high  price  of  corn,  and  to 
collect  evidence  relative  thereto, 
and  to  report  the  fame,  from  time 
to  time,  as  it  (hall  appear  to  them, 
to  the  houfe,  with  their  obfervations 
thereupon,  proceeded,  in  the  firft 
inftanee,  to  confider  fuch  informa¬ 
tion  as  had  been  already  collected 
concerning  the  fame. 

They  examined,  for  this  purpofe, 
the  minutes  of  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  lords  mf  his  majefty’s 
privy  council,  upon  this  fubjedt. 
They  received  from  fir  John  Sinclair, 
one  of  the  members  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  the  fubllaiice  of  fuch  accounts 
of  the  hate  of  the  late  crop  of  grain, 
as  the  conelpondence  of  the  board 
of  agriculture  had  enabled  them,  at 
the  prefent  period,  to  colled.  They 
had  further  the  opportunity  of  re¬ 
ceiving  from  many  of  their  members 
abatement  of  fads  within  their  own 
knowledge,  or  communicated  by  re- 
lpedable  authorities  from  their  dif¬ 
ferent  counties. 

They  have  received  alfo  from  his 
fnajefty's  principal  fecretary  of  date 
for  the  home  department,  fuch  re¬ 


turns  as  had  been  hitherto  made  to 
the  circular  letter  written  by  him, 
by  his  majefty’s  command,  to  the 
cuftodes  rotulorum  and  fheriffs  de¬ 
pute  in  England  and  Scotland,  de-  i 
firing  them  to  obtain  meetings  of  the  i 
magiftrates  for  the  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
curing  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  . 
late  crop  :  but  thefe  returns  are  not 
as  yet  fufijciently  numerous  or  com¬ 
plete  to  lead  to  any  precife  conclu*- 
lion. 

On  the  whole,  however,  the  gene-  j 
ral  information  derived  from  the 
fources  above-mentioned  iatisfied 
your  committee,  that  the  crop  of 
other  forts  of  grain  than  wheat  has 
been  upon  the  whole  abundant,  but  i 
that  the  produce  of  wheat  has  prov¬ 
ed  fo  far  deficient,  as  to  require  the  f 
adoption  of  the  fpeedieft  and  moft 
effectual  meafures  for  the  remedy  or 
alleviation  of  fo  great  an  evil.  They 
were  therefore  of  opinion,  that  they  : 
fliould  befl  perform  their  duty  by 
diredting  their  immediate  attention 
to  the  confideration  of  fuch  mea-  t 
fures ;  and  have,  on  that  account, 
deferred  for  the  prefent  purfuing  a  : 
detailed  inquiry  into  the  exa#  a- 
mount  of  fuch  deficiency  ;  but  they 
propofe  to  report  the  fame  more  par¬ 
ticularly  to  the  houfe,  when  they 
fhall  have  received  fuch  further  in¬ 
formation  as  may  enable  them  to 
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colled  more  fully  the  general  opinion, 
upon  a  point  which  they  ai  e  fenfible  it 
is  impoSible  at  any  time  to  afcertain 
with  any  great  degree  of  accuracy. 

The  ti r it  and  moft  obvious  mode  of 
fupplying  this  deficiency  is,  the  im¬ 
portation  of  grain  from  foreign  parts 
— and  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  an 
opinion  as  to  what  may  be  the  prof- 
ped  of  fupply  from  thence,  and  'the 
moft  expedient  means  to  be  adopted 
for  procuring  it,  your  committee 
proceeded  to  examine  fuch  perfons, 
from  whofe  knowledge  and  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  trade  of  corn  they  could 
expefft  the  beft  information.  It  ap¬ 
peared  from  their  concurrent  tefti- 
mony,  that,  though  the  crop  of 
wheat  in  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  in  the  countries  bordering 
upon  the  Mediterranean,  was  re- 
prelented  as  abundant;  and  in  the 
northern  and  eaftern  parts  of  Europe 
as  not  materially  deficient;  yet,  as 
the  old  ftock  wras  much  exhaufted, 
and  the  demand  great,  the  price,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laft  advices,  was  eve¬ 
ry  where  uncommonly  high.  But, 
though  there  was  upon  this  point 
fome  difference  of  opinion,  it  appear¬ 
ed  upon  the  whole  very  doubtful 
whether  a  fupply  to  any  confiderable 
extent  could  be  depended  upon  from 
foreign  parts,  whatever  meafures 
might  be  adopted.  Your  commit¬ 
tee  next  proceeded  to  inquire  what 
meafures,  in  the  judgment  of  thefe 
perfons,  afforded  the  beft  probability 
of  obtaining  fuch  a  fupply.  They 
thought  it  right  to  bring  diftinctiy 
under  their  confideration  the  alterna¬ 
tive  of  leaving;  the  whole  care  of 
fuch  purchafes  to  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment,  who  would  (it  w'as  con¬ 
ceived)  be  in  fuch  cafe  the  only  pur- 
chafers,  and  be  publicly  known  to 
be  fo ;  or  of  leaving  the  fame  to  the 
fpeculation  of  individual  merchants, 
Vol.XXXVJII. 
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encouraged  by  a  liberal  bounty  on 
importation,  and" by  a  public  decla¬ 
ration  on  the  part  of  government  (as 
foon  as  fuch  declaration  (hall  be 
practicable)  of  the  quantity  which 
they  may  then  have  at  their  difpo- 
lal  in  confequence  of  former  orders, 
and  of  their  intention  to  give  no  fur¬ 
ther  orders  for  the  purchafe  of  corn, 
and  to  fell  what  may  have  been  pro¬ 
cured,  in  limited  quantities,  and  at 
the  market  price.  It  appeared  to 
your  committee  to  be  the  preponde¬ 
rant  opinion  amongft  thofe  perfons 
to  whom  this  alternative  was  ftated, 
that,  upon  the  whole,  the  reftoration 
of  the  trade  in  corn  to  its  natural 
channel,  with  the  additional  en¬ 
couragement  of  a  bounty,  was  the 
moft  eligible  mode  of  endeavouring 
to  procure  from  foreign  parts  fuch 
iupplies  as  thofe  markets  might  be 
found  able  to  furnilh.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  were  further  confirmed  in  this 
opinion  by  the  information  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  fome  of  their  members, 
that  there  were  merchants  who  had 
ftated  to  them  their  readinefs,  under 
thofe  circumltances,  to  engage  in 
lpeculations  to  a  large  extent.  After 
a  full  confideration  and  difcuftion  of 
this  important  point,  your  commit¬ 
tee  were  of  opinion,  “  that  it  was 
“  expedient  for  the  executive  go- 
“  vernment  to’defift  from  making 
“  any  further  purchafes  of  corn ;  and 
“  that  a  bounty  fhould  be  granted 
“  upon  the  importation  of  certain 
“  forts  of  grain  into  this  country,  for 
“  the  encouragement  of  private  fpa- 
“  culationU 

Your  committee  next  proceeded 
to  the  confideration  of  the  amount 
and  diftribution  of  fuch  bounty. 
They  had  been  informed  that,  from 
the  abundance  of  the  crop  of  wheat 
in  the  countries  bordering  upon  the 
M  editerranean.  there  might  be  a  con- 
F  .  fidemble 
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fiderable  difpofeable  furplus  in  thofe 
markets;  but  that,  from  the  high 
price  of  freight  and  infurahce  from 
thofe  ports,  and  from  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  fhipping  to  go  thither 
in  ballad,  a  larger  bounty  would  be 
required  to  encourage  private  /pe¬ 
culation  in  that  quarter  than  in  any 
other;  they  were  therefore  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  a  bounty  of  twenty  (hil¬ 
lings  per  quarter,  and  a  proportion¬ 
ate  bounty  per  barrel,  fliould  be 
given  on  any  number  of  quarters  of 
wheat,  weighing  not  lefs  than  440 
pounds  avoirdupois,  or  bn  any  num¬ 
ber  of  barrels  of  flour,  weighing  not 
lefs  than  19G  pounds  avoirdupois,, 
which  fir  all  be  imported  into  Great 
Britain  from  any  port  of  Europe 
fouth  of  Cape  Finifterre,  or  from  any 
port  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  in 
Africa,  before  the  31ft  day  of  Au- 
gud,  1796 ;  until  the  quantity  of  fuch 
wheat  and  flour,  taken  together, 
fli all  equal  300,000  quarters. 

They  were  further  fatisd  1,  upon 
the  bed  information  they  could  col¬ 
led,  that  from  the  other  parts  of 
Europe,  and  from  America,  a  bounty 
of  15s.  per  quarter  upon  a  certain 
quantity  of  wheat,  and  of  10s.  per 
quarter  upon  all  exceeding  it,  would 
be  fufficient  to  give  a  fair  chance  of 
procuring  for  the  Britifh  markets  a 
large  proportion  of  whatever  fupply 
thofe  countries  might  be  expecled  to 
furnidi  beyond  their  own  confump- 
tion :  and  they  were  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  a  bounty  of  fifteen 
/hillings  per  quarter,  and  a* propor¬ 
tional  bounty  per  barrel,  fliould  be 
given  on  any  number  of  quarters  of 
wheat,  weighing  not  lefs  than  440 
pounds  avoirdupois,  or  on  any  num¬ 
ber  of  barrels  of  flour,  weighing  not 
lefs  than  196  pounds' avoirdupois, 
which  fliall  be  imported  from  all 
.other  parts  of  Europe,  before  the 
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31ft  day  of  Augud  1796;  until  the 
quantity  of  fuch  wheat  and  flour, 
taken  together,  fliall  equal  500,000 
quarters.  Your  committee  were  alfo 
of  opinion,  that  a  bounty  of  fifteen 
{hillings  per  quarter,  and  a  propor¬ 
tional  bounty  per  barrel,  fliould  be 
given  on  any  number  of  quarters  of 
wheat,  weighing  not  lefs  than  4401b* 
avoirdupois,  or  on  any  number  of 
barrels  of  flour,  weighing  not  lefs 
than  lgfilb.  avoirdupois,  which  fliall 
be  imported  from  any  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  colonies  in  America,  or  from  the 
United  States,  before  the  3  id  of  Au¬ 
gud  1796  ;  until  the  quantity  of  fuch 
wheat  and  dour  taken  together,  dial! 
equal  500,000  quarters.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  were  alfo  of  opinion,  that  a 
bounty  of  ten  /hillings  per  quarter, 
and  a  proportional  bounty  per  bar¬ 
rel,  fliould  be  given  on  any  number 
of  quarters  of  wheat,  weighing  not 
lefs  than  4401b.  avoirdupois,  or  on 
any  number  of  barrels  of  flour, 
weighing  not  lefs  than  1961b.  avoir¬ 
dupois,  which  fliall  be  imported  into 
Great  Britain  before  the  3 id  day  of 
Augud  1796,  and  on  which  none  of 
the  before-mentioned  bounties  fliall 
have  been  paid. 

Your  committee  being  convinced, 
that  if  a  con/iderable  quantity  of  In¬ 
dian  corn  could  be  obtained  (which 
from  the  abundance  of  that  crop  ap¬ 
pears  not  improbable)  it  would  af¬ 
ford  a  material  relief,  were  alfo  of 
opinion,  that  a  bounty  of  five  /hil¬ 
lings  per  quarter,  and  a  proportional 
bounty  per  barrel,  fliould  be  given  on 
any  number  ofquarters  of  Indian  corn, 
or  011  any  number  of  barrels  of  Indian 
meal,  which  /hall  be  imported  into 
Great  Britain  before  the  31ft  day  of 
Augud  1796;  until  the  quantity  of 
fuch  Indian  corn  and  meal,  taken 
together,  fliall  equal  500,000  quar¬ 
ters.  Your  committee  were  alfo  of 

opinion. 
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opinion,  that  a  bounty  of  three  /hil¬ 
lings  per  quarter,  and  a  proportional 
bounty  per  barrel,  fhould  be  given  on 
any  number  of  quarters  of  Indian 
corn,  or  on  any  number  of  barrels  of 
Indian  meal,  which  /hall  be  imported 
into  Great  Britain  before  the  3 ill 
day  of  Au'guft,  1796  ;  and  on  which 
the  before-mentioned  bounty  /hall 
not  have  been  paid. 

Your  committee  have  fome  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  there  may  ap¬ 
pear  fuch  a  deficiency  in  the  crop 
of  rye,  as  may  lead  to  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  fimilar  meafures  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  importation  of 
that  fpecies  of  grain,  as  have  been 
recommended  refpeding  wheat;  but 
they  do  not  yet  confider  their  infor¬ 
mation  upon  that  point  as  fufficient 
to  authorize  them,  at  the  prefent 
moment,  to  report  any  opinion  to 
that  effect 

Your  comipittee  have  thought  it 
incumbent  upon  them,  humbly  to 
fugged  fuch  meafures  as  have  hi¬ 
therto  appeared,  in  their  judgment, 
the  molt  likely  to  facilitate  the  pro¬ 
curing,  without  lots  of  time,  in  the 
leafl  exceptionable  manner,  and  on 
the  lead;  unreafonable  terms,  the 
largeft  fupply  of  grain  from  foreign 
parts,  which,  in  the  prefent  relative 
Hate  of  the  markets,  they  can  be 
expeded  to  afford.  It  was  parti¬ 
cularly  with  a  view  to  expedition 
that  they  have  luggefted  the  pro- 
pofed  plan  of  arranging  the  bounty. 
But  they  feel  it,  at  the  fame  time, 
their  indifpenfable  duty  exprefsly 
to  ftate,  that  they  are  far  from  en¬ 
tertaining  any  opinion  that  any 
fupply,  by  importation,  can  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  to  fuch  an  amount  as 
to  remove  the  necelfity  of  recurring 
to  every  other  practicable  and  rea¬ 
sonable  mode,  by  which  the  prefent 
fcarcity  may  be  relieved ;  an$l  par¬ 


ticularly  of  attending  to  ftrid  eco- 
nomy  in  the  confumption  of  wheat 
and  dour,  and  of  promoting  the  fub- 
Hitution,  to  a  certain  extent,  of 
other  articles  of  food. 

They  intend  to  proceed  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  eonfideration  of  thele 
and  other  parts  of  this  extenfive 
and  important  fubjed;  and  will, 
with  the  permillion  of  the  houfe, 
report,  from  time  to  time,  fuch 
opinions  as  they  may  be  enabled  to 
form  thereupon. 

Second  report  from  the  feleB  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  take  into  con * 
fi deration  the  prefent  high  price  of 

Corn. 

THE  feled  committee  appointed 
to  take  into  eonfideration  the  pre¬ 
lent  high  price  of  corn,  and  to  col¬ 
led  evidence  relative  thereto,  and 
to  report  the  lame  from  time  to 
time,  as  it  fhall  appear  to  them,  to 
the  houfe,  with  their  oblervations 
thereupon,  —  have  received,  fines 
their  lad  report,  further  informa¬ 
tion  refpeding  the  deficiency  in  the 
crop  of  rye,  and  the  great  want  of 
that  article  in  thole  parts  of  the 
country  where  it  forms  the  princi¬ 
pal  fulrfiflence  of  the  people ;  and 
they  are  thereby  induced  to  think 
that  fimilar  meafures  ought  to  be 
adopted  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  importation  of  that  fpccies  of 
grain,  as  have  been  recommended 
refpeding  wheat.  They  beg  leave 
therefore  to  fubmit  their  opinion  to 
the  houfe,  that  a  bounty  of  ten  /hil¬ 
lings  per  quarter  /hould  be  given 
for  every  quarter  of  rye,  weighing 
not  lei's  than  fifty  pounds  per  bu/hel, 
which  /hall  be  imported  into  Great 
Britain  before  the  30th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1796,  until  the  quantity  of 
fucli  rye  /hall  exceed  100,000  quar¬ 
ters  ;  and  alfo  that  a  bounty  of  fix 
F  2  /hillings 
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ihillings  per  quarter  fhould  be  given 
for  every  quarter  of  rye  which  flia.il 
be  imported  into  Great  Britain  be¬ 
fore  the  30th  day  of  September, 
1706,  exceeding  the  quantity  to 
which  the  before-mentioned  bounty 
is  limited. 

Your  committee  are  alfo  inclined 
to  recomm  end  an  ex  tendon  of  the 
period  for  which  the  feveral  bounties 
on  grain  and  flour  are  propofed  to 
be  granted.  "They  obierve,  from 
the  weekly  returns  of  the  price  of 
wheat  in  the  whole  kingdom,  and 
of  the  price  and  quantity  in  the 
London  market  fince  January  laft, 
that  the  higheft  price  and  the  great- 
eit  fcarcity  took  place  during  the 
months  of  Juty  and  Auguft,  and 
particularly  in  the  latter.  Thefe, 
therefore,  are  the  months  for  which 
it  is  moft  important  to  provide;  and 
they  are  led  to  fear,  that  if  the 
bounty  is  confined  to  fuch  corn  as 
may  arrive  before  the  31ft  of  Au¬ 
guft,  merchants  may  be  difcouraged 
from  fending  fupplies  to  this  country 
during  that  month,  by  the  appre- 
henfion  that  they  may  not  arrive  in 
time  to  be  entitled  to  the  bounty. 
They  beg  leave  therefore  to  fugged 
an  extenfion  of  the  time  to  the  30th 
of  September ;  and  fhdy'  fubrnit, 
whether  it  might,  not  alfo  be  expe¬ 
dient  to  place,  in  proper  hands,  a 
difcretionary  power  of  allowing  the 
bounties  to  fuch  fliips  as  may  arrive 
before  the  15th  of  October,  upon 
proof  of  their  having  actually  fet 
fail  for  Great  Britain,  from  their 
rdpedive  ports,  at  fuch  time  that 
they  might,  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  their  'voyage,  have  arrived  before 
the  36th  of  September. 

Your  committee  have  alfo  re¬ 
ceived  a  fugged  ion  from  merchants 
trading  to  the  fouthern  parts  of 
Europe  and  to  Africa,  that  it  would 
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be  advifeable  to  enlarge  the  quan- 
tity  to  which  the  higheft  bounty 
upon  corn,  brought  from  thofe  quar¬ 
ters,  was  propofed  to  be  limited : 
they  do  not  ftate  an  expectation  that 
the  whole  of  that  quantity  can  be 
procured;  but  they  are  apprehenfive 
that  the  original  limitation  may 
tend  to  check  fpeculation,  by  the 
fear  of  exceeding  the  quantity  fpe- 
cified — and  they  propofe,  therefore, 
that  the  higheft  bounty  Ihould  be 
extended  to  400,000  quarters. 

Y^our  committee  Have  alfo  ex¬ 
amined  feveral  merchants  refpeding 
the  proportion  which  the  bountjr 
upon  flour  ought  to  bear  to  that 
upon  wheat;  they  have  been  fatis- 
fied  by  this  examination  that,  in 
conflderation  of  the  various  fixes 
and  weight  of  the  barrels  ufed  in 
different  countries,  it  would  be  more 
advifeable  to  grant  a  bounty  on  the 
hundred-weight  of  flour  than  on  the 
barrel,  as  had  been  at  firft  fuggefted  ; 
that  it  is  expedient  to  adopt,  on  the 
importation  of  wheat  and  wheat 
flour,  the  fame  proportion  of  boun¬ 
ties  which  has  been  already  efta- 
blithed  by  the  legiflature  on  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  the  fame  (i.  e.)  is.  6d. 
per  hundred  weight  of  wheat  flour, 
as  equivalent  to  5s.  per  quarter  of  I 
wheat ;  and  that  the  fame  rule 
ought  to  be  applied  to  Indian  corn 
and  meal. 

In  fuggefting,  in  their  former  re¬ 
port,  that  the  bounty  given  on  wheat 
ought  to  be  limited  to  fuch  as 
weighed  not  lefs  than  at  the  rate 
of  55  pounds  per  buffiel,  your  com¬ 
mittee  proceeded  on  information 
then  received,  that  wheat  of  a  lower 
weight  was  ufuaily  of  fo  inferior  a 
quality,  as  to  be  unfit  for  the  ufe  of 
man ;  and  under  a  full  perfuafion 
ol  the  neceflity  of  fixing  fome  limit, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  objetft,  for 

which 
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which  the  bounty  is  given,  from 
being  defeated  by  the  importation 
of  corn  inapplicable  to  the  fubfift- 
ence  of  the  people.  They  have 
fmce  received  further  information, 
which  has  fatisfied  them,  that 
wheat,  naturally  of  fomewhat  a 
lower  weight,  may  produce  whole- 
fome  lood ;  and  that  cargoes,  not 
unfrequently,  arrive  out  of  condition, 
in  confequence  of  which  the  weight 
is  for  the  time  diminifhed,  though 
it  foon  recovers ;  and  that  it  might 
prove  an  inconvenient  reftraint  on 
Speculation,  if  the  merchant  were 
expoled  to  lofe  the  whole  of  the 
bounty,  by  a  flight  inattention  of 
his  agents  abroad,  or  by  a  tempora¬ 
ry  and  accidental  deterioration  of 
the  article  imported :  they  are 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  a  bounty, 
equal  to  four-fifths  of  the  propofed 
bounty,  fhould  be  given  on  all 
wheat  weighing  not  lefs  than  at 
the  rate  of  fifty-three  pounds  per 
bufhel. 

Your  committee  having  tinted 
fuch  further  obfervations  as  they 
have  thought  neceflary,  refpecting 
the  amount  of  the  bounties,  and  the 
limitations  as  to  weight  and  quan¬ 
tity,  and  time,  beg  leave  to  recom¬ 
mend,  for  the  prevention  of  fraud, 
that  all  corn  and  flour  imported  for 
bounty  fhould  be  fubjed,  in  addition 
to  the  infpedion  of  the  proper  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  cuftoms,  to  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  perfons  qualified  to  judge 
thereof;  that  without  the  certificate 
of  fuck  perfons,  flaring  that  the  ar¬ 
ticle  is  merchantable  and  fit  for 
making  bread,  no  bounty  fhould  be 
paid;  and  that  the  importation  of 
corn  and  flour  for  bountv  fhould  be 
confined  to  fuch  ports  in  which  it  is 
probable  that  perfons  fo  qualified 
cnay  be  found. 

Your  committee  have  alfo  re¬ 


69 

ceived  information  that  there  are 
fhips  now  in  the  ports  of  this  coun¬ 
try  laden  with  corn,  which  are  in¬ 
tended  to  be  reported  for  expor¬ 
tation,  and  that  other  fhips  may 
arrive,  the  conflgnees  of  which  may 
fend  their  cargoes  to  foreign  ports, 
unlefs  tempted  by  the  bounty  to 
unload  them  here;  and  they  beg 
leave,  therefore,  to  fubmit  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  extending  the  bounty  to 
the  cargoes  of  all  fhips  which  may 
now  be  in  the  ports  of  this  country, 
or  may  arrive  here  previous  to  the 
paffing  of  the  ad  by  which  it  is  to 
be  granted. 

Third  Report  from  the  Seleff  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  take  into  con - 
f deration  the  prefent  high  price 
of  Corn. 

THE  feled  committee  appointed 
to  take  into  eonflderation  the  pre¬ 
fent  high  price  of  corn,  and  to  col¬ 
led  evidence  relative  thereto,  and 
to  report  the  fame  from  time  to 
time,  as  it  fhall  appear  to  them,  to 
the  houfe,  with  their  obfervations 
thereupon,  have  received,  fmce  their 
fir  ft  report,  a  confiderable  number 
of  returns,  made  by  the  cutiodes 
rotulorum  of  the  different  counties, 
refpeding  the  ftate  of  the  laft  crop, 
together  with  much  additional  intel¬ 
ligence  upon  that  fubjed  communi¬ 
cated  by  many  of  their  members. 
They  find  it,  however,  impoffible  as 
yet  to  draw,  either  from  thefe  re¬ 
turns  or  from  any  other  quarter,  a 
precife  conclulion.  The  returns  are 
fo  incomplete  in  their  number,  and 
are  founded  upon  fo  many  different 
principles,  lome  tiating  the  whole 
quantities  of  grain  produced,  others 
the  number  of  acres  fown,  and 
others  again  the  average  produce  of 
each  acre ;  and  drawing,  in  fome 
inftances,  a  companion  with  the 
F  $  crop 
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crop  of  laft  year,  in  others  with 
that  of  certain  preceding  years,  and 
in  others  with  what  is  generally 
called  a  fair  crop,  that  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  combine  and 
compare  them,  fo  as  to  ltate  accu¬ 
rately  the  refult  of  the  whole. 

Your  committee  would  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  render  this  inveftiga- 
tion  more  complete,  if  they  had 
not  felt  the  great  importance  of 
fuggefting,  without  further  delay, 
fuch  meafures  as  have  occurred  to 
them  for  alleviating  an  evil  which 
evidently  exifts  to  fuch  an  extent 
as  to  call  for  the  moft  effectual  re¬ 
medy. 

From  the  belt  confideration  of 
fuch  information  as  they  have  hi¬ 
therto  obtained,  they  fhould  not  feel 
themfelves  authorized  in  affuming, 
as  the  ground  of  any  opinion  they 
may  offer,  that  the  deficiency  of 
the  crop  of  wheat  is  lefs  than  from 
cne  fifth  to  one  fixth,  compared 
with  the  crop  of  laft  year,  and  from 
one  fourth  to  one  fifth,  compared 
with  an  average  crop.  The  crop 
of  rye,  of  which  no  great  quantity 
is  ufually  grown,  may  probably  be 
confidered  as  equally  deficient ;  but 
the  crops  of  barley  and  oats  are 
reprefented  to  be  nearly  double 
thofe  of  1794,  and  at  leaft  one  fifth 
better  than  an  average  crop. 

It  appears  alfo,  from  the  concur¬ 
rent  teffimony  of  intelligent  per- 
fons,  that  the  liock  of  wheat  in 
hand  at  the  commencement  of  the 
laft  harveft  was  much  lefs  than  at 
the  fame  period  of  the  preceding 
year,  and  there  is  alfo  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  a  larger  quantity  has  been 
ufed  for  feed  in  the  prefent  feed 
time  than  in  the  laft. — One  of  the 
caufes  of  the  extreme  high  price 
which  prevailed  antecedent  to  the 
laft  harveft,  was  generally  fuppofed 
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to  be  the  very  exhaufted  ftate  to 
which  the  ftock  of  the  country  had 
then  been  reduced.  In  order  to 
avoid  a  repetition  of  this  evil,  to 
the  fame  or  to  a  much  greater  ex¬ 
tent  (if  the  fucceeding  crop  fhould,, 
from  unfavourable  feafons,  be  later 
or  lefs  productive  than  ufual)  it  is 
certainly  extremely  delirable  that 
the  ftock  remaining  in  the  country  1 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
harveft  fhould  be  more  adequate  to 
the  demand  than  what  remained 
this  year  at  a  fimilar  period.  What¬ 
ever  is  neceffary  for  this  purpofe, 
ought  therefore  to  be  added  to  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency. 

Your  committee  have  ftated  thefe 
circumftances  to  the  houfe,  in  order 
to  explain  more  fully  the  grounds 
of  their  opinion,  that  there  will  be  ' 
no  fecurity  againft  very  confiderable 
diftrefs  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing 
year,  unlefs  the  deficiency  of  wheat 
and  rye  can  he  fupplied  by  importa¬ 
tion,  or  unlefs  other  means  can  be 
found,  by  w  hich,  out  of  the  ftock  of 
different  forts  of  grain  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  a  comfortable  and  wholefome  , 
fubfiftence  can  be  furnifhed  to  the 
people  during  the  whole  of  that 
period.  f 

Upon  the  firft  part  of  this  alter¬ 
native,  your  committee  have  al¬ 
ready  humbly  fubmitted  their  opi¬ 
nion  ;  and  though  they  flatter  them¬ 
felves,  that  from  the  adoption  of 
the  meafures  now  in  contemplation 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  im¬ 
portation  of  wheat,  of  Indian  corn, 
and  of  rye,  fome  confiderable  fup- 
plies  may  be  procured  from  foreign 
parts,  yet  they  fhould  think  it  un¬ 
wife  to  refl  in  any  great  degree 
upon  the  hope  that  fuch  fupplies 
can  cover  a  large  proportion  of  the 
deficiency.  Your  committee  would 
feel  great  regret  in  ftating  this  to 
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the  houfe,  if  they  were  not  alfo  of 
opinion,  upon  the  fulled  conddera- 
tion,  that  the  country  podedes  other 
refources,  both  more  ex  ten  five,  and 
more  fecure,  in  an  economical  ufe 
of  the  dock  of  wheat  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  in  the  abundant  crops  of 
barley,  of  oats,  and  of  potatoes. 

It  is  obvious,  that  there  mud  he 
a  very  numerous  clafs  of  families 
where,  in  times  of  ordinary  plenty, 
the  confumption  of  wheaten  bread 
and  of  flour  is  by  no  means  an  .ob¬ 
ject  of  dried  regulation  and  atten¬ 
tion  ;  and  it  can  be  as  little  doubted, 
that,  uhder  fuch  a  predirre  as  the 
prefent,  an  important  redu&ion 
might  be  .effe&ed  in  this  refpeft, 
without  diminiffiing,  in  any  degree., 
the  quantity  necefiary  for  fubfift- 
ence.  It  is  alfo  to  be  remarked, 
that  the  confumption  of  this  clafs 
of  perfons  and  their  families,  to¬ 
gether  with  another  clafs,  far  more 
■ex tend ve,  confids  in  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  other  articles  than  Thread  ; 
and  that  the  dtuation  of  thofe  dalles 
may  enable  them,  as  circumdances 
require,  to  augment  in  feme  degree 
that  proportion,  and  thereby  to  leave 
a  larger  ihare  of  the  dock  of  wheat 
to  thole  for  whole  fublidence  it  is 
more  immediately  effential. 

The  reduction  of  the  confump- 
lion  of  wheat  may  be  condderably 
aided  amongd  this  defeription  of 
•perfons,  and,  in  a  great  degree,  ex¬ 
tended  to  all  claffes  of  the  people, 
if  they  can  be  induced  to  employ 
the  other  relource  to  which  your 
committee  have  referred,  and  to 
•avail  themfelves  of  the  abundance 
of  other  crops  to  fupply  the  defi¬ 
ciency  of  wheat. 

For  the  purpofe  of  afeertaining 
in  what  proportion  the  articles  be¬ 
fore  enumerated,  and  others,  could 
be  mixed  with  wheat,  fo  as  to  pro- 
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duce  a  bread  likely  to  anfwer  the 
purpoles  of  general  confumption, 
your  committee  have  examined  the 
J'efult  of  a  variety  of  experiments, 
made  by  the  victualling  office,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  and  ordered  to  be  communicated 
to  them;  and  of  further  experiments, 
fince  made  by  the  fame  office,  under 
the  direction  of  your  committee  ; 
and  have  been  alfo  abided  by  the 
board  of  agriculture,  who  have  com¬ 
municated  to  them  an  account  of 
trials  made  with  a  ftill  greater  va¬ 
riety  of  mixtures.  Your  committee 
fee  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  good 
bread  may  be  made  from  any  of 
•thefe  mixtures,  with  no  greater  pro¬ 
portion  than  three-fifths  or  two- 
thirds  of  wheaten  dour ;  and  there  is 
the  bed  reafon  for  concluding  that 
fuch  bread  would  be  wholefome  and 
nutritive,  becaufe  in  many  parts  of 
this  country,  where  labour  and  in- 
dudry  are  carried  to  as  great  an 
extent  as  in  any  other,  the  people 
are  wholly  fed  by  bread  made  of 
fome  one  or  more  of  the  component 
parts  of  thefe  mixtures.  Your 
committee  are  further  encouraged 
in  this  opinion,  by  finding,  that  in 
the  courfe  of  the  lad  feafon,  the 
ufe  of  mixed  bread  of  various  kinds 
has  been  introduced  into  general 
confumption  in  many  places  whole 
confumption  was  before  confined  to 
wheaten  bread ;  that  the  corffe-  - 
quence  has  been  a  confiderable  re- 
dindion  of  price  to  the  labouring 
poor  in  inch  places ;  and  that  the 
ufe  of  it  has  not  been  found  to  be 
attended  with  any  inconvenience.- 
The  variety  of  different  fpecies  of 
mixed  bread  is  fuch,  as  to  oii'er  a 
confiderable  number  of  alternatives 
to  different  parts  of  the  country; 
and  they  will  be  naturally  led  to 
fele<d  thofe  which  are  lead  foreign 
F  4  to 
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to  their  habits  and  prejudices,  and 
of  which,  from  local  circumltances, 
they  can  molt  conveniently  procure 
a  fupply. 

That  the  facrifice  of  fome  degree 
of  indulgence,  or  of  prejudice,  is  one, 
which,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  can  be  made,  and  ought  to 
be  made,  and  that  without  fuch  a 
facrifice  to  a  confiderable  extent,  the 
country  will  be  expoled  to  hill  great¬ 
er  difficulties  than  thofe  with  which 
it  has  fo  lately  contended,  is  an 
opinion  with  which  your  committee 
are  fo  hrongly  impreffed,  that  they 
cannot  too  earneftly  recommend  it 
to  the  ferious  attention  of  this  houfe, 
and  of  the  nation  at  large. 

Deeply,  however,  as  they  feel 
this  impreffion,  they  are  far  from 
propofing  any  legiflative  meafure  to 
force  a  compliance  with  this  fuggef- 
tion.l  They  well  know  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this,  and  of  every  other  coun¬ 
try,  are  attached  by  habit  to  their 
accufiomed  lpecies  of  food ;  and  that 
however  they  may,  by  recommen¬ 
dation  and  example,  be  induced  to 
make  a  partial  change,  yet  any  hid¬ 
den  and  compulfory  alteration  might, 
perhaps,  be  more  fenlibly  felt  than 
the  very  grievance  it  was  intended 
to  remedy. 

There  are  indeed  many  precedents 
in  the  hatutes  of  this  country,  of  the 
interpofitiori  of  the  legifiature  for 
this  purpofe,  at  times  when,  from 
the  lefs  advanced  fiate  of  cultivation 
and  commerce,  diftrefles  of  this  kind 
occurred  much  more  frequently  and 
feverely  than  at  later  periods ;  and 
even  in  more  recent  times,  an  att 
paffied*  which  authorizes  magi- 
fl rates,  whenever  they  think  the 
cafe  requires,  to  fet  the  affize  upon 
$andard  wheaten  bread  alone,  and 


thereby  to  prohibit  the  making  of 
all  other  forts  of  bread.  Your  com¬ 
mittee,  however,  entertain  great 
hopes,  that  without  applying  this 
principle  to  the  prefent  cafe,  the 
general  impreffion  produced  by  the 
late  didrels,  and  continued  by  the 
prelent  fcarcity,  will  incline  men  of 
all  defcriptions  to  unite  voluntarily 
in  the  only  meafure  which  can  give 
effectual  and  immediate  relief;  and 
they  conceive,  that  if  this  houfe 
fhould  give  to  fuch  a  meafure  the 
fan&ion  of  its  example  and  recom¬ 
mendation,  there  could  be  little 
doubt  of  its  being  adopted  by  a  proj 
portion  of  the  community  fufficiently 
numerous  to  fecure  the  attainment 
of  the  object  in  view. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  fub* 
mit  this  fuggeftion  to  the  wildom  of 
the  houfe ;  and  they  hope  it  will  not 
be  thought  beyond  the  line  of  their 
duty,  if,  upon  an  occafion  fo  urgent 
in  point  of  time,  they  prefume  alfo 
to  luggeft  the  principal  points  which 
fuch  an  engagement  ought,  in  their 
humble  opinion,  to  embrace. 

To  reduce  the  confumption  of 
wheat  in  the  families  of  the  perfons 
fubfcribing  fuch  engagement,  by  at 
leatl  one  third  of  the  ufual  quantity 
confumed  in  ordinary  times. 

In  order  to  effect  this  purpoffi, 
either  to  limit  to  that  extent  the 
quantity  of  fine  wheaten  bread  con- 
fumed  by  each  individual  in  fuch 
families ; 

Or,  to  confume  only  mixed  bread, 
of  which  not  more  than  two  thirds 
fliall  be  made  of  wheat ; 

Or,  only  a  proportional  quantity 
of  mixed  bread,  of  which  more  than 
two-thirds  is  made  of  wheat; 

Or,  a  proportional  quantity  of 
bread  made  of  wheat  alone,  from 
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which  no  more  than  five  pounds  of 
bran  is  excluded ; 

If  it  fhould  be  neceffary,  in  order 
to  eff'edt  the  purpofe  of  this  engage¬ 
ment,  to  prohibit;  the  ufe  of  wheaten 
flour  in  paltry,  and  to  diminilh,  as 
much  as  poffible,  the  ufe  thereof  in 
other  articles  than  bread  ; 

By  one  or  more  of  thefe  meafures, 
or  by  any  other  which  may  be  found 
equally  effectual,  and  more  expedi¬ 
ent  and  practicable,  in  the  refpedtive 
fituations  of  perfons  fubfcribing,  to 
infure  to  the  utmofl  of  their  power 
the  reduction  above  mentioned. 

This  engagement  to  continue  in 
force  until  fourteen  days  after  the 
next  feflion  of  parliament,  unlefs  the 
average  price  of  wheat  /hall,  before 
that  time,  be  reduced  to  an  amonnt 
to  be  fpecified. 

v  «  <  ^  r,m  \  ,• 

Appendix  to  the  Third  Report  from 
the  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  prefent 
high  price  of  Corn. 

THE  committee  beg  leave  to  lav 
before  the  houfe,  as  an  appendix  to 
their  laft  report,  an  account  of  the 
experiments  made  by  the  victualling 
office  upon  different  kinds  of  mixed 
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bread,  under  the  directions  of  the 
privy  council,  and  of  this  commit¬ 
tee  ;  they  have  not  thought  it  necef- 
lary  to  add  to  the  account  of  the  ex¬ 
periments  made  by  the  board  of 
agriculture,  as  they  underhand  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  that  board  to 
communicate  that  account  to  the 
public,  together  with  their  obferva- 
tions  thereupon. 

The  committee  have  proceeded  to 
take  into  their  further  conhderation 
different  branches  of  this  extenfive 
fubjeft.  Being  aware,  however,  that 
fome  of  them  contain  matter  which 
oughtnotto.be  made  the  objecft  of  re¬ 
gulation,  except  upon  mature  delibe¬ 
ration,  and  a  clear  convi6tion  of  ne- 
ceffity,  they  have  thought  it  moft 
confident  with  their  duty,  to  defer 
making  any  further  report  till  after 
the  recefs  ;  but  they  beg  leave  to  add 
to  this  appendix,  a  few  papers  which 
have  been  communicated  to  them  ; 
not  as  intimating  any  opinion  what- 
foever,  as  to  the  different  obferva- 
tions  and  fuggeftioas  contained  in 
thefe  papers,  but  with  a  view  of 
drawing  attention  to  the  principal 
points  of  which  it  may  be  neceffary 
for  the  committee  to  refume  the 
confideration. 
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Victualling  Office,  Zth  Dec .  1795. 

An  Account ,  Jhewing  the  produce  of  one  quarter  of  wheat ,  barley ,  oats ,  rye,  and  Indian  corn, 
reJpeShvely,  dreffied  through  a  twenty-one  Jhilling  cloth ;  prepared  in  purfuance  of  a  letter 
from  the  honourable  Dudley  Byder ,  chairman  of  the  corn  committee  of  the  honourable 
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K.  B .  The  feveral  fpecies  of  grain  (excepting  the  Indian  corn)  above-mentioned  were  Britith,  and  of  the  growth  of 
the  prefent  year;  and  coft,  on  the  26th  October  1 795»  viz. — Wheat,  99s.  per  quarter — -oats,  29s.  6d, — -barley,  38s,— 
rye>  50s*  6d — Indian  corn,  46s.  At  which  time  the  middlings  from  wheat  were  worth  96s.  per  quarter  of  10  bulhels 
of  56  lb.  and  the  bran  from  ditto,  10s.  per  quarter  of  10  bulhels  of  16  lb..  But  the  value  of  the  middlings  and  brail 
produced  from  the  other  fpecies  of  grain,  the  Victualling  Board  are  not  of  themfelves  competent  to  fpeak  to. 


US 


V<J  ^  ^ 

3  £ 

53 -1  ~ 

o 


J.  r>i 

V  -  ^ 

cv> 


s 


•Ks 

s3 

52 

O 


N 

*0 


g^ 


•  *\ 


*<o 

•HJ 

c*o 

Q> 


GO 

<M 


^  t: 

.r~  ~ 

^  ,S^ 

bxs  v  .ts 

8^ 

^  fejo  ^ 

^  •*JJ  o  _ 

<5j  .  >^> 

So  x  k^?  o> 

Q>  5j  ^  »< 

*j  R  n  ^  t. 

r§*§^ 

Q> 

'VS.g*. 

&  i  ^  § 
s  ^  -§ 

S  2  §,§  5 

O  £*■} 

53  O  S  ~  ^ 

%)  H^i  'Ki 

5»>  •  ^ 

•  ^ 

SJ0~  *53 

^  *8 
G>  <b  ^ 

S'-  ^  ■*>)  ~a 


:is 

!-£*g 

^•«C5 

!  ^ 

■  <S 


r\ 

%4 

5  $ 

*  Pso 

8 


C> 

5J 

r>0 

^x» 

5- 

8 


§ 


"e 

■$s 

•b 

"53 


^3 

px}  i— i 
^  a'> 


'—  .<a  w  x 

S^o^S 

c*x, 

1^ 

.$*2 
t*xi 

£>  . 

<Xs  he  W  ^ 

t  ®JD  . 

^  .8  5^  *5 

•  *>v  ^  ,*a<r 

^  *C>  ^  ^  8 

x*  C  C 

-  «  oT  •■«  <> 

s  's  k 

?  0-><  |  <3j 

bo  53  •*■>  >■* 

<5  'Sv 

^  j  ^ 

^  <?r  j3  ij . 

5;  ^  ^  ^>v 

^  g  •**-  «r-  <~v> 

S.k  l 

■<i 

H  ^  c: 

Uv 

>.  CiJ 


H«o 

•*>o 


<b 

-  '>-> 

^>  52 


^  ^  ° 
<§  b 

5J  C'.^ 

S  '>j  ^ 


■^s 

.g 


a 

ft 

w 

X 

n 


a 

o 

3 

o 

a 


x 

3 

a 

►j 

x 


UL  PROJECTS.  Tt 

a 

o 

N  t^CO'^-SOClOO  rj-  00  O',  co  o 

’?  2 

^  P*<  pH 

G  S 

# 

£ 

£  co  08  oo  oo  r^»  t^«o  i>co  oo  i>- 

aj 

£  o  «  ^ 
S  r,  ■—  S 

^-^3  0° 
rf_  a 

)3-  -tJ 


V,  "O 
3  <U 

s 

w  _o 

2  « 

S^5  4-J 

tm  TC 

3  "5 

> 

O 


*- 

4) 


^  +  n  o  o  o  ao 

o  ^  M 


^^^OoHOOOOO-iO 


,aJ 


N  O'.  ^  00  iJ^  iO  ^  O  O  m  CO  O 

W  -r~*L  n»  f*-i 


Q l)~V 
~  O 

‘3  .2 

^  E  ^  „• 

!h  >3  f  5 

o  ~  5^  * 

S^'S  , 

o  5  ^  S3d,*’’0C)00C,'€*<3'><^c>'-*s© 

I  t  p>  ■  fs  5  J  I - 1  oh  M  »H  «  *1 

>  i 


3  -3 

~  2  co 

T3  C7"“ 

®  O  % 

^  >  *>  . 

#N  ^  00  *-* 

-2  ~  >  *g 

s  ^>,5  s 
G  J2  4) 

-13  =  K 

O' 


^  S 


a 
a  v 


CO 


r^r>*r>  i^.  i^.  r^.  r^. 


Q 

< 

« 

(A 

W 

b 

o 

so 

fc 

O 

M 

(k 

M 

Ph 

u 

n 

&3 

« 


G 

b 

Q 


*13 

CO 

QJ 

r* 

o 

s 

»  f— 1 

<u‘  2 

4-^ 

03 

03 

TI  ti 

a)  if 

G 

a}  73 

£?  a. 

r«-'  i—^i 

>— 

_G  O 

CO 

CO  ^ 

CO  co 

1  1 

rn 

p—H 

pH  pH 

91 

<D 

O 

*4 

C^J 

4~» 

o 

tt, 

SO 

I 


G 

f-H 

o 

o 

G 
c 3 


co 

CJ 

o 


£  3 

3j  O  - 

■£  cL  o 

O  ^ '»-» 
&  SO  ^ 

so 


4> 

r— — i 
5-i 
C$ 

eg  *p 


*J  rf 

O  C 

Oh  - 


Q 

"Ilf  S 

^  -  S  2 

o.  •  “j  :o 


-25  ‘  S 

b  +-• 


o.  • -;  :o 
,  ,_  oj  G3  -*-1 
2  o3  *  03  G  O 
— t  -O  o  b  »“I  Oh 


c3 

<P 


c  o 


•  r—  .  r— I 

^  G3  "G 

CO  CO  CO 

i  e 

^  N  m 


^  p*  ^ 


osc\«xrv^«srs^ 

OOCOOOCO 


O  T!  G  G  X  O’  o;  G 

CO  CO  MO  SO  SO  SO  so  to 


<n 


I 

c< 


CO  CO  CO  CO 


I^o  o 


CO 


o 

<2; 


—  cs  CO^-sofO  f^cc  O)  O  >-! 


N  O  f'H  OS  OS  ^  —  CO  —  «-. 

O  HH 


-O  oo  os  oo  »  a  «p  o  oo  oo  osl>. 


N 

o 

o 

o 

o 

H 

o 

o 

so 

o 

o  ! 

4-i 

2- « 

o 

T-S 

o 

5^ 

• 

-O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

pH 

?8  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Charles  Dun- 
das,  efq.  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  high  price  of  Corn . 

Sir, 

AS  many  of  the  members  who 
have  attended  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  enquire  into  the  high  price 
of  corn,  may  villt  their  conftituents 
during  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  I  beg 
leave  to  cail  their  attention  to  a  fub- 
je£t  which  I  conceive  does  moft  ma¬ 
terially  affect  the  fale  of  wheat,  and 
to  propofe  a  remedy  for  fome  part  of 
the  grievances  which  are  now  com¬ 
plained  of,  meaning  that  our  confti¬ 
tuents  may  be  confulted,  during  the 
adjournment  of  parliament,  on  the 
practicability  of  adopting  weight  as 
a  regulator  of  meafure.,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  be  the  only  juft  cri¬ 
terion  of  the  quality  of  corn. 

By  this,  jobbing  would  be  annihi¬ 
lated,  and  certainty  would  be  eftab- 
lifhed  in  the  returns  of  your  markets, 
and  in  the  profits  of  the  miller, 
mealman,  and  baker.  At  this  in- 
llant,  notwithftanding  the  prevailing 
opinion,  that  the  Winchefter  bufliel 
is  the  legal  ftandard,  }’et  there  does 
not  exift  a  certain  meafure  in  the 
kingdom.  The  bufliel  kept  in  the 
exchequer  is  lefs  than  eight  of  the 
ftandard  gallons  there,  the  gallon  lefs 
than  four  ftandard  quarts,  and  the 
quart  is  more  than  two  ftandard 
pints.  The  bufliel  of  queen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  1501,  contains  2,124  cubical 
inches  ;  the  gallon  of  the  fame  date, 
271  cubical  inches,  and  the  pint, 
dated  1602,  34^  cubical  inches  : 
Therefore  the  inequalties  of  your  re¬ 
gulating  ftandard  meafures  are  as 
follow. 

Cubical  inch. 

13  Wm.  III.  c.  5.  Round  i8~ 
inches.  Diameter  8  inches  2,150 


The  ftandard  bufliel  in  the  ex¬ 
chequer 

Eight  of  the  ftandard  gallons  2,168 
Thirty-two  of  the  ftandard 
quarts  2,240 

Sixty-four  of  the  ftandard 
pints  2,227 

But  this  inequality  of  your  ftan- 
dard  meafures  is  not  the  grievance 
of  which  I  particularly  complain;  it 
is  the  uncertain  pra&ice  of  felling 
corn  in  the  country  markets  by 
meafures  of  various  fizes,  which  is 
an  evident  fraud  on  the  confumers 
of  bread,  and  an  advantage  to  none 
but  the  jobbers  in  corn,  who,  from 
practice,  are  as  well  acquainted  with 
the  fize  of  every  farmer’s  buftiel  as 
with  his  face.  As  the  meafure 
varies  almoft  every  ten  miles,  the 
difference  is  a  great  encouragement 
to  Gorn  dealers,  and  the  public  are 
deceived  by  feeing  in  the  Gazette 
the  account  of  the  prices  of  grain  in 
the  different  counties,  which  cannot 
be  accurately  colle&ed,  vvhilft  the 
meafures  fo  locally  differ. 

In  markets  where  certainty  of 
meafures  is  not  ftridtly  attended  to, 
all  averages  muft  be  falfe.  In  many, 
where  the  nine  gallon  meafure  is  cuf- 
tomary,  I  have  known  meafures  of 
ten  gallons,  and,  what  is  a  fhameful 1 
fraud  on  the  confumer,  gentlemen's 
bufhels  of  ten  gallons  and  a  half. — 
The  dealers,  knowing  this,  give  an 
advanced  price  for  the  largeft  mea¬ 
fures,  confequentlv  when  the  average 
of  the  market  is  ftruck,  and  a  return 
made  by  a  reduction  of  the  cuftomary 
meafure  of  the  market  to  Winchefter 
meafure,  the  price  of  the  meafures 
of  ten  gallons  being  ranked  as  nine 
gallons,  they  raife  the  price  of  the 
article  conflderably  above  the  value 
it  fold  for.  In  other  markets,  where 
no  average  is  taken,  the  price  of 
bread  is  generall/  fixed  from  the 
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liaheft  fale  of  the  belt  wheat  which 

D 

las  been  in  the  market;  confequent- 
y  the  price  of  flour,  bearing  a  pro- 
)ortionate  value  to  the  wheat  of 
vhich  it  is  made,  and  that  being  put 
it  a  higher  average  (owing  to  this 
alfe  return)  it  follows,  that  bread  is 
old  at  a  dearer  rate  than  it  would 
)e  if  the  fale  of  wheat  was  properly 
egulated. 

It  will  be  faid,  Why  is  not  the  ufe 
)f  the  Winchelter  bufhel  enforced,  as 
.he  law  directs  ?  This  has  been  at- 
empted  during  the  laft  century  with- 
>ut  fticcefs ;  it  is  a  very  unpopular 
jroceeding  to  bring  this  forward, 
fhe  lower  order  of  people  deteft  it, 
from  the  fmallnefs  of  its  contents, 
md,  the  dealers  of  proviflons  indi¬ 
cate  them  to  this,  it  being  their  in- 
.ereft  to  retain  every  uncertainty  in 
eights  and  meafures,  and  this  can¬ 
not  be  enforced  but  by  informations, 
which  do  not  fuit  the  honeft  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  people  of  this  country;  but 
if  it  was  brought  into  general  ufe, 
certainty  (which  is  one  object  of 
this  letter)  could  not  be  obtained; 
for  in  the  aft  of  meafuring,  no  two 
men  fill  the  fame  quantity  into  the 
fame  bufhels,  and  the  manner  of 
linking  the  meafure  is  as  uncertain 
as  that  of  filling  it.  Weight,  regu¬ 
lated  by  the  35th  Geo.  111.  which 
gives  the  magiftrates  a  power  of  pre¬ 
venting  falfe  weights,  would  remedy 
this,  and  prove  the  difference  of  the 
quality  of  good  and  bad  wheat,  which 
is  fuppofed  to  be  nearly  one  third ; 
this  difference  will  fhew  the  fallacy 
of  the  original  formation  of  the 
bufhel,  which  is  to  contain  495,040 
grains  of  wheat,  “  well  dried  and 
“  gathered  out  of  the  middle  of  the 
“  ear/'  notwithstanding  there  is  per¬ 
haps  as  much  difference  in  .ears  of 
wheat,  arifing  from  foil,  climate,  and 
culture,  as  there  is  in  the  uncertain 


79 

meafures  of  this  kingdom.  The  fyf- 
tem  of  weighing  corn  is  praftifed  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  ;  it  is  au¬ 
thorized  to  be  done  by  the  31ft  Geo. 
III.  in  which  aft  the  refpeftive 
weights  of  all  grain  taken  by  the 
bufhel,  and  alfo  of  the  meal  of  the 
different  grains,  is  inferted ;  and  as 
moft  corn  dealers  buy  according  to 
their  judgment  of  the  weight  of  grain, 
and  all  millers  weigh  their  corn  on 
its  being  delivered  at  the  mill,  the 
regulation  which  I  propofe  would  not 
be  ftrange  to  them,  and  it  will  place 
the  fhop-keeper,  manufafturer,  and 
labourer  (who  purchafe  wheat  for 
their  own  ufe)  on  a  fair  footing  with 
dealers.  It  will  reward  the  indultrious 
farmer,  by  giving  the  higheft  price 
to  the  belt  and  cleaneft  corn,  while 
it  expofes  the  idle  and  flovenly  far¬ 
mer,  by  reducing  his  price  to  the 
proportionate  quality  of  his  unpro¬ 
ductive  grain. 

Salt  was  originally  fold  by  mea¬ 
fure — it  is  now  fold  by  weight,  5 <5 1  b . 
to  the  bufhel.  Th^  aft  which  regu¬ 
lated  this,  in  one  inftant  equalized 
all  the  lalt  meafures  in  the  kingdom; 
the  fame  effeft  would  follow  a  fimi- 
lar  proceeding  in  the  fale  of  corn,  by 
which  the  ailize  on  flour  might  be 
juftly  fet,  and  the  relation  between 
the  articles  of  corn,  flour,  and  bread, 
afcertained  and  fairly  regulated,  and 
the  magiftrates  fhouid  be  empowered 
to  control  the  clerk  of  the  market^ 
millers,  and  bakers,  fo  as  to  prevent 
fraud,  which  is  the  only  objeft  of 
any  regulation  which  I  vvifli  to  pro¬ 
pofe  ;  but  perhaps,  if  the  quantity 
to  be  weighed  in  the  market  was 
declared  to  be  not  lefs  than  a 
bufhel,  this  would  meet  the  ideas  of 
many  gentlemen  who  now  complain 
of  the  difficulty  of  the  poor  becom¬ 
ing  the  purchafers  of  fmall  quanti¬ 
ties  of  corn,  and  are  defirous  of  hav¬ 
ing 
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ing  that  quantity  pitched  in  the 
market  as  a  fample.  And  alfo,  as 
the  weight  of  the  bufhel  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  grain  is  fixed  by  the  31ft; 
George  III.  c.  30.  I  {hall  add  that 
regulation  to  what  I  wilhed  to  lub- 
mit  to  the  confideratiori  of  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

lb.  avoirdupoife. 
Bulhel  of  Wheat,  weighing  57 

%e  '  55 

Barley  ^  49 

Beer  or  bigg  42 

Oats  32 

fhall  be  refpedively  deemed  equal 
to  every  ftandard  Winch,  buih. 

Wheat  meal  56 

Wheat  flour  55 

Rye  meal  53 

Barley  meal  48 

Beer  or  bigg  meal  41 
Oatmeal  22 

fhall  be  deemed  equal  to  every  fuch 
bulhel  of  the  un  ground  grain 
whereof  it  is  made,  and  what  will 
not  pafs  through  a  fourteen  {hillings 
cloth  is  to  be  conildered  as  wheat 
meal. 

If,  therefore,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  introduction  of 
the  ufe  of  weight,  to  regulate  and 
afcertain  the  meafures  of  corn,  is 
likely  to  produce  certainty  in  the 
returns  from  the  markets  of  corn  in 
thi§  kingdom,  and  by  a  juft  and 
clear  ftatement  of  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  prices  of  wheat  and  flour, 
to  enable  us  to  prevent  fraud,  and  to 
ftipply  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun¬ 
try  with  bread  at  a  more  moderate 
rate  than  it  has  been  fold  for,  al¬ 
lowing  a  fair  profit  to  the  perfons 
employed  in  the  manufacturing  of 
thele  articles,  I  would  recommend 
the  following  refolutions,  or  fuch  as 
would  enable  the  committee  to  ad 
with  certainty  in  fetting  the  juft 
values  on  flour  and  bread. 


1.  That  the  returns  (hall  be  mad< 
of  the  corn  fold  from  every  market 
town  in  England,  ftating  the  quan¬ 
tity  and  the  weight  of  grain  fold  in 
fuch  markets. 


2.  That  in  ftriking  the  average 
of  the  grain  fo  fold,  it  /hall  be  com¬ 
puted  from  the  weight  of  fuch  grain, 
as  that  is  fixed  by  the  31ft  Geo.  Ill, 
c.  30. 

3.  That  a  certain  quantity  of  the] 
grain  intended  to  be  fold,  not  lefs 
than  one  Winchelter  bufltel  {hall  be 
pitched  in  the  public  market,  and 
the  weight  of  the  wheat,  or  other 
corn,  openly  marked  on  fuch  fample. 


4.  That  the  weight  of  the  bulhel, 


and  the  quantity  of  the  corn  fold, 
Hi  all  be  delivered,  with  an  account 
of  the  price,  to  the  clerk  of  the 
market  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
his  returns,  and  alfo  to  prove  the 
quality  of  the  corn,  if  the  quantity 
fold  fhould  prove,  on  the  delivery, 
to  be  of  an  inferior  quality  to  the 
fample  produced  in  the  market. 


MILLERS. 


1.  To  keep  a  regular  account  of 
the  weight  of  all  corn  delivered  in 
at  their  refpeClive  mills  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  being  ground. 

2.  To  grind  all  grain  feparately* f 
maflin  excepted. 

3.  To  keep  a  regular  account  of 
the  produce  of  the  faid  grain,  fubr 
jeeb  to  infpe&ion  of  the  magiftrates 
of  the  county  or  difirift  where  the 
mills  are  fituated,  when  they  fhall 
find  oecafion  for  letting  an  affize  on 
flour  or  bread. 

4.  Perfons  who  have  had  corn 
made  into  flour  at  any  mill,  to  have 
the  option  of  paying  the  miller’s 
toll  either  in  money  or  in  kind 
(meal)  as  they  choofe. 

5.  That  nothing  in  this  ihall 
aff’ed;  the  cuftoms  of  foke  mills,  as 
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far  as  relates  to  their  ancient  te¬ 
nures,  but  that  the  magiltrates  (hall 
have  a  power  of  examining  their 
books  as  above. 

When  1  propofe  thefe  resolutions 
to  the  committee,  it  is  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  drawing  their  attention  to 
the  fubjeft,  and  to  requeft  of  them 
to  converfe  with  their  intelligent 
neighbours  in  the  country,  who  are 
either  farmers,  flour  dealers,  or 
bakers.  I  hove  received  feveral 
letters  on  this  fubject,  containing 
opinions  ot  perfons  of  experience 
and  practice,  d  hey  all  agree  in  the 
juftice  of  the  plan  I  propofe;  feme 
dread  the  diflike  which  attends 
every  thing  that  is  new  ;  but  aim  oft 
all  allow  that  the  improvement 
would  be  of  confiderable  benefit  to 
the  country.  I  am  particularly  fa- 
tisfied  by  the  decided  opinions  (in 
favour  of  weight  being  the  regulator 
of  meafure)  of  Mr.  Strutt,  of  Terling, 
of  Mr.  Davies,  of  Longleat,  and 
Mr.  Meftiter,  of  Wineantop  (in 
their  letters  to  Mr.  Morton  Pitt) 
and  of  Mr.  Billingfley,  of  Afhurft 
Grove  in  Somerfetlbire  :  gentlemen 
who  are  lo  fit  to  judge,  from  their 
ability,  experience,  and  judgment 
in  thele  matters.  Mr.  Billingfley 
is  defirous  that  the  weight  of  the 
grain  fhould  be  put  higher  than  it 
is  direded  by  the  31ft  Geo.  III.  I 
have  fubjoined  his  letter  to  this, 
that  the  weight  he  recommends 
ma}T  be  confidered. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  ihould 
the  committee,  on  their  return  to 
parliament,  approve  of  the  propofal 
I  have  now  made,  and  it  is  thought 
ol  too  great  importance  to  be  con¬ 
tained  in  a  part  of  the  ad  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  objedsw’hich  now'  engage 
the  attention  of  the  corn  committee, 

I  will  (unlefs  fome  gentleman  of 
uiore  confideration  will  undertake 
V«l,  XXXVIII, 
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it)  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  purpofes  ftated  in  this  let¬ 
ter — “  To  ufe  weight  as  the  regu¬ 
lator  of  meafure,  in  buying  and 
felling  of  corn;”  not  intending  to 
cany  the  bill  through  the  houles  of 
parliament  in  this  feftion,  but  that 
it  ihould  be  printed  and  diftributed 
in  the  country,  and  brought  for- 
Wcinl  hereafter,  if  it  Ihould  be  gene¬ 
rally  approved. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  much  refped, 

1  our  obedient  fervant, 

CHARLES  DUX  DAS, 
Barton-court,  near  Newbury , 

7 th  Dec .  J795. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Billings « 
ley  to  Charles  Dundas ,  efq. 

Dear  Sir, 

SHOULD  parliament  think  proper 

to  alter  the  prefen t  mode  of  felling 
grain,  and  to  lubftitute  weight  in¬ 
stead  of  meafure,  I  think  the  ftand- 
ard  ihould  be  fixed  rather  high 
than  low. 

Suppofe  the  following : 

Wheat  —  63  per  Winch,  bufh. 

Barley  52  or  53  ditto 

Oats  38  or  40  ditto 

It  is  not  only  my  own  opinion, 
but  alfo  that  of  the  moft  intelligent 
farmers  and  corn  dealers  in  our 
part  of  the  kingdom,  that  luch  an 
alteration  would  be  highly  condu¬ 
cive  to  the  general  weal  of  the 
kingdom. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

J.  BILLINGSLEY* 
4/hurft-grove 7  Dec.  6,  1796. 

v 

loth  Dcf.  1795. 

P.  S.  Since  I  had  the  honour  of 
fubmitting  the  abpv^  letter  to  the 
G  v  ,  oommiUoe? 


t 
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committee,  I  have  received  feveral 
letters  from  gentlemen  of  expe¬ 
rience  and  judgment  in  the  country, 
on  the  propoial  of  iubftituting 
weight  as  the  regulator  of  meafures 
in  the  .tales  of  corn;  all  of  whom 
(except  two  very  refpe&able  men) 
approve  of  the  plan.  The  two 
gentlemen  I  allude  to,  fay,  there 
will  be  an  alteration  without  an 
improvement:  their  reafons  have, 
however,  relieved  my  doubts,  as 
they  reft  their  opinions  on  two 
grounds : 

ill.  That  weighing  will  occafion 
trouble. 

2d,  That  it  is  already  practiced 
by  all  fkilfnl  purchalers. 

In  anfwer  to  the  firft.  When  a 
load  of  wheat  is  delivered,  if  the 
lacks  fhould  be  lit fpe died  to  be 
i'mall,  they  are  fooner  weighed 
than  meafured ;  and  if  the  corn  is 
not  as  clean  as  the  l’ample  was,  the 
weight  will  prove  this,  which  can¬ 
not  he  done  by  meafure. 

In  loading  and  unloading  of  lhips, 
atter  having  afeertained  the  weight 
of  a  box  or  machine  to  run  the 
wheat  into,  the  weight  of  the  grain 
would  be  much  fooner  proved  than 
the  quantity  by  meafure. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  prefent  prac¬ 
tice  of  weight  being  tiled,  I  am 
well  acquainted  with  this  circum¬ 
stance,  and  it  is  a  very  obvious 
reafon  for  endeavouring  to  make 
the  mode  general,  as  by  this  public 
regulation,  fraud  would  be  pre¬ 
vented,  and  the  labourers  or  manu¬ 
facturers  pm  chafing  corn  would  be 
put  on  an  equality  with  the  molt 
artful  feller. — 1  have  introduced  the 
pitching  of  a  btiftiel  in  the  public 
markets,  to  meet  the  wifhes  of  many 
refpect able  members  of  the  houfe  of 
.  commons,  in  confequenee  of  appli¬ 
cations  hem  their  condiments,  who 


have  found  great  difficulty  in  prO1 
curing  wheat  to  purchafe.  But  as 
pitching  a  bufhel  may  be  attended 
with  inconvenience  to  the  farmer, 
and  all'o  raife  the  price  of  that  fmall 
quantity  to  the  poor;  and  as  com- 
pullive  regulations  are  confidered  by 
many  as  unjuft  and  impolitic,  in  the 
fale  of  an  article  the  growth  of 
which  is  optional,  I  beg  to  luggeft 
to  the  committee  the  propriety  of 
empowering  the  magiftrate*  of 
towns,  the  clerks  of  tire  markets, 
or  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  in  their 
parishes,  to  open  or  authorife  Ihops 
(under  the  regulation  of  their  juftices 
of  the  peace')  to  iupply  the  labour¬ 
ers,  manufadfurers,  poor,  &c.  of 
tbeir  pari  lb,  with  any  quantity, 
from  one  peck  to  one  quarter  of 
corn,  at  the  market  price,  with  fuch 
addition  as  would  be  neceftary  to 
pay  the  attendance  of  a  perfon  to 
retail  it.  This  increafe  of  price 
would  be  very  inconfiderable,  and 
would  be  much  lels  than  the  value 
of  the  time,  which  would  be  thrown 
away  by  the  purchafer  waiting  in 
the  market,  or  his  lofs  by  his  ig- 
norance  of  the  quality  of  the  com¬ 
modity. 

What  I  have  faid  refpe&ing  mil-  f 
lers,  appears  to  n>e  to  be  mod  ne- 
celTary  to  do  away  the  prefent  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  high  price  of  flour  is 
in  fome  degree  owing  to  the  millers 
or  meal  men  5  but  as  a  refpeclable 
baronet  has  brought  forward  a  bill 
on  this  fubjeft,  the  refolutions  con¬ 
tained  in  my  letter  refpefting  mil¬ 
lers  may  be  rendered  unnecefiiiry, 
except  in  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  country  to  the  confederation  of 
thefe  fubjects,  which  I  hope  will  be 
the  confequenee  of  the  attention 
which  has  been  paid  by  the  com-  < 
mittee  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of 
the  high  price  of  corn. 
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A  table,  like  the  following,  might 
regulate  the  prices  of  a  market, \s 
lar  as  related  to  the  quantity  and 


weight : 


lb, 

60 

58 

56 

54 

52 


per  bujhel. 


or 


lb. 

59 

57 

55 

53 


51 


per  load. 

s.  d. 
o 

17 

15 
12 

10 


1 

I  2 

I I 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 


o 

6 

6 

6 

o 


5°  —  49  — -  11  7  6 

Thus  ]/.  lo.s.  per  load  difference 
Would  be  made  in  the  price,  where 
‘281b.  per  lack  was  the  difference  in 
weight,  which  would  be  five  half 
hundreds  in  a  load  of  wheat,  which 
is  the  exact  weight  of  a  lack  of 
flour,  and  which  the  heft  wheat 
would  produce  more  than  the  light¬ 
ed. — 1  have  added  this  as  a  rule  to 
fettle  any  difpute,  in  cafe  the  wheat 
delivered  under  a  particular  fample, 
fliould  prove  lighter  than  the  bufhel 
or  fack  regiftered  with  the  clerk  of 
the  market. 

I  will  enly  add,  that  from  every 
converfation  which  I  have  had  with 
farmers,  mealinen,  and  millers,  fince 
this  fubjeCt  was  brought  forward,  I 
am  convinced  that  the  ufe  of  weight, 
as  the  regulator  of  meafure,  will 
prevent  fraud  in  dealings  in  corn, 
and  will  enable  the  magiftrates  or 
others,  to  regulate  the  price  of 
bread  by  the  average  price  of  wheat 
or  flour,  inltead  of  being  fixed  by 
the  highelt  price  of  wheat,  as  it  is 
at  prefent.  C.  D. 


E.vt raft;  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Davies 
to  William.  Morton  Pitt ,  efq. 

Longleat ,  Nov.  22,  1795. 

YOUR  queftion— “  Whether  it  be 
poflible  or  proper  that  farmers,  who 
iell  their  corn  by  fample,  firould  be 
obliged  to  bring  the  whole  or  a  cer¬ 
tain  quantity  of  it  to ,  market  ?*' 

*4 


involves  fo  many  obje&s  of  eonfi-  , 
deration,  that  I  mufl  beg  your  leave 
not  only  to  give  my  opinion  but  to 
fuite  my  reafons  at  fome  length  ; 
the  lubjeift  is  a  ferious  one,  and  I 
trull  you  will  not  think  me  more 
prolix  than  it  requires. 

The  difficulties  in  reducing  this 
plan  to  practice  feem  to  be  ihefe  : 

lit.  1  he  infrequency  of  market 
towns  in  many  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  the  diftanCe  from  thole 
towns  to  tfie  places  where  corn  is 
con  fumed. 

2d.  The  increased  expence  of 
carrying  corn  to  markets;  and- 
then,  in  many  inftances,  bringing 
it  back  again  to  be  confumed  near 
the  fpot  where  it  grew. 

3.  The  impolicy,  if  not  irijuf- 
tice,  of  reft:  aining,  by  compulfive 
means,  the  file  of  an  article,  which, 
however  indifpenfable  in  itfelf,  has 
as  fair  a  claim  as  any  other  article  of 
trade  to  a  free  and  voluntary  mode 
of  fale;  efpecially  an  article  of  which 
the  growth  is  optional  on  the  part 
of  the  feller. 

4.  The  abfolute  impoflibility  of 
fecuring  a  confiant  uniform  fupply 
on  every  market  day,  fuffieient  for 
the  conlumption  of  the  di (fried  de¬ 
pendant  on  that  market*  till  the  next 
market  day. 

The  above  are  my  doubts  as  to  the 
practicability  or  even  the  poffibility 
of  carrying  a  plan  of  this  kind  into 
effect.  My  opinion  is,  that  it  can 
do  but  little  good,  and  may  do  a 
great  deal  of  harm;  and  I  take  the 
liberty  of  fup porting  that  opinion  by 
the  following  reafons. 

I  he  preleut,  and  indeed  every 
fcarcity  of  corn,  arifes  chiefly  from 
a  failure  of  craps. 

That  failure  mult  be  compenfated 
to  the  grower  (who  is  obliged  to  pay 
the  fame  rent  in  all.  feafons)  by  an 
U  2  lRcreafed 
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increafed  price. — That  price  is  al¬ 
ways  regulated  bv  the  demand. — • 
The  great  dcjideratum  is  to  keep  the 
demand  and  the  fupply  as  nearly  re¬ 
gular  as  pollible.  The  propofal  now 
made  to  the  committee  lias  that  end 
for  its  object.  I  have,  with  all  de¬ 
ference,  to  prove  that  it  is  inade¬ 
quate. 

I  live  in  a  fituation  moil  likely  to 
furnilh  me  with  the  means  of  in¬ 
formation  ;  viz.  at  the  junction  of  the 
country  which  produces  corn,  with 
the  country  which  confumes'it,  with¬ 
in  five  miles  of  the  great  corn  mar¬ 
ket  of  Warminfter. 

From  Warminfter,  for  near  forty 
miles  eaftward,  through  Wilts  and 
Hants,  is  a  country  which  does  not 
confume  one  fourth  part  of  the  corn 
it  grows. — From  Warminfter,  for 
near  forty  miles  weft  ward,  through 
a  great  part  of  Somerfetfhire,  and 
including  Bath  and  Briftol,  is  a 
country  which  does  not  produce  oue 
fourth  part  of  the  corn  it  confumes. 

I  he  other  three-fourths  of  corn 
coufumed  in  the  latter  dil tried  is 
brought  chiefly  from  the  former  (for 
the  infcreafed  population  of  the  north 
lias  deprived  Briftol  of  the  refource 
it  once  had  down  the  Severn).  War- 
mi  lifter  and  Devizes  are  the  princi¬ 
pal  markets  by  which  this  quantity 
is  fupplied.  From  thefe  towns,  to 
Briftol  and  Bridgewater,  there  is  not 
a  market  where  corn  is  expofed  for 
fale  in  bulk.  But  would  it  be  poli¬ 
tic  to  compel  the  growers  of  this  one- 
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fourth  part  of  the  confumption  of 
Somerfetfhire  to  bring  it  to  Warmin¬ 
fter  or  Devizes,  or  to  Bridgewater  of 
Briftol,  to  fell  it,  to  he  carried  back 
again  to  be  confumed  by  the  marts- 
fafturing  towns  of  Frome  or  Shepton 
Mallett,  poftibly  within  a  few  miles  , 
of  the  place  of  its  growth,  at  an  ad- 
Xjunced  price,  occalioned  by  this  ufe- 
IqJCb  carriage*.  I  may  be  afked, 
Why  cannot  markets  be  held  at  thefe 
towns? — I  anfwer  the  eftablifliment 
of  markets  is  not  the  work  of  a 
(lay ; — and  fuppofa  they  were  efta-  . 
blifhed,  ilill  that  would  not  increafe 
the  quantity  of  corn  grown  in  that 
country.  The  dealers  mull  Hill  go 
eaftward  for  three-fourths  of  their 
fupply,  to  the  negleft  of  their  own 
trifling  markets,  which  of  courfe 
would  foon  come  to  nothing  again. 

.  The  avowed  obje6t  of  the  plan  be¬ 
fore  the  committee  is,  doubtlefs,  to 
defeat  a  fuppofed  combination  be¬ 
tween  buyers  and  fellers  of  corn  to 
keep  up  its  price,  and  to  lay  the  mar-  j 
kets  open  to  a  fair  competition  ;  and 
a  very  laudable  object  it  is.  1  have 
already  ftated  my  doubts  as  to  the , 
poftibility  of  carrying  this  plan  into 
execution,  or  indeed  any  plan  that 
would  defeat  this  kind  of  combina-  > 
tion ;  but  I  have  very  great  doubts- 
in  my  own  mind  as  to  the  exiltence 
of  combination  to  the  extent  we  fre¬ 
quently  hear  of,  and  ftill  greater  as  , 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  injury  fup-  ; 
poled  to  be  done  thereby  to  the  pub¬ 
lic. —  1  am  fenfible  I  am  taking  the 


*  The  propofal  made  in  the  committee,  of  obliging  farmers  to  bring  at  leaf?,  a  lack  of 
corn  to  market  as  a  (ample,  or  even  a  hufhel,  is  objedtiooable  ;  the  latter  quantity,  final! 
as  if  is,  cannot  be  brought  ten  miles  under  an  expence  of  two  (billings,  and  nobody  could 
buy  it.  at  that  julditional  expence,  unlefs  they  alfo  contracted  to  take  a  greater  quantity 
with  it  to  cover  that  expence  :  the  poor,  for  whom  it  is  intended,  could  never  buy  it. 
Betides,  in  all  manufacturing  countries  the  poor  feldom  buy  wheat  at  market,  or  would 
if  they  could  ;  the  labourers  in  agriculture  in  the  villages  buy  it  of  the  farmers  for  whom- 
they  work  :  the  manufacturers  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  and  buy  bread  ready  baked. 
Betides,  it  is  feldom  reckoned  bow  much  a  poor  man  loi’es  in  time  and  essences  in  going 
8e  market  to  buy  corn,  even  if  be  could  buy  it. 

unpopular 
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unpopular  fide  of  the  argument. — l 
think  you  will  agree  with  me  in 
fome  parts  of  it  at  leafi: ;  and  if  you 
do  not,  I  am  fure  you  will  not  be  of¬ 
fended  at  my  giving  my  opinion. 

That  a  combination  fiiould  exifi; 
among  farmers  is  impoflible  ;  —  they 
are  too  numerous,  and  many  of  them 
too  necefiitous,  ever  to  ad  in  con¬ 
cert. 

Rich  farmers  may  undoubtedly 
(and  this  year  they  have  done  it) 
keep  their  wheat  from  market.  In 
times  of  fcarcity,  like  the  laft  months 
of  June  and  July,  it  is  well  the}’  did, 
we  fiiould  otherwise  have  been  quite 
fiarved  in  Augult.  The  fiiortnel’s  of 
the  fupply  then  produced  a  faving 
in  the  conl’umption,  and  thereby  the 
dock  in  hand  lafted  out.  Suppofe 
we  had  had  a  wet  harved  ;  in  that 
cafe  the  new  corn  could  not  have 
been  ground  without  an  addition 
of  old.  The  rich  farmers  who  had 
wheat  left  would  then  have  been  ufe- 
ful  men.  The  fact  fpeaks  for  itfelf. 

As  to  jobbers  of  corn,  thefe  men 
may  combine  together ;  their  num¬ 
ber  is  but  few,  comparatively  fpeak- 
ing;  but  how  do  they  combine?  not 
to  raife  the  price  of  corn,  but  to  fink 
it!  VVarminfter  market,  though  a 
fack  market,  and  not  a  dimple  mar¬ 
ket,  is  in  a  great  meafure  governed 
by  thefe  men  ;  and '  were  it  not  for 
them,  Rath  and  Briftol  mult  be  fed 
much  dearer  than  thev  aie  now.  If 
thefe  men  cannot  get  corn  at  one 
market  they  go  to  another,  and  if 
there  is  not  enough  at  market  they 
go  to  farm  Jioufes.  But  when  they 
get  to  the  places  of  confumptian, 
there  the  combination  ends,  and  com¬ 
petition  begins  ;^-lefs  profit  will  fuf- 
ficc  thefe  men  than  the  expence  that 
would  be  incurred  by  ten  times  the 
numbers  of  bakers  and  mullters,  com¬ 
ing  twenty  or  twenty -five  miles  to 
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market.  In  fart,  had  it  not  been  for 
men  of  this  delcription,  Bridol  would 
have  been  darved  laft  dimmer.— 
There  were  indances,  more  than 
once,  of  that  city  being  without  a 
fortnight’s  fupply  of  corn.  Thefe 
men  knew  it,  and  ranlacked  the 
country  for  more. — They  did  it  for 
their  own  fakes,  and  thereby  ferved 
the  community. 

But  even  admitting  a  combina¬ 
tion  between  farmers  and  jobbers 
to  exifi  in  any  particular  country; 
the  moment  corn  gets  above  the 
price  at  which  it  would  bear  the 
additional  expence'  of  carriage  ten 
miles  farther,  there  is  an  end  of  the 
combination;  and  if  it  was  pollible 
the  whole  kingdom  could  combine, 
an  importation  from  any  country 
where  it  could  be  got  cheaper 
would  inftantly  knock  it  up.  in 
facd,  thefe  very  men,  though  dealing 
at  all  times  under  iufpicions,  and 
this  year  frequently  in  danger  of 
their  lives,  are  the  very  hands  that 
transfer  the  plenty  of  one  country 
to  relieve  the  diftrefles  of  another; 
and  though  at  former  periods,  as 
well  as  now,  they  have,  in  times  of 
dearth,  been  pointed  at  as  the  caule 
of  it,  they  have  to  my  knowledge 
this  year  more  than  once  laved 
whole  towns  from  famine.  In  fart, 
times  of  fcarcity  are  favourable  to 
this  fet  -of  men.  They  are  then 
(againfi.  their  will,  I  allow)  particu¬ 
larly  ufef’ul  to  all  countries' who  do 
not  grow  corn  enough  for  their 
confumption. — In  times  of  plenty 
they  cannot  exifi  to  anfwer  their 
own  purpofe — in  thole  times  they 
are  not  wanted. 

But  the  great  evil  which  we  in 

<D 

this  country  feel,  and  which  our 
great  corn  markets  rather  encou¬ 
rage  than  prevent,  is  the  inequality 
of  meafures  by  which  corn,  and 
li  3  ,  parti- 
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particularly  wheat,  is  fold;  1  do 
not  ipeak  of  the  various  provincial 
meaiures.  It  is  immaterial  to  a 
country  whether  eight,  nine,  or 
twelve  gallons  are  fold  for  a  bulhel, 
provided  all  parties  underftand  what 
the  meal  are  is. 

But  in  this  country,  in  all  vil¬ 
lages  and  iiriall  towns  where  there 
is  no  afiize  of  bread,  the  baker  fells 
his  bread  and  Hour  at  his  own  price, 
for  which  he  always  quotes  the 
high  eft  market  price  of  wheat;  a 
lew  farmers,  who  happen  to  have 
extraordinary  good  wheat,  make  a 
point  ot  adding  two  or  three  quarts 
to  the  meahire.  I  his  lack  of  corn, 
io  much  better  and  bigger  than  the 
average  ot  the  market,  will  fre¬ 
quently  fell  for  one  fifth  more  than 
inferior  lamples  of  fair  meafure  in 
the  lame  market.  rl  his  high  price, 
and  which  it  is  the  mtere.lt  of  the 
buyer  to  give,  forms  a  l'taiidard  of 
price  of  bread  and  flour  for  the  en- 
luing  week.*— -No  ex i fling  laws  are 
adequate  to  the  remedy  of  this  evil, 
for  as  neither  buyer  nor  feller  com¬ 
plain,  who  is  to  re-meafure  this 
corn,  though  fold  in  a  public  mar¬ 
ket?  Befirles,  there  is  fo  much  art 
m  mealuring  corn,  that  two  people 
may  make  feyeral  quarts  difference 
in  a  fack,  and  yet  both  appear  to 
meafure  fair. — If  any  remedy  can 
be  applied  to  this  evil,  it  rnuft  be  a 
coiyipulkon  to  fell  corn  by  weight; 

- — this  is  done  by  choice  at  Mum 
chefter  and  Liverpool,  and  in  this 
country  the  buyer  always  arks  the 
weight,  though  he  does  not  buy  by 
it: — in  tact,  weight  determines  the 
quality  as  well  as  the  quantity.  If 
weight  was  adopted,  the  price 
would  be  nearly  equal,  and  it  would 
then  be  po.Tible  to  frame  a  fair 
ahwe  table,  which  in  my  opinion  is 
impolffble  to  do  from  meafure,  efpe- 
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cially  in  fuch  a  year  as  this,  when 
the  difference  in  the  price  of  good 
and  bad  wheat  is  full  one  third. 

I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  if 
this  meafure  was  tried  a  year,  it 
would  be  found  efficacious.  —  It; 
would  do  one  thing  in  an  i  lift  ant,, 
which  the  legiflature  has  not  been 
able  to  do  in  a  century — “  equalize 
all  the  various  meaiures  in  the 
kingdom.” 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Francis 
Baf  'et,  bart.  to  the  Chairman  of 
■the  Coni  Committee, 

Upper  Grofvenor-ffreet, 
Sir,  Dec.  22,  1795. 

MANY  complaints  having  been 
made  in  different  parts  of  England, 
ot  the  hardfhips  fuffered  by  the  poor 
from  the  prefent  mode  of  payment 
for  grinding  corn,  and  alio  of  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  redrefs,  when¬ 
ever  there  is  a  lufpicion  that  frauds 
are  pradlifed  by  the  millers  ;  I  beg 
leave,  through  you,  to  fubmit  to  the 
corn  committee  a  plan  for  remedy¬ 
ing  thofe  fuppofed  grievances. 

1  would  propofe,  in  the  firlf  place, 
to  alter  the  prefent  cuftom  of  taking 
toll,  into  a  uniform  payment  in 
money,  to  bo  fettled  by  the  juffic.es, 
with  refped  to  all  mills  where  fuch 
alterations  would  not  interfere  with 
peculiar  rights,  eftablifhed  by  the 
courts  of  law.  I  further  propofe  to 
enable  thofe  perfons  who  may  in 
future  think  themfelves  aggrieved 
by  millers, !  to  obtain  redrefs  by  a 
iummary  proceeding  before  two  juf- 
tices  of  the  peace,  inftead  of  being 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  fo  ex- 
penfive  and  fo  tedious  a  proeefs  as 
an  indidment.  As  the  law  Hands 
at  prefent,  the  proprietor  of  an  old 
mill  may  take  his  accuftomed  toll ; 
but  as  that  toll  is  known  only  to 

himfelf 
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Iiimfelf  (for  it  is  rarely  avowed  to 
his  cuftomer)  this  gives  him  a  con- 
iiderable  latitude,  and  is  a  conftant 
and  never-failing  iource  of  jealouly 
to  thofe  who  employ  him.  I  have 
jult  laid  that  the  cuftomer  feldom 
knows  what  he  pays;  but  in  the 
few  cafes  which  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  where  the  miller  pro- 
fefies  to  take  a  fixed,  toll,  it  varies 
from  three  to  fix  pounds  per  YVin- 
chefter  bulhel,  belides  the  allowance 
from  a  pound  to  a  pound  and  half 
for  wattage.  In  taking  'toll,  the 
miller,  by  uniform  cutlom,  helps 
himfelf  from  the  top,  which  confiits 
of  the  belt  and  lined  flour.  It  ap¬ 
pears  then,  that  the  proprietor  of 
an  old  mill  may  take  fuc.h  toil  as  is 
jollified  by  cuftom;  but  the  owner 
ot  a  new  mill  may  take  what  toll 
he  chutes,  according  to  the  opinion 
of  lord  Holt,  in  the  cafe  of  the  king 
and  Burdett :  this,  probably,  is  the 
onlv  exifting  cafe  in  which  a  tradef- 
man  arbitrarily  fixes  the  price  of 
his  own  labour,  without  acquaint¬ 
ing  his  employer  what  his  terms 
are. 

The  millers,  of  courfe,  profefs  to 
take  a  fair  price  for  their  labour, 
and  could  not  therefore,  I  prefume, 
reafonably  object  to  a  regulation, 
obliging  them  to  receive  a  fixed 
payment  in  money,  inftead  of  an 
arbitrary  and  uncertain  toll  in 
grain ;  indeed,  if  they  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  complaints  alleged 
againft  them  are  unfounded  (as  in 
many  cafes  they  probably  are)  they 
would  rather  rejoice  to  fee  a  mode 
of  payment  adopted,  by  which  ail 
jealouhes  will  be  avoided  in  future, 
and  by  which  they  would  receive 
an  adequate  compenfation  for-  the 
labour  performed,  and  the  capital 
employed.  The  toll,  as  now  taken, 
is  certainly  extremely  opprellive  to 


the  poor,  who  pay  the  molt  when 
they  can  the  leall  afford  it ;  and  if 
frauds  are  ever  pradiled  by  millers, 
they  are  moft  likely  to  take  place 
when  there  is  the  greateft  tempta¬ 
tion,  that  is  when  corn  bears  a 
high  price. 

It  will  not  be  neceffary  to  fay 
much  refpeding  the  preference 
which  a  luminary  proceeding  miiti 
have  over  an  iduidment.  An  in¬ 
dictment  is  attended  with  a  great 
certain  expence,  with  confiderable 
delay,  is  liable  to  much  evafion  and 
uncertainty  as  to  the  llfue ;  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  an  indidment,  if  travel  fed, 
amounts  to  at  leall  feven  pounds ; 
this  cireumftanee  alone,  would  make 
it  knpollible  for  a  poor  man  to  have 
recourfe  to  it;  and,  indeed,  would 
render  it  imprudence  even  for  a 
wealthy  perfon,  as  in  moll  cafes  he 
would  lind  the  remedy  worfe  than 
the  difeafe.  But  the  delay  is  ano¬ 
ther  main  objection  to  proceeding 
by  indidment,  for  if  traversed,  it 
cannot  be  tried  till  the  felhons  after 
it  is  laid;  but,  after  all,  if  neither 
expence  nor  delay  are  conlidered  as 
fuflicient  objedions,  it  mult  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  when  the  caul’e  is 
brought  to  blue,  though  the  com- 
plainant  may  prove  that  the  miller 
has  taken  exorbitant  toll,  the  in¬ 
dictment  mult  fall  to  the  ground, 
provided  it  appear  that  the  prede- 
cefibrs  of  the  miller  have  taken  the 
fame  toll,  or  that  he  is  the  proprie¬ 
tor  of  a  new  mill. 

The  inealure  I  have  in  view,  con¬ 
tains  fome  other  regulations,  but  they 
are  chiefly  fubordinate,and  connected 
with  the  two  objects  1  have  hated. 
If  the  plan  I  propole  lhould  be  adopt-' 
ed,  I  think  few  difputes  would  here¬ 
after  ante  between  millers,  and  thole 
who  employ  tnem,  as  the  chief  l'ub- 
jeds  of  their  ufual  differences,  name- 

e  4 


38 


/ 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796 


ly,  the  exorbitancy  and  uncertainty 
of  the  toll,  would  no  longer  remain. 
But  jf,  contrary  to  my  expectation, 
there  fhould  be  any  complaints  in 
future,  they  would  be  fettled  at  a 
fmali  expence,  and  without  any  de¬ 
lay,  before  two  juftices  of  the  peace, 
probably  well  known  to  both  the 
contending  parties.  I  p/opofe  that 
the  decilion  of  the  juflices  fhould 
be  final,  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding 
expence  and  delay;  but  if  this 
power  is  thought  too  great  to  be 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  thefe  magi¬ 
ftrates,  an  appeal  may  be  allowed  to 
the  quarter  leflions. 

I  beg  pardon  for  taking  up  fo  much 
of  your  time  on  this  fubjecl,  which 
really  appears  to  me  important,  and 
therefore  to  delerve  the  ferious  con- 
flderation  of  the  corn  committee. 

1  have  the  honoui  to  be,  &c, 

Francis  Basset. 

The  Select  Committee  have  come  to 
the  following  Rejolutions  ref  petting 
the  making  of  mixed  Bread. 

Refolved,  March  24,  1796. 

1.  'ihat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  it  is  expedient  that 
magiftrates  fhould,  in  times  of  fcar- 
city  and  high  price  of  corn,  have 
power  to  make  certain  regulations 
relative  to  the  manufacture  and  Idle 
of  certain  forts  of  meal  and  bread; 
which  they  do  not  now  by  law  pof- 
fels. 

2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  whenever  the  ave- 
rage  price  of  middling  Britifh  wheat 
fhall  be  above  a  certain  fum,  magi¬ 
ftrates,  at  their  general  quarter  fef- 
iions,  or  at  any  feliions  to  be  fpeci- 
ally  appointed  tor  that  purpofe,  fhall 
be  empowered,  within  their  relpec- 
tive  junldichons,  to  prohibit,  fur  a 
limited  time,  the  feparation  at.  the 


mill  of  more  than  five  pounds  of  bran 
from  every  fixty  pounds  of  wheat ; 
and  alfo  to  prohibit  the  fale  of  any 
wheaten  meal  from  which  a  greater 
proportion  of  bran  fhall  have  been 
Separated. 

3.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  no  miller  fhould  be 
prevented  from  making  fine  flour  for 
the  confumption  of  any  perfons  who 
reflde  within  the  diftridts  where  the 
ufe  of  fine  flour  is  not  prohibited,  lb 
far  as  the  making  fucli  flour  for  the 
confumption  of  inch  perfons  hath 
been  the  ufual  corn  fe  of  his  trade. 

4.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  magiftrates  be  alio 
empowered  to  prohibit,  within  their 
refpecStive  jurifdi&ions,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  making  for  fale  any  other 
bread  made  of  wheat  meal  alone, 
than  fuch  as  fhall  be  made  of  the 
whole  meal,  dedudting  only  at  the 
rate  of  five  pounds  of  bran  out  of 
fixty  pounds  of  wheat. 

5.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  magiftrates  be  em¬ 
powered,  within  their  relpedtive  ju- 
rifdidions,  to  prohibit,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  making  of  any  bread  for 
fale,  except  fuch  as  fhall  be  made 
of  the  whole  meal  of  wheat  as  above 
delcribed,  or  of  fuch  mixtures  of 
wholefome  farinaceous  food,  and  in 
fuch  proportions  as  they  fhall  ap¬ 
point. 

6.  That  it  is  the  opinion  nf  this 
committee,  that  for  the  purpofe  of 
carrying  the  laft  refolution  into  ef¬ 
fect,  magiftrates  be  empowered  to 
oblige  the  millers,  within  t^iyir  re- 
fpective  jurifdi&ions,  fo>  a  limited 
time,  to  grind  and  drefs,  if  required, 
and  if  confident  with  the  powers 
and  ■mechanifm  of  their  mills,  fuch 
forts  of  grain  a$  fhall  be  neceflary 
for  making  the  laid  approved  mix¬ 
tures. 
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7»  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  magilirates  lhall  not 
make  any  of  the  prohibitions  before 
mentioned,  without  futificient  public 
notice. 

8.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  within  the  city  of 
London  and  the  liberties  thereof,  the 
company  of  the  bakers  of  the  laid 
city,  and  in  any  other  county,  citv, 
divifion,  diftrid,  town,  or  place,  any 
baker  or  maker  of  bread  for  fale, 
miller  or  meal  man,  may,  within  the 
refpedive  jurifdidion  to  which  he  or 
they  do  belong,  or  wherein  he  or  they 
do  exercife  their  trade,  occupation, 
or  myftery,  have  an  opportunity  of 
offering  to  luch  jullices  as  aforefaid, 
all  fuch  objedions  as  luch  company 
of  bakers,  or  fuch  bakers  or  makers 
of  bread  for  fale,  or  fuch  millers  or 
mealmen,  may  have  and  think  tit  to 
offer,  againff  any  fuch  prohibition  or 
regulation  as  aforefaid,  at  the  tu«e 
when  fuch  juftices  as  aforefaid  (hall 
have  under  eonfideration  the  order¬ 
ing  any  fuch  prohibition  or  regula¬ 
tion. 


Effay  on  the  Science  of  Orcharding. 
%  Thomas  Skip  Dyot  Bucknall, 

IF  rom  the  Tranf actions  of  the  Society 
inftituted  at  London,  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  Arts ,  Manufac¬ 
tures  ,  and  Commerce.  Vol.  XII.] 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  been  twice  this  fummer 
to  view  the  Orchards  atSittingborne, 
and  defire  the  favour  of  you  to  ac- 
quaint  the  Society  for  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and 
Commerce,  that,  to  fulfil  the  promife 
conveyed  in  the  memorial  I  did  my- 
felf  the  honour  of  prefenting  to  them, 
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I  now  fend  further  obfervations  to 
throw  the  hulbandry  of  Ore  liar ds 
under  fuch  culture  as  to  preferve  the 
tree,  and  improve  the  fruit. 

The  appearances  were  much  to 
my  iatisladion,  and  I  faw  great  rea¬ 
son  to  be  pleated  with  the  operation 
of  pruning ;  yet  feveral  of  the  cher¬ 
ries  were  much  gummed.  I  examin¬ 
ed  to  lee  whether  the  gum  was  from 
frelli  fiffures,  or  thofe  formerly  me¬ 
dicated;  and  to  a  certainty  the  for¬ 
mer  medications  were  perfectly 
healed ;  and  I  did  not  obferve,  but 
that  the  cherry  bears  the  knife  very 
well,  with  the  aid  of  the  medication. 
I  pointed  out  thefe-  circumftances  to 
the  tenants;  and  defired  they  would 
look  to  them,  and  open  the  blotches 
which  had  affeded  the*  trees  lince 
pruning. 

Mr.  R.  and  I.  Boulding  informed 
me  that  the  medication  had  been 
objeded  to,  on  account  of  the  tar. 
I  Ihould  not  have  thought  this  of 
confequence  fufficie.nt  to  mention  to 
the  Society,  if  it  had  not  been  re- 
prefented  by  William  Pattenfon,  efq. 
in  a  paper  publilhed  in  the  eleventh 
volume  of  their  tranfadions,  that  to 
fmear  the  Items  of  trees  with  tar,  to 
keep  cattle  from  biting,  them,  is  in¬ 
jurious:  certainly,  in  the  1'enfe  there 
conveyed,  the  obfervation  is  perfectly 
right ;  and  to  explain  the  difference, 

I  maft  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  lo- 
ciety  ;  for  to  fuller  any  doubt  to  re¬ 
main  either  in  the  lcience  or  prac¬ 
tice,  would  entirely  deftroy  the  whole 
fyftem. 

The  formation  of  Gum. — From  the 
ftems  and  leaves  of  trees  a  conftant 
and  copious  evaporation  is  regularly 
going  on,  as  may  be  proved  by  the 
air-pump.  Now  any  fudden  check 
linking  the  tree'  hops  the  pores,  and 
obftrudin"  the  perfpiration  throws 
all  the  fap  into  diforder ;  which  foon 
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becoming  vitiated,  and  nature  bav- 
ing  no  other  way  of  relieving  itfelf, 
forces  a  fifiure  through  the'  bark, 
out  of  which  oozes  the  aimoft  ltasr- 
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nated  fap,  which,  there  condeniing, 
becomes  gum  very  foon  ;  after  which 
the  bark,  wanting  its  due  portion  of 
nouriihment,  begins  to  crack  and 
fplit :  from  that  time  the  tree  runs 
fuft  into  ruin. 

Therefore  any  fmearing,  or  other 
caule  which  may  impede  a  j uft  cir¬ 
culation  and  p  e  rfp  i  ration,  mu  ft  in¬ 
jure  the  tree;  but  the  medication 
cannot  produce  any  of  thefe  evils  ; 
for  it  is  applied  merely  as  a  plafter, 
and  is  never  extended  further  than 
on  the  bare  wood,  or  torn  bark,  and 
where  the  gum  is  oozing  through  the 
bark.  I  defire  to  allure  the  fociety 
that  in  each  of  thefe  cafes,  the  me¬ 
dication,  from  its  drying  qualities, 
becomes  fupremely  falutary,  and  the 
wounds  heal  in  half  the  time  they 
can  do  when  expoled  to  heat,  cold, 
inoilture  and  vermin :  for  the  mif- 
fortune  is,  being  left  expoled,  the 
wounds  do  not  heal ;  there  the  evil 
lays. 

Mr.  Boulding,  in  his  certificate, 
fays,  “  When  we  took  off  a  large 
“  branch  or  two,  the  wounds  gene- 
“  rally  cankered ;  which  made  us 
u  leave  them  in  the  encumbered 
“  ftate  they  were  in,  rather  than  run 
“  any  hazard.” 

Mr.  Lake  alfo  remarked,  “  Many 
“  died;  others  were  wounded  by  a 
a  canker  in  the  bark,  from  the  bot- 
“  tom  of  the  body  to  the  top  arms.” 
Mr.  FaulTet  fays,  “  I  apprifed  Mr. 
11  Bucknall  that  his  orchards  in  the 
“  occupation  of  Mrs.  Boulding  were 
“  in  a  very  declining  ftate ;  and,  in 
“  autumn  1789,  having  bufinefs  with 
“  him.  I  again  repeated  my  thoughts 
“  relative  thereto;  and  that,  if  lbme- 
“  thing  was  not  done  to  recover  the 


“  trees,  I  fufpe&ed  tliat  great  part, 
“  it  not  all  of  them,  would  certainly 
“  die.  lie  (Mr.  Bucknall)  faid  he 
“  could  eafily  reinllate  the  trees  and 
“  bring  them  to  health,  and  would 
“  come  down  for  that  purpofe,  and 
“  be  anfwerable  the  trees  iliould  not 
“  fuftain  any  injury  ;  and  he  did 
“  come  down  in  the  fpring  follow- 
“  ing.” 

My  agent  Mr.  FaulTet, the  teuants, 
Mr.  Lake  and  the  Bouldings,  all 
concur  in  faying  that  the  trees  were 
in  an  a6hial  ltate  of  decay  (fee  VoL 
XI).  rI’his  is  a  circumftance  necef- 
fary  to  be  fully  eftablilhed,  as  any 
one  may  fee  they  did  recover  anil 
wonderfully.  This  induces  me  to 
fay  that  from  the  certainty  of  Tier¬ 
cels  and  ealy  application,  the  medi¬ 
cation  furpaffes  any  thing  for  Inch 
pruning  as  orchards  require.  Where 
trees  have  been  lo  long  neglected  as 
to  become  hollow,  1  would  recom¬ 
mend  the  compolition  prepared  by 
Mr.  Forfyth,  becaufe  the  hollow  parts 
require  a  fubftance  to  fill  them  up  ; 
and  1  have  the  happinefs  of  laying 
that  Mr.  Forfyth  and  i  go  on  the 
fame  principle  ;  each  planning  for 
the  general  good  of  fociety,  and  the 
improvement  of  art. 

And,  as  I  have  long  wifhed  to  in¬ 
troduce  the  name  of  orchardift,  I 
here  defire  it  may  take  place;  and 
for  the  encouragement  of  tliofe  who 
are  willing  to  undertake  the  art,  fay 
that  it  is  eafily  learnt  and  highly 
pleafurable;  for  what  can  be  a  greater 
gratification,  than  to  lee  nature  im¬ 
proving  under  our  hands  ?  “ 

It  is  a  miliake  to  cut  off  the  heads 
of  trees,  and  engraft  thenq  merely 
to  procure  young  wood  ;  pruning  be¬ 
ing  better,  as  an  old  tree  cannot 
continue  in  health  after  fuch  lop¬ 
pings  ;  for  the  head  being  gone,  the 
roots  become  inactive,  and  more 

mifehief 


t 


USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


mifchief  takes  place  out  of  fight  than 
can  be  repaired  in  years.  Do  not 
attempt  to  force  a  tree  higher  than 
it  is  dil pofed  to  grow,  for  that  will 
not  improve  the  fruit :  the  rule  fhould 
be — keep  the  branches  out  of  the 
reach  of  cattle,  then  let  them  follow 
their  natural  growth;  for  each  diffe¬ 
rent  fpecies  of  the  apple  and  other 
fruits  have  a  growth  peculiar  to 
themfelves.  With  regard  to  gene¬ 
ral  pruning,  do  it  as  foon  as  the  fruit 
is  off’,  that  the  wounds  may  tend  to¬ 
ward  healing  before  the  frolt  comes 
on  ;  but  do  not  Suffer  a  broken  or 
decayed  branch  to  continue  at  any 
fealbn. 

if  1  may  make  ufe  of  an  exploded 
idea,  the  Substantial  form  of  the  tree 
is  the  fame  before  and  after  pruning  ; 
that  is,  the  tree  continues  of  the 
fame  iize,  and  all  extreme  Ihoots 
.keep  the  fame  distance,  which  is  an 
improvement  no  one  . has  brought  into 
practice;  for  each  perl'on  employs  his 
ftrength  to  knock  the  heads  of  the 
trees  to  pieces,  mutilating  them,  till 
he  leaves  the  tree  in  a  more  decaying 
State  than  when  he  firlt  attempted 
the  pruning  it.  Having  fpoken  thus 
freely,  1  mutt,  in  jultice  to  the  age, 
lay,  there  are  few  profeffional  men 
who  are  not  expert  at  wall-fruit 
pruning  ;  becaufe,  it  being  their  pro- 
feffion,  they  attend  to  what  they  are 
i  about. 

Hints  on  Planting. — The  preven¬ 
tion  of  a  difeafe  is  preferable  to  the 
cure  ;  therefore,  if  poffible,  choofe  the 
trees  the  year  before  they  are  to  be 
planted,  and  fee  that  they  are  pro¬ 
perly  pruned  in  the  nurfery,  by  ta¬ 
king  off,  perfectly  clofe,  all  rambling 
land  unlightly  branches,  leaving  the 
heads  to  three  or  four  good  leading 
fronts  ;  from  this  forecaft  the  trees 
will  not  require  pruning  for  Some 
time,  and,  having  no  wounds  to  heal 
'•  - 
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the  year  they  are  transplanted,  wil^ 
greatly  accelerate  their  growth.  Be 
fure  the  trees  are  young  ;  and  do  not 
plant  any  galled,  fretted,  or  cankered 
plants ;  for  it  is  certain  that  there  is 
a  vapour  arifes  from  cankered  trees 
which  affebts  the  found  ones. 

When  the  trees  are  taken  up,  keep 
the  roots  as  long  as  is  convenient, 
which  will  give  them  a  diSpotition 
to  run  horizontally,  from  which,  the 
roots  being  more  under  the  influence 
of  the  fun,  the  lap  is  richer,  and  pro¬ 
duces  the  fweeteft,  fair  eft  fruit;  pre¬ 
pare  ltakes  before  the  day  ot  plant¬ 
ing,  for  the  trees  mult  be  well  flaked 
and  defended  from  cattle  ;  and  other 
precautions  with  which  the  planters 
are  well, acquainted. 

Choofe  your  ground  carefully, 
that  your  plantation  may  be  Screen¬ 
ed  on  the  eaft,  north,  and  weft  tides, 
and  open  to  the  ioutli :  and  tell  the 
nurSeryman  that  he  mull  attend  to 
the  natural  growth  of  the  different 
fruits,  and  mark  them,  that  they  may 
be  planted  thus — one  row  of  the  tai¬ 
led  ltrongeft  growers  on  the  three 
cold  tides,  and  that  row  thould  be 
planted  twice  as  thick  as  any  other; 
then  one  row  more  of  the.  next  free- 
groweis  parallel  to  the  haft  rows ; 
and  lb  go  on  gradually,  declining  in 
lize  till  you  come  to  the  centre. 

What  1  mean  by  twice  as  thick, 
place  a  low  rambling  growing  fruit- 
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tree  between  each  of  the  other;  for 
the  intention  here  is  to  raife  lhelter; 
and  it  would  be  advifeable  on  the 
out  fide  of  the  plantation  to  run  a  row 
of  underwood,  more  than  a  pole  wide 
of  the  free.lt  growing  trees  which  the 
country  produces ;  be  allured  the 
wood  will  more  than  pay  for  the  ex¬ 
pellee.  Be  not  tenacious  of  the  lize 
or  thape  of  the  orchard;  for,  m 
Some  fituations,  by  taking  a  little 
more  or  lets  ground,  much  good  may 
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reiult.  Before  the  ground  is  laid  out, 
let  the  mind  be  active  to  iecure  the 
little  rifmgs  or  inflections,  to  catch 
the  fun,  and  exclude  the  cold.  The 
Scotch  fir,  or  other  valuable  trees, 
may  be  happily  introduced  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  for  Shelter,  and  which  would 
alfo  greatly  embellish  the  appearance 
of  the  country. 

Such  a  plantation  may  be  expeCt- 
®d  often  to  bear  a  crop  when  the 
whole  neighbourhood  fails ;  and 
every  one  knows  the  value  of  a  good 
crop  in  a  failing  year.  Thefe  ideas 
are  on  a  large  fcale,  for  the  fupply 
of  the  London  markets:  and,  though 
I  can  bring  no  proof  that  l'uch  an 
orchard  exifts,  the  hints  here  given 
are  to  point  out  that  pofition  is  an 
efiential  eircumfiance  both  for  the 
whole  plantation  and  every  individual 
tree.  Alwavs  remembering  local 
circumftances  muft  govern  the  bufi- 
nefs:  Follow  nature. 

If  I  have  exprefied  this  clearly, 
the  orchard  will  appear  as  it  were 
enclofed  on  three  tides  ;  the  larger 
trees  are  to  keep  off  the  blighting 
winds;  and  leaving  the  plantation 
open  in  the  middle  and  to  the  fouth, 
is  to  diftipate  the  Stagnant  vapours 
which  ftmlt  the  fruits  in  the  fpring; 
befides,  the  ground  being  open  in  the 
middle,  the  verdure  or  crop  under 
the  trees  will  be  more  valuable  :  this 
mode  of  planting  will  alfo  appear 
handfome,  and  each  tree  enjoy  the 
happieft  influence  of  the  fun  and  air. 
The  cuftom  of  intermixing  fruits  by 
chance  is  always  unfightly  and  de¬ 
trimental  ;  for  the  Strong  growers 
conflantly  ftunt  and  fpoil  the  more 
delicate  fruits  by  overtopping  them  ; 
whereas  by  this  mode  the  delicate 
fruits  fall  to  the  centre  and  fouth. 

In  new  plantations  be  careful  not 
to  place  the  trees  too  deep ;  more 
miichief  arifes  from  that  one  fource 


than  all  the  other  combined  caufes  : 
hut  when  the  trees  are  too  deep,  a 
method  may  be  introduced  for  raffing 
them,  or  for  letting  them  upright 
when  they  lean,  alfo  for  making  the 
barren  trees  fruitful,  provided  they 
are  in  high  health ;  if  not,  the 
fooner  they  are  grubbed  up  the  bet¬ 
ter.  Alfo  avoid  planting  too  thick;, 
for  funfhine  and  (hade  are  unalter¬ 
ably  the  caufe  of  fweet  and  four 
fruits. 

I  have  been  careful  in  expreffing 
the  manual  operations  in  a  plain  and 
ffiort  manner,  that  the  practice  might 
appear  eafy.  As  for  the  natural  and 
philofophical  accounts  of  the  bark, 
the  formation  of  gum,  the  power  of 
vapour,  &c.  with  the  relative  caufes 
of  decay  in  vegetation,  I  have  enter¬ 
ed  more  fully  into  them,  in  hopes  of 
inducing  gentlemen  to  take  up  the 
practice,  and  eftabliih  the  profeflipn 
of  an  orchardift. 

Laflly,  I  beg  the  lociety  not  to 
deem  any  of  thefe  circumflanees  vi* 
fionaiy ;  for  I  have  fo  long  dwelt 
upon  the  fubjeCt  as  to  be  fully  per- 
fuaded  of  the  efficacy  of  the  whole 
practice,  and  that  it  may  be  ration¬ 
ally  expeded  from  judicious  pruning, 
that  the  crooked  trees  may  be  made 
ftrait,  the  lterile  fruitful,  and  the  old 
handfome  ;  as  the  power  of  nature 
may  thereby  be  regenerated,  the 
dileafe  removed,  all  the  branches 
fupplied  with  young  and  bearing 
wood ;  fo  that  we  may  aim  oft  fay  the 
caufes  of  decay  are  baniflied  :  but  to 
fupport  thefe  affertions,  the  trees 
ought  from  their  earlieft  infancy  to 
be  in  good  hands,  and  regular  prun¬ 
ing  introduced.  I  am,  fir,  Your  moll 
obliged  humble  fervant,  , 

Thomas  Skiu  Dyot  Bucknall. 
Hampton  Court , 

15  Nov.  1793. 
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Orchard ijl’s  Tools  recommended  by 
Mr.  Buck  nail. 

Two  pruning-knives,  a  faw,  two 
cliifiels,  a  mallet,  a  fpoke-fhave,  and 
a  painter's  brufh.  With  the  duffels 
and  fpoke-fhave  work  upwards,  or 
the  bark  will  Oliver :  the  faw  muit 
be  courfe  fet,  all  the  other  tools 
fliarp  and  finooth  ;  and  to  (hew  the 
fize  and  form  of  the  pruning-knives, 
three  ate  referved  in  the  focietv's 
repofitory,  for  the  infpe&ion  of  the 
public. 


Concluding  Ejf'ay  on  the  Science  of 
Orcharding.  By  the  fame. 

[From  the  Tranfaftions  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  injlituted  at  London,  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufac - 
turestandCommerce.  Vol.XIV.] 

IN  this  year's  paper  I  defire  to  in¬ 
troduce  to  the  fociety  fome  valuable 
additions  to  the  fcience  of  orchard¬ 
ing: 

Firft — the  removing  trees  of 
the  age  of  twenty  years  or  up¬ 
wards,  to  fupply  any  deficiencies  ; 
by  which  means  the  rows  in  the 
plantations  will  be  fully  kept  up,  and 
the  orchard  remain  perfect,  with 
trees  of  the  fame  age  and  fort  as 
thole  which  have  decayed  or  died. 

Secondly — the  engrafting  of  new 
bark  upon  trees  that  have  been  in¬ 
jured  by  cattle,  carts,  &c.  and  thus 
trees  kept  in  a  perfect  it  ate,  which 
other  wife  would  have  died,  or  loon 
gone  to  decay.  But  I  wilh  previ- 
oufly  to  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  the 
focietj*,  that,  in  the  whole  extenfive 
orchards  throughout  the  kingdom, 
moft  of  the  ltandard  fruit-trees  may 
be  prevented  becoming  rotten,  hol¬ 
low*,  or  much  decayed,  until,  by  great 
length  of  time,  a  drynefs,  want  of 
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energy,  or  by  their  own  weight,  they 
fall  into  actual  diffolution  ;  and  as  it 
is  allowed,  that  large  trees  yield 
the  molt  productive  crops,  either 
individually,  or  per  acre,  atten¬ 
tion  fhould  be  given  to  run  the 
trees  to  fize ;  for  at  prefent  there  is 
no  competent  idea  to  what  extent; 
trees  may  be  induced  to  grow,  by  a 
fuitable  manure  and  proper  manage¬ 
ment. 

The  baneful  effects  of  canker  may 
be  nearly  batiifhedfrom  the  more  de¬ 
licate  fruit  trees,  and  the  oozing  of 
gum  in  a  great  meafure  prevented 
in  the  different  fpecies  of  the  cherry, 
and  other  ftone  fruits. 

In  the  firft  paper  I  did  myfelf  the 
honour  of  presenting  to  the  focietv, 
I  represented  that  “  pruning  is  an 
“  important  article,  with  regard  to 
“  the  health  of  trees,  and  their  bear- 
“  ing;  and,  if  judicioufly  done,  they 
“  will  come  into  bearing  fooner, 
“  and  continue  in  vigour  for  nearly 
“  double  their  common  age.” — (See 
A.  P.egifter  for  1793,  p.  82).  That 
attentive  care  which  choofes  the 
proper  foil ;  places  the  trees  at 
due  diflances,  according  to  their  na¬ 
tural  growth ;  keeps  the  branches 
free  and  open,  that  the  lun  may  pafs 
over  the  ground ;  all  being  perfectly 
pruned  and  regularly  cleaned,  lb  that 
the  tree  may  become  healthy,  round 
and  large,  and  carefully  apply  the 
manure  and  culture  moll  proper  for 
fertilizing  the  lands  appropriated  to 
orcharding:  when  thel’e  advantages 
ffiall  be  really  united,  it  may  reafbn- 
ably  be  expected  that  the  fruits  mult 
be  larger,  finer  coloured,  freer  from 
fpecks,  and  of  a  rjeher  quality 
whence  fuch  fruits  muff  have  a  pre¬ 
eminence  in  the  markets  ;  or,  if  ori¬ 
ginally  intended  to  be  thrown  into 
the  mill,  the  cider  wall  be  more  in 
quantity,  ffronger,  and  higher  fla¬ 
voured  ; 
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voured ;  proofs  of  which  may  eahly 
he  brought.  As  I  apprehend  the 
orchards  and  ftandard  fruit-gardens 
of  this  country  may  food  be  eft  mint¬ 
ed  at  fame  hundred  thoufand  acres, 
and  fliould  expect  from  the  improve¬ 
ments  attempted  to  be  introduced, 
that  in  ten  years  time  each  acre,  on 
an  average,  will  increale  by  the  im¬ 
proved  culture,  to  more  than  one 
pound  per  acre  in  value  per  annum, 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  arro¬ 
gant  in  me  to  fay,  that  I  look  upon 
wyfelf  as  being  the  a&ual  means  of 
benefiting  my  country  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  a  year. 

And  if  orchardifts  will  confider 
this  petition  to  be  founded  in  truth, 
it  will  be  an  incitement  to  their  ex¬ 
ertions.  The  premiums  offered  by 
the  ibciety  to  promote  the  proper 
planting  and  culture  of  orchards,  it 
is  expended  will  fpread  emulation 
among  the  planters,  and  (aided  by 
the  extenfive  improvements  of  inland 
navigation,  by  which  fruit  and  cider 
may  be  conveyed  from  one  extremi¬ 
ty  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other),  the 
culture  of  orchards  may  be  regard¬ 
ed  as  a  national  concern. 

When  pruning  fhall  be  fully  un- 
derftood,  and  generally  practifed,  the 
benefits  relulting  therefrom  will  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  much  more  the  effect  of 
judgment  than  the  refult  of  actual 
labour;  for  I  have  often  mentioned, 
among  my  friends,  my  expectation, 
when  the  trees  are  properly  brought 
into  order,  the  whole  fyltein  will  be 
little  other  than  penknife-pruning, 
except  what  may  arife  from  accident 
or  negledl.  So  far  from  wiihing  to 
have  large  limbs  wantonly  taken 
from  trees,  the  rule  is,  “  keep  the 
“  branches  out  of  the  reach  of  cattle, 

“  then  let  them  follow  their  natural 
u  growth.” — (See  the  preceding  pa- 
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per,  p.  91).  This  would  foon  he  veri.- 
tied,  it  a  few  proprietors  and  cotta-* 
gers  confidered  the  nature  of  this 
bufmefs,  and  began  pruning  their 
own  trees  from  the  fir  ft  planting,  by 
way  of  example.  When  the  cotta¬ 
ger  comes  to  prune  his  matter's 
trees,  then  wall  each  concur  in  opi¬ 
nion,  for  it  depends  more  upon  the 
mind  than  upon  the  hand  ;  and  yet 
there  is  no  my  fiery- — the  matter 
fpeaking,  the  cottager  comprehends 
his  directions,  and  thus  the  work 
would  go  on  properly.  In  Mr.  Bould- 
ing’s  certificate  (A.  R.  for  1 793., 
p.  S3),  “  v\e  were  fometimes  in 
“  doubt  whether  a  particular  branch 
“  fhotdd  he  takeil  off  or  not ;  the  rule. 
“  eftablifhed  was,  confider,  will  that 
“  branch  be  in  the  way  three  years 
“  hence  ?  If  it  will,  the  fooner  it  is 
“  off  the  better." 

I  have  taken  much  pains  to  cor¬ 
rect  prejudice  and  eftablifh  a  rational 
culture,  and -have  no  doubt  but  it 
will  become  general;  yet,  I  mutt  con- 
fefs,  I  fliould  like  to  fee  it  fully  efta- 
bliflied  in  my  own  time.  The  whole 
fyftem  is  grounded  on  the  regular 
operations  of  nature  in  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  vegetation  :  the  advantages, 
are  fully  explained  in  the  refpective 
papers ;  and,  for  the  mere  labourer,  I 
there  is  a  ihort  a b ft r act  and  in- 
ttructions  in  Vol.  XIII.  (A.  R.  for 
1795>  P-77)*  1  have  reconiider- 

ed  every  thought,  and  find  them 
all  concenter  in  the  fingle  word 

HEALTH. 

My  chief  inducement  in  writing 
on  the  art  of  pruning,  was  to  refeue 
fo  valuable  a  branch  of  agriculture 
from  neglect,  or  from  the  more  de- 
ftrudjtive  manner  in  which  the  work 
has  hitherto  been  performed.  Ob- 
ferve  in  my  new  fyftem,  “  the  trees 
“  continue  of  the  fame  fize  both  be- 
“  fore  and  after  pruning,  and  all  the 

“  extreme- 
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“  extreme  fhoots  keep  at  the  fame 
**  dil'tanee,  which  is  an  improve- 
“  ment  not  before  brought  into  prac- 
“  tiee." — See  the  preceding  paper, 

p.  91. 

I  have  undertaken  to  produce  four 
apple-trees  within  the  fame  inclofure, 
each  of  which  (hall  cover  ten  poles 
of  ground  long  before  they  fall  into 
actual  decay  ;  and  for  that  purpofe 
have  meafured  four  trees  on  the 
north  fide  of  Sittingbourne,  in  an  or¬ 
chard  belonging  to  a  gentleman  at 
Maidftone ;  and,  with  proper  ma¬ 
nagement,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they 
may  be  brought  to  that  fize.  As 
they  hand  clofe  to  the  road,  where 
they  will  be  under  general  obferva.- 
tion,  I  Ihould  think,  if  a  vifible  im¬ 
provement  becomes  apparent  in  trees 
thus  marked  for  public  trial,  it 
would  counteract  the  negligent  habit 
of  hill  fullering  large  trees  to  con- 
tinue  fo  encumbered  ;  thefe  trees  are 
of  great  magnitude,  and  cannot  be 
lefs  than  an  hundred  years  old ;  are 
in  high  health  ;  yet  much  over-run 
with  humps,  dead-wood,  mofs,  See. 
I  remember  the  ground  more  than 
forty-years,  and  think  if  my  fyhem 
had  been  introduced  when  that  or¬ 
chard  was  firh  planted,  there  would 
have  been,  inhead  of  four  trees,  at 
leaft(ten  times  that  number,  and  of 
equal  value.  I  muh  fay  they  are 
noble  trees,  and  might  become  beau¬ 
tiful,  if  that  epithet  may  with  pro¬ 
priety  be  applied  to  an  apple-tree. 
I  have  had  a  long  correfpondence 
with  the  gentleman,  either  to  pur- 
chale  the  orchard,  or  to  have  the 
liberty  of  pruning  thoie  trees  gratis; 
and  under  1‘uch  conditions  1  have 
determined  not  a  branch  fhall  be 
touched,  but  with  the  confent  of  the 
tenant :  I  mutt  not  fay  more  upon 
this  fubjed  until  1  know  the  relult ; 
if  1  am  difappointed,  there  are 
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other  trees  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  fame  age,  but  they  are  neither  fo 
healthy,  nor  fo  well  fuited  for  my 
purpole. 

Several  times  I  have  been  alked 
how  much  an  old  tree  ought  to  be 
pruned? — The  proper  anfwer  would 
be,  if  it  be  very  old,  and  much  en¬ 
cumbered,  do  not  let  in  the  cold 
winds ;  but,  with  care,  take  off  the 
flumps,  with  all  the  decayed,  rotten, 
and  blighted  branches,  leaving  the 
reft  to  the  diferetion  of  each  perfon, 
who  will  foon  fee  how  much  is  ne- 
celfary;  felf-con vieffion  being  the 
belt  fchool  for  improvement.  The 
truth  is,  whoever  would  form  or¬ 
chards  to  produce  credit  to  himlelf 
and  profit  to  his  fucceffor,  mull  not 
luffer  the  trees  to  become  old  before 
the  operations  commence,  but  de¬ 
termine  that  pruning,  cleaning,  and 
rubbing  off  the  rotten  bark,  Ihould 
be  begun  in  the  nurferv,  and  regu-. 
larly  continued  to  the  extremity  of 
old-age;  from  which  method  very 
little  wood  need  be  taken  off  at  a 
time;  and,  by  ufmg  medication,  the 
wounds  will  heal,  without  cauhng' 
ar.y  more  blemilhes  than  the  tree 
was  fubjed  to  at  the  time  the  limb 
was  taken  off;  for  it  is  not  the  iirft 
cutting  which  blemilhes  the  tree, 
but  the  corrolion,  arifiag  from  neg- 
led. 

Let  each  perfon  therefore  deter¬ 
mine,  that  no  ltandard  fruit-tree 
Ihould  be  buffered  to  remain  encum¬ 
bered  with  rotten  and  decaying 
branches  ;  for  thefe,  admitting  the 
water  into  the  tree,  and  contami¬ 
nating  the  ballamic  virtues  of  the 
lap,  lay  the  foundation  of  lure  de¬ 
ft  rud  ion  to  the  tree,  and  furnifli  to 
inleds  a  nidus  under  the  rotten 
bark,  in  which  they  depolit  their 
eggs. 

I  mentioned  ta  Mr.  Fauffet,  in 

the 


96  ANNUAL  HE 

the  year  1789,  as  appears" in  Vol. 
XI.  (A.  R.  for  1793,  p.  85,)  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  mifchief 
affe&ing  my  trees,  arofe  from  in- 
feds,  vermin,  and  microlcopic  ani- 
malculae,  getting  under  the  bark, 
which  has  the.  1  alt  year  been  more 
fully  elucidated  by  William  Hamp- 
foo,  of  Dewnap,  efq.  in  the  thir¬ 
teenth  volume  of  Tranfadions, 
(A.  II.  for  1795,  p.  80,)  under  the 
article  Infeds;  and  the  prevention 
is  there  fo  properly  pointed  out 
by  him,  that,  in  the  character  of 
orchard!!!  general,  I  with  ltrongly 
to  enforce  the  practice.  I  have 
often  feen  whole  crops  of  the  more 
delicate  apples  deftroyed  by  the 
foliage  being  eaten  off  in  the  fpring  : 
the  hardy  fruits  are  not  fo  liable  to 
thefe  difafters,  for  the  ftrong  health 
of  thofe  trees  in  a  great  meafure  fe- 
cures  them  from  fuch  depredations. 

Laft  fummer,  in  Kent,  I  had 
much  converfation  with  fome  very 
intelligent  men,  on  the  fubjed  of 
orcharding  and  general  agriculture. 
A  gentleman  on  the  hills  fhewed 
me  lome  large  trees,  and  afked  my 
opinion.  1  replied,  “  Do  nothing ; 
“  for  you  can  gain  no  credit’'  by 
“  them,  from  the  energy  or  adive 
u  powers  of  vegetation  having  been 
“  lonp-  exhaufted  in  thofe  trees 

O 

but  I  pointed  out  fome  young  ones 
where  pruning  might  be  happily 
applied,  and  he  might  make  a  trial 
on  one  of  the  large  ones. 

At  Brambling,  1  vilited  an  or¬ 
chard  at  the  requelf  of  the  owner: 
the  trees  required  more  cleaning 
than  pruning,  and  1  requefted  he 
would  be  careful  to  attend  the  ope¬ 
ration  himfelf,  and  his  orchard 
would  become  more  valuable,  bv 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
fruit.  I  recommended  him  to  en- 
clofe  the  ground,  which  contained 
11 
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about  fix  trees,  with  hurdles,  and 
lie  might  eafily  unite  that  lpot  with 
his  pig-flies,  and  fuffer  the  hags  to 
be  conftantly  running  over  that 
ground ;  and,  from  the  manure  thus 
obtained,  the  trees  would  receive  a 
vifible  energy,  which  would  foon 
appear  in  the  growth  of  thofe  trees, 
when  compared  with  the  others, 
and  that  the  improvement  of  the 
trees  was  to  be  the  criterion  for 
him  to  adf  by ;  for  the  freer  the 
trees  grow,  the  more  effectually  they 
recover  the  pruning,  by  throwing 
out  young  wood;  and  I  remarked, 
that  if  the  orchard  was  my  own,  I 
would  open  the  gate,  without  re¬ 
ward,  for  the  drovers  to  bring  in 
the  yearling,  cattle,  which  pafs  the 
road  from  October  to  Midfummer, 
for  three  years ;  and  fuch  pradice 
would  double  the  value  of  the  fruit: 
I  mean,  to  what  it  will  be  ten  years 
hence,  for  the  trees  are  vifibly  going 
off’,  though  now  they  are  juft  in  a 
Hate  to  be  recovered. 

Laft  year  I  recommended  clean* 
ing  by  foap-luds  (A.  R.  for  1795, 
p.  80.)  A  gentleman  at  Wandf- 
worth  ufes  oil,  which  has  a  wonder¬ 
fully  good  effeft.  I  fliould  think  the 
oil  might  be  applied  about  a  month 
after  the  fuds.  As  I  am,  in  large 
concerns,  a  friend  to  cheapnefs  for 
the  bulk  of  mankind,  I  imagine  any 
damaged  oil  would  do  :  oil  certainly 
is  beneficial  to  trees. 

Thefe  'observations  are  fufficient 
to  fhew  that  I  am  attentive,  and 
vary  the.  advice,  according  to  the 
ftate  and  value  of  the  trees.  Some 
gentlemen  in  my  neighbourhood 
have  made  very  liandfome  exer¬ 
tions  ;  but  I  with  to  bring  the  im¬ 
proving  trees  into  univerfal  prac¬ 
tice,  and  keeping  them  in  bearing 
to  a  great  age  ;  and  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  perfons,  for  their  own 

fati^faction, 
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faiisfaclion,  fhould  fele«5l  ,a  certain 
humber  of  trees,  according  to  their 
fancy,  and  mark  them  in  pairs,  as 
to  their  age,  freeuefs  of  growth,  and 
Other  circ.umltances,  fui  table  to 
trial,  prune  and  manure  one,  and 
leave  the  other  in  the  ft  ate  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  hut,  for  experiment,  do  not 
prune  two  trees  (landing  next  to 
each  other,  in  the  fame  year,  when 
the  pre-eminence  of  the  practice 
will  foon  appear :  —inch  a  mode  is 
bringing  orcharding  to  a  fair  trial; 
and,  if  1  had  beeiffo  prudent  as  to 
have  managed  my  trees  alternately, 
two-thirds  of  the  growers  in  Eaft 
Kent  would  have  acquired  the  ici- 
ence  before  this  time.  It  may  ap¬ 
pear  that  I  argue  this  -fubject  too 
ftrotigly;  but,  when  we  recoiled 
that  the  fociety  has  been  thirty 
years  engaged,  and  (hewn  mod  af- 
fiduous  and  laudable  exertions,  aided 
by  many  high  premiums,  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  comparative  advantages  of 

the  drill  and  b road* c ait  hufbandry, 

»/  ' 

we  muft  ceai'e  to  wonder  that  the 
fcience  of  orcharding  has  not  made 
greater  progiefs. 

It  is  recommended,  that  the  rows 
of  trees  fhould  not  Hand  north  and 
foutb,  but  a  point  of  the  rompal’s 
towards  the  eait,  as  the  fun  will 
then  ihine  up  the  rows  foon  after 
ten  o’clock,  which,  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year,  will  ferve  to  diiTipate  the 
vapours  collected  in  the  night: 
thefe  vapours  hunt  the  fruit  in  the 
early  ft  ages  of  its  growth;  and, 
where  the  thaws  are  properly  at¬ 
tended  to,  this  pofition  will  belt 
enable  them  to  divide  and  blunt  the 
power  of  the  winds,  and  prevent 
blights,  and  the  thaw  might  be  a 
little  brought  over  the  fouth  :  but, 
as  each  fituation  has  a  predominant 
wind,  this  is  only  hinted  to  put  the 
planter  upon  his  guard:  the  ihaw 
Vol.  XXXVIII. 
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alfo  will  greatly  protect  the  fruit 
from  the  feverily  of  the  autumnal 
winds,  at  which  feafon  half  the 
crop  of  fruit  is  thrown  from  the 
tree  before  it  is  ripe;  and  the  heads 
at  that  time  of  ihe  year  being  loaded 
with  fruit  and  leaves,  many  trees 
are  actually  torn  out  of  the  ground, 
or  fo  lacerated  as  to  be  fpoiled, 
which  a  proper  fliaw  might  prevent. 
Judicious  Ihelter  fhould  be  the  firlt 
objed  thought  of  in  forming  an 
orchard  on  a  large  l'cale. 

Had  I  been  polfeiTed  of  ground 
near  my  own  dwelling,  I  fhould  ten 
years  ago  have  planted  an  extenfive 
experimental  orchard  —  it  would 
have  given  me  much  pleafure  ;  but 
there  is  no  land  attainable;  and  ex¬ 
periments  cannot  well  be  conducted 
at  a  diftanc.e,  to  any  great  credit, 
where  the  only  obje£t  is  to  rails 
emulation  by  way  of  example. 

When  I  pruned  the  trees  in  my 
orchards,  at  Sittingborne,  in  the 
year  1790,  they  being  young,  I  cut 
freely,  for  they  were  greatly  en¬ 
cumbered  and  decaying,  and  half 
the  wounds  were  made  by  taking 
off  the  ftumps,  and  cutting  down 
the  cankers  and  gum,  as  certificates 
fully  prove  (A.  R.  for  1793,  p.  84): 
and  I  was  certain  the  trees  would 
be  greatly  improved  by  the  pruning  ; 
but  I  mu  ft  mention  they  have  not 
been  touched  fince,  left  any  perfon 
who  may  examine  the  orchard  by 
way  of  obfervation,  might  confound 
the  former  and  new  wounds  to¬ 
gether. 

Let  no  one  be  afraid  of  the  ex¬ 
pence,  for  that  is  trivial ;  fourpenee- 
halfpenny  per  tree  once  in  three 
years  would  overpay  it,  after  the 
trees  have  been  brought  into  order, 
if  the  mafter  would  only  take  care 
they  are  kept  clean,  and  the  cafual 
accidents  duly  attended  to.  Ae- 
H  cording 
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cording  to  my  ideas,  the  age  of  a 
tree  is  not  to  be  confidered;  for  the 
judgment  mult  be  taken  from  the 
energy  and  freenefs  of. growth,  as 
many  trees  are  in  a  more  declining 
Hate  at  fixteen  than  others  at  an 
hundred.  Since  I  have  mentioned 
comparative  age,  ohferve,  from  fix¬ 
teen  to  twenty,  is  a  critical  time  for 
the  delicate  fruits :  if  they  continue 
in  health  beyond  that  period,  they 
generally  go  on  well  afterwards ; 
and,  upon  fome  future  occalion,  I 
ftiall  introduce  root-pruning. 

Were  it  neceffary  more  fully  to 
enforce  the  practice  of  pruning,  fup- 
pofe  an  order  was  given,  that  all 
peach-trees  Ihould  remain  im pruned 
for  five  years  :  from  thence  be  allur¬ 
ed,  there  would  fcarcely  be  a  high 
flavoured  peach  in  the  kingdom,  all 
either  four  or  inlipid.  The  apple  or 
cherry  do  not  require  the  fame  care 
the  peach  does ;  yet  each  are  well 
worthy  of  attention.  1  obferved,  in 
Vol.  XII. — (See  the  preceding  pa¬ 
per,  p.  g*2.)  “  that  funlhine  and  (hade 
“  are  unalterably  the  caufe  of  l’weet 
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“  and  four  fruits.” 

Thofe  acquainted  with  the  wine 
’countries  know,  that  the  natives  be¬ 
llow  much  labour  in  manure,  culture, 
pruning,  and  more  particularly  in 
bringing  the  gnipes  to  perfect  ripe- 
nefs ;  and  I  do  not  fee  why,  in  Bri¬ 
tain,  fome  part  of  that  attention 
Ihould  not  be  given  to  the  apple. 

It  is  proper  here  to  recommend  to 
nurferymen,  to  be  attentive  to  their 
grafts,  for  more  depends  upon  it 
than  is  imagined ;  as,  from  the  grafts 
being  full,  well  wooded,  clear,  and 
properly  chofen,  the  fruit  will  be 
both  larger  and  higher  flavoured. 
Though  the  foil  and  culture  may  be 
the  fame,  the  health  of  the  wood  of 
the  tree  is  all’o  molt  materially  affect¬ 
ed  during  the  whole  time  of  the  tree’s 
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exillence,hy  the  proper  maturity  the 
fcion  was  in  at  the  time  it  was  firft 
put  into  the  flock. 

As  this  is  to  be  my  laft  efiay,  I 
with  to  fend  it  out  as  perfect  as  I  can, 
and  beg  excufe  for  the  great  length. 
Let  any  perfon,  whole  mind  has,  by 
precept,  been  turned  to  philosophi¬ 
cal  enquiries,  confider  the  following 
flatement :  when  an  orchard  has  be¬ 
come  old  and  much  encumbered,  fo 
that  the  trees,  from  being  too  thick, 
totally  overlhade  the  ground,  if  one 
of  thofe  trees  dies,  the  four  next  fur- 
rounding  it  will  each  of  them  throw 
out  their  branches  to  fill  up  that  void 
fpace ;  the  lap  of  thofe  four  trees 
tending  that  way  by  the  aCtive  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  fun  and  air,  and  the 
other  parts  of  thofe  trees  Hill  remain¬ 
ing  encumbered,  will  of  confequence 
decline  in  vegetation ;  for  the  energy 
is  drawn  the  contrary  way.  Thefe 
things  happen  every  day,  but  on 
the  unobferving  eye  make  little  im- 
preflion.  This  intuitive  energy  of 
nature  is  not  confined  to  vegetation, 
for  it  pervades  all  nature:  then  why 
not  fuppofe,  if  a  part  of  a  tree  is  de¬ 
cayed,  and  you  take  it  out,  that  na¬ 
ture  is  capable  of  filling  up  the  void 
fpace  :  that  fhe  is  capable,  is  moft 
undoubted,  and  Ihe  will  do  it  too, 
if  there  is  any  energy  left,  by  fup- 
plying  younger  and  better-bearing 

wood  than  that  which  is  taken 

> 

away. 

Where  the  trees  are  fo  clofe  and 
encumbered,  that  the  agricultural 
vegetation  cannot  thrive  under  them 
the  fruit  from  l'ueh  an  orchard  will 
hardly  be  large  and  high-flavoured ; 
neither  will  it  keep  fo  well. 

Laft  autumn,  the  delicate  fruit- 
trees  were  much  incommoded  with 
a  whitjfli  mould  or  mildew,  which  I 
ha  ve  regularly  obferved  to  take  place 
in  what  is  called  muggy  weather  ; 
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this  is  what  lays  the  firft  foundation  of 
canker  ;  it  Was  very  prevalent  about 
feveti  years  back.  1  have  long 
known  it  to  anfe  from  ariimalculae, 
fettling  on  the  Wounded  parts  of  the 
tree,  and  the  ihoots  of  the  prefent 
year.  In  Vol.  XMI.  (A.  IL  for 
1795.  p.  80)  I  pointed  out  the 
cure,  which  is  rubbing  otf  with  the 
lard  medication ;  and  I  recommend 
to  have  the  Ihoots  cut  at  a  large  bud; 
for,  when  they  have  been  thus  af¬ 
fected,  there  are  but  few  of  them  will 
Hand  the  cold  of  the  winter:  they 
generally  die  oti  about  halfway  up. 

I  have  formerly  quite  removed  the 
canker  from  feme  nonpareils,  which, 
after  three  years  medication,  threw 
out  moots  a  yard  long  ;  this  induced 
me  today,  that  the  mercury  gave  aii 
energy  to  the  plant ;  I  mean,  by  the 
mercury  curing  the  difeafe,  the  plant 
recovered  its  energy :  any  one  may 
fatisfy  himfelf  that  it  is  anitnalculae, 
by  rubbing  a  little  of  the  mildew  be¬ 
tween  his  thumb  and  his  tore-finger, 
when  the  irifeVts  actually  break,  and 
produce  a  matter  like  the  cochineal 
fly  (-coccus  matt ). 

Another  circumftance  worthy  ob- 
fervation  is,  the  cuftom  of  attempt¬ 
ing  to  check  the  too  great  flow  of 
the  lap,  particularly  in  pear-trees, 
by  cutting  a  circle  through  the 
hark,  with  the  intention  to  make 
the  tree  fruitful;  much  better 
would  it  be,  by  natural  means,  to 
lead  the  lap  regularly  through  all 
the  ‘branches  ;  the  action  of  the  fun 
Would  then  properly  impel  it  to  the 
extreme  parts  of  the  tree,  for  {’well¬ 
ing  the  buds,  and  fupportmg  the 
fruit  ;  and  this  even  flow  6f  lap  is 
what  produces  fruitful  11  els,  and  is 
implied,  (A.  ft.  for  1793,  p.  82.)  — 
u  the  more  the  range  of  bran  lies 
flioot  circularly,  the  more  equally 
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will  the  fap  be  diflributed,  and  the 
better  will  the  tree  bear/' 

Let  me  entreat  thole  interefled 
in  fruit  plantations,  to  unite  in 
eftablifliing  and  exalting  the  fcience 
of  orcharding,  to  make  it  one  of 
the  handmaids  of  commerce :  it  is 
certainly  the  poor  man's  friend,  the 
rich  m  m’s  pleafure,  the  pride  and 
ornament  of  the  refpedtive  fpots 
attached  to  each  habitation.  View 
the  trees  in  fpring  unfolding  and 
raifing  their  beautiful  blofloms  and 
leaves  up  to  the  eye  of  heaven,  an4 
in  auturnu  gently  bending  their 
pliant  branches  for  the  induflrio-us 
hand  to  gither  the  fruits.  Do  not 
wonder  that  I  fliould  fliew  a  little 
enthu  fiafm  for  the  welfare  of  a  fcience 
which  I  have  actually  created,  and 
from  which  I  have  received  much 
fatisfaction. 

The  ancients  had  their  goddefs 
Pomona,  to  whom  they  paid  divine 
honours,  which  goddefs  was  no  other 
than  an  ideal  fuperintendency  fup- 
pofed  to  prefide  over  orchards;  which 
is  a  mo  ft  convincing  proof  that  they 
held  the  culture  of  fruits  in  high 
eflmiatton. 

Through  the  whole  procefs  I  have 
confined  my  inftrubtions  to  fiandard 
trees;  but  now  fay,  they  are  equally 
applicable  to  fruits  111  general,  even 
to  the  hawthorn,  whole  blofloms  in 
fpring,  arid  fruit  for  the  birds  in 
autumn,  make  i'c  worth  fome  atten¬ 
tion  in  parks,  and  fuch  plantations. 

For  the  full  eflablifhment  of  the 
art,  nothing  more  is  neceflary,  than 
to  gain  two  or  three  capital  land- 
owners  in  each  diftribt,  who  occupy 
their  own  eftates,  and  influence1  them 
to  examine  the  fyftem,  and  follow  it, 
from  which  much  improvement  muft 
refult.  In  every  fcience  the  prin¬ 
ciples  muft  be  underflood  before  the 
II  2  practice 
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practice  can  become  general.  I  am, 
iir,  Your  moft  bumble  fervant, 

T.  Skip  Dyot  Bucknall. 
Hampton  Court , 

Jan,  6,  1796. 


An  Account  of  the.  Drainage  of  a 
Marfh  near  Marazion,  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  formerly  overflown  by  the 
fea ,  and  looked  upon  as  irreclaim¬ 
able ,  but  note  in  ajiate  of  cultiva¬ 
tion.  From,  the  fame . 

ON  pufebafing  tbe  leafehold  of 
an  eftate  near  Marazion,  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  confifting  of  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres,  I  found  feventy  in  a  ftate 
of  good  cultivation,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  of  wafte  land,  con- 
filling  of  marih,  croft,  ancLfandy  foils. 
I  flattered  myfelf,  that  a  great  part 
•of  this  unprofitable  fpot  might  be 
converted  into  ufeful  and  valuable 
land,  which,  in  this  neighbourhood, 
in  the  common  ftate  of  cultivation, 
is  worth  from  three  to  fix  pounds  the 
Cornifli  acre  (about  one-fifth  part 
larger  than  ftatute  meafure).  From 
a  profpect  of  recovering  that  part 
called  the  Marfh,  which  had  hitherto 
been  accounted  irreclaimable,  I  laid 
down  a  plan  of  draining  the  fame, 
which,  if  I  fucceeded  in,  might  pro¬ 
bably  induce  the  proprietors  of  other 
tracts  of  marlh-iand  in  this  vicinity, 
to  make  fiinilar  attempts. 

The  novelty  of  my  draining  fcheme, 
with  its  attendant  difficulties,  joined 
to  the  great  diflike  which  moft  far¬ 
mers  in  the  weft  of  England  have  to 
the  improvement  of  low  lauds,  drew 
on  me  the  cenfure  of  the  public,  who 
treated  the  fcheme  as  chimerical, 
and  impoffble  to  be  effected  for  the 
following  reafons : 

Firlt-— Becaufe  the  fea  had  aceefs 
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to  this  land,  and  overflowed  it  at 
fpring  tides  with  two  feet  water; 

Secondly — If  the  fea  were  exclud¬ 
ed,  the  frelh  water  would  be  accu¬ 
mulated,  and  ftill  keep  it  in  the  ftate 
of  a  bog,  as  the  water  had  no  other 
vent  than  by  its  direCfc  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  fea ;  and, 

Thirdly — That  if  the  fuceefs  ih 
the  drainage  fhould  be  equal  to  my 
moft  fanguine  expectations,  yet  the 
nature  of  marfli  land,  in  general, 
would  not  admit  of  any  valuable  im¬ 
provement. 

However  cogent  thefe  reafons 
might  appear  to  the  public,  I  was  ! 
convinced  that  they  arofe  more  from 
the  want  of  a  fpirit  of  enterprize,  and 
little  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  fuch 
foils,  than  from  a  decided  conviction 
of  the  failure  of  the  plan  ;  and,  on 
confiilering  the  advantages  likely  to 
refult  from  the  improvement,  in 
cafe  of  fuccefs,  and  the  example 
given  to  my  countrymen,  who  pofy 
lefs  fimilar  traCVs  of  marfli  land,  I 
was  emboldened  to  undertake  the 
drainage  of  this  bog,  which  for  time 
immemorial  had  been  looked  on  as, 
utterly  irreclaimable. 

The  fpot  fixed  on  for  the  intended 
improvement,  confided  of  lixty-three 
acres,  ftatute  meafure;  of  which 
thirty-fix  acres  were  marfli ;  feven- 
teen  acres  of  a  light  blackilh  land, 
and  ten  acres  of  croft,  confiding  of  a 
light  black  mould,  with  a  fubftra- 
tum  near  the  furface,  of  a  fine  tena¬ 
cious  clay.  The  croft  and  fandy 
land  lay  on  a  riling  ground,  ferving 
as  a  furrounding  Ikirting  to  the  marfli, 
and  which,  from  their  gentle  eleva¬ 
tions,  might  be  ufeful  in  rainy  fea- 
fons  for  cattle  to  refort  to. 

On  confidering  that  the  moft  fer¬ 
tile  foils  confift  of  a  combination  ol 
clay,  fund,  and  vegetable  matter,  in 

different 
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different  proportions,  and  that  thefe 
tliree  fubfiances  Were'almoft  diftinff, 
and  to  be  procured  in  any  quantity 
from  this  improvable  fpot,  it  appear¬ 
ed  probable  that,  after  a  complete 
drainage  was  perforrhed,  little  more 
remained  to  be  effected,  than  a  hap¬ 
py  combination  of  thefe  tliree  foils, 
fo  contiguous  to  each  other, to  render 
the  whole  good  and  productive  land. 

The  mar  Hi,  containing  thirty-fix 
acres,  is  lituated  between  the  croft 
and  the  fandy  foil,  which  has  been 
thrown  up  by  the  lea,  and  lerves  as 
a  natural  embankment  aeainft  the 

#  O 

water,  which  at  every  lpring-tide 
overflowed  this  low-land  to  the 
height  of  two  or  thfee  feet,  by  a 
dired  communication  of  a  river 
which  carries  off  a  part  of  the  re¬ 
dundant  water  collected  on  its  fur- 
face,  from  its  own  lprings  and  others 
in  its  vicinity,  and  the  rain  from 
the  higher  grounds. 

This  marfh,  from  time,  immemo¬ 
rial,  has  produced  nothing  but 
rufhes,  flags,  gofs  ( arimdo  phragmi- 
tis) ,  iris  paluftris ,  water-lily,  and 
feveral  other  aquatic  plants,  which, 
from  their  verdure,  ferved  only  as 
a  decoy  for  cattle,  that  were  fre¬ 
quently  fmothered  in  attempting  to 
reach  them,  to  the  great  lols  and 
injury  of  the  tenants.  Several  per- 
fons  alfo  have  loll  their  lives  by 
getting  at  night  into  this  rnorafs, 
over  which  boats  have  frequently 
palfed  to  enable  fportfmen  to  lecure 
the  game  which  flocked  to  this 
place  in  great  quantities  during 
winter.  From  the  production  of 
marfh  miafmata,  fevers  of  tlie  low 
nervous  kind,  but  particularly  a- 
gues,  have  greatly  prevailed,  to  the 
annoyance  and  ditlrefs  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

The  great  and  infuperable  diffi¬ 
culty,  which  hitherto  prevented 
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even  an  attempt  towards  the  drain¬ 
ing  this  bog,  arofe  from  its  being 
under  the  level  of  the  lea  at  l’pring- 
tides ;  fo  that  no  deeper  outlet 
could  be  procured  than  the  river, 
which  ftipplied  it  with  falt-water. 
But,  on  confidering  the  nature  of 
water,  which  prefies  equally  on 
every  fide,  1  ful’pe&ed  that  a  pipe, 
with  a  valve  at  its  extremity,  in¬ 
troduced  at  lialf-ebb,  through  the 
fandy  embankment,  to  the  body  of 
the  marfh,  would  tend  to  carry  of!' 
the  furiace- water ;  and,  from  the 
fhutting  of  the  valve,  on  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  tide,  no  lea-water 
could  gain  admittance  through  the  * 
tube.  On  taking  an  accurate  fur- 
vey  of  the  levels  from  the  lea,  at 
the  point  of  half-ebb,  to  the  furface 
of  the  ground  in  the  marfh,  mea- 
furing  in  length  one  hundred  and 
feventy-four  yards,  it  was  found 
that  fix  feet  of  level  could  be  gained, 
after  allowing  two  feet  for  the  flow¬ 
ing  of  the  water  through  the  pipe  ; 
accordingly,  an  embankment  of  one 
thouiand  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
five  yards  in  length,  formed  of  ftrong 
clay  turf,  about  five  feet  high  and 
fix  feet  thick,  was  made  round  the 
two  tides  of  the  marfh,  which  were 
liable  to  be  overflown  by  the  fea; 
the  ditch  ferving  as  a  channel  to 
carry  oft  the  water,  which  uled  to 
flow  over  its  lurface.  In  order  to 
carry  off  the  water  ltill  remaining 
on  the  marfh,  I  procured  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-four  yards  of  lquare 
pipe,  nine  inches  diameter  and  two 
inches  thick,  made  of  round  fir- 
wood  cqlled  balk,  which,  in  the 
mines  of  this  county,  is  the  wood 
moft  commonly  made  ufe  of,  and 
found  to  be  very  durable,  Specially 
if  kept  conflantly  in  water. 

In  May,  1793,  the  firft  pipe  was 
laid  down  on  the  Ihore,  at  the  point 
H  3  of 
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of  half  ebb,  and  fecured  by  means 
of  a  large  rock,  to  prevent  it  from 
fwimrmng;  the  other  pipes  were 
fnceeffively  joined,  and  laid  nearly 
on  a  plane  with  the  firft,  by  throw¬ 
ing  open  the  fand.  As  we  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  higheft  part  of 
the  Tandy  embankment,  which  was 
twenty-four  feet  above  the  pipes, 
the  difficulties  were  confiderably  in- 
creafed,  by  the  great  quantity  of 
land  neceffary  to  be  removed,  and 
its  tendency  to  fall  on  the  work¬ 
men  ;  fo  that  the  approach  towards 
the  marlh  became  tedious,  and  very 
expenfive.  However,  by  purfuing 
every  cautious  plan  which  could  be 
devifed,  to  prevent  accidents,  and 
to  make  the  work  lecure,  w7e  arriv¬ 
ed,  in  five  weeks  time,  at  the  bols¬ 
ters  of  the  marlh,  puffing  under  the 
river  and  new  made  embankment  at 
the  depth  of  fix  feet  under  the  fur- 
face,  where  the  pipe  opened  into  a 
jeferyo-ir  of  eighteen  feet  fquare  and 
eight  feet  deep,  prepared  to  colled 
the  fui  face-water,  which  imme¬ 
diately  flowed  through  the  pipe 
with  great  rapidity,  and  difcharged 
ltfelf  into  the  fea,  till  the  whole  of 
the  fl agnan t  water  was  taken  orb 
The  aperture  of  the  fea-pipe  had 
iron-bars  placed  before  it,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  infinuation  of  extraneous 
bodies,  and  alio  a  valve  made  of 
itrong  wood,  lined  and  hung  with 
leather,  and  loaded  with  iron,  to 
prevent  it  from  fwimming  at  the 
approach  of  the  tide,  which  aiways 
flint,  it  lo  dole  as  to  effectually  ex¬ 
clude  the  lea-water:  the  pipe  within 
the  relervoir  bad  alio  a  fimijar 
valve,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  near 
its  extremity,  which  was  covered 
with  a  a  iron  grating,  to  prevent  the 
intrufion  of  roots,  weeds,  &c.  that 
triight.  probably  obi  true!  the  p  adage 
of  the  water. 


As  loon  as  the  tide  returns  to  the 
pipe,  which  is  uncovered  fix  hours 
in  twelve,  the  marlh  water  ceales 
to  flow;  and,  during  that  time, 
collects  within  the  relervoir  and 
trenches  till  the  fea  begins  again  to 
retire;  and  when  the  collected  water 
becomes  of  equal  weight  with  the 
fea  water  over  the  fitore  pipe,  it 
finks  gradually  till  the  pipe  is  left 
by  the  lea,  when  it  regularly  dif- 
charges  the  water  ft  rained  from  the 
marlh  land ;  and  which  amounts  in 
winter  to  about  1-29,600  gallons, 
or  2160  hogl heads  in  twenty-four 
hours;  but,  111  fummer  the  quantity 
is  trifling,  and  does  not  exceed 
43,200  gallons  or  720  hogfheads, 
Some  little  difficulty  at  firft  arole 
from  the  valve  not  (hatting  itfelf 
properly,  by  the  intrufion  of  pebbles  ; 
but  this,  was  eafily  removed,  by 
adding  about  two  feet  of  pipe  be- 
yond  the  valve. 

Trenches  or  open  drains  of  three 
feet  deep,  five  feet  wide  at  the  top, 
and  three  at  the  bottom,  were  im¬ 
mediately  carried  from  the  relervoir, 
which  was  the  loweft  place,  to  the 
extreme  parts  of  the  marfli,  on  the 
fandy  fide,  about  fix  feet  within  the 
new  embankment,  and  interfered 
by  others  at  right  angles  towards  j 
the  croft,  from  fifty  to  feventv-twq 
yards  diftance,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  dividing  the 
whole  into  regular  oblong  fields,  as 
in  the  plan  ;  the  wetnel's'of  the  foil, 
and  the  great  difficulty  of  procuring 
a  firm  footing  for  the  workmen, 
obliged  them  to  ftand  on  pieces  of 
timber,  to  complete  thofe  numerous 
drains,  which  every  day  grew  firmer; 
and  in  a  few  weeks  the  foil  became 
fo  confolidated,  as  to  admit  of  per- 
fons  walking  over  it  with  tolerable 
fafety.  In  making  theie  drains,  a 
pot  of  copper  coins,  containing  about 
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one  thoufand,  was  difcovered  at  th.e 
depth  of  three  feet  from  the  furfaqe, 
which,  on  examination,  appeared  to 
belong  to  the  emperor  ViCtoririus, 
who  reigned  in  the  third  century ; 
thefe  -coins  were  much  injured  by 
the  corrofion  of  the  marine  acid, 
but  ieveral  were  bill  perfect  enough 
to  trace  the  outlines  of  the  emperor. 

As  foon  as  the  evaporation  affiltecl 
the  confolidation  of  the  farface,  the 
air,  within  a  mile  of  the  marfh,  be¬ 
came  fo  ftrongly  impregnated  with 
a  fulphureous  fmell,  as  to  render 
the  place  quite  obnoxious  to  paf- 
fengers,  till  the  ground  was  per¬ 
fectly  dry ;  this  might  probably 
happen  from  the  evaporation  of  the 
fluid  parts,  producing  a  decompo- 
fition  in  the  mud,  forming  therein  a 
hepar  fulphurh ;  or  hepatic  air  may 
be  eafily  produced,  by  adding  fea 
water  to  dung,  or  vegetable  fub- 
ftances,  from  the  vitriolic  falls  con¬ 
tained  in  the  water,  and  which  pro¬ 
bably  was  the  cafe  in  this  foil.  In 
the  courfe  of  a  few  months  the  fur- 
face  of  the  marfh  was  depreffed 
from  twelve  to  eighteen  inches ;  fo 
that  the  bed  of  the  river  became 
higher  than  the  furface  of  the  land. 

in  making  the  drains,  it  was  dif¬ 
covered,  that  the  upper  Itratum,  of 
two  feet  and  a  half,  confided  of  a 
dark-coloured  mud,  formed  from 
the  fediment  of  ftagnant  water  and 
a  peaty  lubftance,  bound  firmly  to¬ 
gether  by  an  infinite  number  of  the 
gofs  and  rufh  roots;  the  fub  lira  turn, 
an  entire  body  of  peat  three  feet 
and  an  half  deep,  of  which  twenty- 
one  inches  are  of  a  verv  black 
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colour,  and  the  Iqweft  part  of  a 
light  brownifh  or  deep  yellow  ;  under 
the  peat  lies  a  ftratum  of  fand  about 
five  feet  deep,  which  carries  evident 
marks  of  its  being  the  bed  of  the 
fea,  of  a  very  ancient  date,  and 
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which  has  been  gradually  excluded 
by  means  of  the  accumulation  of 
muddy  fediments,  and  the  dropping 
of  the  leaves,  &c.  of  aquatic  plants  ; 
and  which  together  form  peat  mofs. 
The  horizontal  pofition  of  the  leaves 
and  fteins,  which  are  eafily  difco¬ 
vered  in  the  peat,  is  a  brong  pre- 
l'umption  of  thole  bodies  having 
fallen  down,  and  being  buried  by 
the  conbant  accumulation  of  mud, 
which  with  the  leaves  are  the  com¬ 
ponent  parts  of  peat,  though  by 
fome  it  has  been  faid  to  be  a  vege¬ 
table  production,  fui  generis,  "i  he 
total  exclulion  of  air  is  abfoluteiy 
necefiary  before  thefe  bodies  will 
afi'ume  the  real  appearance  or  pro- 
perties'of  peat  mol's ;  and  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  upper  Itratum,  which 
at  this  time  partakes  of  very  little 
of  real  peat,  would  at  a  future  pe¬ 
riod,  by  the  gradual  addition  of  fi- 
milar  bodies  and  the  exclufion  of 
air,  polfefs  the  fame  qualities  and 
properties  as  the  under  Itratum,  and 
by  this  gradual  accumulation  totally 
exclude  the  fea.  But  the  coins 
found  in  the  marfh  indicate  that  the 
production  of  peat  mofs  has  been 
very  llow  in  this  particular  fpot. 

The  ftratum  of  fand  under  the 
peat  does  not  appear  to  he  the  ori¬ 
ginal  bed  of  the  lea ;  for  on  bream¬ 
ing  or  feurching  for  tin,  from  fix  to 
ten  feet  deeper,  another  Itratum  was 
difcovered,  conliitingof  round  linooth 
pebbles  and  gravelly  fubltances  con¬ 
taining  tin  ;  among  which  are  bo¬ 
dies  of  trees,  and  a  large  number  of 
hazel-nuts  in  the  molt  perfeCt  ft  ate, 
and  which  mult  have  beeu  collected 
in  this  place  by  means  of  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  inundation,  that  fwept 
thofe  beds  away  from  the  higher 
lands. 

In  co.nfequence  of  the  difcovery 
of  peat  in  this  marfli,  a  large  quan- 
H  4  tity 
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tity  has  been  cut  up,  dried,  and 
made  ufe  of  as  an  article  of  fuel, 
for  a  variety  of  purpofes,  to  which 
it  is  admirably  adapted,  and  fold 
at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  coals, 
and  boils  water  in  much  lefs  time; 
it  is  applied  in  public  breweries,  and 
for  every  culinary  purpoie  as  an 
article  of  fuel ;  it  is  made  ufe  of  to 
great  advantage  in  grates,  hearths, 
or  ovens,  and  when  coaked,  will 
ferve  for  the  niceft  operation  in 
chemiftry,  and  in  that  itate  is  fuffi- 
ciently  ftrong  to'  fm el t. metals  of  ti  e 
moil  difficult  fulion :  experiments 
are  now  making  on  it  to  calcine 
lime,  which  is  intended  as  manure 
for  this  land.  This  peat  produces 
a  fmall  quantity  of  red  allies,  which, 
on  lixiviation,-are  found  to  contain 
a  large  proportion  of  lea  fait,  which, 
for  land  not  already  impregnated 
with  the  marine  acid,  will  prove  a 
valuable  manure. 

After  the  drains  were  finifhed,  all 
further  operations  on  this  land  were 
dilcontinued  till  the  fpring  of  1794, 
when  the  furface  of  a  great  many 
acres,  confiding  of  light  fedgy  fu  lb- 
fiances,  was  pared  and  burned  du¬ 
ring  the  fu miner,  and  the  allies 
fpread  over  the  land;  afterwards 
the  plough  was  introduced,  to  de- 
droy  the  amazing  growth  of  the 
annul o  phragtnitis,  which,  from  the 
infinite  number  of  its  firong  fpread- 
iog  roots,  bound  the  furface  fo 
\jfirmly  together,  as  to  require  a 
numerous  team  of  cattle  to  plough 
it  a  proper  depth,  and  which,  from 
their  frequent  treading  over  the 
fame  ground,  rendered  the  foft 
parts  impaflable  ;  but  this  difficulty 
y/as  overcome  by  ploughing  the  drift 
time  without  a  mould  board,  lo  that 
fewer  oxen  were  able  to  perform  the 
fame  work.  The  foil,  on  being 
turned  up,  yielded  a  mod  offenfive 


fmell,  though  not  of  the  fulphur 
kind.  The  land  was  frequently 
ploughed  and  harrowed,  even  to  fix 
or  ieven  times,  the  inflammable 
fubftances  fet  on  fire,  and  the  allies 
fpread  on  the  furface.  After  all 
thefe  operations,  which  were  alfo 
repeated  in  1795,  the  ground  be¬ 
came  coniiderabiy  depretied,  and  fo 
coniolidated  as  to  admit  of  carts 
with'  narrow  wheels,  loaded  with  a 
ton  of  clay,  to  pals  over  it  with 
great  eafe.  On  the  hides  of  the 
drains,  large  quantities  of  yellow 
fea  fait  may  be  collected,  and  which 
were  produced  by  the  evaporation 
of  its  fluid  parts. 

In  the  fpring  of  1794,  four  acres 
of  oliers  were  planted,  after  the 
ground  had  bqen  thrown  up  into 
ridges ;  but  the  large  quantity  of 
fea-falt  deftroyed  the  whole,  except 
a  few  which  grew  on  the  higher 
ground  in  great  luxuriancy.  The 
oliers  at  (irft  put  forth  fine  Ihoots ; 
but  as  fnon  as  their  tender  roots 
abforbed  the  falme  particles  in  the 
foil,  they  died  immediately.  Po¬ 
tatoes  were  alfo  planted  in  large 
quantities  the  fame  leal  on ;  hut 
moll  of  them,  particularly  in  the 
low  places,  where  they  never  veger 
tated,  fhared  the  fame  fate. 

On  enquiry  I  find  that  thofe  far¬ 
mers  who  lay  large  quantities  on 
their  piles  (heaps)  of  manure,  expe¬ 
rience  the  fame  lefs  on  thefe  lpots 
for  two  or  three  years  afterwards; 
and  then  the  ground  aflumes  the 
rieheft  Hate  of  vegetation  In  the 
fpring  of  1795,  after  the  furface  was 
covered  with  large  quantities  of  clay, 
feveral  acres  were  fown  with  oats, 
fome  of  which  produced  very  good 
crops,  particularly  in  thofe  places 
where  the  marine  acid  was  diminifh- 
ed.  Turnips  and  potatoes  alfo  grew 
well, 

At 
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At  prefent,  the  poa  tririahs  grows 
naturally  in  the  greate.lt  luxuriancy 
on  every  part  where  the  inline  par¬ 
ticles  are  not  in  too  large  a  quantity  : 
the  appearance  of  this  gral’s  is  a  lure 
indication  of  the  foil  having  parted 
with  a  large  proportion  of  the  fait. 
Several  forts  of  cultivated  grades 
have  been  tried  in  final!  quantities,  as 
rye-grafs,  tre-foil,  clover,  and  mea¬ 
dow  fox-tail  ( alopecurus  pratevjis ) 
which  thrive  with  great  luxuriancy  ; 
chicory  ( cy curium  intybus)  has  been 
fown,  and  grows,  but  does  not  thrive 
well,  moft  probably  from  the  fait. 

It  is  furprifmg  to  fee  the  effecls 
of  frequent  ploughing,  &e.  on  this 
kind  of  foil,  which,  though  at  firft 
only  a  congeries  of  roots  and  light 
fubftances,  has,  in  a  year  or  two,  by 
fuch  practice,  alfumed  an  earthlike 
appearance  ;  and,  with  the'  addition 
of  clay,  lime,  linall  quantities  of  ma¬ 
nure,  particularly  of  animal  oil,  and 
frequent  heavy  rolling,  is  likely  to 
become,  from  the  moft  ufelefs  l’pot, 
the  moft  productive  land  for  pafture, 
to  which  only  it  ihould  be  applied.  In 
order  to  confolidale  the  foil  more  per¬ 
fectly,  fo  that  the  earthy  particles 
may  embrace  the  roots  of  the  graftes, 
and  retain  their  proper  moilture.  on 
which  the  luxuriancy  of  fuch  foils  in 
a  great  meafure  depends,  the  fur  face 
is  to  be  frequently  compreifed,  by 
means  of  a  rolling-cart,  which  may¬ 
be  burdened  according  to  the  ltate  of 
the  land,  and  is  a  moft  ufeful  ma¬ 
chine  to  carry  manure  on  low-lands 
during  wet  feafons. 

This  machine  confifts  of  three  cir¬ 
cular  pieces  of  llrong  elm,  two  feet 
diameter,  and  each  eighteen  inches 
long,  through  which  a  ftrong  iron 
axis  is  pafted,  fo  as  to  protrude  a  few 
inches  on  each  end  beyond  the  rol¬ 
lers  ;  after  all,  allowing  an  inch  be- 
tween  each  piece,  for  the  conve- 
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niency  of  turning  round.  On  the. 
projecting  part  of  the  axis,  a  fixed 
frame-work  is  placed  to  fupport  the 
cart,  which  may  be  loaded  to  any 
degree,  and  employed  limply  as  "a 
roller,  or  to  carry  manure,  Ac.  on 
land  where  common  wheels  cannot 
be  admitted. 

Every  meadow  in  this  improved 
fpot  can  be  watered  with  much  eafe, 
by  means  of  the  river  clofe  to  the 
embankment,  and  which  will  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  that  purpofe,  when  pafture 
is  introduced  throughout  the  whole. 

Marfh  lands  in  general  will  admit 
of  the  gieateft  improvement,  by  the 
following  mode  of  treatment : 

Firft — By  a  mechanical  arrange¬ 
ment  and  change  of  its  different 
parts,  as  by  frequent  ploughing,  har¬ 
rowing,  and  burning. 

Secondly — by  the  addition  of 
heavy  fubftances,  as  marie,  clay, 
gravel,  Ac. 

Thiidly — By  fuch  fubftances  as 
aCt  chemically,  and  bring  the  inert 
vegetable  matter  into  action,  as  lime, 
chalk,  alkaline  falts,  Ac. 

Fourthly  —By  manures, particular¬ 
ly  thofe  which  contain  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  animal  oil  or  mucilage,  as 
putrid  fifh,  lea-wrack,  liable  dung, 
Ac.;  for  marfh -land  in  general  fel- 
dom  contains  any  animal  fubftance, 
which,  in  a  great  meafure,  is  the 
grand  conltitoent  part  of  a  rich  foil. 

Fifthly  — By  compreftion*,  with 
rolling. carts,  cattle,  Ac. 

Sixthly — By  watering. 

The  fandy  and  croft  foils  adjoining 
to  the  nlarfh  have  been  cultivated, 
and  produced  ihis  fummer  very  ex¬ 
cellent  crops  of  potatoes,  turnips, 
barley,  oats,  buck-wheat,  and  tares. 

Thirty-fix  acres,  at  221.  6s.  a~d. 
per  acrC,  is  7051. 13s.  6d.  the  amount 
of  all  theexpences  to  make  the  marih 
pafture  land, 
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Letters  from  Mr.  John  Ball,  o/' Wil¬ 
li  ton,,  giving  on  account  of  his  me¬ 
thod  of  preparing  Opium  from 
Poppies  grown  in  England. — Prom 
{ he  fame. 

My  lords  end  gentlemen, 

BY  your  Secretary,  Mr.  More,  I 
received  your  resolutions  respecting 
your  purchafuig  from  me  the  mode 
of  my  preparing  the  Sample  of  opium 
which  I  took  the  liberty  offending 
to  you  for  your  particular  mlpection, 
and  at  the  lame  time  to  beg  the  fa- 
vour  of  your  having  a  Sufficient  trial 
of  its  properties,  which  1  find  you 
have  been  fo  obliging  as  to  have 
done ;  and  likewife  have  granted  to 
me  the  fifty  guineas  as  a  purchafe 
of  my  method  of  preparing  opium  ; 
for  which  you  have  my  Sincere  thanks ; 
and  I  am  exceedingly  pleated  to  find, 
that  it  was  thought  worthy  the  notice 
of  fo  honourable  and  refpe&able  a 
fociety ;  and  am  fatisfied  there  can 
be  no  other  mode  of  preparing  or 
collecting  the  true  and  genuine  opium, 
than  what  follows. 

Nothing  can  be  more  Simple,  or 
attended  with  lefs  expence,  than  the 
making  or  extracting  the  pure  and 
genuine  opium  from  the  large  pop¬ 
pies,  commonly  called  or  known  by 
the  name  of  garden  poppies ;  the 
feeds  of  which  1  would  ad  vile  to  be 
fown  the  latter  end  of  February,  and 
again  about  the  Second  week  in 
March,  in  beds  three  feet  and  an  half 
wide,  well  prepared  with  good  rotten 
dung,  and  often  turned  or  ploughed, 
in  order  to  mix  it  well  and  have  it 
fine,  either  in  fmal]  drills,  three  in 
each  bed,  in  the  manner  fallads  are 
Sown,  and,  when  about  two  inches 
high,  to  thin  them  one  foot  apart ;  or 
otherwise,  to  fow  them  in  beds  in  the 
hro.fid-caft  way,  and  thin  them  to  the 
fame  distance  (if  the  weather  Should 


prove  wet  at  that  time,  thole  that 
are  taken  up  may  be  transplanted  ; 
but  1  do  not  l'uppofe  the  transplanted 
ones,  will  anfwer,  having  but  one 
Spill-root,  and  will  require  frequent 
waterings):  keep  them  free  from 
weeds,  they  will  grow  well,  and  pro¬ 
duce  from  four  to  ten  heads,  filewing 
large  and  different  coloured  flowers, 
which,  when  the  leaves  die  away  and 
drop  off,  the  pods  then  being  in  a 
green  State,  is  the  proper  time  for 
extracting  die  opium,  by  making 
four  or  five  fmall  longitudinal  in- 
ci lions  with  a  Iharp-pomted  knife, 
about  one  inch  long,  on  one  fide  only 
of  the  head  or  pod,  juft  through  the 
fcarf-fkin,  taking  care  not  to  cut  to  the 
feeds  :  immediately  on  the  incifion 
being  made,  a  milky  fluid  will  iffue 
out,  which  is  the  opium,  and,  being 
of  a  glutinous  nature  or  fubftance, 
will  adhere  to  the  bottom  of  the  in¬ 
cifion;  but  Some  are  fo  luxuriant, 
that  it  will  drop  from  the  pod  on  the 
leaves  underneath.  The  next  day, 
if  the  weather  ftiould  be  fine,  and  a 
good  deal  of  funlliine,  the  opium  will 
be  found  a  greyilh  fubftance,  and 
forne  almoft  turning  black  :  It  is  then 
to  be  feraped  off'  the  pods,  and,  if 
any,  from  the  leaves,  with  the  edge 
of  a  knife,  or  an  inftrument  for  that  1 
purpole,  into  pans  or  pots  ;  and  in  a 
day  or  two  it  will  be  of  a  proper 
confidence  to  make  info  a  mafs,  and 
to  be  potted. 

As  foon  as  you  have  taken  away 
all  the  opium  from  one  fide  of  the 
pod,  then  make  incifions  on  the  op- 
polite  fide,  and  proceed  in  the  fame 
manner.  The  reafon  of  my  not 
making  the  incifions  all  around  at 
the  firft,  is,  that  you  cannot  fo  com 
veniently  take  away  the  opium;  but 
every  perfon,  upon  trial,  will  be  the 
heft  judge,  Children  may  with  eafe 
be  Soon  taught  to  make  the  incifions, 

and 
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and  take  off  the  opium  ;  fo  that  the 
expence  will  be  found  exceedingly 
trifling. 

The  fmall  white  feeds  in  that  ftate 
will  be  found  very  fweet  and  plea- 
fant,  and  may  be  eat  without  the  leatt  Jf 
danger;  and  it  is  the  eufiom  111  the  Jant 
eaft  to  carry  a  plate  of  them  to  the 
tables  after  dinner,  with  other 
fruits. 

1  intend  this  year  to  keep  apart  a 
fmall  quantity  of  opium  from  each 
coloured  poppy,  to  find  out  if  any 
one  more  than  another  produces 
the  greateft  quantity,  or  ot  the 
greateft  ltrength ;  and  lhall  fave  feeds 
of  each,  to  low  leparately  the  next 
ip  ring. 

1  am  of  opinion,  that  numbers  of 
inclo hires  taken  from  hills  in  a  fouth 
afpecf,  with  a  very  little  expence, 
may  be  brought  into  a  proper  ltate 
for  the  growth  of  poppies. 

I  fhould  think  that  an  inftrument 
may  be  made  of  a  concave  form, 
with  four  or  five  pointed  lances, 
about  the  twelfth  or  fourteenth  part 
of  an  inch,  to  make  tl^e  inciiiens  at 
once;  and  likewife  fomething  of  the 
rake-kind,  fo  that  the  three  drills 
which  I  have  directed  to  be  made  in 
each  bed,  may  be  performed  at  the 
fame  time. 

By  a  calculation  which  I  have 
made,  fa p poling  one  poppy,  growing 
in  one  fquare  foot  of  earth,  and  pro¬ 
ducing  only  one  grain  of  opium,  more 
than  fifty  pounds  will  be  collected 
from  off  one  ftatute  acre  of  land ;  but, 
upon  recollecting  that  one  poppy 
produces  from  three,  four,  to  ten 
heads,  and  in  each  from  fix  to  ten 
incifions  are  made ;  and  1  am  pofiuve, 
from  many  of  them  (I  mean  one  m- 
cifion)  the  laftyear,  1  took  away  two 
or  three  grains.  What  mult  then  be 
the  produce  ?  Opium  is  now  twenty- 
two  fhiUings  the  pound. 


I  am, 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

Your  molt  obliged  and  molt 
devoted  humble  fervant, 

John  Ball. 

i! l  it  on , 

2,  1795- 


Sir, 

HAVE  this  day  fent  you,  by,, 
the  coach  from  Bridgewater,  the 
opium  which  I  promii'ed  you  ;  and 
take  this  opportunity  of  informing 
you  refpedting  the  poppies,  ff  you 
recoiled,  1  was  fearful  that  the 
transplanted  one.s  would  not  anfwer, 
and  am  now  convinced,  having  a 
large  quantity  of  poppies  which  had 
town  themfelves  .  when  of  a  proper 
fize,  I  tranfplanted  about  four  ihou- 
fand  in  beds,  but  not  one  finale 
plant  came  to  perfection ;  therefore, 
lhall  never  tranfplant  auy  more ;  and, 
not  having  laved  any  feeds  the  lath 
year,  owing  to  my  not  being  at  home 
at  the  proper  time,  1  could  not  fow 
any.  The  bed  where  the  poppies  had 
fown  themfelves  was  rive  hundred 
and  ievemy-fix  feet  fquare,  from 
which  I  collected  about  four  ounces 
of  opium,  notwithstanding  the  plants 
were  very  thick  ;  and,  to  fhew  vou 
the  advantage  of  giving  them  fuffi- 
eient  room,  from  fome  few  plants, 
which  weie  detached,  I  took  from 
fifteen  to  thirtv-four  grains:  thefe 
had  fown  themfelves  on  ground  that 

had  been  well  manured  with  rotten 

*»r 

dung,  which  points  out  the  utility  of 
good  cultivation:  the  femi-d  ruble, 
and  thole  of  a  dark  colour,  produced, 
the  mod  opium.  The  pods  fhould 
be  about  the  fize  of  a  walnut,  before 
you  make  the  incifion :  the  dried 
poppy-heads  which  1  had  from  Che 
druggift  in  London,  are  full  three 
times  as  big  as  what  mine  are,  con- 

fequently 

'  A 


io8  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796. 

frequently  muft  produce  a  much  Method  of  rejioring  the  Bark  to 
greater  quantity  of  opium.  Trees. 

I  am,  fir, 

Your  moll  humble  fervant, 

John  Ball, 


Williton , 
Avgujl  22,  1 705. 
Mr.  More. 


Sir, 

I  RECEIVED  the  favour  of 
your  letter  dated  the  loth  inftant, 
by  which  I  find  you  have  extruded 
feme  opium  from  fingle  poppies ;  if 
you  will  pleafe  to  advert  to  my  let¬ 
ter  of  in  It  radio  ns  for  fuch  purpofe, 
I  laid  I  had  colleded  my  opium 
from  double  or  femi-double  poppies, 
which  accidentally  grew  in  my 
garden;  by  which  I  fmd  the  pro¬ 
duce  to  be  more  than  double  what 
you  collected  from  the  fingle :  as  a 
proof,  l  will  do  myfelf  the  pleafure 
of  fending  you  fome  opium,  which  I 
have  absolutely  collected  myfelf  this 
year  from  one  poppy;  I  fliould  fup- 
pofe  it  more  than  thirty  grains : 
twenty-eight  heads  grew  on  that 
poppy:  it  was  of  the  femi-double 
kind.  I  ihal!  like-wife  fend  you 
fome  of  the  heads  from  which  I  ex¬ 
tracted  the  opium,  being  far  prefer¬ 
able  to  the  fingle,  as  appears  from 
the  produce  of  each. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 
John  Ball. 

Williton , 

Sept  12,  1795. 

Mr.  More. 

Thefe  letters  are  followed  by  cer¬ 
tificates,  from  eminent  medical 
gentlemen,  eftablifliing  the  claims 
of  the  Englifh  opium  to  equal 
ftrength  with  the  foreign,  and  to 
fuperior  flavour  and  purity. 


[ From  the  fame.'] 

IN  the  feverity  of  the  fpring  of 
1704,  fome.  fatted  (beep  were  tinned 
into  a  valuable  orchard  of  mine,  of 
about  twenty  years  growth,  and 
they  in  a  fhort  time  actually. ftripped 
the  bark  from  feveral  of  the  trees, 
entirely  round  the  bodies,  leaving 
the  wood  bare  for  at  leu.it  fixteen 
inches. 

I  was  fo  much  hurt  by  this  acci¬ 
dent  as  to  determine  to  do  lome- 
thing  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
trees,  and  fave  them,  if  poflible. 
The  firft  flep  1  took  was* to  take  off 
the  arms  from  feveral  of  the  trees 
which  were  moil  injured ;  and,  ; 
from  the  large  ft  of  thofe  arms,  f 
flawed  off  flips  of  rind  of  about  two 
or  three  inches  in  width,  and  placed  ; 
four  or  five  of  them  perpendicularly 
round  the  naked  part  of  the  body; 
but  J  fliould  oblerve,  that  I  firft  cut 
away  all  the  rind  that  was  bitten, 
and  then  raifed  the  rind  up,  top  and 
bottom,  and  put  the  ends  of  the 
flips  under,  that  the  fap  might  cir¬ 
culate  ;  and  afterwards  bound  them 
exceedingly  tight  with  rope  yarn:. 

I  then  applied  a  competition  of  loam 
and  cow* dung  with  a  little  drift 
fond,  over  which  l  tied  lome  old 
facking  ;  which  was  the  whole  of 
the  procefs, 

Mr.  Dyot  Bucknall,  perceiving 
this  method  very  likely  to  fucceed, 
requeued  I  would  help  to  give  a 
recital,  the  heads  of  which  we 
wrote  upon  the.  lpot,  and  he  allured 
me  he  had  fent  them  to  you:  but 
left  he  may  have  made  any  miftake, 
he  vvilhed  I  would  fend  you  the  ac¬ 
count  myfelf. 

The  experiment  being  made  in 

the- 
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the  fpring  of  1794,  a  minute  infpec- 
lion  at  this  time  muft  determine 
the  fate  of  it ;  and,  permit  me  to 
allure  you,  it  has  fueceeded  far  be¬ 
yond  my  expectation :  the  flips  ad¬ 
here  as  dole,  and  are  as  full  of  fap, 
as  the  rind  on  any  other  trees. 
They  are  now  in  their  full  bio  fib  m, 
i'trong,  and  vigorous,  apparently  as 
if  they  had  received  no  injury.  But 
1  muft  obferve,  were  I  to  make  the 
experiment  again,  I  could  do  it 
more  dexteroufly ;  and  I  muft  men¬ 
tion  an  error  I  was  guilty  of  in 
hafte,  by  placing  fomy  of  the  flips 
the  wrong  way  upwards ;  conie- 
quently  the  fap  could  not  circulate. 


Method  of  renovating  decayed  Apple - 

FT» 

1  recs . 

[from  Wanfev’s  Journal  of  an  Ex¬ 
cut  fion  to  the  United  States.] 

Mr.  PRIAM,  at  dinner  one  day, 
was  telling  us,  that  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Worcefler,  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  when  their  apple-trees  grew  old 
and  decayed,  it  was  cuftomary  to 
tlrip  off  the  bark  from  fuch  trees,  and 
then  they  would  have  a  new  fmooth 
bark,  and  bear  with  frefli  vigour. 
This  diverted  Mr.  Genet  extremely; 
he  was  too  polite  to  fay  direCtly,  that 
he  doubted  the  fact,  but  declared, 
that  he  thought  the  receipt  for  re- 
ftoriug  youth  had  been  loft  ever 
finee  the  days  of  Medea  ;  that  it  was 
a  moft  happy  difcovery,  and  it  it 
could  be  removed  from  trees  to  men, 
lie  would  himfelf,  when  he  was  old, 
undergo  the  operation,  and  publifh 
the  receipt  for  the  good  ot  mankind. 
We  all  rallied  the  gentleman  a  good 
deal  upon  it,  as  it  is  generally  un- 
deillood,  when  you  ltrip  a  tree  ot  its 
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bark,  you  kill  it.  Mr.  Priam,  how¬ 
ever,  the  next  day,  brought  Mr. 
White,  another  gentleman  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  to  us  at  breakfaft,  who  con¬ 
firmed  the  afifertiou  as  a  faCt  within 
his  own  knowledge,  with  this  addi¬ 
tional  circumftance,  that  great  care 
is  taken  not  to  injure  the  inner  bark, 
from  whence  a  gummy  fubftanee 
oozed,  which  formed  the  outer  rind, 
as  perfeCt  and  fmooth  as  on  a  young 
tree,  and  that  the  trees  wereaCtually 
thereby  renovated. 


On  the  Ufe  of  Rice,  by  Thomas  Bar¬ 
nard,  efq .  Treafarer  to  the  Found¬ 
ling  Hof  pit  at. 

IN  the  beginning  of  laft  fummer, 
when  every  individuals  attention  was 
directed  to  the  faving  of  flour,  one 
of  the  firft  meafures  adopted  with 
that  view  in  the'  Foundling  hofpital 
was,  to  fubftitute  rice-spuddings  for 
thofe  of  flour,  which,  by  the  table 
of  diet,  were  ufed  for  the  children’s 
dinner  twice  a  week  ;  and  the  refult 
of  the  experiment  proved,  that  one 
pound  of  rice  would,  in  point  of  nu¬ 
triment,  fupply  the  place  of  eight 
pounds  of  flour.  The  flour-puddings 
for  each  day  had  confided  of  1 6 81b. 
of  flour,  141b.  of  fuet,  and  14  gallons 
of  milk,  and  coft  3I.  2s.  3d.  The 
rice-puddings,  fubftituted  in  their 
place,  were  made  of  21  lb.  of  rice, 
1 61b.  of  raifins,  and  14  gallons  of 
milk,  and  coft  1 1 .  9s.  2d.  being  not 
quite  half  the  expence  of  the  flour 
puddings.  The  2 lib.  of  rice  was 
found  to  produce  the  fame  quantity 
of  food  as  the  i68lb.  of  flour;  but 
being  more  liked  by  the  children, 
the  quantity  of  rice  has  fince  been 
iiucreafed  to  241b. 

The  increafe  that  rice  acquires 

by 
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by  being  bilked  with  milk,  may  be 
ascertained  by  baking  in  a  common 
pan,  without  any  previous  prepara¬ 
tion,  eight  ounces  of  rice,  four 
ounces  of  raifins,  and  two  ounces  of 
brown  Sugar,  with  two  quarts  of 
milk,  which,  at  the  expence  of 
about  nine-pence,  will  produce  four 
pound  and  a  half  weight  of  Solid, 
nutritious,  and  pleafaiit  food. 

To  fhew,  however,  that  the  in- 
creale  ot  bulk  and  weight  is  not 
merely,  though  partly,  owing  to  the 
milk,  but  chiefly  to  the  nutritious 
quality  ot  rice,  —  take  a  quarter  of  a 
pound  of  plain  rice,  and  tie  it  up  in 
a  hag,  So  loole  as  to  be  capable  of 
Holding  about  five  times  that  quan¬ 
tity,  and  boil  it,  it  will  produce 
above  a  pound  of  Solid  rice  food ; 
which,  however  ealy  the  cookery, 
will,  it  eaten  with  either  Sweet  or 
Savoury  Sauce,  make  a  good  palat¬ 
able  pudding. 

If  to  the  quarter  of  a  pound  of 
rice  is  added  an  egg,  a  pint  of  milk, 
a  little  Sugar  and  nutmeg,  it  will 
make  a  better  pudding  than  is  made 
with  either  flour  or  bread.  Obi'erve, 
that  it  is  only  to  the  boiled  pudding 
the  egg  fliould  be  added. 

Rice  is  alfo  a  good  ingredient  in 
bread.  Roil  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of 
rice  till  it  is  folt ;  then  put  it  on 
the  back  part  of  a  fieve  to  drain  it, 
and,  when  it  is  cold,  mix  it  with 
three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  flour,  a 
tea-cup  full  of  yeaft,  g  tea-cup  full 
of  milk,  and  a  iinall  table-fpoon  full 
of  la! t.  Let  it  ftand  for  three 
hours;  then  knead  it  up,  and  roll  it 
up  in  about  a  handful  of  flour,  fo 
as  to  make  the  outflde  dry  enough 
to  put  into  the  oven.  About  an 
hour  and  a  quarter  will  bake  at, 
and  it  will  produce  one  pound  four¬ 
teen  ounces  of  very  .good  white 
bread.  The  loaves  fliould  be  fmall, 


not  larger  than  what  is  above-men- 
tioned.  It  fliould  not  be  ate  till  it 
is  two  days  old. 

N.  B.  The  draining  of  the  rice 
will  Supply  the  place  of  llarch  for 
common  articles. 

I11  addition  to  the  above,  it  is  to 
be  oblerved,  that  with  a  little  bacon 
and  feafoning,  or  any  other  meat,  or 
with  cbeefe,  it  Stews  down  into  a 
cheap  and  favoury  dilh,  and  that 
there  is  hardly  any  preparation  of 
baked  or  boiled  meat  in  which  rice  is 
not  an  economical  and  ufeful  ingre¬ 
dient. 

The  preceding  calculations  were 
made  when  rice  was  at  a  higher 
price  than  at  pielent.  It  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  much  cheaper,  as  large 
quantities  of  rice  are  expended. 

The  nutritious  quality  of  rice  is 
attended  with  this  benefit,  that  it  is 
a  food  upon  which  hard  work  can  be 
done.  It  contains  a  great  deal  of 
nutriment  in  a  fmall  compafs,  and 
does  not  pafs  quickly  off  the  Stomach, 
as  lome  other  of  the  Substitutes  for 
wheat  flour  do  ;  but  is  bracing  and 
ftrengthening,  and  consequently  very 
ufeful  and  proper  for  the  laborious 
part  of  the  community. 


Mode  of  preventing  the  Water  in 
Sheep. 

[From  the  European  Magazine.] 
Sir, 

I  I  has  often  been  remarked  how 
little  the  dilbrders  incident  to  fheep 
are  even  known  in  fheep  countries* 
The  common  fhepherds  keep  pace 
with  the  common  farriers,  and  only 
obferve,  that  the  animals  have  always 
died,  mujt  die,  and  they  cannot  help  it. 

The  following  experiment,  there¬ 
fore,  may  be  ufeful  to  be  made  pub¬ 
lic. 


Ill 
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lie,  communicated  to  me  by  a  tenant 
of  mine. 

A  farmer  near  Kilham  turned  his 
flock  of  fheep  into  a  field  of  turnips 
he  had  hired,  which  were  remark¬ 
ably  ftrong  and  good.  In  a  Jhort 
time  he  loft  about  twenty  of  them  by 
the  diforder  called  the  Water,  lie 
grew  lo  alarmed  in  conlequence,  that 
he  removed  his  fheep,  and  would  eat 
no  more  of  the  turnips.  On  this  the 
owner  of  the  land  remonltrated,  and 
infilled  on  the  turnips  being  eaten 
upon  the  ground.  After  tome  little 
time  and  altercation,  the  farmer 
brought  back  his  flock,  and  fhortly 
after  about  fix  more  died.  On  this 
he  took  his  final  leave  of  the  tur¬ 
nips,  and  laid,  they  killed  fheep,  and 
he  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
them. 

The  owner  of  the  land  had  them 
publicly  cried,  but  the  turnips  had 
got  lb  bad  a  name,  that  with  no  little 
difficulty  they  were  let  at  half  price. 
The  next  farmer  fent  on  his  fheep, 
and  in  a  fhort  time  loft  about  eight 
or  ten.  On  this  fecond  dil after  the 
reputation  of  the  turnips  was  gone 
entirely,  and  my  tenant  had  the  offer 
of  them  for  nothing,  provided  he 
would  eat  them  up,  to  which  he 
agreed. 

He,  fent  there  fix  hundred  and 
thirty  Jhcep,  ft)  that  the  experiment 
was  a  very  full  and  fair  one.  The 
method  he  purfhed  he  had  heard  of 
in  Northumberland.  As  loon  as  the 
fheep  had  filled  themfelves  with  the 
turnips,  he  made  his  fhepherd  go 
amongft  them  and  move  them  about. 
They  voided  in  confequence  a  good 
deal  of  water.  He  did  this  for  feme 
days  at  ftated  intervals,  and  fome- 
times  made  his  fhepherd  go  amongft 
them  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 
By  tliis  method  they  were  never  fuf- 
fered  to  lie  long  and  lwell  with  what 
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they  had  eaten.  The  confequence  of 
this  proceeding  Was,  that  after  eating 
up  the  whole  of  thefe  fatal  turnips, 
he  removed  his  fix  hundred  and 
thirty  fheep  all  in  good  condition, 
without  the  lofs  of  a  tingle  fheep. 

Two  circumliances  may  fairly  be 
deduced  from  the  above  experiment : 
The  firft,  that  the  complaint  of  the 
Water,  which  frequently  kills  fheep 
when  firft  put  on  to  turnips,  arifes 
from  their  gorging,  themfelves  with 
this  watery  food,  and  then  remain¬ 
ing  without  exercife  to  carry  off  the 
beginning  complaint:  The  fecond, 
that  tliis  method  may  tend  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  diforder,  at  the  fmall  ex¬ 
pence  of  a  little  trouble  to  the  fhep¬ 
herd. 

Should  this  method  prove  on  trial 
as  fuccefsful  as  the  experiment  gives 
the  hope,  the  farmer  will  have  many 
reafons  to  thank  the  man  who  tried 
it,  and  the  public  will  be  obliged  by 
the  communication,  fn  that  cafe 
the  more  it  is  circulated  the  better. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Edward  Topham. 
Wold  Cottage ,  near  Driffield, 

April  26.' 


A  new  Method  of  raiftng  Wheat  for 
a  j cries  of  years,  on  the  fume 
Land.  By  Dr.  Hunter,  of  York. 

[ From  the  Monthly  Magazine .] 

THE  erroneous  idea  that  plants 
draw  from  the  earth  fuch  particles 
only  as  are  congenial  to  their  own 
natures,  has  probably  occafioned  the 
farming  maxim,  **  That  wheat  can¬ 
not  be  railed  for  a  feries  of  years 
upon  the  fame  land/'  but  the  truth 
is,  that  under  the  broad-caft  huf- 

bandry, 
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bandry,  there  is  hot  fufficient  time 
%  for  manuring  and  itirring  the  earth, 
between  the  operations  of  reaping 
and  lowing.  Such  being  the  cafe, 
may  we  not  remove  the  obftacle  by 
fubllituting  trunf plantation  for  /ow¬ 
ing.  With  a  view  to  decide  upon 
this  important  queftion,  a  gentle¬ 
man  has  inftituted  the  following 
experiment: — In  October  1795,  a 
quart  of  wheat  was  drilled  in  a  piece 
of  garden  ground,  and  on  the  22d  of 
March,  1796,  the  plants  were  taken 
up  and  tranfplanted  into  a  field, 
which  before  had  borne  a  crop  of 
potatoes.  The  foil  was  a  light  loam, 
and  contained  lix  hundred  hi u are 

1 

yards,  or  half  a  rood,  The  land  was 

*fuly  once  ploughed,  harrowed,  and 

rolled,  after  which  the  plants  were 

pricked  down  at  the  depth  of  one 

inch  within  the  ground,  and  at  the 

diftance  of  nine  inches  from  each 

other,  each  l’quare  yard  containing 

fixteen  plants.  The  expence  of 

planting  out  was,  by  a  fkilful  farmer, 

eftimated  at  one  guinea  per  acre, 

fuppoflng  the  work  to  he  chiefly  done 

by  women  and  children.  At  this 

time  (June  14)  the  plants  make  a 

fine  appearance,  not  one  of  them 

having  failed.  Should  this  experi- 

rpent  anfvver  the  purpole  for  which 

it  is  made,  ft  is  propofed  after  the 

crop  is  cut  down,  to  have  the.  land 

ploughed  and  manured,  in  order  to 

prepare  it  for  receiving  another  crop 

of  tranfplanted  wheat  in  the  fpring; 

and  it  is  alfo  propofed  to  continue 

the  experiment  for  a  number  of  fuc- 

eeffive  years,  in  order  to  determine 

the  doubtful  point.  “  Whether  wheat 

“  can  be  railed  for  a  leries  of  years 

*/ 

“upon  the  fame  land?’'  Indepen¬ 
dently,  however,  of  the  original  pur- 
pofe  for  which  the  experiment  was 
intiituted,  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  tranlplantation  of  wheat  for 

✓  t 


a  Angle  year,  will  turn  out  a  benefi¬ 
cial  improvement. 

The  following  reafons  prefent  them - 
f elves : 

1.  The  fcheme  faves  eleven-' 
twelfths  of  the  feed  ul  11  ally  fown. 

2.  It  employs  the  feeble  hands  of 
the  village  at  a  time  when  they  have 
but  little  work. 

3.  Land  that  in  winter  has  be¬ 
come  too  wet  for  lowing,  may  be 
planted  in  the  fpring,  whereby  it 
will  be  kept  in  its  regular  courle  of 
tillage. 

_  4.  The  wheat  may  be  hoed  at  a 
fmall  expence,  which  will  keep  the 
land  clean,  and  lave  hand-weeding 
in  lu miner. 

5.  The  crop  will  probably  exceed 
in  quantity. 

6.  It  will  give  the  farmer  a  tafle 
for  garden  culture,  which  will  i  11  len- 
lib  ly  remove  that  llovenlinefs  too 
generally  oblcrrved  in  farming  ope¬ 
rations. 

7.  Wheat  may  be  tranfplanted 
upon  any  land,  however  light,  if  a 
judgment  may  be  formed  from  a 
linall  experiment  made  this  year 
upon  a  piece  ofland,  almoft  too  light 
for  rye. 

8.  As  it  feems  to  be  an  eftablifhed 
law  in  nature,  that  land  will  not  pufli 
up  more  Italks  from  one  feed  than 
Hie  can  well  fupport,  it  follows  that 
the  greater  the  furface  a  plant  has 
to  Hand  upon,  the  greater  will  be  the 
number  of  Items  produced.  In  this 
mode  of  culture,  each  plant  has 
eighty-one  inches  of  foil  to  grow 
upon,  whereas  in  the  broad-calt 
hulbandry,  the  plants  have  only 
twelve  inches. 

9.  Land,  inftead1  of  lying  wafte 
uncleralummer  fallow,  may  be  made 
to  produce  a  crop  of  cabbages,  tur¬ 
nips,  peas,  beans,  potatoes,  or  fum- 

mer 
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filer  vetches,  as  preparatory  to  its 
being  planted  with  wheat. 

10.  Should  experience  prove  the 
jultnefs  of  this  idea,  a  held  of  five 
acres,  kept  conltantly  under  tranf- 
planted  wheat,  will  afford  a  fufficient 
fupply  of  bread-corn  for  a  family  of 
fourteen  perfons. 

This  experiment  was  made  in  a 
field  at  Middlethorp,  near  York,  be¬ 
longing  to  Samuel  Barlow,  el’q. 

Obferodtions. —  The  ^crop  was 
much  neglected  during  its  growth, 
not  having  been  properly  hoed.  Be- 
lides,  it  was  much  blighted  and 
mildewed,  owing,  as  fuppofed,  to  its 
growing  in  the  middle  of  a  field  of 
very  tall  oats,  whereby  it  was  de¬ 
prived  of  a  free  circulation  of  air. 
An  experienced  farmer  eftimated  the 
lofs  by  mildew  and  negleCt,  at  fix 
bulhels  per  acre.  Produce  eleven 
pecks ;  which  is  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-two  bulhels  per  acre. 

Experiment  II.  —  Produce  of 
tranfplanted  wheat  on  one  hundred 
and  one  fquare  yards,  or  the  forty- 
eighth  part  of  an  acre — four  pecks. 
This  produce  is  at  the  rate  of  forty- 
eight  bufhels  per  acre.  The  plants 
nine,  inches  from  each  other. 

Obfervations. — -The  land  on  which 
this  experiment  was  made,  was 
better  wheat  land  than  the  former, 
and  every  neceffary  attention  was 
bellowed  upon  the  crop.  Having 
been  planted  a  month  later  than 
the  other  experiment,  with  a  view 
to  afcertain  the  bell  time  for  trans¬ 
planting,  the  plants  were  thereby 
induced  to  tiller  more  than  neceffary , 
during  the  whole  of  the  fummer,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  fe- 
cond  week  in  March  is  the  bell 
time  for  tranfplanting  wheat,  for 
fcbout  that  time.  th,e  lecond  roots 
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begin  to  fprout  from  the  crown.  In 
both  experiments,  the  ears  of  corn 
were  uncommonly  long.  From  the 
great  fpace  allowed  for  each  plant 
(eighteen  inches),  it  becomes  effen- 
tially  neceffary  that  the  land  Ihould 
have  two,  if  not  three,  hoeings 
during  the  fummer.  It  will  be  al- 
moll  imnecefiary  to  remark,  that 
when  wheat  is  intended  to  be  culti¬ 
vated  for  a  feries  of  years  on  the  fame 
land,  that  the  fame  quantity  of  ma¬ 
nure,  and  the  fame  number  of 
plo wings,  Ihould  be  annually  be¬ 
llowed  upon  it,  as  if  only  intended 
for  a  tingle  crop.  It  is  propofed  to 
continue  th.efe  lands  under  wheat 
for  i'ome  fucceffive  years,,  in  order 
to  determine  whether  the  fame  land 
can  be  made  to  produce  wheat  for 
a  feries  of  years,  a  thing  of  great 
importance,  and  hitherto  deemed 
impracticable.  By  combining  thefe 
two  experiments  with  all  their  ad¬ 
vantages  and  difadvantages,  we  may 
fairly  eftimate  an  acre  of  tranf¬ 
planted. wheat  at  thirty-two  bulhels, 
a  crop  e'onfiderably  above  the  aver¬ 
age  of  this  country. 


Mr.  R.  Tillyer  Blunt’s  new-invented 

Compofition  to  be  ufed  injtead  of 

Yeajh  . 

TO  make  a  yealt  gallon  of  the 
above  compofition  to  be  ufed  as 
yealt,  fuch  yealt  gallon  containing, 
and  to  contain,  eight  beer  quarts, 
boil  in  common  water  eight  pounds 
of  potatoes,  as  for  eating  j  bruife 
them  perfectly  fmooth,  and  mix 
with  them,  whillt  warm,  two  ounces 
of  honey,  or  any  other  fweet,  and 
one  quart  (being  the  eighth  part  of 
a  gallon  of  yealt)  of  common  yealt. 

I  And, 
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And,  for  making  bread,  mix  three  be  nfed  in  a  few  hours  after  it  is 
beer-pints  of  the  above  compotition  made ;  and  as  i'oon  as  the  fponge 
with  a  bufhel  of  flour,  uftng  warm  (the  mixture  of  the  compotition 
water  in  making  the  bread ;  the  with  the  flour)  begins  to  fall  the 
water  to  be  warmer  in  winter  than  firth  time,  the  bread  fliould  be  made 
in  fummer ;  and  the  compotition  to  and  put  in  the  oven. 
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On  the  Jtyle  of  Drefs  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth . 

[From  the  Continuation  of  Dr. 
Henry's  Hiftory  of  England.  By 
J.  P,  Andrews,  efq.] 

TOWARDS  the  dofo  of  the  cen¬ 
tury  the  drefs  was  again  al¬ 
tered  in  many  refpects,  The  hat 
became  more  gay  in  appearance  ;  it 
was  covered  with  filk  or  velvet,  but 
the  beaver  hat  was  the  molt  expen* 
five,  as  it  colt  from  thirty  to  forty 
fhillings.  There  were  taffeta  hats 
worn,  with  “  monllers,  antiques, 
“  beads,  fowles,  and  all  manner  of 
4i  pictures,"  embroidered  with  lilk, 
gold,  and  fijyer. 

The  crown  of  the  hat  now  grew 


high  and  narrowed  towards  the  top, 
and  had  fometimes  a  rich  hat-band, 
adorned  by  goldfmith’s  work  and 
precious  dones*,  which,  with  a  fea¬ 
ther  and  fcarlet  cloke,  marked  the 
man  of  didin&ion.  The  wearing  of 
felt  hats  was  a  much  more  ancient 
cuftom  than  is  in  general  fuppofed. 
They  are  fpoken  of  in  Lydgate’s 
*  London  Licke-pennief/  a  poem 
made  in  the  fifteenth  century. 

That  of  black  velvet,  with  a  red 
feathpr  and  band,  was  falhionable  in 
*57 

The  hair  was  now  cut  clofe  on  the 
top  of  the  head,  and  grew  long  on 
the  tides. 

Jewels  were  fometimes  worn  in 
the  ear  by  Ihewy  young  menf,  and 
fometimes  ribbands. 


*  “  My  hat  band.  A  row  of  diamonds  of  ^  thoufaqd  markes  !  ”  The  Witts. 

"  I  had  on  a  new  cable  hat-band,  of  maflie  gojdfmith’s  work,  then  new  come  up, 
u  which  I  wore  about  a  murrey  French  bat,  the  brims  of  which  were  thi«k  embroidered 
with  gold  twill  and  lpangles.”  Every  Man  out  of  his  Humour . 

t  “  Where  Flemynger  began  on  me  for  to  cry  : 

“  Matter  what  will  you  chepen  or  bye  ? 

“  Tint  felt  hats,  or  fpeftacles  to  rede  ; 

“  Lay  down  your  fylver  and  here  yoju  m^y  fpede.*'  Lydgate. 

X  Matter  Matthew,  in  *  Every  Man  in  his  Humour/  propofes  ‘to  pawn  the  jewel  in 
bis  ear/  to  pay  for  the  warrant  againft  Downright.  Faftidio,  jn  ‘Every  Man  out  of 
«  his  Humour/  boatts  of  his  mittrefs’  favours,  ‘  tftis  fcnrf,  or  this  ribband  for  my  e^r,  &cc. 
•  &c.’  The  poet  Gafcoigne,  .as  he  draws  hjs  own  pi6ture,  prefenting  his  book  to  Eliza* 
heth,  ha6  a  ttill  different  ear  ornament,  a  pen  5  and  thus  he  lings  : 

“  Beholde,  good  queene,  a  poett  with  a  fpeare, 

“  fSrraundge  lightes  well  mark’d  are  underltode  the  better) 

««  A  foldier  arrnde  with  penfyle  in  his  eare  ; 

«  With  pen  to  fighte,  and  lworde  to  write  a  letter.” 

Frontj’piece  to  Gafcoigne’s  Tranjlation  of  “  Tht  Hercmyte” 
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The  beard  was  exceedingly  lelTen- 
ed*,  and  gradually  dwindled  into 
muftachosf  or  whifkqrs. 

An  old  hifforian  thus  defcants  on 
the  various  beards  of  his  age :  “  Some 
“  are  (haven  from  the  chin  lyke 
“  thofe  of  the  Turkes  ;  not  a  few  cut 
“  fhort  like  the  beard  of  Marques 
S£  Otto  ;  fome  made  round  like  a  rub- 
<£  bmg  brufh  ;  others  with  a  pique 
*£  devan;  Oh,  fine  fafhion !  others 
“  being  buffered  to  grow  long ;  the 
<£  barbers  being  growen  as  cunnyrige 
u  in  this  behalfe  as  the  tay lours. 
<l  And  therefore,  if  a  man  have  a  lean 
ii  and  (freight  face,  a  Marquis  Ot- 
e£  ton’s  qut  will  make  it  broad  and 

large  ;  if  it  be  platter  like,  a  long 
u  (lender  beard  will  make  it  feem  the 
il  narrower;  if  he  be  weafel-beaked, 
61  then  fo  much  haire  left  on  the 
<£  cheakes  vvill  make  the  owner  look 
6£  big  like  a  bowdled  hen,  and  fo 
u  grymme  as  a  goofe,”  &c. 

The  ruff  became  large,  but  not  fo 
much  fo  as  that  of  the  ladies ;  it 
was  fome'imes  double,  fometimes 
wired,  and  fometimes  fliffened  with 
yellow  ftaich.  It  exceeded  all  bounds, 
fo  far,  that  at  length  it  caughl  the 
eye  of  the  exadt  Elizabeth ;  who, 
eouaily  difpleafed  with  that  mon- 
ftrous  garb,  and  with  the  length  of 
the  rapier  of  the  day,  directed  officers 


to  attend,  and  to  clip  the  ruffs  and 
fliorten  the  fwords  of  offenders 
againft  her  rules. 

The  thick  and  huffed  garment  now 
was  diminifhed  to  a  long  jacketf, 
like  a  waiftcoat,  made  of  filk  or  fa  tin, 
with  a  large  cape  and  long  clofe 
fleeves.  The  petticoat  difappeared; 
and  the  breeches,  having  difcardedf 
their  indelicate  and  burlelque  ap¬ 
pendage,  ended  ftp*  above  the  knee§, 
where  they  were  met  by  a  flocking, 
not  woven  to  fit  the  leg,  but  cut  out 
by  a  tay  lor,  from  ‘  lilk,  velvet,  da- 
£  malke,  or  other  precious  Hoffe/  The 
coft  of  this  part  of  the  drefs  was  in¬ 
credibly  high. 

The  venerable  Harrifon  is  lauda¬ 
bly  fevere  on  the  pains  necefifarily 
taken  to  make  this  ungovernable 
hofe  fit  fmoothly  on  the  leg.  “  Then” 
fays  he,  “  muft  the  long  feames  of 
££  our  hofe  be  fet  bv  a  plumb-line  ; 
££  then  we  puffe,  then  we  bio  we, 
f£  finally  we  fvveat  till  we  drop,  that 
££  our  clothes  may  ftund  well  upon 
££  us.” 

Rofes  of  very  high  prices  were 
frequently  worn  on  the  lhoes  of 
fafhionable  men.  Sometimes  the 
flioes  had  buckles  of  lilver,  or  copper 
gilt.  Tbe  garters  coil:  no  mare  than 
about  fix  fhillings  the  pair,  which  in 
the  next  reign  was  hardly  bought 


*  Yet  the  reverend  John  More,  of  Norwich,  continued,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
to  difplav  a  moft  enormous  beard,  "That  no  act  of  njy  life/’  faid  he.  "  may  be  un- 
*4  worthy  of  the  gravity  of  my  appearance.” 

t  Very  early  in  the  "1.7th  century,  M.  de  Bputeville,  condemned  to  lofe  his  head  for 
ft  duel  at  Paris,  was  feverely  reprimanded  by  the  prieft  who  attended  hfs  laft  moments, 
for  taking  great  pain's  to  lay  his  mufUchos  on  the  block  in  fuch  a  petition  that  the  axe 
might  not  difcompofe  them,  '  EfjctfS  de  St.  Foix. 

t  Yet  of  tills  reformed  garment, the  querulous  Stubs  complains,  as  being  “fo  hard  quilt* 
44  ed,  fluffed,  bomba  fled,  and  tewed,  as  they  can  neither  worke  nor  yet  well  play  in 
44  them,  nor  can  fine  wearer  4  bow  himtelf  to  the  ground/  fo  (tiff  and  lturdy  they  ftand 
44  about  him.”  1  '  Anatomie  of  Abnfes. 

§  Nailor  came  through  London  apparelled  in  a  doublet  and  galey-gafcoigne® 
breeches,  all  of  crimfon  fattin,  cut  and  raced. 

*  ffence  the  ludicrous  word  4  Gallygarfkins/ 

Antiquar.  Report ,  Vol.  I. 
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•  for  five  pounds.  The  corked  dices, 
pantoffies,  or  pinfnets,  were  often  of 
Velvet,  embroidered  with  gold  or 
lilver ;  and  it  was  the  mode  to  let 
the  heel  project  an  inch  or  two  be¬ 
yond  that  of  the  pantoffle,  much  to 
the  inconvenience  of  the  wearer. 

The  l’words  and  daggers  were 
richly  gilt,  the  blades  damalked, 
and  the  lcabbards  covered  with 
velvet. 

The  drefs  of  the  fervant  feems  to 
have  depended  more  on  the  matter’s 
^Caprice  than  on  the  faihicn*. 

The  head  drefs  of  the  ladies  va¬ 
ried  much  during  the  reign  of  Eli¬ 
zabeth. 

The  fly-cap;  which  was  fathion- 
able  in  1770,  when  formed  of  pearls, 
Was  the  exadt  head- drefs  of  her 
court' ladies.  Some  ladies  had  a 
{mail  cap  with  a  veil,  which  was 
thrown  behind  the  neck.  Some 
liadf  'vaft  loads  of  falfe  hair;  others 
wore  the  hair  entirely  uncovered, 


and  braided  behind.  Aldermen's 
wives  had  bonnets  of  velvet,  large  and 
fhewy.  A  favourite  covering  for  the 
head  was  ‘  the  French  hood/  which 
appears  to  have  been  a  gauze  or 
rnutlin  hood, (hewing  the  hair  on  each 
tide,  and  drawn  from  the  back  of  the 
head  down  the  forehead.  The  ‘  mi- 
‘  never  cap/  which  was  white  and 
three  cornered,,  and  whofe  peaks 
Hood  thtee  inches  above  the  head; 
was  chiefly  worn  by  citizen’s  wives. 
Chains  and  bracelets  were  ornaments 
ufed  moftly  by  women  of  rank. 

The  ruffs,  made  of  lawn  and  cam- 
hi  ick,  were  immoderately  large,  and 
diffened  withj  yellow  (larch.  They 
reached  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
head  behind,  and  ‘  the  poking  of 
‘  them’  gracefully  was  a  mod  im¬ 
portant  attainment  §. 

The  waift  became  enormoufly 
long;  and  the  bodice  or  ftays  finiflied 
with  a  mod  extended  point  in  front 
at  bottom.  To  fet  this  deforming 


*  A  runaway  page  Was  thus  defcribed  In  flic  reign  of  "Elizabeth  i 

Thefe  are  to  pray  you,  &lc.  to  make  hew  and  cry  fora  yonge  (tripling  aged  twenty-tWo 
rears,  w  ith  one  dobiet  of  yellow  million  tuition,  the  one  half  buttoned  with  peche  colour¬ 
ed  buttons,  the  other  half  laced  downwards.  One  payer  of  peche  coloured  hole,  laced 
with  (mail  tawnye  lace.  A  graye  hat,  with  a  copper  edge  round  it ;  a  pair  of  watched 
ltockiuges.  He  hath  two  clokes,  the  one  of  weffey  collor,  garded  with  two  yards  of 
black  cloth  and  twilled  lace  of  carnaeyon  collor,  and  lined  with  crimfon  bayes ;  the 
other  is  a  re<l  ikipp  vuffet  colour,  ftriperi  about  the  cape  ;  and  down  the  fore  face  twifted 
with  two  rows  *f  twifted  lace  ;  rulfet  and  gold  buttons  afore  and  upon  the  fhoulder,  be- 
hi"  of  the  clothe  itfelf,  fet  with  the  faid  twifted  lace,  and  the  buttons  of  rulfet  filk  and 
goiTj,  Antiqu.  Report.  Vol.  II. 

t  About  1595,  fuch  quantifies  of  falfe  hair  were  worn,  that  women  were  on  the  watch 
to  feduce  children  who  tiad  tine  hair  to  private  places,  that  they  might  poll  their  locks. 

Stub’s  Anatomic  f  Abufe. 

Stowe  informs  us  that  women’s  periwigs  were  firtt  brought  into  England  about  the 
time  of  the  maffacre  at  Paris.  A.D.  157-2.  Mr.  Steven’s  Notes  on  Timon  of  Athens. 

«  That  beaver  band,  the  colour  of  that  periwig.” 

A  mad  World,  my  Muflers. 

$  A  Mrs.  Dingen  Van  Pleffe  introduced  both  yellow  ftarch,  and  the  ufe  of  lawn  for  ruffs. 
It  was  fo  very  hue,  “  that  it  became  a  bye  word,”  fays  Stowe,  “  that  Ihortly  they  would 
ii  wear  ruffes  of  a  fpider’s  web.”  Soon  after  the  ladies  began  to  fend  their  daughters 
and  kinfwotiien  to  learn  the  art  of  ftarching  ;  the  received  four  or  live  pounds  for  teach- 
in"  thefe  to  ftarch,  and  twenty  findings  for  teaching  them  *  to  feethe  ftarche.’ 

$  The  ill-natured  Puritans  of  the  day  exult  in  picturing  a  *  lhoure  of  raine  to  catch 
‘  them  (the  wearers  ol  fuch  ruffs)  before  they  can  get  harbour;  thentheyre  great  ruffs 
8  (trike  la  vie,  and  down  ,bey  t»lle,  as  didi-clouts  liuttering  in  the  winde.’  • 

J  13  fathion 
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faffiion  in  a  more  glaring  light,  the 
upper  part  of  the  gown,  near  the 
ffiotilders,  appeared  to  be  enlarged 
colffiderably  by  wool  or  other  huffing* 

The  fardingale;  a  Spanilh  petti¬ 
coat,  bulky  over  the  hips,  now  went 
out  of  faffiion ;  it  had  probably  been 
introduced  during  the  connection  of 
Philip  and  Mary;  the  moh  faffiion- 
able  ones  were  the  Scottish  fardin- 
gales.  Howel  intimates  that  this 
falhion  was  invented  to  fcreen  un- 
licenfed  pregnancy ;  and  tranflates 
the  Spaniffi  ‘  guard  infanta/  by  the 
term  ‘cover  infant;'  probably  an 
error,  as  4  infanta/  in  the  Spanilh 
tongue,  means  *  princefs/ 

Of  this  part  of  female  attire,  the 
litimourous  Hey  wood  thus  hugs. 

On  the  fafliion  of  wearing  Ver- 
dingales. 

**  Alas  1  poor  verdingales  mud  lie  i’  th* 
ftrcet; 

11  To  horde  them  no  doore  i’th’  citee’s 
fin  ad  e  meete. 

“  Syns  at  our  narrow  doores  they  can¬ 
not  win, 

M  Send  them  to  Oiforde  atBrode-gate  to 
get  in.” 

Perfumed  gloves,  ornamented  with 
tufts  of  rofe-coloured  filk,  were  fo 


much  the  delight  of  Elizabeth,  tha£ 
ffie  would  always  be  drawn  with  her 
favourite  pair  (prefented  by  Vere* 
earl  of  Oxford,  returned  from  Italy) 
on  her  hands*  Silk  bookings,  too* 
came  in  with  Elizabeth  ;  Mrs.  Mon¬ 
tagu,  her  lilk  woman,  having  pre¬ 
fented  her  with  a  pair  of  black  lilk 
hole  in  1650,  ffie  would  never  wear 
cloth  bookings  again.  Her  father, 
Henry,  had  worn  cloth  hofe,  and  her 
brother,  Edward,  unlefs  once  when 
fir  Thomas  Grefham  gave  him  a  pair 
of  Spanilh  black  lilk.  Knit  bookings 
were  firb  introduced  to  the  Englilli 
court  by  William,  earl  of  Pembroke. 

A  pair  had  been  prefented  to  him  by 
William  Rider,  an  apprentice  near 
Ldndon  bridge,  who  made  them  in 
imitation  of  a  pair  brought  from 
Mantua. 

The  pocket  handkerchiefs  of  the 
ladies  were  frequently  wrought  with 
gold  and  lilver,  and  their  ffiifts  were 
richly  embroidered*.  The  chopinef* 
or  chiopina,  is  fometimes  mention¬ 
ed  ;  it  was  an  Italian  ffioe,  with  an 
heel  ridiculoully  high. 

The  travelling  drefs  of  a  lady  was 
a  large  cloke  and  a  fafeguardf,  or  * 
huge  outward  petticoat. 


*  In  th«  old  hallad  of  George  Barnwell,  it  is  faid  of  Milwood, 

A  handkerchief  Hie  had, 

“  AH  wrought  with  beaten  gold  ; 

Which  Ihe  to  ftay  her  trickliug  tears, 

”  Before  her  eyes  did  hold.” 

Rel .  of  Ant.  Englijh  i*oetry.> 

And  in  the  ancient  ditty  of  Lord  Thomas  and  fair  Annet  te,  that  lady  fays, 

“  My  maids  go  to  my  drefling  room, 

“  And  drefs  me  to  my  l’moeke  ; 

“  The  one  half  is  o’  th’  Holland  fine,. 

,f  The  other  o’  needle  wo’k.” 

Strutt's  Cufioms 

y  t  "  Ai  if  her  new  chopines  would  fcorn  to  bruife  a  filly  flower.” 

Ram  Alley,  Act  5.  Sc.  1. 

$  ”  The  gentlewomen  in  cloakes  and  fafeguards.”* 

Stage  Direction.  Merry  Devil  of  Edmonton ,  Act  I, 
a  On  with  ysur  cloak  «nd  fafeguard,  you  arrant  drab  !  ” 

Ram  Alley ,  A&  1.  Sc.  1. 

A  Jhori 
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A  Jhort  Account  of  fever  al  Gardens 
near  London;  with  Remarks  on 
Joint  Particulars  wherein  they 
excel  or  are  difeient;  upon  a  view 
vj  them  in  December ,  1691.—— 
From  “  The  Archieologia Vol. 
XII.  with  additional  Notts,  from 
the  European  Magazine 

1.  Hampton-Court  Garden  is 
a  large  plat  environed  with  an  iron 
palifade  round  about  next  the  park, 
laid  all  in  walks,  grafs  plats,  and 
borders.  Next  to  the  houfe,  fome 
flat  and  broad  beds  are  let  with 
narrow  rows  of  dwarf  box,  in  figures 
like  lace  patterns.  In  one  of  the 
lelfer  gardens  is  a  large  green-houfe 
divided  into  feveral  rooms,  and  all 
of  them  with  ftoves  under  them, 
and  fire  to  keep  a  continual  heat. 
In  thefe  there  are  no  orange  or 
lemon  trees,  or  myrtles,  or  any 
greens,  but  fuch  tender  foreign  ones 
that  need  continual  warmth. 

‘2.  Kenfington  Gardens  are  not 
great,  nor  abounding  with  fine 
plants.  The  orange,  lemon,  myr¬ 
tles,  and  what  other  trees  they  had 
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there  in  fummer,  were  &11  removed 
to  Mr.  London’s  and  Mr.  Wife’s 
green-houfe*,  at  Brompton-park,  a 
little  mile  from  them.  But  the 
walks  and  grabs  laid  very  fine,  and 
they  were  digging  up  a  flat  of  four 
or  rive  acres  to  enlarge  their  gar¬ 
den. 

3.  The  Queen  Dowager’sf  Garden 
at  Hammtrfmith  has  a  good  green- 
houle,  with  a  high  ereded  front  to 
the  l'outh,  whence  the  roof  falls 
backward.  The  houfe  is  well  ftored 
with  greens  of  common  kinds ;  but 
the  queqn  not  being  for  curious 
plants  or  flowers,  they  were  not  of 
the  mod  curious  forts  of  greens, 
and  in  the  garden  there  is  littlf  of 
value  but  wall  trees ;  though  the 
gardener  there,  Monf.  Hermon  Van 
Guine,  is  a  man  of  great  lkill  and 
indultry,  having  raifed  great  num¬ 
bers  of  orange  and  lemon  trees  by 
inoculation,  with  myrtles,  Roman 
bayes,  and  other  greens  of  pretty 
fliapes,  which  he  has  to  difpofe 
of. 

4.  Beddington  Garden  +,  at  pre- 
fent  in  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of 


Norfolk, 

*  Thefe  perfons  are  mentioned  by  Mr.  Addifon  in  the  Spectator,  No.  47 7,  in  thefa 
terms:  “  London  and  Wile  are  our  heroic  poets  :  and  if  as  a  critic  1  may  tingle  out  any 
p adage  of  their  works  to  commend,  I  lhall  take  notice  of  that  part  of  the  upper  garde* 
«f  Kenlington,  which  was  at  firlt  nothing  but  a  gravel-pit.  It  muft  have  been  a  fine 
genius  ior  gardening,  that  could  have  thought  of  forming  fuch  au  unfightly  hollow  into 
lo  beautiful  an  area,  and  to  have  bit  the  eye  with  lb  uncommon  and  agreeable  a  fcene> 
as  that  which  it  is  now  wrought  into.  To  give  this  particular  fpot  of  ground  the  greater 
effect,  they  have  made  a  very  pleating  contrail;  for  as  on  the  one  fide  of  the  walk  you 
fee  this  hollow  bafon,  with  its  feveral  little  plantations  lying  fo  cohvenienrfy  under  the 
eye  of  the  beholder ;  on  the  other  fide  of  it  there  appears  a  teeming  mound,  made  up  of 
trees,  rifing  one  higher  than  another  in  proportion  as  they  approach  the  center.  A  ipec- 
tator  who  lias  not  heard  this  account  of  it,  would  think  this  circular  mount  was  not  only 
a  real  one,  but  that  it  had  been  actually  fcooped  out  of  that  hollow  fpace  which  I  hav# 
before  mentioned.  I  never  yet  met  with  any  one  who  has  walked  in  this  garden,  wh* 
was  not  tlruck  with  that  part  ot  it  which  I  have  here  mentioned." 

t  Katharine,  widow  of  Charles  If.  The  houle  fhe  relided  in  is  by  the  water  fide, 
now  an  academy  in  the  pofiefiion  of  Mr.  Jones.  Lyfons's  Environs  of  London,  Vol.  II. 
p.  406.  Since  pulled  dewn.  Ed.  A.  R. 

$  This  garden  was  laid  out  by  Sir  Francis  Carew  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  He 
planted  it  with  choice  fruit  trees,  in  which  he  took  great  delight,  and  fpared  no  expcnce 
in  procuring  them  from  foreign  countries.  The  furft  orange  trees  in  England  are  laid  t« 
have  been  planted  by  him.  Aubrey  fay*,  they  were  brought  from  Italy  by  fir  Franai* 

1 4  Carevy 
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Norfolk,  but  belonging  to  the  family 
oi  Carew,  has  in  it  the  belt  orangery 
in  England.  The  orange  and  lemon 
trees  there  grow  in  the  ground,  and 
have  done  fo  for  near  one  hundred 
years,  as  the  gardener,  an  .aged 
man,  faid  he  believed.  There  are 
a  great  number  of  them,  the  houfe 
wherein  they  are  being  above  two 
hundred  teet  long  ;  they  are  moil  of 
them  thirteen  leet  high,  and  very 
full  of  fruit,  the  gardener  not  having 
taken  off  fo  many  flowers  this  la.lt 
fu  miner  as  ufually' others  do.  He 
laid,  he  gathered  off  them  at  lealt 
ten  thoufand  oranges  this  la  ft  year. 
The  heir  of  the  family  being  but 
five  years  of  age,  the  trustees  take 
care  of  the  orangery,  and  this  year 
they  built  a  new  houle  over  them. 
There  are  fome  myrtles  growing 
among  them,  but  they  look  not  well 
for  want  of  trimming.  The  reft  of 
.  the  garden  is  all  out  of  order,  the 
orangery  being  the  gardener's  chief 
care;  but  it  is  capable  of  being 
made  one  of  the  beft  gardens  in 
England,  the  foil  being  very  agree¬ 
able,  and  a  clear  filver  ftream  run¬ 
ning  through  it.  - 

5.  Chcljta  Phyjic  Garden  has 
great  variety  of  plants,  both  in  and 


out  of  green- lioufes.  Their  peren^ 
nial  green  hedges  and  rows  of  dif¬ 
ferent-coloured  herbs  are  very  pretty* 
and  (0  are  their  banks  let  with 
ftiades  dt  herbs  in  the  Irilh  ftick 
way  ;  but  many  plants  of  the  gar¬ 
den  were  not  in  fo  good  order  as 
might  be  expected,  and  as  would 
have  been  anlwerable  to  other  things 
in  it.  Alter  I  had  been  there,  I 
heard  that  Mr.  Watts*,  the  keeper 
of  it,  was  blamed  for  his  negledt, 
and  that  he  would  be  removed. 

6.  My-  Lord  lianelagh’s  Garden 
being  but  lately  made,  the  plants 
are  butfmall;  but  the  plats,  bor¬ 
ders,  and  walks,  are  curioufly  kept 
and  elegantly  defigned,  having  the 
advantage  of  opening  into  Chelfea 
College  walks.  The  kitchen  gar¬ 
den  there  lies  very  tine,  with  walks 
and  leats,  one  of  which  being  large 
and  covered,  was  then  under  the 
hands  ot  a  curious  painter.  The 
houfe fthere  is  very  fine  within,  all 
the  rooms  being  wainfcoted  with 
Norway  oak,  and  all  the  ehimnies 
adorned  with  carving,  as  in  the 
council-chamber  in  Chelfea  college. 

7-  Arlington  Garden f,  being 
now  in  the  hands  of  my  lord  of  De¬ 
von/hire,  is  a  fair  plat,  with  good 


Carew,  from  the  feeds  of  the  firft  oranges  which  were  i  moor  ted  into  England  by  fir 
Walter  Raleigh,  who  had  married  his  niece,  the  daughter  ot  fir  Nicholas  Throckmorton  i 
the  trees  were  , -hinted  m  the  open  ground,  and  were  preferved  in  ihe  winter  by  a  move- 
able  thed  ;  they  fiounthed  for  about  a  century  and  a  half,  being  deiiroyed  by  the  hard 
fro  It  in  1739-40.  J  J 

*  A  few  years  before  this  period  Mr.  Watts  feems  to  have  con  Tufted  himfelf  to  the 
Satisfaction  at  lealt  ot  fir  Hans  Sloane,  who  in  168a  'ays  he  (Watts)  had  been  very  fuc- 
cei  l-d  in  the  management  of  his  plants,  and  exprefies  fome  wonder  that  the  Cedrus- 
moutu  L  (him,  an  mhab-.ant  of  a  very  different  climate,  fhoula  thrive  fo  well  in  the  open 
air  as  to  propagate  ittielf  by  layers,  and  that  feed  town  the  tafl  Autumn  had  fucceeded 
very  well.  Loiter  lays,  that  in  1730  there  trees  were  upwards  of  eleven  feet  in  girth. 
JjV fans’ s  Environs,  Vol.  li.  -p.  167.  *  -  0 


\  Arlington  Louie  and  Gardens  were  fituated  at  the  north  eaft  corner  of  the  Green 
Faft,  where  Arlington  fire.  1  Hands.  Sr  e  in  D.y  den’s  Milcellanies  a  Latin  defcriptive 
poem  yntuied,  ‘‘-Horn  Arlinyt  omani  ad  Cl.  Dorn.  Heuricum  Conntem  Arlingtoniae  by 
Charles  Hry  den,  iranljateo  by  Samuel  Boy  ie  in  ids  Poems,  Bvo.  1738/.’  Both  the  original. 
&ud  tranflalton  are  ailo  iu  Nichols ’s  Collection  of  Poems,  Vol.  II.  p.  136. 
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Walks  both  airy  and  fhady.  There 
are  fix  of  the  greateft  earthen  pots 
that  are  any  where  elfe,  being  at 
lealt  two  feet  over  within  the  edge; 
but  they  ftand  abroad,  and  have 
nothing  in  them  but  the  tree  holy- 
'oke,  an  indifferent  plant  which 
grows  well  enough  in  the  ground. 
Their  green-houle  is  very  well,  and 
their  green-yard  excels;  but  their 
greens  were  not  fo  bright  and  clean 
as  farther  off  in  the  country,  as  if 
they  fuftered  Something  from  the 
.  l'mntty  air  of  the  town. 

8.  My  Lord  Fauconbergh’s  Gar¬ 
den*,  at  Sutton  Court,  has  Several 
pleafant  walks  and  apartments  in 
it;  but  the  upper  garden  next  the 
houle  is  too  irregular,  and  the 
bowling  green  too  little  to  be  com¬ 
mended.  1  he  green-houfe  is  very 
well  made,  but  ill  let.  It  is  divided 
into  three  rooms,  and  very  well 
furnilhed  with  good  greens ;  but  it 
is  fo  placed,  that  the  fun  lhines  not 
on  the  plants  in  winter  when  they 
mofl  need  its  beams,  the  dwellmg- 


houfe  handing  betwixt  the  fan  and 
it.  The  maze  or  wildernefs  there  ^ 
is  very  pretty,  being  fet  all  with 
greens,  with  a  cyprefs  arbour  in 
the  middle,  Supported  with  a  well- 
wrought  timber  frame;  of  late  it 
grows  thin  at  the  bottom,  by  their 
letting  the  fir-trees  grow  without 
their  reach  unclipped.  The  inclo- 
lure  wired  in  for  white  pheafants 
and  partridges  is  a  fine  apartment, 
efpecially  in  Summer,  when  the 
bones  of  Italian  bayes  are  fet  out; 
and  the  timber  walk  with  vines  on 
the  fide  is  very  fine,  when  the  blue 
pots  are  on  the  pedeftals  on  the  top 
of  it;  and  fo  is  the  fifh-pond  with 
the  greens  at  the  head  of  it. 

9*  Sir  William  Temple  being 
lately  gone  to  live  at  his  houle;  in 
Farnham,  his  garden  and  green- 
houfe  at  Weft  Sheene  +,  where  ho 
has  lived  of  late  years,  are  not  fo 
well  kept  as  they  have  been,  many 
of  his  orange  trees,  and  other  greens, 
being  given  to  Sir  John  Temple,  his 
brother  at  Fall  Sheene,  and  other 


*  Afterwards  the  property  of  the  earl  of  Burlington,  and  now  of  the  duke  of  Devon¬ 
shire. 

t  Sir  William  Temple,  in  his  eflay  on  gardening,  fays,  "the  prefent  way  and  humour 
of  our  gardening  in  England,  teems  to  have  grown  into  luch  vogue,  and  to  have  been  fo 
mightily  improved  in  three  or  four  and  twenty  years  of  his  Majefiy’s  reign,  that  perhaps, 
few  countries  are  before  us,  either  in  the  elegance  of  our  gardens,  or  m  the  number  of 
®ur  plants,  and  I  believe  none  equals  us  in  die  variety  of  fruits  which  may  be  juftly 
Called  good;  and  from  the  earlieft  cherry  and  ftrawberrv,  to  the  laft  apples  and  pears, 
may  furnifh  every  day  of  the  circling  year.  For  the  talte  and  perfection  of  what  we 
elteem  the  bell  1  may  truly  fay,  that  the  French  who  have  eaten  my  peaches  and  grape* 
at  Sheen  in  no  very  ill  year,  have  concluded,  that  the  iaft  are  as-good  as  any  they  havp 
eaten  in  France,  on  this  fide  Fontainbleau  ;  and  the  firft  as  good  as  any  they  have  eat 
in  Gafcony  ;  I  mean  thole  which  come  from  the  ftone,  and  are  properly  called  peaches, 
not  thofe  which  are  hard  and  are  termed  pavies  ;  for  thefe  cannot  grow  in  too  warm  a 
climate,  nor  ever  be  good  m  a  cold  ;  and  are  better  at  Madrid  than  iu  Galcony  itfelf. 
Italians  have  agreed  my  white  figs  to  be  as  good  as  any  of  that  fort  in  Italy,  which  is  the 
earlier  kind  of  white  6g  there  ;  tor  in  the  latter  kind  and  the  blue,  we  cannot  come  near 
the  warm  climates  no  more  than  in  the  Frontignac  or  Mufcal  grape. 

“  My  ®range  trees  are  as  large  as  any  I  law  when  I  was  young  in  France,  except  thofe 
of  Foutaigneblcau  or  what  t  have  l'een  fmee  in  the  Low  Countries  except  fotue  very  o.d 
ones  of  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  ;  as  laden  with  flowers  as  any  can  well  be,  as  full  of  frUtc 
as  I  fuller  or  defire  them  ;  and  as  well  tafted  as  are  commonly  brought  over,  except  the 
heft  fort  of  Seville  and  Portugal. ”  Temple's  Works,  Vol.  III.  p.  213. 
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gentlemen  ;  but  his  greens  that  are 
remaining  (being  as  good  a  Hock  as 
mod:  green-houles  have)  are  very 
*  frelh  and  thriving,  the  room  they 
Hand  in  fuiting  well  with  them,  and 
being  well  contrived,  if  it  be  no 
defeat  in  it,  that  the  floor  is  a  foot 
at  leall  within  the  ground,  as  is 
alfo  the  floor  of  the  dwelling-houfe. 
He  had  attempted  to  have  orange 
trees  to  grow  in  the  ground  (as  at 
Beddington),  and  for  that  purpole 
Lad  encloled  a  fquare  of  ten  feet 
wide  with  a  low  brick  wall,  and 
iheltered  them  with  wood,  but  they 
would  not  do.  His  orange  trees  in 
fummer  Hand  not  in  any  particular 
fquare  or  enclofure,  under  fume 
Ihelter,  as  moil  others  do,  but  are 
dilpofed  on  pedeftals  of  Portland 
lione,  at  equal  diftance,  on  a  board 
over-againlt  a  fouth  wall,  where  is 
his  belt  fruit,  and  faireft  walk. 

10.  Sir  Henry  Capell's  Garden  at 
Kew  has  as  curious  greens,  and  is 
as  well  kept  as  any  about  London*. 
His  two  lentifcus  trees  (for  which 
he  paid  forty  pounds  to  Verfprit) 
are  laid  to  be  the  belt  in  England, 
not  only  of  their  kind,  but  01  greens. 
He  has  four  white  ftriped  hoiiies, 
about  four  feet  above  their  cafes, 
kept  round  and  regular,  which  coil 
him  flve  pounds  a  tree  this  lail 
year;  and  fix  lauriitinufes  he  has, 
with  large  round  equal  heads,  which 
are  very  flowery  and  make  a  fine 
(how.  llis  orange  trees  about  four¬ 
teen  feet  wide,  enclofed  with  a  tim¬ 
ber  frame  about  feven  feet  high,  and 
let  with  filver  firs,  hedge- wife, 
which  are  as  high  as  the  frame,  and 
this  to  fecure  them  from  wind  and 
tempeil,  and  fometimes  from  the 
feorching  fun.  His  terrace- walk 


b^re  in  the  middle,  and  grafs  os* 
either  fide,  with  a  hedge  of  rue  on 
one  fide  next  a  low  wall,  and  a  row 
of  dwarf  trees  on  the  other,  ihew# 
very  fine;  and  fo  do,  from  thence, 
his  yew  hedges,  with  trees  of  the 
lame  at  equal  diftance,  kept  in 
pretty  ihapes  with  tonfure.  Ilis 
flowers  and  fruits  are  of  the  bell, 
for  the  advantage  of  which  two  pa¬ 
rallel  walls,  about  14  feet  high, 
were  now  railed  and  almolt  flnilhed. 
If  the  ground  were  not  a  little  irre¬ 
gular,  it  would  excel  in  other 
points  as  well  as  in  furniture. 

11.  Sir  Stephen  Fox's  Garden  at 
Chifwickf,  being  of  but  five  years 
Handing,  is  brought  to  great  perfec¬ 
tion  for  the  time.  It  excels  for  a 
fair  gravel  walk  betwixt  two  yew 
hedges,  with  rounds  and  fpires  of 
the  fame,  all  under  fmooth  ton¬ 
fure.  At  the  far  end  of  this  garden 
are  two  myrtle  hedges  that  crofs 
the  garden ;  they  are  about  three, 
feet  high,  and  covered  in  winter 
with  painted  board  cafes.  The 
other  gardens  are  full  of  flowers 
and  facetting,  and  the  walls  well 
clad.  The  green-houfe  is  well 
built,  well  let,  and  well  furnifhed. 

1 2.  Sir  Thomas  Cookes  Garden, 
at  Hackney  is  very  large,  and  not 
fo  fine  at  prefent,  becaufe  of  his  in¬ 
tending  to  be  at  three  thoufand 
pounds  charge  with  it  this  next 
fummer,  as  his  gardener  laid.  There 
are  two  green-houfes  in  it,  but  the 
greens  are  not  extraordinary;  for' 
one  of  the  roofs  being  made  a  re¬ 
ceptacle  for  water,  overcharged  with 
weight,  fell  down  laft  year  upon  the 
greens,  and  made  a  great  deftrudion 
among  the  trees  and  pots.  In  one 
part  of  it  is  a  warren,  containing 


*  This  now  belongs  to  his  Majefty. 
t  Now  the  property  ot  Hubert  Stevenibn,  efq. 
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about  two  acres,  and  very  full  of 
coneys,  though  there  was  but  a 
couple  put  in  a  few  years  lince. 
There  is  a  pond  or  a  mote  round 
about  them,  and  on  the  outfide  of 
that  a  brick  wall  four  feet  high) 
both  which  I  think  will  not  keep 
them  within  their  compafs.  There 
is  a  large  fith-pond  lying  on  the 
fouth  to  a  brick  wall,  which  is  finely 
clad  with  philaria.  Water  brought 
from  far  in  pipes  furnilhes  his  feve- 
ral  ponds  as  they  want  it. 

13.  Sir  Jojiah  Child's  Plantations 
of  walnut  and  other  trees  at  Wan* 
fted,  are  much  more  worth  feeing 
than  his  gardens,  which  are  but 
indifferent.  Befides  the  great  num¬ 
ber  qf  fruit  trees  he  has  planted  in 
his  enclofurcs  with  great  regularity, 
lie  has  vaft  number  of  elms,  allies, 
limes,  &c.  planted  in  rows  on  Ep- 
ping  Foreft.  Before  his  outgate, 
which  is  above  twelve  fcore  feet 
diftance  from  his  houfe,  are  two 
large  fith-ponds  on  the  foreft,  in  the 
Way  from  his  houfe,  with  trees  on 
either  lide  lying  betwixt  them ;  in 
the  middle  of  either  pond  is  an  lfland 
betwixt  twenty  and  thirty  yards 
over,  and  in  the  middle  of  each 
a  houfe,  the  one  like  the  other. 
They  are  faid  to  be  well  ftocked 
with  fith,  and  fo  they  had  need  to 
be,  if  they  cod  him  5000I.  as  it  is 
faid  they  did ;  as  alfo  that  his  plan¬ 
tations  coft  twice  as  much. 

14.  Sir  Robert  Clayton  has  a 
great  plantation  at  Harden  in  Sur¬ 
rey,  in  a  foil  not  very  benign  to 
plants ;  but  with  great  charge  he 
forces  Nature  to  obey  him.  His 
gardens  are  big  enough,  but  ftrange- 
ly  irregular,  his  chief  walk  not  being 
level,  but  riffng  in  the  middle,  and 
falling  much  more  at  one  end  than 
the  other  $  neither  is  the  wall  car¬ 


ried  by  a  line  either  on  the  top  or 
(ides,  but  runs  like  an  ordinary  park 
wall,  built  as  the  ground  goes.  lie 
built  a  good  green-houfe  ;  but  fet  it 
fo,  that  the  hills  in  winter  keep  the 
fun  from  it ;  fo  that  they  place  their 
greens  in  a  houfe  on  higher  ground 
not  built  for  that  purpofe.  His 
dwelling-houfe  ftands  very  low,  fur- 
rounded  with  great  hills;  and  yet 
they  have  no  water,  but  what  i* 
forced  from  a  deep  well  into  a 
water-houfe,  whence  they  are  fur- 
nifhed  by  pipes  at  plealure. 

15.  The  Archbijhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury's  Garden  at  Lambeth  has  little 
in  it  but  walks,  the  late  archbifhop* 
not  delighting  in  one;  but  they  are 
now  making  them  better  ;  and  they 
have  already  made  a  green-houfe, 
one  of  the  finelt  and  cotllieft  about 
the  town.  It  is  of  three  rooms ; 
the  middle  having  a  ftove  under  it ; 

the  forefides  of  the  rooms  are  almoli 

✓ 

all  glafs,  the  roof  covered  with  lead 
the  whole  part  (to  adorn  the  build¬ 
ing)  riling  gravel-wile  higher  than 
the  reft ;  but  it  is  placed  fo  near 
Lambeth  church,  that  the  fun 
(hines  moft  on  it  in  winter  after 
eleven  o’clock ;  a  fault  owned  by 
the  gardener,  but  not  thought  on 
by  the  contrivers.  Moft  of  the 
greens  are  oranges  and  lemons, 
which  have  very  large  ripe  fruit* 
on  them.  -  • 

16.  Dr.  Uvedale ,  of  Enfield ,  is  x 
great  lover  of  plants,  and,  having 
an  extraordinary  art  in  managing 
them,  is  become  matter  of  the  great- 
ell  and  choiceft  collection  of  exotic 
greens  that  is  perhaps  any  where  in 
this  land.  His  greens  take  up  lix  or 
feven  houfes  or  roornfteads.  Hi* 
orange  trees  and  largeft  myrtles  fill 
up  his  biggelt  houfe,  and  another 
houfe  is  filled  with  myrtles  of  a  lefs 

fixe ; 
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£ze;  and  thofe  more  nice  and  cu¬ 
rious  plants  that  need  cloier  keepkig 
are  in  warmer  rooms,  and  fome  of 
them  ftoved  when  he  thinks  fit. 
His  flowers  are  choice,  his  flock 
numerous,  and  his  culture  of  them 
very  methodical  and  curious;  but, 
to  lpeak  of  the  garden  in  the  whole, 
it  does  not  lie  fine  to  pleafe  the  eye; 
his  delight  and  care  lying  more  m 
the  ordering  particular  plants,  than 
in  the  pleafing  view  and  form  of  his 
garden. 

17.  Hr.  Tillotfons  Garden  near 
Enfield*  is  a  pleafurable  place  for 
wallas,  and  fome  good  walls  there 
are  too;  but  the  tall  afpin  trees, 
and  the  many  ponds  in  the  heart  of 
it,  are  not  fo  agreeable.  He  has 
two  houfes  for  greens,  but  had  few 
in  them,  all  the  reft  being  removed 
to  Lambeth.  The  houfe  moated 

...  about. 

18.  Mr.  Evelyn  has  a  pleafant 
villa  at  Deptford,  a  fine  garden  for 
walks  and  hedges  (efpecially  his 
holly  one,  which  he  writes  of  in  his 
Sylya),  and  a  pretty  little  green- 
houfe  with  an  indifferent  flock  in  it. 
In  his  garden  he  has  four  large, 
round  philareas,  fmooth  clipped, 
railed  on  a  (ingle  ftatk  from  the 
ground,  a  fafliion  now  much  ufed. 
Part  of'  his  garden  is  very  woody 
and  flrady  for  walking;  but  his 
garden  not  being  walled  has  little  of 
the  heft  fruits. 

19.  Mr  Watts  s  Houfe  and  G arden 
made  near  Enfield  are  new  ;  but  the 
garden  for  the  time  is  very  fine,  and 


large,  and  regularly  laid  out,  with! 
a  fair  fifh-pond  in  the  middle.  He 
built  a  green  houfe  this  lumnier 
with  three  rooms  (fomewhat  like 
the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury’s),  the 
middle  with  a  fiove  under  it  and  a! 
iky  light  above,  and  both  of  them  of 
glafs  on  the  forefide,  with  (butters 
within,  and  the  roof  finely  covered 
with  Irifh  fiate.  But  this  fine  houfe 
is  under  the  fame  great  fault  with 
three  before  (Numbers  8,  14,  15): 
they  built  it  in  fummer,  and  thought 
not  of  winter ;  the  dwelling-houfe 
011  the  fouth  fide  interpoling  betwixt 
the  fun  and  it,  now  when  its  beams 
fhould  refreih  plants. 

20.  Brompton  Park  Garden-f ,  be¬ 
longing  to  Mr.  London  and  Mr. 
Wife,  has  a  large  long  green-houfe, 
the  front  all  glafs  and  board,  the 
North  fide  brick.  Here  the  king’s 
greens,  which  were  in  fummer  at 
Kenfington,  are  placed;  but  they 
take  hut  little  room  in  companion 
of  their  own.  Their  garden  is 
chiefly  a  nurfery  for  all  forts  of 
plants,  of  which  they  are  very 
full. 

23.  Mr.  Boyntons  Garden  at 
Enfield  is  Obfervable  for  nothing 
but  his  green-houfe,  which  he  has 
had  for  many  years.  His  orange, 
lemon,  and  myrtle  trees  are  as  Tull 
and  furnifhed  as  anv  in  cafes.  He  . 
has  a  myrtle  cut  in  (iiape  of  a 
chaife,  that  is  at  leaft  fix  feet  high 
from  the  cafe,  but  the  lower  part  is 
thin  of  leaves.  The  refi  of  the 
garden  is  very  ordinary,  and  on  the 


*  Dr.  Tillotfon’s  houfe  and  gardens  were  at  Edmonton,  whither  he  occafionally  re- 
forted  after  he  became  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  liiefe  premifes  are  now  in  the  poi- 
feilion  of  Captain  Dorien.  '/  t. 

|  At  Brompton  Park  was  a  very  celebrated  nurfery,  firft  eftablifhed  about  the  latter, 
end  of  the  la  ft  century,  by  George  London  and  Henry  Wife,  efqrs.  gardeners  to  king 
William  and  to  queen  Anne.  Bowack,  who  wrote  an  account  oi  Kenfington  in  3  708, 
fpeaks  of  the  flock  as  a! molt  incredible,  and  fays  it  was  affirmed,  that  if  the  plants  weri 
•valued  *t  bu>  id.  apiece,  they  would  amount  to  40, ('001.  I  his  ground  belongs  al  prelent 
*0  Meftrs,  Grey  and  Wear.  Environs  of  London,  V  oi.  III.  p.  171v 
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outfide  of  his  garden  he  has  a  war¬ 
ren,  which  makes  the  ground  about 
his  feat  lie  rudely,  and  lome times 
the  coneys  work  under  the  wall  into 
the  garden. 

22.  Mr.  Richardfon  at  Eaft  Bar- 
net  has  a  pretty  garden,  with  fine 
walks  and  good  flowers ;  but  the 
garden  not  being  walled  about  they 
have  lei's  fummer  fruit,  yet  are, 
therefore,  the  more  induftrious  in 
managing  the  peach  and  apricot 
dwarf  ftandards,  which,  thev  lav, 
fupply  them  plentifully  with  very 
good  fruit.  There  is  a  good  filh- 
pond  in  the  middhrof  it,  from  which 
a  broad  gravel  walk  leads  to  the 
highway,  where  a  fair  pair  of  broad 
gates,  with  a  narrower  on  either 
fide,  open  at  the  top  to  look  through 
fmall  bars,  well  wrought  and  well 
painted,  are  a  great  ornament  to  the 
garden.  They  have  orange  and 
lemon  trees;  but  the  wife  and  foil 
being  the  managers  of  the  garden 
(the  hulband  being  gouty  and  not 
minding  it),  they  cannot  prevail  for 
a  houfe  for  them,  other  than  a  barn 
end. 

23.  Captain  Fofters  Garden  at 
Lambeth  has  many  curiofities  in  it. 
His  green  houfe  is  full  of  frefli  and 
flourifliing  plants,  and  before  it  is 
the  fineA  ftriped  holly-hedge  that, 
perhaps,  is  in  England,  lie  has 
many  myrtles,  not  the  greateft  but 
of  the  moft  fanciful  fliapes  that  are 
any  where  elfe.  He  has  a  framed 
walk  of  timber  covered  with  vines, 
which  with  others,  running  on  mofi 
of  his  walls  without  prejudice  to  his 
lower  trees,  yield  him  a  deal  of 
wine.  Of  flowers  he  has  a  good 
choice,  and  his  Virginia  and  other 
birds  in  a  great  variety,  with  his 
glafs  hive,  add  much  to  the  pieafure 
pf  his  garden. 

24.  Mon/itur  Anthony  Vefprit 


has  a  little  garden  of  very  choice 
things.  His  green-houfe  has  no 
very  great  number  of  plants,  but 
what  he  has  are  of  the  belt  fort, 
and  very  well  ordered.  His  oranges 
and  lemons  (fruit  and  tree)  are  ex¬ 
traordinary  fair,  and  for  lentifcufei 
and  Roman  haves  he  lias' choice 

4/ 

above  others. 

25.  Ricketts  at  Hoxton  has  a 
large  ground,  and  abundantly  flocked 
with  all  manner  of  flowers,  fruit- 
trees,  and  other  garden  plants,  with 
lime  trees,  which  are  now  much 
planted  ;  and,  for  a  fale  garden,  h« 
has  a  very  good  green-houfe,  and 
well  filled  with  frefli  greens ;  be¬ 
tides  which  he  has  another  room 
very  lull  of  greens  in  pots.  He  has 
a  greater  flock  of  Affyrian  thyme- 
than  any  body  elfe;  for,  b elides 
many  pots  of  it,  he  has  beds  abroad 
with  plenty  of  roots,  which  they 
cover  with  mats  and  firaw  in  win¬ 
ter.  He  fells  his  things  with  the 
dearefi,  and  not  taking  due  care  to 
have  his  plants  prove  well,  he  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  loft  muchof  his  cuftom. 

.26.  Pearfon  has  not  near  fo  large 
a  ground  as  Ricketts  (on  whom  he 
aimoft  joins),  and  therefore  he  has 
not  fo  many  trees  ;*  but  of  flower* 
he  has  great  choice,  and  of  anemo- 
nies  he  avers  he  has  the  beft  about 
London,  and  fells  them  only  to  gen¬ 
tlemen.  He  has  no  green-houfe, 
yet  has  abundance  o'f  myrtle  and 
ftriped  pliilareas,  with  oranges  and 
other  greens,  which  he  keeps  fafe 
enough  under  fheds  funk  a  foot 
within  ground,  and  covered  with 
firaw.  He  has  abundance  of  cy- 
prefies,  which,  at  three  feet  high,  lie 
fells  for  four  pence  apiece  to  thole 
that  take  any  number.  He  is  mo¬ 
derate  in  his  prices,  and  accounted 
very  honeft  in  his  dealing,  which 
gets  him  much  chapmanry. 

27.  Darky, 
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27.  Darby,  at  Hoxton,  has  but  a 
little  garden,  but  is  mailer  of  feveral 
curious  greens  that  other  fale  garde¬ 
ners  want,  and  which  he  faves  from 
cold  and  winter  weather  in  green- 
houl'es  of  his  own  making.  His  fri- 
talaria  crafia  (a  green)  had  a  flower 
on  it  of  the  breadth  of  half  a  crown, 
like  an  embroidered  ftar  of  feveral 
colours ;  I  law  not  the  like  any  where, 
no  not  at  Dr.  Uvedale’s,  though  he 
has  the  fame  plant.  He  railes  many 
flriped  hollies  by  inoculation,  though 
Captain  Fofler  grafts  them  as  we  do 
apple-trees.  He  is  veiy  curious  in 
propagating  greens,  but  is  dear  with 
them.  He  has  a  folio  paper  hook, 
in  which  he  has  palled  the  leaves 
and  flowers  of  arlmoft  all  manner  of 
plants,  which  make  a  pretty  (how, 
and  are  more  inftru&ive  than  any 
cuts  in  Herbals. 

28.  Clements,  at  Mile  End,  has  no 
bigger  a  garden  than  Darby,  but  has 
more  greens,  yet  not  of  fuch  curious 
forts.  He  keeps  them  in  a  green- 
houie  made  with  a  light  charge. 
He  has  vines  in  many  places  about 
old  trees,  which  they  wind  about. 
>Ie  made  wine  this  year  of  his  white 
Mufcadine,  and  white  Frontinac, 
better,  1  thought,  than  any  French 
white  wine.  He  keeps  a  fliop  of 
feeds  in  plants  in  pots  next  the 
ft  reel . 

Jan ,  1691.  J.  Gibson. 


Regulations  of  Barking  Abbey, 

j[. From  the  Environs  of  London.  Vol. 
IV.  By  the  Rev.  D.  Lyfons.] 

THE  nuns  of  Barking  were  of  the 
Benedidine  order.  The  abbefs  was 
appointed  by  ti  e  king  till  about  the 
year  1200 ;  when  by  the  interference 
©f  ihe  Pope,  the  election  was  veiled 

4 


in  the  convent,  and  confirmed  by 
royal  authority.  The  abbefs  of 
Barking  was  one  of  the  four  who 
were  baroneffes  in  right  of  their  fla- 
tion  ;  for  being  pofiefled  of  thirteen 
knights  fees  and  a  half,  fhe  held  her 
lands  of  the  king  by  barony;  and 
though  her  fex  prevented  her  from 
having  a  feat  in  parliament,  or  at-* 
tending  the  king  in  the  wars,  yet  Ihe 
always  furniflied  her  quota  of  men, 
and  had  precedency  over  other  ab~ 
befles.  In  her  convent  the  always 
lived  in  great  Hate,  her  houfehold 
confided  of  “  chaplains,  an  efquire, 
gentlemen  and  gentlewomen,  yeo¬ 
men,  grooms,  a  clerk,  and  yeomen 
clerk,  a  groom  cook,  a  pudding 
wife,  See” 

The  lecond  flation  in  the  convent 
was  that  of  the  priorefs,  under  whom 
were  two  fub-priorefles  :  there  were 
alfo  a  chantrefs  ;  a  high  cellarefs ; 
an  under  cellarefs ;  a  chamberlain ;  a 
kitchener  ;  two  frey  torches  ;  a  pen- 
fionerefs ;  a  parlarefs,  and  a  facrift. 
The  priorefs’s  office  was  for  life,  and 
during  the  abfence  of  the  abbefs,  fhe 
had  the  foie  management  of  the  con¬ 
vent.  The  other  offices  were  annual. 
The  priorefs  had  a  double  portion  of 
provifions,  ahd  the  cellarefles  and  the 
kitchener  during  their  year  of  office. 
There  were  certain  lands  alfo  an¬ 
nexed  to  moil  of  thefe  offices.  The 
office  of  cellarefs  was  a  place  of  con- 
fiderable  power  and  profit,  nearly 
correfponding  to  that  of  burfar  of  a 
college.  She  was  to  receive  certain 
fums  from  the  farmers  and  rent  ga¬ 
therers  of  all  the  eftates  belonging 
to  the  convent,  to  buy  the  provifions, 
and  to  diltribute  portions  or  Myve- 
‘  ries’  to  the  feveral  nuns.  Among 
the  Cottonian  MSS.  in  the  Britifh 
mufeum  is  one  entitled  “  The  charge 
“  longynge  to  the  office  of  cellarefs 
u  of  Barking,’'  in  which  is  dated 

fully 
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fully  the  fums  fhe  was  to  collect,  with 
the  nature  and  quantity  of  the  pro- 
vifions  the  was  to  lay  in,  and  the 
manner  and  proportion  in  which 
they  were  to  be  diltributed  :  among 
other  things,  Ihe  was  to  provide  “ruf- 
“  feaul  in  Lenton,  and  to  bake  with 
“  elys  on  Schere-Thurfday ;  a  pece 
“  of  whete  and  three  gallons  of  milk 
“  for  frirnete  on  St.  Alburgh’s  day  ; 
“  three  gallons  of  gude  ale  for  belong ; 
“  mary  bones  to  maice  white  wot  tys  ; 
“  cripfis  and  cruin -kales  at  Shrof- 
tl  tyde  ;  conies  for  the  convent  at 
“  Shroftyde ;  twelve  ftubbe-eles  and 
“  nine  lchaft-eles  to  bake  on  Shere- 
“  Thurfday ;  one  potel  tyre  for  the 
“  abhefs  the  fame  day,  and  two  gal- 
*l  Ions  of  red  wyne  for  the  convent ; 
ie  half  a  goofe  for  each  of  the  nuns 
“  on  the  feaft  of  the  aftumption,  and 
“  the  fame  on  St.  Alburgh’s  day;  for 
“  every  lady  a  lyvery  of  fowfe  at 
“  Martinmas,  a  whole  hog’s  fowfe 
“  to  ferve  three  ladies.  She  was  to 
“  pay  to  every  lady  in  the  convent 
“  gd.  a  }rear  for  nifchew  filver ;  2d. 
u  for  her  cripfis  and  cnimkakes  at 
“Shrovetide;  13  a  week  for  eve 
“  filver,  from  Michaelmas  to  Alllml- 
“  lowes  day ;  from  that  day  till 
Eafter  if  a  week,  and  from  Eafter 
“  to  Michaelmas  i|.” 


The  JirJl  of  April ,  or  the  ancient 
Feaft  of  the  Vernal  Equinox' ,  equal¬ 
ly  o'ofervcd  in  India  and  Britain. 

[From  Indian  Antiquities ,  fyc.  fyc. 
Vol.-VI.  By  the  Reverend  T. 
Maurice.] 

THE  firft  of  April  was  anciently 
obferved  in  Britain  as  a  high  and 
general  feftival,  in  which  an  un¬ 
bounded  hilarity  reigned  through 
•very  order  of  its  inhabitants ;  for 


the  fun  at  that  period  of  the  year  en¬ 
tering  into  the  lign  Aries,  the  new 
year,  and  with  it  the  feafon  of  rural 
fports  and  vernal  delight, v  was  then 
fuppofed  to  have  commenced.  The 
proof  of  the  antiquity  of  the  obfer- 
vance  of  this  annual  feftival,  as  well 
us  the  probability  of  its  original  efta- 
blilhmeat  in  an  Aliatic  region,  a  riles 
from  the  evidence  of  fatts  afforded 
us  by  aftrononiy.  Although  the  re¬ 
formation  of  the  year  by  the  Julian 
and  Gregorian  calendars,  and  the 
adaptation  of  the  period  of  its  com¬ 
mencement  to  a  different  and  far 
nobler  fyftem  of  theology,  have  oc- 
caiioned  the  feftival  fports,  anciently 
celebrated  in  this  country  on  the 
firft  of  April,  to  have  long  fince 
ceafed  ;  and  although  the  changes 
occationed,  during  a  long  lapfe  of 
years,  by  the  Uniting  of  the  equi¬ 
noctial  points,  have  in  Alia  itfelf 
been  productive  of  important  aftro- 
nomical  alterations,  as  to  the  exati 
a;r a  of  the  commencement  of  the 
year ;  yet  on  both  continents  fome 
very  remarkable  traits  of  the  jocun¬ 
dity,  which  then  reigned,  remain 
even  to  thefe  diltant  times.  Of  thofe 
preferved  in  Britain,  none  of  the 
leaft  remarkable  or  ludicrous  is  that 
relic  of  its  priftine  pleafantry,  the 
general  practice  of  making  April 
fouls ,  as  it  is  called,  on  the  firft  day 
of  that  month ;  but  this  colonel 
Pearce,  in  a  paper  publifhed  in  the 
fecond  volume  of  the  Afiatic  Re- 
learches,  has  proved  to  be  an  im¬ 
memorial  cuftom  among  the  Hin¬ 
doos,  at  a  celebrated  feftival  holden 
about  the  fame  period  in  India, 
which  is  called  the  Huli  feftival.  I 
ihall  inlert  the  account  in  the  colo¬ 
nel's  own  words  :  “  During  the  Iluli. 
“  when  mirth  and  feftivity  reign 
“  among  the  Hindoos  of  every  claf’s, 
“  one  l'ubjed  of  diverlion  is,  to  fend 

people 
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u  people  on  errands  and  expeditions 
44  that  are  to  end  in  difappointment, 
A4  and  raife  a  laugh  at  the  ex  pence 
of  the  perfon  lent.  The  I  lull  is 
44  always  in  March,  and  the  lajt  day 
€‘  is  the  general  holiday.  1  have 
44  never  yet  heard  any  account  of  the 
u  origin  of  this  English  cuftom  ;  but 
tc  it  is  unqueftionably  very  ancient, 
44  and  is  ftill  kept  up  even  in  great 
**  towns,  though  lei's  in  them  than 
**  in  the  country.  With*  us  it  is 
chiefly  confined  to  the  lower  clafs 
44  of  people,  but  in  India  high  and 
44  low  join  in  it ;  and  the  late  Surajah 
"  Dowlah,  I  am  told,  was  very  fond  of 
44  making  lluli  fools,  though  he  was 
“  a  Muffulman  of  the  higbel’t  rank. 
44  They  carry  the  joke  here  fo  far,  as 
*"  to  fend  letters  making  appoint- 
*4  ments  in  the  name  of  the  perfon, 
44  who,  it  is  known,  mult  he  abfent 
44  from  their  houfe  at  the' time  fixed 


A  Tv  in, 

April ; 

Carti, 

May;  -  - 

Agrah’ayan, 

June;  -  - 

Paufh, 

July;  -  - 

Magh, 

Auguft ;  - 

Phalgun, 

September : 

Cbaitr, 

Odflober ;  - 

Vafac’b, 

November ; 

JaifhPh, 

December; 

Afliar, 

January;  - 

Sravan, 

February ; 

Bhadr, 

March;  - 

The  Indians,  now,  indeed,  begin 
Sheir  year  on  the  nth  of  April,  and 
*he  Pe' flans  have  adopted  in  their 
civil  concerns,  the  Mahommedan 
inode  of  computation  ;  but  both  na¬ 
tions,  probably,  in  the  remote  ages 
to  which  we  allude,  began  their  year 
when  >he  fun  entered  the  Ann  Aries; 
mud  the  ancient  Perfian  coins  ftamp- 


u  upon ;  and  the  laugh  is  always  in 
“  proportion  to  the  trouble  given.” 

The  iealt  inquiry  into  the  ancient 
cuftoms  ot  Perfia,  or  the  minuted: 
acquaintance  with  the  general  aftro- 
nomical  mythology  of  Alia,  would 
have  taught  colonel  Pearce,  that  the 
boundlefs  hilarity  and  jocund  i'ports 
prevalent  on  the  flrl't  of  April  in 
England,  and  during  the  Pluli  fefti- 
val  in  India,  have  their  origin  in  the 
ancient  prachce  of  celebrating  with 
feftival  rites  the  period  of  the  vernal 
equinox,  or  the  day  when  the  new 
year  of  Perfia  anciently  began.  I 
have  added,  below,  the  order  of  the 
Indian  months,  as  they  are  enume¬ 
rated  by  flr  William  Jones  himlelf, 
in  the  Aflatic  Researches-,  and  have 
added  the  Englilh  names  of  our 
correfponding  months,  and  tranfla- 
tions  of  the  Sanfcreet  appellations 
of  the  afterifms ; 


Mefti, 

Ram. 

Yrifli, 

Bull. 

Mifhun, 

Twins, 

Carcat, 

Crab. 

Sinh, 

Lion. 

Cany  a, 

Virgin. 

Tula, 

Balance. 

Yrifchic, 

Scorpions 

Dhan, 

Bow. 

Macar, 

Capric. 

Cnmbh, 

Aquar. 

Min, 

Filh. 

ed  with  the  head  of  the  ram,  which, 
according  to  Dh-Vncaryille,  were  of¬ 
fered  to  Gemfhed,  the  founder  of 
Perfepolis,  are  an  additional  demon- 
ftration  of  the  high  antiquity  of  this 
feltival.  It  is  ftill  obferved  in  that 
country  under  the  title  of  Nauras,  a 
word  which  means  the  full  day  of 
the  year. 
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.Litters  written  by  Ben  Jonfont 
{ From  the  Gentleman s  Magazine.] 

A  letter  to  the  earle  of  Nezvcaftle. 
(l.)  My  lord, 

THE  faith  of  a.faft  friend,  with 
the  duties  of  an  humble  fervant  and 
the  hearty  prayers  of  a  religious 
beadfiiiai),  ail  kindled  upon  this  altar, 
to  your  honour,  my  honourable  lady, 
the  hopefull  ifiue,  and  your  right 
noble  brother,  bee  ever  my  lacri- 
fice. 

It  is  the  lewd  printer’s  fault  that 
I  can  fe'nd  your  lordfhip  no  more  of 
my  books  done.  1  fent  you  one  piece 
before  the  fayr  by  Mr.  Withririgton, 
and  now  I  fend  you  the  other  inor- 
cell,  the  fine  gentleman  that  walkes 
in  town,  the  fiend  ;  but  before  hee 
will  per  fed,  the  reft  1  feare  hee  vvill 
come  himfelfe  to  bee  a  part,  under 
the  title  of  the  abfolute  knave,  which 
he  hath  playd  with  mee.  My  prin¬ 
ter  and  I  fii all  afford  fubjed  enough 
for  a  tragi-comedy,  for  wish  his 
‘delayes  and  vexation  I  am  alrnolt 
become  blind;  and  if  Heaven  be  fo 
juft  fn  the  metamorphofis  to  turne 
him  into  that  creature  he  moll  afii- 
mulates,  a  dog,  with  a  hell  to  lead 
.mee  between  Whitehall  and  my 
lodgings,  I  may  bid  the  woildgood 
night. 

And  fo  I  doo, 

Ben  Jonson. 

(?..)  My  nobleil  lord  and  bed  patron, 

1  fend  no  borrowing  epiftle  to 
provoke  your  lordfhip,  for  1  have 
neither  fortune  to  repay,  or  I’ecuritie 
to  engage  that  will  be  taken  ;  but  I 
tnake  a'  mo  ft  humble  petition  to 
your  lordfiiip’s  bounty  to  fuccour  my 
prelent  neceffities  this  good  time  of 
Ealter,  and  it  (hull  conclude  all 
begging  requeft  hereafter,  on  the  be- 

VoL^xxxviii. 


half  of  your  trueft  beadfman,  and 
molt  thankefull  fervant; 

B.  J. 

(3.)  My  nobleft  lord  and  my  belt 
patron, 

I  have  done  your  bufinis  as 
your  lordfhip  trufited  mee  with,  and 
the  morning  after  1  received,  by  my 
beloved  friend  Mr.  Payne,  your  lord¬ 
fiiip’s  timely  gratuity  :  I  lfile  it  Inch, 
for  it  fell  like  the  dew  of  heaven  on 
my  neceffty,  it  came  fo  oportunely 
and  in  feal’on.  I  pray  to  God  my 
workesTiave  defeiVd  it.  1  meant 
it  fiiould  in  the  workeing  it,  and  I 
have  hope  the  performance  will  con¬ 
clude  it.  In  the  mean  time  1  tell 
vour  lordfhip  what  I  ferioufly  thinks. 
God  fends  you  thole  chargeable  and 
magnificent  honors  of  making  feaffs 
to  mixe  with  your  charitable  fuccors, 
dropt  upon  mee  your  fervant,  who 
have  nothing  to  claime  by  of  meritt, 
but  a  cheerfull  undertaking  whatfo- 
ever  your  lordfidp’s  judgment  thinkes 
mee  able  to  performe.  I  am  in  the 
number  of  your  humbleit  lervants, 
my  lord,  arid  the  moft  willing;  and 
doe  joy  in  the  friendfhipe  and  fellow- 
fiiip  of  my  right  learned  friend  Mr. 
Payne,  then  whom  your  lordfhip 
could  not  haue  employed  a  more  di¬ 
ligent  and  judicious  man,  or  that 
hath  treated  mee  with  more  huma- 
nitie,  which  makes  mee  cheerfully 
to  invert  myfelfe  into  your  lordihip’s 
commands,  and  fo  lure  a  clientele. 

Wholly  and  onely  your  lordlhip's, 

B.  .Ion son. 

(4.)  Mv  noble  and  moft  honord 
lord, 

I  myfelf  being  no  fubftance,  am 
faine  to  trouble  you  with  fii  add  owes', 
or  what  is  lefs,  an  apologue,  or  fable, 
in  a  dream.  I  being  ffricken  with 
the  palfy  in  the  year  1628,  had,  by 
fir  Thomas  Badger,  fome  few  months 
ly rice,  a  foxe  lent  mee  for  a  prelent, 
K  which 
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Which  creature,  by  handling,  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  make  tame,  as  well  for 
the  abating  of  my  difeafe  as  the  de¬ 
light  I  took  in  peculation  of  his  na¬ 
ture.  It  happened  this  prefentyear 
1631,  and  this  verie  weeke  being  the 
weeke  ufhering  Chriftmas,  and  this 
Tuefday  morning  in  a  dreame  (and 
morning  dreames  are  trueft)  to  have 
one  of  my  fervants  come  to  my  bed- 
fide,  and  tell  mee,  M  after,  matter,  the 
fox  lpeakes !  Whereat  mee  thought  I 
ftarted,  and  troubled,  went  down  into 
the  yard  to  witnefs  the  wonder.  There 
I  found  my  reynard  in  his  tenement, 
the  fiiibb,  I  had  hir’d  for  him,  cyni¬ 
cally  ex prefling  his  owne  lott,  to  be 
condemned  to  the  houle  of  a  poett, 
where  nothing  was  to  be  feen  but 
the  bare  walls,  and  not  any  thing 
heard  but  the  noife  of  a  la  we  dividing 
billates  all  the  weeke -long,  more  to 
keepe  the  family  in  exercile  than  to 
comfort  any  perfon  there  with  fire, 
fave  the  paralytick  malter,  and  went 
on  in  this  way,  as  the  fox  feemed  the 
better  fabler  of  the  two.  I,  his  mat¬ 
ter,  began  to  give  him  good  words, 
and  ftroake  him;  but  reynard,. bark¬ 
ing,  told  mee  this  would  not  doe,  I 
mull  give  him  meate.  I  angry  call’d 
him  ltmking  vermine.  Hee  rcply’d, 
looke  into  your  cellar,  which  is  your 
larder  too,  youle  find  a  worfe  ver¬ 
min  there.  When  prefen tly  calling 
for  alight,  mee  thought  I  went  down, 
and  found  all  the  floor  turn'd  up,  as 
if  a  colony  of  moles  had  been  there, 
or  an  army  of  falt-petre  vermin. 
Whereupon  I  fent  prefently  into 
Tuttle -ftreet  for  the  king’s  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  mole  catcher,  to  releafe  mee 
and  hunt  them  :  but  hee,  when  he 
came  and  viewed  the  place,  and  had 
well  marked  the  earth  turned  up, 
fcookc  a  handful],  fmelt  to  it,  and  faid, 


Mailer,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  de~ 
ftroy  this  vermin,  the  K.  or  fome 
good  man  of  a  noble  nature  mull 
helpe  you  :  this  kind  of  mole  is  call¬ 
ed  a  want*,  which  will  deflroy  you, 
and  your  family,  if  you  prevent  not 
the  worfling  of  it  in  tyme.  And 
therefore  God  keepe  you,  and  fend 
you  health. 

The  interpretation  both  of  the 
fable  and  dream  is,  that  I,  waking, 
doe  find  want  the  worft  and  moft 
working  vermin  in  a  houfe  ;  and 
therefore  my  noble  lord,  and  next 
the  king  my  belt  patron,  I  am  necef- 
fitated  to  tell  it  you.  I  am  not 
fo  impudent  to  borrow  any  fum  of 
your  lordfhip,  for  I  have  no  faculty 
to  pay ;  but  my  needs  are  fuch,  and 
fo  urging,  as  I  do  beg  what  your 
bounty  can  give  mee,  in  the  name  of 
good  letters  and  the  bond  of  an  euer- 
gratefull  and  acknowledging  feruant 
to  your  honour.  B.  Jon  son. 

Wejhnirjltr , 

20  Dec.  1631. 

Yeflerday  the  barbarous  court  of 
aldermen  have  withdrawn  their 
chandler-ly  penfion  for  verjuice  and 
muftard  33I.  6s.  8 d: 


Letter  from  King  Charles  II.  to  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  upon  his  taking 
the  Seals  from  Chancellor  Claren¬ 
don. — Copied  from  five  Original  in 
the  Kings  own  hand ;  and  in  dor f 
ed  in  the  Duke  of  Ormond’s. 

The  King’s 

15  l  Sept. 

Rec.  24  )  ^ 

at  Kilkenny.  ' 

Anfwered,  2  Oft.  67. 

Whitehall ,  15  Sept. 

I  SHOULD  have  thanked  you 


#  A  want  is  a  provincial  name  for  the  mole.  §.A» 
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fooner  for  your  melancholly  letter  of 
the  26th  Auguft, and  the  good  coun¬ 
fell  you  gave  me  in  it,  as  ray  pur- 
pofe  was  alio  to  lay  fomething  to  you 
concerning  my  taking  the  feals  from 
the  chancellor,  of  which  you  muft 
needs  have  heard  all  the  paflages,  as 
be  would  not  futfer  it  to  be  done  i'o 
privately  as  1  intended  it.  The  truth 
is,  his  behaviour  and  humour  was 
growne  fo  initipportable  to  myfelf, 
and  to  all  the  world  elfe,  that  I 
could  not  longer  endure  it ;  and  it 
was  impoffible  forme  to  live  with  it, 
and  doe  thofe  things  with  the  parlia- 
hient  which  muft  be  done,  or  the  go¬ 
vernment  will  be  loft.  When  I  have 
a  better  opportunity  for  it,  you  Ihall 
know  many  particulars  that  have  in¬ 
clined  me  to  this  refolution,  which 
already  feems  to  be  well  liked  in  the 
world,  and  to  have  given  a  real  and 
vifible  amendment  to  my  affairs. 
T  his  is  an  argument  too  big  for  a 
letter;  lo  1  add  but  this  word  to  it, 
to  aflureyon,  that  your  former  friend¬ 
ship  to  the  chancellor  fha.ll  not  doe 
vou  any  prejudice  with  me,  and  that 
I  have  not  iri  the  leaft  degree  dimi- 
nifhed  that  value  and  kindnels  I  ever 
had  for  you;  which  I  thought  fit  to 
fay  to  you  upon  this  occafion,  be- 
caufe  it  is  very  poftible  malicious 
people  may  fuggeft  the  contrary  to 
Vou. 


Challenge  fent  in  1592,  to  the  Duke 
of  Guife,  by  Sir  Henry  limp  ton, 
the  Englilli  ambajador. 

[From  the  Gentlemans  Magazine.] 

FORASMUCH  as  lately  in  the 
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lodging  of  the  lord  Du  JVIagne,  and 
in  publick  elfewhere,  impudently, 
indeicreetly,  and  overboldly,  you 
lpoke  badly  of  my  lovereign,  whofe 
facred  perfon  here  in  this  country  I 
reprel’ent,  to  maintain,  both  by  word 
and  weapon,  her  honour  (which 
never  was  called  in  qu«ftion  among 
people  of  honefty  ahd  virtue) ;  I  fay 
you  have  wickedly  lied  in  fpeaking 
fo  bafely  of  my  fovereign  ;  and  you 
Ihall  do  nothing  elfe  but  lie  wbenfo- 
ever  you  (hall  dare  to  tax  her  honour. 
Moreover,  that  her  facred  perfon 
(being  one  of  the  moft  complete  and 
virtuous  princeffes  that  lives  in  the 
world)  ought  not  to  be  evil  fpoken 
of  by  the  tongue  of  fuch  a  perfidious 
traytor  to  her  law  ahd  country  as 
you  are.  And  hereupon  I  do  defy 
you,  and  challenge  your  perfon  to 
mine,  with  fuch  manner  of  arms  as 
you  fhall  like  or  chute,  be  it  either 
on  horfeback  or  ori  foot.  Nor 
would  I  have  you  to  think  any  ine¬ 
quality  of  perfon  between  us,  I  be¬ 
ing  iftiied  of  as  great  a  race  and 
noble  houfe  every  way  as  youifelf. 
So  aftigning  me  an  indifferent  place, 
I  will  thebe  maintain  my -words,  and 
the  lie  which  I  gave  you,  and  which 
you  fhould  not  endure  ifyoli  have  any 
courage  at  all  in  you.  If  you  con- 
fent  not  to  meet  me  hereupon,  I  will 
hold  you,  and  caufe  you  to  be  gene¬ 
rally  held,  for  the  arranteft  coward, 
and  moft  flanderous  (lave,  that  lives 
in  all  France.  I  exped  your  an- 
fwer. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


Hijlorical  account  of  SculPti/re. 

[ From  Chronological  Tables  ;  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  reign  of  Solomon, 
and  ending  with  the  death  of 
Alexander  the  Great ;  with  a  pre¬ 
fatory  Difcourfc.  By  the  late 
Thomas  Falconer,  of  Chefter, 
ef  quire.] 

LL  the  ancient  writers  have 
Jf%  agreed  in  dividing  it  into  two 
periods  ;  the  latter  of  which  begins 
with  the  age  of  Phidias.  Strabo 
afcertams  tbefe  ages  very  exactly, 
though  rather  foreign  to  his  fubjeht; 
for,  in  defcribing  the  temples  of 
Ephefus,  there  are  fome  which  he 
calls  antient,  and  in  thefe  were 
et’ZXpZa'  Jouvet,  antique  wooden  fi¬ 
gures"^.  In  the  other  temples, 
built,  h  roTq  vregov,  in  after  times , 
he  tranfgreffes  from  his  ufual  form, 
and  defenbes  three  (tatues  in  par¬ 
ticular,  which  were  probably  of  the 


age  of  Phidias  and  Scopas.  Pliny 
and  Paufanias  abound  in  examples 
of  this  divifion  of  the  periods.  The 
former,  when  difeourfing  of  Myron 
fays,  “  eapillum  non  emendatius 
feciffe  quam  rudis  antiquit as ,  lnfti- 
tuiffet  j:.”  This  “  rudis  antiquitas’*' 
means  what  is  termed  the  age  of 
Daedalus  and  his  fcholars,  who  im¬ 
proved  but  little  on  the  models 
brought  from  Egyptf.  However, 
as  we  have  fome  dates  in  Pliny, 
which  fix  the  progrelfion  of  this 
art  with  tolerable  accuracy,  we 
hi  all  brieflv  touch  on  the  hiftory  of 
this  period  from  the  earlielt  times ; 
though  the  vague,  and  nearly  fabu¬ 
lous  relations  of  Daedalus  form  fome 
embarrafiment  in  fixing  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  sera.  Diodorus 
Siculus  and  Paufanias  agree  in  fup- 
pofing  there  was  an  ar tilt  of  that 
name  who  worked  for  Minos,  in 
Crete,  and  built  a  labyrinth  at  Gnof- 
fus,  of  which  no  veftige  was  left  in  the 
time  of  Auguftus§.  Homer,  in  his 
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*  Strab  ,  1.  xiv.  p.  640,  ed.  Paris. 

t  Plin.  I.  xxxiv.  c.  8.  p.  651.  ed.  Harduin.  alf.  The  whole  paffage  is  beautiful,  and 

marts  a  very  refined  latte.  i 

£  Strabo  allows  that  the  carved  figirres  on  the  walis  of  the  temples  in  Egypt  refemhled 
the. Tyrrhenian  and  the  antient  Greek  fculptures,  1.  xvii.  p.  806,  ed  Paris, 

$  What  is  now  thewn  lor  the  labyrinth  is  a  winding  paffage  in  a  mountain  near  Gor- 
tyua,  diftant  from  Gnoffus.  Cedreuus  fee  ms  to  have  been  the  firfi  blunderer  upon  re- 
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i8th  Iliad,  does  mention  a  Axl^ccXog, 
who  formed  a  daijce  for  Ariadne; 
but,  as  he  ufes  the  fame  word,  a  few 
lines  after,  adjectively,  to  fignify 
artificially  made*,  he  might  mean 
by  the  former  no  mpre  than  what 
the  word  imports,  an  ingenious  ar- 
tijt.  Euftathius  interprets  Homer 
as  meaning  that  Dcedalus  only  in¬ 
vented  the  dance  itfelf,  and  not  that 
he  worked  it  in  either  wood,  Hone, 
or  metalf. 

The  Hatnes  of  Daedalus,  men¬ 
tioned  by  Paufanias,  were  all  of 
wood,  and  referable^,  as  we  may 
fuppofe,  the  Egyptian ;  for  Phi- 
loftratus  fays,  that  the  ftatue  of 
Memnon  was  formed  with  the  feet 
joined  together,  and  the  arms  rett¬ 
ing  on  the  feat,  after  the  manner  of 
cutting,  figures  in  the  age  of  Dtuda- 
lusf.  Such  was  probably  the  figure 
of  Minerva  in  Troy,  mentioned  in 
the  6th  Iliad,  which  feems  to  have 
been  in  a  fitting  pofture.  We  have 
no  remains  of  thefe  rude  ages  ;  but 
the  forms  of  the  Juno  of  Samos, 
carved  by  Smillis  of  JEgina,  laid  to 
be  contemporary  with  Daedalus, 
and xth at  of  the  Diana  of  Ephefus, 
by  the  hand  of  Endaeus,  or  Endyus, 
a  pupil  of  Daedalus,  are  preferved 
on  the  medals  of  their  refpective 
cities §.  Thefe  reprefentations  give 


*33 

a  very  unfavourable  idea  of  the 

Daedalean  age ;  yet  we  have  no 

reafon  to  doubt  their  authenticity, 

for  -the  artifts  of  poliflied  times 

would  never  have  difgraced  their 

coinage  with  fuch  uncouth  figures, 

had  they  not  been  exa£t  refem- 

blances  of  objects  made  venerable 

by  fuperfiition.  Some  more  of 

thefe  wooden  ftatues  are  defcribed 
*  .  . 

as  exiftmg  at  Thebes,  I.ebadea, 
Delos,  and  Crete,  to  the  reign  oft 
Hadrian.  They  were  nearly  de- 
firoyed  by  age  ;  and  yet  Paufanias, 
fired  by  religious  and  antiquarian 
enthufiafm,  could  find  in  them|j 
fomething  divine ;  but  what  it  was 
he  does  not  explain.  Some  other  of 
thefe  ftatues  were  plated  with  gold, 
and  their  faces  painted  red,  viz. 
two  of  Bacchus,  in  the  forum  of 
Corinth,  which  gives  us  but  ap 
indifferent  idea  of  the  tafte  of  that 
period.  The  Venus  of  Delos  had 
only  a  head  and  arms,  with  a  qua¬ 
drangular  balls  inftead  of  feet;  which 
thews  that  thefe  feulptors  had  im¬ 
proved  but  little  on  the  rude  ages  of 
Greece,  when  unhewn  ftones,  or  at 
belt  cut  into  a  quadrangular  form, 
were  the  only  emblems  of  their  di¬ 
vinities.  Yet  even  thefe  figures,  I 
think,  were  not  introduced  into  Eu¬ 
ropean  Greece  till  after  the  days  of 


cord  who  miftook  this  for  the  old  labyrinth.  See  his  Compend.  Ililt.  p.  100,  ad  imum,  ed, 
Bafil.  1566.  * 

*  Iliad,  xviii.  1.  592,  and  after,  1.  611. 

+  There  was  one  great  work  of  Daedalus,  or  at  leaft  afcvibed  to  him,  the  fepulchre  of 
jEpytus,  mentioned  by  Paufanias,  which  may  give  us  an  idea  of  that  period.  It , was 
a  heap  of  earth,  of  a  moderate  fize,  furrounded  by  a  ftone  wall.  "Arcad.  J.  viii.  p,  482, 
ed.  Xyland. 

f  Philoftratus  de  Vita  Apollonii,  1.  vi.  c.  4. 

§  The  Diana  of  Ephefus  is  too  well  known  to  be  defcribed.  The  Juno  of  Samos  may¬ 
be  found  on  many  medals.  See  particularly  one  of  Maximinus  in  Vaillantii  Seledl.  Nu- 
mifma  ex  Mufeo  Abbatis  de  Camps.  For  many  of  thefe  anecdotes  the  reader  is  referred 
to  Athenagorae  Legatio,  p.  66.  ed.  Ox.  1682. 

||  One  quotation  may  ferve  for  many.  K ca  'zrhva-tov  ^ouvov  yv[ji.vov  HgoiyJ.sovq, 
Asa^ocXov  3's  ccvjo  (fictcriv  elvea  rs^vr.v.  Aocl^xXog  oTCocrot,  o,  k,T07rf>re^ 

jjisv  rinv  eg  ryv  oj/i v,  e7Tt7rpe7F£i  ot  optig  rb  BN0EON  to uroig.  Paulan.  1.  ii. 
p.  92,  ed.  Xyland. 
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Homer.  The  name  of  Daedalus 
was,  we  know,  given  to  artifts  long 
after  the  Athenian  Daedalus  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  flounfhed.  Paufanias 
himfelf  mentions  one  of  Sicyon  of 
that  name,  which  he  feems  to  con¬ 
found  with  the  Daedalus  mentioned 
by  Homer  Dipcenus  and  Scyllis, 
according  to  Pliny,  were  the  found¬ 
ers  of  the  fchool  of  fculpture  in 
Sicyon,  and  were  the  hi  ft  who  were 
celebrated  for  carving  in  marble. 
They  flourhhed,  fays  the  fame  au¬ 
thor,  in  the  50th  Olympiad,  which 
is  very  probable :  for,  at  that  period, 
the  ftates  of  Greece  were  beginning 
to  cultivate  their  talents,  and  to 
fettle  a  form  of  government.  Pau¬ 
fanias,  by  a  ftrange  anachronifm  of 
above  400  years,  fays,  that  Dipoenus 
and  •  Scyllis  were  the  Ions  of  that 
very  Daedalus  who  lived  lo  long  in 
Crete*.  Pliny  indeed  fays,  they 
were  Cretans  by  birth,  1  ut  that  they 
fettled  at  Sicyonf.  Is  it  not  then 
more  likely  that  they  were  inftructed 
long  after  by  Daedalus  Sicyonius , 
and  that  the  identity  of  names  was 
the  fource  of  the  error  ? 

flowever  celebrated  thefe  artifts 
were  for  marble  fculpture,  yet  the 
moft  noted  performances  from  their 
hands  were  cut  in  ebenus,  a  fort  of 
lignum  vitae,  with  nieces  of  ivory 
Interfperfed ;  a  practice  much  im¬ 
proved  afterwards  J,  Techeus  and 
Angelion  were  the  fcholars  of  Di- 
poenus;  they  carved  the  Apollo  at 
Delos,  and  Canon,  their  pupil, 
the  ftatue  of  Minerva  Silenias, 
in  the  citadel  of  Athens,  about  the 
63d  Olympiad.  The  other  memo¬ 
rable  pupils  of  this  fchool  were 
Thoedes  and  Doriclydas,  both  La- 

*  Panfan.  J.  ii.  p.  lfl. 

t  Paiftan.  1. 11.  p.  125. 

{J  Piin.  1.  xxxvi,  c.  5,  p.  724. 


cedemonians,  whofe  works  were  to 
be  feen,  a&  Paufanias  informs  us,  in 
his  time,  ai  Elis  §. 

The  fchool  of  Chios,  formed,  by 
Malas  about  the  fame  time  with 
that  of  Sicyon,  or  probably  before, 
■was  ftill  more  noted.  Bupalus  and 
Anthemius  if  carved  well  in  the 
60th  Olympiad;  l'ome  of  whofe 
works  had  a  place  in  the  palace  of 
Auguftus  Caefar.  Yet  even  in  this 
period  we  are  uncertain  whether  the 
Greeks  knew  the  art  of  calling  fta¬ 
tue  s  in  metal.  The  oldeft  brafs 
ftatue  known  in  Greece  was  one  of 
Jupiter,  in  the  Chalcioecos  of  Laco- 
niaff,  in  which  the  limbs  had  been 
feparately  formed,  and  then  nailed 
together;  yet  this  imperfect  eftay 
was  afcribed  to  Learchus,  a  fcholar 
of  Dipoenus,  who  muft  have  lived 
about  the  53d  or  54th  Olympiad, 
So  fittle  was  this  art  known  in  the 
fchool  of  Sicyon,  when  it  was  cele¬ 
brated  for  marble-fculpture.  About 
the  63d  Olympiad,  we  find  the 
names  of  Rhoecus  and  Theodorus, 
both  of  Samos,  the  fame  who  built 
the  temple  of  Juno  in  the  reign  of 
Polycrates,  and  praftiied  the  art  of 
catling  llatues  with  fuccefs. 

Hence,  I  think,  the  fchools  of 
Sicyon  and  Chios  divide  this  period 
into  two  parts.  The  Dasdalean,  of 
barbarous  age,  ceafes  in  the  50th 
Olympiad;  the  middle  age,  which 
gave  better  forms  to  the  human 
figure,  but  not  the  laft  polilh,  nor 
an  exa6t  reprefentation  of  the  mi¬ 
nuter  parts,  may  be  extended  to  the 
83d  Olympiad;  when  the  great  ge¬ 
nius  of  Phidias  broke  out  at  once  in 
full  lullre  in  the  Jupiter  at  Olympia', 
and  the  Minerva  at  Athens.  Pau- 

x  »  k  »  1  .  ,  ;  .  1,.  i  |  •  -  ■ 

t  Piin.  1.  xxxvi.  c.  4,  p.  724, 

§  Paufan.  J.  v.  p.  319. 

*1  Ibid.  1.  iii.  p.  194. 

fanias 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


fanias  has  defcribed  the  former  of 
thefe  with  great  accuracy ;  and 
Livy  the  hiftorian,  with  a  fublimity 
of  expreffion  almoft  equal  to  the 
ideas  of  the  artilt,  points  out,  in  a 
few  words,  its  effeft  on  the  beholder. 
“  Paulus  yEmilius,  fays  that  inva- 
“  luable  writer,  travelling  through 
“  Greece,  entered  the  temple  to 
“  furvey  the  colloffal  i'tatue;  when, 
“  Jovem  velut  pnufentem,  intuens, 
“  motus  animo  eft*/'  It  is  gene¬ 
rally  known  that  this  figure  was 
compofed  of  ivory,  and  ornamented 
with  gold,  a  practice  of  great  anti¬ 
quity  in  the  Eaft;  but  few  conhder 
the  difficulty  of  executing  a  grand 
idea  with  fo  minute  materials  f.  If 
any  other  graces  were  ftill  wanting 
in  fculpture,  the  fkill  of  Praxiteles 
and  Lyfippus  gave  thofe  finiffied 
touches  which  produced  fublimity 
in  fmall  figures  without  diminilhing 
their  elegance.  Such  was  fculpture 
in  the  days  of  Alexander.  Some 
fpecimens  of  this  sera  are  moft  pro¬ 
bably  even  now  to  be  feen  at  Home 
and  Florence,  vis.  the  Medicean 
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Venus,  the  Hercules  Farnefe,  and 
the  Bel  vide  rian  Apollo.  The  great 
genius  of  Michael  Angelo  was  un¬ 
equal  to  the  imitation  of  thefe  fi¬ 
gures;  and  fhould  we  conceive  them, 
to  be  the  produ&ion  of  a  later  age, 
as  that  of  Auguftus,  or  even  later, 
as  that  of  the  Antonines,  it  will 
only  raile  our  ideas  of  the  age  of 
Alexander,  to  find  that  the  beft  ar- 
tift  of  modern  times  was  inferior  to 
thofe  fculptors  who,  by  the  general 
confent  of  antiquity,  were  themlelves 
below  the  merits  of  a  Phidias  or 
Praxiteles. 


Comp  ar  if  on  o/’Ariofto  and  Taflo, from 
a  Letter  of  Metaftafio, 

[fr  om  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  the  Abate  Metaftafio. 
Bu  Charles  Burney,  Muf  D. 
F.R.  $.] 

YOUR  fecond  requefl,  that  I 
would  pronounce  between  the  merit 
of  Ariofto  and  Taffio,  is  too  difficult 

a  talk 


*  Liv.  I.  xlv,  c.  28. 

t  The  reader  may  receive  a  flight  hint  on  this  fubjeft  from  Paufanias,  m  his  defcrip- 
tian  of  a  Jupiter  at  Megara.  The  head  was  of  ivory  and  gold  ;  the  body  of  fome  kind 
of  parget,  vjy^ov  T£  ytkj/oy.  This  deficiency  was  occafioned  by  the  poverty  of  the 
Megarenflans,  having  been  greatly  diftrefled  by  their  wars  at  Athens  ;  for  the  inhabitants, 
in,  order  to  prove  their  intention  of  making  the  whole  figure  of  the  fame  ricli  materials 
with  the  head,  lhewed  Paufanias,  in  the  apartment  behind  the  temple,  the  half- worked 

timbers,  f  vXu  riiAtegyct,  which  Theocofmus,  a  native,  was  to  have  covered  with  ivory  and 
gold.  Hence  we  may  conclude  the  model  was  of  wood,  and  the.  ivory  little  more  than 
fmeering.  From  the  natural  elafticity  of  ivory,  thefe  figures  were  affe£led  bv  the  varia¬ 
tion  of  the  weather;  and  fome  precautions  were  therefore  always  employed  to  preferve 
them.  The  Jupiter  at  Olympia  was  fprinkled  with  oil;  the  Minerva  at  Athens  with 
water ;  and  the  YEfculapius  at  Epidaurus  had  a  well  under  the  throne,  to  keep  up  a 
proper  degree  of  moifture.  Paufau.  1.  v.  p.  308. 

The  Pelleneans  preferved  a  fine  figure  of  Minerva,  carved  by  Phidias,  by  a  rill  of 

water  underneath,  to  give  a  eonltant  lupply  of  moift  air  ;  for,  lays  our  author,  vonov  tw 
ihetpccvlt  Ivnl^tov.  The  difficulty  of  execution,  with  the  attention  necefiary  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  ivory  figures,  put  a  ltcp  to  the  prog  refs  of  this  art.  I  fliall  paly  cite  one 
farther  inltance  of  the  Phidian  lkill,  mentioned  by  Tzetzes  in  his  Chiliads  ;  but  I  wiffi  I 
had  an  older  authority.  It  is  this.  In  a  eonteft  with  Alcamenes,  his  pupil,  to  form  an 
jma^e  of  Minerva,  which  was  to  be  placed  far  above  the  eye,  he  contrived,  by  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  optics,  to  make  it  appear  beautiful  when  in  its  place,  though  extremely  deformed 
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a  taflc  for  tile  limits  of  my  faculties,  rarv  conflicts,  flill  remains  unde- 
You  know.  Sir,  with  what  tumults  cided  ?  However,  if  it  is  not  allowed 
the  Parnaflus  of  Italy  was  agitated,  me  in  fucli  ftrifes  to  lit  pro  tribunal i, 
when  Godfrey  firft  attempted  to  i  may,  at  leaft,  be  permitted  to 
dilpute  the  primacy  with  Orlando,  relate,  hiitoriqailyj  the «e  fleets  which 
of  which  he  had  juflly  been  io  long  I  rnyfell  have  experienced  in  read- 
in  poffeffion.  \  ou  know  alio  how  ing  theie  great  poets.  When  I  firft 
the  prels  groaned  with  the  ufelefs  began  the  ftudy  of  literature,  I  found 
labours  of  your  Pellegrinis,  Rotfis,  tie  world  divided  into  parties.  That 
Salvia tis,  and  a  hundred  other  illuArious  Lycceum,  into  which  I 
champions  on  both  fldes.  \  ou  had  the.  good  fortune  to  be  received, 
like  wile  know  that  the  pacific  Ora-  followed  that  of  the  Homer  of  Fer- 
210  Anofio,  the  delcendant  pf  Lodo-  rara,  and  with  that  excels  of  fervor 
vico,  vainly  endeavoured  to  recon-  which  ufually  accompanies  fucli 
cile  the  combatants,  telling  them  contents.-  In  order  to  fecond  my 
that  tiiC  poems  oi  theie  two  divine  poetical  inclination,  my  mailer  re¬ 
bards  were  of  a  ipecies  fo  different,  commended  to  me  the  perufal  and 
that  they  aomitted  of  no  parallel;  imitation  of,  Ariofto;  judging  his 
that  i  orquato  had  determined  never  free  and  natural  ftile  to  be  more 
to  lay  down  the  ti  limpet,  and  had  likely  to  feed  and  fertilize  genius 
in  a  marvellous  manner,  adhered  to  than  the  fervile  regularity  (as  they 
his  relblution;  that  Ludovicos  de-  called  it)  of  h'is  rival.  I  was  per- 
iign  was  to  delight  his  readers  with  fuaded  by  authority ;  and  the  in- 
a  variety  of  ftyle,  mixing  in  ,a  plea-  finite  merit  of  the  writer  occupied, 
fant  manner,  with  the  heroic,  the  me  afterwards  io  Inch  a  degree, 
jocofe,  and  the  feflive,  and  had  that  not  fatisfied'  with  leveral  pe- 
wojiderfully  fucceeded.  lhat  the  riifals,  I  was  induced  to  learn  a 
flifl  had  demonftrated  the  magic  great  part  of  Orlando  by  heart; 
power  of  art,  the  other  the  felicity  and  woe  to  the  bold  man  who  dared 
of  unieltrained  nature;  that  both  adept,  that  Ariofto  could  have  a 
had  juflly  acquired  the  applaufe  rival,  or  that  he  was  not  wholly 
and  admiration  of  the  public;  and  immaculate!  I  met  with  friends, 
that  both  had  arrived  at  t lie  fummit  however,  who,  in  order  to  deduce 
of  poetical  glory,  but  by  different  me,  recited  from  time  to  time  home 
roads,  and  without  intentional  ri-  of  the  fined  pafl’ages  of  the  Jerufa- 
yalry.  \  ou  cannot,  in  fiiort,  be  lem  Delivered  ;  and  1  found  myfelf 
ignorant  of  the  more  brilliant  than  extremely  affected  and  delighted  by 
iohd  diftinction  :  that  Taffb  is  the  them;  but  faithful  to  my  feet,  I  de- 
befl  poet,  but  Ariofto  the  greateft.  tefted  this  complacence,  and  regarded 
Now,  knowing  all  this,  how  can  it  as  one  of  thofe  finful  inclinations 
you  imagine,  that  I  fliould  venture  to  which  corrupt  human  nature  is 
to  anogate  to  myleli  lufficient  an-  prone,  and  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
thority  to  refolve  this  queflion,  correct ;  and  in  this  opinion,  I  paffed 
which,  after  io  many  obftiriate  lite-  all  thofe  years  in  which  our  judgment 

when  on  the  fame  level  with  the  eye.  This  example,  if  true,  fhews  Phidias  to  have  been 
tupciiot  to  is  contemporaries,  or  any  who  followed  him.  Thofe  who  have  not  Tzetzes, 
may  confuit  Junius  de  Pitt,  Vet.  p.  147,  148, 

is 
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is  the  mere  imitation  of  others. 
At  length,  arrived  at  that  period  in 
which  we  begin  to  combine  our 
own  ideas,  and  weighing  them  in 
the  Scales  of  juitice,  yet  more  from 
fatiety  and  a  defire  of  change,  than 
hopes  of  pleafure  and  profit,  i  read 
Jerufalem  Delivered.  It  is  uowim- 
poilible  fot  me  to  defcribe  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  revolution  which  this 
peril  fa!  occalioued  in  my  mind.  The 
Spectacle,  winch  1  law  as  in  a  pic¬ 
ture,  preienting  at  one  view 'a  great 
and  lingle  adtion,  clearly  propoled, 
conducted  in  a  malterly  manner, 
and  perfectly  completed ;  the  va¬ 
riety  of  events  which  broduced  and 
enriched  it,  without  confufion ;  the 
magic  of  a  ltyle,  that  is  always 
clear,  fublime,  and  fonorous ;  al¬ 
ways  ennobling  the  molt  common 
and  humble  objects;-  the  vigour  of 
the  colouring  with  which  the  au¬ 
thor  compares  and  defcribes ;  the 
deducing  evidence  with  which  he 
narrates,  and  perfuades ;  the  truth 
and  confluence  of  the  characters, 
the  connexion  of  ideas,  the  learning, 
judgment,  and  above  all  things,  the 
wonderful  force  of  genius,  which 
inltead  of  being  exhaufted,  as  gene¬ 
rally  happens  in  labours  of  long 
continuance,  is  marvelloufly  en~ 
crealed  to  the  laft  verfe  of  the 
poem;  all  thele  circumfrances  filled 
me  with  a  new  delight,  a  refpectful 
admiration,  a  lively  remorfe  for  my 
obftinate  injuftice,  and  an  impla¬ 
cable  anger  againft  thofe  who  ima¬ 
gined  Arioito  to  be  injured,  merely 
by  comparing  him  with  Talfo.  Not 
but  that  I  (till  fee  in  him  feme  flight 
m  «rks  of  human  imperfection.  But 
who  can  be  faid  to  be  exempt  from 
them?  Can  his  great  predeceflor ? 
Jf  Tafio  Sometimes  difpleafes  by  too 


much  labour  and  ftudy,  Ariufto  as 
frequently  offends  by  too  little.  If 
you  would  expunge  from  the  one 
a  few  mean  conceits,  below  the 
dignity  of  his  own  mind,  you  would 
as  readily  part  with  incidents  in 
the  other  that  are  too  profligate 
and  indecent  for  the  public  eye; 
and  if  we  fliouid  wilh  for  lefs  rhe¬ 
toric  in  Godfrey,  the  amorous  ten- 
dernels  of  Orlando,  would  give  us 
much  more  pleafure  if  it  were  more 
natural.  Verum  opere  in  longo  fas 
eft  obrepere  fomnum :  and  it  would 
be  a.m  Jignant  and  pedantic  vanity 
to  point  out  with  feverity  the  little 
fpots  in  two  l'uch  bright  luminaries, 
quos  aut  incuria  fadit,  aut  humana 
pa  rum  c'avit  natura.  All  this,  you 
will  fay,  does  not  anfwer  your 
queftion.  You  wilh  to  know  ex¬ 
actly,  and  clearly,  to  which  of  the 
two  you  ihould  aflign  the  pre¬ 
eminence  ;  I  have  already,  my 
dear  fir,  refpedtfully  declared  my 
utter  repugnance  to  fuch  a  daring 
decifion;  and  in  mere  obedience, 
have  dilclofed  to  you,  with  the 
utmoft  linceritv,  in  my  own  way, 
the  emotions  which  each  of  thele 
divine  poets  has  occasioned  in  my 
mind.  If  all  this  does  not  fuffice, 
take  the  following  refult  of  a  late 
examination  of  myfelf  upon  the 
fubjedt  If  our  good  father  Apollo, 
in  oflentation  ot  his  power,  were 
ever  capricioufly  to  refolve  on 
making  me  a  great  poet,  and  com¬ 
manded  me  openly  to  confels,  which 
of  the  two  bards  I  molt  wiflied  to 
referable,  I  Ihould  certainly  helitate 
in  the  choice ;  yet  perhaps  my  na¬ 
tive  love  of  order,  exactitude,  and 
fyitem,  would  at  length  incline  me 
to  Tafio. 


On 
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\  Oil  Reading. 

[From  Miscellanies,  or  Literary  Re¬ 
creations.  By  J.  D’lfraeli.] 

THE  numerous  readers  of  take, 
who  only  prefer  a  book  to  the  odd 
trick  at  whift,  have,  therefore,  no 
reafon  to  murmur,  if  that  which  is 
only  taken  up  as  an  amufement, 
fhould  terminate  like  all  anmfe- 
inents,  in  temporary  pleafure.  To 
be  wifer  and  better,  is  rarely  the 
intention  of  the  gay  and  the  frivo¬ 
lous  ;  the  complaints  of  the  gay 
and  the  frivolous,  are  nothing  but 
a  new  manner  of  difplaying  gaiety 
and  frivolity  ;  they  are  lamentations 
full  of  mirth. 

There  are  fecrets  in  the  art  of 
reading,  which  tend  to  facilitate  its 
purpofes,  by  alliking  the  memory 
and  augmenting  intellectual  opu¬ 
lence.  Some  our  own  ingenuity 
muft  form,  and  perhaps  every  Un¬ 
dent  has  an  artificial  manner  of 
reeolleCtion,  and  a  peculiar  arrange¬ 
ment;  as,  in  lhort  hand,  almolt 
every  writer  has  a  fyflem  of  his 
own.  There  are,  however,  feme 
regulations  which  appear  of  general 
utility,  and  the  few  my  own  obfer- 
vations  have  produced,  I  (hall  ven¬ 
ture  to  communicate. 

It  is  an  obfervation  of  the  elder 
Pliny,  [who,  having  been  a  vo¬ 
luminous  compiler,  mutt  have  had 
great  experience  in  the  art  of  read¬ 
ing]  that  there  was  no  book  fo 
bad,  but  which  contained  fome- 
thing  good.  It  is  necelfary,  how¬ 
ever,  to  obferve,  that  juft  and  Ob¬ 
vious  as  this  reading  axiom  may 
appear,  it  requires  a  commentary 
to  be  underftood.  To  read  every 
book  would  be  fatal  to  the  interest 
of  moll  readers ;  they  who  only  feek 
in  ftudy  for  mere  pleafure,  would  be 


continually  difappointed;  for  the. 
obfervation  is  only  adapted  to  that 
phlegmatic  pkrfeverance,  which 
leems  to  find  pleafure  in  mere 
ftudy.  He  who  only  leeks  for  in¬ 
formation,  muft  be  contented  to 
pick  it  up  in  obfeure  paths,  ,  to 
mount  rugged  rocks  for  a  few 
flowers,  and  to  pais  many  days 
bewildered  in  dark  for  efts,  and 
wild  delerts.  The  reader  of  eru¬ 
dition  may  therefore  read  every 
book.  But  he  who  only  defires  to 
gratify  a  more  delicate  fenl'ation, 
who  would  only  fill  his  heart  with 
delicious  fentiment,  and  his  fancy 
with  bright  imagery,  in  a  word,, 
the  reader  of  talle  muft  be  contented 
to  range  in  more  contracted  limits, 
and  to  reltriCt  himfelf  to  the  paths 
of  cultured  pleafure  grounds.  With¬ 
out  this  diflinCtion  in  reading, 
ftudy  becomes  a  labour  painful  and 
interminable  ;  and  hence  readers 
of  take  complain  that  there  is  no 
term  to  reading,  and  readers  of 
erudition  that  books  contain  nothing 
but  phrafes.  When  the  former 
confine  themlelves  to  works  of 
take,  their  complaints  ceafe :  and, 
when  the  latter  keep  to  books  of 
fadts,  they  fix  on  the  proper  alimenc 
for  their  infatiable  curiofity. 

Nor  is  it  always  necelfary,  ip 
purluit  of  learning,  to  read  every 
book  entire.  Perhaps  this  talk 
has  now  become  an  impokibility, 
notwithstanding  thofe  otientatious 
erudits,  who  by  their  infinite  and 
exa<ft  quotations,  appear  to  have 
read  and  digefted  every  thing; 
readers,  artlefs  and  honeft,  have 
conceived  from  fuch  writers,  an 
illufive  idea  of  the  power  and  exten- 
livenefs  of  the  human  faculites. 
Of  many  books  it  is  fylke ient  to 
feize  the  plan,  and  to  examine 
feme  of  its  portions.  The  quackery 
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<Z>f  the  learned  has  been  often 
expofed ;  and  the  art  of  quoting 
fifty  books  in  a  morning;,  is  a  talk 
neither  difficult  nor  tedious.  There 
is  a  little  fupplement  placed  at 
the  dole  of  every  volume,  of  which 
few  readers  conceive  the  utility ; 

•  but  fome  of  the  moll  eminent 
writers  in  Europe,  have  been  great 
adepts  in  the  art  of  index  reading. 
An  index  reader  is,  indeed,  more 
let  into  the  ieerets  of  an  author, 
than  the  other  w  o  attends  him 
with  all  the  tedious  forms  .of 
ceremony,  as  thole  courtiers,  who 
pay  their  public  devoirs  at  court, 
are  lefs  familiar  with  the  minilter, 
than  the  few  who  merely  enter 
the  chamber  of  audience,  and  who 
generally  fteal  up  the  back  Hairs, 
find  hold  their  fecret  communica¬ 
tions  with  the  minider  himfelf.  1, 
for  my  part,  venerate  the  inventor 
of  indexes ;  and  1  know  not  to 
whom  to  yield  the  preference,  either 
to  Hippocrates,  who  was  the  firft 
great  anatomifer  of  the  human 
body,  or  to  that  unknown  labourer 
in  literature  who  firlt  laid  open  the 
nerves  and  arteries  of  a  book. 

It  may  be  unneceffiary  alfo  to 
read  all  the  works  of  an  author, 
but  only  to  attach  ourfelves  to  thofe 
which  have  received  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  poderity.  By  this  lcherne 
we  become  acquainted  with  the 
fined  corppofitions,  in  half  the 
time  thofe  employ,  who,  attempting 
to  read  every  thing,  are  often  little 
acquainted  with,  and  even  ignorant 
of  the  moft  interefting  perform¬ 
ances.  Thus  of  Machiavel,  it  may 
be  fufficient  to  read  his  Prince, 
and  his  hitlory  of  Florence ;  of 
Milton,  nearly  all  his  poetry,  little 
of  his  profe,  and  nothing  of  his 
inllory;  of  Fielding’s  twelve  volumes, 
fix  may  be  fufficient,  and  of  Voltaire’s 
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ninety,  perhaps  thirty  may  fatisfy. 
Of  Lord  Chefterfield’s  Letter's,  the 
third  volume  is  the  effential  one, 
and  concentrates  the  whole  lvftem. 
A  reader  is  too  often  a  prifoner 
attached  to  the  triumphal  car  of 
an.  author  of  great  celebrity,  and 
when  he  ventures  not  to  judge  fgr 
himfelf,  conceives,  while  he  is 
reading  the  indifferent  works  of 
great  authors,  that  the  languor 
which  he  experiences,  arifes  from 
his  own  defective  tafle.  But  the 
bed  writers,  when  they  are  volu¬ 
minous,  have  a  great  deal  of  medi¬ 
ocrity  ;  for  whenever  an  author 
attains  to  a  facility  in  competition, 
the  fuccefs  of  his  preceding  labours 
not  only  dimulates  him  to  new  per¬ 
formances,  but  prejudices  the  public 
in  their  favour ;  and  it  is  often  no 
ffiort  period  before  the  public,  or 
the  author,  are  fenfible  of  the 
mediocrity  of  the  performances. 

On  the  other  fide,  readers  mud 
not  imagine  that  all  the  plealures 
of  compohtion  depend  on  the  author, 
for  there  is  iomething  which  a 
reader  himfelf  mud  bring  to  the 
book,  that  the  book  may  pleafe. 
There  is  a  literary  appetite  which 
the  author  can  no  more  impart,  than 
the  mod  flrilful  cook  can  give  an 
appetency  to  the  guefts.  When 
Cardinal  Richelieu  laid  to  Godeau, 
that  he  did  not  underdand  his 
verfes,  the  honed  poet  replied,  that 
it  was  not  his  fault.  It  would 
indeed  be  very  unreafonable,  when 
a  painter  exhibits  his  pictures  in 
public,  to  expert  that  he  ffiould 
provide  fpedtaeles  for  the  ufe  of  the 
fhort-fighted.  Every  man  mud 
come  prepared  as  well  as  he  can. 
Simonides  confeded  himfelf  incapa¬ 
ble  of  deceiving  dupid  perfons ; 
and  Balzac  remarked  of  the  girls 
of  his  village,  that  they  were  too 
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Silly  to  be  deceived  by  a  •  man  of 
■wit-  Dulnefs  is  impenetrable,  and 
there  are  hoars  when  the  livelielt 
tufte  lofes  its  ierifibility.  The 
temporary  tone  of  the  mind  may 
l>e  unfavourable  to  tafte  a  work 
properly,  and  we  have  had  many 
erroneous  criticifrns  from  great  men, 
which  may  often  be  attributed  to 
this  circumftance.  The  mind  com¬ 
municates  its  infirm  difpoiitions  to 
the  book,  and  an  author  has  not 
•only  his  own  defects  to  account  for, 
but  alfo  thofe  of  his  reader.  There 
is  fomething  in  compofition,  like 
the  game  of  ihuttleeock,  where, 
if  the  reader  does  not  quickly 
rebound  the  feathered  cork,  to  the 
author,  the  game  is  deftroyed,  and 
the  whole  fpirit  of  the  work  falls 
extinH. 


On  the  Prog  refs  of  Trade,  and  on 
the  manners  of  Traders  in  Man- 
'  chefter. 

[ From  a  Defcription  of  the  Country 
from  thirty  to  forty  miles  round 
iUane better.  By  J.  Aikin,  M.D.] 

THE  trade  of  Manchefter  may 
be  divided  into  four  periods.  The 
firl't  is  that,  when  the  manu¬ 
facturers  worked  hard  merely  for  a 
livelihood,  without  having  accumu¬ 
lated  any  capital.  The  fec.ond  is 
that  when  they  had  begun  to 
acquire  little  fortunes,  but  worked 
as  hard,  and  lived  in  as  plain  a 
manner  as  before,  increaiing  their 
b  rumes  as  well  by  economy  as  by 
moderate  gains.  The  third  is  that 
when  luxury  began  lo  appear,  and 
trade  was  pufhed  by  lending  out 
riders  for  orders  to  every  market- 
town  in  the  kingdom.  The  fourth 
is  the  period  in  which  expenfe  and 


luxury  had  made  a  great  progrefs, 
and  was  fupported  by  a  'trade  ex¬ 
tended  by  means  of  riders  and 
•  factors  through  every  part  of 
Europe. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  afeertain  when 
the  fecond  of  thefe  periods  com¬ 
menced  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  few 
or  no  capitals  of  £.  3000  or  4000. 
acquired  by  trade,  exifted  here 
before  1690.  However,  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  lalt  century 
and  the  beginning  of  the  prelent, 
the  traders  had  certainly  got  money 
beforehand,  and  began  to  build 
modern  brick  houfes,  in  place  of 
thole  of  brick  and  plalter.  For  the 
firfj  thirty  years  of  the  prefent 
century,  the  old  eftabliihed  houfes 
confined  their  trafie  to  the  whole- 
fale  dealers  in  London,  Briftol, 
Norwich,  Newcaftle,  and  thofe  who 
frequented  Chefter  fair.  The  profits 
were  thus  divided  between  the 

manufacturer,  the  w hole! ale  and 

.  *  _  » 

the  retail  dealer.  Thofe  of"  the 
manufacturer  were  probably  (though 
this  is  contrary  to  the  received 
opinion)  lefs  per  cent,  upon  the 
bufinefs  they  did,  than  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  times.  The  improvement  of 
their  fortunes  was  chiefiy  owing  to 
their  economy  in  living,  the  ex¬ 
penfe  of  which  was  much  below 
the  intereft  of  the  capita,!  employed. 
Apprentices  at  that  time  were  now 
and  then  taken  from  families  who 
could  pay  a  moderate  fee.  By  an 
indenture  dated  1695  the  fee  paid 
appears  to  have  been  fixty  pounds, 
the  young  man  ferving  leven  years. 
But  all  apprentices  were  obliged  to 
undergo  a  vaft  deal  of  laborious 
work,  fuch  as  turning  warping- 
mills,  carrying  goods  on  their 
Ihoulders  through  the  ftreet,  and 
the  like.  An  eminent  manufac¬ 
turer  in  that  age  ui'ed  to  be  in  his 

ware- 
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ifrarehoufe  before  fix  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  accompanied  by  his  children 
and  apprentices.  At  feven  they 
all  came  in  to  break  fa  ft,  which 
fconfifted  of  one  large  dfth  of  water- 
pottage,  made  of  oatmeal,  ^vater, 
and  a  little  fait,  boded  thick,  and 
poured  into  a  difh.  At  the  fide 
was  aspftn  or  hdfon  of  milk,  and 
the  matter  and  apprentices,  each 
with  a  wooden  fpoon  in  his  hand, 
without  lofs  of  time,  dipped  into 
the  fame  difh,  and  thence  into 
the  milk-pan ;  and  as  loon  as  it 
was  Unfilled  they  all  returned  to 
their  work.  In  George  the  Fir  ft's 
reign,  many  country  gentlemen, 
began  to  fend  their  fons  appren¬ 
tices  to  the  Manchefter  manufac¬ 
turers;  but  though  thedittle  country 
gentry  did  not  then  live  in  the 
luxurious  manner  they  have  done 
fince,  the  young  men  found  it  fo. 
"'different  from  home,  that  they 
could  not  brook  this  treatment,  and 
either  got  away  before  their  time, 
or,  if  they  Itaid  till  the  expiration 
of  their  indentures,  they  then  for 
the  mo  ft  part,  entered  into  the 
army,  or  went  to  lea.  The  little 
attention  paid  to  rendering  the 
evenings  of  apprentices  agreeable 
at  home,  where  they  were  eonfidered 
rather  as  fervants  than  pupils, 
drove  many  of  them  to  taverns, 
where  they  acquired  habits  of  drink¬ 
ing  that  frequently  proved  injurious 
in  after  life.  To  this  in  part  is 
tabe  attributed  the  bad  cultora  of 
gilling,  or  drinking  white  wane  as 
a  whet  before  dinner,  to  which  at 
one  period  a  number -of  young  men 
fell  a  facrifice. 

When  the  Manchefter  trade  began 
to  extend,  the  chapmen  uled  to 
keep  gangs  of  pack-horfes,  and 
accompany  them  to  the  principal 
towns  with  goods  in  packs,  which 


they  opened  and  fold  to  (hop-keep¬ 
ers,  lodging  what  was  unfold  in 
fmall  ftores  at  the  inns.  The  pack- 
horfes  brought  back  Cheep's  wool, 
which  was  bought  on  the  journey, 
and  fold  to  the  matters  of  worfted 
yarn  at  Manchefter,  or  to  the 
clothiers  of  Rochdale,  Saddleworth, 
and  the  weft  riding  of  Yorkshire. 
On  the  improvement  of  turnpike 
roads,  waggons  were  fet  up,  and 
the  pack-horles  difcontinued ;  and 
the  chapmen  only  rode  out  for 
orders,  carrying  with  them  patterns 
in  their- bags.  It  was  during  the 
forty  years  from  3730  to  3770  that 
trade  was  greatly  pnftied  by  the 
pra&ice.  of  fending  thole  riders  all 
over  the  kingdom,  to  thofe  towns 
which  before  had  been  fupplied 
from  the  wholefale  dealers  in  the 
capital  places  before-mentioned. 
As  this  was  attended  not  only  with 
more  trouble,  but  with  much  more 
rifle,  feme  of  the  old  traders  with¬ 
drew  from  bufmefs,  or  confined 
themfelves  to  as  much  as  they  could 
on  the  old  footing,  which,  by  the 
competition  of  young  adventurers, 
djminifhed  yearly.  In  this  period 
ftrangers  flocked  in  from  various 
quarters,  which  introduced  a  greater 
proportion  of  young  men  of  feme* 
fortune,  into  the  town,  with  a  con- 
fequent  increafe  of  luxury  and 
gaiety.  The  fees  of  apprentices 
becoming  an  object  of  profit,  a  dif¬ 
ferent  manner  of  treating  them, 
began  to  prevail.  Somewhat  before 
1760,  a  confiderable  manufa&urer 
allotted  a  back  parlour  with  a  fire 
for  the  ufe  of  his  apprentices,  and 
gave  them  tea.  twice  a  day.  IT i s 
fees  in  confequence  rofe  higher  than 
had  before  been  known,  from  250!. 
to  300I. ;  and  he  had  three  or  four 
apprentices  at  a  time.  The  higheft 
fee  known  as  late  as  1769,  wa$ 

500I, 
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500/.  Within  the  laft  twenty  or 
thirty  years,  the  v aft  increale  of 
foreign  trade  has  carded  many  of  the 
JVIanchefter  manufacturers  to  tra¬ 
vel  abroad,  and  agents  or  partners 
to  be  fixed  for  a  confiderable  time 
on  the  Continent,  as  well  as  foreign¬ 
ers  to  relide  at  Manchefter.  And 
the  town  has  now  in  every  refpect 
affumed  the  fly le  and  manners  of 
one  of  the  commercial  capitals  of 
Europe. 

Some  other  anecdotes  of  the 
manners  of  the  place  in  the  laft  age 
may  prove  amufing  from  companion, 
however  trivial  in  their  own  nature. 
.About  the  year  1690  there  was  a 
great  quarrel  between  the  mailer 
and  icholars  of  the  grammar  fchool. 
The  boys  locked  themfelves  in  the 
fchool,  and  were  fupplied  by  the 
town’s  people  with  victuals  and  beds, 
which  were  put  in  at  the  windows. 
They  even  got  fire-arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  which  they  employed  in  firing 
at  the  legs  of  perfons  who  attempted 
to  get  in.  T  his  petty  rebellion  con¬ 
tinued  a  fortnight,  fomewhat  to  the 
difgrace  of  thole  who  ought  to  have 
exerted  abetter  difeipline. 

In  1693,  a  manufacturer  being  in 
London,  learned  that  one  of  his 
cultomers,  a  mercer  in  Manchefter, 
was  bound  111  a  large  fum  for  a  Lon¬ 
doner,  who  was  expelled  to  break  : 
he  thereupon  prudently  wrote  to  his 
wife  to  go  and  dun  the  mercer,  add¬ 
ing,  “  If  thou  canft  not  get  money, 
take  goods — thou  may  eft  buy  tby- 
“  felf  a  lilk  manteau  and  petticoat.” 
For  a  fenfible  and  frugal  man,  who 
let  out  with  very  little  capital,  to 
fend  fuch  an  order  to  his  wife,  proves 
that  thofe  articles  of  finery  were  not 
at  that  time  very  uncommon. 

In  a  manufacturer's  private  ex- 
penfe  book,  under  the  date  1700, 
are  different  fums  paid  for  two  of 


his  daughters  who  were  at  London 
in  the  houle  of  a  perlon  who  ma¬ 
naged  a  warehoufe  for  him.  Among 
the  reft  is  paid  for  a  fpinnet,  5/.34.0 d. 
In  tlie  lame  book,  in  1701,  is  paid 
2(51.  1 8.y.  9.7.  for  a  journey  to  Scar¬ 
borough,  and  hire  of  a  coach  13/.  6.S. 
2d.  T  his  was  the  fed- bathing  p’ace 
ol  the  time,  for  the  journey  was  on 
account  of  a  child  five  years  old 
who  died  there;  and  at  her  funeral, 
though  fo  young,  there  was  paid  for 
gloves  2I.  5 s.  When  this  reputable 
perlon  went  to  London,  his  conftant 
annually  luxuries  were  Bruiilwick 
mum,  beer  and  tobacco.  In  the 
expenfes  for  1702,  there  is  a  charge^ 
for  the  firft  time,  of  ten  lhillings  for 
coffee  and  tea.  His  houfe  rent  wa!s 
forty  pounds  per  annum,  perhaps 
iucluding  his  warehoufe.  For  feveral 
years,  ten  (hillings  a  quarter  is  put 
down  for  chapel  wages,  or  his  fub- 
feription  to  the  diffentiug  meeting- 
houle.  In  1704  is  live  pounds  for 
an  afs;  an  enormous  price  for  the 
time  ;  from  which  it  is  probable  that 
feW  were  then  bred  near  Manchefter. 
For  the  fame  year  is  two  pounds  for 
lhillings  for  a  perriwig,  but  this  was 
preparatory  to  a  wedding,  and  dou¬ 
ble  the  price  of  thofe  charged  before. 
This  was  anexpenlive  piece  of  finery 
for  thofe  frugal  times. 

A  proof  of  the  early  hours  then 
kept,  appears  in  the  following  fait : 
In  1705  a  manu failure r  married  a 
phylician’s  daughter  who  had  been 
genteely  educated,  and  kept  a  good 
deal  of  company.  The  hour  of 
afternoon  vififng  was  then  two 
o’clock,  fo  that  lor  feme  years  after 
her  marriage,  ftie  had  always  finilhed 
her  vifit  loon  enough  to  go  to  the  old 
church  prayers  at  lour.  Thc-y  then 
dined  at  twelve;  sod  there  being, no 
fuch  thing  as  a  hair  drefter,  it  was 
eafy  to  be  ready  for  vhiting  at  two. 
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Defer iptjjo-ti  of  the  Battle  of 
Worcefter. 

\From  the  Hijlory  and  Antiquities 
of  the  City  and  Suburbs  of  Wor¬ 
cefter.  By  Valentine  Green.] 

AFTER  a  refpite  of  five  years 
only  from  the  horrors  of  civil  com¬ 
motion,  during  which  interval  the 
death,  or  rather  as  they  law  it,  the 
murder  of  Charles  the  hr  ft  had  taken 
place,  the  city  of  Worcefter,  for  the 
third  time  within  .the  fpace  of  nine 
years,  was  again  the  fcene  of  daugh¬ 
ter  of  kindred  fubjedts,  in  a  caufe 
now  arrived  at  its  laft  cribs,  and  to 
which  its  citizens,  who  had  been 
fubdued,  hut  not  conquered,  attached 
a  Roman  firmnefs  of  fupport. 

On  Friday  morning,  22d  of  Au- 
guft,  1651,  king  Charles  the  fecond, 
with  his  army  from  Stirling,  in 
Scotland,  commanded  under  him  by 
the  dukes  of  Hamilton  and  Buck¬ 
ingham,  the  earls  of  Lauderdale  and 
Middleton,  David  Lefley,  Montgo¬ 
mery,  Wilmot,.  Wentworth,  and 
other  leading  men  of  both  nations, 
arrived  at,  and  poffetfed  themfelves 
of  Worcefter,  after  a  flight  oppolition 
from  the  parliament  forces  who  were 
in  pofleftion  of  it.  The  common 
council  of  the  city  had  directed  the 
gates,  which  the  foldiery  had  fhut, 
to  be  thrown  open  to  the  king  on  his 
approach,  or  to  burn  them  down. 
The  order  was  obeyed. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  king  into 
Worcefter,  Thomas  Lyfons,  efq.  the 
then  mayor,. carried  the  fword  before 
his  majefty;  and  on  Saturday  the 
twenty-third  he  was  proclaimed 
with  great  folemnity  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  by  the 
mayor,  the  fherlft,  and  the  whole 
magiftracy  of  the  city.  On  the 
-fame  day  the  king  publiftied  hi? 


manifefto  or  declaration,  thereby 
inferring  his  wrongs,  and  withal 
exhorting  the  people  to  aftilt  in 
eftablifliing  him  in  his  rights  to  the 
throne  of  his  ancettors.  At  the  ren¬ 
dezvous  held  in  confequence  of  this 
general  fummons>  on  the  26th,  in 
Pitchcroft,  there  appeared  Francis 
lord  Talbot  (afterwards  earl  of 
Shrewfbury)  fir  John  Patrington,  fir 
Walter  Blount,  ftr  Ralph  Clare,  fir 
Rowland  Berkeley,  fir  John  Winford, 
and  lb  me  others,  with  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  about  two  thoufand  men, 
which,  added  to  the  king’s  army, 
amounted  to  about  12,000,  and  thole 
not  themoft  completely  equipped,  for 
a  field  of  battle.  The  earl  of  Derby, 
with-  one  thoufand  five  hundred  men, 
had  been  intercepted  and  defeated  at 
Wigan,  in  Lancafhire,  in  his  way  to 
join  the  king,  and  himfelf  wounded 
in  the  mouth.  He,  however,  effected 
his  eicape  to  Worcefter,  where  lie 
tendered  his  perlonal  fervice  to  the 
king,  which  was  accepted.. 

Cromwell,  who  had  fufpe&ed  the 
king  of  a  defign  of  getting  into  Eng¬ 
land  on  the  fir.ft  favorable  occafion, 
foon  prqiared  to  follow  him.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  began  his  march  from 
St.  J oh nfto tie's,  to  which  he  had 
laid  liege- on  the  third  of  Auguft,  and 
on  the  twenty-eighth  appeared  with 
an  army  of  17,000  man  on  lled-hil], 
a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  Worcefter,  a 
route  of  more  than  300  miles,  and 
fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Spetchley, 
at  the  houfe  of  judge  Berkeley. 
This  force,  added  to  thole  already 
arrived  under  the  generals  Fleet- 
wood,  Lambert,  and  Harrifon,  aug¬ 
mented  by  the  Suffolk  and  Effe  v 
forces  that  joined  them  on  the  31ft, 
under  fir  Thomas  Honiwood  and 
colonel  Cooke,  formed  an  army  of 
upwards  of  thirty  thoufand,  men. 
chiefly  cavalry. 

The. 
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The  day  of  the  lord-general’s 
arrival  was  marked  by  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoftilities.  The  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  royal  army  then  lay  very 
large  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the 
Severn,  reaching  nearly  as  far  as 
.Malvern  hills,  aiid  on  the  river  as 
how  as  Upton,  the  bridge  of  which 
was  broken,,  and  major  general 
Malfey,  with  a  detachment  ot  five 
hundred  horfe,  and  a  few  dragoons, 
was  polled  there  to  defend  the  pals 
of  the  Severn.  On  the  morning  of 
that  day,  major-general  Lambert, 
with  a  regiment  of  horfe  and  three 
troops  of  dragoons  from  Evelham, 
joined  by  forne  horfe  from  the  main 
army,  about  ten  o’clock,  arrived  at 
the  pafs,  not  lb  much  with  a  view 
of  attacking  as  of  reconnoitering  it; 
Perceiving,  however,  a  llenuer  guard 
upon  duty,  he  ordered  a  few  dragoons 
to  get  poffeffion  of  the  church,  the 
fituation  of  which  commanded  the 
pafs;  a  fervice  they  performed  with 
little  annoyance.  The  time  occupied 
before  M alley’s  troops  could  aflemble 
to  oppofe  them,  allowed  a  Itrong 
party  of  Lambert’s  horfe  to  crols 
the  river  about  pitlol  fhot  below  the 
bridge,  in  l'upport  of  the  detachment 
who  had  now  taken  polfeffion  of  the 
church;  but  not  before  M alley’s 
troops  had  begun  to  attack  them, 
by  ineffectually  firing  their  piftols, 
and  thru  fling  their  fwords  in  at  the 
windows;  whilft  the  parly  within, 
snore  fecure  and  deliberate  in  their 
defence,  returned  their  fire,  and 
killing  three  or  four  of  the  befiegers, 
with  eight  or  nine  of  their  horfes, 
threw  them  into  diforder,  which  now 
became  augmented  by  the  approach 
of  the  troops  that  had  made  good 
their  landing  in  aid  of  the  believed. 
The  confufion  they  were  thrown  into 
was  not  to  be  overcome ;  it  termi¬ 
nated  in  a  complete  route  oi  ihe 
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whole  detachment,  which  retreated 
into  Worcefter.  In  this  attack, 
major-general  M alley  was  danger- 
oufly  wounded  :  his  enemies,  how¬ 
ever,  have  done  juftice  to  his  perfonal 
bravery,  in  their  report  of  the  dif- 
lodgement  of  his  troops,  by  faying, 

“  indeed  Mai'hey  biought  up  their 
“  rear,  when  they  turned  about, 

very  hourly ;  at  lead:  forty  car- 
“  bines  were  (hot  at  him  within  half 
“  pifiol  Ihot,  and  he  was  for  certain. 

“  ihot  through  the  hand  and  through 
“  the  thigh.”  His  horfe  was  killed 
under  him.  , 

This  importahtatchievement  gave 
infinite  advantage  to  the  Oliverian 
troops  :  the  bridge  was  repaired,  and 
a  force  of  upwards  of  ten  tlioufand 
inen  immediately  potted  there  to 
prelerve  the  pais.  The  Loyal  army, 
upon  this  defeat,  thought  it  neceffary 
to  contract  their  quarters  on  that 
fide  of  the  Severn  to  within  two 
miles’  of  the  city,  which  was  now 
fiercely  bombarded  by  the  lord-  : 
general.  The  fort  royal  had  been 
repaired,  and,  in  turn,  filed  on  the 
enemv,  “  as  if  ” /according  to  their 
remark  u  they  feared  never  to  want  j 

porvder  or  bullets.” 

The  king  in  council  determined 
on  the  following  night^to  have  an 
abrupt  interview  with  his  foe.  To 
that  end  a  iylect  party  of  horfe  and 
foot  was  chofen  to  the  number  of 
one  thouLnd  five  hundred  moil,  part 
of  whom  were  directed  to  attack  a 
poff  about  two  miles  out  of  the  city, 
gu aided  by  about  two  hundred  muf-  ■ 
queteers  ;  and  the  other  to  make  an 
attack  (  a  the  enemv’s  camp  ;  but 
the  fcheme  was  fruftrated  by  trea-  .1 
cherv.  The  parliament’s  ai  my,  be- 
ing  apprized  of  their  defign,  defeated 
them  at  the  out-poff,  killing  eleven  j 
cf  tl  e  i r  men,  who  were  found  in  the 
morning  dead  upon  the  highway.  ; 

Of  ; 
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Of  the  other  party,  who  gallantly 
made  a  full  charge  upon  colonel 
Fairfax’s  regiment,  three  of  the 
privates  were  killed.  One,  who  had 
been  luppofed  by  the  enemy  to  have 
been  a  lieutenant-colonel  by  his 
drefs,  <f  coming  very  boldly  up,  and 
“  leaping  over  a  hedge,  rufhe'd  upon 
“  a  ftand  of  pikes,  and  fo  ”  as  his 
viftors  termed  it,  “  loft  his  life  in  a 
“  vapour.”  This  officer  proved  to  be 
major  Knox. 

Between  five  and  fix  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  third  of  September,  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  Fleetwood  had  orders 
to  advance  with  his  brigade,  toge- 
ther  with  the  troops  under  major- 
general  Deane,  and  the  colonels 
Ingoldfby,  Goff,  and  Gibbons,  from 
Upton  to  Powyck ;  a  bridge  was 
thrown  over  the  Teme,  and  another 
over  the  Severn  was  forming  near 
the  conflux  of  thefe  rivers,  to  open 
a  communication  for  the  army  on 
the  eaft  of  the  city  with  the  forces 
now  entering  upon  fervice  on  the 
weft  of  the  Severn.  This  eventful 
feene  had  been  anxiously  beheld  in 
Its  progrefs  from  the  top  of  the  ca¬ 
thedral  tower,  by  a  council  of  war 
convened  there  by  the  king ;  and  the 
|  firing"  which  had  begun  between 
Fleetwood’s  detachment  and-  thole 
of  the  king’s'  party  that  lined  the 
| ’hedges  between  Upton  and  Powick, 
was  clearly  difeerned.  It  was  on 
this  dilcovery  that  the  king  in  perfon 
fet  forward  to  give  orders  to  major- 
general  Robert  Montgomery,  who, 
with  colonel  George  Keyth,  had  the 
command  of  a  royal  brigade  of  horfe 
and  foot  at  Powyck  bridge,  to  main¬ 
tain  that  pafs  with  the  utmolt  of 
their  power,  and  to  detach  a  party 
to  oppofe  the  finifhing  of  the  bridge 
of  boats  over  the  Severn  ;  and,  after 
giving  thofe  directions,  his  majefty 
returned  to  the  city,  where  his  whole 
Vox..  XXAVIU. 


force,  who  had  been  ordered  to  arms, 
were  now  in  readinels  for  ariipn. 
But  th*  king’s  inftruCtions  were  ren¬ 
dered  ineffectual  by  the  enemy;  the 
bridge  over  the  Severn  was  com- 

O  s 

pleted;  the  detachment  from  Upton 
cleared  its  way  by  fcouring  the  hedges 
and  defiles  that  obilruCted  them. 
The  right  wing  of  the  brigade  under 
general  Fleetwood,  having  crofted 
the  Teme,  and  the  left  arrived  at 
Powyck  bridge,  they  drove  in  the 
foot  of  the  royalifts  “  to  their  main 
“  body  of  horfe  and  foot  which  was 
drawn  up  at  Wikefield,  near  Po- 
u  wick  bridge,  being' the  fame  field 
“  wherein  the  late  king  firft  engaged 
“  the  forces  of  the  parliament  in  the 
“  fame  month  of  September  164.2. 
“  The  republican  horfe  apd  foot 
“  marched  up  wfith  great  refolution 
u  to  their  enemy’s  body,  and  came 
“  to  pufh  of  pike  with  them  ;  and, 
“  after  a  conteft  of  nearly  two  hours, 
“  drove  them  back,  and  wholly 
“  routed  them,  killing  many  upon 
u  the  place,  and  purfuing  the  reft  to 
“  the  drawbridge  and  gates  of  the 
“  city.”  In  this  action  colonel  Keyth 
was  left  a  prilbnep,  and  Montgomery 
was  feverely  wounded.  Cromwell’ 
himfelf  was  the  firft  that  landed  011 
the  weft  fide  of  the  Severn,  over  the 
bridge,  of  boats,  and  aried  on  foot 
againft  the  enemy,  who  lined  the 
hedges  in  bjs  way  to  the  feene  of 
aCtion;  and  from  whence,  having 
witneffed  the  complete  fuccefs  of  the 
enterprize,  he  returned  to  his  mam 
army,  to  prepare  them  for  the  ap¬ 
proaching  battle. 

The  principal  part  of  his  force 
was  fettled  in  an  advantageous  noli- 
lion  at  Perry  wood,  a|t  the  fouth  end 
of  which  a  ftrong  breaft- work  was 
raifed;  and  a  batter^  of  great  guns 
was  alfo  opened  againft  the  fort 
royal. 
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It  was  drawing  towards  the  eve¬ 
ning  when  the  king,  with  the  dukes 
of  Buckingham  and  Hamilton,  lord 
Grandifon,  fir  Alexander  Forbes, 
and  many  others  of  the  Englifh  no¬ 
bility,  marched  the  main  body  of  the 
royal  army,  horfe  and  foot,  out  at 
Sidbttry  gate,  to  make  the  grand  at¬ 
tack  on  that  part  of  the  Cromwellian 
forces  that  remained  on  that  fide  of 
the  town,  under  the  perfnafon  that 
im oft  of  their  troops  had  been  drawn 
over  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Severn, 
and,  that  by  being  thus  divided,  they 
were  confequently  weakened.  The 
principal  part  of  them,  however, 
were  at  their  poll,  awaiting  the 
approach  of  their  adverfary,  with 
Cromwell  at  their  head. 

No-  foor.er  had  the  royal  army 
taken  their  ground  and  formed,  than 
by  the  command  and  encouragement 
of  the  king,  a  general  charge  was 
given.  The  conteft  was  eager*  fierce, 
and  refolute;  and  profecuted  with 
equal  bravery  on  both  fdes,  for  three 
or  four  hours.  The  fcaie  of  victory 
turned  fir  ft  in  favour  of  the  roya lifts,, 
before  whom  their  enemy  retreated 
hi  diforder,  and  left  them  in  the 
adtual  pofieff  on  of  their  great  guns. 
At  this  junflure,  however,  new  hip- 
plies'  arriving  from  the  other  fide  of 
the  Severn  in  confiderahle  numbers, 
loirsing  and  fupporting  the  parlia¬ 
ment  army,  and  the  main  body  of 
th® Scot ti ill  horfe  liot  coming  timely 
up  to  the  king's  aid,  after  fuftaining 
a  very  unequal  conflict  for  a  confider- 
able  time,  fighting  with  the  butt  end 
of  their  mu  fleets  ;  after  fpending  all 
their  ammunition,  and  giving  every 
proof- of  undaunted  valour,  the  roy- 
llts  were  at  length  overpowered ; 
id  the  king,  with  his  worn  out 
oops,  forced  to  retreat,  in  great 
order,  back  again,  through  Sid- 
my  gate,  into  the  city* 


He  now  perceived  many  of  the 
Scottifh  foot  to  throw  down  their 
arms,,  and  to  decline  the  battle. 
This,  indeed*  was  no  more  than 
what  Lelley  had  before  intimated  to 
him,  by  faying,  that,  as  well  as  they 
appeared  they  would  not  fight.  He 
now  experienced  it  fully.  Nor  was 
lie  fo  ill  a  judge  of  probabilities,  as 
to  imagine  they  were  able  to  op  pole 
a  veteran  army,  fiufhed  with  fticcefs, 
and  mailers  of  the  treafures  of  the 
nation.  Notwithstanding  which  he 
iifed  every  argument  to  perfuade 
them  ;  riding  up*  and  down  with  his 
hat  in  his  hand  ;  exhorting  them  to 
Hand  to  their  arms,  and  fight  like 
men;  urging  and  alleging  the  juft- 
nefs  of  the  caufe  theyfought  in.  But, 
finding  all  his  intreaties  in  vain, 
he  exclaimed,  u  1  had  rather  3-011 
“  would  llioot  me,  than  keep  me 
u  alive  to  fee  the  fad  eonfequcnces 
“  of  this  day." 

During  this  engagement,  Lam¬ 
bert’s  party  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river  pofiefled  themfelves  of  St. 
John's;  the  brigade  of  his  myjefty’s 
foot*  commanded  there  by  major- 
general  Daliel,  after  a  flight  refift- 
ance,  fur  rendered. 

The  earl  of  Rothes,  fir  William 
Hamilton  and  colonel  Drummond, 
with  a  party  of  Scots,  defended  the 
caftle  hill  with  great  bravery  and 
integrity,  till  terms  of  capitulation 
were  agreed  upon. 

The  enemy  having  carried  the 
fort  royal  by  florin,,  put  all  the 
troops  found  in  it  to  the  fword,  be- 
caufe  they  had  refufed  to  fnrrender 
on  the  firft  fumrnons.  Its  guns  were 
now  pointed'  at  and  fired  into  the 
town;  and  the  difmay  and  confter- 
nation,  which  was  now  become  ge  ¬ 
neral,  was  heightened  by  the  entrance 
of  the  victors,  who  having  borne 
down  every  obltacle,- poured  into  the. 
,  •  w  /  .cits- 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


city  on  all  Tides,  with  irrefiflible  im- 
petuofity.  The  king,  not  unmindful 
‘  of  his  Unhappy  condition,  fought 
means  of  fafety,  by  making  his 
efcape  with  lord  Wilmot,  by  the  back 
way  of  the  houfe  where  he  quar¬ 
tered,  narrowly  avoiding  the  clofe 
'purluit  ot  colonel  Cobbett,  who  en¬ 
tered  the  foreway  of  the  houfe,  at 
the  fame  time,  in  quell  of  him t 
The  earl  of  Cleveland,  fir  James 
Hamilton,  the  colonels  Wogan,  Car- 
lis,  and  Slaughter;  the  captains 
Hornyhold,  Gfflard,  Aftley,  and 
Kemble;  Mr*  Peter  Blount,  and 
others,  rallied  what  forces  they 
could,  and  again  charged  the  enemy 
in  Sid  bury  and  the  high  fireet,- 
which,  though  unfuccefsfiT  with  re- 
fpedt  to  victory,  was  yet  of  lingular 
fervice  to  the  unfortunate  king,  by 
diverting  the  attention  of  the  Qlive- 
rians,  whilft  he  made  his  efcape 
through  St.  Martin's  gate,  who, 
other  wife,  had  been  taken  prifoner 
in  the  city.  i 

At  the  town  hall  the  royal  ills 
made  their  laft  hand,  no  lets  unfue- 
cefsful  than  any  of  their  former.  In 
this  difpute  Mr.  Conningflby  Colies, 
and  feveral  others  were  flain,  hr 
James  Hamilton  and  captain  Kem¬ 
ble  dcfperately  wounded,  and  many 
were  taken  prifoners. 

The  parliament  army,  now  mailers 
of  tlie  city,  gave  way  to  the  moll 
atrocious  ads  of  outrage  that  the 
mean  nets -ol’ rapacity  could  fiimulmte 
in  the  dark  mind  of  a  fanguinary  pu¬ 
ritan  :  and  although  oftenfible  au¬ 
thority  for  a  general  pillage  was  not 
abfolutely  given  by  Cromwell,  it  is 
as  certain  that  not  the  leaft  reftraint 
was  put  upon  the  brutal  violence  of 
his  ruffian  troops,  who  fell  to  ravag¬ 
ing  and  plundering  without  mercy7 ; 
few  or  none  of  the  devoted  citizens 
escaping  their  cruelty. 
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The  chief  perfons  flain  in  the 
courfe  of  this  battle  were,  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton,  whofe  borfe  was- alfo 
killed  under  him,  captain  William 
Erwyne,  major  Knox,  fir  John  Dou¬ 
glas  and  Mr.  Conningfby  Colies ; 
about  three  thoufand  private  men 
were  alfo  killed.  T  he  chief  prifon¬ 
ers  were  the  earls  of  Derby  arid 
Lauderdale,-  taken  in  purfuit  by 
colonel  Lilbtirn;  the  earls  of  Cleve¬ 
land  and  Shrewsbury,  lord  Went¬ 
worth  and  others,  alfo  taken  in, 
flight,  as  were  major-general  M alley, 
lieutenant-general  David  Lefley,  and 
lieutenant-general  Middleton.  Sir 
Alexander  Forbes,  commander  of 
the  fort-royal,  was  foot  through  both 
the  calves  of  his  legs,  lay  in  Perry 
wood  all  night,  and  was  next  day 
brought  prifoner  to  Worcefter.  Ro¬ 
bert,  earl  of  Carnwftith,  Alexander, 
earl  of  Kelly,  John,  lord  St.  Clair,, 
lord  Grandiibn,  fir  John  Pakington, 
the  major-generals  Montgomery  and 
Pifcotty,  colonel  Keyth,  Mr.  Rich-' 
ard  Fanfhaw,  the  king's  lecretary, 
the  general  of  the  ordnance,  adju¬ 
tant-general  of  foot,  marlhal  general, 
fix  colonels  of  horfe,  eight  of  foot, 
fix  majors  of  horfe,  thirteen  of  foot, 
thirty-feven  captains  of  horfe,  fe- 
venly-two  of  foot,  with  a  great 
number  of  inferior  officers,  were  alfo 
taken  prifoners;  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  colours,  the  king’s  Hand- 
ard,  his  collar  of  S.S.  his  coach  and 
horfes,  and  other  things  of  great  va- 
lue,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors. 

This  memorable  battle  was  the 
decifion  of  the  controverfy  fo  long 
fubfifting  between  the  king  and  par- 
liament,  during  that  horrid  din  of 
defpotifm  and  ufurpation,  and  the 
laft  of  any  conlequence  fought  on 
that  account:  the  fortune  of  which 
gave  to  the  latter  the  entire  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  three  kingdoms, 

L  2  7  he 
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The  king,  having  efcaped  the 
dangers  of  the  field,  and  the  fnares 
of  treachery,  was  concluded  from 
Worcester  to  Bofcobel,  where  he 
"was  holpitably  entertained,  and 
care  lly  concealed  from  thofe  keen 
hunters  of  royal  blood,  by  Mr. 
Richard  Peridrill,  and  from  thence 
fafely  conveyed  011  his  way  to 
France. 


Account  of  Sion  Iloufe. 

[  From  the  Hifiory  of  the  'principal 

Fyivcrs  of  Great  Britain,  Vol.  IB] 

SION  Honfe  was  originally  a 
convent,  founded  by  Henry  the  fifth 
in  the  year  1414,  for  fixty  nuns  of 
the  order  of  St.  Bridget  of  Zion, 

C-J  J 

thirteen  pfiefts,  four  deacons,  and 

eight  lay  brethren.  It  was  endowed, 

on  its  foundation,  with  a  revenue  of 

one  thousand  marks,  which  was 

afterwards  increafed  to  one  thou- 

iand,  fe'ven  hundred  and  thiftv-one 

/  / 

pounds  per  annum.  An  abbefs  and 
nuns  were  refident  there  in  the  time 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  but  were  lent 
away  in  the  fir  ft  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth.  At  the  diffolution,  the 
revenues  of  this  houfe  amounted  to 
one  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
four  pounds,  eleven  (hillings,  and 
eight-  pence  per  annum,  after  which 
period  the  abbots,  nuns,  lay  fillers, 
& c.  to  the  amount  of  feventy- three, 
received  penfiohs  during  their  lives. 
The  Eft  abbefs  was  interred  at  Den- 
Ram  Church,  near  Uxbridge  ;  and 
a  great  part  of  the  infeription  upon 
the  grave  (tone  is  ftill  legible.  This 
monaftery  was  granted  "by  Edward 
the  fixth,  in  the  firft  year  of  his 
reign,  to  the  protester,  Edward, 
tlukc  of  Somerfet,  who  built  a 
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fuperb  palace  out  of  its  ruins,  the 
11)  ell  of  which  ftill  remains  in  its 
primitive  ftate.  After  the  fall  of 
that  potent  nobleman  it  reverted  to 
the  crown.  In  the  feventli  year  of 
Edward  the  fixth  it  wras  granted  to 
John,  duke  of  Northumberland  ; 
and  on  his  attainder,  James  the  firft 
gave  it  to  Harry  Percy,  ninth  earl 
of  Northumberland.  In  the  year 
1646,  the  dukes  of  York  and  Glou- 
celter  and  the  prince!  s  Elizabeth 
were  lent  hither  by  order  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  were  treated  with  fuch 
kind  attention  by  the  earl  and  countefs 
of  Northumberland,  that  their  un¬ 
fortunate  father,  when  he  vi  filed 
them  in  the  following  year,  received 
no  fmall  confolation,  on  finding  his 
children  under  fuch  friendly  care  and 
protedion.  From  this  period  it 
continued  to  be  the  refidence  of  the 
earls  of  Northumberland.  In  the 
year  1682,  Charles  cluke  of  SomerfcR 
married  the  lady  Elizabeth  Percy, 
only  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Joce- 
line,  earl  of  Northumberland/  by 
winch  alliance,  Sion  became  the 
property  of  that  nobleman,  who  lent 
it  to  the  princefs  of  Denmark  during 
the  time  that  a  eolefnefs  fublifted 
between  her  royal  bighnefs  and  her 
lifter  queen  Mary.  Oil  the  death 
of  Charles,  duke  of  Somerfet,  in 
1748,  Algernon,  earl  of  Hertford, 
his  only  furviving  fon,  fncceeded  to 
the  title  and  immenfe  property  of 
his  father,  and  foon  after  gave  Sion 
to  his  daughter  and  fon-in-law,  tha 
late  duke  and  duchefs  of  Northum¬ 
berland,  to  whofe  magnificent  tafte.. 
it  owes  its  prefent  grandeur  and 
beauty.  The  houfe  occupies  the 
file  ol  the  monaftic  church,  and  is* 
a  large  and  majeftic  ftrudlure.  It  is 
a  fquare  edifice  of  ft  one,  built  round 
a  quadrangle  ;  ever)"  front  is  em¬ 
battled  and  ornamented  with  em¬ 
battled 
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battled  tQrrets  :  the  eastern  eleva¬ 
tion,  which  faces  the  Thames  is 
iup ported  by  arches  that  form  a 
grand  piazza  The  original  gardens 
were  made  by  the  protector,  Somer¬ 
set,  in  a  1'tyle  of  great  magnificence  ; 
and,  according  to  the  fail) ion  of  the 
age,  enclofed  within  high  walls  and 
elevated  by  terraces  ;•  but  thefe  were 
jdeftroyed  and  levelled  by  the  late 
noble  pofieffor  ;  and  the  lower  apart¬ 
ments  of  the  haute  now  look  upon 
the  beautiful  feene,  which  was  ex¬ 
cluded  by  the  faltidious  pride  of 
former  times.  The  weftern  lawn, 
enriched  with  ftately  trees,  is  in¬ 
terfered  by  a  Terpentine  water,  and 
divided  by  flourifhing  plantations 
from  the  eaftern  part  of  the  grounds 
which  flope  towards  the  river.  The 
flower  garden  contains  a  large  col- 
ledtion  of  curious  trees  and  exotic 
plants  ;  and  a  lofty  doric  column  rites 
in  it  and  dignifies  the  lpot.  A  part 
of  the  walls,  that  enclofe  the 
kitchen  garden,  forms  the  only 
remains  of  the  ancient  monaftery. 
The  interior  part  of  this  noble  edi¬ 
fice  is  laid  to  have  received  confi- 
derable  alterations  from  the  (kill 
of  Inigo  Jones,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  la.lt  century;  but  it  was  the 
fumptuous  tafte  of  the  late  duke  of 
Northumberland  which  completed 
and  furnifhed  it,  in  its  prefent  ftate 
of  unrivalled  lplendor.  Among 
its  fpacious  apartments,  where  the 
antique  ftyle  of  decorations  has 
been  employed  with  peculiar  felici¬ 
ty,  is  a  fpacious  anti-chamber  of 
unique  magnificence.  The  floor  is  of 
Scaglioli  and  the  walls  in  fine  relief, 
with  gilded  trophies  ;  but  its  dif- 
tinguifhing  ornaments  are  twelve 
large  columns  and  fixteen  pilafters 
of  verde  antique,  containing  a 
greater  quantity  of  this  fcarce  and 
precious  marble,  than  is  now,  per¬ 


haps,  to  be  found  in  any  building 
in  the  world.  The  great  gallery, 
which  ferves  for  the  library  and 
mufeum,  is  one  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  in  length.  The  book-cafes  are 
formed  in  ree.effes  in  the  wall,  and 
receive  the  books  in  fuch  a  manner, 
ns  to  make  them  a  part  of  the 
general  finifhing  of  the  room.  The 
whole  is  finifhed  with  the  utmoft 
lightnefs  and  elegance,  in  the  moll 
beautiful  ftyle  ot  the  antique,  and 
afforded  the  ftrft  example  of  ftucco 
work  fin iffied  in  England,  after  the  ■ 
fine  remains  of  antiquity.  The  * 
ceiling  is  richly  adorned  with  paint¬ 
ings  and  other  ornaments,  that  har¬ 
monize  with  the  beautiful  deco-  . 
rations  that  pervade  the  other  parts 
of  this  fuperb  apartment.  Beneath 
the  ceiling  runs  a  feries  of  large 
medallion  paintings,  exhibiting  the 
portraits  of  all  the  earls  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  in  fucceffion,  with 
other  diftinguiflied  perfonages  of 
the  noble  houfes  of  Percy  and 
Seymour,  moft  of  which  are  copied 
from  original  pictures.  At  the 
weft  end  is  a  pair  of  folding 
doors,  that  open  into  the  garden, 
which  the  general  uniformity  of 
the  library  required  to  reprefent 
a  book-cafe  ;  and  here,  by  a  very 
happy  thought,  are  exhibited  the 
titles  ot  Greek  and  Roman  authorss 
which  not  only  form  a  very  pleating 
deception,  but  at  the  fame  time 
afford  a  curious  catalogue  of  the 
aufhores  deperdfti.  The  other 
apartments  are  anfwerahle  in  tafte 
and  magnificence  to  thofe  of  which 
we  have  given  a  curfory  defcnpiiom 


Account  of  Penffiurft, 

[From  the  Same .] 

PE  NS  I  I EIIST,  wh  ich  poffefles 
fomewhat  of  hiftorical  chara<fter, 
L  .3  and 
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Wer  fails,  from  the  incidental 
circumft'ances  attached  to  it,  to 
infpire  a  lepti  mental  huereil,  derives 
its  name  from  the  Bn  Ida  word  pen, 
fignifying  fummit,  and  built,,  a  wood. 
In  feveral  ancient  records  it  is 
called  Penceftre,  probably  from 
fume  fortreis  which  may  hsvve 
been  ere  died  on  the  fpot.  It  is 
a  village  which  derives  -  all  ‘  its 
diflindion  from  the  ancient,  Itately 
and  dignified  manfion,  called  Penf- 
hurlt  Place.  In  the  reign  of  the 
conqueror,  it  was  the  refidenpe  of 
a  family  who  took  its  name,  twad  m 
the  time  of  Edward  the  firft  we  find 
that  it  belonged  to  fm  Stephen  de 
jPenefhurfte  or  Peneceftre,  who  was 
knighted  and  made  conftable  of 
Dover  caflle,  and  warden  of  the 
cinque  ports  by  Henry  the  third. 
It  was  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  fecond,  conveyed  to 
John  de  Pulteney,  who,  und,er 
.Edward  the  third,  was  four  times 
mayor  of  London,  and  is  mentioned 
P)T  Stow,  as  pre-eminent  for  his 
fiety,  wifdoip,  great  wealth,  and 
magnificent  hofpitality.  After  being 
pofiefied  by  'many  noble  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  perfons,  it  was  at  length 
forfeited  to  the  crown,  in  the  reicn 
of  Edward  the  fixth,  by  the  attain¬ 
der  of  fir  Ralph  Lane,  and  was 
granted  by  that  king  to  fir  William 
Sidney,  knight,  and  bis  heirs,  a 
very  difliriguplied  perfon,  and  who 
had  acquired  great  military  repu¬ 
tation  in  the  preceding  reign.  On 
his  death,  the  El  fate  devolved  to 
his  fun,  fir  Henry  Sidney  who  had 
been  bred  up  with  Edward  the  fixth 
from  his  infancy  ;  by  whom  as  well 
as  by  queen  Elizabeth,  be  was  vpry 
much  cherifhed  and  advanced.  'On 
his  heath  Penfhurfl  Place  devolved 
to  his  eldeii  fun,  fir  PliilipSidney,  the 
piofl  gallant  and  accomphflied  gen¬ 


tleman  of  his  age,  and  whofe  extra¬ 
ordinary  qualities  were  not  only  the 
umveifal  admiration  of  his  own 
tunes,  but  will  command  an  enthu- 
fialiic  homage,  as  long  as  great 
talents,  fuperioi  learning,  undaunted 
courage,  and  unbleinnlied  virtue, 
are  venerated  by  mankind.  .The 
ho ufe  is  a  large  irregular  pile,  orna¬ 
mented  with  towers  and  embattled 
parapets.  Its  principal  entrance  is 
through  a  large,  portal,  with  a 
tower  over  it,  and  above  the  gate 
an  inscription  records  that  the 
manor  of  Penfliurfl^  &c.  was  given 
by  Edward  the  fixth  to  fir  William 
Sidney,  Knight  Bannaret,  cham¬ 
berlain  of  his  houlhold ;  and  that 
the  tower  was  built  in  the  year 
!5o5,  by  fir  Henry  Sidney,  knight 
of  the  garter,  as  a  grateful  memo¬ 
rial  of  his  Sovereign’s  bounty.  The 
principal  buildings  form  a  fpacious, 
irregular  and  gloomy  quadrangle, 
ihe  great  hall,  though  apparently 
neglected,  is  one  of  the  moil  curious 
parts  oi  this  edifice,  and  has  a 
remarkable  roof  railed  on  the 
fhoulders  of  fome  large  images,  in 
a  manner  equally  Angular  and  gro- 
teique.  from  the  hall  there  is  ap 
afceiit  to  a  fpacious  vaulted  gallery, 
having  at  the  upper  end  a  Gothic 
arch  with  three  Heps,  each  formed 
of  a  tingle  piece  of  timber  much 
worn ;  from  whence  a  flight  of 
flairs  leads  on  either  hand  to  the 
principal  apartments,  which  is  now 
cl o fed.  Many  of  the  rooms  were 

fitted  up  by  the  late  Mr.  Perry,  who 
p off e fifed  this  eftate  by  marriage  with 
the  honourable  Elizabeth  Sidney, 
niece  to  the  late  earl  of  Leicelter. 
In  one  wing  of  the  houfe  is  a  large 
picture  gallery,  in  which  is  feen  the 
portrait  of  lady  Dorothy  Sidney, 
the  Sacharifia  of  WaMer ;  but  it 
does  not  difplay  thofe  charms, 

which 
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which  may  be  ftippofed  to  have 
awakened  the  lyre  of  that  tender 
and  elegant  poet.  The  environs  of 
this  ancient  manlion,  though  fome- 
whaf  diminilhed,  ftill  appear  in  a 
fine  park  of  fix  miles  in  circumfe¬ 
rence,  which  is  walked  by  the 
Medway,  and  rifes  behind  the  houl'e 
in  fylvan  grandeur.  Among  its 
native  ornaments  is  ftill  feen  the 
oak,  which  tradition  reprelents  as 
having  been  planted  at  the  birth 
of  lir  Philip  Sidney,  and  which 
Ben  Johnlbn  reprefents  as 

That  taller  tree,  of  which  a  usit  was  fet, 
At  his  great  birth,  where  all  the  Mules  tael. 

But  its  Rate  and  condition  feem  to 
-eftablifh  it  of  an  earlier  age.  This 
venerable  tree  is  a  grand  and 
picturefque  objedt :  at  three  feet 
from  the  ground,  it  meafures  twenty 
feet,  eleven  inches,  in  the  general 
•circumference:  and  its  longed 

branch  projeds  thirty -fix  feet  from 
the  trunk.  Though  it  has  been 
do  far  excavated  by  time  as  to 
•po  fiefs  a  feat  in  its  hollow  .which 
will  hold  three  or  four  perfons,  it 
is,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
branches,  well  covered  with  foliage. 
In  this  park  (a  mark  of  great  an¬ 
tiquity,  as  well  as  of  pious  refped 
to  the  place*,  in  the  long  fuccef- 
fion  of  its  pofiefi'ors)  there  ItiM  exifts 
an  heronry,  and  perhaps  the  only 
one  in  the  kingdom.  In  popifh 
times  the  breed  of  herons  was 
very  much  encouraged,  and  a  colony 
of  them,  was  generally  an  appen¬ 
dage  to  the  feats  of  perfons  of 
wealth  and  di function  ;  as  this  bird, 
which  feeds  only  on  fi fix,  is  allowed 
as  canonical  food,  on  the  days  of 
abfiinence  from  tlefih,  in  the  Homan 
■catholic  church.  In  a  deep  hole 
hi  the  Medway,  called  Jupner’s 
ho}.e,  near  the  lower  end  of  Penf- 


hurft  park,  there  rifes  a  fpring, 
which  produces  a  viable  and  ttrong 
ebullition  oh  the  fur  face  of  the  river. 
The  Ion  of  Mr.  Shelly,  of  Horfbam, 
in  Sufiex,  by  the  lurviving  daughter 
of  Mr.  Perry,  and  who  has  taken 
the  name  ol  Sidney,  is  the  prefen t 
pofiefior  of  this  line  place  an, 4 
ancient  property. 


Doinwhohia.  or  the  Dread  of  Home. 

j  / 

[  From  the  Monthly  Magazine .] 
Sir, 

I  VERY  much  approve  of  your 
sliotting  a  particular  part  of  your 
Magazine  to  the  valuable  purpol'es 
ol  medichl  improvement ;  and  what 
has  been  already  done,  will,  1  hope, 
lay  the  foundation  ol  a  feries  of 
-communications,  from  which  phy- 
ficians  may  derive  great,  advantage. 
From  entertaining  lo  high  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  part  of  your  Magazine, 
I  am  induced  to  offer  my  mite,  by 
contributing  a  few  remarks  on  a. 
difeale,  not  yet  touched  upon  by 
your  medical  correipondents,  but 
which,  by  the  time  this  communi¬ 
cation  will  appear,  mull  be  pretty' 
well  known-  in  molt  families.  It  is 
very  prevalent  in  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  is  at  the  height  in 
Angiilt,  begins  to  decline  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  and  about  the  end  of  October 
generally  disappears,  though  much 
will  depend  upon  the  weather. 

1  am  fomewhat  at  a  Ibis  to  de- 
fenbe  this  dilorder,  becaufe  being  of 
very  recent  appearance  in  this 
country,  it  has  eicaped  the  attention 
of  Sauvages,  Vogel,  Cullen,  and  all 
our  late  nofologifis.  It  has  feme 
fymptoms  peculiar  to  the  clafs  o 
fevers,  and  feme  to  that  of  infiam 
mations,  but  it  is  a  difeale,  if 
L  j.  ,  jaj'4 
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may  ufe  the  phrafe,  fo  original,  fo 
much  per  fe,  that  we  mult  be  con¬ 
tent  to  let  it  be  the  root' of  a  pe¬ 
culiar  clafs,  which  may  hereafter 
be  divided  into  fpecies,  when  the 
faculty  lh all  have  made  it  more 
their  ltudy. 

I  call  it,  merely  for  diftindion’s 
fake,  the  Domiphobia,  or  Bread 
of  Home,  which  is  the  principal 
fymptom  ;  it  begins  as  I  faid  before, 
about  the  month  of  June, or  earlier, 
for  I  have  at.  this  moment  a  family 
under  my  care,  who  are  dreadfully 
afflicted  with  it.  The  mother,  a 
remarkably  healthy  looking,  and 
indeed  very  handfome  woman, 
complains  of  a  wafting  of  the  Belli, 
want  of  appetite,  liitiefsnefs,  and 
dejection.  The  two  daughters, 
though  pofifeiTed  of  the  fined  bloom 
of  complexion,  are  inclined  to  con- 
fumption,  have  alfo  lolt  their  appe¬ 
tites,  and  are,  to  ufe  their  mother’s 
expreffion,  in  a  very  alarming  (dil¬ 
ation.  The  fons  have  various  pul¬ 
monic  fymptoms,  fhortnefs  of  breath, 
cough,. and  complain  that  the  fmoke 
of  London,  entirely  diforders  them. 
The  hatband  is  the  only  perfon  who 
has  efcaped  the  diforder,  although 
he  feems  fo  much  dill  relied  at  the 
fight  of  his  family,  that  I  fhould 
not  wonder  if  he  caught  it  from 
them.  Every  medicine  I  have  pre¬ 
ferred,  Iras  failed  in  its  operation. 
Indeed,  I  muft  confefs,  that  this  is 
one  of  thofe.  diforders,  in  which 
we  are  not  to  exped  a  cure  from 
chemicals  or  Galenicals.  On  the 
contrary,  i(  we  leave  nature  to 
perform  her  work,  a  cure  is  imme¬ 
diately  found,  for  nature  fuggefts  to 
the  patients,  from  the  very  firll 
attack  .of  the  difeafe,  that  it  can  be 
relieved  only  by  a  jaunt  to  a  water¬ 
ing  place.  And  lienee  a  very  ex¬ 
pert  praGilioper  ip  my  neighbour¬ 


hood,  choofes  to  call  it  the  Hydro- 
mania;  but  1  apprehend  he  is  mif- 
taken,  lor  I  never  knew  a  patient 
moie  attached  to  water  when 
abroad,  than  when  at  home.  There 
certainly,  however,  are  fymptoms, 
which  indicate  a  mania  of  fome 
kind  or  other;  but  fo  impeded  is. 
our  knowledge  of  maniacal  cafes, 
that  1  can  derive  no  information 
from  books.  Arnold  does  not  men¬ 
tion  it  in  his  laft  edition,  although 
probably  he  may  in  the  next,  for 
which  I  am  told  he  is  preparing 
materials.  Befides,  I  confefs,  that 
I  am  not  very  partial  to  increafing 
our  catalogues  of  manias.  So 
many  things  might  be  brought 
under  this  title,  that  a  general  hif- 
tory  or  madnefs  would,  I  am  afraid, 
be  as  comprehend ve  as  the  Annual 
Regifter,  or  any  other  work  which 
pro  felled  to  record  the  adions  of 
man ;  but  this  is  a  digreffion. 

It  is  peculiar  to  the  diforder  I  am 
now  fpeaking  of,  that  the  fymptoms 
ol  it  never  appear,  when  the  patients 
are  by  themfelves  :  the  prefence, 
however,  of  a  ftranger,  or  a  party 
of  ftrangers,  never  fails  to  bring 
on  the  cough,  dyfpncea,  and  other 
concomitants.  But  above  all  other 
occaiions,  they  are  moft  exafperated 
in  the  prefence  of  the  head  of  the 
family,  whether  a  father,  an  uncle, 
oi  a  guardian.  Now,  as  this  is  as 
much  a  difeafe  of  the  mind  as  of  the 
b°dy,  it  (trikes  me,  that  the  pailion 
of  envy,  or  jealoufy,  is  firongly  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  fight  of  perions  who. 
are  not  afflicted  with  the  diforder, 
which  is  generally  the  cafe  with 
fathers,  uncles,  and  guardians  ;  and 
that  the  patient,  from  a  defire  of 
communicating  the  difeafe,  is  im¬ 
pelled  to  throw  out  thofe  miafmata, 
or  cont  igious  particles,  which  will 
alGG  ail  prefent.  That  this  is  often 
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done  without  producing  the  effect,  I 
well  know,  but  -I  muft  fay,  that,  in 
general,  where  the  diforder  is  of 
long  continuance  (a  month  or  fix 
weeks  for  example)  it  feldom  fails 
to  impart  fuch  a  degree  of  its  viru¬ 
lence,  as  to  affeCt  the  father,  and 
then,  I  obferve,  the  cure  is  as  good 
as  performed. 

From  the  few  remarks  I  have 
thrown  out,  you  will  perceive,  Sir, 
that  although  we  cannot  refer  this 
dilorder  to  any  clafs  hitherto  men¬ 
tioned  by  nofologifts,  yet  we  may 
rank  it  among  endemics ,  or  thole 
diforders  which  affeCt  the  inhabitants 
of  a  certain  diftricf.  This  is  molt 
prevalent  in  the  city  of  London,  and 
extends  a  little  way  into  the  fub- 
urbs.  I  have  met  with  a  few  cafes 
of  the  kind,  in  the  borough  of  South¬ 
wark;  but  the  fmall  villages  near 
town  are,  I  think,  generally  pretty 
free  from  it.  As  to  the  Borough, 
it  is  rather  fingular,  that  fome  of 
the  patients,  after  returning  from 
Margate  or  Brighton,  apparently 
perfectly  cured,  take  lodgings  never- 
thelefs  in  a  large  building  in  St. 
George's  fields  :  whether  this  con¬ 
firms  the  cure,  I  know  not,  but  I 
apprehend  it  may  prevent  a  relapfe, 
and  I  am  doubtful  whether  any  thing 
will  fo  effectually  anlwer  this  pur- 
pofe.  The  tendency  of  the  diforder 
to  return,  is  one  of  the  worft  cir- 
cumftances  belonging  to  it,  and  fuffi- 
ciently  convinces  me,  that  there  is 
a  radical  error  in  the  mode  of  treat- 

j 

ment.  I  am  not  afhamed  to  confefs, 
that  I  have  often  failed,  if  we  phy¬ 
sicians  are  not  as  free  in  acknow¬ 
ledging  our  errors,  as  proud  in  an¬ 
nouncing  our  cures,  the  medical  art, 
as  to  practical  ufefulnefs,  muft  ffand 

ftill. 

With  refpeCl  to  the  caufes  of  the 
jpoMiEuoBiA,  they  may  be  divided, 


as  in  the  cafe  of  other  diforders,  into 
remote ,  proximate ,  and  occaJionaL 
On  thefe  1  fiiall  not  be  prolix.  It 
is  a  great  miitake,  however,  to 
alciihe  this  diforder  to  low  living, 
or  a  poor  diet.  If  that  were  the 
cafe,  the  poor  would  be  afflicted  by 
it,  particularly  this  feafon.  But  the 
fact  is,  it  attacks  perfons  who  live 
well,  freely,  upon  a  generous  diet. 
ExceJJive  indulgence  never  fails  to 
bring  it  on,  and  it  is  remarkable, 
that  thofe  who  have  once  indulged , 
are  fure  to  have  a  relapfe  thelfol- 
iowing  year.  I  fcarce  know  an  iii- 
ftanee  to  the  contrary.  The  mental 
affections  are  to  be  taken  into  ac¬ 
count,  and  I  have  known  cafes  where 
it  was  brought  on  merely  by  talking 
about  it ;  a  wonderful  proof  of  the 
intimate  connection  betwixt  the 
mind  and  the  body.  That  there  in 
an  affeCtion  of  the  head,  cannot  well 
be  doubted,  from  its  being  almoft 
always  attended  with  giddinefs, 
wanderings,  vain  fears,  and  fome- 
times  downright  raving  ;  the  patient 
perpetually  talking  of  balls ,  dances , 
breakfafts,  raffles,  fubfcriptions,  and 
other  things,  which  very  feldom 
much  occupy  the  attention  of  per¬ 
fons  of  found  minds  and  robuft 
health. 

1  have  now,  fir,  communicated 
the  relult  of  pretty  accurate  obfer- 
vation,  and  fome  praCtice  in  this 
diforder.  I  am  aware,  that,  in  the 
curative  part,  I  have  failed  to  im¬ 
part  much  information.  The  fad 
is,  and  I  honeffly  confefs  it,  I  have 
fucceeded  in  very  few  cafes,  and 
thofe  were  chiefly  where  the  diforder 
was  (light.  Taken  at  the  beginning, 
much  may  be  done,  but  the  patients 
are  very  apt  to  conceal  it,  probably 
from  motives  of  delicacy,  until  it 
acquires  ftrength  which  commoq. 
remedies  will  pat  oppofe.  The  in¬ 
dications 
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dications  are  likewife  fometirnes  fo 
complicated,  that  one  does  not  .know 
how  to  obviate  one  fvmptom  with¬ 
out  increafing  the  violence  of  ano¬ 
ther.  What  can  be  done  where  there 
is  an  inflammatory  tendency,  accom¬ 
panied  by  lownefs  and  weaknefb ,  a 
very  common  form  of  the  difeafe  ? 
I  muft,  therefore,  clofe  the  fubjeCt 
for  the  prefent,  with  observing,  that 
an  eminent  phyfician  of  my  ac¬ 
quaintance,  Dr.  Abraham  Newland , 
has  a  very  elegant  form  of  prefcrip- 
tions,  which  I  never  knew  any  pa¬ 
tient  refufe  to  take;  but  it  is  liable 
to  the  fame  objections  I  have  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  namely,  that  it 
will  not  prevent  a  relapfe. 

I  am,  fir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 
Warwick-lane.  '  C. 


On  the  Importance  of  Topographical 
Hijlories. 

[From  the  fame. ] 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  juft  perufed  a  letter  in 
your  magazine  for  July,  figned  G.D. 
ion  topographical  hiftory.  It  con¬ 
tains  fome  good  remarks,  fuch  as  I 
fhould  naturally  expect  from  G.D. 
%vhofe  fignature  I  have  obferved  on 
many  other  oc cations;  but,  I  cannot 
altogether  embrace  his  opinions  on 
the  “  caufe  of  the  prejudices  againft 
“  topographical  hiftory/’  He  fpeaks 
of  the  “  uninviting  afpeCf  that  it  too 
V  often  atiumes,  and  the  auk  ward 
a  arrangement  in  which  it  is‘ dif- 
u  pcfed ; ;;  that  “  we  are  detained 
by  minute  defcriptions  of  things, 
“  which,  in  themfelves,  are  of  no 
confequence,  or  which  can  only 
u  amufe  a  particular  clafs  of  readers ; 
*  by  dry  narratives,  frequently  er- 


“  roneous,  conveyed  with  taftelefs 
“  formality,  from  one  compiler  to 
“another;  with  infipidities  of  pri- 
“  vate  families,  and  tedious  details 
“  of  local  antiquities,  mufty  in- 
“  fieri  ptiqns,  and  mouldy  reliquCs," 
&e.  &c. 

What  I  have  tranfcribed,  is  fuffi- 
cient  for  my  purpofe,  and  muft  fatisfy. 
every  genuine  amateur  of  topogra¬ 
phical  hiltory,  that  G.  D.  has  wholly 
miftaken  the  nature  of  that  branch 
of  fcience,  and,  as  the  readers  of  this 
letter  will  perceive,  has  confounded 
the  imagination  of  the  painter,  with 
the  ancient  lyre  of  the  antiquary  ;  a 
fatal  error !  an  error,  which  would 
ftrike  at  the  root  of  thofe  vaft  labours 
and  profound  researches,  in  which 
our  topographers  have  been  fo  long 
and  fo  ufefully  employed.  What 
would  become  of  infcriptions,  fo  de¬ 
faced  as  to  be  unintelligible,  and  of 
letters  upon  monuments,  fo  mattered 
as  not  to  amount  to  words,  if  we 
were  to  turn  our  eyes  to  the  piCtu- 
refque  fcenery  of  a  village  ?  Where 
would  be  the  ingenuity  of  ‘conjecture, 
and  the  manufacture  of  probabilities  ? 
Where  that  promptitude  of  guefs- 
jvork,  which  makes  fomething  out 
of  nothing  ?  Where  would  curiofity 
explore  for  gratification?  and  where 
would  indagation  rove  in  queft  of 
food  ? 

Before  I  faw  G.  D/s  letter,  I  had 
thoughts  of  offering  my  fier  vices  to 
your  magazine,  as  an  inveftigator  of 
topographical  curiotities  ;  but  I  am 
dilh  ear  tenet!  to  fee  the  contempt 
that  is  poured  on  my  induftrious  re¬ 
fearches  into  the  hiftory  of  death 
and  decay,  ip  men  and  things.  I 
tremble  to  think,  that  my  vaft  col¬ 
lection  of  epitaphs,  initials  on  head- 
itones,  portraits  of  remarkable  yew- 
trees,  bon  mots  of  eminent  lex  to  ns, 
and  repartees  of  facetious  grave- 
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diggers,  mu  ft  be  denied  a  place 
among  the  works  of  the  learned,  if 
G.  Ofs  dodnnes  prevail;  and  that 
the  ngrtie  ot  Patrick  Pry  muff  de- 
fcend  to  pofterity  without  the  pre¬ 
face  ol  I)r.  or  the  poftfcript  of 
! .  R.  S.  A.  S.  S.  But  I  hopq  better 
tilings— I  hope  that  I  (hall  be  able, 
though  not  perhaps  in  one  letter,  to 
convince  you,'  that  topographical 
hiftory,  as  it  always  has  been  written , 
is  a  noble  ftudy,  and  of  vaft  utility  to 
mankind  in  general. 

G.  D.  talks  of  its  awkward  ar¬ 
rangement.  The  arrangement,  as 
far  as  1  have  obferved  of  topo¬ 
graphical  antiquities,  is  alphabeti¬ 
cal.  Now,  where  is  the  awkward- 
nels  of  that  ?  G.  D.  may  as  well 
lay,  that  the  alphabet  itfelf  is  awk¬ 
ward,  becaufe,  according  to  its  pre¬ 
fect  arrangement,  it  cannot  make  a 
word  or,  he  may  infill  upon  it,  that 
pariikes  were  not  built  alphabe'ti- 
cally,  or,  that  men  do  not  die  in 
alphabetical  order.  But,  fir,  that 
an  alphabet  is  neceflary,  in  order  to 
find  them  out  after  they  are  dead, 
you  may  be  convinced  of,  if  you  will 
only  look  into  that  grand  'depot  of 
herefy  and  fc/rifm,  BunhilRfields  bu¬ 
rial-ground.  There  the  walls  have 
degrees  marked  upon  them,  like  a 
map  ;  and  if  you  wifh  to  fet  fail  for 
your  anceftor,  you  mud  find  out  his 
parallel  ol  latitude  in  a  cemeterical 
grammar,  kept  on  purpofe.  So 
much  for  arrangement. 

His  more  important  objection 
feems  to  be  “  infipidities  of  private 
s<  families,  and  tedious  details  of 
“  local  antiquities^  Now,  fir,  let 
me  only  alk  you,  how,  and  in  what 
manner,  we  can  make  a folio  volume, 
without  the  hiftories  of  private  fa¬ 
milies,  and  details  of  local  antiqui¬ 
ties  ?  And  unlefs  we  make  a  folio 

;  P  y  t  1  • 


volume,  how  can  we  pretend  to  rank 
with  llluftrious  topographers  ?■  He 
calls  them  infipidities.  Alas !  fir, 
what  is  infipid  to  one  man,  is  mar- 
vello ully  favory  to  another.  Dc 
gift  thus  non  difputandum.  Why  does 
the  poet,  ling  fo  pathetically, 

‘‘  Full  many  a  flow’r  is  born  to  blufli  un- 
"  leen,”  &c. 

and  yet,  when  we.  topographers  en¬ 
deavour  to  raife  this  flower  into  no¬ 
tice,  we  are,  forfooth,  to  be  called 
infipid  and  tedious  ?  No,  fir ;  how 
can  we  render  the  hiftory  of  a  parilh 
complete,  without  tracing  it  as  far 
back  as  hiftory  will  enable  us  ?  and 
hiftory,  with  the  aid  of  conjecture, 
will  do  much,  if  both  tail,  we  fre¬ 
quently  have  tradition  on  our  fide, 
and  a  more  fertile  fource  I  know  not. 
When  we  have  finilhed  its  ancient 
hiftory,  we  come  to  the  modern; 
and  here  we  give  an  account  of  all 
the  large  manlions  in  the  parilh,  ftate 
where  the  roads  are  now,  and  where 
they  were  formerly,  and  enter  into  a 
detail  of  agricultural  curiofities.  Is 
it  nothing,  hr,  to  know,  who  fir  ft 
planted  potatoes,  and  who  firft  made 
a  cucumber-bed  ?  and  having  found 

m  t _ / 

this,  (hall  we  negledl  to  make  honour¬ 
able  mention  of  Inch  benefactors  ? 
Suppoie  we  difeover,  that  the  firft 
per  foil  who  drank  tea  in  this  parilh, 
was  John  Tomlinfon,  farmer;  Wil¬ 
liam  Sparks,  fon  to  the  parilh  clerk  ; 
Humphrey  Sparks,  a  parilh  clerk 
liimfelf;  and  Dorothy  Rogers,  wi¬ 
dow  ;  and  that  tradition  informs  us, 
that  this  memorable  event  took  place 
anno  domini  1703. 

Now,  fir,  confider  what  G.  D. 
would  call  being  tedious  in  this  cafe. 
Why,  fir,  what  he  calls  tedious,  is' 
nothing  more  than  the  anxious  and 
indefatigable  attention  which  we  pay 
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to  the  real  ftate  of  a  facl.  I  fliall 
give  you  this  very  circumftance  as 
a  fa  a,  which  I  find  in  my  manuscript 
hiftory  of  the  parifh  of  Bromley, 
near  Bow,  co.  Middlefex,  which  I 
am  about  to  publiih  in  two  volumes 
folio.  It  occurs  p.  2493.,  vol.  ii. 

a  Of  a  fact  thus  decifively  related, 
(*■  it  would  become  me  to  fpeak  with 
«  refpecl,  had  1  not  too  frequently 
«  found,  that  the  vanity  of  a  villager 
is  prolific  in  circumftances  of  cele- 
bnty,  and  that  the  avidity  of  rela- 
lion  is  feldom  curious  after  the 
*f  origin  of  tradition.  That  John 
u  Tomlinfon  might  drink  tea,  as  an 
‘f  abftradl  fad,' may  be  allowed ;  but 
“  the  concomitant  eftcumftances  are 
*(  either  involved  in  obfcurity,  or 
“  may  be  eclipfed  by  fofpicion.  If 
4i  he  was  a  farmer,  as  here  Hated,- 
4C  how  many  acres  ot  ground  did  he 
“  cultivate?  wlrat  rent  did  he  pay  I 
and  what-producedid  they  afford? 
In  the  reign  of  queen  Ann,  we 
H  know  that  the  villages  in  the  vi- 
“  cinity  of  London  were  obfeure, 
and  that  the  Eaft  India  company 
#  was  young.  That  tea  was  expen- 
u  five,  will  not  be  doubted:  for  it 
was  confidered,  for  many  years, 
as  a  fnitable  prefent  for  men  of 
opulence,  who  muft  be  compli- 
**  mented  by  excefs,  and  for  men  of 
power,  who  muft  be  courted  by 
o  what  is  fcarce.  It  affords  an  a.r- 
f4  gument  that  fuch  a  man  as  John 
«  Tomlinfon  exiffed.  Of  his  exift- 
ence,  I  have  diffipated  all  fufpicion, 
*4  by  proving  v  (vol.  ii,‘  p.  1978)  “  at 
41  confide  ruble  length,  that  1.  T.  on 
44  a  head-ftone,  near  the  nortli-weft 
44  corner  of  the  church,  belongs  to 
“  him;  that  Jane  Burroughs,  lpin- 
t£  fter,  was  his  firft  wife,  by  whom 
f£  he  had  fix  fons  and  two  daughters 
[here  follows  a  biographical  notice 
cf  thefe,  particularly  of  Richard  the 


fecond  fon,  who  rofe  from  a  barber’s 
boy  to  be  twice  churchwarden,  and 
once  was  candidate  for  the  office  of 
common  councilman  of  the  ward  of 
Portfoken,]  “  1  hefe  difficulties, 
<£.  therefore,  being  obviated,  we  muft 
ft  ftill  doubt  the  general  faff. 

“  It  would,  however,  ill  become 
“  an  hiftorian  to  leave  his  readers 
“  in  the  dark,  as  to  a  matter  of  fa 
££  confiderable  importance.  Fidelity 
“  ought  unquestionably  to  be  the 
t(  firft  objebt,  but  information  is  of 
££  os  high  importance.  My  re- 
“  fearehes  on  this  fubjedt  have  been 
“  unremitting,  and  I  hope  not  un- 
“  iuccefsffil.  At  moft,  indeed,  what 
£<  I  have  obtained,  amounts  but  to 
£-  conjedure ;  but  it  is  fuch  conjee- 
u  ture  as  future  liiftorians  may  im- 
<£  prove  into  certainty.  Ir.  appears 
“  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  difficulty 
“  may  be  folved  in  two  ways.  Firft, 
“  I  fufpedt,  frorp  looking  more  and 
“  more  attentively  into  the  book, 
“  where  this  fail  is  recorded,  which 
“  is  a  fill  all  paper  book,  fuch  as  are 
u  now  commonly  fold  for  two-pence 
“  (by  the  bye,  a  great  fum  of  money 
u  in  thofe  days),  an  ft  covered  with, 

“  blue  paper  (for  I  do  not  think 
u  marbled  paper  was  then  made) — 

“■  I  fay,  upon  looking  into  this  book, 

“  I  fufpedt  there  is  an  error  in  the 
“  date,  and  that  for  1703,  we  fiiould 
“  read  1763,  the  top  of  the  figure  6 
“  being  erafed,  perhaps  on  purpofe, 
u  or  more  probably  never  put  orq 
u  for  at  that  time  writing  was  but 
<£  in  its  infancy  with  farmers,  or  even. 

“  parifli  clerks.  This,  my  readers 
“  will  be  convinced,  folves  the  whole 
“  difficulty,  renders  tea  cheap,  and 
“  tradition  refpeilahle.  But,  l’e- 
“  condly,  a  very  eminent, antiquary, 

££  who  has  written  the  Hiftorv  of 
££  Shapklewell,  in  three  yols.  folio, 

“  has  hinted  to  me,  that  he  thinks 

u  th.e 


H  the  date  of  the  manufcript  corredlf 
44  and  yet  finds  no  difficulty  arifing 
“  either  from  the  circumlcances  of 
fhthe  farmer,  the  Eafi:  India  com- 
44  pany,  or  the  China  trade.  4  You 
44  obferve/  fays  he,  in  a  letter,  dated 
44  July  16,  4  that  it  is  fimply  men- 
44  tinned,  that  they  drank  tea.’ 
“  Now,  it  is  not  laid,  nor  does  it 
44  appear,  that  this  was  the  tliea  of 
“  botanifts,  which,  by  the  bye  (and 
44  I  think  you  ought  to  take  notice 
“  of  it),  belongs  to  the  order  of 
44  trigynia  and  not  monogynia, 
“  where  Linnaeus,  by  a  great  mif- 
“  take,  places  it.  The  bohea  as  it  is 
14  called,  has  flowers  with  fix  petals, 
“  and  the  green  with  nine.  No 
“  mention  is  made  here  of  the 
44  petals,  which,  I  take  it,  proceeded 
44  from  the  writer  having  feen  only 
41  the  dried  leaf,  a  very  common 
At  cafe  with  tea  drinkers  in  England. 
“  My  opinion,  therefore,  is,  that 
44  the  tea  which  they  drank,  (for  I 
“  am  convinced  of  the  drinking) 
44  was  not  the  Chinefe  plant  now  fo 
44  common,  and  fo  iffeful  in  the 
■“  difcuffion  of  the  news  of  the  day, 
“  and  in  adj idling  family  difputes, 
**  articles  of  marriage,  crim.  con. 
“  and  other  common  occurrences  ; 
44  but  the  Melifia  Ilortenfis,  the 
“  Baulm,  Baum,  or  Balm,  which 
44  was  at  that  time  well  known  for 
“  its  virtues,  when  ufed  in  infufion, 
“  and  might  be  procured  for  nothing, 
“  by  perfons  of  the  defcription  you 
44  mention.  Phyficians,  in  particu- 
44  lar,  fay,  that  4  a  deco/tion  of  the 
01  leaves  corroborates  lax  gums/  a 
44  diforder  to  which  the  labouring 
4<  people  of  this  country  were  very 
44  fubject,  when  they  were  able  to 
“  earn  a  livelihood,  and  we  may  flip - 
“  pole  that  this<  was  the  cafe  in 
“  1703,  becaufe  taxes  were  not 
“  quits  fu  numerous  as  they  are 


now,  and  the  national  debt  was- 
a  trifle  lefs.  If  I  have  been  the* 
44  humble  inflrument  of  throwing 
44  any  light  upon  this  fubjett,  it 
44  will  afford  me  the  molt  heartfelt 
44  confolation,  being,  dear  fir,  with 
44  great  relped,”  & c.  &cc. 

So  much,  Mr.  Editor,  for  a, 
fpecimen  of  what  G  .  I),  choofes  to 
call  being  tedious.  He  is,  I  think, 
a  writer  of  too  much  candour,  not 
to  retract  where  be  is  internally 
convinced ;  and,  if  what  I  have 
advanced,  be  not  enough  to  induce 
him  to  change  his  opinion,  I  know 
very  few  parifh  hiftories  10  which 
1  can  refer  him  with  more  hopes 
of  fuccefs. 

I  am,  fir. 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 
July  23,  1796*.  Patrick  Pry/ 


Letters. 

[From  Mifcellcineous  Works  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Gibbon,  Efq.  with  -Memoirs 
of  his  Life  and  Writings.  Cam* 
pajed  hjj  llimjelf  .] 

MR.  GIBBON  TO  IIIS  FATHER: 

Dear  Sir, 

AN  addrefs  in  writing  from  a 
perfon  who  has  the  pleafure  of  being 
with  you  every  day,  may  appear 
fingular.  However,  I  have  pie? 
ferred  this  method,  as  upon  paper 
I  can  fpeak  without  a  blufh,  and 
be  heard  without  interruption.  If 
my  letter  difpleafe  you,  impute  ft, 
dear  fir,  only  to  yourfelf.  You  have 
treated  me  not  like  a  foil,  hut  like 
a  friend.  Can  you  be  furprized 
that  I  fhould  communicate  to  a 
friend  all  my  thoughts  and  all  my 
defires!'  Unlels  the  friend  approve 
them,  let  the  father  never  know 

them; 
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them;  or  "at.  lea.lt,  let  him  know  at 
the  lame  time  that  however  reafon- 
>ible,  however  eligible  my  fcheme 
may  appear  to  me,  I  would  rather 
forget  it  for  ever  than  caufe  him  the 
High  tell  uneafinefs. 

When  I  firft  returned  to  England, 
attentive  to  my  future  interefl,  you 
were  lb  good  as  to  give  me  hopes  of 
®  feat  in  parliament.  This  feat,  it 
was  fuppoled,  would  be  an  expence 
of  fifteen  hundred  pounds.  This 
defign  flattered  my  vanity,  as  it 
might  enable  me  to  fhine  in  fo 
augu ft  an  affemhly.  It  flattered  a 
nobler  paffion :  I  promifed  rayfelf, 
that  by  the  means  of  this  feat  I 
might  be  one  day  the  inftrament  of 
fome  good  to  my  country.  But  I 
foon  perceived  how  little  a  mere 
virtuous  inclination,  unafijfted  by 
'talents,  could  contribute  towards 
that  great  end-;  and  a  very  fhort 
examination  difcovered  to  me,  that 
thofe  talents  had  not  fallen  to  my 
lot.  Do  not,  dear  fir,  impute  this 
declaration  to  a  falfe  mode  fly,  the 
meanell  fpecies  of  pride.  Whatever 
elfe  1  may  he  ignorant  of,  I  think  I 
•know  myfelf,  and  (hall  always  en¬ 
deavour  to  mention  mv  good  qua¬ 
lities  without  vanity,  and  my  de- 
feeds  without  repugnance.  I  flia.ll 
fay  nothing  of  the  molt  intimate 
acquaintance  with  his  country  and 
language,  fo  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
any  fonator.  'Since  they  may  be 
acquired,  to  alledge  my  deficiency 
in  them,  would  feem  only  the  plea 
of  lazinefs.  But  I  fhall  fay  with 
great  truth,  that  I  never  poke  fled 
that  gift  of  fpeech,  the  firft  requiflte 
of  an  orator,  which  ufe  and  labour 
may  improve,  but  which  nature 
alone  can  beftow.  That  my  temper, 
quiet,  retired,  fomewhat  referved, 
could  neither  acquire  popularity, 
bear  up  again  ft  opposition,  nor  mix 

7  ' 
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with  eafe  in  the  crowds  of  public 
life.  That  even  my  genius  (if  you 
will  allow  me  any)  is  better  qualified 
for  the  deliberate  compofitions  of 
flie  elolet,  than  for  the  extemporary 
difcourles  ol  the  parliament.  An 
unexpected  objection  would  difeon- 
cert  me ;  and  as  I  am  incapable 
of  explaining  to  others  what  I  do 

not  thoroughly'upderftand  myfelf,  I 

fliould  be  meditating  while  1  ought 
to  be  anfwering.  I  even  want 
neceffary  prejudices  of  party,  and 
of  nation.  In  popular  affemblies, 
it  is  often  neceffary  to  infpire  them; 
and  never  orator  infpired  well  a 
paffion  which  he  did  not  feel  him- 
lelf.  Suppofe  me  even  miftaken  in 
my  own  character ;  fo  fet  out  with 
the  repugnance  fuch  an  opinion  muft 
produce,  offers  but  an  indifferent 
profpebh  But  I  hear  you  fay,  it  is 
not  neceffary  that  every  man"  fliould 
enter  into  parliament  with  fuch 
exalted  hopes.  It  is  to  acquire  a 
title  the  moft  glorious  of  any  in  a 
free  country,  and  to  employ  the 
weight  and  confederation  it  gives 
in  the  lervice  of  one’s  friends. 
Such  motives,  though  not  glorious, 
yet  are  not  difhonourable ;  and  if 
we  had  a  borough  in  our  command, 
if  you  could  bring  me  in  without 
any  great  expence,  or  if  our  fortune 
enabled  us  to  defpife  that  cxpence, 
then  indeed  I  fhonld  think  them 
of  the  greatefl  lirength  ;  but  with 
our  private  fortune,  is  *  it  worth 
while  to  purchafe  at  fo  high  a  rate 
a  title,  honourable  in  i  tie  If,  but 
which  1  mult  (hare  with  every  fel¬ 
low  that  can  lay  out  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  ?  Befldes,  dear  fir,  a  mer¬ 
chandize  is  of  little  value  to  the 
owner  when  he  is  refolved  not  fo 
fell  it. 

I  fliould  affront  your  penetration, 
did  I  not  luppofe  you  now  foe  the 

drift 
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drift  of  this  letter.  It  is  to  appro¬ 
priate  to  another  ufe  the  fum  which 
you  deftined  to  bring  me  into  par¬ 
liament  ;  to  employ  it,  not  in  mak¬ 
ing  me  great,  but  in  rendering  me 
happy.  I  have  often  heard'  you 
lay  yourfelf,  that  the  allowance  you 
had  been  fo  indulgent  as  to  grant 
me,  though  very  liberal  in  regard 
to  your  eftate,  was  yet  but  finally 
when  compared  with  the  almoft 
neceflary  extravagancies  of  the  age. 
I  have  indeed  found  it  fo,  notwith¬ 
standing  a  good  deal  of  economy, 
and  exemption  from  many  of  the 
common  ex pences  of  youth.  This, 
dear  fir,  would  be  a  way  of  fupplying 
tbofe  deficiencies,  without  any  ad¬ 
ditional  expence  to  you.  But  I 
forbear.  If  you  think  my  propofals 
reafonable,  you  want  no  entreaties 
to  engage  you  to  comply  with  them; 
if  otherwife,  all  will  be  without 
effect. 

All  that  I  am  afraid  of,  dear  fir, 
is,  that  I  fliould  feem  not  fo  much 
a ixing  a  favour,  as  this  really  is, 
as  exacting  a  debt.  After  all  I  can 
fay,  you  will  fill  remain  the  belt 
judge  of  my  good,  and  your  own 
cireu'mftances.  Perhaps,  like  moft 
landed  gentlemen,  an  addition  to 
my  annuity  would  fait  you  better 
than  a  lum  of  money  given  at  once  ; 
perhaps  the  fum  itfelf  may  be  too 
coftfiderable.  Whatever  you  (hall 
think  proper  to  befiow  upon  me, 
or  in  whatever  manner,  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  with  equal  gratitude. 

I  intended  to  fop  here,  but  as  I 
abhor  the  leaf  appearance  of  art,  I 
think  it  will  be  better  to  lay  open 
my  whole  fcheme  at  once.  The 
unhappy  war  which  now  defolates 
Europe  will  oblige  me  to  defer  feeing 
France  till  a  peace.  But  that  reafon 
can  have  no  influence  upon  Italy,  a 
country  which  any  fchokir  muf 


long  to  fee  :  fliould  you  grant  my 
requeft,  and  not  difapprove  of  my 
manner  of  employing  your  bounty, 
1  would  leave  England  this  autumn, 
and  pafs  the  winter  at  Laufanne 
with  M.  de  Voltaire  and  my  old 
friends.  The  armies  no  longer 
obftmdt  my  pafiage,  and  it  muf  "be 
indifferent  to  you  whether  I  am 
at  Laufanne  or  at  London  during 
the  winter,  fines  I  fhall  not  be  at 
'Beriton.  In  the  fpring  I  would 
crofs  the  Alps ;  and,  after  fame 
fay  in  Italy,  as  the  war  muf  then 
be  terminated,  return  home  through 
France,  to  live  happily  with  you 
and  my  dear  mother.  I  am  now 
two-and-twenty  ;_a  tour  muf  take 
up  a  confiderable  time  ;  and  though 
I  believe  you  have  no  thoughts  of 
fettling  me  foon  (and  1  am  fare  I 
have  not),  yet  lo  many  things 
may  intervene,  that  the  man 
who  does  not  travel  early,  runs  k 
great  rifle  of  not  travelling  at  all. 
But  this  part  of  my  fcheme,  as 
well  as  the  whole,  I  fubmit  entirely 
to  you. 

Permit  me,  dear  fir,  to  add,  that 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  com¬ 
plete  compliance  with  my  withes 
could  increafe  my  love  and  grati¬ 
tude;  but  that  I  am  very  fare,  no 
refufal  could  diminifli  thofe  fenti- 
ments  with  which  I  fhall  always 
remain,  dear  fir, 

Your  moft  dutiful  and  obedient 
fan  and  lervant, 

176°*  E.  Gibbon,  Jum 


Mr.  Gibbon  to  Dr.  Robertfon. 

Sir,  Paris,  1777. 

WHEN  I  ventured  to  aflame  the' 
character  of  hiforian,  the  firf,  the 
moft  natural,  but  at  the  fame  time 
the  moft  ambitious  with,  which  Y 

enter- 
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entertained,  was  to  obtain  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  Dr.  Robertfon  and  of  Mr. 
Hume ;  two  names  which  friend- 
ftiip  united,  and  whkh  pofterity 
will  never  feparate.  I  fliall  not 
therefore  attempt  to  difiemble, 
though  I  cannot  eufily  exprefs,  the 
pleal'ure  which  I  received  from 
your  obliging  letter,  as  well  as  from 
the  intelligence  of  your  moft  valu¬ 
able  prefent.  The  fatisfa&ion  which 
I  fhould  other  wife  have  enjoyed,  in 
common  with  the  public,  will  now 
be  heightened  by  a  fentiment  of  a 
more  perfonal  and  flattering  nature  ; 
and  I  fliall  frequently  whifper  to 
myfelf,  that  1  have  in  tome  meafure 
deferved  the  efteem  of  the  writer 
whom  1  admire. 

A  fliort  excurfioa  which  I  have 
made  to  this  place,  duriwg  the  fum- 
mer  months,  has  occalioned  fume 
delay  in  my  receiving  your  letter, 
and  will  prevent  my  pot i effing,  till 
my  return,  the  copy  of  your  hiftory, 
which  you  fo  politely 'delired  Mr. 
Strahan  to  fend  me.  But  1  have 
already  gratified  the  eagerneis  of 
my  impatience ;  and  although  I 
was  obliged  to  return  the  book 
much  fooner  than  i  could  have 
wifhed,  I  have  teen  enough  to  con¬ 
vince  me,  that  the  prefent  pub¬ 
lication  will  fupport,  and  if  pofiihle, 
will  extend  the  fame  of  the  author; 
that  the  materials  are  collected  with 
diligence,  and  arranged  with  fkill ; 
that  the  firft  book  contains  a  learned 
and  fatisfaelory  account  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  difcovery;  that  the  achieve¬ 
ments,  the  dangers,  and  the  crimes, 
of  the  Spaniih  adventurers  are 
related  with  a  temperate  fpirit;  and 
that  the  moil  original,  perhaps  the 
tnoft  curious,  portion  of  the  hiftory 
of  human  manners  is  at  length 
reicued  from  the  hands  of  fophifts 
*md  declaimed.  Lord  Stormont, 

4l  *  . 
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and  the  few  in  this  capital  wh<3 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  peruling 
the  Hiftory  of  America,  unanimoufly 
concur  in  the  fame  lentiments. 
Your  work  is  already  become  a 
favourite  topic  of  public  conver- 
fation  ;  and  Mr.  Suard  is  repeatedly 
prefled,  in  my  hearing,  to  fix  the 
time  when  his  tranflation  will  ap¬ 
pear. 

I  flatter  myfelf  you  will  not 
abandon  your  defign  of  vifiiing  Lon¬ 
don  next  winter;  as  I  R  ready  an¬ 
ticipate,  in  my  own  mind,  the 
advantages  which  1  fliall  derive 
from  fo  pleating  and  fo  honourable 
a  connection.  In  the  mean  while, 
i  fhould  efteem  ipyfelf  happy,  if 
you  could  think  of  any  literary 
commiflion,  in  the  execution  of 
which  1  might  be  ui’eful  to  you  at 
Pans,  where  I  pro  pole  to  ft  ay  till 
very  near  the  meeting  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Let  me,  for  mftance,  fuggeft 
an  enquiry,  which  cannot  be  indif¬ 
ferent  to  you,  and  which  might, 
perhaps,  be  within  my  reach.  A 
few  days  ago  1  dined  with  Beny- 
oufki,  the  famous  adventurer,  who 
e  leaped  from  his  exile  at  Kam- 
fcliatfka,  and  returned  into  Europe 
by  Japan  and  China.  His  narrative 
was  amufing,  though  1  know  not 
how  far  his  ver-acity,  in  point  of 
ckcumitanc.es,  may  fafely  be  trailed. 
It  was  his  original  deiign  to  pene¬ 
trate  through  the  North  Eaft 
PafTage ;  and  he  actually  followed 
the  coaft  of  Alia  as  high  as  the 
latitude  of  67°  35 y,  till  his  pro- 
grefs  was  flopped  by  the  ice,  in  a 
Straight  between  the  two  Conti- 
nents,  which  was  only  feven  leagues 
broad.  Thdnce  he  defcended  along 
the  coaft  of  America,  as  low  as 
Cape  Mendocin  ;  but  was  repulfed 
by  contrary  winds,  in  his  attempts 
to  re^ch  the  port  of  Acapulco.  The 

Journal 
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journal  of  his  voyage,  with  his  ori¬ 
ginal  charts,  is  now  at  Verfailles, 
in  the  Depot  des  Affaires  Etrangeres ; 
and  if  you  conceived  that  it  would 
be  of  any  ufe  to  you  for  a  fecond 
edition,  1  would  try  what  might 
be  obtained  :  though  I  am  not  ig¬ 
norant  of  that  mean  jealoufy  which 
you  yourfelf  have  experienced,  and 
4b  dei'ervedly  ftigmatiled.  I  am,  &c. 


Dr,  Robertfon  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

Sir, 

1  had  the  honour  of  your  obliging 
letter,  and  I  lliould  be  a  very  proud 
man  indeed,  if  I  were  not  vain  of 
the  approbation  which  you  are 
pleafed  to  bellow  upon  me.  As  you 
will  now  have  had  au  opportunity  to 
perufe  the  book,  which  you  had 
only  feen  when  you  wrote  to  me,  I 
indulge  myfelf  in  the  hopes  that  the 
favourable  opinion  you  had  formed 
of  it,  is  not  diminilhed.  I  am  much 
pleafed  with  your  mentioning  my 
friendfhip  with  Mr.  Hume  ;  1  have 
always  confidered  that  as  one  of  the 
moft  fortunate  and  honourable  cir- 
cumftances  of  my  life.  It  is  a  feli¬ 
city  of  the  age  and  country  in  which 
yre  live,  that  men  of  letters  can  en¬ 
ter  the  fame  walk  of  fcience,  and  go 
on  fuccefsfully,  without  feeling  one 
fentiment  of  envy  or  rivallhip.  In 
the  intercourfe  between  Mr.  Hume 
and  me,  we  always  found  fomethiqg 
to  Irfame ,  as  well*  as  fomething  to 
commend.  I  have  received  frequent¬ 
ly  very  Valuable  criticifms  on  my 
performances  from  him  ;  and  1  have 
fometimes  ventured  to  offer  him  my 
flri&ures  on  his  works.  Permit  me 
to  hope  for  the  fame  indulgence  from 
you.  If,  in  reading  the  Hillory  of 
America,  any  thing,  either  in  the 
matter  or  ftyle,  has  occurred  to  von 
Vql.  XXXVIII, 


as  reprehenfible,  -I  will  deem  it  a 
molt  obliging  favour  if  you  will 
communicate  it  freely  to  me.  I  am 
certain  of  profiting  by  luch  a  com¬ 
munication. 

I  return  you  thanks  for  your  frank 
offer  of  executing  any  literary  com- 
miffion  for  me.  1  accept  of  it  with¬ 
out  ceremonv,  and  am  battered  with 
the  idea  of  receiving  fuch  aid  from 
your  hands.  1  know  nothing  of 
Benyoulkfs  Adventures,  but  what 
was  publilhed  in  fome  newfpaper. 
If  one  can  rely  on  his  veracity,  what 
he  relates  mull  be  very  interefling 
to  me.  If  you  had  been  writing  the 
Hillory  of  America,  the  quellion 
concerning  the  mode  of  peopling  it, 
might  not  perhaps  have  occupied 
your  attention  very  much.  But  it 
was  proper  for  me  to  confider  it 
more  fully.  Benyoulki  (if  he  may 
be  credited)  has  feen  what  it  may 
be  ufeful  for  me  to  know.  I  can  fee 
no  reafon  why  the  court  of  France 
lliould  be  Ihy  about  communicating 
his  journal,  and  the  charts  which 
illuftrate  it;  pollibly  my  name  may 
operate  fomewhat  towards  obtain¬ 
ing  a  copy  of  both;  your  interpofi- 
tion,  I  am  confident,  will  do  a  great 
deal.  It  will  be  very  illiberal  indeed, 
if  fuch  a  communication  were  re- 
fufed.  My  lord  Stormont  (by  whofe 
attention  I  have  been  much  honour¬ 
ed)  would  not  decline  to  give  his  aid, 
were  that  neceffary.  But  if  your 
court  refembles  that  of  Spain,  I  am 
afraid  every  propofal  from  an  am- 
baflador  is  received  with  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  jealoufy.  Your  own  private 
application  will,  I  apprehend,  be 
more  effedual.  As  it  is  probable 
that  a  fecond  edition  may  go  to  prefs 
early  in  the  winter,  it  will  add  to 
the  favour,  if  you  can  foon  inform 
me  concerning  the  fuccefs  of  your 
negotiation.  As  this  is  fomething 
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in  the  ftyle  of  the  corps  diplomatique , 
allow  me  to  recommend  one  of  its 
members  to  you.  Mr.  Fullarton, 
the  new  fecretary  of  the  embafiy,  is 
a  particular  friend  of  mine.  He  is 
a  young  man  of  fuch  qualities  both 
of  head  and  heart,  that  I  am  fure 
you  will  elteem  and  love  him .  Pleafe 
remember  me  to  him.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  with  great  refped. 
Your  obliged  humble  fervant, 
William  Robertson. 


Sir  William  Jones  to  Mr.  Gibbon. 

Lamb's  buildings,  June  30,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  more  than  once  fought, 
without  having  been  fo  fortunate  as 
to  obtain,  a  proper  opportunity  of 
thanking  you  very  lincercly  for  the 
elegant  compliment  which  you  pay 
me,  in  a  work  abounding  in  elegance 
of  all  kinds. 

My  Seven  Arabian  Poets  will  fe.e 
the  light  before  next  winter,  and  be 
proud  to  wait  upon  you  in  their 
Englifh  drefs.  Their  wild  produc¬ 
tions  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  be  thought 
interefling,  and  not  venerable  merely 
on  account  of  their  antiquity. 

In  the  mean  while,  let  me  requell 
you  to  honour  me  with  accepting  a 
copy  of  a  Law  Trad,  which  is  not 
yet  publifhed  :  the  fubjed  'is  fo  ge¬ 
nerally  important,  that  1  make  110 
apology  for  fending  you  a  profellional 
woik. 

You  mult  pardon  my  inveterate 
hatred  of  C.  Odtavianus,  bafely  fur- 
named  Anguflus.  I  feel  myfelf  un¬ 
able  to  forgive  the  death  of  Cicero, 
which,  if  he  did  not  promote,  he 
might  have  prevented.  Relides, 
even  Mecsenas  knew  the  cruelty 
of  his  difpofltion,  and  ventured  to 
reproach  him  with  it.  In  Ihort 
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I  have  not  chriftian  charity  fof 
him. 

With  regard  to  Afiatic  letters,  a 

neceflary  attention  to  my  profeffion 

will  compel  me  wholly  and  eternally 

to  abandon  them,  unlefs  Lord  North 

(to  whom  I  am  already’  under  no 

fmall  obligation)  lhould  think  me 

worthy  to  concur  in  the  improved 

adminiftration  of  jultice  in  Bengal, 

,  and  lhould  appoint  me  to  fupply  the 

vacancy  on  the  India  bench.  Were 

that  appointment  to  take  place  this 

year,  1  fliould  probably  travel,  for 

fpeed,  through  part  of  Egypt  and 

Arabia,  and  lhould  be  able,  in  my 

way,  to  procure  many  Ealtern  trad 3 

of  literature  and  jurifprudence.  I 

might  become  a  good  Mahomedan 

lawyer  before  I  reached  Calcutta. 

* 

and,  in  my  vacations,  lhould  find 
leilure  to  explain,  in  my  native  lan¬ 
guage,  whatever  the  Arabs,  Perfians, 
and  Turks,  have  written  on  fcience, 
hillory,  and  the  fine  arts. 

My  happinefs  by  no  means  de¬ 
pends  on  obtaining  this  appoint¬ 
ment,  as  I  am  in  ealy  circumftances 
without  my  profelfion,  and  have  flat¬ 
tering  profpeds  in  it;  but  if  the 
prelent  lurnmer  and  the  enfuing  au¬ 
tumn  elapfe  without  my  receiving 
any  anfvver,  favourable  or  unfavour¬ 
able,  I  fh all  be  forced  to  confider 
that  lilence  as  a  polite  refufal,  and 
having  given  fincere  thanks  for  pall 
favours,  fliall  entirely  drop  all 
thoughts  of  Afia,  and,  “  deep  as  ever 
“  plummet  founded,  ihall  drown  my 
“  P erf. an  books."  If  my  politics 
have  given  offence,  it  would  be  man¬ 
ly  in  minilters  to  tell  me  fo.  I  fliall 
never  be  perf anally  hoftile  to  them, 
nor  enlift  under  party  banners  of  any 
colour;  but  X  will  never  refign  my 
opinions  for  interejl,  though  I  would 
cheerfully  abandon  them  on  convic¬ 
tion*  My  reafon,  fuch  as  it  is,  can 

only 
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only  be  controlled  by  better  reafon, 
to  which  I  am  ever  open.  As  to 
my  freedom  of  thought,  fpeech,  and 
action,  I  fhall  ever  fay  what  Charles 
XU.  wrote  under  the  map  of  Riga, 
‘  ‘  Dieu  rr).e  Pa  d ounce ;  le  diuble  ne 
“  me  Potera  pas.”  But  the  fair  an- 
fwer  to  this  objedion  is,  that  my 
fyftem  is  purely  fpeculative,  and  has 
no  relation  to  my  feat  on  the  bench 
in  India,  where  I  fhould  hardly  think 
of  inftruciing  the  Gentoos  m  the 
maxims  of  the  Athenians.'  I  believe 
I  fhould  not  have  troubled  you  with 
this  letter,  if  I  did  not  fear  that  your 
attendance  in  parliament  might  de¬ 
prive  me  of  the  pleafure  of  meeting 
you  at  the  club  next  Tuefday  ;  and 
1  fhall  go  to  Oxford  a  few  days  after. 
At  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  I  fhall 
ever  be,  with  undilfembled  regard, 
dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged  and 
faithful  fervant. 

W.  Jones. 


Mr.  Gibbon  to  Lord  ****** 

Ro/le*,  February  23,  1 793- 
My  Lord, 

1  do  not  merely  congratulate  your 
lordfhip’s  promotion  to  an  office 
which  your  abilities  have  long  de¬ 
fer  ved.  My  fatisfadion  does  not 
arife  from  an  afTUrance  of  the  wifdom 
and  vigour  which  adminiftration  will 
derive  from  the  fupport  of  fo  refped- 
able  an  ally.  But  as  a  friend  to 
government  in  general,  I  moft  fin- 
cerely  rejoice  that  you  are  now 
armed  in  the  common  caufe  againft 
fhe  moft  dangerous  fanatics  that 
have  ever  invaded  the  peace  of  Eu¬ 
rope;  againft  the  new  barbarians, 
who  labour  to  confound  the  order 
Khd  happinefs  of  lociety;  and  who, 


in  the  opinion  of  thinking  men,  are 

not  lefs  the  enemies  of  fubjeds  than 

of  kings.  The  hopes  of  the  wife 

and  good  are  now  fixed  on  the  fuc- 

cefs  of  England  ;  and  1  am  p'erfuad- 

ed,  that  my  perfonal  attachment  to 

your  lordfhip  will  be  amply  gratified 

by  the  important  fhare  which  your 

counfels  will  afiurne  in  that  fuccefs. 

I  could  wifh  that  fome  of  vour  former 
• 

afl'ociates  poffefted  fufficient  ftrength 
of  mind  to  extricate  themfelves  from 
the  toils  of  prejudice  and  party  ;  but 
I  grieve  that  a  man,  whom  it  is  im- 
pbffible  for  me  not  to  love  and  ad¬ 
mire,  fhould  refufe  to  obey  the  voice 
of  his  country ;  and  I  begin  to  fear, 
that  the  powerful  genius  of  Mr.  *  * 
in  fie  ad  of  being  ufeful,  will  be  ad- 
verfe  to  the  public  fervice.  At  this 
momentous  crifis  we  fhould  enlift  our 
whole  force  of  virtue,  ability,  and 
fpirit;  and  without  any  view  to  his 
private  advantage,  I  could  wifh  that 
******  might  be  properly  ftation- 
ed  in  fome  part  of  the  line. 

Mr.  Neckar,  in  whofe  houfe  I  am 
now  refiding  on  a  vifit  of  fome  days, 
wifhes  me  to  exprefs  the  fentiments 
of  efteem  and  confideration  which 
he  entertains  for  your  lordfhip’s 
character.  As  a  friend  to  the  inte- 
reft  of  mankind,  he  is  warmly  at-' 
tached  to  the  welfare  of  Great 
Britain,  which  he  has  long  revered 
as  the  firft,  and  perhaps  as  the  laft 
afylum  of  general  liberty.  His  late 
eloquent  work,  Du  Pouvoir  Execu - 
tij\  which  your  lordfhip  lias  affuredly 
read,  is  a  valuable  teftimony  of  his 
efteem  for  our  rionititution ;  and  the 
teftimony-ef  a  fagacious  and  impar¬ 
tial  ftranger  may  have  taught  fome 
of  our  countrymen  to  value  the  po¬ 
litical  bleflings  which  they  have 
been  tempted  to  defpife. 


*  A  town  bctvyeeu  Laufsnne  and  Geneva,  where  Mr.  Neckar  then  refided. 
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I  cherifli  a  lively  hope  of  being  in 
England,  and  of  paying  my  refpects 
to  your  lordlhip  before  the  end  of  the 
iummer  but  the  events  of  the  year 
are  fo  uncertain,  and  the  lea  and 
land  are  encoropalled  with  fo  many 
difficulties  and  dangers,  that  I  am 
doubtful  whether  it  will  be  practica¬ 
ble  for  me  to  execute  my  purpofe.- 
I  am,  my  lord,  molt  relpettfully,  and 
your  lordlhip  will  permit  me  to  add, 
molt  affectionately,  your  molt  faithful 
humble  fervant.  '  , 


To  John  D — ■ — ,  Efqiiire. 

Frcm  the  London  Chronicle. 

Sir, 

WHEN  we  view  with  admiration 
the  growing  excellence  of  a  public 
character,  it  is  difficult  to  confine 
our  praile  within  the  narrow  bounds 
of  a  private  circle.  We  naturally 
with  to  communicate  the  lively  im- 
preffions  of  our  own  minds  in  a 
more  extenfive  manner,  and  we  are 
folicitous  that  the  object  of  our  ap- 
plaufe  Ihould  him  fell'  be  confcious 
how  julily  we  appreciate  his  me¬ 
rits. 

Such,  fir,  are  the  reafons  which 
induce  me  to  trouble  you  with  this 
addrefs ;  and  I  am  hill  farther  in¬ 
cited  to  it  by  the  hope  of  being  able 
to  offer  fome  hints,  of  which  you 
may  not  dildain  to  avail  yourfelf  in 
future. 

Your  Heady  fupport  of  that  ufeful 
branch  of  commerce,  the  Have  trade, 
ffirlt  attracted  my  elteern;  your 
having  been  the  author  of  the  dog 
tax,  confirms  and  heightens  my  re¬ 
verence  for  your  talents  and  virtues. 
What  can  be  more  reafonable  than 
that  the  icum  and  drofs  of  the  hu- 
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man  fpecies  Ihould  be  made  in  every 
poffible  way  ufeful  to  their  fuperiors  ? 
and  what  can  be  more  neceflary  thair 
that  the  lower  order  of  dogs  Ihould 
be  utterly  extirpated,  as  a  fet  of 
noxious  and  execrable  vermin  ? 

I  will  not  run  the  rifle  of  being 
fufpeded  of  flattery,  by  enlarging  on 
the  torrent  of  eloquence  you  let 
loofe  upon  the  Senate  in  your  philip¬ 
pic  againft  that  odious  race ;  but 
will  only  obferve  by  the  way,  that 
fome  of  the  entertaining  hiftories 
you  detailed  on  the  fubjedt  of  dogs 
may  fuggeft  an  improvement  on  our 
criminal  proceffes  with  regard  to 
other  offenders.  Hanging  a  dog  by 
the  heels,  previous  to  performing 
the  fame  operation  on  his  other  ex¬ 
tremity,  was  a  molt  happy  expedi¬ 
ent,  and  I  think  might  be  pradtifed 
with  great  fuccefs  on  culprits,  who 
might  be  fufpedted  of  having  com¬ 
mitted  depredations  on  apple-ftalls, 
cherry-orchards,  or  ftrawberry-gar- 
dens.  The  evidence  thus  collected, 
has  the  peculiar  advantage  of  being 
abfolutely  infallible  ;  and  this  mode 
of  obtaining  it  is  vaftly  more  cheap 
and  eafv  than  having  recourfe  to 
warm  water,  camomile,  or  ipeca¬ 
cuanha. 

But  to  return  to  the  dogs.  I  have 
no  observations  to  make  on  thofe 
privileged  orders,  the  fox-hound, 
harrier,  pointer,  fpaniel,  and  lady’s 
lap-dog  ;  or  by  whatever  other  titles 
they  may  be  diftinguilhed,  who  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  pleaful es  of  the  great. 
Thefe  of  cotirle  will  be  paid  for,  and 
confequently  efcape  our  Sicilian 
vefpers.  But  I  cannot  fufficiently 
praife  the  noble  firmnels  that  dic¬ 
tates  the  facrifice  of  all  the  reft. 
Some  ftatefmen  would  perhaps  have 
had  the  weaknefs  to  have  permitted 
every  poor  family  to  have  retained 
a  fingle  dog,  under  the  ridiculous 

pretence 
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pretence  that  he  was  the  guard  of 
his  cottage ,  the  only  friend  a  pour 
man  can  ufually  hoaji ,  a  humble  but 
grateful  dependant ,  whofe  attachment 
is  unceafmg ,  not  to  be  jhaken  even  by 
unkindnefs  itfelf \ 

It  would  be  mere  wafte  of  time, 
fir,  to  attempt  to  combat  fuch  idle 
notions.  Would  not  a  leveret  now 
and  then  be  picked  up  by  thefe  un¬ 
qualified  ftragglers  ?  Would  not  our 
horfes  ftill  be  annoyed  by  the  yelp¬ 
ings  of  ihefg  deteltable  curs?  If  a 
gentleman  happens  to  have  a  habit 
of  fitting  a  little  loolely  on  his  lad¬ 
die,  Ihould  we  not  fiill  be  expofed 
to  the  molt  unpleafaqt  catafirophes  ? 

I  fay  nothing  of  the  provifions  which 
will  be  laved  by  this  Septembrifing 
fyltem,  as  I  fear  we  have,  in  fact, 
not  much  to  hope  for  on  that  lcore. 
The  luxuries  of  fileep’s  heads  and 
plucks  belong  to  beings  of  a  higher 
ciafs.  tThe  peeling  of  a  potatoe,  or 
the  rind  of  a  morfei  of  bacon,  are 
the  molf  exquifite  dainties,  which 
falls  to  the  lhare  of  thefe  fcavengers 
of  nature.  But  the  inconveniences 
before  mentioned  are  fo  vexatious 
and  fo  intolerable,  that  I  firall  view 
the  day  when  thefe  victim's  are  all 
Twinging  before  their  doors  with  the 
glee  of  a  Jefferies  or  a  Kirke. 

In  one  inllance  only,  fir,  allow  me 
to  fay,  has  the  milkinefs  of  your 
nature  milled  you  from  the  firaight 
path  of  propriety.  Why  Ihould  rhe 
blind  man’s  dog  be  exempted  from 
the  general  reform  ?  If  this  falutary 
regulation  takes  place,  with  regard 
to  him  alfo,  fome  lucky  river  or  fifii- 
pond  would  probably  give  the  beg¬ 
gar  liimfelf  a  comfortable  quietus, 
and  thus  two  grievances  would  he 
got  rid  of  at  the  fame  time.  This 
would  certainly  be  a  confiderable 
faving  to  fome  parifhes,  but  would 
do  liitle  in  a  general  point  of  view 


towards  lefiening  the  wafie  of  pa¬ 
vilions;  much  however  might  he 
done,  if  government  could  be  l'pur- 
red  on  to  a  due  degree  of  fpirit  or 
activity.- 

If  there  be  an  animal  more  trou-' 
blelome  than  the  dogs  of  the  rabble, 
it  is  the  two-legged  brute  who  calls 
himfelt  his  mailer.  There  may  be 
good  realons  for  not  including  the 
whole  tribe  in  the  fame  prol'cription 
with  their  dogs ;  but  i’urely  good 
policy  mull  teach  us  to  prevent  the 
breed  from  becoming  alarmingly 
numerous.  From  the  very  egg  fneli 
they  are  a  pelt  to  civilized  iociety. 
To  mention  one  example  only.  .The 
barking  of  the  mongrel  does  not 
difconceri  the  Heady  progrefs  of 
your  ride  more  difagreeably,  than 
the  knot  of  ragged-tailed  imps  you 
meet  with  rolling  in  tire  roads  befoi-e 
every  hut  you  pajs,  efpecially  if  the 
young  lavages  take  it  into  their 
heads  to  be  refpeCtful,  in  which  cafe 
they  ufually  throw  an  awkward 
bow  full  at  the  head  of  your  horfe. 
Many  a  grave  citizen  has  meafured 
his  length  in  the  duft  from  this 
caufe.  The  lives,  fir,  of  his  Majeftv’s 
decently  drefled  fubje&s  are  not  to 
be  fported  with,  or  their  clothes 
fpoiled  in  this  manner. 

The  opinions  of  a  celebrated  poli¬ 
tical  writer  of  the  laft  age,  who  pub- 
lilhed  what  he  aptly  called  u  A  mo- 
“  deft  Propofal  to  the  Public,”  are 
pretty  generally  known.  He  there¬ 
in  propoles,  that  the  brats  of  the 
poor  in  our  filler  kingdom  Ihould  be 
provided  for,  by  introducing  a  new 
dilh  to  all  fafhionable  tables,  recom¬ 
mending  yearling  infants  as  very 
excellent  fubje£ts  for  roafis,  Hews, 
ragouts,  and  fricalees.  There  is 
great  merit  in  this  fcheme;  but  as 
1  never  heard  it  has  been  pradifed 
to  any  great  extent,  either  in  Ireland, 
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or  even  in  France,  where  cookery 
has  been  fuppofed  to  haye  reached 
the  acme  of  perfection,  I  conceive 
that  upon  trial  this  kind  of  provifion 
was  not  found  to  be  fuperior  to 
lamb,  kid,  fucking  pigs,  or  the  other 
idual  refourees  of  the  culinary  art. 
The  original  project  mult  be  aban¬ 
doned. 

Dog- kennels  are  neverthelefs  Itill 
open  to  us.  I  have  been  informed 
from  good  authority,  that  horfe-flefh 
ufe d  for  their  food,  efpecially  when 
it  acquires  too  high  a  degree  of  the 
fumet,  is  not  favourable  to  their  ex¬ 
ertions  in  fnuffing  up  the  fcent. 

A  worthy  young  Nabob,  famous 
in  the  annals  of  gallantry,  was  fo 
flrongly  convinced  of  this,  that  he 
drew  on  him  felt  the  clamour  of  the 
frugal  houfewives  of  a  neighbouring 
town,  by  occafionally  buying  up  all 
the  veal  in  the  market,  to  fatisfy 
the  liomachs  of  his  fox-hounds, 
without  difparaging  their  nofes. 

How  obvious  therefore,  fir,  is  the 
idea  of  obliging  every  parilh  to  fur- 


nilh  a  certain  quota  of  children, 
fufficient  for  the  confumption  of 
every  kennel  in  the  nation,  the 
owners  of  which  fhould  be  compel¬ 
led  to  take  out  an  annual  licence  at 
an  office  kept  in  each  county-town; 
after  receiving  which,  and  painting 
011  theJ  front  of  the  building,  “  Li- 
“  cenfedto  eat  children”  they  might 
be  fupplied  at  an  adjoining  repofitory 
with  any  quantity  of  this  innocent 
fubfiitute  for  Ikeleton  polt-horles 
and  murrainecl  cattle;  and  as  the 
fize  of  the  former  is  much  more 
manageable,  they  might  be  ufed 
frefli  and  frefii  without  the  fmalleft 
inconvenience.  I  have  not  the  lead 
doubt  but  this  fcheme  will  be  eager- 

u 

ly  adopted,  and  thereby  the  revenue 
will  be  increafed,  provifions  become 
more  plentiful,  the  poor's  rate  low¬ 
ered,  nuifances'  removed,  and  the 
noble  fcience  of  planting  improved 
to  a  degree  hitherto  unknown. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Mi  so  cub. 


1 
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ODE  for  the  New  Year. 

;  *  .  '  *  i 

By  H.  J.  Pye,  efq.  poet  laureat. 

i  s  V  i. 

,  '  I. 

WHIERE  is  immortal  Virtue's  meed, 

Th’  unfading  wreath  of  true  renown, 

Beft  recompence  by  Heaven  decreed 
For  all  the  cares  that  wait  a  crown ; 

If  Induftry,  with  anxious  zeal, 

Still  watchful  o’er  the  Public  Weal ; 

If  equal  Juftice’  awful  arm, 

Temper’d  by  Mercy’s  feraph  charm, 

Are  ineffectual  to.  afluage 
Remorfelefs  Faction’s  harpy  rage? 

But  the  fell  Daemons,  urg’d  by  Hell’s  beheft. 

Threaten,  with  frantic  arm,  the  royal  Patriot’s  breaft ! 

II. 

Yet,  not,  Imperial  George,  at  thee, 

Was  the  rude  bolt  of  Malice  fped, 

E’en  fiends  that  Crown  with  rev’rence  fee 

Where  Virtue  confecrates  th’  anointed  head— 

No — at  thy  bofom’s  fondeft  claim, 

Thy  Britain’s  peace,  their  fhafts  they  aim. 

Pale  Envy,  while  o’er  half  the  world 
War’s  bloody  banners  are  unfurl’d, 

Beheld  our  coafts  from  ravage  free, 

Protected  by  the  guardian  fea, 

Where  Commerce  fpreads  her  golden  ftores, 

Where  fleets  waft  triumph  to  our  fliores : 

She  faw,  and  fick’ning  at  the  fight, 

Wifh’d  the. fair  profpeCt  of  our  hopes  to  blight; 

Sought  out  the  object  of  our  deareft  care, 

Found  where  we  moft  could  feel,  and  try’d  to  wound  us  there. 

M  4  III.  The 
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III. 

The  broken  (haft  that  coward  Malice  rear'd 
Shall  to  thy  fame  eternal  ludre  give, 

Infcribe  on  Hift’ry’s  page  thy  name  rever’d. 

And  bid  it  there  with  endlefs  blazon  ljve. 

For  there  our  fons'  remoteft  race, 

In  deathlefs  characters,  (hail  trace 
How  Britain's  baffled  foes  proclaim'd  their  hate, 

And  deem'd  her  Monarch's  life  the  bulwark  of  the  flat©. 

>-  * 

IV. 

Now  drike  a  livelier  chord— This  happy  day, 

Seleded  from  the  circling  year 
To  celebrate  a  name  to  Britain  dear, 

From  Britain’s  fons  demands  a  fefrive  lay. 

Mild  Sovereign  of  our  Monarch's  foul, 

Whole  eye’s  meek  radiance  can  controul 
The  pow’rs  of  Care  and  grace  a  throne 
With  each  calm  joy  to  life  domellic  known, 

Propitious  Heav'n  has  o’er  thy  head 
Blolfoms  of  richer  fragrance  died 
Than  all  th’  afliduous  Mufe  can  bring, 

Cull’d  from  the  honey’d  dores  of  Spring: 

For  fee,  amid  wild  Winter’s  hours 
A  Bud  its  111  ken  folds  difplay, 

Sweeter  than  all  the  chalic’d  flow’rs 
That  crown  thine  own  ambrofial  May, 

O  may  thy  fmiles,  bled  infant,  prove 
Omens  of  concord,  and  of  love  ! 

,Bid  the  loud  drains  of  martial  triumph  ceafe, 

And  tune  to  lofter  mood  the  warbling  reed  of  Peace. 


ODE  on  his  Majesty’s  Birth-Day.  By  Henry  James  Pye,  e fg. 

„  Poet  Laureat.  * 


I. 


WHERE  are  the  vows  the  Mufes  breath’d. 
That  Difcord’s  fatal  reign  might  ceafe? 
Where  all  the  blooming  flow’rs  they  wreath’d, 

To  bind  the  placid  brow  of  Peace; 

Whofe  angel-form,  with  radiant  beam, 

Pictur’d  in  Fancy’s  fairy-dream, 

Seem’d  o’er  Europa’s  ravag’d  land, 

Prompt  to  extend  her  influence  bland, 

Calm  the  rude  clangors  of  the  martial  lay, 

And  hail  with  gentler  note  our  monarch’s  natal  day? 


II.  For, 


t 
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u  ,  *  \  t. 

II. 

Fer,  lo  !  on  yon  devoted  fhore, 

Still  through  the  bleeding  ranks  of  war, 

His  burning  axles  fteep’d  in  sore, 

Ambition  drives  his  iron  car. 

Still  his  eyes,  in  fury  roll’d, 

Glare  on  fields  by  arms  overrun; 

Still  his  hands  rapacious  hold 
Spoils  injurious  inroad  won; 

And,  fpurning  with  indignant  frown 
The  fober  olive’s  proffer’d  crown, 

Bids  the  brazen  trumpet’s  breath 
Swell  the  terrific  blaft  of  deftiny  and  death. 

III. 

Shrinks  Britain  at  the  found?  Though,  while  her  eye 
O’er  Europe’s  defolated  plains  the  throws,  J 
Slow  to  avenge,  and  mild  in  yidtory, 

She  mourns  the  dreadful  fcene  of  war  and  woes  * 
Yet,  if  the  foe,  misjudging,  read 
Difmay  in  Pity’s  gentleft  deed, 

And,  conftruing  mercy  into  fear,  * 

The  blood-ffain’d  arm  of  battle  rear, 

By  infult  rouf’d  in  juft  refentment  warm, 

She  frowns  defiance  on  the  threat’ning  ftormj 
And,  far  as  Ocean’s  billows  roar. 

By  ev’ry  wave-encircled  thore, 

/  From  where  o’er  icy  feas  the  gaunt  wolf  roves. 

To  coafts  perfumed  by  aromatic  groves ; 

As  proudly  to  the  ambient  Iky 
In  filken  folds  her  mingled  erodes  fly ; 

The  foothing  voice  of  Peace  is  drown’d 
Awhile  in  war’s  tumultuous  found. 

And  ftrains,  from  Glory’s  awful  clarion  blown, 

Float  in  triumphant  peal  around  Britannia’s  throne. 


Fo  a  beautiful  Spring  in  a  Village.  From  Poems  by  S.  T.  Coleridge. 


ONCE  more,  fweet  ftream,  with  flow  foot 
I  blefs  thy  milky  waters,  cold  and  clear 
Lfcap’d  the  flafliing  of  the  noontide  hours. 
With  one  frelh  garland  of  Pierian  flowers 
(Ere  from  thy  Zephyr-haunted  brink  I  turn), 
My  languid  hand  {hall  wreath  thy  mofiy  urn ; 
For,  not  through  pathlefs  grove  with  murnjur 
1  hou  foo theft  the  fad  wood-nymph  Solitude  : 


wand’ring  mar, 


rude, 
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Nor  thine,  unfeen  in  cavern-depths  to  dwell, 

The  Hermit-fountain  of  fome  dripping  cell !  — 

Pride  of  the  vale,  thy  ufeful  ft  reams  fupply 
The  fcatter’d  cots  and  peaceful  hamlet  nigh. 

The  Elfin  tribe  around  thy  friendly  banks, 

With  infant  uproar  and  foul  foothing  pranks, 

Releas’d  from  fchool,  their  little  hearts  at  reft., 

Launch  paper  navies  on  thy  wavelefs  breaft. 

The  Ruftic  here  at  eve,  with  penfive  look 
Whittling  lorn  ditties,  leans  upon  his  crook. 

Or,  ftarting  paufes  with  liope-mingled  dread, 

To  lift  the  much-lov’d  maid’s  accuftom’d  tread : 

She  vainly  mindful  of  her  dame’s  command, 

Loiters — the  lcng-fill’d  pitcher  in  her  hand. 

'Unboaftful  ftream,  thy  fount  with  pebbled  fails 
The  faded  form  of  paft  delight  recalls, 

What  time  the  morning  fun  of  Hope  arofe, 

And  all  was  joy,  fave  when  another’s  woes 
A  iranlient  gloom  upon  my  foul  impreft — 

Like  paffing  clouds  impictur’d  on  thy  breaft  ? 

Life’s  current  then  ran  fparkling  to  the  noon, 

Or,  ftlv’ry  ftole  beneath  the  penlive  moon. 

Ah,  now  it  works  rude  brakes  and  thorns  among— 

Or,  o’er  the  rough  rock  burfts,  and  foams  along  1 

The  Sigh.  From  the  fame . 

S  '  f  *  $  /  'v 

WHEN  youth  his  fairy  reign  began, 

Ere  Sorrow  had  proclaim’d  me  man  j 
While  peace  the  prefent  hour  beguil’d, 

And  all  the  lovely  profpeH  fmil’d 
Then  Mahy,  mid  my  lightfome  glee, 

I  heav’d  the  painlefs  Sigh  for  thee. 

And  when  along  the  waves  of  woe 
My  harafs’d  heart  was  doom’d  to  know 
The  frantic  burft  of  outrage  keen, 

And  the  (low  pang  that  gnaws  unfeen ; 

Then  fhipwreck’d  on  life’s  ftormy  fea 
I  heav’d  an  anguilh’d  sigh  for  thee. 

But  foon  Reflexion’s  power  impreft 
A  fuller  fadnefs  on  my  breaft, 

And  fickly  Hope,  with  waning  eye, 

Was  well  content  to  droop  and  die, 

1  yielded  to  the  ftern  decree, 

Yet  heav’d  a  languid  sigh  for  the®. 

Ana, 
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And,  tho’  in  diftant  climes  to  roam, 
A  wanderer  from  my  native  home  ; 

I  fain  would  loothe  the  ienie  of  care, 
And  lull  to  deep  the  joys  that  were, 
Thy  image  may  not  banifli’d  be, 

Still  Mary,  It  ill  I  sigh  for  thee. 


The  Kiss.  From  the  fame . 

ONE  kifs,  dear  maid !  I  faid  and  figh’d— 
Your  fcorn  the  little  boon  deny’d. 

Ah  why  refute  the  blamelefs  blifs  3 
Can  danger  lurk  within  a  kifs  r 

Yon  viewlefs  wanderer  of  the  vale, 

The  fpirit  of  the  weftern  gale, 

At  Morning's  break,  at  Evening’s  clofe. 
Inhales  the  fweetnefs  of  the  Role, 

And  hovers  o’er  the  uninjur'd  bloom, 

Sighing  back  the  foft  perfume. 

Vigor  to  the  Zephyr’s  wing 
Her  Ne6tar-breathing  kifles  fling; 

And  He  the  glitter  of  the  Dew 
Scatters  on  the  Jtofe’s  hue. 

Bafhful,  lo  !  the  lifts  her  head, 

And  darts  a  blufli  of  deeper  red. 

Too  well  thofe  lovely  lips  difclofe 
The  triumphs  of  the  opening  Rofe  ; 

O  fair !  O  graceful !  bid  them  prove 
As  paffive  to  the  breath  of  Love. 

In  tender  accents',  faint  and  low, 

Well  pleas’d  I  hear  the  whifper’d  u  No  !” 

The  whifper’d  “  No!” — how  little  meant! 
Sweet  fallhehood  that  endears  content ! 

For  on  thofe  lovely  lips  the  while 
Dawns  the  foft  relenting  fmile, 

And  tempts  with  feign’d  difluafion  coy 
*  The  gentle  violence  of  Joy. 


I  k  \ 
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LEX  or;  a.  A  Ballad  from  Biirger.  From  the  Monthly  Ma 

A  I  break  of  day,  \vith  frightful  dreams 
Lenora  ftruggled  fore : 

My  William,  art  thou  flaine,  fay’d  die, 

Or  doft  thou  love  hq  more  ? 


He  went  abroade  with  Richard’s  hoft, 

The  Paynim  foes  to  quell ; 

But  he  no  word  to  her  had  writt. 

An  he  were  fick  or  well. 

With  foyrne  of  trump  and  beat  of  drum, 

His  lellow  foldyers  come  ; 

Their  helmes  bydeckt  with  oaken  boughs. 
They  leeke  their  long’d-for  home. 

And  ev’ry  rpade,  and  ev’ry  lane, 

Was  full  of  old  and  young, 

To  gaze  at  the  rejoicing  band, 

To  hail  with  gladfome  toung. 

a  Thank  God  !”  their  wives  and  children  faide 
“  Welcome  !”  the  brides  did  faye  :  * 

But  greete  or  kifs  Lenora  gave 

To  none  upon  that  daye.  < 

She  alkte  of  all  the  palling  traine, 

For  him  die  wifht  to  fee: 

But  none  of  all  the  palling  traine 
Could  tell  if  lived  hee. 

And  when  the  foldyers  all  were  bye, 

She  tore  her  raven  haire, 

And  caft  herfelf  upon  the  growne 
In  furious  defpaire. 

Her  mother  ran  and  lyfte  her  up, 

And  clafped  in  her  arnie, 
s;  My  child,  my  child,  what  doll  thou  ail? 

“  God  Ihield  thy  life  from  harm!” 

O  mother,  mother!  William’s  gone! 

“  What’s  a1!  befjde  to  me? 

There  is  no  mercy e,  fure,  above! 

“  All,  all  were  fpar’d  but  hee!’’ 

u  Kneel  downe,  thy  paternoder  faye, 

“  ’T  will  calm  thy  troubled  fpright : 

“  The  Lord  is  wyfe,  the  Lord  is  good;  . 

“  What  hee  hath  done  is  right.” 
i  “  O  mother. 


a  O  mother,  mother  !  fay  not  fo  ; 

“  Moft  cruel  is  my  fate  : 

“  J  Pra)’de,  and  prayde;  but  watte  avayl’d  K 
44  ;Tis  now,  alas !  too  late.” 

u  Our  Heavenly  Father, -if  we  praye, 

44  Will  help  a  fuff  ring  childe  : 

“4  Go  take  the  holy  facrament; 

“  So  fliall  thy  grief  grow  milde.” 

u  O  mother,  what  I  feel  within, 

44  No  facrament  can  ffaye  ; 

44  No  facrament  can  teache  the  dead 
44  To  bear  the  fight  of  daye.” 

44  May  be,  among  the  heathen  folk 
44  Thy  William  falfe  doth  prove,  v 
44  And  puts  away  his  faith  and  troth, 

44  And  takes  another  love. 

44  Then  wherefore  forrow  for  his  lofs  ? 

44  Thy  moans  are  all  in  vain : 

44  And  when  his  foul  and  body  parte, 

44  His  falfehod^e.  brings  him  paine  ” 

44  O  mother,  mother !  gone  is  gone ; 

44  My  hope  is  all  forlorne  ; 

44  The  grave  mie  onlye  lafeguard  is — - 
44  0,  had  I  ne’er  been  borne! 

44  Go  out,  go  out,  my  lampe  of  life; 

44  In  griilie  darknefs  die: 

44  There  is  no  mercy e,  fure,  above  ! 

44  For  ever  let  me  lie,” 

44  Almighty  God  !  O  do  not  judge 
44  My  poor  unhappy  childe  ; 

44  She  knows  not  what  her  lips  pronounce, 

44  Her  anguifh  makes  her  wilde. 

44  My  girl,  forget  thine  earthly  woe, 

44  And  think  on  God  and  blifs ; 

44  For  fo,  at  leaft,  fhall  not  thy  fouls 
44  Its  heavenly  bridegroom  mils.” 

44  O  mother,  mother  !  what  is  bliffe, 

44  And  what  the  fiendis"  celle  ? 

44  With  him,  his  heaven  any  where, 

44  Without  my  William,  belle. 
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“  Go  out,  go  out,  my  lamp  of  life ; 

44  In  endleis  darknefs  die  : 

44  Without  him  I  rauft  loathe  the  earth, 

44  Without  him  lcorne  the  fkye." 

And  fo  defpaire  did  rave  and  rage 
Athwarte  her  boiling  veins  ; 

Againft  the  Providence  of  God 
She  hurlde  her  impious  itrains. 

She  bet  her  breafte,  and  wrung  her  hands, 

And  rollde  her  tearlefle  eye, 

From  rife  of  morne,  till  the  pale  liars 
Again  did  fieeke  the  Ikye. 

When  harke  !  abroade  flie  hearde  the  trampe 
Of  nimble -hoofed  tt'eed  ; 

She  hearde  a  knighte’  with  clatike  alighte, 

And  climb  the  itaire  in  fpeede. 

And  foon  Hie  herde  a  tinkling  hande, 

That  twirled  at  the  pin; 

And  thro'  her  door,  that  open'd  not, 

Thefe  words  were  breathed  in. 

44  What !  what  ho !  thy  dore  undoe ; 

44  Art  watching  or  alleepe? 

44  My  love,  dofi  yet  remember  mee, 

44  And  doft  thou  laugh  or  weep  ?” 

“  Ah  !  William  here  fo  late  at  night! 

44  Oh  !  I  have  watchte  and  wak’d : 

44  Whence  doft  thou  come  ?  For  thy  return 
44  My  herte  has  forely  ak'd." 

xi  At  midnight  only  we  ma}7  ride  ; 

“  I  come  o’er  land  and  lea: 

44  I  mounted  late,  but  foone  1  go; 

44  Aryfe,  and  come  with  me." 

44  O  William,  enter  fir  ft  my  bowre, 

44  And  give  me  one 'embrace  : 

44  The  blafts  athwarte  the  hawthorne  liifs; 

44  Awayte  a  little  fpace." 

44  Tho'  blafts  athwarte  the  hawthorne  liifs, 

44  I  may  not  harboure  here  ; 

44  My  fpurre  is  ftiarpe,  my  courfer  pawes1, 

44  My  houre  of  flighte  is  nere. 


44  All 
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“  All  as  thou  lyeft  upon  thy  couch, 

“  Aryfe,  and  mount  behinde ; 

“  To-night  we’le  ride  a  thoufand  miles, 

“  The  bridal  bed  to  finde.” 

“  How,  ride  to-night  a  thoufand  miles  ? 

“  Thy  love  thou  doft  bemocke  : 

“  Eleven  is  the  ftroke  that  ftill 
“  Rings  on  within  the  clocked 

“  Looke  up  ;  the  moone  is  bright,  and  we 
“  Outftride  the  earthlie  men 
“  1T1  take  thee  to  the  bridal  bed, 

“  And  night  dial!  end  but  then.” 

“  And  where  is,  then,  thy  houfe  and  home ; 

“  And  where  thy  bridal  bed?” 

“  ;Tis  narrow,  lilent,  chilly,  dark ; 

“  Far  hence  I  reft  my  head.” 

i  .  i 

“  And  is  there  any  room  for  mee, 

“  Wherein  that  I  may  creepe?” 

H  There’s  room  enough  for  thee  and  mee, 

“  Wherein  that  we  may  fleepe. 

“  All  as  thou  ly’ft  upon  thy  couch, 

“  Aryfe,  no  logger  flop; 
u  The  wedding  guefts  thy  coming  waite, 

“  The  chamber  dore  is  ope.” 

All  in  her  farke,  as  there  Hie  lay, 

Upon  his  horfe  the  fprung; 

And  with  her  lilly  hands  fa  pale 
About  her  William  clung. 

And  hurry-lkurry  forth  they  goey 
Unheeding  wet  or  dr  ye  ; 

And  horfe  %nd  rider  fnort  and  blowe,. 

And  fparkling  pebbles  flye. 

Flow  fwift  the  flood,  the  mead,  the  wood, 
Aright,  aleft,  are  gone ! 

The  bridges  thunder  as  they  pafs, 

But  earthlie  fowne  is  none. 

Tramp,  tramp,  acrofs  the  land  they  fpesd; 

Splafli,  fplafh,  acrofs  the  fee  : 

“  Hurrah!  the  dead  can  ride  apace; 

“  Pgft  feare  to  ride  with  mee? 
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“  The  moone  is  bryghte,  and  blue  the  nyghte ; 

.  “  Doft  quake  the  blaft  to  ftem  ? 
u  Doft  drudder,  mayde,  to  feeke  the  dead  ? }f 
“  No,  no,  but  what  of  them  ? 

u  How  glumlie  fownes  yon  dirgye  fong  ! 

“  Night- ravens  flappe  the  wing. 

4  What  kneli  doth  dowlie  toll  ding  dong? 
u  The  pfalmes  of  death  who  fing  ? 

“  It  creeps,  the  fwarthie  funeral  traine, 

“  The  corfe  is  ono  the  beere  ; 
u  Like  croke  of  todes  from  lonely  moores; 

“  The  chaunt  doth  meet  the  eere.” 

“  Go,  bear  her  corfe  when  midnight’s  pad, 
u  With  fong,  and  tear,  and  wayle ; 

I’ve  gott  my  wife,  I  take  her  home, 

*£  My  howre  of  wedlocke  hayl. 

t  jf~  :  i  - 

iC  Lead  forth,  O  clarke,  the  chaunting  quire, 

<J  To  fwell  our  nuptial  fong  : 

4£  Come,  preade,  and  reade  the  bleffing  foone  9 
44  For  bed,  for  bed  we  long.” 

They  heede  his  calle,  and  hulht  the  fowne ; 

The  biere  was  feene  no  more ; 

And  folldwde  him  ore  feeld  and  dood 
Yet  fader  than  before. 

Halloo  !  halloo !  away  they  goe^ 

Unheeding  wet  dr  drye  ; 

And  horfe  and  rider  fnorte  and  blowe. 

And  fparkling  pebbles  dye. 

How  fwifte  the  hill,  how  fwifte  the  dale^  f 

Aright,  aleft,  are  gone  ! 

By  hedge  and  tree,  by  thorpe  and  towne, 

They  gallop,  gallop  on. 

Tramp,  tramp,  acrofs  the  land  they  fpeede ; 

Splafh,  fplafti,  acroffe  the  fee  : 

44  Hurrah  !  the  dead  can  ride  apace ; 

“  Doft  fear  to  ride  with  me  ? 

Look  up,  look  up,  an  airy  crewe 
44  In  roundel  daunces  reele : 

“  The  moon  is  bryghte,  and  blue  the  nyghtej 
44  Mayitdimlie  fee  them  wheele. 

u  Come 
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44  Come  to,  come  to,  ye  goftlie  crew 
44  Come  to,  and  follow  mee, 

“  And  daunce  for  us  the  wedding  daunce, 

44  When  we  in  bed  fhall  be." 

And  brulh,  brulh,  brufli,  the  goftlie  crew 
Come  wheeling  ore  their  heads, 

All  ruftling  like  the  wither'd  leaves 
That  wyde  the  wirlwind  fpreads. 

Halloo  !  halloo  !  away  they  goe, 

Unheeding  wet  or  drye ; 

And  horfe  and  rider  fnort  and  blowe, 

And  fparkling  pebbles  flye. 

And  all  that  in  the  moonlhyne  lay, 

Behynde  them  fled  afar ; 

And  backward  fcudded  overhead 
The  Ikye  and  every  ftar. 

Tramp,  tramp,  acrofs  the  land  they  fpeede ; 

Splath,  fplafli,  acrofs  the  fee : 
u  Hurrah  !  the  dead  can  ride  apace ; 

44  Doft  fear  to  ride  with  me  ? 

44  I  weene  the  cock  prepares  to  crowe; 

44  The  fand  will  foon  be  runne : 

44  I  fnuff  the  earlye  morning  aire  ; 

44  Downe,  downe!  our  work  is  done. 

,  1  v 

44  The  dead,  the  dead  can  ryde  apace  ; 

44  Oure  wed-bed  here  is  fit : 

44  Our  race  is  ridde,  oure  journey  ore, 

44  Our  endlefs  union  knit." 

And  lo!  an  yren-grated  gate 
Soon  biggens  to  their  viewe  : 

He  crackte  his  whyppe ;  the  clangynge  boltes, 

The  doores  afunder  flewe. 

/ 

They  pafs,  and  'twas  on  graves  they  trode ; 

44  'Tis  hither  we  are  bounde :  " 

And  many  a  tombftone  goftlie  white 
Lay  inn  the  moonlhyne  round. 

And  when  hee  from  his  fteede  alytte, 

His  armour,  black  as  cinder. 

Did  moulder,  moulder  all  awaye, 

As  were  it  made  of  tinder. 
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His  head  became  a  naked  fluill ; 

1  * 

Nor  hair  nor  eyrie  had  hee; 

His  body  grew  a  fkeleton, 

Whilome  fo  blythe  of  blee. 

f 

And  att  his  dry  and  boney  heele 
No  fpur  was  left  to  be  j 
And  inn  his  witherde  hand  you  might 
The  fcythe  and  hour-glafl’e  fee. 

And  lo!  his  fteede  did  thin  to  fmoke, 

And  charnel  fires  outbreathe; 

7  » 

And  pal’d,  and  bleach’d,  then  vanifivd  quite 
The  mayde  from  underneathe. 

And  hollow  howlings  hung  in  aire, 

And  Ihrekes  from  vaults  arofe. 

Then  knew  the  mayde  the  mighte  no  more 
Her  living  eyes  unclofe. 

But  onwarde  to  the  judgment  feat, 

Thro’  myfte  and  moonlight  dreare, 

The  goftlie  crewe,  their  fiyghte  perfewe. 

And  hollowe  inn  her  eare  ~ 

Be  patient,  tho’  thyne  herte  fhould  breke, 
u  Arrayne  not  H even’s  decree ; 

M  Thou  nowe  art  of  thie  bodie  refte, 
u  Thie  foule  forgiven  bee !  ** 


Sow  net.  From  Poems  on.  the  Death  of  Prifcilla  Farmer. 
By  her  Grandfon ,  Charles  Lloyd. 

MY  pleafant  home!  where  erft,  when  fad  and  faint 
I  fought  maternal  friendlhip’s  Iheltering  arms, 
My  pleafant  home !  where  is  the  reverenced  faint, 
Whole  prefence  gave  thee  thy  peculiar  charms  ? 

Ah  me !  when  flow'  th’  accullom’d  doors  unfold, 

No  more  her  looks,  affe&ionate  and  mild, 

Beam  on  my  burthened  heart!  O !  ftill  and  cold 
The  cherilhed  fpot,  where  welcome  fat  and  fmiled ! 

My  lpirit  pines  not  nurfing  fancied  ill ; 

7Tis  not  the  feverifh  and  romantic  tie 
Which  now  I  weep  difl’evered  ;  not  a  form 
That  woke  brief  paffion’s  delultory  thrill : 
l  mourn  the  cherilher  of  infancy, 

The  dear  prote&refs  from  life’s  morning  ftorm  l 
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Flowbrs.  From  Poems  on  various  fubjefls. 
By  the  Reverend  Samuel  Bifhop. 


I. 


UNEQUAL  to  my  theme,  with  defperate  feet, 
I  iought  the  M lifers  grateful  bower, 
Anxious  to  fee,  tho’  all  alham’cl  to  meet, 

Some  bland  infpiring  power. 

When  fleet  along  the  riling  gale, 

The  queen,  fair  Fancy  pafs’d, 

And  thro’  her  rainbow-tinged  veil 
A  glance  benignant  call. 

Then  pointing  to  a  fecret  glade, 

“  Come  fee,”  fhe  cry’d,  “  the  train, 
u  Who  own  beneath  this  myftic  fhade 
“  My  vifionary  reign.” 


c  II. 

Proud  to  obey  the  glad  command, 

I  took  with  filent  awe  mv  ftand ; 
Meanwhile  in  many  a  varying  veft, 

Of  rich  expreffion  aptly  dreft, 

Ideal  myriads  feem’d  to  rove 
Premifcuous  thro’  the  cultur’d  grove: 
And  each  as  inbred  impulfe  led, 

From  ev'ry  flower-embroider’d  bed, 
Some  certain  plant,  whofe  bloffoms  rofe 
Significantly  pleafing,  chofe. 


III. 

With  frank,  firm  look,  and  light,  though  heady  tread. 
Came  Courage  firfl,  and  cropt  a  dew-charg’d  rose  ; 
For  in  the  tender  rofe  might  beft  be  read 
Her  very  effence — bloom,  which  gently  glows, 
Impell’d  by  gentle  breath,  prone  to  difpenfe 
To  all — all  fweetnefs;  yet  alert  to  fliew, 

If  ralh  invafion  ruder  deeds  commence, 

That  wrarm  refentment  points  a  thorn  below. 

IV/ 

Retiring  from  the  public  eye. 

The  maiden  meek  Humility, 

Was  feen  to  turn  with  mildeh  grace, 

To  heaven  her  thoughts,  to  earth  her  face  ; 

And  all  unconfcious  what  fair  fame 
Merit  like  her’s  might  well  afl’ume, 

Preferr’d  to  every  other  claim 
The  lowly  daisy’s  fimple  bloom, 
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v. 

Some  bauble  each  moment  arranging, 

Admiring,  exploding,  or  changing, 

The  coquette  Affectation  Ikimm'd  wantonly  by ; 

In  her  breaft  a  Narcissus  (lie  bore, 

As  if,  with  Narcifius  of  yore, 

For  a  form  like  her  own  ffie  could  languifh  and  die. 

VI. 

Heedlefs  of  the  fcorner’s  joke, 

Smiling  at  the  ruffian's  broke, 

Perfevering  Patience  flood. 

Conquering  evil  bill  with  good ; 

Binding  for  her  brows  the  while, 

Artlefs  wreaths  of  camomile, 

Hardy  plant !  whofe  vigorous  (hoot 
Springs  beneath  th’  oppreiTor’s  foot. 

VII. 

Pure  constant  love,  (whole  hallow’d  fires. 

Time  dignifies,  and  truth  infpires, 

In  fpite  of  abfence,  grief,  and  pain), 

Approved  the  faithful  marigold  : 

Whofe  leaves  their  faffron  blaze  unfold, 

When  firft  the  fun  aflerts  his  reign. 

Hail  his  glad  progrefs  through  the  day, 

Clofe  gradual  with  his  parting  ray, 

Nor  open  till  he  Ihines  again. 

VIII. 

Superstition  came  telling  her  fteps  and  her  beads. 

Like  Jack  in  a  box  hung  all  over  with  green  ; 

Agnus  Castds  by  wholefale  lhe  cull’d  from  the  meads, 
And  buck  with  due  care  holy-thistle  between : 

A  chaplet. of  monk’s-hood  bie  pluck’d  for  her  head. 

And  rosemary  fprigs  from  the  graves  of  the  dead. 

IX. 

Tiptoe  o'er  the  level  plain, 

Ardent  Hope  all  panting  flew, 

Prompt  her  eager  eyes  to  brain, 

Far  beyond  the  prefent  view. 

Quick  from  hint  to  hint  to  bray, 

She  the  primrose  held  mob  dear, 

Firb-born  of  returning  May, 

Promife  of  the  future  year. 
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Ill-Mature  to  a  corner  Hole, 

And  taught  her  blood-lhot  eyes  to  roll. 
As  if  Ihe  long'd  to  blight 
Each  flower  of  happier  fcent,  and  hue; 
For  none  the  chofe  of  all  that  grew, 
Save  poilonous  aconite. 


XI. 


Hand  in  hand,  for  they  never  afunder  are  feen, 

All  cheerful  their  features,  all  eafy  their  mien, 
Contentment  and  Innocence  tript  it  along: 

By  the  foft-virgin  snow-drop  was  innocence  known, 
Contentment  took  heart’s-eass  and  call'd  it  her  own; 
Nor  envy'd  the  great,  nor  the  gay  in  the  throng. 


XII. 


The  throng! — juft  hint  to  wild  conceit  like  mine! — 
Why,  what  a  wreath  had  I  begun  to  twine ! 

— Indulgent  as  Hie  was,  methinks  I  hear 
Even  Fancy's  lelf  now  whifper  in  my  ear, 

“  Quit,  ere  'tis  tedious,  quit  the  flowery  road, 

“  Nor  what  was  meant  a  nofegay  make  a  load." 


To  Mrs ,  Bilhop,  -with  a  prefent  of  a  Knife.  From  the  fame. 


KNIFE,"  dear  Girl,  “cuts  love,”  they  fay! 


fA  Mere  modilh  love  perhaps  it  may — 
— For  any  tool,  of  any  kind, 

Can  feparate  what  was  never  join'd. 

The  knife  that  cuts  our  love  in  two, 

Will  have  much  tougher  work  to  do; 

Aluft  cut  your  foftnefs,  truth,  and  fpirit, 
Down  to  the  vulgar  lize  of  merit; 

To  level  yours  with  modern  tafte, 

Mull  cut  a  world  of  fenfe  to  wafte ; 

And  from  your  Angle  beauty’s  ftore 
Clip  what  would  dizen  out  a  fcore. 

That  felf  fame  blade  from  me  muft  fev«r 
Senfation,  judgment,  light,  for  ever: 

All  memory  of  endearments  paft, 

All  hope  of  comforts  long  to  laft ; — - 
All  that  makes  fourteen  years  with  you 
A  fummer; — and  a Jhort  one  too; 

All,  that  aft’edion  feels  and  fears, 

When  hours  without  you  l’eem  lik°  vears. 
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Till  that  be  done,  (and  I'd  as  foon 
Believe  this  knife  will  chip  the  moon),  ' 
Accept  my  prefent  undeterr’d, 

And  leave  their  proverbs  to  the  herd. 

If  in  a  kil's — delicious  treat! — 

.  Your  lips  acknowledge  the  receipt, 

Love,  fond  of  fuch  fubftantial  fare, 

And  proud  to  play  the  glutton  there* 

All  thoughts  of  cutting  will  difdain, 

Save  only — “  cut  and  come  again !  " 


To  Mrs.  Bifhop,  with  a  Ring,  on  the  Anniversary  of  her  Wedding  Day, 
which  was  alfo  her  Birth  Day.  . From  'the/arnet 

nrHEE*  Mai*y>  this  ring  I  wed  ” _ 

A  So,  fourteen  years  ago  I  faid. — 

Behold  another  ring ! — “  for  what  ? _ 

“  To  wed  thee  o’er  again ?  ”  why  not ? 

With  that  firft  ring  I  married  youth, 

Grace,  beauty,  innocence,  and  truth ; 

Talte  long- admired,  fenfe  long-rever’d* 

And  all  my  Molly  then  appear’d. 

If  the,  by  merit  fince  difclos’d, 

Prove  twice  the  woman  I  fuppos’d, 

I  plead  that  double  merit  now, 

To  judify  a  double  vow. 

Here  then  to  day  (with  faith  as  fure. 

With  ardour  as  intenfe,  as  pure, 

As  when,  amidft  the  rites  divine, 

I  took  thy  troth,  and  plighted  mine,) 

To  thee,  fweet  girl,  my  fecond  ring 
A  token  and  a  pledge  I  bring : 

With  this  I  wed,  till  death  us  part, 

Thy  riper  virtues  to  my  heart ; 

Thofe  virtues,  which  before  untry’d, 

The  wife  has  added  to  the  bride  : 

Thole  virtues,  whofe  progredive  claim, 

Endearing  wedlock’s  very  name, 

My  foul  enjoys,  my  fong  approves, 

For  confcience’  fake,  as  well  as  love’s. 

And  why  ?  they  /hew  me  ev’ry  hour, 

Honours  high  thought,  affeddion’s  power, 

Difcretion  s  deed,  found  judgment’s  fentence, — - 
—And  teach  me  all  things — but  repentance. 
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■SoSNet.  From  Rambles  Farther.  By  Charlotte  Smith. 

HE  may  be  envied,  who,  with  tranquil  breafl, 

Can  wander  in  the  wild  and  woodlaud  fcene. 
Where  fliadowy  forelts,  and  the  coppice  green, 

By  fummer’s  glowing  hands  are  newly  drefl : 

Who,  unpurlued  by  care,  can  pafs  his  hours, 

Where  briony  aird  woodbine  fringe  the  trees. 

On  tbymy  banks  repoling;  while  the  bees 
Murmur  their  “  fairy  tunes,  in  praife  of  flowers  ;  w 
Or,  on  the  rock,  with  ivy  clad,  and  fern, 

That  overhangs  the  olier-whifpering  bed 
Of  l’ome  clear  dream,  can  bid  his  wifhes  turn 
From  this  vain  world,  and,  by  calm  reafon  led, 

Learns,  in  retired  feclufion,  to  poliefs, 

With  friendfhip  fweetened—  rural  happinefs. 


Eyam* — From  Llangollen  Vale,  with  other  Poems . 

By  Anne  Seward. 

FOR.  one  fhort  week  I  leave  with  anxious  heart, 

Source  of  my  filial  cares,  the  full  of  days  ; 

Lur’d  by  the  promife  of  harmonic  Art 
To  breathe  her  Handel’s  loul-exulting  lays. 

Penlive  i  trace  the  Derwent’s  amber  wavef, 

Foaming'Thro’  fylvan  banks,  or  view  it  lave 
The  fott  romantic  valleys,  high  o'er-peer'd 
By  hills,  anti  rocks,  in  lavage  grandeur  rear’d. 

Not  two  Ihort  miles  fr&m  thee, — can  1  refrain 
Thy  haunts  my  native  Eyam,  long  unfeen? 

Thou,  and  thy  lov’d  inhabitants  again 

Shall  meet  my  tranfient  gaze — Thy  rocky  fkreenr 

Thy  airy  cliffs  1  mount ;  and  feek  thy  ihade. 

Thy  roofs,  that  brow  the  fteep,  romantic  glade ; 

But,  while  on  me  the  eyes  of  friendlhip  glow, 

Swell  my  pain’d  lighs,  my  tears  fpontaneous  flow. 

*  This  poem  was  written  Augort  1783,  on  a  journey  through  Derbyfltirc,  to  a 
fuufic  meeting  at  Sheffield.  Tlie  Author's  father  was  reCtor  of  Ey am,  an  extenfive  village, 
that  runs  along  a  mountainous  terrace,  in  one  of  the  highelj  parts  of  the  Peak.  She 
was  bom  there,  and  there  palled  the  firlt  i’even  years , of  her  life;  viSting  the  place  often 
with  her  father  at  fubfequent  periods.  The  middle  part  of  this  village  is  built  on  the 
edg  e  of  a  deep  dell,  which  has  very  picturefque  at .d  beautiful  features. 

t  From  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  clay  on  the  mountains,  from  which  ii  delcends,  the 
river  Derwent  has  a  yellow  tint,  that  well  becomes  the  dark  fuliage  on  ah  banks,  and  th® 
perpetual  foam  produced  by  a  narrow  and  rocky  channel. 
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In  fcenes  paternal,  not  beheld  thro'  years, 

Nor  view’d  till  now,  but  by  a  father’s  fide, 

Well  might  the  tender  tributary  tears, 

From  keen  regrets  of  duteous  fondnefs  glide. 

Its  pallor,  to  this  human  flock  no  more 
Shall  the  long  flight  of  future  days  reftore; 

Diftant  he  droops — and  that  once-gladdening  eye 
Now  languid  gleams,  even  when  his  friends  are  nigh. 


Thro’  this  known  walk,  where  weedy  gravel  lies, 
Rough  and  unfightly  ; — by  the  long  coarfe  grafs 
Of  the  once  fmooth,  and  vivid  green,  with  fighs 
To  the  deferted  re&ory  I  pafs; — - 
Stray  thro’  the  darken’d  chambers’  naked  bound. 
Where  childhood’s  earlieft,  livelieft  blifs  I  found. 
How  chang'd,  fince  erft,  the  lightfome  walls  beneath, 
The  focial  joys  did  their  warm  comforts  breathe. 


Ere  yet  I  go,  who  may  return  no  more, 

That  facred  pile,  mid  yonder  Ihadowy  trees, 

Let  me  revifit !  ancient,  mafly  door, 

Thou  grateft  hoarfe  !  my  vital  fpirits  freeze 
Palling  the  vacant  pulpit  to  the  fpace 
Where  humble  rails  the  decent  altar  grace  ; 

And  where  my  infant  filler’s  allies  fleep, 

Whofe  lofs  I  left  the  childilh  fport  to  weep. 

*  Now  the  low  beams,  with  paper  garlands  hung, 

In  memory  of  fome  village  youth,  or  maid, 

Draw  the  foft  tear,  from  thrill’d  remembrance  fprung; 
How  oft  my  childhood  mark’d  that  tribute  paid. 

The  gloves  fufpended  by  the  garland’s  fide, 

White  as  its  fnowy  flowers,  with  ribbands  tied  : 

Dear  village !  long  thefe  wreaths  funereal  fpread, 
Simple  memorials  of  thy  early  dead! 


But,  O  !  thou  blank,  and  filent  pulpit !— thou 
That  with  a  father’s  precepts,  juft,  and  bland, 

Didft  win  my  ear,  as  reafon’s  tlrength’ning  glow 
Show’d  their  full  value— now  thou  fcem’ft  to  Hand 
Before  my  Tfid,  fuffus’d  and  trembling  gaze, 

The  drearieft  relic  of  departed  days  ; 

Of  eloquence  paternal,  nervous,  clear. 

Dim  appa  rition  thou, — and  bitter  is  my  tear. 

Ihe  ancient  cuftom  of  banging  a  garland  of  white  rofes,  made  of  writing  paper, 
and  a  pair  of  white  gloves,  over  the  pew  of  the  unmarried  villagers,  who  die  in  the 
flower  of  their  age,  is  obferved  to  this  day  in  the  village  of  Ettam,  and  in  raoft  other 
villages  and  little  towns  in  the  Peak. 

To 


\ 
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To  Time  Past;  written  December  1772.  From  the  fame . 

RETURN,  bleft  years  ! — when  not  the  jocund  Spring, 
Luxuriant  Summer,  nor  the  amber  hours 
Calm  Autumn  gives,  my  heart  invok’d  to  bring 
Joys,  whole  rich  balm  o’er  all  the  bolom  pours; 

When  ne’er  I  wifh’d  might  grace  the  doling  day 
One  tint  purpureal,  or  one  golden  ray; 

When  the  loud  ftorms,  that  delolate  the  bowers, 

Found  dearer  welcome  than  Favonian  gales, 

And  Winter’s  bare,  bleak  fields,  than  fummer’s  flowery  vales ! 

•  y.  *  ,  *  1  } 

Yet,  not  to  deck  pale  hours  with  vain  parade 
Beneath  the  blaze  of  wide-illumin’d  dome ; 

Not  for  the  bounding  dance;  not  to  pervade, 

And  charm  the  fenfe  with  mulic ; — not,  as  roam 
The  mimic  paflions  o’er  theatric  feene, 

To  laugh,  or  weep; — O  not  for  thefe,  I  ween, 

But  for  delights  that  made  the  heart  their  home, 

Was  the  grey  night-froft  on  the  founding  plain 
More  than  the  fun  invok’d,  that  gilds  the  grafiy  lane. 

'  i  \ 

Yes,  for  the  joys  that  trivial  joys  excel, 

My  lov’d  Honora,*  did  we  hail  the  gloom 
Of  dim  November’s  eve  ; — and  as  it  fell, 

And  the  bright  fires  lhone  cheerful  round  the  room, 

Dropt  the  warm  curtains  with  no  tardy  hand; 

And  felt  our  fpirits,  and  our  hearts  expand, 

Liftening  their  fteps,  who  ltill,  where’er  they  come. 

Make  the  keen  ftars,  that  glaze  the  fettled  fnows, 

More  than  the  fun  invok’d  when  firft  he  tints  the  rofe. 

Affe&ion, — friendfhip,— fympathy, — your  throne 
Is  winter’s  glowing  hearth  and  ye  were  ours, 

Thy  fmile,  Hon  ora,  made  them  all  our  own. — -  , 

Where  are  they  now?  alas!  their  choiceft  powers 
Faded  at  thy  retreat ;  for  thou  art  gone, 

And  many  a  dark  long  eve  I  figh  alone, 

In  thrill’d  remembrance  of  the  vanifh’d  hours, 

When  florms  were  dearer  than  the  balmy  gales, 

And  winter’s  bare,  bleak  fields,  than  green  luxuriant  vales. 

/ 

*  Mils  Honora  Sneyd,  to  whom  the  gallant  and  unfortunate  Major  Andre,  was  f# 
unalienably  attached. 
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Sonnet.  From  Sorrows,  facred  to  the  Memory  of  Penelope. 
By  Sir  Brook  Boothby,  Bart. 

1 

''X'MIOUGII  fmce  my  date  of  woe  long  years  have  roll'd, 

-  JL  Darknefs  ne'er  draws  the  curtains  round  my  head. 
Nor  orient  morning  opes  her  eyes  of  gold, 

But  grief  purfues  my  walks,  or  haunts  my  bed* 

Vifions,  in  fleep,  their  triftful  lhapes  unfold ; 

Show  Mifery  living,  Hope  and  Pleafure  dead, 

Pale  Ihrouded  beauty,  kifles  faint  and  cold; 

Or  murmur  words  the  parting  angel  faid. 

Thoughts  when  awake,  their  wonted  trains  renew ; 

With  all  their  flings  my  tortured  bread;  aflailj 
Her  faded  form  now  glides  before  my  view  ; 

Her  plaintive  voice  now  floats  upon  the  gale. 

The  hope  how  vain,  that  time  fliould  bring  relief! 

Time  does  but  deeper  root  a  real  grief. 

1  ,  , 

.  Sonnet.  .  From  the  fame. 

DEATH !  thy  cold  hand  the  brighteft  flower  has  chill'd* 
That  e'er  fuffuied  Love’s  cheek  with  roly  dies ; 
Quenched  the  foft  radiance  of  the  lovelieft  eyes, 

And  accents,  tuned  to  fweeteft  mufic,  Hilled ; 

The  fpringing  buds  of  hope  and  pleafure  killed ; 

Joys  cheerful  meafures  changed  to  doleful  flghs; 

Of  fairelt  form  and  faireft  mind,  the  ties 
For  ever  rent  in  twain. — So  heaven  has  will'd  ! 

Though  in  the  bloom  of  health  thy  arrow  fled, 

Sudden  as  fure  ;  long  had  prophetic  dread 
Hung  o'er  my’ heart,  and  all  my  thoughts  deprefied, 

Oft  when  in  flow’ry  wreaths  I  law  her  drefled, 

A  beauteous  vi&im  feemed  to  meet  my  eyes, 

To  early  fate  a  deftined  facrifice. 

Sonnet.  From  the  fame. 

DEAR  Manfergh !  of  the  few  this  bread  who  fhare, 

Amd  fhare  in  pitying  fympathy  its  woe, 

You  beft  my  vaft  excefs  of  pallion  know, 

And  all  the  forrow  I  am  doom’d  to  bear; 

While  thoughts  can  prefent  with  the  pall;  compare, 

Shall  memory  e’er  that  fummer  day  forego, 

When  thy  fair  mate  did  every  care  bellow, 

$  And  v 
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And  vermeil  fruits  and  Fragrant  wreaths  prepare, 
In  honours  of  my  child  to  drefs  the  bower  1 
And  when  the  fweet  epitome  of  grace 
Tripp’d  o’er  the  walks  and  honied  every  flower. 
You  marked  the  opening  beauties  of  her  face; 
Mark’d  how  my  captur’d  loul  was  loft  in  love, 
And  trembl’d  for  the  dire  reverie  I  prove. 


IntaCtis  Opulentiou.  From  the  fame. 

THOUGH  all  the  wealth  of  Hindoftan  were  thine, 

And  all  that  commerce  wafts  to  Thames’s  lliore ; 

Though  high  in  air  thy  gilded  turrets  fhine, 

And  Parian  columns  guard  the  lofty  door; 

Not  all  thy  gold,  nor  all  thy  wide  domain, 

Can  keep,  one  hour,  difeafe  or  age  away  ; 

Sheath  tie  keen  arrows  of  obdurate  pain, 

Or  fnatch  from  Death’s  wide  grafp  his  deftin’d  prey. 

O  happier  far  the  wandering  Scythian’s  lot, 

In  fome  green  vale,  who  rears  his  tented  died ; 

No  with  he  knows  beyond  his  humble  cot, 

And  peaceful  flumbers  crown  his  harmlefs  head. 

When  Spring  returns,  he  leaves  the  fencelefs  fields, 

To  go  where  fountains  and  fredi  lawns  invite ; 

To  other  tenants  Nature’s  bounty  yields, 

Nor  claims  the  foil,  to  all  a  common  right. 

With  hard  unequal  eye,  no  ftep*dame  there 
Cheats  the  poor  orphan  of  a  mother’s  love; 

No  titled  wife  difdains  her  houfliold  care, 

Or  feeks  with  wanton  fmiles,  new  hearts  to  move. 

Heir  to  the  virtues  of  an  honeft  race, 

Rich  in  pyre  faith,  and  fpotlefs  challity, 

No  vices  there  allure  with  borrowed  face ; 

Nor  crimes,  though  rare,  from  punifhment  can  fly. 

Remains  there  one  in  this  degenerate  age, 

Whole  patriot  bofom  pants  for  virtuous  fame? 

’Tis  his  to  item  the  tide  of  hoftile  rage, 

And  long  pofterity  will  blefs  his  name:  v 

’Tis  his,  with  fearlefs  heart,  and  fleady  hand, 

To  fave  the  ftate  marked  for  corruption’s  prey  : 

Scorn  the  vile  menace  of  a  venal  band, 

And  blaft  the  traitor  in  the  face  of  day. 

From  luft  of  gold  what  namelefs  mifehiefs  flow, 

No  meannefs  fhames  us,  and  no  tie  re  (trains ; 

For  gold,  friends,  parents,  country,  we  forego: 

Nor  laws  avail  where  bale  corruption  reigns. 

O,  could 
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O,  could  to  earth  defcend  the  accurfed  ore, 

Or  hid  in  ocean's  caves  innocuous  lie ; 

Then  might  Aftraea  dwell  with  man  once  more. 

Once  more  forfake  her  refuge  in  the  Iky. 

See  the  young  noble,  recklefs  of  his  fame, 

Selfilh  and  proud,  with  bafe  plebeian  heart, 

Boaft  his  lewd  triumph  o’er  the  wedded  dame. 

Or  ply  with  vile  fuccefs  the  gamefter's  art. 

His  hoary  fire  the  while,  in  vice  grown  old, 

Adds  to  the  impious  ftore  wiih  grovelling  care, 

Each  vice  extinguiflied  in  the  lull  of  gold, 

He  dies  a  wretch  to  ferve  a  thanklefs  heir. 


Tr (inflation  of  Metaftafio’s  Canzonet  La  Lxberta* 

From  Dr.  Burney’s  Memoirs  of  Metaftaflo. 

NISA  thy  pow'r  is  flown,  _ 

1  thank  thee  for  my  cure; — * 

The  gods  have  mercy  fhewn, 

Thy  trick*  no  more  allure. 

From  all  thy  chains  I  feel 
My  foul,  at  length,  is  free ; 

No  dream  I  now  reveal : 

I  wake  to  liberty.  ‘ 

All  former  ardor’s  fled. 

Which  petulance  could  move; 

And  that  difdain  is  dead, 

Which  malks  itfelf  in  love. 

Nor  does  my  colour  change, 

Whoe’er  thy  name  repeats  ; 

When  o'er  thy  face  I  range, 

My  heart  no  longer  beats. 

In  dreams  thou’rt  now  forgot, 

And  caft  on  Lethe's  brink ; 

And  when  I  wake,  thou’rt  not 
The  firft  on  whom  I  think. 

To  diftant  climes  1  fleer. 

Nor  mifs  thee  day  or  night ; 

Nor  doft  thou,  when  thou'rt  near 
Or  pain  or  joy  excite. 

Of  all  thy  charms  I  now 
Can  calmly  think  and  fpeak ; 

Can  trace  each  broken  vow, 

Nor  means  of  vengeance  feek. 

„  -  Confus’d 
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Confus'd  no  more  I  feem 
Whene'er  I  fee  thee  near ; 

And  fhouldft  thou  be  the  theme 
Can  rivals  patient  hear. 

i  , 

Now  if  thou  angry  look, 

Or  love  and  kindnefs  feign ; 
Frowns  undifturb'd  I  brook, 

And  feel  thy  favour  vain. 

Thofe  lips,  however  kind. 

Have  loft  their  magic  art ; 

Nor  can  thine  eyes  now  find 

The  pafiage  to  my  heart. 

»  \ 

% 

What  pain  or  pleafure  gives, 
What  joy  or  forrow  brings, 

From  thee  no  good  receives, 
From  thee  no  evil  fprings. 
Without  thee,  I  delight 
In  woods  and  flow’ry  meads ; 
And  with  thee  hate  the  fight 
Of  barren  fields  and  weeds. 

*  t 

Nor  does  thy  face,  though  fair, 
At  prefent  fo  excel,  * 

That  I  could  fafely  fwear 
It  has  no  parallel. 

And  let  not  truth  offend, 

Should  I  to  think  incline 
Some  features  I  could  mend. 
Which  once  I  thought  divine. 

When  firfl  I  drew  the  dart 
(With  fliame  my  cheek's  on  fire) 
Such  torture  tore  my  heart, 

I  thought  I  fhould  expire. 

But  to  relieve  fuch  pain. 

To  fly  oppreflion'*  fphere. 

And  fway  o’er  felf  to  gain, 

What  fuffering's  too  fevere? 

r 

When  caught  in  vifcous  fnare 
A  bird,  himfelf  to  free. 

Will  lome  few  feathers  fpare, 

To  gain  his  liberty. 

But  plumage  will  return  ; 

Again  he’ll  mount  the  Ikies ; 

Nor  prudence  has  to  learn, 

By  fad  experience  wife. 


But 
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But  hill  I  know  thou’lt  fay, 

My  cure  is  not  complete : 

As,  though  tis  told  each  day. 

The  tale  1  ftill  repeat. 

My  inhinCt  is  the  fame 
As  that  of  men  who  roam, 

And  with  delight  proclaim 
The  dangers  they’ve  overcome. 

Thus  foldiers,  when  return’d 
Victorious  from  a  war, 

Tell  how  they  laurels  earn’d. 

And  proudly  Ihew  each  fear. 

And  thus  the  galley-flave 
Releas’d  from  cruel  chains, 

On  lhackles  hill  will  rave 
And  Ihew  their  deep  remains. 

Of  liberty  I  fpeak 
To  pleafe  myfelf  alone  ; 

But  not  thy  peace  to  break 
Or  to  difplay  my  own. 

I  fpeak,  nor  afk  if  now 
My  reas’ning  pleafes  thee ; 

Nor  care  if  calmly  thou 
Canh  bear  to  fpeak  of  me, 

I  quit  a  fickle  fair ; 

Thou’lt  lofe  a  heart  that’s  true ; 

Nor  do  I  know  or  care 
Who  moft  has  caufe  to  rue. 

But  this  I  know,  a  fwain 
So  true  will  ne’er  be  found  : 

But  females  falfe  and  vain 
Throughout  the  world  abound. 

■  v  ; 

To  a  Female  Cup  Beared..  From  Specimens  of  Arabian  Poetry* 
By  J.  D.  Carlyle,  B.D.d'.R.S.E, 

COME,  Leila,  fill  the  goblet  up, 

Reach  round  the  roly  wine;  „ 

Think  not  that  we  will  take  the  cup 
From  any  hand  but  thine. 

•  A  draught  like  this  ’twere  vain  to  feek, 

No  grape  can  fuch  fupply; 

It  heals  its  tints  from  Leila’s  cheek, 

Its  brightnefs  from  her  eye. 


✓ 
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The  Battle  of  Sabla.  From  thefme 

% 

SABLA,  thou  fawTt  th'  exulting  foe 
— In  fancied  triumphs  crown'd; 

Thou  heardft  their  frantic  females  throw 
Thefe  galling  taunts  around ; 

*  r  •  V  "**'  ^  »  V  * 

**  Make  now  your  choice — the  terms  we  give, 
t)efponding  vi&ims,  hear: 

*  Thefe  fetters  on  your  hands  receive, 

44  Or  in  your  hearts  the  fpear/’ 

*  And  is  the  conflict  o’er,”  we  cried, 
u  And  lie  we  at  your  feet?  ” 
i(  And  dare  you  vauntingly  decide 
“  The  fortune  we  mull  meet? 

**  A  brighter  day  we  foon  fliall  fee, 

“  Tho’  now  the  profpeft  lowers ; 
u  And  conqueft,  peace,  and  liberty, 

H  Shall  yield  our  future  hours/' 

The  foe  advanced in  firm  array 
We  rufiied  o'er  Sabla's  fands, 

And  the  red  fabre  marked  our  way 
Amidft  their  yielding  bands. 

Then,  as  they  writhed  in  death’s  cold  grufp, 
We  cried,  “  Our  choice  is  made : 

*■*  Thefe  hands  the  fabre’s  hilt  fha.ll  clafp ; 

“  Your  hearts  ftiall  have  the  blade/’ 


&QNNST,  From  Sappho  and  Phaon;  in  (iferks  of  Legitimate  Sonnets, 

By  Mary  Robinfon. 

IS  it  to  love,  to  fix  the  tender  gaze, 

To  hide  the  timid  blufii,  and  Ileal  away; 

To  Ihun  the  bufy  world,  and  wafte  the  day 
Iu  fome  wide  mountain’s  folitary  maze? 

Is  it  to  chant  one  name  in  ceafelefs  lays, 

To  hear  no  words  that  other  tongues  can  fay, 

To  watch  the  pale  moon’s  melancholy  ray, 

T9  chide  in  fondnefs?  and  in  foliy^faife  ? 

I3 
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The  Genius  or  Danmonium.  An  Ode.  From  EfFays, 
by  a  Society  of  Gentlemen  at  Exeter. 


WHERE  reftlefs  Teign,  with  many  a  furge. 

Foams  to  his  facred  Logan’s  height. 

The  rockftone,  at  the  wood’s  dark  verge, 

Shook  to  the  moon,  array’d  in  light ; 

When,  as  a  cloud  far  off,  difparting  flew, 

A  fliadowy  form  appear’d,  majeftic  to  my  view. 

“  Child  of  the  dull” — the  genius  cried — 

“  To  thee  (no  trivial  boaft)  'tis  given 
u  To  hear  with  emulative  pride, 

“  How  Concord  links  th’  infpir’d  of  Heaven  ; 

“  Not  with  the  Mufe’s  filken  ties  alone, 

“  But  in  that  harmony  which  friendlhip  deem*  her  own. 

•t  i 

“  'Twas  Concord  bade  the  bards  of  old 
“  To  infpiration’s  numbers  firing 
“  Their  fweet-ton’d  harps  of  burnifli’d  gold 
u  By  funny  mount  or  moffy  fpring — 

“  Bade  them,  where  echo  loves  the  fylvan  dell, 

“  The  Druid’s  myftic  pomp,  the  hero’s  prowefs  tell ! 

“  The  foul-fubduing  llrain  was  high  ! 

“  Still,  ftill  it  vibrates  in  mine  ear  ! 

“  I  catch  the  holy  minltrelfy 

“  To  Devon's  faery  valleys  dear — 

“  Thro’  central  oaks  no  more  in  foreft  deep, 

“  Around  the  grey-ftone  cirque  their  twilight  umbrage  fwe«p. 

Snatcht  from  the  altars  of  the  Eaft 
“  I  fee  the  fires  of  Danmon  rife ! 
u  To  mark  the  new-moon's  folemn  feafl, 

“  Behold  they  lighten  to  the  (kies ; 

“  And,  as  affembled  clans  in  filence  gaze, 

"  The  diftant  Karnes  draw  near,  and  kindle  to  the  blaze  ! 
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Is  it  to  pour  th’  involuntary  figh ; 

To  dream  of  blifs,  and  wake,  new  pangs  to  prove; 

To  talk  in  fancy  with  the  fpeaking  eye. 

Then  flart  with  jealoufy,  and  wildly  rove  ? 

Is  it  to  loath  the  light,  and  wifh  to  die? 

For  thefe  I  feel,  and  feel  that  they  are  love. 


“  Fa* 
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a  Faft  by  yon  chafmed  hill  that  frowns* 
u  Cleft  by  an  elemental  fhock, 

P  As  allien  foliage  light  embrowns 

u  Its  rude  tide  ribb’d  with  inafl'v  rock  ; 
u  Lo,  on  the  pillar’d  way,  the  white  rob’d  bands 
“  In  long  procefiion  move,  where  proud  the  Cromlech  ttandf  ? 

u  But  fee,  where  breaking  thro’  the  gloom, 

“  Danmonium’s  warrior  genius  fpeeds 
That  feythed  car,  the  dread  of  Rome  ! 

“  See,  fiercer  than  the  lightning,  deeds 
1  rarnpling  the  dead,  their  hoots  with  carnage  dain, 
v  Butli  thro  the  lpear-ltro wn  field,  and  fnort  o’or  heaps  of  ilain« 

Such  was  the  heart-infpiring  theme 
“  Of  bards  who  lung  each  iccent  deed  ; 
u  Whether  amid  the  mailed  gleam 
“  Of  war,  they  law  the  hero  bleed; 

Or  whether,  in  the  druid’s  circling  fane, 

“  Bliey  hymn’d  to  dreadful  rites,  the  deep  myfterious  drain* 

“  No  more  to  boat!  a  fpotlels  green, 

,  “  Fre  long  their  garlands  deck’d  the  dead, 

As,  fading  from  the  fight,  the  fcene 
“  Of  oriental  glory  lied  ! 
u  Then  written  verfe  for  oral  numbers  came  ; 

And  lays  of  little  worth  were  conlecrate  to  fame* 

“  Then  Saxon  poets  fwept  their  lyres, 

“  But  harfii  was  their  untutor’d  long: 
u  Then  Norman  minitrels  vaunted  fires 
“  That  ill  to  Phoebus’  train  belong;. 

*c  Not  that  the  bard  of  Isca’s  elder’d  vale 
u  Fold  to  the  fparkling  dream  an  inharmonious  tale  A 

u  And  dill,  along  the  wade  of  years, 

“  Devon i a  mark’d  fome  fcatter’d  rhymes;  . 

“  But  oft,  her  eyes  diffus’d  with  tears, 

“  Wifttul,  die  look’d  to  ancient  time’s  — 
u  Ah !  few,  monadic  Tayy’s  banks  bedde, 

“  Few  were  the  Brownes  that  trac’d  the  diver- winding  tid<p 

u  And  tho’  of  fancy  and  of  fade 
“  A  Rowe,  the  fir  ft- begot  ten  child. 

By  dark  romantic  woods  embrac’d, 

C  Warbled  his  native  carols  wild; 

Jofephus  Ifcaiws. 

You  XXXVIIX,  O  « ’Twai.. 
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“  Twas  from  the  lonely  copfe  that  high  o’erhung 
“  The  Tamar’s  haunted  wave,  his  ditty  fweet  he  fung  i 

“  Tho’  Gay  attun’d  his  Dorian  oat, 

“  Such  as  befeems  a  fimple  fwain  ; 
w  He  only  pip’d  a  ruftic  note 
“  To  cheer  the  folitary  plain — 

H  Where,  fmce  the  bards  of  old,  hath  facial  love 
*  Affenting  genius  >yooed,  to  grace  the  Mufe’s  grove* 

u  Where,  as  in  Daemon’s  myrtle  bowers 
“  The  race  of  Iran  caught  the  flame, 

Exerting  their  congenial  powers, 

“  Not  envious  of  a  rival’s  name  ; 
u  Where  now,  in  clofe  fraternal  union  meet  * 

Spirits  that  court  the  Mufe,  by  friendfhip  doubly  fweet. 

“'l!  E’en  now  they  live !  e’en  here  they  hail 
“  Their  reddening  cliffs  in  ftrains  fublime; 
u  Embofom’d  in  the  vermil  dale, 

“  Nurd  by  the  roly-breathing  clime! 

“  Here  many  a  letter’d  minftrel,  more  refin’d 
1  han  bards  of  other  times,  dilplays  the  ingenious  mind. 

u  Behold,  where  lingering  Isca*  laves 
“  The  turrets  on  her  Hoping  banks, 
u  While,  far-refleded  by  the  waves, 

“  Rife  her  rich  elms  in  tufted  ranks, 

“  The  wreaths  of  genius  and  of  taffe  adorn 

il  Thofe  whom,  with  partial  fmile,  I  greet  in  Devon  born* 

il  What  tho’  the  bards  fhall  harp  no  more 
“  To  wondering  ears  their  magic  lays ; 
st  Yet  fhall  my  chofen  tribe  reftore 
“  The  long-loft  fame  of  other  days, — 

“  Rapt  with  diviner  energies,  afpire 
Ee’n  to  empyreal  worlds,  and  catch  the  feraph's  fire, 

4<  He  ceas’d ;  and  to  the  faltering  found 
“  The  fpirit  of  the  rock  replied : 

44  The  old  oaks  bending  kils’d  the  ground, 

u  Then  wav’d  their  boughs  with  confcious  pride; 

44  While,  borne  on  his  tranflucent  fhell,  hoar  Teign 
4  Joy'd  that  two  fonsf  were  his,  to  rival  Isca’s  reign, 

^  The  Gentlemen  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Exe  are 
Downman,  Pair,  Emett,  Swete,  Hole. 

t  Hastes  and  Burlington,  resident  near  the  Teign, 
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Egyptian  Ode.  From  Sketches  in  Verfe ,  with  Profe  Illujl rations* 

WHERE  bofom-thrilling  tranfports  glow? 

We  oft  obferve  the  intruder,  woe! — 

See  tufted  Eaioum  breathe  delight 
From  rofe-trees  kindling  on  the  light, 

From  orange  blooms,  or  tamarind  bowers, 

Or  the.  pomegranate’s  fcarlet  dowers, 

And  loftier  palms,  that  wave  between 
Their  foliage  of  a  deeper  green, 

Relieving  the  bright  azure  fkies, 

Where  fcarce  a  rainy  vapour  flies  ; 

While  thro’  the  fragrance  as  it  blows 
A  ft  ream  of  liquid  amber  flows, 

While  neftles  many  a  gurgling  dove 
Within  the  bofom  of  the  grove, 

And  from  the  (hade,  on  fable  wings 
With  crimfon  ftrip’d  the  ftamen  fprings, 

And  the  plum’d  oftrich  on  the  lands, 

Or  pelican  majeltic  ftarsds. 

To  cool  the  fun’s  meridian  beams, 

There  fruits  refrelhing  kifs  the  dreams,  1 

Or  bluffing  to  eve’s  purple  ray, 

Amid  the  breezy  verdure  play — 

As  its  leaves  lhade  each  filver  fluice, 

The  pulpy  water-melon’s  juice, 

To  eager  third;  delicious  balm  ; 

And  fugary  dates  that  crown  the  palm. 

Yet  from  the  rocks  that  Ikirt  the  woods' 

Fell  tigers  bound  to  thirft  on  blood; 

Yet  the  wide  watered  landfcapes  fmile. 

Where  lurks  the  treacherous  crocodile  ; 

And,  ere  the  melting  fruit  we  grafp, 

Death  doom’d,  we  feel  the  envenom’d  afp. 

Then  hail  my  Albion's  hoary  coaft, 

Where,  tho’  no  fcenes  Elyftum  boaft, 

We  court  not  temperate  joys  in  vain, 

Nor  thrill’d  by  hlils,  nor  ftung  by  psim 


Sonnet  to  an  Artist,  employed  in  new -modelling  the  Fleafure  C rounds 

of  Loyd - . 

AH  !  what  avails,  fair  Artift,  to  diffufe 

So  bright  a  verdure  o’er  the  fwelling  lawu, 

-  -  ‘  O  2/  ‘  "  *  Tt 
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To  guide  the  stream,  by  gradual  windings  drawfi 
Pown  the  rich  dale,  or  paint  the  woud  with  hues 
That  seem  to  kindle,  as  amid  the  dews 

They  dance,  to  catch  the  crimson  of  the  dawn! 
Ah  !  what  avails  that  many  a  nimble  fawn 
Wantons  beneath  the  foliage,  if  the  Muse 
Inspire  not  the  possessor,  fond  to  dart 
The  eye  of  sympathetic  pleasure  round ! 

Alas,  the  poor  possessor  hath  no  heart ! 

Here  lies,  in  silence  hush’d,  the  untrodden  ground^ 
Though  Nature  boast  the  elegance  of  Art, 

Unless  when  vulgar  notes  to  revelry  resound, 


1 
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injiiiutes  of  Hindu  Law :  or,  the 
Ordinances  of  Menu,  according 
to  the  glofs  of  Culluca.  Com- 
prifing  the  Indian  fyftem,  of  du¬ 
ties ,  religious  and  civil.  Verbally 
tranjlated  from  the  original  San- 
ferit.  With  a  Preface ,  by  Sir 
William  Jones.  Printed  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  by  order  of  the  government , 
and  reprinted  in  London,  Svo. 

npHE  high  antiquity  of  this 
JL  code,  and  the  circumftances 
of  its  having,  for  fo  long  a  period, 
been  inacceffible  to  any  but  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  natives  of  Hindoftan, 
and  of  its  having,  through,  perhaps, 
the  courfe  of  more  than  thirty 
centuries,  been  the  rule  of  conduct 
for  many  millions  of  people,  who 
have  always  held  it  to  be  of  divine 
origin,  would  render  it  an  objefl  of 
curiosity,  and,  in  foitie  meafure,  of 
refpedt,  even  did  it  poftefs  lefs  than 
it  really  pofiTefles  of  intrinfic  merit. 
The  Hindoos  firmly  believe  it  to 
have  been  promulgated,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  time,  by  Menu,  the  son 
of  Brahma;  and  Sir  William  Jones 
himlelf  confiders  it  as  one  of  the 
oldefi  compofitions  ex i fling,  and  as 
having  received  its  prefent  form  at 
lead:  880,  if  not  1280,  years  before 
the  birth  of  our  Saviour.  He  is 


iikewife  difpofed  to  look  upon  the' 
Indian'  Menu  and  the  Cretan  Mi¬ 
nos  as  the  fame  perfon.  This 
extraordinary  code  has  always  been 
kept  fee  ret  from  the  profane,  by 
the  Brahmens,  who'  are  enjoined 
to  explain  it  only  to  their  pupils  of 
the  three  higheft  daffies.  Before 
he  commenced  the  ftudy  of  San¬ 
scrit,  Sir  William  Jones,  who  was 
defirous  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  Inltitutes,  could  not  obtain  a 
Perfian  transition  of  them  without 
extreme  difficulty;  and,  fubfe- 
quently,  the  Brahmen,  who  read' 
the  original  with  him,  earneltly 
requelled  that  his  name  might  be 
concealed  ;  nor  would  he,  for  any 
confideration,  have  read  it  on  a  for¬ 
bidden  day  of  the  moon,  or  without 
the  regular  ceremonies,  which  are 
commanded  to  be  obferved. 

In  the  verfion,  which  Sir  William 
Jones  has  given  to  the  world,  he 
has  followed  the  text  and  interpre¬ 
tation  of  Culluca  Bhatta,  the  moB 
efteemed  of  all  the  commentators. 
What  age  Culluca  lived  in  is  not 
known ;  hut  he  has  himfelf  declared 
that  he  was  a  Brahmen  of  the 
Vdrendra  tribe,  whofe  family  had 
been  long  fettled  in  Gaur  or  Bengal, 
and  that  his  residence  was  among 
the  learned,  on  the  banks  of  tile 
O  3  holy 
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holy  river  at  Caji.  In  the  tranf- 
lation,  the  glofs  of  Culluea  is  printed 
in  Italics,  lb  that  the  reader,  who 
may  choofe  to  pafs  it  over  as  if  un¬ 
printed,  will  have  in  Roman  letters 
a  scrupuloufly  exaff  verfion  of  the 
original,  and  may  form  fome  idea  of 
its  character  and  ftrufture,  as  well 
as  of  the  Sanfcrit  idiom. 

The  general  character  of  the  work 
is  well  defcribed  by  Sir  William 
•Jones.  44  It  contains,”  says  he, 
44  abundance  of  curious  matter,  ex- 
44  tremely  iuterefting  both  to  lpe- 
44  culative  lawyers  and  antiquaries, 
44  with  many  beauties  which  need 
44  not  be  pointed  out,  and  w7ith  many 
44  blemifhes  which  cannot  be  jul- 
“  tided  or  palliated.  It  is  a  fyftem 
“  of  defpotifm  and  prieftcraft,  both 
44  indeed  limited  by  law,  but  artfully 
44  confpiring  to  give  mutual  fupport, 
u  though  with  mutual  checks  ;  it  is 
44  filled  with  ftrangc  conceits  in  me- 
{<  taphyfics  and  natural  philofophy, 
44  with  idle  fuperftitions,  and  with  a 
“  fcheme  of  theology  moft  obfcurely 
u  figurative,  and  confequently  liable 
44  to  dangerous  mifconception ;  it 
44  abounds  with  minute  and  childifh 
44  formalities,  with  ceremonies  gene- 
44  rally  abfurd  and  often  ridiculous; 
44  the  punifhments  are  partial  and 
44  fanciful ;  for  fome  crimes,  dread- 
ri  fully  crilel,  for  others,  reprehen- 
44  fibly  flight ;  and  the  very  morals, 
44  though  rigid  enough  on  the  whole, 
44  are,  in  one  or  two  infhmces  (as  in 
44  the  cafe  of  light  oaths  and  of  pious 
44  perjury)  unaccountably  relaxed  : 
44  neverthelefs,  a  fpirit  of  fublime 
44  devotion,  of  benevolence  to  man- 
44  kind,  and  of  amiable  tendernefs  to 
44  all  lentient  creatures,  pervades  the 
44  whole  work  ;  the  style  of  it  has  a 
44  certain  auftere  majefty,  that 
44  sounds  like  the  language  of  leais- 

.  O  O  r~ 

44  nation,  and  extorts  a  refpe&ful 


44  awe the  fentiments  of  indepen- 
44  dence  on  all  beings  but  God,  and 
“  the  harfli  admonitions,  'even  to 
44  kings,  are  truly  noble  ;  and  the 
44  many  panegyrics  on  the  Gdyatr) , 
44  the  Mother  as  it  is  called,  of  the 
44  Veda,  prove  the  author  to  have 
44  adored  (not  the  vifible  material 
44  sun ,  but)  that  divine  and  inborn* 
44  parably  greater  light ,  to  ufe  the 
44  words  of  the  moft  venerable  text 
44  in  the  Indian  scripture,  which 
44  illumines  all ,  delights  all ,  from 
44  which  all  proceed ,  to  which  all  mujl 
44  return ,  and  which  alone  can  irra- 
44  diate  (not  our  vifual  organs  merely, 
44  but  our  fouls  and)  our  intellects” 
It  is  well  known  that,  in  II in* 
doftan,  the  Hindoo  population  is 
divided  into  caffs  or  claffes.  The 
fabled  origin  of  thefe  claffes,  is 
not  a  little  curious.  44  That  the 
44  human  race,”  say  the  Institutes, 
u  might  be  multiplied,  Brahma 
44  caufed  the  Brahmen ,  the  CJhatrya , 
44  the  Vaifya ,  and  the  Sudra ,  (fo 
44  named  from  the  Scripture ,  pro- 
44  t  eft  ion,  wealth,  and  labour ),  to 
44  proceed  from  his  mouth,  his  arm, 
44  his  thigh,  and  his  foot/’ 

This  lingular  mode  of  producing 
the  parent  flock  of  the  human 
race,  occafioned  the  fir  ft  of  the 
calls  to  enjoy  a  proud  fuperiority, 
and  the  Lift  of  them  to  be  placed 
in  a  degraded  fituation.  Why  this 
wonderful  difference  was  made, 
Menu  himfelf  will  inform  us. 
44  Man,”  fays  he,  44  is  declared 
44  purer  above  the  navel ;  but  the 
44  felf-creating  Power  declared  the 
44  pureft  part  about  him,  to  be 
44  his  mouth.  Since  the  Brahmen 
44  fprang  from  the  moft  excellent 
44  part,  fince  he  was  the  firft  born, 
44  and  fince  he  poffeffes  the  Veda,  he 
44  is  by  right  the  chief  of  this  whole 
44  creation.  Him,  the  Being, who 

44  exifts 
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ir  exifts  of  himfelf,  produced  in  the 
“  beginning  from  his  own  mouth, 
**  that,  having  performed  holy  rites, 
“  he  might  prefent  clarified  butter 
“  to  the  Gods,  and  cakes  of  rice  to 
“  the  progenitors  of  mankind,  for 
“  the  preservation  of  this  world; 
“  What  created  being  then  can  fur- 
“  pafs  Him,  with  whole  mouth  the 
“  Gods  of  the  firmament  continually 
u  feaft  on  clarified  butter,  and  the 
li  manes  of  anceftors,  on  hallowed 
“  cakes.’' 

The  duties  of  the  various  clafies 
are  thus  Tummarily  enumerated. 
“  To  Brahmens  he  affigned  the  du- 
“  ties  of  reading  the  Veda ,  of  teach- 
“  ing  it,  of  facrificing,  of  afiifting 
“  others  to  facrifice,  of  giving  alms, 
u  if  they  be.  rich ,  and,  if  indigent , 
s‘  of  receiving  gifts  :  To  defend  the 
“  people,  to  give  alms,  to  facrifice, 
“  to  read  the  Veda ,  to  (bun  the 
“  allurements  of  fenfual  gratifica- 
“  tion,  are,  in  a  few  words,  the  du- 
“  ties  of  a  Cfiatrya  :  To  keep  herds 
“  of  cattle,  to  bellow  largeffes,  to 
“  facrifice,  to  read  the  Scripture,  to 
“  carry  on  trade,  to  lend  at  inter-Tt, 
“  and  to  cultivate  land,  are  pre- 
“  fcribecl  or  permitted  to  a  Vaifya  : 
“  One  principal  duty  the  Supreme 
“  Ruler  afiigns  to  a  Sudra  ;  namely, 
^  to  ferve  the  before-mentioned 
“  clafies,  without  depreciating  their 
“  worth.” 

From  the  quotations  which  have 
been  already  given,  it  is  manifeft, 
that  the  nearly  linecure  office  of 
prefenting  clarified  butter  to  the 
Gods,  and  cakes  of  rice  to  the  manes 
of  anceftors,  is  endowed  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  privileges.  Never,  in¬ 
deed,  was  any  code  fo  artfully  form¬ 
ed  as  this,  to  raife  one  favoured  clafs 
to  an  immeafurable  height  above  all 
others.  In  every  part  of  it  the  doc¬ 
trine,  that  “  fuch  divinity  doth 
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<(  hedge”  a  Brahmen,  is  carefully 
taught.  A  few  extradts,  taken,  in 
fucceffion,  from  fome  of  the  chapters, 
will  not  be  unamufing. 

“  The  very  birth  of  Brdhmens  is  a 
“  conftant  incarnation  of  Dherma, 
“  God  of  Jufiice  ;  for  the  Br&hmen  is 
“  born  to  promote  juftice,  and  to 
“  procure  ultimate  happinefs. 

“  When  a  Brahmen  fprings  to 
u  light,  he  is  horn  above  the  world, 
“  the  chief  of  all  creatures,  aftigned 
“  to  guard  the  treafury  of  duties, 
“  religious  and  civil. 

“  Whatever  exifts  in  the  univerfe, 
“  is  all  in  eff’edl,  though  not  in  form , 
“  the  wealth  of  the  Brahmen ;  fince 
“  the  Brahmen  is  entitled  to  it  all  by 
“  his  primogeniture  and  eminence  of 
“  birth. 

“  The  Brahmen  eats  but  his  own. 
“  food ;  wears  but  bis  own  apparel ; 
“  and  bestows  but  his  own  in  alms  : 
u  through  the  benevolence  of  the 
“  Brahmen ,  indeed,  other  mortals 
“  enjoy  life. 

“  The  Brahmen  who  (Indies  this 
“  book,  having  performed  facred  rites, 
“  is  perpetually  free  from  offence,  in 
“  thought,  in  word,  and  in  deed;  he 
“  confers  purity  on  his  living  family, 
“  on  his  anceftors,  and  on  his  de- 
“  feendants,  as  far  as  the  feventh 
u  perfon ;  and  he  alone  defences  to 
“  poffefs  this  whole  earth. 

“  A  Brahmen,  who  is  the  giver  of 
“  fpiritual  birth,  the  teacher  of  pre- 
“  feribed  duty,  is  by  right  called. 
“  the  father  of  an  old  man,  though 
“  himfelfbea  child, 

“  By  culpable  marriages,  by  omif- 
“  fion  of  preferibed  ceremonies, 
“  by  negleft  of  reading  the  V eda , 
“  and  by  irreverence  towards  a 
“  Brahmen ,  great  families  are  funk 
“  to  a  low  (late. 

“  A  Bruhmen  coming  as  a  gueft, 
“  and  not  received  with  juft  honour, 
G  4  takes 
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44  takes  Tro  himfelf  all  the  reward  of 
“  the  houfekeepcr's  former  virtue, 
“  even  though  he  had  been  fo  tem- 
“  perate  as  to  live  on  the  gleanings 
44  of  harvefts,  and  fo  pious  as  to 
“  make  oblations  in  five  diftindt 
,44  fires. 

44  A  twice-born  man,  who  barely 
44  affaults  a  Brdhmen,  with  intention 
44  to  hurt  him,  fhall  be  whirled 
44  about  for  a  century  in  the  hell 
**  named  I  dmifra  ;•  but/having  smit- 
(i  ten  him  m  anger  and  by  design, 
i(  even  with  a  blade  of  grafs,  he 
v<  llia.ll  be  born,  in  one  and  twenty 
44  transmigrations,-  from  the  wombs 
“  of  impure  quadrupeds. 

u  Let  the  king,  having  rifen  at 
“  early  dawn,  refpe&fully  attend  to 
44  Brahmens,  learned  in  the  three 
44  Vedas ,  ai  d  in  the  fcience  of 
“  ethics  ;  and  by  this  decifion  let 
“  him  abide.  Con  ft  antly  mud  he 
44  fiiow  refpetft  to  Brahmens,  Let 
44  him  give  the  Brahmens  both  le- 
lt  enjoyments  and  moderate 
44  wealth. 

44  A  king,  even  though  dying  with 
44  want,  muft  not  receive  any  tax 
“  from  a  Brdhmen  learned  in  the 
44  Vedas,  nor  fuflfer  fuch  a  Brdhmen, 
44  refiding  in  his  territories,  to  be 
44  afflicted  with  hunger :  of  that 
44  king,  in  whofe  dominion  a  learned 
44  Brahmen  is  affiidled  with  hunger, 
“  the  whole  kingdom  will  in  a  Ihort 
44  time  be  afflifted  with  famine. 

44  A  learned  Brdhmen,  having 
44  found  a  freafure  formerly  bidden, 
may  take  it  without  any  deduction, 
fnce  he  is  the  lord  of  all  ;  but  of  a 
44  tieafure  accidentally  repofited  un- 
44  der  ground,  which  any  other  fub- 
jeci  or  the  king  has  difeovered, 
t&e  king  may  lay  up  half  in  his 
<4/  treafury,  having  given  half  to  the 
44  Brahmens. 

44  Let  a  juft  prince  banifh  men  of 


44  the  three  lower  claffes,  if  they’ 
44  give  falfe  evidence,-  having  fir  it 
44  levied  the  fine;  but  a  Brdhmen  let 
44  him  only  bam  lb. 

44  Menu,  fon  of  the  felf-exiftent, 
44  has  named  ten  places  of  punifii- 
44  ment,  which  are  appropriated  to’ 
44  the  three  lower  clafies ;  but  a 
44  Brdhmen  mult  depart  from  the 
44  fealm  unhurt  in  any  one  of  them. 

44  Ignominious  tonfure  is  ordained, 
u  inftead  of  capital  punifiiment,  for 
44  an  adulterer  of  the  prieftly  clafs, 
44  where  the  punifiiment  of  other 
44  clafies  may  extend  to  lofs  of  life. 

44  Never  fhall  the  king  Hay  a 
44  Brdhmen  though  convi&ed  of  all 
44  poffible  crimes  :  let  him  banifh 
44  the  offender  from  his  realm,  but 
44  with  all  liis  property  fecure,  and 
44  his  body  unhurt.  No  greater 
44  crime  is  known  on  earth  than 
44  flaying  a  Brdhmen  ;  and  the  king, 
44  therefore,  muft  not  even  form  in 
44  his  mind  an  idea  of  killing  a  prielt. 

44  A  Brdhmen ,  whether  learned 
u  or  ignorant,  is  a  powerful  divinity; 
44  even  as  fire  is  a  powerful  divinity, 
44  whether  confecrated  or  popular. 

44  Though  Brahmens  employ  them- 
44  felves  in  all  forts  of  mean  occupa- 
44  tion,  they  muft  invariably  be 
44  honoured,  for  they  are  fomething 
44  tranfcendently  divine. 

44  Let  every  man,' according  to  his 
44  ability,  give  wealth  to  Brahmen* 
44  detached  from  the  world  and 
44  learned  in  feripture :  fuch  a  giver 
44  shah  attain  heaven  after  this1 
“  life. 

“  Let  ho  pi  Otis  king  fine  the  man 
44  who  takes  by  Jtealth,  or  by  force , 

44  what  he  wants  to  make  a  facrijici 
44  perfect;  fince  it  is  the  king’s  folly, 

44  that  caufes  the  hunger  or  wants 
44  of  a  Brdhmen. 

44  From  his  high  birth  alone,  a 
44  Brdhmen  is  an  object  of  veneration 

44  even 
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'if  even  to  deities  ;  his  declarations 
44  to  mankind  are  decisive  evidence; 
4C  and  the  Veda  itfelf  confers  on 
44  him  .that  charadter. 

44  For  ftriking  a  Br&hmen,  even 
44  with  a  blade  of  grafs,  or  tying 
a  him  by  the  neck  with  a  cloth,  or 
“  overpowering  him  in  argument, 
44  and  adding  contemptuous  words, 

the  offender  miift  foothe  him  by 
44  falling  pro  (Irate. 

“  An  aifi niter  of  a  Brahmen ,  with 
44  intent  to  kill,  fn all  remain  in  hell 
44  a  hundred  years ;  for  actually 
**  ftriking  him  with  the  like  intent, 

a  thoufand. 

44  As  many  fmall  pellets  of  duft 
44  as  the  blood  of  a  Br&hmen  collects 
44  on  the  ground,  for  fo  many 
44  thoufand  years  mull  the  ftiedder 
4,4  of  that  blood  be  tormented  in 
44  lielL 

44  A  prieft,  who  fliould  retain  in 
n  his  memory  the  whole  Rigveda , 
44  would  be  abfolved  from  guilt,  even 
44  if  he  had  Haiti  the  inhabitants  of 
44  three  worlds,  and  had  eaten  food 
44  from  the  fouleft  hands/7 

It  will,  perhaps,  excite  a  fmile  in 
feme,  and  a  frown  in  others,  to  fee 
the  flaying  the  inhabitants  of  three 
worlds,  and  the  eating  of  food  from 
impure  hands,  thus  linked  together, 
as  if  equal  offences^  Nor  will  the 
which  admits  fuch  flight 
for  enormous  crimes,  be 
allowed  to  pafs  without  cenfure. 

From  the  Brahmen,  to  whofe 
pleafure  every  thing  is  rendered 
fubfervient,  and  to  whofe  fins  almoft 
complete  impunity  is  allowed,  let 
us  turn  to  the  Sudra,  the  hewer  of 
wood  and  drawer  of  water  to  the 
Brahmenical  clafs.  A  few  quota¬ 
tions,  from  a  crowd  of  ftmilar  pac¬ 
kages,  will  afford  fome  idea  of  the 
Sudra’s  ftate*  What  is  confidered 


morality 

expiation 


as  the  principal  duty  of  the  low  eft 
clafs,  has  already  been  (lightly  men¬ 
tioned.  We  Khali  now  fee  it  more 
fully. 

“  The  firft  part  of  a  Br&hmen  g 
lt  compound  name  fiiould  indicate 
44  liolinefs;  of  a  Cfhatriyahs,  power; 
44  of  a  VaifyVs,  wealth ;  and  of  a 
u  Sudra’s,  contempt:  Let  the  ife- 
44  cond  part  of  the  Pri  eft’s  name 
44  imply  profperity;  of  the  foldier’s, 
44  prefervation  ;  of  the  merchant’s, 
44  nourifhment;  of  the  fer  wants, 
4?  humble  attendance. 

44  A  Brahmen ,  if  he  takes  a  'Sadr a. 
44  to  his  bed,  as  Ms  jirjt  wife,  finks 
44  to  the  region  of  torment;  if  be 
44  beget  a  child  by  her,  he  lofes  eveis 
44  his'prieftly  rank. 

46  For  the  crime  of  him,  wk 
44  this  illegally  drinks  the  raoifture 
44  of  a  Sadr  as  lips,  who  is  tainted 
ct  by  her  breath,  and  who  even 
44  begets  a  child  on  her  bodjq  tk® 
44  law  declares  no  expiation. 

“  He,  who  rarefies  a  Siidra  wo- 
44  nian,  after  he  has  been  invited 
44  to  facred  obfequies,  takes  ci 
44  himfelf  all  the  fin  that  has  been 
44  committed  by  the  giver  of  th« 
44  rep  aft. 

44  That  fool,  who,  having  eaten 

of  the  Sradhha  (a  lacrificial  feaft), 
44  gives  the  refidue  of  it  to  a  mam 
r4  of  the  fervile  -clafs,  falls  .headloru- 
4‘  down  to  the  hell  named  Calafutra . 

44  Let  him  not  give  exert  temporal 
44  advice  to  a  Sudra.  Nor  let  him 
44  in  per  fan  give  fpiritual  counfel  to 
44  fuch  a  man,  nor  personally  inform 
44  him  of  the  legal  expiation  for h is 
44  fin:  furely  he,  who  declares  the 
44  law  to  a  fervile  man,  and  he,  who 
44  inftnnfts  him  in  the  mode  of  ex- 
44  piating  fin,  except  by  the  int  erven- 
44  lion  of  a  priejl,  finks  with  that 
44  very  man  into  the  hell  named 
44  A/amtnla. 


**  Let 
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“  Let  no  kinfman,  whilft  any  of 
“  his  own  clafs  are  at  hand,  caufe 
“  a  deceafed  Brahmen  to  be  carried 
“  out  by  Sudra ;  hnce  the  funeral 

rite,  polluted  by  the  touch  of  a 
“  fervile  man,  obftru&s  his  paffage 
“  to  heaven. 

“  A  Brahmen  fupported  only  by 
4‘  his  clafs,  and  one  barely  reputed 
4‘  a  Brahmen ,  but  without  perform- 
“  ing  any  fucerdotal  acts,  may,  at 
4‘  the  king*s  pleafure,  interpret  the 
“  law  to  him  :  fo  may  the  two  middle 

clqfjes ;  but  a  Sudra ,  in  no  cafe 
“  whatever.  Of  that  king,  who 
u  dupidly  looks  on,  while  a  Sudra 
“  decides  caufes,  the  kingdom  itfelf 
“  flia.ll  be  embarrafied,  like  a  cow  in 
“  deep  mire. 

“  The  whole  territory,  which  is 
“  inhabited  bv  a  number  of  Sudras, 
“  overwhelmed  with  atheids,  and 
“  deprived  of  B  rdhmens, mu(t  fpeedily 
“  perifh,  afflicted  with  death  and 
“  difeafe. 

“  A  once  horn  man,  who  inful ts 
“  the  nvice  born  with  srrofs  invec- 
“  tives,  ought  to  have  his  tongue 
“  flit ;  for  he  fprang  from  the  low- 
“  eh:  part  of  Brahma.  If  he  men- 
“  lion  their  names  and  clafTes  with 
“  contumely,  as  if  he  say,  ‘  Oh 
“  Df/vadatta,  thourefufe  of  Brah- 
“  mens*  an  iron  ftyle,  ten  fingers 
“  Ion?,  limit  be  thruft  reel  hot  into 
“bis  mouth. 

“  A  man  of  the  lowed  clafs,  who 
“  fhall  infolently  place  himfelf  on 
“  the  fame  feat  with  one  of  the 
“  highed,  fliall  either  be  banifhed 
“  with  a  mark  on  his  hinder  parts, 
“  or  the  king  (hall  caufe  a  galh  to  be 
“  made  on  his  buttock. 

“  A  Sudra ,  though  emancipated 
“  bv  his  m after,  is  not  releafed  from 
“  a  date  of  fervitncle  ;  for  of  a  date 
“  which  is  natural  to  him,  b_y  whom 
“  can  he  be  di vetted? 

12 


“  A  Brahmen  may  feize  without 
M  hefitation,  if  he  be  dijlrejjed  for  a 
“  fubjijlence,  the  goods  of  his  Sudra 
“flave;  for  as  that  flave  can  have 
“  no  property,  his  mader  may  take 
“  his  goods. 

“  A  fon,  begotten  through  lud  on 
“  a  Sudra  by  a  man  of  the  prieftly 
“  clafs,  is  even  as  a  corpfe,  though 
“  alive,  and  is  thence  called  in  law 
“  a  living  corpfe. 

“  Servile  attendance  on  Brahmens 
“  learned  in  the  Veda,  chiefly  on 
“  fuch  as  keep  houfe  and  are  famed 
“  for  virtue,  is  of  itfelf  the  higheft 
“  duty  of  a  Sudra ,  and  leads  him  to 
“  future  beatitude. 

“  From  a  Sudra ,  on  women  of  the 
“  commercial,  military,  and  priedly 
“  clafTes,  are  bom  fons  of  a  mixed 
“  breed,  called  A'yogaza,  Cjhattri , 
“  and  Chanddla ,  the  lowed  of  mor- 
“  tals. 

“  The  abode  of  a  Chanddla  and  a 
“  Su'apdca (the  latter  is  another 
tribe,  of  a  crofs  breed),  “mud  be  out 
“  of  the  town;  they  mud  not  have 
“  the  ufe  of  entire  vefiels  ;  their  foie 
“  wealth  mud  be  dogs  and  ados : — - 
“  Their  clothes  mud  be  the  mantles 
“  of  the  deceafed  ;  their  dilhes  for 
“  food,  broken  pots;  their  orna- 
“  meats,  rudy  iron  ;  continually 
“  muft  they  roam  from  place  to 
“  place; — Let  no  man,  who  regards 
“  his  duty,  religious  and  civil,  hold 
“  any  intercourfe  with  them ;  let 
“  their  tranfaddions  be  confined  to 
“  themfelves ;  and  their  marriages 
‘‘only  between  equals: — Let  food 
“  be  given  to  them  in  potsherds,  but 
“  not  by  the  hands  of  the  giver; 
“  and  let  them  not  walk  by  night  in 
“  cities  or  towns : — By  day  they 
“  may  walk  about  for  the  purpofe  of 
“  work,  didinguifhed  by  the  king's 
“badges;  and  they  fliall  carryout 
“  the  corpfe  of  every,  one  who  dies 

“  without 
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**  without  kindred  :  fuch  is  the  fixed 
u  rule.  They  fiiall  always  kill  thofe 
u  who  are  to  be  (lain  by  the  fentence 
“  of  the  law,  and  by  the  royal  war- 
u  rant ;  and  let  him  take  the  clothes 
“  of  the  fiain,  their  beds,  and  their 
u  ornaments. 

“  Attendance  on  Brahmens  ispro- 
“  nounced  the  beft  work  of  a  Sudra  : 
u  whatever  elle  he  may  perform,  will 
4‘  comparatively  avail  him  nothing. 

44  No  fupcrjluous  collection  of 
u  wealth  mult  be  made  bv  a  Sudra , 
u  even  though  he  has  power  to  make 
“  it,  fince  a  fervile  man,  who  has 
“  amalfied  riches,  becomes  proud,  and, 
u  by  his  influence  or  rngleei,  gives 
u  pain  even  to  Brahmens 

It  is  impoffible  to  rivet  more 
carefully  or  firmly,  than  this  code 
does,  the  hateful  links  of  the  chain 
of  flavery  and  human  degradation. 
But  low  as  he  is,  the  Sudra,  as  will 
indeed  be  leen  in  the  preceding  ex¬ 
tracts,  is  not  the  lovveft.  There  is 
“  in  the  lowed:  deep  a  lower  deep/’ 
u  Even,”  fays  Menu,  “  as  a  Sudra 
Ci  begets,  on  a  Bruhmeni  woman,  a 
“  fon  more  vile  than  himlelf,  thus 
“  any  other  low  man  begets,  on 
u  zcomen  of  the  four  dalles,  a  fon 
“  yet  lower.  The  fix  low  daffies, 
u  marrying  inverfely,  beget  fifteen 
“  yet  lower  tribes,  the  bale  pro- 
“  ducing  still  bafer ;  and  in  a  direct 
u  order  they  produce  fifteen  more” 
The  names  and  occupations  of  many 
of  thele  outcaft  tribes  are  enumer¬ 
ated  and  pointed  out  with  the  ut- 
moft  preeifion. 

In  lpeaking  of  oriental  habits  and 
cuftoms,  the  tranfition,  from  the 
fituation  of  the  fervile  clafs,  to  that 
of  females  in  general,  is  not  fo  abrupt 
and  unnatural  as,  at  fir  It  fight,  it 
may  feern,  to  the  native  of  a  coun¬ 
try  where  women  rank  high  in  place 
and  eftimation.  Let  us,  therefore, 
J2 
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next  fee  in  what  manner  the  divine 
Menu  direCts  women  to  be  treated, 
lie  tells  us,  at  the  beginning,  that 
“  The  names  of  women  fiiould  lie 
41  agreeable,  foft.  clear,  captivating 
“  the  fancy,  aufpieious,  ending  in 
“  long  vowels,  relembling  words  of 
“  benediction.” 

Thus  far,  the  ladies  will  not  be 
difpofed  to  quarrel  with  his  law,  and 
will,  perhaps,  admire  the  tafte  by 
which  it  was  dictated.  Nor  will 
they,  probably,  quarrel  with  tb# 
following  palfiage,  which  gives  a 
finking  picture  of  their  influence 
over  the  lords  of  the  creation. 

“It  is  the  nature  of  women  in 
“  this  world  to  caule  I  lie  feduCiion 
44  of  men  ;  for  which  reafon  the 
44  wife  are  never  unguarded  in  the 
<£  company  of  females  : — a  female 
“  indeed,  is  able  to  draw  from  the 
ii  right  path  in  this  life  not  a  fool 
“  only,  but  even  a  fage,  and  can  lead 
“  him  in  fubjeCtion  to  defire  or  to 
“  wrath..  Let  not  a  man,  therefore, 
“  fit  in  a  fequefiered  place  with  his 
“  neareft  female  relations  :  the  af- 
“  femblage  of  corporeal  organs  is 
“  powerful  enough  to  fnatch  wifidom. 
“  from  the  wife.” 

The  next  injunction  of  Menu,  is 
fiill  more  flattering :  “  Married 
“  women  muft  be  honoured  and 
“  adorned  by  their  fathers  and  bre- 
“  thren,  by  their  hulbands,  and  by  the 
“  brethren  of  their  hulbands,  if  they 
“  feek  abundant  profperity : — where 
u  females  are  honoured,  there  the 
“  deities  are  plc-afed  ;  but  where 
“  they  are  difiionoured,  there  all  re- 
“  ligious  aCts  become  fruitlefs. 
“  Where  female  relations  are  made 
“  miferable,  the  family  of  liim  who 
44  makes  them  fo,  foon  wholly  pe- 
“  i allies  ;  but  where  they  are  not  un- 
“  happy,  the  family  always  increases. 
u  — On  whatever  lioufes  the  women 

“  of 


204  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796 


u  of  a  family,  not  being  duly  ho- 
4*  floured,  pronounce  an  imprecation, 
a'  tliofe  houfes,  with  all  that  belong 
“  to  them,  utterly  perifli,  as  if  de- 
a  ftroyed  by  a  facrifice  for  the  death 
of  an  enemy. — Let  thofe  women, 
u  therefore,  be  continually  fuppiied 
with  ornaments,  apparel,  and  food, 
at  feftivals  and  at  jubilees,  by 
men  defirous  of  wealth; ” 

It  feems  as  if »»thofe  ladies,  who 
burry  to  India  every  year,  bad  read 
the  Veda  thus  far,  and  no  farther; 
and,  certainly,  had  Menu  flopped 
here,  he  would  have  been  held  in 
high  refpedt  by  all  the  female  race. 
But  the  dark  fide  of  the  picture' muft 
now  be  fho'wii  ;  and  this  will,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  excite  infinite  difgufl. 
f‘  By  a  girl,  or  by  a  young  woman, 
or  by  a  woman  advanced  in  years, 
“  nothing  mull  be.  done,  even  in  her 
“  own  dwelling  place,  according  to 
&  her  mere  pleafure : — In  childhood 
mufl  a  female  be  dependent  on  her 
W:  father,  in  youth,  on  her  hufband  ; 

her  lord  being  dead,  on  her  Ions  ; 
u  if  Jhe.  helve  no  Jons,  on  the  near 
bi  kin  fine  n  of  her  hufband,  ;  if  he  left 
u  no  kinfmen,  on  thofe  of  her  father  ; 
44  if  Jhe  have  no  paternal  kinjmen ,  on 
641  the  fovcrcign  ;  a  woman  mufl 
never  feek  independence. — Him 
“  to  whom  her  father  has  given 
44  her,1  or  her  brother  with  the  pa- 
u  ternal  affent,  let  her  obfeqnioufly 
u  honour,  while  he  lives;  and  when 
ei  he  dies,  let:  her  never  negledt  him. 
44  — Though  inobfervant  of  approved 
“  ufages,  or  enamoured  of  another 
“  woman,  or  devoid  of  good  quali- 
44  ties,  yet  a  hufband  mufl  conftantly 
44  be  adored  as  a  god  by  a  virtuous 
u  wife. — Nor  is  a  fecond  hufband 
44  allowed,  in  any  part  of  this  code, 

“  to  a  virtuous  woman.— A  married 
"4  woman,  who  violates  the  duty 
44  which  fhe  owes,  to  her  lord,  brings 


“  infamy  on  herfelf  in  this  life,  and, 
44  in  the  next,  fhall  enter  the  womb 
4<  of  a  fhakal,  or  be  afflicted  with 
44  elephant iafis,  and  other  difeafes, 
“  which  punifh  crimes/’  But  left, 
in  fome  cafes,  the  dread  of  being 
born  a  fhakal,  or  being  afflicted  with 
el'ephantiafis,  fhould  not  be  fuffi- 
ciently  ftrong  to  deter  a  wife  from 
going  aft  ray,  Menu  has  provided 
more  immediate  and  effectual  pe¬ 
nalties.  “  Should  a  wife,  proud  of 
44  her  family  and  the  great  qualities 
44  of  her  kinfmen,  actually  violate’ 
44  the  duty  which  fhe  owes  to  her 
44  lord,  let  the  king  condemn  her  to 
44  be  devoured  by  dogs  in  a  place 
44  well  frequented  ;  and  let  him 
44  place  the  adulterer  on  an  iron  bed 
44'  well  heated,  under  which  the  ex- 
44  ecutioners  fhall  throw  logs  con- 
44  tinually,  till  the  finful  wretch  be 
44  there  burned  to  death/’ 

So  rigid  are  the  laws  of  Menu, 
with  refpefl  to  the  perpetual  depen¬ 
dence  of  women,  that  the  precepts, 
which  wre  have  quoted  from  the' 
fifth  chapter,  are  repeated,  with 
fome  variations,  in  the  ninth.  “  Day 
44  and  night  muff  women  be  held 
44  by  their  protectors  in  a  ftate  of 
44  dependence;  but  in  lawful  and 
‘4  innocent  recreations,  though  rather 
44  acidified  to  them,  they  may  be 
44  left  at  their  own  difpofaL— Their 
44  fathers  protect  them  in  childhood;. 
“  their  hufbands  protect;  them  in 
44  youth  ;  their  fons  protect  them  in 
44  age  :  a  woman  is  never  fit  for  in- 
44  dependence. — Women  muff,  above 
“  all,  be  refrained  from  thefmalleti 
44  illicit  gratification  ;  for,  not  being 
44  thus  refrained,  they  bring  forrow 
44  on  both  families. —  Let  hufbands*. 
44  how  weak  foever,  diligently  keep 
44  their  wives  under  lawful  reftric- 
44  tions. — No  man,  indeed,  can 
4f  wholly  reflraiir  women  by  violent 

44  meafures ; 
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>'6  meafures;  but  by  thefe  expedients 
44  they  may  be  retrained  :  let  the 
44  hufband  keep  his  wife  employed 

in  the  collection  and  expenditure 
V  of  wealth,  in  purification  and 
44  female  duty,  in  the  preparation  of 
44  daily  food,  and  the  fuperintend- 
>‘4  ence  of  houfehold  utenfils.” 

In  the  feventh  chapter,  there  is 
a  curious  inftance  of  that  reitlefs 
fulpicion  and  terror  which  defpotifrn, 
even  in  the  pride  of  its  power,  and  in 
the  midft  of  its  plealures,  is  doomed 
to  feel.  Speaking  of  the  king,  it, 
amons;  an  abundance  of  trivial- 
ities,  says,  44  Let  his  females,  well 
u  tried  and  attentive,  their  drefs 
44  and  ornaments  having  been  exa- 
44  mined,  left  fume  weapon  Jhould  be 
44  concealed  in  them ,  do  him  humble 
44  fervice  with  fans,  water,  and  per- 
44  fumes." 

That  the  religious  ceremonies, 
which  this  code  orders,  juftly  merit 
the  cenfure  of  being  44  generally  ab- 
furd  and  often  ridiculous,"  the  fol¬ 
lowing  inltanees,  felected  from  a 
crowd  of  others,  will  clearly  prove. 

44  A  Brahmen,  beginning  and 
#*  ending  a  leClure  on  the  Veda, 
44  muft  always  pronounce  to  himfelf 
44  the  fyllable  om;  for,  unlefs  the 
44  fyllable  om  precede,  his  learning 
44  will  flip  away  from  him ;  and, 
44  unlefs  it  follows,  nothing  will  be 
v'  long  retained. 

44  If  he  have  fitter)  on  culms  of 
44  cufa  with  their.points  toward  the 
44  eaft,  and  be  purified  by  rubbing 
44  that  holy  grafs  on  both  his  hands, 
“  and  be  further  prepared  by  three 
H  fuppreffions  of  breath,  each  equal 
n  in  time  to  Jive  Jhort  vowels,  he  then 
44  may  fitly  pronounce  om. 

44  Brahma,  milked  out,  as  it  were,. 
tl  from  the  three  Vedas,  the  hitter 
“  a ,  the  letter  u,  and  the  letter  m, 
tl  which  form  by  their  coalition  the 
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44  triliteral  monofyallable ,  together 
44  with  three  myfterious  words,  hhur, 
“  bhuvahjwer,  or  earth, Jky ,  heaven c; 

44  From  the  three  Vedas,  alio,  the 
44  Lord  of  creatures  incomprehensibly 
44  exalted,  fucceflively  milked  out 
44  the  three  meafures  of  that  in- 
44  effable  text,  beginning  witli  the 
44  word  tad,  and  entitled  fdvitri  or 
44  gayatri  ” 

“  In  his  domeftic  fire  for  drefiins 
4t  the  food  of  all  the  gods,  after  the 
44  preferibed  ceremony,  let  a  Brdh- 
44  men  make  an  oblation  each  day, 
44  to  theie  following  divinities;  Fir  ft 
44  to  Agni,  god  of  fire,  and  to  the 
44  lunar  god,  leverally ;  then  to 
44  both  of  them  at  once;  next  to 
44  the  affembled  gods;  and  afterwards 
44  to  Du  an  want  Ait  i,  god  of  me- 
44  dicine ;  to  Cuhu,  goddefs  of  the 
44  day,  when  the  new  moon  is 
44  difcernible;  to  Anualati,  goddefs 
44  of  the  day,  after  the  oppofition; 
44  to  Prajapati,  or  the  lord  of 
44  creatures;  to  Dya'va'  and  Pri- 
44  thivi',  goddefies  of  flcy  and 
44  earth ;  and  laftly,  to  the  fire  of 
44  the  good  facrifice. 

“  Having  thus,  with  fixed  atten- 
44  tion,  offered  clarified  butter  in  all 
44  quarters,  proceedingjTo.v?  the  eaft 
44  in  a  fouthern  direction  to  Indra, 
“..Yama,  Varuna,  and  the  god 
44  Soma,  let  him  offer  his  gift  to 
44  animated  creatures:  Saying,  44  1 
44  falute  the  Marutsh’  'or  winds,  let 
44  him  throw  dreffed  rice  near  the 
44  door;  faying,  44  1  falute  tire  water 
44  gods,"  in  water.;  and  on  his  peflle 
44  and  mortar,  faying  44  I  falute  the 
44  gods  of  large  trees. 

44  Let  him  do  the  like  in  the  north 
44  eaft,  or  near  his  pillow,  to  Siu', 
44  the  goddefs  of  abundance ;  in  the 
44  fouth  weji,  or  at  the  foot  of  his 
“  bed,  to  the  propitious  goddefs, 
44  Bhadraca'li'';  in  the  centre  of 

44  in* 


206  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796. 


u  his  manfion,  to  Brahma'  and  his 
44  houfehold  god;  to  all  the  gods 
“  aftembled,  let  him  throw  up  his 
“  oblation  in  the  open  air;  by  day, 
44  to  the  fpirits  who  walk  in  light ; 
44  and  by  night,  to  thofe  who  walk 
u  in  darknefs :  In  the  building  on 
44  his  houi’e  top,  or  behind  his  bach, 

let  him  call  ^is  oblation  for  the 
44  welfare  of  all  creatures  ;  and 
44  what  remains  let  him  give  to  the 
44  Pit  ids  with  his  racf  towards  the 
44  fouth;  The  fhare  of  dogs,  of  out- 
44  cafts,  of  dog  feeders,  of  linful  men, 
44  punilhed  with  elephantiafis  or 
44  confumption,  of  crows  and  of 
44  reptiles,  let  him  drop  on  the 
44  ground  by  little  and  little. 

A  Brdhmen,  who  thus  each 
44  day  dial!  honour  all  beings,  will 
“  go  to  the  higheft  region  in  a 
44  ftraight  path,  in  an  irradiated 
u  form.” 

A  long  lift  of  various  oblations 
to  the  manes,  among  which  theflelh 
of  the  rhinoceros,  and  of  an  iron-, 
coloured  kid,  ftands  the  higheft  iq 
value,  concludes  with  this  dramatic 
exclamation.  44  Oh  !  may  that  man, 
“fay  the  manes,  be  born  in  our  line, 
“  who  may  give  us  milky  food,  with 
44  honey  and  pure  butter,  both  on 
44  the  thirteenth  of  the  moon,  and 
44  when  the  fhadow  of  an  elephant 
44  falls  to  the  eaft  !” 

Every  page  prefents  examples  of 
minute  and  childith  formalities, 
even  more  trivial  than  the  following  : 

“  Let  Undents  in  theology  wear 
u for  their  mantles,  the  hides  of 
“  black  antelopes,  of  common  deer, 

44  or  of  goats,  with  lower  vej'ts  of 
u  woven  fdna,  of  ojhuma,  and  of 
44  wool,  in  the  dired  order  of  their 
44  dalles.  The  girdle  of  a  prieft 
44  muft  be  made  of  munja,  in  a  triple 
14  cord,  fmooth  and  loft ;  that  of 
44  a  Warrior  mull  be  a  bo^ftring  of 


44  mured',  that  of  a  merchant,.  a 
44  triple  thread  oi  f ana.” 

The  choice  of  ftaves  for  the  three 
fuperior  claftes,  (for  the  poor  Sudras 
are  not  favoured  with  a  ftaff),  is 
likewise  a  matter  of  great  nicety,’ 
The  materials  and  length  are  ac¬ 
curately  regulated,  and  it  is  gravely 
added,  44  Let  all  the  ftaves  be 
44  ftraight,  without  fradure,  of  a 
44  handfome  appearance,  not  likely 
44  to  terrify  men,  with  their  bark 
44  perfed,  unhurt  by  fire.” 

44  A  Brahmen  Ihould  thus  be 
4<  fainted  in  return;  ‘May’ll  thou 
44  live  long  excellent  man  V  and  at 
44  the  end  of  his  name,  the  vowel 
44  and  preceding  confonant  Ihould 
44  be  lengthened  with  an  acute  accent 
44  to  three  1‘yUcibick  moments  or 
44  short  vowels 

44  Let  all  the  drefied  food”  (at  a 
Sraddha)”  be  very  hot;  and  let 
44  the  Brahmens  eat  it  in  filence  ; 

44  nor  let  them  declare  the  qualities 
44  of  the  food,  even  though  alked 
“  by  the  giver.” 

^  k-et  him  not  eat  his  food, 

44  wearing  only  a  fingle  cloth ;  nor 
44  let  him  bathe  quite  naked;  nor 
44  let  him  ejed  urine  or  feces  on 
44  the  highway,  nor  on  allies,  nor 
44  where  kine  are  grazing;  nor  on 
44  tilled  ground,  nor  in  water,  nor 
44  on  wood  raifed  for  burning,  nor, 

44  itnlcfs  he  be  in  great  need,  or  on 
44  a  mountain,  nor  on  the  ruins  of 
44  a, temple,  nor  as  any  time  on  a 
44  neft  of  white  ants,  nor  in  ditches 
44  with  living  creatures  in  them, 

44  nor  walking,  nor  ftanding,  nor  on 
44  the  bank  of  a  river,  nor  on  the 
44  l’ummit  of  a  mountain  :  nor  let 
44  him  eject  them,  looking  at  things 
44  moved  by  the  wind,  or  at  fire,  or 
44  at  a  prieft,  or  at  the  fun,  or  at 
44  water,  or  at  cattle ;  but  let  him 
44  void  his  excrements^  having  co- 
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11  vereci  the  earth  with  wood,  pot- 
“  herbs,  dry  leaves  and  grafs,  or 
u  the  like,  carefully  lupprelling  his 
4‘  utterance,  wrapping  up  his  breait 
“  and  his  head.  By  day  let  him 
“  void  them  with  his  face  to  the 
“  north ;  by  night,  with  his  face  to 
the  louth;  and  at  lun-rii'e  and  at 
“  fun-fet,  in  the  fame  manner  as  by 
“  day ;  in  the  ihade  or  in  darknefs, 
“  whether  by  day  or  by  night,  let 
“  a  Brdliman  cafe  nature  with  his 
“  face  turned  as  he  pleafes;  and  in 
“  places  where  he  fears  injury  to 
44  life, from  wild  beajls  or  from  rep - 
“  tiles.  Of  him,  who  Ihoiild  urine 
<4  again  ft  fire,  again  ft  the  fun,  or  the 
“  moon,  againft  a  twice-born  man, 
u  a  cow,  or  the  wind,  all  the  facred 
44  knowledge  would  perilh/’ 

“  Let  not  a  man,  who  riefires  to 
“  enjoy  long  life,  hand  upon  hair, 
“  nor  upon  allies,  bones,  or  pot- 
44  (herds,  nor  upon  feeds  of  cotton, 
44  nor  upon  hulks  of  grain/' 

“  At  the  beginning  of  each  day 
let  him  difeharge  his  feces,  bathe, 
‘‘  rub  his  teeth,  apply  a  collirium  to 
44  his  eyes,  adjuh  his  drefs,  and 
44  adore  the  gods." 

“  From  a  king,  not  born  in  the 
“  military  clal's,  let  him  accept  no 
44  gift,  nor  from  fuch  as  keep  a 
“  flaughter-houfe  or  an  oil-prefs,  or 
“  put  out  a  vintner’s  Hag,  or  fubfilt 
44  by  the  gain  of  proftitutes :  one 
44  oil  prefs  is  as  bad  as  ten  flaugh- 
44  ter-houfes ;  one  vintner’s  flag,  as 
44  ten  oil-prefles;  one  proftitute,  as 
14  ten  vintner’s  flags ;  one  fuck  king, 
“  as  ten  proftitutes;  with  a  (laugh- 
“  terer,  therefore ,  who  employs  ten 
“  thoufand  (laugh ter-houfes,  a  king, 
44  not  a  Jollier  by  birth ,  is  declared 
4‘  to  be  on  a  level ;  and,  a  gift  from 
44  him  is  tremendous/’ 

The  directions  for  the  choice  of 
a  wife  are  calculated  to  excite  a 
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smile,  44  In  conne&ing  himfelf 
“  with  a  wife,  let  him  ftudioufly 
44  avoid  the  ten  following  families, 
“  be  they  ever  fo  great,  or  ever  fo 
“  rich  in  kine,  goats,  Jheep,  gold 
“  and  grain :  The  family  which 
“  has  omitted  the  prescribed  afts  of 
“  religion ;  that,  which  has  pro- 
“  duced  no  male  children;  that,  in 
‘4  which  the  Veda  has  not  been 
read;  that,  which  has  thick  hair 
“  on  the  body ;  and  thole  which 
“  have  been  iubjetit  to  hemorrhoids, 
“  to  phthifts,  to  difpepfia,  to  epi- 
“  ^ply,  to  leprofy,  and  to  elephan- 
“  tialis.  Let  him  not  marry  a  girl 
with  reddish  hair,  nor  with  anf 
“  deformed  limb;  nor  one  troubled 
“with  habitual  ficknefs;  nor  one 
“  either  with  no  hair,  or  with  too 
“  much ;  nor  one  immoderately 
“  talkative ;  nor  one  with  inflamed 
“  eycs ;  nor  one  with  the  name  of 
“  a  conftellation,  of  a  tree,  or  of  a 
“  river,  ot  a  barbarous  nation,  or 
of  a  mountain,  of  a  winged  crea- 
“  ture,  a  lnake,  or  a  Have;  nor 
“  with  any  name  raifing  an  image 
“  of  terror.  Let  him  chuse  for  his 
“  wife,  a  girl,  whole  form  has  no 
“  defeat ;  who  has  an  agreeable 
44  name  ;  who  walks  gracefully ,  like 
44  a  phenicopteros ,  or  like  a  youn^ 
“elephant;  vvhofe  hair  and  teeth 
44  are  moderate  refpeftively  in 
“  quantity  and  in  fize  ;  whofe  body 
44  has  exquifite  foftnefs.” 

Sir  William  Jones  has  mentioned, 
with  implied  cenfure,  the  relaxed 
morality  ol  the  Hindus ,  in  the  two 
inftances  of  light  oaths  and  pious 
perjury.  In  the  cafe  of  pious  per¬ 
jury,  the  laxity  of  the  law,  however 
impioper,  has  been  oeeafloned  by 
benevolent  motives.  But,  with  re- 
fpeeft  to  light  oaths,  it  is  not  ealy 
to  conceive,  except  in  one  part,  the 
motives  which  induced  the  legislator 

to 
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to  tolerate  fuch  Vagrant  violations 
o.£  moral  propriety.  As  far  as 
regards  females  and  lovers,  he  seems 
to*  have  been  of  the  same  opinion 
with  many  Europeans*  -  that  “  Jove 
but  laughs  at  lovers-  oaths,  and 
lovers’  perjuries.”  Speaking  on 
the  latter  head,  of  light  oaths,  after 
having,,  in  certain  cafes,  briefly 
forbidden,  and  denounced  punifli- 
menfe  againft  them,  he  adds,  “  To 
44  women,,,  however,  at  a  time  of 
&  dalliance,  or  on  a  propofal  of 
marriage,  in  the  cafe  of  grafs  or 
4~  fruit  eaten  by  a  cow,  of  wood 
44  taken  for  a  facrifice,  or  of  a  pro- 
%  mi fe  made  for  tlie  prefer vation  of 
44  a  Brahmen,  it  is  no  deadly  fin  to 
4f  take  a  light  oath,” 

Pious  perjury  is  thus  favourably 
mentioned.  “  In  fome  cafes,  a 
I4  giver  of  falfe  evidence  from  a 
44  pious,  motive,  even  though  he 
44  know  the  truth,  ill  all  not  lofe  a 
44  feat  in  heaven ;  fuch  evidence 
44  wife  men  call  the  fpeech  of  the 
44  gods,. — Whenever  the  death  of  a 
44  man,  uko  had  not  been  a  grievous 
44  offender,  either  of  the  fervile,  the 
44  commercial,  the  military,  or  the 
44  facerdotal  clafs,  would  be  ocea- 
44  honed  by  true  evidence,  from  the 
44  known  rigour  qf  the  king,  even 
44  though  the  fault  arofe  from  inad - 

4.4  verteuce  or  error,  falfehood  ma^ 
44  he  ipoken :  it  is  even  preferable 

8.4  to  truth,” 

One  remarkable  claufe,  in  that 
branch  of  the  code  which  relates  to. 
judicial  proceedings,  seems  to  render 
it  rather  hazardous,  to  appear  in  the 
character  of  a  witnefp.  The  llrange 
pe-rverfion  of  religious  feeling,  by 
fetch  tliis  claufe  was  prompted,  is 
fvhJieiently  obvious.  44  The  witneia, 
44  who  has  given  evidence,  and  to 
44  whom,  withm  feyen  days  after. 


44  a  misfortune  happens  from  difeafe, 
44  lire,  or  the  death  of  a  k  infra  an, 
44  ihall  be  condemned  to  pay  the 
44  debt  and  a  fine.”  it  is  wonderful 
that  the  legiflator  did  not  perceive 
the  dreadful  rife  which  might  be 
made  of  this  clauie,  by  any  wicked 
individual. 

Even  our  bed  actions  have  been 
attributed  to  the  love  of  lelf,  by 
Rochefoucauld  ;  mid  Pope  has  aflert- 
ed,  that  44  felfdove  and  lbcial  are 
44  the  same.”  Menu  certainly  has 
the  merit,  fuch  as  it  is,  of  having 
dilcovered,  long  before  the  French- 
duke,  that  felt-love  is  the  motive 
power  of  the  human  mind :  but  he. 
does  not,  with  Pope,  confide r  it  as 
worthy  of  approbation.  44  Self-love,” 
he  lays,  is  no  44  laudable  motive; 
44  yet  an  exemption  from  self-love. 
4‘  is  not  to  be  found  id  this  world; 
44  on  felfdove  is  grounded  the  budy 
44  of  feripture,  and  the  practice  of 
44  actions  recommended  in  it, — Not 
44  a  single  act  here  below  appeal's 
*4  ever  to  be  done  by  a  man  free- from 
44  felfdove;  whatever  he  performed, 
44  it  is  wrought  from  his  defire  of  a 
44  reward.  He,"  indeed,  who  should 
44  perfift  in  dif charging  thefe  duties 
44  without  any  view  to  their  fruit, 
44  would  attain  hereafter  the  bate 
44  of  the  immortals,  and  even  in  this 
44  life,  would  enjoy  all  the  virtuous 
44  gratifications,  that  his  fancy  could 
“  fugged,” 

It  is  now  time  to  give  fome  fpe- 
cimens  of  that  amiable  feeling,  and 
exalted  morality,  with  which,  not¬ 
withstanding  its  oceabonal  devia¬ 
tions,  this  work  abounds  ;  and  with 
thefe,  and  one  or  two  from  the  lab 
chapter  of  the  volume,  we  fhall  elofe 
Our  extracts. 

44  A  man,  by  the  attachment  of 
44  his  organs  to  ienfual  pleating 

d  incurs 
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incurs  certain  guilt,  but,  having 
“  wholly  fubdued  them,  he  thence 
“  attains  heavenly  blifs." 

“  To  a  man  contaminated  by  fen- 
“  fuality,  neither  the  Vedas, nor  libe- 
“  rality,  nor  facrihces,  nor  ftrid:  ob- 
“  fervances,  nor  pious  aufterities, 
“  ever  procure  felicity.  lie  must 
“  be  contidered  as  really  triumphant 
“  over  his  organs,  who,  on  hearing 
“  and  touching,  on  feeing  and  tafting 
“  and  fmelling,  what  may  pleafe  or 
“  offend  the  ftnfes,  neither  greatly 
“  rejoices  nor  greatly  repines." 

“  Good  inftruction  muft  be  given 
u  without  pain  to  the  inftruded;  and 
“  fweet  gentle  fpeech  muft  be  ufed 
“  by  a  preceptor  who  cherilhes 
“  virtue.” 

“  Let  not  a  man  be  querulous 
“  even  though  in  pain;  let  him  not 
“  injure  another  in  deed  or  in 
“  thought;  let  him  not  even  utter  a 
word,  bv  which  bis  fellow-creature 
“  may  fuffer  unealinels;  lince  that 
“  will  obftrud  his  own  progrefs  to 
u  future  beatitude.’' 

“No  gueft  muft  be  difmiffed  in 
“  the  evening  by  a  houfekeeper;  he 
is  fent  by  the  retiring  fun ;  and, 
“  whether  he  come  in  fit  feafon  or 
“  unfeafonablv,  he  muft  not  fojourn 
“  in  the  houfe  without  entertain- 
“  ment.  Let  him  not  himfelf  eat 
“  any  delicate  food,  without  afking 
“  his  gueft  to  partake  of  it:  the 
“  fatisfadiun  of  a  gueft  will  affuredly 
<c  bring  the  houfekeeper  wealth, 
“  reputation,  long  life,  and  a  place 
‘‘  in  heaven/' 

“  He  muft  live,  with  no  injury, 
“  or  with  the  leaft  poffible  injury, 
“  to  animated  beings/' 

“  Let  him  not  infult  thofe  who 
“  want  a  limb,  or  have  a  limb  re- 
“  dundant,  who  are  unlearned,  who 
“  are  advanced  in  age,  who  have 
Vol.  XXXVIII. 


“  no  beauty,  who  have  no  wealth, 
“  or  who  are  of  an  ignoble  race." 

“  Denial  of  a  future  ftate,  negled 
“  of  the  fcripture,  and  contempt  of 
“  the  deities,  envv  and  hatred,  va- 
“  nity  and  pride,  wrath  and  fe verity, 
“  let  him  at  all  times  avoid." 

“  Even  here  below  an  unjuft  man 
“  attains  no  felicity;  nor  he,  whofe 
“  wealth  proceeds  from  giving  falfe 
“  evidence  ;  nor  he,  who  conftantly 
“  takes  delight  in  mifchief.  Though 
u  opprefted  by  penury, in  confequence 
“  of  his  righteous  dealings,  let  him 
“  never  give  his  mind  to  unrighte- 
“  oufnefs ;  for  he  may  obferve  tho 
“  fpeedy  overthrow  of  iniquitous  and 
il  finful  men.  Iniquity,  committed 
“  in  this  world,  produces  not  fruit 
“  immediately,  but ,  like  the  earth, 
“  in  due  feafon  ;  and,  advancing  by 
“  little  and  little,  it  eradicates  the 
“  man  who  committed  it.  Yes; 
“  iniquity  once  committed,  fails  not 
“  of  producing  fruit  to  him  who 
“  wroughtit;  if  not  in  his  own  per  (on, 
“  yet  in  his  fons;  or,  if  notin  his  fons, 
“  yet  in  his  grundfons :  he  grows  rich 
“  for  awhile  through  unrighteouf- 
“  nefs;  then  he  beholds  good  things  j 
“  then  it  is,  that  he  vanquifhes  his 
“  foes  ;  but  he  perifties  at  length 
“  from  his  whole  root  upwards.  Let 
“  a  man  continually  take  pleafure 
“  in  truth,  in  juftice,  in  laudable 
“  p  rad  ices,  and  in  purity ;  let  him 
“  chaftife  thofe  whom  he  may 
“  chaftife  in  a  legal  mode;  let  him 
“  keep  in  fubjedion  his  fpeech,  his 
“arm,  and  his  appetite:  wealth 
“  and  pleafures,  repugnant  to  law, 
“let  him  fliun;  and  even  lawful 
“  ads,  which  may  caufe  future  pain, 
“  or  be  offehfive  to  mankind/' 

“  A  wife  man  fhouid  conftantly 
“  difeharge  ail  the  moral  duties, 
“  though  he  perform  mot  conftantly 
P  *  “  iht 
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“  the  ceremonies  of  religion ;  fince 
“  he  falls  low,  if,  while  he  performs 
“  ceremonial  ads  only,  he  difcharge 
“  not  his  moral  duties." 

“  Giving  no  pain  to  any  creature, 
u  let  him  colled  virtue,  by  degrees, 
“  for  the  fake  of  acquiring  a  ccm- 
“  panion  to  the  next  world,  as  the 
“  white  ant  by  degrees  builds  bis 
“  nell;  for,  in  his  paffage  to  the 
“  next  world,  neither  his  father,  nor 
“  his  mother,  nor  his  wife,  nor  his 
“  Ion,  nor  his  kinfmen,  will  remain 
“  in  his  company:  his  virtue  alone 
“  will  adhere  to  him.  Single  is  each 
4i  man  born;  fingle  he  dies;  fmgle 
“  he  receives  the  reward  of  his  good, 
“  and  fingle  the  punilhment  of  his 
“evil  deeds:  when  lie  leaves  his 
“  corfe,  like  a  log  or  a  lump  of 
“  clay,  on  the  ground,  his  kindred 
retire  with  averted  faces;  but  his 
“  virtue  accompanies  bis  foul.  Con- 
“  tinually,  therefore,  by  degrees,  let 
“  him  colled  virtue,  for  the  fake  of 
“  fecuringaninfeparable  com})  an  ion; 
“  fince  with  virtue  for  his  guide,  he 
will  traverfe  a  gloom,  how  hard 
“  to  be  traverfed  !  A  man,  habitually 
“  virtuous,  whole  offences  have  been 
“  expiated  by  devotion,  is  inftantly 
“  conveyed  after  death  to  the  higher 
“  world,  with  a  radiant  form  and  a 
“  body  of  ethereal  liibftance." 

“  He,  who  injures  animals,  that 
“  are  not  injurious,  from  a  wilh  to 
“  give  himfeif  pleafure,  adds  nothing 
“  to  his  own  happinefs,  living  or 
“  dead  ;  while  he,  who  gives  no 
“  creature  willingly  the  pain  of  con- 
“  finement  or  death,  but  leeks  the 
u  good  oi  all  Jen  tie  nt  beings ,  enjoys 
“  bids  without  end/’ 

“  But  ot  all  puie  things,  purity 
“  in  acquiring  wealth  is  pronounced 
“  the  moff  excellent :  since  he,  who 
H  gains  wealth  with  clean  hands  is 


“  truly  pure;  not  he,  who  is  purified 
“  merely  with  earth  and  water." 

i(  By  Brahmens ,  placed  in  thefe 
“  four  orders,  a  tenfold  fyftem  of 
“  duties  mult  ever  be  feduloufly 
“  practifed:  content,  returning  good 
“  ior  evil,  reliltance  to  fenfual  ap- 
‘£  petites,  ahftinence  from  illicit 
“  gain,  purification,  coercion  of  the 
“  organs,  knowledge  of  scripture, 
“  knowledge  of  the  Supreme  Spirit, 
<£  veracity,  and  freedom  from  wrath, 
“  form  their  tenfold  fyffem  of 
“  duties." 

“  On  a  comparifon  between  death 
u  and  vice,  the  learned  pronounce 
u  vice  the  more  dreadful ;  fince, 
“  alter  death,  a  vicious  man  finks  to 
u  regions  lower  and  lower,  while  a 
“  man,  free  from  vice,  reaches 
“  heaven/* 

“  Bet  mutual  fidelity  continue  till 
“  death  :  this,  in  few  words,  may  he 
“  confidered  as  the  fupreme  law 
“  between  hulhand  and  wife.  Let 
“  a  man  and  woman,  united  by 
“  marriage,  conffantly  beware,  left 
“  at  any  time  difunited,  they  violate 
“  their  mutual  fidelity/' 

“  The  foul  itfelf  is  its  own  wit- 
a  nefs ;  the  ioul  itlelt  is  its  own 
reluge ;  ofiend  not  thy  confcious 
“  foul,  the  fupreme  internal  witneis 
“  of  men  !  the  finful  have  faid  in 
u  their  hearts :  “  none  lees  us/'  Yes ; 
“  the  gods  diftin/tly  lee  them,  and 
“  lb  does  the  fpirit  within  their 
“  breads/’ 

The  Inffitutes  confift  of  twelve 
chapters,  of  which  the  following 
are  the  titles :  Chapter  I.  On  the 
Cre  ation ;  with  a  Summary  of  the 
Contents.  In  the  Hindu  account 
of  the  cre  .tion,  as  given  in  this 
chapter,  there  are  many  points  of 
fimilanty with  the  Mofaical  account. 
Chap.  il.  On  Education  ;  or  .on  the 
’  Fir  ft 
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Fil'd  Order.  Chap.  III.  On  Mar¬ 
riage  ;  or  on  the  Second  Order. 
Chap.  IV.  On  Economicks,  and 
Private  Morals.  Chap.V.  On  Diet, 
Purification,  and  Women.  Chap.  Vi. 
On  Devotion,  or  on  the  Third  and 
Fourth  Orders.  Chap.  VIT.  On 
Government;  or  on  the  Military 
Glafs.  Chap.  V4II.  On  Judicature ; 
and  on  Law,  private  and  criminal. 
Chap.  IX.  On  the  Commercial  and 
Servile  Claffes.  Chap.  X.  On  the 
mixed  Claffes,  and  on  Times  of  Dif- 
trefs.  Chap.  XI.  On  Penance  and 
Expiation.  Chap.  XII.  On  Trans¬ 
migration  and  final  Beatitude. 

The  lad  chapter  is  exceedingly 
curious,  and  contains  a  minute  enu¬ 
meration  of  the  different  forms, 
which  tranfgreffors  of  almoft  every 
clafs  are  to  affume,  when,  after  hav¬ 
ing,  “  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
paffed  through  terrible  regions  of 
torture/’  they  once  more  enter  into 
exifience,  “  to  efface  all  remains  of 
their  fin/’  Some  of  thefe  transmi¬ 
grations  are  Sufficiently  ludicrous. 
If  a  man  have  Stolen  a  woman,  he 
is  to  become  a  bear;  if  Silken  clothes, 
the  bird  tittiri :  and  if  exquilite 
perfumes,  a  muik  rat.  A  Sadr  a, 
who  negledls  his  occupations,  be¬ 
comes  afoul  embodied  Spirit,  called 
j Chaildsaca,  who  feeds  on  lice. 

The  Brahminical  hell,  or  rather 
purgatory*  is  of  a  terrible  kind. 
M  As  far,”  fays  the  legislator,  as 
“  vital  fouls,  addicted  to  fenfuality, 
“  indulge  themfelves  in  forbidden 
“  pleafures,  even  to  the  fame  degree 
-“  Shall  the  acutenefs  of  their  fenfes 
u  be  raifed  in  their  future  bodies 
“  that  ihcii  may  endure  analogous 
M  pains ;  and,  in  confequence  of  their 
>s  folly,  they  Shall  be  doomed,  as 
■*c  often  as  they  repeat  their  criminal 
fC  ads,  to  pains  more  and  more  in- 
4t  tenlc  in  defpicable  forms  on  this 


“  earth.  They  Snail  firft  have  a 
u  fenlation  of  agony  in  Tamifra  or 
“  utter  darknefs ,  and  in  other  feats 
“  of  horrour  ;  in  AJipatrarana,  or  the 
“  fword-lcaved for  tft,  and  in  different 
“  places  of  binding  faff  and  of 
“  rending  :  multifarious  tortures 
“  await  them  ;  they  Shall  be  mangled 
“  by  ravens  and  owls,  lhali  fwallow 
“  cakes  boiling  hot,  Shall  walk  over 
“  inflamed  funds,  and  Shall  feel  the 
“  pangs  of  being  baked  like  the 
‘‘  vefiels  of  a  potter:  They  lhali 
affume  the  forms  of  heads  con- 
“  tinually  mi.ferable.,  and  Suffer  al- 
“  te mate  aft] idions  from  extremities 
of  cold  and  of  heat,  Surrounded 
“  with  terrors  of  various  kinds  : 
“  More  than  once  (ball  they  lie  jin 
“  different  wombs,  and,  after  agoni- 
“  zing  births,  be  condemned  to 
“  Severe  captivity,  and  Co  fervile 
“  attendance  on  creatures  like  tbem- 
“  felves :  'Then  (flail  follow  fepara- 
“  cions  from  kindred  and  friends, 
“  forced  refidence  with  the  wicked, 
“  painful  gains  and  ruinous  lofies 
“of  wealth;  friend  (hips  hardly  ao- 
“  quined,  and  at  length  changed  into 
“  enmities;  old  age  without  refource, 
“  dileafes  attended  with  anguifh, 
“  pangs  of  innumerable  forts,  and? 
“  laftly,  unconquerable  death.” 


Mifccllaneous  Works  of  Edward 
Gibbon,  Efquire,  with  Memoirs 
jof  his  Life  and  Writings ,  com- 
p<  fed  by  himfelf:  ill ujl rated  from 
his  Letters,  with  occajional  f  ates 
and,  Narrative ,  by  John  Lord 
Sheffield.  4 to.  Two  volumes. 

AMONG  the  celebrated  histo* 
rians  of  modern  times,  ap  honour? 
able  place  muft  be  aftigned  to  the 
author  of  the  Hiflory  of  the  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
P  2  .^otwifflr 
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No  lefs  than  fix  different  (ketches. 


Notwithstanding  its  feeptical  prin¬ 
ciples,  an  occafional  glitter  and 
affectation  of  manner,  and  fome 
other  faults,  his  work  will  always  be 
admired,  for  its  extenfive  refearch, 
its  philofophical  fpirit,  its  luminous 
arrangement,  its  happy  delineation 
oi  characters  and  events,  its  felicity 
of  language,  and  its  general  beauty 
and  harmony  of  ftyle.  Every  frag¬ 
ment  of  l'uch  a  writer,  and  every 
particular  of  his  life,  is  worthy  of 
being  preferved  ;  and  the  public  is, 
therefore,  indebted  to  Lord  Sheffield, 
tor  the  friendly  zeal  which  has  pro¬ 
duced  this  collection  of  the  mifcel- 
laneous  pieces  of  his  deceafed  friend. 

The  firth  of  thefe  volumes  contains 
Memoirs  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  from  his 
own  pen,  and  an  Appendix,  of  two 
hundred  and  ten  letters,  between 
Mr.  Gibbon  and  a  variety  of  cor- 
refp  on  dents.  rI  he  fecond  volume 
comprifes  the  following  works.  An 
abftraCt  of  the  books  which  he 
read,  with  reflections:  extracts  from 
his  journal  ;  a  collection  of  his  re¬ 
marks,  and  detached  pieces,  on 
different  subjects  :  outlines  of  the 
Hiftory  of  the  World,  from  the 
ninth  to  the  fifteenth  century  itv 
clufive  :  Essai  fur  l’etude  de  la 
Eitterature  :  critical  obfeivations  on 
the  defign  of  the  fixth  book  of  the 
2Eneid:  a  differ Nation  on  the  fubjeCt 
of  L’ Homme  au  Mafque  de  Fer: 
Memoire  juftificatif  pour  fervir  de 
reponfe  a  l’ex pole  des  motifs  de  la 
conduite  du  Roi  de  France  relative- 
ment  a  l’Angleterre :  a  vindication 
of  fome  pafiages  in  the  fifteenth 
and  lixteenth  chapters  of  his  hif¬ 
tory  :  antiquities  of  the  Floufe  of 
Brunfwick  :  and  an  nnfinifhed  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  Public,  relative  to  a 
project  of  reprinting  the  Engliffi 
hiftorians  of  the  middle  ages,  who 
wrote  in  the  Latin  tongue. 


all  of  them  incomplete,  of  the- 
Memoirs  of  Ins  Life  and  Writings, 
were  found  among  the  papers  of 
M  r.  Gibbon.  He  feems  to  have  been 
undecided,  whether  he  would  publiffi 
his  Memoirs  himlelf,  or  leave  them 
as  a  poffbumous  work.  In  one  of 
the  fketches,  he  mentions  them  as 
intended  not  to  lee  the  light  till 
after  his  deceafe,  but  to  his  friend, 
Lord  Sheffield,  he  frequently  de¬ 
clared  that  he  would  give  them  to 
the  world  while  he  was  ftill  in 
exiftence.  Thelateftof  the  (ketches, 
however,  does  not  come  down  to 
a  later  period  than  a  Ihort  time 
after  his  return  to  Laufanne,  in 
1788,  and  the  deficiency  muft  be 
flip  plied  from  bis  epiltulary  corref- 
pondence,  aided  by  fome  brief  con¬ 
necting  paragraphs,  from  the  pen 
oi  I, ord  Sheffield.  The  ftyle  of  thefe 
Memoirs  was  intended  to  be  “  ft m pie 
and  familiar,”  but  it,  neverthelefs, 
bears,  in  iis  phrafeology  and  con- 
ftruCtion,  a  very  clofe  refemblance 
to  that  of  his  hiftory.  This  he  has, 
indeed,  naturally  and  truly  account¬ 
ed  for,  by  obferving  that  “  ftyle  is 
“  the  image  of  character  ;  and  the 
“  habits  of  correCt  writing  may 
“  produce,  without  labour  or  defffin, 

“  the  appearance  of  art  and  ftudy/’ 
Under  the  head  of  “  Characters,” 
we  have  given  a  copious  extraCt 
from  the  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Gibbon. 
In  the  quarto,  that  extraCt  is  intro¬ 
duced  by  a  (ketch  of  his/amily  and 
anceftors,  which  contains  fome 
amufing  pafiages,  and  a  well-drawn 
character  of  Mr.  William  Law, 
author  of  the  Serious  Call,  who  was 
the  friend  and  fpiritual  guide  of  one 
of  his  aunts.  In  the  quotation  which 
we  have  made  from  the  Memoirs, 
we  have  omitted  his  fevere  attack 
upon  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and 

his 
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his  extenuation  >)f  his  conduct  in 
becoming  a  Catholic.  Chillingworth 
and  Bayie  are  the  two  inltances  of 
change  which  he  produces,  to  thick! 
himfelf  from  the  feverity  of  thole 
who  cenfured  his  own. 

At  Laufanne  Mr. Gibbon  refided 
for  a  period  of  nearly  five  years, 
with  the  exception  of  one  month, 
which  was  fpent  in  a  tour  of  Swit¬ 
zerland,  another  which  he  palled 
at  Geneva,  and  fome  fhort  viiits  in 
the  Pays  de  Vaud.  Ilis  time  was 
incefiantly  and  laudably  occupied 
in  his  ftudies,  and  it  is  no  mean 
proof  of  his  proficiency,  that  he 
opened  a  literary  con  efpondence 
with  M.Crevier  and  with  profeflbrs 
Breitinger  and  Gefner,  in  which  he 
appears  no  wife  inferior  to  thole 
learned  characters.  lie  likewife 
formed  a  more  intimate  and  perfonal 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Aliamand, 
a  man  of  uncommon  talents,  who 
feems  to  have  fown  in  his  mind  the 
firft  feeds  of  fcepticifm.  To  \Tol- 
taire,  who  lived  for  two  winters  in 
Laufanne  or  its  neighbourhood,  he 
was  introduced,  but,  though  he  was 
received  with  civility,  he  declares 
that  he  could  not  bo  aft  of  any 
peculiar  notice  or  diftinCtion.  De¬ 
voted  as  he  was  to  ftudy,  bis  heart, 
neverthelefs,  was  not  inaccelhble  to 
love.  He  faw  and  became  ltrongly 
attached  to  Mademoifelle  Sufan 
Cure  hod,  who  was  afterwards  the 
wife  ot  M.  Neckar,  and  whom 
lie  deferibes  as  learned  without 
pedantry,  lively  in  converlation, 
pure  in  fentiment,  and  elegant  in 
manners  ;  and  maintaining,  even  in 
the  loweft  diftrefs,  to  which  lhe  was 
fubfequently  reduced,  a  dignified 
behaviour,  and  a  fpotlefs  reputa¬ 
tion.  His  projected  union  with  this 
amiable  woman,  did  not,  however, 
take  place.  His  father  disapproved 


of  it;  and  he  was  reluctantly  and 
Sorrowfully  compelled  to  relinquifh 
his  hopes  of  matrimonial  felicity. 

Previoully  to  the  return  of  Mr. 
Gibbon  to  England,  his  father  had 
again  married.  Ilis  ftepmother  was 
introduced  to  him  under  the  molt 
unfavourable  prehidices,  but  thole 
prejudices  were  loon  dilpelled.  “  I 
“  conlidered,”  fays  he,  “  his  fecund 
“  marriage  as  an  aCt  of  difpleafure, 
“  and  I  was  dilpofed  to  hate  the 
“  rival  of  my  mother.  But  the 
“  injuflice  was  in  my  own  fancy, 
“  and  the  imaginary  monlter  was 
“  an  amiable  and  deferving  woman. 
“  I  could  not  be  miftaken  in  the 
“  fir  ft  view  of  her  underftandiug, 
“  her  knowledge,  and  the  elegant 
“  fpint  of  her  converlation  :  her 
“  polite  welcome,  and  her  aftiduous 
“  care  to  ltudy  and  .gratify  my 
“  willies,  announced  at  lealt  that 
“  the  furfice  would  be  fmooth;  and 
“  myfufpicions  of  art  and  falfehood 
“  were  gradually  dilpelled  by  the 
“  full  difcovery  of  her  warm  and 
“  exquifite  fenlibility.  After  fome 
“  referve  on  my  fide,  our  minds 
“  aflociated  in  confidence  and  Iriend- 
“  flop;  and  as  Mrs.  Gibbon  had 
“  neither  children  nor  the  hopes  of 
“  children,  we  more  eafily  adopted 
“  the  tender  names  and  genuine 
“  character  of  mother  and  of  fon A 
He  was,  likewife,  agreeably  unde¬ 
ceived,  with  refpect  to  his  father, 
from  whom  he  had  anticipated  a 
cold  reception,  and  harfh  reftraint, 
but  who,  on  the  contrary,  received 
him  with  warm  affection,  and  ever 
after  treated  him  as  an  equal  and 
a  friend. 

Two  years  were  now  fpent  in 
his  father's  houfe,  either  at  London 
or  at  Buriton,  in  ftudious  retirement, 
during  which  he  produced  his  eflay, 
written  in  French,  on  the  ftudy  of 
P  3  literature. 
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literature.-  At  the  folicitation  of 
his  father,  though  not  without  his 
own  hearty  concurrence,  he  pub- 
lilhed  this  effay  in  the  fpring  of 
3761.  A  congrefs  had  juft  then 
been  propofed  to  be  holden  at 
Augsbourg,  and  the  father  of  Mr. 
Gibbon*  indulged  the  idea,  that  the 
credit  which  would  be  gained  by 
the  effay,  would  affift  in  obtaining 
for  his  fun  the  character  of  fecre- 
fcary  to  the  Britifh  plenipotentiaries. 
As  the  congrefs  never  met,  his  hopes 
were  not  realized.  At  home,  as 
might  have  been  expected*  from  its 
being  compofed  in  a  foreign  lan¬ 
guage,  the  effay  was  coldly  received, 
but  abroad  it  was  widely  read, 
praifed,  and  at  lead  once  reprinted; 
Letters  of  compliment  flowed  in  on 
the  author,  from  perfons  by  whole 
praifes  of  his  work  it  would  have 
been  a  fault  in  him  not  to  feel 
highly  gratified. 

A  new  fcene  was  now  entered  on 

by  Mr.  Gibbon.  He  accepted  a 

'  commiffion  in  the  recently  formed 
...  .  ^ 

militia,  and,  for  nearly  three  years, 
much  of  his  time  was  fpent  with 
his  regiment.  Though  his  fituation 
was  lometimes  irkfome,  his  military 
purfuits  were  not  unproductive  of 
beneficial  effects :  they  made  him 
an  Englifhman*  they  brought  him 
more  acquainted  with  the  men  and 
manners  of  his  country,  and  they 
gave  him  a  knowledge  of  tactics, 
which  lie  declares  to  have  been 
fubfequently  ufeful  to  him  in  bis 
character  of  an  hiftorian.  The 
peace,  in  1762,  releafed  him  from 
the  drudgery  of  fervice;  but  it  was 
not  till  the  year  1770  that  he  finally 
refigned  his  commiffion.  In  liis 
journal,  for  176.2,  there  is  an  anec¬ 
dote  of  Wilkes,  then  colonel  of  the 
Buckinghan.fhire  militia,  which  de- 
ferves  to  be  remembered.  After 


dcfcribing  him  as  one  of  the  belt 
of  companions,  having  inexhauftible 
fpirits,  infinite  wit  and  humour,  anti 
a  great  deal  of  knowledge,  Mr. 
Gibbon  adds,  “  he  told  us  himfelfj 
“  that  in  this  time  of  public  diU 
“  fenfion  he  was  refolved  to  make 
“  his  fortune.  Upon  this  principle 
“  he  has  connected  himfelf  clofely 
“  with  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt, 
“  commenced  a  public  adverfary  to 
“  Lord  Bute,  whom  he  abufes  weekly 
“  in  the  North  Briton,  and  other 
“  political  papers  in  which  he  is 
t;  concerned.” 

At  this  period  he  drew  his  own 
character  ;  feemingly  without  any 
undue  favouring  of  himlclf.  It 
occurs  in  his  journal,  under  the  date 
of  the  eighth  of  May,  1762.  “  This 
“  was  my  birth-day,  011  which  I 
“  entered  into  the  twenty-fixth  year 
“  of  my  age.  This  gave  me  ocea- 
“  fion  to  look  a  little  into  myfelf* 
“  and  confider  impartially  my  good 
“  and  bad  qualities.  It  appeared 
“  to  me,  upon  this  inquiry,-  that  my 
“  character  was  virtuous,  incapable 
“  of  a  bafe  adtion,  and  formed  for 
“  generous  ones  ;  but  that  it  was 
“  proud,  violent,  and  difagreeable  in 
“  fociety.  Thefe  qualities  I  mu  ft, 
“  endeavour  to  cultivate,-  extirpate* 
“  or  reft  rain,  according  to  their 
“  different  tendency.  AVit  I  have 
“  none.  My  imagination  is  rather 
“  ftrong  than  pleating.  Nly  memory 
“  both  capacious  and.  retentive. 
“  rl  he  fliining  qualities  of  my  un- 
“  dei ftanding  are  exteafivenefs  and 
“  penetration ;  but  I  want  both 
“  quick  net’s  and  exadtnefs.”  ! 

To  enjoy  the  fame  of  an  hiftorian 
was,  from  his  early  youth,  the 
ambition  of  Mr.  Gibbon.  In  the 
latter  period  of  his  fervice  in  the 
militia,  ar.d  after  he  bad  retired  from, 
that  i’ervice,  a  variety  of  fubjedts* 

for 
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for  an  hiftorical  work,  were  revolved 
in  his  mind.  The  expedition  of 
Charles  the  Eighth  into  Italy,  the 
crufade  of  Richard  the  Firfl,  the 
Baron’s  wars,  the  hiftory  of  the 
Black  Prince,  the  lives  and  com¬ 
parisons  of  Henry  the  Fifth  and  the 
Emperor  Titus,  the  lives  of  Sir  Philip 
Sidney,  the  Marquis  of  Montrofe, 
and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  the  hiftory 
of  the  liberty  of  the  Swifs,  and  of 
the  republic  of  Florence,  under  the 
houfe  of  Medicis,  weie  fucceffively 
chofen  and  rejected.  It  was  not 
till  his  fecond  journey  to  the  con¬ 
tinent,  in  1763,  that  he  thought  of 
the  great  fhbjeCt  which  was  ulti¬ 
mately  his  choice. 

This  fecond  tour  was  a  fruitful 
fource  of  pleafure.  He  was  well 
received  by  all  the  literature  and 
fafhion  of  France.  It  was  now  that 
his  friendship  commenced  with  Mr. 
Iiolroyd, lubfequently  Lord  Sheffield, 
the  editor  of  his  pofthumous  works. 
He  arrived  at  Rome,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  October  1764,  and  has 
finely  defcribed  his  feelings  on  ap¬ 
proaching  and  entering  the  eternal 
4‘  city/’  Here  the  work  which  was 
to  immortalize  him  firfl  fuggefted 
itfelf  to  his  thoughts.  “  It  was  at 
“  Rome,  on  the  15th  of  October, 
“  1764,”  fays  he,  “  as  I  fat  muting 
“  amidft  the  ruins  of  the  capitol, 
“  while  the  bare  footed  fryars  were 
“  fmging  vefpers  in  the  temple  of 
t{  Jupitpr,*  that  the  idea  of  writing 
“  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  city 
44  firfl  ftarted  to  my  mind.  But  my 
“  original  plan  was  circumferibed 
“  to  the  decay  of  the  city  rather 
“  than  of  the  empire :  and,  though 
44  my  reading  and  reflections  began 
“  to  point  towards  that  object,  fome 
44  'years  elapfed,  and  feveral  avoca- 
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“  tions  intervened,  before  I  was 
“  ferioufly  engaged  in  the  execution 
“  of  that,  laborious  work.” 

In  the  middle  of  the  fummer  of 
1765,  Mr.  Gibbon  returned  to  his 
native  country.  The  period  between 
this  and  the  year  1770,  when  his 
father  died,  he  characterizes  as  the 
portion  of  his  life  which  he  pafied 
with  the  leaft  enjoyment,  and  re¬ 
membered  with  the  leaft  falisfaCtion. 
His  devotion  to  the  hiftorie  mufe 
continued  with  unabating  ardour. 
11  is  choice  of  a  fubjeCl  was  at  length 
fixed  on  the  revolutions  of  Switzer¬ 
land.  Aided  by  his  friend  JNI. 
Deyverdun,  he  made  large  and 
laborious  collections  from  the  va¬ 
rious  necefiary  documents,  in  the 
ITench  and  German  languages.  He 
entered  upon  the  compofition  in 
1767,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
following  winter,  the  firfl  book  of 
his  work,  which  he  had  compofed 
in  French,  was  read  to  a  literary 
lbciety  of  foreigners,  in  London. 
Their  verdiCt  was  unfavourable, 
and  he  confequently  abandoned  the 
purfuit.  Hume,  however,  while  he 
blamed  him  for  not  writing  in 
Englifh,  and  predicted  the  future 
predominance  of  our  own  language, 
paid  a  tribute  of  app knife  to  his 
labours,  and  exhorted  Imn  to  per- 
fevere  in  them. 

Mr.Gibbon,  never thelefs,  did  not 
remain  entirely  idle  in  the  interval 
of  time  between  the  abandonment 
of  this  work,  and  the  death  of  his 
parent.  In  conjunction  with  M. 
Deyverdun,  he  publifhed  two  vo¬ 
lumes,  under  the  title  of  M.emoires 
Literaires  de  la  Grand  Bretagne, 
and  like  wife  Critical  Obfervalions 
on  the  Defign  of  tire  Sixth  Book  of 
the  /Lucid.  The  latter  was  an 


*  Now  the  church  of  the  Zoccol.mts,  or  Franciscan  Friars. 
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attack  upon  an  hypothecs  of  bifhop 
Warburton's,  and  was  publifhed 
anonymoufly.  It  was  very  favour¬ 
ably  received  by  the  learned  world, 
and  was  completely  victorious.  Yet, 
with  a  noble  candour,  Mr.  Gibbon 

fays,  “  I  cannot  forgive  myfelf  the 

*'  %/ 

“  contemptuous  treatment  of  a  man, 
“  who,  with  all  his  faults,  was 
“  entitled  to  my  efteern  ;  and  I  can 

lets  forgive,  in  a  perfonal  attack, 
iC  the  cowardly  concealment  of  my 
<c  name  and  character/’ 

As  boon  as  the  Hifiory  of  the 
Swifs  Revolution  was  relinquithed, 
that  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the 
Roman  empire  was  refolved  on. 
Some  years,  with  only  few  and  Ihort 
parties,  were  employed  in  a  minute 
examination  and  companion  of  the 
vaft  materials,  from  which  his  his¬ 
tory  was  to  be  drawn.  While  he 
was  thus  engaged,  he  neverthelefs 
drew  up  for  the  prefs  an  EiTay  on 
the  Cyiopsedia,  and  made  a  copious 
and  critical  abftratd  of  the  Com¬ 
mentaries  of  Bktcldione.  The  efiay 
was  not  publilhed  ;  nor  is  either  of 
thde  works  inferred  in  the  polihu- 
mous  volumes. 

After  the  death  of  his  father, 
two  years  elapfed,  before  be  could 
fufficiently  diientangle  himfelf  from 
family  affairs,  to  commence  the 
writing  of  his  hifiory.  Having,  at 
lem  tli,  fettled  in  London,  he  took 
up  the  pen.  “  At  the  outlet/’  fays 
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“  language  is  the  fruit  of  exercife. 
“  Many  experiments  were  made 
“  before  1  could  hit  the  middle  tone 
u  between  a  dull  chronicle  and  a 
“  rhetorical  declamation  :  three 
“  times  did  I  compofe  the  firft 
“  chapter,  and  twice  the  fecond  and 
“  third,  before  1  was  tolerably  fatis- 
“  heel  of  their  effedh  In  the  re- 
“  mainder  of  the  way  I  advanced 
tl  with  a  more  equal  and  eafy  pace; 
“  but  the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth 
“  chapters  have  been  reduced  by 
“  three  lucceffive  revifals,  from  a 
“  large  volume  to  their  prefent  fize, 
and  they  might  hill  be  comprefled, 
“  without  any  lots  of  fads  or  fen- 
“  timeuts.  An  oppofite  fault  may 
“  be  imputed  to  the  concife  and 
<c  fuperficial  narrative  of  the  firil 
i(  reigns,  horn  Commodus  to  Alex- 
(i  ander;  a  fault  ol  which  1  have 
“  never  heard,  except  from  Mr. 
“  Hume  in  his  lalt  journey  to  Lon- 
“  don.  Such  an  oracle  might  have 
“  been  confulted  and  obeyed  with 
u  rational  devotion;  but  1  was  loon 
“  difgufted  with  the  model!;  piadice 
of  reading  the  manufcript  to  my 
“  friends.  Of  fuch  friends  some 
“  will  praife  from  politenefs,  and 
u  fome  will  criticize  from  vanity. 

1  he  author  himfelf  is  the  heft 
‘‘judge  of  his  own  performance: 
“  one  has  fo  deeply  meditated 
“  on  the  fuhjed;  no  one  is  fo  tin- 
cerely  interelied  in  the  event.” 
While  he  was  thus  employed,  Ins- 
reputation  was  daily  increafing.  He 
was  chofen  a  member  of  all  the 
falhionable  clubs,  and  lived  on  a 
footing  ol  intimacy  with  almoft 
every  perfon  of  eminence  in  rhe 
literary  and  the  political  world, 
'i  hrough  the  friendfhip  of  Mr. 
Kliot,  who  was  married  to  his  firft 
con  (in,  he  was  likewise  returned  to 
parliament*  for  the  borough  of 
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Lefkeard.  Like  many  other  men 
of  eminent  talent,  he  could  never 
find  the  courage  to  become  a  public 
fpeaker.  “  After  a  fleeting  illufive 
“  hope,  prudence  condemned  me  to 
“  acquielce  in  the  humble  ftation 
<(C  of  a  mute.  I  was  not  armed  by 
“  nature  and  education  with  the 
“  intrepid  energy  of  mind  and 
ti  voice, 

Vincentem  ftrepitus,  et  natum 
rebus  agendis. 

“  Timidity  was  fortified  by  pride, 
li  and  even  the  fuccefs  of  my  pen 
“  difcou raged  the  trial  of  my  voice.” 
His  vote  was  generally  and  con- 
fcientioufly  given  on  the  fide  of  the 
miniftry.  lie  has  described,  with 
fhort  but  highly  c  h  arable  ri  ft  ic 
ftrokes,  the  parliamentary  eloquence 
of  the  principal  fpeakers  during  the 
eventful  period  of  the  American 
conteft. 

The  firft  volume  of  his  great  work 
was  publilhed  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  1776.  The  rifk  of  publi¬ 
cation  having  been  declined  by  Mr. 
Elmfley,  was  encountered  by  Mr. 
Cadell  and  Mr.  Strahan  ;  the  latter 
of  whom,  with  a  forefight  which 
did  credit  to  his  tafte,  doubled  the 
number  of  the  edition,  which  had, 
at  firft,  been  limited  to  five  hundred. 
Never  was  a  work  more  flatteringly 
received.  rl  he  firft  edition  was  ex- 
haulted  in  a  few  days  ;  a  fecond  and 
third  rapidly  followed;  and  two 
other  furreptitious  editions  were  if- 
fued,  from  the  piratical  prefs  of 
Dublin.  From  aim  oft:  all  quarters 
the  ear  of  the  biftorian  was  gratifted 
with  the  voice  of  praife,.  In  the 
warm  fuffrage  of  Hobertfon  and 
Hume  alone,  he  might  have  found 
a  fufficient  cpmpenl'ation  for  his 
toils. 

Two  years  pa  fled  away,  before  he 
ferioufly  began  on  his  fecond  vo¬ 
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lume.  Thefe  were  taken  up  by  a 
tour  to  Paris,  a  courie  of  anatomy 
and  chymiftry,  and  a  long  and  pro¬ 
found  inveftigation  into  every  thin cr 
which  related  to  the  A rian  contro¬ 
versy*  Even  when  he  entered  on 
the  talk  of  compofition,  a  circum- 
ftance  occurred  to  retard  his  pro¬ 
gress.  “  It  is  difficult,’'  he  declares, 
to  arrange,  with  order  and  per- 
fpicuity,  the  various  tranfa&ions 
of  the  age  of  Conftantine  ;  and 
“  10  much  was  I  difpleafed 
“  with  the  firft  eflay,  that  I  com- 
“  mitted  to  the  flames  above  fifty 
“  flieets.”  In  the  mean  time  he 
publifhed  his  vindication  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  and  fixteenth  chapters, againft 
the  attacks  of  Mr,  Davis  and 
others ;  and,  at  the  requeft  of  the 
lord  chancellor  and  lord  Weymouth, 
produced  his  Mewoire  JuJtificatif ; 
in  reply  to  the  Manifefto  of  the* 
court  of  France.  It  was,  probably, 
the  latter  eloquent  compofition 
which  obtained  for  him  the  nearly 
finecure  office  of  one  of  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  trade  and  planta¬ 
tions,  with  a  yearly  Diary  of  be¬ 
tween  feven  and'  eight  hundred 
pounds.  This  office  he.  enjoyed  only 
three  years;  the  keen  eloquence  of 
Mr.  Burke  having  given  a  mortal 
wound  to  the  board  of  trade. 

Mr  Eliot  being  now  deeply  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  meafures  of  oppofition, 
Mr.  Gibbon,  on  a  premature  difl'o- 
lution  of  parliament,  Jolt  his  leat 
for  Lefkeard.  “  The  electors  of 
Lefkeard,  he  farcaftically  remarks, 

“  are  commonly  of  the  fame  opinion 
as  Mir.  Eliot.  While  the  d'arrs 
of  the  Houle  of  Commons  were  thus 
doled  on  him,  he  publifhed  the 
fecond  and  third  volumes  of  the 
Decline  and  Fall.  An  author,  as 
hejuftly  obferves,  who  cannot  af- 
cend,  will  always  appear  to  sink  ; 

and 
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ami  it  is,  therefore,  not  w 
that  the  prefent  portion  of  his  la¬ 
bours  was  received  with  fome what 
lefs-  warmth  than  the  former  had 
been.  Some  declared  that  his  “con¬ 
tinuation  was  much  inferior  to  the 
original  attempts.”  lie  was,  never¬ 
theless,  encouraged  by  valuable  tef- 
ti  monies  of  applaufe,  both  foreign 
and  domeftic  i  and  the  volumes  in- 
fenffbly  rofe  in  fale  and  reputation 
to  a  level  with  the  hr  ft.  “  But  the 
44  public,”  he  candidly  adds,  44  is  fel- 
44  domr  wrong  ;  and  1  am  inclined 
44  to  believe  that,  efpecial.ly  in  the 

beginning,  they  are  more  prolix 

44  and  lefs  entertaining  than  the  fir  (1 : 

44  my  efforts  had  not  been  relaxed 
«/ 

44  by  fnccefs,  and  1  had  rather  de- 
44  via  ted  into  the  oppofite  fault  of 
44  minute  and  fuperfluous  diligence.” 

Through  the  i  rite  reft  of  lord 
North,  Mr.  Gibbon  was  returned  to 
Farhament,  for  the  borough  of 
Lymington  in  Hampffnre.  lie  did 
not  long,  however,  continue  Con¬ 
nected  with  politics  and  public  life. 
A  feat,  on  the  fit  ft  vacancy,  at  the 
hoard  of  cufioms  or  excife,  was  pro¬ 
mised  him,  hut  he  had  little  hope  of 
Obtaining  it,  and,  in  reality,  as  little 
defire.  Yet,  without  iome  addi¬ 
tional  income,  he  could  neither  Ion  or 
nor  prudently  maintain  that  ffyle  of 
expence  to  which  he  had  been  ac- 
euftomed.  in  fpi-te,  therefore,  of 
the  felicitations  of  his  friends,  he 
refolved  to  retire  to  Laufanne,  and 
refide  with  M.  Oeyverdun,  to  whoin 
he  was  warmly  attached.  This 
refolution  was  carried  into  effect, 
and  he  reached  Laufanne  in  the 
month  of  September  1783,  after  an 
abfence  of  twenty  years. 

At  Laufanne  he  completed  his 
hiflory,  the  fourth  volume  of  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  laft  chap¬ 
ter,  had  been  written  previously  to 


his  quitting  London.  44  I  have 
“  prefumed,”  he  fays,  “  to  mark 
44  the  moment  of  conception.  I 
“  fliail  now  commemorate  the  hour 
“  of  my  final  deliverance.  It  was 
“  on  the  day,  or  rather  night  of 
u  the  27th  of  June  1787,  between 
44  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve, 
u  that  I  wrote  the  laft  line  of  the 
44  laft  page,  in  a  fummer  houfe  in 
“  my  garden.  After  laying  down 
“  my  pen,  1  took  feveral  turns  in  a 
u  berccau,  or  covered  walk  of 
“  acacias,  which  commands  a  prof- 
44  pect  of  the  country,  the  Jake  and 
44  the  mountains.  The  air  was 
“  temperate,  the  iky  was  fefen.e,  the 
“  Liver  orb  of  the  moon  was  re- 
44  fleeted  from  the  water,  and  all 
“  nature  was  filent.  1  will  not 
44  diflemble  the  firft  emotions  of  joy 
44  on  the  recovery  of  my  freedom, 
44  and,  perhaps,  the  establifliment  of 
44  my  fame.  But  my  pride  was  foon 
44  humbled,  and  a  fober  melancholy 
44  was  fpread  over  my  mind,  by  the 
44  idea  that  I  had  taken  an  ever- 
44  lading  leave  of  an  old  and  agree.* 
“  able  companion,  and  that  what- 
44  foever  might  be  the  future  date  of 
“  my  hiftory,  the  life  of  the  hifto- 
44  rian  muft  be  fliort  and  precarious. 
44  1  will  add'  two  fadts,  which  have 
“  feldom  occurred  in  the  competition 
“  of  fix,  or  at  leaft  five,  Quartos. 
44  1.  My  fii-ft  rough  man  Uteri  pt, 
4‘  without  any  intermediate  copy, 

44  has  been  lent  to  the  prefs.  2.  Not  a 
44  iheet  has  bqen  feeii  by  any  human 
44  eyes,  excepting  thofe  of  the 
44  author  and  the  printer :  the  faults 
44  and  the  merits  are  exclufively 
**  my  own. 

In  1788,  he  returned  to  England, 
for  the  purpofe  of  putting  his  hif¬ 
tory  to  prefs.  It  was  publiflied  on 
his  birth  day,  the  8th  of  May,  and 
met  with  the  public  applaufe. 
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On  his  revifiting  Laufanne,  which 
took  place  in  July,  his  happineis  was 
damped  by  the  declining  ftute  of 
EL  Dey verdun.  That  gentleman 
lingered  for  twelve  months,  in  a 
hopelefs,  helplefs  fituation,  before 
lie  expired.  With  him  fled  a  large 
part  of  the  attradions  of  Laufanne  ; 
and  Mr.  Gibbon  feems  at  times  to 
have  thought  of  Anally  fettling  in 
his  native  country.  His  tranquillity 
was  likewife  dillurbed  by  his  reflect¬ 
ing  on  the  probable  confequences 
which  might  aril'e  to  the  Pays  de 
Vaud,  from  the  French  Revolution. 
In  June  1701,  he  had  the  pleafiire 
of  a  vdit  from  Lord  Sheffield  and  his 
family,  who  remained  with  him  four 
months. 

His  affection  for  Lord  Sheffield,  a 
promife  which  he  had  given  to  ibat 
nobleman,  and  the  change  which 
French  politics  had  produced  in  the 
manners  of  Laufanne,  all  confpired 
to  induce  Mr.  Gibbon  to  rev.ifit  Ena- 
Lmdi  But,  before  he  had  finifhed 
the  neceffary  arrangements,  the  hid¬ 
den  death  of  Lady  Sheffield,  and  the- 
confequent  grief  of  his  friend,  made 
him  precipitate  his  departure.  He 
reached  London  in  the  beginning  of 

t  0,0 

June  1793-  Nor  was  he  ever  more 
to  quit  the  land  which  gave  him 
birth.  In  November,  a  hydrocele, 
which  had  for  many  years  been 
forming,  encreafed  with  fuch  rapi¬ 
dity  that  he  was  compelled  to  refort 
to  lurgical  aid.  J  he  neceffary  opera¬ 
tion  of  tapping  was  feve.ral  times 
performed  $  all  fymptoms  appeared 
to  be  favourable  ;  and  he  himfelf 
was  calculating;  upon  a  protraction 
erf  exigence  during  feveral  years 

when  his  maladv  took  an  unfavour- 

,  — ...  __  */ 

able  turn  and  he  expired  on  the 
1  dth  of  January,  1794.  He  retained 
his  fenfes  till  the  laff,  and  died 
without  a  ft ru vale  or  a  iieh. 

'  .  OO  O 

'i  he  numerous  letters,  which  form. 
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the  Appendix  to  his  Memoirs,  are 
Written  with  much  f pint  and  grace¬ 
ful  eafe,  and  have  none  of  thofe 
faults  which  have  been  attributed 
to  his  hiftorical  Ryle.  They  con¬ 
tain  many  curious  anecdotes  of  men 
and  things,  which  will  at  once 
afford  information  and  pleafure. 

The  fecotid  volume  of  the  poft- 
hurnous  works  commences  with 
“  Lx  traits  llaijonncs  de  mes  Lcc- 
“  tares,"  which  is  followed  by 
“  Ext  rails  de  wan  Journal.”  The 
firft  of  thefe  is  written  in  Englifh, 
and  the  iecond  in  Erench.  They 
extend  through  no  lefs  than  312: 
pages,  and  contain  an  infinite  variety 
oi  characters,  remarks,  and  difquifi- 
tlpns,  which  mamfeft  deep  refearch, 
extenfive  erudition,  a  found  judg¬ 
ment,  and  an  exqnrfite  tafte.  From 
this  part  of  the  volume  we  fhall 
give  a  few  extracts. 

4>  June  6. — I  began  with  Quin- 
tillian,  in  Barmaids  edition,  read 
his  article  in  Bayle’s  Dictionary,  the 
preface  of  Burman ;  Burman  was 
a  mere  critic,  without  being  (m  my 
opinion)  a  good  one;  lince  a  good 
critic  muff  reafon  well ;  and  Bur¬ 
man  never  could  reafon  at  all.  I 
began  likewife  the  Annates  Quin - 
tilianm  of  Dodwell.  ***  DodwelLs 
learning  was  immenfe  ;  in  this  part 
of  hiftory  efpecially,  (that  of  the 
Upper  Empire)  the  moft  minute 
fad  or  paffage  could  not  efcape  him  ; 
and  his  (kill  in  employing  them  is 
equal  to  his  learning.  The  worft  of 
this  author  is  his  method  and  ftyle  ; 
the  one  perplexed  beyond  imagina¬ 
tion,  the  other  negligent  to  a  degree 
of  barb  ari  fm  A  • 


ff  Auguff  28.  — I  finifhed  the 
Sitde  of  Louis  XIV.  1  believe  that 
Voltaire  had  for  this  work  an  ad¬ 
vantage  which  lie  has  leldom  en¬ 
joyed.  When  he  treats  of  a.  diflant 

period, 
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period,  he  is  not  a  man  to  turn  over 
mufty  monkilh  writers  to  inftruct 
himfelf.  lie  follows  feme  compi¬ 
lation,  varnilhes  it  over  with  the 
magic  of  his  stile,  and  produces  a 
1110ft  agreeable,  fuperficial,  inaccu¬ 
rate  performance.  But  there  the 
information,  both  written  and  oral, 
lay  within  his  reach,  and  he  feems 
to  have  taken  great  pains  to  confult 
it.  Without  any  thing  of  the  ma- 
jefty  of  the  great  hiftonans,  he  has 
compnled,  in  two  I'm  all  volumes,  a 
variety  ot  taels,  told  in  an  eafv, 
clear,  and  lively  ftyle.  To  this  merit, 
he  has  added  that  of  throwing 
afide  all  trivial  circumftances,  and 
c hoofing  no  ev  .  is,  but  ft' eh  as  are 
either  uh-fT  or  entertaining,  liis 
method  (ol  treating  every  article  in 
a  diftincl  chapter')  1  think  vicious : 
as  they  are  ail  connected  in  human 
affairs,  and  as  they  are  often  the 
canfe  of  each  other,  why  feparale 
them  in  biftory  ?  '1  he  fir  ft  volume 
is  much  lels  interefting  than  the 
fecund  ;  arts  and  manners  were  a 
J’uhject  almoft  untouched;  but  fo 
many  writers  had  exhaufted  the 
battles  and  fieges  of  Louis  the 
XiVth’s  reign,  that  it  was  impoiiible 
to  add  any  thing  new,  elpecially  in 
fo  confined  an  abridgement.  Be- 
fides,  thofe  detached  particulars 
wanted  lels  that  art  of  narrating, 
which  Voltaire  never  pofiefled,  with 
all  his  other  talents  :  I  mean  in 
profe,  for  there  are  fome  very  fine 
narrations  in  his  tragedies.  That 
of  Ifmtne ,  in  the  Lift  a &.  of  Merope, 
is  equal  to  the  famous  ones  of 
Jlac'me.  As  to  his  hero,  1  think 
that  he  performed  great  actions 
without  being  a  great  man,  France, 
notwithstanding  his  wars  and  perfe¬ 
ctions,  ought  never  to  forget  him. 
But  when  Condo,  Turerme,  Van  ban, 
Louvois,  Colbert,  &c.  have  claimed 
their  share  of  fame,  little  more  will 


remain  to  the  monarch  than  the 
having  chofen  and  employed  thofe 
great,  men  :  i  can  hardly  add  that  of 
pejfifting  in  his  choice.  A  prince, 
diffident  or  inconftant,  may  claim 
great  merit  for  having  perfjtied  in  a 
good  choice.  A  monarch,  proud, 
vain,  or  obftinate,  is  only  to  be 
prailed  if  he  renounces  a  bad  one. 
And  every  one  mud  know  to  what 
a  degree  Louis  carried  thofe  lalf 
mentioned  qualities.” 


u  As  to  Longinus  in  general, 
after  what  1  have  obferved  upon 
almoft  every  chapter,  I  have  little 
left  to  fay.  It  is  certainly  a  fine 
performance  ;  the  ftyle  is  faulty 
only  by  being  too  poetical  for  a  di¬ 
dactic  work.  In  general,  I  ftiould 
adopt  moft  of  his  decifions  ;  only  l 
think,  that  for  want  of  having  a 
clear  idea  of  the  fublime,  he  has 
fometimes  blamed  paflages  for  being 
deficient  in  that  refpedt,  or  praifed 
them  for  excelling  in  it,  whofe  na¬ 
ture  and  defign  neither  had,  nor  re¬ 
quired,  that  kind  of  beauty.  I 
could  like  wife  have  wifhed  that 
Longinus  had  not  always  confined 
himfelf  to  fingle  paflages,  but  had 
pointed  out  that  fublime  which  re¬ 
fill  ts  from  the  choice  and  general 
difpofition  of  a  fubjedt.  I  think 
that  Longinus  fhews  real  tafte  and 
genius,  by  his  indulgence  in  the 
Tallies  of  a  warm  imagination,  and  by 
his  feverity  to  the  prettinefles  of  the 
art ;  though,  like  moft  men  of  ge¬ 
nius  who  poflefs  more  force  and  ele¬ 
vation  than  delicacy,  he  may  fome- 
times  have  confounded  refinement 
and  affectation.  As  to  his  com¬ 
mentators,  Langboenjus  is  oftenta- 
tioufly  pedantic,  and  learnedly  ab- 
furd ;  Le  Fevre  is,  as  ufual,  vain, 
bold,  and  ingenious ;  the  notes  of 
Tullius  are  lull  of  tafte,  good  cri- 
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ticifrn,  and  real  erudition :  there 
are  a  number  of  corrupted  pafiages 
in  Longinus,  which,  by  the  help  of 
manufcripts,  or  from  his  own  con¬ 
jectures,  he  has  reftored  extremely 
well/' 


“  Dec.  12.  —  I  had  borrowed  of 

Mr.  B . a  French  Moral  and 

Political  Romance  of  the  Abbe  Te- 
rafi'bn,  called  Set/ios.  The  beginning 
is  fine,  the  defeription  of  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  court  of  Memphis  is 
worthy  of  Tacitus  ;  and  the  fyftem  of 
the  Egyptian  initiation  is  a  ve^ 
happy  thought :  but  unluckily,  the 
intereft  of  the  piece  gradually  dimi- 
ni  flies  in  every  book,  till  you  arrive 
at  the  cataftrophe,  which  is  very 
cold  and  unnatural.  As  to  the 
ftyle,  it  is  pure  and  elegant,  scarcely 
ever  elevated,  and  never  animated. 
The  Abbe  Teraffbn  had  too  ma¬ 
thematical  a  head  to  excel  in  the 
language  of  defeription,  and  too 
ftoic  a  heart  to  thine  in  that  of  the 
paffions.  liis  feelings,  however,  are 
juft,  though  not  warm  :  the  whole 
work  breathes  a  fpirit  of  virtue  and 
humanity,  which  renders  it  very 
amiable.” 


“  Augutt  27,  1763. — I  read,  for 
the  fecond  time,  the  fixth  Satire  of 

Juvenal, - the  fource  of  all  the 

invedives  that  have  for  fixteen  cen¬ 
turies  been  accumulated  againft  the 
fex.  Nothing  can  he  added  to  its 
force,  richnefs,  and  variety  ;  but 
fome  things  perhaps  might  be  re¬ 
trenched  from  thole  too  faithful  de- 
feriptions,  which,  while  they  con¬ 
demn  vice,  are  apt  to  infpire  vicious 

paftions.  Yet  thofe  wretches - 

are  they  intitled  to  efcape  infamy 

?  Juvenal  Satir.  vi.  v.  655. 


through  the  excels  of  their  guilt? 
Ought  their  profligacy  to  be  con¬ 
cealed  from  pofterity,  becaufe  they 
carried  it  to  an  immeafurable 
height  ?  Juvenal  has  even  been  re¬ 
proached  with  gratifying,  in  fuch 
delcriptions,  the  pruriency  of  his 
own  fancy.  Let  the  horror  which 
he  uniformly  teftifies  at  the  dis¬ 
orders  which  he  deferibes,  will  al¬ 
ways  perfuade  me,  that  his  warmth 
proceeds,  not  from  the  flames  of 
voluptuoufnefs,  but  from  the  fire  of 
indignation  and  genius.  Inftead  of 
a  licentioufnefs  ol  morals,  which 
inclined  him  to  pardon  vice,  1  would 
rather  reproach  him  with  a  malig¬ 
nity  of  heart,  which  made  him  think 
the  corruption  general.  He  perpetu¬ 
ally  confounds  invective  with  fa  tire* . 
All  women  are  guilty,  and  guilty 
of  the  moft  enormous  crimes.  You 
may  find  a  Clytemneftra  in  every 
ftreet.  *  I  know  that  there  never, 
perhaps,  was  an  age  more  profligate 
than  that  of  Juvenal  ;  in  which 
morals  were  enervated  by  luxury,  the 
heart  hardened  by  the  inftitutions 
of  domestic  flavery  and  the  amphi¬ 
theatre  ;  fentiments  debated  by  the 
tyranny  of  government;  and  every  . 
charaderiftic  and  manly  principle 
fubverted,  by  the  mixture  and  con¬ 
i' ufi  on  of  nations  in  one  great  city. 

Yet,  there  (till  remained  many  vcf- 
.  _ 

tiges  of  the  ancient  virtues ;  and 
women,  as  well  as  men,  worthy  of 
living  in  a  better  age.  If  we  con- 
fult  Pliny's  Lpiftles,  a  contemporary 
monument,  we  fhall  find  111  the  cir¬ 
cle  of  that  amiable  Roman,  huma¬ 
nity,  morals*,  the  love  of  talents  and 
of  merit.  Juvenal  never  allows 
himfelf  to  bellow  the  fmalleil  praife 
on  virtuous  characters,  f  even  with 

t  I  mean  thofe  of  his  own  times. 
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the  view  of  rendering  the  vicious 
more  ugly  by  the  contrail.  All  the 
ether  latirills,  Horace,  Soileau, 
Pope,  have  taken  care  to  recom¬ 
mend  themfelves  to  their  readers  as 
the  friends  of  virtue  and  of  man  ; 
and  as  fuch,  have  perhaps,  of  all 
poets,  moll  gained  our  love.  But 
Juvenal  feems  to  have  a  rooted  ha¬ 
tred  to  his  fpecies.;  and  having  de¬ 
clared  again!!  them  open  war,  is 
totally  regardlefs  of  their  friend- 
1  Ii ip.  This  mifanthropy,  indeed, 
mull  render  his  work  peculiarly  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  human  malignity. 

■jfr 

Juvenal  fpeaks,  (Sat.  VIII.)  from 
one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  an  ancient  Roman.  We 
perceive  throughout,  not  only  the 
■dignity  of  a  true  cenfor,  who  ar- 
raigns  vice,  expofes  folly,  and  appals 
guilt,  but.  the  foul  of  a  republican, 
reluctantly  bending  under  the  new 
confutation,  the  iworn  enemy  of 
tyranny,  and  the  friend  of  a  mild 
and  equitable  monarchy,  rather 
th  rough  ueceffity  than  inclination.. 
This  love  of  liberty,  and  loftinels  of 
mind,  diftinguilhes  Juvenal  from  all 
the  poets  who  lived  after  the  ella- 
blifhment  of  the  monarchy.  Virgil, 
Horace,  Ovid,  Lucan,  Martial, 
Statius,  Valerius  Fiaccus,  all  fing 
the  ruin  of  their  country,  and  the 
triumph  of  its  oppreffors.  The 
vices  of  a  Nero  and  a  Domitian  are 
commemorated  in  as  lofty  notes  of 
praife,  as  the  virtues  of  Auguftus  and 
Vespafian.  Juvenal  along  never 
proftitutes  his  mufe.  In  his  works, 
there  is  but  one  example  of  praife  be- 
ftowed  on  the  emperor  ;  a  praife  per¬ 
haps  juti,  ex  prefled  with  the  greuteft 
fimplicity,  and  included  in  a  fingle 
verfe.  But.  he  never  lofes  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  arraigning  the  folly 
6 


and  tyranny  of  thofe  mailers  of  the 
world  and  their  deputies.  He  does 
more  •  he  teaches  how  the  evils 
infl idled  by  them  may  be  cured, 
hollas  licet,  omne  quod  u$quam 
est, 

Auri  atque  argenti,  scutum  gla- 
diumque  relmques 
Et  jaculum  et  galeam  ;  fpoliatis 
anna  supersunt — 

is  an  advice  addrefled  fully  as  much 
to  the  Romans  as  to  the  Africans. 
Juvenal’s  liberty  of  fpeeeh  fixes  the 
time  in  which  he  lived  far  better 
than  the  uncertain  and  contradictory 
reports  of  an  old  fcholiaft.  Idc 
lived  under  a  good  prince,  a  Nerva 
or  a  Trajafi,  at  a  happy  period  when 
his  fentiments  might  be  exprefied 
without  dilguife.  Tyrants  had  the 
niceft  lenfibility  ;  they  eafily  knew 
their  own  pictures  in  thofe  of  their 
predeceflors.  Domitian  reasonably 
concluded  that  an  enemy  to  Nero 
could  not  be  his  friend  ;  an  informer 
would  have  filenced  Juvenal  after 

his  firlt  fatire. 

*  *  #■  * 

Juvenal  polTefied  jutlnefs  of  un¬ 
der  handing,  and  honefty  of  heart ; 
but  his  character  was  deficient  in 
point  of  iweetnefs  and  fenlibility. 
He  has  neglebled  an  opportunity  of 
expreffing  thofe  fentiments,  which 
one  friend,  when  he  feels  them,  is 
always  ready  to  pour  into  the  bosom 
of  another.  The  free  and  philo¬ 
sophical  converfation  which  the 
confidence  of  friendfliip  infpires  and 
warrants,  is  but  ill  fupplied  at  his 
Tapper  by  the  reading  of  Ilomer. 
Horace  took  care  not  to  forget,  in 
his  charming  picture  of  an  enter¬ 
tainment  difiant  and  uncertain, 
thofe  amiable  feelings  with  which 
the  near  reality  of  a  limilar  repall 
does  not  ini  pi  re  Juvenal. 
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Here,  however,  I  would  make  a 
diftindion  between  this  fatirift  and 
Boileau.  Neither  of  them  were 
endowed  with  tende rod's  of  fenti- 
merit.  But  this  defied  in  Boileau 
proceeded  from  a  coldnefs  of  heart 
and  fancy,  which  rendered  him  but 
little  fufceptible  of  any  puffion 
whatever.  Juvenal’s  heart  and 
fancy  were  both  of  them  ardent ; 
but  their  warmth  exhaufted  itfelf 
in  paffions  ftrong,  dark,  and  elevated, 
not  in  aff'edions  which  are  amiable 
and  tender. 

#  *  *  * 

“  There  are  fatires  more  agree¬ 
able  than  the  fourteenth.;  there  are 
others  in  which  the  poet  takes  a 
loftier  flight ;  but  there  are  none  in 
which  he  fo  much  difplays  his 
genius  for  philofophy,  the  art  of 
conneding  his  ideas,  his  precilion, 
his  brevity.  Ilis  brevity  refembies 
not  that  fo  common  among  writers 
of  the  prefent  age,  who  often  itran- 
gle  a  thought  in  hopes  of  ftrengthen- 
lng  it ;  and  who  applaud  their  own 
(kill,  when  they  have  (hewn  to  us, 
in  a  few  abfurd  words,  the  fourth 
part  of  an  idea  :  it  is  the  brevity  of 
Tacitus  and  Montefquieu,  which, 
a,fter  retrenching  whatever  is  fuper- 
fluous  or  unnecefl'ary,  includes  the 
principal  thought  in  a  preeife  and 

vigorous  expreSfion. 

m 

“  Juvenal’s  verfification  appears 
to  me  to  be  fuperior  to  that  of  mo  ft 
of  the  Latin  poets.  Managed  by 
him,  the  Roman  language  lofes  all 
its  roughnefs.  His  verfcs  are  flow¬ 
ing,  harmonious  and  animated; 
•although  he  never  Sacrifices  the 
fenfe  to  the  found.  I  could  .alraoft 
fancy  that  the  lines  flowed  fpoo.tane- 
onfly  from  his  pen,  when  I  perceive, 
aimdft  a  multitude  of  fine  ones, 
fume  few  that  are  difgufting,  by 


their  rudenefs  or  their  languor.  To 
have  allowed  them  to  pais  uncor- 
reded,  a  poet  mud  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  inattentive  to  his  verifica¬ 
tion  ;  flnce  they  could  have  been 
mended  fo  ealily.  I  remark  allb 
that  his  poetry  is  more  fparing  of 
ornament  in  his  laft  fatires.  if 
they  are  placed  in  chronological 
order,  this  difference  may  be  ealily 
accounted  for.” 

There  are  home  critics  who  may 
take  a  leflbn  from  the  following 

..  \  .  O 

(hurt  paflage,  which  we  quote  for 
their  benefit. 

“  1  read  the  Journal  cles  S-a*>wbs9 
for  the  months  of  January,  Fe¬ 
bruary,  and  March,  1763.  I  can 
hardly  express  how  much  1  am  de¬ 
lighted  with  this  journal;  its  cha- 
racteriftics  are  erudition,  precilion, 
and  lafte ;  but  what  1  molt  admire 
is  that  impartiality  and  candour 
which  diflinguiih  the  beauties  and 
delects  ol  a  work,  giving  to  the 
former  due  and  hearty  praife,  and 
calmly  and  tenderly  pointing  out 
the  latter.  This  journal,  the  father 
of  all  the  reft,  is  fall  their  fuperior. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  wiftied  lor 
in  this  journal,  but  a  little  more 
boldnefs  and  philofophy;  but  it  is 
publhhed  under  the  chancellor’s 
eje.” 

The  collodion  of  remarks,  and 
detached  pieces,  on  different  fub- 
jeds,  contains  eight  papers.  From 
thefe  we  give  the  charader  of  Ovid, 
as  a  companion  to  that  of  Juvenal, 
which  we  have  already  given.  Jt 
was  written  after  a  careful  perufui 
of  the  Fasti. 

“  The  poetry  of  the  Fafti  appears 
to  me  more  liable  to  blame  than 
worthy  of  praife.  1  acknowledge 
with  plea fure  all  the  merits  of 
Ovid  ;  his  aftonifiiing  fancy,  a  per¬ 
petual  elegance,  and  the  molt  agree¬ 
able 
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able  turn  of  mind.  I  principally 
admire  bis  variety,  fupplenefs,  and 
(if  I  may  fay  fo)  his  flexibility  of 
genius,  which  rapidly  embraces  the 
moll  oppofite  fubjects,  aflame s  the 
true  ftyle  of  each,  and  prefents 
them  all  under  the  moll  pleating 
forms  of  which  they  are  fufceptible. 
The  thought  almoft  always  fails 
the  fubjeCt ;  and  the  expreffion 
rarely  fails  in  being  fuitable  to  the 
thought.  In  the  I  aft  i,  the  fame 
ideas  are  perpetually  recurring; 
but  the  images  under  which  they 
are  reprefen  ted,  are  continually 
different.  The  pafi'ages  of  the 
Eafti  which  have  given  me  molt 
pleufure  are,  i .  The  origin  of  sa¬ 
crifices  :  2.  The  adventure  of  Lu- 
cretia:  3.  The  feftival  of  Anna 
Perenna:  4.  The  origin  of  the 
name  of  May :  5.  The  difpute  of 
the  goddefles  for  that  of  June. 

“  The  following  are  fome  of  the 
faults  in  the  character  either  of  the 
poet  or  of  his  fubjed;  which  it  is 
painful  to  perceive.  Ovid  appears 
to  me  defective  in  itrength  and 
elevation;  and  his  genius  lofes  in 
depth  what  it  gains  in  furface.  In 
painting  nature,  his  ftrokes  are 
vague,  and  feldom  charaderiftic. 
Ills  expreffion  of  the  paffions  is 
rarely  juft;  he  is  fometimes  weak, 
fometimes  extravagant,  always  too 
diffufe ;  and  though  he  continually 
feeks  the  road  to  the  heart,  is  fel¬ 
dom  fortunate  enough  to  find  it. 
His  light  and  tender  charade r,  fof- 
tened  by  pleafure,  and  rendered 
more  interefling  by  misfortune, 
made  him  acquainted  with  the 
tones  of  fadnefs  and  joy.  He  knows 
how  to  lament  the  mifery  of  a  for- 
faken  mill  refs,  or  to  celebrate  the 
triumphs  of  a  fuccefsful  lover-  But 
the  great  paffions  are  above  his 
reach ;  fury,  vengeance,  the  forti¬ 


tude  or  ferocity  of  the  foul,  which 
either  fubdues  its  moll  impetuous 
movements,  or  precipitates  their 
unbridled  career.  His  heroes  think 
more  of  the  reader  than  of  the  na¬ 
tives  ;  and  the  poet,  who  ought  to 
remain  concealed,  is  always  ready 
to  come  forward,  and  to  praife, 
blame,  or  pity  them.  Ovid  wrote 
a  tragedy;  but,notwitbftanding  the 
judgment  of  Quintilian,  I  cannot 
much  regret  its  lols.  2.  He  was 
ignorant  of  the  rules  of  proportion, 
rules  fo  neceflary  to  a  writer  who 
would  give  to  each  fentiment  its 
due  extent,  and  arrange  it  in  its 
proper  place,  agreeably  to  its  own 
nature,  and  the  end  for  which  he 
employs  it.  In  Ovid,  you  may 
perceive  thoughts  the  moft  inte- 
refting,  and  narratives  clolely  con¬ 
nected  with  the  very  eflence  of  his 
fubjed,  pafs  away  lightly  without 
leaving  a  trace  behind;  while  he 
dwells  with  complacence  on  parts 
merely  ornamental,  frivolous,  or 
fuperfluous  ?  Can  it  be  believed  that 
the  Rape  of  Proferpine  Ihould  be 
defcribed  in  two  verfes,  when  the 
enumeration  of  the  flowers  which 
Ihe  gathered  in  the  garden  of  Eden 
(  u  les  campagnes  d’  Enna,”  )  had 
juft  filled  fix  teen." 

Of  the  tranflation  of  Mr.  Gib¬ 
bon’s  journal  and  remarks,  which 
has  been  added  by  the  bookfellers, 
we  muft  obferve  that  it  is  in  general 
fpiritlefs  and  inelegant;  almoft  al¬ 
ways  faithlefs  to  the  l'tyle,  and  fre¬ 
quently  to  the  meaning,  of  the 
French  original.  One  inftance  of 
the  tranflator’s  propenlitv  to  blunder 
our  leaders  will  perceive  in  the  laft 
quotation. 

The  “  Outlines  of  the  Hiftory 
of  the  World,”  are  drawn  up  wfith 
almoft  Spartan  concilenefs.  Seven 
bthy  centuries  occupy  only  thirty- 
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two  pages.  The  narrative,  how¬ 
ever,  though  rapid,  is  clear,  and  the 
Ryle  is  pleating. 

His  “  Effai  fur  l’Etude  de  la 
Literature/'  Mr.  Gibbon  has  him- 
lelt  reviewed,  with  an  impartial 
judgment.  “  My  flock  of  erudition 
at  that  time  was  fcanty  and  fuper- 
ficial ;  and  if  I  allow  myfelf  the 
liberty  of  naming  the  Greek  mat¬ 
ters,  my  genuine  and  perfonal  ac¬ 
quaintance  was  confined  to  the 
Latin  claffics.  The  molt  ferious 
defeat  of  my  Effay  is  a  kind  of  ob¬ 
scurity  and  abruptnefs,  which  al¬ 
ways  fatigues,  and  may  often  elude, 
the  attention  of  the  reader.  In- 
flead  of  a  precife  and  proper  defi¬ 
nition  of  the  title  itfelf,  the  fenfe 
of  the  word  literature  is  loofely  and 
variously  applied  :  a  number  of  re¬ 
marks  and  examples,  hiftorical, 
critical,  philofophical,  are  heaped 
on  each  other  without  method  or 
connection;  and,  if  we  except  fume 
introductory  pages,  all  the  remain¬ 
ing  chapters  might  indifferently  be 
reverfed  or  tranfpofed.  The  '  ob- 
fcurity  of  many  paffages  is  often 
affected.,  brevis  e(fc  laboro,  obfcurus 
jio ;  the  defire  of  expreffing  perhaps 
a  common  idea  with  fententious  and 
oracular  brevity:  alas!  how  fatal 
has  been  the  imitation  of  Montef- 
quieu !  But  this  obfcurity  fome- 
times  proceeds  from  a  mixture  of 
light  and  darknefs  in  the  author's 
mind;  from  a  partial  ray  which 
ffrikes  upon  an  angle,  inftead  of 
fpreading  itfelf  over  the  furfaee  of 
an  object.  After  this  fair  confef- 
fion  I  fhall  prefume  to  fay,  that  the 
Effay  does  credit  to  a  young  writer 
of  two-and-twenty  years  of  age, 
who  had  read  with  tafte,  who  thinks 
with  freedom,  and  who  writes  in  a 
foreign  language  with  fpirit  and 
elegance.  The  defence  of  the  early 
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Ilifiory  of  Rome,  and  the  new  Chro¬ 
nology  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  form  a 
fpecious  argument.  The  patriotic 
and  political  defign  of  the  Georgies 
is  happily  conceived;  and  any  pro¬ 
bable  conjecture,  which  tends  to 
raife  the  dignity  of  the  poet  and 
the  poem,  deferves  to  be  adopted, 
without  a  rigid  ferutiny.  Some 
dawnings  of  a  philofophic  fpirit  en¬ 
lighten  the  general  remarks  on  tfye 
Study  of  Hi  Rory  and  Man.  I  am 
not  difpleafed  with  the  Inquiry  into 
the  Origin  and  Nature  of  the'Gods 
ot  Polytheifin,  which  might  deferve 
the  illuRration  of  a  riper  judgment. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  may  apply  to  the 
fil’d  labour  of  my  pen  the  fpeech  of 
a  far  fuperior  artift,  when  he  fur- 
veyed  the  firlt  productions  of  bis 
pencil.  After  viewing  fome  por¬ 
traits  which  he  had  painted  in  his 
youth,  my  friend  Sir  Jofima  Reynolds 
acknowledged  to  me,  that  he  was 
rather  humbled  than  flattered  by 
the  comparifon  with  his  prefent 
works ;  and  that  after  fo  much  time 
and  ftudy,  he  had  conceived  his 
improvement  to  be  much  greater 
than  he  found  it  to  have  been." 

The  “  Critical  Observations  on 
the  defign  of  the  fixth  book  of  the 
iEneid,”  and  the  “  Vindication  of 
fome  paffages  in  chapters  xv.  and 
xvi.  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the 
Roman  Empire/’  poffefs  the  higheft 
merit  in  the  controverfial  ffyle.  The 
weapon  of  controverfy  was  never 
fharpened  with  a  keener  edge,  nor 
wielded  with  a  more  dexterous  hand. 

The  Diflertation  on  the  Man  in  the 
Iron  Mafk  is  brief,  but  is  not  one  of 
the  lead  plaufible  of  thofe  which 
have  been  written  on  this  myReri- 
ous  fubjeCt.  Mr.  Gibbon  fuppofes 
the  unfortunate  prifoner  to  have 
been  the  ton  of  Cardinal  Mazarine 
and  of  Anrie  of  Auffr-ia. 
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The  “  Memoire  Juftificatif”  was 
adopted  by  the  Britilh  Cabinet,  as 
its  reply  to  the  Manifefto  which  the 
Court  of  Ver failles  iflued,  when  it 
threw  off  the  math,  and  openly 
joined  the  Americans.  It  is  one  of 
the  moll  eloquent,  logical,  and  fa- 
tisfaclory  Hate  papers  of  modern 
times.  So  correct  and  elegant  is 
the  language  (it  is  written  in  French) 
that  it  was  generally  fuppoled  to 
have  been  the  production  of  a  na¬ 
tive  of  France,  it  was  everywhere 
admired,  and  was  even  tranflated 
into  the  Turkilh  language. 

The  laft  compofidon  of  any  length 
in  the  volume,  is  the  Antiquities  of 
the  Houle  of  Brunfwick.  This  is, 
in  reality,  only  a  fragment,  It  was 
compofed  about  the  year  1790,  and 
was  defigned  to  contift  of  three 
books.  Only  the  firft  book,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Italian  defcent,  was 
completed,  i t  abounds  with  fplendid 
paffages.  The  character  ol  Leib¬ 
nitz,  which  is  to  be  found  in  a  pre¬ 
ceding  department  of  our  work,  is 
extracted  from  the  exordium  of 
thefe  Antiquities.  Others,  of  more 
than  equal  merit,  might  eafily  be 
quoted,  but  our  limits  will  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  further  quotation. 

The  volume  clofes  with  an  Ad- 
drefs,  relative  to  the  reprinting  of 
our  Latin  hiftorians  of  the  middle 
age.  Death  prevented  the  author 
from  finifliing  this  Addrefs,  which 
was  intended  to  recommend  Mr. 
Pinkerton,  as  editor  of  the  pro¬ 
jected  work,  and  which  gives  an 
elegant  fpecimen  of  the  mode  of 
praifing  and  recommending,  with 
delicacy  and  difcrimination. 

Bulky  as  thefe  quartos  are,  yet, 
fuch  is  their  merit,  that  we  cannot 
but  regret  that  many  others  of  Mr. 
Gibbon’s  compofitions  were  with¬ 
held  by  the  noble  editor,  in  th# 


dread  that  he  fhould  be  thought  to 
have  too  far  indulged  his  laudable 
partiality  for  the  compofitions  of 
his  friend. 


The  Life  of  Milton,  in  three  parts. 
To  which  are  added ,  Conjectures 
on  the  origin  of  Paradife  Lnji : 
with  an  Appendix.  By  William 
IIayley7  Efq.  4 to. 

WITH  alibis  talents,  and  all 
his  virtues,  and  few  men  had  more 
of  either,  Do&or  Johnfon  was,  in 
many  cafes,  the  Have  of  prejudice. 
He  was,  too,  that  character  which 
he  praifed,  namely,  a  good  hater. 
With  refpedt  to  our  great  poet, 
Milton,  there  were  various  circum- 
ftances  which  difqualifiecl  Johnfon 
from  being  an  impartial  judge.  The 
latter  had  certainly  110  perception, 
or  a  very  feeble  one,  of  the  higher 
graces  of  poetry ;  he  had  not  an 
ear  for  the  varied  harmony  of 
blank  verfe ;  and  he  was  furioufly 
hoftile  to  thofe  principles  which 
were  the  pride  of  Milton.  The 
conlequence  was  natural.  He  pro¬ 
duced  a  life  and  a  criticifm,  which 
are  glaringly  unjuft.  Yet  even  his 
writings  do  not  difplay  the  full  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  enmity  againft  the  im¬ 
mortal  bard.  v  You  have  heard 
him,”  fays  Mr.  Hayley,  in  his  dedi¬ 
cation  to  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton,  “  de¬ 
claim  againft  the  admiration  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  poetry  of  Milton,  and 
affirm  it  to  be  nothing  more  than 
the  cant  (to  ufe  his  own  favourite 
phrafe)  of  affebled  fenfibility.” 

To  refcue  the  character  of  Mil- 
ton,  from  the  charges  brought 
againft  it  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  is  the 
purpofe  of  Mr.  Hayley’s  work;  and 
it  muft  be  owned  that  he  has  ac- 
compliftied  his  purpofe  with  much 
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lelicity  and  tafte.  IPs  narrative  is 
perfpicuous,  his  ftyle  is  clear  and 
fk>  wing;  and,  even  when  he  is  com¬ 
pelled  to  write  with  fome  fe verity 
ot  cenfure,  he  never  violates  the 
decosum  of  language  and  of  man¬ 
ners. 

i  his  volume  con  fills  of  a  Ions 

O 

and  elegant  dedication  to  Dr.  Jo- 
feph  Warton;  the  life  of  Milton; 
conjectures  on  the  origin  of  Para- 
dife  Loft;  and  an  appendix  of  trauf- 
lations  from  the  Italian,  to  illuf* 
trate  the  conjectures.  The  maf- 
terly  verfions  ot  Milton's  Latin  and 
Italian  poetry,  many  of  which  are 
introduced,  are  from  the  pen  of 
Cow  per. 

Of  a  life  fo  well  known  as  Mil¬ 
ton’s,  it  would  be  idle  to  fill  our 
pages  with  an  abftraCt,  and  we  lhall, 
therefore,  confine  our  quotations  to 
thole  parts  of  Mr.  Hayley’s  work, 
in  which  he  refutes  the  afperlions  of 
Johnfon,  introduces  additional  eir- 
cumftances,  and  gives  his  own  con¬ 
jectures  on  the  origin  of  the  Para- 
dife  Loft. 

The  firft  part  of  the  life  of  Mil- 
ton  includes  the  period  from  his 
birth  to  his  return  to  England, 
after  his  travels  in  Italy.  In  this 
part  Mr.  Hay  ley  controverts  the 
aflertions  of  Johnfon,  that  Milton 
hated  all  whom  he  was  required  to 
obey ;  that  his  Latin  poetry  is  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  of  Cowley  ;  that  he 
buffered  personal  chaftifement  at 
Cambridge ;  that  he  was  not  be¬ 
loved  at  college ;  that  he  grew 
weary  of  refidence  in  the  country; 
and  that  with  a  lofty  and  heady 
confidence  in  himlelf,  he  was,  per¬ 
haps,  not  without  fome  contempt 
of  others.  On  all  thefe  points,  Mr. 
Ilayley  has  proved  that  Dr.  John- 
fon’s  opinions  are  erroneous. 

What  were  the  purfuits  and 
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hopes,  noble  hopes  and  purfuits  they 
were,  of  Milton,  immediately  fub- 
fequently  to  his  leaving  college, 
will  in  part  appear  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extraCt.  On  quitting  an 
academical  life,  he  was,  according 
to  his  own  teftimony,  regretted  by 
the  fellows  of  bis  college;  but  he 
regarded  the  houfe  of  his  father  as 
a  retreat  favourable  to  his  literary 
purfuits,  and,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  he  gladly  fiiared  the  rural 
retirement,  in  which  his  parents 
had  recently  fettled  at  Horton,  in 
Buckinghamfhire;  here  he  devoted 
himfelf,  for  five  years,  to  ftudy, 
with  that  ardour  and  perfeverance, 
to  which,  as  he  fays  himfelf,  in  a 
letter  to  his  friend,  Charles  Dio- 
dati,  his  nature  forcibly  inclined 
him. 

The  letter  I  am  fpeaking  of  was 
written  in  the  laft  year  of  his  refi¬ 
dence  under  the  roof  of  his  father, 
and  exhibits  a  lively  picture  of  hi$ 
progrefs  in  learning,  his  paffion  for 
virtue,  and  bis  hope  of  renown. 

‘‘  To  give  you  an  account  of  my 
ftudies,”  he  fays,  “  1  have  brought 
down  the  affairs  of  the  Greeks,  in 
a  continued  courfe  of  reading  to 
the  period  in  which  they  ceafed  to 
be  Greeks.  I  have  long  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  obfcurer  parts  of  Italian 
hiltory,  under  the  Lombards,  the 
Franks,  and  the  Germans,  to  the 
time  in  which  liberty  was  granted 
them  by  the  emperor  Rodolphus; 
from  this  point  i  think  it  beft  to 
purfue,  in  feparate  liiftories,  the 
exploits  of  each  particular  city.” 

He  ihew'S  himfelf,  in  this  letter, 
molt  paffionately  attached  to  the 
Platonic  philosophy.  “  A&  to 
other  points,  what  God  may  have 
determined  for  me,  1  know  not ; 
but  this  I  know,  that  if  He  ever 
inftilled  an  intenfe  love  of  moral 
Q  2  beauty 
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beauty  into  the  breaft  of  any  man, 
he  lies  inftilled  it  into  mine  :  Ceres, 
in  the  fable,  purfued  not  her  daugh¬ 
ter  with  a  greater  keennels  of  en¬ 
quiry,  than  I,  day  and  night,  the 
idea  of  perfection.  Hence,  wlier- 
ever  I  find  a  man  defpifing  the  falfe 
eftimates  of  the  vulgar,  and  daring 
to  afpire,  in  fentiment,  language, 
and  conduct,  to  what  the  higheff 
wifdom,  through  every  age  has 
taught  us  as  raoft  excellent,  to  him 

I  unite  myfelf  by  a  fort  of  necef- 
%  *■  *■ 

lary  attachment;  and  if  I  am  fo 
influenced  by  nature  or  deftin}7,  that 
by  no  exertion  or  labours  of  my 
own,  I  may  exalt  myfelf  to  this 
iummit  of  worth  and  honour,  yet 
no  powers  of  heaven  or  earth  will 
hinder  me  from  looking  with  re¬ 
verence  and  affedion  upoa  thofe, 
who  have  thoroughly  attained  this 
glory,  or  appear  engaged  in  the 
fuccefsful  purfuit  of  it. 

“  You  enquire,  with  a  kind  of 
folicitude,  even  into  my  thoughts. 
—Hear  then,  Diodati,  but  let  me 
whifper  in  your  ear,  that  1  may  not 
blufh  at  my  reply. — I  think  (fo  help 
me  heaven)  of  immortality.  You  en¬ 
quire  also,  what  I  am  about?  I  nurfe 
my  wings,  and  meditate  a  flight;  but 
my  Pegafus  rifes  as  yet  on  very  tender 
pinions.  Let  us  be  humbly  wife!” 

This  very  interefling  epiftle,  in 
which  Milton  pours  forth  his  heart 
to  the  favourite  friend  of  his  youth, 
may  convince  every  candid  reader, 
that  he  poffeffed  in  no  common  de¬ 
gree,  two  qualities  very  rarely 
united,  ambitious  ardour  of  mind 
and  unaffected  modefly.  The  poet, 
who  fpeaks  with  fueh  graceful  hu¬ 
mility  of  his  literary  achievements, 
had  at  this  time  written  Comus,  a 
eompofition  that  abundantly  dif- 
played  the  variety  and  compafs  of 
his  poetical  powers.  After  lie  had 


delineated,  with'  'equal  excellence,, 
the  frolics  of  gaiety  and  the 

triumphs  of  virtue,  palling  with 
exquilite  tranfition  from  the  mod 
fportive  to  the  fublimeft  tones  of 
poetry,  he  might  have  fpoken  more 
confidently  of  his  own  produdions 
without  a  particle  of  arrogance.” 

The  character  of  Milton,  at  the 
time  of  his  revifiting  England,  Mr. 
Hayley  fums  up  in  the  following 
words : — “  We  have  now  attended 
him  to  the  middle  ftage  of  his  life, 
at  which  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  paufe,  and  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  years  that  are  paffed,  and 
thofe  that  are  yet  in  profped.  We 
behold  him,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two,  recalled  to  England,  from  a 
foreign  excurfion  of  improvement 
and  delight,  by  a  manly  fenfe  of 
what  he  owed  to  his  country  in  a 
feafon  of  difficulty  and  danger.  His 
thoughts  and  condud  on  this  occa- 
fion,  are  the  more  noble  and  be¬ 
coming,  as  all  his  preceding  years 
had  been  employed  in  forming, Tor 
the  moll  important  purpofes,  a  firm 
and  lofty  mind,  and  in  furnifliing  it 
abundantly  with  whatever  might  be 
ufeful  and  honourable  to  himfelf  and 
others,  in  the  various  exigencies  and 
viciffitudes  both  of  private  and  pub¬ 
lic  life.  We  have  traced  him  through 
a  long  courfe  of  infantine,  academi¬ 
cal,  domeftic,  and  foreign  ffudy ;  we 
have  feen  him  diftinguilhed  by  ap¬ 
plication,  docility,  and  genius ;  un¬ 
commonly  attached  to  his  inftruc- 
tors,  and  moft  amiably  grateful  to 
his  parents ;  in  friendlhip,  ardent 
and  lteady  ;  in  love,  though  tender 
not  intemperate;  as  a  poet,  fenfible 
of  his  rare  mental  endowments,  yet 
peculiarly  modeft  in  regard  to  his 
own  productions ;  enamoured  of 
glory,  yet  as  ready  to  bellow  as 
anxious  to  merit  praife  ;  in  his  per- 
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foil  and  manners,  fo  falhioned  to 
prepoftefs  all  men  in  his  favour, 
that  even  foreigners  gave  him  credit 
for  thole  high  literary  atchieve- 
ments,  which  were  to  died  peculiar 
In  ft  re  on  his  latter  days,  and  con- 
fidered  him  already  as  a  man,  of 
whom  his  country  might  be  proud.” 

The  lecond  part  of  the  life  car¬ 
ries  down  the  narrative  to  that 
epoch,  when  Milton,  releafed  from 
the  dread  of  profecution,  which 
hung  over  him  on  the  reftoration  of 
the  fecond  Charles,  was  enabled 
again  to  appear  in  public,  and  to 
purfue  bis  great  work.  At  the 
commencement  of  it  Mr.  Hayley 
animadverts,  with  fpirit  and  juftice, 
on  the  fneering  manner,  in  which 
the  biographer  has  mentioned  Mil¬ 
ton’s  keeping  a  fchool,  and  the  fcan- 
tinefs  and  little  celebrity  of  his  fcho- 
lars.  The  next  accufation  brought 
by  Dr.  Johnfon,  is  couched  in  the 
following  words :  “  From  this  time 
it  is  obferved  that  he  became  an 
enemy  to  the  Prelbyterians,  whom 
he  had  favoured  before.  He  that 
changes  his  party  by  his  humour, 
is  not  much  more  virtuous  than  he 
that  changes  it  by  his  intereft;  he 
loves  hiirrfelf  better  than  the  truth.” 
To  this  Mr.  Hayley  forcibly  replies 
• — “  Notwithftanding  the  air  of  mo¬ 
rality  in  this  remark,  it  may  be 
queftioned,  if  ever  an  obfervation 
was  made  on  any  great  charade  r 
more  invidious  or  more  unjust. 
When  the  Prefbyterians  were  fa¬ 
voured  by  Milton,  they  fpake  the 
language  of  the  oppreffed  ;  on  their 
being  inverted  with  power,  they 
forgot  their  own  pleas  for  liberty  of 
confcience,  and  became,  in  their 
turn,  perfecutors;  it  was  the  con- 
lirtency  of  virtue,  therefore,  in  Mil- 
ton,  that  made  him  at  one  time 
their  advocate,  and  at  another  their 
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opponent:  fo  far  from  loving  hi m- 
felf  better  than  truth,  he  was  per¬ 
haps  of  all  mortals  the  leaft  felfilh. 
He  contended  for  religion,  with¬ 
out  feeking  emoluments  from  the 
church  ;  he  contended  for  the  ft  ate, 
without  aiming  at  any  civil  or  mili¬ 
tary  employment:  truth  and  juftice 
were  the  idols  of  his  heart,  and  the 
ftudy  of  his  life  ;  if  he  fometimes 
failed  of  attaining  them,  it  was  not 
hecaufe  he  loved  anv  thing  better ; 
it  was  because  he  overlhot  the  ob- 
jeftrf  his  fincere  a  fleer  ion,  from  the 
fondnefs  and  ardour  of  his  purfuit.” 

The  character  of  Brad  thaw,  the 
prefident  of  the  court  by  which 
Charles  the  Firft  was  tried,  has  been 
the  fubjed  of  fuch  bitter  cenfure, 
that  the  reader  will  not  be  difpleafed 
to  fee  a  tranflation  of  the  charader 
which  was  drawn  by  Milton.  “  He 
had,  united  to  the  knowledge  of  law, 
a  liberal  dispofition,  an  elevated 
mind,  an  irreproachable  integrity  of 
morals,  neither  gloomy  nor  fevrre, 
but  courteous  and  mild. —  In  public 
councils  and  labours  he  is  the  moll 
indefatigable  of  men, and  alone  equal 
to  many  ;  in  his  lioufe,  he,  if  any 
man,  may  be  efteemed  hofpitable 
and  fplendid,  in  proportion  to  his 
fortune  ;  as  a  friend,  faithful  in  the 
highest  degree,  and  mod  lurely  to  be 
depended  upon  in  every  emergency; 
no  man  l'ooner  or  more  freely  ac¬ 
knowledges  merit,  wherever  it  may 
be  found;  no  man  rewards  it  with 
greater  beneyolence  :  he  raifes  from 
indigence,  at  his  own  coft,  sometimes 
men  of  piety,  learning,  and  talents; 
fometimes  thofe  brave  military  men, 
whole  profperity  has  not  been  equal 
to  their  valour  :•  fuch  perfons,  if  they 
are  not  indigent,  he  ftill  honours 
with  his  regard ;  it  is  his  nature  to 
proclaim  the  defert  of  others,  and  to 
be  ftlent  on  his  own. — If  the  caufe 

Q  3  ®f 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1796. 


230 

of  any  one  under  oppreffk>n  is  to  be 
openl)  defended,  if  the  influence  or 
authority  of  men  in  power  is  to  be 
oppofed,  if  the  ingratitude  of  the 
public  towards  any  individual  of 
merit  is  to  be  reproved,  no  want  will 
be  found  in  this  man,  either  of  elo¬ 
quence  or  courage;  nor  can  any 
fufferer  with  to  And,  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  a  patron  and  a  friend  more 
fuited  to  bis  neceffi  ties,  more  refolute, 
or  more  accomplished  ;  he  already 
pofiefles  fuch  a  friend,  and  fuch  a 
patron  as  no  menaces  can  drive%»  om 
the  line  of  rectitude,  whom  neither 
terrors  nor  bribes  can  divert  from 
the  duty  he  is  purfuing,  or  fliake 
from  his  fettled  fit  miiefs  of  mind  ana 
countenance/’  Such  is  the  picture 
drawn  by  Milton.  He  may  have 
coloured  it  too  highly;  but  it  is  im- 
poflible  that  he  fliould  he  miftaken 
in  the  great  outlines  and  features. 
It  appears,  indeed,  from  undoubted 
evidence,  that  Bradlhaw,  however 
blameable  might  be  one  part  of  his 
conduft,  acted  conscientiously  up  to 
his  principles,  and  p  off  e  fifed  an  un¬ 
corrupt  and  intrepid  mind. 

We  come  now  to  the  most  viru¬ 
lent  of  Dr.  Johnfon’s  charges,  and 
which  is  made  with  an  appropriate 
virulence  of  expreffion.  “  Milton,” 
fays  he,  “  having  now  tailed  the 
honey  of  public  employment,  would 
not  return  to  hunger  and  philosophy, 
but,  continuing  to  exercife  his  office 
under  a  man i fell  ufurpution, betrayed 
to  his  power,  that  liberty  which  he 
had  defended.  Nothing  can  be  more 
juft  than  that  rebellion  fhould  end 
in  flavery;  that  he  who  juftified  the 
murder  of  the  king  for  fotne  ads, 
which  to  him  feenied  unlawful, 
Ihould  now  fell  his  fervices  and  flat¬ 
teries  to  a  tyrant,  of  whom  it  was 
evident  that  he  could  do  nothing 
lawful.”  From  this  bafe  and  bitter 
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accufation,  Mr.  Hayley  has  amply 
juftified  the  immortal  bard;  but  the 
whole  of  his  reafnning  is  too  lung  to 
be  here  given  entire  ;  and  to  take 
only  a  Angle  link  from  the  clofeiy 
connected  chain  of  argument,  would 
give  no  better  idea  of  the  merit  of 
the  artift  or  his  work, than  the  Greek 
pedant  gave  of  his  houfe,  when  he 
produced  a  Angle  brick  asalpecimen. 
It  muft  be  mentioned,  however,  that 
Mr.  Hayley  has  ably  pointed  out  the 
inconfiftency  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  in 
praifing  the  fame  conduct  in  Blake 
which  he  vilifies  in  Milton. 

The  third  part  completes  the  life. 
In  this  part,  as  in  the  former  parts, 
every  insinuation  and  after tion  of  Dr. 
johnfon  is  fully  refuted.  Into  the 
narrative  is  like  wife  interwoven 
much  elegant  and  liberal  criticifm. 

In  the  conjedures  on  the  origin  of 
“  Par  ad  r'fe  Loft,”  Mr.  Hayley  is  in¬ 
clined  to  believe  with  Voltaire,  that 
the  fubjed  was  firft  fuggefted  to  the 
mind  of  Milton  by  the  Adamo  of 
Andreini ;  and  he  like  wife  gives  forne 
reafons  for  believing  that  the  Britifh 
bard  might  have  taken  a  few  ideas 
from  La  Scena  Tragica  d! Adamo  ed 
Eva,  by  Troilo  Lancetta. 

Of  Andreini  he  favs,  u  Let  me 
oblerve,  for  the  credit  of  Andreini, 
that  although  he  has  been  con- 
temptuoufty  called  a  ftroller,  he  had 
fume  tindure  of  claffical  learning, 
and  confiderable  piety.  He  occa- 
fionally  imitates  Virgil,  and  quotes 
the  fathers.  He  was  born  in  Flo¬ 
rence,  in  1578  ;  his  mother  was  an, 
adrefs,  highly  celebrated  for  the 
excellence  of  her  talents,  and  the 
purity  of  her  life ;  ftie  appeared  alfo 
as  an  authorefs,  and  printed  a  vo¬ 
lume  of  letters  and  e flays,  to  which 
two  great  poets  of  her  country, 
Taffo  and  Marini,  contributed  each 
a  fonnet.  Her  memory  was  cele¬ 
brated 
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b rated  by  her  fon,  who  puhlifhed,  at 
her  death,  a  collection  of  poems  in 
her  praife.  Having  diflinguifhed 
himfelf  as  a  comedian  at  Milan,  he 
travelled  into  France,  in  the  train 
of  the  famous  Mary  de  Medici,  and 
obtained,  as  an  actor,  the  favour  of 
Louis  Xiilth.  The  biographical 
Work  of  Count  Mazzuehelii,  011  the 
writers  of  Italy,  includes  an  account 
of  Andreini,  with  a  lift  of  his  various 
productions ;  they  amount  to  the 
number  of  thirty;  and  form  a  fm- 
gular  medley  of  comedies  and  devout 
poems.  His  Adamo  alone  feems 
likely  to  prelerve  his  name  from  ob¬ 
livion;  and  that  indeed  can  never 
ceafe  to  be  regarded  as  a  literary 
curiofity,  while  it  is  believed  to  have 
given  a  fortunate  impulfe  to  the 
fancy  of  Milton/' 

Of  each  of  the  two  dramas  Mr. 
Hay  ley  has  given  an  analyfis ;  and 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Cowper,  a 
metrical  verfion,  of  fome  fcenes  from 
the  Adamo.  Thefe  analyfes,  and  a 
fpecimen  of  Andreini’s  poetry,  we 
will  lay  before  our  readers. 

The  Characters  of  the  Adamo. 
God  the  Father,  chorus  of  Sera¬ 
phim,  Cherubim  and  Angels.  The 
archangel  Michael.  Adam.  Eve. 
A  Cherub,  the  guardian  of  Adam. 
Lucifer.  Satan.  Beelzebub.  The 
feven  mortal  fins.  The  world.  T^he 
flefli.  Famine.  Labour.  Defpair. 
Death.  Vain  glory.  Serpent.  Volano, 
an  infernal  meffenger.  Chorus  of 
Phantoms.  Chorus  of  fiery,  airy, 
aquatic,  and  infernal  Spirits. 

Adi  I.  Scene  1.  Chorus  of  Angels, 
finging  the  glory  of  God. — After 
their  hymn,  which  ferves  as  a  pro¬ 
logue,  God  the  Father,  Angels, 
Adam  and  Eve. — God  calls  to  Lu¬ 
cifer,  and  bids  him  furvey  with 
cohfufion  the  wonders  of  his  power. 
— He  creates  Adam  and  Eve — - 


their  delight  and  gratitude.  Scene  ci. 
Lucifer,  arifing  from  hell  — he  ex- 
pretTes  Inis  enmity  againft  God,  the 
good  Angels,  and  Man.  Scene  3. 
Lucifer,  Satan,  and  Beelzebub. — 
Lucifer  excites  his  affociates  to  the 
deflrudlion  of  Man,  and  calls  oilier 
Demons  from  the  abyfs  to  confpire 
for  that  purpofe.  Scene  4,  5,  and 
6.  Lucifer  furnmonmg  feven  d Timet 
Spirits,  commifiions  them  to  adt 
under  the  character  of  the  leven 
mortal  Sins,  with  the  following 
'names:  Melecano  -  -  Pride.  Lur- 
cone  -  -  Envy.  Ruspieano  -  -  Anger. 
Arfarat--  Avarice,  Mai  tea.-- Sloth. 
Dulciato  -  -  Luxury.  Guliar  -  - 
Gluttony. 

Adt  If.  Scene  1.  The  Angels,  to 
the  number  of  fifteen,  feparately  ling 
the  grandeur  of  God,  and  his  mu¬ 
nificence  to  Man.  Scene  2.  Adam 
and  Eve,  with  Lurcone  ai  d  Guliar 
watching  unfeen.  —  Adam  and  Eve 
exprefs  their  devotion  to  God  fo 
fervently,  that  the  evil  Spirits, 
though  invifible,  are  put  to  flight  by 
their  prayer.  Scene  3.  The  Serpent, 
Satan,  Spirits. — The  Serpent,  or 
Lucifer,  announces  his  defign  of 
circumventing  Woman.  Scene  4. 
The  Serpent,  Spirits,  and  Volano. 
• — Volano  arrives  from  hell,  and 
declares  that  the  confederate  powers 
of  the  abyfs  designed  to  fend  a 
goddefs  from  the  deep,  entitled 
Vain  Glory,  to  vanquish  Man. 
Scene  K-  Vain  Glory  drawn  by  a 
giant,  Volano,  the  Serpent,  Satan, 
and  Spirits. — The  Serpent  welcomes 

i  A 

Vain  Glory  as  his  confederate,  then 
hides  himfelf  in  the  tree  to  watch 
and  tempt  Eve.  Scene  6.  The 
Serpent  and  Vain  Glory  at  firft 
concealed,  the  Serpent  difeovers 
himfelf  to  Eve,  tempts  and  feduces 
her. — Vain  Glory  clofes  the  act 
with  expreffions  of  triumph. 
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Ad  III.  Scene  1.  Adam  and  Eve 
■ — alter  a  dialogue  of  tendernefs  die 
produces  the  fruit. — Adam  expreffes 
horror,  but  at  laft  yields  to  her 
temptation.  —  Whenboth  have  tailed 
the  fruit,  they  are  overwhelmed  with 
reinorfe  and  terror :  they  fly  to 
conceal  themfelves.  Scene  2.  Vo- 
lano  proclaims  the  fall  of  Man,  and 
invites  the  powers  of  darknefs  to  re¬ 
joice,  and  pay  their  homage  to  the 
prince  ol  hell.  Scene  3.  Volano, 
Satan,  chorus  of  Spirits,  with  en- 
flgns  of  victory. — Expreffions  of 
their  joy.  Scene  4.  Serpent,  Vain 
Glory,  Satan  and  Spirits. — The  Ser¬ 
pent  commands  Canoro,  a  mufical 
Spirit  to  fmg  his  triumph,  which  is 
celebrated  with  fongs  and  dances  in 
the  4th  and  5th  fcenes :  the  latter 
doles  with  expreflions  of  horror 
Irom  the  triumphant  demons,  on  the 
approach  of  God.  Scene  6.  God 
the  Father,  Angels,  Adam  and  Eve. 
— God  ftimmons  and  rebukes  the 
linners,  then  leaves  them  after  pro¬ 
nouncing  his  malediction.  Scene  7. 
An  Angel,  Adam  and  Eve. — The 
Angel  gives  them  rough  Ikins  for 
clothing,  and  exhorts  them  to  pe¬ 
nitence.  Scene  8.  The  archangel 
Michael,  and  Adam  and  Eve. — 
Michael  drives  them  from  Paradife 
with  alcourge  of  Are.  Angels  clofe 
the  ad  with  a  chorus,  exciting  the 
offenders  to  hope  in  repentance. 

Ad  IV.  Scene  1.  Volano,  cho¬ 
rus  of  fiery,  airy,  earthly,  and  aqua¬ 
tic  Spirits. —  ihey  exprefs  their 
obedience  to  Lucifer.  Scene  2.  Lu¬ 
cifer  rifes,  and  utters  bis  abhorrence 
of  the  light ;  the  demons  confole 
him— he  queftions  them  .on  the 
meaning  ot  God’s  words  and  con- 
dud  towards  Man— he  fpurns  their 
conjedures,  and  announces  the  in¬ 
carnation,  then  proceeds  to  new 
machinations  again!!  Man.  Scene  3. 


Infernal  Cyclops,  summoned  by  Lu¬ 
cifer,  make  a  new  world  at  bis 
command. —  He  then  commiffions 
three  demons  againlt  Man,  under 
the  characters  of  the  World,  the 
Flesh  and  Death.  Scene  4.  Adam 
alone. —  Me  laments  his  fate,  and  at 
laft  feels  his  bufferings  aggravated,  in 
beholding  Eve  flying  in  terror  from 
the  hoftile  animals.  Scene  5.  Adam 
and  Eve. — She  excites  her  com¬ 
panion  to  fuicide.  Scene  6,  Famine, 
ihirft,  Laffitude,  Despair,  Adam 
and  Eve. —  Famine  explains  her  ow  n 
nature,  and  that  of  her  affociates. 
Scene  7.  Death,  Adam  and  Eve, — 
Death  reproaches  Eve  with  the 
horrors  she  has  occafioned. — Adam 
closes  the  Ad,  by  exhorting  Eve  to 
take  refuge  in  the  mountains. 

Act  V.  Scene  1.  The  Flefli,  in 
the  fliape  of  a  woman,  and  Adam. — 
He  refills  her  temptation.  Scene  2. 
Lucifer,  the  Flefli,  and  Adam. — Lu¬ 
cifer  pretends  to  be  a  man,  and  the 
elder  brother  of  Adam.  Scene  3.  A 
Cherub,  Adam,  the  Flefli,  and  Luci¬ 
fer. — The  Cherub  fecretly  warns 
Adam  againft  his  foes;  and  at  laft 
defends  him  with  manifeft  power. 
Scene  4.  The  World,  in  the  fliape 
of  a  man,  exulting  in  his  own  finery. 
Scene  5.  Eve  and  the  World. — He 
calls  forth  a  rich  palace,  from  the 
ground,  and  tempts  Eve  with  fplen- 
dour.  Scene  6.  Chorus  of  Nymphs, 
Eve,  the  World,  and  Adam.— He 
exhorts  Eve  to  refill  thele  allure¬ 
ments — the  World  calls  the  demons 
from  hell  to  enchain  his  vidims — • 
dive  prays  for  mercy,  Adam  en¬ 
courages  her.  Scene  7.  Lucifer, 
Death,  chorus  of  Demons. — They 
prepare  to  feize  Adam  and  Eve. 
Scene  8.  The  archangel  Michael, 
with  a  chorus  of  good  Angels. — 
After  afpirited  altercation,  Michael 
fubdues  and  triumphs  over  Lucifer. 

Scene 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


233 


Scene  9.  Adam,  Eve,  chorus  ot  The  following  quotation  is  the 
Angels.— Theyrejoice  in  the  vi&ory  fpeech  of  Lucifer,  on  being  called 

from  the  infernal  regions,  by  the 


Deity,  to  view  the  newly  created 
world.  It  will  be  feen  that  in  pride, 
the  lpirit  of  revenge,  and  uncon¬ 
querable  hate,  the  Lucifer  of  An- 
dreini  has  a  eonfiderable  likenefs  to 
the  Satan  of  Milton. 


of  Michael,  lie  animates  the  of¬ 
fenders  with  a  promife  of  favour 
from  God,  and  future  refidence  in 
heaven: — they  exprefs  their  hope 
and  gratitude.  The  Angels  clofe 
the  drama,  by  tinging  the  praife  of 
the  Redeemer. 

Who  from  my  dark  abyfs 
Calls  me  to  gaze  on  this  excefs  of  light  ? 

What  miracles  unfeen 
Shewed;  thou  to  me,  O  God  ? 

Art  thou  then  tired  of  refidence  in  heaven? 

Why  hall  thou  raifed  on  earth 
This  lovely  paradife, 

And  wherefore  placed  in  it 
Two  earthly  demi-gods  of  human  mould? 

Say,  thou  wild  architect, 

Forming  thy  works  of  dud, 

What  will  befall  this  naked  helplefs  man, 

The  foie  inhabitant  of  glens  and  woods  ? 

Does  he  then  dream  of  treading  on  the  ftars  ? 

Heaven  is  impoverifhed,  and  I,  alone 
The  caule,  enjoy  the  ruin  I  produced: 

Let  him  unite  above 
Star  upon  dar,  moon,  fun, 

And  let  his  Godhead  toil 
To  re-adorn  and  re-illumine  his  heaven; 

Since  in  the  end  derifion 

Shall  prove  his  works,  and  all  his  efforts,  vain  ; 

For  Lucifer  alone  was  that  full  light, 

Which  fcattered  radiance  o'er  the  plains  of  Heaven. 
But  thefe  his  prefent  fires  are  diade  and  fmoke, 

Bale  counterfeits  of  my  more  potent  beams  ; 

I  reck  not  what  he  means  to  make  his  heaven, 

Nor  care  I  what  this  creature  man  may  be  ; 

Too  obftinate  and  firm 
Is  my  undaunted  thought 
In  proving  that  I  am  implacable, 

'Gainft  heaven,  ’gainft  man,  the  angels,  and  their  God. 
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Analyfis  of  the  Drama,  entitled, 
La  Scena  Tragica  d’Adamo 
ed  Eva,  da  Troilo  Lancetta 
Benacenfe. 

Act.  I.  Scene  1.  — God  commemo¬ 
rates  his  creation  of  the  heavens, 
the  earth^and  the  water—  deter¬ 


mines  to  make  Man — gives  him 
vital  fpirit,  and  admonifhes  him  to 
revere  his  Maker,  and  live,  innocent. 
Scene  2.  Raphael,  Michael,  Gabriel, 
and  Angels — Raphael  prailes  the 
works  of  God — the  other  Angels 
follow  his  example,  particularly  in 

regard 
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regard  to  Man.  Scene  3.  God  and 
Adam  —  God  gives  paradife  to  a  dam 
to  bold  as  a  fief —forbids  him  to 
touch  the  apple — Adam  promifes 
obediencf.  Scene  4.  Adam  acknow¬ 
ledges  the  beneficence  of  God,  and 
retires  to  repofe  in  the  (hade. 

Act  I 1.  Scene  1. —  God  and  Adam 
—  God  refolves  to  form  a  companion 
for  Adam,  and  does  fo  while  Adam 
is  fleeping— he  then  awakens  Adam, 
and  prefenting  to  him  his  new 
aflociate,  bieffes  them  both ;  then 
leaves  them,  recommending  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  commands.  Scene  2. 
Adam  and  Eve— Adam  receives  Eve 
as  his  wife — praifes  her,  and  entreats 
her  to  join  with  him  in  revering 
and  obeying  God— llie  promifes  fub- 
miffion  to  his  will,  and  entreats  his 
inft ruction  —  he  tells  her  the  pro¬ 
hibition,  and  enlarges  on  the  beauties 
of  Paradife — on  his  fpeaking  of 
flocks,  die  defires  to  fee  them,  and 
he  departs  to  diow  her  the  various 
animals.  Scone  3.  Lucifer,  Belial, 
Satan.  Lucifer  laments  his  expul- 
fion  from  heaven,  and  meditates 
revenge  againft  man — the  other 
demons  relate  the  caufe  of  their 
expulfion,  and  Simulate  Lucifer  to 
the  revenge  he  meditates — he  re¬ 
folves  to  employ  the  Serpent.  Scene 
4.  The  Serpent,  Eve,  Lucifer — the 
Serpent  quedions  Eve — derides  her 
fear  and  her  obedience — tempts  her 
to  tafte  the  apple  -  the  expreffes  her 
eagernefs  to  do  fo  —  the  Serpent 
exults  in  the  profpedl  of  her  per¬ 
dition —Lucifer  (who  feems  to  re¬ 
main  as  a  feparate  perfon  from  the 
Serpent) expreffes alfo  his  exultation, 
and  deps  alide  to  liften  to  a  dialogue 
between  Adam  and  Eve.  Scene  5. 
Eve,  Adam. — Eve  declares  herrefo- 
lution  to  tafle  the  apple,  and  prefent 
it  to  her  hufband — (he  tafles  it,  and 
expreffes  unufual  hope  and  anima¬ 


tion— die  fays  the  Serpent  has  not 
deceived  her — die  feels  no  linns  of 

\  K-) 

death,  and  prefents  the  fruit  to  her 
hufband — he  reproves  her — die  per- 
fids  in  preding  him  to  eat — he 
complies — declares  the  fruit  fweet, 
but  begins  to  tremble  at  his  own 
nakebnefs — he  repents,  and  expreffes 
his  remorfe  and  terror — Eve  pro- 
pofes  to  form  a  covering  of  leaves— 
they  retire  to  hide  themfelves  in 
foliage. 

Act.  III.  Scene  1.  Lucifer,  Belial, 
Satan;  Lucifer  exults  in  his  fuccefs, 
and  the  other  demons  applaud  him. 
Scene  2.  Raphael,  Michael,  Gabriel. 
Thefe  good  fpirits  lament  the  fall, 
and  retire  with  awe,  on  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  God.  Scene  3.  God,  Eve, 
Adam,  —  God  calls  on  Adam— -he 
appears  and  laments  his  nakedness, 
- — God  interrogates  him  concerning 
the  tree  —  he  confeffes  his  offence, 
and  acc-ufes  Eve- — die  blames  the 
Serpent — God  pronounces  his  male¬ 
diction,  and  fends  them  from  bis 
prefence.  Scene  4.  Raphael,  Eve, 
and  Adam — Raphael  bids  them  de¬ 
part  from  Paradife — Adam  laments 
his  deftiny  —  Raphael  per  fids  in 
driving  them  rather  hardily  from  the 
garden — -Adam  begs  that  his  inno¬ 
cent  children  may  not  fuffer  for  the 
fault  of  their  mother— Raphael  re¬ 
plies,  that  not  only  his  children,  but 
all  his  race  mult  fuffer,  and  continues 
to  drive  them  from  the  garden — 
Adam  obeys — Eve  laments,  butfoon 
comforts  Adam— he  at  length  de¬ 
parts,  animating  himfeif  with  the 
idea,  that  to  an  intrepid  heart  every 
region  is  a  home.  Scene  5.  A  cherub, 
moralizing  on  the  creation  and  fall 
of  Adam,  concludes  the  third  and 
laft  a £h  . 
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C  II  A  P.  I. - p.  [1 — 27.] 

Continuation  of  the  Royalifl  War.  The  Breton ,  or  Chouan ,  War.  Ori- 
gin  of  the  denomination  of  Chouan.  Character  of  the  Count  de  Puifaye. 
He  takes  refuge  in  Britanny,  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Wormian  con - 
federacy.  Alone ,  and  a  Stranger  in  the  Province ,  he  determines  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  re-eftablijh  the  Royalifl  Party ,  which  had  been  broken  up  by  the 
death  0/  the  Marquis  de  la  Rouarie.  Reafons  which  induced  him  to  hope 
for  fuccefs.  Sketch  of  his  Plan.  Account  of  the  Royalifl  Bands  in  the 
Forejls  of  Britanny.  M.  de  Puifaye  is  invited  to  take  the  command  of 
the  Royalifts  in  the  Porejl  of  Pert  re.  The  Poitevan  Army  enters  the  Pro¬ 
vince.  Hefets  out  to  join  it,  but  is  obliged  to  return.  He  assumes  the 
command  igthe  Porejl  of  Pertre.  Arrangements  made  by  him.  He  nar¬ 
rowly  escapes  from  the  Republicans ,  who  attack  the  place  of  his  refdence. 
M.  Prigent  arrives  from  England  with  offers  of fuccuur,  which  the  Count 
declines  for  the  prejent.  lie  is  joined  by  fever  al  dijlinguifhed  Poitevin 
officers.  Cruelties  of  the  Jacobins  in  Britanny.  They  induce  great  num¬ 
bers  of  the  natives  to  take  up  arms,  and  put  themfelves  under  his  orders . 
He  plans  the  furprize  of  Rennes.  The  Plan  is  fruft rated,  but  he  defeats 
the  Enemy  in  two  engagements .  March  of  the  Chouans  through  a  confi- 
der able  part  of  the  Province .  Their  fuccefs.  On  ids  return  to  his  quar¬ 
ters  he  is  dejeated  by  the  Piepublicans ,  though  with  little  lojs.  Death 
mnd  Character  of  M.  Focard.  The  Count  removes  to  Bain ,  to  organize 
the  divifion  of  that  diflrict.  The  Chevalier  de  Tinteniac  arrives  from. 
England.  Conferences  between  him  and  M.  de  Puifaye.  The  Jacobin 
Government  plans  the  invajion  of  England.  The  plan  is  rendered  abortive 
by  the  movements  of  the  Royalifts.  Extenjive  comjpondence  carried  on 
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k;  M.  de  Puifaye  with  the  neighbouring  Provinces.  ITe  extends  hisfyftem 
over  Britanny ,  and  part  of  Anjou  and  Maine .  Character  of  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  Department  <f  the  Morbihan.  Character  of  Georges , 
of  Mercier,  and  of  D’Allegre.  Military  System  of  the  Royalifts.  Procla¬ 
mation  ad  dr  efed  by  the  Royalift  Chiefs  to  the  French  People.  Procla¬ 
mation  addrefecl  by  them  to  the  Republican  armies.  Numbers  of  Deferters 
join  the  Royalifts.  The  Count  refolves  to  viftt  England  to  Jolicit  fuccours. 
Arrival  and  Character  of  M.  Cormatin ,  who  is  chofen  Major  General  of 
the  Breton  Royalifls .  Departure  of  M.  de  Puifaye  for  England  p.  [1 


C  II  A  P.  II.  -  -  -  p.  fa '8 — 50.] 

lliftory  of  the  war  in  Poitou  and  Anjou  refumed .  Situation  of  Charette, 
after  the  royal  catholic  army  had  crojfed  the  Loire.  He  makes  himfelf 
Mafter  of  the  ifles  of  Bonin  and  Noirmoutier.  The  wounded  D’Elbee 
retires  to  Noirmoutier .  Various  actions  between  Charette  and  the  repub¬ 
licans.  Ilaxo ,  the  republican  general ,  begins  to  act  with  great  vigour, 
lie  retakes  the  ijle  of  Bouin ,  and  clofely  preffes  Charette.  Imminent 
danger  and  fortunate  efcape  of  Charette.  The  royalft  chief  is  foiled 
in  an  attack  upon  Lege.  Charette  refolves  to  march  into  upper  Poitou , 
and  redly  the  royedifts  round  his  ftandard.  lie  takes  by  aftauli  the  camp 
of  Quatre  Chemins.  Obtains  the  chief  command  over  the  divifton  of 
Joly.  On  his  arrival  at  Maulevricr ,  he  fuels  La  Roche  Jacquelin ,  who 
is  juft  returned.  He  marches  back  to  lower  Poitou.  Republican  opera¬ 
tions  during  his  abfence.  Charette  endeavours  to  join  Le  Catheliniere,  but 
is  prevented.  Ptecapture  of  Noirmoutier  by  the  Republicans.  Maft'acre 
of  the  garrifon ,  and  death  of  D’Elbee  and  his  friends.  Fury  of  the 
Jacobins  against  the  Poitevins.  Vigorous  operations  commenced  by  the 
republicans.  Plan  of  general  Turreau.  March  of  the  Infernal  co¬ 
lumns.  Horrible  devaftation  of  the  country ,  and  maft'acre  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Charette  ft, ill  keeps  his  ground  infpite  of  the  numerous  armies 
which  purfue  him.  Mode  of  warfare  which  he  adopted.  He  is  alter¬ 
nately  victorious  and  defeated,  He  joins  the  column  of  Sapinaud,  and 

cuts  off  the  garrifon  of  Lege.  He  lojes  the  battle  of  the  bridge  of 

Noyers.  Turreau,  with  a  very  large  force  advances  against  him,  but  is 
unable  to  bring  him  to  action.  La  Catheliniere  lakes  up  arms,  but  is  soon 
made  prifoner  and  put  to  death.  Various  Jkirmifties.  Battle  of  Venen- 

ccau ,  in  which  Haxo  is  entirely  def  eated,,  and  flam.  The  republicans , 

difpirited  by  this  defeat,  abandon  the  territory  of  Charette  and  retire  into 
cantonments .  War  in  upper  Poitou  and  part  of  Anjou.  Struggles  of 
the  Poitevins  after  the  royal  catholic  army  had  inarched  into  Britanny. 
Return  of  fome  of  the  Royalift  leaders ,  after  the  final  defeats  of  Mans 
and  Savenay.  Narrow  efcape  of  La  Roche  Jacquelin.  He  and  the 
other  royalift  chiefs  colled:  the  fcattered  remains  of  the  Poitevin  forces, 
and  commence  a  defultory  war.  The  inhabitants  of  upper  Poitou  are 
driven  to  arms  by  the  barbarity  of  the  Infernal  columns .  La  Roche 
Jacquelin  puts  to  the  fword  the  garrifon  of  Chemille,  and  defeats  the 
republicans  in  three  battles .  He  is  Jlain  by  an  ajjaftmt  Stoftlci  takes 
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the  command  of  the  army  of  Anjou.  He  makes  liimfcff  mafter  of  Cluollct , 
but  is  compelled  to  evacuate  it  by  the  arrival  of  fuccours  to  the  repub¬ 
licans.  The  royalijts  loft  the  battle  of  Montrcvault.  The  republican 
affairs  decline  daily.  They  are  compelled  to  evacuate  Chollet  and  Mon¬ 
tague ,  and  thus  leave  upper  Poitou  in  the  power  of  the  Royalijts.  Two 
new  Commif  io tiers  fent  into  Poitou ,  by  the  Convention ,  to  terminate  the 
tear.  Abfurd  and  ineffectual  meafures  reforted  to  by  them.  Repeated 
victories  gained  by  the  Royalijts.  Republican  plan  of  reducing  the  Royalijts 
by  the  eftablifhment  of  entrenched  camps.  Compact  entered  into  by  the 
various  Roy alifi  chiefs.  Murder  of  Bernard  de  Marigny  and  Joly.  The 
Roy  at  ift  armies  march  together,  but ,  after  being  repul  fed  at  Challans ,  they 
again  fepar ate.  Inactivity  of  the  republicans.  Military  and  civil  regu¬ 
lations  made  by  the  royalijt  chiefs.  Charette  carries  by  form  the  camps 
of  La  Rouliere  and  Freligne.  Clofe  of  the  campaign  -  -  [28 


C  H  A  P.  III. - p.  [51—64-] 

The  Republicans  refolve  to  make  peace  with  the  Royaliffs.  Cavfes  of  their 
rejoluticn.  Diffentions  among  the  Royaliffs  favourable  to  the  dejigns  of  the 
Republicans.  Enmity  of  Charette  towards  Stojffet.  He  complains  of  the 
datter  for  not  attacking  the  republican  pofts.  Iffue  of  paper  money 
by  Stojffet.  Charette  prevails  on  the  chiefs  of  the  army  of  the  centre  to 
join  with  him,  in  a  manifeffo  againff  Stojffet,  on  the  jubjed  of  the  paper 
money.  Spirited  reply  of  Stojffet.  Rage  of  Charette.  The  Republicans 
if  ue  pacific  proclamations.  Theft  are  followed  by  the  publication  of  an 
amnefy  /  and  a  proclamation  flattering  the  Royalists.  Thefe  nutfucceeding, 
the  Republicans  refolve  to  make  overtures  to  the  Royalist  chiefs.  Charette 
agrees  to  an  armiffice .  Stojffet  refufes  to  hear  of  a  treaty.  Animated  pro¬ 
clamation  adclreff'ed  by  him  to  the  Republicans.  Armiffice  agreed  upon  in 
Britanny,  by  Cormatin.  Character  of  perfons  ading  as  agents  for  the 
French  Princes.  Intrigues  of  the  Spaniffi  Government.  Plan  of  bringing 
about  a  Jimulated peace,  between  the  Royalffs  and  Republicans,  framed  by 
the  agents  of  the  Princes.  Charette  and  Cormatin  are  gained  over  to  ad 
according  to  their  plans.  Conferences  for  peace  opened  with  Charette  at 
la  Jaunais.  Cormatin  is  difpatchedfrom  Britanny  to  dijfuade  the  Poitevins 
from  peace,  but  ads  in  dired  oppofition  to  his  infractions.  Charette  wijhes 
Stojffet  not  to  be  admitted  to  the  negotiation.  It  is,  however,  determined 
that  Stojffet fhall  be  invited .  Stojffet  declares  openly  that  he  will  not  con- 
fent  to  treat,  unlefs  the  ref  oration  of  monarchy  be  one  of  the ffipulations . 
DifJ'atisf adion  excited  among  his  troops  by  the  condud  of  Charette.  In¬ 
trigues  of  Charette,  tofeduce  the  officers  of  Stojffet.  Departure  of  Stojffet. 
Charette  ffgns  the  treaty  of  peace.  Terms  of  the  treaty.  Declaration  of 

the  Royalijt  chiefs,  folemnly  recognizing  the  republic.  Triumphal  entry 
of  Charette  into  Nantz.  He  vifits  the  club  at  Nantz.  Joy  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  on  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty.  Vigorous  meafures  adopted  by 
Stojffet.  The  republican  armies  advance  againff  Stojffet.  Battles  of 
Chalonne  and  St.  Florent.  The  Breton  chiefs  declare  their  reflation  to 

break 
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bre&k  off  tke  conferences  if  an  armiflice  is  not  granted  to  St o fief.  Hz 
fends  two  deputies  to  be  prefent  at  the  conferences  in  Britamiy.  Arts  em¬ 
ployed  by  Cormatin  to  effeCt  h's  purpofes.  Conferences  of  la  Prevalaye . 
Violent  debates  in  the  council  which  is  finally  to  decide  upon  peace  or  war . 
Peace  refohed  upon.  Perfidious  conduct  of  Cormatin .  Terms  of  the 
treaty.  Only  a  very  fm all  number  of  the  ch  efs  put  their  names  to  the 
treaty.  St  of  let, finding  himfelf  deferted  by  the  other  royalft  armies ,  con¬ 
cludes  a  treaty  with  the  Republicans.  He  determines  to  remain  faithful 
to  it,  as  long  as  the  Republicans  do  the  fame.  Probable  iffeCts  of  the 
peace  [51 

C  II  A  P.  IV.  -  -  -  p.  [65— 78.] 

The  Count  de  Puifaye  arrives  in  London ,  and  has  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Pitt.  He  draws  up  a  memorial,  containing  a  ftatement  of  the  fit  nation, 
the  jlrength ,  and  the  wants  of  the  Royalifls.  Second  memorial  and  plan 
of  attack.  The  Count  de  Puifaye  difpatches  M.  de  St.  Morys  to  the  Count 
d’ Artois,  and.  receives  full  powers  from  his  royal  highnefs.  Favourable 
conference  with  Mr.  Pitt.  Many  of  the  emigrants  cabal  againft  M.  de 
Puifaye.  Second  miffiun  of  M.  de  St.  Morys  to  the  Count  d' Artois. 
Manufactory  of  affgnats  ejiablifhed  by  M.  de  Puifaye.  He  fends  Count 
Frotte  to  organize  the  royalifts  of  Normandy.  Slownefs  of  the  Britifh 
rnimftry.  Diffat  is faCtion  of  the  Bretons.  The  w  infers  at  length  refolve 

to  fend  a  formidable  fuccour  to  the  Royalifts.  M.  de  Puifaye  is  dejirous 
to  return  with  this favourable  intelligence ,  but  is  withheld  by  the  Minifers. 
He  difpatches  M.  de  Tinteniac  to  Brit  army ,  and  M.  de  la  Roberie  to 
Poitou,  with  the  news.  Death  of  M.  de  la  Roberie.  Earl  of  Moira  ap¬ 
pointed  to  command  the  Britifh  forces.  Flan  of  fcconding  the  expedition 
by  the  army  of  the  Prince  de  Conde.  Corps  of  officers  formed  to  organize 

a  Breton  army.  Intelligence  received  in  England  of  the  peace  with,  the 
republicans  concluded  by  Cormatin.  The.  Britifh  minifers  refolve  not  to 
fend  any  Englijh  troops  to  Britamiy,  till  the  emigrants  have  obtained  a 
footing  in  that  province.  4M.  de  Puifaye  confents  to  try  the  experiment 
of  landing  with  the  emigrants  alone.  Emigrant  regiments  recruitedfrom 
the  prifons.  M.  d’Hervilly  appointed  fecond  in  command.  Intrigues  of 
the  perfons  acting  as  agents  to  the  King  of  France.  rFhey  prevail  upon 
M.  d’ Hervilly  to  fecond  their  plans.  Slejfengers  difpatched  to  the  Bre¬ 
tons  and  Poitevins  by  M.  de  Puifaye.  Fm  fanes  of  the  agents  prevail  on 
Charette  to  remain  inactive.  Proclamation  addreffed  by  M.  de  Puifaye 
to  the  French.  Proceedings  in  Britamiy.  Affembly  of  Royalft  chiefs 
convoked  at  Bazougers.  Folly  of  Cormatin.  Cormatin  and  M.  M.  Tarry, 
Solihac  and  Dujour,  are  arrejled  ly  the  Republicans.  Mafacre  of  the 
Chevalier  de  Bof hardy  and  the  Count  de  Silz.  The  expedition  fails  from 
England.  M.  dy  Hervilly  ref vfes  to  acknowledge  the  authority  if' the 
Count  de  Puifaye  over  the  emigrant  regiments.  I  he  fleet  anchors  in 
Quiberun  Bay.  Royalifl  officers  come  on  board ,  and Jlate  that  the  difem - 
barkationmay  be Jafely  effected.  Reffancc  of  M  d’ Hervilly.  Dijembark- 
ation  effected.  Joy  of  the  Bretons.  Ahfutd  conduct  of  M.  d’ Hervilly, 
%nd  fame  of  the  emigrants  -  «  [65 
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CIJAP.  V.  -  -  -  p.  [79—95.] 

Terrors  of  the  Republicans  in  Britanny ,  and  of  the  French  Government. 
The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  di/patch  Tallien  and  Blad ,  to  take  mea- 
J'lire.s  of  defence.  Advance  of  the  emigrants  and  Chouans.  General 
infurreFtion  of  the  Bretons  prevented  by  the  alls  of  the  intriguing  agents, 
loolifh  'wants  of  fame  of  the  emigrants.  Hoche Jtrains  every  nerve  to  col¬ 
lect  a  fufficient  force  to  meet  the  Royalifls.  31.  d’Hcrvilly  ncglcdls  to 
Jupport  the  Chouans  with  regular  troops  and  artillery.  Fort  Penthievre 
and  the  peninfula  of  Quiberon  reduced.  Hoche ,  while  31.  de  Puifaye  is 
reducing  Quiberon ,  attacks  the  Chouans  ;  who  are  compelled  to  fallback. 
Flan  of  the  Count  de  Puifaye  to  recover  the  ground.  It  is  fruflrated  by 
31.  d’  Herr  illy .  The  Chouans  retire  into  the  Peninfula.  Iloche  encamps 
on  the  he>ghts  of  St.  Barbe.  The  Royalifls  fail  in  an  attempt  to  furprife 
his  camp.  The  Count  de  Puifaye  f  orms  the  projell  of  di/lodging  Hoche , 
by  attacking  his  camp  at  once  in  front  and  rear.  Two  divijions  of 
Chouans  under  31.  31.  Tinteniac  and  Jean  Jean  landed  to  join  the  Royal- 
ijls  of  the  interior  and  attack  the  rear  of  Hoche.  Count  Sombreuil  arrives 
from  England  with  a  reinforcement.,  and  brings  letters  from  the  Britifh 
minijler,  which  remove  all  doubt  of  the  supreme  command  being  entnifled 
to  the  Count  de  Puifaye.  The  troops  march  from  the  Peninfula  to  attack 
Hoi  he  iu  front.  They  are  repulfed  with  fevere  lofs.  M.  d’  H ervilly  mor¬ 
tally  wounded.  Caufes  of  the  failure  of  1\I.  de  Puifaye’ s  plan.  Operations 
of  31.  Tinteniac.  His  repeated  fucceffes.  He  is  killed.  31.  Jean  Jean’s 
divifion  difbands.  31.  de  Puifaye  Jlill  hopes  to  penetrate  into  the  interior . 
Succours  from  England  kept  back  by  contrary  winds.  Defertions  begin 
to  take  place.  Two  dej  enters  engage  to  introduce  a  body  of  Hoche’ s 
troops  into  the  fort.  Iloche  is  prevailed  upon  by  Tallien  to  make  the  at¬ 
tempt.  The  Republicans  are  admitted  into  fort  Penthievre  by  some  traitors 
in  garrifun.  The  lofs  of  the  fort  nut  known  for  fome  time  by  the  Count  de 
Puifaye.  He  is  compelled  to  take  meafures  to  re-imbark  the  troops. 
Count  de  Sombreuil  prefjes  him  to  go  in  perfon  to  bring  aid  from  the 
Britifh  fquadron.  He  reluctantly  confents,  and  leaves  Count  de  Sombreuil 
to  cover  the  retreat.  The  Britifh  veffels  fave  great  numbers  of  the  troops . 
The  Count  de  Sombreuil  capitulates.  Sir  John  Warren  fends  on  fiore 
to  claim  the  pr  if  oners,  but  the  Republicans  deny  that  any  capitulation  has 
been  granted.  31.  de  Puifaye  forms  a  plan  for  the  recovery  of  the  Pen¬ 
infula.  The  difeouragement  of  the  troops  prevents  him  from  executing  it. 
The  pr  if  oners  marched  to  Auray  and  V mines  by  the  Republicans.  Infa¬ 
mous  conduit  of  Tallien .  Heroic  behaviour  and  death  of  the  Count  de 
Sombreuil.  3IaJJiicre  of  all  the  emigrant  prifoners  -  -  [79 
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I  Far  in  Poitou.  Charette  alls  in  clofe  union  with  the  agents  of  the  French 
Princes.  Flattering  letter  to  him  from  the  Regent.  His  anfwer.  DiJ’a - 
greements  between  the  Republicans  and  the  Royalifls.  Hoflih  alls  of  the 

Republicans . 
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Republicans.  Charctte  refohes  to  recommence  the  war,  and  accordingly 
afemhles  his  forces.  Republican  detachment  made  prifoners.  Manifcjio 
declaring  war,  publijhed  by  Charette .  A  violent  manifcjio  appears  in  the 
name  of  Stoffict.  Republicans  defeated  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign. 
Subjequeut  inaction  of  Charctte.'  Impolicy  of  his  conduct.  He  puts  the 
republican  prifoners  to  death ,  in  retaliation  for  the  murder  of  the 
emigrants  taken  at  Quiberon.  The  Count  de  Puifaye  induces  Sir  John 
Warren  to  fend  a  confidtr able  f apply  of  money,  arms  and  ammunition,  to 
Charctte ,  whom  it  reaches  infafety.  Charctte  receives  another  letter  from 
Lewis  the  eighteenth.  Manifcjio  of  Lewis  the  eighteenth.  Another  ar¬ 
mament  for  the  fuccour  of  the  Royal  ft  s  is  got  ready  in  the  Britifh  ports. 
The  agents  of  the  Bourbons  prevail  on  the  Britifh  minfers  to  Jend  it  to 
Poitou.  Plan  of  operations.  The  expedition  arrives  on  the  French 
coajl.  Noirmoutier  refufes  to  fur  render.  The  troops  landed  on  fe  Dieu. 
Council  of  war,  which  refolves  to  delay  the  dif embarkation.  Confer  nation 
of  Charette.  The  Royalif  s  attack  St.  Cyr ,  and  are  defeated.  Death  of 
Guerin.  Hoche  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  republican  army  in 
Poitou.  Wife  plan  on  which  he  refohes  to  ah.  He  if  ties  an  addrefs  to 
his  army,  fricily  forbidding  pillage.  Conciliatory  proclamation ,  addrejfed 
by  him  to  the  Poitevins.  He  puts  his  army  in  motion  to  prevent  Charette 
from  joining  the  Britifh  Juccours.  The  royalif  army  of  the  center 
commences  hnfilities.  The  Britifh  expedition  quits  the  corf  of  France. 
Shameful  conduct  of  the  French  agents  towards  the  Count  d’  Artois. 
SuccefsJ’ul  movements  of  Hoche.  The  Poitevins  begin  to  furrender 
their  arms.  Departure  of  Hoche  to  Paris  to  obtain  more  extenfive  powers. 
Party  in  favor  of  peace  formed  among  the  Royalif  chiefs.  Heroism  and 
death  of  Prudent  La  Roberie.  Capture  and  death  of  fever  al  Royalif 
chiefs.  Defeat  of  the  Republicans  at  Quatre  Chemins  arid  the  cafle  of 
I’Oie.  The  affairs  of  Charette  begin  rapidly  to  decline.  The  peace  party 
grows  fronger.  Hoche  returns  from  Paris  with  unlimited  powers. 
Charette  utterly  routed  while  on  his  march  with  a  convoy  of  powder  for 
Stoffct.  The  Piepublicans  compel  Stoffet  to  recommence  hoftiUties.  For¬ 
midable  army  fent  againjt  him  by  Hoche .  He  is  made  prijoner  and  put 
to  death.  The  chevalier  D’  Antic hamp Succeeds  him.  Great  numbers  of 
the  Poitevins  lay  down  their  arms.  Cabal  againfi  Hoche,  formed  by  fomc 
of'  the  Republicans.  Laf  and  ineffectual fruggles  of  Charette .  He  is, 
at  length ,  taken  prifoner.  His  heroijm ,  death,  and  character.  Termi¬ 
nation  of  the  war  in  Poitou.  Attempt  to  excite  an  injur reClion  in  the 
center  of  France.  It  is  rendered  abortive  by  the  want  of  policy  in  the 
leaders  -  --  --  --  --  -  [gg 


CHAP.  vir.  —  p.  [1x7—133] 

Military  Hfory.  Refolution  of  the  Directory  to  make  a  vigorous  campaign 
againf  the  allies.  Means  employed  to  frengthen  the  armies.  Plan  of  cam¬ 
paign  formed  by  Carnot.  Intention  to  unite  the  republican  armies  of  Italy 
and  Germany  under  the  walls  of  Vienna .  Changes  ?mde  in  the  generals 
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if  the  Trench  and  Aujtrian  armies.  Mortal  entrusted  with  the  republican 
army  on  the  TJpper  Rhine.  General  Clairjayt.  replaced  by  the  Archduke 
Charles.  General  Buonaparte  placed  over  the  French  ',  and  Beaulieu 
over  the  Aujtrian  army  in  Italy.  Artful  means  employed  by  the  Directory 
to  induce  a  beliej  that  their  army  of  Italy  was  in  a  weak  J'tate.  l'irjl 
movements  of  Buonaparte.  Beaulieu' attacks  Cervohiand  drives  him  from 
Vollri.  One  of  his  divifons  hkewfeait  tacks  the  French  center ,  but  is  flopped 
by  the  redoubt  of  Montenotte.  Auflrians  defeated  at  the  battle  of  Mont e- 
notte.  Buonaparte  advance^ .  lieutenant -General  Provera  is  surrounded , 
but  defends  himfelf  gallantly  in  the  cajlle  of  Cofaria.9  Battle  of  Dcgo, 
in  which  the  Auflrians  are  defeated.  Second  battle  of  Dcgo,  'in  which 
they  are  again  worjled.  Buonaparte,  turns  his  force,  againjl  the  Piedmon- 
tefe  army,  which  he  drives  beyond  the  Stiira.  Surrender  of  Cher  a fco. 
The  King  of  Sardinia  concludes  an  armijlice,  which  is  followed  by  a  peace . 
lerms  of  the  treaty .  Beaulieu  is  foiled  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  pofj'ejjion  of 
Alexandria,  Tortma,and  Valenza.  He  retires  behind  the  Ticino.  Buo¬ 
naparte,  by  a  rapid  march,  pajfes  the  Po  at  Piacenza.  Actions  at  Fom- 
bio  and  Codogno.  The  Duke  of  Parma  concludes  a  treaty  with  the  Re¬ 
publicans.  Commencement  of  the  fyjlem  of  depriving  Italy  of  the  works  of 
art.  Battle  of  Lodi.  Horrible  lofs  Jvjiaincd  by  the  French.  The 
Aujtrian  army  retreats  behind  the  Mincio.  The  Republicans  become  maf- 
ters  of  all  the  Milanefe.  Duke  of  Modena  treats  with  the  Republicans. 
Buonaparte  makes  a  confiderable  flay  at  Milan.  A  general  rnfu erection 
breaks  out  in  the  Milanefe.  It  is  quelled,  and  the  revolters  are  feverely 
punifhed.  Buonaparte  pafles  the  Mincio,  and  Beaulieu  retires  into  the 
Tyrol.  Confluences  of  /Buonaparte’s  lofs  of  time  after  the  battle  of  Lodi. 
Mantua  inveflcd.  Buonaparte  prepares  to  march  to  the  South  of  Italy. 
Armijlice  concluded  by  the  King  of  Naples.  Buonaparte  takes  Bologna , 
Fort  Urbina,  and  the  citadel  of  Ferrara.  The  Pope  obtains  an  armijlice 
on  very  disadvantageous ‘terms.  A  divifion  of  the  republican  army  enters 
Tufcany,  and  takes  pojjejfion  of  Leghorn.  The  citadel  of  Milan  fur- 
renders.  Frcjh  dijlurbanc.es  break  out  among  the  Italians.  Infurrecliun 
in  the  Imperial  Fiefs.  It  is  JuppreJJed.  An  inj'it erection  breaks  out  in 
Romagna,  which  alfo  is  fupprejfed.  Buonaparte  prepares  to  bejiege  Man¬ 
tua.  Defcription  of  that  fortrefs.  The  fiegc  commenced.  Gallant  de¬ 
fence  made  by  the  governor  Count  Canto  d’ Trias  -  -  -  [117 

CHAP.  VIII.  -  -  -  p.  [,34—149,] 

Exertions  made  by  the  AvJlrian  government  to  reinforce  the  army  in  Italy. 
The  command  of  that  army  is  conf  erred  on  marjhal  Wur infer.  Plan  of 
operations.  He  commences  his  operations  againjl  the  Republicans.  Firft 
fuccejjes  of  the  various  Aujtrian  divifion  s.  General  Buonaparte  determines 
to  bear  down  with  the  whole  of  his  f  orce  Upon  the  army  advancing  againjl 
him  on  the  fide  of  BreJ'cia,  and  commanded  by  General  Quofdanowich.  He 
is  compelled  to  raife  the  fie ge  of  Mantua,  in  order  to  put  this  plan  into 
execution.-  Quofdanowich  is  entirely  routed,  after  Jeveral  fanguinary 
encounters.  ProgreJ's  of  marjhal  IVurmfcr .  Having  freed  himfelf  from 
Vol.- XXXViil,  R  Quofdanowich , 
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Quofdanowick ,  general  Buonaparte  returns  rapidly  to  flop  the  prog  refs,  of 
Wurmfer.  Indecifive  battle  of  Cajliglione.  Second  battle ,  in  which 
Wurmfer  is  defeated,  with  great  lofs.  Buonaparte  compels  him  to  aban¬ 
don  the  line  of  the  Mincio ,  and  retreat  into  the  Tyrol .  Lofs  of  the  Im- 
perialifts  and  French  in  tliefe  various  actions.  Hatred  Jhewn  to  the 
Republicans  by  the  Italians ,  while  they  entertained  hopes  of  Wurmfer  s 
fuccefs.  The  blockade  of  Mantua  refumed  by  Buonaparte .  Several  pofs 
taken  from  the  Aufirians.  Pnfentation  of  the  captured  Auftrian  ft  and - 
ards  to  the  Directory.  The  two  hofile  armies  receive  large  reinforce - 
malts.  The  Directory  hope  to  realize  their  plan  of  attacking  Vienna 
with  their  three  armies ,  and  they ,  in  confequence ,  give  orders  to  Buona - 
pas  te  to  penetrate  through  the  Tyrol  into  Bavaria.  Shameful  proclamation , 
addreffed  to  the  people  of  the  Ty  rol  by  Buonaparte.  Flan  of  Wurmfer  to 
fruflrate  the  dejigns  of  his  antagonifi.  Defcription  of  the  Auftrian  por¬ 
tions  in  the  Tyrolefe.  Fir  ft  movements  of  the  Republican*  army.  The 
Aufirians  arc  driven  from  their  advanced  pofs.  The  French  enter  Trent 7 
after  having  defeated  the  Aufirians  with  great  lofs.  Buonaparte  marches 
againft  Wurmfer.  Battle  of  Bafi'ano.  Wurmfer  throws  himfelf  into 
Mantua ,  with  the  remnant  of  his  army.  Two  battles  of  St.  George ,  in 
the  lafi  of  which  the  French  are  victorious.  Various  fatties  made  by 
Wurmfer  from  Mantua.  Diplomatic  proceedings  in  Italy.  Treaties 
concluded  by  the  Directory  with  the  King  of  Naples  and  the  Duke  of 
Parma.  Plan  of  Carnot  to  enlarge  the  territories  of  the  Duke.  The 
Duke  of  Modena  deprived  of  his  dominions.  Commencement  of  the  deftgn 
of  tfiablifhing  a  republic  in  Italy.  Negotiation  with  the  Pope.  Hatred 
and  infolent  conduli  of  the  Direliory.  They  propofie  terms  which  it  is 
impoftible  for  him  to  accept.  P reparations  made  by  the  Pope  for  the 
defence  of  his  dominions  -  -  -  -  -  -  “  C1 34 
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Great  exertions  made  by  the  Emperor  to  fuccour  Mantua.  His  army  is 
raffed  to  fifty  thoufand  men,  the  command  of  which  is  given  to  General 
Alvinzi,  icho  has  under  him  General  Davidovich.  Situation  of  the 
Republicans .  Plan  of  attack  formed  by  the  Aufirians.  General  Davi¬ 
dovich  drives  the  French  General  Vauftois  from  Trent  to  Rover edo.  Ad¬ 
vance  of  Alvinzi.  Buonaparte  collects  his  forces  and  attacks  Alvinzi. 
Sanguinary,  but  indecifive  battle.  Davidovich  carries  the  defile  of  Calia- 
no,  and  forces  Vaubois  to  retire  to  Rivoli.  Buonaparte  concentrates  his 
army  and' withdraws  behind  the  Adige.  He  threatens  to  burn  Vicenza , 
becaufe  the  children  of  the  towns-people  had  infultcd  him.  Alvinzi  fol¬ 
lows  him  clofely  on  his  retreat.  He  attacks  the  Aufirians,  but,  after  a 
hard  contest ,  is  repulsed.  He  forms  apian  for  turning  the  left  of  the 
Aufirians,  and  carrying  oft  their  artillery  and  baggage.  He  is  d  if  ap¬ 
pointed,  by  Alvinzi  having  fiat ioned  troops  in  the  village  of  A r cole. 
Strength  of  the  village.  Buonaparte  determines  to  carry  Arcolc  by  an 
mjjdult  o?i  its  front.  lie  is  repulfed,  with  terrible  Jiaughter,  af  ter  re¬ 
peated 
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peated  attach.  The  contef  unfuccefsfvlly  renewed  on  the  fecond  day. 
The  Aufrian  s  attack  the  French  on.  the  third  day,  but  are  defeated  ajter 
a  hard  fought  battle.  Succef'es  of  General  Davidovich.  Buonaparte, 
marches  againf  him ,  and  compels  him  to  retire.  Errors  of  the  Aujlrian 
gene/als.  Sallies  made  from  Mantua  by  1\1  a rfi a l  Wurmfcr.  Inaction 
of  the  hojlile  armies  during  November  and  December.  New  contributions 
required  from  the  Italian  States.  Dijfention  between  Buonaparte  and 
his  generals.  Buonaparte  receives  reinforcements.  Exertions  made  by 
the  Imperial  government  to  recruit  the  army  in  Italy.  Movements  of 
Alvin z/i.  Seizure  of  the  Citadel  of  Bergamo  by  Buonaparte .  Alvinzi 
piepaies  to  attack  the  Republicans.  March  of  General  Frovera  on  the 
Lower  Adige.  Alvinzi  drives  the  French  from  la  Corona.  Battle  of 
Rivoli.  The  Auftrians  are  defeated,  after  having  nearly  obtained  the 
victory.  , Buonaparte  hurries  to  Mantua  to  Jlop  the  progrefs  of  Frovera. 
Joubert  defeats  the  Aujlrians  on  the  Upper  Adige.  Battle  under  the  walls 
of  Mantua.  Frovera  compelled  to  lay.  down  his  arms.  The  Aufrians 
are  compelled  to  fallback  in  all  quarters.  Surrender  of  Mantua.  Honour¬ 
able  terms  of  capitulation  granted  to  Marfhal  Wurmfer.  Clofe  of  the 
campaign  in  Italy.  Refections.  -  -  -  _  _  *r,  -  0 
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'anipaign  in  Germany.  Strength,  plans,  and  pofitions  of  the  Aufrian  and 
French  armies.  The  Auftrians  put  an  end  to  the  armifiee.  The  French 
commence  hofilities  on  the  Lower  Rhine.  The  Prince  of  Wirt  emh  erg 
driven  from  the  Sieg  by  general  Kleber.  He  is  again  defeated  at  Alien - 
kirchen.  The  Prince  of  Wirt emberg  retires  beyond  the  Lahn.  General 
Jourdan  crofes  the  Rhine  at  Neuwied.  The  Archduke  Charles  quits  his 
pofition  in  the  Hundfruck,  and  marches  to  meet  the  French  on  the  Lahn. 
Pofition  of  the  left  wing  of  the  French ,  under  Lefebre ,  on  the  Lahn  and 
Dille.  An  obfinate  battle  is  fought  in  which  the  French  are  defeated. 
Jourdan  raifes  the  blockade  of  Ehrenbreitfein,  and  recrofes  the  Rhine. 
General  Kleber  retires  with  the  lef  t  wing,  toward  Dufeldorf.  General 
Kt;ay,  with  a  far  inf  erior  force,  defeats  him.  Kleber  reaches  the  lines  of 
Dufeldorf.  Operations  on  the  Upper  Rhine.  The  Aufrian  army  in 
that  quarter  weakened  by  detachments  to  Italy.  The  Aufrian  general 
withdraws  into  an  entrenched  camp  before  Manheim.  Attacks  upon  the 
entrenched  camp.  The  French,  under  General  Moreau,  ef'ect  the  paf- 
,fage  of  the  Rhine  oppofite  Strafurgh,  and,  through  the  cowardice  of  the 
Swabian  troops ,  carry  the  redoubts  of  Kehl,  and  eftabbjh  themf  'elvcs 
firmly .  Cowardice  or  treafon  of  General  Stein,  the  Swabian  commander . 
The  French  drive  the  Swabians  from  the  camp  of  Wilfet.  They  make 
themfelves  mafers  aljb  of  the  camp  of  Bihel.  General  Latour  defeated 
on  the  Renchen.  The  French  army  divided ‘  into  two  feparate  bodies. 
Plan  of  the  French.  Moreau  carries  the  important  pojls  of  the  Knicbis 
and  of  Freudenfadt.  The  Archduke  Charles  hafens  from  the  Lower  Rhinet 
having  General  Wartenflcben  with  thirty  thoufand  men ?  to  oppofe  the 
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tneMy.  Jourdan  again  advances  on  the  Lower  Rhine .  General  War- 
tenjleben  obliged  to  retire  over  the  Lahn.  Several  adlions.  General 
Wartenjleben  retires  to  Frankfort.  Saves  Jus  magazines  at  that  place, 
the  French  enter  Frankfort.  Surrender  of  Konigftein.  Proceedings  on 
the  Upper  Rhine .  General  Labour  defeated  on  the  Murg.  The  Arch¬ 
duke  Charles  af  times  the  -command.  Intends  to  attack  Moreau ,  who , 
however,  anticipates  him.  Second  battle  on  the  Murg.  The  Aujlrians, 
'  though  they  repel  the  enemy  on  their  centre  and  right ,  are  forced  on  their 
left ,  and  confequently  compelled.  to  retire.  The  Archduke  quits  the 
Rhine ,  after  throwing  frong  garrifons  into  Manheim  and  PhilipJburgh , 
and  retreats  to  Pfortzheim.  Continuation  of  his  retreat.  French  re- 
pulfed  at  Canfladt ,  and  at  EJtingen .  The  Archduke  continues  his  retreat 
through  the  Swabian  Alps.  Progrefs  of  the  republican  force  under 
General  Ferino.  Jourdan  prejjes  onward ,  and  W artenjlebenjlowly  retires 
before  him  to  Amber g.  The  Duke  of  Wirt  ember g ,  the  Margrave  of 
Baden,  and  the  circles  of  Swabia  and  Franconia  enter  into  treaties  with 
the  republicans.  The  Elector  of  Saxony  retires  from  the  coalition. 
The  Archduke  Charles  retreats  to  Nordlingen.  ,  Ferino  continues  to  ad - 
vancc  on  the  right  of  the  Danube.  Gallant  conduit  of  the  emigrants  at 
Kamlach.  Plan  formed  by  the  Archduke  Charles.  Battle  of  Nerefieim. 
Change  in  the  Archduke's  plan.  Conduit  of  the  French  in  Germany  [167 
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March  of  the  Archduke  Charles  againjl  General  Jourdan.  He  leaves  Ge¬ 
neral  Latour,  with  a  part  of  his  army,  to  defends  Bavaria.  General 
Wartenjleben  compelled  to  retreat  to  the  Nash.  Movements  of  the  Arch¬ 
duke.  Defeat  of  General  Bernadottc.  The  Archduke  forms  a  plan  of  at¬ 
tack  upon  Jourdan’s  army.  Jourdan  precipitately  retires.  He  is  defeat¬ 
ed  at  Amber g.  The  Archduke  makes  himfelf  majler  of  Wurtzburgh ,  be¬ 
fore  Jourdan  can  arrive.  Battle  of  Wurtzburgh.  The  French  are  entire¬ 
ly  defeated.  The  citadel  of  Wurtzburgh  capitulates.  Count  Meerfeldt  de¬ 
tached  to  form  a  corps  on  the  enemy’s  rear.  Jourdan  defigns  to  pojl  him - 
felf  at  Bergen .  The  Auftrians  defeat  a  republican  corps  at  Af chaff enburgh , 
and  prevent  him .  He  continues  his  retreat,  in  the  utmojl  diforder,  to  'the 
Lahn.  Hatred  of  the  peafants  againfi  his  army  v  He  quits  the  Lahn,  and 
retreats  to  the  Sieg »  His  rear-guard  is  defeated,  and  General  Marceau 
mortally  wounded  and  made  prifoncr.  Conclufion  of  Jourdan  s  retreat. 
The  Archduke  marches  towards  the  Upper  Rhine.  Operations  of  Mo¬ 
reau  and  Latour  in  Bavaria.  General  Latour  is  defeated  at  FrieJbcrgf 
and  compelled  to  retire  behind  the  Ifer.  Cejfation  of  hojlilities  between  the 
French  and  the  EleU or  of  Bavaria.  Critical  Jituation  of  Moreau.  He  is 
attacked  by  the  Auf  nans,  but  repulfes  them.  He  is  def  eated  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  force  the  pajjage  of  the  Ifer.  Alarmed  at  his  filiation,  Moreau 
refolves  to  fall  back.  He  fends,  but  in  vain ,  a  corps  over  the  Danube  to 
harafs  the  rear  of  the  Archduke.  Commencement  of  his  ' retreat.  Opera¬ 
tions  of  an  gdujlrmr\  corps ,  under  General  Peirarfch,  in  Swabia.  Ge- 
4  neral 
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neral  Pctrarfch  defeats  the  French  in  feveral  engagements ,  and  advances 
to  Ke/il.  He  carries  Kekl ,  by  ajj'ault ,  but  unfortunately  isfoon  dijlodged 
from  it  by  the  Republicans.  He  marches  to  the  Neckar ,  to  hang  on  the 
flank  of  Moreau  -  -  -  -  -  .  _  _  fi87 
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Continuation  of  Moreau  s  retreat.  Ile  'is  foiled  in  his  plan  to  retreat  through 
the  Duchy  of  Wirtemhergh.  IDs  army  is  harqfed  by  the  armed  peafan- 
try.  He  refolves  to  attack  General  Latour ,  to  check  the  purfuit  of  the 
Aufrians.  Battle  of  Fiber ach.  Gallantry  of  the  Prince  of  Conde. 
Latour  is  defeated.  Moreau  continues  his  retreat,  forces  the  paffes  of  the 
Talley  of  '  Hell,  and  arrives  fafely  at  Friburgh.  Arrival  of  the  Arch¬ 
duke.  Moreau  refolves  to  encounter  him.  The  Archduke  attacks  him , 
defeats  him ,  and  drives  him  over  the  Eltz.  Moreau  retires  to  thepojition 
of  Schliengen.  The  pofition  defcribed.  The  French  are  defeated  in  the 
battle  of  Schliengen.  They  finally  retreat  over  the  Rhine.  Operations 
on  the  Lower  Rhine.  After  fiome  trivial  actions,  an  armifiice  is  concluded 
in  that  quarter.  Siege  oj  Kehl.  Defcription  of  the  fort  and  entrenched 
camp  of  Kehl.  Defperate  /ally  made  by  the  befiegcd.  Difficulty  of  the 
fiege.  Various  afidults.  The  fort ,  at  length,  fur-renders.  Siege  and 
fur  render  of  the  bridge  head  of  Huningen.  Conclufion  -  -  [200 
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Britifh  Domefiic  Hifiory .  Continued  hatred  manifefied  againfi  the  Britijh 
Government  by  the  Republican  riders.  Defire  of  peace  felt  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  the  greatef  part  of  the  Cabinet.  Oppofite  opinion  of  Mr.  Windham. 
Opening  of  the  Seffion  of  Parliament .  The  Speech  from  the  Throne  dis¬ 
plays  a  leaning  towards  peace.  Violent  attack  made  upon  it  by  Mr. 
Sheridan.  Mr.  Fox  moves  an  amendment  to  the  Addrefs,  calling  for  an 
immediate  negotiation  with  the  enemy.  He  cenfures  the  conduit  of  the 
Minifiers  with  great  feverity.  The  Addrefs  is  defended  by  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  avows  his  belief  that  the  new  French  conjlitution  may  be  able  to  give 
fecurity  for  the  permanency  of  a  peace.  The  amendment  is  negatived. 
Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Amendment  moved  by  the  Duke  of 
Bedford ,  but  withdrawn.  Meffage  from  his  Majefiy ,  declaring  his 
'  willingnefs  to  treat  with  the  French  republic.  Amendment  to  the  Addrefs, 
moved  by  Mr.  Sheridan.  It  is  negatived  after  an  animated  debate. 
Minifiers ,  in  both  Houfes ,  explicitly  declare  their  wifh  for  peace ,  if  it  can 
be  obtained  upon  honourable  terms.  F,arl  Fitzwilliam  exprefes  his  decided 
difapprobatwn  of  the  fentiments  of  the  mef  'age.  Violent  and  infulting 

language  ufed  towards  this  country  by  the  Trench  Directory.  The  Britifh 
Minifiers  perfevere  in  hoping  that  a  peace  may  be  obtained.  They  fignify 
to  the  Royalifi  chiefs  that  a  negotiation  will  probably  be  opened  with  the 
Republicans,  Mr,  Grey  brings  forwcu'd  a  motion  to  compel  them  to 

H  3  negotiate 
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negotiate  immediately .  It  is  negatived  by  a  large  majority.  Attempt 
made  to  open  a  negotiation.  Ffotefrom  Mr.  Wickham  to  M.  Barthelemi. 
Haughty  reply  of  the  French  Directory.  The  failure  of  the  attempt  is 
made  known  by  the  Britijh  Minifter,  in  a  note  addreffed  to  the  ambajfadors 
from  foreign  courts  ------  [218 
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The  Oppofition  are  di/Jatisfled  with  the  conduit  of  the  Minifters  in  the  late 
attempt  to  open  a  negociation.  Mr.  Fox  brings  forward  a  voluminous 
motion  for  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefy,  calling  for  a  change  in  the  external 
politics  of  the  country.  Severe  language,  of  the  addrefs ,  Speech  of  Mr. 
Fox.  Heinffs  upon  the  infincerity  of  Minifters.  Reply  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  Be  defends  the  Cabinet  in  a  j'aiisf actor y  manner. 
The  motion  is  rejected  by  a  very  large  majority.  A  flmilar  motion  is 
brought  forward ,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  the  Earl  of  Guildford.  It 
is  rejected  by  a  fill  m.ore  decifve  majority.  Violent  proclamation  of  the 
French  Directory ,  abufing  the  Britijh  Government  and  the  Emperor . 
The  Minifters  make  an  attempt  to  obtain  the  mediation  of  the  King  of 
Pruffia  ;  but  are  unfuccefsful.  They  make  an  attempt  to  obtain  pa 7/ ports 
for  an  ambajjador  through  the  medium  of  the  Danifh  charge  d’affaires  at 
Paris.  Haughty  reply  of  the  Directory.  The  Mimjiers  make  a  dir  eld 
application.  Ihe  paffports  are  granted.  0 [fen five  notes  publifhed  by  the 
Directory ,  with  refpect  to  the  wijh  of  the  Britijh  Cabinet  to  open  a  nego - 
elation.  They  avow  that  a  peace  would  be  fatal  to  England.  Lord 
Malmefbury  arrives  at  Paris ,  as  the  Britijh  plenipotentiary .  The  Direc¬ 

tory  appoint  M.  Delacroix  to  negociate  on  their  part.  U npromijing  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  negotiation  Lord  Malmefbury  propofes  to  admit  the 
principle  of  comperfation ,  as  the  bafis  of  the  treaty .  R.eply  of  the  Di¬ 
rectory.  Sufpenjion  of  the  negociation .  It  again  proceeds.  Infolent 
conduit  of  the  Directory.  Lord  Malmefbury  prefents  two  confidential 
memorials  to  M.  Delacroix ,  containing  proportions  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain.  Be  has  a  conference  with  M-f  Delacroix.  The  Directory 
order  him  to  quit  Paris  in  forty-eight  hours.  He  departs  for  England . 
Paper  publifhed  in  vindication  oj‘  the  Directory.  Declaration  of  the 
Britijh  court ,  with  r  effect  to  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation  -  [231 
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State  of  the  Public  Mind.  Various  claffes  of  difeontented  perfons.  Difcon- 
tent  increafed  by  fever  c-  fear  city .  Riots  in  confequence  of  the  fear  city,  and 
of  abufes  in  the  mode  of  enliflingfor  the  army.  Activity  of  the  London 
Gorrefponding  Society.  It  calls  a  meeting  of  the  populace  in  St.  Georges 
Fields.  Addrefs  to  the  Nation  and  the  King  voted  by  the  multitude'. 
Fight  refolutions pajfed.  Inflammatory  language  employ edin  the  Addrejfes. 
The  Refolutions  contain  an  implied  cenjure  of  both  II ovfes  of  Parliament. 

The 


.  '  CONTENTS:  1796. 

The  Society  calls  afecond  meeting ,  which  is  held  in  afield  near  Copen¬ 
hagen  Houle.  Treafonable  pamphlets  fold  at  the  meeting.  The  multit  ude 
•cote  an  Address  to  the  Nation,  a  Remonftrancc  to  the  King ,  and  fifteen 
Refutations.  The  fame  inflammatory  language  is  vfed,  as  on-  the  former  oc- 
cqfion.  Opening  of  Parliament.  The  King  is  infilled,  and  fired  at ,  on 
his  way  to  the  Houfe.  lie  is  expofed  to  great  danger  on  his  return 
from  St,  James's  to  Buckingham  Houfe.  Add  refs  to  his  Majejly , 
voted  by  both  Hoiifes.  Two  Proclamations  iJJ'ued  by  Government ;  the 
one  offering  a  reward  for  the  apprehenfion  of  tkofe  who  committed  the 
outrages  againjl  his  Majejly ;  and  the  other  connecting  thofe  outrages  with 
the  previous  proceedings  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society.  The  Mi - 
nifties  refolve  to  bring  forward  repreffive  meafures.  Two  Bills  are  framed, 
the  one  for  the  protection  of  His  Majejly  s  perf on,  and  the  other  for  pre¬ 
venting  feditious  meetings.  Principal  c/aufcs  of  the  firfi  bill.  The  bill 
is  introduced  into  the  Iloufe- of  Peers ,  by  laird  Grenville.  It  is  Jeverely 
attached  by  Lord  Lauderdale ,  the  Duke  of  Bedford ,  and  others,  as  de- 
JiruCiive  of  Britijh  liberty.  Speech  of  Lord  Grenville,  on  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill.  The  bill  is  again  fir enuoufiy  oppofed  by  Lord  Lau¬ 
derdale,  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  It  is  defended  by  the  Earl  of  Mans¬ 
field.  Speeches  of  various  Peers  on  the  doCirine  of  refifiance.  The  fecond 
reading  is  carried.  Warm  debate  on  the  bill  in  the  Committee.  Various 
amendments  propofed.  Lord  Thurlow  exprefies  his  dif approbation  of  fame 
of  the  claufes.  Reply  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Offence  given  by  the 
language  of  the  Bi/hop  of  Rochefier.  Brief  debate  on  the  report  of  the  bill. 
Spirited  debate  on  the  third  reading.  'The  bill  is  vehemently  oppofed  by 
the  oppofition  Lords ,  but  is  finally  pafied  through  the  Upper  Houfe  [247 
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Subfiance  of  the  Bill  for  preventing  Seditious  Meetings  and  Affemblies.  Mr. 
Pitt  moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill.  He  is  vigoroufy  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  others.  Leave  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 
Motion  agreed  to  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  Strong  oppofition  to  the  firfi 
reading  of  the  bill.  Lord  William  Ruffel  moves  an  adjournment.  The 
adjournment  is  negatived,  and  the  bill  read  a  firfi  time.  Bill  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  King's  perfon  brought  down  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The 
firfi  reading  oppojed  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  moves  for  a  Committee  to 
enquire  into  the  exijtence  and  extent  of  the  danger  of  Seditious  Meetings. 
Warm  debate  on  the  occafion.  His  motion  is  negatived ,  and  the  bill  read : 
Proceedings ,  in  the  meantime,  out  of  Parliament .  Circular  letter  and  ad - 
drefsof  the  Correfponding  Society.  Extraordinary  meeting  oj  the  Whig 
Club.  Meeting  of  the  Correfponding  Society  Addrefs  to  the  King,  and 
Petitions  to  the  two  Houfes,  voted  by  the  perfons  affembled .  Numerous 
meetings  and  petitions  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom  :  Petition  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society  prejented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by 
Mr.  Sturt.  Prujecutwn  of  Mr.  Reeves.  Second  reading  oj  the  Bill 
to  prevent  Seditious  Afiemblies.  It  is  again  fir  enuoufiy  oppofed.  Lard 
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Mornington  attach  the  London  Correfponding  Society.  The fecond  reading 
carried  by  a  very  large  majority .  Bill  for  the  protection  of  his  Majejiys 
perfon  read  a  fecond  time.  Reply  of  the  London  'Correfponding  Society 
to  Lord  Mornington  s  attack.  Declaration  of  their  principles .  Mr.  Fox 
makes  a  fruitlefs  attempt  to  put  off  the  further  reading  of  the  bill.  Mr. 
Curwen,  with  equal  illfuccefs,  moves  an  adjournment .  The  Houfe  refolves 
it f elf  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  preventing  Seditious  Meetings.  The 
Houfe  refolves  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  protecting  the  Kings 
perfon.  Debate  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Seditious  Meeting 
Bill.  Bill  read  a  third  time ,  and  pajjed .  Bill  for  protecting  the  King’s 
perfon  read  a  third  time ,  and pq fed.  Petitions  for  andagainft  the  two  Bills. 
Meeting  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society .  Addrefs ,  Petition,  and 
Rejolutions  of  the  Society.  Animated  debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on 
the  bill  to  prevent  Seditious  Meetings.  The  bill  is  paffed.  Two  protefls 
aganji  it,  entered  on  the  journals,  by  the  Peers  in  oppofition.  Meeting  and 
declaration  of  the  Whig  Club  -  -  -  _  ,  .  f  [264. 
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Committee  of  Supply.  A  hundred  and  ten  t houf and  fe amen  voted.  Gene¬ 
ral  Macleod  moves  fur  returns  of  the  whole  military  force  of  the  country. 
Motion  acceded  to.  Mr.  Windham  brings  forward  the  army  ejlimates. 
Debate  upon  the  JubjeCi.  The  Oppofition  animadvert  flrongly  on  the 
conduct  oj  Miniflers.  They  complain  of  the  enormous  amount  of  the 

-  ejlimates,  and  of  the  neglect  in  J ending  out  medicines  to  the  Wejl  Indies . 
Reply  of  the  Miniflers,  Debate  on  the  Fencible  Cavalry.  The  oppofition 
declare  the  ejlablifhment  of  fencible  cavalry  to  be  expenjive,  unconjiitu - 
tional,  and  intended  to  introduce  a  military  government .  General  Smith 
moves  ii le  recommitment  of  the  report.  The  oppofition  cenfure  the  ex - 
peaitian  to  Quiberon ,  the  conduCl  of  miniflers  to  old  officers,  and  the  flow - 
nefs  with  which  the  reinforcements  had  been  got  ready  for  the  Wejl  Indies. 
The  miniflers  reply  with  great  fpitit  to  the  various  charges  brought  againji 
them.  1  hex  mot  ion  for  the  recommitment  of  the  report  is  negatived.  De¬ 
bate  on  bringing  up  the  report  on  the  Army  extraordinaries.  The  extern  five 
erection  oj  barracks  is  fever (ly  reprobated  by  the  oppofition.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  moves,  but  without  Jiiccefs,  to  leave  out  oj  the  report  the  Jum  ex¬ 
pended  on  barracks.  Motion  reflecting  barracks  brought  forward  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Split h.  He  moves  for  a  Committee  of  Enquiry.  Mr.  Windham 

enters  into  an  elaborate  defence  of  the  barrack  jyjism.  General  Smith’s 
motion  Supported  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr.  M.  A.' Taylor,  Mr.  Grey,  and 
Mr.  Fox.  The  motion  is  negatived  -----  [290 
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Debates  relative  to  Finance.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  announces 
the  Budget  at  an  early  period.  Petition  from  Mr.  Morgan.  The  Budget 
opened,  Hew  I  axes.  The  Miniflers  Jl  at  ement  of  the  reajons  which 

induced 
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induced  him  to  abandon ,  in  raifing  the  Loan ,  the  'principle  of  competition. 
Diffatisf aCtion  of  the  Members  of  Oppofition ,  with  refped  to  the  Loan. 
Mr.  TV.  Smith ,  Mr.  Fox,  and  others,  controvert  the  jiatemcnts  of  the 
Mini/hr.  Motion  of  Mr.  IV.  Smith  for  the  Chairman  to  leave  the  Chair. 
It  is  carried  in  the  negative.  Debates  on  the  new  Taxes.  Some  of  the 
Taxes  are  adopted ,  with  little  oppofition.  Strenuous  oppofition, to  the  tax  ■ 
on  Legacies.  It  pafies  through  the  Iloufe  of  Commons.  It  is  oppofed  in 
the  Iloufe  of.  Lords,  but  finally  pafies.  The  Bill  for  taxing  the  collateral 
fuccefium  to  Real  If l axes  meets  with  fuch  a  vigorous  refinance,  that  it  is 
withdrawn  by  the  Minifier.  Mr.  Sheridan  fails  in  an  attempt  to  obtain 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Legacy  Bill.  Tax  on  Dogs  propofed  by  Mr.  Dent. 
Spirited  and.  witty  Debates  in  confequence.  Mr.  Dent’s  Bill  is  thrown 
out.  Mr.  IV.  Srmith  moves  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to 
enquire  into  the  ciremfianccs  of  the  late  Loan.  Mr.  Pitt  oppofes  a 
Committee  of  the  whole'  Houfe,  and  moves  for  a  Committee  above  fairs , 
which  is  carried.  The  Loan  Bill  attacked  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The 
Minifier  S'  require  a  vote  of  Credit  for  Two  Millions  and  a  Half  Warm 
Debates  in  confequence ,  and  fever  e  cenfure  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  Vote  of  Credit  Bill  is  finally  carried.  P  rot  fit  of  the 
Earl  of  Lauderdale  againft  the  meajure  -  '  [*<302 
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Motion  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  by  Mr.  M.  Robinfon ,  againfi 
Members  of  Parliament  being  concerned  in  Loans  to  Foreign  powers .  It  is 
negatived .  B.eport  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  late  loan.  Strange  claim  made  by  the  contractors.  Mr.  W. 
Smith  moves  thirty-nine  refolutions ,  declaring  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  facrificed  the  public  intereft  in  the  negotiation  of  the  Loan. 
Hisfpeech  injupport  of  the  charge.  Mr.  Pitt  is  defended  by  Mr.  Doug¬ 
las,  who  moves  counter -refolutions  approving  his  conduit.  Reply  of  Mr. 
Francis.  Mr.  Pitl  vindicates  the  Jleps  which  he  had  taken.  He  is  an - 
fwered  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan.  The  refolutions  of  Mr.  TV.  Smith 
are  got  rid  of  by  the  previous  queftion,  and  thofe  of  Mr.  Douglas  are  car- 
pied.  Motion  made  by  Mr.  Jekyl  to  cenfure  the  Minifier  for  the  negotia¬ 
tion  of  certain  Bills,  called  the  Hamburgh  Bills.  It  is  negatived.  Mr. 
Grey  moves for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe ,  to  enquire  into  the  ft  ate  of 
the  nation.  In  his  fpeech  he  charges  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with 
feveral  violations  of  duty.  The  Minifier  is  defended  by  Sir  TV.  Pulteney , 
Mr.  Jenkinfon,  Mr.  Steele ,  and  others.  The  motion  is  negatived  by 
a  large  majority.  Penfion  granted  by  his  Majefiy  to  Mr.  Burke.  It  is 
•  frequently  and J'everely  alluded  to,  by  the  members  in  oppofition  in  both 
Houfes.  The  Earl  of  Lauderdale ,  makes ,  in  confequence,  a  motion  re- 
fpeCting  the  four  and  a  half  per  cent  duties.  It  is  rejected  by  q 
confiderabk  majority  -  -  -  *[31^ 

-•rtf  *  :  . 
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Mr.  Pitt  brings  forward  a  fecond  budget.  Tax  on  printed  cottons  abandoned, 
and  replaced  by  the  Dog  Tax.  Dew  Tax  upon  Hats ,  and  upon  Wine. 
Statement  of  Jer.vices  unprovided  for.  Meafure  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt  to 
relieve  the  oft  refs  occafoned  by  the  fear  city  of  money.  Favourable  terms  of 
the  loan.  Mr.  Pitt  gives  an  highly  advantageous  account  of  the  re - 
fourccs  of  the  country.  Pa  ply  of  Mr.  Grey.  He  cerifures  the  Minister 
with  the  utmojl  feverity ,  animadverts  upon  the  enormous  amount  of  unpro¬ 
vided ft  rv ices,  and  predicts,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Jim  now  raifed  will 
not  bejufficicnt  to  /apply  the  deficiency .  lie  is  fupported  by  Mr.  Fox,  who 
cautions  the  Hcufc  not  to  be  deluded  by  the  idea  that  the  downfal  of  the 
French  f fit  cm  of  finance  would  produce  the  ruin  of  the  Republic.  Mode 
of  raifing  the  loan  cenfured  by  fome  members.  Reply  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The 
tax  bills  paJJ'ed.  Converfations  rejpefliug  the  Sardinian  fubfidy ,  and  the 
probability  of  another  Imperial  Loan.  Severe  attach  made,  in  the  Upper 
Houfc,  upon  ministers ,  by  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdowne.  Fie  moves  fcveral 
refolutions,  grounded  upon  the  celebrated  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons , 
ref  pelting  theincreafed  influence  of  the  Crown.  He  points  out,  and fir  on gly 
animadverts  upon  various  abvfes,  in  different  departments  of  the  State.  Her 
fence  of  the  minifters  undertaken  by  Lord  Grenville,  fie  is  anfwered  by 
Jjord  Lauderdale.  Elaborate  f pee  ch  of  Lord  Auckland,  proving  the  re - 
four  ces  of  the  country  to  he  in  a  highly  prof perous  fate.  It  is  controverted 
by  Lord  Lauderdale.  The  refolutions  are  rejected  by  a  very  large  ma¬ 
jority.  Mr.  Grey  moves  certain  refolutions ,  accujing  the  minifters  of  mifi 
applying  the  public  money,  and  deceiving  the  Houfe,  by  falfe  accounts . 
Reply  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Rejoinder  of  Mr.  Fox.  The 
rejolutions  are  got  rid  of,  by  the  previous  quejiion.  Speech  of  the  Earl  of 
Moira,  on  Finance,  and  consequent  converfation,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 
The’Earl  of  Lauderdale  moves  various  financial  refolutions.  Debate  upon 
the  motion.  The  previous  quejiion  is  peifed  on  his  refolutions  -  [333 

C  II  A  P.  XXI.  -  -  -  [348—358.] 

Parliamentary  proceedings  on  Eaji  and  Wefi  Indian  fubjects.  Mr.  Wilber- 
force  once  more  brings  forward  his  Motion  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade.  It  is  vehemently  oppofed  by  the  friends  of  the  trade.  General 
Tarlcton  moves,  but  without  effedl,  the  order  of  the  day.  A  Committee 
appointed  to  prepare  the  Bill.  Attempt  to  throw  out  the  Bill  by  furprifi 
on  the  fecond  reading.  It  fails.  General  Tarleton  moves  that  it  be  pofi - 
poned  for  four  months.  His  Motion  is  negatived.  Strenuous  oppofition 
made  to  the  Bill  going  into  a  Committee.  Mr.  Dent  contends  that  the 
Bill  is  contrary  to  Magna  Charta.  Reply  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair.  Third 
reading  of  the  Bill.  The  friends  of  the  Slave  Trade  fucceed  in  throwing 
out  the  Bill.  Mr.  Francis  moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  improve 
the  Condition  of  the  Negroes.  Outlines  of  his  plan.  He  propofes  to  give 
the  Slaves  a  legal  allotment  of  a  cottage  and  piece  of  ground.  Severe 

eenfure 
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censure  pqffed  by  Mr.  Francis  upon  the  colonial  laic.  The  Motion  is 
jlrenuoufiy  oppofed ,  and  finally  negatived.  Slave-carrying  Bill  dropped , 
for  want  of  afufficient  number  of  Members  to  confiitute  a  Houfe .  Notice 
given  by  General  Macleod,  of  a  Motion  to  enquire  into  the  employment  of 
the  Cuba  blood-hounds ,  againfi  the  Jamaica  maroons.  Di/Jhtis faction  of 
the  Oppofition  with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  Minificrs  had  conduced 
the  Weft  Indian  war  Mr.  Sheridan  makes  a  Motion  for  a  variety  of  papers , 
criminatory  of  M infers.  The  debate  twice  adjourned.  Severe  attack 
made  on  the  Minificrs  by  Mr.  Sheridan.  Vindication  of  their  conduct  by 
Mr.  Dundas.  Convcrfation  on  the  ability  of  the  Eaji  Lidia  Company  to 
pay  annually  five  hundred  thouf and  pounds  to  Government.  Mr.  Dundas 
ajerts  the  Company  to  be  competent  to  the  payment,  and  their  affairs  to  be 
in  the  mufi four  ijhing  fate  -  -  -  -  ~  [348 

C  HA  P.  XXII.  -  -  -  p.  [359-3730 
Domcfiic  bufinefs  of  the  Sefiion.  Proceedings  on  the  Scarcity.  Adi  to  pro¬ 
hibit  the  Exportation  of  Corn.  Various  Bills  brought  in,  and  a  fcledt 
Committee  moved  for,  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Debates  on  the  Scarcity.  Report  of 
the  /elect  Committee.  Bounty  given  for  the  Importation  of  Corn.  En¬ 
gagement  to  eat  mixed  bread,  framed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
Jent  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  for  its  concurrence.  It  is  treated  with  derifion 
by  several  noble  Lords .  Millers’  Regulation  Bill.  Several  Motions  made 
by  Mr.  Lechmere .  The  Board  of  Agriculture  pafi'es  Refolutions  in 

favour  of  a  general  inclofure  of  w  a  fie  Lands.  Bill  brought  in  by  Sir  John 
Sinclair ,  but  abandoned.  Mr.  Whitbread  brings  in  a  BUI  for  the  relief 
of  Labourers  in  Hvjbandry.  Speech  of  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  Poor  Laws : 
He  pledges  himfef  to  bring forward Jbme  meafure  upon  the  f abject :  Mr. 
Whitbread's  Bill  is  rejected :  Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt ,  but  not  pro¬ 
ceeded  on.  Adi  to  relieve  the  Poor  at  their  own  houjes.  Adi  to  alter  the 
Shooting  Seafon :  It  brings  on  a  difcujfion  upon  the  Game  Laws :  Mr. 
Curwen  introduces  a  Bill  for  a  thorough  reform  of  thofe  Laws :  He 
flates  them  to  be  in  the  highefi  degree  abfurd  and  tyrannical.  Bill  dropped, 
and  a  Committee  appointed  to  confidcr  the  Laws.  Ajlrong  oppofition  to 
any  change  is  made  by  feveral  Members.  Mr.  Curwen  finding  that  he 
cannot  Jucceed  in  the  Committee,  again  brings  forward  his  Bill :  It  is 
rejedted.  An  attempt  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  only  a  part  of  the  Game  Laws , 
is  equally  unfuccefsfuL  A  Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  for  the 
relief  of  Quakers  in  cafes  of  Tythe.  It  pajfes  the  Lower  Houfe,  but  is 
thrown  out  in  the  Lords.  Act  for  the  further  Jupport  of  Curates.  Grant 
to  the  Veterinary  College.  Committee  appointed  to  confider  the  propriety 
of  purchafing  Dr.  John  Hunter’s  Mujeum.  Mr.  Joddrel  moves  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  give  to  the  Surgeons,  for-  difiedtion,  the  bodies  of 
Highwaymen  and  Houfe  breakers.  The  Motion  meets  with  great  oppoji- 
tion,  and  is  rtlinquifhed  by  the  mover.  Spirited  Debate  on  the  renewal 
of  the  Wefminfer  Police  Bill.  Attempt  made  by  Liord  Moira ,  to  obtain 
a  ref  orm  of  the  Debtor  Laws.  The  meafure  vehemently  oppofed  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  Lords  Thurlow  and  Kenyon.  The  Bill  is  nega¬ 
tived.  Clofe  of  the  Sefiion,  by  a  Speech  from  the  Throne ,  announcing  the 
intention  of  his  Majefiy  to  call  a  new  Parliament  -  [359 
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Naval  and  Colonial  operations.  Success  obtained  by  fever al  British  Natal 
Officers :  Sir  Sydney  Smith  ;  Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren  ;  Sir  Edward 
P elk  id  ;  Captains  Martin  and  Williams  ;  Captain  Trollope ;  Captain 
fBbwen.  Activity  of  the  republican  privateers.  Sir  Sydney  Smith  made 
Prifoner  in  the  Month  of  the  Seme.  Admiral  Richery  efcapesfrom  Cadiz 
with  his  fguadron,  and  ravages  the  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  coajls, 
Britijh  conjunct  naval  and  military  operations.  Porto  Ferrajo  taken 
poffiffion  of  by  a  divifion  of  troops  from  Bafiia.  Corfica.  Turbulent  cliff 
pojition  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland.  Their  refinance  to  the  Britijh 
authority.  The  ifland  is  evacuated,  by  the  Britijh.  Events  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  Expedition  prepared  for  the  recovery  of  the  if lands  loft  in  the 
preceding  year.  The  fleet puffers  fever  ely from  dreadful  forms ,  and  is 
driven  back.  It  again  Jails.  Arrived  in  the .  Wef  Indies.  Commence - 
merit  of  military  operations.  Surrender  of  the  colonies  of  Demerary  and 
Berbice.  Landing  effaced  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia.  Failure  of  attacks 
on  fame  of  „  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  Republicans  are  at  length  compelled 
to  capita1  ate.  A  divifion  fails  to  recover  St.  Vincent’s ,  and  another  to 

recover  Grenada.  Succeffcs  of  the  French  in  thofe  ijlands  at  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  year.  Reduction  of  St.  Vincent's  by  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie . 
Maffiacre  of  the  white  prifoner s  in  Grenada  by  the  Mulatto  leader.  G ve¬ 
na  ’a  reconquered.  Affairs  in  St.  Domingo.  Failure  of  the  Britijh  at¬ 
tempt  upon  Leo  gone.  Arrival  and  wretched  fituation  of  a  reinforcement . 
Rombahle  taken  poffefion  of  and  then  abandoned.  Activity  of  the 
enemy.  Defeat  of  the,  enemy  at  Pofi  Raimond.  They  raife  the  fiege  of 
Irois.  Port  au  Prince,  is  blockaded  by  them.  Removal  of  the  remains  of 
Columbus  to  the  Havannah.  Affairs  in  Jamaica .  Termination  of  the 
Maroon  war.  Tranfportation  of  the  Maroons  to  Nova  Scotia.  Opera¬ 
tions  in  the  Eajlern  H cmijphere.  The  Batavian  government  Jends  a 

fquadron  with  troops  to  recover  the  Cape  :  This  force  is  compelled  to  fur- 
render  to  Admiral  FJphinftone.  Conquejl  of  Ceylon  completed  by  the  fur- 
render  of  Columbo.  Surrender  of  Amboyna  and  Banda ,  to  Admiral 
Rainier  -  -  -  -  -  „  .  _  £374 
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